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'' of the m~thor of Washington, ~'J .~ritt~n _by ,hors·o1f~ 
and recorded in tho Clerk's otl1co· of Spottsylvania 
County'· \Ve publ_iYh b~low t,his r!\1'~ and curious 
document. The ori~ina,l is inJ>OSSOSS_iou of Mr. J. J' 
Chow, Esq., of FrodorlclrnbnrfiC---~ · . 

In the namo of God._ Amon .. ·1 Mary \Vt1shing
ton, of l!~rcdorickshu'rg, in the· County of Spottsylva
nia, being in good health, but • "nlliug· to ·mind tho 
uncertainty of tbi':l life,. and willing t() di8pose .of what 
~e~ains of my worldly est~tQ, d_o me.kc, aml ,pub}\sh 
this my last will, rr.eommending my ·soul into tho 
bands of my Crer~tr;;, hoping fm- o rcrniasion-of nll 
my sins, through th·J mtrits and madiation of Jesus . 
Christ, tho Sf\viol\f o~ m,mkind, I dispose of all my 
worldly est.ate '.\S fo, 1 

• .>w~: · 
Irnprimis-1 l,\ive · to · my son General' George 

Washington, all ruy lands on Accokcek Run, in tho 
County of Stafford, a-:id also my negro boy George, 
to him and his. heirs forever; also my best bed, 
bostcnd and Virginia cloth c'l,lrtains ( die sl\mO t.hat 
stau<ls in my best 1·oom), my quiltad · bluo arid whito 
quilt, and my bost dro1:1~in~· glass. · · · · 

Ittm- I givo and drr'i:ie to my son· ·cha1·l<'s Wnst>.~ 
ington

1 
my negl'u mRn Tom, to him and his assign~ 

forover. · · ,. · · :· ' · 
. Jtejn-I g,v·o t\.ncl ctevis9 to my_ daug~ter· :nettf 

Lewis, my phnijt'on an•i bay horse.·· · ·. : ; 
Item-I givo and do.,,,lso to my da11~hter-ia-Jnw, 

I-11m11ah Wnshlrigton, my purple cloth cloak lined 
with shag, 

Itcm,-I give nnd devise to my grandson, Corbin 
Washington~ my negro wench, Olli Bot, niy: ricllng 
chair, nnd two bh\ck horoes, to· him and his nsslgns 
forever. · ·' · · -·· · · · 

Item-I givo al\tl ·dovi110 to tny grandatm; Fielding 
Lewis, my nogro man Ftedcricki tQ him nrtd his 
assigns· forever; also, eight·: silver tRblo~spoons. · half 
my croclfory wuro, and the blue and white tea-china, 
walnut book-case, oval table, ono bed, one bed· 
sprend, 0110 pair sheets, one pair bhmkets, aml wliito 
cotton counterpane, two table-cloths, .six. red leather 
chairs, half of my _pewter, one-half of my iron k.iich
cn furniture. · 

Item-I Rive ancl devise to my grandson, Lawron·~e 
Lewi9, mylncgro wench Lydia, to· '1im nnd his nssi;(iiS 
forever. · . • · · · 1, •' · •• -~: • 

ltem-I givo nnd devise· to ·my ·granddaughter~ 
Botti~ ~Rrter, my negro w.Qm~n, ljttlo Dot, nnd hor . 
future mcrease, to her and hQr nss1gns forever; · ulso, 
my largest looklng-gmss, :my· walnut writing desk · 
with drawers, a s4uuro. dlning"tub}i,, 0110· bed, 'bed
stead, bolster, ono pillow, one blanket· and' pail' 
sheets, white Virginia cloth couniorpnµo a1.1d ·pul'ple 
curtains, my red nnd'White ton-chinn, tcaspoo>1s, nnd · 
the othe1· half of pewter, crockery wal'O, tihd·the re-· 
mnindcr of my kitchen furniture. · · . ·' 
· Item-I ~ivo to f!lY_grnndson,Gco!go Wnshingto,n,. 

my noxt best dressing gli\ss, one boustcnd, ·bed, b::,1-
stor, one pillow, 0110 pt-ir &hcots, cno blanker· itnii 
counterpane. . . 

Item-I doviae al~ my woarmg apt)arol' to·' bo • 
equally devidcd between my grand·da.ughterl.Ja IlQttY 
Carter, Fa.nny IlaU -and !..a.illy Washington; :.but· 
shQuld mv daughter Detty icwls ·faucj nnY.,Q.U.Q, tw.o 
or three articles thereof, she ls to have thorn lic.Zoro a 
division tberoo(, . . . , . · . 

Lastly-I nomin~to and ~ppoini my· snlct.· son, 
Genoral George.' Wnsalng~oil, execut~r of th.is: m,y. 

· will, and ns I owe few or u<> (}oµ~.s,. I. direct tnY, .Ol.{.eC .. • • 
utor to give no security, nor to. npprll,ise.my estate;. 
but desire the same moy be allotted to niy 'clevise~s 
with us little tl'oti.blc .aml d~lny as may ·uo,.deslrhig. 
their accoptnnl!0 'thorcof RS all tbe token I now hnVo; .1: 

· to give thom of my love for tl.tem. . . · .. , · . . . · . . .. 
. In witness whereof I ha.vcheNunto set· my'.Q.and 
t\nd seal, this 20th day of ~aY,.1788 ... , .· . · .. 

[Soal.]. . . . . . MAnY w ASiiINOTON, 
Signod, scalecl and published in out. presuncl;}_.®(l 

signed by us in th.a presence of tho s~jd_Mury. Wn~h-
ington, at her desire. • . . . · • · · , · 
. . . {JAMES MEllCER, . 

Witnesses. Jos&Pn WALKER, i. 
JonN FEUN;E,YUOUGll, / 
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....--;.;~ - - --,1.or.1"·J.iriii.ii,i y Y -enrr,. · · ti~n'.~~t~~ Pt;Ipit is not au imprQvlng 0Jl8. Com 
parorl wlth tho samo pulpit ,hil'ty years ago, it. has 
greatly dotodoratou. 'fha minietors of Iloston long 
an tori or to tllJ\t date bad .a wido and deserved rn11:1e 
for~chol_wllip, fo1 ...... qffcucc, for general culture, 
for social qualities, fol' humor, o.nd for a deep and 
fervid faitb, 'l'hey w~ro Q uotcd; they were looked 
up to; many of them gained national reputlltlons, 
and ;wmo of them names tlmt wo~o known un<l ro• 
veJ'cd wl.tc1'0ver tho Christian religion wr.s · tnught, 
and wW.ch hnvo boon 0 1nbnhned in tho literature of 
the le.ngumgc. Wo hn.vo ornaments of the pulpit in 
lloston to-day, but they lll'O not tho giant-s of other 

?\~- .. 
~ 

dr.ys. · Wo have more pulpits, bnt thoro are few 
oc':'upyirii~ thom whoso names have boon ·hoard 
b'Jyorid thoir 'own parishes; certainly f~'!i whoso 
names nl'O known beyond thoil· own denominations, 
Oi,tl;e ono hnnd1·od and fifty ministms in Boeto1i'to
dny, .scvon•te~ths of them aro na unkno,'.'n to tho. 
goneral publi<{aa though thoy wore day laborers upon 
the wharves .. 

~" 

~ _;,I 
A\ Wo m·o for from nsaorting that_ wordly famo, 

the voice of public npprovaJ, is n prizo to be sought 
nfter by the minis tor of relitf on. Notoriety is not 
an ovidonco of merit,or tho want of it an evidence of 
dullnosu and Jncfficioncy, Yet a mun of_ murkefabi~• 
Hy, of s·trong and decided chamcteristics and of great 
pulpit nttainmouts cnunot long romain hidclon from 
tho world in tho bosom of his o.wn congregation. He' 
will be suro to bo <lrngged from his rotiremont, bo 
spoken of and bo sought afte1-. Thus Dr. Clmnning 
,1ould no mor3 have couHued his influence within tho 
sphcl'o of tho Federal Street Church, than tho sexton 
could havo cxcrt<:d an jnflucnco co-extensive with 
thut of tho preacher. 

We lrnve only a few notabilities in the pulpit of 
1865. Perhaps the changed condition !)f the world of 
to-day from tha~ which exfotcd a generation nnd 
more ugo, has· bnd more to do in restricting the fame 
of ti1e pulpit allll th9 personnl influence of cle1·iumcn 
than is generally supposed. Men no,v passecl middl~ 
Ut'e cnn l'cmembor when tho minister wns th~. great 
mau of tho community nronnd him; when bis word 
was law; when hi8 opinions wcro he!d in Yencrat.ioil · 
undlhc could sway a wholo vil1ngc to a particuhll' course_ 
of action by a few words spoken from his pulpit, It 
was in an emphatic. sense "liko priest, like pcopJt1/' 
'.fb.o railroml,tb{; lightning tolcgrnph and tho lightning 
p1·ess hnvo bro·aght tho ·ends of the .('at'th together. 
rfimc nnd space· and natnrnl baniera bav() been 
surmounted, nod millions of people, ~ho'l,lsancls .of 
mi.les .apar,;~ 1·oad, on tbe sa.mo rooming, ihe f!amo 
acc:mnt of tho great events that hnve ~1apponod; and 
thu thonghts of him who has tho oar of· th_o couli_try,: 
thougli. uttered in a retired villngo, nro flashed over' a 
continent the next day and spl'Oud in every direction 
by a lightning press to~ n multitu<lo of readers. whom 
no man can number.· How is it_poasil>lo, under s~ch 
circumstances, whea the most retired hamlets arc 
but suburhs of a·ireat motropolis, for tho pulpit to 
be as powerful as it used to bo? New tenchers have 
ai·iscn, and now guides sway public opiQion through 
new -iJW. ... f\wifter mct~ .. u~)of communicating ideas. 

'fhere is a remnant left of those who occupied Bos
ton pulpits twenty ye;ars ngo, l.>ofore railroads had 
displaced stagc•conches; when tho olcct1·io tclegrnph 
was unknown, and the ligb tning press existed only. in 
the.Jl:w.iL1 of its inventor. We have a desire to sny a 
few words of these· men ,~ ho hnvo been in pulpit hn,r· 
ncss so lOCi{, nnd wilo aro still spared. to their· cori-. 
grngations, Tlrnir number is but smnll.- · It compri• 
scs Dr, Gannett, tho colleague pastor of Dr, Channing, 
who was settled in 1824; Father Taylor, the devoted 
lfothcl preucher, who was settled in 1828; Dr,- Wor~ 
cestcr, of tho Chureh of tho Now Jerusalem, who 
WHS Bcttled in 1828; Chcmdler Robbius, of .the Sec~ 
ond Church, and Dr. Adnms, of tho Essex street 
Church, S{)ttled in 1838; Dr, S. K. Lothrop, of the 
Drnttlc· street Church, settled in 1834, and Dr. George 
W. Blagdcn of the Old South, settled. in 1886. We 
ahaU include in this list Rev. DJ', Neale of the First 
Baptist Churc!h, who was settled in 188'1, and Rev. 
D1',CDnrtol, of tho Lynde street' Church~ who was also 
settlecl:,in 1887. We design to give brief sketches of 
these fathers of tho church on succeeding Snturdnys. 

·,, • I ,. 



, -- - •<ftfJ'•"'~•uu Qr' O)l~'tnousnnd ono~iinudred 7.':i"J ',-r,, 
_,,, fifteen guns, 01• rtn nvorngo of clo,·cn guns .to each .. ·, . ·· ~ vesscI.-N. r.·aom. Adv. -y .-

·--, 
'~·agcdy iu lfisconsin. 

A shocki11g tl'agcdy occurrc<iii.wa.thc to~n of Oale-
donin, Uacino county, on then~ of tho 1ltinstant. 

-:A boy nnmed John Sthcsky, tho only son. of a re
:spectab_le Dobomlnu, residing near tho Chicago and 
Milwaukio Unilroud trnck, in tho nol'thorn part of 
Cttlcclonin, Uf\cino countv, cornmittc<l ono of the 
moat atro,•ious nnd cold-hloodcu acts of combined 

'Parricido and homicide that has ever been recorded in 
_nnnnls of Cl'imo. 1'bo.circumstanccs nre as follows: 
i . Th~ father. who was n former iu oxccllcnt circum
stances, had been laboring in tho woods during tho 
day, and lrn'd come in rtt nightfall for his auppor. Tho 

; moal wns prepared, and tho mother called tlohn, who . 
is an only.son, about nineteen years old, to Jome in 

• to tea; Tho agcll couple sat down to their meal, 
thinking tho boy would presently join thom, when 
suddenly a shot was tlrecl through tho windo\\·-pane 

· of the room, and tho fothel' wus struck by a ball in 
. tho left nrm, completely shattering it ut tho olbow. 
, Tho mother atartod up, and 1.-1.t tho •mo instant 
, anotbor report resounded, and sho was struck fn the 
: abdomen by a lmllct, wl1ich pnssocl . completely 
: through her body. . . . , 

Iri another moment another discharge wn~ heard 
in tho yard, and tho father, who, with parental 
instincts, divined tho nature nnd clfoct of this third ~ 

, shot, suanmoned strength to get out.of doorn, whoro 
_· he foun·d his son weltering- in his hlood, and nh'eady 
: gnspmg his lust. Bo had murdered both of his aged 
parents -with tho two IJaneJs of 0110 gun, nnd had 

: shot hhusolf through tho lJody with another wonpou., 
. ending his Jifo almost instnntJy. 

\Vo sri~y murdered, fol' it is not Jirolmblo thnt either 
wm recover, th<>ugh IJoth wero lhing wbon our in

; formant left. Tho mother bus donntless breathed 
, her last oro now, and it is considered doubtful 
whether tho father, who is ovor sixty years of nge., 

: can survive his injul'ios and tho Bllock of his griof.
, Jlitwaukeo Sentinel . 

. · ',l'Jao N egrocs at \Vork • 
. , I 1''l'Olll the .MobUo HcgiHtor unci AtlvorLiscr.J 

It will bo found, we think, that tho innss of tho 
. blacks nro nt work, in some shnpo or nnothor, mak
ing a Jiving out of tho soil, and mol'c or lrss contd· 

, buting to tho wcnlth of society, wuicb tho swont of 
tho brow.~rnw~ from the onrt!1, Of course, they are 

-- not workmg with tho rcgulnruy, pcrsil:itoncy and en
, erg,- which prevailed under tho lnbor sJ·stcm lately 

uprciotcd, but thoy nro nt work, nncl so fnr give evi~ 
, clence that thoy arc tenchal>lo in tho first Rrcut lesson 
- of their sudcl! n emancipation-to wit: that to live 
, they must WOl'k, nnd thfLt when tho Federal sword 
struck off their bonds, it did not emnncip11to them 
from tho docrco of lloavon, thut by tho sweat of 

: man's brow shall ho cat nnd livo. 'fhn nc1~ro bas but 
_ to have this fuct dumbly impressticl upon his under-
- standing, and our now labor system is inaugurated. 
Once started, thero is no fear that it will not march 
forward. 

The well disposed and tho industrious will thrive., 
the idlo, the mean, tho vicious, will find thoir speedy 

. way to the grave through tho doors of poor houses, 
, hospitals arid prisons. -Time will L>uild up u1I this 

upon tho rnimi of slavery. Wo possess a IJlnd that 
groans with ,latent wonlth, and plcnds for labor, It 
will get it. lt will got it sooner thnn t.he most san

, fl.Uioa havo OX.PeGtcd. In thn v01·y noxt crop wo are 
prepared to sco ·men rub their eyes nnd say how blind 
and shortaightocl wo hnvo been. Suppose a fourth or 

; oven a ·fifth of a cotton crop is produced, Hs yield in 
money 1s ju~t as ,g~·cat ns that of a f ult crnp five yeara 
ago. It is tho hnppy charncteristic•or cotton that its· 
value rises and falls with its supply, and tbo world 
pays as much for 500,000 bales as it docs for 2,000,000., 
according to tho yield. ( _ .. . 

· Let us be cheerful, hopo fol-tho bost, and wo1\. for the best. · 
------------

Counterfeit Legal ,-render Notes. 
''. '<The countcrfoitera who·havo loug been cn1{aged in 

•· imitating the various iasucs of govci:nrnont 1,111per, 
ge.norl,llly, With but poor success, lmvo madoa 1 OX• 
cell6nt copy of tho tifty-ciolln'r lognl-tondm~ notes and 
have given it considorablo circulation in this city nod 
probably in mnny parts of tho country. Tho oxist
cnco of u clqngcrous counterfeit of thi:, denomination 
of the cur}'.cncy lrns bP,cn for sonlo time known; but 
the false notes hnvo passed frd~Jy, and nono wore 
detoC'tod ;until Inst week or tho\bcginning of this 
week. They have boon _thl'Ough tho. hands of bank 
offlccl'B Jlnd brokers of gcat oxpericnco; excellent 
judges of money, who L_lro not well ncqu~intcd with 
the counterfeit., nro nnablo to form u dcoid~d opinion 
as to the character of Jt; and oftlccrs of the \'l'reasury 
Department havo found it extremely di~cult to 
detect tho spurious p&por. ,vhen tho courtcrfeit 
was first submitted to the men who had bcon em
ployed to cngra-vo tho Ol'iginnl note, thoy pron unced 
itge.nuino; bnt a.closo olJsorvation nnd comp l'ison 
of tho two notes, showed some sli~ht diffet·cnc . , 

Th, engravers :are alJio to point out but tw clis
crepancies IJotwcen tho notes that will bo npparo t to 
the public~ Ono of them is in thnt part of th en
graving of the hcud of Hamilton, upon tho foe of 
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! beui1~··: 1Thcro1t's ·notbi~g 'remrtrlt~bl~ in' tllis:' fcir'Itu,st 
such concretions are foun~ io };il\VO a, niicI~us, of s'orp.e 

· sort upQn y,llich they bogBn ,to form; But the Post 
gives it as the 'opinion· of Dr." 'nurk~ t~at the' bean' 
was swdftowcd, aa4"...-t001·ked through the kiclneys 
into the blai;derl" We very much 'doubt if any 

' "' . . .. ' 

surgeon ever mado so abs1,1rd a statement, but if ho 
did. we would like to· ask him, how he supposed the 
bt}&D gqt fron:1 _iho sto

1

mach)nto.·" tµ~ \{idri.oys,"~or 
into• a kidney, for tho greatest ignoramus . wouid .. 
hatdly·describo it as passing through botli of those 
organs. Thero is a much mor(f dircctand onsy pussage 
by-rwllwh children get_ pqas and· beans into their blad
ders-than tho unexplorn,J 1·oute named by the-Post. · 

Cu1cAoo· ·O1>ERATI0Ns.-Tho Chicago·. Ttibune 
says of the ope,rations. of .t~o wheat gamblors th~ro: 

i•Tho whe·at gambiets con~ip.u"· to -keep tho nim·ltot 
exci~, and shippers and. 19tbcr.' Jcgitiprnte dealers 
have been dri-v~n entirely out. of tho markE)t fot. ten 
days p-'.ist. 'fhe market having.been largoly'ovcrsold 
a combioati9n of spcculutprs. w~_formed,:and they 
purchased all ibo. "spot,:wheat" ~ffered, and.thus 
f9rced the market up, com polling abort sc~lers to set
tle at tho advanco figures. Whet) tho 1·Qccipts .a1·e 
light, as they btwc IJcon for a · week past, . this can 
easiJy, lJc µ.ono. but w~on they aro .heavy: -it is raiher 
a difficult. and hazardous un<leitaking _ to work up:_a 
"corner.'' .. It is needleos to stato that tho wholo bus1~ 
ness is illegitimate and disgraceful; but it is ;orie ·oc 
the concomit~nts, of a {\op.-cc\at~d ~np over ab~ndarit 
currency •. ?,f.eroha11ts bnve ~een · changed:·Jnto mere 
specul~tors and gam~lcrs by it, A~d it has dist~rbod 
and damagecl-the busmeaEJ of tho enti,;o country.- 1 

. . ' ' .. 

WILL. OF N~m L~~E CHA;ni,Es lM:~~ltlAM;-Tbo 
will of Mr. Merriam has been offered for probate, 
and contains bequests to the· fom,wing public cq·nri;. 
.ti~: To the l'eJ!lporarY,- Homo for Destitute.Cbil~rcn, : 
tbe_Becevole1,1t Fratermty of Chul'chqs,. the SaJl9rs1 

· 

Snug Harbor, tho Home for Aged Men, tho Industri· : 
Ql School for Gii:ls at .Dorchester, __ fl ve. 1housand dol- '. 
Jars each; to the :War~«)ll Str.~t C~~pel .twentyrf!v~ _ 

., hundred dollnra; to tlip . Wa11hingtonian Home , fl ve : 
hundred dQllars; Jo t~e town , of· CQ~C.Qr~ (bis birt_h- . 
place,) for. tbe, benefit . of, 1 its. t~1bl!c Library,, ~no , 
thousand dollars. Ho gives to bis friend and pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Gannett, th,rco. th9us~µ~ dollnrs. Aftor -
making liberal bequests to all his near relatives, l;lc 
!eaves. tho remainder of his large property _ to his 
wJdow ~nd children .. : His son Charles l\{orri~nh and · 
bis sQn-m-law F1·anc1e_ Jaques arc named ns execu-, 
tors, and the same gcntlcµien. with James H~ Beal·, 
are deaigJiated as trustees. · · · · 

GOLi> Si>ENT Anno~» _ »:r · r Al\~-En,ICANS,7lt ap
pears from a letter· -of the Paris' correspondent of a ·
-~ew Y.ork journal, that the. Am~rl~an r~_side~te in: 
· Paris at(rbocomlng alarmed at the rapid I and enor
mous influx of Americans in Europe~ · · 1'hc o.larm' 'is : 
CA.used by the mon_er th.ey are e~p,endirtg, wliich -~~Ii- ' 
. siitutes a drt\ft taken directlv frpµi the gold capital 
of tbe country, and_ which being once scattered there, . 
will neret find its way bltck to tho· United States. It. 

1

• 

1 is estimated tbnt: there are ·roa"ty or fifty thousand: 
Ani,ericans now in. E~rop~, who have gonf:' over since . 
· the:ftrst of J'1nµnry, It 1s said that every arriving 

, 1 steamer is crowded with the1e pleas·qre-seekcre,· who. 
go well P\'OVi~ed ~1~~.' fund~. , This co~s~ondentl 
supposes that· the number of Attiel'lcan v1s1tors to, 
Europ~ for the ·n~~t two or three yenrswill average. 
fifty thousand. · _Allowi"g 'each one to expend two· 
thog~umd . dollars, .w~~c~ -lhe th.ink's exceedingly. 
moderato, he makes out·a yearly l~ss to this country, 
and gain to Europe,. 9f_ one ~undted million dollars 
in gold .. __ · · ;· · · · ' 



TIIE C1\STIN COINS. 

ONE of the earliest settled localities in ~fainc, as well as 
one of the most distinguished in our history, is the penin
sula of !fatchebiguatus, or l\{ajor ]3iguyducc, called by con
traction Bn.gaduce, on which stands the village of Castine. 

The origin and signification of this term have never been 
satisfactorily explained. Palfrey's History of New Eng
land intimates that " Point Bagaduce" was a name used as 
early as 1642, but I can find no authority for such a state., 
ment. .A.n approximation to it appears in a deed dated 
August, 1644, from Gov. Winslow to John ·Winthrop and 
others, cited in a note to Winthrop's Journal: vol. 1, page 
220, ( =:;avage's edition), where the eastern possessions of 
the Plymouth Company are referred to, as located "at 
lfatchebiguatus~ in Penobscot." No such name is contained 
in any of the English or French documents relating to the 
Castin family. In 1760, the infant settlement of the pres
ent town of Castine was kno,vn as '~ Baggadoose." During 
the Revolution, it was called " iiaja Bagaduce," and ·' ~laje 
Bigaduce," more frequently the latter. Gov. Sullivan, in his 
History of Afaine, repeatedly mentions '' Bagaduce Point,'' 
and "Bagaduce N eek." His manner of spelling the ,vord 
is now the n1ost common. Williamson's History: vol. ii., 
page 572, note, says "the peninsula, no,v Castine, originally 
bore the nan1e of a resident Frenchman, called M ajur Big-



4 THE CASTIN COINS. 

uyduce." As authority fo~ this statement, the letter of Col. 
Jeremiah Wardwell, of Penobscot, dated }larch 21, 1820;, 
and the certificate of Capt. J oscph Mansell, of Bangor, 
made June 27, 1831, are cited. Both papers are deposited 
in the library of the Society. They constitute the only 
support that a person named- "Major Biguyduce" ever ex
isted. SJ!2h an origin of the term is therefore erroneous. 

/ -, 
The author of the History of Maine seems subsequently to 
have been convinced of his mistake, for in one of his manu
script books, I find the following: "Marcheba!!'yduce, an 
Indian word, meaning no good cove." Mr. Eaton, in his An
nals of Warren, page 20, note, also says Ba.gaduce is an 
Indian name, signifying "bad harbor." .A. tradition exi5t3 
that it expresses the idea of great sorrow or trouble, be
cause, at a remote period, the upsetting of a canoe in the 
swift current of the river, which flows above the peninsula, 
caused great loss of life, and consequent sorrow or trouble. 
Whatever may be the correct orthography of the ,vord, no 
other conclu~ion than that it is of Indian derivation can be 
drawn. In support of which I can cite nothing more perti, 
nent than the following extracts from a letter written rela
tive t'.> the matter, by the venerable Jacob ~!'Gaw, Esq., of 
Bangor, one of the founders of our Society, addressed to 
Hon. William Willis, under date of Aug. 5th, 1857. 

'' In my conversation with old Indians, I have learned from them that the 
word Majebiguyduce (first syllable pronounced as in our word majesty) is 
purely Indian, and is descriptive of the river "hich flows in front of the 
beautiful town of Castine. All old Indians unit~ in defining J.Jajebigaduce 
as being 'a rfoer having many large coves or bays.' One intelligent Indian 
says tha.t it expresses or includes the idea of the bar or ledge that crosses 
the river about two or three miles above the ,1illage of Castine, and just be
low two large bays at the head of the river, called Northern Bay and South
ern Bay. This ledge resembles a low dam, over which the tide water falls , 
after about half tide, so as to render the navigation by large vessels or boats 
difficult, until the obstruction made by the d1m or ledge is overcome. As 
the orthography of the word Major-biguyduce or .Maje-bigaduce is altogeth-, 
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er arbitrary, I have only attempted to ~pell it as nearly in accordance with 
th.e sound 1·eceived as I can." l 

The beauty and prominence of its situation, added to the 
security anJ extent of its harbor, attracted the attention of 
the first voyagers who sailed along our coast, and under the 
name· of Pentagoet, it was a well known place of resort to 
the French fi5hermen, long before any settlement had been 
effected north of Virginia. Champlain, who in 1604 en
tered Penobscot Bay, and who may be regarded as the first 
known white man who looked upon its ~pacious harbors and 
verdant falands, gives a conspicuous de;:;ignation to Pcnta
goet 2 on the n1ap which accompanies the account of his 
voyages, and the same place is mentioned by Captain John 
Sruith, who visited it twelve years afterwards, as the princi
pal habitation be saw to the northward. 3 According to 
Bancroft, the first. intelligible sounds of welco1nr which 
greeted the arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, were from 
an Ir..dian who had learned a little English of the fishermen 
at Penobsr.ot. 4 

The Plymouth Company established a trading house at 
Penobscot in 1630, 5 where they car1'ied on an extensive 
traffic with the 'uatives, for five years, when D'.A.ulney, a sub
ordinate commander under Razillai1 the governor of Acadie, 
took pos::;ession of the country by virtue of a commission 

t I think the proper spelling of the word is ]Jatche-B(quatus. :Matche 
means barl, - as ]latchegon, the Indi:m name of the north-eastern end of 
Portland, means bad.clay, and incluc.le~ Clay Cove. Matche, in all the New 
England dialects, ex presses something bad ; it. is from l\::L1t, no, not. In 
the N ..irragansett, .. .Hatch it means naught, eYil; and in all its combin:itio ns 
implies neg.ition. \Vh.tt Biguatus me.1.n~, I do n::>L kno\V. w. 

2 Ch.tmphin ·s :Map, Berjon's edition. 

3 Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc. iii. 21, 3d series. 

4 Bancroft's Hist United States, i. 3 i6. 

5 BraclforJ';i llist. PlrmJuth Plan., CJ!l. ~1.1ss. Hi.,t. Soc. iii., 4th series. 
~ 
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from the king of France. Four years previous, the French 
had obtained entrance into this trading house, by means oi 
stratagem, and robbed it of goods to the valne of five hund
red pounds. An attempt was made by the Plymouth men 
to displant the French, and regain their possession, but it 
failed through the incapacity of the director of the expedi
tion whi9b.-3yas dispatched for that purpose. D'Aulney 
erected,'a fort,. and made Penobscot his fixed place of resi
dence. .After the death of Razillai. he became involved in , 

hostilities with La Tour, who had established himself at the 
mouth of the river St. J oho, and who claimed that the gov .. 
ernmcnt of Acadie had been. rightfully delegated to him. 
The bloody contentions of these rivals continued for many 
years to disturb the tranquillity of the English settlements, 
and form one of the most romantic passages in the history 
of the new world. D'Aulney retained the control of .Aca• 
die until 1654, when it was conquered by the EngliRh. Col.. 
Temple, the first English governor, resided at Penobscot 
after the French had left, and carried on a trade there. 1 By 
the treaty of Breda, in 1667, it was restored to its former 
owners, 2 and was by them retained for nearly a century. 

BARON DE ST. CASTIN. 

Although Penobscot is associa~ed with the names of many 
of the most prominent adventurers who appear in our early 
history, that of Vincent de St. Castin is the most distin~ 
guished. He had been an officer in the body guard of the 
king of France, and was a man of weal th and distinction. 
Born near the Pyrenees, and accustomed to their wild and 

1 Sullivan''l Hist. l\laine, 158. 

~ Holmes' Am. Ann. i. 846. 
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rugged scenery, the primeval fores ts of Acadie accorded 
well with his eccentric disposition, and soon after arriving 
at Quebec, in 1665, the regiment of which he was the com
mander having been disbanded, he selected the pine clad 
peninsula of Biguatus as his place of residence. On the 
same spot which had previously been occupied by D'Aulney 
and by Temple, _he erected a fortified habitation, and for 
over a quarter of a century carried on an extensive and 
profitable trade; receiring supplies of merchandise from 
France, and exchanging them with the Indians for furs. La 
Hontan estimated his profits to have been two or three hund
red thousand crowns, 1 and Castin himself informed M. 
Tibierge, in 1695, that eighty thousand livres could be an• 
nuallv realized at Penobscot out of the beaver trade. 2 A. .. 
census of .A.cadie, taken in 16 73, enumerates thirty-one 
white persons, including soldiers, who were connected with 
Castin's establishment. 3 He formed a close alliance with 
the savages, by marrying the daughter of Madockawando, 
their chief, and his influence over them was so great that 
they regarded him as their tutelar god. Within his habita
tion was a chapel, decorated with the emblems of the Cath
olic church, and attended by several priests, who.se solemn 
rites and unintelligible ceremonies have never failed to im
press a barbarous people. To the exertions of Castin may 
be traced the origin of Catholicism t1mong the 'f~rratines. 

The extent of dominion and the wealth which Castin ac
quired rendered him to the French a powerful ally, no less 
than to the English a formidable adversary. A zealous 
bigot in religion, he was the frequent. instigator ~f hostili
ties to wards the Protestants, and on repeated occasions he 

1 La Hon tan, New Voyages, i. 4 71. 

21\femoir on Acadie by M. Tibierge, Oct. 1, 1695. 
3 Coll. French MSS. Sec'y's Office, Boston, ii. 253. 
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took command of the Indians aided by reinforcements of 
French troops, in expeditions against the New England set
tlements. In several instances, however, the English were 
the aggressors. King William's war, by some writers called 
Castin's war, which was carried on between Massachusetts 
and the eastern tribes from 1688 to 1697, originated in the 
unprovo~obbery of Castin by the English. 1 In June, 
1688, Sir Edmund Andros, Governor of Massachusetts, 
without a reasonable pretext, and influenced only by a de
sire of enlarging his power and cf increasing his wealth, 
proceeded to Penobscot in the frigate RoHc. Entering the 
harbor, he anchored before Castin's door, and sent his lieu
tenant on shore to request an interview. The Baron, 
suspecting that it was designed. to make him prisoner, im
mediately retired with his company from the peninsula, and 
the Go\"'ernor on landing found the house deserted. All 
the arms and ammunition which the fort contained, together 
with a quantity of merchandise and furniture, he placed on 
board the Rose, and carried to Pemaquid, "in condemnation 
of trading at Penobscot." 'The altar, pictures, and orna
ments of the chapel were left undi~turbed. Andros after
wards sent word to Castin that every article seized should 
be restored, if he would render allegiance to the Engli8h. 
But the base act so exasperated him that he refused to 
reply, and used his exertions to excite the Indians to hos
tilities, which they commenced the following August. 2 

During the war, the English burned all habitations on the 
peninsula, obliging Castin and his servants '' to hide thoir 
merchandise far in the woods, so as to have it secure from 
plunder." 3 

1 Belk. Hist. N. H. 135. 

2 Hutch. Hist. i. 330. 

i Memoir on Acadie, by M. Tibierge. 
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In 1703, while Castin was in France, the English again 
visited his fort, which he had rebuilt, and plundered it of 
all its most valuable articles. 1 The next year, Major 
Church, in his fifth eastern expedition, killed or took cap
tive all the inhabitants at Penobscot, both French and 
Indians, " not knowing," as he says, " that any one did es
cape." Among the prisoners was Castin's daughter, who 
said her father had gone to reside on his estate in France. 2 

Church also carried away all the valuables which could be 
found. 

Castin went to France in 1701: 3 and probably never re
turned to this country. His son by his Indian wife contin
ued to reside at Penobscot, and for many years occupied an 
influential position among the savages. In the office of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts are let
ters relative to Indian affair~, written as late as 17 54, by 
Joseph Dabadis de St. Castin, who was probably a grand
son of the Baron. Nothing is known of any of the family 
after that time. Some of them undoubtedly remained at 
Penobscot until the commencement of the French war. 
Gov. Pownall of Massachusetts, in 1759, took formal pos
session of the peninsula in the name of the King, and 
hoisted the English flag on Castin's fort. He found the 
settlement deserted and in ruins. 4 

It would be foreign to the object of the present article, 
to give any extended account of the history of Penobscot. 
It is sufficient to have traced the outlines of the principal 
events which occurred while it was under the control, and 
in the possession of the French, and especially during the 
residence of the Castins. 

1 Hist. Maine, ii. 42. 

2 Church's Fifth Exp. 261. 

3 Copies of French MSS. in Sec'y's office, Boston, 5. 103. 
4 Gov. Pownall's Journal. 
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The mention of the discovery of a large and valuable 
collection of ancient coins in the immediate vicinity of Big
uatus, is calculated to awaken all the interesting historical 
associations which for a period of nearly two centuries are 
connected with that locality, while the absence of even any 
traditionary evidence. of such a deposit or concealment 
affords an-opportunity for varied conjecture. It is proposed 
to give an account of this treasure trove, and of the means 
by which it was brought to light, and to make some sugges
tions as to the cause of its long inhumation. 

It· was not on the peninsula that these coins were found, 
nor within the limits of the town of Castine, but on the 
banks or shore of the Bagaduce river, about six miles from 
the site of Castin's fort, in the town of Penobscot. This 
river, at its mouth, forms the harbor of Castine, and is nav
igable for small vessels for several miles above the village. 
At about six miles above, is a point called" Johnson's ·Nar
rows," or" Second Narrows," where the water is of great 
depth, and at certain periods of the tide forms a rapid 
current. A path leads across the point, and from the 
adaptation of the shore as a landing place, it is probable 
that the usual passage from Biguatus to Mt. Desert, was up 
this river as far as the narrows. Near the narrows the 
coins were discovered. 

The first indication of the hidden coins was perceived 
at the close of one of the last days in November, 1840, by 
Captain Stephen Grindle, on the farm he owned and occu
pied at the Second Narrows, before described. While 
engaged with his son, Samuel Grindle, in hauling wood down 
the bank to the shore, the latter picked up a piece of mon
ey near a rock which was partially buried in the ground. 
The rock was on a side hill, and when uncovered, presented 
an irregular surface of about four square feet. Its situation 
was some twenty.five yards from the shore, and in the di-
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rect line of a beaten track through the bushes, which has 
been used as a path across the point for a time beyond the 
remembrance of the oldest inhabitants. At the termination 
of this path on the shore, is an indentation or landing place, 
well adapted for canoes, and the natural features and facil• 
ities of the spot are confirmatory of a tradition that one of 
the Indian routes from the peninsula to Mount Desert and 
Frenchman's Bay was up the Bagaduce river, and from 
thence across to Bluehill Bay. The land was very rocky, 
and covered with a second growth of trees; the original 
growth having been cut about seventy.five years. ..A:t the 
time the coins were found, Capt. Grindle, together with his 
father-in-law, Mr. Johnson, had resided on the farm for over 
sixty years. Portions of the top of the rock were embed
ded in the soil to the depth of a foot, and a clump of alders 
grew around. The appearance of the place is not now the 
same as when the discovery was made. Repeated digging 
has laid the rock bare to the depth of several feet, and the 
side hill has washed away. 

Upon finding the first coin, which proved to be a French 
crown, Capt. Grindle and his son commenced digging away 
the earth around the rock, and by the time it was dark, had 
possessed themselves of eighteen or twenty additional 
pieces. They then abandoned the search, intending to re
new it on the following day. That night a severe snow 
storm occurred, which covered the ground, and rendered 
further investigations during the winter impracticable. Ear
ly in the spring they resumed the examination. On the top 
of the rock, embedded in the mass, one or two coins were 
found, and upon striking a crowbar into the declivity, and 
grubbing up the alders, they came upon a large deposit, 
numbering some four or five hundred pieces of the currency 
of France, Spain, Spanish America, Portugal, Holland, Eng• 
land, and Massachusetts. Mr. Grindle's wife held her apron, 
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which her husband and son soon loaded with, as she after 
wards remarked, "the best lapful she had ever carried." 
The greater part of the money was found contiguous to the 
rock, but many pieces were afterwards exhumed ten or 
twelve feet distant. As several of the smaller coins ap
peared to be scattered down the declivity, it was probable 
that they were washed away by the action of the elements. 
No vessel or covering, or remains of any, were found in 
connection with the coins. Appearances indicated that the 
deposit was originally made at the side of, or perhaps on 
the rock, without any protection except a perishable one. 
Many of the coins retained their original brilliancy, but 
some were blackened and discolored by exposure to the 
weather. Dr. Joseph L. Stevens, 1 of Castine, visited the 
spot early in .April, 1841, while Capt. Grindle was still en
gaged in searching the ground, and several coins were dug 
up in his presence. An opportunity was afforded him to 
examine at his leisure the entire collection, before the own
er had disposed of any portion, and to select the most per• 
fect specimens of each variety which could be found. These, 
seventeen in number, he paid for at the rate of old silver. 
Other gentlemen secured similar samples; by.t Dr. Stevens' 
collection is the most complete that has been preserved. 
Most of the coins were paid to a creditor of Capt. Grindle, and 
ultimately found their way into the crucible of a silversmith. 
The exact amount which their fortunate discoverer realized 
probably exceeded five hundred dollars. No other money 
has ev-er since been discovered at Johnson's Point, but the 
extent of numerous excavations in its -vicinity indicate that 
the neighboring inhabitants believe that additional treasures 
are yet concealed. 

l I am indebted to Dr. Stevens for very valuable information in relation 
to .the .coins. Without his kind assistance, it would have been impossible to 
have prepared this article. 
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Most of the coins were French crowns, half-crowns, and 
quarters, all of the reigns of Louis XIII. and Louis XIV., 
and bore various dates, from 1642 to 1682. With a few 
exceptions they were bright and but little worn, and when 
placed where they were founC: ~ould not have been long in 
circulation. The~ excellent workmanship, compared with 
that of English or Spanish coins of a similar date, shows 
the superiority of the French in the -arts, even at that pe
riod. The regularity of the letters, and the general appear
ance of ea.ch piece are but little inferior to those of the 
present age. On the obverse of all these French coins is a 
profile of the reigning sovereign, surrounded by the inscrip
tion ·' LVD-XIII.- ( or XIV., according to the date,) D-G
FR-ET-N AV-REX," for "Ludovicus Xill. ( or XIV.) Dei 
Gratia Franciro et Navarrre Rex:'' "Louis XIII. ( or XIV.) 
by the Grace of God King of France and Navarre." Some 
of the specimens contain, between the letters G and FR, a 
small figure, such as a star, lion, &c., indicating under whose 
dictation the coinage took place. The profile on the crowns 
bearing date 1652 represents the king as a child, while that 
on those of 1680 exhibits the mature features of a stern 
man. 1 The two would not be recognized as the face of the 
same person. The reverse has the figure of a plain shield, 
surmounted by a crown, with a legend extending around as 

V . 

follows: '' SIT-NOMEN-DO~fINI - BENEDICTUM, that is, 
"Blessed be the name of the Lord." The letter .A, which 
appears inverted before the last word on most of the pieces, 
denotes the mint mark of Paris. 2 At the left of the top of 
the shield is the date. 

1 Louis X[V., often styled the Great, ascended the throne in 164-3, in the 
.fifth year of his age, under the regency of Anne of Austria, his mother. He 
died after a reign of seventy-two years : one of the longest on the pages of 
history. 

~ " The coinage of each of the French mints may be known by its mint• 
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French crowns of the time of Louis XIV. are now sel
dom to be found, except in the cabinets of numismatologists. 
A few years ago they were occasionally brought from Cana
da to the United States mint for reroinage, being so much 
worn as to be no longer passable. 1 

A large part of the money, numerically considered, con
sisted of the old Massachusetts or Pine Tree currency, of 
which there were fifty or seventy-five shillings, and nearly 
as many sixpences. They are of rude manufacture, very 
thin, and not uniform in diameter. The intrinsic value of a 
shilling, when unmutilated, is sixteen cents and two-thirds. 2 

Both shillings and sixpences are simple in design. On one 
side a double ring around the circumference encloses the 
words "IN MASATHVSETS,': and in the center is the :fig
ure of a pine tree. A similar ring on the reverse surrounds 
the legend '' NEW ENGLAND, AN DOM," that is, Anno 
Domini. In the interior iid the date, 1652, and beneath it 
the figures XII. or VI., according to the value of each piece 
in pence. . This money was the first coined in the colonies, 
and with the exception of similar coins issued in Maryland, 
the only ones struck until the Revolution. The earliest 
emissions of the Massachusetts mint hardlv deserved the ., 

name of money. 3 Their only inscriptions were the letters 
NE for New Englaud, and figures indicating the value. Such 
rude impressions soon became the subject of fraudulent imi
tations, and in a few months more elaborate designs were 
substituted. Specimens of the first kind are exceedingly 
rare, as their circulation was of short duration. All the 

mark or letter; that of Paris is the letter A," &c. - Eckfeldt and Du Bois : 
Manual of Coins, 155. 

1 Eckfeldt and Du Bois, 157. 
2 Dictionary of Coins. 

3 Coll M:ass. Hist. Soc., 2d series, ii. 27 4. 
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Pine Tree money bears the same date, viz, 1652, although 
the mint was in constant operation for nearly forty years 
after. The reason of this is, that subsequent to the resto
ration, the coining of money by the colonies was declared 
an encroachment upon the royal prerogative, 1 and further 
issues were for bidden. This order was evaded by retaining 
the original date on all the pieces. 2 The lfassachusetts 
mint was probably discontinued at the commencement of 
the reign of William and Mary, in 1688. Its products are 
said to have been current in this country down to the Revo
lution, although Judge Hutchinson, afterwards governor of 
Massachusetts, in 1761 sent a Pine Tree shilling and six
pence to England, "as something of a curiosity." 3 

The next largest proportion consisted of the clumsy, 
shapeless Spanish coinage, commonly called" ~ob money" 
or "cobs," and sometimes :, cross money," from the :figure 
of a cross, which al ways characterizes it. The meanmg of 
the word " cob " is unknown. In Mexico, this currency was 
termed" maquina de papalote y cruz," that is," windmill 
and cross money." 4 None of the specimens appear to have 
been made by machinery, but seem like lumps of bullion, 
:flattened and impressed by the means of a hammer. The 

1 Soon after the accession of Charles II., Sir Thomas Temple, Governor 
of Acadie, being at London, held an interview with the king, in the course 
of which his majesty expressed great dissatisfaction against the people of 
Massachusetts, for invading his right by coining money without authority. 
Gov. Temple exhibited some of the coin to the king, who seeing the pine 
tree, inquired what it was emblematical of. The immediate reply was that 
it was a figure of the royal oak which saved his majesty's life. This answer 
mollified the king, and induced him to favor the pleas which the Governor 
made in beha.1f of the colony. -Felt's Historical Account of Mass. Coin
age. 38, 39. 

2 Barry, Hist. of Mass. i. 344, note. 

3 Felt's Hist. Account of Mass. Coinage, 49. 

4 Eckfeldt and Du Bois, 119. 
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figures and inscriptions are extremely rough and imperfect, 
and sometimes entirely iliegible. The largest of these 
coins were originally made for dollars, and when new were 
of the lawful standard. Some of the specimens are what 
old writers frequently called pieces of eight. Those among 
the collection of Dr. Stevens are of different weight, and 
present every variety of form except that of a circle. In 
the center of-the obverse are the pillars of Hercules, with 
the letters "PL VS VLTRA.," " more beyond,'' crowded in 
without regard to order, and around the circumference 
:' PHILIPPVS lIII.," or" CAROL VS II.," according to the 
date. 1 The figure 8 between the pillars on one of the 
largest pieces, and 2 on the smallest, indicate the value in 
reals. 2 On the side of the pillars are letters, which vary 
according to the date: and are probably mint m~rks. The 
reverse has a cross with arms of equal length, loaded at 
the ends, and of an unusu~l form, resembling the fan of a 
windmill. 3 The legend which surrounds the exterior, but 
which is usually mutilated by clipping, was originally" D
G -HISP .A.NIA.RVM ET · INDIARVM REX," "By the 
Grace of God King of the Spains 4 and of the Indies." 
There are mint marks at the ends of the cross, similar to 
those on the opposite side. Some of the specimens have a 
date on each side, which generally omits the thousandth 
and hundredth parts, so that "78" aRd "82" on the pieces 

l Philip IV., of Spain, reigned from 1621 to 1662, and was succeeded by 
his son Charles IL, who continued on the throne until 1700. 

2 The Spanish real varies in value from twelve and a half cents down to 
ten, according to the time of its coinage. 

3 Eckfeldt and Du Bois, 119. 

4 By the marriage of Ferdinand of Arragon to Isabella of Castile, in 
1469, the two kingdoms of Arragon and Castile were united, and afterwards 
called "The Spains." 
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preserved are meant for 1678, and 1682. The full date, 
1659, appears on another piece. 

One of the cob dollars differs in some particulars from 
those already described. It is so much worn and battered 
that the inscriptions are almost obliterated. Instead of 
pillars, the obverse has a shield enclosing the national arms. 
The letter G and M, surmounted by O, are the only ones 
which remain, the latter being the_ mint mark of Mexico, 
showing that-the coinage took place in that cityo 1 This 
coin is probably the oldest one in the collection. 

Among the Spanish coins were a few pi1lar dollars, which 
in size and execution resemble the cob money. The one 
secured by Dr. Stevens is of a hexagonal shape, and is much 
worn and clipped. The inscriptions upon the obverse are 
somewhat confused by having received two impressions from 
the same die. A double circle contains the legend" PHIL
IPPVS IIII. D-G," and within are the arms of Spain, en
closed in a shield. The value in reals is indicated . by the 
letters VIII. at the right. On the reverse is " HISP ANIA.
RVM ET INDIARVM REX," as on the cob dollars. The 
pillars of Hercules, each surmounted by a crown, with 
" PL VS VLTRA " below, occupy the center. At the right 
of the pillars is the date, 1657. The letters "ORM" at 
the left hand, and OR beneath, are mint-marks. 

Some Spanish half dollars, or pieces of four reals, were 
also found. These w:ere made in Spain, and are superior in 
form and manufacture to the coinage of the co_lonies. 2 They 
appear to have been impressed by means of machinery, al-

1 Eckfeldt and Du Bois, 119. 

2 The silver coins of Spain and Spanish America are obviously distin
guished : those of the Peninsula have on the reverse the national arms en
closed in a shield, while the coins of the colonies have the two pillars.-Eck
feldt and Du Bois, 119. 
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though the edges remain uneven. The obverse has a shield, 
like the pillar dollar. The surrounding legend is the same as 
that on the cob dollar of 1659. On the right of the shield 
is IIII., the number of reals, and the letter R, which is a 
mint-mark, occupies the other side. On the reverse is the 
date, 1640, and "HISP ..L~RVM REX." The omission 
of the remaining part of the' inscription which the other 
Spanisli coins contain denotes that this piece is not of Amer
ican coinage. A plain cross, quartering the national arms, 
fills the center. Between two of the arms of the cross the 
figures 300, enclosed in a parallelogram, are impressed in 
such a manner as to efface a part of the legend. 

There were several pieces of Portuguese money found. 
That preserved by Dr. Stevens is a twenty reis piece, and 
in size and shape resembles an old-fashioned pistareen. Its 
value by weight is twenty-two cents and a half. The in
scriptions and figures are quite simple. The obverse has a 
plain shield surmounted by a crown, with a cypher on each 
side to siinif y its value in reis. Around the edge is the 
legend "IOANNES-IIII D-G-REX-PORTVGALIB," that is, 
"John IV., by the Grace of God King of Portugal." On 
the reverse a double circle contains the motto "IN-HOC
SIGNO-VINCES," "By this sign thou shalt conquer." A 
plain cross with arms of equal length fills the center, with 
the letter P at each angle, which are probably mint-marks. 
There is no date, but from the name of the sovereign, which 
is impressed upon the obverse, it must have been coined be
tween 1630 and 1636. 1 

A few Belgic coins were found among the collectionJ -
all three-guilder pieces, and also several rix dollars of Hol
land. One of the latter bore a date anterior to that of the 
landing of the Pilgrims. That which Dr. Stevens selected 

1 John IV. was proclaimed king of Portugal in 1630, and died in 1636. 



THE CASTIN COINS. 19 

was struck in 1641, and is well preserved. In weight 
and size it resembles a modern Mexican dollar.. The ob
verse has the figure of a knight in armor, his left arm rest
ing upon a shield which encloses the figure of a lion rampant, 
the arms of the confederacy. Extending around is the le
gend "MO-ARG-PRO-OONFOE-BELG-GELD," for "Mo
neta argentea provincire confrerationis Belgicre," or trans
lated, "Silver mc;ney of Gelderland, a province of the 
Belgic confederacy/' 1 The figure of a lion rampant oc
cupies the reverse, with the motto " OONFIDENS-DNO
NON-MOVETVR," the contracted word being DOMINO, 
and the whole translated being "He that trusts in the Lord 
is not moved." 2 

The three-guilder piece is larger than the rix dollar. Its 
value ·in our currency is one dollar and seventeen cents. 
The figure on the obverse is that of a female leaning her 
left arm on a pedestal, that encloses a device that is too 
much defaced to be distinguished. Around is the legend 
"HANO TVEMVR, HAO NITIMVR," i. e., "This we 
support, on this we depend.~' The reverse has a shield, 
surmounted by a crown. Within the shield are the figures 
of two lions rampant. Over the crown is the date, 1682, 
and on the side of the shield "3 G," for Three Guilders. 
The surrounding legend is "MO-NO-ARGENT-ORDIN
WESTF," or" New common silver money of West Fries
land.'' 

1 "The coinage of the Netherlands displays something of the intricacy of 
its political history. Several series of coins were minted contemporaneous
ly, for many years previous to the Revolution. Each of the seven provinces 
had its own mint, but the variety in the coinage is not materially due to this 
fact, since, in niost cases, they conformed to a common standard, making on
ly a difference in the legend." -Eckfeldt and Du Bois, 91. 

2 Charles Folsom, Esq., late librarian of the Boston Athenreum, furnished 
me with the correct reading of this inscription. 
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It is a somewhat rema~kable circumstance, taking into 
consideration the extensive intercourse which the American 
colonies always maintained with England, that among so 
many and so various coins, but a single piece of the money 
of that nation was found in the collection. This was a 
shilling, of the reign of Charles I., and is one of the speci
mens belonging to Dr. Stevens. It has evidently seen some 
service, but is in a tolerably perfect condition. The obverse 
of this piece bears a profile head of the king, crowned- and 
facing the left, with the figure XII., denoting the value iu pence, 
behind the head. The surrounding inscription is "CAROL VS 
I.D-G-M.A.G-BRI-FR.A.-ET-HIB-REX," '' Carolus I., Dei Gra
tia Magnre Britannire, Francire, et Hibernire Rex," that is, 
"Charles I., by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland." Immediately over the profile is the 
mint-mark. a diamond enclosed in a circle. On the reverse 
are the royal arms quartered on a plain shield. Separated 
by a circle is the motto " CHRISTO .A. VSPICE REGNO," 
"I reign under the auspices of Christ." There is no date 
on either side. According to Snelling, 1 the mint-mark on 
this piece was first used June 15th, 1641, and as Charles I. 
was executed seven years afterwards, the coin must have 
been struck between 1641 and 1649. The reverse of all 
the money coined during the reign of Charles I., from the 
penny to the cro~, has the royal arms impr~ssed. 2 In the 
first issues they were enclosed in a square shield, quartered 
by a cross. The edges of this coin are slightly mutilated 
by the process of clipping, an evil which became of fearful 
magnitude in England after the restoration. Macauley says 
that till the reign of Charles II. the art of milling, or mann• 
facturing coin with a raised inscription around the edge, 

1 Snelling : View of Silver Coin and Coinage in England, 36. 

2 Kelly's Cambist. 
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was not employed, and that the English money was struck 
by a process many generations old. The metal was divided 
with shears, and afterwards shaped and stamped by the 
hammer. A disparity in weight and size was therefore 
common ; few pieces were exactly round, and there was no 
impression upon the edges. Clipping a half penny worth 
of silver from each shilling became a common and lucrative 
species of fraud, and the most rigorous laws were enacted 
for its prevention. The evil was remedied by calling in all 
the defaced money, and recoining it by the means of ma
chinery. 1 

Many conjectures and opinions have been raised to ac
count for the deposit of these coins in !he place where Capt. 
Grindle found them, but the most satisfactory conclusion 
which can be arrived at, is that they originally belonged to 
the Baron St. Castin. This is rendered probable from the 
location where they were discovered, from their age, and 
from the fact that a great proportion of them were of .French 
manufacture. Johnson's Narrows are exactly in the route 
which it is reasonable to suppose Castin would have taken 
to escape from the English when his residence was attacked 
by them. It bas been shown in another part of this article 
that the peninsula was repeatedly invaded during King Wil
liam's war, and the Baron obliged to fly to the woods for 
safety. Probably it was on the occasion of one of these 
invasions that the treasure was lost or concealed. On the 
approach of the enemy Castin placed his most valuable 
articles in canoes and retreated with them up the river to 
the Narrows, and from thence crossed over to Frenchman's 
Bay or to Mount Desert. In the haste of conveyance, the 
coins, enclosed in a covering which was not proof against 
the action of the elements, were either lost, or laid down 

1 Macauley's Hist. Eng. iv. 062, 563. 
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for some temporary purpose on the rock where they were 
found. 1 If it had been· intended to conceal them, the earth 
would have been removed and a more substantial envelope 
provided. As none of the coins bore date subsequent to 
1688, 2 it was probably between that year and the Peace of 
Ryswick, in 1698, that they were lost. The treasure there
fore remained undisturbed for nearly a century and a half, 3 

1 Mr. William Hutchins, who is the oldest inhabitant of Penobscot, stated 
in 1855, that when be was young, he knew a man named Conolley, who in
formed him that a great many years ago, he found near Johnson's Narrows, 
at tbe shore, a chest. or. box covered over with moss, as if it had.been exposed 
for a long time to the weather: Upon opening it, he found remains of goods. 

2 In 1852, there was picked up on the site of Castin's fort, a French half 
crown, of the same appearance as those discovered by Mr. Grindle. 

3 Penobscot is not the only place in the eastern part of Maine where hid
den money has been found. About fifteen years ago, in the town of Sullivan, 
at the head of Frenchman's Bay, a farmer in plowing a neck or land in 
front of where the '' Ocean House " now stands, turned out an old earthen 
pot containing nearly four hundred dollars worth of French crowns and half 
crowns, all bearing date about 1724. [Machias Union, July B, 1856.] The 
coin wore a bright appearance, but the pot crumbled in its contact with the 
plow. This money was sold to a silversmith in Boston, but before it all 
found its way into the crucible, William G. Stearns, Esq., of Harvard Col
lege, secured some specimens, which are preserved with his valuable collec
tion of coins. 


