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To THE PcHLic :-The reason ,rlly I lta\"t! ,vriLil'lt lili:-i ;1ccou11t 
of the efll'lv settlemellt of Jianeock, b rh:n I tbJti~tht it 1ni;!.·1lt be . . '., ' 
1ntcrc~ti11g to so1nc of the old p,~oph•, Lnd pt\:·t::u~ '. Oi\l!g· people 
also~ ~uH1 th,tt we, who are 110,,· living, in ·ow quiet cnjoymcut of 
the blessings of <..:ornfortablc homcs,mny look back and see from what 
htrn1l>le beginnings we have rcaehc<l to our present ii1llcpcnclcnce 
a::d re~pcctablc co11diU011 in life. l l1ctn.~ 01niticd mueh that ,-..;ou]d 
L<' intcrcsti11g, if ,rl'itten: rrnd ma>· liavr v;ritten thil1gE-, which 
1,c-rlw11~ J1~Hl ll(.'ticr b0 forgo11rn: hut r 1invc aimc<l to uc trntlnnl 
.I : l ( l :·a j l', 

T. F. 





EARLY SETTLERS. 
The first permanent settle1nent, in the vicinity of SkilliHg\= 

l1iivcr, (so called frc1n a river in Switzerland,) was 1na<le by 
Captain Agreen Crabtree, Philip and Shimuel Hodgkins. 

Capt. Crabtree built his cabin on a point of land, known 
as "Crabtree's Point," near the present farm of T'hornas Foss. 

Philip I-Iodgkins located on a point of land next south of 
"CraLtree's Point, kno·wn by the na1nc of "Ji,ish Pointt no-w 
o,vned and occupied by Capt. I. I-I. l?oss. 

''Pcttengilrs Point," the next in order, south of the above 
1ncntioned points, was settled by Shi1nuel Hodgkins. 

The father of the latter, settled near by, on land now owned 
and occupied by Capt. J eren1iah Wooster. These four f an1ilies 
were the first that can1e up Skilling's llivcr, in the year 17 (>4- o 

The object of these settlers did not see1n to be to take up n 
location for the purpose of fanning, but for the '' Pun1pkin 
Pine," ".rhich grC\v along the coast. These settlers rmne fr01n 

the \Vestern part of the District of J\Iaine. 
Crabtree can1e fro1n Portland, antl the I-Iodgkins' fro1n the 

I~ennebec Valley. 
By the assistance of Col. Jones, of "'\Vest Go-ul<lsboro, they

built a double sa,v mill, and a grishnill; their da1n extended 
fro1n Crabtree's Point to IIill's IslainJ, and fro1n this Island to 
Potter's Point, on the opposite ~i<le of a branch, or ann of 
:Skillings' ·River. 



'This Island, ,vhi,~h is situatc<l betwcca the twu above 1nen

tioncd projections, wns so nan1ed fro111 a Thon1as Hill, "'ho 

huilt a houEc and livc<l for a while at thjs pfocc. flcrc w:ts 

an excellent water po,vcr, being the san1c \rhich runs fron1 
Taunton Bay across the po~t road which leads fro1n Ellsworth 

to Sullivan : the crossing is fain]iarly kno,v:: as the · 'Carrying
])]acc." 

Tho1nas llill was n foundling. It is sai<l that he was picked 

11p by a l\Ir. Spring, a tanner, in the vicinity cf Boston. I-le 

·was n:unccl "I-I ill/' fron1 the circu111stance of his being found 

on a steep hillside. 1ilr. Hill ,vas a fine man_ l-Ie liveu on 
the i~land, before alluded to, and tended the 1nill. 

In the wiriter season, he and his wife used to n1ove, into the 
,voo<ls, where he cut logs for the next sun11ner's sawing. 

I-Iis eldest son, Dea. l\Iarshn1 1-lili, was born in a lorrn-in<r t:,::::; ;--i 

cmnp, opposite 1ny creek-field, on the north sitle. 
On the con1111cnceincnt of the l{cvolntionarv war, the I urn-., 

hering lm:3iness becan1c unrcn1uncrative, and l\Tr. l-Iill ·went 

to ""\V e~t Gouldsboro, and set up a tannery, also a public 

house. Ile held the office of '-Tusticc of the Peace,--,vas one 
of the twelve, who organized the Baptist Chnrch in Sullivan, 

.. A. l)., 1810. He was chosen Deacon; and, at the tirne of 
his death, ,vas one of the principal n1en in the to,vn ,vhere he 

residc<l. 

~fy father, "\Villia1n Foss, ,vas a shoe and hoot 1naker, and 
traded with illr. Ilill for his leather. niy grandfather, 1'ho1nat-: 

]foss, and his ,vife, ca1nc fron1 Saco, about the ti1ne ot the 

]:{,evolution. They built their cabin on Great Cranberry Isle, 
at a place known as "Bunker's I-Iarbor. 0 My father was 
bo~:n there in 1777. 1-Ie used to relate n1any re1niniscencc8 
of those ti1nes "which tried 1nen's souls," particularly the 

following. 
One day, s01nc British officers landed fro1n a war-ship, and 

1na<lc a desperate attack upon the hen-coop. Having taken 

all the Hinha bitants thereof" prisoners, they were denied the 



privilege of the e:1rtel, but nrnrehcd into the house, and there 

executed, without eyen the ghost of a trial, the officers 1he1n

selves being the executioners. The poor bi<l<lies "ere decap

itated oYer the bed-post; anLl, when the last of the lot, a 
rooster, was thus behea<lccl, 1ny father "expected,'~ as he has 

told rne, that "his turn would con1e n(•xt !'~ 
The history of the Foss farnily is s01nething like this :-A 

young 1nan can1c frorn Englantl, some fifty, or one hunclre<l 

years previous to the revolut1cmary war, ::incl landed in Boston. 

I le went to X cw Ilampshire, took up a fan 11, 1narricd, and 

·was blessed "'ith ten sons; 1ny grandfitther was one of these 

ten. Three of' the others settled in ~iainc. 

After peace was declared, n1y grandfather 1110·, c<l to Sals

bury\; Cove, ]~den ; l)ltt not being contented, he went to 

l~nst Sullivan, thence to that purt ot the smue town, which is 

now llancock. Tho fitnu where ho lived und <lied, is now 

owned by Capt. I. I-I. Foss. 

Capt. 1\.gr(;cn Crabtree lived on the place where he first 

::'.ettlcd, through the war. Ile was a staunch a<lhcrent of the 

"l\fother Country." I[c huilt a fort on his fann, and in front 

of it, to defend hi1nself against the rebels. Ile had guns 

1uonntecl on this fort. The old \Yalls 1nay still he seen. 

Dea. Geo. Crabtree, son of Agrcen Crabtree, was born 

in 1771. Dea. C., ,vas a, pl'o111incnt citizen of the town, 

and died at the advanced age of ~}1 years. I-le was deacon 

of the tin;t Baptist chnrch in I-lancock, and ·was a gootl nia,n. 

Ile ,Yas Dep ·c Collector of Custonrn, ±or a long tin1c, rccci \·ing 

his J-irst appointn1c11t f-i:0111 nleltiah ,Jonlan, antl a second one 

fro1n l~dwanls Jarvis, Esq. 

'l he town cf Sullivan ,vas surveyed by or<ler of the G cn

cral Court of l\Ia~sachusctts, in 180i;, anu the inluibitants 

had their lots of one hundred acres, by paying$., ,00 each. 

1-Iancoc-k was incorporated in 18~7, being n1ade out (If 
11; rts of ~lllli'l·an a11d Trenton~ ,nH1 :l portion of-Xn. K. 
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ln the year 17 G5, Oliver vV ooster and his fiunily, consi;;;t-
ing of his wife and a nu1nber of children, 1novcd fro1n N cw
buryport, and settled on a fann now owned by Isaiah an<l 
Leonard Wooster. Oliver ha<l a family of nine children, 
one of ·whon1 is still (in 1870) living in Ilancock, at the very 
advanced age of ninety-five. He is· still a sn1art n1an ; hi::, 

,vife also is living. ~he is two years younger, and, what is 
rernarkable,·_·was never in a ,vheel carriage in her life, and btlt 
two or three times in a sleigh ! This old gentlen1an's nmne is 
Somn1crs v"\' oo8ter. 

11any years ago, a young Irish ,,,eaver, namcJ Patrick 
Gookin, or, Googins, came from Ireland and settled in, ~·aco. 

It is related of hi1n, that having learned to ,veavc a certain 
kjncl of cloth, he ran a"\-vay from his n1astcr and indcr.tured 
hi1nself to anotl:er weaver, who manufactured a different sort 

of fabric. 
In Ireland, at that time, ·weavers were allo-wed, by an 

arbitrary English la,v, to make but one kind of cloth. But. 
• I.....) 

Patrick resolved to learn the whole thing. 
The first evening his new ma5ter gave hin1 oat-1neal por

ridge for his supper. Says the young apprentice, " l\1y por
ridge is hot, 1nastcr, how shall I cool it?" 

'' Blow jnto it, you young rascal !" replied his 1naster. 
Pat thought that ,vas no place for hi1n ; so he sought a ne,v 
n1astcr. I-laving obtained a ne,v situation he was invited to 
dinner. O,lt-1neal porridge was again the fare. ._ Says Pat ; 
'' 1\1 y porridge is hot, n1aster ; hovv shall I cool it?" 

~'Oh'{ ans"',Ycred his ne,v n1aster, "cru1nb in. a plenty of 
good bread, and stir it well. 

Y 011110· G-000-ins thouo·ht this ,vas the place for hi1n, and .::, ;:-, .::, 

here he rc1nainccl, just long enough to suit his convenience; 

then, taking French, or rat er, Irish leave, sought. out a ne,v 
1nastcr. In this n1anner, he learnetl to ,veavc several kinds of 

cloth before he '' ca1nc over." 
Ju 1,--135_; h}:-~ three son:::, Thornas, l{ogers, and ,Joseph, 

; ... 
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with ,Tan1cs, and Thon1as McFarland, also J a1ncs S1nith cmnc 

to t,killings' llivcr. This party ,vere the first white men -who 
swung their axes on ''l{illkcny Brow." 

Nearly all of this little party of hardy pioneers, settled in 

the vicinity of I(illkeny strean1. They built a ~aw 1nill near 
the head of tide water . 

. The l\1cFarlan<l's took the ,,,,., .. est side, nnd the Googins 

brothers the East side. l{ogcr Googins soon after re1noved to 
Trenton Point, then a deserted French and Indian scttle1nent. 

One Frazier, about this time, settled on the lot of land no,v 

owned and occupied by Capt. Ebenezer Clark. Frazier was 
a 1nulatto. his wife a squaw. A hill and adjacent n1eado,v in 
North Hancock, still bear his nan1e. Ile reinoved to Goulds

boro after the llevolutionary war, and took a clai111 on the 
''Binghain land." at Mosqueto Harbor. IIe came to his death 
fron1 over exel'tion, in attmnptiug to set adrift, son1e of his 
neighbor~s logs, one Sunday 111orning 

Potter's and Hyde's Points, also Partridge's Cove, still re

tain the names of the original settlers. 
Col. Jones of Gouldsboro, ·was another pro1ninent n1an, 

<luri_ng those times. He was quite ·wealthy. One of his three 
sons, Theodore, settled in Ellsworth, his fann ,vas where the 
1nain part of the city no,v is. 

The early settlers of I-Iancock had to undergo all the trials 

and har<lships incident to a pioneer life. It required a vast 
n1nouut of toil to clear off the pri1neval forests, ,vhich for 
untold. centuries had been the haunt of ,vild beasts, anJ the no 
1€ss wild red rnau. Like falling towers, the huge pu1npkin 

pines, ca1ne "thun<ler.ing headlong" to the ground, before the 
.ax of those sturdy yeon1en. 

"All day long the steady strokes resound, 
Then roaring-, headlong crash in thunder, down." 

John Googins informed 111e that he cut do,vn a pine tree. 
from ,vhich he chopped four rnill logs, each twenty feet in 
length, between the stu1np antl the lo,ver li111bs ; and such 



t rec:, "·ere not nnrornrnon :1 long the sh01·0s of Skillings' 

Tiivcr. 
In 17(i(;, l{cuhcn, J\lo_scs, and Peter Abbott, with their 

father and n1othcr ca1ne fro1n NuYa Scotia, "where they re-

1noved fron1 Berwick. ~['hey eaine up on~r the Fall~, an<l took 

np, each, a lot of land. Apple trees, which they set out oycr 

1..00 years ago, are still starnJing. 

"\Ve will now go a little out of our track, a1l<l 11wntiu11 flte 
n:1n1cs of a fe,v of the fin,t settler~ of ,diat is now Frauklin. 

nioscs Butler, 1nore fiuniliarly known as Grandfather But

ler, with his son Moses, and a l\1r. "\i\,.. entworth, ca111c frmu Ber •. 

wick, in the district of l\Iainc, about the year. 17G4. Mr, 
13"utlcr settled on a point of lan<l, now ca1lcd Butler's Point~ 

,vhich extend::; into the waters of Taunton 11ay. This point 

was another dcsertetl French and Indian settle111cnt. 

The party, of ,vhich l\Ir. l~utler ,vas one, Leing / one day, 

soon after their arrival, in pursuit of s01nc stray eattlc, acci-. 
dently cmnc to this beautiful clearing, which they found set out 

·with apple and other frnit trees. 

Ile, ·with a few others, built a s:tw 111ill on the stremn;whero 
Saulsbery's (no,v Crahtrec's) 1njl1 stanch. iTr. Butler~s son, 

X athaniel, ,vas the first ,v hitc nude child born between Baga-

ducc ( no,v Castine) and l\1achias. I will not vouch for· this 

stateinent ; I had it fron.1 ~11~. Butler hin1self. .Aftcl' heco1n .... 

i.ng of age, he settled in ,vims is no,v the town of A.lll'Ora, 

Ilerc he lived, reared a fiunily, and died at a good old age. 

~Ir. Butler ( the old gentle1nan) livetl on the Point, ,vith 

his you:1gest son George, until 1817, when he died, aged 8G 

years. 

A.bout this ti1ne J. Bragdon and l\Ir. IIan1ison built a sa,v 
n1ill and gristinill on 1\-n1nton strean1 ; and a illr. I-looper and 

a l\1r. Springer built n saw 1nill and settled at the head of the 

hay, nt a pla~e called IIog Bay. 
1,he na1ne, I-log Bay, it is s1id, was given to the settle1nent 

by l\Ir~ Joseph Bragdon, who ha(l settled on a point of lm1d 
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in Sulliran. Arriring, 0110 tlay at ::\Ir. lloop<:r';,5 house, tircdl 

arnl hungry, he failed to get any thing to eat, in consequence,. 

lie 11a1nc(l ~1r. II. ct ho.r;, and l1is ~cttlerncnt flog ]Jay. This 

i~ not a Ycry prohaLlc siury, aH ~11·. IIooper was a very liberal 
utan. 1\. 111orc likely ycrsion is tl1is :--soon after tl1c arri\·aL 

of ~Ir. Butler and the 1'annton settler~, some hogs, ,belong

ing to one of the parties, strayed away, mal were found at 

thi~ place. . 
The 1nill last 111cntioncd, had sereral owners Lc:,;;ides the two 

already _ .spoken oi- Hr ... \..braham l)onncl, a note<l n100:-;c 

ln111ter, ~'1r. E. Dyer, and sonic others. 

8tcphen Clark located in No. 8. and Benjuinen Clark on 
.No. ~i. These 1nen can1e before the l{e\·olntionary ,var, for

the purpose of trapping beaver, an<l hunting in general. 
\Ve no,v return fro1n this digression, to our starting point 

in Hancock. 
The .A.hbott brothers, had each, 100 acres of land sur.vcvcd ., 

to thcrn Ly rT. Peters, E:sq., of Bluebill. 

~fhesc lots, and n1any others in Sulliyan, were surveyed, as 

"·e have Lofore stated, liy order of the General Conrt of 
nilassachusctts, in the year 180;>. 1\..t the close of the I{ev.o:

lution, our Govcrn1nent recognized and allowed son1e of the 

-old 11:nglish and French grants, or clu11ns on condition that 

1 UO acres of land Le surveyed to each actual settler who located 
on the clain1 1,efore the expiration of a certain <late. In s01ne 

cases, there ,Yerc other conditions ; ouc of which ·was, the-

1naking of new roads. 
Thus, the roa<.l leading fr01n Franklin to Cherryfield, was· 

111adc Ly l\:Ir. lllack of I~llsworth, agent for the Bingha111 
grant. 'T'he occupants of those lots had to pay $5.00 for the 
survey and plan. 

Skillings' Neck, fro1n the Carrying Place, is about five, 
1niles in length ; and it is fro111 one to two 1niles wide. The 

original lots ·1,rere nearly all taken up before the !-{evolution ;. 

fo1· this reason, it has been c:xtre1nely difficult to arrive at the

.exact date of all the scttl(~rnents ; but, after a laborious inyesti--



gation, cxten(ling OYCr a series of years, I can, I tl1ink, lay 
before 1ny readers a Ycry correct staten~cnt. 

Beginning at the Carrying Place. I Yrill name the lot:S around 
the N eek in the order of theil· location, or ncar]y so. 

1st : --100 acres survcyc<l to Henbcn .Abbott ; west line, 
at the Car.-yiug Place. 

2nd :-His Father, 100 acres. 
3<l :-1\1oscs 1\bbott, 100 acres 
4th :-Peter .Abbott, 100 a Tes. 
1.,he post rou<l frorn I~llsworth to Sullivan crosses thege four 

lots. 

5th :-R.ichar<l Clark.-~fr. Clark deserted fro1n an English 

1\1an of War in Long Islancl 00lV:d, swam. ashore, joined the 

rebel arn1y under \Vashington, and fought for liberty until the 
end of the war. 

6th :-Henry Grant, 100 ncrcs. 
7th :-John Gadco1nb, 100 acres. I-le ca1ne fron1 1\,fartha'.-3 

Vineyard, !IIassachusetts, as book keeper for Col. Jones, of 
West Goul<lsboro.' 

8th :-'rhon1as ?vioon, 100 acres. Ile an_µ his wife ca1ne 
fron1 England. Ile took sides with the rebels. He was a 
man of so1nc education ;·_was a mernbcr of the Church of l~ng
land, also :1 frec-nu1son. 

I-Ic taught Navigation to nearly all the ship-masters who 

then sailed from Sullivan an<l vicinity. Ile in1partcu the sci

ence to Capt. Tho1nas Gordon, who taught it to inc. Ile was 
facetiously sty led. "I{ing ~1oon." 

9th :-Joseph :Ofoon, 100 acres. He was~the oldest son of 
Thon1as l\rioon, and he lived on his fann until he attained the 
ndvancecl age of ninety years, when he died. 

10th :-Tho1nas Bennet, 100 acres. He ca1ne fro1n Ireland; 
1narried a daughter of "l{ing l\.foon." I-Iis son, Tho1nas Ben

net Ii ves on the old ho1ncstead. 
11th :-This lot of lantl ,v~.s set oft to Bowdoin College. 

It is no,v occupied by Daniel GranL 



12th :-ChriRtophcr :i\Jocm, 100 acres. 
13th :-l\:Iorgan ,Jones, 100 acres. This is no,v occupied by 

Naluun Jellison. The father of the latter, 1narried Jone's 
dauQ"hter. 

'-' 

14th :--Charles Coats 100 acrP-3. Ile was :in Englishman 

by birth, and 1narric<l a daughter of l{ogcrs (Joogins, of Tren

ton Point, and reared a fmnily of three sons and sc,·en daugh

ters. Charles and Thornas, the two sons now living, occupy 
this Jot. The daughters 1narrieu the fo1lowing-gentlcn1en; viz: 
Charles Otterson, N nthaniel Butler, Still1nan Butler, Truphant 
But.let, vVillia1n l\IcFarlan<1, nI cans ·11 cFarlantl, tJ ohn l\filli

kcn. 
'fhosc who 1narricc1 the four last nained, arc still Iivin'2· in .... 

North I-Ian cock. 

The 14th lot takes us to the encl of Crabtrce's Neck, so 

calle<l. 

15th :-George Crabtree, 100 acres. Thi:i lot is situated at 

the extre1ne south point of the N eek, and is now owned and 

occupied by l~phrai1n Crabtree, son of George Crahtree, hntl 

gtandson of Capt. Agreen Crabtree. 
16th .-Capt. Agreen Crabtree, 100 acres. 
17th :-Capt. 1Villiam Crnbtrce, 100 acres. After the ·wnr, 

Cnpt Agreen Crabtree, finding his 1nill in a ruined condition, 

and being <lissatisficcl with his location at Crabtree's Point., sold 

his clai1n to Stephen Clark, and re1novc<l to the end of Skill

ing's N eek, now called Crabtree's N eek. 

The two Hodgkins' also disposed of their clain1s, and rc-

111oycd to the 1V est side of the river, opp ositc to the end of 
the Neck. 

18th :-Joseph Lancaster, 100 acres. He came frtn11 Portu

gal; n1arricd an American girl, an<.1 reared a fa1nily of five 
sons and five daughters. 

19th :-Capt. Cook, 100 acres. Ile was lost at sea. 

20th :-lVIr. Young 100 acre~. IIc die<l whPn. his son 



10 

'\\'illian1 was al>out twclre years old. ()f a large family of 
children. but two now survirc. 

21st :-Sainucl Ball, 100 acres. IIc was drowr1ed in Frcnch
.1nan's l~ay, by the upsetting of his boat. I-lis son, Cnpt i\f cltiah 

]3alL still ]ires on the lot. 

2 2.1..d :-l\Tr Peck, 100 acres. Ile was tron1 Boston; huil t 
n 8tore on Peck's Poin.t, The Narrows at the entrance of 

Skilling's l{ivcr, are:callcd "1->cck's Narrows.'' 
2ad :-Olivc:i,• "\Voostcr, 100 acres. This lot is no,v o"·nc<l 

ancl occupied by He,·. lL ~r. ,,ratson. 

24th:-l)avid vVoostcr, son of Oliver, 100 acres. 'This lot 

is o,rncll and occupiclt by J. B. vVoostcr and Capt. 11. Crab

tree. 
25th :-This lot ·was settled in 17G5, by Oliver \Voo~tcr, 

,vho, ,vith his wife and fan1ily, cmne fi·om Jfussachusctts. 

'fhe present occupants arc Cnpts Isaiah and I""eonard ,V oos
tcr, l{iclnnoncl \V oqstcr arnl Capt. IIenry Grarit. 

:!Gth :-,Vin. \Voostcr, son of {)liver, 100 acres. "\Vin. 
"\Voostcr also lLd the I-Iodgkins clai1n surveyed to hi111; thus 

taking up two of these 100 acre lots. These lots a!'C nO"w occu
pied by 0. "\V. Young, Capt ,J. ·yv ooster, and others. 

27th :-Edward Pettengill, 100 acres. I-le can1e fro111 l{en
ncbcc, when ~-., young n1a11, antl b<~nght the clai1n of Shi1nuel 

l-Iod()'kins. Thomas :F'oss bought Philip J-Ioclgkins clai1n for u ~ ~ 

100 dollars. 

28th :-T'hon1as Foss, 1ny grandfather, 100 acres, 
:2Dth :-Stephen Clar:~ 100 acres. 'l'his is the place 110\v 

owned arnl occupied by Tho111as Foss. 
;10th :-This lot ·was rnn out to the heir::; of Stephen l\1 cr

chant. It)t; now o,Yncd and occupic<l Gy Capt. Calrin Berry 
and ,T oseph Crabtree. 'fhis brings us back to our starting 

point, at the Carrying Place. 

T'hc fann nt the cast c1ul of l[illkcny bridge, ns \Ye ha Ye else

where 8tntcd, ·was taken HI_) by Thu1na:3 Googins : bnt, aftl\r 

tlic "·:u·. bceu111ing di . .;;:--ati.::tie<l ·with hi:~ dain1, lu.' tonk up the 
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fann DO\Y occupied by Isaiah Googins. Tl1is lot ,vas, lik<; 

the others surveyed to him by J. Peters Esq., in the year 

1803. 
l\1r. Googins died in 1808, his wido,v several years after. 

They had a fmnily of three sons and three daughters, one cf 

whom ·was n1y 111other. 
The next lot on the north west, was surveyed to J ohr1 

Springer, who, with his father ca1nc fron1 Kennebec. I-Ir 

111arried a daughter of Rog-crs Googins, and had a fan1ily of 
seven sons and five daughters. 1\vo of the former, Roge/:.~ 

and Lewis, who reside on the ho111cstcad, and two of the hu.
ter are all that arc now living. 

Mr. Springer was one of the twelve persons ·who 1net at hi:; 

house, in 1810, and organized the First Baptist church ir. 
Sullivan. lVly 1nothcr ,vas one of those twelve rnembers. 

Tho1nas I-lill ,vas chosen 1st deacon and Jacob Springer, 
,vho settled on the cast side of Taunton Bay, ,vas chosen for 
the other. 

Som1ncrs ·vv oostcr and wife, now living, were of this nun: 

1Jcr. The rcniaining six were I~liphalet Pettengill and wifr 

Peter Butler Sr., and wife, ;doses Butler and nlary hi:
daughtcr. ~301110 others however, were baptized previous t·· 

this tin1c, by a blind preacher nan1ed Ring. 

1-{ev. Daniel 1vr~i1astcr was soon after ordained for th,· 
111inistry. The ordjnation took place in Capt. P;tul Sirnpson',: 

barn, on the east side of Taunton Bay. A great revival fol
lowed under thes preaching of l\fr. l\L, and the llev. l\1L 
Cushn1an. 

The 1st and 2d Baptist churches in I-Iancock, and th-' 
Baptist church in Franklin ,vere oflshoots of this Sulliv~t,· 
church. 

"'\\Tc have already noticed the scttle111ent of the south ,ve'.< 

side of the river by the IIodgkins brothers. 

Thc.:3c n1cn reared large fmnjlies, and the n1ale 1ne1nbcrs d 
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these fa.n1ilies in turn, left a nun1erous progeny, until that side 
of the river is known by the name of the '' Hodgkin's side." 

We have also mentioned the advent of the Googin.s fan1il y, 
and the location of Rogers Googins on Trenton Point. This 
gentleman left two sons, and several daughters, ,vho married 
and reared large families. The old gentle1nan lived with his 
eons until he died at the age of ninety-one years. 

The two sons had large families, nenrly all girls, a large 
proportion of whom married in the vicinity o'l the Jordan'! 
River settlement. 

Benjamin or "Uncle Ben," as he ,vas called, used to re
mark, that he undertook to supply the young men of the Jor
dan~s river settlement with wives, but in this, n,s in everything 
else, his brother l{ogers was bound to meddle, and go halves 
,vith hi1n ! 

A small colony of :French, who fled before the storm of the 
French Revolution, made a transient settlement on Trenton 
Point; a fe,v however, took up permanent residences. 

There were some who were wealthy and took large tracts of 
land. _i\mong these latter, were La1noine, who took the laud 
,vest of ICillkenny stream and Skillings river, also Laroach 
and Murry, ,vho owned tracts of land. There was the wife 
of a French nobleman, who ·was gui1lotined by order of 
Robespierre. She afterwards left Trenton and ,vent to 
De1nerara and married the Governor of that place. 

In her company carne }.!fr. Delaittre and :iYir. Desisles. The 
latter married another daughter of l{ogcrs Googins ; had two 
sons, Ftancis and 1Villia1n, both of ,vho1n now reside on the 
Point, also several daughters. I-le ,vent back to Franr,e and 
never returned. 

It is not my purpose-, in these fe,v pages to enter into a de
tailed account of the first 1::1Gttle1nent of Trenton. Such an un
dertaking ·would s,vell my little book far beyond its intended 
li1nits. There is interesting matter connect~d with the pioneer 
settlcn1cnts on Skillings' river, sufficient to fi]l a large volume, 
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but I will leave the task of ,vriting such a book to other 
hands, and will only add a few pages of Reminiscences and 
Anecdote8 of old Tinies and Old Folks. 

During the American Revolution~ there were two parties in 
all the thirteen Colonies, the Whig or Rebel, ·who were for 
freedom and independence, and the Tory party, or adherents 
of the l{ing. These parties hated each other to the death. 
Whenever they rnet, it was war to the knife. 

"\Ve, at this age, look back upon these tories with a feeling 
of abhorance and detestation, but what was their crime in obey
ing their lawful l{ing, as they regarded him,:3 .. compared ·with 
that of giving aid and comfort by ,vord or act, to the infatuat
ed leaders of the Great Southern Rebellion, who ,vere striving 
to destroy the best Governme11t in the world, and to found up
on its ruins, a Govern1nent, the corner stone of ,vhich ,vas to 
be IIunutn Bondage? Soon after the coast of Maine, fro1n 
Eastport to Bagaduce, fell into the hands of the English, a 
party of tories, com1nanded by an English Officer, left the 
latter place on a foraging expedition. Learning, by s01ne 
1neans, that the Abbots in Sullivan, kept a large stock of cat
tle, they took one Joseph Milliken for pilot, ·and made a raid 

upon the poor dumb brutes ! Peter and l\ilo1'eS being absent, 
they took the cattle ·without much opposition, and made off, 
taking the other brother Reuben along ·with them to help in 
driving. 

Nly 1nother, then a young girl, living at her father's, on the 
east side of I(illkeny stream, sa\.v the men con1ing, and, ,vith 
the other children instantly retreated to the hay loft and drew 
the ladder up after them. Here, fro1n ·what they regarded a 
secure position, they reconnoitered the ene1ny through a slide. 
My grand1nother, however, was not thus intimidated. She 
gave Milliken, not ~nly a ''piece other mind." but her whole 
mind, which made the coward sneak off like a whipped puppy. 
Said she, 'You scoundrel! we have given you 1nany a good 



n1eal, and many a time befriended you; and now you con1c to 
urive off our cattle !' 

The consternation of Peter and Moses, on returning hon1e,. 
to find their cattle gone and their brother l{euben a prisoner, 
~an be imagined. Seizing his fowling piece, .and calling for 
Peter to ~con1e on,' !'.loses clashed hi-3 old hat to· the g1·ou1H.l, 
exclaiming, 'I'll have a better hat than that before I co1nc 
back!~ 

There ·were no roads through the dense foreStR, in those 
days; spotted trees being the usual guide fron1 place to place; 
but these adventurous men found no difficulty in follo·wing the 
broad trail rnade by the cattle. They ca1ne ·within hearing of 
the enc1ny a little ,Vest of ICillkeny strearn, ·when l\Ioscs, in a 
stentorian voice vociferatc<l.; 

''There the rascals arc ! A .. dvance Rear Guard ! By the 
right flank ! Quick n1en ! Cross the stremn ! :Flank the1n !. 
Surround the1n ! Don't let a single devil ot the1n escape ! 
Shoot then1 ! Scalp thein ! Death to the tories ! Co111e on boys 
I-Iurra !' And the captive J-{euben exclain1ed, that the whole of 

Skillings' N eek was on their track ! 
The officer jun1ped upon a fallen ·tree, in order to gain a 

better view, but he caine near paying dear for his ten1erity·; 
for, the no,v infuriated Abbott sa,v hi1n, leveled his piece, and 
blazed a,vay ! The Englishman fell-not ,voundecl, hut so 
thoroughly frightened, that he took to his Iicels ancl ran ~nvay 
bareheaded, like 1nad, his men following! 

So, the 1\..bbotts recovered their cattle, and lvfoses, regard

ing the hat, as 'contraband of vrar ,' confiscated it to his o,vn use. 
Since the '' Salc1n vVitchcraft" nothing of a local nature has; 

created such a furor of excite1nent, in this vicinity, as the, so 
called, eBlaisdell Spirit' affair, ,vhich occurred in Sullivan, A. 
D. 1800. The li1nits of 1ny book forbid anything 1nore than a 
cursory 1nention ; but the curious are referred to a book con
taining thefull account, published about that tirne, by the Rev .. 

1fr. Cu111111ins, a learned n1inister of the gospel. 
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Dr. Cotton Mather believed that the Evil One was at ,vork 

in SaJen1, and vindicated the burning of the ·witches; so Mr .. 
Cu1nmins, ·with all his great learning, ,vas a firm believer in 
the ·spirit,' and ,vrote his book to convince unbelievers. A 
reprint of this book has recently been 1nade by the spiritual
ists of Portland 11e. 

'I he ,vholc thing 'in a nutshell,' ,vas so1nething like this:
A young 111an loses his ,vife by death; being rather good look-
ing, a certain spinster resolves to 'catch him alive' for a hus
band. I-Ier love not being reciprocated, she visits the celebra
ted .ntfoll Pitcher, in Boston, returns, and, ,vith the aid of some 
confederates, com1nences operc\tions. 1\nd no,v con1es in the 
"·ondcrful part. The affair assurncd a phase which astonished 
an<l terrified even the original projectors of the scheme. 

1\'.faking due allo~wancc for the ignorance, superstition, and 
easy credulity of a large class of the population in those days, 
n1~tny things, it 1nust be ad1nitte<l, then transpired, which can
not be explained, if they are independent of de111oniac agency .. 
"\Vith one anecdote, of the hundreds ·which n1ight be told, we 

·will drop this subject. 
~1r. John Uran ,vas a 1nan always ready for a joke. One 

day, 1.vhile at ,vork getting hay on the ·west side ot Sullivan 
Falls, he ,vas told that the 'spirit' ,vas to appear that night at 
l\ir. Blaisdell's, on the opposite side. Hurrying through his 
·work he recrossed before night, ,vent ho1ne. told his ,vife, 
( an unbeliever) ,vherc he ,vus going and requested an early 
supper. But, 'no' said she, 'not a 1nouthful ofsupp8r shall 
you ha Ye, in this house, it you are going up there F So off John 

,vent, tired and hungry as he ,vas . 
..Arrived at J\!Ir. B's he found a cro-wded hou£e; for the ex

cite1i1ent through the con1111unity ·was then at a ±ever pitch. 
Elbo,vino· his wav throu()'h the cro,vd, he ~ot near as he could 

.:::, ., b '-' 

to 11r. B .. and heard hin1 say 'she knocks; speak to her.' 
This ,vas addressed to his daughter, the spi11.ster, to who1n ·we 

have before alluded. 
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,John listened and thought he could irnitatc the raps, so slip
ping out unobserved, he fixed a shingle into his boso1n, and by 
rapping upon this with his knuckles, he found to his delight, 
that he could produce a good imitation of the hollo"v knock
ing sound, "'hich proceeded from the cellar. 

Creeping through an outside window, he curled himself 
down in the darkness, and rapped upon his shingle. 

"8he knocks," s&i<l 1.1r. B. "speak to her.,:• But the "me

dium" was not deceived. "}father," said she, ''that is not the 
spirit, some one 1nust be in the cellar. H 

80, lights ,vere procured, the cellar searched, the "unbe
lievieg infidel" fished out, and all went ''merry as a marriage 
bell;" but John soon found n1eans to return to his forin.er po
sition, and again attempted to deceive them, when the mcdiu1n 

declared that the spirit had left, and ·would not return until the 
intruder should be expelled. A Mrs. Gordon begged John 
to go up to her house, where he ·would find a plenty of good 
things to eat, and a nice hed. This ·was too gooJ an offer to 
be declined ; so he left, but the spirit of the departed lady did 
not appear again that night. 

I spoke of the superstition"•and ignorance of a portion of 
the com1uunity in those olden times. 

Many finnilies believed in witches and fairies ; and several 
old~ women ,vere said to be witches. One old lady, ·who lived 

not far from my residence, used to show a little ·white stone, 
which she said was dropped into her pail, while she \Ya~ 1nilk

ing her cow, by one of the fairies . This old lady used to be 
much annoyed by the mischevious prank3 of a fairy, who had 
his residence in a large beer jug, which stood in the pantry. 

The old lady resolved to exorcise this spirit by the boiling 
process, so heating the brick oven, she placed the jug, corked 
tight, ·with about a pint of water in it, on the hot bricks, and 
sat down before it to watch the exit of her £'liry. 

Soon the expansive force of the steam · ble,v out the cork 

,vith a loud report, hitting her fair between the eyes. It set 
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her turning sumn1ersau1ts over the floor in n vci-y original 

manner. 
Said the old lady, '1'111 glad to get rid of the fairy; but 

·the little cuss needn't be so spiteful." 
One man who lived not :far fro1n the Carrying Place, was 

one day conversing ,vith Mr. Rogers Springer upon religious 
nuitters, and asked hiin if he had ever seen ~Ir. Okest la.rge 
bible. ltecciving a negative ans,ver, "it is'~ said he, "the 
queerest book you ever saw. There is a picture in the fror t 
part, ·where they arc pitchpoling the Apostles out of 
I-leaven." 

"Oh, no," replie<l 1'1r. S. '' it is the overthrow of the apos

tate angels. " 
")Yell," said the other, who, by the ,vuy, could not read, 

'' I thought they told rnc it was the apostles." 
The same man ,vas one day invited to a dinner by a gen

tle1nan in. Ellsworth, with whorn he had some business. The 

lady of the house observed that he threw his coffee grounds 
and potato peelings upon the floor. as he ,vas in the habit of 
doinJ at hon1e, and very politely retninde<l hi111 that he need 
not be to that trouble. ''No trouble at all marrn ; no trouble 
at all !" answered the obliging visitor, throwing an extra po
tato peeling over his shoulder. 

vV c have adverted to the hardships endured by the pioneer 
Eettlcrs ; yet they reared healthy and hardy fmnilies ; a great 
contrast with the present generation. Of the n1c1nbers con1-

po:3ing the ten fan1ilics we have nmned, five arc still living. 
'fhcy arc, Sununcrs vVooster, son of Oliver, aged D5 years; 
"\Villian1 nfcFarland, son of Tho1nns l\1cFarland, aged 81 ; 

Thonuts I-Iill, of ,vest Gouldsboro, agc(_l 90 : Capt. _ Barnard 
I-Iill, aged nearly 80, and Rufus llill, a few years younger .. 
The last three arc sons of Dea. I-Iill, who had eight sons and 
three dauo-hters. u 

'l'he cn1bargo placed upon An1erican co1nn1crcc, at the be-
,ginnjn_g of the la~t ,var with England, caused niuch ~dfforing 
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throngh this con1n111nity. It scc1nctl as if nature, as well as 
man, hnd conspired to destroy this settlcn1cnt with starvation; 
Jor during these ti1n1:s, there ,vcre a nun1hcr of cold, unpro
<luctive seasons; and the crops ,verc cut off. One year, it 
"'a:3 so cold in June, that vast n1nnbers of little birds perished. 
of any persons lived on clmns and fish; in s01ne instances po
tatoes ,vere dug up, in the Spring after being planted. Mr. 
John Springer having a lan1e boy, the physician ordered a 
})oultice, 111a<le of ·wheat flour to be applied. l\1r. S. not hav
ing any flour, "vent through ·what fa now North I-Iancock, and 
the whole of East Trenton, including Trenton Point, calling 
at every house in search of son1e ; but there ·was none to be 
found, except at one house, ,vhere about a pint had been rc
scryctl, Ly the young ladies for starching purposes. 

"'\Vhen the coast, fro1n Castine to Eastport,fell into the hands 
of the British, the inhabitants ·were parolled as prisoners of 
,Ynr. S01ne took the c ath of allegiance to the king, and 

,verc pennittcd to trade. It was, however '•'Good Lor<l and 
good <leYil" ,vith thc1p; for~·whcn they found an opportunity 

to sn1ugglc British goods, or assist in capturjng a British 

cruiser, they did not fail to i1i1prove it. 

Mr. John Googin~, of what is no,v North IIancock, and 
J\Ir ... ..i\ .. bner L cc, of the sa1ne place, d!·ove an ox tea1n to l~os
ton m1tl back, ,vith provisions and dry gootls. 

There ·was no road at that tiino, fro1n Bann-or to Elfa·vv-orth; 
t":' . 

so they ,vent nnd can1e Ly ·way of Bucksport and Bluehill . 
.. A.t the latter place, their goods ,vere taken fi.·0111 the1n by 
the crc,v of a British cruiser. A Captain IIill, hoYvevcr, 
,vho had a pennit to trade, followed and overhauled the 
cruiser near Bar IIarbor. I-Io claimed the goods , ,vhich 
"~ere at once giYen up. 

N o,v , a wor<l or two concerning those tws> 1ncn , Deacon 
Googins and l\Ir. Lee. The Deacon ,vas a 111an 1nucl~ rc
.~pccted in the conunnnity , but :-t little cccent_rie in s01ne things, 
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n-fr, I~ec, very 111ueh so. The Deacon was so111cwhat note<l as 
a n1illwright: he used to say, that any body could builtl a 1nill, 
if he had '' irnpudence" cno ugh ; and if any of his 111cn failed 
to n1ake a fair tenon on the end of a stick of tirnLcr, the Deacon 

,vould lay on his square and say; "It teeters, it does," He 
never failed to remind his brethren not to be '' ·nigifo nt" of 
duty, an<l sinners of the "sitival·ion" they ,vere in. On one 
oceasion, a nephe,v, then a young student of 111eclicine, ,vas 

explaining to the old gentlc1nan the theory of vi;jion, and the 
rnechanis1n of the human eye. 

To 1nake the 1natter clear, sai<l he; _"You do not really sec 

the thing itself :-only the reflected shadow." 
''Then," retorted the Deacon. 'when I look at you, I don't 

see a 1nan, I don't : only the sliadoin of a 1nan !" 
Of ~fr. Lee, a large vohune of his pithy sayings, stories, and 

jokes could be recorded. He was exceedingly bitter again~t 
the n1cdical profession, and never fa,ilcd to crack a joke upon a 
doctol', when the opportunity ·presented itself~ 

One <lay, rushing into a doctor's office iu Ellsworth, he ex
claimed; "Be quick, doctor !-a bad case in llancock r' 

Jun1ping up, and seizing hin saddle-bags, the doctor hastily 
jnquired what the n1atter was. 

"Why, ahem," ans-wercd the old joker, "nly oll1 roosler
nice bird, but he's got into a habit of walking up sideways to 
the hens, sticking out his leg, and drooping his wing !-his 
case must be attended to bJT so111e ot you doctors inunecliatcly !' 
The doctor collapsed. 

If he happened to hcai- any person relate, what he believed 
to be an exaggerated statei~1cnt of facts, he was always ready 

with a rejoinder by way of reproof. 
.. A.fter listening patiently to a marvelous account ot a gun

ning exploit, by a certaii1 John S1nith, of N e,v York, ·who was 

a great braggadocio, ~r. Lee related one of his own gunning 

adventures ; in substance, as follows : 
"In Connecticut, where I spent 111y younger Llays, the wild 



turkey v·ni.s vcr.'-r -raluahl'c~. ()ne day, as I "iva.s al1out to fire ~h 

one of these birds, ,vhich sat perched jn the top of.' a tall tree, l 

cast 1ny eye to the ground, and, near the roots of the tree, 1:ra v1 
a, large fi)x. 

I ,va8 in a <p1andary: if I firc<l i1t the turkey, I should lose 
the fox; arn.1 if I shot the fox, the turkey ,v,)1dd be sure to f-ly. 
11ut recollecting that I Iuul two halls in n1y guu, I blazed away 
at the turkey, an<l at the sa1nc 1non1cnt <Jepressc<l the 111 nzzle 
of 1ny piec:e, so that the second ball killctl the fr,x ! ~, 

HThat's a ]ie, J\Tr. _Leer~ exdaiu1<:.;d the astonishe<l :-,111ith. 
-'Saine kind of'truth wc\·e been listening lo aH the crcning,n 

was the reply .. 

The 1ncn nntl i_1oyt; uf il 1is l >yb·ouc generation were u1uch 
addicted to r>raclieal 1· okin °·. If a tithe of the~e J. okes \Ycre ' . u 
L',ollcctcLl and published, they woultl 1nakc an intcrG~ting 

book. 
rrwo lllell, ,rho lin~1l i11 lhe vicinityofJ\.illkcny, WCl'C out in 

Frcnc1unau\; _Bay, fi:-diing. .Nu. 1, thinking that Xo. 2, 
drcs::::ed rather tuu finely for an a1nateuL' fishennan, rcsol vcd to 

;;i vo hi1n a hint uC the faet hy 1naking hin1 the victiu1 of a practi

eal juke. ILtYing taken jn a goo(l sizctl halibut, he pretended 
ti w,t the Hou 11t1crinp; eapti vc ·would ju1np over hoard into its own 

nalive clcn1cnt. .In gTeat appare11t cxcite1nent, he cal1cl1 upon 

No. 2, ior hc1p. "(i[uick, <p1ick ! IIc'U be overboard!" No. 

:!, ·without stopping to think of his linen, or his nice vest, threYv 
his anns around the ~truggling fi.sh and helcl it down by n1ain 
t:lrcngth ! IInppcning to glnnec towards No. 1, m1d seeing 
hi1n ahnost convulsed ffith laughter, he directed hj.s second 

glaucc towardt,; his own sa.c.lly soiled ganncnts, a 1viscr if not a 
better uinn. 

These sa111c n1cn were, soon after, hauling Jogs, ,vith oxen 

and chain. .N-o. 1, by accident, dre\v the chain through s01ne 

filth. Not ,vishing to soil his _own hands, he resolved that No. 

2, should; as he ·was responsible for the filth. So placing a 

handspike under the end of a large Jog, ,vith a lifting hold, 
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he ealle(l for No. 2, to put the chain around. "l\Iake haste, 

quick; it is terrible heavy!" No. 2, caught up the 'chain and 

~ecurcd it to the log. But glancing at No. 1, he began to 
sn1cll the-rat. "There r~ said he, · 'l might have kno,vn 

that yon "rcre np to son10 of your deviltry!" 
Snde )Vest luul a sn1all store in Franklin, ·near the spot 

·where nO'V stands .the' coopet' shop, o-wned until recently, by 
Mr. George Brown. Mr. West ,vas one day standing near 
this store, conversing ·with the gentle1nen whom ,ve ha·;·e des

ignated as No. 1. - The latter had just noticed that there ,vas 
but very little in the store except a large quantity of Brovvrt 
·vvare, ,vhich ,vas piled high on the shelves, 

• 
"Now" thought No. 1, "l ·will hr1ve so1ne fun!" The tide 

·was out~ and there ·were a great nu1nbcr of sea-birds, called 
cranes, ,valking about in the shoal ,vater. "Did you ever 
notice" said he to l\!Ir. VV. ",vhat a singular noise cranes will 
1nake ,vhen frightened?' ''l don't kno,v that I ever did," ,vas 

L.. 

the reply. 

''\V ell, get a long pole and strike as hard a blo-w as you 
can on the side of the store, and you ,vill hear such a noise as 
you never heard hcfore /' 

\\.7 est actea according to direction.a ; and he did hear su,ch a 

n.oi:-;e as !te neve1· hearcl before; for the bro-wn ,vare cmne 

rattling and crashing to the floor ! 
Old l\1r. J. · another resident of Irillkeny settlen1CI;t, '"vas a 

great fiddler' or' as his ·wife cxprcssell it, ,vas "JHJcky good 
on the viol-eend. 0 Dea. G. having obtained, by ~so1ne n1ean~. 

a bass-viol, ·l. --went to see it. 
Ife, at first, tried to play, ,vith tl1e viol unL1er his ann, as he 

did his fiddle. 
· IIe did not like it however, aud his ,vife set it_,do,v.n as n, 

lnunbug. ''\Vhy ,' said she, 'it is nothing but a pocky great 
violeend. Mr. J ~ ·was indispensable in all the balls and parties 
of those days ·where dancing ,vas a part of the social entre · 

tainment. 
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A great ball c:u.ne off at. Trenton Point ;- J\1r. • J .. play eel on 

the-violin. 
A young man, named G. ,vas present. Mr. G. ·was a joker, 

and resolved to p.ut one upou the fiddler. Watching. his op-

portunity, he slipped the dishcloth i:ito one of the old man's 
coat-pockets ~ ~ What are .you looking for?' said .he.tit the girl.. 
'For the dishcloth,' was the reply. '"\Vhy, old J. has got it'
'N o.-L-havn't: replied J. in his ini1nitable, drawling tone.-

'l kno-w you have,' ansvv-ered G. for I have heard, that when 

you go to a ball,. yo.u al ways steal the .dishcloth.' 
'No.-1-d-o-n't' answered J., in the most ludicrous tone 

i1naginable. 
- -'You.shall be searched,' ·was replied. 'and if the n1iesing 

dishcloth is found upon your person, you shall treat the co1n

pany to a.quart of rqm. 
Mr. J. furnbled through his pockets; au<l. a,,t last, fished up 

the :missing article .. '\Vhy, h~re~s the devilish thing :no-w: said 

he, w·ith a look and a tone ihat 'brought do,vn the house' in 
paroxys1ns of laughter. 

Seizing a jug, he .started off ,vithout saying another ,vord . 
.... i:\.rrivecl at the store,-'Squire D.' said he, 'I want a quart of 
your best rum .to treat the co1npany ; for rve stole the devilish 
dishcloth !" -

Col. S. ,vho lived in what is no,v Sullivan, ,vas a prominent 
citizen of the to-wn. He ,vns engaged in the 1nercantile busi
nes~, ,and, like all other traders of that day, he cleri ved a great 
part of his profits fron1 the sale of ruin. He o,vned · a small, 
fast sailing schooner, and, with one 1nan for cook and hand, he 
sn1ugglecl large quantities of liquor fro1n the Provinces of 
Great Britain. 

On one occasion, he had taken on board over fifty punch
eons of ·vv. I. Rum, ancl a quantity of dried fish. 

Eady one 1norning, as they lay at anchor off Petit Menan, 
they ·aiscoverec.l the R, Cutter close upon thein . .. 

, ',,re are gone for it now" exclaimed Col. S. to his- n1ali ; 
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~ but you go below and hurry up as good a breakfast as you can; 
and I will try to throw the captain ""of the Cutter off hi" scent.'( 

The officer, ,vho was ,vell acquainted with S. catne on-board. 
·' vVell, Colonel, what have you got?' said he .. · 

'Rum,' says Col. S. 'and a few fish.' 
'l don't believe it, c said the captain, as he saw the sly twin

kle of the Colonel's eye. 

'l swear I have/ said the Colonel. Co1ne belo,v and tr_y 
son1e.' 

Nothing loth, the captain went belo,v, and was treated to 
a good breakfast, with plm~ty of good liquor. After an hours's 
pleasant conversation on general subjects, he arose to go. 

'Come' said Col. S. go into the-hold and see my rum. I've 
got fifty casks.' 

'Not I,' said the captain. You've cracked jokes enough at 
me. Catch me again I' 

So off he went; and the Colonel saved his ruin, landedit in 
the night, and put it under the chrlrch building for safe keeping. 

Thus, the old saw, 
"Spir-it above and spirit below; 

But the spirit above is' the Spirit of LoYe ; 
And the spirit below is the spirit of woe : 

The Spirit above is the spirit divine ; 
But the spirit below is the spirit of wine." 

,vas literally fulfilled. 
But the Collector of Customs, by so1ne 1neans, learned that 

the liquor ,vas landed, and at once ,vent to seize it. After a 
fruitless search through the store and cellars, the officer de-
1nandcd the keys of the chvelling house. 

'Well' said S. ,vhen the keys were returned, 'did you find 
the liquor?' 

"No,' ans,vered the officer. 
'l told you there was no rum in the house' replied S. ,r 

should sooner think of looking under that old meeting house 
tor liquor, than in my dwelling house!' 



ltu1n, in those Javs, ,vas drank 1,y ~11 r.I:1s,.;;:c~., from the .. .. ~ 

minister of the gospeL before entc1·ing the pnlpit, _to the beg-. 

gar on the street. H,u111 ruled. 

Every thing, religious., political, or 1nechanical, see1neJ to 
move by rum power. Not a buil<ling'could be raised ·without 

ruin. rhe last tin1ber, or ridgepole, could never be made to 

fit until the bottle ·was produced. · 

BQt the great Te1nperance Iieforn1, between the years 1825 
and 1835, effected a glorious change-in this respect. It was 
like e_n1etging fro1n the blackness of darkness · to the light of 

noonday. 
Mr. David T. Springer was the first to set the hall n, roll

ing in Hancock, hy drawing up a paper and get_ting signees 

for a te111perancc 1neeting. The newspaper, then published 
• 

in Ells,vorth, spoke somewhat distrustfully of the n1ove, but 
added; 'lVIr. Springer, ,vc think, 1neans ·well.' 

I have 110\v reached the intended liin-it ot 1ny little hook; 

and 1nay seeining cgotis1n be pardoned, if I say a few ,vords 
concerning 1nyself. vVhen a boy, I ,vas perhaps, a )ittle ,vihl. 

I re1ne1nber, that once. 1ny grandrnother ( the sa1ne ,vho talk

ed to the tory i1illiken) ·was coloring son1e cloth ; an<l I upset 

the dye-tub. .The old lady ·seized the broorn and gave chase. 

She could outrun n1e ; but I got upon s01ne very slippery ice. 

I--Iere I ha<l hee at ad vantage ; for as soon as she crossed one 

,vay, I recrossed the other.· This 1naneuvering ,vas kept up 
for a long ti1ne, until at last n1y gra,ndfathee appeared upon 

the scene and decided the battle in 1ny favor. 1'1y father ·was 

a man of strength an<.l agility ; yet he died at the age of 44 

years, ,Yith an epide1nic disease. As insta._nces of his quickness 

of 1notio11 and po,ver of enllurance, I ,vill just note the follo\Y

ing : Rising before day, he n1ade a pair of 1nen's shoes ; then 
·went to the ·woods and 1nanufacturecl three bunches of shaved 

shingles, carried them ho1ne on his shoulder,. and nailed them 

on to the building the same day! At another tirne, he chopped 



frrc cor~1s ana two feet of birch arn1 1naplc ·wood in one day ! 
I arn the oldest of nine sons. l\1y father h:id ten children, 

only fotir of ,vho1n are now living. I had one brother killeU in 
tlw J~ull llun fight ; and the ·war took · away the son, that I 
hoped ·w•h1lcl be the support of 1ny dcclinir1B' years 

I am now 'three score years and t~n~ and shall soon be laid 

away. If, through the frailties and infir1nities of hu1nan nat re, 

I have livc<l in vain, I have at least, ,vished to do i'ight. "\Vhen 

I an1 gone let 1ny virtues , jf any I possess , he ren1e1nbered, 

and my follies and foibles be buried with rnc. 

Ilaricock, Feb. i4th 187-C) 'l'ho1nas·Foss. 




