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TO THE TEACHER. 

qJ}HE purpose of this little book is to furnish, in the 

' simplest possible 1nanner, certain historical infor-

mation concerning \Vorcester, ·with vvhich every child 

in \Vorcester should be fa1niliar. 

The ·wisest educators long since called serious atten

tion to the part ,vhich the study of local history should 

take in the education of the young, and many teachers 

have already den1anded aid in this direction. 

Boys and girls should begin early to realize the 

continuity of History- the living connection bet\veen 

the Past and the Present. The increased importance 

accorded to Nature studies has been a brilliant step in 

the right direction, since the history of man is left 

,vi thou t its true foundation if considered as a thing 

apart from Nature; and a pupil vvho possesses a rudi

mentary kno,vledge of the n1inerals, trees, birds, etc., 

about his O\vn hon1e, possesses much. 

The story of human life in its sin1plest authentic 

beginning- is closelv allied to these. '-' ...... ., 



TO THE TEACHER. 

Son1e definite knowledge of the aboriginal tribes 

,vho lived here before the ,vhite n1en can1e, some under

standing of the growth and development of his natiYe 

Worcester, from the little frontier settlement, harassed 

by Indians, through its successive stages of rustic 

village and busy to\vn, up to its present condition as 

an opulent and important city, v/ould fit the \Vorcester 

school boy, as nothing else perhaps could so v\·ell, for 

an intelligent and enthusiastic study of .. A .. merican 

H.istorv. 
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CHAPTER I. 

\Vorcester, the shire town, or county seat 
of \Vorcester County, iviassachusetts, is sit
uated 40 111iles ·westward fron1 Boston, which 
is the capital of the State; and 394 111iles 
from Washington, the national capital. 

It is about 30 miles distant fro111 the boun
dary line of N e,v Ha111pshire, 70 111iles fro111 
that of Nevv York, and 20 111iles from that 
of Rhode Island. 

Fron1 the geographical position of Wor
cester, so near the centre of the State, has 
arisen her significant title of The Heart of 
the Conunonvvealth, ,;vhich appears con
spicuously upon the city seal. 

\Vorcester is bounded on the north by 
Holden, touc11ing West Boylston on the 
northeast, and Paxton on the north,vest; 
on the east by \Vest Boylston and Shrews
bury, and also by Grafton on the sou th east 
corner; south by J\1illbury and ... .\.ubur11, 
and on the ,vest by Leicester, touching 
t:pon Auburn on the southwest corner. 

2 

Situation .of 
Worcester. 

Boundaries of 
\Vorcester. 



IO 

Elevation 
above the sea 
level. 360 to 
760 feet. 

Streets. 

SCHOOL HISTORY OF ,YORCESTER. 

The surface of\Vorcester presents a gently 
diversified landscape of hills, valleys and 
,va ter courses. 

The elevation above the surface of the 
sea, therefore, must vary according to the 
point from which it is estimated. 

If we stand upon the edge of Lake Quin
sigan1ond we are about 360 feet above the 
sea level. 

If ,ve cli111 b to the top of the neighboring 
hill, upon the eastern side of ·which stands 
the State Lunatic Hospital; ·we are some 760 
feet above the ocean . 

... -\11 other localities may be included ·with
in these figures. The Common is about r 20 

feet higher than the lake. 
The desirable residential streets are fron1 

500 to 600 feet above the sea. 
Main Street is the most ancient thorough

fare. 
It existed as a road as early as 1674, in 

,vhich year the settlen1ent of Worcester ,vas 
first attempted, under the na111e of the Plan
tation of Quinsiga111ond, of which ,ve shall 
hear further. 

Since 1713, 11ain Street has been the n1ost 
important passage ,vay through the to\vn, 
running its entire length north and south, 
,vith streets opened upon each side of it, as 
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the increase of population has rendered 
necessary. 

Front Street and a part of Summer Street 
·were in use as roads as early perhaps as 
1713, and certain roads leading out to adja
cent towns, known now as Lincoln, Salis
bury, Pleasant, Green, and Grafton streets, 
came into use at a very early period in the 
history of Worcester. 

The opening of a new street \vas some
times made an occasion for great merriment 
and rejoicing. 

The ceremonies attending the opening of 
Thomas Street, October 6, 1806, are noted 
in one of the interleaved almanacs of Isaiah 
Thomas, Esq., who made, and presented to 
the town, this street which bears his narne. 

Streets. 

i\..s the circumstances of the early settlers Trees. 

gre\v less narrow and restricted, they gave 
some thought to the beauty of the streets, 
so that in time Worcester streets became 
reputed for the fine trees with \Vhich they 
,vere adorned. 

In a town meeting March 2, 1761, it was Town 
Records. 

"Voted, That the selectmen at the charge of 
the town take proper care for preserving ye 
growth of ye trees, sett out about the meeting
house for shade, by boxing them, and that the 
inhabitants be desired not to tye their horses to 
tliem." 

I I 
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To,vu 
Records. 
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The to,vn passed an ordinance for their 
protection April 7, r783, which reads thus: 

'' "\Vhereas, a number of persons have 1nani
fested a disposition to set out trees for shade, 
near the meeting-house, and else·where about the 
centre of the town, and the to,vn being very de
sirous of encouraging such a measure, which ,vill 
be beneficial as ,vell as ornamental, Voted, that 
any person being an inhabitant of this town '.vho 
shall injure or destroy such trees so set out, sbail 
pay a fine not exceeding 20 s. for every offence, 
to the use of the poor.'' 

See The trees of vVorcester are of sufficient 
:\liss Tucker's 
"Trees of interest to ·warrant careful study, not only 
Worcester." those vvhich are indigenous, but the varieties 

fron1 other localities which flourish after 
transplantation here. 



CHAPTER II. 

N evv England, vYe are told, is a "\Yorn-out 
111ountai11 range ; and that we are living upon 
so1ne of the oldest land upon the earth. 

It is hard to picture 111ountai11s of Alpine 
height rising hereabout, ?r the surface upon 
which ,ve live buried thousands of feet 
beneath the solid rock; and the question at 
once arises,-\Vhat beca111e of the towering 
111ountains, ·when they had to go? 

The consideration of any ess~ntial change 
in the face of natnre, as we knovv it, carries 
us back far beyond all ,vritten history, ancl 
all knovvledge of 111an, but it see111s to be a 
perfectly plain and connected story ,vhich 
the rocks have to tell, for the greater part, 
to those ·who have 111ade careful study of 
them . 

.... '?-s for those ancient 111ountains, they can 
be accounted for, since they were 111ade of 
rock, and subject, therefore, to the action of 
air and ice and water, through unnun1bered 
ages. \Ve 111ust look for then1 then upon 
the great floor of the sea,-the mighty deep 

Physical 
Geography. 

Prof. 
\Vm. :.\L DaYi:-; 

Phy:--kal 
Geography of 
So11thern 
?\c\\" F11gla11d 
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\\·hich could svvallow up all the land upon 
the face of the earth, and give no sign, ,vere 
it not for counteracting agencies. 

\'.you are taught in your geographies that 
the surface of the globe is con1posed of three
fourths ,va ter, and one-fourth land ; and ,,·e 
kno,v by deep sea soundings, that the ocean, 
at its greatest depth, could receive the Hi111-
alaya ~Iountains upon its floor, and that 
their lofty tops ,vould then be son1e t,vo 
111iles belo,v the surface of the ,vater. 

The rock ·which ,vas for111ed beneath the 
sea, can, and continually does, find its ,vay 
back again. 

The salt of the sea is derived fro111 the 
111ineral substances, loosened in this ,,,astecl 
rock. 

The sand of the sea shore is but cru111blecl 
rock ; and the soil of our fields and gardens 
is crun1bled rock, also, 111ixecl ,vith the de
cayed re1nains of animals, trees and plants. 

There is a constant breaking down of the 
rocks ; a constant rene,val of the soil, and a 
steady deposit on its ·way to the sea. 

Son1e particular bit of powdered rock, 
which takes its start fron1 the top of a high 
n1ountain, n1ay be thousands of years upon 
its journey, and yet reach the sea at last. 

The geological ages are periods beyond 
the limit of our calculation. 
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Mt. \Vachusett and .. ..-\ .. snebu111skit Hill 
\Vere a part of the great rock 111ass of the 
ancient 111ountains, and bear the 111arks of 
having been deeply buried. These su111n1its 
were points of least erosion, as it is called, in 
the general breaking do,vn by the action of 
water. To co111e nearer to existing concli
tions, if we ,voulcl reach the rock surface of 

See Physic[l1 
Geography of 
\Vorcester. hy 

this locality, \\~e n1ust first, by a vigorous. Jo:--eph 11. 

effort of the i111agination, strip fro1n the face Perry. 

of nature all the outward beautv that ,ve .; 

love ; the gardens, 111eado\vs, orchards and 
forests ,vhich so CO'ver the rocks, that only 
here and there are they left exposed, as in 
ledges and quarries. 

Every green thing, therefore, 111 ust be 
taken away, the soil, and all loose 111aterial, 
in the nature of a deposit, in order to lay 
bare the stern foundation upon ,vhich this 
beauty rests. \Ve 11111st · fancy the ,vater 
taken fron1 Lake Quinsigan1011d, and the 
s111aller strean1s and ponds, as well as their 
beds of sand and gravel,-fro111 t\venty-five 
to fifty feet in depth, before the floor of rock 
beneath the lake ,vould be reached. 

The billo,vy hills, and the beautiful don1e
like hills-N evvton Hill, Green Hill, and 
all others of that nature, \vould have to 
go also, since they do not belong to the 
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:VTi11stone, 
Pakachoag 
upon the east. 
Leicester 
:rnd Paxton 
upon the west. 

I>n1111lins. 
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earlier rock foundation ; but are 111acle of 
111aterial brought here fro111 else,vhere, and 
elate only fron1 ,vhat is kno,,·n as the c;lacial 

\Ye reach the bare rock, it is to find that 
\Vorcester lies in a broad rock valley, a 
sn1aller yalley upon each side; \\·ith a ridge 
of rock upon the east, and a high border of 
rock upon the \Yest. 

The broad valley ,vas carYecl out, in part, 
hy an ancient ri\·er, flo-wing o\·er \Yhat \Vas 
earlier an extended plain, of ,,·hich the en
circling highlands represent the approxi111ate 
level. 

The \·alley in \V hich Lake Quinsiga111oncl 
lies ,,·as also \Yorn do,vn by an ancient river, 
and both Yalleys ,vere broadened, deepened, 
and rounded, by the great ice currents dur
ing the glacial period. rfhe long billo\vy 
hills, and the sy111111etrical do111e-like struct
ures, such as N e,Yton Hill, Green Hill and 
others, do not, as has been said, belong to 
the rock surface of \Vorcester, but \Yere 
transported here by the action of glaciers, 
,vhen all of N e,v England, ,vas, as is belieYed, 
enveloped in a sheet of ice, several thousand 
feet in thickness. 

The pressure thus brought to bear upon 
the 111asses of transported rock frag111ents, 
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\\"as sufficient to thoroughly con1pact the 
whole, and render it aln1ost as hard as stone. 

1~hese beautiful stranger hills, \vhich so 
diversify the landscape of \Vorcester, are 
call eel cln1111li11s, fro111 the Grr:lic '· clrui111,'' 
a ridge : and K e\\·ton Hill n1ay he studied 
as the type. ~rhey are co111111011 else\vherc 
in 1\ e\\' England. 

Lake Quinsiga1noncl, .360 feet aho\·e the 
le\·el of the sea. lies along the eastern border 
of \Vorcester, partly within the li111its of the 
town it orna111ents. 

Fro111 111m1y points of vie\\' it 111ight he 
taken for a noble ri\·er, n1oving \\·ith a 
sluggish current, het\Yeen hold and finely 
,,·ooclecl banks. 

It is about fi\·e and one-half 111iles long, 
and fro111 one-eighth to about one 111ile \Yicle ; 
and is equally beautiful, ,vhether seen fro111 
the \V .. orcester or the Shreyvsburv side. I ts 
outlet is the Quinsiga111ond River. North 
Pond, and Blackler, or Bell Pond, are the 
only other natural ponds; though nu111erous 
artificial ones ha-,te been constructed. 

The valley of \Vorcester is drained by the 
Blackstone River, \vhich has 111any branches; 
Kettle Brook,Tatnuck Brook, Bea·ver Brook, 
lviill Brook, \\.,. easel Brook, Bear Brook and 
Lincoln Brook, being a111ong the 111ore i111-
ptn-tant. 

See Physical 
Geog:-aphy of 
\Vorcester. hy 
Jo~eph IL 
Perry. 
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;nond." 
meaning a 
fishing place 
for pickerel. 

"Asnebun1-
skit,'' a stony 
place. 

CHAPTER III. 

The territory held by the Xipnet, or 
Nip111uck, tribe of Indians, included the 
greater part of \Vhat is 110\\. \Y-orcester 
County, and a portion of Connecticut. 

l~pon so111e \·ery early n1aps the central 
. . 

part of lviassachusetts is called the Xip111uck 
Countrv . ., 

That this tribe hacl been subjugated hy 
the fiercer and more vvar-like tribes around 
about, appears fro111 the fact that they paid 
tribute, and in the event of any general up
rising fought ,vell, as faithful allies, although 
not lovers of ,Yar. The principal encan1p-
1nent or village, of the Nipnn1ck Indians in 
\Vorcester, ,vhen the ,vhite n1en can1e, ,vas 
upon Pakachoag Hill, near \\·here the Col
lege of the Holy Cross no\\' stands. 

There \\·as one also upon \Vigvva111 Hill, 
upon the nortlnYestern shore of Lake Qnin
sigan1ond. 

Other villages n1ore re1note, ,vere upon 
.A .. snebun1skit Hill, in Paxton ; and in Lei
cester, Grafton, Oxford, Brookfield, and 
else\vhere. 
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Their chosen pursuits ,vere peaceful. 
They liked to hunt and fish, and to raise 

the Indian corn ,vhich served then1 for foocl. 
The}· had e,·en planted apple trees, so111e 

of ,vhich long continued to flourish in \Vor
cester orchards. Indeed they had reached 
a period in their cle,·elopn1ent corresponding 
to that of our own ancestors in Northern 
Europe, son1e two thousand years earlier. 

They were becon1ing attached to partic
ular localities. The restless love of \Yancler
ing peculiar to the savage, \vas giving place 
to the finer love for hon1e. \Vhat n1ight ha,·e 
been the future of the North An1erican 
Indians had they not been overpo,verecl, and 
practically cut off, by a stronger rc1;.ce, no 
one can safely say. 

\Ve do knovv, hovYever, that they ,vere 
111oving to·ward civilization in the ,vell 
known vvays of other races ; and that those 
white 111en ,vhose dealings ,vith then1 ,vere 
honest and hun1ane, found the111 just as 
honest in return; generous ,vith ,vhatever 
they possessed, and apt, as ,vell as eager, to 
learn the ,vays of their European brethren. 

\Vhile the ,vrongs ·which the Indian has 
suffered at the hands of the ,vhite 111an in 
.A .. n1erica, forn1s the darkest page, perhaps, in 
our nation's history, the record is not ahvays 

,a sad one. 

See 
'' A Centnry of 
Dis110,10r.'' 
by H. H. 
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Danie1 Gookin. 
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Cambridge, 
:.\Tass., r6S7. 

Eliot's Bible. 

See COP)'. in 
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It is a 111atter of especial interest to the 
children of \Vorcester, that the saintly John 
Eliot, known as the .. ,:\postle Eliot, 111et the 
local Indians, upon Pakachoag Hill in the 
\Vig\va111 of their chief, and instructed the111 
in the Christian religion. 

It is 111ost fitting that a Christian institu
tion of learning should stand upon this his
toric site. 

He ca111e Septe111ber 28, 1674, acco111paniecl 
by General Daniel Gookin, superintendent 
of those Indians ·who sought the protection 
of the colonial goven1111ent ; a 111an acti,·e in 
public life, and possessed of 111ore accurate 
kno\vledge relating to the Indians than any 
other 111an of his ti111e. 

The 11a111es of John Eliot and Daniel 
Gookin 11111st ever be associated in our best 
though ts of the Indians in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Eliot's labors ,,·ere unceasing. \Vith 
such help as he could obtain, he established 
free Indian schools, and fitted the pron1ising 
young red 111en to go an1011g their ov{n people 
as teachers and missionaries. 

He also translated the Bible into the 
Indian language, that they might use it 
freely. The first edition of this great work 
\Vas printed in Can1bridge, 1'1ass., in 1661-
3,-and a second edition in 1685. 



PAKACHOAG HILL, WITH VIEW OF HOLY CROSS COLLEGE, 





SCHOOL HISTORY OF '\YORCESTER. 

The ... --\postle Eliot ·was materially aided in 
his undertaking by the skillful assistance of 
a young native, knO\Yll as J an1es Printer, 
one of the praying Indians fron1 Grafton, 
\vho had been taught in the schools. 

The need of this 1nonun1ental achieven1e11t 
passed swiftly by ; and _of the n1any copies of 
Eliot's Bible published, bnt a fe\v ren1ai11 ; 
carefully treasured in the great libraries _of 
Europe, and in those of our own land. 

The tribes in l\fassachusetts, \\rith a rare 
exception, ,vere broken up and dispersed ; 
their scattered re11111ants dying of ,vant, dis
ease, and discouragen1ent, and occasionally 
of old age. 

It 111ay be accounted re111arkable that, 
after a co111paratively brief space of tin1e, 
so fe·w actual traces of the Indians can be 
discovered in this locality . 

.i\n occasional arro,:v head turned up by 
the plo,v, and the rude ,Tessels in ,vhich 
they prepared their food, constitute the chief 
relics ,vhich ·we can see and handle; the 
aborigines of N e,v England having n1ade 
far less progress in the arts than tribes in 
other sections. But finer, and 111ore endur
ing, 111en1orials of then1 are found in the 
expressive nan1es ·which they bestowed 
upon the landscape they loved so ,vell ; the 

Perhaps 
2._::;00 ,vere 
pnh1islH.:d. 

Gay Heacl 
Indians. 

See local 
Indian relics 
belonging- to 
the Society of 
Antiquity. 
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n1ountains, hills, rivers, lakes and n1ead
o,vs. \Ve do \\0ell to cherish these eloquent 
ren1inders of aboriginal life wherever they 
n1ay be found. 

They enrich our language, and are an 
in1portant feature in our national culture. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The date of the establish111ent of Boston, The 
1630, is al-ways easy to re111ember. settlementof 

That of Springfield, r 64 r, is less fan1iliar; Worcester. 
but this little ·western outpost furnishes an 
excellent landmark to the in1agination, "\vhich 
readily pictures the long stretch of 98 miles 
of Indian country, "\vhich lay bet"\veen the 
Yillage of Springfield and the seaboard town 
of Boston. 

The rough road thither ,vas through pri-
111eval forest, for the greater part, ·with 
beautiful sheets of ,vater here and there, 
and occasionally a fe,v acres of the lightly 
cul ti-vated, or " broken up " land of the 
Indians, ·rich in its season ·with crops of 
Indian corn. 

The region about Lake Quinsigamoncl ,vas 
especially fertile and beautiful, and a co1n
n1ittee appointed by the General Court, lv1ay 
r5, 1667, to report upon the desirableness 
of a new plantation or settlen1ent at this 
spot, duly reported, that: '' \Ve 
conceive it expedient that the honored court 

:::uajor Ge11'l 
Daniel Gookin 
may be ca11ed 
the founder 
of the 
plantation of 
Quinsiga
mond,-later, 
Worcester. 
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\\·ill be pleased to resen:e it for a to,vn, being 
conveniently situated. and ,vell ,vatered \\·ith 
ponds and brooks, and lying 
t,veen Boston and Springfield. 
clay's journey fron1 either.'' 

1nid,vay be
~-\.bont one 

The plantation of Quinsigan1ond, as it ,vas 
first called, en1braced a territory some eight 
111iles square, the Indian right to ,vhich ,vas 
purchased of the Xipnn1ck Indians, for the 
sun1 of twelve pounds in la-\\·ful n1oney of 
N e\V England. 

The deed ,vas executed July r 3, r 764, 
and t\vo coats and four yards of cloth \Ven:: 
received by the Indians to bind the transac
tion. 

This large tract of land ,vas su hj ect to 
several grants; and one to Ensign Noyes, 
,vhich had been purchased by '' Ephrai111 
Curtis, a young 111a11 living in Sudbury,'' 
,vas the occasion of 111nch discnssion. Lieut. 
Curtis ,vas a fearless young fro11tiers111a11, 
and soldier, ,vho, to protect his o,vn inter
ests, built hin1 a cabin and lived upon the 
land in dispute, ·which included 111any acres 
of the 111ost valuable part of the proposed 
tO\Yll. 

The case ,vas settled to the reasonable 
satisfaction of all, and it ,von for Lieut. 
Ephrai111 Curtis the distinction of being the 
first ·white settler of the town. 
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The rude dvvellings of a fe·w ne\Y comers 
,vere already built upon the lots laid out to 
then1, \vhen a fierce Indian ,var broke out 
: .. t 11e u,"'_,_.,o·◄◄ .... 1-, 0 0 11011,-
111 1 .J.. .i.J" lll Ul..i.J. \..., ) • 

First 
attempted 
settlement 
made in r6;-+• 

King Philip's \"Var, it is called in history, r675. 

after its really great Indian leader. 
Philip, deeply embittered by a sense of 

the cruelty and injustice ,vhich his people 
had received at the hands of the ·white 
settlers, boldly determined, it is said, to 
exterminate ·the English from the fonner 
lands of the Indian. 

He obtained such aid as he could, in his 
effort to check the rapidly gro,ving po,ver 
of the ,vhite men in this region; and began 
that series of surprises and attacks, of burn
ings and of murder, in the outlying settle
ments, \Vhich filled the ·whites ,vith terror. 

The little settle111ent of Quinsiga1noncl, 
being at the very centre of danger, ,vas 
abandoned. 

l\1Iendon ,Yas burned, and Brookfield and 
Lancaster suffered savage attacks, as did 
other villages. 

The second settlen1e11t of this to,vn ,vas 
atten1pted in 16S4, ,vhen its Indian nan1e of 
Quinsigamond ·was dropped, and the English 
name of \,\r orcester taken instead. 

Perhaps no one is able to tell just ,vhy 

July 14, 1675. 

Second 
settlement of 
\Vorce st er. 
r6~4. 
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this name was chosen. The names of many 
\Vorcester County to~rns must always be a 
simple matter of conjecture. It ·was reason
able, however, that colonial Englishmen 
should besto,v names dear to their English 
hearts upon their homes in the ne\'v ,vorld. 

\Vorcester County is some,vhat notable for 
the fine old nan1es by ,v hich her to,vns are 
kno~7n ; suggestive of gallant dukes and 
earls, of history, tradition and ron1ance. 

As for Worcester in England, perhaps no 
other town in the kingdom has had such a 
troubled experience of burning, sieges and 
captures, fron1 the year 894 do\Yn to I 65 r, 
when Charles II ·was defeated there by Cron1-
well' s army. Her little nan1esake across 
the ,vater fairly follo,ved her i~1 this respect. 

Once more her handful of settlers fled 
fron1 before the torch and ton1aha \Yk of the 
Indian, and once 111ore aln1ost co111plete 
destruction 111arked the spot \vhere they had 
erected their h111nble d·wellings. 

In 1702 the place \vas deserted by all save 
the fearless little fan1ily of Digory Sergent, 
whose storv is told else\vhere . ..., 

The third. and finally successful atten1pt 
to settle the town of Worcester, ,vas n1acle 
Oct. 21, 1713. 

It dates fro111 the day that Jonas Rice 
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came over from Marlborough, detern1ined 
to remain here if he could. 

He built a house on Sagatabscot Hill, and 
ii \~ed there ,vi th his little fan1ily, the only 
1nan in \Vorcester, for nearly two years. 

Then he ,vas joined by his brother, Ger
shorn Rice, and later by their sister (}race 
and her husband, Nathaniel ?v1oore. 

In the year r 718 \Vorcester see111s to ha Ye 
had fifty-eight d,velling houses and son1e 
two hundred inhabitants. 

Though the Indians ,vere no longer a 
constant 1nenace of danger, it ,vas i1nporta11t 
to guard against possible outbreaks. 

The first business of the ne,v co111ers was 
to build stout garrison houses, to ,vhich 
they could repair in the event of an alar111. 

These ,vere constructed of logs, and ,vere 
proof against all co111n1on n1ethods of Indian 
warfare save fire, and vvith a careful guard, 
the savages could not easily approach near 
enough to apply a torch. 

One ,vas erected near the site of the 
present city hall, and the neighboring fa111-
ilies gathered beneath its shelter each night, 
as long as their fears of the Indians lasted. 

Another stood upon Main Street, near the 
corner of Exchange Street. 

Still another ·was placed north of Lincoln 

?\ow l"uion 
Hil1. 

Garrison 
houses. 

,.,-
.) .) 
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Square, and doubtless there ·were 111ore ,vhere 
needed . 

... \.n old block house ,vhich stood north 
of ... -\da1ns Square, possessed later an iron 
cannon, ,vhich ,vas used to \Yarn the people 
of the town upon the approach of danger, 
or other great tidings. 

In the year r7r8 a large con1pany of 
Scotch e111igrants arri,-ecl in \Vorcester. They 
,vere in every respect a desirable addition to 
the village: frugal, industrious and self
respecting, and possessed of sufficient prop
ertv to start the111 in their ne\Y venture. 

~ . 

But they ,vere not cordially received. 
Their religious liberty ,vas interfered ,vith, 

and their lives rendered so unhappy that 
111any of the111 sought hon1es in N e,Y Ha111p
shire and :N evv ·v ork. Those ,vho re111ainecl 
,Yere ancestors of son1e of \\'.'" orcester' s n1ost 
valued citizens. 

It is said that the Scots introduced the 
cultivatio11 and use of potatoes into this 
to,vn; returning to us fro111 the old ,vorld, 
this useful vegetabie, to ,vhich it had been 
carried fro111 A111erica long before. 



CHAPTER V. 

History has called Digory Sergent obsti- The Story 
na te. of Digory 

It has also called hin1 fearless. Sergent. 

He n1ay have been both. 
He ,vas one of that little con1pany ·who 

attempted the second settle111ent of \,Vorces
ter, ,vhich was 111ade in r 684, a native of 
Sudbury, and a carpenter by trade. 

As early as 1696 he had made a Will, as 
appears by the Middlesex records. 

He had been left, by the <lea.th of his wife, 
alone ,vith one little daughter, Martha Ser
gent, to ·whom he bequeathed his house and 
land ; his cow and calf, and horse; and all 
the simple furnishing of a pioneer's cabin. 

In the natural course of events this Will, 
a document of much interest, was not in the 
·way to be called for in many years, for 
Digory Sergent was a robust and hearty 
man, ·with rare chances of life before him. 

He decided in tin1e to n1arry the sister of 
his trusted friend, George Parn1eter, ·who 
\Yent with hin1 to live in his house on Saga-

His first wife 
was Constance 
James, to 
,vhom he was 
married by 
the Rev. 
Cotton :Mather. 
in 1693, in 
Boston. 
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tabscot Hill, no\V called Union Hill, and 
little liartha's right to the pe\\·ter pint pot, 
the \vashing tub, trunk, sern1011 book and 
the rest, seen1ed destined to be a 111nch 
divided one; as her little brothers, John, 
Daniel and Tho111as, and her sister 11ary, 
ca111e to 111ake the lonel \. farm a 111ore cheerful .., 

and pleasant place to live upon. 
The boy or girl of to-clay, ·who \Vould try 

to fancy \vhat life in \\' orcester 111ust have 
been like to the Sergent children, 1nust not 
only take in to the account the strar:ge lone
liness, and the peril fron1 hostile Indians, 
but the pro\vling \,·olves, also, and the rattle
snakes, ·with ·which this locality vvas intested. 

It is a serious loss that the to·wn history 
of this period has not been handed do,,·n to 
us; but \Ve kno,v through other sources that 
the settlers here had becon1e so thoroughly 
alarn1ecl over their clanger fro111 the Indians, 
that by r 702 the to,vn ,vas deserted. 

Not a n1an, \von1an or child ren1ained 
here, beside the fan1ily of Digory Sergent. 

As the n1011ths passed on, and the excite
n1ent resulting fro111 Queen .. '-\nne' s \Var 
n1ade their position a cause for ever increas
ing anxiety to the people of lviarlborough, 
the authorities there ach·ised then1 to re1nove 
to a safe place. 
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But Sergent had no intention of 111oving. 
He had lived on his little farm long enough 

to becon1e attached to it, and hardened to the 
perils in the n1idst of 'Which his days and 
nights 'Were spent. 

l\Ioreover, he o\Yned no other hon1e for 
his \Vife and children to go to. 

The inhabitants of l\Iarlborough at length 
felt it their duty to interfere, and sent Captain 
Ho\ve over to \Vorcester, ,,;;ith a co111pany of 
t,velve arn1ed 1nen, to enforce their con1n1and 
that he should lea,·e the spot, ,vhere he and 
his fan1ily ,vere in constant peril, and return 
\Vith them. 

The early gloon1 of a 'Winter evening had 
fallen, and a storn1 \vas gathering, \vhen 
Captain Ho,,·e and his 111en reached the 
abandoned old garrison house, in the north 
part of the town, near Lincoln Square. 

The n1arch fron1 l\'Iarlborough had been 
bleak and rough, and as they 111ust encan1p 
son1e,vhere for the night, they decided to 
take shelter in the old log house. They built 
a fire, and prepared their supper, and soon 
after lay down to sleep, ,vhile one of their 
number stood guard over the rest. 

They did not know until years afterward, 
that a party of six Indians lay hidden a \\·ay 
in the cellar beneath then1, through all that 
night. 
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The Indians had sought shelter fron1 the 
threatening storn1, as ,-vell, and dared not 
111ake their presence kno,vn to double their 
number of an11ed ,vhite 111en. 

A.fter breakfast the next 111orning Captain 
Ho,ve and his 111en pushed on to Digory 
Sergent's hon1e on Sagatabscot Hill, to learn 
upon their arri,~al that they \\!·ere a fe\v hours 
too late. 

The poor chvelling, ,vith its door broken 
clo,vn by infuriated savages, ,vas deserted. 

Nothing ren1ained of the fan1ily save the 
lifeless body of Digory Sergent, ,vhich 
sho"\'ved bv its n1anv ,vounds ho,v strono-ly 

' .... a/ ' 0 .... 

he had tried to defend hi111self and fa111ily. 
They buried hi111 at the foot of one of his 

o,vn oak trees, in a spot long since forgotten. 
The print of 111any Indian n1occasins upon 

the sno,v sho,vecl then1 that the course of 
the savages was to the west-ward, but they 
indicated too great a nt1111ber to be pursued 
by these men fro111 l\ilarlborough, ,vith any 
hope of success. 

So they turned and n1arched back to tell 
the story to their shuddering to\vnspeople, 
,vho long dreamed of the helpless fa111ily 
that the Indians had carried captive a-way. 

By and by the vvord came that the children, 
Martha, John, Daniel, Tho111as and lvlary, 
\Vere in Canada, alive and ,vell. 
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lviartha appears to have been the first one 
to return, and fron1 her sad recital ":e have 
all that is kno,vn of this tale :-aln1ost too 
sorro,vful to tell. 

rvirs. Sergent soon perished on the 111arch, 
but the little ,vhite children not only sur
vived, but in ti111e becan1e deeply attached 
to the rude freedon1 of Indian life, and Daniel 
and :Niary qnite refused to return to their 
kindred to re111ain. 

J\!Iartha 111arriecl Daniel' Shattuck, and 
can1e again to her old ho111e on Sagatabscot 
Hill to live; and Thon1as \vent to Boston, 
and probably John also. 

When l\1iss Willian1s, the daughter of the 
Rev. John \Villia111s, of Deerfield, returned 
to her friends fron1 her long captivity, Daniel 
and lviary Sergent ca111e back ,vith her to 
visit their kindred. 

The life here seen1s to have offered no 
attraction to then1. 

\,Vhen their visit ,vas ended they took their 
leave gladly, and ·went back to the Indians, 
never to return again. 
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Worcester a 
Town. 

CHAPTER VI. 

In \Vhat State is \Vorcester? 
In \\·hat count\·? 
In \vhat Senatorial Districts is \Vorcester? 
In what Congressional District? 
\:Vho are the present l7nited States Sena

tors fro111 ~lassachusetts? 
\Vho is the present Congress111a11 fro111 

\Vorcester? 
The State Senators? 
The Representatives to the General Court? 
Worcester \Vas incorporated as a to,.,·n 

June 14, 1722. 

What is a to,vn ? 
~4ns. .A .. to\vn is ( r) a collection of people 

( 2) ·who occupy a definite portion of terri
tory, and (3) directly go·vern the111selves in 
so far as they are penni tted to do so by the 
State. 

By ,vhat nan1e are the la,ys called ·which 
a to\\"11 n1akes for its o,vn govern111ent? 

.. 4ns. By-laws. 
-Ho\v are these la ,vs n1ade? 
..:4ns. These la,vs are 111ade by the citizens 

asse111hled in to,vn 111eeting. 



SCHOOL HISTORY OF "\VORCESTER. 

\Vhere ,vere the to,vn n1eetings held in 
earlier days? 

.Ans. The to,vn 111eetings ,vere held at 
the ho111es of the early settlers, and at the 
meeting-house; and at last in the to,vn hall. 

\Vhen ·was the first to,vn n1eeting held in 
\V orcester? 

Ans. On Septen1ber 22, 1722, the 111en of 
Worcester called their first to,Yn n1eeting, 
report of ·which appears upon record. 

Hovv often did these n1eetings occur? 
.. 4ns. ~A...t least once a year. 
What business beside the n1aki11g of la-\,·s 

came properly before the tovvn n1eeting? 
~4ns. To,vn officers ,vere elected by popu

lar vote; the a111ount of 111oney to be ex
pended by the to,vn for plainly specified 
purposes ,vas decided upon, and various 
111atters affecting the ,velfare of the to,vn 
,vere freely discussed. 

\Vho are the most in1portant officers of a 
l\Tassach usetts to,vn? 

~4JZs. The selectn1e11. Because the general 
111anagen1ent of to,vn affairs rests ,vith then1. 

\Vhat duty have they in connection ,vith 
to,vn n1eetings? 

~4 ns. It is the duty of the select111en to 
call the to,vn 1neetings by 111eans of a \\·ar
rant. 

-l-5 

See early 
To,vn Record~. 
pub.by 
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Antiquity. 
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Selectmen. 
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\Vhat is the nature of this \Yarrant? 
.. 4 ns. The ,varrant is a docun1ent instruct

ing the constable to call together the ,·oters 
of the to,vn, stating the business for ,vhich 
the 111eeting is called. 

In early days in Worcester, the constable 
notified the Yoters of a proposed to,vn n1eet
i11g, by posting the notice upon the door of 
the Ofd South l\Ieeting-house . 

. A .. n entry upon the to,vn records of \Vor
cester, of date October, 1722, reads thns: 

Voted, That a Notification posted upon ye 
l\.Ieeting-house Door, under ye hand of an officer, 
be a sufficient warning of a Town l\tleeting in 
future." 

... ·\.fter a lapse of nearly thirteen years a 
change of custon1 is indicated. 

'' At a Town Meeting of ye inhabitants of ye 
To,vn of \Vorcester, Regularly assembled, May 
19, 1735, at said 1neeting ye fo1lowing articles 
were Yoted, 

" Voted, That ye selectmen set up a suitable 
sign-post near ye l\'Ieeting-house, and that for ye 
future all Town 1.vleetings, until other wise ordered, 
shall be warned as fo1lo"\'S :-Viz. by a constable 
posting up notifications on said sign-post, under 
hands of ye Selectmen, or major part of them, 
setting forth ye heads or articles to be transacted 
at said meeting." 
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The office of tovvn clerk is an in1portant 
one, as he is charged \\·ith the care of the 
records of the proceedings of the to\n1 111eet-
111gs. 

These records furnish an epiton1e of the 
tovvn's history fron1 its \·ery beginning, \Yhich 
render then1 of great value to posterity. 

In earlv tin1es it \\Tas not unusual, in Xe\,. 
England tu\vns, for the physician of the 
tO\\'n to be called ,·ear after year to fill this ., -
responsible position. 

Other to\vn officers are the auditor, treas
urer, assessors, constables, high\,·ay s11r

,~eyor, school con1111ittee, and snch additional 
aid as the size and conditions of the to\Yll 
111a y render needful. 

The Ne,,. England to,,·11 111eeti11g is a 
prin1itive institution, confonning to early 
English 111oclels. inherited fro111 re111ote an
tiq nity. 

It corresi:onds to the ancient 71ol <f.;·u11ole. 

an open n1eeting in "·hich each free 111a11 
interested had the right to express his per
sonal opinion regardi11g the \Yelfare of the 
entire body, and to offer such suggestions 
touching its affairs as 111ight occur to hi111. 

It is essentially De111ocratic, in theory ns 
\\·ell as practice, and types ,vithin itself the 
loftiest ideal of popular gover111nent. 

other town 
officers. 

See Ci,·i1 Cov
ernment in tht: 
Fnite<l States. 
by Dr. John 
Fiske. P. 34-
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Tho1nas Jefferson, in a lett'er \\Titten to 
the go\·ernor of \"irginia, under date of l\Iay 
26, 1810, thus expresses the public indebt
edness to the tO\Ynships and their govern-
111ent: 

""\Ve owe to the111 the vigor given to our Rev
olution in :its Connnencement in the Eastern 
States.'' 

In a letter \\Titten July 12, 1816, l\Ir. 
Jefferson further says : 

"These ,vards called to\vnships in New Eng
land are the vital principle of their government, 
and have proved themselves the ·wisest invention 
ever devised by the ,vit of n1an for the perfect 
exercise of self-government, an<l for its preserva
tion.'' 

.A. N e,v England to,vnship, \vhile a per
fectly constructed organization ,vithin itself, 
is bound in its larger relations to the State 
government, from ,vhence it derives its ex
istence, and receives its protection. 

The State goven1111ent, in turn, is bound 
in a sin1ilar ,vay to the national governn1ent, 
the official head, and protector, of the entire 
great Union of States. 

The to·wnship does not depend, for its 
recognition as such, upon the extent of its 
population. 
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It may have only a fe,v farn1 houses, 
scattered at greater or less distance from a 
small central village, the entire population 
nu111bering but a fe,v hundred souls, and, 
in earlier tin1es, far less. 

Or it 111ay include ,vithin its borders a 
rich and prosperous to\n1, ,vi th a population 
great enough to entitle it to become a city, 
yet choosing to retain its original fonn of 
governn1ent; as is the case ,Yith the to,vn of 
Brookline, :=vrassachusetts. ...--\. study of the 
history of \Vorcester has to do ,vith a to-wn, 
and its go,-ern111ent as such, fron1 June 14, 
1722, until February 29, 1848, ·when it 
elected to becon1e a city . 

..1.~ perfect object lesson in the nature of 
to,vn governn1ent, and the secret of its 
strength, 111a y be had by attending to,vn 
111eeting in any of the several neighboring 
to,vns, in all of ,vhich this interesting, and 
adn1irable syste111, is 111aintained in native 
purity. 
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The 
County of 
W orceste1·, 
Part I. 

CHAPTER VII. 

In ,\?hat countv do vou live? .., .., 

\Vha t is a county? 
Ans. ..A .. county is a corporation \Yhich 

may include many to\vns ,vithin its lin1its. 
Ho\\~ 1nanv to\vns has Worcester County? .., ~ 

Ans. Fifty-nine. 
May the county hold property? 
Ans. It n1ay independently hold prop

erty, and sue, and be sued. 
What is the shire to,vn or county seat of 

\Vorcester County? 
Ans. The city of \Vorcester, \Yhich con

tains such county buildings as the court 
houses and the jail. 

\Vorcester County, \vhich ,vas incorporated 
April 2, I 7 3 1 , is a very large conn ty for so 
small a State. 

It is larger than the entire State of Rhode 
Island, n1easuring 60 miles in length, fron1 
north to south, and 37 n1iles in ,vidth, from 
east to ,vest. 

The soil is vvell suited to agricultural pur
poses, Y/ith ,Yater privileges in abundance) 
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to tempt the farmers to leave their fields and 
go into the business of n1anufacturing. 

\\lhen the matter of creating a ne,v county 
in the central portion of }Iassachusetts had 
been decided, the question of the shire tO'wn, 
or county seat, becan1e one of absorbing in
terest. 

If the choice of the to,vn \Yere to be 
determined by population and valuation of
property, \V orcester stood but a poor chance ; 
since l\!Iendon, Brookfield, Lancaster and 
Sutton, ,vere all larger and richer than 
\Vorcester. 

But population and v.·ealth ,vere not the 
only points to be considered. 

It ,vas highly important that the county 
seat should be easy to reach, and therefore 
so111e,\·here near the centre of the county, so 
that citizens, fro111 e,·en the ren1otest to,vn, 
should not have an unfair distance to go in 
order to reach the courts, and other centres 
of county interest . 

... :\fter much discussion the choice lay be
hveen Lancaster and_ "\Vorcester; ,vith n1any 
citizens in favor of 111aking the t,vo to,vns 
half shires; the sessions of The Court to be 
held alternately in each. \Vhen this plan 
v-.·as set aside the little to,vn of \Vorcester 
v-.·as n1ade the county seat. 

SI 
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The General Court, ,vhich n1et at Boston, 
"\"\-as the supreme j udi~ial authority of the 
province, subject only to royal jurisdiction. 

The first Court of General Sessions of the 
Peace, of \Vorcester County, ,vas composed 
of Hon. John Chandler, judge, and the fol
lo-,ving justices of the peace, ,-iz.: Benjamin 
\Yiilard, John Chandler, Jr., Sa111uel Dud
ley, Joseph D·(vight, Henry Lee, Daniel Taft, 
San1uel \\'right and X ahu111 \Vard, Esquires; 
and in the capacity of a Court of Probate, 
held its first sessio:1 in the 111eeting-house, 
July 13, 1731. Thus began the business of 
the courts of \V orcester County. 

1~he first court house, a little ·wooden 
building, erected upon "Court Hill," "\\"as 
opened for use in r734. 

In r 751 it gave place to a ne\v one, upon 
the san1e site, ,vhich ,vas thought to be a 
handso111e and con1n1odious edifice. 

But the thriving to,vns of the great county 
continued to gro\Y, and ne,-v to,vns to be 
established, thus increasing the business of 
the courts to such a degree that a new· court 
house ,vas needed. 

.A .. ccordingly the corner stone of ,vhat has 
been kno\\~n as '' the Brick Court House'' 
\\-as laid October 1, 1801, and the building 
opened ,vith n1uch cere111ony Septe111ber 27, 

1803. 
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A--\ fourth court house ,vas called for, and 
"the Granite Court House,'' as it has been 
styled, ·was con1pleted in r845. 

I1.., co·1.., ·1.., 0·1 ,:-·= .... ,_ ,.,, 11 .... 1-. 0 ◄-0st ~ + s+a-n ds 1 J.. 11 1 1 \\ 1L1.1.. ct.J..i 1.. .. u.._ J.'-.- , ... .., '- ~_._ 

upon Court HilL on ground once occupied 
by the residence and garden of Dr. Isaiah 
Thon1as. 

The '' Brick Court House'' has recently 
been removed to give place to the fifth edifice 
erected for court purposes; a spacious struct-· 
ure no,v in process of building. 

The tern1s of The Court, in early ti1nes, 
\Vere seasons of great n1erry n1aking in Wor
cester. They ,vere the great holidays of the 
county, just as they continue to be in 1nany 
southern localities. 

1~hey brought trade to the to,vn, and 
111uch of the rapid gro,vth of \Vorcester, in 
,vealth and population, must be attributed 
to the fact that here is the county seat. 

The bar of \V orcester Conn ty has been 
conspicuous for able and learned n1en. 

The sessions of The Court have t,vice been 
seriously interfered \dth. 

On Septen1ber 6, r 774, a concourse of 
son1e six thousand patriots closed The 
Court, by authority of the Committee of 
Correspondence, and no sessions were held 
for nearly tw-o years. 
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During this period the orders of the 
Committee of Correspondence \\·ere obeyed 
as la,vs. 

In July, 1776, The Court ,vas opened 
under the ne·w governn1ent. 

The insurrection, or uprising, kno\vn as 
Shay's Rebellion, ,vas an ineffectual pro
test upon the part of needy citizens of 
l\Iassachusetts against the expenditure of 
public n1oney until their ·wants should be 
relieved; and an endea\·or to force the stay 
of legal proceedings against their houses and 
lands until they could have ti111e to help 
then1sel ves. 

The close of the \Var for Independence 
found nearly all the agricultural population 
of ?v1assachusetts in a sad state of destitu
tion. 

The brave soldiers had co111e ho111e penni
less, and ·worn ,vith hardship. to fan1ilies, 
,vho. having been pressed far beyond their 
n1eans, to sustain the ·war, ·were no,v in 
debt and ,vant. 

The controlling effect of a con1n1011 danger 
being removed, by the successful tern1ination 
of the ,var, the services of these fighting 
men see1n to have been forgotten, and their 
necessities disregarded. 

\Vhen "·e conten1plate the trials and tragic 
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death of \Vorcester' s greatest hero in the 
Re,Tolution, Colonel Timothy Bigelo\\7", it is 
easy to believe in the ·woes of those ,Yhose 
identity is lost :in the general groan for 
mercy. 

~l genuine scarcity of 111oney, local indif
ference, and a \Yretchedly administered gen
eral governn1ent, see1n to fairly di\Tide the 
blame for the deplorable condition of affairs. 

Shay's Rebellion cul111inated in \Vorcester 
County, and \Yas as sad and piteous as it \Yas 
ineffectual. 
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The really great men in authority show· General aua 
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ures to suppress the disorder. Lincoln. 



The 
County of 
Worcester, 
Part II.· 

CHAPTER VIII. 

As has been stated, the wisdon1 of creating 
\Vorcester County ,vas seriously questioned 
by the statesmen of Boston. 

The region under consideration appealed 
to then1 only as a vast and forbidding ,vilder
ness; and all account of the beauty and 
variety of its natural scenery, and productive 
character of the soi], seen1ed eclipsed by 
reports of bears, ,volves, ,vildcats and ven
on1ous serpents. 

Its earlier experiences \Yith hostile Indi
ans, also, were fresh in the n1en1ory of 111any. 

It is quite true that no boy need to depend 
upon Mr. Cooper, or upon the \Vest, for 
stories of Indians, if he but chooses to look 
up those ,vhich attach to the to,vns of 
\V 9rcester County;-Lancaster, Brookfield, 
lvfendon, Worcester, Oxford, Sterling and 
Rutland, at least, have thrilling and authen
tic tales of pioneer life and savage ,varfare. 

The old captains in the Indian ,vars do 
not seem to have looked ·with favor upon 
the '' hill country'' hereabout, and even 
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Governor Belcher gravely doubted its ever Jonathan Bel-
making any figure as a county. cher. Governor 

of ::.\Iassachu-
Governor Belcher lived long enough, hap- setts, r,30 to 

pily, to correct his O\Yn error of judgn1ent. 174
r. 

Perhaps his last visit to the to,vn of \Vor-
cester ,vas during the missionary journey of r,40. 

the pious \Vhitefield, in ·whose preaching he 
\\·as deeply interested. 

\Vorcester County originally embraced but omitting 
1 • • d b •d • · Woodstock. t 11rteen organ1ze to,vns, es1 ~ certain 

grants, reser\·ations and unsettled territory. 
L b h Grantto \V orcester, an caster, \Vest orou e- , .___, petitioners of 

Shre,vsbury, Southborough, Leicester, Rut- ::vredfield. 
land and Lunenburg, \Vere taken fro1n l\Iid- r.,andla-idoutto 
cllesex Conn tv. .., 

1Iendon, \,"'\T oodstock, Oxford, Sutton and 
l"i"xbridge, ,vere taken fron1 Suffolk County, 
·while Brookfield ,vas taken fron1 Han1pshire 
Conn ty. Of these, \,"'\,: oodstock long since 
ceased to belong to \V orcester Conn ty and 
to lviassachusetts, having in r 748 been re-
ceived into the colony of Connecticut. 

Contrary to the general expectation in 
Boston, the new county proved very attract
ive to settlers. 

They felt themselves abundantly able to 
cope "·ith the ,vild anin1als, and poisonous 
reptiles; and the danger fron1 Indians ·was 
no longer a real one. There \v·as an Indian 

~arragansett 
soldiers, etc. 
etc. 



60 

The plantation 
of Hassana
missett. 

See ::.\1anua1 of 
the General 
Court. 

\Vard's 
History of 
Shrevvsbury. 

\Vashburn's 
Historv of 
Leicester. 

\Vard. now 
Auburn. 

SCHOOL HISTORY OF '.YORCESTER. 

village at Grafton, it is true, and else\\·here: 
but the poor red n1an had been overpo,Yered, 
his day ,Yas upon the \\·ane, and he no,v 
lived harmlessiY \\·herever the ,vhites chose 
to grant him a fe,v acres. 

The settlers poured in \\·i th astonishing 
rapidity, coming chiefly fron1 the older sea
board and n1ore remote inland to,vns, and 
at once began the ·work of building up ne,v 
to,Yns in. central Iviassachusetts. 

Dudley ,vas the first one to be incorpo
rated after the erection of Worcester County. 
It \Yas 111uch larger than it is 110,v, since, 
in addition to its present area, it included 
vVebster, Douglas, Southbridge and Stur
bridge. 

The ne\V to-,Yns ,vere 111ade chiefly of tracts 
taken from other adjacent to,vns. 

The to,Yns of Harvard, Bolton, Berlin, 
Clinton, Leominster, Sterling and \Vest 
Boylston, ·were taken ,vholly, or in part, 
fro111 the great to-wn of Lancaster, vvhich, in 
the year r 7 r 3, e111braced a tract of one hun
dred and ten square n1iles. 

The north part of the to,Yn of Shre,vsbury 
yielded the greater portion of Boylston. 

A part of Grafton also ·was taken fro111 
Shre,Ysbury ; ,vhile Leicester gaye all the 
land for Spencer, as ,vell as portions of the 
to-,vns of Paxton and \Vard. 
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But the thirte~n original old to\\·ns did 
not really n1iss the land ,vhich thus ,Yent to 
make up the rapidly gro,ving settle111ents 
around then1. 

In the n1ajority of cases they held 111ore 
territory than their titles called for; and the 
con1ing in of ne,v settlers enhanced the ·value 
of their possessions, and brought a ,velco111e 
stir of ht1111an life into n1any a stretch of 
·wilderness. 

The children of the present age, accus
to111ecl to a division of labor in living. find 
it hard to realize the isolation and independ
ence of the households scattered throughout 
the length and breadth of this great county. 

'' Fanning,'' or the business of agricul
ture, ·was the chief industry. 

It ,vas no part of England's policy to 
encourage 111an ufacture an1011g her colonies 
in .. A.n1erica. Far 111ore 111011ey ·was to be had 
in seeking a1nong the111 a 111arket for the 
products of British skill and labor. 

The N e,v England farn1er, therefore, \Yith 
but ·very little 111011ey, and at long distances 
fro111 any base of supplies, found his tin1e 111ost 
profitably en1ployed in obtaining through 
his o,vn skill and industry all the sin1ple 
needs and con1forts of his life. 

The far111 ,vas 111ade to furnish food in 

6r 
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abundant variety-flesh, fo,Yls, cereals, -~:ege
tables, nuts and fruit. Flax \Yas raised to 
be converted into linen cloth ; and the sheep 
\,-ere sheared of their coats to pro,-ide for 
\Yoolen cloth. 

It \Yas the vYork of the household to spin 
and \Yeave, bleach and dve the flax and 
\Yool, and then to make them up into the 
needed clothing. \"\7ith the occasional added 
services of an itinerant shoen1aker, a fa1nily 
v,-as practically independent of the outside 
,vorld. 

Delightful stories are told of the busy, 
healthful people ,vho lived in this \,-ay; and 
perhaps n1ade useful things to sell, in the 
long ·winter evenings. They have so111e
thing of the charn1 of Robinson Crusoe and 
the S;ciss Familv Robinson . .,., 

Still, \Yhile this n1ethod is engrossing and 
secure, no one fancies it to be the ,va,
eventually to ,vealth. 

Dh-ision of labor is one of the necessary 
steps to progress. The crude n1anufactures 
of the household gave place to the better 
products of the factories, vYhich, fro111 s111all 
beginnings, have gro\vn so nun1erous and 
in1portant, that a fair history of their ,vork 
,vould fill n1an y books. 



CHi\PTER IX. 

It is but a short time in the history of Slavery. 
nations since even the n1ost enlightened have 
ceased to hold slaves. 

The prisoners captured in \var becan1e the. 
slaves of their captors ; and to confine our
selves to instances n1ost nearly related to us 
in point of tin1e and interest, vve may note 
that England reduced to slavery the Scottish 
prisoners taken at the battle of Dunbar in 
1650. 

T\vo hundred and seven tv-four of these . J 

unfortunate Scots ,vere sent to Massachu-
setts in r 6 5 r and sold to colonial n1asters. 

Slavery existed in l\!Iassach usetts as a part 
of the policy of English la,v, to ,vhich she 
,vas subject. 

There ·were three classes \V ho could be 
held as slaves vYithout regard to color or 
nationality : 

1st. Those ,vho \Yere captured in ,var. 
2nd. Those ,vho voluntarily sold then1-

selYes for a specified ti1ne, and 3d, those 
,vhon1 the la".,. adjudged to be slaves as a 
punish111ent for ,,Tong doing. 

Battle of Dun-
bar, Sept. 3, 

England 
responsible for 
sla \·ery in her 
colonies. 

Whites. 
negroes and 
Indians might 
be made 
sla \·es. 
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The ... -\.frican slaves \\-ould come under the 
first head. 

Theirs Yras a lifelong bondage, and it is 
of the111 alone that ·we novv shall speak . 

... -\.t the begjnning of the \Var for Inde
pendence the right to hold negro slaves \\-as 
recognized alike throughout the thirteen 
colonies. 

\Yhen these thirteen colonies becan1e later 
the thirteen l;nited States of An1erica, by 
accepting the constitution ,Yhich united them 
under one great general governn1ent, each 
can1e into the l; nion as a slave State, ,vith 
the single exception of l\!Iassachusetts. 

Slavery ,vas indirectly abolished in l\Iassa
chusetts in r 780 by the Declaration of 
Rights, ,vith ,vhich her constitution opens. 

In order to n1ake sure that the phrase 
'' all 111en are born free and eqnal,'' . 
,vas in no sense delusive, and that it included 
black, as ,vell as ,vhite, residents of l\Iassa
chusetts, se\-eral casescan1e before the courts 
in ·which the question ,vas involved. 

In every instance it ·was decided that the 
~ 

black resident can1e ,vithin the intention of 
the Declaration of Rights, and ,vas as free 
in l\Iassachusetts as the \\-hite 1nan. 

Slavery has at no tin1e been regarded ,vith 
favor by the ,visest 111en of this Con1n1on
,vealth. 
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\Vaiving all higher considerations, it slave labor 
unpopular 

1,vas 1,vholl:y unsuited to the domestic life in :\Iassa-

and industries of N e'\Y England, ap.d any 
material increase in the slave population 
n~ould have rendered them an intolerable 
burden. 

The number of negroes 01,yned by any one 
person n·as too small to call for separate 
fan1ily life, or even for houses apart fron1 the 
house of the 111aster, and they seen1 to have 
been treated n1uch as 1,vhite servants or farm 
hands are to this day in :N" e\v England 
households. 

Probably the first vessel that brought 
negro slaves to l\Iassachusetts arrived in 
1638. 

Through n1any years their nu1nber _in
creased verv slo1,vlv . ., ., 

Governor Dudlev estin1ated it to be five _, 

hundred and :fifty in I 708. 
According to the census of r 7 54-5 there 

,Yere 88 .. A.frican slaves in \Vorcester County, 
eight of ,Yhon1 ,vere o,vned in the to,vn of 
vV orcester. 

The census of r 764-5 sho1,vs 304 African 
slaves in \v~ orcester County; hventy-five of 
n·hon1 ,vere on~ned in the to,vn of \Vorcester; 
and the census of I 776 credits the county of 
\Vorcester Yvith 432 slaves. 

i) 
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The popular sentiment against slavery~ 
had gro\vn steadily; the reasonable gro-wth 
from a vigorous root. 

The diary of the great and good Judge 
Se,vall gives every evidence of a conscience 
deeply troubled over the unrighteous prac
tice of holding unoffending men in bondage. 

\Vhile ahYays intensely in sympathy ,Yi th 
his tin1e, Judge Se-.Yall, at his best, ,yas 
much in advance of it. 

In 1716 he 111ade a strong effort to have 
negro slaves ren1oved fron1 the list of chat
tels. This ,vas unsuccessful, and to-day the 
"\Vorcester bov 1nay exa111ine certain old .., .., 

inventories in the files of the Probate Court, 
in "\Yhich the negro slaves are placed, un
named, upon the inventory of their 1naster's 
possessions, along \Yith the co\VS and the 
horses. 

Notwithstanding all this~ slavery in lviassa
chusetts assumed from the beginning a pe
culiarly mild aspect. 

There seen1s to have been no law to 
prevent the negro children fron1 attending 
the free schools. And the testin1on-y of the 
black n1an ·was accepted by the courts. 

During a period of many years, prior to 
the Revolution, the General Court repeatedly 
received petitions fro1n various to\\~ns for the 
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suppression of slavery; and, as the Revolu
tion approached, the tenure of property in 
slaves appeared to be attended \Yith so much 
uncertainty, that some masters voluntarily 
liberated their blacks. 

Old files of the 11fassaclzusetts Sp)' of the 
period, ho-wever, sho,Y that they still con
tinued to be advertised and sold in this 
con1n1 uni tY . ., 

The negroes then1selves -v,·ere intelligently 
active in their o,vn behalf; and in 1775 
those of Bristol and \Vorcester counties 
petitioned the Comn1ittee of Correspond
ence, of \Vorcester County, to aid the111 to 
obtain their freedom. 

At a convention held in \Vorcester, June 
14, 1775, it vvas resolved: 

"That we abhor the enslaving of any of the 
human race, and particularly of the negroes in 
this country, and that when ever there shall be 
a door opened, or opportunity present, for any
thing to be done towards the emancipation of the 
negroes, we will use our influence, and endeavor, 
that such a thing may be brought about." 

There is little n1ore of a local character, 
to be found touching this sad institution, 
which our Christian nation has at length 
outgro,vn. 

The statistical records yield us the short 

I,incoln's 
History of 
\Vorcester, 
page 99. 
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story of the number of slaves o,vned in 
\\

7 orcester; and tradition still preserves the 
names of some ,vho \\·ere household favorites. 

Upon the outlying farms it is probable 
that the daily tenor of their lives differed 
too little from that of the frugal, hard,vork
ing citizens about the111, to have n1ade them 
remarkable, so long as their condition ,yas 
not n1inutely inquired into. Energy and 
industry ,vere characteristic of even the 
most prosperous . 

... ls has been stated, the slaves \Yorked in 
the household and on the farn1, and vvere 
as comfortably housed, and fed, as \Yhite 
laborers, no doubt. 

For n1any years preceding the Revolution 
they ,vere exen1pt fron1 n1ilitary duty, as 
·were also the Indians. 

But ,,·hen the stress of \Yar n1ade the 
sen;-ices of every capable 111an of value, the 
negroes ·were enrolled for duty, and did good 
service as soldiers in the Revolution. 

This ,vas not done \Yithout objection upon 
the part of son1e of the to,vns of \V orcester 
County ; and the blacks of l\ilassach usetts 
·were not forn1ed into separate organizations, 
as ,vas the case in Rhode Island . 

. A .. s a class the negroes of New· England 
,vere apparently possessed of a greater degree 
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of intelligence than the merry and careless 
household servants of the South. 

The movement throughout the Northern 
States for the abolition of sla-\·ery, found able 
and ,villing \\"orkers in the to,vn of W or
cester and neighboring to"\"\"ns, among whom 
appear the distinguished names of. the 
Rev. Samuel l\:Iay, the Rev. George ... \llen, 
Colonel T. W. Higginson, ... \bby Kelley 
Foster, Stephen S. Foster, Tho1nas \V. \\lard, 
San1uel H. Colton, Ed\vard Earle, and n1any 
others. 

It \Vas chiefly through the unflagging 
efforts of General Rufus Putnam, of Rut
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Story of Col. 
Timothy 
Bigelow. 

CHAPTER X. 

The monument upon the Con1mon, erect
ed in honor of Col. Timothy Bigelow, a 
hero of the Revolution, is a familiar object 
to aln1ost every school boy in \V orcester. 

Some of the111 ,v hen crossing the Co111n1011 
have doubtless stopped to read the inscrip
tion upon the stone which con11nen1orates 
this brave and useful citizen, but few per
haps have ever tried to picture hin1 as he 
walked the streets of \V orcester an hundred 
and twenty or thirty years ago. 

Col. Tin1othy Bigelo\v, son of Daniel and 
Elizabeth ( \Vhitney) Bigelovv, ·was born in 
Worcester1 August 12, 1739. 

His father, who ·was a farmer, had been 
a soldier in the Canadian-French War, and 
Timothy, his youngest son, gre\v up tall 
and strong upon his father's farm. 

He learned the trade of a blacksmith, and 
in time built for himself a forge upon the 
south side of Lincoln Square. 

After his marriage to J\tiiss Anna Andrews, 
in r 762, Col. Bigelow resided in a pleasant 
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old house on Main Street, opposite the court 
house, known later as the Bigelow mansion. 

A block of brick d ·wellings ovvned by the 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury no,v stand upon the 
spot, ·which may be justly regarded as one 
of the historic sites of Worcester. 

The prosperous young blacksmith, ·with 
his noble figure, handsome face and urbane 
manner, was a pleasant person to meet, as 
he passed to and fro among his fellow towns
men. 

Thev must have noted him with some-., 

what curious and expectant interest, for he 
v\-~as called an ambitious 1nan; and that he 
had a clear head and indomitable energy, no 
one for a moment doubted. 

His earlier educational advantages ,vere 
limited to those offered· by the common 
school, and as he became conscious of his 
deficiencies, he hastened to repair then1. 

Col. Bigelo,v was resolutely fitting him
self to do some large work in the vYorld; 
and, although he could not quite knovY it, 
the time ·was fast approaching, just here in 
Worcester, when some man pre-eminent for 
strength and courage, would be called to 
step out from among his fello-ws, to bear the 
heaviest public burdens, and encounter the 
greatest dangers. 

,.. ,., 
/J 
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The Province of Massachusetts Bay suf
fered long under a sense of serious grievances 
against Great Britain before actual rebellion 
was contemplated; but tw·o distinct parties 
at length grev, up, to one or the other of 
v\'"hich, all intelligent citizens of necessity 
belonged. 

}Iany of the wealthiest and most influen
tial men of Worcester ,vere unsvverving in 
their loyalty to the :Niother Country, as 
England was fondly called-partly because 
they received at her hands the offices and 
en1olurnents which they valued, partly be
cause they held then1selves her devoted 
sons whatever her errors of judgment, or 
ho"vvever n1isguided her course toward her 
dependent colonies in A1nerica ; and partly 
because their knowledge of the resources 
of this new land ,vould not justify the1n 
in the belief that open rebellion could result 
in anything but disaster to the colonists. 
These were the Tories. 

The opposing party declared open and 
irreconcilable opposition to oppression in 
every form, and from whatsoever source it 
might proceed. 

They, too, adhered to their allegiance to 
England vvith faithful affection, so long as 
she accorded them their simple rights and 
priz,ileges as free born Englislznzen. 
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}lore than these they did not ask ; but 
less than these they could not accept ; and 
England loves and honors them the n1ore, 
for this their manly stand, up to this very 
day and hour. These ·were the \Vhigs. 

Party spirit bet\Yeen the \Vhigs and the 
Tories ran high in \Vorcester, during the 
storn1y days which preceded the Revolu
tion, and up and do·wn the sober pages of 
the history of your to,vn, at this period, 
appears, again and again, the name of 
Ti111othy Bigelo--..v; and, associated ,vith 
hin1, ~athan Bald,vin, Stephen Salisbury, 
Ed\\~ard Crafts, Benjamin Flagg, Samuel 
Curtis, Josiah Pierce, and many others just 
as sternly uncon1 promising, just as ready to 
hazard their all, whether life or property, 
in the just cause ,vhich they had espoused. 

Col. Bigelovv vvas a n1en1ber of the Con1-
n1ittee of Correspondence, organized in this 
and othertovvns, for the interchange of syn1-
pathy, and the purpose of securing concerted 
action. 

He ,vas also a leading spirit in the .A .. n1eri
can Political Society, a small but powerful 
secret local organization. 

As early as August, r 77 4, ,ve find him in 
command of a company of Minute-lVIen, 
who met each evening, when the labor of· 
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the day was over, to train themselves in the 
manual of arms. 

In the autumn of this year Col. Bigelo\\'" 
-~vas sent as a delegate to the Provincial 
Congress, vvhich met at Concord, and -was 
re-elected to this body early in the following 
year. 

Then dawned the fateful 19th day of .. A .. pril, 
1775, when before noon "an express came 
into the tov\rn, shouting, as he passed through 
the street, at full speed, 'to arms! to arms! 
war is begun ! ' 

''His vvhite horse, bloody with spurring, 
and dripping vvith sweat fell exhausted by 
the church. Another one was instantly 
procured, and the tidings went on. 

''The bell rang out the alarm, cannon were 
fired, and messengers sent to every part of 
the to·wn to collect the soldiery.'' 

The Minute-1\:Ien were quick to obey the 
summons, as their name-Jlfinute-J\!Ien, 

would· indicate. 
They dropped such ·work as they had in 

hand, seized their guns and hastened to the 
Common, "\"\7here they were met by their 
cap.tain, Tin1othy Bigelow. 

When all were assembled, and prayer had 
been offered by the Rev. Mr. Maccarty, the 
men set out upon their 1narch to Concord. 
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Capt. Bigelo,v halted his con1mand to 
rest at the old Ho,ve tavern in Sudbury. 

They advanced then only as far as Cam
bridge, the headquarters of the Provincial 
troops. 

The battles of Lexington and Concord 
had been fought. 
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The promotion of Col. Bigelo,v soon fol- Colonel of the 
, d d h" 1 . .c: "'-h h h . Fifteenth Reg-10We , an lS Ile L roug t e ensu1ng_ iment of the 

years of the Revolution ,vas filled with suffer- continental 

ing, struggle and achievement, such as no 
pen has po\ver to tell. 

Those few words upon the left face of his 
monument upon the Common recount in 
part the splendid story, to hin1 who can read 
them well. 

Quebec, lVIonmouth, 
Saratoga, ·verplank's Point, 
\? alley Forge, ·,l orktown. 

But no~ until you kno,v what those great 
names stand for:-your Saratoga, ,vhere Col. 
Bigelov\r con1n1anded the fifteenth Continen-

~ 

tal regin1ent; your\? alley Forge, your York-
town, v\0ill you begin to take in the deeds 
of valor ,vhich attach to one of the n1ost 
illustrious nan1es in "\Vorcester history. 

Try to picture for yourselves, this brave 
man, as he moved through camp and field; 
his ·wife and children \Veeping and praying 
for hi1n in their darkened home dovvn on 

Line. 
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11 ain Street ; and the to,vnspeople leaning 
v.Tith confidence upon his wisdom, and cour
age, in the hour of their great extremity. 

Then say as ,vell as you can, what you 
think the town of \Vorcester o·wed to this 
gallant soldier, ,vho sacrificed so much for 
her safety and future prosperity; ·while he 
gained for hi1nself Poverty, which, ,vhile 
al ,va ys sad, was intensified in his case to 
peculiar anguish, ruined health, and a too 
early grave. 

I like that simple monument upon the 
Comn1on, which was reared to his n1en1ory 
by his descendants from another tovvn, sev
enty-one years after his death. 

Better than this I like that n1ountain 
monument, near the head of the Kennebec 
River in the State of Maine, the steep and 
rugged side of ·which he climbed in order 
to make out his course upon the toilson1e 
n1arch to Quebec, and which fitly bears his 
name-Mount Bigelow. 

But above all I love and honor the history 
of Col. Bigelo,v' s life, written and un-writ
ten, as Worcester knows it well. 

Seen from across the century, he types 
magnificently the patriot of '7 6, and the little 
tOV\"n of his day looks dim and quaint, as 
he tow·ers above it in all the immortal fresh
ness and beauty of a hero. 



CHAPTER XI. 

When the \Var for Independence began, 
in 177 5, the town of \Vorcester had but 
some nineteen hundred inhabitants, and 
looked not unlike country to\\,ns which -vve 
have all seen; \vith its important l\Iain 
Street, shaded by handsome trees, and bor
dered by simple, co111fortable houses, ·with 
deep, grassy door Y?,rds. 

There vYere several pleasant houses on 
Lincoln Street, then known as the Boston 
road, and the Hancock Arn1s Tavern, too 
-a cheerful old place, already with a his
tory of its own, and much frequented by the 
patriots. 

Near by was the jail. The Salisbury 
homestead, perhaps the finest old landmark 
in Worcester, stood then just vvhere it 
stands to-day, upon the north side of Lin
coln Square, having been built in r 770. 

The blacksmith shop upon the south side 
of the square belonged to Timothy Bigelow, 
where great thoughts kept time to mighty 
blovYs. 

Worcester 
in the 
Revolution. 
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The little Court House, sufficient for the 
needs of the thinly populated county, stood 
upon Court Hill, ,v here a larger one now 
stands ; but the pillory and the "-hipping 
post, vv-hich use,d to have their place in front 
of the Court House, in Revolutionary tin1es, 
have mercifully been destroyed. 

The day ,vhen punis}:iment was made as 
public as possible has passed. . 

l\1:en are slo,vly learning that the surest 
vv·ay to make strong and useful men and 
vv·omen, is to foster and encourage all that 
is good in then1, rather than to single out 
and cruelly punish their misdoings. 

From the fact that vVorcester ,vas the 
county seat, arose the large nun1ber of 
taverns in the to,vn. 

Roads ·were poor, travelling ,,-as slo·w, and 
those whose business called then1 to the 
Courts had frequently a long ·way to come, 
and unavoidable delays ·while here. So these 
old inns flourished, and have left an inter
esting record. 

There ,vas the Hancock ..1.-\rms Tavern, 
of ,v hich mention has been made ; the Hey
wood Tavern, ,vhich occupied the land 
vv·here the Bay State House now stands ; 
the King's .. A .. rms Tavern, located upon the 
site of the Lincoln House; the Sun Tavern, 
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upon the }Iain Street, the exact spot a trifle 
indefinite, and the Jones TaYern, also on 
::\Iain Street, a short distance beyond the 
corner of \Yl1at is no,\- Park Street . 

. A.JI of these public houses ,vere n1ore or 
less gathering places for the \Vhigs and 
Tories. \Ve seem almost to hear the sound 
of their eager and detenninecl Yoices, before 
the time for action can1e. 

There vvas much to be talked over. 
There ·was the Sta111p Act, and its repeal ; 

the presence of the King's troops in Boston, 
for the purpose of inti111idating the Colonists 
into subn1ission to the King's authority, 
and. finally, the Boston 111assacre. 

The Con11nittees of Correspondence, and 
the local .A.n1erican Political Society, vvere 
to be discussed ; the Tax on Tea to be vio
lently opposed, and as the days of open re
bellion and war drew near, there vvas a 
fierce searching of the lives of one another, 
in order to detern1ine ,vhich were friends, 
and which foes, from the patriot's point of 

. 
v1ew. 

Tufany of the most respectable citizens of 
"\.Vorcester were Tories, as the royalists were 
called, but the patriots ,vere very stern in 
their demand for silence upon the part of 
such; and stoutly put dovvn all opposition 

G 
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to Independence, wherever they found it in 
their midst. 

\Vorcester was an interesting place to live 
in at that time, \vb.ere there \\'"as so much 
to be done, with so few men, and so little 
money. Though the men were indeed fev\T 
in number, they ,vere a fearless and hardy 
race, bred to the use of arms, and accus
tomed to the privations of pioneer life. 

The horrors of local Indian warfare "\Vere 
still the favorite stories of their fireside_s; 
for the children of Digory Serj en t had but 
just now grown to be old men and \von1en ; 
and many citizens had gone out to the 
French Wars, which were a thing of yes
terday, 

Moreover, through fifty years and n1ore, 
the men of \V orcester had come together in 
to,vn meeting to conduct the affairs of this 
community, and to unite in sending up their 
voice to the General Court in the person of 
some trusted citizen. The idea of self-gov
ernment had been fostered, and they felt 
themselves to be far more sufficient for their 
day of trial than they seem to us, as \\7e 

look back upon them, from the strong hold 
of this great and powerful Republic. 

The Comn1i ttee of Safety and the Com
mittee of Supplies of the Provincial Con-



SCHOOL HISTORY OF \VORCESTER. 

gress of l\:Iassachusetts, found it desirable 
to deposit arms, a1nmunition, provisions and 
camp equipage in a few selected towns. 

On .i\.pi:"il 17, r 77 5, it was "\~ oted, that 
all ammunition shall be deposited in nine 
towns in this Province, viz.: Worcester, 
Lancaster, Concord, Groton, Stoughton, 
Stowe, Mendon, Leicester and Sudbury." 

On the day following, April r8th, it was 
' ' Voted, that the town of vV orcester, Con -
cord, Stowe and Lancaster be furnished 
with two iron three pound cannon each.'' 

"On the r9th of ... .c\pril, r775, ro8 n1en 
left \V orcester to march to the relief of 
Lexington and Concord.'' These ·were the 
Minute-Men under the command of Capt. 
Timothy Bigelow, and a company of thirty
one men commanded by Capt. Benjamin 
Flagg, which followed Capt. Bigelow and 
joined him at Sudbury. 

A.s the British invasion had been success
fully repelled, and the troops returned to 
Boston-the Worcester soldiers marched 
only to Cambridge, where the organization 
of the army vvas begun without delay. Then 
followed the events in the war for Independ
ence, which belong to our national history. 

Out of her population of less than 2,000 

souls, \Vorcester sent 400 soldiers to aid in 
her country's battles. 

See firearms 
in use in the 
Revolution. 
owned oy the 
Society of 
Antiquity. 

\Vorcester 
in the 
Revolution, by 
A. A. Lo\·ell. 
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They fought at Bunker Hill, at Quebec, 
Long Island, and at Saratoga; on the Hud
son and at \"'" alley Forge, at 11onmouth and 
at \'.~ orkto\vn, filling vv"'" orcester' s i:"oll of 
honor ·with deeds and names ever to be re
membered ·with fervent gratitude. 

Do"\vn this Main Street of the then pretty 
village, rode General \V ashington on his 
way to Cambridge, to take command of the 
Continental .... \nny-bearing such a burden 
of care and responsibility as has seldom 
been pressed upon the shoulders of mortal 
man. 

It is well to recall that General \\T ashing
ton rode again_ through Worcester streets, 
when, as first President of the United States 
of .i\.n1erica, he made a visit to New Eng
land. The people of that tin1e read in their 
Massachusetts Spy the following notice of 
the event: 

'' Information being received on Thursday 
evening, that lzis Hzglnzcss ,vould be in town 
the next n1orning, a nun1ber of respectable 
citizens, about forty, paraded before sunrise 
on horseback, and ·went as far as Leicester 
line to ~velcome him, and escorted hin1 into 
to"v\rn. The Worcester Company of Artil
lery, commanded by Major Treadwell, ,vere 
already assen1bled: on notice being given 
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that lzis Highness was approaching, five 
cannon were fired for the five New· England 
States; three for the three in the 1.Inion; 
one for \7" ermont, ,vhich \\~ill speedily be ad
mitted, and one as a call to Rhode Island 
to be ready before it ·was too late. 

""\Vhen the President General arrived in 
sight of the meeting-house, eleven cannon 
were fired ; he vievved vvith attention the 
Artillery Company as he passed, and ex
pressed to the inhabitant? his sense of the 
honor done hin1. 

'' He stopped at the [lnited States ""4 nns 
and breakfasted, and then proceeded on his 
journey.'' 

It is related that \Vashington, ,vith char
acteristic graciousness, left his travelling 
carriage, and passed through the streets of 
Worcester on horseback, after the 111anner 
of a general officer, as a kindly tribute to 
those ,vho kne,v and loved hin1 first in ,var. 

Kow the 
Exchange 
Hotel. 
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The Declara
tion of Inde
pendence. 

CHAPTER XII. 

The glory of the document, \vhich \\~e 
call the Declaration of Independence, be
longs alike to the thirteen Colonies, \Vhich 
\Vere n1anfully struggling, as ·with one \Yill, 

· to obtain the liberty that had become their 
vital need. 

The pen of Jefferson but repeated the 
sentiments familiar to every village and 
town, from ,vhich a patriot had gone out to 
v\Tar. 

The people were expecting the Declara
tion. 

They ,vere \vaiting for it here, in \Vorces
ter, \vith almost breathless anticipation, each 
in his O\Vn ,vay, as the long summer of 1776 
\\

7ore on. But no one could say just ,vhen 
it would be made . 

.. A.t last the great paper vvas written, and 
r7i6. signed on the fourth day of July, down in 

Philadelphia, by President John Hancock, 
and Secretary Charles Thompson; and later 

August 2, 1776. by the strong men "\°\7ho pledged each his 
own State to well nigh impossible things. 
The Signers, \\re like to call them. 
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The distribution of copies to the various 
Capitals, to the Committees of Correspond
ence, and to the headquarters of the Con
tinental Army, follovved the .. A.ct of July 
fourth, and then the slow vvork of having 
them delivered. 

It is a proud reflection for \Vorcester 
children that the Declaration _of Independ
ence ,vas heard for the :first time upon ~Ias~ 
sachusetts soil, in this their o,vn to\vn. 

Possibly on Saturday, July r3; and cer
tainly on July r4, 1776, a copy \Vas in \Vor
cester, on its \Vay to Boston. 

It is idle for us to try now to picture the 
fearful joy with ·which it vvas received, as 
Isaiah Thomas reacl. it to the hastily assem
bled citizens from the \Vest porch of the Old 
South Church. 

For the benefit of those \"\'ho had not 
heard, and for those perhaps ,vho "\"\'ished 
to hear it all over again, the Rev. Thaddeus 
lviaccarty svent through it "\"\7ith great fervor, 
at the close of his morning sern1on. 

No one thought it dull; and by lvionday 
of the f ollovving "vv-eek, the proper arrange
n1en ts having been made to give it a fitting 
public reception, it \vas read again amid 
great rejoicing. 

The Arms of King George III, which 

Lincoln's 
History of 
\Vorcester. 
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r776. 
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had remained upon the Court House up to 
this time, ,Yere burned ; and ~Irs. Stearns, 
vv-ho kept the King's ... :\.rms Tavern, v\'"here 
the Lincoln House no\Y stands, \Yas asked 
to give her objectionable sign to be burned 
also-which she cheerfully did. 

This third outburst of joy seen1s not un
like the more modern fourth of July festi
vities. 

If vve, of to-day, have lost the pov;.,.er to 
listen to it ,vi th enthusiasm equal to that 
of our forefathers, it is not ,vholly strange. 

To us it is a matter of history; while to 
them, line by line, the truths which it tells 

r789 to r883. see vvere as familiar as household words; and 
The Worcester· a sound knowledge of history is far less Book,by 
Franklin P. 
Rice. 

con1111011, than a fa111iliarity ,vith current 
events of thrilling interest. 

But the Declaration of Independence still 
means as much for us as it did for them. 

It must forever stand to us for the love 
of liberty; and for our sacred duty of de
fending arid n1aking better this great land 
vvhich the fathers \\-on for us. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Almost every \Vorcester school boy is able A sketch of 
to furnish so111e fact ·with regard to Isaiah 
Thomas. One perhaps ·will rernen1ber the 
street called by his nan1e, ,vhich he present
ed to the to,vn. 

A.nother n1ay have seen in Rural Cen1etery 
the to1nb of granite ,vhich he caused to be 
erected for hi111self, some years before his 
death, and vvhich stood originally in 1Ie
chanic Street burial ground. 

Yet another ,Nill recall that lvir. Thon1as 
,vas the first post111aster of \Vorcester, hav
ing been appointed to this office by Benj a-
1nin Franklin, in I 77 5, vvhile n1any ,vill know 
that he ,vas the original OvYner and publisher 
of the Horccstcr Sj)'. 

It is a n1ost interesting staten1ent that 
the first printing ever done in any N e,v 
England inland to,vn, v\~as done in vVorces
ter, in I 7 7 5, upon the printing press of Isaiah 
Tho111as. 

The early life of l\J:r. Thon1as ·was filled 
"·ith hardship and strange vicissitudes. 

Isaiah 
Thomas. 

Remo\·ed 
to Rural 
Cen1etery, 
June 24, 187S. 

See 
The History 
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hy Isaiah 
Thomas. 
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He \\,.as born in Boston, January ro, 1749, 
the son of wloses and Fidelity (Grant) 
Thomas, and \\·as hardly beyond his baby
hood "'\Vhen his father died, ieaving his fam
ily quite unprovided for ; one result of which 
being that little Isaiah ~vas apprenticed to 
a Boston printer, lvir. Fo\\,.le, at the tender 
age of six years. 

The onlv books ,vhich the office of l\!Ir. .., 

Fo-'\"vle contained. were the Bible, and an 
old diction_ary; but the boy early detennined 
that he 1vould be a scholar, and the necessity 
for books must be n1et in son1e ,vay . 

... :\.11 of the ambition, ingenuity and cour
age which he possessed, ,vere needed to 
sustain him through this trying season of 
privation and unceasing toil. 

:Niuch of the business of the printing 
office was given in to his charge while he 
\¾·as but a half gro,vn boy . 

... ..\t the age of eighteen years Isaiah 
Tho111as ,vas tall and fine looking, with 
pleasing manners, robust health, and an 
uncon1monly large fund of experience for 
one so young. Unusual responsibilities, and 
his habit of self-reliance, had matured him 
,vonderfully. 

He had managed also to acquire a good 
deal that \\,.as serviceable in the ,Yav of edu-.., 
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cation, and sa,v no reason no,,· ,vhy he might 
not venture into the ,vorld alone. 

He accordingly left Boston and ,vent to 
Hal; f:ax carrui no- n-·i +-1.. 1-,; ~ ~b O --- -cle-.... 1 o· ·e ...L. ..... ..:.. } ---.v ..... __ .... <'.:, \,\-..,;..vll. .... ..1....:....1,,. ... ...., .... .J..\,_ aJ. l.Ll.. .1 \; 

of liberty, and secret desire for independ
ence, ·which had gro\\'"11 strongly y1:ithin 
him under the fostering influences of life in 
Boston. Young Thomas soon obtained edi
torial ,vork 1 as \\·ell as printing, upon th~ 
Halifax Gazette, but his declared opposition 
to the Stamp ... .:\.ct gave offence to the govern
ment officials in Halifax, and rendered his 
stay in that to,\·n no longer profitable . 

... \.fter several changes of residence it 
seemed best to return to Boston, and estab
lish hin1self in business there. Surely it 
,vas a n1emorable experience ·when he pur
chased fron1 his old 111aster, :!\Ir. Fo,vle, the 
printing press and types to ,vhich he had 
been accuston1ed as child and youth, and 

93 

began the publication of the l'rfassaclzusctts :\larch 7, r77r. 

SjJ 1-a paper devoted to the cause of liberty. 
It seems a small sheet, indeed, con1pared 
,vith the great ne,Yspapers of to-day, but it 
stood for n1igh ty things. 

'' This n1eant at least a free press,'' one 
thinks, as one reads ,-:vith curious interest. 

l\ir. Tho1nas was soon recognized as a 
ne,v power in the political ·world, and the 



94 

Owned by 
1'he American 
Antiquarian 
Society. 

See composing 
stick used by 
Mr. Thomas, 
O"\vned by the 
Society of 
Antiquity. 

SCHOOL HISTORY OF \VORCESTER. 

pa trio ts ··were far too sensible of the value 
of his sen:--ices to willingly take the risk of 
seeing his printing press shut up in Boston, 
as the condition of affairs there gre\\.,. daily 
more senous. 

He gave favorable consideration to the 
suggestion that he should remove to \V or -
cester. 

At that safe distance he could print the 
documents of the Provincial Congress, as 
well as aid the great cause which he had at 
heart, by disseminating its principles far and 
near. 

His way to success lay over heavy n1aterial 
losses, in any case, but things were not so 
bad as they might have been. 

Col. Ti1nothy Bigelow assisted in secretly 
conveying the press and cases of type a-,vay 
from Boston, and so did General Warren, 
whose gallant life was now so near its end. 

Three days before the battle of Lexing
ton the sturdy old printing press, ··with its 
humble outfit of type, was safely started on 
the road to Worcester. 

It is well to step in and look at it, as it 
stands safely protected in its honorable old 
age. But the boy who n1eans to be a printer, 
or a journalist, or a publisher of books, vdll 
hardly need this suggestion. 
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1Ir. Thomas· remained in Boston until after 
the stirring e;.-ents of the 19th day of .A .. pril. 
and then set out for \\T orcester afoot. 

In the course of his journey he gratefully 
accepted the offer of a horse to relieve 
his fatigue; but he reached his 11e\\'" home 
footsore and ,veary, poor in purse, and a 
stranger. 

On the 3d day of Nlay, 1775, the Spy be
gan its prosperous career in Worcester, an 
interval of three ·weeks only having elapsed 
since its last issue in Boston. 

In addition to the nevvspaper, Worcester 
soon became the centre of an important 
book publishing industry, conducted by Mr. 
Thomas. A list of the titles of books pub
lished here, is, in itself, interesting reading, 
and many of the volumes are easily acces
sible. 

\Vhile these do not in any sense represent 
the perfection to \\'hich the art of book 
making had attained in the old °"Torld at that 
period, they have for us a dear and peculiar 
value. 

The arts and manufactures were still in 
their infancy in our o,vn country, and their 
products v\·ere the fruit of poor tools, .poor 
material, and heroic patience and ingenuity. 
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Thomas ,vere modelled upon tp.e English 
ones of the tin1e, and bear slight resen1-
blance to the beautiful publications for chil
dren to vvhich vve are accusto:ned.. 

They are very quaint and s1nall ; from 
four to fi\·e inches tall, and about three 
inches and a half ·wide, bound in paper. 

These sold for '' four federal coppers '' 
apiece. 

Exquisite selections fro1n the ).Iid Su111-
n1er Xight' s Drean1 appear an1ong Mother 
Goose's 1'Ielodies, and the true 1Iother 
Goose ditties are furnished each ,vith a 
maxim at the end. .A .. s for exan1ple: "Hick
ory, Dickory Dock," closes ,vith Time z1.•aits 

.for no /vfan,· and '' Pat-a-Cake, Pat-a-Cake,'' 
is rather heavily ,ve:ighted ·with-The surest 
Tf7av to o·ain our Ends is to JJzodcratc our ., <..., 

Desires. The delightful old nonsense, n1ade 
to be spoken and sung to happy children, 
looks very ,vistful and forlorn upon these 
tiny pages .. 

Then there ,vere solid little stories beside, 
"·hich teach the in1portance of truthfulness, 
honesty, courage, and diligence, as ·well as 
of fine n1anners ; - those sin1 ple, hardy vir -
tues, the very flo-vver of ·which is true polite
ness. \Ve are told that the little \Vorcester 
boys and girls of a century ago, gre,v into 
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men and \Vomen of notably noble and gra
cious manners. 

Fron1 the year I 7 7 5 to r 8 3 r, the year of 
his death, Isaiah Thomas ·was a leading citi
zen of \Vorcester ; giving freely of the \veal th 
which flo\ved in upon him, and devoting his 
ripe years and leisure to the business of her 
development. 

Perhaps the 1nost enduring n1onu111ent 
to the memory of Dr. Thon1as, is the An1er
ic;an Antiquarian Society, of \vhich he \Vas 
the founder. 

The first building occupied by the Society, 
and the nucleus of its fine library and valu
able collection, ·were his noble gifts. 

The dwelling of Dr. Thon1as stood upon 
Court Hill, surrounded by a beautiful gar
den, filled ,vith the trees, and shrubs, and 
flo\vers, which he loved the 111ost. 

Founded in 
I Sr 2. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The early history of the Church in the 
older New England to-wns is most closely 
bound up with the history of the tovvn itself. 

The General Court exacted the observance 
of devotional services, and the attendance 
upon religious teaching, as one of the im
portant conditions of the tovvn~s very exist
ence-and made liberal grants of land for 
church purposes. 

In the days immediately follovving the 
permanent settlement of Worcester, vvhile 
the people were too poor, and too busy se
curing the barest necessities of life, in the 
way of food and shelter, and safety from the 
Indians, to even think of building a house 
of ,vorship, it was their custom to con1e 
togethet in the h un1 ble dwelling of one of 
their number, for reading of the Seri ptures, 
and praise and prayer. 

They chose a house conveniently situated, 
and when Sunday came, each man started 
thither vvith his family, carrying his loaded 
gun. 
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It ·was an ordinance of the old Colony 16is

Court that, '' every n1an that comes to 
meeting on the Lord's day, bring with him 
his arms, with at least six charges of powder 
and shot." 

.A .. sufficient guard was placed outside the 
little cabin before the exercises began; for 
the Indians, ·who were ill disposed, were apt 
to take advantage of the restful quiet ?f 
Sunday to pillage and burn, and otherwise 
distress the vvhite settlers. 

Tradition relates that the worshippers \Vorcester. 

were greatly alarmed one . Sunday in the 
n1idst of their worship by an Indian arrow 
swiftly flying over the heads of the congre-
gation, and lodging in the ,vall opposite the 
little \vindo-,v through ·which it had entered. 

Occurrences of this kind ,vere not uncom
mon else·where, and this little story handed 
do,vn to us, is but a type of many vYhich 
might be told of the difficulties attending 
the public worship of God. 

It is well for the children of to-day to 
picture the humble forefathers as they pain
fully pressed through the rough and pathless 
vvoods, to the house perhaps of Jonas Rice on 
Sagatabscot Hill, or that of his brother, 
Gershorn Rice, on Pakachoag Hill, to meet 
as a group of friends and neighbors for their 
sin1ple services. 
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It \vas something to merely look in to one 
another's faces, and grow hopeful and strong 
together, before they all vvent out agajn to 
another ,veek of toil and danger. 

The Church, from the first, was the great 
centre of interest in the to-wn. Church affairs 
,vere managed in tovvn meeting, and town 
meeting was held in the church edifice as 
soon as one could be erected. 

In I 7 I 7, a little log house vvas built near 
Trun1bull Square, \Vhich served as a place 
for public n1eeting, until a better one was 
erected in r7r9, on the Conunon, upon the 
historic site so long occupied by the lVIeeting 
House of the First Parish. 

This one also \vas of the sin1plest descrip
tion ; but as the people prospered they 
added to it fro111 year to year. 

In 1723 a pulpit ,vas put in, and a gallery. 
And in r 7 33 the pulpit and the front of the 
gallery, as ·well as other portions of the 
interior, ,vere colored and varnished. 

In r 7 43 a small to-wer ,vas added, and 
a bell. The R.ev. AndreYv Gardner, of 
Brookline, vvas the first n1inister settled in 
Worcester. 

The records are con1plete only fro111 r722, 

but the Church vvas probably organized as 
early as r7r7, and from this time until 1785, 
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the First Parish was the only congregation 
in \\lorcester, save for the sad struggle made 
by the Scotch Presbyterians to maintain a 
religious society of their o,vn. 

Public sentiment, hovvever, ·was in favor 
of but one church, and the persecuted Scots 
ultimately had their choice bet"'·een identi
fying themselves ~rith the First Parish or 
leaving the tovvn. 

It was this inbred idea of but one church 
under one minister, ""·ho ·was not only the 
spiritual head of the con1munity, but ,vho 
wielded important secular influence as ~"ell, 
~rhich made the suggestion of a divided 
Church intolerable. 

Indeed it was not wholly that the scanty 
supply of 1noney would be diverted, or that 
a spirit of dissension and rivalry a1no11g the 
villagers ,vould receive a legal sanction; but 
it was making a complex thing of that 
which before ,vas simple, and establishing 
dangerous latitude in the liberty of individ
ual thought and action. 

In r763 a new meeting house was erected 
upon the site of the earlier one of I 7 r9-the 
familiar edifice knovvn as the Old South 
Church to generations of a church going 
public. 

It ,vas from the ~·est pore h of this old 
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church that the Declaration of Independence 
was first publicly read in 1'Iassachusetts ; an 
historical fact of great importance. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that 
the earlier buildings of Worcester \'\-ere of 
a character to be easily destroyed. Sacred 
associations constitute much of the true 
vvealth of any community. 

In 1785, a sufficient number of persons 
\Vithdrew from the First Parish to form a 
ne·w Congregational Society. 

The increase in population made this 
moven1ent as ·wise as it ,vas inevitable, in 
vie,v of certain changes in doctrinal belief. 

The Second Parish ,vas singularly blest 
in its chosen leader, the Rev. .A.aron Ban
croft; a fine, even a subli111e figure, upon 
the pages of Church history. 

vVe find his prototype an1011g the Soldier 
Saints of the ]\,fiddle Ages. 

The pastorate of Dr. Bancroft extended 
over a period of fifty-four years. 

The Societv n1et in the court house for .,,, 

seven years, until its first church edifice on 
Sun1mer Street ·was provided, in r 792 . 

. A. parish meeting ,vas held Nove111ber 27, 
1827, Deacon Benjan1in Butman, moderator, 
,vhen it ,vas voted, "expedient to contract 
for a ne,v and n1ore con1111odious house of 
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vvorship, on a new lot on l\Iain Street, be
tween the court house on the north, and 
the house cf Nathaniel l\Iaccarty on the 
south, the outside walls to be of brick, the 
whole cost to be not over $15,000." 

The building thus planned ,vas co111pleted 
in 1829, and occupied until r849, "\v·hen it 
was destroyed by fire. 

A portion of its most valued furniture ·was 
saved, and a nevv building vvas erected upon 
the same site, and dedicated Nlarch 26, r85 r 
-,vhich is the present Unitarian Church 
edifice on Court Hill. 

The Societv has had but four settled min-., 

isters during the one hundred and fourteen 
years of its existence, viz. : The Rev. 
Aaron Bancroft, D. D., the Rev. Alonzo 
Hill, D. D., the Rev. Ed·ward H. Hall, D. D., 
and the Rev. Austin S. Garver, D. D., the 
present pastor. 

Until history carries us over in to the 
Nineteenth Century, there were no new re
ligious societies formed in \V orcester ; the 
First and Second Parish Churches proving 
sufficient for the spiritual needs of the town. 

It is true there had long been a little 
group of the Baptist denomination resident 
here. 

One of the most prominent of these was 
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the first Dr. John Green, whose father 1 a 
physician and minister, founded the Baptist 
Society in Leicester. svir ... A .. n1os Putnam 
was of the Baptist faith, as was also the 
wife of Col. Samuel Flagg. 

In the year 1812, their nun1bers haying 
increased sufficiently, a Baptist Society ,vas 
organized, and, in 1813, a house of ·worship 
erected, on the east side of Salem Square. 

The First lvlethodist Episcopal Church, 
Trinity Church, was organized in 1834-, and 
the first Ro111an Catholic Church, St. John's, 
in r 834 also. 

The first Protestant Episcopal Church of 
All Saints, held the first 111eeting Decen1ber 
13, 1835. 

The U ni-versalist Society was formed in 
r 84 r ; and the Society of Friends built their 
meeting house in r 846, though they had 
previously held meetings for a period of nin~ 
years. 

And no,v, in order to gain some just idea 
of the number of beautiful church edifices 
with ·which the tovvn is blest, it is only 
necessary to walk to some commanding hill
top and count the n1any towers and spires, 
which give assurance to the stranger, and to 
the children just beginning to be interested 
in the life around them, that Worcester has 
a church going people. 
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:VIany of these can be easily located : Ply
n1outh, Piedmont, Central, and St. Paul's, 
·where Father Po-\Yer has so long led his 
parishioners ; \\·hile the history of each sa
cred edifice and parish) is easy to obtain, 
for the reader 1,;ho desires it. 

s 

113 

The Very Rev. 
John J. Po,ver, 
Vicar General 
of the 
Dioceasc>. 



Early 
Schools of 
Worcester. 

A fine for diso
l>ediem;e of 
this law was 
established in 
1671, and in
creased in 
16.~.)-

CHAPTER XV. 

In their fine ideal of this Comn1onvvealth 
\vhich the fathers planted in the ne\\r ,vorld, 
religion and education ·went hand in hand. 

First the Church ; then the School. 
We have already observed in our talk 

upon township governn1ent, that it \Vas 
purely democratic in its character; and that 
each voter was at liberty to express his 
opinion in tovvn n1eeting touching the 111an
agen1en t of public affairs. 

It was of the utn1ost importance, there
fore, that these expressions of opinion should 
be not only conscientious, but enlightened. 

As early as May, 1647, the Great and 
General Court of the Colony '' ordered that 
every township vvithin the jurisdiction, 
' after the Lord ha th increased them to the 
number of fifty householders,' should 111ain
tain a comn1011 school, and each tovvn of one 
hundred families should keep a grammar 
school.'' 

This \Vas a la\v, and the tovvn that failed 
to co1nply with its proyisions incurred the 
penalty of a fine. 
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undoubtedly it was asking a great deal 
of the poor, struggling settlers ; and if the 
to,vns occasionally failed to do all that ,vas 
required of them, it cannot be accounted 
strange. 

At the first meeting of the original Com -
n1ittee of Settlement, in 1669, provision 
,vas made for the maintenance of a school 
and schoolmaster, and a tract of land set 
apart for this purpose. 

After the pern1anen t settlement of W or
cester ·was effected, and new surveys were 
n1ade, forty acres of the public land was 
devoted to school support . 

... .:\.pril 4, I 726, the town took action upon 
the n1atter of education, and '' the Select
n1en agreed ,vith Mr. Jonas Rice to be school
master, and to teach such children and 
yonth as the inhabitants shall send to hin1, 
to read and ,vrite, as the la,v directs," until 
the 15th of Decen1ber. 

So the children and young people vvent 
up to the house of lvir. Jonas Rice, upon 
Sagatabscot Hill, to receive such elen1entary 
instruction as he -vvas prepared to give. 

Ho,v ,vell they read, no one can say; but 
that the boys of that time in n1any instances, 
can1e to write remarkably ,vell, we have 
abundant e·vidence. 

Jonas Rice, 
who was the 
fir!-t settler of 
permanent 
settlement of 
Worcester, 
lived to old 
age in his 
homestead 
upon Sagatab
.scot Hill. He 
was an officer 
in the military 
service, Dea
con of the 
Church. and 
held other 
positions of 
trust and 
honor. He 
died in r753. 
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Certain of the old to\vn records of \'\; or
cester County to\vns, afford striking ex
amples of fine penn1anship. ·vertical script 
is not uncon1111011 an1ong them; ana 111any 
a page 1nay be found that ,vas written one 
hundred and seventy or eighty years ago, 
,vith a good quill pen, and rich black ink, 
,vhich looks fresh and unfaded as the \York 
of vesterda v. - ' ~ 

Upon the expiration of the tern1 of service 
for ,vhich n1:r. Rice ,vas engaged, it ,vas 
voted to discontinue the school. Trouble 
ensued ,vhen it beca111e kno--wn in Boston 
that the little frontier settlen1ent of \:\Torces
ter ·was trying to rub along ,vithout a school. 

It ,vas a sad condition of affairs, not to be 
tolerated, and the people of \Vorcester n1acle 
haste to explain that they ,vould establish 
a school without further delay, and Ben
jamin Flagg was accordingly appointed 
schoolmaster. 

Five school districts ,vere formed in ~--\pril, 
1731, for the convenience of the little chil
dren who had too far to go from their hon1es 
in order to reach the Centre, "and to the 
intent that all mav have the benefit of eclu-

~ 

cation.'' 
One of these districts included the Centre, 

and the remaining four were in_ the north, 
south, east and ,vest quarters of the to,;,v11. 
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The select111en ,vere instructed to obtain 
a suitable nu1nber of '' school dames'' to 
teach the five little schools:· Yvomen of dig
nity and educatjon, vvho merited the noble 
designation of '' gentle women.'.) 

These neighborhood schools, taught at 
the ho1ne of son1e favored child, since there 
\Yas no schoolhouse yet -in all the to\vn, did 
not continue long. 

~.\. '' moving school,'' under the charge 
of :\Ir. Richard Rogers, ,-vas established in 
August, r 7 32. 

l\Ir. Rogers remained for eight )·ears the 
only teacher in \\7 oicester; n1oving from 
one quarter of the town to ·another, as the 
to-\Yn n1eeting ordered, and· teaching in the 
house of one of the citizens all the boys 
and girls sent thither by their parents. 

Indeed vVorcester had· not outgrown the 
possibility of a ntoving school until much 
later, as appears fron1 an entry in the diary 
of :vlr. John Adams, of date February 13, 

1756. 
"Supped at l\!Iajor Chandler's, and _en

gaged to keep school at Bristol, provided 
\V orcester people at their · ensuing · lVIarch 
meeting should change this into a moving 
school 1 not otherwise.'' 

The to-wn possessed a little schoolhouse 

rr7 
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at this time, but the distance to it \Yas so 
great for many of the villagers, as to occa
sion dissatisfaction. 

1i!r. Adams' school was not changed into 
a moving school, arid he went to- Bristol 
only for a little visit later. 

The need for a schoolhouse was the sub
ject of frequent discussion, before the town, 
in June, 1738, settled upon the spot ,vhere 
it should stand, which is described as '· be
tween the Court House and the Bridge, 
below the Fulling Iv.rill.'' 

This first schoolhouse built in the to,vn 
of Worcester, was erected upon Lincoln 
Square, nearly in front of the site occupied 
by the American Antiquarian Society, at 
the corner of Court Bill and Highland 
Street. 

It was a humble little house, 24 feet long 
and 16 feet wide, ,vith posts 7 feet high ; 
much such a schoolhouse as one frequently 
passes upon a country road, remote from 
the village or town. It continued to be 
used until after the close of the Re··volu
tionary War; and must have served - for 
some time as the High School, or Latin 
Grammar School building; since, in r 7 40, 
the to·wn prepared to meet the demand of 
the la,v in the matter of a school '' for in-
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struction in the languages," and this was 
the only school building until long after 
that period. 

The :first Grammar School 1-vas established 
in 1752, by a vote of the to'\\rn, by which 
the people of the .Centre District, extending 
one mile and a half around the schoolhouse, 
·were required to keep a Grampiar School 
the whole year. 

The outlying districts enjoyed a term ·of 
some twelve weeks each, in the cour~e of 
the year ... 
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The fir~t Latin Grammar School buildin o- The <lat~ is 
0 ' nncerta1n. 

which was built by several public spirited Probably be-

o-entlemen stood upon the east side of tween r755 au<l 
b ' 1760. 
l\;Iain Street, south of Foster Street. It 
consisted of a single floor of two rooms, 
and during the Revolutionary War was made 
in to a dwelling house. 

Free instruction in the Greek and Latin 
required for entrance to college, was long 
considered an unfair burden by a n1ajority 
of the to,vnspeople. 

T,vice, at least, they directed their repre- n 66- 1 167. 

sentative to use his influence to have the 
la,v repealed ""hich required a Latin Gram-
n1ar School in every to·wn. 

They ,vere cheerfully ·willing to do their 
best in providing teachers for the English 
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branches, and a good \\Titing master, at all 
hazards; but the benefits to be derived 
through a liberal education did not appeal 
to ti1en1, and it \\·as a 111atter \Yhich needed 
to be greatly aided and encouraged by pri
,~a te enterprise, and the generosity, of a fe,Y 
broad minded citizens. 

But all the \Yhile the General Court kept 
one of its unsleeping eyes fixed firn1ly upon 
every little to,,·n, ,villing or reluctant, \vithin 
its borders; saying in effect: '·No State 
can long exist ·without ,vise n1en.'f' Where
ever there is a boy a111011g you an1bitious for .,. 
great things, in hi111 I find a possible coun-
cillor in days to co111e. See to it, therefore, 
that your boys of pron1ise are carried safely 
to the college door, free of all charge. It 
is not a question of poverty or of V\~ealth, 
but of needed n1aterial for the upbuilding 
of the State." 

Thus lviassachusettshas ahvays had schol
arly men, quite as a 1natter of course; and, 
in recent years, scholarly women too, through 
the just value she has placed upon intellec
tual excellence and a lofty purpose. 

In the year r 800, schoolhouses ,vere built 
in the several districts ; Ii ttle houses, son1e 
twenty-t,Yo feet square, put up at an aver
age expenditure of t,Yo hundred and fifty 
dollars each. 
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These \Yere fitted \Yith the plainest pos
sible benches and desks, poorly heated in 
,,·inter. and ahYays badly lighted. 

Primiti,·e as they \Yere, t\YO \Yere erected 
at the Centre : one having been· placed at 
the corner of Thon1as and Sun1n1er streets, 
and the other near the site of the Su.n11ner 
Street schoolhouse. 

The handson1e, COlT\-enient, and cheerful 
schoolhouses of to-clay, offer a strange con
trast to these pathetic little cabins; and the 
year r 900 ,vill sho,v a ,,yell filled century of 
,vork~ in the cause of education, throughout 
the Jength and breadth of \Vorcester. 

... -\.s this short chapter treats only of the 
early public schools, and the infant efforts, 
,vhich have yielded such splended results, 
it leaves, of necessity, unn1entioned, the 
111any institutions of learning for which \Vor
cester is so .. widely celebrated. 

The office of Superintendent of Schools 
·was created in 1857, to ·which the Rev. 
George Bushnell ,vas appointed. ~-\t the 
close of the year it \Yas abolished, and again 
established a t\velven1011th later. 

The second appointee ,vas the Re,-. J. D. 
E. Jones, ,vho "'as succeeded, in the order 
named, by Col. Bernard Peel Cheno,Yeth, 
Dr. .A..lbert P. Tuiarble, and Supt. Clarence 
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F. Carroll, the present incumbent-all men 
of marked ability, and, with one exception, 
of New England birth. 1 

1 Col. Chenoweth was a Virginian. He received 
his fitting for college in \Vashington, D. C., where 
his father, the Rev. A. G. Chenoweth, had a 
parish. 

Though born of a slaye holding fan1ily, he es
poused the l;nion side in the Civil \Var, and en
tered the army as captain, in May, 1861, at the 
age of twenty-one years. 

In r866 he was appointed Superintendent of 
Schools in Worcester, and served less than three 
years-the cliniate prodng too harsh for a con
stitution broken by three years of exposure to 
the hardships of war. Col. Chenoweth died in 
the sen·ic-e of the government, while r. S. Con
sul at Canton, China. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

"But I have no books, no time, no funds; A Story of 
I must therefore be contented to E,~e and John Adams. 
die an ignorant, and obscure, fello,v.'' 

Th us wrote John Adams, in his diar)r, 
under date of April 24, 1756, in an hour of 
deep discouragement. 

He was then Master of the 1i ttle La tin 
Grammar School in Worcester, and had 
been graduated from Harvard College in the 
Class of r 7 55, when not twenty years of age. 

There ·was no real cause for discourage
n1ent. The only trouble seems to have been 
that he could not see a hand's breadth ahead 
of him, and was painfully concerned for his 
future . 

. i\. thoughtful person, older than he, ,vould 
probably have comforted him by saying : 
·' To judge of your future from your past, 
Mr. Adams, you are in a very fair way. You 
have always been diligent, and have fine 
mental gifts, and have done thus far all that 
you could justly hope to do. Be patient, 
and trudge on. You may yet run across 

John Adams, 
second Presi
dent of the 
United States, 
1797-rSoi. 
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some ,Yonderful con1bination of circum
stances. ·which ,vill sen.~e both you and the 
\Vorld.:' 

The business of school teaching in ~Ir. 
~;\dams' tin1e, 1vas regarded rather as a step
ping stone for college bred youth; the n1a
jority of ,vhom taught only until they could 
discover a ,vav to son1e vrofession ·which 

., .L -

·would offer a larger field for action, and 
greater profit. 

A friend had endeavored to induce l\Ir. 
.A.da111s to becon1e a clergyn1an, and he gave 
the n1atter serious thought. 

Then he grew so absorbed in Dr. \Villard's 
111edical books, and the busy life of the good 
country doctor hi111self, that he very nearly 
decided to be a physician. This was \vhile 
he ,vas boarding ,vith Dr. Nahun1 \Villard, 
vvho lived on Park Street, betvveen Portland 
and l\1ain streets. 

But at last all choice centered in the pro
fession of the lavv, and he ,vent into the 
study of that with all his heart. 

\Ve find ourselves interested in lvI::. 
Adan1s' teaching, then. after quite his o,vn 
fashion, and are not disposed to lay great 
stress upon it. 

Had he started out "\"\rith the detern1ination 
to be a famous teacher, such an one perhaps 
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as Dr. _--\rnolcl of Rugby \\-as, later, each 
step to,vard this end ,..-ould have been a 
studv. 

Tb.e diary ,..-h:ich he bega:1 to keep ,vhile 
living in \Vorcester, thro,Ys n1uch light upon 
the social conditions of the tin1e. His frank 
exuressions of opinion are those of a so-

~ . 
journer, uncolored by habit, and "-holly 
impartial. 

The Rev. Thaddeus lviaccarty ,vas thei1 
in the n1idst of his long and useful pastorate 
at the Old South Church-the church ,vhich 
~Ir. Adan1s attended, and the only one in 
the village. He went into the courts and 
listened to the eloquence of Hon. Joseph 
Ha,vley and Hon. J an1es Putnan1 ; and was 
entertained at the houses of Hon. Timothy 
Paine, lviajor Chandler and others, ,vho ,vere 
courteous to the earnest young school
n1aster, vvho seen1ed so detennined to make 
the n1ost of his resources. 

The diary furnishes us also ,vith the most 
graphic description vve possess of \Vorces
ter' s earliest Latin Gramn1ar School. 

It ,vas ungraded. The children busy 
,vith the alphabet, and an1bitious boys fitting 
for college, ,vere all under the charge of this 
one teacher, and all in the san1e roon1. 

Those ,vho were still absorbed in their 
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New England Primers seem to have afforded 
Mr. At\.dams the greatest entertainment ; 
although he recalls, delightfully, in after 
years, the Worcester boys who began their 
study of L8tin under his instruction. It is 
every,vhere evident that he ,vas a ,vonderful 
economist of time. 

Under date of July 21, 1756, he thus 
·writes : '' I a1n resolved to 
rise ,vith the sun, and to study the Scrip
tures on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday n1ornings, and to study some Latin 
author the other three 1nornings. 

"Noons and nights 1 intend to read Eng
lish authors '' 

Thus he disposes of the hours he can call 
his o,vn. 

\Vhen Mr. Adan1s charges hin1self ,vith 
,vaste of time, much allo,vance n1ust be 
made for his n1ethod of calculating. 

But life had certain other aspects of inter
est for the young n1an in this inland pro
vincial to,vn, beside the little school, the 
la,v, his books, and friendly teas; for there 
,vas always the French War, of course, 
,vhich lasted, ,vith intervals, from 17 45 to 
1 763; creating frequent den1and for the ser
vices of the militia, and having as its result 
the conquest of Canada by Great Britain, 
fron1 the French. 
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Distinguished British general officers oc
casionally passed through Worcester, bring
ing a suggestion of a larger, and different 
,Yorld. 

The diary n1entions Lord Loudon, and 
young Lord Ho,ve. ....\.fter the conquest of 
Louisburg, General Sir Geoffroy A.mherst 
marched across l\Iassachusetts ,vith some 
4,000 men, and halted for several days _in 
\V orcester. 

The troops \Yere encan1ped on the ,vest 
side, back of the court house. 

There ,vas a great sho,v of tents and Nlr. 
A.dan1s speaks in particular of the excellent 
n1usic \Yith \vhich the arn1y delighted the 
·villagers. The Scotch soldiers \Vore their 
plaids, and seem to have played the bagpipe 
to perfection. 

Snch of the residents as \Yere able to do 
so offered simple entertainment to the offi
cers. invitations to supper chiefly, and Gen
eral A.n1herst ren1ained the guest of Col. 
Chandler1 Sr., at his farm, ,vhich included 
Beln1ont Street and Chandler Hill, and cov
~recl son1e five hundred acres in that neigh
borhood. 

There ,vas the pleasantest possible spirit 
prevailing then betvveen the British regulars 
and the colonial citizens. 

I --,-, 

The Diary. 

See :.\Ir. 
Adams' Diary. 
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It ,Yas before the days of the Stan1p _-\ct; 
and the X e\l.· England n1ilitia ·were shedding 
their blood freely to aid the n1other country - -
to the conquest of Canada. 

So the presence of the ,Yell equipped regi
ments of General _-\n1herst n1ust ha,:e been 
a \\·elcon1e diversion, and rather a 111atter of 
pride as "·ell. They represented the force 
,vith ,-vhich husbands, brothers and sons ,Yent 
out to fight; for vVorcester alone, before 
the trouble ,vas ended, sent 453 111en to aid 
in the ,var against the French, at the cali of 
England. The to,yn ·was n1ade a depot for 
n1ilitary supplies, and Col. John Chandler, 
Jr., ·was in.co1111nancl of a regi1nent. 

\Vhen Fort \"Villia111 Henry \Vas besieged, 
and there \\·as a fresh clen1and for help, 
young John ... --\dan1s volunteered one evening 
to be the bearer of n1ili tary despatches fro1n 
Col. Chandler to the Governor of Rhode 
Island. He ",as then residing, and study
ing law, with Hon. J a1nes Putnan1, v\7hose 
house stood on the sou th~ast corner of l\Iain 
and Park streets, opposite the present city 
hall. 

And l\1r. Adan1s tells ho,v that Colonel 
Chandler appeared at his chamber door the 
follo\ving morning, at the break of day, and 
told hin1 that a horse ,vas standing outside, 
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saddled and bridled for his departure, and 
handed hin1 the important papers he \\-as to 
deliver. \Vi th all haste he \\-as soon gallop
ing a,Yay through the s,,-eet morning air. 

The unaccustomed ride to Providence, 
and thence to X e,vport, and back, ,vas some
,vhat fatiguing to the young la\\· student; 
\\-hose longest ride pre,-iously had been be
t,veen \Vorcester and Braintree, once a year, 
to visit his parents; but it ,vas full of 111·
terest. 

He n1et the Governor, 111ost opportunely, 
on the ,vav between Providence and New-.., 

port; and having delh·erecl his dispatches, 
and learned there ,vas no ans\ver, he felt at 
liberty to proceed to X e,vport and adn1ire 
its beauties, and thence to Bristol, ·where 
he lodged at Col. Greene's, ,vhose ,vife ,vas 
the sister of his friend l\Irs. John Chandler, 
of \V orcester. '' The ,v hole (journey) ,vas 
acco111plished in four days,'' \\Tote Mr . 
. A.dan1s, "one of ,vhich \Yas Sunday. .A .. s I 
\\~as obliged to ride all that clay, I had an 
opportunity of observing the manners of 
Rhode Island, much n1ore gay and social 
than our Sundays in I\Iassachusetts.'' 

This, then, ,vas lvlr. Adams' first outing 
of c~nsequence; entered into ,vith boyish 
zest and interest, and an episode ·worth re
calling in his long and distinguished life. 

9 
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Worcester a 
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The Mayor of 
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the execufrve 
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consists of two 
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legislati\·e 
body. 

Civil Govern
ment in the 
United States, 
by Dr. John 
Fiske. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

\Vhen did \\ ... orcester lose the official nan1e 
of tov;.rn, and become the city of \Vorcester? 

Ans. \\T orcester ,vas incorporated as a 
city, February 29, 1848. 

\Vho is the present 111a yor of V./ orcester ? 
Ho\Y is the n1ayor elected? 
Ans. The n1ayor is elected by the voters 

of the city, for the tern1 of one year. 
May he be re-elected? 
Ans. He n1ay be, and frequently is, re

elected. The longest tenn of service ,•,;as 
that of the Hon. J an1es B. Blake, ,vho filled 
the office of mayor for five successive years, 
until his death in 1870. 

The 111ethods of to,vnship govern111ent are 
so beautifully sin1ple and sound, that the 
change fron1 the direct government of the 
tovvn meeting, to the indirect governn1ent 
by representation, through the board of 
aldermen and the common council, is a 
very great change indeed. 

"It is interesting to observe," says Dr. 
Fiske, '' that the cities ,vhich had 111unicipal 
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gover11111ent before the Revolution, though 
they ha \·e ahvays had their full share of 
able and high minded citizens, do not pos
sess even the tradition of good governn1ent, 
and the difficulty. in those colonial tin1es, 
\.Yas plainly \\~ant of adequate self-govem
n1ent, ,vant of responsibility on the part of 
the public servants to\\·ard their employers 
- the people.' ' 

Dr. Fiske here has especially in mind the 
cities of Ne,v York and Philadelphia, when 
he regrets that they do not possess even 
the tradition of a perfect system of self
governn1ent-N ew York "·hich was n1ade a 
city soon after it vvas taken from the Dutch 
in 1664, and Philadelphia, incorporated a 
city in r 70 r; the first two cities organized 
in the American Colonies. 

But the overgro,vn town has its dangers, 
as ·well as its insurmountable obstacles. 

Boston reluctantly gave up her town meet
ing ,Yith a population of 40,000, because 
her body of Yoters had grown so large that 
they could neither hear, nor be heard, at 
the great town n1eetings. 

It ·was not until after r 26 years of exist
ence as a to-vvn, that vVorcester with, at last, 
a rapidly increas_ing population, became am
bitious to be a city. 

I ,, I 
-.) 
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Up to a period ,vi thin the memory of 1nen 
still living, the gro-vvth of \V orcester had 
been very slow. 

The earliest industry of the to,vn 1vas 
Agriculture. and when \Vorcester ,vas n1ade 
the county seat of the extensive County of 
\Vorcester, the business of the courts ga,-e 
it an impetus of grovvth ,vhich ultin1ately 
carried it far beyond those neighboring 
towns with which it long stood abreast, in 
point of ·wealth and population. 

Hovvever the quality of its citizenship 
in1proved, and its desirableness as a place of 
residence increased, the fact ren1ained that 
it was only a little inland tO'A'n; with a 
,veary stretch of travel lying bet\\·een it and 
the seaboard, or any o~ the great sea,vard 
bound ,vater courses. 

Transportation ,vas too laborious to afford 
much encouragement for the heavy produc
tion of anything-whether of crops or of 
manufactures. 

Then can1e the opening of the Blackstone 
Canal, in 1828, affording a direct passage 
to Providence and tide water· suao-estive 

' r-t:, 

of an abundant gro\\rth of industries, and 
consequent prosperity. 

Hardly were the obstacl~s incident to ca
nals in a rigorous clin1ate fully realized, 
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,vhen the Boston and \\~ orcester Railroad 
\\·as incorporated, and in r 835 passengers Jnne :23, rs3:::. 

and freight transported o,-er the single 
tr-ack. 

The tin1e fron1 \V orcester to Boston for 
passengers, ,vas from 2 _½ to 3 hours-re
garded as a ,-ery triun1ph · of speed. A.nd 
so it ·was, all things considered; and a ,von
derful advance over the travel by stage 
coach; \vhich, \Vith fine ,veather, abundant 
leisure, sound horses, and a good coach, is 
very luxurious travelling indeed, but not 
adapted to the needs of a rapidly gro\ving 
con1n1unity. 

The N or,vich and Worcester Railroad 
soon follo,ved, and then the Western Rail
road_: giving the increased facilities for con
stant and rapid transportation, ,vhich ,vere 
needed to stin1nlate the 111anufacturing in
terests of the tovvn. 

Fro111 this tin1e the gro·wth of \V orcester 
in ,vealth and population, has been most 
satisfactory. 

\Vith a population of 7,500 in r 836, in 
1850 it had increased to 17,049. 

The Hon. Levi Lincoln vvas inaugurated 
first mayor of \'\Torcester · .A.pril 17, 1848; 
\\i-ith a remarkably able board of aldern1en 
and con1n1011 counciln1en. 

Travel by 
stage coach. 

Popnlation of 
\Vorcester, 
State Census, 
1S95, 7S, 767. 

Ex-Go\·ernor 
Led Lincoln. 
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Had those aldern1en possessed the po-ffer 
of electing the n1ayor from their o-wn body, 
as do the aldermen of London, they could 
..... o.... 1-,., ~·e c1-ose·.... ,., m.;ss .c-o- .... i,.., e1· - d1· ~ .... 1· ..... .U. L .. u.a. \ .U J.l ct.H 1 l.i. l.l.1 L.l.J. ..I. ~L a-

guished- co111pany. 
But 1.Yhethe:r \Ye speak of London. and 

the Lord ::\,fayor, or of this so n1uch sn1aller 
city, 111unicipal governn1ent is after all n1nch 
the san1e in both. 

England furnished the model, ,vhich 1.\·e 
haye adapted to our differe:nt circu111stances. 

In the govern111ent of the city of \Yor
cester, the executive po1.ver is yested in the 
111.ayor and nine alden11en, of \Yho111 the 
111ayor is the official head. 

The 111ayor and alder111en, together \Yith 
the conunon council, constitute the legisla
tiYe po\ver. \Vorcester is dh·ided into eight 
\Yards. The n1ore i111portant of the city cle
part111e11ts include the board of assessors, 
collector of taxes, treasurer, auditor, city 
clerk, city solicitor, city 111arshal, school 
board, fire departn1ent, engineers' depart-
111ent, police depart111ent, health departn1ent, 
\Yater con1missioner, \vater registrar, super
intendent of se·wers, commissioner of high
\Vays, park conunissioners, superintendent 
of public buildings, trustees of the city hos
pital, and overseers of the poor, and this by 
no n1eans co1npletes the list. 
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The public business of a city is not easy 
to follon-. It is full of delicate con1plications, 
and elaborate details, and presents more 
clifficultY to the student than the study of - -
the construction and goyernment of the 
to,vnship, the county, the State, and eYen 
of the nation. 

'fhe old city hall, which ,,-as recently 
den101ishecl, a plain, substantial building, 
standing a fe,v feet north of the present 
city ha11, ,\-as erected in 1824, and served 
as ·the to,vn hall until r 848, \Yhen the 
name \Yas properly changed to city hall. 

It had gro,vn rich \Yith associations in 
the process of tin1e, and its ,valls hallo,ved 
by the eloquence of great 111en. The 
nan1es of A.braha111 Lincoln, Daniel Webster, 
Charles Stunner, Henry \Vilson and George 
F. Hoar, n1ake an i1nn1ortal roll. 

·vet it had listened to all of these, and 
1nore. 

Indeed there ,Yas a tin1e ,vhen this simple, 
honest structure \Yas pointed out, ,vith a 
feeling akin to pride, as the birthplace of 
the Free Soil Party. .~nd neYer ,vas pride 
n1ore justifiable, in the national significance 
accorded to an other,Yise hun1ble spot. 

It n1ay be seriously questioned. ,vhether 
posterity, of a finer culture than our o,vn, 

Completed in 
rs~_::;. 
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\Yill condone the irreparable loss sustained 
in the destruction of buildings such as this. 

The story of \V orcester as a city, is the 
story of to-clay, and has but little place 
upon these pages. ~Iaterial prosperity is 
every,Yhere apparent~ and abundant educa
tional advantages are freely offered. Clark 
G niversi ty, the ,v orcester Polytechnic In
stitute, the State Xormal School, the Col
lege of the Holy Cross, Highland ~Iilitary 
..c-\cade111 y, \Vorcester ... -\cade111 y, se,·eral ex -
cellent private schools for girls and boys, 
and a splendid array of buildings actively 
devoted to public school purposes, are \\·orth
ily n1inistered to by the \Vorcester Public 
Library ; the priceless library of the --\111eri
ca11 .A .. ntiquarian Society, and the library of 
the Society of ... --\ntiqnity; as \Yell as by that 
later educational influence,-the \'f../orcester 
... \rt ?\I useun1. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

The 111ilitary history of \Yorcester dates The Civil 
fron1 the first hut of the first settler. War, and 

That rough cabin of logs \Vas just as truly 
his castle, to be defended against fierce as
sault, as though it had been rich ,vith to\vers 
and turrets, and built of stone that could 
\veather the storms of centuries. 

The Indian \vas a 111erciless foe, \Vhen at 
last he understood that his hold upon the 
land of his fat_hers \vas broken, by a po\ver 
,vhich he 111ust be forever too ,veak to over
co111e. 

:i\Ioreover, he ,vas ,vatchful and alert, and 
quick to seize upon any slight advantage, 
as indeed he had great need to be, since his 
ton1aha\vk and arro,vs \Vere n1uch less ef
fective than the firearn1s of the settlers. 

\tear after year the .. white men ,vho planted 
\Vorcester, lived in fear of the Indians; and 
fron1 the date of the first atten1pted settle
n1ent here, do,vn to the Treaty of r 763. 
they could never feel quite secure against 
s0111e con1bination of French po,ver and In-

other wars. 
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dian cunning, \Yhich \\'"Ot1ld destroy them 
utterly. 

But these earlv settlers \Yere stout hearted ., 

Englishn1en and their sons ; full of English 
courage, constancy and hope. They \Yere 
here to obtain the liberty ,vhich had been 
denied the1n in their O\vn land ; and were 
arrayed against Great Britain's might, even 
\vhile under her protection. 

With the ever encroaching demands of 
England upon the one hand, and the hard
ships of the \vilderness, and Indian \Varfare 
upon the other, there \Vas s1nall opportunity 
for the cultivation and gro"\ivth of the gentler 
,Tirtues. 

They needed above all things to be brave,· 
and strong, and steadfast. To be brave in 
the face of all danger; to be strong in their 
resistance to all tyranny, and to be steadfast 
in their belief in the justice of their cause. 

These are pre-eminently the virtues of a 
soldier. 

~And these they had to such an astonish
ing degree, that the soundest and wisest of 
English statesn1en \\'"ere able to fore see, long 
before it became plain to the world, the 
birth of a great nation in America. 

The n1ilitary history of lviassachusetts 
forms an in1portant feature of .. A .. merican his-
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tory, and so does the military history of 
\Vorcester, in its degree. 

As well think of the colonial fathers 
upon this spot \Vithout the axe and plow, 
as to think of them without their guns; or 
to picture the \Vorcester of to-day \vithout 
her schools, her press, and her churches, as 
to leave unnoted the n1artial spirit of her 
people, ·which still awakens fresh and strong1 

upon any just cause for alann. 
In the ·wars of the r8th century, ·whether 

in local Indian troubles, or in the wars 
in Canada, which may be reckoned fron1 
Louisburg in r 7 45, to the final Treaty of 
Peace between Great Britain and France in 
1763; or the supreme struggle for An1eri
can Independence, through eight \Veary 
years, Worcester did her best and uttermost. 

Fro111 her little town of r ,400 inhabitants 
she sent out some 500 citizen soldiers to the 
aid of Great Britain in Canada, and 4co 
into the War for Independence. 

In the war of 1812, betvveen the United 
States and Great Britain, and in that of 
1845, between the United States and Mexico, 
she bore ·with cheerful willingness her fuli 
share of the public burden. 

Then came the great war for the Union; 
\Yhen the people of this land, both North and 

Minute-men 
enrc..lkd 1774. 
Capt. Timothy 
Bigelow. 

Train Band. 
Capt. Benj. 
Fl::igg, r774. 

1776 to T7S3. 

A Train 0f 
Artillery, 
Capt. Edward 
Crafts, 1774. 

Worcester 
Artillery. 171\;. 

"\'\·orcester 
Light In

fantry, 1804. 
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Rifle Corps, 
1823. 
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Guards, 1840. 

F.mmet 
Guards, 1852. 

Jackson 
Guards. rS_=;S. 

St~te Guard, 
1861-74. 

Fort Sumter 
fired upon, 
April I2, 1861. 
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South, demanded that the deep questions 
·which had agitated them for years, should 
be settled once and for all. 

Is this Union of States perpetual? 
Is Freedon1 indeed the right of every 

man? 
\\7orcester had but one answer to these 

two questions. 
Yes ,· forever yes. 
Then she opened wide her gates, and from 

a population of 25,000, sent out 3,000 of 
her best and bravest men to carry her solemn 
assertion down to the field of battle, and 
there maintain it. 

Legislation had proven inadequate, and 
war was the last appeal. 

Only those who passed through it can 
kno\v the realities of our Civil War. 

Men have tried to \Vrite its history, but 
it is not v\"'ritten; and its great poet has not 
yet perhaps, been born. 

The theme can never grow old, and the 
·world can afford to wait for the history and 
the immortal poem. 

When the war ,vas ended, and the Union 
saved, and every slave made free, Worcester 
did ,vhat she could to commemorate the 

Worcester, valor of her patriot dead, by placing that 
dedicated July 

tall monument at the verv heart of the to\vn . .., 
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3:fen, \\'"Omen, and children pass daily 
beneath its holy shado\v, bent upon the 
simplest errands and concerns of common 
life ; and sometimes they take in the lessons 
it is al\\·ays teaching. 

'' Greater love hath no man than this,'~ 
it says to him who will hearken. 

The proudest and completest page of\Vor
cester' s history, is that ,vhich relates to the 
military record of her eminently peace-lov
ing people. 

One generation tells it to another; and 
the ,yeteran of the war for the Union, 110-1;v 

in his ripened middle age, ·was filled with 
courage finer than that of his glorious youth, 
when he blest his son and ,vatched him de
part for the war with Spain. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Worcester has ne,-er kno"\vn the tender 
charm of the countrv church vard . ., ~ 

The acre of ground upon the Con1mon, 
set apart for burial purposes, "·as in the 
neigborhood of the church, it is true, but 
it was simply one feature of the Common, 
shared alike by the schoolhouse, the train
ing field, the '' gun house,'' the cattle 
pound, and the little house for the storage 
of the '' county gallo,vs.'' 

It is a fact of much historical significance, 
that no spot in Worcester dedicated to the 
repose of the dead, seen1s to have been in 
reality consecrated ground, until ·we reach 
!he beautiful burial places of the nineteen th 
century. 

The most ancient gra Ye on record, that 
of little Rachel Kellogg, "·ho ,vas laid near 
the north corner of Thomas and Sun1mer 
streets, during the temporary use of a bit 
of ground there as a place of interment, 
cannot be accounted very old. 

The early· cemeteries of Concord. Ply-
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111outh, Portsn1outh, Sale111 and Boston, ·with 
their quaint, gray to1nbs, and inscriptions 
of inestimable historic vah:.e, are much older. 

~-\. reverential and filial care for ancestral 
graves, precedes the veneration and tender 
preser\·ation of those places \vhich our an
cestors ha\-e kno\vn and loved-old ho111es, 
old lands, old churches, and other old build
ings of peculiar interest. 

1-1.. .) 

\\-orcester has no ancient ton1bs; unless The burial 
place of many 

the buried ce111etery upon the Con11non, 
,vhere, a foot beneath the surface, each head
stone lies prone upon the grave it n1arks, 
111ay be reckoned such. 

... -\..nd \Yhile her books and her records have 
been guarded sacrecll y and ,vell, all archi
tectural connection bet,Yeen her past and 
present has ·well nigh disappeared. 

Here and there priyate senti111ent, or filial 
regard, has spared that \Yhich they value; 
but to the casual stranger, this flourishing 
city is ahnost as devoid of historical per
spective, as a ne\,. and thriving city of the 
\Vest-so little does it contain to indicate 
the successive stages of develop111ent, or to 
inspire reverend·thought, or devout pilgrin1-
age in those descendants of earlier citizens 
·who reside else·where. 

The finest, and 111ost carefully preserved 
10 
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specimen of colonial architecture in \Vorces
ter, is the Salisbury mansion. An ample 
house of serene aspect and most beautiful 
proportions, which stands upon the north 
side of Lincoln Square, where it ,vas erected 
by Stephen Salisbury, Esq., in r 7 70, soon 
after he left his hon1e in Boston to become a 
citizen of the little inland to,vn of ·\\T orces
ter. Some reference to this building has 
been already made. 

Hardly less interesting, though smaller 
and less fortunate, is the Hancock-Lincoln 
n1ansion, \Yhich stood originally upon the 
·west side of Lincoln Street. upon the site no,Y 
occupied by the residence of the late Philip 
L. Ivioen, Esq .. fron1 ,vhence it was ren1oved 
in r846, to its present location upon the 
south corner of Grove and Lexington 
Streets. 

This property \Yas once the ho111estead of 
Tho111as Hancock, Esq., ,Yho 1narried Lydia 
Henchn1an, granddaughter of Capt. Daniel 
Hench111an, one of that comn1ittee appointed 
by the General Court in 1668, "for ~ettling 
the Ne,v Plantation of Quinsigamond." 

Thomas Hancock was uncle to Governor 
John Hancock, who became heir to his house 
and lands in \Vorcester in 1764. And a 
lo,¥ely old homestead it must ha,¥e been in 
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those days, "·ith its splendid trees and broad 
acres-but not greatly frequented by -Gov
ernor Hancock. w·ho valued it sufficie:a~ly, 
ho\\:-ever, to retain possession of it for many 
years. It ,vas purchased by Governor Levi 
Lincoln~ Sr., in.178r, and continued to be 
his residence until his death in r 820. 

A simple and substantial relic of colonial 
days, it presents many features of curious 
interest. The carvjng upon the handsome 
mantel and arched door,vays, in the room 
at the right of the front entrance, is notably 
beautiful in design and finish. 

The old Nathan Bald,vin homestead, on 
the north corner of Main and George streets, 
now o,vned and occupied by Doctor Barnard, 
·was the residence of Mr. Baldwin as early 
as r 760. 

One likes to fancy hin1 as he went in and 
out, during the madly exciting days which 
heralded the Revolution; and it is cause 
for gratitude that his threshold has been 
preserved. 

lvir. Baldwin ·was perhaps the n1ost fluent 
·writer of his party in the to,vn, and many 
political papers framed by him, are to be 
found among the local annals of the Revolu
tion. 

He succeeded the Hon. Timothy Paine 
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as Register of Deeds in 1775, and died in 
r78+. 

There is but little in the out\vard appear
ance of the Exchange Hotel upon IVIain 
Street to arrest attention, beyond the sug
gestion that it belongs to a so1ne,vhat early 
period in the to,vn's history. 

Not so upon a certain October n1orning, 
one hundred and ten years ago, \vhen the 
tall and stately figure of Gen. Washington 
n1ight have been seen passing through the 
doorway of the United States Arn1s, as the 
hotel ,vas then called. 

True, he tarried only for an hour, ,vhile 
he breakfasted. But ··what an hour for any 
house to cherish! 

Gen. Lafayette, accon1panied by his son, 
George \Vashington Lafayette, breakfasted 
here also, many years later, when he ,vas 
hastening to Boston, to assist in laying the 
corner stone of the Bunker Hill lvionu1nent. 

The forn1er residence of the Rev. ..A .. aron 
Bancroft, upon Salisbury Street, ,vhere his 
distinguished son, the Hon. George Ban
croft ,vas born, is a building of much local 
interest . 

.... .\. tablet in the city hall comn1emorates 
that earlier site of the Old South Church, 
and fosters the hope that other historic sites 
may thus be kept in grateful 1nemory. 



CHAPTER XX. 

There are so n1any persons of greater or 
less distinction in the vYorld of books, \Yhose 
lives have mingled for a tin1e ·with the cur
rent of life in Worcester, that a volume of 
many pages ·would be needed to give even a· 
brief account of then1. 

This little chapter can only glance here 
and there ; take in a few ·well knovvn nan1es, 
and express a general recognition of Wor
cester's singular good fortune in the influ
ences vvhich have aided in her finer growth . 

. A .. rnerican colonial literature was devoted 
chiefly to religion and statesmanship . 

.. .\side fron1 an occasional historical dis
course, --we do not go up to Antiquarian Hall 
to ask for sermons of the colonial period, 
since those of to-day meet far better our 
tastE::s and needs. But v:e do still seek with 
delight for the vvorks vvhich relate to the 
beginning of our national history. 

\\,'" e have not outgro--wn the forceful and 
splendid English style of our early statesmen, 
nor their inspired visions of this Republic 
as they sought to build it. 

The Literary 
Life of Wor
cester. 
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The first \,Titer of national reno·\\"11, asso
ciated v\·ith \X/orcester's history, \\·as the 
Hon. John A-\.dams, second president of t1:e 
l~ nitecl States. 

Dr. Thaddeus 1'.1accarty' s published ser
n1011s have a \-alue of their O-Y\·n ; as bave 
those of his successor, the Rev. Samuel 
.Austin. \vho also edited the con1plete theo
logical \\·orks of the great and good Dr. 
Ed\Yarcls, under v;hose tuition. he \Yas fitttd 
for the 1111 nistry. 

~-\.s early as r 79 r, a large folio edition of 
the Bible ,vas published in \"\~orcester by 
Dr. Isaiah Thon1as. ..:-\ncl the History of 
Printing, published in rSro,,~:as Dr.Thon1as' 
greatest personal contribution to literature. 

Dr. /1.aron Bancroft's Life of \:\.,.ashi11gton. 
recei 1:ecl ,,·ith enthusias111 in r So7, T\·as re
printed in J~nglancl in the year follo·\\·ing its 
appearance in ~-\.n1erica. 

The Hon. George Bancroft, son of the 
Re,·. Dr. A1\aron Bancroft, began life in an 
atn1osphere singularly favorable to the \\·ork 
he \Yas to acco111plish later. He 111ust have 
listened \Yith a child's deep delight to his 
father's stories of his O\vn student days, and 
of the Re-:olution. \Yhen he dropped his 
books, seized a gun, and ,Yent out \Yith the 
l\:Iinute-:rvien to Lexington. 
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And the Life of \Vashington, fron1 his 
father's pen, may \\'ell have been ohe among 
the first books that he tried to read for him
self; for much was expected from a boy of 
seven years in those days, in a household as 
active, intellectual and earnest as his. 

Little of 11r. Bancroft's subsequent life 
,vas spent in his native to,vn, but they 
brought him back ,vhen his long and hon
orable career was ended, and gently placed 
him an1ong his kindred in the beautiful 
Rural Cemetery. 

The first volu1ne of Mr. Bancroft's History 
of the U!]-ited States, a ·work of recognized 
authority throughout the world, was pub
lished in 1834. 

Elihu Burritt, whose thirst for kno,vledge 
overrode all obstacles, ,vas attracted to Wor
cester by reason of her ex cell en t library. 

There are a score of authors as \Ye near 
the n1iddle of the century. Among these 
Col. T. \V. Higginson is ever remen1bered. 

Dr. Ed ,vard Everett Hale has enriched 
this community inexpressibly \\'ith ten years 
of his distinguished life, and it is a n1atter 
of interest to every boy and girl to kno,v 
that '' The Nian \Vithout a Countrv '' ,vas .., 

\vritten in Worcester one summer, ,vhile 
Dr. Hale ·was living in Oak Street. 

Of the Ameri
can Antiqua
rian Society. 

Pastor of the 
Church of the 
Unity, 1S46 to 
1S56. 
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·But our school book is history. .A .. nd ·we 
may not even speak of the fruit of ripened 
scholarship for ,vhich Clark University is 
noted across the sea, as \vell as throughout 
our ovvn land ; nor make mention of the 
valuable works which proceed from other 
institutions. 

Yet we n1ay be deeply thankful that the 
soul of the city is rich and strong in all that 
makes for an honorable present. 
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HIS1'0RICAL Drscol.~RSE. On the Fiftieth .-\.nni
Yersary of the First Baptist Church in 
\Vorcester. By Isaac Davis. 

HISTORIC.-\L SKETCH of the College _of the Holy 
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GLEANIXGS FRO:_\l THE SOURCES OF HISTOR\.- OF 
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MINERAI.,OGY, BOTANY . .\.XD GEOLOGY OF l\:IASS

ACHUSETTS. By Prof. E. Hitchcock. 
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lvl..\SSACHC'SETTS YEAR BooK, THE. Compiled 

by Hon. A. S. Roe. 

1IANl7AL FOR THE GE:XERAL COURT. (Current 

Year.) 

SLAVE POWER IN AMERICA, THE RISE AND 

FALL OF. By Henry Wilson. 3 Vols. 

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LA ,v AND ITS VICTDIS. 
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~-\DDRESSES BEFORE THE BAR OF \VORCES1'ER 

COUNTY. By Joseph \Villard, 1829; Emory 
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RECORDS OF THE COt;RT OF GENERAL SESSIOXS 
OF THE PEACE, Ii3I TO Ii37• Edited by 
Franklin P. Rice. Pub. bv \Vorcester Societv 

~ -
of Antiquity. 

A SER::.\ION DELIYERED IX \VORCEST:F<:R, JAN. 31J 
1836. By Aaron Bancroft, D. D., at the ter
mination of fifty years of his ministry. 

INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE OLD B-CRIAL GROUNDS 
IX \:VoRCESTER, 1727 to r839. Pub. by the 
\Vorcester Society of Antiquity. 

EPITAPHS FRO::.\I THE CE:::\IETERY OX WORCESTER 

Co?.r::.vrox. By William S. Barton. 
HrsTORIC.-\I, RE:VIARKS Co~CERNING THE ME

CHANIC STREET Bl7RIAL GROl7ND IN THE 

CITY OF vVORCESTER. By the Rev. George 
Allen. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

CHRONOLOGY. 

1657, May 6. The first grant of land vdthin the 
present limits of Worcester. 

1667, May r5. A Committee appointed by the 
General Court to take an exact view of'' a 
place about 10 niiles ,vestward of :Marl
borrow, called Ouandsica1nond ponds, 
and to niake report whether it be capa
ble to make a village," etc. This was 
the site of \Vore ester. 

1668. Land granted to l\1aj. Gen'l Daniel Gookin 
and others, and a c01nmittee appointed 
to lay out a town. 

1673-4. First attempt at settle1nent of Ouinsiga
mond. 

1674. First Indian deed of the Plantation of 
Quinsigau1011d ( or \Vorcester) signed. 

1675. Settlen1ent abandoned, through fear of the 
Indians. 

1684. Second atte111pt at settlen1ent. The name 
\Vorcester fixed by the General Court, 
October 15. 

1702. Settle1nent again abandoned through fear 
of the Indians. 

1703 or 4. Digory Sergent killed by the Indians, 
and his family carried into captivity. 

r713. Permanent settlement of \Vorcester. 
171.-1-, Nov. 7. Birth of Adonijah Rice. First white 

male child born in the to,vn. 
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First meeting house erected. 
First minister settled. The Rev .. -\.ndrew 

Gardner. 
1722, June 14. \Vorcester incorporated a to·wn. 
r 722, Sept. 28. First to-wn meeting held. 
1726. First schoolmaster hired-Mr. Jonas Rice. 
r73r. \Vorcester County established. First Pro-

bate Court in \Vorcester, July r2. 
1735, .-\.ug. 2r. Gov. Belcher and his Council 

passed through \Vorcester, going fron1 
Boston to Albany. 

1740. First schoolhouse built. Visit of the Rev. 
George \Vhitefield. 

1763. Old South Meeting House erected. 
1770. l\Iassach usetts Spy founded. 
1774, March 7. Resolution not to use Tea. 

JVorcester Tozmt Records. 
1774, Sept. 6. The Courts adjourned by a force 

of 6,000 patriots. 
1775, .-\. pril 19. 1 ro men 1narched fron1 \Vorcester 

at the Lexington alann. 
1775, July r. Gen. \Vashington passed through 

\Vorcester on his way to Cambridge. 
1775, KoY. 16. Post Office established in \Vor

cester. Isaiah Thomas, Postmaster. 
1776, July 14. Public reading of the Declaration 

of In<lependence. 
1776, July 17. The Declaration of Independence 

first appeared in print in New England, 
in the l\,lassachusetts Spy. 

1783, Oct. 22. First stage from Hartford to Bos
ton passed through \Yorcester. 

1785. Second Congregational Society(rnitarian) 
fonued." 
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1788. Last meeting of the Proprietors. 
The Stone Jail at Lincoln Square com

pleted. 
1793. .Morning Star Lodge of Free and Accepted 

::.VIasons Consecrated. 
1798. l\Iechanic Street burial ground laid out. 
1800. Oct. 3. Birth of Hon. George Bancroft. 
18or. Brick Court House built. 

rSo-1-. 
I 8 I I. 

1819. 
1820. 

1820. 

National _£g_is founded. 
"\Vorcester Bank chartered. 
"\\~orcester Light Infantry organized. 
First Cattle Show. 
De<lication of _-\ntiquarian Hall. Su1nmer 

Street. 
Death of Hon. Le 1;i Lincoln, Sr. 

1824. Burials on the Co111mon prohibited. 
18:L.j., _-\ug. 2. Corner Stone of Tovvn Hall laid. 

1828. 
1828. 

1834. 

l 835. 
I 835. 
18-;6. 
1838. 

1843. 

1846. 

1848. 
l 848, 

1852. 
I 85..j., 

Sept. 3. Lafayette \·isi ts "\Vorcester. 
First Directory of \Vorcester published. 
Blackstone Canal opened. 
"\Vorcester _-\.caden1y opened. 
Boston arnl \Vorcester Railroad opened. 
Fire Department established. 
State Lunatic Hospital opened. 
Rural Cemetery dedicated. 
College of the Holy Cross. Corner Stone 

laid June 21. 

Church of the rnity dedicated. 
"\Vorcester incorporated a city. 

June 2 r. Free Soil ::.ueeting 111 the city 
ha11. 

Hope Cen1etery dedicated. 
June 2. Business suspended in "\Vorcester 

on account of the rendition of Anthony 
Burns. 

\Vorcester Theatre built. 
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r856. Highland i\Iilitary Academy founded. 
1861, April 16. First \Var lvleetings of the Civil 

\Var. 
April 17. Departure of the \Vorcester 

Light Infantry for the War. 
April 18. Departure of the Sixth Regiment. 
April 20. Departure of the Third Battalion 

of Rifles, made up of the City Guards, 
E1nn1et Guards, and Holden Rifles. 

Aug. 8. Departure of the Fifteenth Regi
ment. 

Aug. 23. Departure of the Twenty-first 
Regiment. 

Oct. 3r. Departure of the Tvven ty-fifth 
Regiment. 

r862, Aug. 15. Departure of the Thirty-fourth 
Regiment. 

Sept. ,., Departure of the Thirty-sixth j• 

Regiment. 
Nov. 24. Departure of the Fifty-first Regi

ment. 
1864, April 18. Departure of the Fifty-se'\·enth 

Regiment. 
1861. Opening of the Free Public Library Build-

ing, Eln1 Street. 
1863. First Street Railroad in \Vorcester. 
1868. Men10rial Day first observed. 
1868. \Vorcester Polytechnic Institute opened. 
187r. First City Hospital Opened. 

High School Building on \Valnut Street 
dedicated. 

1874, July 15. Soldiers' l\Tonument dedicated. 
1874. State Normal School dedicated. 
1876. Centennial Celebration of the Fourth of 

July. 
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1883. Streets first lighted by electric light. 
1884-6. The Sunday and Daily Telegram founded. 
1884. Celebration of the Two Hund!"edth A!!:!i-

Yersary of the naming of \Vorcester. 
1887. Clark University incorporated and corner 

stone laid. 






