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,v AKEFIELD, December 16, 1876. 

DEAR SIR: 

At an informal meeting of the congregation, held on Thanks­
gidng Day, November 30th, 1876, immediately after the religious. services 
in the Congregational Church, there was an earnest expression of desire 
that the sermon then just listened to, respecting the Old Pastors of the 
First Parish, as also a former historical discourse preached by you last 
June, might be presen·ed in printed form~ for more general circulation 
and usefulness; and we were appointed a committee to carry such desire 
into effect, if we might with your favor and consent. 

Pursuant to such commission and authoritv. and in accordance with - . 
our own sincere wishes, we respectfully solicit the use of your manuscripts 
of the historical discourses referred to, for publication, knowing them to 
be the fruit of much labor, thought and research-containing matter of 
great value and local interest-and believing this progressh·e generation 
may well pause a mo1nent in its swift career, and gain ne,v lesson~ in 
Courage, Faith and Duty, from the solemn Voices of the Past. 

Trusting for your co-opt!ration, and with feelings of high respect and 
warin personal regard, we are 

REV. CHARLES R. BLISS. 

DEAR BRETHREN : 

Verv Trulv Yours. 
~ . , 

LUCIUS BEEBE. 
GEORGE R. 1\1:0RRISON. 
JOHN G. ABORN. 
THOl\IAS \VINSHIP. 
GEORGE W. ABORN. 
CHESTER \V. EATON. 

"\VAKEFIELD, Dec. ::?I, 1876. 

I have received your communication relative to the historical 
discourses lately preached in our Church, and sincerely thank you for the 
kind terms in which you have addressed me. 

\Ve honor ourselves in paying due respect to the memory and the 
work of the worthy men whose places we occupy; and, since the interest 
I have felt in redewing the long and successful career of the Church is so 
gt!nerally shared, I cheerfully accede to your request. 

Reciprocating your sentiments of regard, I am 
Yours Truly, 

CHARLES R. BLISS. 
Messrs. Lucius BEEBE, GEORGE R. l\foRRISON, JOHN G. ABORN, THOMAS 

\VINSHIP, GEORGE \V. ABORX, CHESTER ,v. EATON. 





INTRODUCTORY NOrrE. 

He ,vho ,voultl understand the chief characteristics of the 

early life of N ff\V England, must study the history of her 

churches. The highest acts of men give to the world the 

best ground for an estimate concerning them ; ancl the 

churches, absorbing as they did an~ious thought, patient toil 

and unselfish endeavor, are mirrors in ,vhich we may see 

clearly reflected the characters of our fathers. Unhappily, 

they ,vho make history do· not always write it ; and ·we there­

fore lack desirable facilities for tracing the church life of the 

Puritans. The records of the first church in \Vakefield, 

though nearly continuous are not full, and arc ,vholly silent 

upon various matters about ,vhich the church ·was ,vith sister 

churches deeply interested. Y ct they disclose a sufficient 

nun1ber of leading facts to give very clear in1preGsio11s of the 

progress of the church, the character of the ministry, the 

questions which at various times agitated it, and the tone of 

belief and feeling by which it has been characterized. 

This volun1e had its origin in the quickened historical 

spirit of the centennial year. ..A discourse upon the history 

of the church " .. as prepared and preached, "·hen it ,vas found 

that the n1aterial at hand clen1anded anothC'r sc1mon. A Con1-

n1cn1orati vc Gathering, to ,vhich the colonies of the church in 

adjoining to,,·ns, and the churches of this place, were invited 

to send representatives, was held, and speeches and letters 



made th.J occasion memorable. It was, as previous corres­

pondence indicates, thought best to preserve ,vhat had been 

rescued, and, as any change of form in the material prepared 

,vould be attended ,vith some sacrifice, the discourses, some­

,vhat extended, are printed as they ,vere preached. A brief 

account of the gathering follo,vs. :Vlindful of the plensurc 

,vhich the discovery of an exact picture of the church as it 

,vas in 1676, or 1776, would have given us, ·we have attempt­

ed to give :t picture of its condition in 1876 for the pleasure 

of our successors, to ,vhom ,ve send here,vith our cordial • 

salutations. 
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CONCERNING THE CHURCH. 

JOHN 4, 38-0ther nien labored, and ye are enterell 
into tlieir labo'rs. 

This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. Look 
uround you. Let your eye glance up and down these pleas­
ant streets, upon these pubiic buildings and private dwellings, 
arid over these cultivated gardens und outlying farn1s ; and 
then go hack t,vo hundred and thirty-t"1'o years, und look 
again about you. Rocks and tangled thickets :fill the courses 
of these smoothly-gravelled high"~ays. The public co1nmon 
,vith its graceful elms, the fields no,v leveled nnd fruitful" 
and the very sites of these co1uely houses, are "·ild ,vith 
cedars and hen1locks ; ,vhile marshes stretch hither and 

I 

thither bet"'"een these lakes, nnd the Inclinn ancl the "ril<l 
beast dispute ,vith euch other the right to possess that which 
neither can hold. 1Yhat :i. contrast is this ! It is us ,vide ns 

that bet"·een civilization and barbaris1n. Do "·c ask "·ho 
,Yere its authors? ,,;re are compelled to ans"·er thnt ,ve fir(\ 
not. Other men In.bored, and. ,ve ha.Ye entered into their 
labors. ,·vhat those labors ,Ycre, in all their vnriety and dif:. 
ficulty ancl con1pleteness, it were in1possible to co1nprehend. 
Every generation perform eel its nllotted share. The felJing 
of the ft,rests, and the organization a.n<l gro,vth of the 1nunici­
llality, the school, and the church, proceeded simultaneously, 
:tnd "·hen one generation rested from its toil, its successor, 
,vith 1notives equally pure, and courage equally strong., st(•p­
pe<.l into its place. 

Bearing in mind the variety of the labors of those first 
generations, you will not expect 1ne to speak of all depart­
ments of their ,vork. The accomplished historian of the 
town has produced an invaluable volume, in ,vhich municipal 
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and soci~l affairs are presented with great fidelity ; hut· it did 
not fall within the scope of that "'"ork to trace the church 
life of your fathei"s. This, I propose, to son1e extent, to do. 
Should any one say that this is hut the centennial year, an 'l 
hnrdly justifies <?ne in going back more th:tu tw·icc one hun­
dred years, I reply-the value of the centen:nial yeur con­
sists, chiefly, in the fact tl}at it revives the historic spirit ; 
and when one goes back as far as to the grund period of the 
Revolution, he can hardly fail to go hack to the grander pe­
riod signalized by the first consecration of this land to civil 
and religious freedom. 

Not far fron1 the year 1642, a sruall company of people, 
son1e of ,vhom had just arrived from England, a.nd others of 
whom had been a brief time in the countrv, left the shelter 

OJ 

of frien4ly homes in Lynn, and planted themselves on this 
spot. Too fe"· in number to forn1, nt once, a church, they 
waited till the Autumn of 1644, * or that of 1645, when 
fresh accessions enabl~d them to· fulfil their purpose. I will 
read to you from the ancient record, as traced by a ha.nd that 
1nore than two hundred years ago "forgot its cunning," the 
names of those brethren : 

Francis Smith. Lieut. Marshall and his wife. 
Mrs. Green. Eliz. Wilev. ,., 

·vv·Ill. Cowdrey and his wife. Eliz. Hart. 
John Pierson and his wife. Lidia Lakin. 
Bro. ·Dunton. Eliza Hooper. 
George Davis. Zach. Fitch and his "'"ife. 
Thos. Kendall and his wife. "\°\' .. Ill. Eaton and his wife. 
Thos. Parker and his wife. ~John Batchelder and his ,vife. 
"\Villiam Hooper. "\Vill. l:lartin. 
l\1ary Swain. Thos. Bancroft. 
Joan ~farshall. ..Tonas Eaton and hi8 wife. 
Thos. Marshall. Judith Pool. 
Sister Martin. Abigail Damon. 

'-

Thos. Hartshorn and his "'"ife. Lieut Smith and his "'"ife. 
Edward Taylor and his wife. 

~ The e:xact date or the founding of the cburch is in <loubt. In f.,\·or of placing it in the 
year 16-U, tbere i.'J authority a8 follows :-(a) Tra<lition in the clmrch. Re\·. Richanl Brown. 
"'riting in 1720~ mentions that year. ThE- Bi-centennial celP.hration of t1le clmrcll wa8 ob­
served in 184-1. (b) Johnson, the author of Tllo ,von<ler ,vorking Provi«lence, i,ublisbed in 
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It ,vould give us great satisfaction to · kuo"\\" the prec-is~ 
spot ,vhere, ,vith prayer and }lSahn :1.ncl solen111 covenant .. 
they dedicated then1selYes to God and to each other. It "·:ts 
pr<lbably on the street no"" called Albion, not fur fro1n its 
eastern end. 'But to the genuine N e,v Englander truth i~ 
1nore,, important than any dress it 1nay wear, and covenants 
u.re n1ore sacred than any places in ,vhich they may have 
heen taken ; and although ,ve kno,v not the precise spot 
,vhere the founders of this church pledged themselves to 
each other ancl to Christ, ,ve do possess the exact ".,.ords in 
w·hich they did so. Inasn1uch as few· of you have eYer 

heard the articles ,vhich for n1ore than a hundred vears serY-. ~ 

e<l this church as hoth creed ancl covenant, I \\"ill quote a por­
tion of them : 

h,ve gh·e up ourseh·e:-: to the Lord .Jesus Chri:--t, to be ruled :incl 
guided by him in the n1attt~r of his wor:;;hip and in our whole conversa­
tion, acknowledging him not only our alone SaYiour, but also our King 
to reign and rule oYer u~, and onr Prophet and Teacher, by· his ,vord 
and spirit. Forsaking all other teachers antl doctrines which he has not 
commanded. we wholly disclain1 our own righteousness in point of jus­
tification, and <lo cleayc unto hhn for righteo1.1~nes~ and life, grace· :\ntl 
glory. 

,v e do fitrther promh,e, by the help of Christ, to walk with our breth­
ren and sisters of the congt·egation in the spirit of brotherly lo,e, ,vatcb­
ing over the1n anll caring for them, avoiding all jealousies, suspicion~, 
backbiting:-., censurings, <JUarrelings, and secret risings of the heart 
again~t them, forgh~ing and_ forbearing, and yet seasonably admonishing 
:1.nd restoring them by n. spirit of meekness, and set them in joint again 
that have been, through infirmity, o,ertaken in any fault among u~. 

,v e re~olre, in the s.in1e strength, to approve onrsel,es in our partic-

1654, gives 164-l as the date. As he was an inhabitant of the neighboring town 
of Woburn, he would be likely to know the fact. (c) The early authorities of the Colony 
were opposed to the incorporation of a town till a church bac1. been formed; and the town 
waR certainly incorporated in 16". In favor of 16,j:5, the chief authority is Gov. Win­
th1op. He gives in bis history No\". 5, 1645, as the date. He is followed by Hubbard and 
Spoff'ord. But he also gives t-be date of the incorporation of the town as 16'5. Since the 
record of the General Court proves this to have been an error, it is fair to infer that he was 
equally astray respecting the date at which the church was gathered. From some source 
not easily ascertained, a mistake bas been formerly made regarding the number of churches 
that were formed in tl1e Colony before this one. Johnson, mentioned above, says that this 
was the twenty-fourth. The order was as follows:-Salem, Charlestown, Dorchester, .Bos­
ton, Roxbuey, Lynn, Watertown, Cambridge, Ipswich, Newbury, Cam.bridge 2d, Concord, 
Hingham, Dedham, Weymouth, Rowley, Hampton, Salisbury, Sudbury, Braintree, Glouces­
ter, Dover, Woburn, Reading. 
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ular callings, shunning idleness, not slothful in business, knowing that 
idleness is the bane of any society. Neither ,~ill we deal hardly · or 
oppressingly with any wherein we arc the Lord's stewards; promising 
to the best of our abilities to teac:h our children the good know ledge of 
the Lord, that they also n1ay learn to fear him and serve hin1 with us, 

that it n1ay go well with then1 and with us forever.,., 

"\\.,.ith such vows and promises, they might well anticipate 
what we behold in the fulfilment of the passage.:__''The wil­
derness and the solitary place shall he glad for them, and 
the desert shall rejoice and blossQm as the rose." The for­
tunes of the infant church were, on the "~hole, prosperous. 
Its 11u111bers increased, though its pastorate ,vas, during the 
nrst eighteen years, twice interrupted by death. Though 
the early records are brief, they attest very plainly ~w·o 
facts. The discipline of the church was very careful ; 
and its 111embers ,vere fully alive to questions in "'"hich all the 
churches of the colony ,vere interested. 

· EYery. generation has its own JleculiaL· and yexing difficul­
ties with which to deal; and the first and second generations 
in the N e,v England churches had their full share of then1. 
The -chief of these gre,v otit of the unsettled mutual relations 
of civil to religious uflairs. To explain this difficulty it is 
necessary to reyert to a certain underlying idea which 1noved 
our fathers to co1ne to these shores. Their ambition ,vas to 
found a Christian state ; and the hest n1ethod of doing it 
awakened inquiries upon ,vhich the leading minds :nnong then1 
expended long and anxious thought. Their conclusions at 
length took sh:tpe in the principle "~hieh, in 1 G3 l, the (ien­
eral Court fritmcd into a l:n, .. that-tlie 1·iglll of ·toting sltoulcl 
be co11fi.ned to niember-~ of clturcltes. l\Iistaken us ,vc no"· 
see the conclusion to have heen, ,ve have no right to i1upeach 
the motives of those who reached and adopted it. In the 
nature of the case, ho,rever, it could not stand. The require-
111ents for entering the churches "·ere. rigi<l. There ,vere 
,vorthy and conscientious people ,vho could not enter then1, 
and, what was still more portentous in the fears of the first 
members, many of their own children did not incline to eu:.. 
ter them. Deep solicitude was at length awakened• not only 
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in l\'Iassachusetts, but also in Connecticut; and a synod was 
convened in Boston in 165 7, to examine the whole · subject, 
and advise the churches upon it. The conc.lusions of that 
synod ,vere unfortunate. Not seeing the ,visdom of wholly 
separating church and state, they atte1npted to meet the dif­
ficulty hy devising a modified kind of church men1hership­
one to which Scripture gave no sanction, and one the_ ,vork­
ing of ""hich proved most disastrous. They decided that 
the baptized children of church me1nbers might, by a simple 
declaration of their belief in the Bible and the religion of 
Christ, "·ithout any experin1ental knowledge of religion, he 
:tccountecl members of the church in so far 3.S to entitle them 
to have their children baptized, "rhich would also invest the111 
"rith the right to act in puhlic afthirs. 

~fhis <leeision, involving us it did a "\Vi<le departure fron1 
grounds previously occupied, encountered po"~erful opposi­
tion from the churches, and espeeially fron1 the laity. ..A.n­
other synod was called five years later, embracing among its 
me1nbers the pastor of this church-Rev. Samuel Haugh­
and the decision ,Yas re-affirmed. Soon, as we learn fro1n 
our records, it_ was brought before this church for their judg­
ment-for it ,vas never the custon1 of the churches to accept 
any decrees of synods or councils till they hncl then1selvcs 
examined then1. 

The ilropositions and the result of the uction of thi:-3 
church are recorde<l as follo,vs : 

"' The 1uinds of the brethrer. being tried as to the practice of the 
children·s duty to own the covenant in order to their cbilclren's baptis111, 
themselves not in full communion-(!) It was propounded in a church 
meeting whether confederate visible belieYers in particular churches, 
and their infant seed whose next parents one or both are in co,·enant, 
are acknowledged according to Scripture to be the appro,ed me1nbers 
of the visible church. (2) ,vhether the infant seed of the churc-h, be­
ing members of the same d1urch with their parents, are, when they are 
adult or grown up, personally under the watch, diseipline and govern­
ment of that church. (3) ,,·h~ther such persons not admitted to full 
communion, being without such further qualifications as the W'Onl of 
God requireth thereunto, -;-et nevertheless, the,· underst:u1dino- the <loc-

v ~ 0 

trines of faith, ancl puMicly professing their assent th~reunto, not scan-
da1ous in life, and solemnly owning the covenant before the church, 
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wherein they give up themselves and their children to the Lord, :a.nd 
subject themselves to the government of Christ in the_ church,-. their 
children are to be baptized. 

The propositions were Yoted and passed on the affirmative part. 
The brethren consented thereto by their silence, and afterwards by 
their usual sign, nemine contradicente." 

At first sight, the concluding portion of the third of these 
articles would seen1 to be sufficiently stringent to exclude all 
from the church, save such as professed conversion; but it 
was not so interpreted. The condition to full co1nmunio11 "··as 
a narrative of personal experience, describing the special 
reasons the candidate could present for believing himself a 
Christian. A forn1al act of o,vning the covenant,. and u.c:­
knowledging God, and submitting to the government of the 
church, was held to be consistent with the denial that one 
"·as an actual disciple of Christ, in the X e,v Testament sense. 
llence, a person could be a me1nber of the church, ,vl1ile 
1ieither he nor others believed he ,vas n Christian. In ad<>pt­
ing tliis plan, those usually far-sighted men did not sec that, 
in the process of time, many would be introduced into tbe 
c.-hurches who would have no sy1npathy ,vith the doctrines 
preached ; nor did they forecast the titne, ,,·hich nctuully 
c:nue, "·hen u ,vide-spread defection from the old standards 
l\rould take place. Resorting to u humnn contrivance to 
:strengthen the churches, they 111ade the111 ·weak. ,vith all 
they had learned, they did not yet understand that the fEnver 
connections the gospel has with anything that appeals to the 
:unbition or self-interest of men, the more vigorous ,vill be 
its life, and the steadier will be its advance. But they ,verc 
striking out a new path, and having the benefit neither of 
the experience nor the n1istakes of others, their fuilure but 
shows that they were men. 

Descend now one full century fron1 that tin1e. l ... ou reach 
the year 1765-ten years before the opening of the. Revolu­
tion. Great changes have occu1Ted. .A. ll the first settlers 
are gone, and the third generation fill their places. The for­
ests have disappeared; comfortable d,vellings have beeu 
erected ; and roads have been. built. The first small meeti~g 
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house has ·given place to one of more pretending aspect, 
standing· a little to the north and west of this spot-a build­
ing al;ready ancient and dilapidated, and destined in th1·ee 
years from that time to yield its place to the structure within 
"~hose well-kept frame we are to-day sitting. It is the 2nd 
day of September-a week day ; but the church is open, and 
the saddled .horses standing about the door indicate that some 
n1eetiµg is in progress. "\'\'.,.. e enter, and find ourselves in u. 
husiness meeting of the old church. The chairman is Deu. 

<....: 

llenjamin Brow·n, senior, "~hose son, also a deacon, is des-
tined ten years later to be a n1en1ber of the first provinch1l 
Congress, a (~olonel, and after"\\rard u General in the arrr1y. 
~fhe · s~cretary is Dea. Brown En1erson-the grandfather of 
your old pastor, Rev. Reuben Emerson.. There are Ban­
crofts and Temples and Nichollses present. ,,T' e learn fron1 
their ren1a1·ks that Parson Hobllv bad two mouths before de-., 
parted this life, and that they had just observed a day of sol-
cn1n fasting and r>rayer. They hnvc no,,· :ts~cmbled to tlis­
euss a grnve matter of church :1du1ini8tnttion. From other 
sources "~e know· that grent uncertainty of religious opinions 
lV:ts prevuiling. ,.fhe seed phu1ted one hundred years before 
,n1s hringing forth its fruit. ..A.tu.1 this 111eeting \Yas held to 
determine the proper nns\vcr to he given to t\\·o <1uestions. 
()ne ,,·as-,vhether it ,voukl he safe for theu1 to receive new 
1ue1nbers ,vhile ,vithout a pastor. ....-\.nd the other ,vus -
w·hether it would not be wise to guard the door of the church 
by a stringent doctrinal creed. I cannot repeat the speeches 
that were made upon that occasion, but I can state to you the 
result reached. ..\s to the first point, they voted to receive 
n1embers, but directed the Deacons to exan1ine them and 
4, 'receive satisfaction" from them ; and decided that when 
such candidates were tu be received, an ordained minister 
should be invited to administer to them the covenant. The 
second question they answered by voting that Ebenezer Nich­
ols, _Esq., Deu. 83,muel Bancroft; and Lieut. John Temple, 
:--hould be n comn1ittee to confer with Rev. Peter Clark ·of 
Danvers, ancl Rev. Eliab Stone of No. Reading, and draw 
up; ,vith their assi~tance, a Confession of :Faith. Four weeks 
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later that con1mittee reported to the church ; and the creed 
then constructed and adopted is the creed of thi-; church­
unaltered save in t,vo or three lines-no·w in use.* ""\Vhat­
ever n1ay be our general vie,vs about tl1e usefuln~ss of creeds, 
it cannot but heighten our hupressions of the fi<lelity to their 
convictions of those men, that, ,vithout promptings fro1n 
clerical sources, they attcrnpted to steu1 the tide that "rr,s, as 
they thought, threatening the safety of their church. 1.,hcy 
_took the responsibility thu,t helongcd to the1n ; nnd in the 
tin1es of discussion, and rupture of old tics thnt not long af­
ter came to many churches, this ,vas unmoved and in1mova­
hle. 

It may properly be admitted that the zeal for sound doc­
trines which at that tin1e ,vas becoming very strong in the 
hearts of many n1inisters as ,vell as lnyn1en, sometin1es car­
riecl them to ra.ther absurd lengths. .1\11 entry in the recorcls, 
made two years before l\Ir. Hobhy died, in his hantl-"-rriting, 
reads as follows--''Receivecl let~ers n1issive fron1 l\Iarble­
head, desiring assistance at the installation of l\Ir. "\Vitherell, 
hut being a stranger to the gentleman, his experiences and 
hi8 principles, voted uot to send." The next year this entry 
occurs-'" Received letters missive f ron1 the 3rd church in 
8ale1n, desiring assist~nce in setting apart llr. Huntington 
to the ,vork of the ministry ; but, being unacquainted with 
the gentlen1an, his principles, morals and experience, voted 
uot to send." ::\Jr. Hobby was well known throughout the 
province as a disciple ancl defender of )Vhitefield, and hav-

• It ha..~ become so common among churches to reca~t their creeds, that it may seem 
strange that any church, professing to he abreast with t11e a*, should content itself with a 
c~:mf~on dating back 112 years. In reply it may be said-(1) The pastors and members of 
tbis church have never thought that t.heir creed should he cli~canled, eitl1er because its lan­
guage was becoming antiquatetl, or because ~me of its implications dill not quite agree 
with mo<lern theological notions. (t) The th,vor of age a.bout it pleases them. (:J) The 
wise laymen under whose administration it wa.~ intro,luced were too wise to think that a 
techni~.al creed ought ever to be u.~ on the aclmission of members. For that purpose, they 
believed the covenant sufficient. The church has never pursued any other method- Each 
can:lidate receives a copy of the creed when he is examined, and, accorcUn~ to a standing 
rnle, if be expresses no dissent before the time for llis 1mulic reception, he is beld to h:we 
gi\·en it his general enclorsement. The church l1as never helieverl that an intellectual as­
sent to d<'gllla.s should be mingled with a prof~ssion of allegiance to Christ. Hern·e, it has 
never felt itself f.>rc~d, by the incongruities which othen f~l, to change it~ creed. Nor has 
it ever beep adm:>nished by t'!le creeping in of heresies, that its method was unsafe. 



15 

ing suffered some persecution on that ac.count, it was not 
strange that he should be on his guard against endorsing un­
fit men as ministers ; but lack of personal acquaintance "'."ith 
them seems a poor reason why he should not sit upon coun­
cils called to,.judge of their qualifications. During the inter­
val between the pastorates of Mr. Hobby and l\Ir. Prentice .. 
the church, on one occasion, ,vent so far in its solicitude as 
to fail of its object. Having heard Rev. John Lathrop, they 
liked him ; but, fearing the leaven of heterodoxy, they pass­
ed the following vote-' 'That the church doth n1ake choice 
of Mr. lohn Lathrop, provided his principles of religion, and 
1nethoc.ls of church governrr1ent, agree with this church. 
\: oted-that the l)eacons, ,vith Col. Nichols and }Ir. John 
"femple and lVIr. :Kathaniel Emerson, be a com1uittee to join 
with Rev. l\Ir. ~Toseph Emerson of ~lalden, the Rev. l\'Ir. 
Robie of Lynn, and the Rev. Mr. Stone of :Ko. Reading, to 
examine lVIr. ~John Lathrop/' The result "'."as favorable to 
his orthodoxy, but not to their desir~s ; for wl1en, after 
subjecting hhu to such an exa,1ninatio11, they gave hini u. call, 
he clecline<l it. It is, ho,vever, far hetter that 1nen should ~o 
prize great privileges ns to go too fur in defending then1 .. 
than that they should lose then1 by prizing the1n too little. 
· It is quite in1possihle for Christians living in times like our 
o,vn, ,Yhen denon1inntionnl line8 ha Ye heen <lr:iwn-after, 
rather than before, theologi<.·ul hattles-to n.ppreciate the un­
easiness of those living ju~t before surh <liYision. (~onscious 
of increasing differences of opinion, and not kuo,ving ,vhith­
er views thought to be errors, and yet vigorously defende<l 
hy good men, ""ould lend,-sueh persons would naturally 
heco111c very ,n1ry, ancl at leugth gro,v so eager in the de­
fence of in1portant doctriJ1es as to create, rather than heal, 
dh·isious. .A.fter the death of ::\Ir. Hobby, ·who seen1s to 
have adhered to the position of .. Jonathan :Edw·ards, that only 
con,·erted persons have a right _to partake of the co1nmunion, 
-tt position then ,Yidely deniecl-:t division arose in this 
church, in consequence of ,Yhich the celebration of the ordi­
nance was for a tin1e suspended. A brief record informs us 

. . 
of the fact ; but 1·ecords are sometimes the mo1·e significant 
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for their brevity,. anll this is sufficiently so to justify •:rµ~ J~ 
quoting it . 

.. A .. t a meeting of the church, Sept. 1, 1768, Dea. _Samuel 
Bancroft being lVIoderntor, the church voted-"That., ,vhere~ 

~ . 

as ,ve have for· a considerable time past lived ju neglect_ . of 
the Lord's Supper, by means of some perplexing circumstan, 
ces attending our affairs, we unitedly humble ourselves before 
9"od for our sinful neglect, and huplore forgiveness through 
the blood of atonement, and grace for the future to hon()~· 
Christ by a careful attendance on all his ordinances; and our 
purpose is, by the leave of Providence, to attend the ho_ly 
supper with all convenient speed, hoping there to n1eet ,vitl1 
Christ, and sit together ns friends and hrethren, forbearing 
one another and forgiving one another, as God for Chri~t's 
sake hath forgiven us." Fe,ver church difficulties would Yex 
the hearts of men if such n spirit c-oulcl. he brought to l>ettr 
upon them. 

The position of this church during the early part of its his­
tory ,vas one of greater relative iiuportaucc than that which 
it has n1aintained since. Being the first church established 
within u circuit of . se,·eral · 1uiles, it ,vas the centre of 111orc. 

extended influences. The churches of Lvnn on the east ... 
' ~ . . 

Charlestown on the south, and ,v· obnrn on the ,vest, ,verc 
the nearest it; ,vhile there was none on the north. The pe<>­
plc settling ill that part of Charlesbnvn no,v coYerecl by ~he. 
tow·ns of l\Ielrose and ~toneh:uu, in that pnrt of I"'ynn 110,v 

cnlle<l Lynnfield, :u1d OYer nll the trnt·t cmbracin2" the to,vn~. 
~ ' .. 

of Iieading._ ~o. Rending and ,Yilmington, came here. to 
w·orship. · In none of these places, ho,vever, had the ntunber. 
of 1neu1hers in(·reused suftieieutly to justify the formation o( 
other churches till the year 1720-seventy-six years after) 
this church wu~ formed. The 1uen1bership of thi_s huu then 
reached 23H-n larger number than it has e,·er attained since.,. 

' ' ... . . 

till very recently. The yenr 1720 wus signalized hy. the.; 
sending forth of t,vo colonies-thnt of Lynnfield, and that pr 
No. Reading. In 172H the church in Stouehan1 \Yas formed,. 
nnu in 17_;13 that in ,vnmington, chiefly from this church ; . 
while it ,Yas not till the year 17 70, or 126 years after this . 
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church was formed, that the Old South in Reading was es­
tablished. The formation of the church last namecl was u 
great grief to this. It took from it 88 me1nbers, among whom 
,vere many of the ,visest and_ best of its number. It would 
now he thought very strdinge should any one suggest that the 
people of that town should come to this to attend church, 
for even some of our own school districts a1·e thought quite 
too far away to }lermit their inhabitants to come hither to 
,vorship. llut our fathers had different ideas. Physically, 
they required less nursing than ·we ; and perhaps _their minds 
,vere less uneasy, their tempers less impatient, thei~ faith 
more stcacly, and their }lrinciples better established. Cer­
tain it is, that exercise ,vhich ,vas play to them is toil to us, 
n.nd fatigue ,vhich they clicl not notice, becomes an attack of 
almost fatal disease to their children. They ,vere, however .. 
susceptible to the influences of inclement "'"eather, for there 
is one entry in the record which informs us that, contrary to 
the pastor~s ,vish, a ehurch meeting was once held in· his 
kitchen, hec:tuse of the "'sharpness of the present cold." 

"!''his church did not cease to enrich other churches when 
her o"·n }>articular colonies hatl all been sent forth. It is 
:unong the arrangen1ents of Divine Providence that some of the 
1nost influential things ,,·e do are those done contrc1ry to our 
o,vn ,vish. It ,vas hy no means a pleasant thing to the old 
church, hut nevertheless it ·was a very useful thing, tbat 
the Baptist church in this to,Yn, three quarters of a century 
ngo, took· a portion of the strength und vitality of this 
hotly. The gospel us preached by the pastors of this 
church is in the verv life l>lood of fan1ilies ,vhich have fur-. ., 

' nished manv of the 1nost honored and influential men1bers of ., 
that church. .A.s a 1natter of church pride ,ve should 1,e 
2"lad' if those fa.n1ilies were still identified ,vith us, l)ut in a 
·-· 
brouder vie"r it is no doubt better that thev have been led to ., . 
enter another portion of the common vineyard. There may 
have been, in former times, a rupture of old friendships, and 
n. loss in s01ne degree of chri~tian charity and brotherly loYe, 
hut, on the ,vhole, the cause has gained. .A.r,.d if we can but 
preserve the unity of the Spirit iu the hon cl of peace, the ap-
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propriate ,vork of churches ,Yill he more thoroughly. don<'. 
and the hopes of christians \\·ill receive n, more ample fnlfil-
1nent, from the divisions ,vbich a for1ner generation ,vitnessed. 
The U niversalist church in like manner received n1nch from 
this, though ·without its consent and ag:tinst its protest ; yet 
for all the good ,vhich that church has acco1np1ishecl this i~ 
quite us ready to thank God as though it ,vere done hy itself. 

Though ther~ ha Ye been great changes in this church· sin(•e 
its estahlishn1ent, yet it is evident, from many facts, thnt the 
love of change, for its o,vn sake, has neyer been one of its 
fuilings. Changes in it haYc been as gradual as those in the• 
general habits of the people. Should you ullo,v your in1aginu­
tion to carrv Yon hack one hundred and t,ventv-fivc Years vou 

.. ..,. t,, .., .., 

\\·ould see in the pulpit a Yenerable predecessor of mine, lleY. 
,v1n. Hobby, ,vith })o,ydercd ,vig, nuc.lgo,Yn nn<.l lmnds .. A.bout 
him you ,vould lJerceive nn odor of sanctit~· and :.luthority 
·which the clergy of 1nodern days fincl it quite i1npossihle to 
obtain. The l)eucons ,voukl he sitting near the pulpit in 
places of honor, and n, flavor of sacredness, s0111c,vhat 1nikh~r~ 
hut still Yerv marked .. ,vonl<l emanate fro111 then1. The eon-

~ . 

g-regation "·ould be seated according to ideas of priority un<l 
~eniority-the n1ore gruxe and ,yealthy nnd 1·everecl occupy­
ing pew·s ,Yhich the deference of the people had pern1itted 
the1n to cushion and ornan1ent, ,Yhile, in cnrefn11y estin1ate<l 
rank, the less rich :.u1<.l intincntial arc nssigned to scats eorrc-. -
spon<ling to their <leg-rt\<\."'* 'fithiug 111en, cYer rPa<ly to 1nng-

ni(r their office, 1n·eser,·(\ deeoru1n a1no11g: the young people .. 
and driYc out the <logs. Th(\ ~eripturPs h:tYP 110 place in the 
chureh. and arc 11cYt\r l'<"\:Hl. (hH\ of the <l<'n<.·ons rPads th(• 
hyn111~ line hy line n:-; tht'Y are ~ung-. 'fhc S-(\r1non is front 
one to two hours long·, :ind tlu~ pr:.iyers are hut little ~hortc·r; 
nnd ,YhPn th(\ ;--;crYie<~ j~ oYPr., th<· p<\oplP retnin th~ir s~at~ 

'~ l;ntlcr <la.tc of li30, the pari:-:h 11a, •. -..~-d the following: ··\·otcd, That Heal E.:,:ta.tc :mJ. 
.\ge are tlae two first aml dlicfet-t rules to :,!cl hy in ~ating the meeting house." Then they 
•lt--dart"tl hy Yote that. l·crtain pcr~n:,-; who ha,1 ;1ttt•mpted to obt:lin eli¢ule seat~ in co11tra­
\"t'1ttion · of that .1·ult:, were al'ti11g "tli:-:urdcrly ;· aml or,lert>d them to ~o bnck to their former 
Jit'W:-. One of the men, not w i:"11ing to lm vc i;ud1 a, ~tigma, r~t upon bis rel)uta.tion. brought 
the 1m1ttcr hcfore the next 1>arish D\l.>eting, and in cousi<leratiou of the fact tlmt ht~ ha,l 
)·<·ar:-: 'b(:forc ~.xpen,lecl moucr on the pew, tlle ,U~grace w:1s h)· ,·otc l"(-'JHOYe,il. 
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,vhile the pnrson, ,vith stately trend, "·alks tlo":n the aisle~ 
recognizing hy a formal how the ,Yorth of son1<~ prominE'nt 
parishioner, nncl frnpressing :lll hut th~ irreverent "'."ith the 
solen1nity ?f religion. 

Yon need not be told that ull thi8 nssun1ption of superiori­
ty and portioning out of dignity hns passed :nvay. llut it 
fiulcd out natur:t1ly. 'Jhere ,,·n:,; no fin1ndntion in })Olitieal 

theories or prcYnlent idens of hun1an <)<1nnlity, for distinction:; 
of this nuture. 'rill tlu~ l{C'volution .. there ·wns n hope con­
stantly asserting itsplf .. nn<l cou:-,tnntly proving· itsC'lf fntih.• .. 
that so1ne "·ay "·onld he <lPYi~cd to t·rt•nte nn nristocr:~cy iu 
this land; :tnd thnt pride ,vhieh eonltl find 110 other th~ntrc 
"ycnt into the ehurch<~s .. n11<.l SOlHrht to erente orders then•. 

. ·-
]1nt the soil of this eonntry neYer "·ould produce Cl'rt:iin 

kinds of fruit~ nnd this "·ns one of thcn1. 'The leYclli~1g pro­
cess hegnn "·hen the colonies "y(lre founded .. nnd though 

~ . ~ 

n1any finnilies "·ith eourtly ideas fought ug,iinst it, the coo1-
h_~st ,v,1s. useless. ~fhe Revolution ,yas the culmination not 

alone of political theories .. but of so<:inl ns '"~11. }>o,vdered 
,yigs "·ere thr<n,·n nside. :Forn1al distinetions thnt had Jiyed ,., 
"·ith tliflicult,y .. died <.~asilY .. and 1nen, hoth in churches aud ..... , ..,. ~ . 

out of the1n, ca1ne to the conclusion that the only thing that 
ean elevate one above nnothcr is substantial ,vo11:h. 

llut .. though s01ne things have chaug·e<l in the adn1inistra­
tion of church nflltirs .. others l1ave not. Yon hnve already 
h(len rc1ninded that the creed of the <.·hureh is, ahnost ,Yord 
for "·ord .. the sa1ne that ,Yas adopted 112 years ago. 
~fhere are other things that have had a still louger life. l,Tp­

on the :uhni~sion of 1nen1bers, ns you kn<n,·, ,,·e ask of the1n 
a writtPn or oral puhlic relation of their ehristian experieucf\. 
'fhis practiet> is u1ikno"·n in n1any ehnrehes, nnd probably 
will he finuul in hut fc"·. Should you traec the history of it 
Jyou "·oul<.l go back 1H7 years, and you ,,·ouhl fitll upon a (•u­
rions record ,Yhi<.·h 8tates th:lt son1e .. haYin!!' on aceount of 

., '-·' 

:;01ne "·eaknes~ con1plai1u•<l that they <·ould not 1nake their 
'.'relations hefore 1n:u1v .," the t·hnreh "·as nskcd ,Yhether it .., . . . 

,voul<.l release the1n, hut refused to do so. 'The liberal iclens 
of ~Ir. J>renticc l<.~d~ one hundred years Inter, to the suspen-
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sion· of the practice for a time, hut_. the .more ~011servati,~c: 
views of Mr. Emerson, ,vho followed him, procured -its i<'- · 
instatement, and no one· has interfered with it sinee. ·The .. 
introduction of singing '' by rule" savored so -much :of popery 
in the estimation of some, that the pa~tor, Rev-.. •Richard 
Bro"111, ventured to favor it ""ith great care. Uncler date ·<>f 
1722 he describes with great particularity the steps he· took~­
The ac-eount ""ill be found in the to"~n history.. Until· on<~• 
hundred years ago the Bible, f<n· :1. sin1ilar 1·eason" ~vas 1urver · 
read in church ; but the gift of :t hanclso1ne folio copy · hy 
l\iiaj. N atha.niel Barber of Boston, led to. the adoption of the 
practice. Eighty-six years ago, the rule of inviting men1-
bers of other churches present at a co1nmuuio11 season to 
participate in the service, l\~as, by a formal Yote, estab­
lished. 

For convenience iu managing the governn1ent of .Congre~ 
gational churches, the practice has becon1c universal of ap­
pointing yearly a Church Committee, ch:J..rg-ed ,, .. ith the duty 
of attending to the spiritual interests of the body. This 
innovation was made in this church in the vear 1823. , The· 

II 

arguments for it seem to l1aYe been thoroughly eanvassed~­
and the Church voted unanimously to establish such a com­
n1ittee, defining at the san1e tin1e son1e,\rhat minutely its duties. 

Social custo111s ahYays affect, more or less, ecclesiastical in..;· 
terests; and it cannot fail to surprise us, to know thnt lYhen 
l\Ir. Hobby was installed, the occasion demanded the pur­
chase of a full barrel of ,vine. It 'lvill surprise us less to 
know that discipline for drunkenness, even when prominent 
church members were the culprits, ,,-as not of rare occur­
rence. It was a long time before the churches understood, 
if indeed they yet understand, that of all the foes of religioe, 
the use of intoxicating drinks is the "-orst. 

This evil sometimes gave rise to nice questions of (":ts1tistry 
in the church. In the year 1736 Brother Bryant aecuscd 
Brother Damon of slander iu calling him a drunkard. ..A. 
church meeting "·as held. Bro. Damon }lersisted in charg­
ing Bro. Bryant with drunkenness. The record proceeds. 
"Bro. Bryant, though be diso,vned the charge of babitua1 
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drunkenness, yet seemed disposed to acki.10,vledge that he· 
hacl been ov~rtaken with the sin of drunkenness, provided it 
might be· thought an unchristian proce<lure in any to call hin1 
a drunkard upon such acknowledginent. \Vhereupon the 
church passed a Yotc that it would be looked upon as so1ue­
thing- unchristian and unjustifiable to call Bro. Bryant a 
drunkard upon his acknowledgment.~' He then acknowl-

~ . 

edged and ,,~as restored to "charity." The church assented 
to his proposal, that~ if they would stigmatize it as unchrist­
ian to call him a thorough drunkard, he would confess that 
he had been a modified one. The church fulfilled its part of 
the contract ; he fulfilled his ; and the charge of slander \vas 
suffered to rest. 

S01ne one has said that the best evidence of the faithful­
ness of a church is to be found in its records of eharit Y • . , 
Jud~ed bv this rule .. this ehnrch has been faithful. It re-<_.; ., 

n1embered with generous eontributions its })Oor n1e1nbers, it~ 
colonies, and other churches, even as re1uote as South (~ar­
olina. In recent tiines it has given ]ibera11.r to n1issions, 
hoth home and foreign. l)uring scYeral successive years it~ 
charities have exceeded a thousand dollars yearly.: 

If (·hristian patriotisn1 he another sign of fidelity, the 
chu1-ch has at ,,1nious trying periods giYen it. 1\ goodly 
number· of its membet·s 11re fountl upon the rolls of ~oldier~ 
engaged in the }"'rench and Indian ,va1·, that of the ReYolu­
tion, and that of the Rebellion. One of its prominent meu1-
bers-Col. Ebenezer Nichols-commanded a 1 .. egiment in tl1r• 
French war, and another-Dea. Benjamin Brown-"~as n 
t-0lonel in the Revolutionary war, and after,vard a Brigadier 
General.. SeYeral oth~rs attained the rank of Captain. The 
}lastor · of the church in _1775, ReY. Caleh Prentice, shoul­
dered his musket, and, followed hy n1any of his flock, par­
ti~ipated in the Concord fight, while thi~ meeting · house 
~erved· as a plaee of stonlge for a large amount of army sup­
plies brought fron1 Salem, and afterward removed to ,v at<'r­
to,n1 •. 

. The church has enjoyed n1any revival:.;, one of the mo~t 
memorable of which occurred in the year 1803. Th~ parish 
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hud beco111e divided in theological sentin1ents. ~.fr. J>renticc. 
. '-" 

who d~ed in February of tlutt year, had preached the general 
_:--y~te1n of religious hPlief that Dr. Channing afterw·ards elah­
ol'at(\d. l'hou~h 1~0 ,,·as· personnl1)· helo,·ed hy the entire 
eo111111unity, son1c of the ehurch did not accept his vie,vs, 
and "·ithdrPw to neighborin!r ehnrehes. Ife ·was .. doubtless, 

• c....,..: ~ ~ 

:--u~tnined hy the 1n:-1jority- of hi:s people! llefore the year 
«:·Iosecl, nn<l Yd1il(\ a 1norc deeided aclYocate of liberal -vie"·8 
·w:1:-; I n·<·:tehi ng as a candidate .. · the younger portion of the 
coug-reg-ation ,vere suddenly uud 111ysteriously n1oved by deep 
religious feeling. 1"'hc incun1hent of the pulpit " .. as not in 
s_yn1pathy with it, and sought to arrest it, ""hereupon, those 
"·ho "·ere a,vakenecl ,Yent fi·om his n1eetiiig to one "·hich a 
fc"· people of the Baptist persuusioi1 had jus~ commenced. 
1''his n1ove1ncnt :1lur1ned the church·; the· candidate ·was re­
l i('vcd fro111 duty ; nnd n pastor wns sought ,vho should be 
:teeeptahlc to the new· clen1ent. lf it he nsked, therefore .. 
"·In· :t ehurch thnt hnd for a full generation heen educnted bv 

... f.... ., 

a pastor ,vho ·was n l~ niturinn in theology, and ":-ns itself proh-
nhly inelined t,) :Lt·eept the san1c fiiith, bec:une so strongly und 
vi:.rorously ortho<lox, the only reply is, th:tt man had Yery 
little to do ·with the u1atter. 1"'he Spirit of the Lord took -it 
into his own keeping and decid()d it. Of later revival~, 
doubtless the\ 1nost 2·e11ernl nnd fruitful one "·ns that in 1X75 .. ,_ 

\\·hen sixty persons united ,vith the church hy profession. 
'fhe ( 1hnreh has heen c:trcful to define its position on vari­

ous in1port:u1t questions. In I~at the 1ne1nhcrs Yotcd unan­
in1ousl.r to re:;.oh·e th~n1s(\lV<'S into n Snhhath .A.ssocintion 
Jmscd on the f<>llcnving n1·ticlc :---BclieYing that ull "·orlclly 
husinc:..;s und tr:n·elling on the Christian Sabbath, except in 
eases of piety. ncce:--sity :uul 1uere.r. :tnd all "·orldly visiting 
and n11111sc1ncnts on that d:1v :ire contr:irv to the divine "·ill .. . . ..... . 

:uul injuriou~ to th<· :-:-oeinl, civil :tnd religious interests of 
1nen. we a!!rcc thnt ,\·c will nhstnin fron1 all such violutionl°' .. 
of the ~nhhath and "·ill cn<lc:tvor to pcr~uadc our fi1n1ilics 
:uul other~ to do the sa1nc.'· 

In 1x3a the chnreh llassed the follo,vin!! vote: ... Belicvin2' 
Lo' ' 

th!tt th<\ con1_n1on use of nrdent spirit is inconsistent "·ith the 
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christian chnracter, ResolYed that ,ve ,vill admit none into 
our body hut those who hold to total al>stinencc fron1 it ex­
cept as a 1nedicinc.~'. .A.s this position ·wus taken in the e~u·ly 
days of the te1nperance refornuttion, it proves that the chureh 
did not fear to he r:ulie:tl. if its conception of it~ duty (•0111-

pelled it to he so. 
Congregational churches, though intlependt•nt in one :-5ense~ 

:tre not so in tlnother; n11<.l this church hns CY(\r culti,·ut~d in­
timate relations ,vith sister churches. ~fhc councils upon 
,vhieh it has been culled to sit have heen 1nultitudinou8. It 
lu1s been summoned to churches far und near, to deliher:itc 
on all sorts of ecclesiastical questions. 1'he most pro1ninent 
of these councils "·as the filmous one ,vhich clisn1issed Jonn­
thun Eclwar<ls of X ortha1npton, "·hieh "~in he noticed 1nore 
:tt len2'th in the suecceding sermon.. ReY. ,, .... illiam Hobln· .. on<~ ,_ \- ~ 

of the o lcl pastors, "·ns csteen1ed a ,vise 111an in his d:ty, n ud 
~o onerous bectnue the demand. for his serYices thnt the 
church voted on one occasion, tbnt, ns they had l >ec-on1e so 
deeply concerned in the difficulties of other chnrche~, they 
,vould not aecept an invitution thnt had hecn sent then1. 
Thut there ,vns "·eight in the Yoiec of the ehnrch appe:lrs 
fron1 the following curious record 111:ulc in the venr 17-!X .. ,.J I 

-~The Second ehureh in lpfnvi~h hei_ng cfi<.\nded ,vith tbc :First. 
nnd having, to no purpose, e1H.lcavor<\d to con1pro1nise th<~ 
1natter, then procct~de:l to nd1nini:-;ter letters of ndn1onitiou. 
,rhieh not Ull$"·cring the designed end, they proposed to sentl 
letters to others: partil'nlnrlr to the 1st ehurch in l{c:tding·. 
( \\'nkefield,) desiring- the1n to lmek or second the :t<hnonition . 
. AccordiJ.1!!lv I lnid t.he n1:-ttter hetor(~ the church .. "·ho .. eon-

·~~ . . 

sidering the iinportaucc of th(~ cn:;e .. desired that the 111ntter 
1ni~ht he dcferretl till the next I.Jor(r s day; ,vhcn, the eon­
sider:ttion of the n1utter hein~· re:;tuned, not seeing sufiieicnt . ~ ' 

reasons to g-rant the prayer of thP petition, they Yot<.~d in tlu• 
ne2"ntivc-:· 'The chureh ,nt~ re:t(h· .. \YlH·n nskPd hv n dnireh 

~ . ~ 

to nssist in settlin:,t its o,,·n difficu1tit•s, to do so ; hut "·ht'll 
asked to intt.\r1ueddl<\ in th<.' afl:tir~ of :n1othl•r ehureh .. it un­
df)rstood ( 'ongreg-ationnli8tn qujt~ too ,v<.~ll to do it .. -:t clt\­
cision resting on principles souutl t•nough to justi(y then1-
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selves even at the present day. Under the pastorate vf l\Ir. 
:Emerson the church was represented upon ~ouncils that in­
stalled D-r. Griffin over the Park Street church, and Dr. 
,visner over the Old South in Boston; ancl that ordained 
the missionaries Hall, Thompson and Parker. ,vithin a few 
yenrs it has been represented upon the_ council that installed 
Dr. Rankin in "\Vnshington, D. C., and upon the Advisory 
Council in Brooklvn .. X. Y. oJ , 

The method of conducting ordinations in early times was 
different . from that pursued now. The candidate preached 
his o,¥n sermon. In the·diary of Judge Se,'fall there is tbis 
entry : .; '.A.ttencled the ordinatiog. of R.ev. Richard Bro,vn 

•• 
:tt Reading. lifr. Bro,Yn preached welt" At an earlier day 

_ )Ir. Pierpont doubtless preached his ow11 sermon, since he 
giYes the name of Dr. Cotton lfather as giring the charge, 
but says nothing about the preacher. ..A.t Mr. Hobby's ordi­
nation Dr. Appleton of Cambridge, a man of note in his day, 
preached the sermon, and 3 7 years later he gave the charg~ 
:tt l\Ir. Prentice's ordination. On that occasion the preacher 
"~as Dr. Adams of Roxbury. ..A.t the close of the entries 
gi~"ing the order of services ,vhen }Ir. Hobby and ~Ir. Pren­
tice ,vere inducted into office, this sentence, in the hand 
"·riting of each, occurs-' '~lay he obtain mercy of the Lord 

'-- . 
to he found faithful." Upon the council that settled }Ir. 
l{euhen Emerson, Rev. Dr. ,, .... orcester of Salem, who proba­
bly preached the sermon, and Re,~. }Ir. Chickering of ,,:---o­
h urn, father of our honored fello,v-member, Rev. Dr. J. ,,Y". 
Chickering, were called. .A..t the ordination of )Ir ... A..lfred ~-
:Emersou, Prof. l{alph Emerson of .. A.qdover Seminary 
preached, and at that of i\fr. Hull, l{ev. Dr .. A .. L. Stone of 
.Boston preuched. .A.t t.hc installation of )Ir. Johnson,· the 
preacher ,vas Prof~_ .A.ustin I>helps of .A .. ndover, and at that of 
the present pastor, l{ev. Dr. :E. X. l(irk preached, and Rev. 
l)r. R. S. Storrs of Braintree 111ade the installing prayer. 

The time allotted to n1e is so far consumed that I must de­
fer to another occasion ,vhat I had intended to say about the 
old ministers of the church. Reserving for that time brief 
sketches of the first eight pastors, I ,vill give the names of aJl 



25 

,vho have been settled here, with the years upon which they 
began 'and ceaset}. to aet, adding notices of the later pastors: 

· Rev. Henry Green, 
Rev. Sa1nuel Haugh, -
l{ev. John Brock, 
Rev. Jonathan Pierpont, 
Rev. Richard Bro,vn, 
Rev. ,vnliam Hobbv, ., 
Rev. Caleb Prentice, 
Rev. Reuben Emerson, -
Hev. ......\lfrecl E1nerson, 
l{ev. ,J ose1)h D. Hult 
l{ev. Joseph B. Johnson .. 
llev. Cha1"les R. Bliss, 

Began. Ceased. 

1645-1648 
1648-1662 
1662-168~ 
1688-170H 
1711-1732 
1733-1765 
1769-1803 
1804-1850 
1845-1853 
1853-185fi 
1K57-18HO 
1X6t 

Rev ... A..lfi"ed Emerson, after a, prosperous 1ninistry of seYen 
and a half years, found his health to be impaired, and re­
si~>11cd. Soon h~ ,Yas invited to heco1ne a Professor in "\V (\St-... _. 

t.~rn RcscrYe College ; nnd after re1naining in thnt position u 
ie\\· yenrs, preferring the duties of n pastor .. he resigned, and 
:;ettlecl in· South Ber,vick, )le. 'rhence he "·ns called to 
Fitchburg in this State, ,vhere he ,Yas highly successful dur­
ing a pu.storatc of t,velve yenrs. Ile no"- 1·esides in Lun­
(·ttster. 

Rev. ~Joseph !) . Hull did not re1n:1in long as pastor. l)if­
ticu1tic8, arisin!! fro1n incongruities between thnt ,vhich "'.":ts 

c.,s '-' 

old and that "Thich "·as young, led hhn to resign at the encl 
of two und a half ):ears. He hecan1e n te:tchcr in Connecti­
t·11t, and in Xe"· 1-ork City, ,,·here he ~till resicles. 

"Hey.• .. Joseph 11 .. Johnson was a successful minister ·,vhile 
here. lie, ho,Yevcr, soon resigned and engnged in husiness. 
l{eturning to the ministry again, he ,vas settled in l..-xhridge~ 
hut soon entered into husiness a second tiine. 1"'he later 
portion of his career has not fulfilled th<" pro1ni:,e of the 
P~trlier. 

· 1>uring the a<l1ninistrntion of these later pnstors, the usa­
ges a.ncl instrun1entalities of the ehur~h hnvc uncle1"gon<· 
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slight changes. The Sabbath School, established in 1818, 
fostered in its first stages l.Jy ::.\Ir. Emerson, became, under 
the superintendence of. Dea ... A.aron llryunt-extending over 
a period of thirty years-un institution of great value. ..AU 
the succeeding pastors have giv·cn it 1v·~rm sympathy, and 
depended much upon it. Prayer 111ectings have received 
great attention, and the causes of Ten1perauce, )lissions, and 
Charity under various forms, have nbsorhed 111uch of their 
time, study and strengih. 

'The church Ju1s adhered to the belief that Deacons should 
be permanent officers ; and, among the forty 111embers ,vho 
have served in that capaci"ty, a large majority have died in 
office. The number of members w·ho ha,·e belonged to the 
church cannot be definitely ascertained, but it exceeds eigh­
teen hundred. Of course I cannot speak of families that 
have from early tin1es hcen identified ,Yith the church ; of the 
S1niths and the Co,v<lreys, the Pnrkers and the S,vu.ins, the 
Harts ancl the Emersons, the Hartshornes :nHl the Pools, the 
,t ... ileys and the Eatons, the Damons, Batrhelders and (.;.oulcls, 
:nHl othel's equally honorable. ,y· c kno,y less of them than ,vc 
,vish ,ve kne,v, yet s0111ethi11g regarding them ren1ains. 
Their highest praise consists in the good "~ork they left be­
hind them. They f ouncl this spot :t ·wilderness ; they left it 
n fruitful field. They "~ere a toiling, careful, frugal people, 
lrbo prized possessions n1uch, hut character 1norc ; ,rho loved 
independence, but gladly uckno,vledcged their dependence 
upon Goel ; ,vho had battles to fight, und in fighting gre,v 
strong. To suppose them destitute of failings ,Yould inYolve u 
grave error; hut it would inYolve n graver one to suppose that 
they did not humbly lan1ent their 1nistakes, and ask God to 
forgive them. They had their conflicts-civil and ecclesiasti­
cal-and, if they contended earnestly for the faith once deliv­
ered to the saints, it can hardly be denied that they sometin1es 
contended for points in which the faith "~us not involved, and 
the temper of the saint ,vas not illustrated. Yet their histo­
ry and work prove that that ""~hich grew out of tl1eir sturdy 
English resolution; that which was personal and l)erhaps 

sometimes opinionated in them,-was, on the whole, subor-
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dinated to that which ,vas christian ancl consecrated to the 
1>ublic good . 

. A .. s we should e~1)ect, some descendants of those early 
families have bccon1e prominent in the world. ,v· c fincl 
in our list of Deacons three of the nan1c of Bancroft-Thom­
:ls, Raha1n ancl Samuel ; they were uU lineal nucestors of ., 

!Ion. George Bancroft, the leading ..:\..1nerican historian . 
.. A.mong our 111()n1hcrs is the honored n:nne of John Bout­
,vell ; he " ... as nn ancestor of llon. Geo. S. Bout,vell, lJ. S. 
Senator from this State. \r ery eurly an1011g our 1ncmhcrs 
occurs the name of Dix ; Ralph Dix " .. as probably an ances­
tor of lion. John .... t\.. Dix, ex-Gov. of :Xc\\·York. One of our 
c:1r1iest Deacons ,vas J ohu Dn1non ; he "·as an ancestor of Dr. 
~- C. Dan1on, no-,,...., and for manyyenrs, 1nissionary at the Sand­
,vieh Islands. 'I'hon1ns J>arker "·ns one of our early deacons ; 
his Puritan orthodoxy ditl not, though his blood did, flo,v in 
the Ycins of Theodore Parker. Thon1ns Eaton was a pro1ni­
ncnt 1ne1nber of the ehurch ; he ,yns an ancestor of Gen . 
.. loseph II. I◄:aton of the r··. ~- .A.r1ny. The lineage of se-v-eral 
n1inisters of note nul_Y be traced into this ehurch. Among then1 
:ire ReY. I>r. ,J:1eob Burnnp of X. fl., ReY. Dr. Aaron Bancroft 
of ,v· orecster, l{ey. Dr. lJro,Yn En1erson of Salem, Rev. Dan­
ie I T<:1nple, n1issionary of the -:\.n1eric:1n Board, Rev. Alfred 
:En1erson of Lancaster .. aud ReY. :Frederick S. ,vnev of N. Y. . ., 

1'hc ehnrch hus receiYed nt different ti111es valuable tokens 
of r()gnr<l ti·o111 its o,Yn 111en1bers. I~egacies have been left it 
hy I>e:1. l~~ndall Pnrker in 17 55, by Tho1nus Burnap in 1773~ 
:~nd hy I h•a .. Aaron l1rynnt in 1870. 'fhe aggregate n1nount 
of th(\se gift~ is no"T $1400, the interest of ,vhich is used for 
the re li(-.f of nu•1nbcrs of the church ,Yho need it, and for 
ehurch exp~nse~. .-:\rtieles of silver pl:1te haYc been given 
hy Ilon ... Atherton llaugh, Lieut. John J>ool, Dea. Xathanicl 
~to"·, J>(~tcr E1nerson, John J>rntt .. Tho1nus Pool, Kendall 
Good,vin, l)e< .... Jonathan T'c111plc, JosPph ]~urnap, Jonathan 
Xicholl:-5, .. loseph Ilopkin~ and l{<'Y. l{euhen }:1nerson. .A. 
ft,,y of the nrtiel(•s \\·<.·re, :-.01ne years since, fin· reasons that 
"""ere <lee1nC'd sufficient, t·hangctl into other forms, but most 
rc1nain ns th~y ,vcrc g·iven, and all nre in the church service. 
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The pleasui·e of going back over the records of a church 
vd1ose history covers so n1any yeurs is no common on~. 
They reveal toil, suffering, joy, prayer, conflict and triumph. 
They uclmit. us .into nIBuy _ ho~es, .. r~v.cal _ th~t s~c1.~et of sonic 
disgrace, :ind expluin "Why, ,vhile some families rose, others 
recede<l. They show how· the prosperity of goo<l. 111en slo"·-
1.Y increased, nncl ho""" successive generations found growing 
strenzth in the sa111e faith. ......\s ,ve read them, ,ve trace in ·- . 

111:inv channels the 2·ood results of the """ord of God. ,v e ., '-' 

sec evidences of incre.asing charity, desire to do right, and 
care in hal:1ncing the scales of Justice ; and the conviction 
gains strength that a Christian Church, stunding by itself, 
,vithout aid fron1 bishops or synods, is fully co1npeteut to 
settle difficulties .. preserve harmony, keep the gospel pure, 
and conunend religion to 111eu. ,,re gain, also, new impres­
sions of the po,,:er for good "'"hich is lodged in the hands· of 
a fc,v christian people. By a "-ise direction of the affairs of 
a church, giving clne honor to the institutions of religion, 
,velco1ning the fi1ithful pr~aching of the gospel, setting 
hefore 1nen an example o.f self:.restraint, generosity, fi·ugality, 
:tnd ( ,hristian honor, they can do 111uch to 1nould that public 
opinion out of "'"hich ,vise Ia,,·s, virtuous habits .. nnd sound 
pr,nciples spring. rfhc ,Yorth of the gospel appears in a nc\\· 
light .. :ind excites deeper fee]ings of confidence and gratitude. 

14 ~ro1n this rapid sketch of the history of this church_ \Ye 
1nay ,vell gain new lessons of fidelity to both God and man. 
,,Thile "~e do not ,vorship our fathers, let us not forget them, 
nor leave incomplete the work they have committed to us. 
Their God is our God. Their ·work is our "'"ork ; and may 
our record be as bright as theirs. 



CONCERNING EIGHT PASTORS. 

EPHESIANS 4, 11-4-4nd lie gave s0111e, a.J_Jostles; ltnd sonie, 
11rophet.t;;; and .r.;oine .. el~angeli.~t.'S .. · and .~1nne .. pcu;tors and 
t eacl,e, ... ~. 

It ,Yas u n1ark of divine ,vi8don1 in Christ that he exalted 
that ,vhich ,v:is interior nnd spiritual, above that ,vhich "'.":is 
exterior and formal. Thoug-h he established a visible church .. ,_ . ., 

he vet so deYised it that its strength should not lie in anv 
~ ~ ~ 

carefully u<ljusted· orders, or in any graded and balanced 
ecclesinstical authority, but rather in the truth of which it 
,vus to be the pillar and the ground. Nevertheless, he did 
not ou1it to provide instruments through whose agency that 
truth should he brought often and effectively to the minds of 
men. ...~postles, prophets, evangelists, pastors ancl teachers. 
led by his spirit and commissioned by his providence, were 
s~ut forth as students of his will, expounders of his la"-, and 
preachers of the good tidings of his graee. 

These terms, used by St. Paul, do not indicate definite and 
distinct ranks in an outward organism, but rather classes of 
teachers, often intermingling ""ith each other, and to be en1-
ployed as the circun1stances of men, or the exigencies of the 
cause, might require their services. There are apostles now. 
if the ,vord be used in its literal sense, to denote those sent 
forth as the Lord's messengers. There are prophets, if the 
word be used in one of its accredited meanings, to refer to 
those skilful to explain the truths of religion. And as for 
pastors and teachers, the church has never forgotten that if 
the gospel is to win the place it deserves in the faith and love 
of mankind, it must have a class of men set apart to declare 
it-men not specially inspired, nor consecrated by the laying 
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on of apostolic hands, nor dependent upon any alliance ,vith 
c:n1:hly pff,v·er, but simply rendered capable by the devo­
tion of tin1e nnd. energies~ to expound the gospeL nnd justi(v 
the ,n1ys of God to 1nen . .. 

The Puritans of Xelv ]~1udand n<.11H·retl ,rith !!Teat fir1nne~s 
'- '---' 

to this conviction. 1~hev estee1ned the 1ninistcr ns, in son1e .., 

respects, the 111ost iinportnnt personage an1ong then1, not be-
<':tusc he assun1ed high prerogatives, nor because his office 
:nvakened their a,ve, but because he ,vns a, more reliable in­
terpreter than others, of the will of Hin1 in obedience to 
whon1 they had crossed the sea. The records of this church 
afford sufficient cvidenee that its founders were abreast ,vith 
their brethren throughout the colony in their devotion to this 
J>uritanic and Christian idea; nnd its history, so far us light 
is thro,vn upon it by the charncter of the 1ninistry it hus sus­
tained, sho,Ys little departure fro111 the ground taken t,to 
hundred and thirty-t,Yo years ago. 

()f this u1inistry I an1 no,v to speak. )Iy plan "·ill include 
hriPf sketehes of the liYcs of the 1irst eight pastors, the last 
of "·hon1 rested fro111 his \\·ork nt nn nd,·anccd n~re, in 1~60. 

~ 

UEY. JIEXHY G RKEX. 

This 11:une stunds :first upon the list. The time and 
place of )Ir. (irecn~s birtl1 are unkno"·n. On arriving 
in th<:' country he first "·ent to ,, ..... aterto"'·n. l3eing a young 
Jlltlll of S('holnrh· hahits_ his scrYiees a~ a teacher "·ere in 

&, , 

requisition. Co111ing to this place as early as the year 1645~ 
thou~d1 not a n1iuistcr_ the ehnreh elected hiin to that office_ ,_ , 

thPrehy as:;crting- at the outset the nnti-prelntical principle, 
to 1naintuiu ,vhich they hnd left tlH·ir natiYe land. The proof 
of this state1ncut is fountl in Johnson\; '' ,,r onder "\Vorking 

~ 

Providence." SkPtching the origin of this church, he says-
.... Tl1e people ordained a Jn[n-i . .,f(:r fro1n arnon!J theJn.~elves-a 
young 1na11 of good abilities and very Innnble behavior .. hy 
the nnmc of Green."* Xo aceount of his ordinntion ~xists, 

C•>tton :\father~ in his l\Jagnalia, Yvl. 1, Page 2u;includcs Mr. Grct!n :1rno11g tho~ wlw 
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but l)robably, after the primitive 111ethod, the Deacons of the 
church laicl tl~eir hands upon hhn, and solemnly set him apart 
to be their minister. The ti1ne of his service ,vus short, 
tor in three years he died. The place of his hurinl is douht­
lcss neur us, hnt the exact spot is not kno"·n. 

HEY. SA)ll.7EL IIAl:'GH. 

)Ir. Haugh ,vas born in Boston, England, in 1H20, and 
c:une to this country in 16H4. His father, Hon .. Atherton 
}laugh, "ras a. n1an of son1e note, having been 111ayor of 
Boston, Eng., and cttmo to our Boston us one of the 
Colonial Assistants. rlc accompanied his pastor, l{cv. l ohn 
(.;otton ; and though a pillar of the first church in -Boston, he 
,vas u. disciple of .... .\.nnc Hutchinson. Tradition, ho,Yevcr, 
does not say that the preaching of the son disseminated 
here the antinomian heresy. The son entered the fir8t class 
in Hnrvard College, hut did not graduate. ,,~ith other board­
ers in the f:.in1ilv of a )Ir. Xuthitniel Eaton., in Cnn1hrid!!e .. 

•· I \,,._,.. ~ 

he was subjected to seYcre discipline nnd short rations, and, 
having 1nudc complaint to the nuthorities, a suit .. ,rhich ,\·us 
carried to the C¾cncral Court anu occasioned not a little dis­
turhancc, ,vas the consequence; :ind one ,vriter adduces this 
as the l)robablc cause of his failure to take a <le0-rec. Ile 

~ 

this as it may, t~1c account of the affi1ir ·whieh is given :tt 
length in a confession of :\Irs- }:aton, wl1ieh "\\ ... inthrop th•­
tails in his history, excites :t good deal n1ore sy111pathy tor 
the boarder than for the host. 

::\Ir. Huugh began his ministry here in lH-!8 .. hut, i?! accord­
ance ,vith a practice then com1non und pursued long i1fter­
,vt1.rd, he ,vas not ordained till t,yo years later. The church 
then nu111hcrecl a.bout tw·cnty 111en1bcrs, an<l had just coni­
pletetl its first })lace of ,vorship on .A.lbion street. }Ir. 
Haugh, ,vho ""as a n1an of ,·realth, having property in l1os-

"exercised their ministry first in England,., and 1.>rougl1t the gospel to t11is country. A~, 
bowever, lie gi\'es no facts about his had11g preached in Englan<l. and as lie knew so little 
of him as to be ignorant of his first name, it is probable that l1is judgment was based mtht-r 
on a sun:nise than a kuown fact. 
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ton, Cambridge, and Braintree, owned and occupied the 
ground on which the town hall and adjacent buildings now 
st.and. The service of Mr. Haugh continued twelve y~ars. 
Being in attendance upon the memorable synod which was 
held in Boston in 1662, he was seized with disease, and died 
in that city, at the age of forty-two. 

We have from his pen nothing save his will, which is given 
:it length in the town history, and a few pages in our church 
records. He was master of a very delicate style of penman­
ship, of which, howeYer, if the reader would obtain the mas­
tery, he must be very }latient ancl some,vhat inventive. 
Some of the entries made by him, while sho,ving a zeal for 
church order and purity, might be thought to betray undue 
care for ministerial dignity. ''High and ill language given 
to the Pastor," and i;uspicions that certain young men 
''laughed and jeered at the l\linister," and an ''offensive libel 
1nade nnd published by singing it," "'"ere, in his view, ade­
quate reasons for resorting to discipline. His station in life, 
perhaps, made his· ears too susceptible to possible slights. 
llis style of expressing his thoughts "'"as Yery accurate and 
pleasing, and the spirit by which he "·as actuated see1ns to 
have been n devoted one. 

REY •. JOHN Bl?OCK. 

'The successor of ~Ir. Haugh "·as Rev. John Broek, ,vho 
hecnme possessed not of his pulpit alone. L~pon nn early 
page of the records ,ve read this entry in his hand ·writing­
" ',John Brock, called hy the church to officiate among then1 
nfter lfr. Ilaugb's <leceasc at Boston, und dismissed to the1n 
from the l>cdham church, "·as joined to then1 the Lord's day 
before ordi~ation, and XoY. Ia, 1662, he ,vas ordained, and 
the day after, he "'"as n1arried to llrs. Sarah Haugh, a wido,v 
indeed." :\Ir. Haugh had diecl less than six months before. 
,,:' e are not enlightened as to the reusons ''"'hich led l\Irs. 
IIaugh ·to content herself ,vit.h so short a ,vido,vhood, though 
we can easily see why she clid not reject the advances of such 
a man as Mr. Brock. Alone of all the pastors of this church_ 



he has a1Tived at the distinction of· having his name quoted, 
and peculiarities described, in Cyclopredias and histories. 
Rev. Cotton l\Iather ,vrote a sketch of his life ; and other writ­
ers, and especially the compilers of the Encyclopredia of 
Religious Kno,v ledge, have made. copious extracts from it. 
::b"'or the purpose of giving a glimpse of the ,,,..riter of the 
sketch as ,vell as the · subject of it, I ·will quote some of 
its characteristic para6lTaphs: "Designing to ,vrite the lives 
of some learned men ,vho have heen the issue and the honor 
of Harvarcl College, let my reader he rather admonished than 
scandalized, if the first of these lives exhibit one w-hose 
goodness w·as above his learning, and ,vhose chief learning 
,vas his goodness. If any one had asked Rev. John Brock 
,vhat a1't he pursued, he might truly s::ty-')ly art is to be 
good.' He ,vas a good grammarian chiefly in this-that he 
still spoke the truth from his heart. He was a good logician 
chiefly in this-that he presented himself unto God with a. 
reasonable service. He was a good arithmetician chiefly in 
this-that he so numbered his days as to apply his heart 
unto ,visdom. He ,vas a good ast1·onomer chiefly in this­
that his conversation was in heaven. It ""as chiefly by being 
a good Christian that he "'."as a good artist." "Good men,'' 

L,; <.,...; 

he continues, ''that labor and abound in prayer to the 
great God,· sometimes arrive at the assurance of a particular 
faith for the good success of their prayers. The wondrous 
meltings, the mighty wrestlings, the quiet waitings, the holy 
resol,·es, that are characteristic of a pa1·ticular faitlt, are the 
,vorks of the IIoly Spirit. Eminent ,vas ~Ir. Brock for this 
grace." Ile then gives several exan1ples of direct, immedi­
ate, and special ans,vers to i\Ir. Brock's prayers. Other men 
,vrot.e of him in the san1e strain, declaring that he ''lived as 
near God as any man on earth.'' 

Several items in the records illustrate his earnest Christian 
spirit. He speaks as if ·with conten1pt of a certain difficulty 
het,veen brethren, resulting in their ''falling into a quarrel­
ling passion over a fe,v cocks of hay." He labors to raise 

• 
the tone of piety, and enters heartily into the plans of 
the ministers to hold the churches up to the primitive 
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standard. It was, however, in his pastorate, and by his 
coun$el, that the mischievous half ,vay covenant ,,as intro­
duced into this church. Yet it was then an untried measure, 
and one into which the churches felt themselves to be driven;· 
and they who see its disastrous results have no right toques­
tion either the integrity or the judgment of those ,vho, hav­
ing no light of experience to guide then1~ followed the best 
light they had. 

)Ir. }{rock ,vas born in Stradbrook, Eng.; graduated .at 
I {arvard ; preached at the Isles of Shoals ; and came hither in 
1662. He died in 1688, after a pastorate of twenty-six years, 
at the age of sixty-eight. 

RE\'· .. JON.ATHAX PJERPO:NT .. 

1"he fourth pastor, ,Yas born in l{oxbury, in 1665; gradu­
ated at Harvard in 1685 ; was for a while tutor there ; and 
was ordained here in 1689. T\"\'.'"o yea.rs later, at the age of 
twenty-six, he married ; and it illustrates both the custom of 
the time, and his ow·n filial spirit, to say that he did not take 
that important step till he l1ad asked the consent of his 
parents. 

The few records "?hich l\Ir. J>ierpont left of himself show 
that he was a man of clear 1nind, precise habits, and a. deeply 
religious spirit. That he "~as a 1nan of more thau ordinary 
IJower in the pulpit, 111ay fairly be inferred from the fact that 
he received at least five calls before accepting that fron1 this 
church. A circumstance that had ·weight in finally leading 
him here, existed in the fact that, being present at the funeral 
of ~1r. Brock, and seeing the deep affection of the people 
for hhn, he formed a high estimate of the1n. llr. Pierpont 
,vorked effectively not alone as a preacher. Con1ing hither 
on the 28th of N ovemher, he appointed a fast for the _<ith of 
Decemher, another for February 27th, another for l\fay 29th; 
and on the 26th day of June, after a preparation of that sort, 
he was ordaine.d as pastor. Like his predecessor, he was a 
b~liever in prayer, and made frequent appointments of 
prayer meetings ,vith members of his own church and with 
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neighboring ministers. It is a mistake to suppose that 
prayer meetings are only a modern practice in our churches. 
There were fe,ver stated ones forn1erly, yet, prayer meetings 
were common, at least in ~Ir. Pierpont's pastorate. Instances 
are given in· the town history. .A.nother is furnished me by 
the pastor of the church in Danvers, l\:Ir. l{icc, from the 
diary of one of his predecessors. R.ev. Joseph G·reen v.'."'rites, 
under date of ~July 2d, 1708, as follo,-rs: "l "·ent ,vith B. 
Putnam to Reading (\V. akefielcl), to Dea. Fitches, to spend 
the day in prayer for him, he being almost blind, an~d old 
l\!Ir. ,,r eston quite blind, aud other disconsolate and deaf. 
llr. Pierpont began; I prayed ; Dea. ·Fitch, Landlord Putnam 
and Dea. Bancroft then sun!! the 1-!oth Psalm ; and I con-.._., 

eluded ,vith a short prayer and a blessing.'' That the pastor 
of this church should secure the co-operation of a min~ster 
liYing eight 1niles :nvay, and spend hours in prayer, to giYe 
religious help antl.co1nfort to a fe",. old, deaf, blind and di~­
consolate people .. is a fact that sheds a good deal of light 
upon the n1otiYes nncl character of the n1an. Yet this "·as 
not an .isolated occurrence.. hut rather an illustration of a 
-practice eommon ,Yith ~ e,\. l~ugland pastors of the period. 
Indeed, in a subsequent pnstorate, fifty years later, there is 
an aecount in our records of the assen1bling of several minis­
ters herf', to pray "·ith a 1uan an<l his ·wife ""ho hud "fallen 
into an 'enthusiasticall' state of 1nind. ·· 

The death of ::\Ir. Pit'rpont, in 170H, ,vas regarded as a pub­
lic calamity, und "·u:5 n1entioued in ter1ns of great regret i.n 
the dinries of pron1incnt n1en i1! Boston and else,vherc. He 
,Yas but forty-four year~ old.. and hnd heC'n pttstor t""enty 
vears . ., 

REY. RICHAlU> UROWX. 

Born in ~e,Ybury in 1675, nnd graduated at 1-Iur,rard in 
1697, )Ir.- llro"·n hec:tme an instructor in hi:, nntive to,vn in 
l 700~: and continued in that ealling eleYt'll years, " .. hen he 
ca1ne to this plnec. He ,n1:-- ordninc<l the uext y<'nr. and dis­
c~hargcd the duties_ of his_ offl~~ t\\·enty ~·eur~ .. <ly~ng in 1732" 
at the age of fifty-seven. 
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The most quaint and peculiar records in our church ·· book 
are from his pen. His accounts of the establishment of a 
singing school, and of his anxiety to proceed in strict le~l 
methods in church meetings, and of vnrious matters of disci­
pline, reveal him to us as a careful, perhaps whimsical, active 
and progres~iv-e man. IIis diary confirms this general im­
pression, and leads U8 to infer that his feelings ,,ere devout 
and vigorous, though son1etin1es escaping the eontrol of 
sound judgment. Ile had been here eight years -when he 
copied the ancient covenant fro111 records that are nO'\V incon1-
plete ; and the church solemnly rene,ved it. }'ron1 the list 
of men1bers then 1nade, we learn that the church-which 
theu covered the territory embraced in the to,Yns of )Ielrosc'.' 
Stoneham, Readiug, North Reading·, ,vihnington and Lynn­
field-nun1bered 236. ,, .. "ithin t,velYe years from that tiiuc, 
however, three churches "~ere formed chiefly fro1n its n1em­
hership-those of Lynnfield, X orth Reading and Stoneha1n­
a.nd the number ren1aining 1yns 184. ::\Ir. Bro,vn, the_reforc, 
,vas pastor ,v-hen the church reached its 1nost extended influ­
ence, and sent out three of its five colonies. 

The last entry in ::\Ir. Bro,vn's diary i~ eh:n·,1eteri:..tic of the • 
man, and ,vith it I ,vill close 1ny sketch of hi111. "·Sept. 12. 
171H. I an1 this dny forty-four years old, and ha,·c receiYed 
fro111 God 44,000 n1ercies, for ,vbich I have n1ude hut poor 
returns. The Lord pardon, and 1nake n1e thankful. I do 
humbly rene"r my love with God this duy, and give n1yself 
to him-1ny whole self-and ~·esolvc thnt hy hi8 ~race I ,vill 
labor to live more closely ,vith him.!'' 

Before proceeding to speak of the three succeeding pas­
tors, a fe"· ren1arks of a general nature may "·ell he made. 
:Each of the pastors of this church had his spceiul rounds of 
duty to fulfil ,vithin the bounds of his O'\Vll pnrish ; hut they 
"·ere all in sympathetic connection ,vith n1en outside their 
o,vn field, antl keenly alive to those general religious influ­
ences which, as every one kno,vs, at times encouraged, and 
at other times almost convulsed, the churches of New :Eng­
land. It was, therefore, wholly natural that their position 
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on ·certain questions, both of polity and theology, should be 
affected by external influences. Doubtless the :first two pas­
tors accepted the doctrines that none should be allow·ed to 
vote in public matters but church _members, ancl none should 
he allowed to join the church save such as had been con­
verted and baptized. But when numbers of moral and in­
dustrious men came to the colony, and, because not mem­
bers of the church, could not vote, though paying as liberally 
as others toward the support of both civil and religious 
institutions ; and when many children of church members 
were in like n1anner and for the same cause disfranchised, 
great changes of opinion upon the points in question took 
place. And the third pastor of this church, in obedience to 
the advice of the Synod of 1662, counselled an abandonment 
of the old ground, to such an extent as to affirm that a man 
of moral life might become a member of the church so far 
as to possess the right to have his children baptized-:which 
'l"ould carry with it civil rights-by sitnply declaring his ac­
cept.'lnce of the religion of the Bible, ,Yithout believing him­
self, or being believed by others, to be a, conYerted n1an. 
Rev. John Brock, when he thanked (iod that this church 
had unanimously approved that doctrine, ,Yus under the influ­
ence of external opinions, an<l acting in concert ,vith the lead­
ing minds of the colony ; antl he did not foresee that the plan 
,vhose adoption seemed to cull for gratitude ,vould result in 
the admission of many to the church who could not cive a 

' ~ 

heartfelt adhesion to Puritan doctrines, nor syn1pathize with 
the religious life that had been nourished under them. But 
laborious and earnest Christian men ahvays tlo more good 
than harm, and, if in some respects they fail, God appoints 
to them successors, ,vho, sust."lined by the good transmitted to 
then1, are better able t-0 withstand the evil. It was so in this 
church. If in the middle of the seventeenth century one 
pastor erred, in the middle of the eighteenth another was 
sent to rectify the error. 



38 

REY. ",.ILLIAl\l HOBBY. 

The sixth pastor, and in son1e respects the ablest 1nan who 
has ever ministered here_ ,\\·as ReY. "\V .. illiam Hobbv. He ., 

,Yas horn in Boston in 1707; graduated at Harvnrd in 1725; 
settled here in 1733 ; and died after a 1ninistry of thirty-t,vo 
vears, in 1765, at the age of fifty-eight. 

Judged by his ""'ritings, he was a man of clear und vigor­
ous understanding, extensive reading, strong purposes, and 
a devout spirit. Tradition says of hin1 that he had a high 
opinion of ministerial dignity ; w:1s somew·hat pompous ; 
":-ore a big wig and large knee buckles ; and ,vns hau2·htv 

~ "' '--' .._, .J 

and reserved. This mav be true, hut it should be considered 
' ~ 

in connection with ,Yell-kno,Yn facts about X c,Y England 
'--' 

society of that period. vYhen royal g-oYcrnor~ occupied the 
executive ehair in Boston, and His lf:1jesty's officers dis­
ported the1nselves in the higher social <.·ireles of the province_ 
and scions of nohility were possessing the1useh-es of lnnded 
estates to found fi1n1ilies, there ,Yns n. strong· tcndPney in all 
the towns to break np soeiety into grades. rfhe more ,Yealthy 
and intelligent, ,vith the 1ninister, finined one grade; nnd .. 

t_..,. ~ 

as there "·ere no inherited privileges to nssist the1n in pre-
sen·ing their superiority, they sought to keep the semhlance 
of it '.hy 1·ulcs of etiquette, distinetiYe dress, and reserYed 
manners. This was, therefore, rather the fault of society 
than of individuals. But if :\fr_ Hobbv "\\·n:-- l"('~erve<l, his ., 
reser,·c "·as not assu1ned to conceal izuorance_ or ~hie]<l indo-

L' ' 

Jenee. Jlc ,v:1s a thorough student, an apt nnd nhl<~ "Titer_ 
nnd an effective public speaker-

In the year 1741, ,llev. George ,vhitefiel<L iu his tour 
through the country, stopped in this to"·n and preached on 
the comn1on- ~fr_ Ilobbv heard him., nnd contessc<l that "he .. 
,vent to pick n hole in "\\7hiteficld's eo:1t, hut that th<· preaeher 
pieked one in his h~nrt :' Ile' :it onct• espoused the eau~e of 
\Yhitefie]d .. and entered ,n1r1u]y into the <'OntroYcrs,- "·hich 

' ~ ~ 

followed the seeond Yisit to ..,\n1erien. of thnt nnuous mun. 
rrhc first visit had been '\\-elco1ned hv all C'lassc~: hut the sec-

~ -
ond "·as the signal for the outbreaking of u11 opposition as 
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violent as it ""as unaccountable. )Vhe}her, during the four 
years elapsing bet,veen the first and the second, it had been 
discovered that the doctrines preached hy 1Vhitefield "-ere -not 
harmonious ,vith those held by many of the n1inisters, or 
fi·om son1e other cause, it ,Yas cYidently dctern1incd that his 
path should be a rough one. Harvard College, though it had 
hef ore welcomed him, no"· eut~red the lists ngainst hi 111. Iler 
:F1aculty puhli~hed their noted ''Testhnony /' ,vhich ·was as re­
markable for what it did not contain as for ,vhat it did. It~ 
,vriters had little to say in reproof of the lo"- state of religion, 
hut much in conden1nution of the !)reacher "~ho sought to stir 
up the churches. They asked for peace, but did not seem to 
suspect that, through the half-"·ay covenant, many might 
have entered the churches, and some the ministry, "·ho """ere 
unconverted, and would naturally be excited on hearing their 
religion called in question. They fell into the 1nistake of 
condemning as a cause of divisions and heartburning5, ,vhnt 
was onlv an occasion of the1n; and, ,Yhile vVhitcfield ,vas 

"' 

striking at the cause, they struck at hin1. )1any 1ninisters 
joined them. .1.\..ssociations c1nuh~ted then1 in publishing each 
its "Testhnony." Dr. Chauncey, pastor of the 1st church in 
Boston, uot only ,vrote, but travelled-Yisiting- at least four 
of the provinces, to counsel und ,varn the churches~ Con­
necticut passed la,vs· forbi<lding a 1ninister, if uninvited, to 
preach in the pulpit of another; und Dr. Finley, after,vard 
President of Princeton College, ,vas actually carried. out of 
that jurisdiction as a vagrant, for breaking those l,l\VS. 

But v·Vhitefield ,vas not "·ithout friends ; and one of the 
strongest and poldest of these ,vas the pastor of this church. 
He w-rote a long, able uncl vigorous pan1phlet in his defence. 
He took up the salient points in the various attacks upon 
hin1, ancl, in excellent ten1per, ,vith some "·it and great acute­
ness, turned them against his assailants. :\Iany of his pa.ra­
graphs are " .. ell ,vorth transcribing ; a f e"· of them are as 
follows: 

"Does he not preach the same ~"'aith, the same Lord, the 
same Baptism? It is true, indeed, he is in labors more abun­
dant, in zeal more flaming, and in success more remarkable. 
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.... '-\.nd this it · is which . has made such an uproar, opened the 
n1ouths of the profane, filled the secret hypocrite with indig­
nation and ,vrath, and, I fear, stirred up the corruptions of 
n1any a good man. Such evils as these, as they ever ,verc, 
so I doubt not they ever will be, the close followers of enliv­
ened zeal and animated piety. . . It is granted thnt 
our Saviour came to set up a ne-\Y religion, and that "~e are 
Christians. But is the Teligion of Christ a n~,v nan1e, or u 
ne"r nature? If only a new name, I can hardly persuade 
1nyself that the devil ,vould have made such au opposition to 
it. It ,vould not greatly displease hin1 to have J e,vish n1en 
and heathenish }Jraciices baptized by a ehristian name. If 
the christian religion be a new nature, I humblv conceive 

~ ~ 

that it will stir up the resentment of hell at one time as well 
as another." 

Replying to the charge that Jir. lVhitefield had said that 
1nany ministers ,vere, })erhaps, unconverted men, he says:­
·'l do not know of any tendency "·hich sueh a reflection 
ought to have in relation to 1ninisters, unless to quicken our 
,vatchfulness, excite us to self exan1ination, and bring us to 
resolve with the philosopher, who said-'l ,vill so live that 
none will believe n1y enemies.~ .... t\..s to any that have ques­
tioned the state of their 1ninisters, n1erely on such expres­
sions of l\Ir. ,vhitefield, I never met the n1an. It is true, I 
grant, ,vhen men have known their ministers load l\Ir. "\Vhite­
tield with hard censures and severe invectives ; ,vhen they 
have seen them bar their pulpits against him, ,vhich were 
open to poor miserable creatures, ,vhile to then1 he appears 
to preach tl?-e truth as it is in Jesus, and to be himself a kind 
of living gospel-while this, I say, has been the case, many 
have been brought to question the state of their ministers­
and I do not wonder at it. If llr. "\\rhitefield has insinuated 
the idea that some ministers were unconverted, why need 
they pave the ·vray to the proof of it. He is not half so faulty 
as some who, by their own virulence, have produced evi­
dence for their own condemnation." 

After admitting that most of the ministers were good men, 
he says:-
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''ln a ,vord, hO"wever honorably the clergy in. general 
deserve to be spoken of, yet so many of them are of the con­
trary character that I think Mr. "\Vhitefield excusable ·while 
he expresses his fears about an unconverted ministry ; and, 
,vhile others are manifesting their angry resentments, I take 
this opportunity to express my gratitude to him for his con­
cern about the ministers of Christ's kingdom, which I hope 
has heen no dis-service to me." 

He acknowledges that lfr. 1'1 ... hitefield has foibles, but asks: 
'' Shall I condemn a man because he is not perfect? God 

honors him, notwithstanding his impe1fections, and, there­
fore, so ,vould I. In a word, I would do by him as God does 
by sinful men-damn the sin, but glorify the sinner." 

Towards the close of his pamphlet he concedes the posses­
sion of proper motives to the n1en who had arraigned White­
field, but adds-

" I hope they will pardon me if I express my fears that the 
measures they are taking to prevent schisms, disorders and 
separation8, will be most likely to promote them. If I had 
aimed at the greatest confusion in my own church, I would 
have kept l\ir. "\'Vhitefield at a distance; but, as my pulpit has 
ever been, and shall ever be, open to him, we are, so far as 
I can learn, free from all danger of confusion." 

Theological controversies often become more heated, and 
theological divisions become more marked, by causes that are 
not strictly theological. The so-called Unitarian controversy 
had for its source a radical diversity of theological opinion; 
but he who studies it carefully, in its rise and history, will 
assign a place of no slight importance to the quarrel over 
)Vhitefield, as one of the agencies that, by embittering men 
against each other, and setting their supposed differences in a 
stronger light, paved the way for the disruption that follow­
ed. The fear expressed by Mr. Hobby ,vas verified. The 
measures taken to prevent schisms, disorders and separations, 
pr<>moted them. 

The pamphlet from which I have quoted provoked heated 
1~eplies, in contrast with which, it was a high-toned and manly 
paper. Its author wasted no time in controversy. His 
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church, in common with many others, passed through a sea­
son of unprecedented religious awakening, which, doubtless, 
engrossed all his strength. "\Vhen the fervor of that revival 
had passed away, and the charge continued to be repeated that 
the whole work ,vas one of enthusiasm, he wrote, preached 
and published, a series of sermons designed to refute, indi­
rectly, that charge. I will q note a few ,vords from the pref­
ace to that book. 

''l\f ultitudes at present see1n to think it religion enough to 
be no enthusiasts ; an<l others seem to look upon it as an 
atonement for, if not a consecration of, the vilest profane­
ness, to level it against the enthusiast. In which task enthu­
siasm seems to be as little understood as it is admired; and, 
therefore, the soundest principles, the best regulatecl zeal, se­
riousness in conversation, and strictness of life, are ln-anded 
,vith the uan1e, and share deeply the fate of the rankest 
enthusiasm." 

The volume itself is on the ''Duty of Self Examination," 
:incl portions of it are every way worthy of re-publication. 

During these eventful years of his ministry, l\-Ir. Hobby ob­
tained a reputation not only for soundness in doctrine, but 
for great prudence in l)ractical matters, and ,vas called to a 
very large number of Councils. The n1ost noted of these 
were two which assen1hlecl at Northampton, in the years 17 50 
and 1751. 

The name of Jonathan Ed"~ards is honorecl "~herever re­
n1arkable intellectual po"~er and high personal worth are rec­
ognized. Though more than a hundred years have passed 
since his death, he stands without a peer au1ong .A.merican 
theologians. But his evangelical convictions ,vcll matched 
his strength of intellect ; and it was o,ving to his preaching 
and writings, more than to those of any other man, that the 
ancient life of the churches was re-enkindled. Nevertheless, 
the best intentions and the noblest service do not always 
save men from the hostility of others. ~Ir. Edwards preached 
that only regenerate persons _shoulq come to the communion. 
His people denied the truth of the position. He insisted; 
they became angry, and demanded that he should leave them. 
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He offered to submit the question to a council, on one condi­
tion. · ~\s the churches immediately about Northampton were 
thought to sympathize ,vith his church against him, he asked 
that t,vo.,_churches from a distance n1ight he sumn1onecl. To 
this condition his people at first demurred, but ut length con­
sented, and this church ,vas one of the two ehosen hv hin1 . ., 

The church accepted the inYitation, and :\Ir. I-Io}:>by 
,vas acco1np:1niecl hy Dea. Sa1nuel · Bancroft ns Delegate.* 
There was but one course for the Council to take. The feel­
ing against :\Ir. Ed,vards was a tempest, an<l they could only 
advise him to retreat before it. S01ne of his friends publish­
ed a protest against the result ; ,,·hich having been assailed, 
)Ir. Hobby w-rote antl. publish<:'d a defence of it. .l\.. year 
IJassed away. The friends of )Ir. :Edwards in Xo1·thampton 
urged him to gather them into another church. Ile consent­
ed to leave the question to a council. This church was again 
sun1moned; and Nlr. Hobby, ,vith Dea. Bancroft and Den. 
Brqwn as Delegates, ngain Yisited that town. The project 
did not see1n to the council a "~ise one ; and ~Ir. Edwards 
~oon ·went upon his n1ission to the Stockbritlge Indians, fron1 
,vhich ·he ,vas called to the presidency of Princeton College. 
Had }Ir. }lobby possessed the privilege of choosing an earth­
ly honor, he could scarcely haYe desired a higher one than 
that of being the trusted adviser aud friend of Jonathan Ed­
,vards. 

)fr. !lobby ,vas ~1 man of much native shrewdness ; and 
many passages in his writings illustrate this quality. Among 
the incidents of him that tradition has handed clown through 
a century and a quarter, is the f ollow·ing : He ,vas the pos­
sessor of a fine orchard ; and th<' boys, neither respecting his 
rights, nor awed by his dignity, appropriated the fruit. One 
Sabbath morning he surprised his people by delivering him­
self in this manner-"1 a1n not going to have any 1nore of 
my apples stolen; and, to prevent it, I hereby give full liber-

•See, in the part of this volume containing an account of the Conuuemorath·c Gathering, 
a letter from Hon. Geo. Bancroft, relating to Dea. Samuel Bancroft. 

See also. for authority for statement., regarding Mr. Hobby, and other statements made 
above, Tracts in Boston Atbenreum, Amerkan Register, and Ghden on Co11gregationalism. 
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ty to every person in the parish to take what he wants."··'_ It 
is needless to say that the parson's apples found their way to 
their rightful owner afterward. 

That lir. Hobby was a diligent observer of the tendencies 
of theological speculation of his time, and feared the result, 
is very evident. : His refusal to sit upon councils, unless he 
was·personally acquainted with the candidates for ordination, 
proves this. But there is other proof, in a curious document 
which he wrote to his people, to be read by them after his 
death. ..A .. voice from the grave, upon the qualities to be 
sought in a new minister, he thought would have an empha­
sis quite too great to be disregarded. .A. fe,v sentences from 
that production are as follo~s-"Don~t judge of a minister 
as you do of a bell, hy mere sound ; watch narrowly his 
preaching. Take heed what ye hear. Examine whether his 
preaching be close, pungent and particular, or only large, 
vague and general ; whether by bringing in bad priu~iples he 
do not corrupt and endanger your souls, or whether he ·do 
not cunningly conceal his principles for the present, that he 
and his bad principles may creep in unawares together. Re­
ligion, I am confident, will be likely to live, ns those doc­
trines ,vhich for distinction's sake are called C1alvinistic, live, 
or so die as they die. Guard against precipitnn<·y. Take 
time, and you will not only do it better, but do it sooner. I 
solemnly charge you, as from eternity, that you do not lift 
up your hands suddenly for any man." 

I have said that l\ilr. Hobby was a n1an of ·vigorous mental 
powers, and of much natiYe shrewdness; he ,vas ulso a man 
of deep emotional nature. Some of the entries in the church 
record prove this ; but it is more fully sho,vn in n published 
sermon ""hich he preached in his o,vn church, before a regi­
ment then about to march to Canada against the French. 

'-' 

The regiment was commanded by Col. Ebenezer Nichols-a 
·member of this church-and composed in part. of the young 
men of the congregation. He commenced his address to then1 
in these words-''My dear Brethren and beloved Children ( 
-and then he ,pours out his heart in affectionate desire~ for 
them. 
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. The .last years ·of }lr. Hobby's life were burdened with 
disease. He ,vas laid aside from preaching, and suffered 
great pain. It was not strange that his people thought it 
desirable to settle a colleague with him ; nor was it strange 
that, when he heard of it, he took it amiss, and expressed 
his feelings in a letter more emphatic than cautious. The 
letter, however, which is still extant, if sharp at the begin­
ning, is kind at the close, and the records of the parish show 
entire friendship toward him. The following inscription 
n1ay be read upon his tomb stone. "Learned, vigilant, 
faithful, he was a preacher of the word of God deservedly 
commended for his pure evangelical doctrine, replenished 
with erudition and piety,- together ,vith solid judgment and 
eloquence. Being at length worn out with studies, and with 
most acute pain of long continuance, and calmly resting on 
the will of his Almighty Friend, and earnestly pointing to 
his heavenly home, he breathed out his soul into the hands 
of his Saviour." 

REV. CALEB PRENTICE. 

llr. Prentice, born in Ca1ubridge in 17 44, ,Yas the seventh 
pastor. Graduating at Harvard, he spent some time there as 
Librarian, and was installed here Oct. 2;3, 1769. He died 
Feb. 7, 1803, having been pastor here thirty-four years. 

It seems to be according to a customary working of Provi­
dence, that leanings of opinion in one direction shall he fol­
lowed and balanced by leanings of opinion in an opposite 
direction. It certainly cannot be said to violate the provi­
dence of Go~, that, in the town of :Franklin, so long under 
the dominant influence of Dr. Emmons, ,vho had the least 
possible sympathy with Universalism, one of the most flour­
ishing schools of that denomination has sprung into life. The 
same idea received an illustration when, in the pastorate of 
this church, ~Ir. Hobby ",.as followed by ::\Ir. Prentice. llr. 
Hobby had been brought into antagonism with the college 
from which he graduated ;-}Ir. Prentice was presumed- to be 
in full sympathy "ith the college on the questions at issue. 
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~Ir. Hobby adhered strenuously to the ancient doctrines of 
the Puritans ;-!Ir. Prentice accepted the n1odified doctrines 
,vhich have since developed into lTnitarianism. l\lr. Hobby 
,Yas a great advocate _of revivals, und labored to pro1notc 
then1 ;-J\Ir. Prentice · does not see~ to have helieved in 
them, and trusted rather to the gradual effect of truth. In 
short, they were upon opposite sides of the questions ""hich 
vexed the churches during well nigh a century. Yet, a care­
ful study of their lives, so far as we possess the means to 
pro~ecute such a study, will show them to have been equally 
conscientious, laborious and faithful. If there was that in 
the preaching of :\Ir. Prentice ,~·hich, judged by orthodox. 
standards, ,vould lJc likely in the course of years to make re­
ligion less vital and controlling, it ~vas son1ething that did not 
seem to n1ar his personal piety, or n1ake less urgent his desire 
to commend religion to men. If we assume to say that he 
had embraced, and ·was ",.ont to preach, such vie,vs of truth 
n.s tended to undermine certain essential <loctrines, ,ve must 
also say that, judged by any standards which ,Ye have a 1·ight 
to apply, he was a devoted Christian minister. There is 
very. slight evidence to be found in the church records, that 
his views differed, in any respect, from those of his predeces­
s, .. r. The practice of requiring from each candidate for ad­
n1ission to the church, a relation of his experience, 1vas sus­
pended during his ministry, though the ground for the inno­
Yation is not stated. If it was upon the ground, insisted 
upon by some, that it transcends the right of a church to ex­
amine the evidence for or against the fact of conversion in 
any c~se, the change indicated an important divergence of 
Yiew from that of all his predecessors. That there may have 
been other reasons is indicated by the fact that no other 
change ,vas introduced. · The strong Calvinistic creed adopt­
ed a short time before his settlement, ,vas left unmodified. 
The Catechism ,\·as diligently taught, as fe,v teach it no,Y. 
Sermons and lectures ,vere carefully prepared, and vigorously 
preached. 

It was the fortune of l\Ir. Prentice to be pastor during 
the Revolutionary war; and, having ~armly espoused the 
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patriotic side, he marched in the ranks, musket in hand, to 
the battle of Concord. 

Simultaneously "~ith his entrance upon his ministry here, 
the Old South Church in Reading· withdrew, taking eighty­
eight members, among whom ,vere some of the strongest pil­
lars of the church, aBd leaving the new pastor to grapple 
,vith the discouragement of a great depletion, and the accom­
panying in·itatiori and dissatisfaction. But the church recov­
ered itself, and during his long pastorate enjoyed prosperity . 

..._t\.t the funeral of l\1r. Prentice, a ministerial brother spoke 
of him as follo-\vs :-''He was meek and modest, unassuming 
in temper, and prudent in his inquiries after truth; not cred­
ulous to em brace the first opinion that offered, nor unw·illing 
to be convinced, on rational 6JTounds. He ,vas judicious in 
forming his religious sentiments. He embraced the Christian 
faith fron1 conviction of its truth.· From searchiQg the scrip­
tures, and from other sources of evidence, he 'was fully con­
vinced of their divine authority, and that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and the King of Israel. The gospel of Christ he 
received as the rule of faith, and the foundation of future 
hope." 

Up to this period in the history of this church, all the old­
er residents of the to,vn have in it a, comn1on interest; for, un­
til the year follo-w·ing the death of l\Ir. l~rentice, it ,vas the 
only one in to-wn. It had stood more than a century and a 
half; had gathered into its fold many members in successive 
generations ; and furnished the1n the only church home they 
enjoyed. It was in the pastorate of. the eighth and last n1in­
ister, of whom I inn now· to speak, that the dividing lines of 
denominations began to appear. 

l?EV. REUBEN El\lERSON. 

:\Ir. Emerson, the eighth pastor, was born in Ashby in 
1771; graduated at Dartmouth college in 1798; ""as install­
ed here in 1804; und died in 1860, at the advanced age of 

~ 

eighty-nine years, having been sole pastor forty-one years, 
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and associate 1Jastor :fifteen years longer-making :fifty-six 
years during which he sustained that 1 .. elation. He was de­
scended fron1 Peter Emerson, 9ue of the early settlers of the 
town ; and while preparing for college resided here. He had 
the udvantage, if it ,f"as such, of being known by the people 
to whom he was called to minister. DJiring the later months ·-
of the year upon ,vhich the former pastor died, :i revival of 
wide extent and great power visited the place. The minis­
ter who had been employed to }Jreach as a candidate for the 
Yacant pulpit, a.ncl whom nuiny ":-ere reudy to set'tle, lent no 
sympathy to the revival, and even sought to change its 
movement, if not to arrest it. His subsequent course eon­
firmed the in1pression that he differed ·widely from those who 
adhered to the old standards. Aside from the feeling pro­
duced by his attitude toward the religious interest prevalent 
at that time ; a feeling of uneasiness on account of the d<?c­
trines preached, had long existed under the previous pastorate. 
These facts, as I am informed by our venerable friend whose 
head ninety winters have whitened, ancl whose memory goes 
back to that time-n-Ir. B. B. "\Viley-gave ascendancy to 
the general sentiment which demanded in the next pastor a 
vigorous type of Calvinism. There ·were other influences at 
,vork. Opinions, both among ministers and lnymen, had be­
come sadly divided. The linitarian controversy was rapidly 
shaping itself to the separation that followed. The questions 
between Baptists and Congregationalists ",.ere forcing them­
selves into prominence ; while other questions advocated by 
U niversalists ,vere vigorously discussed. It ,vas natural that 
a church nnchored as this had been upon the doctrines of the 
Puritans, should seek a n1an whose opinions were of the Pu­
ritan stamp, and who had courage to declare them. Such a 
man they found. 

1\-Ir. Emerson was a clear thinker and a strong reasoner ; 
and when he had taken a position he could not be moved 
from it. He had a large acquaintance with the scriptures, 
and could use them ,vith great effectiYeness. As is often 
true of men of strong convictions, he dicl not fear controver~ 
sy, th?~gh there is no proof that he went out of his way to 
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provoke it, -or continued it longer than the vindication of 
,vhat he deemed the truth demanded. He employed much 
of his time and energy in elucidating those doctrines which 
pertain especially to the divine side of religious truth ; and 
"Tote and published a volume for the instruction of his peo­
ple. Several sermons of his .. were printed. Coming hith­
er as he did when opinions were unsettled, and bitter 
charges were scattered about by professed christians; when 
old land-marks ·were being removed, and new ones were tak­
ing their places,-it is not strange that a man of his mould 
should sometimes have provoked the remark that he was 
rigid and unyielding. But this firmness had its use. It not 
only served to keep this church upon the old foundations, 
but it brought out the characteristics of other churches in 
bolder relief. If, as we shall all admit, God permits the ~ise 
of different denominations in order to emphasize various 
points of truth which no one denomination could sufficiently 
emphasize, it is, in a broad view·, well tha.t the strong features 
of each denomination should be made distinctly to appear. 
Though controversy offends many, and strong characters pro­
Yoke criticisn1, they arc yet needful and useful. 

1~he ministry of ~Ir. Emerson was a prosperous one. ,..fhe 
gospel ,vas faithfully preached. The discipline of the church 
,n1s careful-extending with perhaps too close scrutiny to 
n1ere opinions, but yet keeping the faith ancl lives of the 
1nembers pure. The pastor gave his warm support to the 
temperance 111ove1nent ; but for another movement which 
then attracted son1e uttention .. ancl is now attracting more, 
he had less syn1pathy. It ,Yas, doubtless, by his suggestion .. 
that the church once voted that the sisters of the church have 
the rigltt to listen in church n1eetings. 

:\Ir. :Emerson ,vas versatile in his talents. Ile was an ex­
cellent musician; composed music, and sometimes ventured 
into the region of poetry. Like his predecessor, he was 
much interested in public affairs, and preached and published 
sermons ,vhich breathe a thoroughly patriotic spirit. 

~""rom one of these, preached in 183 9, I may quote the fol­
lowing : ''Could my voice be he:trd from Louisiana to Maien, 
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and f~om the .. A.tlantic to the Rocky ~Iountains, I would 
speak out with trumpet tongue, and declare as by prophecy, 
that subordination to civil ht,vs in a free state can no easier 
be induc·ed without the concurrent teaching of religion, sci­
ence and morality, than the f undan1ental laws of God's em.: 
pire can be annihilated.~' 

IIaving become enfeebled by his long service, l\Ir. Emerson 
,Yas, in 1845, provided with a colleague. The choice of the 
church ar,.d parish fell, ,vith his hearty consent,. upon Rev. Al­
fred Emerson, "~ho ,v-as descended from the same Reading 
family with bin1sclf. . 

It is the testin1ony of the associate pastor that his personal 
relations ,vith the senior pastor were of the pleasantest char­
acter. Perhaps the fact "~as owing to the spirit which 
prompted the following sentiments, ,vhich I find in the 
~'charge" given by the elder to the younger," when the latter 
,vas ordained: "lt is very possible that too 1nuch n1ay be 
expected of us who are constituted co-workers in this vine­
yard of our common Lor<l. ..A .. nd who will not say-It is 
right that more should be expected than from one ? I will 
tell you, brother, ho"" ,vc may clear ourselves in this mat­
ter. Employ all our talents at ull times in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, disenthralled from the ,vorld ;­
then, though Israel be not gathered, and ,ve full under the 
unsparing censure of misjudging men, yet, while these will 
find that a perverse tongue is a breach in the spirit, we shall 
find that a ,vholesome tongue is a tree of life; our con­
sciences ",.ill disabuse us, and we shall be glorious in the eyes 
of the Lord, and our Go<l shall be our strength." 

In the year 1850, the parish made an amicable arrangement 
,vith Mr. Emerson, whereby he was relieved of pastoral re­
sponsibility ; but "~ith the express understanding that he 
should ''continue to hold for life all the ministerial rights 
and privileges ,vhich he acquired by virtue of his settlement." 
After that time he rarely preached, though his influence was 
felt, and he bore the name and honor of the senior pastor till 
his death, ten years later. 

Up to the close of Mr. Emerson's active service as the pas-
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tor ofthe church, in they-ear 1850, none of its ministers had 
ever been dismissed. Ten years later it could be said that 
the eight pastors, serving upon an average more than twen­
ty-five years each, had all lived and dled ,vith their people. 
To the credit of the wisdom and forbearance of both pastors 
and the church, the ~-ecorcl stands, that, for more than two 
hundred years, no difficulties de111anding the services of a 
council for any purposes wl1atever, had ever been aUo,vcd to 
rise. Save for the pnrpose of inducting pastors into office~ 
no council had ever been called. If dissatisfactions arose, 
they ,vere suffered to subside, and the shepherds and their 
flocks went together down the hill-sides of life. The mortal 
remains of most, if not all, of those shepherd8, repose near 
together upon a sunny knoll not fnr from the church, ,vhile 
on every side are the resting places of those whom it ,vns 
their privilege to lead and to cheer. · 

In eon~luding these brief notices of the good men v."ho 
have adorned the minh,terial profession in this lJlace, let n1e 
recall to your .1nin<l the thought with which tI1e first of these 
serinons co1nn1enced. ()ther n1en labored, and ,ve have en­
tered into their labors. The out,vard blessings. that v.·e en­
joy are not the result of brief and careless effort; neither 
are our social :u1d religious institutions, our means of educa­
tion, the ti:uths ,ve hold, and the sentiments we cherish. If 
with the Psalmist v.·e can say-' 'The lines have fallen unto us .. 
in pleasant places, yea, we have u goodly heritage," the po,vcr 
to _say it exists because 1nen sustained and in1pelled by faith in 
(iod and love for Christ, have prepared our places for us. ,v c 
nre indebted to many men who hnve ,,·ulked these streets, 
and established these homes-civiliuns of various ranks and 
of manv virtues-but to none arc our obligations 2·reater than 

~ ~ ~ 

to the men ""'hose careers I ha,,..e briefh· sketched . ., 

Summoned to the ministry of Christ, it ,n1s their duty to 
guard the higher and n1ore precious interests of 111en. They 
eounselled the living~ and buried the de:ul. They spoke in 
( io<l's na111P on behalf of virtue, honor, intelligence and piety . 

. As the advocate:-- of education .. none labored 1nore earnestly 
, ~ 

and ,visely than they. ..As the friends of sobriety and order, 
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none ,vielded greater moral power than they. .A.s the pro-
111oters of right feeling and sound principles in society, the 
influence of none surpassed theirs. Their honored position, 
the truths which they declared, and the worth of their per­
sonal characters, made their continued labors u source of pos­
itive power in the defence of righteousness, and the pron1otio11 
of real prosperity. True to the spirit of their office, they 
proclaimed Christ to men, and ,V"ith his aid cvoketl in n1u11y 
hearts high resolves.. pure desires, and divine uffections. 
They made full proof of their ministry; and, though dead .. 
they yet speak to us, and com1uend une"~ the truth ,Yhich 
through tw·o centuries has filled these ho1nes ,vith 1 ight. 



CONCERNING THE GATHERING. 

It ,vould have been unpatriotic to allo"· the centennial year 
to pass "'"ithout due recognition. The method of giving it 
fit honor, though for n ti1ne in doubt, "~us satisfactorily set­
tled. ..As the pastor "·ho served the ehurch in 1776, hastened 
,vith not a fe,v of his floek to the Concord battle ; and as the 
present meeting-house-still co1nely, n1assive and sound in 
nil its tin1bers-is the very structure in which supplies for 
the army of ,v ashington "·ere stored,-it ,vas deemed quite 
proper that the church should draw the plan of the obse1v­
ancc. The only objection was that she ,vas too old. This, 
ho,Yever, "·as over-ruled, on the ground that, though she 
had been at "·ork 1nore than a century nnd tl quarter before 
the Revolution, and had ne·ver rested since, her spirit ,Yns as 
young us ever. The plnn "·hich she ventured to suggest, 
included t,vo hundred and thirty-two years, ruthcr than one 
hundred, and "·Hs exeeuted nenrlv in the follo,ving nutnncr : .., \. .. , 

()n the evening of ,vednesday, June 21st, 1876, a large 
company assen1bled at the church. Invited guests from other 
tcnvns and churches, and representatives of old families, were 
present in goodly numbers. l\Iany of the ladies ancl gentle­
n1en 'l\·ore antique costun1es, and a great variety of relics 
of past days and usnges ,vere displayed. .After an hour 
spent in social intercourse, the company "·as called to order 
by}:.,, ..... Eaton, Esq., ,vho introduced the president of the 
occasion-S. 1{. Hamilton, Esq. .After extending a cordial 
welcome to the assembled guests, he invited them to repair 
to the tastefully adorned vestries. l~ nder the direction of 
~Ir .. A .. A .. Currier, ample tables for four hundred guests had 
heen spread, and e, ... ery seat ,vas filled. The enthusiastic 
singing of .A.merica, and a fervent prayer, opened the exer-
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cises. The abundant repast having been finished, and the 
:tudience having listened to excellent singing, the President 
spoke as follo,Ys: 

ADDRESS OF l-IR. HAl\ULTOX. 

I count it high honor to-night, to welcome this presence to its ances­
tral home ; to welcome these representatives of those pious and sturdy 
men who planted this church in the wilderness, and defended it "'ith 
their blood,-these 1·epre~entatives who have assembled on the old spot 
to revh"·e the memories of the centuries gone by ; to recount the more 
than heroic deeds of the fathers, and perchance to draw inspiration 
from their history. From whatever quarter you come, or however 
related to the old church or to the fathers, whether by lineal or lateral 
ties, or only by right of representation-I bid you a cordial welcome­
thrice welcon1e. 

This year the nation celebrates ~ts hundredth birthday by :.n exposi­
tion, it is only trite to say, the like wl1ereof the world has never seen. 
The whole country-from the farthest north to the Gulf, ft-0111 the At­
lantic slope to the Golden Gate-gives of its ,·ast resources to the 
National Jubilation. The choicest products of her agriculture, her 
1nechanics, her arts, her sciences and her literature, h::we b~en culled to 
show her progress, and establish her place. The old world-even the 
farthest Ea~t-has sent from her workshop its best handiwork; fron1 
her .loom its finest fabric; and from her easel its most artistic touch, to 
grace the occasion-and even the sea l1as gh·en of its glories to add 
splendor to the scene. 

It is, too, a harvest year in rebellions incidents and re\""olutionary 
memories, when the nation and individuals are greedily garnering up 
whatever relates to national or indh·idua_l history of "the titnes that 
tried men·s souls.,, 

It is well for this church, which ha.<l arrived at a patriarchal age 
when the nation was born, and which took an active part in the great 
~truggle which gave it place an1ong the nation~, to gather up its tradi­
tions, bring forth its relics, and recite ,vhat it ean of the local eYent:;; 
which have transpired <luring the two hundred and thit ty-two years 
which it has Ii'fed-and_ to keep fresh in our heart~. the memories of 
those men "·ho planted here the seeds of the civil and religious liberty 
which we now enjoy:; "·ho endured trial and danger, privation and 
~uffering~ that they and tho~e who came after thcn1 n1ight enjoy what 
the monarchs of the old wor!d denied-a right to wor:--hip God accord­
ing to the dictates of their own consciences. 

\Ve, of this day and generation, surrounded by all the hles:--ings which 
their labor purchased, can have but faint conception of their cost. \Ve 
cannot realize the deprivation and suffering incident to founding a col-
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ony and a nation in a land whose only inhabitants are wilj beasts and 
wilder savages-whose every bush and rock is a lurking place for 
the foe. :N" or can we realize the deep conviction or the patriotic deYo­
tion which could sustain a long and successful re,·olution for the sake 
of a princ-iplc-but we can recall the stirring events of those times, and 
revh·e the n1otives which prompted them; and ,ve can detect the vital 
principles of both their ch·il and religious polity-love of God, liberty 
of conscience, just and equal Ia.,vs made by a11.the people, for the gen­
eral good-an enunciation of cidl, political and religious doctrine sec­
ond only to that written by the finger of God on tablets of stone. Hy. 
assembling, and recalling their deeds and moth·es, we can the better en­
joy those inestimable blessings which flow fro111 their labors, and the 
better transmit tfiem to those who come after us. In these times, ,vhen 
the nation, as well as indidduals, lives upon the high pressure system, 
when progress is the only watcln\-·ord, we are in danger of drifting 
away fron1 our anchorage ground. In our great haste for ,vcalth and 
place, ,ve are in danger of losing sight of the great truths which lie at 
the basis of our success. ,v o have seen it in business, and, a1as, we 
ha,e seen it in })olitics, where, next to his own family, a. n1an ought to 
be pure; we haYe seen it in law, and I fear we n1ay sec it in religion. 
unless ,ve take anew our bearings, and anchor our belief on the Puri­
tan Rock. 

I sec here before 1ue descendants of the oldest f:1n1ilies, of the men 
who felled the first trees in the unbroken forest; who laid the corner 
stone of this church, and signed the first compact; descendants, also, 
of those God fearing men "who took their Ih~es in their hands, and 
perilled their all in the sacred cause of freedon1." On you I call to­
night for the tradition of yo,ur fo.rnilies, for the legends w hid1 h:1xc 
descended frmn generatior! to generation, for whate,·er you n1ay know 
of church or individual history. Tell it to us in speech or song, in prose 
or verse, as the heart 111ay prompt. 

I will now introduce to you a. gentlen1an descended fron1 one of our 
oldest familie:5, who, to the antiquarian 1ove that he inherits, adds the 
qualities of wisdom and wit; and who, as Toastmaster, will exercise 
his skill in calling forth the speeches which some of you are competent 
to delh·er, and all of you are waiting to hear-

C. V{. EATON, ESQ. 

In the applause ,vhich follo,ved the address, :\Ir. Eaton 
arose, and after a few ,vords expressive of his pleasure in 
the occasion, proceeded in the discharge of his duty, to read 
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THE FIRST SENTl.L'\IENT : 

The Church of the First Parish-Consecrated by Time, may it more re­
joice in a consecration from on high. During the centuries it has stood 
a citadel for the right ;-may it remain while time shall last, a tower strong 
in truth, and Heaven's beacon for the wandering and the lost. It has 
been divinely guided and instructed, through a succession of able and de­
voted Christian ministers, from Rev. Henry Green, in 1645, to Rev. 
Charles R. Bliss, in 1876. 

THE RESPOXSE OF lIR. BLISS. 

I shall beg your forbearance if I find it impossible to express what the 
occasion de111ands of me. :0-Iost cordially do I welc0111e vou, and n1ost 

~ ~ 

heartily do I thank you for your presence. The honors of the evening 
belong not to the pastor, but to the church. One of the first ~nstitutions 
ever planted by civilized man on this spot, it has had a. history of growth 
and usefulness which n1ay ,vell excite the deepest pleasure and the lh·e-
1iest gratitude. For seventy-five years it was the only religious beacon 
from Charlesto,vn to the l1errimae, and into many a settler·s lowly cabin. 
and into n1any a weary heart, did it shed the light of fa.ith and hope. 
Sending forth its colonies one by one, it upheld then1, and ,vrought. 
through their hands, while it wielded a 1nore concentrated influence in 
its own narrowed sphere. 

Its first eight pastors, covering with their faithful service two full ceu­
tnries, left a re.cord of their work where_ time cannot eff.tce it. Kourisb­
ing this church in its infancy, ancl guiding its energies in later years, 
they helped to 111ake it an ally of good order, .ind a promoter of right­
eousness, ,vhose influence this com1uunity feels in eyery nen·c. The 
spirit of independence-shared by your fathers, as records pro,e, to the 
full n1easurc of patriotic devotion-found in this chureh one source of 
its inspiration. The Joye of education-the just pride of our com1nunity 
-exists in its strength because this church and parish charged. them­
selves with the <luty of pro,iding public instruction for the children. 
Respect for htw-"the second nature of New Englanders," nnd ns 
vigorous here as in any com1nunity beneath the sun-derives a portion 
of its vitaiity from the Cah·inistic views of divine law wh!ch this pulpit 
proclaimed. A church, historic like this-having grown with the insti­
tutions around it, a.ncl uttered its voice on a.11 in1portant (1nestions, nnd 
exerted the influence of its doctrines, principles and spirit, frmn age to 
age. through a thousand channels-wield5-:, and rnnst wit•Id, a power 
not to be tr.lced or measured by finite mind:--. 

Let me congratulate you that so 1nany churches exi:--t where once this 
held up alone the banner of Christ. \Ve rejoiee in their number, strength 
ant.1 prosperity.' Could the faithful 1uen and won1en who pfante<l in the 
wilderness the seec.l fron1 ,vhic_h these erect and beautiful growths have 
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~prnng, look upon the1n now, their astonishment would baffle the powc.r' 
of expression. Like a bright vision of Hebrew prophecy wonlcl thi~ 
hour of festivity glean1 on their sight. It is their hon·or, that ·the 
work gh·en then1 "'"as thoroughly done: and well n1ay we perpetuate 
their 1nemoriee:. To this glad task let 1ne again welcome you. ,ve 
greet with joy the daughters of this honored mother; the neighbors who 
lh·c on terms of unfeigned an1ity with her, and the numerous guests 
before ns, who manifest by their presence kind thoughts of her. May the 
God of the F~ithers protect the children, and 111ay our ,vork bear to our 
successors the evidence of christian wisoom, zeal and fidelity. 

The Banian tree, ·with its numerous trunks and perpetual life, is regarded 
by the Hindoos as an emblem of Deity. .A .. n ancient christian church, vi­
tal with spiritual life, is often like that wide-spreading tree. Its extend­
ing branches falling to the ground, taking root and rising again as new 
trunks, not only support the parent stock and increase its beauty, but cov­
er wide spaces witl .. the refreshing shade of religious truth. The earliest 
branch of THIS Banian tree fell northward, touching the soil in 1713, and 
sending its roots firmly down in 1720. We shall ask our brethren of 
North Reading to tell us how large that trunk has become: and how se­
curely it stands; or,. to express our feelings more accurately, we will ask 
the eldest daughter to report her prosperity. 

1,he l{ev. J. ,v·. King·sbury, pastor at North l{eading, re­
sponded: 

)IR. CHAIR:\IAX: I am glad that the church I bave the pleasure to 
represent had so good a. n1other-so much, you kno,v, depends on good 
early training. I am glad, too, that when our church went away she de­
parted not as the Prodigal Son, to waste her substance in riotous living 
in a f~r country, but as a prudent and well-beloved elder daughter, with 
the parental blessing resting upon her, ·went to her humble home in 
what was then a, part of the same town, there to imitate the virtues and 
piety of the goocl mother. 

,vith heartfelt gratitude the elder daug:hter recalls how, in all her his• 
tory and in all her trials, this mother church has followed her with un­
ceasing interest and sympathy, and through one channel or another is· 
helping her to bear the burden and h.eat of the day ; and at every fami• 
Jy gathering, or festive occasion, has for her a welcome and a place. 
By reference to what we may call the Family Re<'ord, I find that when 
the elder daughter began life and housekeeping-for, strange as it may 
seem, she began them together~our venerable mother was 76 years 
old. . I learn, too, that when a half century bad passed·, and conseque.ni. 
ly when our mother was much older than. A;bjaha.-m's itife, s~· i9"~-
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blessed -,vith another daughter.· But· this younger daughter mu.st have 
grown old fast, or slie ,vonld not have been called "Old Soutll,." How­
tffer, she ,vas vigo1·ous enough in her 80th year to gh·e birth to a child 
named "Bethesda.." 

,vhile the Family Record and the fact of grandmotherhoocl afford con­
Yincing proof of the yenerable age of the mother church, yet her 232 
years rest lightly upon lier, and we joyfully perceive that her eye is not 
dim, nor her natural force abated. 

"\Ve gladly yield to her the paln1 for experience and wisdom, for vigor 
and activity; and feel that it is no disparagement to any of ber offspring, 
to apply to her .l\lilton ~s description of Eve, and declare her the "fairest 
of her daughters." "\,Vith these other daughters, in whose larger success 
the elder r~joices, we are glad here this evening to rise up and call our 
mother blessed. }"'or her ,ve iil'roke the blessing invoked upon Rebekah 
hy her kindred-"Bc thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let 
thy seed possess the gate of those ,vhich hate them." Good mother, 
long may you live, and long rem~tin your present "Bliss." 

The second branch of this Banian fell slightly toward the northeast, and 
also became fast as a new trunk in 1720. Our Lynnfield brethren are re­
quested to report the girth and strength and beauty of it; or to inform us 
what fortunes the second daughter has met. 

Rev. D. B. Scott, pastor of the church at Lynnfield, re­
sponded. 

:\IR. PRESIDENT, LA.DIES AXD GE~TLElIEX: The church in Lynnfield 
has not forgotten her mother. lt is said that the n1etropo1itan que~tion 
in Boston is, "How much do you k12ow"-in New York. "}low much 
1n/Jncy lrnxe you . got,'-in Philadelphia, ""\Vho are your ancestors." 
Like the Philadelphians, the church in Lynnfield talks about her ances­
tors. She has been in perils by false te.-whers; and been compelled to 
choose between sub1nission to hands that ,vould t.ike the crown of di­
vinity from the Redeemer's head, or go out. She remained t1·ue '"to the 
faith once deliv·ered to the saints,,, and the n1embers "went out, not 
knowing whither they ·went.,, Now they have a house of worship, a 
me1nbership of 75, and a zeal for God that is "according to knowledge .. , 

The churches of Stoneham and Wilmington had been duly 
invited, and sentiments in their honor were offered ; but be~ 
ing, perhaps, enlisted in other centennial projects, their repre­
sentatives w-ere not preaen~ 
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Nothing is more comely than the relations existing between a mother of 
ripe age, courtly in manner and kindly in spirit, and a daughter grown to 
mature womanhood, also a mother, and equally imbued with genqous 
feeling. Having long been companions, they are rather sisters than moth­
er and daughter. l\Iutual affection and confidence remo\·e every vestige 
of occasional disagreement, and they pursue the even tenor of their way 
~oving and beloved. Such relations sometimes exist between churches. 
This church and the Old South Church in Reading, for more than one 
hundred years have ,valked together and leaned upon each other. If this 
church claims the honors of motherhood, it is but to emphasize the pride 
,vith which she points to her daughter. 

The representativ~s of'the Old South church, 110,v ·without 
a pastor, were Dea. Edgar Damon-a lineal descendant of 
Deu. John Da1non, one of the first deacons of this church,­
:tnd Dea. T. T. Briggs. The first named gentlem~n re­
sponded: 

)fR. PRESIDENT, LADIES AXD GE:NTLE)IEX: ,ve thank you most hear­
tily, in behalf of the Old South Church in Reading, for your kind invita­
tion to this bountiful coll:ition, and these most interesting exercises. 
The Daughter with gla<l heart comes to greet her reYered ::Mother, who, 
with kindly hospitality, welcomes us to the old homestead, and the fos­
tiY-ities of this hour. 

As ,ve sit)1ere and look upon this family party, our hearts are warmed 
as the events of the past are brought to our minds. The permanent 
good this church has accomplished may be seen in these added churches, 
their usefulness, and untold influences for good. 

This a~cient structure, how well it stands; its foundations how firn1-
laid deep and broad upoh the solid Rock. Eve1·y llost erect and strong, 
every brace sustaining its part; no decay is here ; it has stood the trial 
of c-enturies, showing, 

.:;How ,vell our God secures the fold, 
Where his own flock have been." 

l[r. President, the Old South Church, 106 years old, is still full of 
vigor and counige, and comes to this nm.ternal board with son1ething of 
pride and real joy, as she looks upon her own daughters settled by her 
side-the Baptist, Bethesda, l\'Iethodist and Pt·esbyterian ehurches, each 
dojng .faithfui _serv.ice for Christ. .And now, sir, thanking you for a place 
in ·these commemorative exercises~ I c.lose with this sentin1ent: )fay 
the l\i-otlter- -Chui-eh, •~fried- and true,,; -''still bring forth fruit in her old 
arre ,, 
• 0 • 
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It is a sentiment of Scripture that ··children's children are the crown.9f 
the old.'' Churches may sometimes look proudly upon their grand-· 
dau~hters, and say, "Ye are our crown." This pleasure i& permitted to us 
this evening; and ·we challenge any other ecclesiastical matron to point to 
a brighter crown than the Bethesda church. 

Sumner \V eston, Esq. responded, expressing congratula­
tions · and wu.rm feelings of regard on the part of the large 
church he represented. 

Unity in variety is a universal law. '\Ve both recognize and reJotce in 
it, and we count it a cause for special tha:-iksgiving that Christian breth­
ren, while disagreeing upon some points, may yet stand together upon the 
platform of fundamental truth. Like almost every. ancient church, this 
one has witnessed the departure of members for opinion's sake. \Vhile 
regretting the absence of those brethren, ·we yet respect their fidelity to 
their conviction5. \Ve welcome them upon this commemorative occasion 
with the cordiality of brethren. '\Ve rejoice in their prosperity, and bid 
them God-speed in their work. \Ve look for a response, to our guests 
from the Baptist church. 

The Baptist church was represented hy Re,·. IL )I. Nott,. 
Brethren .A .. G. Sweetser, Ed" .. ard )f:111s1ie]<l :ind 1\. N. 
Sweetser. The gentlenuu1 first named responded: 

The re~ponse to this sentiment would 1uost appropriately come from 
the pastor of the church, Rev. Dr. Keyser, or from our venerable broth­
er, Rev. Jonas }:vans, who, if present, 1night not merely, as one of its 
oldest and most beloved members, represent out .. church, but would ~lso 
undoubtedly be welcome as one connected intimately with a number of 
the oldest families in the town, and one whose memory is a storehouse 
filled with interesting recollections of the religious history of the plac<~. 
But tlte absence from town of the former, and the ill health of the fat­
ter, ha.Ye caused the duty of replying to this courteous and fraternal 
sentiment to be comn1itted to one less qualified. Yet I possess one pecu­
liar qualification, in that, while a real and complete Baptist, I an1 also 
linked-I suppose by an inseparable bond-with the Congregationalists. 
The ,vater of consecration, the "seal of the covenant,,, was duly placed 
upon my brow in infancy by the hands of my father, at that time a Con­
gregational pastor, and I was of course, by that ceremony, nlade a 
men1ber of a Congregational church, in that sense in "·hich the "child­
ren of the church" :tre members. As I have never been notified of mv ., 

disruission, or cxcommunieation, undoubtedly I am still a member. I 
hope I shall 1·eceh-e due watch-care •... 
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But it is worthy of being remembered on this occasion, that Baptist 
churches are, in reference to one of the things that most affect 'churcli 
·character, themselves n1embers of the famiily of Congregational 
churches. Our form of church government is substantially the same 
with yours. Our polity is not the Prelatic, nor the Presbyterian. but 
the Congregational. Besides, we had, to a considerable extent, a com­
mon origin with you. As regards our English developn1ent. ,ve were. 
like your denomination, a part of the Puritan stock which arose to con­
tend against the corruption and tyranny of the ecclesiastical establish­
ment in England. In this country our independent d_evelopment at first 
struggled against an obstacle in the theocratic institutions which the 
noble, hut of course not properly en lightened, forefathers of New Eng­
land thought it their right and duty to establish: and in the fa.ct that, in 
respect to so1ne of onr denominational principles, we were found to be 
eYen protestants against the Protestants. But we are now seen to be 
only standing side by· side with :you, in l'elation to two most funcla1nen­
tal matters: first, as to the defence of what has come to be universally 
recognized in America as the true Protestant theory of the proper 
relations of civil government to religion and the rights of conscience­
a theory which, established as it seems to be, American Protestants 
geilerally may yet be called upon to maintain strenuously against a dan­
gerous assaulting forc-e; and, secondly, wh~t is better, in relation to 
t.he suppo~'t and the universal propagation of a true, evangelieal Chris­
tianity. 

The Baptist church in "\iVakefield congr-Atulates this church on its age. 
its growth in the past, and the prosperity it no,v enjoys; and desires the 
eontinuance of warn1 fraternal relations on the basis of 1nutual Chris­
tian confidence and lo,·e. 

The charity of the Gospel is a beautiful mantle, and as broad as it is 
beautiful. When the Universalist churches were formed in New England 
they asked for a larger charity among christians; and if they arraigned 
existing churches as having too little, they did but emphasize a truth which 
men are prone to neglect. ,v e are glad to have with us th~ newly-settled 
pastor of the Universalist church, from whose lips the Gospel, as under­
stood by himself and his brethren, is receh·ing a vigorous and faithful 
exhibition. 

Response by ReY. Quincy ,\' .... hitney : 

He conh1-ratulated the Pastor and Pa1ish on the occasion which had 
caliecl the company together; and thought it so1nething to stin1ulate and 
encourage any church~ that it had such a history behind it, and embod~ 
ioo iu. its present 00B4~a ~ · lll.\JCh ._~.,chrisiian J1·a1-ernity. -He. re-
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joiced that the day ha<.l dawned when all the churches regarded "the 
charity of the gosper' as "a broad and beautiful mantle,~' and that tl1cy 
could now recognize in it n1ore than formerly, son1e com1non g1·ound of 
Christian Union. He saw· in it the 1nore hopeful <lay for the world; 
and instead of tearing each other in pieces, by theological weapons, they 
,yould all take the "sword of the spirit" and 1narch hand and shoulder­
to victory. There was some common ground on which they could all 
stand, notwithstanding their theoretical differences, and that is the spirit 
of charity and toleration, and the ,ital principles of what makes the 
real Christian. He illustrated this point and the position of the different 
sects. by saying they might all be represented by taking some vials and 
tilling them with water, and coloring each differently. One color should 
represent one sect, another a different sect, &c., through the catalogue. 
The coloring in each was the theological Yiew which each put upon the 
Bible-while the basis of all th~se different compounds is water. Each 
church has something of the "water of life,'' and should not think more 
of its shade of theological differences, than of the ,vater itself. 

Among denominations of Christians, our Methodist brethren have· no 
superiors for zeal; and their zeal has been repaid by a wonderful growth. 
When their church in this town was established, it received from this the 
right hand of warm fellowship, and we have seen no reason to withdraw 
it. We take pleasure in congratulating them upon the success of their 
efforts, and wish them a still greater degree of it. 

The Rev. John Peterson, pastor ·of the Methodist church, 
was unavoidably absent. 

The Diaconate of the First Church-illustrated in the past by many 
pious and saintly names; represented in the present by de,·oted christian 
men. 

Response by Dea. George· R. llorrison : 

It is true that the office of Deacon in this church has been filled bv .., 

n1any saintly men. The riumber who haYe served it in that capacity 
is now forty; and the service of some of them extended ol"er ,ery 
long terms. \Vhen I came to this town, more than forty years ago9 
I attended n1eeting at this church, aha· my mind reverts to those days 
with vivid recollections of the leading men of that time,_ e~pec:ially 
the deaCQns. .There ·were-Dea.. Bryant, 'Dea.-Ea.ton·, D:ea,. · ·oliver,. -Dea. 
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Boardman, Dea. Norcross, and Capt. Thomas Emerson; -now all gone 
to their rest. The kind words that I received from each of them still 
linger in my mind, giving me -a great degree of pleasure. May their 
mantle fall upon us .. that we may be able to discharge our duties as 
faithfully as those sen,·ants of the Lord did in their day. lly sentiment 
is, that this church nr1y in coming years send out mo1~e branches than 
she has already sent forth. And may her graces shine out, that she 
may be a beacon light to n1any a wandering pilgrim. 

The Gould Family-Said to be "very set in their ways," it should be add­
ed to their honor, that they are almost always SET in the right ,vAY. 

One excellent scion of the race is well SET at the head of our large and 
growing Sabbath school, and is a Deacon beside. 

Response by Dea. J. G ..... .\.born : 

l\fR. PRESIDENT: To your sentiment 1ny feelings and reason respond. 
It is e,en so-stern, inflexible, stubborn son1etimes, it n1ay be, is the 
family, the race. I-low can this family trait be better regulated and em­
ployed than in the work of the church and sabbath school-an institu­
tion acknowledged by every christian sect and deno1nination to be good, 
affording the purest instn1ction, the sweetest :1ssociations, the holiest 
principles; thus dr-J.wing for us wisdon1 from the past, and hope for the 
future. This school was founded in the year 1818, by earnest men and 
women. l\:lost of the1n I must have known, as it is more than forty 
years since I became a member. There ha,e been eleven Superintend­
ents. Dea. Aaron Bryant, the first elected, held the office not less than 
thirty years. Ilis name, ability, faithfulness, and de,·otion to evangeli­
cal truth and e,·erv vital interest of the school, should be handed down ., 

tro1n father to son, to the la.test generation. His successors h:i,·e fol­
lowed nearly the same 1nethods which ,vere employed in the beginning, 
finding them wise and efficient in tnaking this a school full ot life and 
interest; and I rejoice to be able on this commemorative occasion tiO re­
J)Ort-that which no one, I think, will call in question-that never, in 
the long history of the church, parish, or sabbath school, were we, in 
all respects, in a more happy and prosperous condition ; and we trust 
in God, that He ,vill raise u1> men of faith and courage, wh~ "count U!)t 

their lin~s dear to them," so that Christ and His cause shall be effectual 
in the salvation of sinners. 

:Ihe foll.owing senti.Inent. was- furnished by. the Pastol- : . 
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The Eaton Family-One of the oldest, most numerous and most honor­
able, it_ has furnished some of the wisest of our public servants. To none 
of these is the town more indebted than to one who, at the close of a life 
of wide usefulness, gave to it an accurate, complete and invaluable Town 
History-The Hon. Lilley Eaton. We miss his ever welcome presence; 
but we hold in lasting and grateful memory his pure character, his worth)· 
example, and his arduous services. 

Response by Henry L. Eaton, Esq. of Swampscott: 

11R. PRESIDENT, FORllER PASTOR, AND FRIL."iDS : · I thank you heart­
ily for the privilege of responding to the sentiment just gh·en. 

You have referred in ,yords of eulogy to one who for a lifetime gaye 
or the best 4c had, ,vhether of time, talent, or labor, and at the last, I 
cannot help thinking, life itself, to his native town. Sir, Lilley Eaton 
loved with no common loYe, the place that gave him birth. It was to 
him the dearest spot on all the earth; and of all her sons, I believe 
none ever accomplished more than he, for her past, present, and future 
prosperity. Standing here on this centennial occasion-my own life 
measuring just half of it-I 1niss the familiar countenances of many 
whom, for long years: I remember as assochl.tes of 1ny honored fo.th~r­
Their descendants are before 1ne; and to you. companions of my child­
hood, and friends of later years, I extend a hearty greeting. 

Merubers of the Congregational Church: Eighteen years ago you re­
ceived n1y wife and myself to your fellowship and communion; and I 
look back to that time with feelings of gratitude which I cannot express. 
Precious to me are the me1uories of prayer meetings I have attended in 
the old and in the ne,v vestry. :Father Emerson and Dea. Bryant, 1·ise 
before my n1ental vision ; and I bless the Lord that He ever called me 
into his kingdom. Thanking you all for this opportunity of 1neeting 
you once more, I offer the following sentimcnt-

:Members of this Church who have gone before-~lay their Christian 
graces live in us. 

The Cowdrey Family-From William Cowdrey, one of the earliest set­
tlers,-Deacon, Selectman, Representative, and of rare clerkly skill, as 
deeds and records even n.'.>w attest,-down to the present time, the stock 
has not degenerated; and the latest descendant, emulating the virtues of 
his progenitor, e\-e·n e:tcels him in beauty of chir0$.raphy, and may yet be 
:i Deacon.· 

Response by ,valdo E. Cowdrey; Esq: 

}ls. P&ESIDEN'T, LADIES A)."IiGENTLEllEX: Deacon Cowdrey was n 
~inne~"'.a. iO&l·of..trre 8',il,.1tM'gbt- b.is U.viDg,bytiUing it,.as his·- tl~d-
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ants in this town have to the eighth generation. But I do not propose 
to tell you Bwhat I know about farming," and will only say that I hope 
his fiuuily may always have the i-ight to place on their coat of arms the 
plough as well as the 1>en. Born at the opening of the 17th century. in 
the reign of good Queen Bess, he belongs to the epoch of Shakspeare 
and the Spanish Arn1ada. I ;u11 unable to give you l_1is opinions upon 
the Engli:;h poet or the Spanish pirates; hut .u~ actions speak louder 
than wonls, we learn his Yiews on two important n1atters. In early 
m:tnho0<l he heard the Yoicc of some Gre~ley of that day saying, HGo 
\Vest. young man;'' but (and I call the attention of all young 1uen to 
the fact) he got 1narricd before he went \Vest. One other thing ,ve 
learn fron1 his record-he paid his passage over, and I trust his example 
of paying his way n1ay be followed by all his children. 

1:lr. President, I hope this ancient church may always have on its roll 
of members some who bear the names of its founders; but I also hope 
that in the future, a.s in the past, its burdens may be borne, and its lion­
ors shared, by n1any new ones-strangers to our fathers, but not strang­
ers to their faith. 

The Bancroft Family-including Deacons, Captains, Esquires, Doctors 
of Divinity, Historians :1.nd Judge~. Eminent in the past, Mo.ttE eminent 
to-dav. 

The Temple Family-illustrious for their virtues and their ancestr_y. 
leading back to an English lineage, which includes such names as Lord 
Chatham, Lord Grenville and Lord Palmerston . 

.. J udgc Solon Baueroft of l{ea<ling, replied fpr both of th<~ 
lust nan1ed families ; expressing his pleasure in being a sharer 
in the exercises of the occnsiou, and his increasing aclmira­
tion i<>r the heroic; ,,·isc and self-denying 1nen ,~ho have }>re­
ceded us. 

The Poole Family-in our early histor.Y, distinguished for wealth, talents, 
;\nd integrit_y~-some worthy descendants are still a1nong us. 

Response hy Dr ... A..lexan<ler Poole : 

This is not the pla.ce to go into the hi:.;tory and biography or the Poole~. 
I can only give a few gener:il. f,1et5 concet·ning then1.-J ohn Poole,. the 
:incestor or all of the name in this Yicinity'!' and, it is belie,ed, in l\1ainc 
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name e:tme to be a.n1ong the most nt:merous on the list of citizens; and, 
:l~ far as is known, they were :ui1ong the wealthiest, a1Hl, a.-; fl. conse­
quence, the ·most rc.•qJr.cted cl:1ss of cit?zen:-:. .Among then1 are found :i 

goorlly 1n1n1bcr of Captains, Lfrutcn,tn!.r.:, Justices of the Pertee. Dcrzcon.s, 
and one for several year::; To,vn Clerk. Tw,) graduaterl fron1 Ilarvanl Col~ 
1cgc, arnl one settled as a c'.lergym:tn in Nov:1. Scotia. John, the first or 
th,.~ na1ne. hnilt tlrn fii-~t 1nill in town, on the site where now st:trnls the 
l-Vak~fielcl Rattan Factm·y; thns while replenbhing his own eoffer:;, he 
furnished the grain in a form aeeeptahle to the stomac·hs of his ncigh­
h01·~- But. alas! From being nnmerou.~ and influential, they have sad­
ly c.legeneratecl, until now only two of the n:une remain in town of :ill 
that numerous race. 

The Emerson Family-numerous, respected and influential, but especial­
ly noted for its ministers and mili~ary men, among whom n1ay be named 
Rev. Joseph Emerson of l\lcndon, ReL Dr. Brown Emerson of Salem, 
Re\·. Reuben Emerson of South Rc:ading, Re\·. Alfred Emerson of Lnn­
caster, and Rev. Thom:is A. Emerson of Braintrc~; Capt. Thomas Emer­
son_, of Revolutionary fame, and Capt. Thomas Emerson, whose form and 
,·oice haxc be·.:!n so oft~a seen a~1d h~arJ in this pbi:~: and w!1::,: full of 
years, has lately passed to his rest. 

It~srJonsc br Cunt ... Jun12s F. Emer.~on : 
.. .L 

9ur Ancestors-:\fay their descendants ever follow them in those paths 
of life filled ,vith good d~eds and noble cxa:nples, and may the light of 
thi~ (their) church, at the end of a:1 additional 232 years, continue to re­
tlcct the bc~ms of gosp:!l light, r.:!p:!ating th~ proclamation: ··Fear not, 
for behold, I bring yoa go::>d tidings of gtc.:i.t joy, which shall b:! to all 
people." 

\Ve lun-c among us a ven~rablc and re~pccted gentlem=in of our own 
communion~ nnd one who loves s,-.·eet ~ounds; directly conner.:tcd by blood, 
though not by name. with ~ome of th~ oldc~t and worthiest families of 
Reading, b~in6 a lineal d~sccndant of Re,·. Samuel Haugh~ Dea. Thomas 
Nichols, Capt. John Herbert and Dea. John Goodwin-!\ced I name James 
Eustis, Esq.? 

Rcsp:)11se by l\Ir. Eustis: 

:\Iy e;u-liest ancestor:; in thi~ town were Xath:tnicl Gnodwin and Rich• 
anl ~ichols, who came hurc niore th .. in two hundred years ago. I ~uu 
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doubtful whether I can claim descent from Rev. San1uel Haugh; but 
that there were Deacons in toy line is quite true. ~Iy memory goes 
back seYenty-fonr years, and I can recollect distinctly, looking upon the 
r .!mains of l\Ir. Prentice in hi~ coflin. I can re.member the ordination 
ot l\lr. l~merson in the following year. l\lr. Ea.ton mentions ih his his­
to1·y the feat of the Xegro Doss, in lifting one of the great pieces of 
granite when this church was built. I remember "Old Doss.~, He was 
a n1an of great and powerfnl frame. ,vhen the old church was repair­
ed, and the sounding-board was taken down, I bought it, and kept it in 
my barn for yc:!.rs as a memento of old times; hut it was rather cum­
b~rson1e, and ,,·as ta.ken to pieces. In your toast you allndc to n1y loYe 
for sweet sountls. I h,t\·e sueh a loYe~ antl for many yc~u·s enjoyed pub­
lic worship in the gallery with the singers. I loYe n1y nath~e town, and 
am glad that the rh:ing generation find pleasure in thinking of the 
fathers. 

Among the honored nan1es of the early church of the first Parish, are 
found those of Thomas and Susannah Hartshorne, and later, that of 
James Hartshorne, for o,·er twenty years a deacon of this church-a nu­
merous and respected race, noted for their intelligence and good looks. 

Response by ,Tacoh C. I-lartshornc, Esq.: 

)Ir. Pre~ident, Latlies and Gentleinen,-As I look down the long, 
dhn path of years, and Yiew the noble dee<ls a.nd 111emorable n:unes so 
thickly strewn therein~ I feel how weak and inadequate will be the 
words which come at my command, it1 response to this noble sentiment. 
But, sir, I cannot _conceal the honest pride I feel in the fa.ct that, atnong 
the founders of this :tncient church and town, 1uy ancestors bore ,\ help­
ful and honora.ble part. Time would fa.il me to speak of all, from 
Thomas llown to James; but that they "~ere useful, energetic, tried and 
true, is well attested by the record of their eYentful lh·es as me1ubers of 
the church :.1.nd State; arid although none of them acqnir~<l great wealth, 
they haYc thus far been able, all of them, to blow their own !torn. But 
"art is long, and time is fleeting." :uHl remembering your injunction to 
be brief, I beg leaYe to close my remarks by offering this sentiment. 
expressive of the spirit of our ancestors: 

Liberty! -'Tis Liberty alone that gives the :flower of fleeting life its lus­
tre and perfume; and we a.re weeds without it. 

The great family of Brown-It has reflected honor on the old town, 
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from Nicholas Brown,. the first settler, through Deacons, Generals, Cap­
tains, and Esquires. The blood is ·well preserved, though the name has 
b::!come scarce in our Society. 

Response hy T .. J. Skinner, Esq : 

!laving been requested to respond to the foregoing toast, in behalf of 
,vife and children, I htt\-e found upon consulting our Y:tlua,ble Town 
Hi~1iory, that my family are direct descernlants of the Yeritable Nicholas 
mentioned in the toast-being only the se-renth and eighth generation 
remo\'"ed, and coming down as follows, viz.: fro1n Nichol.ts to Josiah, 
to Josiah again, to Nathaniel, to Jacob, to Pearson, to ,John Brown, 2nd, 
who was the father of my wife. Said Nicholas can1e o,·er f1·on1 Eng­
land, and first settled in Lynn, but soon rcmo,·ed to this town, ,vhere he 
resided upon the place now occupied by E. A. Upton, Esq., and also 
upon the estate now owned by Lucius Beebe, Esq. General Benjamin 
Brown, of Re,olutionary fame, ,vas also a descendant of Nicholas, 
through another son--Joseph. He was an eminent and influential citizen 
of this town for many years. He ",.as by trade a tanner. 1-Ie was also 
a soldier in the Revolution, Colonel in the Continental arm,, General .. 
in the militia, Town Clerk, Selectman, Representativ~, delegate to the 
1st Pr0,·incial Congress, and last-which in those times was considered 
highest of all-became a deacon in tbe church. Still another br~tnch of 
the Brown fa1nily is the family residing in the ea~t. pnrt of the town, of 
which the late ,v. L. Brown, Esq., \Yas a part. They al:-;o descended 
from Nicholas, through another son-Cornelius. As ~ugg<·~tcd in the 
toast, the name of Brown, although so comn1011, bas become soruew]rnt 
scarce hr our own society. The only persons left of our own family to 
continue the name, are the two children of the late Hervey ,v. Brown. 
and the children of the late Charles B. Brown. 

The Aborn Family-Though not among the first settlt!rs of Reading~ 
they early flourished in our sister town of Lynnfield, and han! long been 
firmly rooted in our soil. Their record is good, and ma_,. the blood and 
name be perpetuated-BY GEORGE, (if not by others.) 

!{espouse by George "';--· .A.born, Esq. : 

One of the number who formed the first church in Lynnfield was Dr . 
.. John .A.born. His son Sa~nel, who ,vns De.tcon in the san1e church, 
·was my grandfather. Aborns are few in nun1ber, but have :ilway8 
been found filling various offices in the church and pa1ish. 
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Joseph Damon, the worthy son of an honored father, Dea. John Damon. 
He left us 200 years ago, and has only just returned in the person of his 
,·ery great grandson, the precious fame of whose services in the cause of 
Christ and· Humanity,. is world wide-the. Seaman's Friend, Re,·. Dr. 
Samuel C. Damon of Honolulu. 

l{esponsc hy follo,ving letter: 

,voncESTEH, June 20, 1876. 
C. ,v. E.ATOX, ES<j 

:\IY DEAH Snt :-Your letter of _ycstenfo.y ha.s this mon1ent been re­
ceiYed, and I hasten to reply, expressing 1ny sincere and heartfelt regret 
that 1uy pre,·ions engagements will not allow me to be present on the 
interesting occasion referred to, or C\·en to visit again the good old town 
of Reading. 

Please assure all gathering on ,v ednesday evening at your Centennial 
Bcn:ice, of n.1y cordial good "'ill, and the honor which I so much ,alue 
of being con11t.~ctcd with the origina1 settlers of Re~ding, and especially 
being thus connected with one of the ,ery earliest Deacons of the 
Church, ancl his wife .Abigail. 

On returning to n1y far-away home in the Pacific, I shall look back 
"•·ith an honest pride to Reading, associating the names of Reading, 
Dcdlutm. and lloldcn, with that of Horwlulu, where I ha,·e spent 1nore 
than one third of a century in preaching the gospel, and where I hope 
to finish my n1iuistry, when it shall please the l\Iaster, who commissioned 
his disciples to "'go into ctll the world, and preach the gospel to cvcQ· 
ereature.'' l\Iost truly yours, SA~IUEL C. DAJION. 

The Upton Family-They are LONG in the land, and well UP in the 
world. 

E. A. Upton, Esq., responded : 

)IR. PRESIDE:XT :-I cannot speak with nnu.:h knowledge for the me1n­
hcrs of the family who have been long in the land, and I an1 altogether 
too modest n. 1nan to speak for those who arc well up in the world, for I 
presun1e the sentin1ent measured then1 by long measure, and not by any 
st:tndarcl of position; therefore I nn1 doubtful if you have 1uade a judi­
cious selection in the person to represent then1 this evening. I w,l.s cdu• 
catecl and trained to belieYe that the religion of this church was the only 
religion capable of carrying a person thro_ugh this world into a life of 
repose and happiness; but as I desire to n1aintain the reputation of the 
f.unily for obeying Biblical precepts, I ha,·c left this ancient society for 
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one equally confident in the saving qna.litieg of its rc1igion, that I 
111 ight el eave unto 111~- wife; but the change has not erased or destroyed 
the e:trly impressions which I recch-cll, Iw,vever darkly they may ap­
pear in n1y daily life. It is a plca:-;nre for me to meet with yon in this 
social manner, an(l bring to mind the plc:ls:rnt. traditions, associa­
tions and reminiscences which su1Tonnd this anc:.ient church; an<l al­
though it does not appear that many of the later 1uembers of the family 
have beer. connected with it, yet it is ,vell to know that ma.ny of then1 
were act.in~ :u1d influential in the society which was a daughter of this 
chnrch, and settletl in the cold regions of Yorth Rea.cling, and through 
their influence and actiYc works, that society grew in strength and in­
creased in numbers, until it has become a beacon light in the galaxy of 
ehurehe~. ::\lay the fntnrc light of this chnrch be equal iii brig-ht.ness 
and power to that which it ha:; shecl in the rast, a.nd may it continue to 
exercise a controlling intlnencc o,-cr all ui>on whon1 it shines. 

The L:1.,\·-properly administered~ the bulwark of our rights. 

C. I> .• JudtL I~sq._ of .Hc:u.ling~ responded: 

The Puritans had great regard for "law antl on1cr:' Before they 
1:tnded from the liayflower they n1:ule n. written compa.t:t of go,·crn­
ment. They t1·eatecl the Indians fairly and honestly. Shortly :tfter 
their arrintl, they founll a pile of Indian corn in the rnstody of no one: 
they used it, hut immediat~ly hunted up the owner~ ancl paid him for it. 
They paid the Indians for e,·ery foot of bn<l they took, up to the time 
of King Philip"s war; and pa.id a fair price fin· the land, too-all it wa~ 
worth-though the compensation was only a jewsh:1rp. l'he laws of 
our forefathers were more humane than those of any other country in . ., ., 

the ,yorld at that time. It i:-; said that they ,vere guilty of persecution. 
This is not so; for they only enforcecl their laws. It is not persecution 
to apply the law to a part~- who can1e to the State after the law was 
ma.de, arnl wilfully Yiolated it. It is s:titl they hung the Quaker~; but 
the Quakers were guilty of great indecency; and the rule of the Pil­
g-rims wa~. "Let eYer_ything be done with decency, :rnd in orc.ler.~· Thi:-:, 
too, \\·as the common injunction of Jom· late pastt,r, :\Ir. Emer:-,on. 
'fhe fiuuily, the church and the State, were the three grand elements of 
eariy New Engiand life. The fo.n1ily was sacred and indissoluble. The 
puritans had no <lh-orce laws, and during- the tir5t century after their 
landing :1. dh-~rce ,vas lrn.raIJ· hearcl of. X ow. the great business 
of our courts is to separate man a.nLl wifo. The early clergymen 
were bold, educated and noble men. Trne, they esehewed lawyers, and 
kept them out of the country for n1any years. X everthcless, the laws 
in the ma.in were fitirly interpreted by the clergy. -Litig:ttion was short· 
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and crisp. Pnnishtnent n1ct crin1e. Fault is found with the old clergy­
men. because thcv allowed no one to vote in ·State n1atters who was .. 
not a. n1ember of the church. This caused no trouble, because soon 
~lfter, they permitted e,·ery 1uan of good moral character to join the 
chnrch. IIavc ,ve, in this age of ligltt, any better basis· of suffrage 
than a good moral <.>haractcr? 

In the excellent historical ad,lrcss of the pastor of this church last 
Sunda.y, he said that formerly the clergy, in prh·atc ancl in public, in­
dulged in splritnou~ liquors-as well as everybody else. That w:ts true, 
but was not all or the truth. Let this be :ul1led: The clergy were the 
first t() ahandon .trllent spirits; they first br.gan the temperance reform, 
fifty ye:1.1·s ago, allll they ha.ve been the pioneers in this glorious rcfor111 
from that day to the present time. 

Should any one who ,vas present at the gathering discover 
that the order of the scnti1nents in the fo!·egoing repln't dif­
fers son1c\vhat from that followed on the occasion itself, and 
that some other ch~uiges have been made, the fact is explained 
by saying that the effort has been, while reproducing the 
meeting in its 1nain features an<l spirit, to give special pro111-
inence to the church in its relation to other churches, nnd to 
the families thut have .. fro1n the curliest ti1ncs, been identified 
'\Yith it. 

Tho titles of other sentin1cnts ,vith the 1utn1cs of the re­
spondents are us follqws : 

The X ationul Govcrnrncnt-Senator (ieo. S. Bout,vcll ; 
by n. dispatch given among the letters printed further on. 
"fhc State Govern1ncut-'Thos. ,,;""inship, 1~sq., liepresentative 
from this town. 1.,hc President of the LT nitcd Stutes-Col. 
John ,, .... Locke, P. JL 'fhe To,vn of Heading --­
"fhc "fo,vn of ,v· ukcficld-I-Ion. James Oliver, chuir1nun of 
the Board of Selectn1en. "fhe Bee he 'f <nvn Library-Lucius 
lleche, ·Esq. Etlucntion-)felvin ,T. llill, Principal of the 
High School. The .. A.r1ny-:\Iuj. ,,:--. S. Greenough. 1.,hc 
Shades of the Departed.-:\Ir~. 1~. C. J>oland. 'fhc S,vuin 
Family-l{ev. T .. A .. En1erson. The \V ulton :Fan1ily-E. I-I. 
,,~alton, Esq. 'The l;ses of Tea-John Ii". llartshornc, Esq. 
Our Triennial Books~ller-X. J. Bartlett, Esq. The :\Iu­
sical Sentiment-Solon ,vultou, chorister of the church. 
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The Influence of "\Voman-James 0. Boswell, Esq. The 
responses it is now quite impossible to print, inasmuch us 

some failed at the time, and others "rere not reported. 
It was a matter of regret that several gentleman formerly, 

or at present, identified with the church, could not be pres­
ent. .A .. mong this number were Dr. Samuel Hart of Brook­
lyn, Rev. T. A. Emerson, pastor at Braintree, and Rev. ,v. 
S. Hawkes, pastor at Fairhaven, all of who~ ,vere sons of 
this church. Rev. Alfred Emerson, a former pastor, was 
compelled to be absent. From other friends of the church, 
who would have been gladly ,velcomed, the co1nmittee re­
ceived the following 

LETTERS: 

1,he first is from our national historian, the I-Ion. George 
Bancroft. 

l\IY DE • .\.R SIR: 

Absence for nearly a ,veek has delayed my answer to your fayor of 
the 15th inst. I an1 heartily glad that JOU have caught the historical 
fever, and trust you ,vill do good service in setting in a bright light the 
great cleeds of our N cw England ancestry, who are never enough to be 
respected and honored. • 

The only n1atter in church history, relating to Reading, which has im­
pressed itself on my mind, relates to the controversy in Northampton 
between Jonathan Edwards and the people of that town. ,vhen the 
greatest or New England's theologians fell into a deplorable controver­
sy with the people of tlrn.t town, and a council was called to pass upon 
the question of his dismission fron1 his n1inistry to them, Edwards had 
to look far in quest of friends on ,vhose vigor of character and indepen­
dence be could rely. It was among the mcrnbers of your churth 
that he found one of his strongest supporters. That 1nan was 
the fa.ther of my fa.ther-Deacon s~-unuel Bancroft. This fact was 
brought n1ore closely to my consideration by n1y long residence in 
N ortluunpt_on, within sight of the house of Edwards, and the shade trees 
which he planted It has always given me satisfaction to know that the 
delegate sent by your church exerted all his influence and fixedness of 
purpose to retain Jonathan Edward'3 in the lo'\""ely town in which he de­
lighted ti> dwell, and from which he never should lun·e been drh·en. 

It is possible that this incident may ha.ve escaped you; if so, I am glad 
to re1uind you of it. I remain, n1y dear sir, with the ·greatest respect, 

Very truly yours, 
GEORGE BANCROFT .... 

REV. ClIARLES R. BLISS. 
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From Ex-Governor John A. Dix, of New York, the fol­
lowing was received : 

NEW YORK, June 16th, 1876. 
DEAU Sn:: 

I havt• just rcceh·ed your fa.vor. Anthony Dix, who ca.nie to Ply­
mouth i11 the second ,·esscl that re·achecl there after the first landing of 
the Pilgrim:--, was the c-ommon :1.nce~tor of Ralph Dix and 1uyself, ~nd I 
remcn1lwr Reading as the residence of one branch of the family; but. 
in the ahst•ncc of the records. I cannot s.n· which. . ~ 

1 should be very happy to be with you on the 21st inst. if it were in 
my power; but as it is not, you will oblig-e n1c by 1naking n1c known to 
those who ma,· be nsscmhled on the occasion, :,s one who; thou!!h ab-. ~-

sent, takes :t cordial interest in their proeeedings. I ,lm. dear sir, 
Uespectfully :1.ml truly yours . 

• TOHN A. DJX. 
REV. CHARLES R. BLISS. 

Senator Geo. S. Bout,Yell, descended fron1 the Boutwells 
,vho "·ere among the early settlers of this town, sent from 
a distant State, ,vhere he was serving upon a committee of 
the LT nited Stutes Senate~ the follo·wing telegraphic dispatch : 

.JACK~ox. )IIS5 .•• Jmw 20th, 18,G. 
REV. CH..\UU•:s lt. BLISS, \V.\KEFIELD: 

If I were in lfo.ssachusetts I should :1.ttend your gathering, th~1.t I 
might rcvh·c and increa5-e my veneration for the }"'ounclers of our Com­
mon wealth, who :1lso estabfo.;he<l the institutions of religion, education 
and libert.,·, to whieh the country owes its existence and char-acter. 

~ . . 

GEO. S. BOUT\VELL. 

:Fro1n Rev. ,John ,v. Chickering, D. D.: 

··LAKESIDE,~, \V.:\KEFIELD, June 20th, 187li. 
RE, .. CHARLES R. BLISS : 

Dear Sir and Brother :-1 a.m sorry not to be ,vith you all ton1orrow. 
I am fond of anniversaries, centennfals, and memorials. I especia11y 
like church commemorations. Our chureh is connected ,vith some of 
my earliest recollections. lly 111e111ory Irn.rdly runs so fa,r back as to 
Father };merson·s settlement,, at which, I belie,e, 1uy father nssisted: 
but of }"'ather Emerson himself, and of his boys and girl~, I h:LYe ~l. ,·cry 
vh·id recollection, including his deep and rich baritone voice, mor<! 
agreeable in singing than in the occasional gentle 1·eproofs which his 
children 01'! .their y.oung_ visitors ruay ha,·e sometimes needed; not _that 



74 

he ,vas a scolding man, by a11y·n1eans, but even rniniste'rs' children may 
do wrong. 

At a later period, I have pJeasant recollections of stage rides along 
the beautiful htke-shore-i. c. ''side of the pond"-wishing I could lh·c 
in so pretty a spot. Then came a trying time· to 111c, and I fear, n1orc 
so to this congre~ation-August 9th, 1829, when, a boy of twenty-one, 
I preaehed n1y first two sermons as a full fledged H<.~cnthl.te, in the .p.ul­
J>it, and, worse still, in the presence of the Yenerablc pastor, kin<l, but 
sound and observant, :1nd with only too good a field for his critical 
jud~ment. 

Now, for nearly ten years I ha.\·e dwelt among tho ~hildren and ehil­
<lren"s chiltlren of that congregation, a_nd other families, like n1y own, 
new-comers. So I send my cordial gre~tings to you, as one of you, 
with the hope tha.t our <.~hihlren ancl childrnn~s children 1uay not ha.vc 
reason to be itsh.uneil ·or us; while thc~y sJrnll exceed IJoth us and our 
fathers in all th.at goes to make good citizens and goo<.l christians. 

Yours, all, with regards and regrets, 
JOHN \V. CHICKERING. 

P~r Type-writing--1naehinc. Not in use iu our father~, days. 

From Daniel Allen, Esq. : 

Rt:lIXEY, X. II:", June 20th, 1876. 
BELOVED PASTOR: 

Your kind letter was receh·ed yesterday. I was glad to learn that 
you were to h,tve a social Ce11ten11ia.l gathering of onr church and con­
gregation. I need no~ say to yon how much pleasure it would gh·c us 
to be with you, hut we shall haxc to furego it. 

There is no nation but om·s, and no com1nunity but New Engfand, 
that h~ts such a glorious history, and such rich and interesting n1aterial 
for centennials and re-unions. The high :1.nd holy motires which aetu­
aterl our Christian ancestors in lasing the fottnllations of our (•ountry 
and its institutions, are worthy of everlasting remembrance. How ap­
propriate, t.hen~ for our ancient church in ,vakefieltl, whit~h has stood so 
long, and is so t1·ue :i witne~~ for the "f.Lith once deJin .. retl to the saints,~, 
to re\"iew its history, to gather instruetion frotn our pious fathers "who 
lived .ind walked with God.,, 

I wi,l gh·e in closing the following sentiment: 

The keynote of our Pilgrim Fathers-The Bible and Free Schools. 
The history of one hundred years has given sufficient evidence that no 
substitute for them has been found, as the ground of a nation's prosperi• 
ty, or of true and genuine civilization. 

You1·s truly, 
-. D.WIEL .ALLEN. 

REY. CHA BLES B. BLISS. 
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CONCERNING THE PRESENT USAGES, RULES AND 
INSTRUMENTALITIES OF THE CHURCH AND 

PARISH, WITH THE NAMES OF THE 
N!EMBERS OF EACH. 

THE CHURCH. 

PRINCIPLES A...i..'"'iD RULES. 

1. This church is independent in its internal organization and man­
agen1ent. It controls the admission, discipline and removal of its mem­
bers, according to its own conception of the la,v of Christ. It will, 
however, extend to. sister Congregational churches, and receive fron1 
them, fellowship, advice and assistance. 

2. ADlIISSION" _.\.XD TR.tL~SFER OF l\lE)IBERS.-Candidates for mem­
bership n1eet the Church Committee, not to undergo a rigid examina­
tion, but to state their reasons for believing themselves to be Christians. 
They receive each a copy of the Church Confession, and if they express 
no dissent from it before the Sabbath of their public reception, they are 
held to have endorsed it. They also prepare a brief statement of their 
experience, to be read at the preparatory lecture, at which jme a vote 
of admission, conditioned upon their taking the Covenant upon the 
Sabbath following, and tipon their receiving or having received Bap­
tism, wi!l then be t.aken. 

l\Iembers of other churches, enjoying church privileges with us, are 
clesired to present letters at an early date ; and such letters alone, 
except for special reasons, shall entitle them to a membership in this 
body. 

liembers of this church who remove their residence from this place, 
are expected to transfer their relation to so1ne other church within two 
yem~s a~ter leaving us, applying for letters of dismission in writing • 
.Auel if, after having been notified of this rul~, absent members shall re­
fuse or neglert. to ask such letters, and fail to give adequate reasons for 
the omissi.Qn,. th_e chutch may withd~·aw from them its watch and care. 
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3. RIGHTS AXD DUTIES OF MEXBERS • .;_Every ·member bas a tight 
to church privileges till he fo1feits it, and~ when accused of misconduct, 
he bas a right to know the definite charges 111:ule against him, and to 
have an open and candid trial. -

Every me1nbm· is under solemn obligation to promote the peace, pur­
ity and prosperity of the church. Should any member feel aggrieved 
by the conduct of another, he should heed the injunction of Christ con­
tained in l\Iatthew XVIII: 15-17. Should any men1ber wbh to join 
another church, he should ask in· a proper spirit to be dismissed fron1 
this. Should any member adopt religious views radically different 
from those held by us, and, blameless of any other offence, forsake our 
communion, the church may withdraw fellowship from such person 
,vithout taking the usual steps of disci1lline, and thenceforth his relath·e 
position shall be like that of one who had 11e¥cr joined us. 

4:. CHuRCH CENSURES.-This church regards hnn1oral conduct, 
breach of express covenant vows, a.nd neglect of acknowledged relig­
ious duties,_ as offences subject to censure; and the several censures of 
the church are: private reproof, public admonition, _suspension from 
church privileges, and excommuµication. 

5. 01''FICERS.-Thc permanent officers of this church are the Pastor 
or Pastors, and fou1· Deacons. The Pastor is elected by the church in 
conjunction with the parish. The Deacons are chosen by the church! 
and hold their office as the church n1ay direct. Tlte a.nnual o_tfi,cers are 
a Clerk, a Treasurer, and a Church Co1umittee. The Clerk shall keep 
the church record. The Treasurer, who shall be a Deacon, shall man­
age the pecuniary affairs of the church, subjeet to the direction of the 
board of Deacons, \\"ho shall authorize all expenditures, and audit all 
accounts. The Treasurer shall present to the church a yP-arly report. 
The Churc\l Committee shall consist of the Pastor and th·e lay brethren, 
,vhose duty it shall be to receive the statements of those wbhing to join 
the church, and report to the church the names of cand idatcs approved 
hy them, to look after the spii'itual interests of. the brotherhood, and to 
he the organ through which 111attet·s of discipline shall he presented to 
the church. 

(l. COlDIITTEE UPO:s THE SABB.:\.TH SCHOOL.-There shall be chosen 
annually a Comn1ittee of three, to act as a medium of co_mmunication 
between the church and Sabbath School. In connection with the Pastor 
and Superintendent, they shall seek to bring the School into close con­
nection with the church; devise ,vays and means to replenish the libra­
ry.,. a~~ 1·ende1· .in all possible ways such assistance as the best interest~ 
of the School may require. 
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STANDING REGULATIONS. 

1. The ·annual meeting for the choice of officers shall be held in 
.January, at such tin1e as the Pastor and Deacons may appoint. Every 
business meeting shall be notified f1·0111 the pulpit on the Sabbath pre­
eeding the meeting, and such ~-., n1eeting shall be called ,vhenever th~c 
1uen1bers express in writing their desire that one should be hel<l. 

2. All officers shall be chosen by ballot. 

3. The church will celeb1·ate the Lord's Supper on the first Sabbath 
afternoon of JanuarJ·, l\Iarch, l\iay, July, September and November, 
and, ordinarily, baptism will be administered on those occasions. Pre­
paratory Lecture will be preached at some time during the previous 
,veek. 

4. Candidates for admission will be propounded, ordinarily, two 
weeks before their reception. 

5. The Pastor shall preside in all meetings of the church. In his 
absence, the duty shall be discharged by the senior Deacon present. 

(;. All business meetings shall be opened ·,vith prayer. 

The foregoing Rules may be changed by a ,·ote of two-thirds of the 
1nembers present at any legal _meeting. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 30, 1765, AND "CSED ACCORDING TO RULE 2ND, 

· UNDER THE HEAD OF PRIXCIPLES AND RULES. 

1. ,v e believe in one eternal, almighty Goel, the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, who created the world by his power, and governs it by his 
providence, and is the Redee1ner of the fallen world by His Son, J es~s 
Christ. 

2. ,v e believe the holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to 
be the word of God, and adhere to the1n as the only rule of faith and 
practice, directing us in all matters of divine worship, and in Church­
administration, as well as in an holy life and conversation. 

3. \Ve belie\°e that our first parents fell from that estate of integrity, 
honor and happiness, in which God at first created them, and that all 
mankind fell in them by their transgression in eating the forbidden 
fruit, and that thereby they involved themselves and their posterity in a 
state of sin and death; and that in consequence hereof, all the genera­
tions of Adam, are born in a state of corrupted nature, destit,ute of orig­
inal rigl)teousness and purity, under the curse of a broken law, and so 
re-ndered liable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and all the 
pains of hell forever. .And that God hath from all eternity chosen a 
certain number of lapsed or fallen 1nankiud to life and sahyation as the 
end, and faith in Christ and holiness as the means. 

,!. ,v e belieYe that God, in compa.ssion to the sinful, perishing state 
of 1nn.nkind, fore-ordained, and in the fullness of tin1e sent. llis only 
hegotton Son, to be the Sa.viour of the world; and that Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, beca1ne true ancl real man, being made of a woman, aucl 
in all things like unto his brethren, sin only excepted ; and at the sa1ne 
time in his original nature, God o,·et· all~ blessed forcYermore; hcing­
God and n1an in one person. 

-). Tlrn,t Christ the Son of God ha.ving, in complia.nce with hi~ 
Father's will, taken on him the. nature of man, bath therein substituted 
himself, to bear our sins in his sacrifice on tho cross for the expiation of 
them, and humbled himself iu his obedience unto death for our redemp­
tion, whereby he has n1ade a true and perfect satisfa.ction to God for the 
sins of man. 

6. That he rose agah1 fron1 the dead 011 the third day, and ascended 
into heaven as our Yictorious Redeemer, aud sitteth at the right hand of 
God~ making intercession for us, and having power ~iYen l1im <->,··er all' 
things in heaven a.nd on earth. 
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7. That he sustains and executes the three-fold vffice of Prophet,. 
Priest; and King in his Church. 

8. That in the exercise of his office as Redeemer, ancl of th~fullness 
of power comtnitted to him, he has published the gospel covenant; re­
quiring faith and repentance of sinful n1en, in order to pardon and sal­
vation; and we must look to be pardoned and saved only through the 
merits of Christ, applied by faith as our 011ly available plea before God 
in opposition to all works, not only those of the Jfosaic law, but all 
works of righteousness, which we a.re supposed to have done, or can 
do, either before or after grace received; and the only solid ground of 
the imputation of the righteousness of Chl"ist to us for our justification, 
is our union to Christ by faith, and not works of obedienc~, though a 
lively faith, uniting to Christ, ,vill be ever followed with works of gos-
1>el obedience. 

9. We believe the Holy Spirit is given through the merit and inter­
cession of Christ, to make applica.tion of his purchased Redemption to 
men's souls; and that his graeions influences are necess,iry to a life of 
faith and obedience; and p:trti~ularly the regenerating and renewing 
}lower and grace of the Holy Spirit are necessary to quicken sinners nat­
urally dead in sin, impotent, ancl aYerse to all spiritu,\l good; and to 
lea.d them into the life of God; ancl his -gracious aids :u·e to be sought 
and depended on by believers in all their acts of the spiritu,tl life, 
whereby they are enabled to persevere to perfection. 

10. That Christ hath instituted· a. gospel n1inistry, and the two sacra .. 
ments of B"ptism and the Lord's Supper, as the outward n1eans of the 
application of Redemption, to be obaerved in his Church till his second 
coming. 

11. ,ve belieYe in :tnother life after this life, n.ncl that Christ will 
come again, and raise the dead, and judge the worhl; and tlrn.t we must 
all appear before the judgment settt of Christ. 

12. That a.t the fa.st day, the wicked shall be acljudgctl to e,·erlasting 
punishment, and the righteous to life eternal. 

The abo\"'c Cn.h·i!}istie Artfoles of :Faith ·we receive as beittg agreeable 
to the wo.'t"d of G~d, and the common. rcceh-ed opinion of these 
Churches. 
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COVENANT 

USED OX .AD)IISSION 01' )IE)lBERS. 

You, ,vtio now present yourself (selves) before the Lord, do, in the 
presence of the great God, n.nd 9f Ilis people, devoutly acknowled~c 
the God of our fathers to be the only Ih·ing ancl true God, ancl receh·e 
Him to be your God in covenant, giving up yourself (selves) in and 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, desiring and resolving to Io,·e and fear 
Him, and walk before Him in holiness ancl rig-hteousnP.ss all the davs of - ~ 

your life. 

You also belie,e in the Lord Jesus Christ, the only :1.nd eternal Son of 
God, and Saviour of fallen man ; and do receive him as the P1·ophet, 
Priest and King of your salvation, according to the everlasting gospel, 
clepending upon him for righteousness and everlasting life. · 

You likewise belie\'"e in the Holy Ghost as the author of all grace and 
comfort, and give up yourself (selves) to him to be sanctified, comforted 
an<l guided to eternal glory. 

You do also declare your belief of the holy Scriptures, the Old and 
New Testament, as given by inspir-ation of God, and the only perfect 
rule of faith and practice, resolving, by the help of divine grace, to walk 
according to this 1·ule. 

(The Ordinance of Baptism is here to be administered.) 

You do also give up yourself (selves) to this Church, co\'"enanting ancl 
promising together with us, by the assistance of di\·ine grace, that you 
will walk together with us as a member (members) of the same mysti­
cal body, in all the holy ordinances of the.Lord, blarneless; submitting 
yourself (selves) to the regular exercise of the discipline of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in this Church, in the way of gospel order, peace and 
union.-This you solemnly profess ancl promise. · 

(THE CHURCH REP~Y.) 

We then receive you to our holy communion, and promise, by divine 
help, that we will walk together with you in brotherly love and holy 
watchfulness, t-0 our mutual edification, in the faith and fellowship of 
out" Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN. 



THE PARISH. 

BY-LAWS. 

ART. 1. The annual n1eeting of the Parish for the elcc=tion of officers 
shall Le held in the rnonth of l\larch; and other 1neetings may he held 
at such times a.s the Assessors sha.il or(ler; and it shall be the duty of 
the Assessors to c:tll a. $pecia.l meeting of the Parish on the request of 
ten 1nen1bers of the Parish, 1n,ule in writing. 

ART. 2. At the annual n1eeting the fol!o,ving officers shall be chosen, 
viz: ~loderator, Clerk, .Assessors, Treasurer., Collector, and such other 
officers as may be required . 

. A.ItT. 3. Even"' 1neetino- shall he held in l}Ursua.nce of a warrant, un-., 0 

der the hands of the .Assessors, directed to the Clerk, who shall record it 
and post :1. copy upon the meeting-house. to r~main :it lea.st over one 
Sabba.th before the 1ueetin o-. 

. 0 

.AitT. 4. In giYing notice of the hour of meeting, the Bell shall be 
rung: twice; the first time, one hour before the time natued iu the w .. u-­
rant, and the sel"on<l time at s~tid hour for n1eeting. 

AitT. 5. The warrant shall express the time and place of the meet­
ing, and nothing acted upon shall ha,·e any legal operation unless the 
subject matter thereof shall lrnxe been inserted in the warrant. 

ART. G. The Clerk, or if there is no Clerk, or if he is absent, the 
Assessors, or either of the111, or the Ti-ea.surer or Collector shall preside 
in the choice of a l\1odcrator, and a Clerk may then be chosen eitlu:r 
11ro te1nporc, or lo fill a vacancy .is the case nrny require. 

AI{T. 7. The Clerk, Assessors, Treasurer an<l Collertor shall be 
chosen by written b:tllot~, and shall Le sworn. The 1loderator may 
adn1ini:;;ter the oath of ofliee to the Clerk, and the Clerk to the Asses­
sor~, Treasur•~r and Collector'.·, -or sai<l-uaths -ma.v be adn1inistered bv a . ., ., 

Justice of the Peace. 

AuT. 8. .Any person wishing to become a nlen1ber of this Parish, 
n1ust !)lake a written application at any regular notified meeting to the 
Clerk, and he shall Lecome a member on his recei~·ing ~he vot~ of two­
thirds c,f the legal voters present at such n1ecting. Or when the I>arish 
is not in ses:;ion, should a.ny pPrson wi:;hin_g- to becon1e a. member 1uake 
:\ written applicati,m to the Clerk, he shall make it known to the As-



sessors, and if the Clerk together with the Assessors sha.11 he unanimous 
in their opinio n, in recei\"ing such applicant, he sha.11 be held to be a 
1uen1ber. 

ART. U. Pcr~ons bc1nnging to the Parish shall be held to be n1e1nbers 
until they file with the Clerk a written notice Jieclaring the dissolution 
of their 111embcrship. 

ART. IO. No p~·rson shall Jun·e a right to yotc in the affairs of the 
Parish, unless he is a member thereof.·, 

ART. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to record the transactions 
of all m:~etinzs, reP-onl and phtee on file all letters ancl applications to 
th,~ Parbh. and to keep :t register hook in whieh sh:tll be writ.ten the 
names of 1ncmbcrs, sh,Jwing ·when acltuitted, when <liscbargcd or de• 
ceased. 

ART. 12. The~e By-L!tws m:1y he altered or ame1Hlecl at :1ny regnlar 
me ting of the Pari~h, the sub_jcct matter of such alterations or an1end­
ments being inserted in the warr:rni.. 

PUBLIC l\:"'"ORSHIP. 

The <·hnrch adheres to the atH•ient praeti<·P, a.nil expcets two sern1ons 
on the s~tbbath. The serric-cs commence at 10 1-! A. ~.!., and 2 3-4: 
P. l\1. 

Doxolog-v. 
lnvocat:·o"'n. 
~inging. 

Order of Scn:i~es. .A.. M. 

Scripture Reading. 
Praver. 

Te Deum Laudamus. 

Dcnediction. 

Sermon. 
Praver. 
Singing. 

Snh~titnting an Antlwn1 for the Doxology, and a Seleetion hy the 
Ch11h· for the Te Denm Lamlamu:-;. and dropping the lnYucation, the 
ortlt!r for the afternoon is the same. 

The l\lis~ionary Con<~ert i~ hehl on the fir~t Sa.hhath e,·ening of ~aeh 
n1onth; the Sahb&tth S1·hool Com•t•rt on the scc-onci, an<l a prayt!l" meeting 
on e,u•h of the remaining ont!s. Tlwsc meetings l."0111mtmce at halt~past 
six o"ck,ck. 

The Chnrch pr:t~·er mretin:r is hekl on Tnes,l~y e,ening, ~ommencing 
in wintt>r at half-p:tst sen.•n, in summer at a qu:.u ter before eight. 

The Young- Peoplt~·s pnt~·<'1· nH'<'lin~, :1 ltPrnating at son1e seasons,, it!1 
the Pa~toi-'s Bil.JI~ class, is held on Fl'iday ev~uing. 
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THE SERVICE OF SONG. 

This is led by a Quartette who receh-e compensation, sustained by a 
choir, and participated in by the congregation. 

Organist, :Miss j\Jary l\1c.AHi~Lcr. 

Quartettc. 

.lir. Solon ,v alton, Leader anrl Tcno1·. 
l\Irs. Solon ,v aiton, Alto. 

::\liss E. Perkins, Soprano~ 
:\Ir. C. CrosbY, Bass. ., 

TENOR. 
}Ir. J. C.Hartshorne 
., J. H. Hartshorne, 
" C. A. S. Troup 
"' \Vallace Kendall 
•' Hiran1 P. Flagg 

I 

BASS. 
"' E. H. ,valton 
• , Henry Haskell 
•' J. F. Emerson 
" .J. ,v. Pol:lnd 
·' . P. H. Southworth 
•· Herbert ,v. ,v alton 
·· Kingman S. Nichol~ 

Cltoir. 

SOPRANO. 
l\Iiss Ella l\I. Dager· 

" ~hTa. A. Ste"arns 
•· Rosa. V. Xe~mith 
" Nellie A. l\·liller 
" Hattie E. Perkins 
" Florence Burditt 

ALTO. 
llrs Kate l\f. Ho,varcl . 
l\1iss Hattie E. Hall 

·' Laura P. Flagg 
'' Annie L. Ballard 

S.A .. BBA TH SCIIOOL. 
OFFICERS AXD TEACHERS . 

Superintendent. 
Dea. ,John G . ..\.born. 

.Asst. Superintendent. 
George II. Maddock. 

Secretary an(l Treasurer. 

,villiam P. l">re:--ton. 

Harry Foster. 

Dea. A. ,v. Cha pm n n 
.T oseph Burditt 
G. \Y. Ken<l:tll 
Charles H. Stearns 
Charles F. Richartl~on 
Chester ,v. Eaton 
\Vin. S •. Greenough 
Samuel K: Hamilton 

Libra.riani. 

,vaUace l{endall. 

Teac!tcrs. 

! E. I-I. ,v alton 

H. ,v. Brown. 

l Herbert ,v. "\Valton 
I G. H. :Maddock 
1 \\. aldo .E. Cowdrev 
1 ,Jncoh C. Hartsho1:nc 
Geo. \V. Aborn 
E. E. Emerson 
.l\1_r~~ Cha~·Ies R. Blis_s 



l\Irs . .Addison Hubbard 
·' Eliza T. :Frecn1an 
.. Charles II. Shepard 
'' Sarah Smith 
" Charles H. Stearn:; 
·' ,John \V. ,Vbitc 
·' L. D. No,es ., 
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i l\irs. \Vill. .A. Blanchard 
! :Miss Ellen Clayes 
1 .. E~ther C. Allen 
: '" IIattie A. Cate 
I 
1 

•• Addie C. Lane 
! .. Emma E. Currier 
l • • N cllie A. :Miller 

Infant Class-l\Iiss }'r:inces S. Clayc:-. 

\Vboll! 111embership of the School, ;;;,;1. 

A Union Sabbath School in l\lontrose draws from this church support 
as follows: 

Dea. George n. l\Iorrison. Superinkudc,ll. 

Tcachcr.r.:: • 

• T oseph Burditt. \filiia1n P. }>rc:;ton. ,v allacc Kendall. 
Jlrs. }:. T. 'Frec1nan. )Irs. L. D. Xon~=". l>ea. A. ,Y. Chnpman. 

INSTRUl\IENT.A.LITIES OJ' llEXEVl)l,EXC.E. 

Three annual collections are taken h)· so1ic-itors, ,·iz.: For the Amer­
icn.n Boa.rel, The Hon1e l\tis8ion:.u·y Socil~ty. :11Hl The A1uerican llissiou­
ary As~ociation. Collections for the tlifft~r~•ut ,lPn«nnin.,ti«aual and other 
Socie~ie$, are taken in the church. 

The La.dies~ Charitable Sm·icty lab ws efficiently in pro,·iding boxes for 
Home 1\Iissionarv fan1ilfos, arnl for the nccth· nearer at ha.nd. 

~ ~ 

t?_f!icer.-.. 

'.Mrs. T. J. Skinner, President. l\[r~. George II. l\la.ddoek. r. Prr'.~ident. 
" A. S. Atherton, Secrctai·y. l\lis:,; E~ther c .. Allen, Trr:os11rer. 

Dircctresses. 

1\Irs. John T. Judkins. l\frs. D. T. 1\Iiller. l\Irs. S. K. Hamilton. 

The ,v on1an's 1"1issionary Societ.v is :1uxi1iarv to the ,v 01uan"s Boanl .. ., ., 

of l\lissions. 

Officers. 

~Mrs. Charles R. Bliss, Directress. l\fr~. C. E. l\IcKa.y, Secretltry .. 
llrs. George II. l\iaddock, Trcasu,rer. 
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The Relief Committee exists, to gh·e a.id to families and persons whose 
necessities re(1uire it. It is n. large committee, and is snbdh-ided into 
an Executive Committee of fh·e, and Stn-enteen other comn1ittees. of 
four each. Collections to supply funds arc taken in church, and the 
work is done according to the suggestions of the following card, whieh 
is given to each member: 

••HE CAUEFrL TO )L\l~TAIX GOOD \\ .. OUK~_., 

VISITOR,S CARD. 

DISTRICT No. 

".".\:\IE~ OF CO:\DIITTEE. 

PREJ.DII~At:Y.-Xe,·er <·unYey the impression that you lun·e been 
rlppoin(ed to Yi:o.:.it. 
( r.) Call upon our own fatnilies to ascertain who will furnh,h delicacies 

or other a~~istancc for the sick, and aid for the poor, on application 
from You. 

(:!.) Call upon families known not to be connected with any religiou~ 
~ociet,·. and indte them to attend church. and send their children to 
the s: School. · 

( .)• .l Call upon new residents who 111ay be supposed to have affiliations 
with us, and invite them to church. 

<-+-) Call upon the sick~ and if they need other assistance than what you 
can render, report them to the Secretary and the Pastor. 

(_:;.) Call upon tho~e in straitened circumstances, and see what aid can 
be judiciously rendered, and report as abo,·e. 

( 6.) Seek out neglected children, and if they need clothing report them 
to the Charitable Society, and bring them to the Sabbath School. 

Give religion a place in your conversation, and endeavor to create 
n1utual acquaintance and sympathy among the people. 

Let the conuuittee confer tog~ther, and depute one of their number to 
1nake a report on or near the first of each n1onth to the Secretary of the 
General Committee. 

.AN}.'"l_T AL EXPENSES. 
Whole amount for the year 1876, 

DISTRIBUTED 

For Pastor's Salary, 
Church 1\iiusic, 
Ser\"ices of the Janitor, 
~liscellaneous Expenses, • • 

$2,000 
600 
175 
~ ')-
~ .. D 

$3,200 
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OFFICERS AXD l\IEl\IBERS OF THE CHURCH 

"MARCH 1, 1877. 

Pastor .. 

CHARLES R. Br.I~~-

George R. ~1 orrison. 
Cyrus N. "\Vhite. 

Abbott, l\ilary 
..A.born, Elizabeth 
Aborn, John G. 
.Aborn, Mary E. 
Aborn, George ,v. 
Aborn, 1\-1:trJ F. 
Allen, Daniel 
Allen, Abi \Y. 
Allen, S:trah P. 
.Allen, Esther C. 
Allen, l\lark "\Y. 
Allen, Parthina E. 
Ame~, . .:\zel .Jr. 
Ames, Sarah l>. T. 
Atherton, }:mma A. 
Atherton, ..-\rlon S. 
.Atherton, Susan :\I. 
Atherton, "\V"illiam 8. 
.Atherton, Sa.rah Bell 

Ba.eon, .Jane .M. 
Bailey, .Alpha X. 
Ba.ileY. l\Ian· F. 
Ballai·cl, ,Yiiliam 
Ballard, II,uinah .J. 
Ballard, ..An11ie Lueretia 
llancrott, .Elizabeth R. 
Bartlett . .i\Iamie E. 
Herr,, Leander ~­
Blasland, Gideon H. 
Hlaslaud, l\f eliss.t K. 
Hhl.nchard, "\Yill. A. 
Blanchard, 1\1. Addie 
Bliss, Charle~ H. 
Bliss, :Marv F. 
Boardn1a.n: Nancy .A. 
Boardman, l\loses 
Boardman, Susan R. 
Boswell, .James 0. 
Britton, Richard 
Britton, Sarah 
Brown, l\'lary A. 

Deacons. 

Amos W. Chapn1an. 
John G. Aborn. 

1lfernbers. 

I 

Brown, Eldra J. 
Bryant, Clarissa 0 . 
Burditt, Joseph 
Burditt, Florence 
Butler, ~lary ":--. 

Carey, Gilman 
Care\·, Betsev l\l. 
Carev. Alber~t C. 
Cate: Hattie A . 
Chapman, Amos ,, .. 
Cha.se. Sarah E. 
Chickering, ,John "-. 
Chickering, .Frances E. 
Cla.yes, Dana 
CbJes, Ellen 
Clayes, Frances S . 
Coffin, Annie R. 
Colby, S. l\L P . 
Cowclrev·. \Valdo E. 
Crane, "\Yilliam 
Crane, Sar.th A. 
Currier, Hannah E. 
Currh·r, Alonzo A. 
Currier, l\Iary E. 
Currier. Enuirn E. 
Currier, Alice r;_ 

I 
1 Dager, Ella. l\I. 
Darlin~. DaYid 11. 
Davis, liannah U. 
Dearborn, N. D. 
Dearborn, Lucv S. 
Dunshee, Sarah l\I. 

Eaton, Chester " .. 
Eaton, }:mma <;. 
Emer~on, Ada.1inf• 
Emerson, (;t.·or~c 
Emerson, Emily X. 
En1erson, En;rt.~ne E. 
Emerson; Sophia P: 



Emerson, George D. 
I~mmon~, :Mary Ann 
Eust.is, .James 
Enrns, Charles A. 
EYans, Olive l\1. 

Fl:tgg, Laura P. 
Flagg, Laura E. 
Flitgg-, Hiran1 P. 
Folsom, IlEAh .. n A. 
}..,ostt~r. E1iz:1het.h R. 
Fo~ter, .Jon a than 
Foster, Aaron A. 
Foster, Rehec·ca T. 
Fo~ter, f'aroline F. 
Foster, Harry· 
F1·ecm:u1, Eliza. T. 
lh·eeman, Dora. 

Gardner, .Ahig-ail B. 
G<1rd1wr, Nellie l\I. 
Gihh, .James 
Gibb, Est.Jwr Lcn-ina 
Goclrrev, \Varren H. 
Gorlfre,~, ElJen K. 
Gou le 1. · Le Hl is:-t. 
Green, Sn~a.n E. 
Greenong-h, ,villian1 S. 
Greenough, Elizabeth l\I. 

1-Iilll, E,·eline N. 
H:111 ... J t~rvslrn. 
Hall. Hattie E. 
ll:tn1ilton, S:rnrnel K. 
Han1ilton, Annie E. D. 
Hart., Hann:-t.h l\l. 
Ha:·t. Heurv .J. 
Hart., L. AtJ2't15t:t 
Hai tslwrne, Ida L. 
Hart:,;hornP, .Jaeoh C. 
Haskt .. ll, 11,·nrr ,Jr. 
Ha:--kt•ll. Ahhi~ 1\1. 
Hawkl•~. Elt>t•ta B. 
Hayward, ,John R. 
lla,·ward. ~larr Ann 
1-lt~;tth, I l<-lt-'n w 

Ht•n·,·r. Carrie E. 
IIiJI, ~lt>ldn ,J. 
Hill, Louis:t E. 
Hoh~on, S:Hlit~ :\I. 
Holt. \Va ltPl' E. 
Horton. Anna R.. 
Howard, Kate :\I. 
Huhhar<l, Arldison 
Huhhanl. L,wy A. 
Huntt-r, N ath,i:n A. 
lluntcr. Cfa.rbs:1. 
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Hutchinson, Eliza A . 

. Judkins, ,John T. 
• Judkins, Lucy A. 

Kelton. Ada E. 
Kendall, George \V . 
Kenclall, :\-f yr:t l\L 
Kenrlall. ,v nllaee 
Kilgore, Emma. G. 
Kimball, ~tephen L. 
Kimball. Asenath 
King-man, Sa.rah R. 
Kingman, Lucy ]~ . 

Lane, David P. 
Lane, l\fary A. 
Lane, A<lclie C. 
Leg-g-<>tt, 0. Annie 
Linnell, Hannah C. · 
LockP, Elizabeth ,,r. 
Ma,l<lnck, George H. 
:\la<ldcwk, Florence J. 
. Mar:..hall, Alson L. 
:\lar:..hall, Sarnh A. 
:\Iarston, Oti~ 
:\larston, Hannah 
~lartin, Thom:ts J. 
:\lilrtin, ,Julia. 
:\Iartin. Annie S. 
:\Jaynell, EY<>ln1 
::\Ic-i(av, Ch:-u·l;>tte E. 
\lillt-r: M:tn· L. 
Jlilh•r. Nellie A. 
:\liuikin, Mary A. 
:\loom~\·, Am;i~ I. 
:\loor:,;,~ Sarah K. 
:\lorri~on, Geor!!'e R. 
:\lorrison, Sar,th E. 
:\lorri~un. S. G,~orgette 
:\lose:-:, Elizaheth 
.:\lurr:ty, Nellie A . 

N1·smith, Rn~aline V. 
. Kit·hol!', l\lary A. 
Xi1·hols. Emih- G. 
Xit·hnl~, .J :tmes 
Nit•hnl:,;. Caroline R. 
~it·hol:-:~ King-111:tn S. 
~ii-hol~. l\larr C. 
Ki<·hc-,1:--. G, .. oi•g-p, F. R. 
N'it·hols. Annit> E. 
Xor<·ros:,;, Danh!l 
N' n1·t·ro:--:-;. E 1 h·n 
X,,r,·r, ,~:-;. Sarah H. 
Noyes, Lucretia D. 



N":ye, Abbie F. 

OliYer, Sarah 
Olirer, Jarnes 
Oliver, Almira S. 

Pm·ker, Samuel Jr. 
P4u-ker, Eliza L. 
J>crkins, Lydia, K. 
Perkins, Zillah E. 
1>crki11s, Aln1ira 
Perkins, Frances 0. 
Perkins. llarriet .E. 
Pierce, Susan 
Poland, Emily C. 
Poland, Ella l\I. 
Pond, LYdia A. 
Potter, l\lartha G. 
Preston, \Vilfoun P. 
Proctor, l\lattie. 

Rand, 1\'Iary 
Rit·hardson, Charles F. 
Richardson; 1\Iargaret I. 
Richanl5on, Frederick E. 

S.t Yage, George 
s~tVa}!e, Emma 
Savage, En1ma 
Savage, Ann .Maria 
Savage, ~Joseph G. 
S.wa2"e. H:trriet N. 
Sava;i:e, Harriet G. 
Shedd, Sarah A. 
Ski111H-1 "t', l\l:try A. 
Skin ncr. T .• J ncJ~on 
Skinner. Hattie E. 
Smith, .N a1wy 
Smith, ~ara.h 
Southworth, :\[ason S. 
Southworth, Sophia L. 
Sonthwnrth. Palmer H. 
Sp:tnltli11g. Lntintb. 
Stearns, Charle~ II. 
~tearn:--, llenriett:L C. 
St.earn~, l\l ,. ra .. ~. 
Stevens, LiH'y II. 
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' Sto,vell, Henry ,v. 

I 

Stowell, l\Iary E. 
Stowell, Issachar 
Stowell, l\Iary E. 
Strong, Edward T. 
Strong-, Annie G. 
Sweetser, Selina 
Sweetser, l\lo::;es 
Sweetser, Leonard 
S·weetser. Delphia. E. 
Swec~t~er, }:d ward 
Sw·ect:5er, Lizzie B. 
Sweetser, Frank H. 
S_ykes, l\htrgaret :F. 

Townsend. Jacob 
Townsend, N:uH'Y 
Tronp, Charles A: S. 
Tronp, E. l◄:. 
Tuft:--, Charles II. 
Tufts, Emma L. 

i Cnllerwood, l~mil_y S. 

\Vales, l\Iarv 
\Valton, Ani1 
\Valton, Nancy 
,Yalton, Oli\'er 
\Valton, Hannah F. 
\Valton, E. H. 
\Valton, Sarah S. 
\l" aJton, Solon 
\Valton, Ann l\fo.ria 
\Valton. H~rbert ,v. 
\\raltlHl, Rcbe<."c•a. T. 
\Veetl, Georg-e C. 

I \Vhitt>, Sarah 
j \\"hitt•, Cyrus N. 
! \\"hite, Rnth P. 
! \Vhite. s,~lim S. 
\\.hite, Ed:-;on \V. 
\\"hit.e, ,John \V. 
\\"hitP, Etta :\lay 
\\'Int.••, Nanc,· ., 
\\"illi:--, \\'illi:~m II. 

I \Vibon, Mar~aret N. 
! \\'in~low, llar\'eY ~-, . 



89 

PARISH OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1876, .AND A LIST CF 
l'.IEMBERS. 

James F. Emerson, Secretary. 
T. ,J. Skinner, Treasurer . 

..Assessors. 
George ,v . .Aborn, J. C. Hartshorne, W. S. Greenoug1i. 

'--

Oomuiittee on Music. 
G. H. :Maddock, T .• J. Skinner, N. D. Dearborn. 

Collector, G. H .. l\'lorrison. ..Auditor, E. E. Emerson . 

Ahhott, Benj. F. 
Abbott, George 
.A.born, George ,,r. 
.A.born, John G. 
Aldrich, B. F., .Tr. 
Allen, Daniel 
Ames, Azel, Jr. 
Arrington, G. B. 
.Arrington, \V. JI. 

Ballard, ,vnliam 
Beebe, Lucius 
Blancha.rd, Stephen H.. 
Bliss, Charles R. 
Boardman, E. E. 
Boardman, !\loses 
Boswell, James<>. 
Britton, Richanl 
Burditt~ George 
Burditt, ,Joseph 
Burditt, ,Villfrun 
Burrill, A. 

Carey, Albert C. 
Carey, George E. 
Carey, Gilman 
Carpenter, George 0. 
Uhapn1an, A. \Y. 
Clark, J. H. 
Corey, Charles A. 
Cowtlrev, ,Jonas 
Cowdrej·, ,v. E. 
Currier, A. A. 

Darling-, Da.vid II. 
Dt\\·ies, David L. 
Davis, Charles 
Dearborn, ~- D. 

. Jfembers. 

Eaton, Chester "\-V. 
Eaton, Everett W. 
Ea.ton, Henry L . 
Emerson, E ... E . 
Emerson, James ·.F. 
Emerson, Thom~l.s 
Emerson, Thomas A. 

\ EYans, Charles A. 
I Eustis, .James 
I 

l Foster, Aaron 
I 
Godfrey, ,v arren H. 
Gowing, G. 
Green, Charles ,,r. 
Greenough, ";"m. ~-

1 H:unilton, Samuel K. I Hanson. 1\1. P. 
Hart, Abner B. l Hart, I-Ienry .J. 

1
1 Hartshorne, John}". 
i Hartshorne, Henn· <;. 
! Hartshorne, Jaco}) C. 
Haskell, Henry, Jr. 
Hn.wkes, Geo. L. 
Hayden, ,vm. H. 
Howe, J an1es ,v. 
Hubba.rd, .Addison 

: Hunter, N. A. 
i Hurd, Francis P. 
i 

I Jordan, Charles 
I 

I Kendall, G. \Y. 
Kilgore, T. \V. ti. 

Lane, D. P. 



Linnell, Geo. 
Locke, John \V. 
Loring, G. \V. 

::Maddock, Geo. IL 
~1arsha11, Alson L. 
:\1arston. E. H. 
l\liller, D. T. 
l\Iitche II, R. H. 
Jiorrison, Geo. R. 

Newman, .J. Frank 
Nichols, James 
Ni ... ~hols, Samuel H. 
Norcross, Daniel 

Oliver. D. B. 
Oliver, Henry 
Oliver, ,Jame:-; 
Oliver, J. G. 

Phelps, Henr~· 
Poland,.J. ,va.rren 
Poole, Alexander 
Preston, \Vi1lian1 P. 

Richardson, Charle:,; F. 
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: Savage, .J. (;. 
; Saw·yer, F. A. 
i Sa,vtell. \V. II. 
: Sheparcl, C. H. 
: Skinner, T . • J. 
: Stearn~, Charle~ II. 
; Stowe 11, Issachar 
; Strong-. Edward T. 
; Sweetser, II. X. 
: Swcet:-;er, .:\Io:-;e:-: 

: Tibbetts, George E. 
· Tillson •• J. G. \V. 
: Towle, .Jonathan 
· Townsend, .Jacol1 
: Tuft=--~ Charles I I. 

Cpto11, E. A. 

j \\ .. ade, Fra.nci:-: F. 
1 \Valli:;, T. R. 
i \Yalton. E. II. 
l \Y alton, Oli\·er 
I " .. hitc. Cyru:-; K. 
: \Yhite .• John \V. 
I 

: \Villis, \Yilliam II. 
j \Vilcy. Benjamin B. 
! \Yiley. Fra1wi:-; P. 
I 


