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Mr. Heiµ-y V. Poor,. son of 
Silvanus Poor, one of the early 
settlers of Andover, was born 
Dec. 8, 1812. After spending his 
early days on his father's farm, 
he entered Bowdoin <;::olleg~ in 
1831, graduating in 1S35. After 
the usual course of study, he en­
tered upon the practic~ of law in 
Bangor,. Maine, continuing in it 
till 1848, when be· moved to the 
city of New: York, for the pur­
pose of ~~n~ucting the Railroad 
Joumal,.which be had purchased 
He continued its publication un­
til after the breaking out· of the 
war of the Rebellion. In 1858 
he published a history · of the... 
Railroads of the United States. 
In 1859 he published a work re­
vie~ng the Monetary Systems 
of the w.orld, as well as that of 
the United States. In 1861, af­
ter the bre.aking out of the war 
of the Rebellion, he published a. 
statement of the resources of the· · 
two sections · of the country,. 
North and South, for carrying on 
the war, showing that the sub­
stan~ strength lay wholly with 
the North. The first •edition of 

MR. ·HENR·Y V. POOR-Age 92 
Historian. of the Jbulooer Centennial - Desc~ of an. Early 

Settler., 

this work was taken by the Na­
tional Government for gf:neral 
distribution. In 1867 Mr. Poor 

. began the annual publication of 
a work entitled, "Manual of the 
Railroads of the United States," 
which the· world over is an au­
thority. upon the subject to which 
it relates. It is a work which 
now contains 1400 pages in a 
single volume. Mr. Poor has al­
so published several works upon 
the monetary situation in the 
United Stat~, ceasing the use of 
his pen only after the gold stand-

. ard was firmly established. In 
1841 Mr. Poor married Mary W. 
daughter of Rev. John Pierce n; 
D. of BrOQkline, Mass., which 
town has been his home since 
1865. For the past fourteen 
years, his summer home has been 
in Andover, he having purchased 
s~yeral years ago an estate which 
was that of his .grandfather, 
Ezekiel Merrill, the first settler 
who came to the town in 1789, 
~e year that the government of 
the United States was formed. 
Upon the estate Mr. Poor has 
made many improvements. 





HISTORY OF .IIJ.[D OVER._, M .II I J.[ E. 
Purchase of the Township and Distribution 

of the Land 

0 
N E HUND RED years ago the "District" of Maine, 

then a part of the Commonwealth of Massachu­

setts, was the great field to which the latter sent 

out colonies, the "District" being then to that state 
what the West subsequently became to the whole 
country. When an emigration was proposed it 
was the custom, as with Hebrews of old, to send 
forth trusty men "to spy out the land." In· im­
itation, a body of citizens, mostly of the parish 
of North Andover, Massachusetts, proposing to 
better, or change, their condition, sent forth in 
1787 two of their number, Col. Thomas Poor, who 
as an officer had served with distinction in the War 
of the Revolution, and against the French in Can­
ada ; and Enoch Adams, in both of w horn great 

confidence was justly reposed, to find for them a territory 
in which to establish themselves and their families. The 
explorers as they were to examine a vast wilderness, went 
on foot. Alter examining many parts of the "District," 
going as far east as what is now the city of Belfast, they 
made up their minds to recommend to their associates the 
purchase of a tract of land in what was afterwards the 
town of Livermore, in the county of Oxford. On their 
way home through "Sudbury Canada," now Bethel, a 
township granted to the people of Sudbury, Massachusetts, in 
compensation for the services of her soldiers in Canada against 
the Frerich, they met "Col." John York, his military title being 
probabiy a soubriquet given him on account of his enterprising 
and adventurous character. He had been a great hunter, and 
had a wide knowledge of all the lands in the western part of 
Maine. He ad vised them, before making a final decision, to 
visit lands now included in the. town of Andover, giving a 
glowing account of its broad "intervales," which were most at­
tractive to settlers from their fertility and the ease with which 
they could be cl~ared and cultivated. These broad intervales 
are still the great feature of the town, and with the mountains 
which enclose them, attract annually great numbers of people 
from a distance to see and admire them. Under the guidance 
of Col. York, the explorers turn.P.f back and were so charmed 
with what they saw that they ?t once determined to reco1nmend 

to their associates the purchase of the township which included 
such highly praised lands. 

A contract for the purchase of the township having been 
made, the parties interested therein entered into a compact or 
agreement for the management and disposition of the same, as 
follows:-

"Know all people whom it may concern that we, Thon1as 
Poor of Methuen, Jonathan Abbot, Benj. Poor, Ebenezer Poor, 
Enoch Adams, Ingalls Bragg, Theodore Stevens, Samuel Far­
num, Philip Abbott, Samuel Johnson, Abiel Lovejoy, and Eben 
Poor, Jr., all of Andover in the County of Essex and Common­
wealth of Massachusetts; Joseph Frye of Fryeburg, John York, 
Isaac York, Ezekiel Merrill and Josiah Bean, all of Sudbury 
Canada, ( now Bethel,) in the county of York and Common­
wealth aforesaid, adventurers, partners or proprietors of a cer­
tain township or tract of land lying on Ellis River in the County 
of York or Cumberland, and Commonwealth aforesaid, compre­
hended in a parallelogram of eight miles long and six miles 
wide; have, for certain good reasons and considerations, and do 
by these presents mutually agree, acknowledge and assent to and 
with eac_h othr r, each person for himself respectively, that he is 
immediately interested in said township in the proportion fol­
lowing, respectively annexed to his name (viz); the said Thomas 
Poor, Jonathan Abbott, Benj. Poor, Ezekiel Merrill, John York, 
Isaac York, J os Frye, Samuel Johnson, Samuel Farnum and 
Josiah Bean, in the full share of one twentieth part each; the 
said Philip Abbott, Abiel Lovejoy, Eben Poor, Jr., and Theo­
dore Stevens in the full share of one fortieth part each; Enoch 
Adams in the full share of three and one third twentieth parts; 
Jonathan Stevens in the full share of one and a half and one 
third twentieth ·parts; and we said adventurers, partners or 
proprietors, the more effectually to bring forward the settlement 
of said township, and until we shall be invested with sufficient 
authority to transact business in a legal way, do by this present 
writing or agreement for ourselves into an union or compact, 
agreeing and assenting to and with each other, that twelve of 
said proprietors shall constitute a quorum for doing business, 
and the majority shall always govern. 

And we do farther, in the most absolute and unequivocal 
manner, iach for himself respectively, covenant and agree to 
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and with each ot_her, that he will do, abide and perform to the 
utmost of his abilities all and every matter and thing adjudged, 
ordered or recommended by said majority relative to the pur­

poses above specified. 
In testimony of 01;1r assent to each and to every clause of 

the foregoing, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 

first day of September A. D. 1788. 

lots were, as a rule, to contain a hundred acres each, to be a 
hundred rods wide fronting the intervale, and extending back 
one hundred and sixty rods. The intervale lots were to contain 
twenty acres each. 

.At a meeting of the proprietors, held September 4th, r 7 88, 
it was voted to raise one pound sixteen shillings to each sixtieth 
part of the township, (the nu1nber of shares in it having been 
increased fro1n 20 to Go shares \:vithout any change of interest,) 

' for the purpose of co1npleting payment for the township; also 
that Coi. Thomas Poor and John York be a com1nittee to view 
the streams of the town in order to obtain the best site for a 
saw and grist n1ill. A contract was also voted to be n1acle with . 
Mr. Enoch Ada1ns to "lot" the town, he to receive therefor 
twenty shillings per lot. 

Merrill 
House 

Residence of Henry Poor 
First house built in 
Andooer 

The third n1eeting of the proprietors was held Sept. 29, 

1788, in the township, at the cainp of Enoch ..-\dams, on lot 9, 
the camp being on the site of the house now occupied by D. F 
Richards. At the same 1neeting, a com1nittee \Yas appointed to 
lay a road to New Penacook ( now Ruinforcl,) as far as clearing 
for settlement in the town has been made. It was also voted 
that Col. Tho1nas Poor have sixty pounds and lot 1 on the east 
side of the river as a consideration for building a saw and grist 
mill in the town, he to retain ownership of the sa1ne. The mill 

Thos. Poor, Abiel Lovejoy, John York, 
Benj. Poor, Jona. Abbott, Sam'l Farnum, 
Samuel Johnson, Phillip Abbott, Josiah Bean, 
Enoch Adams, Joseph Frye, Jr., Theo. Stevens, 
Ingalls Bragg, Eben Poor, Ezekiel Merrill. 

Upon the signing of the agreen1ent of purchase the parties 
thereto, tenants in common, took action as follows:-

"Andover, Septe1nber 1, 1 j88 
In consequence of an agreement bearing date herewith, the 

persons thereunto subscribing hands and seals, proceeded to 
business in the following manner, viz: 

1. Chose Lieutenant Benjamin Poor, l\1oderator. 
2. Chose Ingalls Bragg clerk to the Proprietary. 
3. Voted that the intervale land that shall be found with­

in the township or tract of land which we are now acting upon 
shall be divided into 64 equal shares. 

4. Voted to complete 64 upland lots as first division in the 
said township." 

The sixty-four upland first division lots to be surveyed were 
to be on each side of the Ellis River, such lots to border inter­
vale land lying on each side, so that each upland first division 
lot could have an intervale lot contiguous to it. The upland 

.. .. • l .,•" .... :' , ' • ~' ..._~ .. ~:-•;.,_ : · ...... •.:. 

. . 
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Olcott B. Poor 
'Jl,esidence 

On site of one of the 
first houses 

to be built' was to be on the East Branch at what is now East 

Andover. Built in r 79 r the saw mill supplied the lu1nher for 
the "Merrill House" built in that year. It was also voted that 
each proprietor have the rigl..t !o draw two lots to each· twen­
tieth. 
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The proprietors so far were tenants in common; without the 

power to provide means by assesments for the construction of 

roads, mills, and the like, for the improvement of their great 

estate. To acquire such power, they took measures to form 

the1nselves into a body corporate, as provided by the laws of the 

Co1nmonwealth. By such action they were now fonned into a 

body corporate, a body only finally dissolved by the sale at 

public auction of all the lands remaining to it. Down to the 

incorporation, in 1804, of the town, the corporation so created 

exercised many of the functions of a town, such as the construc­

tion of bridges, highways, and of a schoolhouse, and one that a 

town could not ·exercise, the building of milis. There was 

hardly any other limit to its powers but the will of the majority. 

By the action of the corporate body a legal validity was gin:n 

to all the previous acts of the proprietors at the meetings that 

had been held by them. 

Most of the early settlers of Andover made their selection 

of lots, making clearings upon them, erecting buildings ancl 

moving to them, several years before they were confirmed to 

the1n by a vote of the proprietors. .:\t a meeting held J anu:uy 

23, 1795, upland lots were voted as follo\\'S: Lot r, \Yest Side, 

to Enos Abbott; 2, to John Abbott: 3, to James Poor: 4 and 5, 

to Jonathan Stevens; 6, to Holton Abbott; 7, to Jon a than Ste,·­

ens, Jr., 8 and 9, to Enoch Adams, 1 o, to Philip Abbott: 1 1, to 

Jonathan Abbott; 12, to Ebenezer Poor, Jr.; 13, to Silvanus 

Poor; 14 and 15, to Ingalls Bragg; 16, to ~athan Adams: 17 and 

18, to Na than Swan; 19, to Samuel I\Iarston, and 2 r, to Peter 

vVebster, all on the \Vest side. On the East side the lots voted 

at the sa1ne meeting were 6, 1 4, 1 5 and 1 7 to Ezekiel I\'Ierrill: 5, 

to Benja1nin Poor; 3 to Samuel Poor; 20, to Jeremiah Burnham: 

12, to Abial Lovejoy. Of the above lots. those \·oted to John 

Abbott, Holton Abbott and Silvanus Poor have alone continu­

ously remained in the possession of their descendants. 

Ry the votes of the corporation which remained in existence 

for fifry-five years, the titles to all lands in the town are now 

held. In no instance was its action ever questioned in, or out­

side courts of la,\·. All its proceedings seen1ed to have been 

without the intervention of anyone learned in the law. The 

corporation was finally brought to a close by the sale at auction 

in 1846 of all lands remaining t.o it. 

The history of the purchase and distribµtion, of which only 

a brief account can be here given, of the land contained in the 

town of .Andover, forms one of the most interesting and valua­

ble chapters of the kind in the United States, as it shows that 

with us no more sacredness or ceremony attends their purchase 

and distribution than those of other kinds of property. The 
case with which land is acquired and transferred has been one 

of the most efficient causes of our wonderful progress, and of 
the domestic order that prevails. 

E.HR.,LY SETTLERS 
The story of the purchase of Andover and of the distribu­

tion of its lands has been given. The leading spirit in the en­

terprise was Ezekiel lvlerrill, born at \Vest Newbury, 1\1ass., 

I )ecem her, 1 7 5 7. He ma1 ried June 1, 177 3, Sarah Emery of 
\\"est _:\kwhury, ~1ass. Like all other young men of his time, 

ht: took an active part in the \Var of the Revolution by which 

the I nclependence of our country was secured. His first enlist­

ment, and his only one in \Iassachusetts, was as a minute-man 

called out after the battle of Lexington, the call being general 

throughout Eastern Massachusetts. l--le was corporal, appointed 

April 18, 177 5, in Col. Cerrish's regi1nent. Discharged from 

service, he soon removed his wife and such children as were 
then born to hi1n, fearing for their safety on the seacoast, to 

the town of Pel ham, N. H. He there enlisted as ( 'orporal in 

Captain David Qui111by's company, in Col. \\'ingate's regiment, 

which soon became a part of the army that won the great vic­

tory of Saratoga. 

Peace established, :Vlr. lvlerrill sought a wider field than 

that which Southern ~ew Hampshire offered, and was foremost, 

as has been seen, in the movement for the purchase and settle­

ment of ~\ndo\·er. ( )n his way to it he left Pelham early in the 

winter of 1778 with his family, for Sudbury Canada, now 

Uethel. . .:\s at that time the greater part of l\ew Hampshire 

and lVIaine were covered by vast forests, his wife and seven 

small children, the oldest of which was Roger, then fifteen, had 

to be t:1ken for a part of the long journey on handsleds drawn 

by men. ~\t that time, travelling was n1uch easier in the early 

winter than in summer, as the streams were ·covered by ice, and 

as roads for handsleds could easily be n1ade by cutting away 

small trees. 

Spending a part of the winter and spring in Sudbury Can_ 

ada, as soon as the ice was out of the rivers Mr. Merrill and his 

family, with whatever could be provided for them, set sail early 

in lvlay, r 789, the tleet consisting of seven canoes, managed by 

Pequauket Indians, under the control of their chief, Captain 

Sasson,. for their new ho1ne, the distance by water being about 

thirty miles. The fleet proceded down the Androscoggin to the 
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mouth of the Ellis river, and then up this river .to where the 
east and west branches meet, a spot famed for its beauty, and 
well known as "The Meeting of the Waters." Here the fami­
lies of the Indians that managed the canoes were encamped, by 
whom Mr. Merrill and his family were hospitably received and 
with whom they remained for three days. 

The fourth day the canoes, with two of the younger child­
ren and the greater part of the freight, moved up the river to 
the spot near that upon which the Merrill house now stands, 
the parents and five other children following on foot, a rudely 
constructed camp having been provided for them. They were 
thirty miles by water from any neighbors but Indians, and sixty 
miles from meeting house, 
school house or doctor. 

In the n1idst of a vast wil-
derness, no clearing of land 
having yet been made, the fam­
ily had to subsist chiefly on 
venison which could be readily 
procured, as the woods were 
f u I 1 o f moose a n d deer. 
Partridges, which could then 
be had in great abundance, 
were also largely used. The 

Indians, who were then quite 
numerous in and about Andov­
er, were very friendly, and 
brought in great quanttties of 
food. In the first winter after 
the family reached Andover, 
numerous flocks of Crossbills, 
a small bird, came about the 

Town Hall 
Andover 

camp, of which great numbers were caught for food. 
Their coming seemed to be a sort of Provi-dence to the 
family. In addition to food, the Indians brought in great 
quantities of furs, chiefly those of beaver and sable, 
which had then a high market value, and for which, in many 
cases, trinkets of little value were received. The Indians were 
always attracted by high colors, and Mr. Merrill's military suit 
which he wore in the Saratoga campaign, was eagerly sought 
for by an Indian who paid a high price for it in furs. 

By the means described, the family was well supplied with 
food before any grounds could be cleared and cultivated. In 
two or three years, however, as the soil was very fertile and 

easily cleared, the family were wholly above want. As Mr. Mer­
rill was a man of great enterprise and activity, as well as physi­
cal vigor, he was soon in possession of a competency for the rest 
of his life. In means, and in the respect paid to him, h~ was 
for a long time the foremost man in Andover. Upon the death 
of Ebenezer Poor in 18-09, he was chosen to fill his place as 
deacon of the Congregational Church, holding that office up to 
the period of his decease. 

The stories of the adventures of the Merrill boy were the 
delight of my childhood, only one of which I have here room 
for. Not long after the family reached Andover, Roger, then 
about :fifteen, the eldest of the family, with N atallak, a friendly 

Indian, went on a hunting ex­
pedition on what is now Farm­
er's Hill. When on the slope 
facing White Cap andHorse­
shoe Pond, the clog began to 
bark furiously, evidence that 
gan1e of so1ne sort was ahead. 
Both started on a run in the 
direction of the barking, Natal­
lak in the lead. As he came 
up to the dog, a huge bear 
sprang out from beneath a fal­
len spruce tree, and jumping 
furiously upon him, threw him 
to the ground. The dog, well 
trained in such matters, seized 
the bear behind. The bear, 
to get rid of the dog, threw 

Where the .Rn:tique E.:chibition himself over backward. Be-
wa$ held 

fore the bear could reach 
him, Roger, gun in hand, killed him by a well directed 
shot. They immediately returned home for a handsled 
with which to bring home the bear, one of the largest 
of his kind, the meat of which for several days supplied the 
family with food. Neither of the hunters was seriously injured, 
though Natallak had several severe scratches from the claws of 
the bear. The settler who next followed Mr. Merrill to Ando­
ver was ·Enoch Adams, who had the largest pecuniary interest 
in lands, in the undertaking, holding the same until his decease 
in 1819. By him the greater part of the land in the township 
was lotted. He selected for himself lots 9 and Io, west side, 
building the house in which David Richards now lives. He 
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was always a leading citizen of the town. He had a large fami­
ly, of whom four sons, John E., Enoch, Willia1n and Henry be­
came citizens of the town. John E., in 1821 built a saw and 
grist mill on the east branch of the river, at what is now usually 
called the "Falls." About the year 1826 he moved with his 
family to Cleveland, Ohio. 

Enoch and William remained in the town, the former living 
on lot 1, west side, and the latter on lot 4, west side. Henry 
removed to Rumford. None bearing the honored name are now 
Ii ving in town. 

Speedily following Enoch Adan1s, came Jonathan, Philip 
and John Abbott with their families. With John came the 
father of the three, John Abbott, sr., who died about 1806, 
aged 86. His wife, Hannah, died December 26, 1808, aged 84. 
Jonathan and Philip were original proprietors. Jonathan se­
lected lot 11, west side, now occupied by Frank Gordon; Philip 
lot 1 o, west side, now occupied by Llewellyn Hall; John No. 2, 

west side, now occupied by a descendant, James Hall. The 
three before they came to the new Andover were substantial 
citizens of the Old. In the new they were prosperous, accord­

ing to the standard of the tin1e, and were highly respected citi­
zens. All had large families, 1nost of whom they brought with 
them. Jonathan brought with hi1n ten children, seven sons and 
three daughters. T'he sons were Enos, Daniel, Farnum, Enoch, 
Jonathan, Moses and Amos, all of whom I well remember. All 
of them except Jonathan became citizens of the town. The sons 
of Philip were Holton, Isaac, Philip, Timothy, Nathaniel and 
Samuel; of John, Ebenezer, Abner, Joseph, Moody and Benja­
min. I think the last three were born in Andover. In the three 
families there were nineteen sons, besides many daughters. 
Good sized samilies were the rules in those days. It was a time 
in which there were not only large families, but all lived to grow 
up, due to an abundance of fresh air. The houses of the time, 
with fireplaces, were well ventilated, to which I can bear testi­
mony. Mr. John Abbott died January 26, 1833, aged 85; 
Philip, May 18, 1840, aged 90~ and John, January 6, 1833, aged 
64 years. Many of the sons of the original _-\bbotts had large 
families, Farnum, for example, having seven sons, Hayden, 
J onatlian, James, Aaron, William, Parker and Edwin, and two 
daughters. When the Abbott family was in its vigor, it com­
posed nearly one fifth of the voters of the town. The faculty or 
habit of raising large families, according to the fashion of olden 
times, seems to be at an end. 

Among the early settlers of Andover was Benjamin Poor, 

one of the original proprietors, who moved into the town early 
in 1797. He selected lot 6, east side, that on which C. A. An­
drews now lives. He was a worthy, prosperous and highly 
respected citizen, and senior deacon of the Congregational 
Church formed in 1800, remaining such until his decease in 
1823. I knew him well, as he always attended meeting on Sun­
day. The meeting house at that time was on the rise of ground 
a little south of my father's house. As there were always 
morning and afternoon services, he was accustomed to take his 
dinner at my father's. He was a man of remarkable physical 
vigor, almost up to the time of his decease, at the age of 95. 
He was born in 17 28, four years before Washington. There are 
not perhaps many living besides myself who were well acquaint­
ed with a man born four years before Washington! 

Ebenezer Poor, senior, one of the orginal proprietors, came 
with his wife to Andover in 1800, living with his son, Silvanus. 
He died in 1809. With his brother, Benjamin, he was one of 
the deacons upon its organization in 1800 of the Congregational 
church. He was a prosperous man in old Andover as well as 
in the new, and was greatly esteemed by his fellow citizens of 
both towns. 

Ebenezer Poor, Jr., one of the original proprietors, a physi­
cian by profession, n1oved to Andover in 1802. Soon after his 
arrival he represented the County of Oxford as senator in the 
legislature of Massachusetts. In 1815 and 1816 he was ap­
pointed assessor for the County of Oxford, by the National 
Government, of the direct taxes levied both years to provide the 
means to carry on the war with Great Britian. I have now the 
volumes of assessments made out by him. In the latter part of 
1816 he moved to Belfast, Maine, then in the County of Han­
cock. Soon after he was appointed clerk of the courts for that 
county, an office he held for four years. The shire town of the 
county at that time was Castine to which he moved or in which 
he continued for several years to practice his profession for 
several years after he ceased to hold office. In 1828, he return­
ed to Andover, Maine, continuing in the practice of his profes­
sion until his decease in 1829. He was a man of many very 
engaging qualities, and was highly esteemed. 

Another original proprietor that came to Andover at an 
early day was Ingalls Bragg, taking lots 14 and 15. He was an 
active and enterprising citizen, and held many public offices in 
the town. He died in 1809. 

Another original proprietor was Abiel Lovejoy, who select 
ed lot 12, east side. He died in 1820, His farm was then 
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divided between his three sons, Stephen, :\ biel and Ben jami'n. 
Stephen and Benjamin lived on the portions assigned to them up 

to the time of their decease. 
Another early settler of th.e town, not a proprietor, was 

James Ste\·ens, who succeeded his brother, Jonathan, to whom 
lot 7 was assigned. Jonathan resided for several years in Ando­
ver, afterward moving to the Eastern part of the State. James 
Stevens was a prosperous and much esteemed citizen. 

An early settler was Silvanus Poor, son of Ebenezer Poor, 
an original proprietor. lvlr. Poor visited Andover as early as 
1 790. In 1795 he purchased his father's interest in the town­
ship, lot 13, west side, a lot still remaining in the possession of 
his descendants. In 1798, he moved with his sister, Dorothy. 
afterwards Mrs. Christopher Allen of Hebron, to the lot on 

him. He worked a great deal for my father. When 1n the 
field, with the boys, he had an inexhaustible supply of stories 
for them of his military life. At one time when he was hoeing 
potatoes witn us, in the midst of one of his exciting stories of 
the Saratoga Campaign, holding his hoe-handle as if it was a 
gun, he instantly fell with it flat on his face to the ground, re­
maining motionless for some little time. \Ve . boys stood par­
alyzed with fear, not knowing what was to happen. On rising 
and seeing our astonishment, he said, ''Why, boys, did you not 
see that the British were about to fire?" \Vell on his feet, his 
hoe-handle serving as a gun, he gave the "British" a good vol­
ley. In his enthusiasm he was an actor to the life. A story is 
told alike of his indifference and endura!1ce. One winter he 
went fishing to Lake Umbagog. He cut a hole through the ice, 
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.and sitting by it with his legs 
stretched out he pulled out the 
trout so fast that he speedily 
made a pile covering both legs. 
As the day was a cold one, the 
trout soon became a frozen 
mass. When he thought he 
had caught enough, it was on­
ly with the greatest difficulty 
that he could extricate himself 

which he had put up a small 
house. The larger house was 
built in 1800. Mr. Poor was 
always a substantial citizen of 
the town. He married, Febru­
ary 18, 1802, l\'.lary Merrill, 
daughter of Ezekiel Merrill, the 
first settler. For many years 
after the incorporation of the 
town he usually held some pub­
lic office in it, most! y that of 
selectman. He was a member 
from Andover, in 1820, of 
the convention for framing the 
Constitution of the State of 

._-~; ' .I.._ .. ...- . ~,~ . ..,.-:--::~--. f 

~~.:__~'.<,~~~:::2~<·. ::•c:'~:~5 'C:_ ~,_:~~:-,~~; =. ~ ::2:.,.:~e: ,·-
with the assistance of a jack­
knife from the frozen mass. 
He died in Andover long a 
pensioner of the Federal Gov­
ernment. 

· l\1aine, on its severance from 

The Village 
Common 

the State of Massachusetts. He was the first postmaster 
of the town, being appointed by President Monroe, 
Aug. r 3, 1824, an office which he held for many 
years. Of his sons, John A. Poor was well known as the 
originator of the Grand Trunk Railway from Portland to Mon­
treal, from his connection with many similar enterprises in the 
state, and for the public spirit which always characterized him. 

Another well known character of the town at an early 
period, was Luther Rice, who lived on the last lot in it on the 
road leading to Upton, formerly Letter B. The little house that 
he occupied with his family has long since disappeared. He 
was a soldier in the Revolution, serving throughout the greater 
part of it, and especially in the Saratoga Campaign, a man of 
iron nerve, well fitted to endure any hardship that might befa.ll 

Green where exercises 
were held 

E./IR_LY LIFE 

Andover, ~1aine was founded by colonists fron1 Andover, 
Massachusetts, the people of both being at that time to almost 
the same conditions. The families in both had to be self sup­
porting, providing by their own industry almost every article 
required by them. The period was one which long preceded 
that of the use of the methods and implements which have now 
in great measure superseded the work of the hand, changing 
the whole face of society. The people of Old Andover had the 
advantage of having markets, such as they were, within com­
paratively easy reach. For them there could be some exchange 
of the products of the farm for other articles, salt, iron and the 
like ; but the colonists who went from the old to the new An-
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dover, were from the want of roads, and the distances to be 
traversed, cut off from all markets whatever. Every family, 
consequently, had to be almost wholly self supporting, receiving 
nothing of any account from abroad, except salt, rum, a little 
tea, coffee, and tobacco, and iron rods for nails, which haµ to 
be turned out by hand. When the first house in town, the , 
lvierrill House, was overhauled, I was very careful to save all 
the nails I could as 1ne1nen toes of the past. These na-i ls were 
made by Peregrine Bartlett of Bethel, who subsequently married 
a daughter of Mr. 11:errill. At an early period in Andover ev­
ery family had to clothe itself fro1n head to foot, as well as to 
feed itself. Consequently, every man who undertook to be any­
thing, had to have a good flock of sheep. from the wool of 
which the clothing of the fan1ily was made; and a field of flax, 
the fibres of which had to be converted by the hand into 
threads, towels and various other articles, chiefly for woman's 
use. This state of things continued for more than fifty years 
after the settlement of the to\vn. In a journal kept by my 
mother are the following entries: "June 20, 1829, Alfred (a 
son) came back with the rolls, 84 pounds." Of these, "l\1rs. 
Rice tool< eleven pounds, Sa1ly Ripley six pounds, and lvirs. 
Dun ham nine pounds to spin." lvlrs. Rice also took nine and a 
quarter pounds to be spun into worsted. In part pay1nent for 
her work; Mrs. Dunham received three pounds of salt. "June 
22, 1829, ( I quote) Polly Sawyer came to spin the wooi, and 
spun until August l 7." The spinning clone, the next thing was 
to put the yarn into cloth by the hand-loom then in use. In my 
early, almost infant days, it was my part in the manufacture to 
put the yarn, by a small wheel, on to quills made of the elder, 
with the pith punched out. The cloth when it came from the 

' loom ·was sent to a fulling mill, on a stream in Rumford, enter-
ing the Androscoggin fron1 the south. Fulled, and usually 
colored black, it came back to Andover to be made into gar­
ments for the family, at that time wholly clad in homespun. I 
had no other than homespun clothing, when I entered college 
in 183 r. Everything had to be done by hand, assisted by im­
plements of the rudest ~ ind. In the manufacture of clothing, I 
well remember the first advance step, the introduction of the 
"Patent Head," so cal1ed, a second wheel attached to the first 
wheel, by means of which the motion of the spindle, without 
much addition of power, was increased twenty fold. \Vhen in­
troduced into .. Andover it was the great the1ne of conversation 
of its people. Previous to the introduction of the "Patent 
Head," improvement in the manufacture of clothing had been 

made for a thousand years. For one who undertook to be any­
thing, it was a hard lot to be a mother, who, in addition to her 
ofher domestic duties, had to spin, weave and make all the gar­
ments for the family, often consisting of ten or twelve children, 
no great number for those days. It may be said that, in variety 
at least, very little clothing sufficed. For the lower part of the 
body of boys a single garment, always the same in kind, served 
alike for :summer and winter. Yet I do not ever remember suf­
fering from the cold. We were trained to such things. The 
houses of the time kept out the rain, and that was about all. 
\Vhen in bed in a brisk northwest gale, how well I remember 
the drifting of the snow over my head. I was none the worse 
for it. Plenty of bed clothes was all I needed~ Stoves, so de­
structive to children of later times, had not yet come. In con­
sequence, nearly every child of the great families of the time 
grew up to sturdy manhood and womanhood. For boys and 
for most men, boots were unknown. Their place was supplied 
by leggings, which made of cloth became thoroughly soaked 
with water as soon as they came in contact with the snow. Dut 
we did not mind such things. My father had a pair of boots 
which lasted him over twenty years, being worn only on great 
occasions, Sundays being the chief ones. 

But with all the privations and hardships, as they now seem 
to us, a fan1ily that had a piece of intervale got along very well, 
as for a succession of years good crops of wheat could be raised 
on it, sin1ply by ploughing. F'amilies that had such farn .. s al­
ways had plenty to eat, and were well clothed according to tht.: 
standard of the times. Those having what were called upland 
farms fared pretty well as long as there was land to be cleared 
for the soil at first bore abundant crops. \Vhen exhausted such 
farms had to be gradually abandoned. At the present time a 
great deal of land in Andover, as well as in adjoining towns, 
once farms is now covered by a dense forest. 

At an early day the people of Andover were almost wholly 
cut off from the rest of the world. In 1795, NI r. Ingalls Bragg, 
according to an account left by him, was twelve days in making 
the journey frorn Old Andover to New Andover, the distance 
being about a hundred and sixty miles, the distance for each day 
being given. So late as 1829 or 30, lVIr. Farnum Abbott, a well 
known citizen of the town, and my brother, Elbridge Poor, each 
with a four ox team, took loads of shingles from Andover to 
Portland, the round trip requiring sixteen days, the dist~nce 
traveled being about a hundred and eighty miles. Of course 
they took with them food for the1nselves and their teams. The 
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articles brought back were chiefly salt and iron. .A.t the time, 
when long journeys·were undertaken in the winter it was the 
c•1ston1 to freeze bean porrige into large masses. In the frozen 
mass was a rope, the end of which could be made fast to the 
stake of a sled. When the time for eating ca1ne, a· large piece 
was knock off, melted and eaten. An abundant supply of bread, 
enough for a long journey being provided. I could give with­
out number illustrations of this kind of early life in Andover. 

The people were not merely 
cut off from all intercourse 
with the world, but they had no 
nails until late in 1824. These 
were brought for many years 
from Rumford on horseback. For 
nearly forty years after the settle­
ment of the town the only mode 
of sending letters was by those 
who might happen to be going• 
to or near the place to which the 
letters were to go. As an in­
stance I havE. a letter written in 
1820 to my father, the Hon. 
Silvanus Poor, by the Hon. Al­
bion K. Parris, then a 1nem ber in 
congress from Oxford County. 
It was sent to the post office 
nearest .Andover, with instruc­
tions to be forwarded to my father 
by the first opportunity. Nearly 
all the old fan1ily letters of the 

,.,. ·tA 
~. \ 

,__ _______________ ___,,j 

time began this way: "As Mr. Olcott B. 
Poor 

President of 
the day 

So-and-So is about to leave for 
your place, or for the place near you, I take the opportunity "of 
sending you a few lines." If there were no opportunities, there 
were no letters. At the present time when a man ret~rns from 
his daily rounds, a newspaper awaits him telling- the news from 
every quarter of the world. 

In 1829 Cornelius Holland, a representative from Oxford 
County in Congress, was two weeks going to \Vashington. Now 
a man may go from the Atlantic to the Pacific and return in 
eight days, ten days less than it took Mr. Holland to go from 
his residence in Oxford County to the National Capital. 

Andover as an Incorporated Town 
Andover was incorporated as a town, June 22, 1804. At 

the first town meeting, held Septemeer 24th of the same year, 
Dr. Ebenezer Poor was moderator; Ingalls Bragg, Josiah Wright, 
and John Abbott, Jr., were chosen selectn1en; Silvanus Poor, 
treasurer, and Josiah Wright, collector. At that meeting~ thirty 
dollars was voted to defray the annual expenses of the town, 
two hundred for the construction and repair of roads, and sixty 
for the maintenance of schools. Jt was voted to allow sixpence 
per hour for work done on the roads. At the Presidential elec­
tion of that year thirty votes were cast: 2 2 for Jefferson and 8 
for Pinckney. 

At the annual meeting held April 1, 1805, Ingalls Bragg, 
Samuel Poor and Silvanus Poor 
were chosen selectmen, and Dr. 
Ebenezer Poor, town clerk and 
treasurer. The , amount voted 
for schools was thirty dollars, 
highways, three hundred, and 
current expenses, seventy dol­
lars. As all subsequent meet­
ings of the proprietors were the 
same in kind, further reference 
to them will be here omitted,as 
they have little interest for an 
occasion like this. 

RELIG/0.Jt[ 
CONGREGATIONAL 

The coming to Massachu-
setts Bay of the Colonists was a 
protest against religious intol­
erance in England. Neither 
the early charters under which 
the Colonists came out and by 
which they were governed, nor 

~!,~~,:!zn the Constitution of the State Fred 
Smith 

adopted near the close of the 
War of the Revolution, had in them any provisions for a 
state religion. Churches were indeed established in 
every town or settlement in the Colony. But these purely 
voluntary associations had nothing to do, as such, with the set­
tlement and support of ministers. At an early period this duty 
tested wholly with the towns. When there were too many peo­
ple in a town to meet conveniently under one roof, parishes 
were formed, charged with the support of ministers in the terri­
tory included in them. In the ao-reements for forming such 
parishes there were no statements ;hatever of religious ideas or 
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beliefs. The support of the minister rested wholly with what 
may be termed secular bodies. Still there was a general consent 
in religious matters, though only a few of those composing towns 
and parishes were willing to express their religious beliefs by 
signing church agreements or covenants. 

No sooner was Andover incorporated as a town than, as re­
quired by law, steps were taken to settle a minister, the Rev. 
John Strickland being selected. But the people of 1\ndover had 
a religious history some years before a minister was settled. In 
1800, the town not being incorporated till 1804, a church was 
formed by the adoption of a Covenant, to which 1 7 persons, as 
follows, subscribed: 
Hen jam in Poor, 
Ebenezer Poor, 
Ezekiel Merrill, 
Jonathan Abbott, 
Sa1nuel Marston, 
Nathan Swan, 

Jonathan Stevens, 
Phebe Poor, 
Susanna Poor, 
Sarah Merrill, 
Ruth Abbott, 

Eunice Marston, 
Patty Swan, 
Deb by Stevens, 
Phebe Stevens, 
l\1ary Lovejoy. 

Of the above, all but Ezekiel l\1errill were from North 1\n­

dover, l\1ass., and had probably been 1nembers of the church in 
the parish there of which the Rev. William Symms was pastor. 

Of the church established, Benjamin Poor and Ebenezer 
Poor were chosen deacons. No sooner was the church organiz­
ed than "Deacons' l\1eetings, '' as they were called, were regu­
larly held. These meetings were opened by the senior deacon 
with a short prayer. The junior deacon followed by naming a 
hymn to be sung. The senior deacon then made the ordinary 
long prayer. This was followed by naming another hymn. 
That sung, he called from the body of the congregation some 
middle aged man known to be a good reader to read the sermon 
selected for ·the occasion from some volume, that of Blair's Ser­
mons usually having the preference. The sermon ended,. the 
junior deacon pronounced the benediction, the signal that the 
services were at an end. At the time, the Social Library in 
Andover. established in 1795, was well provided with religious 
literature. These Deacons' 1:Ieetings were continued until the 
settiement in 1805 of the Rev. 1'1r. Strickland. As l\1r. Strick­
land when settled was advanced in years, there were frequent 
occasions when he could not preach, and after 1820 he seldom 
appeared in the pulpit. When he could not preach and until 
another minister was settled in his place, Deacons' Meetings was 
regular! y held. 

On the second of November, 1805, the town in obedience 
to law, voted to settle the Rtv. John Strickland as its minister 

and to pay him a salary of $160 annually for his services, $JO in 
cash and $ 130 in labor and produce. The installation took 
place, March 12, 1806, at which were present by the invitation 
of the town, Rev. Daniel Gould, pastor of the church in Rum­
ford; Rev. Mr. Church, pastor of the church in Bridgton; the 
Rev, Lincoln Ripley, pastor of the church in Waterford; Rev. 
Amasa Smith, pastor of the church in Turner, and the Rev. Mr. 
l!errick, pastor of the church in Durham. The principal ser­
vices of the installation were performed by Mr. Herrick. 

The salary of Mr. Strickland was provided by a tax special­
I y levied for such purposes, each man in town to bear his part. 
The largest su1n paid $I 2.72, was by Ezekiel lVlerrill; the lowest 
by Calvin Wood, nine cents. The number of persons. assessed 
was 46. In the same way his salary in the future was to be 
provided. The amount originally agreed upon was regularly 
paid up to 1815, when by a vote of the town it was reduced to 
$ r oo annually, Mr. Strickland remonstrating, but in the encl 
complying. After 1820 no salary was voted to him, although 
nominally he continued minister of the town, sometimes occupy­
ing the pulpit, attending funerals, catechizing children, and the 
like. As the salary paid was very inadequate to his support, he 
had in a great measure to provide for himself by working on a 
farm. He died in a house in the northern part of . the town, a 
short distance below Abbott Brook. I well re1nember him as a 
minister and as a catechizer of children. He was a scholarly 
man, a graduate of Yale of the class, I think, of 1761, and was 
above the average of ministers in his gifts as a preacher. 

1~he religious n1eetings of .. :\ndover for a period of nearly 
thirty years of its early history were held in a building erected 
early in 1801 by the proprietors of the town for a schoolhouse. 
It stood on the rising ground, a little to the south of the house 
of l\1r. Silvanus Poor. 'I'he contract for its construction called 
for a building of r 5 by 30 feet. As I remember it, the building 
was a much larger one. The entrance was at the south end, 
the pulpit at the north end, the fireplace in the northwest, the 
seats for the singers being in the northeast corner. The pulpit 
was raised about four or five feet above the floor. In front of 
it was an enclosed seat for the Deacons. When the communion 
service was observed, the minister left the pulpit, entered the en­
closuse provided for the Deacons, who took seats on each side 
of the table on which were the bread, the flagon containing the 
wine and the cups. for its distribution. The services were very 
much like those of today. 'I'he house had no pews, but seats 
on each side of the aisle from the entrance to the pulpit. The 
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seating was by age and sex, the eldest and most venerable of 
each taking the seats nearest the pulpit. the less aged following 
in regular order until the last seats, occupied by the youngest 
portion of the Congregation were reached. ~\fter the services 
were over the minister with solemn tread left the pulpit and pro­
ceded down the aisle. The Deacons followed, walking side by 
side, to be followed by the audience in the order of their sitting 
until the house was cleared. No greater breach of decorum 
could be committed than for a person to leave his seat except 
in manner described. At the lower end, at the side occupied 
by the boys, was the ever present tithing man with his badge or 
symbol of office, which, as far as my observation went, was sel­
dom or never used. 

In 1821, l\1r. Stnckland being too old and infirm to preach 
except on occasion, the Rev. Joshua Harrett was hir, cl by the 
town to preach eight weeks.. Such action on the 1 ,art of the 
town was voluntary, as the new State did not require towns as 
corporate bodies to look after matters of religion, that work was 
left to Parishes, formed by any hod y of citizens who would. 

Iu 1822 the Kev. Joshua Page preached for a few weeks. 
( )n the 21st of January, 182 2, a Parish was formed in Andover, 
by subscription of citizens to the following article: 

·'The s(Ibscribers, inhabitants of I he town of Andover in 
the County of Oxford, in the State of Maine, being impressed 
with the importance of the public W(?rship of the .:\lmighty Goel, 
do agree to associate, and do hereby associate and unite our­
selves together as a religious society to be d nominated, the 
First Society in Andover." \Ve agree that we will asse1nble to­
gether and chose necessary and proper officers for the clue 
management of said- society and of the funds that do now, or 
herea

1

fter shall, belong to it. vVe further agree that we will be 
contented with the doings of a majority of the subscribers, 
whenever they sh dl assemble." I have with me this article 
which formed the basis of the parish, with the signatures there­
to, thirty-three in all. 

By the proceeding agreement, to which a considerable 
number presently subscribed, an association or corporate body 
was formed, which in the settlement and support of the minister, 
took the place formerly occupied by the town, the church in­
cluded within it acting simply as an advisory body. At the 
time, Councils, as they were called, were called to perform the 
ceremonies of ordination and installatio·n. 

A council was called for the settlement of the Rev. Thomas 
T. Stone, the successor in 1824, to Mr. Strickland; also for his 

successor, the Rev. William C. Greenleaf, settled in 18 3 r, but 
both were ministers of the Parish, which was nominally re-;pon­
sible for their support and could dismiss them at will. 'T'he 
parish, however, had not much to do with the settlement of 
either, as the means for their support was raised by voluntary 
subscription, with such aids as were expected to be received 
from the l\tf aine and other Missionary Societies. The amount 
to be paid to Mr. Stone was $300, half in cash and half in labor 
and produce. The amount raised by subscription for Mr. 
Greenleaf was $200, to which was to be added aid from the 
lvlissionary Societies of Maine and lVfassachussetts, about $250. 
It was not long, however, before the ceremony of ordinations 
and installations was dispensed with, the whole thing resolving 
itself into a mere monetary contract, between Parish and minis­
ters, terminable at the will of either party. 

Mr. Stone was settled in 1824. In the period of 78 years 
which followed 18 different persons officiated as Congregational 
ministers in Andover. vVhy did one minister after another fol­
law at such a rapid rate? No industrial undertaking could get 
on with a change of head-man every three or four years. In 
these, one quaiified for his work is in time always found to hold 

his place for a lifetime, or until he is worn out by hard work' 
vVhy has not the same rule held with ministers employed in :\n­

dover? l)own to a comparatively recent period it was the way 
with religious societies to hold permanent relations with har­
mony between ministers and people. In Andover after l'vl r. 
Strickland ceased to preach no such relations prevailed, as after 
his day the great religious or denominational movement set in, 
churches changing their old covenants for creeds, or where there 
was no creed, establishing one. In Andover the covenant of 
1 800 gave place to an elaborate creed, almost every paragraph 
of which bristles with theology. As the movement for a tin1e 
covered the whole field, the Parish of Andover, the fundamental 
article of which was simply a covenant wholly without dogma, 
could get a minister only by applying to some missionary 
society, the members of which were wholly of the new school. 
The minister when he came, had little els;:'. to deliver but dogma, 
and was discharged as soon as his preaching had become an old 
story. The people hardly knew what they wanted, but they did 
not want what was delivered to them. Such is history-such is 
the history of Andover. In a period of about 80 years after Mr. 
Strickland had ceased to preach, Andover had in succession 20 

ministers of the Congregational order, the longest period of any 
one not exceeding 7 years. Wil1 not the time come when, by a 
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reconciliation between preacher and hearer the old relation of a 
lifetime will be restored? There is the most encourao-ino- evi-o t, 

dence that it will, as preaching is everywhere becoming "lib-
eral," as the phrase is, a life of self sacrificing duty, instead of in­
sistence upon dogma, being now almost everywhere the the1ne. 

METHODIST 

One hundred and fifty years ago arose the great protest, 
under the Harne of Methodism, against the formalism of the 
Church of England, in which John Wesley took the lead. The 
great purpose of this movement was to hit the devil wherever . ' 
he showed himself, squarely in the face. For this purpose a 
knowledge of neither Greek nor Latin, nor any other tongue 
than English was required, nothing but earnestness of purpose, 
a good constitution and a penetrating voice. To give greater 
force to the new movement all power was concentrated into a 
few hands. T'he people of the lJnited States have been much 
indebted to the lvf ethodists for bringing the great mass of the 
people up to a better standard. But for them, m<1n y sections, 
now _intelligent and prosperous, would have remained in a con­
dition of barbarism. 

l'herc were numerous advocates of Methodism in New Eng­
land almost as early as the settlement of Andover. At an early 
date meetings were held in private houses, chiefly in the winter. 
In 1832 a local circuit was formed in the northern part of Ox­
ford ( :ounty, of which Run1ford was the center. On the erection 
of the Union l\1eeting House in South Andover frequent meet­
ings were held in it by the Methodists. A.t an early period 
Henry Adams and l\1oses Adams, citizens of Andover, released­
by law from the obligation of contributing to the support of the 
settled minister of the town, were leaders in the new movement. 

_ In 1871 a meeting house for the denomination was built in 
the village of Andover. For its erection numerous citizens of 
the town, not members of the organizatif'n, liberally contribut­
ed. The church bell was purchased _by a subscription of all the 
citizens, on condition that it should be rung on public occasions. 
From 1871 the Methodist Society has received the services of 
ministers sent to it by the central authority. 

UNIVERSALIST 

The early Universalists of Andover, who were {ew in num­
ber, brought to the wilderness new conceptions of God and his 
dealings with humanity. Farnum Abbott, Sr., had lived 1n Cam­

bridgeport, Mass., where he had met Rev. John l\1urray and 
Rev. Hosea Ballou and listened to their preaching. Ingalls 

Bragg had also been impressed by these preachers. Universalist 
min.isters occasionally visited the town, particularly to officiate at 
funerals. \Vhen the Union church at South Andover was built 
the Universalists hegan holding monthly meetings there. A 
minister was settled in Rumford, where the Universalists were 
more numerous. 

In the autumn of 1851 the Oxford Association of Univer­
salists met at the meeting house in South Andover at what was 
called the "big meeting." i\1any of their ablest preachers were 
present. From 1850 there was a Ladies' Circle in the town, 
which from time to time maintained an organization, working 
for charities and for the support of public worship. The princi­
pal supporters of the mov~ment were Farnum .Abbott, Ingalls 
Bragg, \Vm. Adams. Sr., Holton Abbott, John Abbott, John 
Abbott, Jr., Farnum Abbott, 2nd, Benjamin I--Iall and .Abel 
Chapman. There were several others in sympathy with them. 

In October, 1892, the Ladies' Circle was reorganized and 
the organization of a re~u lar parish followed. In 1897 a lot 
was secured for a church buildino- and the basement laid two 

b 

years afterwards. In the meantime services were held in the 
town hall, m~ny of the preachers conducting them hcin~ stu­
dents fro1n the Divinity School of Tufts College. r\mong re­
cent preachers were the Rev. Lewis Pease, Ezra A. Hoyt, A. \V. 
Groce, F. F. Eddy, F. A. Taylor and Revs. E. \V. \\lebber and 

Anson Titus. 
The church was dedicated, free from debt, in the summer of 

1903, with inten~sting services in which many joined. 

LIBR_.Rl{Y 
vVhen the first settlers in Andover went to their new homes 

in the vast wilderness, it was a natural instinct to have with 
the1n as solace some 1nemorials of the past, the most prized of 
these being books. For such purpose, in 1795, an association 
was formed by a subscription to an agreement as follows: 

"This agreement, made at East Andover, in the County of 
York or Cu1nberlancl, and Commonwealth of :Massachusetts, this 
fourteenth day of Decen1ber, A. D. one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, and nineteenth year of Independence, witness­
eth that we, the subscribers, sensible of the public utility of 
having a well chosen library to be kept in the town of East 
Andover, do agree to form ourselves into a society for that pur­

pose, and hereby promise to pay to our treasurer the sum of 
twelve shillings to every right, to be laid out in books ag~eeJ to 
by the major part .of the society, the whole to remain deposited 
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forever in some room in said tqwn provided by the society for 
that purpose, to the sole use of ourselves and to any whom each 
subscriber shall appoint a successor for ever; and •if any one 
neglects to appoint a successor the property shall descend to 
but one of his heirs, and in case of disagreement among them it 
shall be left to the determination of the society's committee for 
the time being, and as for further regulations we refer them to 
be determined by the society hereafter." 

To the above agreement, apparently when drawn, the fol­
lowing persons subscribed: Benjamin Poor, Ezekiel Merrill, 
Enoch Adams, Jonathan Abbott, Abial Lovejoy, Philip Abbott, 
Joshua Ripley, Ingalls Bragg. Peter \Vebster, Holton Abbott, 
Jonathan Stevens, Nathan Ada-:-ns, Stephen Webster, Samuel 
Poor, Theodore Brickett, James Poor and Nathan Swan. 

Among the names that immediately followed on the records 
of the society were Daniel Abbott, Silvanus Poor, Farnum Ab­
bott, Eben Poor and Ingalls Bragg, Jr., the list finally including 
some sixty na1nes. Among the books early purchased were: 
Absentee; Traits of Nature; Evenings at Home; Dodd on 
I )eath; Cowper's Task ; Walker's Elocution ; Ccelebs ; Temper, 
2 vols.; Buchanan's Works; Rokeby, a poem; Solitude; Co­
quette; Bigland's View of the World, 2 vols; Blair's Sermons; 
Wardlaw on the Socinian Controversy; Chapone's Works; 
Ely's Contrast; Chitty's Law of Nations; Davy's Agri£ulture; 
Vicar of Wakefield ; Bridone's Tour. 

Among the noteworthy books added at a later date were 
Dwight's Geography; Gay's Fables; Columbian Muse; Frank­
lin's Life; Romance of the Forest; Beauties of Sterne; The 
Sorrows of \Vorther; 1-Iamlet; Washington's Letters; Thom­
son's Seasons. 

The whole number of volums purchased' during the exist­
ence of the society was about 7 5. They were among the stand­
ard works of the time. Many volumes were presented to it. 
Among the donors were the Rev. William Symmes, long pastor 
of the Congregational Church in Andover, Mass., Mrs. Symn1es, 
Samuel Phillips, Ephraim Prescott and Col. Thomas Poor. 

At the first regular meeting of the society, March 6, 1 796, 
the following officers were chosen : 

Tht1oderator, Benjamin Poor; Clerk, Ingalls Bragg, Com­
mittee on Books, Na than Adams, Jonathan Abbott ; Librarian. 
Benjamin Poor. 

At the same met!ting a series of rules or articles, thirty-five 
in numbl r, for the management of the society, the conduct of 
its officers and care of its books, were adopted. In r 7 99 Sam-

uel Poor was chosen librarian in place of Benjamin Poor, hold­
ing the office up to the time of his decease in 1820, his place 
being filled hy Silvanus Poor, who held the office during the 
continuance of the society. For the first thirty years of its ex­
istt·nce a large number of books were regularly taken from the 
library, after which the great interest formerly fe]t declined. 
The last meeting for the election of office· s and the transaction 
of business was in 1829. Books continued to be taken out, 
Mr. Silvanus Poor continuing to act as librarian. The last 
taken were the third and fourth volu1nes of Bigland, by Philan­
der Farrington, Sept. 1·8, , 843. As there was no one possessed 
of any authority, a great many books taken were never re­
turned. Such as could be found at the establishment of the 
present library were sent to it. 

It is perhaps eas_y to account for the decline of interest 
which fina11y led to the dissolution of the society. The found­
ers of it were men above the ordinary run, as shown by the 
books selected. They had all gone. Great numhers of the 
books originally selected, histories particularly, and those relat­
ing to the sciences, had become largely I hings of the past. 
Books of the new era had not yet come. The post office had 
been established, everybody was reading newspapers setting 
forth great events of each day. The new fa1nilies that suc­
ceeded to the old were hardly up to their standard. 

But whatever the cause, Andover was for a long time with­
out a library. and would still be without one, had not J. Parker 
Whitney, Esq., a well known citizen of this town, submitted to 
the people of .Andover, in 189 1, the following proposition : 

" If the library proposed by me shall be made f ee for the 
inhabitants of Andover, subject to proper restrictions necessary 
for the protection of the library, I will give toward i; one thou-: 
sand ( 1 ooo) dollars." 

In response a subcription paper was put into circulation, 
upon which, in addition tu l\1r. \,Vhitney's subscription, Stephen 
Cabot, H. W. Sutler and Henry V. Poor subscribed $ i oo each, 
Elizabeth P. Lee, Asa A. West, Henry W. Poor, F. A. Cushman, 
and Bayard T'hayer, 1,25 each. 

The subecription made, immediate steps were taken for the 
formation of the "Andover Public Library Association." The 
The purchase of books immediately began, and continued so 
that the whole number of bound volnmes in the library now 
equals about 6 500, a good library for a town of 1700 people, all 
well selected and standard works, so that anyone devoting him­
self to any of the great questions of the day can, so far as books 
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are concerned, well make Andover his home. But for Mr. 
Whitney's generous action the present library would never ha,ve 
been established. Among other large contributors to the library 
is Mr. Lawrence Tucker, of Boston, a summer resident of An­
dover, who during the present year has presented to it 600 vol­
umes of valuable books. The library also owes 1nuch of its suc­
cess to Mr. Stephen Cabot, who has been President of the Asso­
ciation almost from the beginning, and who has been untiring 
in his efforts to promote its welfare. 

SCHOOLS 
When Andover was settled, the world of Massachusetts, or 

rather that of New England, was at rest. It was assumed that 
all that was important to be known, was known. The people 
had a religion with which they were wholly content. They 
were wholly content with their industries, such as they were. 
\Vith the great mass, all that was to be done was to repeat the 
past. Almost all labor was performed by hand. The new era, 
in which the things of today were to give place to those of 
tomorrow had not yet dawned. Schools were early established 
in each town to teach children how to read, write and cypher, 
and that was all. I well knew what schools were eighty year~ 
ago, as I was first pupil and then teacher. When a child of 
about three years old I began to go to the town schools, which 
began at eight in the morning and ending at five in the after­
noon, with noonings of an hour and brief recesses in the fore­
noon and afternoon Children were ranged on little wooden 
seats, from which·they were called two or three times a day to 
"recite." The monotony and tedium were extreme. Sometimes 
a child might say, "Please, Sir, or Ma'am, may I go out?" a re­
qu~st to be granted or not, according to the frame of mind of 
the teacher. The longest period for which schools were held 
was in the winter season, at which children, boys at least, were 
of little use on the farm. The first thing taught was the A. B. 
C. That mastered, the children were put into classes, to learn 
from books suited to their tender minds, then came writing and 
cyphering, in which, from want of proper instruction, slow pro­
gress was made. The schoolhouse to which I went was little 
more than a shell, protecting children only from rain and snow. 
The fireplace was in one corner of the room. When the ther­
mometer outdoors was at :zero, it was hardly above freezing in­
side. The course of instruction was of the rudest kind, there 
was not an idea in the whole of it. As far as outside influences 
were concerned, Andover minds might as well have been in the 

center of Australia as in New England. When a boy left school 
he could read, write a plain hand, and add up a column of mod­
erate sized figures. Not a newspaper was taken in town to show 
what was going on in other lands, and everything long remained 
on the same level. 

Such were the schools eighty years ago. In time came the 
Great Revolution, when it wa-, found that by the new processes 
and methods the product of the work of the hand might be in­
creased ten, and in some cases fifty fold. By them man is no 
longer servant. but master. Every one now not only seeks to 
avail himself of the methods and discoveries of the past, but, if 
possible, to point out still better ways. The new impulse is as 
resistless, almost, in the primary schools as in the most advanced 
institutions of learning. At the graduating exercises, June 34, 

1904, of the Andover High School, the motto of the class being 
"Labor conquers all,'' a paper was read by one of the graduates, 
the subject of which was, ·'T'he conditions of human progress." 
There is no greater or more far reaching theme than this. 
That it was the theme of a girl in a school of Andover shows 
the mighty progress that has been made. 

THE ANDOVER OF TODAY 

I have given you the Andover of past. What is the An-
dover of today? In the kind of industries of its people it is the 
Andover of one hundred years ago-a little hamlet of farmers 
enclosed by mountains beyond which settlements have not yet 
gone. It is a hamlet which has not so many people as it had 70 

years ago. vVithin this period it has sent out pioneers far 
greater in number than its present population, 700, to other 
parts of the country. Answers to the invitation to be present on 
this occasion came from nearly every Northern State, large 
numbers from the interior of the continent and the Pacific 
slope, all the writers showing a strong affection for their native 
place, They went from their old home to their new for the 
same reason that their ancestors went from old to new Andover. 
-A picture of American life! No great city, as in other sec­
tions of the country, has grown up in our midst ; still our Ando­
ver, in the substantial progress made by its people, is a part of 
the United States-of the world. It has a railway,the crowning 
achievement of modern times, within easy reach. It has its tel­
egraph and telephone so that it is in daily touch with every 
part of the world. Its people have every invention that within a 
hundred years has come in aid of the race. 

As farmers they could not be be better off than they are 
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They have a social life of a high order, with numerous institu­
tions for mut~al improvement, ( which cannot here be referred 
to) and for the aid of any of their number who from old age or 
other infirmity can be no longer self-supporting. They lack 
nothing that could add to their personal comfort, or for ad­
vancement along their particular lines. They have a large and 
one of the best chosen libraries in the United States. They 
have above all one of the most charming spots in Maine for 

their home, a spot which attracts every summer great numbers 
of people from other States, who while in Andover become, in 
sympathy, its citizens, and from whom muc!l valuable help has 
been received. Happy people! Happy in their present condi­
tion, and happier still in this, that of the good things that are to 
come to their Countrymen they are certain to receive their full 

share. 

-~ ... ,· . ,~,.~ . . ,.. .,.. ~ 

Meeting of 
the Waters 

Where Ezekiel Merrill, the first settler, camped with 
his family in 1189, at junction of East and 
West Branches of the Ellis-'~iver 


