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SERMON.

¢ Now, therefore, stand still, that I may rveason with you before
the Lord, of all the righteous acts of the Lord, whieh he did
to you and to your fathers.” 1. SamvEer 12, 7.

| Goon has made all things to be instructive to
us. HRevelation is the highest instance of truth and
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to them his sanction, while conscience feels their force,
miracles ascertained their origin, the lapse of ages
fulfils the prophecies, swells the triumphs of grace,
and adds oW proots, that the Whole is the cause of
Johovah. In the works of nature, we perceive much
of the mind of him who contrived them ; we see him
at his work ; we are made acquainted with many of
the laws he adopts, the principles of utility on which
he acts. No impious deceiver has any power o conn-
terfeit or to alter these records of the Deity, inscrib-
ed by his own hand on all creation. In his wonder-
working providence, we clearly see what God is by
what he does. All is placed before our very senses.
Here can be ne want of evidence, and no fear of de-
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ception. In the passing evenis of every day,the
blind only cannot see the hand of the great Disposer
of all’things. Although winds, seas and unnumber-
ed worlds all lie at his command, yet he often shows
us that he can do without them, as well as with them.
He attains his purposes by employing very inconsid-
erable means, the better to manifest his amazing skill
‘and power. Often, he fulfils his intentions by means
altogether unlikely io produce any such effects, his
enemies do his work, the wraih of man praises him.
In one age of the world, he makes preparations for
great events which are to take place in the remotest
periods of time. He has endless duration in which
to work, and nothing is, in the least degree, hurried.
The tide of events flows, while the plan of Jehovah
meets neither with defeat or with interruption.

It is a pious employment always to keep our eye
on the hand of God in every movement he makes.
No doubt, the -Being we serve is pleased, when we
think of him in our daily labours, when we raise ou
best desires to him, when we admire his skill seen
in his works, when we refer our mercies to his boun.
ty, when we ascribe our safety to his care, when we
resign our destinies to his disposal, and when we ac-
knowledge his agency iv the common events of every
day. 'This is a constant homage, the force of pious
feelings, superiour {o the show of forms. When we
read the history of .ancient and of medern times, we
are actually reading a history of divine providence.
For this reason, by far the greater part of the holy
scriptures is made up of mere history, a record of
facts for the instraction of mankind. Xingdoms, in-

dividuals and events pass in quick and awful review
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before us, from which we are made to extract lessons
of wisdom, to give us the benefits of experience with-
out its dangers and trials. The sacred records de-
scend down to very minute particulars, to common
life, to the purchase of a field, to the description of the
smallest parts of a building, to articles of dress, and
indeed seem to treat nothing as foreign to their de.
sign, when it belongs to human natare. These things
employed the pens of apostles and prophets. The
interesting siory of Jacob going down inio Egypt,
and the march of the Israelites through the sea and
wilderness into the holy land is repeated over and
over again, We should find it difficull {6 say any
thing about the eommon concerns of life, without be.
ing able te find it justified by some example in holy
writ. Samuel, like the illustrious Moses, was not
willing to quit the cares of publick life, until he had
rehearsed ¢ all the righteous acts of the Lord” in
ibe hearing of his counirymen. Ii was the custom
of our Saviour, from the ordinary evenis of every
hour, to draw moral instructions and fo awaken re.
ligious feelings. | |
If ancient history is so important as to be worthy
of becoming a part of holy writ, it is not easy to see
why the modern history of divine providence should
be useless. Without it, we should be lost in igno-
rance, and the knowledge of events most interesting
to us wonld never reach us. History is the witness
of ages, the light of truth, the life of memory, the
directress of human conduct, and the messenger of
antiquity. Posterity depend for all their information
on what we transmit to them. On this account, Mo-
ses says, ¢ remember the days of old, consider the
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years of many generations, ask thy father and he
will show thee, and thy elders and they will tell
thee.” 'The psalmist speaks of a lawin Israel, that
« what we have heard and known and our fathers
have told us, we should not hide from oar-children,
showing to the generation to come the praises of the
Lord, that they should make them known unto their
children, that generations to come might know them,

even the children that should be born, who should

ce and declare them to their nlnlrhmn, that ﬂany

ml"‘ht set their hope in God, and not forget the works

of (xod but keep his commandments.”

As 166 years have rolled away since this town
was incorporaled, it may not be deemed improper to
employ our ihoughts on subjecis connected with such
an anniversary. As generation after generation is
hurrying down to the grave, the knowledge of more

ancient events is also swift]y passing with them into

shlivicn. 'The church and town vecords ave also so

very deficient, that great researches would be able to
preserve but little.

Medfield may be reckoned among the oldeSa tewns
it _L;r E lém,uu. .u, was iue 434 ibai received an
act of incorporation in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. Previous to its becoming a town, many
inhabitants had been settled in it, when it was dis-
{inguished sometimes by the name of ¢ the farms”
and somelimes by that of ¢ Dedham village.” Proba-
bly, the settiement commenced within ten years after
the landing of our forefathers at Plymouth in 1620.
'Tradition says, the name, which may signify ¢ mid-
dle field,” was so called on account of the large, beau-
tiful field, or elevated plain, which forms the middie

[
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of the town. Or as ancient Records spell the word
¢ Mead-field,” it might have received the name from
the extensive Meadows which line the banks of
Charles’ River passing by it on the West, or from
its pasture lands in general, as the word mead sxg—
nifies.

Medfield was originally a part of Dedham. That
town in 1637 had 30 families, come together from
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before théir removal were strangeis to each other, et
8 persons formed themselves the next year into a
church state, and elected one of their own number to
be their pastor. Having severely felt the evils of in-
tolerance in their parent couniries, they sought for
the rights of private judgment in the wilderness. In
admitting members, the chief regard was had to

¢ goundness of grace;’ and, next, they desired to

exhlbl.. sich meckness of tcmpcx siich ¢ amiableness

of spirit and innocenee of life as might win the love
and the desires of all godly souls to come unto the
church cheerfully.” Small as the number was, they
10st 0o {ime in seliling an able minister of the gospel
among them. 'Ihe territory, first called % Tonient-
ment,”’ afterwards receiving the legal style of ¢¢ Ded-
ham,”” now contains 8 townships,* [17] 14 religious
Societies, and 9683 inhabitants, while their descend-
ants have been removing to settle other towns of more
recent date, now become as populous as the original
towns they left.

‘The first town formed out of Dedham was Med-
field. The distance from the place of publick wor-

*The figures in brackets refer to the notes.
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ship and from the centre of business would naturally
lead to this measure, The separation was probably
effecied with {riendly feelings, and desired Gnly for
the sake of convenience. Nearly a ceniury afier-
wards, many of the inhabiianis of Dedham were ac-
customed to attend publick worship with the congre-
gation in this place. 1In the year 1649, Edward Al.
leyne and others, in the name of the rest of the in-
habitants of Dedham, procured by petition the grant
of a new township, four miles North and South, three
miles Hast and West, or iwelve square miles, partly
within Dedham on the East of Charles’ River, and
partly without the limits of Dedham on the West
side of the River, {o be formed within one year; and
a week’s warning to be given. Accordingly, on ihe
first day of January, 4650, the town of Dedham, in
a legal meeting, transferred to Medfield all its rights
and Jurls(hctlon over this territory. This event took
place when John Endicott was governour of the Colo-
ny of Massachusetts, during the usurpation of Oli-
ver Cromwell, nearly a year after king Charles the
first was heheaded. Abont the same time. this iand
was nurchased of an Indian sachem; and, in order
that there might be no possibility of injustice, it was
a second time bought of the natives [%] in 1685,

'The two parishes of Jledway were vnce parts of
Medfield, but never constituted any part cf the terri-
tory of Dedham, The Kast.parmsh, by the Indian
name of Boggastow, was ivcluded in the act of the
incorporation of this town, 1st January, 4650. The
West parish, styled ¢ the pew Grant,”” was added
to Medfield in consequence of iis petition to the Gen-
eral Court for 8 miles square, at the West, next te
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¢ the lands of the country,” May, 1659, Medway
was erectéd ‘to a distinct town, 4th November 1743.
The se pa“a as aﬁ%CoEﬂ i pe; fect harm nlunj, an
onsent of f“'fties. The next year, meuWay built &
ouge for publickiworship, and seitled a gospel min-
ister. 'The town now contains 1248 inhabitants,
Ouar’ predecessors were men of ardent picty.

Medfield 1o sooner became a town than it provided
evangelical instructions and disciplire. The first
minister was rev. John Wilson Junior. He was the
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Oharlestown, afigrwards the first minister of the first
church in the anﬁent town of Bosion, whom contem-
porary biogriphy calls one of the three first worthies
in New-England, inio which Hooker and Coiion
brought presperity, and the elder Wilson continued
it. 'The rev. John Wilsen of Medﬁelu, when a child,

was wonderfully preserved from instant death. He
fell from the loft of a building four stories high into
the streét, struck upon his head, was supposed to be
lifeless when taken up, and his restoration was ai-
iributed to the earnest prayers of hiq father Hoe
graduated in the first class of Harvard College, 1642.
He was ordained in 1649 a colleague ¢ teacher” with
rev, Richard Mather in Dorchester. Afier two years,
he removed io this town, in erder ¢that Medfield
might have a minister.”” He was installed here in
1051, and continued in office more than 40 years,
“'The Lord’s day preceding his translation, he preach-
ed both forenoon and afternoon fervently and power-
fally. The Lord’s day he expired, the greater part
of his church were present to behold and lament his
removal from them,” He died, 23d Aug. 1691, at

2
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the age of ¢ three.score years and ten.”” He left ne
records, and no printed discourse. Hijs church con-
sisted of 25 male and 40 female memMers. During
his ministry, on account of absence or sickuess, he
was often assisted by his son [8] John Wilson Jr.
His people had it in contemplation to settle condition-
ally a mr. John White as a colleague in the pastoral
office; but this measure was finally abandoned on
account of disagreement respecting the means of sup-
port.

- Atthe decease of the first pastor, the Society con-
tinued destitute of a settled .minister for nearly six

years. After employing 32 candidates, the rev. Jo-
seph Buaxter was ordained, 2ist April, 1697 [4].
Nearly three years before this, he had preached in
this town at the early period of eighteen years of age,
and, - after waiting a long season on account of his
youth, was ordained before he was twenty one. He
was born in Brainiree, 4th June, 1670 ; graduaied at
Harvard College, 1602 ; and died of the dropsy, 2d
May, 1745, in the 69th year of his age, and 48th of
his ministry. He left no vecords of the acts of the
church,nor are any printed sermons of his now known.
He was much respecied, and gencrously supporied.
Iv his day, it was customary to make contributions,
if not every sabbath, at least once in a month. He
admitted 873 persons into the church, 228 recognized
the hantismal covenant, and 4175 received the holy
ordinance of baptism.

Previous to his decease, he had given his writfen
assent to the settlement of a colleagae. But the or-
dination of rev. Jonathan Townsend Jr. his successor,

the eldest son of the first minister of Needham, was
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not effected till the 23d Oct. 1745. He received bis
first degree at Harvard College in 1744. He con-
tinued in the minisiry nearly 24 years, when his pas-
torai iabours ceased. In the year 1776, the small poz,
thai dreadfui scourge of the human race, now almost
exterminated by the substitution of vaccine inocula.
tion, was spread into every section of the coantry.
In attending on a friend, unexpectedly affected with
the disease, he also received the contagion, was re-
moved to a hospital in Dedham, where he died, 42th
Dec. 1776, and where his remains siiii repose. Un-
der his ministry, 61 were admitted members of the
church, 28 owned the baptismal covenant, an(l 334

®
Were l\ﬂl‘\"'l"nl] “15 -i-\n‘\.llc tlaﬂs are

[5] on dlﬁerent subjects.

His successor was the rev. Thomas Prentiss.

He was born in Holliston, 27th Oct. 1747, second son
of the pastor of the church in that town, He was ad
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mitted to the first degree at Harvard College in 47686.
Having become a member of the church in Charles-

town, in a little more than a year after he began to
nroach he wae ordained at Modfiold 215t Dot amn
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The honourary degree of Doctor of Divinity was con-

ferred upon him in 1808 by the University in which
he had been educated. After a short illness, he died
of the peripneumonia notha, on the 28th Feb. 1814,
greatly beloved and lamented. During his ministry,
207 were admitted members of the church, one only
owned the baptismal covenant, and 401 were baptiz-
ed. His printed works [6] are eleven sermons, two
charges at ordinations, and one right hand of fellow.
ship.
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It is an interesting subject for piety to review the
state of relzgzon for so many generations of our an-
cesiors. 1t is probabie that more than 700 persens
have been admitted members of this church, and
more than 2000 have received the holy ordinance of
baptism, In every case of vacancy in the pastoral
office, resort has publickly been had to God, ¢ the

repairer of breaches, the restorer of paths to walk
i!l ” a“d f]]V]“P l‘l"ﬂl‘"‘lnn ]‘Inl‘.‘ haan c«nnml:l- ¥4 c!n"]m £arn
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ing and earnest prayer.” Attendance on publick
worship has aiways been, and still continues, full
and exemplary. Several times, the members of the

church have, in a publick and solemn manner, renew-

ed their covenant with God and wiih one anoiher.

There have been several revivals of religion, a spe-
cial one in 1727, which continued for two years. In

41742, there was a most memorable revival throughout
all New Fmsﬂnnﬁ W‘mnn 1r‘)c!" 11nm‘\nhcc | 'S
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lievers andprofessors of religion. 1In these affusions
of the Spirit, the inhabitants of this town enjoyed a
happy part. In about two years, nearly '70 werse

oy vv:n: ] L 1’ — o o A £ om
added to the numbers of visivle belisveis. iu 1807,

there was more than an ordinary degree of religious

attention. Divine grace is as rich and free as ever.
We are now straitened in ourselves; in God is inex-
haustible fulness. < Q that the salvation of Israel
were come out of Zion! When the Lord bringeth
back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall re301ce
and Israel shall be glad.”

Time has taken away the means of ascertaining
when this church was organized. Its four first
ministers were men of distinguished abilities and
classical erudition. In gemeral, their ministry was
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long, peaceful and happy. Tthie form of church gov-
ernment was an early controversy, but the Congrega.-
ional prevailed over the Presbyterian, and the deci

v-l“ - wasl) sAWLAT

sion was very formal, that ruling e\ders should net
be distinct from the feaching elder. Since the year
1700, there have been eleven deacons in the church,
two of whom survive, the last elected into office is
the oldest man in town. Within 43 years, eleven
graduates from Harvard College have been admitted
members of this church. At the close of the minis
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try preceding the present, there were in fuill commun-

ion 24 males and 63 females, in all 87 professors,

22 only more than at the close of the first ministry.
"Three houses of public worship have been srccted

il VI LVULGUW,
"The first, built in 1656, which stood a few rods East
of this, was ¢ thatched with straw,”” and by constant
repairs lasted 50 years. ‘The seécond, erected in
i700, lasied 83 years. The present was built in
1'78() has alreadvy sts
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od nearly 28 J-aais, is more
spacmus and eiegant more correspondent with the
increase of means and the improvemeat of lasie. At
an early period, the people were summoned to
publick worship by beat of drum. The present
bell [7] is, however, probably ihe fourth. There
are large and increasing funds [8] for the support of
the gospel ministry, which will soon render the bur.

den of sapnort very inconsiderable.  Awmong the lar-

gest benefactors of the church, we may reckon The-
ophilus Frarey of Boston, Hannah Pratt and Moses
Bullen.

Attention was early given to schools [9]. Hand-
some funds have been assigned for their support, and
a committee is chosen every year to visit them, in
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order to witness the improvement of the scholars,

and to encourage good instruction, morals and disci-
"The first school-house was bniit in 1666. 1In

L
pline. The# in 4

the three now erecied, about 200 children are daily
instructed. There is also a female academy estab-
lished in the centre of the town. We have also profit-
ed by the ancient and venerable University in the vi-
cinity, from which so-many useful, pious and illus-

Tcern
irious men have procecded, during the lone neriod of

175 years. All the ministers of this society have re-
ceived their education there. Besides these, 49 oth-
ers 107 are known to have been graduated in that
seminary, of whom 9 are dead, 10 were in the profes-
sion of Diviniiy, 3 of Law, and 3 of the healing aft.
Three [147] are now undergraduates in the same lii-
erary institution.

In 1786, there commenced a coliection of books
for a tiorary, which has p ich sourc of light

and vsefulness.  'The principles of organization com-

. 3 ; h
rge and constant increase of beoks
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Its plan serves as the model of many similar instita-
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upper nall of the Abauclu‘y, anda the ubruly oW Coii-
sists of 746 volumes, besides pamphlets. Among
these, is the British Encyclopedia, with many other
works of great value,

The wovulation of the town amounted in 1810 to
786 souls. During the ten preceding years, the in-
crease was only 44 persons. 'The emigration into
new countries has been very considerable. The towns
of Sturbridge and Southbridge, at first called New-
Medfield, were chiefly settled by persons who re-
moved from this ancient town.
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In the Revolutionary war, the inhabitants of this
place contributed a full share of support, and took a

smrlted part in maintenance of it prmciples. Seve-
with a‘rmt force f argument and pang GOy Of reiark,

alike honourary to thelr authors and to the country.
Several of our citizens lost their lives in each of the
wars which have been waged, the French and Indian,
the Revolutionary and the recent one.

"Those, whom providence has placed in a state of

want and sicknese; receive 2 very kind publick maia-

tenance as well as every token of tender sympa-
ihy. {i2] Several societies are formed in liberal aid
of most of the noble objects which now occupy the

3 YR 1A G
minds of the picus, benevolentand charitable inrougn-

out every section of the whole christian werld.
Several distressing occurrences have, at times,

been witnessed. Xour persouns were drowned, atone

time, in Oharles’ river. - The ravages of the great

Selrnoss
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ickuess in 4754 were feh ere iess inan in neigh-
bouring towns, The year 4776 proved paculiaﬂy
MoTta)L vy tne prévalence of ine smail pox. Li 18
worthy of memory, that the dysentary, which carried
so many to the grave in other places, did noi rage
here with its usaal virulence. iIn i800, a very sin-
gular but fatal disorder prevailed among children.
In & short period, 8 feil vicilms io its power. 1t had
Ui appearance of wihai bas since been Known by the
vulgar name of ¢the spotted fever.” "This is the
first place in which it commenced its ravages, destin-
ed soon after to be so prevalent and mortal in the
Northern States, in the cold season of the year, here-
tofore so propitious to health.

C
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There is but one place for the burying of the dead.
The land was given the town by Joseph Metcalf.

L) ) . et . r
The fivst person laid in it, as tradition relates, wag
one Dampsoil, and the stones, near the centre of the
| L:.-. omnen ann dictimmenichod hoe ha
}al(l, ﬂlbbbbu OVET 111s SLAVU LU UiSullrquisuuis vy o~

ing each perforated It is probable that the remains
of about 1900 persons now rest in that one silent man-
sion of the dead. In the great deficiencies of early
records, a calculation on 100 years, last pasi, makes
it appear that 1164 have died within one century.
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in the lasti O% 'yums, as iaiy porsohis Gave GiCG QS
are now living, viz.790. In the latter 50 years of
the century, 6 more only have died than in the for-
mer 50 vears. Dauring the last 100 years, the least
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pambers, who have died in any one year, Weié iWo
in 1734 ; and the largest numbers were 36 in 4776.
The average number of deaths in a year is between

i and 12. Tn the last year, 46 have deceased; &
were abhove 76 vears of age ; and one was about 9G.
‘Though but few tembsiones are erected in proporiion
to the whole number of the dead, yet we may count

su thom 76 nersons hetween 70 and 90 vears of ag

and 15 hpprpn a0 and 100. One female. Mrs. Mar
garet Wight, lived to the great age of 103. 1tis
remarkable that no child, under 24 years of age, has
died for nearly iwo years. The average perlod of

ministerial service, caiculated on the ionr first minis-

ra * P -
{ers, is about 39 years. "L'here are, noew hiving, 43

widows, between 80 and 88 years of age.

The religious denominations are two. That of
onr hapfist 113] brethrenis composed of persons part-
ly fwm this, but prmmpally from neighbouring towns.
As they have houses of worship both in Medheid and
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Dedham, they meet, in stated turns, at each. ¢'The
Society was formed in 17562. The Meeting house
here was buili in 4772. 1In 1776, the church wasg
Tnstituted. In September following, rev. Thomas
Uair was ordained. His pastoral relation terminating
in 1787, he became pastor of the second Baptist church
in Boston. Occasional supplies were obtained, until
the rev. William Gammel was ordained, 22d August,
181Q. 'The funds of this society are considerahle and
accumulating.”

The jfirst settiers had many trials and severe hard-
ships to endure. 'Their greatest distresses arose from
the savages, the most subtle, the most cruel, and the

mnct dvnoedad AL 1) neinentan 42} A Vemroner~ P12
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great apprebensions. At length, the Indians concert-
ed a plan to extermmate the white people from New-

Eangland, or t p ish in the attempi. 'They were
headed hv Me com, second son of Magsasoit, better
known by the name of king Philip, a native Prince,

¥ 4

deep in caunsel, bou in action, and wholly devoied
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io his peopile. He had spent along time atthe West
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began the work of massacre, spreadmg terrour and
havock before them. Having arrived in a vast body
at Wachusett mountain in Princeton, they divided
for more extensive mischiefs into two parties. One

~ l'\ 1.4-%-) l\'\" -
proceeded towards € ﬁ"d, Chelmsiord, Woburn

and Haverhill. 'The other burni Lancasier, 'Maribo-

rough and Sudbury, and soon reached Medfield.

The Sunday before the assault, they were seen on

the heights of mount Nebo and Noonhill, as the peo-

ple came ont from publick worship. 'There were then
3
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four [147] garrisons in town. Nearly 800 soldiers
had arrived for its defence ; but these had been bil-
lited out upon the mhalufants in everv direction. he

ray Mpr Wﬂnnn had chareced his flock to be vigilant
r ) v “ /A N B BARN ALV AR WL a
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vingt dan gers. Moaon-

e

day mormng, 2ist Feb 1676 was the fatal period.
During the night preceding, the Indians had spread
themselves over every part of the town, skulking be-
gide every fence axd huilding. At the first dawn of
day, about 50 buildings were set into a blaze at the
game instant. Manv of the inhabhitants fhrmw-b p'ronf
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perils were able to reach the garrisons, others were
shot down as they rushed out of their houses, and
one was burnt in his own dwelling, At length, the

€ YV ER LY N ™ “7“““ I\ni\‘ihn].‘l\l] “"l\ "n"‘ wh Nx T v N '\'I‘."l]n'f‘ ;:‘ﬁ "‘
BAVASUS WULC CUMIPpUnta wu fours UYOL a oriugy iii HIY

South-West part of the town., Borning the bridgein
order to cut off pursuit, they retired to.a savage feast

n the top of the nearest hill; in view of the roins
.,ncy had occasioned. Philip had been seen, I‘idlil*’"
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ening to visit them every year for twenty years to
come. Ie didnot live o fulfil this promise.

The destruction commenced at the Hasi part of
the town. Most of the honses and barns were con-
sumed belween the meeung-u@use and tlie ur""ge
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mills were destroyed. T'he best houses and all the
garrisons escaped. The damages were estimated at
about 9,000 dollars. It was supposed that there
were 500 Indians in this engagement. Their dread
of cannon hastened them away. Soon after, they
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carried destruction to Rehoboth, Pawtucketand Prov-
idence. Here, John Fussell, aged about 100, was
s house. Light inhabitanis were killed,
four were mortaﬁy wounded, besides {hree soldiers
vhio fell, amouniing in ail to fifieen {i57]. :
On the 6th of May following, the Indians met with
a notorious repulse at the stone-house near Medfield,
in the Northeast corner of Medway. On the 2d of
July, there was, near this, a new conflict in the woods.
and more execution was done upon the enemy. A.
mong the captives recovered, a slave gave informa-
tion of an iatended attack upon Taunton with 200
savages, which information proved the preservation
of that town by timely anxiliaries

own " +tn "l‘(\“l e r\
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fection, July 85th, 30 of our men and 90 christian
Indians from Dedbam and Medfield pursued the sav-
ages and captivated ab ut 50 of them, aimong whom
was Pomham, the greai sachem of the Narraghan.
getts., Soon after, the Savages retired from this part
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of the couniry, to carry new distresses into moy

dgistant regions. Dut neitiier time nor the occasion
wiil I)Pl'm]f me ta lav hpfml’ﬂ ynn many athar intavact.

ing partlculars, whr,ch vet onght to I;e- left on ever.
lasting record, the memorials of divine protection and
of the perils escaped by our ancestors in the desert
in preparing the garden of the world for their sons.
1t pleased God to place our forefathers in the

midst of oreat farrnlo k‘la
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to the American W nderness, they there found temp-
tations and dangers. At length, God cast out the
heathens, and brought our fathers into a large place.
The fields you cultivate were once moistened with
their blood. Your sleep is not disturbed by the sound
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of the war-whoop. Your path is not ambushed
amidst the labours of the day. Your pmvﬂeﬂ'es en-

n wmm o an ol en va

éntire devotedness to your divine Benefactor who has
made you to differ from those who have gone before
you.

To us, 166 yearsare a vast period of time. 'This
period has borne down to the grave several entire
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oblivion the very names of those who have been be-
fore us. 'Their sufferings have closed, and their ag-
onies are over. 'The consequences of their conduct
oniy will remain io them. 'They have guitted their
loved possessmns, they have left their earthly all to
their snccessors, whom they never knew. Another
race has arisen in their places, and is in furn swiftly
marching with large strides fo ihe same land of for-
getfuiness. Here, all is succession and a“g T he
iips of the first ministers have, long since, been geal
ed in nernetnal silence. ‘L'he ilrsi members of ine
church have been sent to the last account. God and
the Redeemer ouly are the same. The God of our
fathers lives. His religion opens prospecis, whici
will not fade, of fuiure rewards, of better things for
the righteous.

W ithin the nteresting period we nave been review -
ing, wonderful events have occurred in our own land.
Mercies and judgments have heen mingled together.
The once dreaded natives of the land are well nigh
extinct. Frightful earthquakes and stormy winds

have shaken this old and crazy gicbe. Famine and
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pestilence have carried fear with them, and destruca
tion has followed their steps. Frosts and other fright-
ful agents of nature have shown, that dependance can

e -
be had on Jehovah alone, A small, unprotected peo-
ple, mere wanderers in a wilderness, three thousand

miles distant from the parent country, to which they
looked for help and found oppression, have made
their way to independence and empire, and are still
sending out their millions to the almost unbounded
regions of the West and the South. The most ex-

panded mind is not able {5 calculate vesulis at ouce

so rapid and amazing. Tu other parts of the globe,
whoie empires have been overturned ; nations, scarce-
Iy known before, have arisen into power 3 and revo-

]l'lhnna ywnat nndaas

Intions most astonishing have changed ibe very con-
dition of the world. New discoveries have bee

made ; and vast improvements have been introduced
into all the arts and sciences. Suchk men as Newlon
and Addlson, Wasnmbton and rranklm have arisen
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We live in an age full of information, and full of
most memorable evenis. 'The most remoie portions
of cur race are drawn near each oiher by closer ties
and a more genercus sympathy. Men’s hearis are
enlarged, a.ud mey uegm io look beyond themselves

o i benell vl pusierily and ol nailons most remote,

Recently, the powerful rulers of the Eastern Conti-
nent stop, in the midst of the career of victories, to de-
clave, before the world, that the only legitimate prin-
ciples of government are those of Revelation, which

henceforth they would make the rules which should
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direct them. Never before, were there so many lit-

erary, humane, charitable and religious institutions

formed. Never, since the apostolick age, did the re.

r

ligion of Chirist receive more atlention. "The bible
to do good !
The heralds of the gospel proclaim divine truth, and
strangevs to it listen. Idols fall to the ground, while
incense rises to God. The Islands of the sea receive
the law of duty, and the earth begins to be one great
temple, vocal with the praises of Jehovah. The
U, O PN A K DUR. R ISR |
WULK 15 UUWw 3 4 iU IUSL duLiccu,
learn the art of doubting.

‘We have been reviewing the period of 166 years.
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my hearers; have nothing to do with so long
a period. Before such another series of years shail
nave elapsed, you and your children will have heen
with your fathers, where duration will not be
measured by suns and centuries. 'T'he inierests of
this world will soon be nothing to you. 'The great
gbiects of Ohristian faith will be every thing, T.earn
to prize noihing highly, which is not immortal, whickh
von cannot take with yon out of time. Live as in
sight of the world of realities, and think less of mere
shadows upon earth. The consequences of your
tempers, habits and actions will, very soon, be ali
which shalil remain to you of this vain life. Posteri-
ty will depend on what you do for them. "Their in-

heritance will be your present exertions and exam-
ples. Animate your children in the ways of well-
doing, and set them in the road to glory. 'Then,
your virtues will live many times in your race. Ris-
ing up in long successions of generations, they will
call you blessed, while you will be the means of peo-

pling the mansions of heaven.,.—AMEN!



NOTES.

1.~THE towns formed out of Dedham, with the religicus
societies, times of incorporation and numbers of inhabitants
are as follow : Medfield, twe, 1st Jan. lS 0, 8.8. 786: Wren-

tham, tweo, 15 Oct. 1673, 2478 : Needham, two, 5 Nov. 1711,

1097 : Bellingham, one, 27 Nov. 1719, 766: Walnole, ene,
10 Dec. 1724, 1098 : Natick, ene, 19 Feb. 1781, 766 : Dover.
one, 7 July, 1784, 518: Dedham, four, SSept 1636, 2174.
2.~—The land of Medfield was sriginally purchased of Chick-
atabutt, an Indian Sachem in Stoughton. It was again bought
in 1685 of his grandsen Charles Josias ats TOSia“ Wampatuck,
with the advme of his counsellors old Ahawton, Wim. Ahaw-
ton and Robert Momaontace, with the zonseat of his guardlans
Williain Stougtton and Josepn narclmg, for the valuable con-
sideration of 1410, waid by Thowas Thursion and John Hard-
mg, to whom ,the deed was executed in behalf of the town.
S.—donn Vviison Jr. united in himself the three offices of
preacher, physician and schoclmaster, at the same time. The
contract on record is cuvious as well as minute, providing against
interferenees in these three branches of hncinece  Tn 1804 1o
had [25 for keeping school a year, inciuding beard, with liberty
efabsence two days in a week when he preached, and deduction
was to be made in his wages when called away as a physician.
4.—Descendants of this family yet remain in town, and oth-
ers are known in this State under the names of Gardner, Buck-
minster and Peabody. The salary of rev. mr. Baxter did net
exceed /60 ; and his settlement was 150, In 1743, the salary
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was 155, lawful money, or 1220, old tenor. Sometimes, a gra-
tuity of [50 per year was made him by the town. Voluntary or
“free” contributions on the sabbath, usually exceeded 110 a
vear, besides presents from Dedham neighbors who attended
his meetings. He corresponded with the famous Jesuit Ralle
in Latin. He was concerned in iron-works, and was a man of
business and property.

5—Rev. J. Townsend’s publications were, a sermon, to this
import, the baptism of iniants, or childrenincluded in the Abra-
hamick covenant ; a caveat against strife among christian breth-
ren, Gen. 13, 7, 5, M\,ﬂﬁdd, 12 Nioy, 1748 5 and a thankoiving
germon on the reduction of Quebec, Est. 9, 20, 21, 22, Medfield,
95 Qct. 1759. He was seitied on a Salary of 1200, old tener,
and [400 settlement, besides firewood and use of parsonage
lands;l12 2 year were sometimes made him as a gratuity. Three
children survive, Miss Sarah, Horatio, A. M. Esquire, and mr.
Gregory Townsend.

6—His publications were I—sermon on the duty of offen-
ding and effended brethren, Mat. 5, 23, 24, Medfield, 1773,
2—sermon at the Ordination of rev. H. Wight, Bristol, R. 1. 2
Cor. 6, 34, 1785. S5—Sermon at the ordination of rev. Pitt
Clark, 1 Cor. 3, 2, Norton, 1793. 4—Kignt Hand of Fellow-
ship at the erdination of rev. L. Wright, Medway, 1798. 5—
A discaa&se on the 4th July, 1799, Medfield. 6-—A sermon at
the ordination of rev. 1homas N‘asm, 1 Cor. 3, 5, Northfield,
1799. 7—Idieness reproveu, Mai. Z0, O, iioiiston, 1S02.
g—Religion and Morality united, Mic. 6, 8, Medfield, 1802.
9—Charge at the ordination of rev. Joshua Bates, Dedham, i305.
10—On death, the last enemy, 1 Cor. 15, 26, at the funeral of
rev. Jason Haven, Dedham, 1803. 11—Evil speaking, Rom.
14, 16, Medfield, 1804. 12—The sin and danger of strength-
ening the hands of evil doers, Jer. 23, 14, Medfield, 1805. 15—
Sermon oun wne Madicnal Fagt, 22 Pealm 0 Halligtan. 1819, 14
—sermen before the Massachusetts Soc1ety for promotmg chris-
tian knowledge, 2 Thess. 3, 13, Boston, 1813. 15—Charge at
the Ordinatien of rev. Martin Moore, Natick, 1814. Rey. Dr.
Prentiss had a settlement of /160, and I71, 9, 4, Salary, together
with the use of parsonage lands. His widow and all lus chil-
dren survive, viz, Mary, Abigail, rev. Thomas A. M. of Charles-

town, Elizabeth, Catharine, Henry member of the senior, John
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member of the junior class in Harvard University, Mercy and
William.

7—There was a bell in 1676 3 but in 1684 Zac. Barber was
liired {v beat ihe drum on sabbath days for half the year.

8—The funds consist in the avails of lards in 1691 given'the
church for the support of the gospel ministry by Theophilus
Frarey, worth $1030. Hannah Pratt, in 1752, gave lands, sold:
for $978. Maeses Bullen Esquire gave land in 1802 valued at
$540. By will he has left property to a considerable amount'to:
be put to the same use on the decease of his very rasnsstghlc
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widow, now nearly 90 years of age. In 1762, mr. Eliezer Bul-
lard made a donation of 15. He gave also a silver cup, as did
mrs. E. Richardson another, for sacxamental uses. Sundry per'
sons, about the same time, gave 4o the amount of 162, 10, oid
tenor. Adam Peters Esquire bequeathed %100 to be paid on
the decease of his widow, 24 May, 181G, There is aiso other
property belonging to the Society arising from the sale of pews.

9—1In 1683, the town hired mr. Johnson to keep school one
year for [11, twenty shillings of it to be paid in money within'a
fortnight, the restin town pay, with leave to be gone two weeks
in the spring o practise physick, and he was to deduct ail oth-
er time so lost from his wages. In 1728, the town voted I26
for o grammar schoel.

10—The graduates belonging to Medfield are, *rev. Joseph
Morge, A. M, 1805 gottled g2 Ciuuuhiuu s *Juseph Daxier, A.M.
1724 puysician, died of the small pox, Dublin,in Ireland ;- *rev.

Ehenezer Morse, A, M. 1757, Shrewsbury ; *rev. Elisha Har-

ding, A M. 1745, Brookfield; *Barachias Mason, A.M. 1742,
HMedileld 5 *rev. Amos Adams, A.M. 1752, Roxbury; Joshua
Armsby, A. M. 1773, Sutton; Sylvanus I‘Iimpton, A. B. 1780,

physician, Woburn; rev. Henry Wight, A. M. 1782, Bristoi,
R‘ I.; Horatlo TOVVHQP"(] A M 1'7’9’} nt\rl‘\nm ‘nv"- *\‘"“"
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Job Wight, A.M. 17843 *Timothy waht, AM. 1774, physi-
cian, Long-Island, N.Y.; rev. Stephen Baxter, A. M. 1788,
Western; rev. Pitt Clark, A.M. 1790, Norton 3 James Rich-
ardson, A.M. 1797, law, Dedham; Daniel Adams, AM. 1799,
law, Medfield ; *Elias Mann,A. M. M.B. Medfield ; rev. Joseph
Allen, A.M. 1811, N'ortuboroufrh . and rev. Thomas Prentiss,
A.M. 1811, Charlestown. * Dead.

4



26

11—Silas Allen semior, Henry Prentiss senior, and John

Prentiss junior are now in Harvard University.

12-—0n the first sabbath in 1817, a confribution was made in
order te commence; on a small scale, a fund, to be increased by
the same method every year, for the benefit of the poor,in hopes
that, in process of years, it would supersede the necessity of a
poor tax. More than 100 dollars were collected on the first
sunday of 1817, of which sum Miss Sara Townsend, daughter
of the late rev. J. Townsend, generously gave $50.

15—In 1752, Ebenezer Mason exhibited to the town a cer-
tificate that he was a member of a Bapiisi Charch in Boston.

14—The garrisouns stood where mr. Johnson’s tavern now
does, near mr. Simeon Chenery’s, and mr. Amos Mason's 3 and
a part of another now forms the back wall of mr. Abraham Har-
ding’s house. Remains of Indian arts are found every year;
and the discovery of a serpent sculptured from stone would
lead to the suspicion that it had been an idol.

15—John Fussel, Henry Adams, John Bowers, John Bow-
ers, Jr. Thomas Mason, Zechariah Mason, Jonathan Wood, and
Elizabeth Smith were killed, and three soldiers, William Wil-
liains, of Boston, John Cooper, of Beston, and Edward Jack-
son, of Cambridge. Margaret Thurston, Samuel Lhurston,

Daniel Clarke and Timothy Dwight were wounded  Elizabeth
Adams was accidently sl* next day, by the discharge of a

musket in a garrison. Ac oupie were married on the day of
hhhhh al mossacre 5 the lady was trom a Bowers family.

* A large number of weavers were among the first settlers of
the town. Slaves were common and numercus. The rev. mr.
Baxter went te reprove goody Linceln for the sin of practising
witchcraft, and felt a strange pain in his leg on his return,
which was attributed to her ill influence. The first parish was
organized 3d Feb. 1816. The churci Records do not com-
mence {ill 6th June. 1738.

The deacons, as far back as they can be ascertained, w1th
the time of their election, are as follow.

John Thurston, Ist Jan. 1699, Capt. Samuel Barber, 26th May,
1710, Samuel Rocket, 28th May, 1710, Peter Balch, 25th Nov.
1739, Ephraim Wheelock, 9th Dec. 1739, David Morse, 19th
Jan. 1746, John Pratt, 19th Jan. 1746, Peter Coolidge, 25th
April, 1753, James Boyden, 15th April, 1761, Hon. Daniel
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Perry, 8th Sept. 1779, Samuel Morse, 8th Sept. 1779, Enoch
Adams, 'st Dec. 1779, Obed Fisher, 24th June, 1795, Jonathan
Wight, 5th Sept. 1804,

'T'he prices of the articles following are of the old tenor cur-.
rency, whose value varied with the increase of depreciation,
being in 1743 as 4 to 1 of lawful money, and ended, about the
middle of last century,as 73 #o one,45 shillings making ene dol-
lar. In 1700, a barrel of powder was at 18—60 Ib. bullets at 6s
—300 flints at 6s8—boarding for 38 days at [l 2s—sweeping
the meeting house 2 years atlt. In the year 1699, Cider, a
barrei, was at 8s—I bushei appies at is—7 ib. nog’s lard 55—
11b. flax at 1s—1 plough at 55—~4830 rails at 1/—In 1702, Rye
was at 4s—wheat at 5s—corn at 2s6—3 lb. tobacco at 7s—day’s
work by man at 2s—horse * new shod all round” at 3s—setting
a shoe at 3d—hat and band at 5s6—wool at 1s—making a coat
at 4s—bible at 5s—binding an old one at 3s—men’s shoes 65—
women’s shoes at 4s6—bonnet at Is6—buiter at 7d—man’s
year's service at 110 1s—5 cwt. iren at [12 10s—1 year’s hoard
for a son at Harvard College at [10—ditto for tuition at I2.—
Board at College was then increasing at the rate of I2 a year
for the three followmg years.

The first grist mill was erected in 1652. Samuel Bullen
huilt the first houge. 2 few rods north of where mr. Daniels
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Hamant now lives, and his family was the first that moved ints
town. The first settlers had from 6 to 12 acres assigned them
in the middle of the town. and nasture and mowing lands af a
distance. 1In 1697, of those who attended a town meeting the
proprietors were 98, The last minister was settled, 24 May,
1815, The town is gradually improving; and the mind is
cheered with good prospects for distant poster 1ty, when, instead
of the fathers. shall be the sons.






