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A RECORD 
OF 

WITH THE DATES OF TIIEIK oC<TRRJ•:~n•:, 

IN MARLBOROUGH AND NEIGHBORING TOWNS . 

. JANUARY. 

Jan. I, 1840.-A zero <lay; 15 to 20 clcgrees below zero. 111ere were se,·era! zero d:ip; 
this month. 

J:1n. I, 2 and 3, I 853.-Thc shruhs an<l trc(."s were in crusted with ice, :uul frosted O\'er · 

and looked :is if made· of crystal. 

Jan. 1, 1862.-Vcry pleasant during the day; <lurin~ the night an extraordinary high 
wind blew down chimneys and p:uts of roofs of sumc buildings. 

Jan. 1, 1867.-Dedication of solllicrs' monument at Southborough. Samuel Appleton, 
Esq., of that town ga\'e the :1<lclrcss. The morrnmcnt is twenty feet hi~h ancl has se::,·entcen 
sollliers' names engraved thereon. 

Jan. I, 1869.-:\ north-ca.st snow storm, which continued all <by nn<l c,·ening; depth of 
snow, se\'en to nine inches; some drifted. Fir:-.t grc:1t snow storm this winter. It snowed 
at \Vashington, D. C., the day lie fore, I kc. 31, 186S. 

Jan. I, 187 L-Valual,ic :\°cw Years' gift. ( 'ol. Elij;i.h llale of Rockht>ttom, formerly of 
~larlborough, presented to the Stow parish a parsonage, together with fm~r :i.crcs of land. 

Jan. 1, 1877.-l'ublic cclcl>ration of the crystal '.\cdding of Capt. Edmun<l C. \Vhitney 
and wife at Berry's I l:lll. They recci,·ecl m:rny prcscnts. l{cm:uks' and spcL·chcs hy eight 
to ten citizens during the evening. 

. Jan. 2, I 7 33-4, 0. S., J:rn. I 3, 1734, ~- S.-Ehcnc1:cr 1-~icc, son· of Simon l{ice, was horn. 
He gr:uluated at I lan·anl Cnlh:gc in J 760. I le \\·as a php,ic:rn r.ml justice oi the peace in 
Marlborough during the Rcn,lution. Xear the dose of the war he mm·ccl to Barre. l Jc 
was half brother to Col. Ecl\\'ard Barnes of ~l:\rlliorough. 

Jan. 2, 1813.-Capt. (;co. \Villiams of '.\l:u)horough died, agccl 76 years. He kept the 
celebrated \Villiams t:wcrn, near \Villiams pond. i I c was one of the :-elect men for a few 
years. lIC'ga\·e a sih'cr tankarcl to the \Yest chun:h of this town. 

· Jan. 3, I 812.-:\lmost a ccntcn:1.rian. I >iccl in :\larlhornugh, ( ;ershom Higclow, :tgecl 

97 yen.rs, 2 months. Sc,·eral of his grcat-grcat·gr:1.n1l children were lh·in~ at thnt time. 

For a few years he was unc of the sclcrtmen of the town. II is twin sister married l>c:1co11 

.Matthias Rice, and afterwards Ahrah:1m Rice. She li\"ccl i9 years. They were horn after 

their father~ John Bigelow, returned from Indian capti,·ity in Cana<la. John Bigelow li\"cd 

94 years, 4 months. 
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' Jan. 4, 1875.-Died in Marlborough, of typhoid fe\'er, Thom:is Corey, aged 53 yea.rs; 

one of the wealthy men of the town. He commenced in the shoe business in 1838, with 
. , 

the Boyds, and was of the firm of Boyd & Corey for more than thirty ye:i.rs. The p:i.11 
bearers were shoe manufacturers. 

Jan. 5, 1856, Saturday.-An old.fashioned norlh•cast snow storrn. The :iftc::rnoon trains 
upon various railroads wc:re hours behind time. The next week was a cold week, it being 
several degrees ·below zerp on several mornings. The next Saturday there was another 
SC\'ere snow storm. The cars to Marlborough were delayed sevcr:il <lays. 

Jan. 5, 186g.-A golden wedding in Northborough. Stephen Howe and wifo celebrated 
the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage. Rev. Dr. Allen w:is present an<l conducted services 
appropriate for the occa.c:;ion. Mr. Howe was a native of :Marlborough, antl died Sept. 7, 
1877, aged 88 years. 

Jan. 7, 1829.-The Concord Lyceum was organizl!d. \Vithin a year of this date !\far}. 
borough, Northborough and Worcester Lyceums were all organized. The Concord Lyceum 
is still in existence, and had their semi•centennial celebration Jan. 7, I 879. 

Jan. 7, 1867.-Good lectures. Rev. J. 0. Peck c,f ·\Vorccster lectured in ~larlborough; 
subject," Golden Opportunities and Golden Men." lie lccture<l at Xorthhorough three clays 
pefore, on "Young Bloods." 

Jan. 8, 1731.-The To}''n of Marlborough ,·otecl and granted £50 ." to defray the co:,;t of 
burying our revered pasto~, Mr. llreck." He died t\\:o days before this date. The funeral 

wa.'i the 12th clay, 0. S., Jan. 23, 1731, N. S. 
Jan. 8, 1866.-Callecl the "Cold Monday" of that year. Twenly•eight degrees be­

low zero. 
Jan. iO, 1775.-Rev. John Gardner of Stow died, aged 8o years. Ile was the father of 

Henry Gardner, Esq., of Stow, the first State Treasurer. They were ancestors of Dr. I lt:nry 
Gardner and Ex-Go\'ernor Henry J. Gardner of this State. Towns instructed collectors of 
taxes not to pay the same to the Royal Treasurer, I larrison Gray, but to I Icnry Gardner 
of Stow. 

Jan. 10, 1S72.-A centen:1ri:1n died at Hudson alms•l10u~,e. \Vidow )lary (Brown) 
Gales, aged 100 years, 9 months. She was horn in Stow, and was a daughter of Joshua 
Brown; had been the wife of two brothers, Charles and Jotham (.;ates. 

Jan. 10, 1872.-Rev. ,v. H. H. Murray lectured in Fairmount I fall, ~farlhnrough: suh• 
ject, "About the Deacons." 

Jan. II, 1752, X. S.-Col<l weather. One 'Jf the col<lcst days for many years. Just 100 

years afterwards, in January, 1852, for several days the thermometer was se,·eral dcgrc_cs 
beiow zero. · 

Jan. I I, 1859.-Called the "Cold Tuesday" of that year. Intensely col<l-1n:rny degiccs 
below zero. 

Jan 12, 1833.-Samuel Gibbon, ES<J., of Marlborough, died, aged 74 years. Ile was a 
trader many years, and was one year elected a represenlati\'e to the (;cneral Court. I le 
served several years as one of the selectmen. 

Jan. 12, 1867.-Capt. Jedediah \Vood diccl in the new town of Ilu,lson, agc<l 90 year:--. 
He was horn in Marlborough, and was for many years one of the selectmen of the town. 
He was father of the late Col. \Villiam Henry \Vood cf Feltotl\'ille. 

Jan. 13, 1813.-A centenarian died in ~farlhorough. ~lrs. Elizabeth Cole, aged IOI 

years. It is said she walked to church after her one hundredth birthday. Iler grantlson, 
Thomas Cole, horn in Marlborough, graduated at IIar\'ard College in 1798. Ile w:ts many 
years a school teacher; married a daughter of \Villiam Cogswell of this town. )tr. Cole 
settled at Salem, where he died in 1852, aged 72 years. 

Jan. 13, 1855.-A mad clog in Marlborough. One child was bitten, and se,·eral dogs. 
·n1e dog was killed after returnin~ from Stow. 
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Jan. 13, 1874.-In the moming a great fire at Natick. About 40 buildings destroyed­

one church, three large blocks, h,·o banks, post office, two shoe factories, and two great 
halls. Loss, half a million of dollars. · · 

Jan. 14, 1789.-0rclination. Re\'. John Robinson was ordained at \Vestho.rough. He 
preached in that town eighteen years. 

Jan. 14, 1868.-The stockholders of the Marlborough First ~ational Bank, and trustees 
of Marlborough Savings Bank, tendered a vote of thanks to Mark Fay for his liberality in 
p_roviding a building for the use of both institutions. 

Jan. 14, 1874.-l-ire in Marlborough. A large French roof .boarding house near the 
South Depot destroyed by fire. It was owned by Boyd & Corey. Valued at $2500; insur-
ance, $1500. . . 

Jan. I 5, 1873.-Small pox in Marlborough; eight cases. E. Frank Greenwood died 
this day, aged 23 years; Feb. l:, Amos C. Morrill; Feb. 2, Charles W. Colling and Alexan­
der Cotting : all of the small pox. 
. . . 

Jan. 17, I 78o.-Died at Bolton, Rev. Thomas Goss, in his 63d year. Ile was the first 
settled minister in that town, and preached there thirty or more years. The winter of I 78o 
wa1; remarkable for its severity and the depth of snow, which covered the fences. 

Jan. 17, 1866.-Frederick Douglass lectured in Marlborough; subject, "Assassination of 
Lincoln and its Lessons." 

Jan. 19, 1875.-Another cold Tuesday. From 10 to 12 degrees below zero. 
Jan. 22, 1877.-Thomas Jackson's benefit entertainment came off in Marlborough Town 

Hall. The net receipts were S1037. He lost his factory by fire about two weeks before 
this date. 

Jan. 25, 1837.-A remarkable Aurora Borealis or Northern Lights. 
Jan. 25, 1848.-Died in Boston, Dr. Benjamin \Varren Hildreth, aged 63 years, 10 

months; buried in Marlborough. He graduated from college in 18o5. Ile was born in 
Concord, where he married :Mary Brown; had a family of 10 or 12 children. His wife 
died in Marlborough i~ 1844-. He practiced me<lici!1e in this town from 30 to 35 years. 

Jan. 26, 1853.-A church bell in Feltonville. Brought up on the railroad for the Baptist 
meeting house, and this day raised to its place. \Veight, 851 pounds; cost, $300. 

Jan. 27, 1842.-Died in Marlborough, Col. Ephraim Howe, aged 53 years, 6 months. 
He was a wealthy and prominent bQot and shoe manufacturer in his day, when young men 
served seven years to learn the trade. He was one of the leading men in town, and was a 
selectman I 2 years. He was a descendant of Capt. Elt!azer l I owe, who lived near "Howe's 
pond," where Col. Howe was born. 

Jan. 28, 1824.-Died at Shrewsbury, Levi Pease, aged 84 year~. He was a blacks11lith 
in early life, and afterward a stage driver, and was known as· the·" Father of the stages." 
He drove through Marlborough for many years. 

Jan. 28, 1875.-Fire in Marlborough. The school house on Bolton street, east of Wash­
ington Street School, was burned about 2 o'clock A. M. It was built in the Autumn of 
1853. Valued at $3000; insurance $2000. 

Jan. 30, 1868.-Fatal accident at North Depot, Marlborough. Joseph A. llutterfield, a 
young man in. the employ of the Fitchburg railroad company, was badly injured, so that he 
died within an hour. 

Jan. 31, 1866.-Capt. Nicholson B. Proctor died in Boston, aged 76 years. T'he funeral 
was in Marlborough, where he spent haif his clays and where he was a justice of the peace. 
He was a native of Marblehead, an<l a sea captain, as was also his father, Capt. Joseph 
Proctor, who died in ~fa.rlborough in 1818, nged 72 years. 
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FEBRUARY. 
Feb. 3, I 775.-Asa lloughton, an almanac maker fur l\\'cnty years, was horn al llultun. 

He was son of Simon Houghton. and the thircl of :en children. I [is grandfather, Jacoh 
Houghton, clied Jan. 26, 178o, known as the "1 In.rel \\'inter," aged 85 years. \Ve h:we 
Asa Houghton's first almanac for 18cx>, the last year of the l:tst century. ~lr. I I. <lied at 
Putney, Vt., in _September, 1829. 

Feb. 3, 1835.-Acciclent in Stow. John Taylor was precipitated from a d1~isc, frn.ctured 
his skull, and died the same a.fternoon. 

Feb. 3, 1857.-Henry \Vard Beecher lectured in Uoycl & Corey's ne\\ hall (now part of 
Corey's Block), to a large audience. 

Feb. 3, 1869.-A snow storm and a lecture. Sc\'eral inche;-; of :--now fell. Re\'. J:imes 
H. Chapin gave a lecture for the G. A. R. course of lectures. Suhjcct, "On Pacific 
America." 

Feb. 4, 1815.-Stow cotton factory incorporated. Feb. 18, Ruckhottom cotton an<l wool 
factory incorporated. Real estate not to exceed S20~000; personal estate, $30,000. l'or­

porators, Jo.el Cranston and Silas Jewell. 
Feb. 4, 1824--The Saxon factory, at Saxonville, in Framingham, incm·porated. 
Feb. 4, 1856.--Fire in Marlborough. Between 3 and 4 o'clock P. :\I. a house was 

1

bumed on the north-east side of Mount Pleasant, nea:· the Catholic n'iceting-house. Owned 
by Col. \Vm. H. Wood of Feltonville. 

Feb. 5, 1863.-A coll day; mercury below zero. 
Feb. 5, 1676.-The English troops reached Marlborough. Their pro\'i:-ions failing, they 

turned down to Boston, says Harry's '' llistury of Fr:u-ningh:un," le:i.\'ing the ticlcl to the 
ravages of the Indians. Two days afterwards, Fch. i, an order was passecl (supposed hy 
the General Court) for billeting the Plymouth forces :tt :'.\Iarlhorough. 

Feb. 5, 1828-A very mild and pleasant day. ~ilas Felton, Esq., s~tncy~d I Ian·ey 
~wamp; but \'Cry little snow <luring the \Vinkr. ·J le sun·eyl·<l sc\·eral l,,ts that \\'inter. 

Feb. 7, 1714-15.-Thc Town of ~I arlhorough \'otc<l to huil<l a new school house. They 
had two places in view, :i.n<l lhe Town voted to build on the upper pl:-H:c •·- I Sx2.S feel. The 
spot is now (188o) probably occupied by the Soldiers' ~Ionumcnt. 

Feb. 7, 1867.-Miss Anna E. Dickinson lectured in :'.\larlhoruugh on "\\'omnn's l~ight to 
Labor," before a large audience in the Town I fall. 

Feb. 8, 1852.-A cold morning. Fire in Southborough. Ehcne1.cr and !-=nmucl Brig­
ham's house in the north-west part of the town, near Brigham':-- pond, wns hurnc<l early in 
the morning. No insurance. Cause, a clcfcct in the chimney. 

Feb. 8, 1866.-Spring Hill Lodge, I. 0. (;. T., organized in :\l:trlborougli. 
Feh. 9, 1869.-\Vestborough Savings Hank inc\)rporated. Ctlrporator~, ~oah Khn:~~11, 

Cyrus Fay and George ll. Brigham. 
Feb. 9,_ 1876.-Samuel N. Aldrich, Esq., ga\·e the clo~ing lecture· before the Farmers 

and Mechanics course in Mnrlborough. ~ubject, "Our Town and ( >ur Country." 
Feb. 10, 1_875.-Mrs. Eliza Ann Young, the 19th wife of Brigham Youn~, lectured in 

Hudson Town llall. 
Feb. 10, 1879.-Marlhorough Brass Band fair, and continuccl four cn.:nings. Sold up­

w·ards of 5,000 tickets. 

Feb. I l, 1.7~7.-Col. John \Veeks of ~Jarlborough ,lied. :1gc(l 80 years. I le was a 
prominent man in town; one of the selectmen for ten or t·wcl\'c years, and a justice of the 
peace. He married a daughter of Dea. Thomas and Elizabeth (I luwc) Keyes of ~Iarl­
borough. 

Feb. I 1, 1858.-The coldest day of the \Vintcr. No snow upon the grnutHl. Cedar 
~wamp frozen over, and folks commenced this day to cut and carry out wood for fires a11<l 
for timber. The writer of this item saw birds flying about in the swamp. 
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Feb. 11, 1876.-Friday morning, about one o'clock, Joseph Manning's box and planing 

mill, in ~lechanic squn.re, Marlborough, was burned by an incendiary. Loss on buildings, 
$3000; ~fr. Manning's loss, S2CXX>. Se\'eral carpenters lost tools. Mr. Manning erected 
bi~ present factory in the Fall of the same year, 1876. _ 

Feb. I 2, 1813.-Rufus Sawyer married Seraph Bartlett, both of Berlin. They were mar­
ried in the stone mansion on Baker's hill, and had their golden wedding at the same place 
New Year's day, 1863. They h:ul ten children. Mrs. Sawyer died the next December. 

Feb. 12 and 13, 1856.-Changc of weather. ·1\1esday noon thermometer up to 47 de­
grees; the next morning, \Vednesday, down to 3 degrees-fell 44· degrees in 19 hours. 

Feb. 13, 1816.-Sudhury meadows. Th~ proprietors of Sudbury meadows-all adjoin­
ing Sudbury river from Framingham line to Concord-incorporated. 

F'eb. 13, 1836.-An old-fashioned snow storm and cold weather: Large quantities of 
snow, which laid the whole country under an embargo. 

Feb. I 3, 1869.-Velocipecle fever reached Marlborough, and occupied the Town Hall. 
Admission 15 cents-one cent a minute for riding. . 

Feb. 14, 1849.--TheCorclaville Manufacturing Co. incori>oratecl, for cotton and woolen 
g6ods. Corporators, Oliver S. and ~Hlton 11. Sanford and Thomas S. Nelson. 

Feb. 14, 1862.-Friclay evening. Lincoln Brigham's house in Westborough, near South• 
borough line, was hurt1ecl. Caused hv a defect in the chimney. - . 

Feb. 15, 1837.-Rev. Nathaniel Howe of Hopkinton died, aged 73 years. He preached 
in that town forty years, and was one of the most original characters. 

Feb. 15~ I 842.-l-ire in Southborough. Dana Flagg's carpenter shop was entirely con­
sumed. The tire caught in the shavings. Loss, $JCX)(); insurance on the building, $300. 

Feb.· 15, 1846.-A furious snow storm. Ahout a foot of snow fell a few days before 
this date. 

Feb. I 5, 1865.-~1 arlhurough Cas Co. incorporated. Capital not to exceed $50,000; 
real estate not to exceed Sio,ooo. Corporators, Samuel lloyd, Joseph Boyd, Thomas Corey. 

Feh. 15, 1868.--Capt. Jonath:m Bruce, a nati\·"c!·of. ~farlhorough, died at Hudson, Mass., 
aged 76 years. For 22 ye.us he was superintendent of the Boston Light, ~ncl aftenvards a 
very successful pilot. 

Feb. 16, 1733.-Cul. Thomas 1 Imn: of Marlborough die<l, aged 77 years. He was an 
active and prominent citizen, an<l was for many years one of their selectmen :md represen­
tatives. I le kept a public house; was deputy sheriff ancl justice of the peace. In 1704 he 
marched to the relief of Lancaster, \vhcn the Indians hurned the meeting-house. In 1707, 
he raised a company and marched in pursuit of the Indians, into what is now Sterling. 

Feh. 17,_1805.-Diecl in ).Jarlhorough, )lrs. Ann Quincy, a~ed 8o years, wido\\: of 
Josiah Quincy, and mother of ~fr.:;. Xancy Packard, who die<l Feh. 3, I 844, in Lancaster, 
aged So years. 

Feh. 17, 1827.-A great ho<ly of snow upon the gruui1d-two to three feet in the woods. 
This day Silas Felton, Esq., sun·eyc<l :\faj. Henry Rice's laml, near the old meeting-house 
common, on rackets. 

Feb. 18, 1867.-Thc compiler of these e\·ents heard a gooc.l lecture at Northborough, by 
Rev. Jacob M. ~fanning of Boston, on "Samuel Adams, the Patriot of the Revolution." 

Feb. 19, I 711-12.-Thc Town of :\larlborough vote(l to furnish the new meeting-house, 
erected last year. They Yotecl that pews "shall be granted to such ·persons as the town 
shall see cause, proviclccl they build upon their own cost." They chose James Taylor, Jr. 
and John Bigelow, to he head workmen to tinish the new meeting-house. 

Feb. 19, 1852.-Splendicl display of the Auroral Lights. 
Feb. 19, 1869.-Gcorge Francis Train spoke in Marlborough; also on March I I. He 

said he was going to be President in 1873. 
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Feb. 20, 1847.-Hon. Elijah Br_igham Witherbee died at Detroit, Mich., aged 42 years. 
He was born in Marl_borough, and had been town treasurer in his native town. 

Feb. 20, 1876.-Simday. Commemoration services hy Centennial discourse in Lancas­
ter, by Rev. A. P. Marvin, in commemoration of the destruction of the town by the Indians, 
1-·eb. 21, 1676. Mr. Marvin has si~ce written the "History of Lancaster, Mass." 

Feb, 20, 1878.-Rev. \Vm. Morse died at .Franklin, N. H., aged 8o years. He preached 
in Marlborough,· .Mass., te!l years; in Tyngsborough, nine years; in Chelmsford, several 
years. He was horn in Pomfret; Con~., hefore that town was divided and Putman incor­
porated. 

Feb. 21, 1676, N. S.-King Philip, accompanied by the Narragansetts, the Nipmucks, 
and the Nashaway Indial"s,_made an attack upon Lancaster.· Burned Rev. Mr. Rowland­
son's house and half t'he buildings in the town. .Fifty or more persons were slain or takc:n 
captives. It was thought there were 1500 Indians collected together. 

Feb. 21, 1860.-Great fire at Westborough-the steam power works of Otis F. Vinton, 
for making sleighs, wagons, etc. Loss, $10,(X)(); three-fourths insured. 

Feb. 21, 1873.-The most severe snow storm of the season; the railroad trains were 
snow-bound. The Marlborough and \Vorcester stage coach could not get through. 'It 
drifted badly th~ next day. 

Feb. 22, 1862.-Monday morning commenced a \'iolent snow stosm, with high winds, 
and continued all clay. Left the snow in piles; judged to have heen eighteen inches. 

Feb. 22, 1816.--Hon. Elijah Brigham of \Vestborough, a member of Congress, died at 
\Vashington, D. C., aged 64 years. \Vas a member of Congress 5 years. He was bom in 
what is now Northborough. Son of Col. Levi Brigham of Northborough. 

Feb. 22, 1852.-Fire in Stow. Samuel Sawin's barn, with fifteen to twenty- tons of 
hay, _was destroyed. Loss, $8oo; insured in the :\1::1.rlborough Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 
for $200. 

Feb. 22, 1868.-A cold day ancl a cruel race. Two horses cl riven on a wager for a purse 
of $1000 from Brighton through ·Marlborough to \Vorccster. Time, 2 hours and 24 min­
utes. One or both horses soon afterwards died. 

Feb. 22, 1879.-Died at Northborough, Gill Valentine, Esq., aged go years. lie was 
formerly a land surveyor, postma~ter and deputy sheriff at Northborough. For fifteen 
years he was auditor for the city of \Vorccster. In 1871 he moved back to Northhl)rough. 
About 7 weeks after ~fr. Valentine's death, April 11, his son, Thomas\\'. Valentine, who 
was for many yt!ars a school teacher, <lied at Brooklyn, X. Y., aged 61 years. 

Feb. 23, 1873.-H.ev. Joseph Allen, D. D., of Northborough, cliecl, aged 82 years. lie 
was settled tht!re in 1816. He was the· author of the "History of ~orthhorough," and of 
several other works. 

Feb. 25, 1862.-Ahout 2 o'clock, A. ~I., tire in .~larlhorough. Very strong wind at the 
time. \Vm. Giles' house was hurncd, on the west side of Shoestring hill. He had another 
built on the· same spot, where he now resides. 

Feb. 26, 186g.-l ludson Savings Bank incorporated. Corporators, Francis Drigham, E. 
M. Stowe and ·George Houghton. 

Feb. 26, 1879.-Sudden death. Dr. Henry Barnes of Northborough, aged 68 years. 
He was born in Marlborough Feb. 7, 1811, and was brother of the late l>r. E. F. Barnes 
of that town. Dr. Barnes wa~' a prominent physicinn. I le married, in 1837, a daughter of 
Dr. Ball in North1,orough_, where he resided up to the time of his death, and where he was 
a leading citizen an<l selectman for a few years. I I is son, Henry J. Barnes, is also a phy­
sician. 

Feb. 28, 1839.-Hon. Alexander I I ill Everett, lt:ctured in Marlborough, subject, ."The 
Battle of New Orleans," Jan. 8, 1815. 

Feb. 29, 1816.-Rev. Peter \Vhitney of Northborough died, aged 72 years. He was 
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pastor in that town 48 years. Author of the "History of \Vorcester County," published in 
1793. 

Feb. 29, 1848.-Dr. John B. Kittredge of Framingham, died, aged 76 years. lie was a 
prominent physician, and his practice extended into adjoining towns. 

MARCH. 

March, first week, 1855.-Marlborough Branch Railroad opened from .Feltonville to 
Marlborough centre, northeast of .the High School building and cemetery. 

March 1, 1702.-John Holman of Milton commenced keeping school in Marlborough. 
He received £7 for teaching 4 months, in reading, writing, and casting :iccounts, also Latin. 
Supposed he was the third public schoolnmster that kept in town. He hoarded with \Vidow 
Dorothy Howe. He graduated at Harvard College in 1700. )tr. ll"olman <lied in 1759. 

March 1, 1754.-Funeral of Benjamin Goodale of Marlborough. lie died Feb. 27; 

aged 67 years. Hie; wife died one week before, Feb. 20, 1755. The pall bearers were 
Nathaniel Hathorne, Uriah Newton, James Russell, Robert. Ifaker, Robert Sproule an<l 
Joseph Hapgood. 

March 2, 1704-5.-The Town of Marlborough paid Samuel \Vnrd, Sen., for entertain­
ing ministers,-Mr. Whiting, Mr. \Villard, _Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Breck, )Ir. Severs,-£5 and 
2 shillings. 

March 2, 1812.-111e first town meeting in the first Spring Hill meeting house was held 
this day. Silas .Felton wa~ elected moderator. The annual )larch meetings were held 
there 4 years, until the East Centre school house was huilt in 1816, where nil town meetings 
were held until 1820. 

March 2, 1875.-Re-union of newspaper men in :\farlhorough. .-\ poem was given by 
~liss Martha L. Ames. Several journalists from out of town were present. 

:\larch 3, 1865.-Diecl at Elizabeth,:-;. J., S:unSQn V. S. \Vilder, Esc1., aged 84 years, 
formerly of Bolton, l\Iass., and founder of the \\'ayside meeting hou:--e. In September 
1824, Gen. Li. Fayette stopped at )Ir. \Vilder's place in Bolton. 

)larch 3, 1876.-Sudden death. \Vm. \V:illace of :\larlhoruugh \'isitecl hi:-; friend, Dr. 
Albee of Hopkinton, with the intention of spending the ,lay. Ile died while unh:irnessing 
hi:.; horse. The cause of his death was heart disease. I le wa:-- a large portly m:m, :rnd 57 
years of age. 

:\iarch 4, 1776.-The date of the last town meeting in .\larlh,mmgh, c~llcd "In ll i~ 
Majesty's Name." The next town meeting in )fay, was warnctl "In the ~amc of the (;o't­
crnment and People of Massachusetts lfay." .-\fter the adoption of ·the State Con•;t:tution 
in 178o, in the name of the Commonwealth of )lassachusetts. 

)larch 4, 18o5.-Bounty on dead crows. The. Town of )larlhorough offered a hounty 
on old crows killed in town, 25 cent._ apiece; for young crow:--- 12 1-2 cents. For several 
years the bounty was just h~lf of the ahove-nnmcd amount. 

March 4, 1875.-lJiecl in Hudson, George S. Rawson, Esci., aged 53 y~ars. Ile was a 
land surveyor, and many years a school teacher, an<l one of the school committee. 

)larch 5, 1845. The Fitchburg Railroad opened to Fitchburg, 49 mile:-- in length. The 
rails weighing 56 pounds to the yard .. 

:\larch 5, 1867.-First trial -of the tire extinguisher in :\Iarlhorough. ~I any people 
present from out of town. 

March 6, 1820.-Marlhorough town meeting adjourned from the East Centre school 
house to Cheney's Hall, where every .March meeting for 20 years afterwards was holden. 
It was sometimes called Parker's Hall, and later, Cotting's I fall. 

March 6, 1878.-A ~lethodist festival in )larlborough. The scmi-centenial anniver~1.ry 
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or ~e ~lethodist Church in Marlborough. Rev. Nathaniel B. Fiske, the pastor, and several 
other ministers took part.,in the exercises, also several laymen of the society. 

March 7, 177S--:-The Town of Marlborough voted to purchase SS firearms, with bay­
onets, for the town's use. For a committee, chase Edward Barnes, Silas Gates, Sen., and 
Silas Jewell · 

March 7, 18o6.-The Boston and Worcester Turnpike Company incorporated. It passed 
through Framingham, Southborough, Westborough, corner of Northborough and Shrews-
bury. . 

March 7, 1831.-Donation. The Town of Northborough, by a unanimous vote, accepted 
a donation of S3,ooo from Henry Gassett, Esq., of Boston, but a native .of Northborough. 
Mr.-Gassett was a merchant of Boston, and died there August 15, 1855, aged 83 years. 
His wile was also a native of the same town. 

March 7,_ 1.825.~N~ c~~~_tery •.. The.- Town of Marlborough chose-·a- committee of 
three, viz: Silas Felto~, Esq., Dea. Jonathan Hapgood and Capt. Jedediah Wood, to locate 
a burying ground in the north part of the town. At an adjournment of said meeting, the 
committee reported to purchase one acre of land for I 5 dollars. The report was accepted. 

March 7, 1843---SChool district libraries. The Town of Marlborough raised and ap­
propriated 150 ~ollars for the ten school districts. By a resolve of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts in 1842, a grant of 15 dollars worth in books, made or given to every school 
district that shall or should in any way raise an · equal sum for the purchase of a district 
library. Every school district in town had a library. 

March 8, 1835.-Sunday. Fire in Marlborough on the "1-'arm," so-called. Wm. Dunton', 
dwelling house took fire, and with all its contents burned to the ground. The citizens of 
the town, with a becoming liberality, soon after erected him another house. 

March 8, 1854--Evening. Lightning, with heavy thunder and rain. 
March 9, 1855.-Fire in Marlborough about 3 o'clock P. M. A house belonging to 

Philip Kerby, near the meadow on South street. 
March 9, 1861.-A great rain storm. Elbridge Darling's.barn,. in the north part of the 

town, on Uriah Moore's place, was blown down. Loss, 275 dollars. 
March 10, 1725. Wm. Thomas, Jr., was born in Marlborough. It is said he taught 

school 40 winters. He was Cather of Robert B. Thomas, of Tbomas's "Farmers' Almanack." 
March 10, 1856.-The coldest March day for 30 years. The mercury in many places 

from Io to I 5 degrees below zero. 
March 10, 1859.-Col. Silas Stuart died in Feltonville, aged 65 years. He was formerly 

a tailor, afterwards a box maker. He was Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart when La Fayette was 
in Massachusetts in 1824-25. · ~ 

. March 11, 186g.-Golden wedding. Celebration in Bo!ton of Gen. Amory Holman 
and wif e-50th anniversary of their marriage. 

March 13, 1838.-A fire near the centre of Hopkinton. The extens~ve stables of the 
Warren Coffee House, and a carpenter's shop, were burned. 

March 14, 1So+-Rev. Isaac Allen was ordained at Bolton. At the time there was :in 
immense body-of snow on the ground, and the traveling was difficult and dangerous. He 
was ·never married. He preached there 40 years, and died March 18, 1844, aged 72 ye:u-s. 

March 14, 1850.-Qintonville, the south part of Lancaster, was incorporated a town by 
the name of Clinton. It was named for Gov. Clinton of New York. 

March 14, 1868.-Saturday. An extensive sale of public property at Concord. The 
Court House with half ·an acre of ground for '9,000, to George Keyes of Concord. 
A dwelling house, known as the. County House, \\ith.a barn and two acres ofll\nd for '4,550 
The old Stone Jail (to be taken down a.nd'remo\·ed), for $1,305. The Middl~x Hotel for 
$7,900, to Elias H. Goodnow of Boston. 

March 15, 1875.-Capt. Anson Rice of Northborough died, aged 76 ye:1.rs. Had been 
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a trader, assessor, town clerk and postmaster in his n:itive town, and in his life time was 
.well-known and universally esteemed in musical circles in his own and neighboring towns. 
For several years a correspondent for the Marlborough newspaper. 

- March 16, 1846.-Unionville, partly in Framingham and Hopkinton, was incorporated a 

town by the name of Ashland. 
~iarch 17, 1737.-Capt. Eleazer Howe of Marlborough died, aged 75 years. 1 He was 

a carpenter and erected the first school house in Marlborough. He was a large land holder, 
and owned two or more grist and saw mills. He :was a prominent man in town, one of the 
selectmen several years. He settled near the north west comer of that beautiful sheet of 
water of about 100 acres, that was called for him in his day and years afterwards," Howe's 
Pond." He married Hannah Howe, daughter of Abraham Howe, and we believe was the 
first couple .married where. bot~ parties ~ere· natives· of· the town. His wife. died in 1735. 

March 17, 1855.-Saturday. Fire in Marlborough about noon. Jonathan Rice's, 2d, 
shoe shop on Howland street was partially burned, with some 20 cases of shoes. The fire 
engine saved the house. 

March 17, 1874--Died in Hudson, George E. Manson, Esq., aged 76 years. He was 
one of the sele~en of Marlborough 12 years; many years a trader in Feltonville, and 
postmaster there 27 years. He married a daughter of Silas Felton, Esq., . .:ind Mr. M:m-
10n'1 two sons have been postmasters in the same village. 

March 18, 1854.-Saturday. A great gale or wind storm. Like a tempest in some 
sections. For a week before it was very warm, and for a week afte:rwards it was cold. 

March 18, 1876.-Appeared the first number of a series of "Centennial Papers _upon 
the Marlborough Public Schools," in the Marlborough Mirror-Journal, by Dea. David B. 
Goodale. 

March 19, 1728.-About 40 persons, principally inhabitants of Marlborough, Sudbury~ 
Concord and Stow, purchased Hassanamisco (aft~rwards calied Grafton) of the Indians" 
for £2500, 2.11d the· p~oprietors must build and finish a decent meeting house, ~d ·a suitable 
school house for the use of both English and Iniians, all without charge to the Indfans. 
The first meeting of the proprietors was held at Jonathan Howe's Inn, in Marlborough, in 
April, 1728. I 

March 19, 1861.-Rev. George Trask, the anti-tobacconist, lectured in Feltonville, on 
the evils of tobacco. He also lectured in Marlborough centre about the same time. Mr. 
Trask married Ruth F. Packard, who was born in Marlborough. 

March 20, 1843.-ReY. Asa Packard died at L:i.ncaster, :,.ged 8-4 years. He was a soldier 
in the revolutionary war. He graduated at Harvard College in 1783. He was a pastor in 
Marlborough 34 years, from 1785 till 1819. • 

March 20, 1847.~reat fire in Saxonville, Framingham. The ca.r-pe: factories-four 
wooden buildings-were entirely consumed. Were owned by a Boston c"mpany. Loss about 
$70,000. Insurance about covered the loss. By the fire 150 persons were thrown out of 
employment. 

March 20, 1857.-Died in Marlborough, near Feltonville, Benjamin Prentiss, aged 97 
years, 1 I •2 months. The oldest man in town. He was born in Connecticut, wu a colored 
man, and once a slave. He lived in Marlborough sixty years, was a voter, and was married 
twice. His daughter, Mrs. Wilson, died in 1851. 

March 21, 1870.-A town meeting at Southborough. The meeting was to take action 
to oppose the petition of citizens of Southville and Cordaville, to be set off as a new town, 
to be called Sanford.-

l\Iarch 21, 187O.-Middlesex West Agricultural Association was organized at Hudson, 
Mass. The capital stock $3,000. Five dollars a share. 

March 22, 1874--Quite a sensation in Marlborough. Se,.·era.l Shakers spoke in the 
Unitarian church Sunday evening. The house was full, every standing place occupied. It 
was one of Rev. ~fr. Wiggin's Denominational Course that season. 
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~faich 23, 185 I .-Sunc.lay. Fire in Berlin. Leonard Hartwell's house, with nc:irly all 
its contents, wns burned. First fire in Berlin since l 830, about 21 years before the :ibove 
date. 

:\larch 23, 1870.-Framingham & Lowell Railroad, through Sudbury and Concord, in­
corporated. Hon. Samuel N. Aldrich of :\farlhorough was elected President of the cor• 
poration in t 879. · 

:\larch 24, 1815~-The tyt~ingmen of Marlborough gave notice in the Worcester Spy, 
t_hat they should discharge the duties of the office, commencing next month. ltarlborough 
1.1sually chose from 2 to 8 annually. In 1699, chose Dea. John Barnes, Sen., and. James 
Taylor, Sea. In 1818, the last tythingmen in !\1arlborough were chosen. 

lfarch 24, 1843.-Part of the boundary line between Marlborough and Southborough 
altered by the Legislature. Willard Newton, Esq., and 5 or 6 more voters, set off from 
Southborough and annexed to Marlborough, or were re-annexed, being set off I 16 years be­
fore this date, when Southborough was made a town. 

)larch 24, 1873.-Powder mill explosion in Acton. Addison G. Fay, Esq., of Concord, 
who was agent of the company, was killed. aged 54 years.- Mr. Fay was a native of South­
borough. 

March 24, 1875.-A spelling match :1.t Fairmount Ha11, Marlborough. \Vords given out 
by ~Ir. Tuell, principal of the High Sc}:lool. ~I rs .. Ernest Brigham gai~ed the first prize, 
and Miss Annie Boyd the second. 

~larch 25, 1875.-Hon. George B. Loring of Salem g:ive an address before the Fam1ets 
and Mechanics Club of :\larlhorough at the Town Hall. 
. llarch 25, 1879.-Fire in Marlhorough. Between 3 and 4 o'clock A. :\I., I liram Tem­

ple's shoe factory, in the East vill:ige, was destroyed by fire. 
:\larch 26, 1861.-Died at \V:iyside Inn, Sudbury, Lyman llowe, Esq., aged 59 ye:irs. 

He was the fifth generation that kept the Howe Tavern. :\Ir. Howe informed the compiler 
of these events th:i.t · the centennial day of the opening of the Howe Tavern, no charges 
to guests: meals, lodging, stabling-all free. His father, Ad:un Howe, cliecl in 1841. 

:\larch 28, 1701.-This day the Town of Marlborough concurred with the church by 
the choice of Rev. Joseph )Iorse for their minister. He hacl preached in town during the 
\Vinter. Aug. 22, I 701, after the disease of the Rev. \Vm. Brimsmead, the town a.gain \·otecl 
for ::\Ir. Morse for their minister. Yeas, 50 votes; nays, 37 votes. Prohahly he declined 
on account of the large number of negative \"Otes. 

)larch 29, I 754.-.\cciclcnt in :\f:ulhorough. ".\aron \\'illanrs two chihlren were shot 
<lead hy a careless hoy," snys :t contcmpornry of that :ige. 

:\larch 30, I 870.-Dramatic entertnimncnt in the vestry of the Universalist church. 
H:i.d several entertainments during the Spring nt the s:11P~ pla:c. 

:\Ia.rch 30, I 876.-Chcrry Valley wash-out at N cw \Vorcester. The reservoir burst its 
<lam, causing immense damage. For clays afterwarcls many from miles around visited the 
ruins of the sacl disaster. 

APRIL. 

April 2 and 3, I 856.-Rain, nn<l the lirst th:'ll fell since the last Christmas day, three 
months ago; and the s:i.me length of time, it w:i.s sai,1, the mercury fell c,·cry night helow 
zerc>. 

April 2, 1866.-Commcnccd having annual town meetings in )h\rlhorough, for choosing 
town officers, the lirst :\londay in April, instead of the lirst Monday in ~lr.xch. 

April 3, 1815.-Thc Centre school district in )larlhorough to he div;rled. Voted to 
huilcl ··a new school house near an<l west of Spring II ill meeting house. .-\fte:wards cnllecl 
School District No. 1. 
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April 3, 1820.-First inspecting school committee chosen m Marlborough : Wm. Draper, 

Benjamin Rice, Silas Felton and Dr. John Baker. The same were re-elected the pext year, 
in 1821. 

April 3, 1865.-By-laws of the Town of Marlborough adopted. Approved the next 
month by the Superfor Court. Repealed April 2, 1877, hy adopting another list of by-laws. 

April 4, 1803.-This year, probably, the commencement of regular women's schools in 
:Marlborough. A committee chosen in March reported this day that the \Vinter schools 
commence near the middle of November, annually; also, to provide suitable schoolmistresses 
to keep seven and one-half weeks annually in each school-house; :md the report was ·ac­
cepted by the town. 

·April 6, 1795.-Guide posts in Marlborough. The town chose a committee of seven, 
viz.":• Edward Barnes, Moses Woods, Noah Rice, Samuel -Gibbon, Archelaus Felton, John 
Loring and Wm. Gates to erect guide postc;. In the Summer the selectmen named eleven 
places for guide-posts. John Loring charged for gui<le-posts, $14.86; \Vm. Gates, $16.22 1-2; 
Dr. Nathaniel S. Prentiss, $7 .17 for lettering the same. 

April 6, 1859.-School districts abolished in Massachusetts. The school committee to 
·have charge of all public .schools and schoo!houses after July 1, 186o. 

April 6, 1877.-Sudden death. Henry H. Peters, Esq., died with the heart disease in 
]Boston, aged 52 years. He was in Sou~hborough ten years, from 1854. He bought the 
·Peter Fay farm for .$16,000. He was the founder of the Peters High School at Southborough. 

April 7, 1837.-Fire in Southborough. Dana .rlagg's carpenter shop, with his stock and 
tools, destroyed by fire. Loss, SI 200. 

April 8. 17o6.-A new ceroetery in Marlborough. At a meeting of the proprietors it 
was ordered, granted and concluded that the land exchanged with John Perry, the tailor, 
two and one-half acres, adjoining to the meeting house land, "shall be for a. Trayning 
Place, and a Burying Place forever." The town wanted part of the land to build a meeting 
house upon; and five years aftenvards, in 1711, they did erect a meeting house on the spot 
where now stands the High School building. 

April 8, 1849.-Sunday morning. Fire in Waltham. Destruction of the Massasoit house, 
and the stables attached to it. Original cost, $26,000; insurance, $7000. 

April 8, 1846.-Fatal accident at \Vestborough. Francis Winslow was killed on the. 
Boston & Worcester railroad. 

April 10, 1775.-The Town of Marlborough voted to give the minute men one shilling· 
and fourp'!nce for training half an hour every week in this month and in May, except they 
we_re called for to enter the service. This was nine days before the Concord ancl Lexington. 
battles. 

April 10, 1826.-Snow storm. From nine to ten inches of snow fell. It was thour,lli. 
to have been the most at any one time this season. 

April 10, 1865.-Monday. Great rejoicing over great and good news (surrender 0£" 
Gen. ~e and the rebel anny), in Marlborough, Feltonville, and. many other places. Same 
day a sad a~cident at Feltonville, to Capt. Henry Whitcomb, by blowing off both hands and 
burning his face and body . 

. April I, 1861.-The "Spur railroad" act, from South Marlborough to the centre of ~Iarl­
borough, in addition to the "Agricultural Branch railroad" act, passed the Legislature. 
Great rejoicing in Marlbor~ugh. A number of heavy guns were fired in town. 

April 11, 186g.-Sunday evening. Fire in Northborough. Silas Howe (late of Marl­
borough) had a barn destroyed. The house was barely saved. Loss, $1500; partially in• 
sured. 

April Ir, 1876.-A successful "camp-fire" in Fairmount Hall, by Post 43, G. A. R., Capt. 
E. C. Whi~cy, commander. Capt. Henry B. Pierce, Secretary of State, Gen. H. B. Sargent 
and others wcr~ present. 
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April 12, 1736.-Perambulation ·.or town bounds. "Lancaster and Westborough men.,. 
met Marlborough men, an_!l renewed their bounds betwixt the towns, and exchanged papen.~~ 
At that time those three towns adjoined each other. 

April 13, 1868.-Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain, governor of Maine, lectured in Marl­
borough Town Hall. Subject, "Surrender of Gen. Robert E. Lee," April 9, 1865. 

April 14, O. S., 25 N. S., 1751.-Rev. John Martyn of Westborough, north precinct, · 
preached in Marlborough, in exchange with Rev. Aaron Smith. They exchanged about . 
once a year. 

April 15. 1845.-Tuesday evening. Fire in Weston. The large tavern house known as 
Davis's tavern, was entirely destroyed. Loss covered by insurance. • 

April 15 and 17, 1854--Snow storms. A number of inches of snow. Many birds were 
killed by the storms. 

April 15, 1869.-Pleasant and spring-like. In the evening a remarkable auroral display 
in the North. 

April 16, 1851.-A great storm. Strong wind; some trees blown down. Damage done 
in Boston and vicinity more than one million of doll~rs; highest tide for thirty years. 
Minot's Ledge Lighthouse, off Boston Har~r, blown down. Very strong and high winds 
at Marlborough, Vermont, that day, when the compiler of thi:; record passed th~ugh the 
-~ . 

· April 17, 1837.-Sh_ocking accident at Saxonville. George Fuller, aged 19 years, son of 
Leonard Fuller, was instantly killed in the worsted factory. He was mending a belt at.the 
time. · 

April 18, 1876.-Bi-centennial commemoration services at Sudbury, of the battle at 
,Green Hill, and death of Wadsworth and his compatriots. Oration by Professor Edward_ 
.J. Young of Harvard College. 

April 19, 17o8.-The Town of Marlborough paid Abraham Williams, for recordin~·a 
-deed of the meeting house land, one shilling and sixpence. It was the two and one-half 
. acres of land that the town came in possession of in 17o6, to erect a meeting house upo~ 
·{or a training field, .and-a. burying yard. 

April 19, 1871.-A new town. Assahet Village, between Stow and Sudbury, incorporated· 
. a town, and called Maynard, in honor of the managers of the Assabet Manufacturing Co. 
· Amory and Lorenzo Maynard were born in Marlborough . 

. April 19, 1876.-Celebration at Concord. Parade of Concord Artillery, under the com­
mand of Capt. R. F. Barrett, a descendant of Col. James Barrett. In the evening an ad­

-dress in the Town Hall from Rev. Geo. \V. Hosmer, D. D., a nath·e of Concord, about the 
·"embattled fanuers" of 1775 and "the shot heard round the world." 

April 19, 1854.-Hon. John Davis, U. S. Senator and ex•Gov~mo:- of Massachusetts, 
-died, aged 67 years. He was horn in Northborough. He taught school in the "Farm" 
.district in Marlborough one \Vinter. His mother was horn in Marlborough. 

April 20 and 2 I, 1856.-A cold, northeast rain storm. 
April 20, 1871.-A sad incident. Abner Henry Wenzel died at Medfield. He died of 

wounds received six days before, when he shut himself with five halls. He was for four 
years teacher of :Marlborough High school, and a lawyer and trial justice at his decease. 

-April 21, 1855.-Rev. Willi~m Brown Stowe died in Ohio, aged 73 years. He was born 
in Marlborough, graduated at..\Villiams College in 1811. He preached several years at 
Wilmington~ Vt.,.and was a missionary in several states. 

April 22, 1836.-A splendid show of the Aurora Borealis or Northern Lights. 
April 22, 1868.-Gen. William Schouler lectured before the G. A. R. and other citizens 

of Marlborough, giving a history of the late Rebellion. 
April 23, 1718.-Capt. Daniel Howe of Marlborough died, aged 6o years. He "·as 

taken by Indians, in the west part of the town, in August, 1707, and made his escape from 



tbem the same day. Jonathan Wilder, who was taken with him, was killed the next day. 
Capt. Howe was one of the Selectmen of Marlborough before a~d after he was taken by 
the Indians. · · 

April 23, 1873.-Rev. Edwin Thompson, the noted temperance lecturer, addressed the 
reform club in Marlborough. . 

April 24, 1851.-An additional Act to the Marlborough Insurance Co., of 18j6, for to 
insure upon stock, tools and other personal property. 

April 25, 1861.-A flag staff of fifty fe~t raised upon Bowker or Sligo hill, Marlborough. 
rwo. days afterward, 27th of April, one of forty-seven feet above ground, raised upon Felton 
lilll, with a ftag of 34 stars. · 

April 25, 1876.--Golden wedding in Stow. l\lr. and Mrs. Washington Eustis Oark 
had, to them, a surprise wedding party. About fifty persons presentf They had lived in 
Stow forty-two years. Mr. and l\lrs. Clark had lived in Marlborough, and were married the 
6rst time by Rev. S. F. Bucklin of Marlborough . 

. April 26, 1813.-The tow:"t of Marlborough voted to erect eight guide-pos~, llith boards, 
~ the town. The town had eleven erected in 1795. 

April 26, 1848.-Rev. David L. Ogden installed pastor of the Union society. He 
preached in the town (Marlbor~ugh) two years. Dismissed in July, 1850. 

April 26, 1854--In the evening a great thunder storm, with much lightning. A number 
r,f buildings struck and barns burned in Worcester county. Three fires in that county were 
seen in Marlborough. 

April 26, 1873.-Died in Northborough, suddenly, George Clinton Davis, Esq., aged 6o 
years. Was president of Northborough Bank and trustee and treasurer of the reform 
iCJ:iool at W estborougb. · 

April 27, 1699.-The town of Marlborough allowed Benjamin Franklin, for keeping 
school fourteen weeks, five pounds and twelve shillings. Probably he taught in town several 
years before this date. His two children, born seven to nine years before this date, are 
recorded on the Marlborough records as if born in town. He taught in town ·seven years 
before Dr. Franklin was born, and sixteen years-before Dr. Franklin's uncle, Benjamin 
Franklin, came to America. Schoolmaster Franklin was probably ·a son or nephew of Ben­
jamin and Catherine Franklin of Boston, in 1675 to 1681. 

April 27, 1826.-Dea. Isaac Davis of Northborough died, aged 77 years. He married 
t\nnie Brigham, daughter of Dr. Samuel Brigham of Marlborough. Were ancestors of the 
influential Davis families of Northborough. 

April 29, 1861.-Town meeting in Marlborough. The town appropriated, for war pur­
poses, the sum of $10,000. 

April 30, 1816.-Sudden death in Marlborough. John Gott Brigham, Sen., died whife 
at work in the field, aged 65 years. He was grandson of Dr. Cott,· and great-grandson of 
Rev. Mr. Breck, all of ~1arlborough. 

MAY. 

May 1, 1815.-The Town:of Marlborough voted, after a long discussion, :igainst dhiding 
the town-50 to 59 votes; also, voted against building a two-story school house near th~ 
Spring Hill meeting house. 

About May 1, 18 54.-The Sbinstone Tree society of \Vest ~{arlborough procured and 
set beside the streets one hundred rock maples. 

May 1, 1867.-The Agricultural Branch Railroad Co. passed to among things that 
were. The name changed to Boston, Clinton & Fitchburg Railroad Co. 

May 2, 1 S.p .-A snow storm. A driving snow storm which lasted all night. The most 
backward season that had occurred for many years. 
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Ma)' 2, 1867.-Thursday night. An unsuccessful attempt W:lS made to rob the Fint 
National Bank in ?.larlborough. The: drill which they used was broken off in the hole they 
attempted to make in the s:Lfc, thus defeating their plans. 

May 4, 1769.-Dr. Ebenezer Dexter of )Iarlborougb died, aged 40 years. He was son 
of Rev. Samuel Dexter of Dedham, and uncle to Hon. Samuel Dexter, candidate for Gov­
ernor of Massachusetts. Two of Dr.· Dexter's sons were physicians, and his widow married 
Dr. Samuel Curtis Qf Marlborough. · 

?.lay 5, 1747.-The Town bf -Marlborough paid Samuel Brigham, Jr., for keeping school 
three months, 28 pounds, 15 shillings; and in September, same year, paid him the same 
amount for keeping another three months. Mr. Brigham was a physici:m, and married a 
daughter of Dr. Go«. He was town clerk of Marlborough two years, and died Feb. 15, 
I~~ . . 

M:iy 5, 18oo.-New school house. The town of Marlborough voted to build the Centre 
school house, 27 feet square, 9 1-2 feet posts.· Voted to sell the old school house. It was 
erected at Schoolhouse square, now Monument square. 

May 5, 1858.-P. M. Fire in Marlborough. ·.Nathaniel Langley, Esq.'s barn, in the 
East village, was burned. · · 

May 6, 1851.-Accident at Northborough. -Henry L. Southwick was badly injured by a 
premature explosion while blasting rocks. He died the same month. 

May 7, 1842.-Firc in Hopkinton, Col.· Abijah" Ellis lost his_ house and all bis out• 
buildings except his barn. Engine No. 3 of Hopkinton was there. 

May 7, 1871.-Pro!. William Denton delivered the last of a course of lectures before 
the :Marlborough Spiritual Association, in Berry's hall. 
· May 9, 1833.-A heavy shower, with hail, and some as large as ounce balls. \Vindow 

glass broken in some localities. 
May 10, 1857.-Barn burned by lightning in Westborough, and a horse and two calves. 

They belonged to Taylor Fay. The barn was insured. 
May 12, 1752.-Funeral of John. Goodale of Marlborough, who was 71 years of age. 

His widow and second wife died the same month. Mr. Goodale was ancestor of three 
deacons of Marlborough of the same surname. 

May 13, 1773.-Capt. Robert Barnard of Marlborough died, aged 84 years. He was 
for many years a miller in what is now the village of Hudson. He was one of the select­
men of Marlborough several years. 

May 14, 186r..-Company G, commanded by Capt. John Carey, left ~larlborough. They 
were in camp on Long Island, in Boston harbor, several weeks, and left for the seat of war 
the next month. 

May 15, 1704--The Town of Marlborough voted to pay James \Voods, for bo~rding 
Rev. Francis Goodhue 33 weeks, and keeping his horse the s:lJlle length of time, 33 weeks, 
£9. Mr. Goodhue preached in Marlborough from September, 1703, to the middle of April, 
1704, when he_gave his full answer, for to settle in town, in the negative.· In February, 
1704, the town invited him to become their pastor-66 votes to 42 nays. 

May 19, 1846.:-Robert Bailey Thomas of West Boylston died, aged 8oyeats. He taught 
school a few years, and published the "Farmers' Almanac" 50 years. He represented his 
town in the Legislature. His grandfather, William Thomas, taught school many years in 
Marlborough, Mass. · 

:May 20, 1751.7.The Town of Marlborough voted "to fence the Burying Place at the 
Meeting House, with a Board Fence," and chose a committee of three-Andrew Rice, 
Ephraim Brigham and John Weeks, to build the fence. The next month, June 4, voted" to 
fence with Stone Walls." 

May 20, 1743.-The Town of Marlborough voted against making a precinct of the 
Indian land, called Okommakamesit, and gave many reasons against the petitions. 
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May 2, 1756.-The Town of 1'-farll>orough voted to rc::pair the meeting house, rather than 

. to take it down, and to build one or two more, and chose a committee to make repairs.· A 
few years aftenvards there were two porches built, one on each side of the meeting house. 

1'-lay 20, 18oo.-Hon. Moses Gill of Princeton, Acting Governor of Massachusetts, died. 
He was Lieutenant-Governor six years, and Governor almost one year. He o,vned land in 
the west part of Marlborough (the Brigham farm), on which stood Gill's grist mill in 1794-
Some years after Governor Gill's death, the farm was purchased by Col. Luke Drury, for-
merly of Grafton. · 

Ma_y 20, 1836.-In the evening a Baptist meeting house was burned at Worcester. 
May 21, 1734--The Town of Marlborough voted to move the school to accommodate 

the several parts of the town. To be kept s~ months at the school house in the middle of 
the town, and six months in four places, viz.: five weeks on the "Farm," so-called, five 
weeks in the west part, eight weeks in the north part, and eight weeks in the no.-h-east 
part. This arrangement was continued in town for several years. 

~lay 21, 1754.-.Funeral of John Howe of Marlborough. · Be cliecl May 19, aged 82 
years. He was son of John Howe, Jr., and grandfather of Col. Cyprian Howe. His res­
Jdence was in the east part of the town, on the Boston road .. In 1711, the John Howe 
'.garrison (one of the 26 garrisons in town), was near his place. 
•

1 May 23, 1737.-Spring Hill Cemetery. James Keyes, who had surveyed the old "Bury­
. ing Place on Burying Hill," in Marlborough, made the return of this, being 4 acres and 46 
r~s," which was accepted by the town. James Keyes was the first moderator in the new 
town of Bolton, in 1738. 

May 24, 1703.-The Town of Marlborough paid Samuel \Vard, !-;en., for boarding the 
ministers, and pasturing and stabling of horses fo1 them, from Aug. 15. 18o2, to 24th of 
May, 1703, 8 pounds and 4 shillings. I lad several ministers to preach iP the 1-all and in 
the Spring. 

May 24, 1758.-Troop:; for Canada expedition in Marlborough. Capt. Ebenezer Jones' 
company marched through Concord to ~larlboruugh, ·where they lodged; the next day, ~fay 
·25th, marched from town to \Vorc~ster. 

May 24, 1843.-Ordination at Uollon. Rev. Richard S. Edes was ordained. He preached 
five years. Several years he was town clerk of Bolton, where he died Aug. 26, 1877, aged 
67 years. 

May 25, 1795.-Monday. Date of the last annual meeting of the proprietors of Marl­
borough, Westborough, Southborough, and Xorthhorough, al Marlborough meeting house­
the usual place of meeting. The amrnal meetings were the last .Monday of May-Capt. 
George Williams was clerk many years, as was his father, Col. Ahrnham \Villiams. 

May 25, 1837.-Explosion. A powder mill destroyed at Acton. 
May 26, 1704.-The people of Marlborough voted for a minister to settle among them­

Rev. Robert Breck had the highest number of votes, and was chosen. I le preached in the 
town in the \Vinter of 1702 and 3. Rev. Samson Studdard had the next highest number 
of votes. He graduated at Harvard College in 1701, and <lied in 1740. Rev. Peter 
Thatcher had the third highest vote. Ile gr:iduatccl al Harvard College in 1696; settled at 
W~ymouth and Boston, and died in 1737. Committee voted June 1, 1704. 

~ay 26, 1836.-Old Election. Fatal accident in ~larlhorough, of John D. Baker, aged 
18 years, son of Dr. John Baker. As several boys were amusing thcmseh•es in discharging 
the contents of a log, bored and filled with powder, the log burst and young Baker's body 
".Vas mangled in a shocking manner, having one leg hroken in several places, and a severe 
and mortal inward injury, which he survived hut a few hours. 

May 26, 1852.-Fire in Marlborough. The old Samuel Howe house, and known for 
many years as the Phillips house, nearly in front of the Academy, was burned about one 
o'clock in the morning. Jt was n9t a ver; val4abJ~ ho1,1~e at that time. 
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-~lay 29, 1875.-Saturday. ~ Memorial day at Northborough. Address by Thomas \V. 
Valentine o~ Brooklyn, N:' Y., a native of Southborough and for many years a school teacher. 
~ May JO, 1764,.~Died in Marlborough, Mrs. Dorothy (Howe) Howe, first wife of Col. 
Cyprian Howe. The oldest ~vestone in the Morse or "Farm" cemetery is placed over 
her grave. . 
. May JO, 1858.-About 9 o'clock in the evening, fire in Hopkinton.-The bells in Marl-

borough rung f 6r the fire. . · •' 
May 30, 1871.-Tuesday. A wa!ffl day. Memorial day in Marlborough. Had an ad­

dress from Capt. W. \V. Blackmer of Boston; and one by Hon. Henry Wilson of Natick. 
May 30, 1872.-Thursd~y. Decoration Day in Marlborough. Commander E. C. Whit­

ney gave an address, Rev. 9larles R. _,Treat an oration, and 1000 people heard it at the 
To\\'n Hall in the evening. 

?.lay 31, 1781.-Rev. Nathan Stone, the first minister of Southborough <lied, aged 73 
Y.ears. He preached there 50 years. 

JUNE. 
, June I, 17o8.-Abraham Coffin tommenced keeping school in Marlborough. "He was 
to teach all children, male and female, and such others, of most growth, to read and write 
and cast accounts." He had £24 for teaching the first year. He was hired to teach, if 
wanted, in several places in town. Abo,Jt this time commenced moving the school to- dif­
ferent places-several weeks on the Indian land, and at Stony Brook (Southborough); also 
at Chauncey (now Westborough). Mr. Coffin taught about three years in town. 

June 2, 1754.-Rev. :Mr. Hancock preached in Marlborough. 
June 2, 1816.-Died, Dr. John Phelps, aged 25 years, son of Roger Phelps. Also died, 

Samuel Barnes, aged 26 years, son of Dea. \Villfam Barnes. Funerals of both in Marl­
borough in one day. 

June 2, 1868.-Gen.\V. Coggsv.·ell of Snlc·111 iectured in Marlborough on "Gen. Shcrmn.n's 
March to the Sea." ·· 

June 2, 1869.-Fire in Southborough. The Cordaville mills took fire, and before the 
flames could be extinguished, the building aud machinery were d_amaged from .. $3000 to 
$6ooo. 

June 3, I 777.-Two men killed by lightning in Framingham at one time-John Ooyes 
and Abrahar,1 Rice. 

June 3, I 776.-The people of Northborough in town meeting said if Continental Congrc:ss 
declare independence, they were "ready with their lives and fortunes to defend the same.,, 

June 4, 1858.-Friday, about 5 I'. M., powder mills blown up in Barre, ahout 30 miles 
from Marlborough. Several persons heard the report in the last named town. • 

June 5, 1767.-Josepb Hapgood of :Marlborough died, aged 53years. He kept a diary, 
for a few years, of some of the principal events in his vicinity. He was one of the select• 
men of the town for a few years, and was one when he died. His consort lived 92 years. 
His father, Thomas Hapgood, lived 95 years. 

June 5, 1781.-First-class wedding. Henry Biigham, son of Uriah llrigham of Marl• 
borough, married Annie Phillips, daughter of Nathaniel Phillips, who resided south of the 
old Common in Marlborough~"' Mr. Phillips was the marshall or concluctor for many ycan 
to about all the .. funerals in town. He mo\'ed to Barre since the commencement of thi~ 
century. 

June S, 1862.-Rev. Samuel McDaniel took charge of the Union Society in Feltonville. 
He remained two years. 

June 5, 1870.-Afternoon. Prof. Wm. Denton discoursed in Forest Hall, on "Geology." 
From first to last, he delivered several lectures in town on that subject. 
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June 5, 1873.-Public temperance meeting in Marlborough. Had two delegates from 
-abroad.-John Bowen of Wales, and Thomas Darclay of Scotland, were among the 
speakers. 

June S, 1875.-I-ire at Rockbottom. A shoe factory was burned. The building wa.c; 
owned by B. W. Gleason, Esq., and was run by Humphrey Brigham. 

June 7, 1797.-0rdination .. Rev. \Vard Cotton was ordained at Boyl"ton. He preached 
28 years. When his successor was ordained, it was said that John Howe of that town car­

. ried If r. Cotton one load of· wood, consisting of eight to ten cords. Mr. Cotton died sud-
denly Nov.'15, 1843, aged 73 years. · 

· June 7, 1875.-Lightning in Shrewsbury. A large oak tree, just east of Oliver ~- \Vy-
man's house, was completely shattered by lightning-every limb and outside all tom off. 

June 8, 1816.-A snow storm, says Trueman Abell, in one of his almanacs. Had frost 
every month that year. Was called a year without a summer. But very few fields of com 
ripened that season. Stephen F elton's field, on the south side of Colonel's hill, ripened. 

June 9, (20, N. S.), 1737.-Fast day in Marlborough. The three deacons, Rice, Barnes 
and Keyes, were a committee to invite four ministers to take part in the exercises; to give 
their advice in their present difficulties respecting the settlement __ 'lf a Gospel minister. 

1 June 10, 18o5.-An uncommon great rain. The last of June, and July, of that year, were 
i uncommonly dry. 

June 11, 1740.-0rdination in Marlborough. Rev. Aaron Smith was ordained pastor 
and minister of both the church and town. His salary to be £8o per year. He preached 
~y~ . 

June 12, 1817.-Death of an aged person in l\larlborough. John Parker, aged, probably 
from 90 to 100 years. The bell tolled or wa.c; struck for him 116 times. His son, John Parker, 
Jr., was born in 1753. 

June 12, 1828.-Dedication. The first mec:ting house erected in Northborough by tlie 
~ptist society, was dedicated. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Sharp of Boston. 1 

June 13, 1754--Thursday. ''Training day in Mi1.rlborough-to beat up volunteers to go 
to the eastward," says Joseph Hapgood in his diary. Two enlisted in Marlborough, John 
Brown and Ebenezer Cranston . 

. June 13, 1861.-G·reat National Circus in Marlborough. 
June 13, 1871.-Tuesday. Very ~arm or hot all over the country. In many places up 

to 96 degrees. 
June 14, (25, N. S.), 1749.-The drought was so severe that this day was •set apart for 

fasting and praying. Rev. Aaron Smith of Marlborough preached two sermons about it in 
the town." The two sermons were printed. About three weeks afterwards, began to have 
plentiful showers, which greatly revived vegetatton. 

June 14, 1874.-Fire in Northborough. The rubber mills of Charles II. Ball were de-
stroyed. Loss 3000, partly covered by insurance. _ 

June 15, 1853.-Celebration at Lancaster. Commemoration• of the 200th anniversary of 
. its incorporation. Address by Joseph \Villard, Esq., in the meeting house. Dinner on the 

common, under Wright's pavilion or tent. 
June 16, 1852.-Rev. S.S. Ashley ordained at Northborough as pastor of the Congrega­

tional society. 
June 17, 1807.-Dr. Amos Catting of Marlborough died, aged 57 years. He practised 

medicine in this town 37 years. He graduated at Harvard College in 1767. He was father 
of Amos Cotting, Esq., who died at Brookline, in May 1857, aged 6o years. 

June, 17, 1735.-Another "Venerable Council" convened in Marlborough, to harmonize 
the views and feelings of the people, and to guide them in the choice of another minister. 
They appointed the second Wednesday of the next September as Fast day in the town. The 
Council charged £51, and the town voted in the affirmative to pay it. 
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June 17, 1863.-Centenarinn. Pensioner. Died at Hopkinton, Uenjamin Smith, aged 
101 years. He w~ a Uevolutionary soldier aml a soldier of the war of 1812-15. 

June 17, 1873.-Great fire in the \'illage of \Vcsthoruugh. 8C!\'cral stores and building 
destroyed; among them the Eagle block, in which wa." located the bank. The deposits in the 
bank were saved, and the merchants occupying the stores s."'l,·ed the most of their stockt.. 
Loss, $6o,CXX>; insurance, '41,000. _ 

June 17, 1821.-Mrs .. Lucy \Varren died, aged 69 years; the next day, Thaddeus \Varren, 
a.ged 74 years. They lived, husband and wife, 49 1-2 years, and were buried at the same 
time in one grave. 

June 19, 1866.-Goluc-n wedding in Marlborough, of Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Curtis; they 
received greenbacks and provisions. _ Music hy the ( ;Jee cluh . 
. June 22, 1738.-Jonathan IIowe died, age<l 51 years. Ile was son of Col. Thomas Howe. 

The next month, July 25, Jonathan Howe died, aged 43 years. lie was son of Capt. 
Daniel Howe. The two Jonathans were born on the 23d of April, one in 1687, the other just 
eight years afterwards, in 16g5. They had four sons apiece, and as many daughters. All 
the familiei resided at Marlborough, Mass. 

June 22, 1852.-A barn burned by lightning in Nurthhorough, belonging to the place oc­
~upied by Rev. Charles Farrar, a Baptist minister of that town. The barn was·near Bartlett's 
111ills. 

June 22, 1863.-Died in lloston, Mrs. Mary Parker, aged So years, widow of the late 
Daniel P. Parker, n merchant of that city. Mrs. Parker wa., a daughter of Capt. Jonathan 
Weeks of Marlborough. Mr. Parker, who was horn at Southborough, wa.~ ~trader in 
Marlborough when a young man. 

June 24, 1844.-Fire in northeast part of Marlborough: an unoccupied house belonging 
to. David Hayden was burned by an incendiary. 

June 24, 1849.-Sunday morning. Fire in \Vat&to\\ n. Destruction of the \Vatertown 
house, of four stories, and the stables connected with it; also a dwelling house. It was .said 
to have no insurance. 

June 25, 26, 27, 1858.-Extrt:me hot weather. Mercury up to 96 cle-grees in the shade. 
June 25, 186g.-Westhorough soldiers' monument dedicated. It !S 28 feet in height, and 

the names of 25 soldiers are recorded thereon. Address hy Dr. George H. Loring of Salem. 
June 25, 1876.-Sunclay afternoon. A violent hail storm passed over Bolton and Stow; 

thousands of panes of gla.-;s were broken, trees uprooted, growing grain cut down, and gen­
eral devastation spread in its p!tthwny. Some h:tilstones one inch in diameter, :md sm:tller 
ones by the bushel. Thunder, lightning, wind and rnin nccompaniecl the hail. · 
· June 26, 1802.-Two men of the same name horn in ~larlhorough, remarkable for size, 

Moses \Villiams, son of Col. Abraham \Villiams, tliecl this clay, aged 6g y,;a~,; and ten months, 
weighing upwards of 300 lbs. l\-loses \Villiams, son of Joseph \Villiams of Marlborough, died 
at Southborough, weighing nearly 400 lbs. 

June ·26, 1878.-A beautiful day. The Johnson family gathering at Southborough, at the 
old homestead of William Johnson, Sen., who was horn in Marlborough in 1665. Historical 
address by Rev. J. H. Temple of Framingham. 

June 28, 1714.-The Town of Marlborough chose a committee of three,-Capt. Thomas 
Amsden, Capt. Thomas 1-Jo~·e and John Kcycs,-to meet :mcl treat with the farmers on Mr. 
Alcock's farm-those persons that settled on the "Farm," so-called. A few years afterwards, 
in 1718, the ·i,1.~arm" wa.c; annexed to ~1arlhorough. 

June 28, 1779.-Was born in l\larlhorough, J,ucy Brigham, the ninth child of \Vinslow 
Brigham. We believe she wa.o; the first schoolmistress in :Marlborough. She taught in the 
West school district before she was married, which event took place Oct. 29, 1799. Lived in 
the marriage state 51 years, and died Nov. 23, 1850, aged 71 years. Her husband, Dea. 
Eli Rice, died 6 months afterwards, May 4, I 8 5 I, agc<l 7 3 years and 7 months. 



21 

June 28, 1875.-Monda.y afternoon. During a thunder storm, John, Goodale of Marl­
J>orough lost two valua~le cows by lightning. They were stan<ling about 20 rods· from the 
barn at the time. 

June 29, 1844--Fire in Framingham. A barn and a valuable horse, belonging to Ben-
jamin Wheeler, were burnt. · 

June 29, 1855, and for four days thereafter.-Great heat. Thermometer up to 94 degrees. 
Before this "hot spell," corn was very backward. 

June 29, 1868.-Van Amburgh's menagerie exhibited in Marlborough. . 
June 29, 1876.-Dedication of a new barn at Shrewsbury, owned by Calvin \V. Noye,:. 

It ic; 4ox8o feet. Upwardc; of 400 persons present, including Shrewsbury bra.4?-c; hand, and 
Rev. E. P. Guyer. The carpenters gave a $25 gilt weather vane. 

JULY. 

July S, 1865.-Rev. George E. Sanborn ordained at Northborough, pa.c;tor of the Second 
Congregational society • .. 

July 3, 1701-Rev. William Brimc;mead, the first settled minister in Marlborough, died, 
aged probably from 73 to 76 years. He preached till about one year before his decease. He 
preached in the town· in 166o-the year it was incorporated. 

July 3, 1829.-Dedication. The Hillside, or Sampson \Vilder meeting house in 1:Jolton 
wa.c; dedicated. 

July 4, 1715.-A town meeting in Marlborough. Voted to finic;h the new schoolhouse 
erected this season, and appropriate4 19 pounds and 15 shillings for the building and finish_­
ing of said house. "Voted, that the outlivers have the use of the new schoolhouse during 
Sabbath days, by leaving the fire safe;" also, "Voted, that Joshua Rice keep the schoolhouse 
key till the schoolmaster comes." 

July 4, 1715.-The Town of Marlborough "1/oted, that the Stony Brook petition, bearing 
date May 5, 1715, be dismissed." Stony Brook was a part of Marlborough, but twelve 
years afterwards, in 1727, was incorporated a town by the name of Southborough. 

July 4, 1827.-The corner stone of the Marlbort>ugh Academy building was laid. After 
receiving donations from Silas and Abraham Gates, it was calle_d the Gates academy. 

July 4, 1846.-Temperance celebration at Feltonville, in the village and in the grove near 
Charles Brigham's residence. 

July 4, 1854-Extremely hot. The hottest i-·ourth for several years. Great anti-slavery 
meeting at Harmony grove, South Framingham. 

July 4, 1866.-The Irish Americans of 1-farlborough had a picnic at Red Spring gro,·e 
in Marlborough. 

· July 4, 1867.-Grand temperance meeting at Harmony grove, South Framingham. About 
500 Marlborites were there. 

July 4, 1868.-:-This day, and the third and fifth, were exceedingly hot. Thermometer up 
to 96 in the shade, 120 in the sun. Another great gathering at Harmony grove. 

July 41 1873.-Marlborough celebration. Oration by Hon. George B. Loring, under 
Yale's big .tent, upon land of Samuel Boyd, Esq. Dinner in the Town Hall. The toasts 
were responded to by Dr. Loring, Hon. Charles Hudson, the ministers of the town, and other 
citizens. Edmand C. \Vhitney, Esq., was chief marshal, and John Chipman, Esq., president 
of the day. 

July S, 1843.-Rev. \Villiam A. Houghton ordained pastor of Second Congregational 
society at Northborough. 

July 6, 1864---Death in Berlin. Dea. John Bartlett, aged 68 yea.rs. It wac; caused by 
being thrown from a wagon two days before his decease. 
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July 7, 1871.-Friday. Phincas·T. Barnum's great show in Marlborough. July S, same-· 
JIJOnth, it was in Nati~. ,,·· · 

July 8, 1717.-The Town of Marlborough "Voted to treat with Mr. William Thomas, 
our schoolmaster, for to serve us another year." He continued teaching in the town from 
a dozen lo fifteen years. In 1821 he married Lydia Eager of Marlborough, and settled 
e:,.stwardly and adjoining the Spring ~-ill cemetery. He was the second schoolmaster that -
settled and died in town. He_ died J~ly 25, 1733, aged probably about 45 years. His 

· widow died two years afterward, aged 39 years. M.r. Thomas was born in \Vales, and was 
educated at Christ's College, Cambridge, in Great Britain, says bis grandson, Robert B. 
Thomas, late of West Boylston. 

July 8, 18'44,.-Monday .. Fitchburg railroad opened to Concord. Samuel M. Felton was 
civil engineer of the road. 

July 9, 1845.-Sudden death at Worcester. Hon. Daniel Waldo was found dead in bis 
bed. At- a meeting of the directors of the bank of which he was president, the eve~ing 
before, be appeared in unusual good health. 

July 9, 1873.-0rdination. Rev. Charles T. Irish ordained p:istor of the Unitarian con-, 
gregation at Northborough. _ 

July 9 and 10, 1873.-Fire in the woods in the east part of Marlborough, near Sudbury. 
From two to three hundred cotds of wood burned. The Marlboroug}i engines were there, 
but no water. 

July 10, 1781.--f'.,d. Abraham Williams of Marlborough died, aged 85 years. He-was 
born in town, and was for many years a tavern keeper near Marlborough pond. Had been 
a justice of the peace. He married three times, and had a large number of children. Mar­
Jied first a daughter of Col. Thomas Howe; next a daughter of Rev. Mr. Breck; third, 
Elizabeth Boardman of Cambridge. 

July 11, 1783.-The boundary line between Marlborough and Stow altered and straight­
ened. 

July 12, 1868.-A hot Sunday. Death of :.:-·centenarian. Stephen Oliver died in the 
south part of Shrewsbury, aged 103 years and 10 months-the oldest person in Worceste~ 
county. He lived in Marlborough a few years, at Capt. Peter Bent~, near Marlborough 
pond, in i 788, to 1790, and perhaps more years. 

July 13, 1865.-Change of weather. Mercury fell many degrees in a few hours in the 
afternoon. Two deaths in Marlborough-a daughter of George W. Fay and a daughter of 
Cyrus :Felton. They were both buried on one day, at the same hour, and in one cemetery. 

July 14, 1839.-Fatal accident in Marlborough to Walter Crosby, aged 45 years. H_b 
death was occasioned by the kick of a horse. 

July 14, 1857.-Lightning struck.and shattered a large tree withira h~~nty rods of Abel 
Brigham's ham in Marlborough; also, same month, struck a large tree near Widow Jacob 
Holyoke's spring, some thirty rods from her buildings. 

July 15 to 19, 1855.-Extremely hot and good hay weather. Thermometer up to 98 
degrees in some places. 
. July 17, 1834.-Death by lightning in Lancaster, of Emory Pollard, with a scythe on his 
shoulder, when getting over n fence near his house. 

July 17, 1835.-Hon. Jona!han Maynarcl of Framingham died, agecl 83 years. He hnd 
been town clerk, selectman, representati\'e and senator. One of that town's most prominent - __ ,. 
citizens. 

July 17, 1877.-Celebration at Southborough. Just 150 years since it was incorporated. 
Dexter Newton, Esq., was· president of the day. Addresses and historical discourses by 
Rev. Mr. Angier, Thomas W. Valentine of Brooklyn, N. Y., John C. \Vyman and. several 
citizens of the town. 

July 19, 1877.-Early in th~ morning a great conflagration in Marlborough. Timothy A. 



Coolidge's large shoe manufactory on Howland street wa.s burned. The greatest fire, or 
most property destroyed, of any one fire in the town. One dwelling house was also burned 
at the same time. Mr. Coolidge's loss was $75,000. In about five months he had up 
another factory as large as the one destroyed. 

July 19, 1753.-Joscph Hapgood had se\'en men (one of them was John Smith), the 
others, Samuel Bruce, Thomas Bruce, Josiah Winn, David Alexander, Peter \Villard and 
Francis Fletcher, "to reap for him; and they reaped all of his rye." 

July 21, 1830.-Uncommonly hot. Continued several days. Mercury up to j6_at noon 
-the hottest since 182 5. 

July 21, 1871.-An interesting occasion. By invitation of Rev. John \Villa~d of :Marl­
borough, about 30 persons, each upwards of 70 years of age, met at the parsonage. The 
oldest was 88 years; the average age was 77 years. 

July 22, 1841.-Wednesday. Great Fire at \Vatertown. A meeting house, store, bakery, 
number of dwelling houses, and Gen. G. T. Winthrop's rye in the field, were burned. 

July 24, 1842.-Sunday. A thunder storm. Mr. Fessenden's three-story house in Way­
land was struck and much iojured. - There were 40 persons in the house. No one was 
dangerously injured, but a number were affected more or le~s. 

July 24, 1856.-Thursday. Hot weather. Up to one hundred degrees. Very hot all 
the week. The 28th, great d~al of thunder and lightning. The great elm, near C. Felton's 
house, was struck and broke off a few limbs. 

July 24, 1879.-Timothy B. Patch's box factory, in the cast part of :Marlborough,_ was 
burned. 

July 25, 1713.-Rob~rt Breck, Jr., born in Marlborough, graduated at Ilan·ard College 
in 1730; taught school in his native town. He was ordained at Springfield, Jan. 28, 1736, 
and after a ministry of 48 years, died April 23, 1784, agetl 70 years. I ie published a "Cen­
tury Sermon," preached in that town, giving an historical account of that place. 

July 25, 1751.-Dr. Benjamin Gott of Marlborough died, aged 46 years. He was a 
prominent physician. He married Sarah Breck,~aughter of Rex. Robert Breck. His son, 
of the same name, practiced medicine in Marlborough for a: few years. One of Dr. Gott's 
daughters married Dr. Samuel Brigham of the same town. 

July 26, 1825.-Explosion in Hopkinton. Mr. Jennison's store was shattered, almost to a 
ruin, by an accidental explosion of 14 lbs. of gunpmnler. ~Ir. Jennison, a brother and clerk 
of the owner, was so much injured hy the accident, that he died on the following day. 

July 26, 1847.-.Monday. Damage by lightning in Holliston. ~Ir. Cutter's barns were 
struck by lightning and burned. Mr. Ballard had a cow killed by lightning. 

July 28, 1775.-Dysentery prevailed in Marlborough. :Miss \Yilliams, a daughtc!r of 
Col. Abraham \Villiams died, aged 19 years. In less th:m two weeks he huried a l,vn and 
bis wife. From July 28 to Oct. 4, ten weeks, there were 52 deaths in the town. 111e whole 
number of deaths in 1775 was So. 

July 29, 1777.-In the night there were two balls fired into the lodging room of Rev. 
Aaron Smith's house in Marlborough. The selectmen offered n rewarcl of £100 in heh:ilf 
of the town. The next year, 1778, he asked and obtained a dismission. ll e suun after­
wards moved to East Sudbury to live with his daughter Martha., who married Rev. Josiah 
Bridge, where he died March 25, I 781, aged 67 years, 5 months. 

July 30, 1862.-During a storm, one of the large cl~s in front of Oca. ,vmiam Stetson's 
residence, in the east village of Marlborough, was torn asunder by the wind. I l c after­
wards, I believe, had the remainder of the trees insured. 
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AUGUST. 

Aug. 1, 1856.-Festival it Feltonvillc. About 175 pe·rsons from North Cambridg~ Bap­
tist society visited the place, and were escorted hy the Hydralican Engine Co., No. J, to the 
meeting house and grove. 

Aug. 1, 1862.-Friday. About 2 o'clock P. M., Samuel Boyd's barn was burned. Loss, 
about $1590; insu~nce, $6oo. 

Aug. 1, t86g.-Rev. Justin D. Fulton of Tremont Temple, Boston, delivered two sermons 
in Fulton9Hall, Marlborough. The hall was so named for him. 

Aug •. 4, 1856.-Monday evening. Fire in Feltonville. A building formerly used for a 
blacksmith shop was destroyed by fire. 

Aug. 5, 1840.-Fire in Littleton. Baptist meeting house destroyed. 
Aug. 5, 1868.-Dedication. Dea. John E. Curtis' snoe manufactory was dedicated, by 

assembling there in the evening a large collection of people for that occasion. 
Aug. 6, 1778.-A fast kept in Marlborough. A day of fasting and prayer, 1n order to 

settle a gospel minister among them. Several ministers from neighboring towns were in-
vited to attend, and help in the exercises. · · 

Aug. 7, 1723.-Fire in Shrewsbury, or rather four years before it was made a town. Capt. 
John Keyes, formerly of Marlborough, had two houses bunaed. Que of them he was just 
finisbing, and five persons perished in the new house. The fire was ~bout one-half mile 
east of the centre of the town. 

Aug. 8, 1784.-Rev. Abr~ham Williams .died at Framingham~ aged 58 years. He was 
~om in ~arlborough, and graduated at Harvard College in J 744, and settled at Sand"ich 
in this State in 1749. He married a daughter of Rev. Joseph Brickminster of Framingham; 
had ten children. 

Aug; 91 10, 11, 1844.-Anniversary of the August meteors. Several hundred shooting 
stars were observed each night. 

• 
Aug. 10 to 14, 1853.-An exceeding hot spell-mercury 100 degrees in the shade, and 

110 to 130 in the sun. The compiler of this record was in New York city three of the hot 
days. Many persons died of the heat, and more than 100 horses died in the above-named 
city. · • 

Aug. 12, 1834.-A great storm. Two barns-one in Stow, and the other in Sudbury­
were burned by lightning, and their contents, being well filled with hay and grain, entirely 
destroyed. 

Aug. 12, 1833.-Death from a trifling cause.. A singular instance. Benjamin Sawin of 
East Sudbury (now \\'ayland), stumbled, and in the fall slightly wounded his under lip with 
his teeth, which continued to bleed 35 hour~, notwithstanding the best medical aid, until he 
died. 

Aug. 13, 1843.-Rev. D:LVid Kcllogy of Framingham died, aged 87 years. He graduated 
'at Dartmouth college in 1875; orcfained in Framingham in June, 1781; preached there 49 
~a~ . 

Aug. 14, 1843.-Democ1atic-Repuhlicnn State con,·ention at Worcester. Hon. George 
llancroft,,he historian, nominated for Go\'ernor of Mas~achusetts. He recei\'ed, in No,·em­
ber, 54,000 votes. puring the Summer Mr. Bancroft lect\lred in the Spring Hill meeting 
house in Marlborough. 

Aug. 14, 1854.:-:--:Saturday night, between 8 and 9 o'clock, a tornado passed over Lan­
caster centre, and then onward through Dolton. For a few moments the rain fell in torrents, 
and large trees were twisted about by the wind as if they had been sapling withes. Fields 
of corn were prostrated, a large amount of fruit blown off, and shade and fruit trees de­
stroyed. The path of the tornado was very r. .. rro·,v. 

Aug. 15, 1794.-A town meeting in Marlborough, to take action about the Act of the 
General Court, or June 26, 1794, about ~rveying for a plan of the town. L1L?Se a com-



mittce of three to employ a ~urvcyor. The committee-Edward Barnes, Moses Woods and 
Samuel Gibbon, Esqrs.-employed Col. Andrew Peters of Westborough. 

Aug. 15, 18o 1 .-Joel Cranston and Silas Felton opened their new store, built this season, 
in the "New City," now the village of Hudson, Mass. It was 28x30 feet, two stories high, 
and cost $550. 

August 15, 1847.-Sudden death at Westborough. Sumner 1-~udson of Boston, arrived 
at-Westborough the day before, was found this morning dead in the bed, and in the same 
room in which he was born, 56 years before. 

Aug. 15, 1755.-Hon. Needham Maynard was born in Framingham. He was aid to 
9en. Warren at Bunker Hill. He died in New York State, aged 8g years. He was uncle 
to the late Col. Ephraim Howe of Marlborough. 

Aug. 15, 1871.-Birthday party. Rev. Joseph Allen, D. D., of Northborough, who was 
81 years of age, had twelve persons, all upwards of 8o years, present at his house. 

Aug. J 8, 1707 .-Miss Mary Goodnow, aged 35 years, daughter of Samuel Goodnow, 
Sen., of .Marlborough, was killed nnd scalped by Indians in Marlborough, near Stirrup brook. 
Her body was found and interred about 40 rods south of the old post road on the east side 
of ·Stirrup brook. Almost 100 years afterwards, in June, 18o7, the territory cast of Stirrup 
brook, now in Northborough, was set off from Marlborough and annexed to Northborough. 

Aug. 18, 1764.-Died in Marlborough, at her son-in-law's residence-Col. John \Veek's 
place-Elizabeth H9we Keyes, aged 8g years, widow of Oea. Thomas Keyes of that town. 
She was born in Marlborough in July 1675, the year before her father, John Howe, Jr., w~ 
killed by Indians. In 1692, when 17 years of a'ge, she was taken in Lancaster by Indians, 
and carried into captivity, where she remained three or four years before she was returned 
to her friends. She. never fully recovered from the fright of her·capture . 

. Aug. 18, 1828.-Funeral of ~ilas Felton, Esq., of ?.1arlhorough, in the Spring Hill 1n:eet­
ing-house. He was a trader, land surveyor, town assessor and postmaster in Feltonville. 
Rev. Russell Streeter of Watertown officiated at the funeral. Mr. Streeter died at Wood-
stock, Vt., in February, 188o, aged 89 years. ---

Aug. 18, 1863.-Die<l at South Marlborough, Dea. \Villard Newton, aged 9z yea.rs; had 
been a justice of the peace, and represented Southborough in the yeneral Court three years. 
His father, Solomon Newton, lived 96 years. 

Aug. 19, 1675.-Capt. Edward Hutchinson, who was wounded at Brookfield by Indians 
the second day of this month, died in :Marlborough, aged 67 years. He was buried in the 
~pring Hill cemetery in M arlburough. He was son of the famous Ann Hutchinson -Mr. 
Hutchinson was ancestor of 'fhomas Hutchinson, the historian, and Governor of l\.lassachu­
sctts just before the Revolution .. 

Aug. 20, 21 and 22, 1752.-Had frost eyery morning in Marlborou~h, says Joseph Hap­
good, a cotemporary of that age. 

Aug. 20, 1762.-Job Goodale w:ts born in Marlborough. Ile settled at Bernardston, 
Ma~s., and was a prominent man in Franklin county. Among his gifts and bequests was 
his Temple farm of 1o6 acres in l\Ia.rlhorough to the Trinitarian Congregational society of 
Marlborough, the income of which to apply annually towards a settled Orthodox minister. 
q e died Oct. 25, 1733, nged 71 years. That same year, June 24, the Goodale Academy of 
Bernardston was incorporated,· and Mr. Goodale's nnme was the first one used in the Act of 
incorporation. 

Aug. 20, :856.-The great and cold August storm. The compiler of this record housed 
his cattle that night. The Old Charter Oak at Hartford, Ct., blown down. Suppose the 
~ee was 450 years old, by the number of annual rings. 

Aug. 20, 1770.-Benjamin Murry was killed by lightning in the Great meadow, in Sud• 
bury, say Sudbury town records. 

· Au1:t, ~, 1829.-Ded~~a~on of the: first Unit~d~I\ r(l~c;ting house in Worcester. Sermot, 



by ltcv. Aaron Bancroft, D. D., of that place. It was built of brick, 68 by 75 feet, cost 
when opened $1200.. Rev. Dr. Bancroft died 10 years afterwards, Aug. 19, 1839, aged 84, 
years. In August, 24th day, 1849, this church was destroyed by fire-the work of an incen-
diary. 

Aug. 20, 1846.-U>ehituate water for Uoslon. Ground was first broken at Long pond or 
Lake Cochituate for the Aqueduct to _carry water to Boston. Ex-President John Quincy 
Adams, and Ex-President Quincy of ·Harvard College, each threw a spade full of gravel 
into a barrow. Flagg's brass band ~as present. It was completed in October 184~. 

Aug. 20, 1875.-Second Brigade muster at Camp Sutton, Framingham. 1-"'rom 30 to 40 
citizens from Marlborough, besides the Marlborough Light Infantry, visited the camp 
ground. The next day the Marlborough company under Capt. E. C. Whitney, and the 
Hudson company under Capt. J. F. l)olan, returned home from Camp Sutton, and the for­
mer company escorted the Hudson company through Marlborough. 

Aug. 21, _1833.-Rev. Charles Forbush was installed pastor of the Evangelical society in 
Marlborough. Few months afterwards was married to Susan B. Forbes of Westborough. 
March 26, 1834, be was dis~d from bis society in Marlborough. 

Aug. 23, 1840.-Sunday evening a thunder shower. The meeting-house in Berlin was 
struck by lightn~ng and somewhat damaged. · 
J Aug. 23, 1845.-Littleton and lightning. A .severe storm of wind ... and rain. The Tre­
mont House, a public house in Littleton, was burned with its outbuildings. Also Luther 
White's and George D. Stevens' two hams by lightning. It struck .in many places wfthin 
a circuit of 30 .miles. • 

Aug. 24, 1835.-Great conflagration in Charlestown. The greatest fire in the town 
since 1775. Upwards of 70 buildings were destroyed. Loss, $~,ooo. Engines were 
present from a dozen towns. The tide was at its ebb, and many engines could not work for 
want of water; it was seen in Marlborough. " 

Aug. 24, 1843.-Rev. George E. Day of ~larlborough married Miss Amelia M. Oakes,. 
of New Haven, Ct. She was born in New Haven in 1821, and died there of a cancer, in 
March 1875, aged 54 years. 

Aug. 24, 18o1.-The post road through Marlborough. The Town of Marlborough 
appropriated $500 to repair the \Vestern post road through town. They chose a com­
mittee of 8, four from the east and four from the west part, to make the repairs. 

Aug. 24, 1853.-A festival in Marlborough. The young ladies sewing circle of the Con-­
gregationalist society, gave a social enlerlainmenl at the Town hall. 

Aug. 25, 1873.-A centennarian died in Marlborough. Jeremiah Crowley, aged IQJ; 

years. He was born in Ireland in 1770, an<l came to America 1830. 
Aug. 26, 18og.-Accident at Sudbury. Al :i raising of a barn, Wm. Shirley was killed 

by a fall. 
Aug. 26 to 31, 1833.-A camp mt:eting in Marllx>rough by the Meth.odist people, near 

the residence of Solomon Weeks, Esq. There wa<; considerable disturbance in and_ around 
the camp part of the time. 

Aug. 28, 1856.-Fire at \Vestuorough. Between 8 aud 9 o'clock, P. l\l., a dwelling house 
and adjoining buildings belonging to Judge Mellen were destroyed by tire; supposed the 
work of an incendiary; the building was occupied by other families. 

Aug. 28, 1870.-Sunday. Excursion from Marlborough and Hudson lo \Vaiden pond. 
Spiritualist camp meeting. 

Aug. 29, 1753.-A raising fur a meeting-house in ~tow. ..-\ contemporary says, "And 
there was a multitude of people al the raising." Al that time and many years since, the 
people usually attended abotit all raisings, dedications and ordinations in ~djoining towns. _ 

Aug. 29, 1843.--Robbery. J. B. Kimhall & Co.'s :.tor~ in \Ve_sthorough •~rok~n. open and 
money and papers stolen. 



Aug. 29, 1861.-Died at \Vayland, Dr. Ebenezer Amc:s, age 73 years. Ile was born in 
~Iarlborough, and married Miss Lucy Weeks, daughter of Captain Jonathan \Veeks of the 
same town. Dr. Ames' grandparents <lied in Mar,horough, aged 90 and 95 years. 

Aug. 30, 1 ~~--A great rain storm, lightning, hail stones. The gale anq storm were 
very severe; the rain came clown in torrents. In \Vestborough twenty telegraph poles 
\vere struck and shattered to pieces, the wires in many places destroyed. 

Aug. ,30, 1849.-llaven family. A great family gathering at Framingham of the de­
s~endants of Richard Haven, one of the first settlers at Lynn, Mass. 
. Aug. 30 and 31, · 1774.-Convention at Concord. Town delegates in Middlesex County, 

in number I 50, met at Concord. Five or more from }\f arlhorough nttcncled the convention. 
Hon. Jame:. Prescott was appointed chairrnnn of the convention. 

SEPTEMBER. 
Sept. 1, 1871.-Many persons by the name of Howe, and relative:. of the Howe family, 

visited the old Howe Ta\'ern, or Wayside Inn, at Sudbury, Ma.c;!-~ It was the next day after 
the great Howe gathering at Harmony Grove, Framingham. 

Sept. 2, 1844.-A murder in Stow. George Hildreth of that town wac; killed by William 
Goldsmith. A reward was offered for the murderer. 

Sept. 3, 1824.-Gen. La Fayette in Worcester. Many of the military companies in 
Worcester County collected at Worcester. Among them was the Northborough company, 
commanded by Captain Lewis Monroe of that town. 

Sept. 4, 1835.-John Hunter of Marlborough died, aged 55 years. He w:is poisoned 
by dressing a sick beef cre~ture. 

Sept. 4, 1869.-The Fairmount base ball club of Marlborough had a reception_ in town, 
1000 people at the depot, on their return from a tour of a week in Maine. · They played in 
Augusta, Lewiston, and Portland. They played five well-conte!oted games and won them all. 

Sept. 5, 1733.-llis Excellency Governor Jonathan Belcher and attendants lodged at 
Benjamin \Vood's, Esq., in Mar)horough. (;overnor Belcher'i:. ancestor, Andrew Belcher, 
Esq., formerly owned land in the town. 

Sept. 8, 1740.-The Town of Marlborough chose a committee of 3, viz: Edward Barnes 
(father of Colonel E<lwar<l Barnes), John Sherman and John \Varren to wait upon the Gen­
eral Court, and give reas'lns against the prayer of the petitioners, citizens of Marlborough, 
Framingham, Sudbury and Stow, asking for a new town. The ahm•e petition wai:. rejected 
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last May (May, 1740), in Marlborough town meeting. 
Sept. 7, 1870.-Military muster at camp Andrew, West Concord. 
Sept. 8, 1847.-A fair in Cotting's hall, Marlborough, by the ladies of the Unh•en.nlist 

society. Ministers T. J. Greenwood, S. J. Fletcher and n. H. Dav.is were present. 
Sept. 9, 1858.-Fire at \Valtham village. A harn or stable used hy the hotel comp:my 

was burnt. 
Sept I 1, 1834.-Fire at \Vorcester, the most destructive in the town for 20 years. It was 

·near School street. Number of buildings hurnt, and among them Benjamin P. Rice's dwell­
ing, house and bakery. Mr. Rice was son of Dea Benjamin Rice of Marlborough. Number 
of policies had just expired. 

Sept. 1 r, 1862.-Great fire at Grafton Centre. The largest and most destructive fire that 
ever visited the town. The Town hall, Unitarian church, and the Warren block, owned hy 
Captain Jonathan Wan:en, were all de:.troyecl. Total loss from 50 to 6o thousand dollars. 

Sept. 12, 1816.-Died in Sudbury, Rev. Jacob Bigelow, aged 74 years. He graduated at 
Harvard CoJlege in 1766. Ile preached in Sudbury 42 years. He was father of the cele­
brated Dr. Jacob Bigelow. 



Sept. 12, 1855.-Warm summer •weather. Mercury up to go degrees; warm all the 
week.· 

.. Sept. 12, 1867.-Dr~ George B. Loring of Salem lectured in the Town hall in Marlbo­
rough on temperance, and against license to sell liquors. 

Sept. 13, 1834--Saturday P. M., balloon ascension. C. F. Durant's 12th aerial voyage. 
It rose in Boston and came down in the ~own of Lincoln, Mass. 

Sept. 13, 1842.~Horrid cleath. Deacon Paul Haywood of Box~rough was killed, gored 
.to death by a bull, which was savage and unmanagable. The evening before he injured a 
young man, a neighbor of Mr. Haywood. 

Sept. 13, 18.M,.-Muster at Concord. A Brigade under the command of General James 
Dana-it was reviewed by Major-Geneml Benjamin F. Adams; 

Sept. 14, 1735.-Wednes<lay. A fast kept in Marlborough. The day was selected by a. 

council of ministers and approved of by the town. Ministers from :icljoining towns, Sudbury, 
Lancaster, Westborough, united. The next December, 23d day, the town voted that ~aclame 
Fisk be allowed and paid £3 for entertaining the ministers at the late fast. 

Sept. 16, 1728.-John Brigham, sometimes called Dr. john Brigham, died at Sudbury, 
aged 83 years. . He rc3ided in Marlborough about 30 years; and represented the town in 
J 688, in the General Court, also afterwards represented Sudbury. Ile was a noted land 

' sutveyor. When between 6o and 70 years of age,.he was frequently Qlijed upon, "with his 
instruments" to survey lots and lines and "to act about their title." 

Sept. 16, 1858.-A severe storm of wind and rain. 
Sept. 16, 1860.-In the evening, near midnight, Amos A. Cotting's barn in east village 

.was burnt, with a good liorse, two cows, 20 tons of hay, wagons, etc. Loss, SI ooo. 
Sept. 16, 1873.-John B. Gough lectured in Northborough, subject i.Now and Then." 

A special train carried up from Marlborough the band and 200 more citizens. 
Sept. 17, 1833.-Fire in Stow .. The mansion of Madame Newell and all her buildings, 

including several large barns, well filled with hay, were burned. Partially insured. 
Sept. 17, 1857.-About 9 P. M. · A very hard rain with thunder and lightning. 
Sept. 17. 1859.-Fire in Northborough. Deacon Stephen W. Norcross' barn was destroy­

ed by fire. The sky was illuminated by the fire, over the eastern pru1: of the town to Berlin. 
· Sept. 18, 1809.-Captain Wm. Morse of Marlborough died, aged 71 1-2 years. Ile was 

a Lieutenant of one of the Marlborough companies in 1775, and marched on the 19th of 
April in pursuit of the British. Ile was captain of the Marlborough company that marched· 
in October, 1777, from this town to Saratoga at the taking of Burgoyne. \Vas one of the 
selectmen of Marlborough for years, and represented the town in the General Court in 17CJO_ 
and 1791. 

Sept. 18, 1857.-About three o'clock A. M., F. \V. l'elton, E.c;q.'s new building for a 

house, a little east of A. C. Felton, Esq.ts housf!, wa.-.. destroyed by fire. It was between 
Main and Washington streets, Marlborough. Insurance on Mr. Pelton's building, $2000. 

Sept. 19, 1866.-Ex-Gov. George S. Boutwell lectured to a. crowded audience in Marl­
borough Town Hall. 

Sept. 21, 1741.-The Town of Marlborough voted to raise £100 to shingle and repnir 
~he meeting-house, ~nd to pay bounty for birds and squirrels. 

Sept. 21, 1826.-Thursday. Vendue in ~farlhorough, north of the pond, at the late 
William Barber's pince. Mr. Barber was a watchmaker and engraver, and one of the in­
specting school committee the year of his decea.~, which took pface Aug. 25, 1825, age 43 
years. He was son of Lieut. Ephraim Barber, the clockmaker. 

Sept. 21 and 23, 1868.-Political lectures in Marlborough Town Hall, by Edwin C. 
Bailey, Esq., and Charles W. Slack, Esq. 

Sept. 22, 1755.-Supply \Veeks of Marlborough <lied, aged 84 years. He was a school­
master in the northeast school district in 1713 and 1714. It is said a supply of provisions 
arrived, in a time of scarcity, just about the time of his birth; hence his name. 
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Sept. 22, 1855.-Saturclay. Circus in Marlhorough. · \Velcl1 & Lent's circus exhibited 
ne!ar schoolhouse No. 2, afternoon and evening. 

Sept. 24, 1847.-Fire at Worcester. Friday evening, about eleven o'clock, the stable of 
Lincoln Square Hotel was burned, with seventeen horses belonging to teamsters . 

.Sept. ~ 1868.-John B. Gough gave a lecture in Berlin on "Circunistances." His 
American wife was a native of that town. 

Sept. 25, 1850.-l-'air at \Vestborough. The annual cattle fair and plowing match of 
Westborough Agricultural Society. Address by I Ion. Charles Theodore Russell of ~loston 
or Cambri<lge. 

Sept. 26, 1769.-Old-fashioned donation party. Before this date the women of North­
borough spun at their houses and carried to Rev. Mr. \Vhitney's house one day 172 skeins 
of 2233 knot-;, and a few other articles, for their pastor. The number of women was 45. 

Sept. 26, 1781.-Rev. Reuben Puffer was ordained at Berlin, then Bolton south precinct; 
he preached there 48 years. Ile died April 9th, 1829, aged 74 years. 

Sept. 26, 1794.-Fre<lerick Adolphus Packard was born in Marlhorough; graduated at 
Harvard College in 1814; wac; a representative from Springfield, Mass., in 1828 and 1829. 
He was elected president of Girard College. He died No\'. I 1, 1867, aged 73 years. 

Sept. 26, 1876.-Fair and exhibition at Hudson, Mass. Some antiquarian contributions 
from Charles Brigham of that town, of chairs, forks, saddle bags, etc. 

Sept. 27, 1854.-Frederic \Villiam Gale, Esq., was lost at sea with his wife and. child on 
the steamship Arctic, with 300 passengers. He was horn in Northborough and was a lnwyer. 
llis age ,yas 38 years. Ile taught school one winter in Marlborough. 

Sept. 27, 1861.- High winds-a windy clay. Cyrus Felton's large pear tree was blown 
down. 

Sept. 28, 1830.-Military muster. A muster near and westerly of the Unitarian meeting­
house in Marlborough. Aaron Brigham was colonel of the regiment and Ephraim Howe 
was Lieutenant Colonel, both natives and citizens of the town. 

Sept. 29, I 779.-Samuel Witt, Sen., of Marlborough, died, aged probably 85 to 90 yea.rs. 
l Ie was a prominent man; Selectman ten years; representative twenty years, between 1744 
and 1770. fJis last wife, Mrs. Susanna \Vitt, died Dec. 18, 1794, aged 96 years. 

Sept. 29, 1862.-Firc in \Vestborough. Two h::trns burned. Two barns in the easterly 
p:ut of the town, within a foot of each other, were destroyed by fire. One owned by Joel 
F. Anclrcws w:u; not insured, the other, owned by Dexter Brigham, was insured. 

OCTOBER. 

Oct. 1, 1799.-A post office establi~hed in Marlhorougr.. j~seph Brigham, Esq., ,,~as 
appointed postmaster. Mr. Brigham was a lawyer, and we believe the first one that settled 
in town. In January, 1795, he married a daughter of Capt. Moses \Voods of Marlborough. 
Before I 799, some letters for Marlborough people were found at \Vorcester post office. 

Oct. 1, 1879.-Onc of the warmest October days for years. More like an August cl:ly. 
Thermometer from 8o to 90 degrees; continued warm for several days. 

Oct. 2, 1699.-New bridge. The town of ~Iarlborough voted to build a new bridge over 
Assabet river, on the Lancaster road. They chose Eleazur Howe and Joseph Howe "to be 
foremen to carry on the work of hewing, framing and raising the above said bridge. They 
shall be allowed two shillings ancl sixpence per day.,, 

Oct. 3, 166&-The year three sixes came together, Re\'. \Vm. Brimsmead was ordained 
an<l settled in Marlborough. I Iis salary was £40. A church w:is instituted the same <lay. 

Oct. 3 anc.l 4, 184 I .-A remarkable storm. A violent :in<l destructive storm, with snow at 

the close of it. 
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. Octc ~ 18o2.-Aaron ~laynard horn 'in Marlborough. Iii~ Ji~t Almanac was printed lot 

1846. He continued puhl~shing almanacs four or si~ years. He died in town, May 15, 1872, 
aged 6g years. 

· Oct. 4, 1843.-A cattle ~bow and fair at Westborough. 
Oct. 4, 1871.-Auction. Great sale of cattle at J. C. Converse'~ Chestnut !!ill Farm, 

Southborough. · 
· OcL 5, 1777 . .:...Sunday. Cap~ Wm. Morse and company of 52 men from Marlborough 
~d this day to march to the relief of the army near Saratoga. Alphcus Woods, one of 
the company, says, "Set out about thr~ o'clock P. M. and travelled to Shrewsbury, about 7 
miles, and lodged at Mr. Farrer's tavern." The company arrived at Saratoga the 17th of 
October, the day that Burgoyne's army surrendered, and ~w his "army march off and lay-
down their a.rms." · · 

Oct. 5, 1862.-:-Fire in Westborough Sunday evening. George H. Raymond's greal and 
valuable barn, about one-half mile westerly of Westborough village, wa.c; burned; It was 
110 feet in length: 

1 Qct. 6, 1846.-Accident. Dea. John Pond of Hopkinton·was run over by a train of cars, 
and instantly killed, on the Boston and Worcester railroad. An up train had just passed, he 
being on the track looking at it, when a down train terminated his life. 

Ocl- 6, 1848.-A great Free Soil meeting in Marlborough. Upwards .. or 8oo persons 
present. 

Oct. 7, 1846.-Concord cattle show. One pair of fat oxen from Marlborough, whose 
weight was 4000 pounds, and one s•yea.r-old ox from the same town, 2366 pounds, were on 
exhibition. 

Oct. 9, 1799.-Rev. Jeroboam Parker, a nativ~ of Southborough, wa.C'i ordained pastor of 
the society_ in that town. He preached 31 years. He died March 22, r 850, aged 81 years. 

OcL 9, 1830.-Fire. A woolen factory burnt at Grafton. 
Oct. 9, i870.-Rev. Simon T. Aldrich discoursed in the new Town hall in Marlborough, 

ten days before it was dedicated. Mr. Aldrich, Rev. Calvin Stebbins, and Rev. Charles R. 
Treat, each delivered two or three sermons Sunday evenings the next three months to full 
houses, in the new Town hall. 

Oct. 10, 1740.-pied in Marlborough, Col. Ilenjamin \Voods, aged 49 years. He w:is 
Justice of the Peace, and a prominent man, and probably the leading person in town in oppo· 
sition to Rev. Benjamin Kent continuing to be the minister of the town. His son of the 
same name was a Justice of the Peace in Marlborough in 1754 :md 1757. 

Oct. 10, 1752.-New style. Wednesday, Joseph Hapgood, of Marlborough, carried some 
grain to Josiah Howe's grist mill on Fort Meadow brook, nnd Mr. Howe could not attend to 
grinding it, as he was breaking up ground with 20 oxen. Mr. Hapgood went the next day 
and helped him break up, and Mr. Howe ground his grist. 

Oct. I 1, 1774--Tuesday. At Concord, met the first independent legislatureJ it is said, in 
. Massachusetts, and in America. John Hancock was chosen President, and Benjamin Lin• 
coin Secretary. Adjourned Friday, Oct. 14, 1774. 

Oct. 11, 1818.--Capt. Daniel Brigham, of Marlborough, died, aged 58 years. He was n 
tanner, and a prominent man; filled every office in town; was Town Clerk 7 years, Assessor 
6 years, Treasurer a dozen ye~rs, Sdeci:man 18years, and represented the town 10 years in 
the General Court. He married Thahkf,,1 Brigham and hacl 13 children, and they were all 
present at their father~s- funeral. 

Oct. 11, 1821.-A Military Muster at Lancaster, Mass. 
Oct. 11, 1843.-Cattle show at Worcester. Several distinguished persons were present, 

and among them were ex•Presidcnt Van lluren, ex-Vice President R. M. Johnson, Govern­
ors Marcy of N. Y., Hubbard of N. II., Clevelan<l of ~nn., arnl Morton of Mass. 

Oct. I 1, 1876.-Gates Academy and Marlborough I ligh School Reunion. Addresses by 
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Hon. Frank B. Fay, of Chelsea, Dea. D. B. Goodale, Dea. S. H. Howe, Rev. E. A. Perry 
and W. F. Brigham, Esq. 

Oct. 12, 17o8.-Jonathan Johnson, Jr., was killed by Indians on or near Jericho Hill, in 
Marlborough, aged 41 years. He had a large family of children. He and his brother, 
\Vm. Johwson, were constables that year. A town meeting was called the 25th of the same 
month, to choose a constable in place of Jonathan Johnson, Jr., who was "barbarously slain," 
and chose John Newton, Jr. 

Oct. 12, 1711-The year with three ones-a new meeting-house was built in Marll?orough. 
The date is the date of the first town meeting· made upon the town books, relating to the new 
meeting-house. They had raised an<l appr~priated £250 before this date, and had expend­
eed £386 before Nov. JO, 1711, in building the new meeting-house. This house stood 99 
years, until it was taken down in 1\-lay, 1810. 
_ Oct. 12, 1828.-Sunday. Sudden death. Wm. Arnold, a blacksmith, sank down in his 
pew, in the west meeting-house in Marlborough, and expired almost instantly. Aged 63 
years. 

Oct. 12, 1761.-Accident. Daniel M. Gates, of Northborough, by jumping out of a 
wagon after the shaft had broken when descending a hill, received injuries from which he 
died the next day. 

Oct. 14, 1663.-First marriage recorded on Marlborough Town Records. Jonathan 
Johnson, the town blacksmith, who had 30 acres of land given him, south of the meeting-
house, married Miss Mary Newton, daughter of Richard Newton of Marlborough. _ 

Oct. 14, 1847.-Fire in Hopkinton. About 3 o'clock P. M., Enos King's shop, barn and 
two horses were burnt. Insured in part. Supposed to have been set. 

Oct. 14, 1851.-Cattle Show and Ploughing ~1atch at Framingham. 
Oct. 14, 1855.-Fire in Westborough. Sunday evening about 9 o'clock, John W. Forbes' 

two barns with all their contents were destroyed. · 
Oct. 14, 1868.-The first Town Fair in Shrewsbury. They continued them yearly with 

good success. ·-
Oct. 15, 1730.-A Fast kept in ~1arlborough for Rev. Robert Breck, on account of his 

sickness. He preached his last sermon September 6th, last month. Number of ministers 
present at the Fast. Mr. Breck died Jan. 6th, 1731, aged49 years. 

Oct. 15, 1875.-Cyrus Felton's unoccupied dwelling house was burnt hy an incendiary. 
It was 20 by 38 feet, formerly a school house. 

Oct. 15, 18j6.-Sunday. First snow storm. From two to three inches of damp snow, a 

cold day and night. The next morning, ice was made one inch in thickness. 
OcL 16, 1820.-Delegates chosen to revise the Slate Constitution. Marlborough /;hose 

Joel Cranston, Esq., and Dea. Benjamin Rice. The convention convened the next month in 
Boston •. 

Oct. 17, I 798.-Sudden death. Ur. Stephen Ball, Sen., of Northborough, while standing 
in his room, fell instantly dead of apoplexy. Aged 63 years. 

Oct. 18, 1874.-Rev. Rufus ~purr Pope preached two sermons in Marlborough. He re­
sided in the town 40 or 50 years before this date. 

Oct. 19, 1771.-Dr. Jeremiah Robinson of Marlborough died, aged 59 years. He prac­
ticed in town 25 or more years. Ire married in 1746. His eldest son, Thomas Amsde~ 
Robinson, was born in 1748, and was the first child born in ~farlborough that had a double 
or middle name. 

Oct. 19, 1840.-Celebration in Marlburuugh of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis in J 781. 
It took place northeast of the Academy building, un the southern slope of the Indian Hill. 

Oct. 16, 1853.-Cornwallis day celehratecl at Clinton, ~fass. 
Oct. 20, 1701.-An hour glass. ·.ljic town of Marlborough voted in town meeting to 

have an hour glass to hang up in the pulpit, and that James Hosmer procure an iron case 
and stand for the hour glass. 
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0cL'20, 1847.-Fire in South Framingham. C.H. Barber's grocery and grain store with 

200 bushels of com were d~oyed. Loss 3000 dollars. Insurance 1500 dollars. 
OcL 21, 1846.-The ··County Commissioners viewed and bcated a town way in Marl­

borough, now called South Street. They set _the land damages at 58o dollars. 
Oct. 22, 187_2.-Gen. Walter Harriman of New Hampshire addressed in the Town hall, 

Marlboro.ugh, one of the largest gatherings of that political campaign. 
OcL 23, 1843.--Col. Joseph Davis, of Northborough, died, aged 6g years. Had been 

Justice of the Peace, Representative and Senator for Worcester County. 
·· Oct. 25, 1794--Alpheus Woods, of Marlborough died, aged 67 years, 8 months. Ile 

was a prominent man in town, frequently put on important committees during the Revolution 
and ye~ afterwards. In October, 1777, _he was a soldier, and marched in CapL Morse's 
company to Saratoga, and kept a diary during the expedition. He married Millicent Howe,­
and had J 2 children before 1774, and four of his sons' had middle names, and two of them 
were soldiers in the war of the Revolution. Mr .. woods was an Assessor and Selectman for 
few years. It is said he left many manuscripts of events that transpired•in his day. 

OcL 25, 1861.-Fair weather up to this date. F~ost this morning; ice 3-4 of an inch; 
thermometer 25 degrees. 

Oct. 26, 1873.-Evening. A wedding in the Unitarian church, Marlborough, John W, 
PoPp and Mrs. Sarah Smith, widow of late Stepheµ Smith of this town; The ho115t: was 
crowded; every standing place occupied, and many could not get into the house. 

Oct. 27, 18oo.---Gen. Artemus Ward, of Shrewsbury, died, aged 73 years. Jcirst Major 
General in the Anny of 1775; many years a Representative, also a ~-=mber of Congress. 

OcL 28, 1S6g.-Rev. F. L. Hosmer, of South Framingham, was ordained junior pastor 
of the Unitarian Society at Northborough . . 

OcL 28, 1872.-Erastus P. Dart, of the firm of Dart & Company's express, died in Marl-
borougli, aged 43 years. 

OcL 28, 1874--Church celebration at Westborough. The 150th .Anniversary, and 150 
years since Rev. Ebenezer· Parkman was settled in that town. A large delegation to West• 
borough,lfrom the Union Society of Marlborough. The address by Rev. H. P. De Forest of 
Westborough. . 

Oct. 29, 1837.-The distinguished Rev. Walter Balfour preached in Marlborough. 
Oct. 30, 1816._.:_Rev. Josep~ Allen was settled as pastor of the Northborough Society. 

Fifty years afterwards, 30th of Oct., 1866, he preached his half-century sermon and had it 
printed. 

Oct. 30. 1850.-Excursion to Boston to visit the exhibition of Whipple's Dissolving Views. 
OcL JO, 1872:-Stephen Smith, Esq., died in Marlborough, aged 64 years. Death caust:d 

by being thrown from a wagon. He was a lumber merchant of the fir,n of S. & A. Smith. 
He had been an Assessor in the town. 

Oct. 31, 1787.-Fatal accident at Northborough. Capt. Bezeleel Ec"\ger,_aged 74 years, 
'was thrown from his ho1se and died in half an hour. lie represented Westborough in the 
General Court, before Northborough was made a town. 

OcL 31, 1859.-The Orthodox Congregational meeting-house in Lincoln was destroyed 
by fire, and by an incendiary. 

Oct. 31, 1874.-Mrs. Mary A. Livermore lectured in Marlborough, on ~larriage, against 
Free Love. 

Oct. 31, 1877.-The County Commissioners were viewing Lincoln Street in west part of 
Marlborough. 
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NOVEMBER. 

Nov. 1, 1753.-Thanksgiving Day in Massachusetts. Ahout the middle of the last cen­
tury the annual Thanksgivings were appointed, and took place before or about the middle of 
November. In 1751, Nov. 18th, new style, ancl in 1752, Nov. 16th, new style, were Thank~ 
giving days. 

Nov. 2, 18o8.-Bev. Sylvester F. Bucklin received ordination, and was settled in the east 
village of Marlborough. Ile preached for the Society about 25 years. 

Nov. 3, 1858.-Celebration in Marlborough of the 50th anniversary of the ordination of 
Rev. Mr. Ducklin. He died in May, 186o. · 

Nov. 2, 1843.-Fire near the north cast corner of 1-""ramingham. About 8 o'clock, A. M., 
Mr. Gibbs' house was entirely consumed. Suppose it took from some defect in the chimney. 
No insurance. 

· Nov. 2, 1859.-The depot at Assabet, on the Marlborough Branch Railroad was burnt. 
Nov. 2, 1878.-Dr. Edward F. Barnes died aged 6g years, 8 months .. He had been a 

physician in Marlborough 35 years. For several years served as one of the inspecting 
school committee. He had a remarkable memory of dates and events. The pall bearers 
were all p~ysicians of the town. 

Nov. ·3, 1819.-Rev. Seth Alden, ordained pastor of the West parish in ~-larlborough. 
He preached in that town 15 years. He was born in Bridgewater, and graduated at Har­
vard College in 1814- He was a descendent of John Alden and John Carver, pilgrims 
·of 1620. 

Nov. 3, 1834.-Phineas Davis, Esq., of Northborough died, aged 62 years. He was a 
prominent man. He was father of Hon. Isaac Davis of Worcester. 

Nov. 3, 1853.-Powdcr mill explosion in Spencer in the A. M:; were about 6o kegs of 
powder in the mill. There were 8 men killed. The mill was owned by Lewis Bemis, Esq. 

Nov. 4, 1847.-Fatal accident at Bolton. Daniel Sawyer, a worthy farmer, was run over 
by his oxen and killed. He was 66 years of age. 

~ 

Nov. 4, 1868.~rand torchlight procession i~ r.farlborough in honor of General Grant's 
election as President. 

Nov. 5, 1777.-Wednesday. Gen. llurgoyne and the llritish and Hessian troops in 
Marlborough. Gen. Burgoyne and the British lodged in town last night, and left on the 
Hoston road in the A. M. The Hessians arri\'cd in the P. M., and tarried all night, and 
marched toward Boston the next day. 

Nov. 6, 1844.-Seth J. Thomas, Esq., of Charlestown, gave an address in the Town hall, 
Marlborough. · He discussed ihe tariff and other political que~tions. 

• Nov. 6, 1849.-Concert in Marlborough. Swiss bell ringers _or band. Also in town 
September 21, 1852. 

Nov. 6, 1858.-Hon. Horace Greeley, editor of the N. Y. Trilnme, lectured in Marl­
borough Town hall to a large audience. 

Nov. 5, 1875 and Nov. 3, ·1876.-Fircman's muster or tri~ls in Marlborough of engines, 
Nos. 1 and 2. Torrent and Okommakamesit. Distance, 204 and ~6 feet. 

Nov. 7, 1859.-Rev. Henry \Vard Beecher lectured in Marlborough Town hall, the first 
in a course of lectures this season. 

Nov. 7, 186o.- Died in Marlborough, Deacon Ezekiel Bruce, age 76 years. He was one 
of the selectmen several years, and a reprcsentatiYc in 1840 and 1842. 

Nov. 7, 1877.-James Parton lectured in Marlborough before "The Farmers' and Me­
chanics', :it Fairmount hall. Topic "Kings of Business." 

Nov. 8, 1852.-Vote in Marlho_rough. It is expedient to choose delegates for the pur­
pose of revising or altering the constitution of Mass.'lchusetts. Yeas, 357; nays, 197. The 
vote ta~en in 1851,stood, yeas, 194; nays, 143. Jn March 1853, Deacon Isaac Itnydcn 
was chosen a clelegat~ to rn~et in conv~ntion~ 
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N~. 8, 1865.-Fire in Bolton, near Fcltonville. Two barns hdonging to David Coolidge 

were burned. Some chilclr~n were in the barn at the time, playing, and it wa,; supposed 
they accidentally set them on ti.re. 

N'>v. 9, 1871, and a week, till Nov. 14.-The Drummer Uoy entertainment in the J\,larl­
borough Town Hall, by Post 43, G. A. R., with great success . 

. Nov. 9 and 10, 1872.-The great fire Hoston was seen in :\Jarluorough. Of the 24 
boot and shoe timi:; in Marluorough, all but one had the Boston goods burned. The writer 
of this record was assessed oi1 immrance policies, $46. 

Nov. 10, 1873.-Charles llrn<llaugh, a Republican of Englan<l, lccturecl in Marlborough. 
Nov. 11, 1778.-A church organized at l\farlhorough, New I lampshire. Some citizens 

of Marlborough, Mass., settled in that town. 
Nov. I 1, 1833.-The vote in l\·larll>orough un the Amcu<l1m:11t Lu tlu: Constitution, adopt­

ing the third :uticJe of the llill of Rights. For the Amendment, 147 votes; against it, 
only 5 votes. It was adopted by the: people in the state by a large majority. 

Nov. II and 12, 1837.-0ne of the most promim:nt temperance lecturers in Middlesex 
County, Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, lectured both days iu Marlborough. 

Nov. 11, 1850.-:-The substance of Resolutions passed this day in Town Meeting. They 
were read by Richard Farwell, Esll· Massachusetts cannot become the hunting ground for 
slaves. "We most' decidedly disapprove of the Fugitive Slave Law, and will not aid, but will 
in :ill suitable and proper ways, r-esist its execution.'~ llut very few voted~ nay. 

Nov. 11, 1875.-The G. A. l{. Fair an<l Baby Show in Fairmount Hall, Marlborough. 
Nov. 12, 1867.-Wendell Phillips lectured in Marlborough, on "Al>out Life in the Street~ 

of Europe." 
Nov. 12, 1868.-Miss Anna lJi~kinson lcctun:d in Marlborough Town Hall to a crowded 

audience, on "A Struggle fer Life.,, 
Nov: 14, 1853.-Vote in Marlborough on the new Constitution made this year, by a con­

vention of <lelegatt.-s at Hoston. Ye~.-., 261, tu 120 against it. 
Nov. 15, 1826.-A new meeting house in Dcrlin dedicated. Sermon by the pastor, Rev. 

Reuben Puffer. 
Nov. 15, 1857.-l{cv. Levi llrigham, a native of :Marlburuugh, preached in the Union 

church in that town, the pastor Rev. l.:C\'i A. Field being one of the he~rcrs. Since that 
time Mr. llrigham has preached several time~ from the same pulpit. 

Nov. 16, 1803.-Col. Edwa~d Barnes uf :\Iarlboruugh c.licd, ~gcd 59 yen.rs. He graduated 
at Harvard College in I 764; he was J ustk~ of the Pc:-ice an<l a prominent m:m in town; 
he was one of the scl~ctmcn few years, an a~scssor for 20 year:-;, and represented the town in 
the General Court, 8 years. 

Nov. 16, 1836.-Powder mill cxplusiun. .\buut ~ 1-2 u'duck .\ :\1., the powder mill at 
.~cton was blown up, and 4 were killed. There was supposed to have hcen hctwccn 1200 and 
1500 pounds of powder exploded. Thc-'.mill was swept to its fuumlatiun, _and fragments 
scattered Jikc leaves hcfure ~l wind. { 

Nov. 16, 1841.-Uencuu Nahum Fay '.of Northborough died, aged 84 years. Unc of her 
prominent citizens; was Justice of the peace many years, allll Tuwn Clerk 41 years. 

Nov. 16, 1876.-Vcdication. Joseph :\tanning's new box factory was dedicated in the 
evening, by a social gathciing and dance; Ilolcler ,.\ Baker':-; hand furnished music. The 
building 8o hy 100 feet was illumhrnted. .:\bout 500 present. 1 Jc<lication only 9 month~ 
after he lost twu milk; by tire. 

~ov. 171 J 879.-Grand .:\rmy Fair ~ommencelL Upcncd in the e\'cning in 2\1:lrlhurough 
Town hall; also appeared "Pictorial 11/ar//,oro," of 32 pages, mul 38 illustrations of build­
ings in town. The great fair closed N'o\'. 25, in the evening. 

Nov. 18, 186g.-Thanksgiving hy the appointment of President (.;rant. ~-tany New 
England people said it was one wc~k tou \;:\rly. Services in Marlborough in the Union 
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church by Mr. horrity of Lawrence, in the Universalist church hy ){ev. Calvin Stebbins of 
.Marlborough. 

Nov. 19, 1868.-Theodore Tilton lectured in M~rlhorough Town hall tu a large audience, 
''The True Statesmanship." 

Nov. 20, 178g.-Lie11t. Jacoh Felton of Marlhorough died, aged 77 years. I le had lived 
in town 50 years, and heen one of the selectmen. Two clays aftcrwnrcls, the 22, his sister 
Mrs. Hnnnnh Howe <lied, in the same town, aged 73 years. They were hoth buried in one 
day, in the two oldest cemeteries in Marlhorough. _ 

Nov. 20, 1877.-Mrs. Mary A. Livermore lectured in Fairmount hall, Marlhorough, be­
fore the Farmers' and Mechanics' cluh. Subject, "The Coming Man." 

Nov. 21, 1861.~Thanksgiving clay appointed hy Gov. Andrew, the :mnivers.-iry of the 
. Pilgrims signing on hoard the May Flower. There were three hoys drowned in Harvard, 
while skating, one son of Jonathan F. Hapgood, and two sons of Josiah Rand. 

Nov. 22, 1840.-Fire at Weston. G. W. Cutting's store with all his stock of good" con­
sumed ~y fire. No insurance. 

Nov. 22, 1865.-Rev. Hiram C. Dugan was installed as pastor of the L1.wrcnce church 
· in Felton ville, now Hudson . 

. Nov. 22, 1876.-The fi~t public meeting of the Marlborough Historical and Geneological 
·society at Fairmount hall. Dr. Edward F. Barnes, the President. Rev. Horatio Alger of 
Natick, formerly of Marlborough, read Hon. Charles Hudson's address, who wa." not present 
on.account of illness. It was ahout ''The fate of the Indian Tribes." 

Nov. 23, 1852.-Dedication of a new \Vadsworth Monument at Sudbury. Adclres.c; by 
Gov. George S. Boutwell. Height of Monument 30 feet. The snow broke clown \Vright's 
tent. 

Nov. 24, 1863.-Weclding and golden wedding in Marlborough. Celebration of the 
golden wedding of Samuel and Edith (Guilford) C..nipman. Nov. 25th, was Tha~ksgh·ing 
in 1813. The closing· part of the festivities was the marriaj?e of their grancli;on George E. 
Chipman to Miss Nellie L. Mahan. ·--~ 

Nov. 27, 1754.-Rev. David Ilarnes, son of I>eacon Daniel Bnrnes of Marlborough was 
ordnined at Scituate, Mass. He graduated at IIarvarcl College in 1752; he was honore<l 
with a degree of D. D. in 1783. He died Ap~l 26t~, 1811, aged 8o years. 

Nov. 28, 186o.-Dedication at Northho~ough. The new Bapti~t meeting house wru. 
dedic:tted. Sermon by the pastor, Rev. Silas Ripley. 

Nov. 28, 1865.-Ex-Governor (;eorgc S. nout\\·.ell Jecturecl in M:i.rlhorough, on "Recon­
struction of the South." 

Nov. 29, 1861. Died at Roxbury, Abraham F. Howe, Esq., aged. 78 yc::rs. He was 
known many years as a successful auctioneer. His remains were interred ,lt Northboro', his 
native town·. When a young man we suppose he~ attenclecl store in Marlhorough sever:11 

. t . ' 
years. _ . , 

Nov~ 29, 1875.-Monday evening. Conunemo~tion services in Marll19rough Town hall 
in honor of the late Vice-President, Henry \Vilson,. who died Nov. 22d, aged ~3 years. 

Nov. 30, 1839.-Fatal accident on the Boston and \Vorcester railroad .at ~ingharn. 
A deaf man named Pratt, aged 75 years, whe1~ standing between the rails, "\s instantly 
killed. 
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DECEMBER. 

Dec. 1, 1699.-Jonathan Johnson, Sen., was chosen schoolmaster for the! town of Marl­
borough. He was" carefully to teach all youth that are sent to him to read and write and 
cast accounts." He commenced keeping the 11th clay of December in his own house. The 
next year 1700 he kept in the new school house, the first school house built in Marlborough. 
For his years service as schoo~master, tobave 14 lbs. in money. Mr. Johnson was present 
~nd signed to this agreement. 

Dec. 1, 1703.-Benjamin Choate commenced keeping school in Marlborough. Ile 
taught 4 months. He came Crom Chebacco, Essex county, Mass., and was a relation of 
Rufus Cboate's ancestor. He graduated at Harvard College a few months before he com­
menced teaching in Marlborough. He became a minister and settled at Newington, N. II. 

Dec. 2, 1859.-An indignation meeting in Marlborough Town hall, relating to the exe­
cution of John Brown in Va., a martyr to the cause 9f Human Liberty. 

Dec. 2, 1865.-A series of articles on "Sc~ools" commenced in the Alarlboro-llfirror 
paper, and continued alm~st weekly for 3 or 4 months. They were, most of them, written 
by the clergymen of the town. 

Dec. 2, 186g.-_-Theodore Tilton's third and last lecture in the old Town hall, now Fulton 
bl~k. 

Dec. 3, 186o.-Dr. J. G. Holland (''Timothy Titcomb") lectured in' Marlborough to a 
full house. Subject, "Self Helpers." 

Dec. 3, 1854.-Sunday evening. A furious gale nn<l storm of win<l, snow :m<l rain in 
New England~ Part of the unfinished depot of Marlborough branch railroad w:1s blown 
<lown. 

Dec. 3, 1878.-Re-dc<lication of the Town hall in Marlborough, after being altered, 
repaired an<l strengthened. The upper h~ll is ~ow used hy Post 43, G. A. R. 

Dec. 5, 1819.-"\Vedding in Marlborough, Sunday after Thanksgiving." Rev. Robert 
L. Killam married Miss Phrebe S. Rice of Marlborough. Their oldest child was horn in 
the same town in October 1820, married Benjamin Jacobs of South Scituate. Mr. Killam 
removed to Attleboro in 1822; in 1829 to \Vest Scituate where he died Dec. 25th, 1866, 
aged 76 years. Mrs. Killam died in 1859, aged 70 years. 

Dec. 5, 1835.-Shocking accident at Unionville (now Ashland). Joseph Proctor aged 
25 years, who was employed in Shepard's paper factory wa." so hadly hurt, having one of his 
legs below the knee tom. off, that he dic<l a few days aftcrw:trds. Ile was caught by the 
leg and drawn up and over the main shaft. 

Dec. 5, 1836.-Monument. The corner stone of the monument al Concord was bid with 
appropriate ceremonies. 

Dec. 5, 187r-Died in Franklin, Dr. Oliver Dean, founder of Dean Ac:ulemy in that 
town, aged 88 years, 9 months. Dr. Dean resided in Framingham sc\'cral rears. 

Dec. 6; 1714.-Hour glass. The town of Marlborough paid one shilling and 4 pence 
for an hour glass that had been purchased for the school house. 

Dec. 6, 1772.:-nenjamin Sawin married Martha Howe, daughter of Col. Cyprian Howe, 
all of Marlborough. lie was many years a tavern keeper; he was, we believe the tir~t and 
only person who ever held the office of General in Marlborough. l le was a delegate with 
Jonas Morse to the convention to ratify the constitution of the United Stah:s in 1788. 

Dec~ 6, 1861.--The Onamog Division of Sons of Temperance of l\larlhorough cele­
brated their second anniversary. Of ladies and gentleman about 225 were present at the 
meeting. 

Dec. 8, 1765.-Eli Whitney, the inventor of the cotton gin was born at \Vestborough. 
His inventive genius trebled in value the cotton lands of the South,-said Judge Johnson 
of South Carolina many years ago. Mr. \Vhitney dit=cl Jan. 8, 1825, aged 59 years. 

Dec. 8, 1870.-Rev. M. T. Maguire the Catholic minister of Marlborough, <lied in Jack-
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sonvtlle, Florida, aged 44 years, funeiat in Marlhorough. lie wa.-. hurled in Mount J>le:1..-..1.nt 
Cemetery. 

Dec. 9, 1782.-Rev. Ebenezer Parkman of \Vestborough died, a.ged 79 years. He 
preached in that town 58 years; he married a <laughter of Rev. Rohert Breck of ?-farl­
borough. 

Dec. 9, 1863.-An incident at Northborough. The funeral of Capt. Joel Bartlett and 
his wife Sarah Bartlett. Private. services first held afthc· house, and public services at the 
Unitarian church. It was said, it was the first instance in that town, of a man anc\ his wife 
being buried at the same time, and in the same grave. Capt. Bartlett had been a prominent 
m3)1 in his native town; been representative 4 years, and selectman several years. . . 

Dec. 10, 1878. -Great rain storm with freshets and floods in some places. C<lmmence<l 
the clay with snowing and raining at night, and continued till the next morning. It was said 
to have been the most disastrous storm since 1869. 

Dec. 11, 1878.-The Second, or Peoples National Bank of Marlborough was authorized 
to commence, and did commence the busi~ess of Banking in M:arlborough in January 1879. 
John L. Stone, cashier, Elbridge Howe, President. 

Dec. 13, 1870.-The Ladies Grand Army Relief Socie!J, Post 43 organized in ~1arl­
hcrough. Object, to relieve the wants of families of soldiers. 

Dec. 14, 1871.-Gen. Joseph Hawley of Ct., spoke in Fairmount hall, Marlborough, 
about "Rings and Lohbyites." · 

Dec. I 5, 1863.-Prof. Wm. Denton commenced another ~ries of lectures in Marlborough 
Town hall on Geology. The lectures were largely attended. He gave about one a week. 

Dec. 15, 1863.-The first National Bank of Marlborough was authorized to comm<:nce 
the business of Banking under the Act of Congress of Feb. 25, ·1863, to provide a national 
currency, Mark Fay, President; Edmund C. \Vhitney, Cashier. 

Dec. 161 I 795.-Dea. Simon Stowe of Marlborough died, aged 74 years. lie was a 
Justice of the Peace, and served the town 3 years as a representative; during.the revolution­
ary war in January 178o, he was appointed agent-for Middlesex county, to ascertain the cur­
rent ~onthly prices of corn, beef, sheep, wool, and sole leather, and make a report twice a 
year into the Secretary's office. There was one appointed in each county. 

Dec. 16, 1835.-0r<lination that cold day. Rev. \Vm. Barry, aged 30 years, was in­
stalled p:,stor of the First Parish in Framingham, where he preached 10 years. 1 f c puh­
lished in 1847 :t History of .Framingham, containing 450 pages. 

Dec. 16, 1868.-Professors Rockwell, and Hurlbert horse trainers, were in ~b.rlhorough. 
Dec. 17, 18 aml 19, 1856.-All zero mornings. From 5 to 20 degrees below m ~me 

places. . 
Dec. 17, 1861.-Fire in Northhorough. Ahout I o'clock P. ·M., the dwelling house of 

Alonzo B. Ilowe wa.c:; burnt. Cause, a defect in the chimney, No insurance. 
Dec. 17, 1863.-D:miel F. Murphy, of Marlborough, delivered the fifth of a .series of 

lectures before the Irish Union Association in that town. 
Dec. 18, 1777.-Thc year with three figures alike, was Thanksgiving in Mass. 
Dec. 18, 1788.-Marlborough, First vote for Presidential electors, and for mcmher of 

Congress. Frances Dana had 35 votes; Eleazur Brooks, 34 votes; scattering, I 3. For . 
~ember of Congrcss,NathanielGorham, 39votes; Elbridge Gerry, 25 votes, and John Brooks, 
4 votes. No choice for member of Congress that month. · 

Dec. 18, 1865.-Golden wedding.' Mr. and Mrs. John Glazier's gol<len wedding; it was 
said was the first public celebration of the kind in Northborough. Ile had hecn in that 
town 25 years, and known as an honest miller. Among the presents hvo hlack walnut chairs, 
a gold mo.untecf cane, and for Mrs. Glazier, a solid gold thimble and some money. 

Dec. 18, 1866.-Rev. Mrs. Phebe A. Hanaford, author of a life of Mr. Linculn, gave 
one of a course of lectures in the Universalist church, Marlborough. 



Dec. 18, 1873.-Thursday evening. Ordination and i'lstallation u( Rev. Joseph H. Weeks, 
at the Univers.i.list church ~n Marlhorou~h. Sermon hy Rev. C. ll. Leonard, of Tufts Col­
lege. ·· 

Dec. 19, 1869.-Services for the first time in th~ basement of the new Catholic church, 
on Prospect street, Marlborough. 

Dec. 20, 1866.-Dedication of memorial ~ahlets in Bolton Toi·n hall, of deceased soldiers; 
the address by Dr. George B. Loring of S:tlem. 

pee. 21, 1865.-Rev. Edwin H. Chapin of New York, lectured in Marlhorough. Sub­
ject, ''The Age of Iron." Ile had lectured several times in town hefore this elate. 

Dec. 21, 1869.-Samuel L. Clemens ("Mark Twain") lectured at Hudson, Mass. : 
Dec. 21, 1871.-Dr. Stephen ~all of Boston died, where he had practiced medicine for 

30 years He formerly practiced in Northborough his native town, where his fathet and 
grandfather, of the same full name, practiced medicine many years. 

Dec. 22, 1871.-Mrs. Mary A. Livermore lecturecl in Fairmount hall, Marlborough. 
Subject, "What shall we do with our Daughters." 

1 Dec. 24, 1711.-There was a committee of 13 chosen in Marlborough to seat the new 
meeting house erected that season. The committee was Deacon Joseph Newton, Samuel 
Goodnow. Sen., Thomas Rice, Sen., John Bellows, John Sherman, Samuel \Vheelock, John 
Keyes,~ilsaac Temple, Abraham Eager, C.1.leh Rice, John :\f aynard, John \Voocls, Jr., and 
Jonathan Brigham. A committee was aftenvards chosen once in ahout 5 years, and con­
tinued to be thus chosen every fifth year until 1 &:>o. 

Dec 24, 1861.-John Goodn9w died at Boston, aged 70 years. He was the founder of 
the "Goodnow Library," at Sudbury, his native town. Ilis donation was 20,000. He was 
son of John Goodnow the centenarian, nncl last Jiving revolutionary soldier in Massa­
chusettc;. 

Dec. 24, at night and 25, 1872.-The mercury 11 degrees helow zero; the next cfay 26th, 
a severe snow storm. Marlborough late trains on hoth roatls were snow hound. 

Dec. 25th, 1868.-In the night. I Ion l\tilo I lilclreth & Co's. factory :tt Northhorough, 
• 

was broken into and robbed of jewelry. They hrokc open, with powder, n large burglar-
proof safe. Loss, from 6 to $10,000. The selectmen ancl Mr. Ililclrcth offered n. reward 
of t,500. 

Dec. 25, 1873.-Re-union of the Holman family at Elbridge Howe's residence in Marl­
borough. Mrs. Howe, who died in 1876, was the youngest of 9 daughters of As.'\ Holman 
of Bolton, Mass. About 50 present at the gathering; the ):1st re-union hefore this, took 
place in Ointon in 1855. 

Dec. 26, 1854.-The annual meeting of the Agricultural Branch Railroad company was 
held at the Town hall, in Marlhorough; the rails were laicl up _to ~outh Marlborough. 

Dec. 28, 1733.-Antipas ~tewart was horn in ::\Jarlhorough. · Ile graduated at Harvard 
College in I 700. He was the lirst settled minister at Lmllow, ~fass; he died at Belcher­
to~n in March; !8!~ nged 8o years. · 

Dec. 28, 1846.-The town of Marlborough ,·otcd to irnrchase a safe for the security of 
the town records and i>apers, the selectmen and clerk, a committee to procure the safe. 

Dec. 28, 1865.-Fire in Northhorough. A brick school house in the east district, near 
Stephen Howe's place was burnt in the evening. The hooks :md maps were all savecl. The 
fire was first discovered in the wood house. 

Dec. 29, 1711.-Lietitenant Abraham \Villiams of :\fa.rlhorongh died, aged 84 years. 
He was many years town clerk and selectman, ancl served in hoth, the year of his decease; 
he also represented the town in the General Court. I le li\'ed near M:trlhorough pond 
where his grandson, Col. Abraham \Villiams was horn, lived and diccl. 

Dec. 29, 1868.-Col. T. \V. Higginson of Newport, R. I., lectured in ~1arlhorough on 
"Literature." He is author of "Young Folks History of _the U. S." 
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Dec. 30, 1794.-Col. Anrln:w Peters of \Vesthorough, sur\'eycrl in Marlborough, in 

October :tncl Novcmhcr, and macle a plan of the town <l:ltcd this day. I le laid down the 
old post road and Concord road, asccrlainccl the number of :tcrcs in the pontls, and the grist 
and saw mills in town. His account was 11.25 cent!'-. The committee ~f three, that as­

sisted him, charged 37.91 cents. The pbn of the town was made, :igrecablc to a resolve of 

the General Court, dated J unc 26th, 1 794. 
Dec. 30, 1820.-Firc at Milford. About 3 o'clock Sunday morning, a dwelling house 

part of it used for a store, was burnt, and a narrow escape of 4 of the occupants by. jump­
ing from the chamber windows. Two of them were ministers, :1.11cl they arc now, in 188o, 
living in this state. The other two were ladies and one of them the wife of another minister. 

Dec. 31, 1859.-A hell was place<l on the l{ockbotlom meeting house from IJ. N. Coop­
er's foundry. \Vcight, 1016 lbs. Cul. Elijah Hale gave a dock for the interior of the 
church. 

ERRATA. 

Page 4, the I 6th line from top, for J 867 rend I 869. 
5, 14th line from top, for Cutting read Bunting. 
8, 19th line from top, for 1862 read 18o2. 
9, 13th line from top, for Feb. 20, 1775, read 1754. 

13, 9th line from bottom, for April I read 11. 

15, - 6th line from bottom, for Shinstone read Shcnston~. 
I 6, I 6th line from top, for Langley read Longley. 
17, 1st line from top, for May 2 read M:i)1 20. 

17, 15th line from bottom, for 1837 read 1857. 
17, 9th line from bottom, for 1737 read 1739. 
18, 2d line from top, for Southborough read Xorthborough. 
19, 1st line from top, for 1879 read 1874. 
19, 14th line from bottom, for 1874 read 1Sn1. 
21, I Ith line from top, fur l ;uyer read Dyer. 
21, 12th line from top, for July 5 read July 1. 

23, 10th line from top, for 1871 read 1874. 
23, 14th line from bottom, for Culler read Cutler. 
24, 22d line from top, for Brick.minster read Uuckminstcr. 
24, I 8th line from bottom, for I 8 33 read 18 34. 
24, 14th line from bottom, for Kcllogy read Kellogg". 
24, 13th line fr,,m bottom, fur 1~75 read 1775. 
24, I Ilh line from bottom, for Aug. 14, I 843, read I 844. 
25, 9th line from bottom, fur 17 JJ read I 833. 
25, 3d line from hot tom, for ~l urry read ~I uzzcy. 
26, 2d line from top, for wht!n opened read :thuvc ground. 
27, 12th line from bottom, fur \Valtham rca<l Northhuruugl1. 
28, I 8th line from bottom, fur years read f cw years. 
JI, I 6th line from top, fur 1761 read I 86 I. 

31, 2d line from hottom, for in the pulpit read on the pulpit. 
32, I 6th line from top, for 3-4 rc:i.cl l - 3 of an inch. 
33, 9th line from_ top, for northeast read northwest. 
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