




HOUSE .... N o. 199e 

C!Iommonroraltl) of 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, l\:farch 25, 1861. 

Ordered, That one thousan4· ·extra copies of the Governor's 
~ . 

l\:fessage, and accon1panying papers, in relation to certain 
memorials of the ancestors of Wasll'~ngton, with the R.rt of 
the Committee upon the same, be printed for the use of the 
legislature. 

W ILLI.A.l\'1 STOWE, Clerk. 
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'1101nmo11wraltlJ of Jlla.s.sar~us£tts. 

EXECUTIVE DEP.ARTJ\IENT, COUNCIL CHAMBER, l 
BosTON, llarch 15, 1861. ~ 

To the Honorable House of Representatives:-

I have the honor to present to the General Court, as a gift to 
the Comn1onwealth of ~fassachusctts from one of its citizens, 
certain memorials of great historic interest. 

The home and resting place of the ancestors of GEORGE 

W .ASBINGTON were until recently unvisited by, ai1d unknown to 
Americans. In the genealogical table, appended to the Life of 
Washington by our distinguished fellow citizen, 11r. Jared 
Sparks, it is stated that Lawrence W ashingtou, the fa.th er of 
John Washington, (who en1igrated to Virginia in 1657 ,) was 
buried at Brington ; but though both 11r. Sparks and Washing­
ton Irving visited Sulgravc, an earlier ho1ne of the \Vashingtons, 
neither of these learned biographers appear by their works to 
have repaired to this qui~t parish in N orthan1ptonshire. 

Our fellow citizen, the Hon. Charles Su1nner, on a recent 
visit to England, identified certain inscriptions in the parish 
church of Brington, near Althorp, as being those of the father 
and uncle of John "\Vashington the e1nigrant to Virginia, who 
was the great grandfather of the father of his country. 

Earl Spencer, the proprietor of .Althorp, so honorably known 
as an early advocate of parlian1eutary refor1n, sought out the 
quarry from which, more than two centuries ago, these votive 
tablets were taken, and caused others to be made which are 
exact f ac-siniiles of the originals. These he has presented to 
Mr. Sumner, who has expressed the desire that me1uor ia1s, so 
interesting to all Americans, 111ay be placed where they may be 
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seen by the public, and has authorized me to offer them to the 
Commonwealth, if it be pleasure of the legislature to order 
them to be preserved in some public part of the State House. 

I send with this a letter addressed to myself by the learned 
historian of Washington, bearing testimony to the great inter­
est of these memorials, and expressing the desire that they may 
(}Ir. Sumner assenting) be placed in the capitol. 

A letter fro1n Mr. Sumner to ~fr. Sparks also accompanies 
this Message, describing the church at Brington, and some of 
the associations which cluster around the resting-place of the 
ancestors of our Washington. 

JOHN A. ANDREW. 
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MR. SPARKS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

CA.l\IBRIDGE, 22d February, 1861. 

Dear Sir :-I enclose a copy of a highly interesting letter 
from l\fr. Charles Sumner, describing the church at Brington, 
near A.lthorp, in Northamptonshire. In this church were 
deposited the remains of Lawrence Washington, who was the 
father of John and Lawrence Washington, the emigrants to 
America, and who was therefore the last English ancestor of 
George Washington. A copy of the inscription on the stone, 
which covers the grave of Lawrence Washington, and also of 
another inscription over the grave of his brother Robert 
Washington, who was buried in the same church, are given 
with exactness in ~Ir. Sumner's letter. As far as I am aware, 
these inscriptions are now for the first time made known in 
this country. 

The Earl Spencer has sent to }Ir. Sun1ner two stones, being 
from the same quarry, and having the same form and 
dimensions, as the originals, and containing a ~fac-siniile of the 
inscriptions. It has been suggested that these stones ought to 
be placed in the State House, where they be accessible to the 
public, and my~opinion on the subject has been asked. ...-l.s 
they are:-.;.unquestionably genuine memorials of the '\Vashiugton 
family, and possess on this account a singular historical interest, 
I cannot imagine that a more appropriate disposition of them 
could be made. I understand that 1\Ir. Sumner ,vould cheer­
fully assent to such an arrangement, and I cannot doubt that 
your excellency will be well inclined to take such measures as 
may effectually aid in attaining so desirable an object. 

I am, si.r, 

Very respectfully yours, 

His Excellency JORN A. ANDREW, 

Governor of Massacltusetts. 

JARED SPARKS. 
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MR. SUMNER TO MR. SPARKS. 

BOSTON, .22d November, 1860. 

My Dear Sir :-Since our last conversation the Earl Spencer 
has kindly sent to rne precise copies of the two '' 1'Iemorial 
Stones," of the English fa1nily of George Washington, which I 
have already described to you as harmonizing exactly with the 
pedigree which has the sanction of your authority. These are 
of the san1e stone and of the san1e size with the originals and 
have the original inscriptions-being in all respects Jae-similes. 
They will, therefore, give you an exact idea of these most 
interesting 1ne1norials in the parish church of Brington, near 
Althorp, in N ortha.mptonshire. 

The largest is of Lawrence Washington, the father of John 
Washington, who emigrated· to America. It is a slab of bluish 
grey sandstone, and 1neasures five feet and nine inches long and 
two feet and seven inches broad. 

Here is the inscription:-

HERE LIE TH THE BODI OF LA VRENCE 

,vASHIXGTON SONXE AND HEIRE OF 

ROBERT WASHINGTON OF SOVLGRAVE 

IN THE COUNTIE OF NORTHAl\f:rTON 

ESQUIER \VHO MARRIED MARGARET 

THE ELDEST DAUGHTER OF WILLIAM 

BUTLER OF TEES IN THE COUNTIE 

OF SUSSEXE ESQUIER, WHO HAD lSSU 

BY HER 8 SOXXS AXD 9 DAUGIITERS 

WHICH LA VREXCE DECESSED THE 13 
OF DECE:\IBER A. DNI 1616. 

THOU THAT BY CHANCE OR CHOYCE 

OF THIS HAST SIGHT 

lL.~OW LIFE TO DEATH RESIG:NES 

AS DA YE TO NIGHT; 

BUT AS THE SUNXS RETORNE 

REVIVES THE DAY 

SO CHRIST SHALL US 

THOUGH TURNDE TO DUST & CLAY. 
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Above the inscription, carved in the stone, are the arms of 
the Washingtons, with an additional quartering of another 
family. 

The other is of Robert W ashingtnn, and of Elizabeth his 
wife. Robert was the uncle of the en1igrant. 'This is a slab of 
the same sandstone, and 1neasures three feet and five inches 
long, and two feet and six inches broad. The inscription is on 
a srnall brass plate set in to the stone, and is as follows :- · 

HERE LIES IXTERRED yE BODIES OF ELIZAB. W ASHI.NGTON ·wIDDOWE WHO 

CHANGED THIS LIFE FOR DiORTALITIE yE 19li OF ::\!AR.CH 1622. AS ALSO 

yE BODY OF ROBERT "\VASHINGTON GENT. HER LATE HUSBAND SECOND 

SONNE OF ROBERT w· ASHINGTOX OF SO LG RA VE IX yE COUNTY OF NORTH. 

ESQR. WHO DEPTED THIS LIFE yE 10TH OF :MARCH 1622. AFTER THEY LIVED 

LOVINGLY TOGETHER ::.\fANY YEARS IN THIS PARISH. 

On a separate brass, beneath the inscription, are the arms of 
the W ashingtons without any addition. These, as you are well 
aware, have the combination of stars and stripes, and are some­
times supposed to have suggested our national flag. In heraldic 
language, there are bars of gules and argent with three mullets 
or stars. 

In the interesting chapter on the Origin and Genealogy of 
the vVashington ]?a1nily, which you give in the Appendix to 
your Life of Washington, it appears that Lawrence, the father 
of the e111igrant, died 13th Dece1nber, and was buried at Brington 
15th Dece1nber, 1616. But the genealogical tables, which you 
followed, gave no indication of the locality of this church. Had 
it appeared that it was the parish church of the Spencer Family 
in Northamptonshire, the locality, which I belieYe has not been 
heretofore known in our country, would have been precisely 
fixed. 

In point of fact, the slab which covers Lawrence Washington 
is in the chancel of the church, by the side of the monuments 
of the Spencer Fa1nily. These are all in ad1nirable preserva­
tion, with full length effigies, busts or other sculptural work, 
and exhibit an interesting and connected series of sepulchral 
memorials from the reign of Henry VIII. to the present ti1ne. 
Among them is a monun1ent by the early English sculptor, 
Nicholas Stone; another by Nollekins fro1n a design by Cipriani, 
and another by Flaxman, with exquisitely beautiful personifi.ca-
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tions of Faith and Charity. Beneath repose the successive 
representatives of this illustrious family which has added to its 
aristocratic claims by services to the State, and also by the 
unique and world-famous library collected by one of its 1nem­
bers. In this companionship will be found the last English 
ancestor of our Washington. 

The other slab, covering Robert, the uncle of the en1igran t, 
is in one of the aisles of the nave where it is scraped by the feet 
of all who pass. 

The parish of Brington is between seven and eight miles from 
the town of Northampton, not far fron1 the centre of England. 
It is written in Do1nesday Book "Brinintone" and also "Brin­
tone." It contains about 2,210 acres, of which about 1,490 
acres belong to Earl Spencer, about 326 acres to the rector in 
right of the church, and about 130 acres to other persons. The 
soil is in general a dark colored loam with a s1nall trace of clay 
towards the north. Nearly four-fifths of the whole is pasture 
and feeding land. 

In the village stiJ.1 stands the house, said to have been occu­
pied by the \Vashic_:tons. when the emigrant brother left them. 
You will see a vignette of it on the title-page of the recent 
English work, entitled Tlte Washingtons. Over the door are 
carved the words, "The Lord giveth; the Lord taketh away. 
Blessed be the na~e of the Lord," while the Parish Register 
gives a pathetic com1nentary by showing that, in the very year 
when this house was built, a child had been born and another 
had died in this family. 

The church, originally dedicated to the Virgin, stands at the 
north-east angle of the village, and consists of an embattled 
tower with five bells, a nave, north and south aisles, a chancel, 
a chapel, and a modern porch. 1'he tower is flanked by but­
tresses of two stages. The present fabric goes back in its origin 
to the beginning of the 14th century, nearly two hundred years 
before the discovery of America. The chancel and chapel, where 
repose the Spencers and Lawrence Washington, were rebuilt by 
Sir John Spencer, the purchaser of the estate, at the beginning 
of the 16th century. They afford one of the latest specimens of 
the Tudor style of architecture. The church is beautifully 
situated on the Slunmit of the highest ground of Brington, and 
is surrounded by a stone wall flanked on the inside by trees. 
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Dibdin says that a more complete picture of a country church­
yard is rarely seen. .A.. well-trimmed walk encircles the whole 
of the interior, while the fine Gothic windows at the end of the 
chancel fill the scene with picturesque beauty. 

The Register of the Parish, which is still preserved, com­
mences in 1560. From this it appears that Win. Proctor was 
the rector from 1601 to 1627, covering the period of the last of 
the W ashingtons there.. The following further entries occur 
relating to this family :-

1616. "lir. La,vrence Washington was buried XV th day of 
December." 

1620. "J\ir. Philip Curtis & }Iis Amy Washington were 
married August 8." 

1622. "lir. Robert Washington was buried !larch ye 
11th." 

" J\1:rs. Elizabeth Washington, widow, was buried 
March ye 20th." 

Of one of the ministers in this church we ha.ve an interesting 
glimpse in Evelyn's niiemoirs, (vol. I., p. 612,) where the fol­
lowing entry will be found under date of July, 1G88: " Dr. 
Jeffryes, the minister of Althorp, who wa~ my lord's chaplain 
when .Ambassador in France, preached the shortest discourse I 
ever heard; but what was defective in the an1plitude of his 
sermon, he had supplied in the largeness _and convenience of 
the parsonage house." 

At a short distance-less than a mile-is Al thorp, the seat of 
the Spencers, surrounded by a park of five hundred acres, of 
which one of the gates opens near the church. There are oak 
trees, bordering on the church-yard, which were growing at the 
ti1ne of the purchase of the estate in the reign of Henry VII. 
Evelyn was often here a delighted visitor. On one occasion he 
speaks of" the house or rather palace at Althorp." (Vol. I., p. 
612.) In another place he describes it as "placed in a pretty 
open bottom, very finely ,vatered and flanked with stately woods 
and groves in a park." (Vol. I., p. 451.) Let n1e add that 
there is an engraving of .A.lthorp at this time, by the younger 
Vosterman, a Dutch artist. 

There is one feature of the park which excited the admira­
_tion of Evelyn, and at a later day of iirs. J a1neson, who gives 
to it some beautiful pages in her Visits and Sketches at Home 
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and Abroad. It is the record of the time when different plan­
tations of trees was begun. While recommending this practice 
in his Sylva, Evelyn remarks, " the only instance I know of the 
like in our country, is in the park at Althorp." There are six 
of these commemorative stones. The first records a wood· 
planted by · Sir John Spencer, in 1567 and 1568; the 
second, a wood planted by Sir John Spencer, son of the 
former, in 1589; the third, a wood planted by Robert Lord 
Spencer, in 1602 and 1603; the fourth, a wood planted by Sir 
William Spencer~ Knight of the Bath, afterwards Lord Spencer, 
in 1624. The latter stone is ornamented with the arms of the 
Spencers, and on the back is inscribed "Up and bee doing and 
God will prosper." . It was in this scenery and amidst these 
associations that the Washingtons lived. When the en1igrant 
left in 1657, these woods must have been well-grown. It was 
not long afterwards that they arrested the attention of Evelyn. 

The Household Books at .A.lthorp show that for many years 
the Washingtons ,vere frequent guests there. The hospitality 
of this seat has been renowned. The Queen of James I., and 
the Prince Henry on their way to London, in 1603, were wel­
co111ed there in an entertain1nent, 1nemorable for a 1nasque fro1n 
the vigorous n1nse of Ben Jonson. . (Ben Jonson's ,v orks, vol. 
·vr., p. 475.) Charles I. ,vas at .A.lthorp, in 1647, when he 
received the first intelligence of the approach of those pursuers 
fron1 vd101n he never escaped until his life had been laid down 
upon the scaffold. In 1698, ICing "'\Villia111 was there for a 
,veek, and according to E\?elyn was "1nightily entertained." 
C\T ol. IL, p. 50.) At least one of the 1ne1nbcrs of this family 
was famous for hospitality of a different character. Ev-elyn 
records that he used to dine with the Countess of Sunderland, 
-the title then borne by the Spenccrs,-'' when she invited 
fire-eaters, stone-eaters, and opera-singers, after the fashion of 
the day." (Vol. I., pp. 458, 483, 579.) 

The family was early and constantly associated with litera­
ture ; Spencer, the poet, belonged, to it, and to one of its men1-
bers he has dedicated his "Tears of the ~Iuses." It ,vas for 
.A.lice Spencer that ~Iilton is said to have written his Arcades, and 
Sir John Harrington has celebrated her n1emory by an epigram. 
The Sp.charissa of "\"Vall er was the Lady Dorothy Sidney, wife 
of the first Earl of Snndcrlan<l, the third Lord Spencer, 

2 
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who perished fighting for King Charles I. at Newbury. I do 
not dwell on the other associations of a later day, as my object 
is simply to allude to those which existed in the time of the 
Washingtons. 

" The nobility of the Spencers has been illustrated and 
enriched by the trophies of l\Iarlborough ; hut I exhort the1n 
to consider the Fairy Queen as the n1ost precious jewel of their 
coronet." Thus ,vrote Gibbon in his 1nen1oirs, and all 1nust 
feel the beauty of the passage. Perhaps it is not too n1uch to 
say that this nobility 1nay claiin another illustration fro1n its ties 
of friendship and neighborhood with the family of ,vashington. 
I cannot doul>t that hereafter the parish church of Brington 
will be often visited by our countryn1e11, who will look with 
reverence upon a spot EO closely associated ·with .1.\..1nerican 
history. 

I trust that this little sketch, suggested by what I sa,v at 
A.lthorp, during a brief visit last autumn, will not see1n irrele­
vant. Besides n1y own personal impressions, and the vohnnes 
quoted, I haYe relied upon Diudin's ./Edes Althorpiana:, so 
interesting to all uibliographicai students, and especially upon 
Baker's IIistory of Northa1nptonshirc,-one of those 1nagnifi.cent 
local works which illustrate English history-to which you refer 
in your Appendix, Lut ,vhich was not co1npleted till so111etime 
after the Life of ,v ashington appeared. 

Of course, the ~Ic1norial Stones, which I have received fro1n 
Lord Spencer, are of nn1ch historic value, and I think that I 
shall Lest carry out the generous idea of the giYcr by taking 
care that they are pern1anently placed ,vhcre they can be seen 
by the public; perhaps at the State Honse near Chantry's beau­
tiful statue of "\Vashington,-if this should be agreeable to the 
Con1n1011w·cal th. 

Pray pardon this long letter, and bclic,e me, 1ny dear sir, 
with n1uch regard, 

EYcr sincerely yours, 

CII~lRLES SUnlNER. 

JARED SPARK~, Esq. 
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'110111111011ro.ealtlJ of JllassaclJusctts. 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1t1arch 23, 1861. 

The Conunittce on the State House, to ·who111 ·was referred 
the ~fcssage of His Excellency the Governor, presenting to the 
General Court as a gift fron1 IIon. Charles Stunner, certain 
memorials of ,v ashington, of great historic interest, report that 
they consider it a 1natter of special congratulation that the 
interesting facts concerning the Father of his country, contained 
in the papers acco111pauying the 1nessage should have been first 
1nade known to us by a citizen of l\Iassacbusetts, and deeming 
it i1nportant that these valuable 111e1norials should be per111a­
ne11tly preserved, in the capitol of the State, they report the 
accornpanying Resolves. 

Per order 
' 

R. "\V.ARD. 
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to1nm011rotaltl} of_ .tllassacl}usetts. 

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One. 

RESOLVES 

In relation to certain }Iemorials of the Ancestors of Washington. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the general court be antl hereby 
are presented to Hon. Charles Sun1ner, for his interesting and 
patriotic gift to the Com1nonwealth, of two n1emorial tablets in 
imitation of the originals which mark the resting-place of the 
ancesto!:s of George Washington. 

Resolved, That the con1111issioners on the State house cause 
the san1e to be prepared and placed, with appropriate inscrip­
tions, in son1e convenient place in the Doric IIall of the State 
house, near the statue of ,v ashington. 
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been cu.ite neglected and is comparativzly 
~k:!.lOWll. . 
'·' ·sVhile it is both flatte:d:!!.g and satisfactory 
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WASHINGTON HOUSE~ GREAT BRINGTON, 
NORTHAIHPTONSHIRE. -

•-:- } .- -- .,,,,, . ,_ ·: dated coriaition, - and, to- CC?~lll:emo!ate t~e property. l!.,rom 1610 to . lb22 the cottage ' 
--cnrs10ns to .oringt.on I: event, placed the stone wh1cu :.s still to o~ was occupied by Robert Washington and: 
on lines similar to : s~e~, o~er th~, do(:'_r~ay _ of the hou~e·? a~ct: his wife Elizabeth, who, having no c-hildren ; 
those 

1 
a)ready e~- w11;c:-. bears t:n.e 1.olww1l!g .sp-p1:erpnate Ill-' of their own, had adopted Amy, a daughter: 

ploy~o 1u other d1- scr1pl1on :- of the elder brother Lawrence. upon their , 
rections. ~t.is there- ; ·i decease. in :Mar~h 1622, within ~ine days <?f i 
fo~e op..}y fair to ~ur- -- , ! each other. th~ no use was occu2ied pr t~e1r i 
m18r-; t.b.at-a~ any- :,-.,i 2

, .... : nephew, the. Rev. Lawre1?-_ce \Vas-.mngton, : 
rate so far as Amen- -:-,,-~ 11;'1 r,, 11 ® 1%@ ~ ff r ~ l? [XJ I with h:s fa.m1ly of £:ve ch11dren, composed; 
cans a:re e;oncerned- · 1 

ti &.fJ lb of three daugnters ~nd two sons, the. 1att~r j 
the Washington tour heinO' the two emigrants who settled 1n ! 
will soon become as c;-::, AA. r? [1 "(m )2 @ y A} /¼ {K'iJ' ~] · Virginia in 1657. i 
popular .els, tl~e U t'il tb About this time so close a friendship ex-! 
ShakE:speare tour to isted between the Spencers and tile Wa$h- ! 
Stratford- on -A.~011, Ii)~~ M_ ftlJ n_ 1? j ~ fi. fy ~g'ffi7g · ino-tcns as to justifv the supposition inat I 
in and a!ound_ wh_ich Jiu vv lA.! v W ~:.::, I' it 0 was by the former"s spec:.al d{?sire that j 
place the p1lgr1.ms ~.a 1 

-- the simple and comparatively small ~V:-1.sh-: 
are ca.lculatl.d to l\fJ -~ I\ /1 g -'i' r;i ~ {b @-[z@ ington ,·a ult in St. Mary-'s, Great Brington. 
spend some ...;30~000 lJ?/ LAl ~ "° '.!!J IJ L!l..'1.$ should actually adjoin the elaborate ~-nd 
a year. __:---_ -,;.,·:_: - ~ ~ .~rr G O ,[c> Mr,:, o .. 1'\ more extensive mausoleum of the Spencars. The attractions are _ _ ~ ~ iR., , !J ~ u ~ t.! w 
almost identical. for ~ .r:- ~ ,d@ cl5 

0 
=-

while at Stratford V':e =-'i _,,.___ .., I& -. ha \e Shakespeare· s ~-~-,,.f;.=:iii;;.;....,,~~::i..:_, ____________ .,,_ 

. tomh and ~\nn 
Hathaway's cottage, 
at Brington may be 
seen, in e_q_uaJ pre­
servation, numerous 
tombs· of the VVash­
ingtons aud "\V ash­
ington House, wh~~e-

In th~ir tribulations, which lasted · for 
many J·ears. the vVa~bingtons were com- . 
forted and greatly assisted by the Spence1·.s 
of Althorp, with whom they claimed blood . 
relation.sb..jp, _an.cl wnose descendant (in the· 
person of the present E~rl Spencer, K.~.) '. 
still owns the whole of the s:1rround::..ng . 





\.VASHINGTON'S FOREBEARS. 
To the Editor of 1:he '"Daily Mail 0 

Perhaps you will permit me to contest the s4"'3t&­
ment that Mr. Waters has converted Sir Isaac 
Heard,s "'theory of identity,, (of the Northamp­
tonshire family of Washington with that of Wake. 
field, Virginia) '' into an indisputable fact.,, There 
are American-antiquaries who disputeMr. Waters"'& 
conclusions. · 

Mr. Waters does not provide a scintilla of direct 
evidence connecti]?._g the Northamptonshire fa.mily 
with that of the illustrious hero of the American 
Revolution. My own careful researches ~ovide 
strong evidence that both the Washington family. 
of Virginia, and that <'f • Bavaria-the latter· 
ennobled in the e-~rly part of the last century­
both otiginated from the district in Yorkshire be­
tw~n W akefi.eld and Doncaster. 

The tombs of the family may be foimd in the 
beautiful church of St. Lawrence, Ad'Fick-le-Street. 
I have been able to provide links of evidence -taken 
from the registers of this church along with trac­
ings of the tombs for the American Press, and 
their publication will be interesting, as showing 
that the claims of the Yorks hire branch are at 
least as great as those of that of Northampton­
shi.re. I believe the bulk of the opinion will be 
in favour of the form.er as the family from which 
George Washington is directly descended. · 

B. H. T:'ITTvAITE. 
29, Great George--street, S.W. 




