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THE FIRST MICHIGAN INFANTRY. 
THREE MONTHS and THREE YEARS 

Brief_Hlstory of the Regiment from tu 
Organization In nay, 1861, until 

Its Muster Out In July, 1865. 

[nv <'. w. ov.-..~s.1 
The follo,vin~ history of the gallant 

oltl Fir~t llichigan lufantry, tog~ther 
u·i th ~on1e p~rHonal experienee!-1 of the 
"'riter, was rend by Hi~torin.n C. ·w. 
<),Yl·n at the annual rt-union of the regi~ 
tnent at Cohlwa.b~r. ,Tune 17, lHO~: 
( '1,m rtttl~.'i ,~; the F'ii·.~t Jlidt. lnfa nt ,·y: 

A~ a boy 14 yeari-1 of age I \Yell retnt:atn· 
1,er the i,tirring event.~ an<l political <~x­
(~itt~tnent which c-harach~rize<l the Prt-si­
dentin.l cau1paiJ.,'ll of l~HO, ,vhen Al>i-s­
hatn Lincoln, the ·•HaH Hplitter, ., \\"RS 

pitted against Steph~ A .. Douglas, the 
"Little G·iaut, ·· in one of the har,leMt 
fought and 111ost i1u11ortnut politica.l bat­
tles ever "·nged in thi~ country. The 
scencM of that "Wide A. wake'' (0an1paign 
ar~ fre~h in 1ny 1ue111ory. ?-ly fa.ther. 
who had affiliated \Vith the \Vhig pnrt.y r 

was one of the first to join the Repnh­
lican party after itR organization under 
the oak8 at Jackson in 1~~4, voting for 
Fren1ont in 18!'i6, and was loyal to that 
party until bis death in 1879. HiM boy~, 
six in number. naturally follow·ecl in hiM 
footsteps. and he, together \\ .. ith tny 
older brothers. 1na1·ched with the O \Yide-



A wakes" in the 1800 campaign. Only 
voters W3re allowed to cn.rry a torch,~ 
I contented· myself by following the1n 
aro1u1<l and doit;g 111y share of the shout­
ing. I was born of }Jatriotic stock.grnn<l­
fatl1er Owen· having ~erve'1 through tht• 
Revolutionary War, antl 1uy father \\'as 
one of the \Volveriues w·ho part"iei1>att:-d 
in the hlooflless 'foledo \\·ar, iu Se1,te111-
ber, IM:J5, cauSt-.1 hy the bounclary 1i11e 
dis1n1te, and ,vhieh \\·as ~ettlt-tl by _the 
general governu1ent 1uaking the l!11per 
1~enin~nla n part of 1\Iichigan. The 
1-Iichigu.n troops were nncler cou.1u1antl 
of (iov. ~Ia~on. )ly father \\"U.8 in a 
cou11>a.ny of voluntet-"rs frou1 )louro~ 
conuty, ,vherc he settl•!d in 1~:~2. an<l 
whert, your historiau \\·as horn ~Inly ~-l, 
1~ Ut \Vhen nbont t \\"o y<.~an, of ,!~e 1ny 
parents u1ovt•d to lluneht:'~lt~r. \Va:;hte· 
IUlW' conuty, ,vhere 1uy Loyhoo<l da.y~ 

• 
\\·e.re MJ ent on a fartu one 111ile east of 

I 

that village. 
The ru111hliugs of \\"ar, ·whieh follo\\"td 

the electiou of Lineoh1, grew· louder 
until the crash ca1J1t, \\·heu Fort 81uuter 
!\\·us tired upuu. April lt, l~tH. This ac:t 
b1·ought the 11eop!e of the ~.; ort h tv real­
ize that ,rar wns actually npon theu1 a1ul 
1uust he Jnet hy force of ar1us. Prei-;i­
·deut Lincoln iuuuecliately i~sucd his first 
J>roclau1ation calling for 7;;,000 troops 
for three tuonths service, l\Iichigau ·~ 
quota under this call heiug one rebrill1t'll~ 
of ten ·cou1pa.n_ieli. Ap1·il lHth (iovernur 
Blair wet with ot!Jer 8tate officers null 



promint'nt cit~z~ns at Detroit, wher~ 
way~ aucl meanrt \\·~·re deviMe<.l to Wte~ 

the de1uancls llJlOll the State. It w~ 
shown by State Treasurer John Owen 
that the trea~ury \\·as J1en.dy empty and 
it \\·afi e~tiu1atecl that ~100.000 ,voltld oo 
1·~(Jt1iretl to uniform and l-l«Jttip ont~ regi-
1nent l't-iu.ly for ~rvice. · To lllt.•et thi~ 
t>tuergency n loan ·wa~ <l~ci<lPcl upon, De· 
troit t•le<lbrillg ~0.000, and n, like !'HUll 

\\'as PMkt~d frotu the Stat.a at lurgH, which 
,va~ soon provided. lwn1e<liately aftt.~r 
~hi:-11ueeting- liov. Blnir is~ut:•tl a call for 
ten co1u1m11ies of volnntee1·~ auc.1 dircctetl 
the .Adjutant Gettt~ra.l to ac<.·ept th~ tir~t 
ten l.0.01uvauies offered.. The various i11-
depe11tle1n 111ilitary c:ou1panies of the 
8tate ,ver.e t.·alletl upon to recruit theh· 
rank~ to the reqnirt:-<l 11u1uber and th~y 
respon«lcd pro1uptly a.1ul soon ,verc rcucly 
for ortler~. The (001n1mni•~~ of the -First 
lli<·higau three tnontlui re;.{ilu~ut ,vere 
llul<lc up a~ fullO\\·~: 
A. D~•troit Li,.d1t Huard. ,·a1,t. ( 'luJ.t-4. X. I.uni. 
B .hu·ksofl Ur11ys, C'a1tt. \\Tm. R. \\' itbiu.,:tou. 
(:. Coldwater Cndt!t."J, t'ttJ•t. El)t,~nm~~r Butter• 

wortb. 
b. ~!~w·h~~~r Cnion Ouard. CaJ>t. l~e I~. 

(~lttrkson. 
E. 8ten1,t•U <i-uard, Ann Arhor, Ca1,t. \\"illiam 

F. Hoth. 
I-... Mid1i"'tm HUMlll'M, u~trolt. Capt. Horac~O JI. 

Uol.>el°b4. 

0. Burr Oak Una.rd. Capt. Ira C. Ahhott. 
H. Ypsilunti Li)(bt (hm.~. l'u.pt. Frauklin W, 

\Vhittleser. 
1. l\luri-.lmll Li,-cbt 6uaro, f"ttpt. Devnt ·.tuhhard 
K. HlU'tl'--~'-' Cu.det~. Adrian. Ca1,t. W1n. H. 01·&,·c~ 



I w~n remember the fin;t war meeting 
at )lancbester, which I think was the 
evening of -the 17th of April. It was 
pre8itle<l over by Jaooz H. Fountain, a. 
protninent citizen ofllsnchest.er, who hat I 
jnst been appointe<l by Gov. Blair as 
Quartermaster General. He hatl just 
anivl~l from the m~ting at Detroit atul 
appearP<l ~fore t:he tneeting with n 
ban,lttge,l heatl, l1a\·ing been injure<l at 
the n~ighboring to,vu of Clintou by be­
·1ng cnt w: rh ~la~~ frou1 a ~hatterec:1 car 
'\\'indow c·anNed hi· the firing of a can11011 

too cloMe to the cur. After ~tatiHJ.( tht~ 
~nHe for whic.·h th~ tneeting \\·as <.·a11~1 
ancl waking a brief ad<lre~. he called for 
Vt•lt111teen4 to fill np tht, )lanchester t.·-01n­

pany, '\\'hicb u·as quickly 1-e&pon<led to 
by tbe pa:triotic young 1110n of tbe town. 
If i rt•zne1uber tight, the first nuin to en­
li!it WU~ e. T. A1len9 brother of Capt. E. 
P .... 4\.llen, who wus afterwa1·ds Captain 
iu the 20th l\Iichigan Infantry, ancl since 
the war ha~ been a pro111inent l\Ietho<.list 
1uini~ter in the Detroit conference. Pat­
riotism rr..n l1igh antl it ~itl not take long 
to seenre the rt~«1nired nu1ubcr of re­
cruits. The vurions co111panies .soon 
rt•vorte<l for <luty at Detruit, where th~ 
organization of .the regituent was co111-
pletcu April 2Ht11, aucl 011 May 1st was 
musteretl into the Unitetl States service, 
7U~ ~trong, with the follo,ving field -and 
ltaff officers: 

Colonel-Orlando B. \Vik·ox. D~troit. 
Liuut Cnlonel -Loren L. Cou1stock, Adrian. 



Major-Alonzo F. Bidwell. Coldwater. 
Sorgeon-Wtlllam Brodie, Detroit. 
ASKt. Surgeon-CJrWI 8mlth, Jacktt0n. 
Adjutant -J obn D. FalrlJ&nks. Detroit. 
Quartenwus~r---Edward Ura)", Datroit. 

On l\lay lUth the re(.(iment left Fort 
Wayne, at Detroit, un<ler co111n1and of 
Col. Wilcox, well u11ifor1noo, armed ant.l 
~t1uippetl rea<ly for Hervice, arriving at 
W tu~bington llay 16th, being the firl4t 
Western regime~1t to reach tl1at city. 
The regin1cu t recei ,•ed many flattering 
notictt~ fron1 the 1•res8 along th~ route. 
The \Va!ibington corr~sponllent of the 
New 'York Post, utuler date of liay 17th,. 
t'ays: 

Tho Mkhignn Riffo R~gimeut cau1c into t<,wn 
&bout 10 o'do<.•k la.Mt nl~bt, 0111rcbinll from tho 
depot up the av1'nue to Eleventh t1troot. The)· 
were prt'<.•ooed by a Kpwudid haml of mUNic•, 
whkb tK\OD aro~ our citizcu~. and lou.c L& 
fore they bad rcacb'--d the ,1uart,•r!i 11.Hrihctwd 
them bllDl\rt"(lK of Pl"Ol•ll-, w~re out t.o 1,th·e t.bcm 
welcome. Thts -,utliu~iasm of the crowd WM 

irrep~ible. for tbiit WM the flntt w~tt•rn ~.c-­
im~nt which had aLrrh·ed at t~e Capitol. 
. The rebrilllt!Dt soon led th~ advance 
into \'.~irginia, crostdng the U.>ng Bridger­
tlriving in the rebel 1>icket8. entering 
and taking possc88ion of Alexandria on, 
the 24th of l!ay, while Elh~worth ant'} 
his Ne,v York Zona,·es entered it about 
the :;a.me time bv steamer. Colouel \Vil­
cox, in a <lispatch to General :hlan~fieltl. 
May 24th, says: .. Alexan<1ria hi our~. 
One company, Captain Ball, 111onnte<1. 
captured. I rebrret to say Colonel Ells· 
worth has been shot by a J>ert;on in a 
house.,. Soon after the 1st "·eut into 



camp· on Sutor's HUl, near Alexan,lria. 
Here a fine national standard was 1}re­
sented to the regiment by Michigan 
people then residing ln Washington. 
It was brou~ht ~ack to Michigan anll is 
now --depo8itell ~ith other flags of the 
regiment in tbe Cll}>itol at Lansing. It 
"·a~ tn1vutl from cn.ptnre at the battle of 
Bull Run by Corporal Tho1nas Flynn. t,f 
Co. (},' ,vho was :i.ft~rwards a Captain iu 
the 11th l\Iichigau 'lnfantry9 and kille(l 
at Stone Ri,·er ·Jan.' 1, 18H:l. · 

The rt>giu1ent was its~igned to Heintz­
eluu111·s division, an,l nt the disastrous 
bu.ttle of Bull Rnn, the tir~t great battle 
of the war, it "'"as in cou1uu1.ntl of :\lajor 
Bidwell, antl ~erved in the brigade co111-

n1antled by Colonel \Vilcox. In this 
battle the rt>~iu1t'.nt ac,1nitted itself with 
uuu·h credit. a.ncl lost. bea.,·ily in killed. 
'\\·0111uled 1uul pri:;ouer~. liajor Bidwell 
reported a lo~~ of n killed an<l flied of 
wounds, 4 officers antl aa 1uen wo1u1tle<l. 
5 officers an<l tm u1en 111is8ing. r.2 of who111 
'\\·ere taken prisoner8. 

The rehri1ne11t returned to Detroit at 
the expiration of three tuon ths antl was 
runste1·ell out of service on the ,th of 
August, l~OL tbe co111panies returning 
to their various homes, receiving enthu­
siastic welcome. Manchester gave her 
company a uig picnic dinner in a grove 
east of the village, and I re111e~ber going 
to the 1uellon patch that morning ancl 
selecting some of the choicest mellons to 
take to the picnic. The~e were the first 



Mldiers of the war to return home ana 
they were all looked upon as heroes. 
"Rf~I .. IC PUOM THE FIRST BATTL1'~ OF 

JJULL RUN. 

1n ~loe;ing the history of the First 
three wontbt1 organization, the follow• 
ing ttketch, which appea.re<l as a V/a!'4h­
ingtou dispa.th in th~ Detroit Free Preij~ 
of July 2a, um:i, will he of interest: · 

\VASHlNO'l'O~, D. c., Juty 22, 1noa.­
An iutere~ting relic from the battleflel<l 
of first Bull Run will be shipped fro1u 
w a~hinKtOU to the 'llichigan t;tate CH.t)i­
tol today. Yesterd~y wa~ the 42d anni­
_ versary of that .. Knd hut glorious <lay" 
011 "·hich the battle \\·aH fou~ht, J nly 21. 
18U l. · The relic h~ a. hlack log~ propt~rly 
pre1>~retl for prtaservation, which iM taken 
fron1 a true on the lin~ of the extre1ne 
union advance at Bull Run. Attached 
to the log is a handsotuely engraved 
bronze plate reacling: .. Presente<l to 
Major-General Orla.tHlo B. \Vilcox by 
Charle~ F. Joy, ll. C., of St. LouiM, 
}lo.~ an<l by G·eneral \Vilcox to the Fir:-1t 
l\ichigan \ 1 olunte~rs· .. Associatiou." 

Accotnpanying the log iH a printed 
placard for fra1ni11g, which reads: 4 •Thi~ 
log is f rou1 the tree near the 111o~t ad­
vancetl line of the G nion ar1ny M.t Bull 
Run, July 21. 1~61, to which Gen. Or­
lando B. \V ilcox, qf Detroit, command­
·ing the Fir~t 1\Iichigan '.[ olunteer8, waH 
brought severely wounded. N ~ar thi~ 
tree llichi1r.1n dea<l were found in the 
extre1ue Federal advance. It wat"t Me-



eured on. the battlefield in the presence 
of Gen. Wilcox· antl Gen~ lra C. Abbott 
by Hon. Chas. F. Joy, M. C.rof St. Louis,, 
Mo.,, a· nephew of I-Ion. James F. Joy,, 
who,. v.·~th uen. ~,vis ·ca~ a~d otht-r~,, 
equipped.the regituellt.· _ 

The log was secured on the battlefittl<l 
by ex-Congress1nan C~arles F. Joy, of 
?di~souri;'la~t- year. He ·was visiting the 
'battle~eld in conipany with Gen. Orlan­
•lo B. Wilcox and (-le-n. Ir., C. Abl)Ott. of 
Wa~hingtou, Ca1)t. (lt.,~). C. Rounds, of 
M ana~~asr an energetic Union veteran 
who is in charge of the Bull Run bat~le­
.tielt1, and others. The party sought and 
ea~ily fon1~d the particn lar part of the 
tiulcl where Gen. Will·ox was· wonn,led 
ancl captnr~l and identifietl the tree to 
whic.~h he wa8 brought. Mr. Joy wali! 
n1uch interested in the two veteran gen­
eral~an<l tl1eir find.and prou1pt]y i;ecnred 
the log for preservation and presented.it 
to Gen. W~lcox. 

At the tiu1e of the battle Gen. Wilcox 
was Colonel of tl1e Fir~t Michigan Vol· 
unteers: but in thi8 battle he comn1anded 
a brigade co111posetl of the First :\Iichi­
gan, the Fire Zo11avt.'S, Twenty-eighth 
New York and Ar1101a·~ battery of the 
Second Artillery. TbiR brigade wa~ 
brought into action on the extreiue right 
of tl1e Union ar111y, anfl in tlir~<.·t opposi­
tion to tbe Confeclerate brigade com­
n1anded by the retlou hta ble Thomas J. 
Jackson, ~·hothereearue<:1 thecelebrated 
na1ue of ''Stonev. .. all. ·· · 



After repeated charges toward the 
front with one regiment after &nother 
"under the hottest fire of the day," 
accor<ling to the official re1JOrt, the brig• 
ade recaptured Ricketts' battery, an<l 
the First l~ichigan ,r olunteers reached 
the · extre1ue front of the Union lines. 
They were in ~kirinish line exchanb~ng 
hot shooting "'"ith the troops of Jack~on, 
when Gen. \Vilt·ox reeeive(l a bullet 
"·ouncl in the right arm, cutting an ar• 
tery below the t-'lbow. Hi~ horse "·a~ 
8hot at the same thue. As the G-enernl 
l\·as fatlling he ,va~ caught hy Capt. ,v. 
H. \Yithington, also after,,·ards a (len• 
eral, an(l helped to dis1uonnt. ~\t ahuo~t. 
the sa1ue 1uou1ent Col. Preston, of Gen. 
Joe John~on·g c·o!utuand, char~e«.1 in on 
the exposed Union tight antl rear, an(l 
Gen. \Vilcox, with a fe,v officers an(l 
111en, were captnre<l. After ~nrren<lerw 
ing the General ""as taken to thi~ tree, 
~erv ·weak fro111 loss of hloo<l. Here hiH • 
wouutl was souwtitne later tlresse<l by a 
Confederate ~urgeon, after '\\·hich he '\\·n~ 
taken to the Henry Honse. Ile ,vas con­
fined iu Confederate pri~ons for thirtet•n 
mouths, 1uuch of the thne U.8 a hosta~e 
to suffer a~ath if a.ny capture<l gnerillaM­
or ptivateers were executed. He after­
war<l returned to the serYice an<l achiev­
e<l dhitinction as a division couunan<ler. 

The liichigan regiment was repulsed,. 
but the colors were sa.Yed antl a large 
part of the 1·egiment brought off the field 
in good 01·der by the coolne8s and skill of 



Gen. Abbott, then a Captain in Wilcox'e 
regimei:it. T~e people of Michigan have 
always been proud of the record made 
by thei~ First regiment•• in this tight. 
Its Col~nel was wounded and captured 
in the. extreme Union ad ,~ance, a ud 
Michigan men were fo~)l<l further in the 
Confederate lines than'.·anv·other Union 

• & 

dea<l. It~ ~olors were saved by Abbott ·s 
determin-~<1 courage. He ca1·ried the:H 
off himself, antl also brought the regi­
·went, ,vhich had suffered se,·erely, baek 
to Washinf,rton. As the rebrimen t 
reache<l ~he Virbtinia encl of tlie Long 

· Btidge, President Lincoln an(l Secretary 
Seward ro<le up. The President asked 
the nan1e of the reb-'iu1ent. C11-1,t. Abbott 
8aid ''the Fi~t liichigan." : The Presi­
dent asked '•is that all that are leftY" 
Capt. .... .\.bbott said: •'.Mr. President, our 
Colonel· .is kil~~tl or a. pri8oner and our 
loss cannot be e~tin1u.tetl." Tears rolled 
down the President's cheeks as the rem­
nant of the regiuu~ut gave three cheer~ 
for Abraha111 Lincoln. 

Capt. Ahbott re-enlist~cl in tl1e reor­
ganized First l\.lichigan and hehl every 
rank to Colonel, b~iug several . times 
wounded. He was brev·etec.1 Briga<lier 
General for distiuguishecl gallantry. 
Both Generals \Vilcox ancl Abbott are 
now over 80 year~ olll. Thev ba \"e snr-.. 
\"iv-e1.l nc.-arly all of the offict.•r~ and five-
sixths of the tuen of the regiment. 

It is proposetl later to place some per­
manent marks on the fiel<l itself. By 



the sinmp of tne 'tree wi-n pro"'bably be 1t 

placard reading: "To thi~ tree Gen. Or­
~ando B. Wiloox was braught after being 
-~e,"erely wounded and captured by Pres­
ton's Virginia 1·egiwent, C. S. A., in the­
-extreme {Jnion atlvance. He \\'8.~ after-
wartl confinoo. thirteen months in Con­
_:federate prisons ~ a hostage for the tlri­
vateers, .etc. A log .frow this tree is pre· 
~erved as a relic at the }Iichigan 8tat~ 
-capito~ Lansing."" 

In an opep field near tbe wo0<ls ·w herf: 
the st1.1u11> stan<ls is a tree which the 
.gentlemen v:h0 are iu charge of the fielcl 
\conlii<ler the tt1n1ing {)()int of the battle. 
Later this tret.- '\\'ill probably be markecl 
with a placard. On t.he 8hle lookiug 
towards -the Confe<lera.te lin~s it \\'ill 
'i·ead: ... The ruo8t advance line tlf th~ 
Union ar1uy \\·as repulsoo near this tree 
by Gen. Robert Preston's regin1ent, 2~tb 
,~irgini~ C. S. A., a part 0f Gen. Jo~eph 
E .. Johnston's reinforceu1enb,. ·• Front 
the Hide uf the Onion a.<lvance it is pro· 
l.K>SOO that it ~hall rea<l: ·'Thit, tree 
tnarks the mo~ allvanced line of the 
Union anuy1 July 21, t~•n, "·hert, :liaj. 
G-en. Orlando ·B. ,vncox·s Fir8t Michi· 
ga.n , ... olunteen; eugagoo the O>nfec.ler­
.ates i1ntler Geu. Tbo111as J. (Stone·wall~ 
.Jackoon. This was tl1e turuing poiDt of 
the b.attl~ .. " 



Tfie Ffrat _Tflree. Years Organfzation. 

The reorganization of the First RP~ri­
iuent for· three years· co1umenct:.'t.l June-
2M, 1881, and prior· to tht~ return of the­
thret, mo~tbs regiment,. l\-ith rendezvu1; ~­
at An Ii Arbor. Lieut. Colonel· Loren L. 
·Coru~toc-k was ,1esignated ~y ·Gov. Blair 
to snperintentl _it~ rt.•crnit1nent. ·888iste<l 
by otl1~r officers ur the regilnen~ in tht: 
·\1rork. As fa~t . ~8 r(-crni t~ arrive«l at 
he1ult1narters they l\"ere vn1steretl into 
t11e t: nitt'<l State~ serviee at:"!tl the organ­
ization '\:VR8 eou11;letell and left for V1r­
ginin Sept. Hi. 1~4H, ,vith an t-nrolhuent 
sf flHO oflit:~1·i:; and 111en, nfficert><l a~ fol­
low·s: 

f'U:UJ A!'n> RT A••p-, 

Colonel-John C. Rol,inMC>D. eapt. U.S. armr:­
f4h•ut. Colond-Honu·~ S. Hol1t!rtH. Ddroit. 
llajor-F1·aukliu ,v. Wbittli-:«"'Y, Y1,~ilanti. 
~ur"'enn--.Tm1t'1)hT11nriic·llt1. Jr., JaekitCm . 
.Ai,.~t. 8t1rKt.•on---Antlr(~1v .• J. Holn,rt. XUeti. 
Ad.iuhe.nt -E,lwttr,t H. Hin~ .• Ja,·kson. 
Quartt•rnu,!tttl•r--D2'vid A. \\"iSt•, 1JJto1iianti. . 

• Clm11lain --Arthur Edwnrdl'I. ,Jr .. 'rrl~ntou. 
<'o)lr.As1· orrl",cr.u~. 

A. l'aptain, Rn~~·ll H. Akott. Detroit: lKt 
Licant .• Hen1·y C.Vhri~titlnt·)·. Monrot.~: :!Ii Lit.•ut .. 
tr,·inK r". Wileox, Twim,hnrK, C >llio. 

B. l 1a1>tnin. Ira e. Al,hott. Burr Oak: ll!ft 
Lieut., ~Rmtw! E. Pittm•n. ih·troit: :!tt Lit•ut.~ 
Wm. Byrn.-.. Burr Oak. 

C. l 1aptain. Ol."()r)C1? P. ~nnfonl. .. 4.nn Arhor; 
bt Lieut .. Lyt'c.,rd Peavt•y. llaNhall: :!cl I.it->ut.,. 
Perry L. Huhl,anl. Po11thw. 

D. t'a1,tnin. El~•n B. (h•itUth. Jtu·kson: 1st 
Li1.1111t .• 1':l,en T. \\'bittlt•~•,r. Y1,~ilauti; :?d Lieut .• 
l. B1.•uton K<•nnt~ly. Ja<'kl-4oil. 

E. Edward Pomer,,y wa~ promott'<l to CaJ,tain 
of Co. E after r1.a.w.·bi1J~ Auuapoli~ Junction: 1st 



Lieut .• Geo. H. Egglat.on, Coldwater; 2d Lieut.; 
Olh·er C. ColD8tock, Mar8ball. 

F. Captain. William A. Throop. Detroit: .l11t 
Lieut .• Emory W. Belton, Che~; 2d Lieut., 
Wilkins Bloodgood, Detroit. 

H. Ca1,tain, 0. Collins Lyon, Jackson; lKt 
Lieut.. Ed.ward Pomeroy,. Jackson: :!<I Lieut., 
Philander C. Perry, Ann Arhor. . 

H. Ca1,taln, Cha.rleH F;. Wendell. Detroit: 1Kt 
Lieut., George C. Hopper. Detroit: :!d Lieut .. 
Alfred ,v. BcsrdMlee. Dotroit. 

I. Captain, OoorKe W. 0-rummoud. Detroit: 
lKt Lieut .. Hiram S. Werner, Mahhall; :!d Lt., 
Edward D. Ju<ld. Salin~. 

K. f"a1>tain. Byron B. AdKit. Sault 8~ l\f arie: 
l~t Lfout • Ueor~e C. Mot,ek, Ann Arhor; :!d Lt., 
Harry C. Arnold, Ann Arhor. 

The regiment ,va:i officered n10Rtly by 
wen ·who had ~erved in the three n1onthH 
organization.. During the \Yint~r fol­
lo,Ying its lllnswr in the re~iment wa1'4 
eucatupe<l at Annapolig Junction, Ma.ry-
aud, guarding tbe Washington and Bal­

t.ituore Railroad. In l\lnrch, 18H2, it 
lll0\"~(1 to Fortre~~ lionrue, wl1ere it eu­
ca111pe<l for ijOllle tin1e. Col. RobinMOu 
continne<l in co111111an(l until A1lril 2~. 
1~62. ·when he '\'\·as appoint~ Brigadier 
6eneral of volunteers atul w·a~ succeeded 
in co1a11uLn<l by Lieut. Colonel Horne~ 
S. Roberts. 

In the Peuin8ttla cawpaign in the early 
st11111uer of 1862 the regiment served 
with <1istinction, being in the first brig­
a(le, fir8t {livisiou fifth army ,~orp~, an.,1 
particip.ate(l -in tl1e follo,ving engage­
ments: -:\Iechanicsville, June 16: Gaines· 
Mills, June 17: Peach Orchard and Sav­
age Station, June 29th: Turkey Bend 



and White Oak Swamp, June 30th; an,1 
at Malvern_Hill, July 1st. In the88 en­
gage111ents the regiment is · creditt<l 
with a loss of Ha men killed and died of 
wountlt1~ and 97 mhtsing in action, in­
cluding Captain 0. C. Con1stock, of. Co. 
E, who ~·a~ killed at Gaines' lfills. 

After the Penin~ula cam1>aign tht' 
re~ii111ent retnrned with the anny and 
ent-ttrecl on the catnpaign under General 
Pope. lt heca111e engaged \\"ith the ene­
u1y at Gainesville, .. .\.ngust 2Hth, ·w·here 
it lo~t one ruau killed ancl one \\·ounded, 
and the next day it hecaine heavily en­
gag.-cl in the set'oncl hattle of Dnll Run, 
lleing in the thiek,~st of the fight and 
lo!-4t heavily in killetl antl ,vounded. 

Cha1llain Ed,vartl:;. ·w·ho \\·a..~ present 
and ren(leretl vnluahle servit~e in caring 
for the wouncle'1, \\"rote at the titue re­
gart.ling this battle (as puhlishe<l in llieh­
igan in the \Var, fro111 "·hid1 these statis­
tic!i ar~ gathered,) as f ollo,Ys: 

Tho re~inwnt dt•ployed r-ohuun and with 
<1ht!t~rl'l advu.ncud tow~rtl~ tht;, ~n~my, our riKht 
rrn-~tiu~ nt~ar tho railro1ul ~n1hnukmcut. the c•m­
tre aud luft nt-.ar a Htonti wall and railroad t·ut. 
In t.,ac:h of whic•h J>iac•e.~ WM po .. "it.ed a rolM•l l,at­
tery. Ou our riKht and front wus a for,·e of' tl11! 

tinemy·H h1fantr:r. and a.~ we adn1n•·t,d tlw r~gi­
blent WHlt 1.rnl,jt-ctml to a wurd1!!'011.s tiro fl•om 
infantry and a c1·0.."ili·tirl! fr,,m th·c rel.cl hat­
terios. The 1•t,~inieut liUtTt•rt"(l :-;e,·er,•ly in cro,.;.~• 
in~ the OJK.m RJ>a,•e. C-olow.•l Hol,t:rt.-; fdl at an 
early moment.after it dHJ1loyt◄ l out 11f the woods. 
Four Captaifli-l awl tJ11·••t• Li~.·nt«•mu1t:t • l'a1,talul'f 
ChnrloH E. \\'._.wldl. Hu:-.. ...... •!1 H .• -\.lcott, ElJf.m T. 
\Vhittlt>l"\ey. E<~wnrd P,,m._•roy. and l .. ieutcnantit 
11. Clay Arnold. liurrb, ,n. awl W. Bloodt,eood-



:met their death,· and ,nore than Hfty per cet."l 
ot the regiment were eit.ber killoo or wounded. 
'.The rogiment.w.ent into b&ttJe with :,J offlcm~ 
.and ~, -mte. Of the fonner hut four a.re iu th~ 
.·(•amp .unhurt. and of the latt4" lianUy 1r,o . 

. After ·the (lh&&'U:rous affair at 8econd 
Bul1 Run the rebri1nen~ in con1wa.ntl of 
~apt. E. W. Belton, e11tered upon tbe 
.}IeLellan -cru.upai~n in l-Iarylau<l, and 
""a~ iu the en~H-gen>ent at .. \.ntieta.111 on 
Se1,t. l,th., .and on the 20th at She.part18-
:ton Ford. 

In Dect;n.rber., 1862, tbe rt.>giment, in . 
~conuuan<l of O,louel Abbott, WWi! eu~aged 
.at the battle of }t~retlerick~hurg, "·here 
Vapt.J. B .. Kenn~ly and 7 111en were killed 
.nud 7- oflicerR K.nd :1:{ 111eu w·outult!tl 
.Aft.er the Frtitlericksburg ca.tupaign the 
regiment Ia,-" in (.".atup near Faltnouth 
.until the 27th dn,y of April, t~tia, wheu 
it tuoV"ed in the dirt;ct.iou of Cha.nct'.llor~­
vi n~~ crossing the H,a}lpahannock nnd 
Rapidan ri,·er", r~u.·hing tl1e Chancel­
lorsYillf'., battl~ ground 011 the aoth, after 

.-a forced tutlrch of four dnyti. ...\ t thi~ 
tight the r~~imeut ~n~taine,l ~ loHI'\ of 
three killed and Meveutuen ,,:uutuled. 

"f he regitueu t tbeu l"t!turuecl to Fal · 
1nonth and t.'~ta.bli,du.,--«l "' .. int~r quarter~ 
,,·here it \\·a!'ol encatupt!<l until the :?~th 
"'-lay of !fay, l~i:-l, ~·hen the tlil'"i:'4ion to 
\\"hicl1 it ",.as attache<l wov-ed to liorri!i·· 
ville, a two days' 1narch, antl on the Hth 
of June fitt}tport~cl a cavalry force, w·hit'h 
advanced to Brantly Station, fiJ,Chting all 
day an<l returning to ca1up on the 10th. 
<.>n the 14th it broke cau1p at l{orri~ville 



ea ~n the t1Jtli and· 21st' was·iil a 14k~!'-:... 

misb with the .memy's cavi&lry at Aldit•._ 
0n the 26th the regiment crossed tl1e· 
Potomac into Maryland at Edwarc1~.-· 
Perry, ~nd alter a tetlious march reacht•• l: 
Gettyttlntrg at l ::-ro a. m. of July_2tl. Ori 
the n1ont{ng of the 2<1 the regi~.e~t wa~­
fonnetl fn lineof battle, in ret:.en·e~ l\·hert. 
it ren1ained- until alt0ttt 4 p. ru., \\"he11 

the briga.,le wa~ orller~cl t,o· th~ front. 
getting. into ~i\ion about 4:00 p. in .. 

with th~ ~2tl Ms~Machu~tt.t; on it8 left. 
and the I i~U1 ·P~nn~yl\-uni:i on its right. 
A heavy fore~ of the en~111y soon ap­
peared in the e.1ge ol a strip of w00tls in 
~,ur front within- 200 yartl~ of our line~ 
The r~u1ent fixetl lmyonet~ and co111-
n1enced firing ou the· ene1n:, "·itb ueadly 
effect,. tlri ving hhu back aft~r a- severe· 
tire of ha.If an hour. The- ene1ny 800Th 

.returne<l. however► and was a second~ 
'uitue driven back with lie-aVJ· 10&-1. 

Lieut. Colo,el Throop,. in his report or 
the fight► ~ys: ''Our 111en ~ootl up 
DraY~ly nntl~r the storiu of hullcts sent 
against thew,. loa11inj{ anfl tirin~ as coolly 
as though on tlrilL ,v e ent~red tht." tight 
with three fiel(l.. one Htaff, an<l sixteen 
iine officer!, autl 12:;. u..1nskets. ( )nr color­
hearerr Sergt. Patri<-k Connor~ .. ,va~ the­
first 111ai1 wonn,lP"l aftt•r th~ firiag com­
n1eucetl. Tht- l·ol,)r:-l WP!'•: at (,n(-e taken 
tro111 tlle grvtnHi hy l\►rp< .. ral John H. 
Ha1Ti11gton.. of Co. I-I. aH.tl gallantly 
bon1e throu~h tht· liattlE-. Colonel• Ira 
C. Al,l>ot.t \\~a~ ,vuu4dt:1l iu the face earl\-

• 



in the action and carried to the re~ r. 
We maintained our line, repulsing and 
holtling in check the enemy until 7:30 p. 
m., when we were ordered to fall back, 
being relie, .. ed by a bri~ade of Penru~yl­
Yania reservet1. Men never ~ha ve<l 
tnore gallantly than did the K<>ldiers of 
the Fir8t llichigan in this battle. Our 
losses are one cou1n1iMsione<l officer kille4t 
·capt. An1os Latltl, and Mix "·ouncltA<l: 
four enlisted n1en killed, twenty-ih"e 
,,·onnde<l antl eight 111iM~ing. The bo<lie~ 
of ~ixty-tw·o tleatl rel,el~ left on our front 
bear a fearful te~tituony of the al'curacy 
of the tire of the First !\lichigan. ·· 

After the battle of Getty8bnrg the 
regiment joined in. the puri;nit of the 
ene111y on the !ith of July, hecou1ing en­
gaged at Willia1usport on tht! l~th, u.nd 
on the l~th crossed the Poto111ac into 
~·irginia, driving the rebels frou1 l!an­
asas l-iap, enga~ing the t•11e111y at \Vap­
}ling Heights on the 21i;t, J.'Oing into 
ca1up at \Varrenton 011 the ~r;th, and at 
Bevl~rly Ford 011 the ~th of August. 
Here it re1uaint~l until Sept. 17th, ,vhen 
it crossetl the Rappahannock river ancl 
1uarched to Cul1wpper Court Hou~e, a.n•l 
after,vanl~ c.lid provost duty nt the to,vn 
of Culpepper until the 11th of (>ctober, 
wl1en the ar111y fell back to Centerville. 
The regiwent n1et the enen1y at Cul­
pepper antl Bran<ly Station on the l!Jth 
of October and on the 14th at Bristow 
Station. It again a<lYanced and restet.1 
on the 1st of November at Three llile 



Station on the Orange and ·Alexandria 
Railroad. Breaking camp on the 7th, 
the regiment marched with the army to 
the Rappahannock river, where· it \Yatt 

engaged in a ~1ard fight at Rappahannoek 
Station. From the 8th to ·the 27th of 
Nove111ber the regiment was engaged.in 
picket <luty, when it participated in the 
march to l\Iiue Run, and was in front uf 
the enemy's works there from ~ov. 29th 
to the eYening of Dec. 1st, when it . fell 
back with the army across the:Rapi.da11, 
antl on the· ad went into winter •1uart~r .. ~ 
at Bev~rly Ford, where it rewaine,! 
until the 8pring ca1upaign of 1864. Dur­
ing February 213 1uen1bers of the regi­
ment re-enli~ted a.~ veterans, and the 
regi1nent was ordered to report at De­
troit, ".,here it arrivec.1 l\Iarch 18t, and 
was furloughed for thirty <lays. 

SOME PEHSOSAL 1'~XP1-;1uESCES. 

Here is ".,here the writer's e~perience 
with the First llichigan hegan. I11 the 
fall of {862 I left wy ho1ue at :\Ian chester 
(my mother having llied the ~th of May 
of that year and the family somewhat 
broken up} aud eutt'r~l as an apprentice 
in the Cow1uercial printing office at 
Monroe, ·where I remaiuffi until I enter­
ed the anuy in )larch, ltiU-1. All of my 
older brothers, four in nuwher, were 
serving in the Union ariuy, one each iu 
the 4th atl(l 18th )Iichigan Infantry an,l 
two in th~ ;33a Illinoit1. Infantry. I was 
intensely 1>atriotie, an<1. it was a source 



of gNat regn!t 1io me that 1 WM not oli 
enough .Bild large enough to get into the 
army. My first attempt in that direc· 
tion was in the fall of 1863. when I en• 
listed in the 9th Mich. Cavalry. but had 
to give it up on account of not being 
able to sec.ure father·s consent. Feb. 22, 
l8IH., I enlisted in the 18th llicb. Iuf'y 
and in company with other re-cntits wa~ 
taken to Detroit for examination antl 
zuuster and w~ rejected by the exaw · 
iuing physician. After an ex1>erienoo of 
a <.,-OUI>le of weeks in tbe city .. working 
in the press room of tbe Tribune office, 
then located on Jefferson avenue, I glad­
ly availed myself of an 01lportuui ty to 
return to "Tork in the Co1umercia.l office 
at .Monroe, and for a time was quite con­
tented. How·ever, the latter 1)8,rt of 
}larch, 'tH, I had another ba.d attack of 
war fever. llany soldiers were howe on 
veteran furlough at this time, inclu<ling 
tln·ee of my brother8, &nd I was n1uch 

t-crested in listening to their war sto­
rit:s and experience:;. My brothertt uid 
all they -conld to discourage me fro111 
trying to g,Jt into the army., but· like 
111ost l>0~ .. tJ of that age, advice did not go 
far. I ,vanted t.o see so1uethiug of tht, 
world an(l ha \"e the experience 1uy8elf. 1 
tmid but little, but thought a great cleal 
on the subject. Noticing an article in 
a Detroit pa.per that the First Infantry 
wanted recruitd, including several drutu· 
mer boys, I thought this was my oppor­
tunity, so on the morning of· ilarcb ao. 



114, wit& only '2 in my pocket "·ith 
which to pay my fare and buy gi·ulJ. I· 
took the early morning train for Detroit. 
without telling any one what t W88 go­
i~g to ~o. ~- er crecnring a cheap break­
fast l h_un.te,1 lll> Fin~t. Michigan hea<l· 
quarters on .. Shelby street, · between tlJe 
posto~ce and Larned ~treet, · where I 
found Col. Wm. A. Throop,., . .who co111-
mantle<l the· First. I told him I batl 
co111e to the city to enlist, bnt that I wa~ 
under age, but I thunght. perhaps, he 
would be willing to take me in as· a 
drtuumer boy: that I was very anxious 
to go and WU8 not pa.rtienlar what he c.li<l 
with me aftur I got in. The Volont~l 
IUa<lt~ no objection to enrolling me, and 
suggestetl that au old soldier, who ,vas 
pr~sent, bu.cl better go on_ ruy JlUpers as 
guardian, which he <litl This 1uight 
have worked all rfght ha<l it not l.Jt..~n 
for tlu~ fact thnt the e:uunining physieian 
(Dr. Landon) bappt--ned to l>e frutn l\lon­
roo aud kue,v 1ne and also knP\\" that 1uy 
-~ather ,va~ lh"ill"g. After gh;ng tue a 
thorongh exa1ni11atio11 the doctor .pro­
nunn<.-ecl n1e all right physieally. but ~aid 
I wonltl l>e ohligPCl to get 111y father's 
conseut he fore I c-ou ltl be 1u m..tt'red. I 
returned to the Colonel and tolfl him the 
1.11itnation, and alt4o that I hatl no ,uouey 
to take me hon1e in or<l-er to get father·s 
consent. He kindly hel1,~d me out of 
thi~ c.lifficnlty by loaning n1e $,;J '\\·ith 
which to pay n1y fare howe, and that 
evening I took the train f o:: Toledo. ar-



riving there· . alxn.1t midnight. I sat 
around in the old Island House. depot 
until morning, and after getting break­
fast ~tarted out afoot on the railr<1ad 
track for fatber·s home near BliRsfiel,l, it 
being Sunclay an<l no loeal trains run­
ning. After a walk of tK>llU:~ 20 ntilt•!il I 
.arri\'·e<l at 1uy «lc8tinatio11 foloon after 
noon ancl was disuppoin.ted in not find­
ing father at l101ue. H~ bud gone to 
Manche8ter an<l di<! not arrh"e hon1~ 
uutil l\.Io1Hlay afternoon. After bi!'I ar­
rival I lost 110 tin1c in 111akin~ kno\\"ll 
1uy errantl, antl a1uoug other nrgn1uents­
nsetl to sceure his c.-ousent I prou1ist~,1 to 
give hhu u1y bounty 111ouey ar.H1 1,.1.y, 
and he finally ca111e to 111y ,vay of' think­
ing an<l the next clay accotupanietl n1e_ 
to Detroit, ·wht!re I \\'"a:; duly 111ustere,l 
into {Jncle Ha111·M ser,·ic-e a1ul clontu .. 4'{ a 
8Uit of blue. I was rather ~1uall uncl the 
nnifonn di<l not tit ,·ery ""ell. but I did 
.not 1nin'1 a little thing like thnt, a.11d wa.~ 
1->rou:1.hly the hni,pie~t and proudest hoy 
in Detroit that day. 

Father weut ,vith 1ne to tuilitary hea<l­
qnarters.in the old Fire1uan'i; 11,lll huild­
in~ on tTeffersun avenue, vd1t,re I \\·a.~ 
·given $100 state bounty, \\"hich Ht..~uu.•<1 
a large amount or money to 1ne. I gnvu­
·fatber $00 an<l ke11t $10 for s1>en<li11g 
money. He went botne happy and I was 
sent with other recruits to the barrac.·k~ 
near Elmwood cemetery, where I hac.1 
my fi~t experience in associatitag with 
soldiers, atld my confidence in their ho11. -



esty was Melly shaken by having my 
watch stolen from my vest pocket wliile 
I W88 asleep ·during the first night tht~re. 
It was one my father had briven me so111e 
time before;· and as it was my first wa_tch 
I valued it. very· highly, but I never s,~ w 
it again:.. After two nigh bi in the bar­
rucks at Detroit I was ~ent with ot},.~r 
recruits t-0. the barracks at Jackson, 
where I remained about ten <lavs, whea, . 
togethe1·: with :mvera.l hundred otlwr 
recruit8, was sent to Washington, D. C., 
via Toledo. Cleveland. Pittsburg . antl 
.Harrisburg. This ,vas the fir~t time l 
had ever been. out of my native statt·, 
and everything wa!i new and grand to 
me, and I greatly enjoyed the trip. The 
First got back to Washington the 8ame 
day, but I was not permitted to join 
. them there. The next morning the s.1,uu.l 
-0f recruits were sent by boat acros:i the 
Potomac to Alexandria and marched 

· through the street~ of that historic old 
town to Ca111p Dhitribution, some dis­
tance up the river, where we remainecl 
a day or two, received arms and equip­
ments, and on Sunday morning, .-\.pril 
15th, with a large tiquad of recruit~ for 
different regiments, we were 1,laced on 
board a supply train as guards and seut 
to the front near Culpepper. Ti1e First 
Michigan camp w~ at Beverly Ford, 
but by 1nistake the recruits for the Fir8t 
were put off at the wrong statio~ an~ 
were obligetl to 1uarcb several miles to 
camp, which we reache-~l in the evening. 



Of course, µke all. recruits, we wert 
loaded down with everything the law 
allo~ed and were a tired and hungry 
sc1uad. when we reached camp, where w~ 
foun~ that portion of_ the regiment who 
bad not re-enlisted. I was put in the 
tent with Sergt. Lawre~ce Daily of Co~ 
·H, who seemed to take quite an intere~t 
in me and I learned to esteem him very 
highly.. Th~ re-enli8ted men, uuder 
command of Col. Throop, arri Yed at the 
-camp April 18th, and I was assigned te 
Co. G, commanded by Liettt. C. W. Ca~­
rick, who wa.~ afterwards J)ro1uotetl to 
Captain and remained in couunand of 
that company until the muster out o~ 
tl1t, regiment. J au1es Ru8.~el was fir!-it 
8ergt. and Patrick Conners l!',econd &rgt. 
of C-0. G. The rehriment was in the 3,1 
prigade, 1st dh·ision. 5th corps. co1u­
manded re~pecti vely by Gens. Bartlet, 
(1riffin and \Varren in the campaign uf 
1864. 

The camp was a. pleasant on~. with 
cou1fortable quarter~ Mituated at the 
junction of the Rappahannock and Ha­
zel rivel"8, with a _nice creek ruuniug 
near the camp. . • .\ few day~ after niy 
arrival I had a visit from my brother 
George, of the Fourth }lichigan, who 
lech1red me a little because I had not 
taken biH advice and kept out of the 
_army. Ht,re I had my first ex1:.erieuce 
iti drilling and camp duty. We were 
not long _to re111a.in in idleness, however~ 
as on the morning of May 1st we received 



erders to break ·camp. It was a beauti­
ful morning, the ·wen were in high spir:­
its, and to -~y inexperienced eye~ the 
troops presented a grand sight after t{~t­
ting lnto Urie an(l. starting on th~ march._. 
The am1y· marche<l a few; n1iles an<l \,·en~ 
h1to ca1up· near ·Brantly Station. w!u·r& 
the corps were con2o10Jiflate<l. During the 
afternoon of the 2d, ,vhile we were 011 

brigatle llrill. a heavy win<l- an<l rain 
storu1 (~awe u11 "·hieh tJlaye<l havoc l'·itb 
the tents. At noon of th~ :J<l ·w·e al(ain 
hroko catllJl iuul Mta1·te<l f~r 911Ipep1;er. 
'\\•ht-re we halte«l at sundown and rt·­
tuaine<l until 1uitlnight, ,vben we agaiu 
re~tuuc«l the 1uarch to Gt-,rnulnia Ford. 
on tht- l!a.phlan riv~r, ,vhicb l\"~ cros~ed 
on pont0t)• britlges about 8 a. 111. of tht> 
4th, antl during the day 111archetl to tht.! 
Wild~rne~~, \\·hic.·h w~ reaeh~l to,\·ard:i 
e, .. ening. Tbe Fir~t \\"a~ tleta.l"ht'tl anc~ 
n1ov_e,l on i1 1uile furth~r 011 the <)range 
Pike a1ul ~stahli~he<l a pic:ket lint- for 
the night. 'fhi:i4 \\·as tuy first ex1,erit.&nc~ 
on pil"ket nnll ,~it1Pttt' <lnty. Onr pic.-kt--t 
line \\"a!i estahlislu .. 1 in the \\"ootls near 
an 01.K,n field, hut the line ,vas '\\"ith­
dra-u·n in tht- 1uoruiu~ arul tht" rt'ghuent 
lay on the ~p1:t~~itl• side of tht." field until 
noon of the 5th, "·hen \Ve 01>ene<l the 
great Wil .. lerneS8 fight. _ Al)()ut noon 
the First ~·a8 ortlt~red to fall in and 
charge acro88 the fieltl mentioned above, 
the enemy having 1ua<le their a1>pear­
ant·e f n the edge of the woods on the­
opp08i te side of the fielu where we were 



on picket the night before. · The ftel<l 
w~ probably a quarter of a mile wide, 
and as the regiment advanced on the 
double quick we were expo~ to t~e 
heavy fire of the enemy, who ,vere con• 
cea.16(1 in tl1e \\.ood,.. As we neared the 
~oods the cow111and was gi veu to fire 
and a volley wa~ pour~ into t.he eneu1y 
(antl the "·00<lM. J This was my firHt Hhot 
at the rebel~. Ad,·a.ncing into the wood!4 
the fight beca1ue fierce, es~cially on the 
right of the litu-,, whert, a han1l to hantl 
contest took ltla.ce. The thick 1>in~ 
v;OO(lt1 Lroke up the alig111uent auc.1 ev~ry 
111.an hacl to look out for hinuielf. Cou1-

ratle Gage, next to 1ue on 111y right, was 
\\·oun<led in the heat.l at; l\"e entered tl1e 
\\·00th;. The regi111t~ut lost lu~avily in 
thi~ tight, which Wll8 the oi,eniuK of th~ 
tbree <lays· strug~le in the \Vihlerness 
au,1 the terrible '-"a111pnign of lSU-t ,uuler 
l¾eueral (¼rant. Aft~r hultliug their po­
Hition for a thue the reghucnt fell huek. 
gi viug way to t•ther tt·oo1}1'4, nu<l Ul'I Wt, 

fell to the rear pnstSCd thron~h uuu1erottl'4 
liuet:. of battle a,1 vanciug to the front to 
take theh· placl• ou the tirin~ lino. < >no 
uf th~ regilueut~ through whid1 we 
passed was the 4th l\Iicbigan and u1y 
mind was greatly relievt,tl ou u1ooting 
some of the 111~111\fflrt; of hi~ cu1upauy to 

learn tllat brother Georgt• \\·as on tle­
tached duty that day and ,voulll e8ral»e 
the fight. In this tight tho Fir~t lo~t 
Capt. Braclish, killed, Capt. 8tan way a;e­

vcrely wounde<l, and Adjt. Ray1no1ul 



was aleo ·wounded. A number of non­
commissioned offlc-ers and privates were 
al:iO either killed, wounded or taken 
prisonere .. Hnr<l figbt~ng continued all 
the afternoo~, the roar of musketry 
being continuous from the tiu1e ""e 
started the ball rolling until clark. The 
reJ.,,iruent after pa.~sing to the rear lay in 
line of battlf-' until about dark, ·and while 
in this position so111e 8hots fro1n a rebel 
battery pa~secl near us. t4triking a cul­
tnun of troops on our rhcht an<l rear. 
\V t3 slept · 'on our artus" that uhcht in 
the W()()(_l8 near where Vle lay in line of 
battle. 

After heing relieved. I took a st.roll 
tl1rough the WOO(ls and took a testa.1nent 
frotn a <li~cardal knapsack I foun<l, 1Je­
lonh11ng to Tilson T. Whitcomb, a n1en1-
her of the !Hth )Jaine, who I after\\·ar<ls 
learned was taken prisoner and died in 
a rehel prison. I ijtill have- thh~ te:;ta­
ment antl value it very highly as a war 
relic, as it has an intere8ting history. I 
al~o found a pair of <li:-1cartletl u.ru1y 
shoes on the field, which I ap1>ropriatecl 
and threw away a pair of boots I had 
been wearing antl which were &. little 
too tight for c:>wfort in active service .. 

The next day, May 6th, the reb11went 
1ay in line of battle in reserv~ on a ridge 
and received a fearful shelling, in ,vbich 
a number of our n1en were wonn<le<l and 
I came very near being hit by a piece of 
shell as it struck the ground within two 
or three inches of 111y leg whil~ lying 



.flat on · the gro,nid. Towards evening. 
while still laying in ~he position we had 
occupied <luting the day, the rebels 
charged the ·sixth Corps in. our front and 
a bard figl1t followec:l, in which our troops 
broke antl fell back towards the rt'serve 
line, and for a titne it looked as though 
we would get tnixecl up in the racket. 
I was <..",ooking sotne coffee at th~ thne 
a short di~tance fro1u the regin1ent, pre­
paratory to n1y evening n1eal, when the 
order cau1e to '·fall in,'' a1itl I v.·ent \\·ith­
ont 111y cuff Pe that night. Tha.t tw·cniti~ 
we fell hat•k behind a line of work2'4. 

Early on the 111oming of the ';th the 
fa1uiliar rebel yell was heard in onr f rout 
and we ha~tily fell in at the \\·ork~, 
rea~ly to reeeive the charge \\"'e thought 
was cotuing. hnt the reu~ seen1e<l to ba.,·e 
chan~e<.l thf~ir uiiucl before ~etting \\·ithin 
gun shot range and the fight did not 
materialize. ,ve lay (Jttietly behind the 
works that <lay._ the only firing in our 
ft ont being 011 the picket lit1H, antl Notne 

rebel i;lut.rp-Hhooter!-( \\"ere brought clo\\·u 
fronl the tree-toi,g hy our own sharp­
sbootei-8, they having conet~ale<l tl1e1u­
se!ves thPre for the purpo~e of picking 
off our 1uen. The battle of the ~?'iltler­
ne~8 was a sort of <lra.wn fight, with no 
particular HAlva.ntage to either sidtt, ntul 
on the mon1ing of the 7th Gen. Grant 
issue<l orders for a flank movelllt'llt to 
the left for Spottsylvania, the Fifth 
<Jorps to take the advance. As soon as 
it was dark we quietly started on the 



nigllt march, Griffin's first diviaiou tak-
. ing the advance. . Early in the evening 
we pM88d Hancock's Second Corps, and 
I shall never forget the t1eene that pre­
sented itsulf as we 1>8888d that command. 
The JK.>Or tired fellows were stretched 
out ooside the road for so1ne di8tance,. 
sleeping M ~acefnlly as thou[lh at ho111e­
a11d · o"iivious of nil that 'Y~ going on 
around thetn. A.bout thi~ tiine au amttM­
ing hu.,-ident occurred. We had barely 
got past the Secontl Corps when wo heard 
13ouu:~thing <-oming pell-mell in our rear, 
l\"hich we thought was a nigbt charge 
by rebel cavalry, and the 1nen cleared 
the road to prevent being rnn down. 
They <lid not reach ttM. ho\\·ever, and it 
turnt-'tl out to be a nutle stan1pe<~P. . It 
was a tediout; all night nuirch, but tho 
prob,re~s was not rapid, a.'i frequent short 
stops were made. the advan~ bting itu­
petled by ob~truetion8 to the road. · We 
at la:;t reacbetl the open country nt->a.r 
Spott8ylvania after daylight, where the 
cavalry hatl been tloiug son1tt fighting .. 
and we s~w ~veral de~.d rebels besitle 
the rou.(1. We ~"ere ha]tetl along in the 
u1orning, perhap~ between ~ight and 
nine o'clock, for the purpose of gettinf~ 
IK>mething to eat and a little rest, and 
ha<l barely got our arn1s stackt.-d when 
the orders cawe to fall in aud we were 
rushed on the double (!Uick a quarter of 
a. mile or more into the fight at Laurel 
Hill, or Alsop·s Farm, where the regi 
meut made thrte · gallant charges, with 



other regbnent& of the brigade, but were 
repulsed each time by the enemy, who 
,rere posted· in a strong position on a 
ridge. In the first charge my knapKack 
became unhooked, and not having time 
to stop antl fix it I threw it off and logt 
it with its contents. A little later in the 
tlay I ha<l the miMfortune to be taken 
1>risoner, and was taken to the rear of 
the rebt,l army and placed with a 2'<lllad 
of other prit!oners, some of w ho1u ha,\ 
been captured in the wildernes~. · Dur­
ing the day, which was Sunday, May 8,. 
our nun1bert; were increast!d to about 
400, inclu<ling a l&.rge 11u111ber of ofticertJ, 
one of them being (Jen. \V. C. Talley, 
of the 1st Pennsylvania H.eserves, t·ou1~ 
111anding a brigade; also Coh_)ncl Phelp~, 
of the 7th )Iaryland Regilneut, ~sideZi­
severa.l Ca1,tains antl Lieutenant8. So111c­
of the pri8oners were badly ,vouude<l 
antl ~nfferetl terribly for lack of t.·are. 
To" .. ard8 eveniug the rebel sullliert1 near 
us gave a lusty cheer, a.nd ou inquiring 
the canse we \\·ere told that Ueu. Leo 
wa.~ pas:.;ing by. 

Early llouday 111or11i11g '\"e \\"ere ~tart· 
e,1 und~r 1·~bcl ca.valrv t!naru fur Bt~u.\·cr ., '> 

Dam Station, on the Virgiuia Central 
Railroad, where we were to be 1,ut 
aboard cars and sent to Riclunoucl. It 
was a hot <.lay and a long, tctlioni:; u1areh 
of about 2;; ·miles, with nothing to eat, 
my captcrs having relieved n1e of every­
thing I had -left after losing my knap• 
saek, even to my pocket handkerchief. 



Long towards evening we lorded ~~e 
North Anna river at Anderson's ·Mill!i, 
which __ at this point was·,1uite wide an<l 
shallow. Although we· __ were ur~ed to 
hurry up the Yanks took their time and 
Sllme -little· delay ·was occBHioned, which 
.a li_ttle later proved to be a good thing 
fo:r UR.- We, pa88ecl _through some nice 
coun~ry cltniug· the. clay, _,vhere Yankee 
sol~liers were quite a curiosity, and so1ue 
of 'the citizens were quite abu~ive with 
their to11gnt1-~ 

When within al>out half a 1nile of the 
station, juHt before dark, \\"e beard horse­
n1en advaneing in our rear an<l soon ,ve 
were 111ade· hap11y by the sight of 8heri­
dnn 's cavalry force, ,vbich had started 
out that day on a big raid through the 
rebel country. Not\\·itbstandiug ,ve 
,\·ere nearly exhaustetl with fatigue and 
·hunger, we were overjoyed and cleared 
the road •1niekly ancl comu1enced chuer­
ing the trooper8 as t~1ey spe<l hy in pur­
tJnit of onr late guard, ""ho lit out for_ 
-dear life. The !\lichigan Brigade, cou1-
mnu<le<l by the dashing ( ¾en. Ccster, le<l 
the advance. I had Meen the General at 
Monroe ·Meveral ti1nes an<l recognized 
·him as he dashed by at the hea.<l of the 
column, and I would like to l1a, .. e a pic­
ture of that gallant offlc~r as lie appeared 
·on tbat occasion. His horse was going 
·on a gallop, hi8 right hancl grasping and 
. waving aloft his trusty sword, while he 
swung his slouch hat with his left hantl. 
(in recob"llition of the cheers of the lib-



erated prisoners}. with reins in bis teetb, 
while his long yellow hair was flying as 
he Kpe<l by, the very picture of tbe dare­
devil fighter that he "·as. BeMide hitu 
rode his bugler. It wa~ an exciting n10-
ment for ns prisonert4, aud I shall never 
foTget the grand and inKpiring sight. 
The cavalry1uen threw us so1u.e hare.I• 
tack as they R}le<l by an<l we grabhe,l 
thetu up (1 ttickly and ate theru, partially 
appeasing our hunger. We follo,~t&d the 
cavalry ou to Beaver Da1n Station, ahont 
half a 1uile <li~taut, \\"here they capturt~d 
three freight trn.in~, beaYily la<len ,vith 
8lll>I>lies for Lee'M aru1y, two loco1uotivtl!4, 
and a large atuount of Hupplie~ of \"ati­
ont1 kincl:;. ~evera.1 lnuulre<l Htatul of 
ar1118. ho~pital tenbt, etc .. all of "·hich, 
except so 1nnch &'i wad re,1t1irell to ~ntp­
ply tht' iunnt.•<liate "·ant~ of our troop1'4, 
were hurn~tl or other\\·i~e <lestr, >yed. 
The cars and station hom~e \\"ere al~o 
dt.-:,troye<l aucl the ~11giut>:-1 \\ .. ere diMable<l 
by firing l 1 a.1111t>n hall~ through the hoil­
~r~. The flarue~ lit up th~ heav~iu~ for 
u1iles aronutl. We reuutitetl llt:"ar the 
Htation that night, and having filll"<l np 
on the caphu·Pd supp!iep;, 8lept Ronnclly 
on the bare grou1ul. 

The cavalry force was <-.otn poSt-Atl of 
Gen. Sheridan's entire <.001u1uand of three 
divi8ions, prohahly fifteen or t,venty 
thousand strong. Tues<lay tnorning, the 
toth. the sccou<l antl thir(l <lh·isions 
joined the fir~t at the ista.tion. ,vhen the 
march co1u1nenced. the ~econd di vi~ion 



taldng·~the adnnce~_. :- But little· <1ppoei­
tion was encountered that da: and good 
time was made. The recaptured pris--· 
oner& were 11llowetl to do as they 1>lea~ 
and keep u1• with th~· cavalry on t~e 
forced march _the beHt they '-'-oald. To 
fa11 in the rear was sure capture. To 
march an(l keep up _with cavalry on a. 
forced raid iu the enemy's country was 
a ha.rel proposition, but \\"e (litl it ull that 
w~k, with nothing to eat ~xcept wha~ 
we could beg from the cavalry111eu, an<l 
they were very generous in dividing 
tb(~ir ras.tion:i with UM. The entire force 
cross~l the South Anna river on the 
e\"ening of the 10th. "pht're a "few llours 
.rest WR.8 taken. During tht:- night the 
first and thirtl ,livision~. au.cl the fir:-\t 
brigade of the second di \"i8ton. wo,·td in 
the direction of Ric:1111011<1, cros..~ing the 

·.Rh·hwotl(l and Fre«leric-kshnrg Railroad 
at N f.:gro Foot 8tation, tle8truyiug the 
railroad for a distn.nee · on both sides of 
the station. l¾t!U. Davieg, with the hal­
anee of the ~t!c."oncl tlh"i~ion, pr0<.·eeded to 
Ashln.ull, where he t~nconnteretl the ene-

. n1y, capturt:'<l and c.lestroyecl a train of 
snpplie~ for Lee's ur1ny, aud aftt~r tear­
ing np the railroad for so111e dirit"-1u.·e 
and hurning a bridge, rejoined the 111ajn 
force at Allen'tt Station, on the ·Rich-
1Uo1u.l ancl Frederick~burg Railroad. By 
111istake I got with Da\"ies' column, and 
ba,tf a hartl time k~ping up. 

From thi8 point the entire command 
moved on Yellow Tavern, whe1·e Stuart, 



with bts· main force in a strong position, 
a~aited the· attack o~ the Federal cav­
alry. Here a desperate fight took plac6 
between the two ca,·alry force~, the one 
co1u111antie<l by Gen. Sberi<lan and the 
othe~ l>y Gen. Stuart, wbo~e res1)CCtive 
corumand~ "·ere the large8t anll ~~t di~­
ci plinetl bo .. ly of cavalry ttvery 1>ith .. ~ 
against each other on this continent. 
The rebel~ were hadlv "·or~t~l in thil( 

~ 

tight an<l <.ieneral Stuart \\·as killed. 
Custer·s )Iichigan hrigude, in \\·hich the 
lst.r.th,Uth an<l 7th lli<.·h. Cavalry ~erve<l, 
covered th~u1~elves ,vith glory that day. 
These regiua.•nt!i cbarge«l an<l t~aptur~tl 
a rebel battery. The ~ixth w~ co111-
111anded by Col. R. A. Alger. 

I had a good \"ie"· of thi~ fight fro1u 
the yai"d at the Y cllo\Y Ta.,·•~rn, near 
which our hatteri~~ ,vere locut~d. 

Early on the nigl1t of the 11th \\'"C ,\·ere 
again in motiuu. The night \\·as elondy 
and dark, but goocl thue ,va~ uuule 
<luring the uight an<l daylig-ht on the 
u1oruin~uf the 12th funnel the entire cotu; 
maud in8hl~ of the outer lint-' of forti­
fieations aruuntl Riclnuoud, 111c1~~e<l upon 
a plateau ,vhieh overluokt'-,l tht1 ~h•a.do\\" 
Brhlge over the Chiekahou1ina, w·hieh 
were (lestroyed, and the oppo~ite, or 
l\1echanici,ville ~dlle, held in :-;troug force 
by the e11e1uy. After the co1uu1a11d 
halte,l lute a.t night I t·ru,vlt.-cl into u 
<.·orn crib at a fartu hons~ on the hill 
o,·erlooking the Chil·kaho111i11y au,l got 
a fe,\· hours' ~leep. In tht:- 11101·11i11g a 



desperate fight took place to- get po880s­
sion of the bridge by our troops_, which 
hatt been partially· destroyed, antl after 
several ; hours hard fighting tbe .r~bel~ 
were driven. away and our troops per­
n1itted. to cros~ to Mechanici,ville. 

While this fight w·3~ going on I wa~ at 
the far1n bottse 111entione,l abov·e, · ,vhere . .. 

the batteries were ·belching fortL their 
d_eadly tuissi1es a~ fast a8 · they conltl be 
loa<le<l R.IHl fire~~- In the tneai1tin1e f 
hacl sncceede<l in .capturing one of the 
chicken8 ,vhich ""ere running aroun«l in 
the yard null hatl it partly CL)l>ked \Vhen 

· or,ler!i .catne to pull ont. so ~n.vr. the 
chil·ken to one of tlu~ battery uren an,1 
lo~t 111y '-·hi<.·ken dinner. 

The ea~naltit.•~ on both Aitle!-l on tlu, 
n1orning of the l~th wa8 quite heavy, 
the Conf P(lt•rnt~, au1ong other offict"r~. 
losing ( -it•neral (lortlon. "·ho . fell 111or­
tnlly "·0111ult•tl. ... .\.fter cro~sinJ,C the 
Chicknhotuiny P-tl<1 u1arcbing a ~hort cli!'4-

tance :\1cclrn.nicsville w·us read1e(l ahont 
noon, ,vhere a halt of tw·o or, three hour~ 
"·n~ 111adP. Here w·e noti<·e<.1 1i nes of 
old breu~t.\\·orks, \\·hieh had been erectecl 
du1ing ~IcClt.•llan'!i Peninsula cH.1upaign 
two years before. Dnring- the afternoon 
the 1nnrc11 w·as continetl. pas.-;iu~ (.iaine~· 
)Iill:; to,vartl ~¥ening. I \Yt•nt throug-h 
the o]tl n1ill, "·hich i-teeJUt,-<l to ht" deserted, 
and finding n little corn 111eal I tillt.!d a 
(1uart pail (,vhi<'h I pieke«l np at ~lec.·han­
ic~ville) \\'ith the i,recions ~tnff. aud 
hun·ied on. ,Jnst at dusk I went into a 



·hott8e· io see· if I coul(l gt)t my com· n1~ii1 
COOked into a hoe cake and fo,1n<l an old 
.darkie woman all &101"' in the bou8t, an,1 
-~Ile "·as pretty badly scared at the sight 
of so many Ysukee soldie1·M. She 8ai<l 
the white folks were all •·done gone to 
Richn1on<1 .• , I 1ua<.le llll" err1u1d kno,~n 
a-ntl aftt·r -a .lit~le persua~iou tihe v,ent to 
work, 1uixetl up the corn u1Pul "·ith 
,vater,t;a.}t an·.t ,-;ho1·teuiug heiu~ a tuiun~ 
article it1 tl11 1se part~. atl<l in a ht.1 t1t half 
an hour I e111crg~l f ron1 the house '\\,.it h 
an iu1111etL~ hoe <·ake in 1ny hand~. r~tl 
hot, antl hurriecl ;1loug tu eatch 111• "·ith 
the cou111u1.nd. \\·hieh-T ovc1took a short 
-di~tanee aht"a<l. they ha.ving gont• intu 
-cutup for the uight at \Yttlnut Grov~ 
Church. By the titne I r~a<"hPtl the 
·L·hnreh I lut<l fillt·cl np -011 the hoe cak~ 
atul ia,·e a, good ~iz~a chnuk to oth, 1· 

•COllll"at1es. .A eold drizzling rain htt<l ~et 
in. Aft(-lr a ,vhile ()Juu-ad,~8 Ezra ( .;.n~~:.! 
a1ul an Eug-li~hutau uarnt·<l .TP1-ry t_ha,·(~ 
.for~ott~u hi!"\ ~ir UHtUt~). hoth Fir~jt ~1ich­
igau u1en, 1ay ,(lo,,·n ,vith a rnhh•·r 
1,lanket over n~ ancl \\'<.nit to 2--lt.•t~1,. 
Along in tlw night we woke up a11<1 
·found onrneh·e:-. lying i11 a pu<l<llt~ o1 
,vater and our clothe~ pretty '1.·t-11 soakt•tl 
The balun(~{' of 1hc night ,\·e put in 
.arouua a ,·,u111) fire. This i~ one of th~ 
~u~agrt.~enhle er.p,·rience~ \\·hid1 cnuu~ to 
evt~ry "'oldit!r in active ~er,ice. 

)fay tath "·e 1nKrcht~ to rl<•ttou1·~ 
Bridge~ an<l Sntur<lay. lh1.y 1.tth. \\ .. e 
rearhed the· Union lines at ~Ialvern liill, 



ou tfie·Tames Rlver; w·lie~ tlie·battle ot· 
Malvem Hill was fonscht July 1, 1882. 
The Union gunboats on the river fire<l: 
a few. t4hots at the con.wand\ under the· 
impression that it was a Confederate· 
torce, but soon di~overed their tni8take •. 
and no one wa~- hur-t. lialv.ern Hill is 
a high bluff an,l the Yiew at,TO~ the 
riYer is tnagnificunt. At the· foot of the• 
bluff i~ a wagon road leading to- Harri., 
t'On ·s Lan fling. a e;hort uhstanc6- tlown 
the river.· Bure tht-> ret.!apture<l pri~oner~. 
bacle gond bye to their ca ,;alry friend~, 
"·ho ha,l savetl tbew from rebel pri80ns-. 
an<l 11~rha1n; from a~ath, and lJr,>ught 
them safely through the enemy's conn· 
try to the Union lines, antl on Sunday· 
n1orning we boa1·cled a boat at th~ lau<l­
iuK and ~·ere trttate-1 to a goo(l break· 
fast, iuclntling meat .. l.>read antl bnttt'r 
and cofft'e, and ho\\· gootl it ta~t~ after 
the experi~nce~ of the previous "·eek. 
The hoat run ,lown tbt, ri v~r about 6()' 

n1il~~ that tlay to Fortre~ Monroe-,."· hert,­
it anchored for the nig11t. After a pleas­
ant: antl restful ride on Chesapeake Bay 
aud Poto1nac Rh·er we disen1barked at 
AlexantlriaTn~ay aften1oon,.~ay 17th .. 
atHl marche<l throngh that old town to 
Camp Distribution. An an1usi11g inci­
tlent occnrre(l jn8t after "·e .~ot out of 
town. Finding a k~ of ~'~r in the-1·oad~ 
v:hich hatl probal,ly tlroppetl off froru a 
dt-livery \Yagon. the· boys proc~etled to 
try nntl get at it~ content~. "·hicb was 
not au easy matter ·with the facilities at 



band. ~fter. con,dderable effort they 
s~eceede~ in hu~ting in the l1ead of the 
keg with stones. After lying in the ij\lll 
and the sn~>set111ent 8haking u1> in tryiug 
to ,:~t at it, the 8tuff it1Mide luul ,vorkell 
ib;elf up to a high state of exl·iteuu~nt.. 
au<l \\·hen ,·eut \\·aM given the ht."er shot 
up into the air, •tUOl'\t of it running to 
·waste, ancl the llll4 ll uear by gut a good 
~upply outside if tht:y tlitln·t get unu·h 
iu~icle. .A.11 had a got){l h~arty laugh. 

\Ve re1nnined at Cau1p Di~tribtttion 
until the latter 1uu-t of the ,Yeek. Fri,lny, 
~lay 2Uth, I think, whe1·1 \\·t~ rt>ceive,l 
new· equiptuent and ·weru started lm.ck 
to tbt~ frout. \Ve \\·ent lJy boat as far 
a~ Beile Plain Lane.Un~. on tl1e Poto111ac, 
ant.1 froru that voh1t gnartlt'cl a. supply 
train haek to the anuy. Thtt-! first ni~ht 
we got as far ar:; Frcclt'rickshnrg, suu1e 
12 or 1:-i lllile~ fro111 the Lantli11g, "·ht~re 
,,e parketl for the night hy the t;hh, of 
tllt' l"l~lnetery ill that hi~toric: ul<l t.o,\·t1 
,vhert' \Vashington·~ 1uother is l.n1rit~,l. 
At that ti111e the to,\·n sho\Ye<l the effect~ 
of the hal'cl usage it hatl rel·eh·e<l during 
the ,var. bdn~ l)rctty hatlly <1ilapitlntt•tl. 
autl about e,·ery bniltliug see1ut~11 to ha,·t:' 
heen convertetl into a. ho~pital, heiug 
tillecl u1> with ,,·uu1ult>ll 111e11 fro111 the 
"-riltlen1ess aud Sputt:;yl\~uuia fight~. 
:Ihe next n1orni11g we 1m.s~etl up tht' 
slope jn::;t beyont.l the to,vn where tbt' 
terrihle fighting occurred l>et,veen the 
Union antl Confederate ar1uic~ in Dl·· 
cember, l~U~. ~Iauy of the building~ in 



the town ~bowed the etf~tt, of the ter•· 
rlble shelling it received at that thne~ 
One conspicuous and noticable n1ark waH 
a hole througl1 one ot tbe church ttt~11leM, 
mKde by a cannon ball. 

After a tedi~ns and uneventful tramp 
we reached the army at North Anna 
river the morning of ?tlay 26th and I 
reported to 111y reghnent for cluty whil~ 
e, heavy rait1 Mtorn1 was falling. The 
. boys were all glad to see 1ne antl I \\"ft~ 

glad to get back after m~· hard experi­
ence of about three weeks, frou1 the 8th 
to the· 26th of llay. During the <lay I 
went ·over to the 4th l\Iichigan tH see 111y 

brother _George and relic \"e his tnin<l a~ 
to 111y \Yl1ereabouts. He knew that I 
wa~ ·either killefl or captured in the fight 
of the 8th, bnt ·wa8 not eertaiu w·hit~h . 

• 
Sni<l he ,Yent over th1:1 field after the 
,fight to 8t'e if be COllld fin<l 111e, but fir~ 
which had run ovPr the fitltl had flisfig­
ure«l many of the dead so badly as to 
~ender their identity difficult. 

To resu1ue the hh~tory of the First 
)Hchigau.I "·ill ,1uote fron1 Col. Throop's 
!'~port covering the 111ove111ents of the 
tebrin1ent for the n1onth of ~lay, begin­
ning with the fight in the \Vilderness on 
the ath, as follow8: 

"The ene111y had thrown out a very 
heavy !ine of ~kir1uishers in 111y imme• 
lliate front and pn~hed the1u boldly :nto 
the edge of a ,voo<l against 1uy lines, but 
without firing. Onr lines ha\"ing been 
formul, an.<l everything in readiness, an 



.11,ttaclt WU· oroet-ea ana 1 pusbeu 1lJy 
: skirmish line- forward at a double-quick, 
. over an open field of a.q,uu·ter of a. wile, 
-driving t~ ~ne1ny·t1 Un~ into the w00tl1! 
and outo their.Jina of bftttle. 'I \\~s fol-. . 

.lo\\?ed U.I)·by.my brigade, com1uandt,d by 
Gen. J. J. Bart1'.~tt, it1 two Hues <•f wu • 
tle, and the.fight became general. Purt 
-of my ~kinnish line fought that of the 
enemy in th~ "·oocls hand to han<.l ru;i11g 
the bayonet. I l08t very !~a,·ily iu th!~ 
~harg~ Capta.iu Bratli~. a 111ost gal1.:u1t 
officer, being killed, Captain Stan ,,·ay 
,~everely \\"OUnded in the aru.1 at the v,~t•y 
muzzle of a rel~l gun, and .Adjutant 
,Rayniund ,vo1uHle(l in thf! foot \\yhile 
·-carrying ord~rs f1·ow n1yself along th~ 
line. Frou1 thiB titue out, for ei~ht suc­

•ce~~h"-e t.lay~. ,ve \\·ere eithet· in ll ti~ht or 
:-8ki~·1uisl~ losing 1uore weu in kille<l and 
-wounde(l-each day, inchtiling our char!o'e 
:at ~\Usop'~ J:i'aru1.. on Sunday, t,be ~th, 
~ .. here my loss wa.s se,·ere. lninging hnt 
-t,~enty-three ,1ueu out uf the fight. 

··Our '\\·ork h:L'\ !.,eeu very ~,~er~.warcb· 
ing and figJ1ting O:)lltinu.ully~ tbe chanl-{n• 
.-of !JO$ition an,l variottti t,;trategic 1uove· 
tueuts <.-.anHing ue; to u,ake fr6'1nunt a.ud 
Tapi<l n1arches, ending \\·ith a fight or 
~kirwish. \V-e have ta~ken part in every 
engageu1ent, ,v.ere the very fir~t to give 
infor1ua.tion of the vroxiwity of the ent • 
.1uy, and tired the .first u1u-;ket in thiti 
-cawpal~n. For twenty-ti\·t, dayK ,ve 
have not been out of sound or range of 
musketry or artillery, an<l 1ua11y of 1uy 



cntm fi~ve been tor days · witliont slioes:. 
having nothing to p1·otect their 1' eet but 
pieces-, of blanket tied aronnd them, still 
k~eping· np ~n the march and doi ug all 
thei~ ,luties. Such tlevotion ~trely cle­
~en;~g creclit. · No~withstanding .the nn­
prect.'1.lentec.t severity of. the campaign~ 
the men ara in the ~t of spirits, f nll of 
eonfidence an(l hope, antl certain that 
full ancl sure snccess will eventually 
crown the efforts of our aruu~. 

''At the bi\ttle of Allsop·s farn1, on the­
~th inst., Lncins R. ~lills. of Colllpauy 
H. ~iz~,1 the JolorH of the ~a<l Peuu~yl-

. vania fro111 the ground. the color ~er-• 
g~ unt having l>een killed. "ntl t·a.rricd 
theu1 t\l·ic~ \\·ith our front line to the 
top of the hill in t,~;o :-lfiparate t~harges. 
n1:ul~ hy n1y rl-'giuu~ut, in the ~eeoud 
ehar~e reeeiving a ~e,·ere l\·ouu1l. l,ut­
br·in~ing the eolors of tht! ~~~1 t1afel_y off 
th-..• fielil a1ul retnruing tht•111 to the regi­
nwnt. H~ it-\ no,v in 1lo .... 1>ital ~ntiering­
iutt.•nsely fro111 hi~ \Yotuuls. I u1ight 
n1t:·ntion uuiny in~tances of iJl.<liYillnnl 
gulhlntry, but "·ht-'re all hn,ve done ~o. 
nobly it is almol:\t in11>"~8ible to 1>arti<."­
nlarize. 

"I "·cnt into the .tlr8t tlu,y·s fight (llay 
:ith) with 1 ,6 u1u~kets, atul have today 
l0-1 n1nsketH,. My losses have been 1natle 
_up pattlr by the return of 8lif,;htly 
wounded n1en to tluty antl the return to, 
the regilnent uf a nn.1uoor of detaehecl 
n1en. At the battle of I~latu.1 Ford or 
Jeric110- Mill, the ·e\·eniug "·e crOri~«l the 



North Anna Riv~r. ltay 23d, we were 
engaged with the ene1ny for an hour 
and a half. b11t having the advautage of 
some hastily c.onstructl..\(l breastworksp 
made of fence rails, ou~ loss waK stnall .. 
Captain Lockley was sev~rely wotttuled 
in tbiti tight. Captain L. C. Randall \"\9 as 
killed in a night skirmi8h ,vith the ene-
111y on the night of th~ 10th. His bod~p 
wa~ carrie«l to the rear and intc.•rrt:d with 
1>roper religious cereiuonies hy Chaplain 
Bowden. 

··Captain8 Bradi~h and Randall hn.,·e 
b ... eu c.·onnectetl ·with the n~ghucut ~ince 
the fir~t organization of the three 1uonthK 
reghnent nuder Colotu~l \Yilc.-os. Enter­
ing the service U.8 private~. they earnec.l 
thei:- rank by their gallantry and ~ol­
<lierly <1nalitieN, ha\·ing been in n~arly 
every battl~ in which the rt-gilnent has 
been engaged, ~ach ha,·il1)( l"t!l~ivcd 
t;evere wotuu.lt!I iu hatt le. 

·'Tbe lo~li of tl1e reghuent in killed in 
the battlc8 iu \\·bich it wa8 eugagetl <.lur­
ing the 111011th of l\1ay ,va~ tv.·o oflicer~ 
and t,venty 111en; wounde,1. fivtj oftit~erM 
an<l sixty-two 111en." 

During the ti1d1t at PeebleM' farin on 
}lay 8th, the oltl counnander of the l~t 
three years· regiluent, Gen. John C. 
Robintton, then t'-Omuuuuliflg a di vhlion~ 
in the Fifth Cot1>M, waH \\·onntlt:'d in the· 
leg, nec.essitatiug it8 a111putation an,\ 
disableing hin1 for further ~r1;ice in the 
field. 

During wy abt;enca fro111 the 8th to 



t6th of May, th~ regiment participated 
in the series of S1>otb~ylvauia fights on 
the 10th, 11th a.n,112tb; on the 21st WK8 

engaged at Nye River; on the 2:-kl at 
North Aunn.. null 2-tth at Jerico MillM. 

. . 
I reachecl the regitueut the morning of 
)lay 26th and that ~veuing the a.rn1y 
8tartecl on another flauk 111ove111t-nt. re­
cros~ing tht, North .Anna river, 111arch­
ing duw·n the l~ft hauk of that river, 
then tnrnin~ south <·ru~sefl the Pau1unky 
river. for1uetl lJy the North and 8onth 
Auna rivers. It ,va~ n. tladion~ night 
tnareh, l>t.1iug VPry <lark, unll the unul 
\\·a~ ankle dt·ep. 8nn<lay afternoon, }lay 
_~9th (a heantiful day), the ,vriter, with 
-otlu~rs, ,vere detaill'd as flunker~. to 
tnn.rch at a ct.~rtuin tliHtauce frC)Ul the 
road nntl ·1,ur~tllol ,vith the eohuun. as a 
pre<;antion against sudd~n attack ,vhile 
1•n~~ing through a ,Yoodt~d country. We 
tlid not 1-{0 far before it was discovered 
that the e:-1e1uy ,va.s in near proxin1ity 
and a halt waH 1nade. The flanker~ were 
-kept out on the picket line that night 
in a dense I>ieet" of thubur, un<l or(lt,r~ 
\\·ere given the vicletteK to fire if they 
lien.rd a noise iu front which sounded 
like the enemy <'reeping upon the111.· 
Along in the night I .took my turn of 
two hours on .. vidette duty. being place.I 
alone so1ue dhitance in advance of the 
picket line proper. It is a trying and 
lonesotne place to put a man a1ul the 
tbne <lrn.gs very ~dowly, hnt it "·a8 an 
experience every private soldier had to 



~ thl9ongb with many times while in 
.active :;ervice, and each soldier hac.l hiH 
own 1>eeuliar e:xperieuce~. This ni~ht I 
bad a hair-rah~ing experien(•e while on 
vidette ,luty ~ \,·hich tnruoo ont to h~ 
rather Iaugha:ble. After being ont for a 
tnue I heartl a noise in frout, ,;•hkh 
~ratlually grt-w . u1or~ diK1iuct a.!-1 it 
near~<l 111y prn~t. and being KtU"t:_& that a 
Johnny reh w-ai; cr1-1eping up on tne 1 
wnite<l until he ~ot, u.s near aH I (·an•<l to 
have hiu1 cu1ue, ,vlteu I fired in tlu~ ,li­
rectiou of the noise, when t,ou1t•thi11J,C 
ran th~ other V."ay. .A.s a lot of ho;,~ 
wcrt~ i,.pen iu the \\·c.mcl~ in tht' tuornin;.{ 
I ,\·us satii-:tied that the night ·pro\\·ler 
belonged to thtj pork•~r fa.tuily. · 

In the 111on1iug the picket line n(t­
\ranc(:'{1 sou1t• flistuncu through the ,voo,ls 
uutil ,w~ finalJy strn<·k an open tieltl, 
\\'hen the rebel 1,icket.~ tirefl upon tt~ 

frun1 the opposit.e 8itle uf the field. .After 
· a lively exchange o~ Nhot:-, fru111 either 
tdde of the field for ~01JJe tinu· the Union 
~kirruitd1 line ,va..-, urderP<l to 1ulvanc·e 
neroi;K th~ ficl,1. \\'hil~h. wn.~ 1,rou1pt ly 
done, \\·ben the rc~l l'\kir1uish line fell 

lionday evening, the HOth, we ,vere re­
lieved fro1n the picket line and rejoiiu~d 
the reghu~nt. heing very tired u1ul hnu• 
gry. Dre,v fre1;l1 Mnpply of rations that 
evening. June lKt a.n<l 2<1 tbt• regi111eut 
luul a lively ~et-to ,vith the ... ne1uy at 

l1ab"llolia ~:hvamp au<l Bethes<la Chtn·<·h. 
At the latter place, early on the 1uoru-



ing of J nne 2d, my friend, Sergt. Daily~ 
l\·as instantly killed by 11 rebel sharp­
shooter as w~ lay behind some earth­
workM, being liit in tilt~ head. He waH­
ouly two or thl'ee roc\s from we und I 
saw him when be fell. Several of our 
men "'ere woun,lecl at this place, includ­
ing a sergeant of my cowpany. whose 
na111e I have forKotten. _One poor fello,v 
v.·bo helonged to another C.t)wmancl, had 
hi~ hip torn out h~re by Mi cannon ball as 
we were about to 8Wing around in order 
to 8traightt:,u tbt!' line, and he tliell ~oon 
after. During the <lay we moved a short 
•li~tance anfl built a nice liue of \\ .. orks. 
·where we re1nained until tht, morning of 
the nth, lloiug picket duty. The ·writt,r 
had a <lisagrut-nblt-~ ~xperience one ni~ht 
at this place. Being. on picket I ·wa~ 
place(l ou vidette duty uarly in the e\"~D­
iug at a lonely ~1,ot antl tvhl to watch a 
by-roiul through the w·00<ls. The night 
·wa~ pitch tlark aud a drizzling rain ~et 
in early in the evt.•ning, which contiuue<l 
all night autl a wure dit4111al aud disa­
grt-eahle nh:ht cau hardly be imagined. 
lnMtea(l of being relievetl at the· expira­
tion l.}f t,vo honr8, it~ \\'it~ ~~u~tou1ary, by 
so1ne ovt.~rsight I ,vas allo\vell to remain 
there alon~ all night, and a~ no -relief 
ca1ue I reportt,t} to the offie~r in charge 
of tbe picket line in the morning and 
was reli~, .. ed. 

June 6th the reghucut roo, .. ed to Chick­
al~ominy river, where we occupied a 
nice ca111p in a· pretty pine gro,. .. e and 



enjo=·etl a few days' rest, where we did 
i>~cket duty and guardc<l the hriclgcs. 
While here we ret•ei v~ the fir~t 1uail 
~illi!~ Ktnrting on th-, cau11,a.ig11. which 
cheerecl the boys very much. I receive<l 
a nice letter fro1n bou1e ancJ. a • 'ho1u~e­
,vife,. to take the plaee of the oue I lrn~t 
\\·ith n1y knap8ack ?.lay 8th. ,vhile at 
this place I touk a stro11 iu the ,voo<lM a 
ehort distance fro111 ca111p ou~ evening 
when I run onto a group of t;oldier8 
holding an ol(l fashioned prayer 111et:'ting,. 
,vho1u I joine<l an<l enjoyed the 1uceti11g 
with the1u. Sonic of the Juen got \·cry 
happy. \Vhile aru1y life ,vas not t·on­

ducive to spiritual grO\\·th, it ,vas possi­
ble for one to 111a.intain hi~ l'hristian 
principles, even un<ler 8ttch 1:iufavorahle 
conditions, and I fouuJ there \\·t"re 1uany 
earnest christiau 1ue11 iu the ar1uy. ProJ 
fanity and gan1bli11g v;t-:"re 1>reYalent, 
,•ices in the artuy, the latter 1,eiug in· 
dnlged in by 1uauy of the ~le.lien; a~· 
1011g as their 111011~y laste<l after l>cing. 
paid off, "·hich ""as not very frequent 
ll.nri11g active <.."a111pai~us. 

EYery sohlier "·ho 8ervecl at th~ front 
..iny length of ti?ue during hot \\"cu.ther 
bad his experience with the ar1uy ··gray 
back," or body lice. Along the fore tJart 
of June I hau my tin;t experi~uce "·ith· 
the t>esky things. lleeting 111y hrother. 
George one day on the march l tol<l hiuu 
I guessed I had the itch, as I had bee111 
annoyed terribly for a few· (lay~ by itch­
ing. "\Vell," he said, ''l guetSs you have 



got the •gray-back~., .. and his diagnoKiS 
of n1y CRl4ff })TOVed to ~ correct. The . 
tirRt opportunity I got I went off into 
the ,voodH 1,y ~J•Y8elf and pulled of 111y 

shirt. ancl .. ~nre -enongh, on the inMi<le 
.frt~nt l>f 111y '"'ooh~n · i,;hirt llr. atul ~lr~. 
(¼ray- buck ~ad sta.~ed out a ·1arge ~izetl 
cluiln and luul already got '"'ell startPcl 
towardM raising a good sized · fa111ily. 
so111t~ of t11e unn1t11·ous patches of nit~ on 
tny shirt front hnYing already bateh(!<l 
oat. After 11u1~1U·reeiug all I eonltl titul I 
"·ashecl 1uy Hhil·t in a ,~r~ek iu1tl retnr11t1<l 
to c:ntup. It \\"U~ rather dis~n~ting- · to 
tu~ at first. hut ~oon got nsetl t<' tht~lu, 
atul althon!-{h 1 fought theu1 at c\"ery op­
J>ortnnity,it "·ns nhuost. hupos~ible to bta 
entirely fret~ fron1 thf'tu. _I Jaborecl under 
the (li~a<lvautag-f_, of having no change of 
shirt or other under clothing- from the 
titne I lost 111y :knapsack, 1\Iay ~th, until 
the latter part of .Tune. By t11at titne 
tny single ""oolen shirt had ht~co111e ~ 
sn1all by shrinking- that I could hardly 
.get it on. 

On the night of June 12th we left unr 
.plea..~ant ca1np on the Chickahowiny 
l'iver, crossing thitt river at Long Bridge 
:and marched to White Oak Swan1p, to 
hold the roads and cover the crossing of 
the main anny antl wagon trains. The 
.night of the tatb 1narched to Charle8 
City C.Ourt Hon~e, thence to Wilcox'tt 
Landing on the James 1iver, where lineR 
of battle were again formed and intrench­
ments tbro'\\"D up to cover the crossing 



to tbe sotttl1 side df tbe .Second 'Corps. 
On the 1no1·ning of June 16th we cros.-ie<l 
the James river on transports and 
marched directly to Petersbnrg~ ani ving 
n~ar that place in the eveuing, after one 
of . the b1udest -day'8 1narches I had ex­
perienced. The day was very hot and 
~he roadR dusty and inany of the men 
were overcome by the heat. a num­
ber of snnstrokes being ~ported. I 
:Stood -the march very weIL bnt my part­
ner g~e out a.bout dusk. so we made a 
sneak a short clistance from the road~ 
laid 4own in the ,voods an<l sleptsonudly 
until daylight, when we start~d in pur· 
~uit of the regiment, which we found a 
short distance_alleacl in cawp. That day 
about half of the regiment were pun· 
isbed for straggling~ myself an1ong the 
rest, which w.a.s the only time I \\·as 
.-punished while iu the sen·ice. Some 
of the men were bucked and gagged. but 
most of them escaped with a light pun­
ishmen~ being conipelled to sit on the 
ground for a cou1>le of hours witb their 
hands tied to a stake bebi tul the.m. Col. 
1'hroop was a strict disciplinarian and 
frequently punished· men nuder him 
quite severely. 

The znorning of the t8tl1 the regiment 
advanced to the front. where the 2d and 
_ Uth corps had been · hotly engaged the 
clay before and succeeded in .Iriving the 
enemy from their out.er li11e · of works. 
which was held by our troops, the ene­
my falling back some distance. to their 



inner line· of weri:s: uwe passed these­
works in our advance . evidences of the­
terrible strnggle of the evening before­
were -manifested, the UnioB and Con­
federate dead still lying on the ground 
unburied, some of them terribly muti­
lated by shot and shell We took up a 
position in some pine woods, where ,ve 
lay for a time. · while the rebel shellF­
were c.Tashing through the tree topR over 
our heads. · Later in the day we ad.:. 
vanced a short <listance ancl that night 
we lay behintl the atlvance line of ·works. 
and some lively picket firing was in­
dulged in. If_ I remember rightly the 
next (lay, Jnne 19th,. the Fifth Corps 
was moved to the left of the Norfolk & 
Petersburg Railroad an<l threw up a line 
of intrencbments. A few nights later 
we advanced a short distance and built 
a fine line of works, which was main­
tained as the -aclvance line throughout 
the siege of Pet~rsbnrg, with Fort Davis 
{nan1eil after Col. Davis of the H9th ~las­
sachusetts, who was mortally wounded 
there). a short distance to our right and 
Fort Sedi;wick. better known as Fort 
Hell. some clistnncu to our :1eft. Ou our 
left front the rebel Fort Ma.hone> nick­
named by our troops Fort Damnatio:n, 
~oon spmng into existence, and -provecl 
a great annoyance to our troops because 
of its near proximity and commanding 
positi.on. · It was built about the time 
our lines were established ancl gave us a 
.salute sev'9ral times each clay. · We 



would watch the puff of smoke from its 
guns, when some one would cry 0 down, '' 
and every man would drop down behind 
the works until the cannon balls passed 
over us. Our work here was very ardu­
ous, heavy cletails being mac.le each day 
for picket and fatib"lle duty. working on 
fortifications. I haYe a cli~tinct recol­
lectiou of working on Fort Hell several 
times <luring its constn1ction. At first 
work wns clone entirely nt night, until 
it was far enough along to ftu-uisb pro­
tection to the men working inside from 
the_guns of Fort Mahone, only a short 
distan<~e U\VR.Y, to the right front. 

At first we experiencec.1 s0111e c.liftlcnlty 
in getting water at Petersburg, but this­
was finally overcome by digging wells~ 
and an abundant supply of pnre ,vater 
was obtained. 

The breastworks were built strong am.i 
formidable, the insicle being built up·by 
logs four or five feet l1igh. against 
which on the sic.le towards the ene1uy 
dirt was piled several feet thick to the 
height of the logs, which affortlecl com­
plete protection fro1n miunie nuc.l eannon 
balls. A few feet lmck frou1 the works 
bombproofs were constructell for protec­
tion of the troops in case of a shelling 
from the 1uortar batteries of the enen1y. 
The troops lived in these bo111bproofsp 
which were much cooler than tents. and 
sheltered us from the hot rays of the 
sun . as well as from the shells of the 
enemy. They were constructed as fol.: 



lows: A hole_was dug in the ground in 
-the shape ·of a cellar, say four feet deep 
and eight or ten feet square. Blocks, 
cut from pine trees, were placed as up- · 
rights at the comers of· the excavations, 
which supported stringers upon which 
pine ~ogs were laid, completely covering 
the cellar. The dirt taken from the cel­
lar was then piled on top of the logs, 
forming a covering severa.l feet thick. 
In this way th01.1sands of bombproofs 
were built along the whole line of both 
armies. 

I spent all day, July Fourth, on the 
picket line in front of these works. The 
pickets occnpie<l little reclonbts at inter­
vals of two or three rods, and as no fir­
ing was hululgecl in by the pickets clur­
ing tbe day time, the pickets on either 
side felt free to expose then1selves, ancl 
-considerable tracling was indulged in by· 
the pickets of the opposing a.nnies along 
the line. Fourth of July was n bright. 
beautiful clny~ and in honor of the event 
the different regimental flags were uu• 
furled ancl placecl upon the works along 
the line, and. "Old Glory'· neYer looke<l 
more beautiful than it c1i<1 that1norning. 
At the_same time the bands aiong the 
line struck up the national airs. creating 
much enthusia~m, and the sight and 
souncl to the men on picket was grancl 
and inspiring. The rebels on the other 
side caught the spirit of" enthu~iasm and 
imitated the ''Yanks" by clisplaying 
their colors· and their bands playecl 



·"Dixie .. , a.nd otberS011them battle-songs, 
while· the works on either ~ide were 
lined with men wp.o enjoyed the scene 
-0n our national holiday. 

July 24th was my 18th birthday, which 
I passed in -the intrenclunents at this 
place. 

The fore pn.rt of July: wbile lying jn 
the Petersburg intrenclunents, the re­
-enlistecl n1en of _ the Fourth l!ichigan 
Infantry and a company of recruits 
unc1er Capt. _Yan Vailor which joined 
the 4th in the spring of '(;.t, ·were con­
solic.latecl with the First, which <loublecl 
-0ur force. and they rema.iuecl ,\9ith us 
until tJ1e clos~ of the war, 1uy brother 
George being among the nu111ber. The 
following i\Ia.y these 111en were sent to 
.Texas n11<l pnt iu with the ue\v 4th. 

July :Joth wns the most exciting <lay 
we experfo11ce<1 while lu,yin~t in the Pe­
tershnrg intrencb111e11ts. \Ve reeeived 
orders the night before to fall in n.t the 
work~ ;tt an early hon1·. n~ a mine ~ .. as to 
be sprnng nntler u rebel fort in front of 
the Ninth Corps •. som.e (list:tnce to our 
right, at _daylight. \Ve were prmuptly 
at our post ready for any en1ergency, hnt 
the ex:plosion was de1ayetl some time by 
the first fu~e going ont. Finally a ter­
-rible upheaYal occurred, ancl the rebel 
fort. ~-1th its occ.11pn.nts, gnus. etc .• wn~ 
blown high into the air. 1unking a griind 
but terrible sight. As soon as the 111ine 
exploded eveL·y cn.unon along our lines 
belched fo1·th their <len.dly n1issiles. and 



tor some time a terrific cannonade wa8 
kept up. After the explosion we watched 
ibe advance of the attacking column,. 
which hacl no. trouble· in taking the rebel 
works, but on account of delay and bad 
management by those in .command th& 
Confederates were given time to. rally 
and Mahone's Virginia brigade charged 
about 9:1!>-and drove our men back, re­
occupying their line either side- of the-

. crater. Our men occupied the crater 
until about 1 o'clock,. when eleven hun­
dred of them were <--ompelled to sur­
render,. and the. Union loss -was heavy 
in killed and wounded,. the entire loss 
in this well-conceived but poorly exe­
cuted attempt to break through tho ene­
my's lines· being placed at 5,640. Th~ 
troops along the line occupiecl by the 
• ·Fifth 9<>rps k~pt up a musketry fire 
from the works a gOO(l share of the day. 

The tunnel was a fine piece engineer­
ing and required an immense amount of 
work in excavating. The main shaft 
was 522 feet long, extencling from a ra­
vine jnst in the rear of the Union line 
of breastworks directly under the rebel 
fort, the lines at this point being very 
close together. Side galleries extenc1ed 
about forty feet each way under the fort 
from the main shaft, with arms at each 
eud of the side galleries. Eight thousand 
pounds of powder were placed in e·ach of 
the lateral galleries. two at ea.ch encl a 
few feet apart, at right angles to the side 
gallery, and two more in the centre of 



each of the Aide galleries. The explosion 
oc-.curred between four and five o'clock, 
annihilating tbe rebel battery and leav• 
ing an opening 150 feet long, 60 feet wide 
and 30 feet deep in place of the Conf eel• 
t,ra,te earthwork~. The next day, Sun­
day, I \"h\ited n1y brother-in-law and 
other Manch~ster boys in the ~0th l\iich­
igan Infantry, v.hich lay directly oppo­
tdte tht, exploded fort ant! had a goo<l 
view of the wreck. The Union tlea<l 
still lay ,v here they fell bet,~~en the 
lint-S antl a go<xl n1any of our wounde,1 
wert al~o to bt, seen. To attt~tupt to get 
into our lines \\"as u.lwost sure dt!ath by 
the fire of the reLel Mharp-t"hootent One 
colored soldier. \\ .. ho had era"· led cl08e 
to our works, iucccetletl in getting over 
the ·w·ork8 nnhartued while I '\\"a~ there. 
He had bt·eu 8hot t.hrongh the face. The 
Confederates granted an ar111iHtice on 
~lontlay for the pUl])()~ of burying the 
Union tlt•atl BcinK off tluty I went 
down there au<l w·w; prc8eut between the 
line8 "· bile our 111en w·ere Leit1~ hu:rietl. 
He-re I saw the most horrible si~ht tny 
eye~ eYcr beheld. ,aull oue I shall ne,·er 
f or~~t. Tho «ll~ad hiM1 lai~ there in the 
hot sun for t\'\"O dny~ ant! the \\·hite men 
'had become so dh~coloretl that they could 
hardly be '-li~tinguiMht.•<1 fro1u the eolort!tl 
soldiers, antl the faces of a J.trnxl 11u111y 

were covered with maggots. T,vo long 
trenches ""ere dng and the ,vhite wen 
placed in one and the colored 111eu in the 
other. on top of each other, until all 



were disposed of, when the remaining 
gpace in the trenches was fiHoo with· dirt 
~nd the terrible sight shut from vi~w. 
Sttcb is the horrors of war. 

In.1891 the writer and his wife visited 
the ol(l line· of works around Petersburg 
and the man on whose farm the crater 
is located hR<l it fenced in and charged 
visitors 25 eents to see the Yankee hole­
in-the-ground. 

On the 1non1ing of the 16th of·Augnst 
the First 1\Iichigun, with other troops of 
the Fifth Corps, was relieved by~inth 
Corp~ troops antl 111ove<l out of the in­
trencl1111ents "·e had establisht-<l nearly 
two n1onths before and 1narchetl a short 
distance to the rear, where l\"e lay in 
the wood~ until the morning of the ltith, 
'\\"hen the oom1nan<l tuarchetl a fe,v 
n1iles 1to the left, striking and capturing 
the Weldon railroad at the .. Yellow 
Honse," six u1ilcs from · Petersburg. 
which \\"as torn up and destroyed by our 
troops for a long distance. \\ye had no 
trouble in cay,turing the road~ as it was 
defended only by a picket line. During 
.the afternoon the Confederates wade a 
desperate effort to recapture the roatl 
and we were 1nove<l to the support of the 
third division, who ""ere hotly eugaged 
at our right, but. the enemy "·as ijoon 
repulsec.1 and quiet restored. \V ~ were 
then move<l to a position across the rail­
road and just to the left of the ''Yellow 
House,,. '\\·here "·e e.rected n line of earth­
works and the next <lay slashed the tin1-



N9 'in our trout ·as a better protoot1on. 
Towards evening of the 19th the att.ack 
was renewed by the e~my on our right 
.and we were rushed to the sup1t0rt of 
Ayres' second-division, \\"hich "·atJ hotly 
.engaged. W~--did not g~t iuto the tight, 
however., and returned to our br~ast­
works in the evening. ·Quiet prevailed 
during the 20th, but on the u1oming of 
the 2h1t the ene1u\" uuMle anotllt"r t!ffurt . 
to drive the Uni<)ll forces fro111 the rail-
roa~ but-our line was \\"ell fortitie4 by 
thit1 time and th~y were tlti\"eu hack 
with heavy loSR. I was on piek~t that. 
morning perhaps half a tuile iu a<l\·auce 
.of our ma.in line and Captain Johu 8tep­
per, of Coldv.·a.ter, had char~e of onr 
11art of the.picket line, \\"hicb \\"as e:stab­
li~hetl jttMt heyon<l a ~trip of tha1her uucl 
at the edge of an open field, ooy«1nd 
~·hich ww.; (let1se w~s. Shortly .uft~r 
-daylight the Confederates eu1erg-etl from 
the woods directly in our front, three 
lines of hattle "loop, with t"olors flying, 
au<l prt-~~nte<l a fine appearance as they 
advanced across the opening. Aft~r tir­
ing a: f~\\· shuts the picket line fell hat·k 
through tht! strip of \\"ood~ and ha.ltt~d in 
an 01~11 filed on the O!)lKl~i te Kide for a 
titne, then gradually fell haek to our 
line of ,vork8 M the ene1uy a<lv·an<.·e<l • .. 
tiring us ""e did so. To the ri~ht and 
~ome tlistance in wlvo.uce of the lin~ of 
\\"orks occupied by the First l\lil-;higan 
another line had been built an(l "'ll8 well 
,1efend~. This ac.\v11.nce Un,~ ""a8 flaukecl 



on- the le!t by lo,w thnbered land directly 
in front of the rear line, the timber hav­
ing been slash~ down. The enemy ad­
Yancec.1 bravelv. to the line of ,vorks on • 
on1· right front aud got .cl~ .to thew 
\\·hen _the rear Hne poured a «leadly vol­
ley into the1n. This w·as a surpri~e and 
thP.y bea~ a hasty retreat. leaving a g()O(} 
wa.ny •le:lll and ,vounclt~l ~~bind. I suc­
Ct1t:-c.l~t1 in ,vorking 111y \\·ay through the­
~dashing to our work8 in titne for one or 
t,vo ~hoh1 at th~ e11e1uy as they broke 
and ruu. This ._,v-a~ the last ntteinpt to 
rt>;,{ain pos!'\t."S~iou of t~,li Weltlou railro1RL 
.After the tiiht:the piekets were St:nt out 
n;;ain antl n~xt 1norni11g reoccu1,it~,1 onr 
old rifle pit~, ,vhere we- found a i:iu111ber 
of tleatl buttery hurHt~. '\\phich hacl been 
killt-'(1 by our artillery fire tlJe flay hef ore. 
A fe\\· ,,·eekM later \\·hUe pas~ing tbrongb 
thP strip of wood~ in the rear of the 
picket line, I rnn onto the partly tlt-com­
poHetl body of a Confederate soldier who 
\\·as killed in the fight relate(l ahove ancl 
had been o\·erlooke(.t. 

After the fight of Snnday morning. 
Augu!it ~l~t, the re_giwent lay «1uietly at 
the works erected by us at the "Yellow 
House·~ until the :roth of Se1)tt!u1ber, 
where we enjoyetl a much needed rest 
after the artluous ca1nvaig11 beb,inning 
}Iay 1st. ,vhile lying here Col. Throop 
was ordere<l to take co111111a11d of the 1st 
brigade of our (1st) division, and Major 
George C. Hopper assun1ecl con1uian«l of 
the regiment. lfajor Hopper wa~ a very 



JK>pulaT officer, who had been with the 
rebriment since its orgar"izati~n, l,eing 
<:'ommission8(1 ·First Lt. Aug. 19, 180t, 
Captain, April 28, 1St>2; l1ajor, llarch 
18, 18t.:-J. IIis ser, .. ice had ~en lon~ llll(l 

most honorable. He \\"as wound(-tl .in 
action at Uaines' llillri, June ~7. 18fl2: 
wounde<l n.nd taken 1>risonet at Bn 11 Run, 
Ang. 30, 1~6~; also \\"onnded at the \Vil­
rlerne~s, ~lay .";, l~G-1. HiR three years' 
ser,·ice ha.ving ex1)ircd, he wa!i 111u~ten~l 
out and left the regin1ont Sept. !jl, l~G4, 
soon after taking co111111ntlll.an<l retnrnetl 
to his hon:c in Detroit, "·hc~e he i~ stiJI 
living. Ile has l>t'en pay1uaster on the 
lliehigau Central Railroa«l nca.rly e,·er 
:;ince he ea111e out of the ~ervieo. 

Captain John 8tep1Jer, of Col<lwnter, 
·also h•ft the reghuent n.hout this thne, 
being 1nustcretl out Sept. ~,;, l~(l-1. on 
a.ecount of expiration of enli~huent. Ile 
entered the ~ervice ~\pril lH, lt'(Hl, as 
Serg·t of Ca1>t. AhlJott'8 Co1111,any li, 1st 

_:-J tnonth~, fro111 Burr Oak, and re-cu.listc,1 
in S(•pte1nher, l~Gl, as Serg't in Co. B. 
for the three year~ rmr,·iee. Pro1uote<l 
to Seeond Lieut.. July L 1~02: Fir~t Lt .• 
Aug. m;, 1~,i~, and to Capta.in of Co. B. 
l\Iarch 1~. l~fia, ~erving in that capacity 
to the titne he "·a~ mustered ont. He 
\\·~s taken vrisoner at Heconcl Bull Rnn, · 
Aug. :JO, 1~62, anc.l exchnng~d a few 
111ontbs later; \\·oundec.1 at Freclcricks­
burg. Dec. 13, 186~. lie ,vas a popular 
offil'er and highly estee111A<l by the 1ncn 
in the ranks. His la8t fight \\''Tl.~ Sunday 



morning, Aug. 21st, . when he had charge 
of the picket line. He is one of the few 
surviving officers of the. old ltirst. His 
home is ai Cold water. · 

A number of other men whose time 
had expired left the regiment while Wt, 

lay at the '· Yi~llow House," and th~re 
were so1ue aceeMsions to our rank~ about 
this tin1e by the return of n1en f 1·om 
-the ho~pital w·ho bad been knocked out 
early in the cawpaib"ll. Among . this 
nu1uber was 8erg·t A. S. Kirklu.ntl, of 
Quincy, w·ho ·was ,vonnde<l }Iay"·r,th in 
the \V ilderne8s. He " .. a..~ one of the de­
f ender8 of W tt8hingtun during Early's 
attack on that city in July, 1~04, ,vhen 
every 11u-u1 in the city who ,val'l a hle to 
do duty ,vns colllpcllell to go into the 
trenches that had been built around that 
city, incltHling tho depart111ent clerks. 
Cou1rade Kirkland was put in counnand 
of a uat~n.lion of convalescents on that 
occasion. 

An a111n!iing incident occurred while 
we ,vere lying at the "Y ello\\ .. House." 
A sutler near our camp got on a big 
supply of fine large \\·ater111elons one 
day antl the FirHt boys 111ade a. raid on 
him, and his 111elo11s an <lisappeare<l A 
search '\\·as afterwards uuule for the1n in 
the tents, but none were found and the 
boys were all in i!-,'110ra.nce as to what 
ha<.l become of the1u, although nearly all 
hatl shared in the f ea:-Jt. 

Another incident occurred here, n. very 
sad one. A soldier belonging to a Penn-



:sylTania "'Buck-tail" regiment was exe-­
-cuted near our camp for desertion, be­
ing shot to death by a squad Kelected for 
that purpose from his company: Thi11 
was t~ie only time I saw a u1an shot for 
1.leser~ion, although later I gaw t\\·o 111en 
hung at the sa1ne time for the sa.tnt, 
-0ff ense. · Hanging for desertion wai; of 
frequent occurrenca in the rt!a.r of th~ 
lines at Peter~burg during the \\·int-er of 
1864-5. 

()n the morning of Sept. :10th \\"e broke 
,en.mi> an,1 "'ere again on the tnove, thig 
time to the front and extre1ue ri~ht of 
the euf3wy·s position near Poplar Oro\"" 
-l~hurch. It wa.~ a beautifnl day an<l the 
troop~ \\"ere iu high t\piritM t!.ftcr our Ion~ 
rest. \Ve knew· that troublt' ·was ahead 
.and that ·w~ l~Ul<l not go far ,vithout 
running into the .. Johnnie~." After 
warchiug ahont t,,·o .1uhc~ \\·e were ad-
111011i:sht'tl that th~ reht.•1 picket line luui 
Leen readu:<1 by their firing on us. AK 
usual the First llichigan \\"a8 dt:"j•loycll ' . . 
as skinuishers in front of the brig-a<le 
an,l a.(lvanced stetulily aero~~ a s\\·au1p 
to a lar1-'e open field, driving lhe ~ne-
ill",.•..: .. ,.~ ..... ;.,h 1111, .. 1-.u<•k to tl1c1·r v.·••rko.1 J .-, t"'\.A. l I. &&&A•~•• •• •• '-" .,,. Cl. . • 'I 09 

·whic11 conHistt-~l of a stnall fort "·ith a 
fine line of hrcast,vorkti on ~ithcr i;itle 
and "·ell defended hy artillery and a 
force of •lisu1ou11ted ca·valry. .A. charge 
was ordered. and the Fir~t, "~ith other 
troops, J)ressetl on to the work8 acro8g 
an opeu fi~ld, "·hich \\ .. ~,s carried in fine 
style, the enemy breaking an(l running 



as- our boys mounted the works, a few or 
them being tak~n pri~oners. The First 
lost a number of wan in this fight. The 
t 6t11 )lichigan, which oolongecl to the. 
2tl brigatle, . alMo sutf ered quite a ~vere 
loss, 10 men bein~ killed and 42 l\·ounde<l. 
Colonel ,,.,. elch of that ·reg-hnent was in­
stantly kil1t1c.l as he n1ountec.l the rebel 
work8 and ::\Injor Partridge \Yas se,·erely 
"·onntle'1 in the gallant charge. It \\·a~ 
R grand ~i~ht as the long cohunu, co111-

po~ecl t•ntir~ly of<JrifHn ·~ tlivision,n!essetl 
for ward at·ross the open fieltl 011 the 
(lonhle cpli('k in tht-\ fa.ce of a Mharp fire 
of 111u~kt·try and the rapitl tire of six 
cunnon. The \\·orks ,vere enrrit•tl with 
a ru~h ntul tho rebel~ fled in confusion. 
It is kno,vn in history as the battle of 
P~el,lt:\ ·~ Far111 or Poplar (¼rove Church~ 
and ,va~ one of the hrilliunt e,·ents of 
the ,var. Thi~ line of work:; ,vas five 
.mi1E1s fro111 PoterMl>nrg. 

In the fight of 8ept. ~0th at Peeble's 
Far1i1 the rt-ghnent \\·as in couuuantl of 
_Captain Jan1e8 H. \Vlu~aton, ,vho '\\·as 
shot in the heiul ant! instantly killed 
l\·hile le~uling the rcgi111ent in another 
hurd fi~ht «lnrin~t the evening of the 
Bat11~ day. St·pt. m•th. He ,va8 a Lrave 
officer an,l highly et~tee111ed hy the entire 
co111111ant1. His horue "\\·H.8 at Chelsea, 
and be entered the ser,·ice a8 private in 
Co. D ~lay 1, 1~61, in the Fir~t three 
tuonths re~hnent anc.1 on tho reorgani­
zation of the r(1gh11ent for three years 
he was . made Sergeant of Co. F; pro-



moted to Second Lit,utenant July 14, ·62; 
wounded at second Bull Rnn, July :_JO, 
'62: Pirst Lieut., Ang. 30, '02; Captain, 
Jan. 1, 'M; killed in action near Po1•lar 
_Uro,·e Church, \r a., Sept. ao, 'U-1. Capt. 
Wheaton was known as the one ~Y(,-<l . . 
Captain, having loMt one of hh~ eyeli in 
the service. He was succee<lctl in cu1u­
nlan<l te111porarily hy Cn1,t. A. H. llcl'­
ritt. Fu~lo"·ing i8 a rt-port of Cnptain 
l\lerritt fur the u1onth uf Septc1uher, ·n4: 

"During thi~ 111011th tlu.~ rt•giu1t•nt lny 
in cuiup near the Six ~Iile IIouse on th~ 
Welc.lon lta.ilronll an<l fr~rnishl••l very 
heavy ·c.lt'tail~ for picket and fatigue 
duty. V1>on the :mth \\"e reccivc<11uarl'h­
ing orders, and left our campin~ ~runnel 
at 8 a. 111. ,v e 1110\"(~l to the cxtrt~111e 
right of the ene111y·s 1>o~itio11, whil'h ,va~ 
near Poplar Uro\"o Church, au<l cau1e 
up vtith their skinnishers after a 111nrl'h 
of about t\\·o 111Het-1. The re~ilneut \\·as 
d~ployed in front of the a«l hriga<le, 18t 
<livision, 5th corps, to "·hich it belong~~ 
and nftt-r fonning. advanced, driving 
the ene111v's skiru1isher8 Lack to their ., 

work~, ,vhich were ,,·ell <lcft!tHletl by 
artHlery and dhnnonnte<l t!avalry. antl 
protected l.,y a 8trong line of ahath,. ,v e 
"·ere ordered to charge, w·hich \\·e <lie.!, 
carrying the works in fine Htyle. The 
abatis clid not see111 tc; be 1nuch of an 
hupedhnent, son1e of the troop~ spring­
ing clear oYer it in their enthusiai,tic 
haste to c-apture the \\"Ork!i and artillery. 
In this charge we c&1>tured a few pri~-



oners, and by some mistake were sep&.· 
rate<l from the rest of the brigade and 
warcbed to the right, where we were 
again forced to deploy as skirmishers in 
or<ler to protect the flank of the di visiou 
and to a,yoi<i capture, the other portion 
of the division having µioved for\\ .. ard 
upon the eue111y's se<;ond line of ,,·orks. 
We advanced through a dense strip ·of 
wiltlen1ess, about one-fourth of a 1uiitj 
in extt~~t, a11tl nft.-~r conting out into the 
open field di~t·overed t\\ .. O strong fortifi­
cations ancl a portion of a line or-,._ .. orks 
upon ""hich ,ve 111ru.le au a.-~sault and 
actually carried the1n, capturing t-,vo 
1>risoners, antl ,vith a 111ere skir1uish line 
without 8llJ>port. \Ve l!~ltl the ground 
thn8 gniue<l ugaiust repcatt-1il assault~ by 
the e11e1uy':i skiru1i~hcrs, uuu.le to recap­
ture it, 1-.ntil about 4 p. 111., when we 
\\·ere re1ievut.l by tl1e 2d ,liviMion, nth 
corps, n.n(l ordert.-d to rejoin our brigade, 
" .. here ,ve found 1u..~arly one-half of the 
r~gitn~nt, ,vhich bud hcen rclie,·t..~ fro111 
llicket after breaking camp in the 111orn­
ing, antl had con1e up in tilue to partici-
1>ate in the day's battle. 

"In the 1ueantitue the enemy ha<l at­
~ackcd the Uth corps, \\ .. hich had formed 
on our left, and "·as, after a desperate 
8truggle, flanked upon the lt~ft ~wd 
f orce<l back for a e-0nsiden1 ble <listan~e. 
Our brigade '\\"as ordered up us support~ 
and we arrive<l in titue to aitl in retak­
ing the lost grouncl, and assisted in :re-
1>ulsin~ the enemy in three successive 



cehargce. In this ~ast engagement Capt. 
.James· H .. Wh~ton was killed, being 
shot through the head by a minuie ball. 
After this sad cMnalty I a&;nwed con1-
~and of the regiment. 

'•The.battle being ended, shortly after 
-dark the whole line f~ll back to the line 
of works captured in the fir~t assault in 
the morning.'' 

The regituent lo8t four killec:l and 21 
wounded in the day'8 engage111cnt~. 

Fro1n the :?u to the 2';th of October th~ 
regiu1ent ,vas engaged principally iu 
throwing up fortific.ationti(, and· on the 
latter date u1ov0(.l "·itb the ,ith corps to­
\Yartl the 8outh Side railroad~ an all 
day's ll!ctrch. II~rc so111e fi~htiug took 
plaee, but the First \\'ll-8 not ~UJ.{a.gt~t.l. 
The u1ove111ent not ht•ing a sucue~s thu 
troops rctnrnetl to their ol<l position n.t 
Peeb]e ·s Far111, \\·here it re1uait1t'<l <luring 
No,·e1ulx•r duiug picket duty and uuilcl­
iug fortifications. 

On the Hth of Deeeu1her the 5th c-0rp8,. 
· iu ,•:hich the F'ir!it llichigau 8Cr\"e<l, 
starte,l on a raid a.long the \Veldon ra.il­
ro,ut south of :Pctcr8burg, untl after 
crossing- the :Xotta\\·a river the reg:in1e11t 
as8h;ted in destroy.ing · several 111i h·~ of 
that railroad, pn1t.=ct.-<.ling .:.i8 f a.r a~ Hickl'S­
f orcl. Soiue fightin~ ,vas in<l.ulg-ccl iu. 
The w·ea.ther turned cohl aull a lie\•cre 
sleet atJ<l rain storm 8ettiug in ,vhile on 
thiH rui<l caused much suffering ancl 
bart18hip a111011g the troops. On the 12th 
the co111wantl returned to tlu, ,vin ter 



',raarfe rs established by tliem in_ the rear 
rif the Petersburg iines shortly before 
atarting on the Weldon.rai<lof Dec. 6-12. 
This wns known by the boys of the First 
as the apple-jack raid, some of them 
getting pretty full on that beverage~ 
\\"hich thev found iu Confederate f ann .. 
houses. 

February 5, '65, the regitnent broke­
eainp agc1in antl parti<.;ipatt<l in a ·Harc.1 
fight at Hntcher's Run on the 6th. dnriug­
-n·hieh t11ree of our brave boys ,vere .. 
killed, viz: Htrgeant fieorge Tillotson~ 
Co. B, Corporal ()scar Nash, Co. .A.. an<l 
ncting Corporal Charles \Vonc.lerlick, Co. 
fr (color guartl). A few were woun<le<l 
anc.1 othtirs taken prh,ouers. _ Lieut. Col. 
(ieorge Loekley, "·ho ""as. in con1man<l 
of the regiu1ent, was '\\"Ountle<l tlnring 
the figl1t of the fitb, ,vhen Brevet :\Iajor 
Corneli ns B. v· an· v· alor assu111e<l com­
n1antl Dnrkness pnt a stop tu the -fi~ht 
on the evening of Feb. fith, antl <lnriug 
the night a ~evere stor111 of bail e.nll 
sleet set in, tnt·ning to rain, v:·bich con­
tinnetl all next day, freezing as it fell, 
and causing 1nuch suffering an1ong the 
troops,e~pecially t11ose who were ""onn<l­
ec.l. The regin1ent ther. ~·ent. into cauip 
near Hatcher's Rnn, at the extreme left 

• 
of our line, an<l on the 2:ith of 1\Iarch 
participated in anoth~r attack on the 
enemy'8 lines at Hateher'ri run, having 
!ieeveral mE>n wounded. 
. liarch 2f)th we started on our last 
catnpaign, '"ihi,:h euded at Appomattox 



April 9th by the surrender of Gen. Lee 
~nd his brave army. In thhi1 ca111paib'11 
tbe :ith corp~ supported Sheridan·~ cav­
alry force in the cluisc to heacl off -Let3 ·s 
army and preyent thetu fro1n t•~eapiug 
so_uth and forruing a junction ,vith John­
son ·s army. The firt;t hard fi~ht, in thig 
canrpaign ,vaK at Five Fork!-\ on ,:\1»ril hit. 
At this_ place, ,vhich ,vas so1ne four u1ileti 
,,·eht of his 1nain line of \\"ork~, Lee ha<l 
uuls8etl all the troo1>s ht l'onlt.1 ~pare 
fro1n hh~ 111ain body, and })lat·t•d tlw1u 
under eo11111ut11c.l of ~lajo:- (.-h~n. "1-'ickL·t t, 
~ ho here i11trencl1e,l his iufautry east 
a1itl ,vest of the forks for nbont a 111ile 
in ea.ch tlirectiou. Uen. 8heritlen \\'aM 
in co1111nand of the ·union furn·s a1ul at 
1 o'elo~k of the lt;t he ordered (it.•ueral 
\Varren to bring up his (;";th) corp~ auc.1 
fonn line of 1.,attlP. .A.t -1 o'elol"k tho 
order \\·as given to a<l,·auce, nntl after a 
barc.l fight the eneiuy "·as ronh.•cl and 
a grand vil'tory ~ainecl. .A char~c of the 
cavalry cou11lleted the ront, auc.1 the rt!tu­
nant~ of the <livh,ious of Pieket ntul 
Johu~on tlell w·estward fron1 Five ForkH, 
J>nrsnetl for 1uany u1iles by the Union 
c~Yb.lry. Ili~tury sayH "the trophit~:-J uf 
the day iuch1,!~d 111any colors auc.i·guns, 
antl above ;,,ouo pri~ouert4, of \\·hich· 
tnuuher a,24-1 ,vere ta.ken hy the Fifth­
CT,rps. Brilli'"lnt U8 the vi<·tory ·wa~, it 
\\·as \\·on \\·ithout great sacrific1J of life, 
the losses of the cavalry being 1,ut a fe\\" 
hundrec.1, and those of the infantry, 6:;.t 
killed and ""onndell." 



The First had a few men wounded in 
the fight at -Five Forks.· 

For so1ne reason General Sheridan be­
hame diM-'Jatisfied with Gen. Warren's 
~antlling ~f his troops duri.ng · the fight 
at Five Forks an<l relieved him from the 
command of the F~fth Corps, '\\•hich be 
had led so successf nlly. This "·as a 
great tli~appoi11t111ent to the 111en, as 
they Juul the u tn1ost confiden<."e in the 
ability antl fighting 'lualities of their 
connuatlller, ancl they felt that Sheridan 
had done \Varrcn a great iujusfice, antl 
it looked like a 1iiece of spite work. 
Sheridan in · his charges claiu1ell that 
Warren "did not exert hi111silf to get up 
hi:1 corps as rapidly as he 111ight have 
done; aucl his 111a.nner gave me the iw­
pression that he ,vi~hed the sun to go 
llo,vn before ~he dispositions for the 
attack coultl Le co111plete<.1." 

In a subsequent court of inquiry, or­
dered hy the Presiclent, (1enernl \Varren 
wa8 co1111lletely e~onerated, the ,!ourt 
deciding ngainst Sheridan's charges iu 
every instunee ant! ju8tifying \V arren 
in his every action. 

April 2d, the day after the defeat at 
Five Forks. General Lee notified Jetr 

·Davis n.t Richn1011tl that he could not 
bold his lines any longer, so the Presi­
dent of the Southe1n Confederacy fled 
south an<l Peterz,hurg and Rich1uond 
were evacuate<l by the Confe{lt'rate 
forces, and after a running tight of 

_ seven days were co111pelled to surrender 
at A }>pomattox on the 9th. 



After tbe Five Forks fight the First 
Yichigan was engaged with tlte enemy 
at Amelia Court House on the 5th, at 
High Bri<lb~ on the 6th, and at Appo· 
anattox Court Houge the morning of the 
9th, wh~re they fired their la.lit shot in 
the four years' c-0nflict for the preserva• 
tion of tl~e Union. At la8t victory· luul 
~rowne<l our efforts, the reLelliop ,yag 
-crushed, and & tnighty shout of ,·ictury 
went up along the Union lint•~ a~ the 
neu·s of Lee'ij fiurrender ·wa~ aunouuce,1. 

During the <lay th~ wri tt!r i,trolle<l ovt .. r 
near the Confederate ca1111>, and wJ1ilt1 
standing l>y a ?-;iualJ priv:1te hnryiug­
grountl, euclo~ed by a fenc~, looking 
do\\·u upun the vanquished foe, ,vho 
were oecupying Io,v~r gruutul, Gen. 
Grunt antl :;ta.ff rotle up aucl halte<l fur a 
fe,," !niuutes \\·ithiu a fe\\· fet•t of \\·hett, 
I stood an<l I got a good view· of hitn. 

Tiu_-, Confctlerat~ ar111y \\·ere "·ithout 
1·ations, nearly starvett 1morly ela<l, an<l 
in a tle1uora1iztxl condition generally. 
ucneral Urant dividetl the rations in­
tended for his troo1>~ ,,~ith the1u, so ,,;e 
"·ere on seant rations for t:4evcral llay8 in 
cunseq nence~ and sotne of the boys had 
to resort. to foraging to g-et euongh to 
eat. 

I secured a piece of the f an101t?-J A1>­
}l0tnattox apple tree, un,ler which it is 
sai<.l Gens. Grant and Lee 1uet at the 
titue of the surrender, "·bich "~a~ carric.~l 
a "\\"a.y root and branch by tbe so1<1ier8 aR 
relics. I also picke<l up some f use!i 



which lay on the ground by a rebel bat­
tery, one of which, \\"ith the piece of 
a_pple tret,, I still have in n1y pos.'ies8iou .. 
Desi<le this battery lay a fine looking 
young Ct)nfetleratE- Lieutenant, ~Yho hat1 
been killed· in · the fight that 1nornin~ 
and still lay wht.•re he fell. Although 
the sight ,vns a fa1uilinr on_e, it s.?t:'tned 
too l,atl to think that so ~itic a speeituen 
of 1unnho0<l should Le HlU~rifiee\l at the 
last u10111eut. He ,vas the ln~t <leatl 
~oltlit~r 1 ~a.\v ,\·ho lo~t hii,, life in hattle. 

<)u .April 1 :.?th the rt.•tuuaut of-lJt•ueral 
R. E. Lt•t.:s gall:n1t nr1uy delivert:'1 U!) 

it~ arr111~ antl hc1 tt lu ftagti tu th~ U uion 
troops, nutl pus:-.ed into hi~tory. 'fhe 
tlistinction of re~:"~i \·ing the :,lUTt~n<lcre<1 
ar1ns wnli conferi-,_•t.1 upon the oltl third 
l>riga«le, 1~t t1ivision, !}th corp~, which 
thm1 t·ousistt•«l of thl' l:'\t ancl tnth l\Iieh­
tg-an. =~~d )Ias~a.l'hnsetts, ~a,1, ~H:,t. 1 H.Jth 
a1Hl t:,.ith Penusylvaui11, t·t•giinl•llt~ 

The Confe,lt•rate ar111y tlwu broke up 
anll ~tarted off in H,11u1t.1~ for their hon1es, 
an<l although their eau~e wa~ l™t th~y 
8Peu1c<1 to he 21.~ happy U:i the "Guion sol­
<liet·s o,·er the tt:r111ination of the long 
au<l desperate ~trug~le. The 1uen of the 
t · · ,, • f 1 f ... \\"O :tr:nH!ti ;1uug1eu to~etuer ree y n tt.•r 
the snrrencl~r and ,vere on the best of 
ter111s. I 8till bave so1ne Conft..-tlerate 
money one of their sohliers gave 1ne at 
Appo111nttox .. 

April 1:.?th ~·e started on the rl·tnru 
mareh to Peter~burg. anll the ev·ening 
of the lath, as we baited for the night, 



the terrible news reached us that Presi­
dent Lincoln had been at-isais~inatet.l, 
w·hich cast a great gloom over thear111y. 

The anny }lassed through Peterijhurg, 
thence to Rich1non<l aud \Vatihington. 
but the First llichigan wns plaeecl on 
tletachell service, '\\'ith headqnartcrH at 
City Point, on the Jauu~s river, ahout 
tt:'n tnileM fro111 Peter8uur~. T,\·o co1n­
r,anie,s were sent to llant·he:;tcr, oppo­
Mitl~ Riclnuond, "·here they guartll•tl 
cotutni~~n.ry ~upplit.•H for a thne. The 
rest of the regit11eut \\?ll8 en~agetl in 
guartlin~ trains bet\\·een City Point autl 
Burkvillo Junction until the lHth of ~lay, 
when the entire re).,ritnent took trant,port 
for .Alexantlria, an<l ,\·ent into t"atnp on 
Arlington Ileights,upposite \Vashington. 
\Vhile ]yin~ here one of the Fourth hoy~, 
who hacl serYed clear through the ,var, 
<lied sutldeuly of heart failure. Gov. 
llhur visitetl tho reghuent at this place 
and ad<lreti~ecl the coruuuu1tl. The boys 
"·ere all very happy and "·e hac.1 fine 
thue~ here. antl nearly e,·ery night the 
,soldiers of c.liffercnt conuuandN ,voulc.1 
foru1 toreh-:ight p1·oc.'.t~Htiio11~ ancl uuirch 
around to lumdquarter~. 1uaking a very 
t>retty sight. The 1norning of l!ay !?all 
we u1arche'1 past the Arliugtun hotu~e, 
where Arlington Ceuietery now is, atu.1 
at·ro8s the Long Bridge to the city, nnu 
after a long "·ait for our tnru, tuarche<l 
in the grand review of the Arwy of the 
Potomac do"·n Pennsylvania avenue, 
returning to can1p by "·ay of (h!orge-



town, ti1'8<1 and hungry. The next ~ay 
Sherman's army passed in review and 
the scenes of the day before were re­
peated. I, with Qtbers, succeeded in run­
ning the ~aard on Long Bridge and got 
into the ~ity without a pass, witne~sing 
the para<le of Shernian's ar111y on the 
24th. It was a glorions eyent for the 
victorious ar1nies and the grandest n1il­
itary di~play ever seen on this con~ 
tineut, being witnessed by an inunense 
throng of people. 

June lHth thereghnent was put aboard 
of sotue flat ca.rs and went to Parkers­
burg, .,v. ,~a._, on tho B. & 0. road, and 
thence to Louisville, Ky., by boat dow·n 
tl1e Ohio rivl·r;. reaching that city the 
n1orniug of the 21~t. Later in the day 
w·e "·ere tu ken across the river to J ef­
f erMon ville, Ind., ""here we "·ere 111us­
tere<l out" .July 9th, and iitarted for hou1e 
the 10th, reaching Jackson the l~th, 
"·here a tine batu1uet a\\·uitt~<l ui;, ·1>re­
t>ared hy the good people of that city. 
On Jnly 21st the regiu1ent ,vas }):liu off 
at Jackson and disbanded. 

Following is Col. Lockley's farewell 
a<ldress to the regitnent: 

H&Al>Cill'ART.t:us 1"'1RMT lt1cn. bn·AsTRY, , 
JAcK~os, lllcn .• July :!1. l~i5. , 

After fonr yenrM' st•rvicH \\'e at·e uo~ 
awut to separate, to re~uu1e our dutje~ 
as citizenM. \Ve ha.ve 1na<le our laMt 
n1arcb and fought our last fight together. 
You, n1y veterans, ean go to your hon1eR 
proudly. You have won a noble and a 



glorious record. . Yon nave done your 
full share in putting down that unholy 
and cursed rebellion. . 

It is not nec.t.-~sa.ry for me to tell you 
<,f the many hard-fought fielilil, or the 
weary 1narches in which you have par-
1 icipat.ed. · But in taking fare\\·ell of 
yon, my brave cowra<les. you \\·ill 1>er­
mit me to thank you for tbe nohle n1an­
ner in ,vhich yon have a8Riste<l w.e t-0 do 
my duty ancl obey wy ord~rs. 

Let Ul'l thank G·ol that '\\·bile so many 
of our gallant co1ura-c1es have l>et.'11 
.strick{~n do,vn, He has r~rn1ith.~l us to 
return· to thos~ ·we love. ~'We n1ot111J 

our fallen brave8: their n1e1uory "·ill be 
~ver green in our heart...;. They have 
not fallen in ,·ain." 

Knv\\·ing, us ! do, that you \\·ill ever 
-conduct yoursehres it1 civil life M you 
ha,·e as ~l<lierri, I bid ~~ou fare,,·e!l. 
(io<l blmi1~ and protee.t you in the fntur~ 
a~ lw hns in the pa~t. 

Cotnra<les of the FirMt llichigau \" et­
oe1·a.n Infantry-- fiooo DY1-;. 

01::onui-: LocJ{J .. i.:Y, Colonel 

The Firt')t three yt!ar8' r~gitnent hall 
~arried 011 its rolls in. a.11 1,:!-Hi oflicerg 
anc.l 111en, aucl h:ul lost 12 officer~ aud toa 
111t~11 killt~l in action, a ofli(~erp; an'1 :12 
men died of \\·ound!i, \\"hi~e one officer 
and U:? u1en died of (liseu.~e, 111akiug a 
total death lo~8 of 2.ia 111en. 

Follo,ving is a li~t of battles in which 
tbe First )Ii~higan 1mrtici1late<l: 



First (tflree months)-Bttll Run, Ya ... 
July 21, 1861. 

First (three years)- )1ecbanicsville,. . . 

Va., June 26, 1862; Gaines' Mill, '"a., 
June 27, 18(l2; Peach Orchartl, ,ra., Junt.• 
29, 1862; Savage Station, Va., June 20. 
1862: Turkey Ben<l, ,.,.a .. June ao, 1~G2: 
V.?hite Oak S\\·a111p, Va., June ao, 1802; 
Malvern I-Iill, v·a., July 1, 1S02; I-Iarri­
son'~ Lnndiug, Va.> July .2, l~t~; Gaint~s­
Yille, ,·n., Augu~t ~u. 1~02; Sccorul Bull 
Run, \!u.., .A.ngnst :;o, 18G~; A1!_!ietan1,. 
l!cl., Se1>t. 17, 18ft?; Shepard~tow1i.Ford,. 
,·a., Se1>t. ~o. 18li2: Snicker's Gap, ,ya.> 
Nov. 14, 1~6~: Freclericksburg, ,~a., Dec. 
ta and 14, 1~62; U. S. Ford, \"a., Jan. 1, 
l t'6:J; Chaneellorsville, Va., llay l, :.?, a, 
4, 5, 186H; Kelly'8 Ford, ,.,.a., Juue 9, '6;J; 
Atd1hy's Gup, Va., June 21, 1:;oa: Gettys­
burg, Peun., July 2, a, -1. 18H=l; \Villia1us­
port, ltcl., July 1~, ·oa; \Vappiug Ht-ights, 
,~a., Jnly 21, 18U:1; Culpepper, \""a., Oct. 
13, 186:J; Brantly Station, Va., Oct. la,, 
1803; Bristo Station,. \.,.a., Oct. 1-1, 1863; 
Rappalianuock Statiun, \.,.a., Nov. 7, ·oa; 
Cross Roads, · \~a., Nov. 26, ~63: }line 
Run, \?a., Nov. 29, 1863; Wilderness, 
Va., llay :i, 6, 7, 1864; Laurel Hill. ,Ta., 
l\Iay 8, 18U4; Po River, ,.,.a., l\Iay 10, '6-1; 

Spottsyl,·ania, Va., May 12, 1804; Ny 
River, ,.,.a., )lay 21; 18tH; North Anna, 
,~a., l\tay 23, 186-1; Jerico llills, \ra., 
)fay 24, 1864; Noel's Turn, Va., liay 26, 
1864; Tolopoto111y, , ... a., May 30, 186-1; 
ll&gnolia Swan1p, Va., Junt, 1, 1864; 
Bethesda Church, ,~a., June 2. 1804; 



Petersburg, Ya.t )t,~:·13~- tflOt; .. ~~,Velll~,n 
Railroad, ,ra.',' Augti~t= -H~.- 1n, 21, 1~64;· 
P~eble\11 Farw, \ 1a., Septetuher :JO, 1H04; 
Hatchtr·s Run, \"a., ()ct. 2;, 184H: Sot­
tawa. Court House, \"a., Dece1uber M, ·04~ 
Da.huet·8 l\Iill!i. or I!atcher'8 H.un, ,·u., 
Feb. n, 7, l~Oa: IIutcher·~ U.uu, , ... a., 
l\ln.rch 2:;, l~fi;;: \Vhi tc Oa.k lto,ul, \"a., 
lhtrch 2H, 1~H1: Five Fo1·k~, ,~a., A1,ril 
1, 1~H,"i; .Atut•liu Court llunst•, \"u., .A11ril 
5, 1~,;;;; I-Iigh Bridge, Ya .. A1 n·il 0, 1~H5; 
Aplmtuattox Court llousl", , ... a.., April 0, 
18Ha. Siege of Petersburg, fro1u June 
17, 1~04, to llarch ~H. lHH,i. 

In preparing thh, history of the Fir~t 
?tlit.·higan ,ve have bt!ell greatly a.ic.le<l in 
(.lates and 111ovc111l~11ts of the regituent 
by consultiug "~lichignn in the \Var'' 
and Stine's llh,tory of the Artuy of th~ 
Potomac. The 11tffsoual experieut•t>:; of 
the ,vriter have heeu given entirely f10111 

n1e111ory, after the lap~e of. nearly forty 
years. -E(l. 




