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SERMON~ 

" ~ow, theref 0'¥'1, stand still, that I may t"e«son with you bef or.e 
the Lord, of all the rrighteous acts oj" the Lorrd, whieh he did, 
to you and to youi· fathers.'' L S.11MuBL 12, 7. 

Gon bas made all things· to be instructi1'e to 
us. Revelation is the highest instance of truth and 
.t'O'l"f-a1nf,r l,,o,-qn~o n.,,;j.V .,:t;_;nl.nro~~ f.lu:1o ,n.,...;.,_,,.;...,.1~~ -:v.,..,... 
'VU& 111/fJAU.UJ' uvv .... uou .IU'\;JJ. • ., uu,..,1.u.::,v~ IIUU p1..11N.1.I.J:'.l""'O' f,I. til:t 

to them his sanction, while conscience feels their force, 
miracles ascertained their origin, the · lapse of ages­
fulfils the prophecies, swells the triumphs · of grace, 
--.1 ..,.,1.1.., _..,. •• ,. -=-----~- J.1.-L J.1 _____ 1 __ 1_ !- J.1.- ------ .. 119 
au.u AllU~ ._iot~ p1·uo1::;, Uli:LI, 1,ll~, 'W llOU::i ,ti; 1,ll~ lia.UtS~ 01. 

Jehovah. :Jn the works of nature, we perceive much 
of the mind of him wl)o contrived them ; we see him 
at his work; we are made acquainted with many of 
the laws he adopts, the principles of utility on which 
he acts. No impious deceiver has an:v power to conn-- ~ -
terfeit or to alter these ,ecords of the Deity, inscrib-
ed by his own hand on all creation!t ln his wonder~ 
working providence, we clearly see whlJ.t God is by 
what he tloes. All is placed before our very senses. 
Here can be no ,vant of e,1idence, anll no fear of de~ 



eeption. In the passing events of every day, ··th• 
blind only cannot see the hand of the great Dispos~r 
of all~•,things. Although winds, seas and unnumber­
ed worlds all lie at his command, ·yet he often shows 
us that he can do without them, as well as with them. 
He attains his purposes by employing ve1 .. y inconsi.~­
erable means, the better to manifest his amazing skill 
and power. Often, he fulfils his intentions by means 
altogether unlikely to pr~duce a,ny such effects, his 

• .. ,. • .. ,,. • • ft • .. • 

enemies oo n1s worK, tne wrath ot man praises n1m. 
In one age of the world, he makes preparations for 
gr~at events which are to t~ke place in the remotest 
periods of time. He has endless duration in which 
to work, ind nothing is, in the least degree, hu1·1·ied. 
The tide oi events ~ows, while the plan of Je~ovah 
meets neither with <lefeat or with interruption. 

It i_s a pious employment always to ·keep our eye 
on the hand of God in every movement be makes. 
No cioubt, the· Being we serve is pieased, ,,,hen we 
think of him in our daily ·l;i.bours, ,vhen ,ve raise ·our 
best desires to him, ,vhen ,ve admire his skill seen 
in bis works, ,vhen ,ve refer our ine1·cies to his boun .. 
ty, when ,ve ascribe our s;;ifety to his care, when we 
resign our llestinies to bis clisposal, and when we ac­
knowledge his agency in tlH~ comm~n events of every 
day. This is a constant homage, the force of pious 
feelings, superiour to the show of forms. When we 
1 .. ead the history of •an~ient and of modern. times, ,,..e 
are actually reading a history of divine providence.· 
-For this reason, by· f a:r the greater part of _the holy 
scriptures is n1a·de up of mere history, a 1·ecord of 
facts for the instruction of maukiucl. Kingdoms, in­
divicluals and events pass in quick and a,vfol-review 



before us, from which we are made to extract lessons 
of wisdom, to give us the bene:6.ts of experience with-· 
out its dangers and trials. · The sacred records de­
scend do\vn to very minute particulars, to common 
life, to t~e purchase of a field, to the description of the 
sma~lest parts of a building, to articles of dress, and 
indeed seem to treat nothing as foreign to their de. 
sign, ,vhen it. belongs to hu~an nature. These things 
employed the pens of apostles and prophets. The 
interesting story oi Jacob going down into Egypt, 
and the march of the Israelites through the sea and 
wilderness into the holy land is repeated over and 
over a~ain. We sl1ould ~nd it difficult to say any 
thing aboat the common concerns of life, without be .. 
ine: able tci find it i usti:6.ed bv some examnle in ho]v 

I.., u Ill .L tJ 

writ. Samuel, like the illustrious Moses, was not 
willing to quit the cares of publick life, until he had 
rehearsed " all the righteous acts of the Lord" in 
iite hearing oi his countrymen. Ii was ihe custom 
of our Saviour, from the ordinary events of" every 
hour, to draw moral instructions and to awaken l"e. 

ligious feelings. 
If ancient history is so important as to be worthy 

of becoming a part of hoiy writ, it is not easy to see 
,vhy the modern history of divine p1"ovidence should 
be useless. Without it, we should be lost in igno~ 
ranee, and the knowledge of events most interesting 
to us wonld never 1·eitch USo History is the '\"litness 
of ages, the light of truth, the life of memory, the 
.directress of human conduct, and the 1messenger of 
antiquity. Posterity depend for all their information 
on ,vhat we transmit to them. On this account, Mo .. 
ses says, " remember _the days of old, consider the 



y~~rs of many generations, ask thy father and he 
will show tliee, and thy elders and they will tell 
thee." The psalmist speaks of a 1~ w in Israel, that 
~, what ,ve bave hl'ard ~ncl known and our fathers 
have told us, w~ s·hould not hide from our-children, 
showing to the generation to come the praises o~ the 
~ord, that they should make them known unto their 
thildren, that generations to come might know them, 
even the .children that .~houlcl he horn, who should 
arise and declare the1n to their children, that they 
might set their hope in God, and not forget the works 
of God, but keep his commandments." 

As i66 years have rolled away since this town 
was incorpo1~ated, it may not be deemed improper to 
em1lloy our thoughts on subjects connected with sucit 
aQ. anniversary. As generation after generation is 
hurrying do,vn to the g1~ave, the kno,vledge of more 
ancient events is also swiftly passing with them into 
n.1-..l~u~n,, 'l'ho .r>l-11, ..... .,.],.. n,...u,I .,_1.,u"""'!!!!T-ll ... 1"'Pf'lu--,~dw H-.;.p,_ ;. 11s·o wu-
UUJ.L' .LV .. .&e L li.V '-t.&.IUJ.\.lil U.ll TT vv 1;;, u, v w, ~ 

Yery deficient, that great researches would be able to 
preserve but little. 

1\'Iodfield may be reckoned among the oldest to,vns 
in N e\v-Englan.d. It ,:vas the 43u thai received an 
act of incorporation in the Comraon wealtli of Massa .. 
chusetts. Previous to its betoming a town, many 
inhabitants had been settled in it, when it ,vas dis­
tinguisbecl sometimes by the name of " tl1e farn1s" 
and somelitnes by that of " Dedham village." Proba­
bly, the set~len1ent commenced ,vithin ten years after 
the landing of our forefathers at Plymouth in f 6:20. 
'.fradition says, the -na-nie, ,vhich may signify '' mid­
dle fiehl," ,vas so called on account of the large, beau­
tiful fie~d_, or elevate{l plain, ,ybich fo11ms· the ~•iddle 



of the town. Or as ancient Records spell the ,vord 
ii Mead-field,'' it might have received the uame from 
the extensive Meadows v1hich line the · banks o( 
Charles·' River passing by it on the West, or froin. 
its pasture lands in general, as the wo1·d mead sig­
nifies. 

Medti~ld was originally a part·or Dedham. That 
town in f 637 had SO families, . come together from 
il~Wo111onf-· ,-u,""4-ct ,,:.~ 11 .• , ... ~--''"' Fj,1...-.~ .... :t.. ...... --;-L _e .a.I-~----
"-1.&.u.va.v.u." l'&.41" 11.:, UI. ..LAIUI.Vl'O• ..I. .UUUf=,11 lllU~I, U.l l,Ut:illl 

b~fore their removal were strangers to each other, et 
8 persons formed themselves the next year into a 
church state, and. elected one of their own number to 
be their pastor. Having severely felt the evils of in­
tolerance in their parent couniries, ihey sought for 
the-rights of private judgment in the wilderness. In 
admitting members, the chief regard·_ was ·had to 
'-' soundness of grace ;" and, next, they desired to 
exhibit such meekness of tamper, such '' aiiliableness 
of spirit and innocence of life as might ,vin t;he love 
and the desires of .all godly souls to come unto tbe 
church cheerfully." Small as the number was, tbey 
lost uo time iu seltliug an ablt1 minister of ihe gospei 
among them. The ter:ritory, :fh·st caileci •' Content­
ment," afterwards receiving tbe legal style of '' Ded­
ham," now contains 8 ~ownships, * [ 1 J f 4 religious 
Societies, and 9683 inhabitants, while theie descend­
ants have been removing to settle other towns of more 
iecent date, now become as populous as the. original 
towns they left. · 

·The jirst town formed out of Dedham was Med­
field. The distance from the place of publick wor .. 

*The figures in brackets refer to tlui notes. 
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ship and f1:om the centre of business would naturall7 
lead to this measu1'e. The separation was probably 
~iiected with friendly feelings, and desired only for 
the sake of convenience. Nearly a century aiter-

.. " ... • 'I ... , • ~ ~ "11 -···-- . -· - -,varas, many 01 tne 1nnao1tants 01 veunam were at; .. 

customed to attend publick worship with th'e congre­
gation in ·this place. In the yea1' 1649, Edward Al­
leyne and others, in the name of the. rest of the in­
habitants of Dedham. procured by petition the e;rant 

.,, - - - -
of ·a new to,vnship, four n1iles North and South, three 
miies East and V{ est, 01· twelve Sll ucu:e wiles, pai-tly 
within Dedham on the East of Charles' River, and 
pa1~t1y without the limits of Dedham·· on tl1e West 
C!iilo nf f'ho U.it7Pl' fn hP fnl"tnP,,l 11.rith-in n,no ,rA~l'- ~n,1 
l,;J.L'-A.V VA. 4'1&.a'-' _.__,.._,..._, .. , "''-' ftJV .av.a.-..--"""' ,,..,.., ...... ,._...., v•"'"""' tJ ...,....,,..~ _. ... .,._ 

.. - . -· . . .. 
a week's warning to be given. Accord1ng1y, on tne 
:6.11st day of Janual'Y, 1.650, the town of Declham, in 
a legal meeting, transferred to Medfield all its rigJ]ts 
ancl iurislliction over this tel'ritorv. This event took -- ., ... 
place when John Endicott was governour of the Colo-
ny of }\llassachuse~ts, during the usurpation of Oli­
ver Crom,vell, neai1ly a year after king Chatles the 
first Wfl-~ 1u~heaclefl. Ahont the sa-i-ne time~ this land 
,va!ii nurchased of an Indian sachem: and. in order 

~ .L ~ ~ 

ibat the1,e might be no possibility of injustice, it was·· 
a second time bought of the natives [~] in 1685. 

The two parishes of ,1lledivay "·ere once parts of 
Medfield, bnt never c~nstituted ar;y }lRrt cf ~he terri­
tory of Dedham. 'l'he E~st -71a1·1.sh, by the lndian 
name of Boggastow, ,vas i1icluded in the net of the 
inco1,poration of this town, 1st January, i 650. 'f'he 
West parisli, styled·" the ne,v Grant," was added 
to Melltield in consequence of its petition to thP Gen .. 
eral Court for 8 miles square, at tbe West, next te 



9 

'' the lands of the country,'' May, {659. Medway 
was erected if> a distinct to~n, 4th No\i6mber i1~3. 
The .,.W'a .. • .. +•nn ,1r,nn ~~ec'-ed ,. ..... -e ...... .,,.,,. .. J..a~-u----v ,:~--In .. i;,"'l' 1. fA,111.V n QiO vii; Ii J.ll l' l U;i\JI, II. 1 UI lld ' ff u.,.,. 

conseut of parties. The next year, 1'1edway iJniit a 
1..,.. .... --~----••Ll~-1-•-----··~-~-- . .. 'I __ J_J_'l.'1 - -- ·. -i •· 
uuu~o 101· pt.Luutai.:worsn1p, auu seuaeu a; ~ospe1 min-
ister. . The town now contains i!f 1 · inhabitan:ts. . 

Our.- predecessors were men of ardent piety. 
Medfield ·no sooner became a town than it provided 
evangelical instructions alid discipliBe. The :tirst 
minister was rev. John Wilson Junior. He was the 
.nrl..lnt°"-1- ,~..,...., ,,...I ... ft•• T ,.1,.....,. UT~l .... ,....,.. ~ .,_1,..,.. J!-~"'!.I. --!-.! --'--·-- . ~ 
uA~'-'"'" -,uu u1. .1. c;-y. ~uuu ,, .1.1~uu, ~,1iuo 11nn, Jll1Ult!ttt:£ Ul 

Charlestown_, aft~rwaids the first minister of the ftrst 
. ' ..J, • 

churc-h in the 'an~"'ient town of .Boston, whom contem-
norarv bio!?raph.,v calls one of th0 three first worthies ... ., 0 ... 
• '-T . , ~ , .. • I . • • • ....... .. ,. 111"'1 • • .. 

iii l., e_W-ring1ana, into wn1cn .u.ooKer ana uotton 
broaght prosperity, and the elder Wilson contint~ed 
it The rev. John Wilson of Medfield, ,vhen a child, 
,vas wonderfully pt'eserved from· instant death. · He 
fell from the loft of a building four stories high into 
the street, struck upon his head, ,vas supposed to be 
lifeless when taken· up, an<l his re·storation ,vas at­
tributed to the earnest nr=1.vP.l9!il of h-i~ -fM.thP.1' ffA-

.L 11_· ·- .. ···- ·-·-•······-

graduated in tbe first class of Rarvarcl College, '.1.64~= 
He ,vas ordained in i649 a colleague" teacher" with 
'rev. Richard Mather in Dorchester. After two years, 
he removed to this town, in order '·' that l\led~eld 
might have a minister/.? He was installed here in 
i 65 f, and continued in office more than 40 years. 
''The Lord's day preceding his translation, he preach­
ed both forenoon and afternoon fervently and power­
fully. 'fhe Lorcl's day he expired, the greater part 
of bis church we1"'e present to behold· and la1nent his 
removal from them." He died, ~3d Aug. 1691, at 

~ 



the age of '~ three-score years and ten.'' He left n• 
records, and no printed discourse. lijs church con­
aisted of 15: .male and 40 female memlters. During 
his ministry,: on account of absence or sickness, ha 
was often assisted by bis son (3] Joh•~ Wilson Jr. 
His people had it in contemplation to _settle ~ondition­
ally ~ mr. Johll' White as a colleague in the pastoral 
Qffice;. but. this _measure was finally abandoned on 
account of disagreement 1·espe.cting the means of sup­
port. 

At the decease of tl1e tirst.pastor, the Society con­
tinued destitute of a settled . minister for nearly six 
-"'........ I .f'i.,,. ... .,,..,_...,.1,,..T~,..,..,.. 91el .n...,,..,..,.1.;.,.1.,.i-A~ 4-'ha PO'IT Tn 
J'O(A,l'::,e .L.lt..1.IA.il. 1Lil.U1:HUJ·.HJ5 U"'- \,,Cl,lJU.l.UU.\J\i,.::t' "uv .. vw• ..-v"" 

sepli -Baa:ter was ordained, ~1st April, '.1697 [4]. 
N earlv three vears before this. lie had nreached in ., ., - , .... 

this town at the ~.arly period of eighteen yea1·s of _age, 
and, • after ,vaiting a long seaso0: on account of bi1 
youth,_ was.ordained befor.e be was twenty one. He 

• • ......,_ • • ,. • 'W ,r 11 "91-.1/'lt ... I , I was· Dor~ in Hra1ntree, ~tn June, 1070; grauuateu at 
Harvarrl floHcge, 1693.; and died of the dropsy, ~cl 
~lay, i745, in the 69th year of l1is age, and 48th of 
bis ministryo , Ile left no 1·ecorcls of the acts of the 
churcb,nor are any p1·inteci sermons oi i1is now kno,vn. 
He was much respected, and generousiy supported. 
In his day, it was_ cnstoinary to make contributions, 
if· not .every sabbath,' at least once in a month. He 
aclmitted 373 persons. into the church, 2'28 recog11izcd 
the. b~.n ... tism~J cove!!~,1)t,. '1.nd . .f. 1.'o/5 recei.vecl the holv . . • . ,I • . ., 

ordinance of-baptism. 
Previous t«;, bis decease, he bad given his zvritten 

assent to the settlement of a colleague. But th_e 01~­

dination of rev. Jonatlian Townsend Jr. his successor, 
the eldes.t son of the first minister of Needham, war; . 
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not effected till the ,aid Oct. t7'45. He received his 
first degree at Harvard College in 1741 i Ue con­
tinued in the ministry nearly 24 years, when his pas­
toral iabours ceased. In the year 1776, the small pDM,­
thal cl1·eadiui scourge oi the human race, now almost 
exterminated by the substitution of vaccine inocula .. 
tion, was spread into every section of the country •. 
In attending on a friend, unexpectedly affected with 
the disease, he alio received the cont~.gion1 W~.J3 !'e­
moved to a hospital in Dedham, where he died, f!th 
Dec. i776, and where his remains still repose.- Un­
der his ministry, 61 ,vere admitted members of the 
church, ~I owned the baptismal covenant, and 33i 
UT p l"P. 1u1 n f-i '7 ,ul u; Cl T'U11-. u" ni 'tn n I!" n -~ ... l. ... .,,. .... ..., ... -::-- u-u--,ii 
•• '-'.._...., ...,...,t".,&U""'-L• .a.AJO J:'U.l'J'J..I.VU.11.1.VUO U,J.Q 1,11100 :,tj.[J11 '.-' 

[5] on different subjects. 
His successor was the rev. Thomas Prentis,. 

He was born in Holliston, 27th Oct. 1747, second son 
of the pa.stor of the church in that to~1n. He ,vas ad­
mitted to the first degree at Harvard College in f 768. 
Having become a member of the church in Oharles­
iown, in a little more than a year after he began to 
n'rP!:ll"h hP W!IQ n1•tlQ1n,ul ~f, Morl-Golrl Qlt!'04- l"\..,,l- .. ~n J., _ ..; __ ._ _...; , , ...... _.. ~...,..,~_,...., ...,., ..._,...,.._,...,. .... ....,.._.._., 'UI A'-'11 '-'VIie .I. J j V. 

The hononrary degree of Doctor nf Divinity ,vas Cuij.­

ferred upon him in f808 by the University in which 
he had been educated. After a short illness, he died 
of the peripneumonia notha, on the ~8th Feb. 1814, 
greatly beloved and lamented. During l1is ministry, 
207 v1ere admitted members of the chui~ch, Qne only 
owned the batltismal covenant, and 401 were haptiz~ 
ed. His printed works [6] are eleven sermons, two 
charges at ordinations, ancl one ri$ht hand of fello,v .. 
~hip. 
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. It is an interesting subject for piety to revie,v. the 
s_tate of 1"eligio,n for so many .. generatiQns of our an­
~esiors. lt is probable that more than 700_ persons 
have been aclmitted members of this church, and 

·• . 

more than :2000 have received the holy ordinance of 
ba,ptism~ In every case of vacancy in the pastoral 
office,. resort has publickly been bad to God, '' the 
repairer of breaches, ihe restorer of paths to walk 
i~,'' and <livine direction has been suught '~ ,~,ith fast .. 
ing · and earnest prayer." Attendance on publick 
worship ha.s aiways been, and . still ·continu~s, full 
and exemplary. Several times, the, members of the 
church have, in a publick and solemn manner, renew .. 
ed their covanant with Go(l and ,vith one another • 

. 

There have been several rev_iva.ls of religion, ·a spe--
cial one in f7~r, which continued for two years. In 
1742, the1,e was a most memorable revival throughout 
~11 New-Rngland, when vagt numbers .became be­
lievers• and}professo1·s of religion. In these a:tfusions 
(?f the Spirit, the inhabitants of this to,vn enjoyed a 
happy part. In about -two years, nea1·ly 70 we1•g 
ff,l,11),1 tn tlu~ 'l"ln'l"nl.uuart ,,,...r ... !,..!1..1~ 1...-1!~----.--, T ,• "'"'.:;. 
-:----- .............. ..., JUl.1.JUl&UVaO::, v.a. l'J.l:'U.110 ,.n:atOftJl::;. .1.U 1ou,..,, 
tlu~-rP. W.A ~ mnl'A H,~n ~ n ,....,..,l; no ... n ... , ~--~e Ul .... r~ 111:E1!u-u·.;;;: 
_, ____ :-i •• -- --•..., ., ..... ..,._._ ...,LA v& U.1,uu.•J 'l.l1J51.., .., D ~ 

attention. Divine grace is as ricb and free as evera 
We are no,y straitened in ourselves ; in God is ine~­
haustible fulness. '' 0 that the salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion ! When the Lord bringeth 
back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice 
and Israel shall be glad." 

Time has taken away the means of ascertaining 
wken this church was organizeda Its four :first 
ministers were men of distinguished abilities and 
classical erudition. In gene1·al, their ministry was 
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long,-peaceful and happy. Tlieform of·churcl1 gov­
ernment was an early controversy, but the Congrega­
tional p1~evailed over the P1~esbyte1~ian, 1and the deci­
sion was very formal_, that Tuling elders should not 
be distinct from the teacliing elder. Since the year 
f 700, there have been eleven deacons in the church, 
two of whom survive, the last elected into office is 
the oldest nian in to,vn. W'ithin 43 years, eleven 
graduates f1·om Harvard Coiiege have been admitted 
members of this church. At the close of the !!?ini~­
try preceding the pt'esent, there ,vere in full commun­
ion ~4 males and 63 females, iu aii 87 professors, 
I~ only more than at the close of the first ministry. 

Three houses of public worship have been srccted. 
'rhe first, built in 1666, which stood a few rods East 
of this, was "thatched with straw," and by constant 
11epairs lasted 50 years. 'rhe second, e1·ected in 
i70o, lasted 83 years. rf'he p1--ese11t was built in 
1.789, has already stood nearly 28 yea.ts, is n1ore 
s.pacious and elegant, more correspondent ,vith the 
increase of means and the improveraeat of taste. At 
an eariy period, the people .were- snmmone,1 to 
publick worship by beat of drum. Tbe present 
bell [7] iij.9 ho,vever, probably the fourth. There 
are large and increasing funds (8] for the support of 
the gospel ministry, ,vhich will soo·n render the bur-
c1Pn of ~n-noo-rt ,:,,u•'lr .;..,..n"'"",:,;,l~ • .,.nlu'11:=:- !-w· ODg- t' .. n· e-11:1-r . -·'··· -- ·-'--re~~~ . ----J .A&.&'-'vu.;;,.a.U\JJ....., ~· ..... V _u __ _ 

gest benefactors of the church, we may reckon The­
ophilus }~rarey of Boston, Hannali Pratt and Moses 
Bullen. 

Attention was early given to schools [9]. Hand­
some funds have been assigned for their support, and 
a committee is chosen every year to visit them, in 
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01·der to ,vitness the improvement of the scholars, 
and to encourage good instruction, morals and disci­
pline. '!,.he :first school-house was built in 16668 In 
the . three now erected, about ~00 child11en are daily 
instructed. There is also a female academy estab­
lished in the centre of the to"'n. We have also profit­
ed by the ancient and venerable University in the vi­
cinity, from which so-many useful, pious and illus-

175 years. All the ministers of this society have re­
ceived their education tl~erea Besides these, i9 oth­
ers [iOJ are known to have been graduated in that 
seminary, of ,vhom 9 are dead, :1.0 were in the prof es-

., ~ .....,... • •a ,..... ttt T , ,._ ,- JI 1 1• L 

Sl011 ot JJIVlllltY, 3 01 La'..V, anu D 01 tne uea.11ug iii'lio 

1-'hi"'ee [ti J are no,v undergraduates in the same lit­
erary institution. 

ln f 786, there commenced a collection of books 
·1Po. • - .,_•J ........... _ ... ...,_,. __ .,,1 ..... :~1.. 1.,. ___ ....... -"" ......... .,.l '" _,_:"1.. .,...._.._,, .... -mt.,..n ,n,r 1.;rni.~-r c:l. l;'l,fJ'l"U'l"!J, \'Ylll\.111 lli:.I,::, p1.-Ut'tjU a. J.1~1.1 ;o:,uUl.\.1UVJ. .ub1..u, 

and usefulness,, The 11rinciples of organization com .. 
ptise the o.'"H~ans of large and constant increase of books. 
Its !)lan serves as the 1nodel of many similar institu-
• • • , • I J ,-r, I _ ~-- __ 1- -· _ __ _ 1- ___ L ! __ _ __ 
tlOilS Ill RUJi.tt;Clll, LOW U~. .J. Uv UUUI~~ un::; Avl'L J.ll au: 

- 1 _11 _p .1.1 __ " -- ~1------ ~.,,.,1 .l-1,,. .... 1.:1,.- ...... ~ ..... ................ ,. .... ,.. ..... 
U ppcr llil.11 Ul LU ti A\iilUvlUJ' a.uu 11110 .1.lUl '"'J llU n' \./UU-

sists of 71.6 volumes, besides pamphlets. Among 
these, is the British Encyclopedia, ,vith many other 
,vorks of great value" 

Tl1e 11011Klatio11, of the town amounted in 1810 to .... ... 
786 souls. During the ten preceding years, the in-
crease w·as only 41 persons. The emigration into 
ue,v counh·ies bas been very consiclerable. The to,vns 
oi Sturbridge and Southbridge, at first called ~l cw­
}f edfield, ,vere clliefl.y settled by persons who re .. 
moved from this ancient to,vn. 



In the Bevolutionary war, the inhabitants of thi"s 
place contributed a full sha1·e of support, and took a 
spirited part in ma.intenance of its principles. Seve-
ro i of thP. l"P.C.:olnt1nna h"IT H-.o'l'I, .. 9.'ulu.n.ntP,ur' W.P.·1-:,p._ -w··-1·!1!1,L.1,~·u-
_Q.J_ -- i:J- - - ~...,...., ... ~ 111~'-'--A.tJ UJ IIU\.J.ll.l ~ ~- "'-' ''"' V '-' 

with !!'J'P.;\t fol'l'P. of ~l~O'llTI'llOnf- ........ 1 ~.-.-n ............ ,. ........... .c ·-.-,---~-J-~ • c::::,- -'--!.: ___ _,w ~- ---~v..ua'\Ja.1.11 ""'" l'""f,'-'l..U.,J' U.l 11::i 11- .....,, 

alike honourary to their authors and to the country. 
Several of our citizens lost their lives in each of the 
wars which have been ,vaged, the French and Indian, 
the Revolutionary and the recent one. 

il''hose1 ,vhom proviclence bas placed in a, state of 
want a1ul .1tir1r.ttP~~- l'Pl'P.lVI.I '1 'CTO'll•n lr;n,l '11"U't1,1;,.'h- -n-:~--.1-1""1,. .. - ---·-··~~-, __ ...,...,.., . ..._...., 1fV.iLJ .ID..L.1..1.U 1fUU1.l\J.aa. .___ 

tenance as '\\1ell as every token of tender sympa­
ihyo [i~J Several societies are formed in liberal aid 
of most of the noble obiecb1 which now occunv tbe 

u ~~ 

mini!g cf the pious, bene.-olentantl thatitab1e ihtuugb-
out every section of the whole christian ,,orld. 

Several distressi'ng occurrences have, at times, 
been witnessedQ ·Four persons ,?!1ere dro,vned, at one 
time, in Charles' i~iver. • Tbe .ravages of tl1e great 
sickues§ ia :175!.!t v,ere felt here less than in neigh ... 
bouring towns. 'l"'he year f 776 proved peculiarly 
rn.~.:tal by t!1e pi:evaleu.ce or ti1e sma.ii pox. .1.t i8 
Vt"ortl1y of memory, that the llysentary, ,vhich carried 
so many to the grave in other places, did not rage 
here ,vith its usual virulence. In i806, a· very sin­
gular but fatal disorcler prevailed among chil~ren. 
Iu a shrnt pe1·iod, 8 fell victims to its po,ver. It bad 
tho apii6ni,i.11c~ of wi,ai iias si~1ce oeen known hy the 
vulgar na1ne of '' the spotted fever." 'rhis is the 
first place in lVhicb it con1mencecl its ravages, destin­
ed soon after to be so prevalent and mortal in th@ 
N ortbern States, in the colcl season of the year, here .. 
tofore so propitious to health. 
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There is b,~t one place for the bu1t•ying of the dead. 
The land was given the to,vn by Joseph Metcalf. 
"fbe first person laid in it, as tradition relatesj was 
one San111son, and the stones, near the centre of the 
yarli, erected over his g"ia.VC arc digtingui:sh~d by be ... 
ing each perforated. It is probable that the 1~emairls 
of about .1. 900 persons now 1·est in that one silent man­
sion of the dead. In the great defi.ciencies of early 
recortls, a calculation on :100 yea1~s, last past, makes 
it appear that f 164 have d,ied within one century. 
In the iasL 64 years, a~ many persons h~vc died as 
are no,v ·living, viz. 790. In the latter 50 years of 
the century, 6 n1ore only have died than in the for­
m~r 50 years. no.ring t.he last f 00 years, the least 
numbers, who have died in any tfiie y~at, were tvvo 
in 17~4 ; anll the largest numb ere ,vere 36 in ! 77tt 
The avera~c number of deaths in a year is bet,veen 
ii. an.,l -i.2.. In the last year, 16 have deceased; 6 
we1·e above 76 years of age ; and one was about 90~ 
"I'bou~b but fe,v tombstones a1,e erected in prOfJOl'tio11 
to the ,vhole nun,ber of the dead, yet ,ve may count 
...... ,,. -4-l1n1n i-,;f; nP:r~on~ hP.tween '710 and 9Q vears of aoee .. 
V l.& II a..a '-' • ..,. I - C - - . - • • w ~ ,, 

n.ntl !5 betw~.en QO and 1.00. One female, Mrs. Mar-
garet Wi~ht, lived to the great a.ge of 108. It i! 
remarkable that no child, under ~4 years of age, has 
diell for nearly two years. The ave.rage period of 
1ninisterial service, calculated on tbe four first minis­
ters, is about 39 years. •_f'!lere are, now living, 1~ 

vvido'A'--s, behveeu 80 and 88 years of age. 
The Teligious denominations are t,vo. That of 

onr l,aptist [iSJ b1·ethren is composed of persons part­
ly f ron1 this, but pr~ncipally from neigl1bouring towns. 
A.s they have houses of worship both in Medfield an{l 



Dedh·am, they meet, in state~ turns, at each. · "The 
S.ociety was formed in i75:2. The Meeting house 
here was built in t 77</Je in 1. 776, tile church was 
eonstituted. In September following, rev. Thomas 
,..., . - - - -- - - ~ . 

tia1r was orcla1ned. .His pastoral relation terminating 
in i7S7, he became pastor of the second Baptist church 
in Boston. Occasional supplies ,vere obtained, until 
the rev. William Gammel was ordained, 22d August, 
f810. ThP. fnn,1~ oft.hi~ ~oriP.fv '1'rP. ~nnt.:.:1.lP.l'~.hlP. ,._n,1 . ---·-~-~·- -- --·--..-. _____ .,,,d _. ___ -----------·--- - .... ---

1.CCllfflUlating." 
m" ffl - • .-,,. d -9 • =- - ...., - -

·i ne ;prst settlers had many trials and severe hard-
ships to endure. Their greatest distresses arose fr0m 
the savages, the most subtle, the most cruel, and the 
'111'1nC!f. .rl~nn..ln,1 ,.~ -11 ~---!~,.. '1~1----1--..1 -1 .......... _ .C .... l.t . 
• a . .u.v,;:n, "-l.1, \JC41UGU U.l i:tU OUOW!O:,. Jt !!OJ !UtiU i:tl VY ctJ ~ 101l, 

great apprehensions. At length, the Indians concert .. 
ed a plan to exterminate the white people irom New. 
England, or to perish in the atterr1pt. They were 
liea.cl~,1 hv MP.t~r.om_ C::«:'rnntl ~nn of' l\Jl !lc:c:i.~H::n1t_ h«:'Hn111 

.... ·-., -•--••--.. --..,.._, ....,""'V....,. ..... -.... ~"-"'&• ..,._ ............... ...., ........... .,..,'-_M,• ....,"""'WM'-JA 

known by the name of king Philip, a native Prince, 
deep in counsel, bold in action; and ,:vholly devote,1 
to l1is people. He had spent a long time at the West 
~nil N n-rt h C!Ol"'W,"l'lttCP n n;nc:, "l"ln llu~n l"l'I fn..,,H~O n .. -ul rn-,n 
----- - • -'• .., __ , ...,,VVIIA&& ..... ~ &N ........ ......,,,.J, ILLC..J.•,J .&&..I~ AV&vv,.;, U,J..&'C..a. 1-'&.'--'-

nn-rinP" fnr ~rtinn R~-rl'IT 1n tl'\o ~n~1n~ of' 11'-1i-tR tl11n7' ..a.; ~;,,- ---c:, - -- __ ...,, ;,,,;_...., ...... .........~ • ... J ........ "' ....... "" r-, r-- ~ ..... o ...,,.. ..... • , ""' "··"""J 

began the work of massacre, spreading terrou1· and 
havoc~ before them. Having arrived in a vast body 
at Wachusett mountain in Princeton, they divided 
for r;nore extensive mischiefs into t,vo parties. One 
proceeded to,vard3 Concor(l, Ohelmsfo1·d, '\:1/ oburn, 
and Haverhill. 'l.,he other burnt Lancaster, Marlbo­
rough and Sudbury, ancl soon 1leacl1ed Medfield .. 
The Sunday before the assault, th~y "'·ere seen on 
tbe heights of mount Nebo anll N oonhill, as t~e peo .. 
ple came out f1·om pub lick ,vo1"ship. There ,vere then 

3 
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four [ i 4 J garrisons in town. Nearly 800 soldiers 
had arrived for its- defence ; but these had been bil­
!ited. out upon the inhtlbita,nts in every directian.. The 
'l'otr Mr Wilc;;inn l.!l,l "h~l'O't'il l11Q flol'lr to lu~ ,110-1l!ln~ . 
.. V f • .-..,-1&..a.e W • A.a.t-JV£..a, .&&.....,~ V.&.a....,a. ~'-''--- A&AV ....,_'-'""',.., "'-" ..._, .._., t .._~..__......,-._..,. 

!.ga.inst surprise an,1 guarded ag~jnst ,lange1·s= Mon .. 
day morning, :21st }.,eh. f 676, was the fatal period. 
During. the night preceding; the Indians had spread 
themselves orer a very part of the to,vn, skulking be­
side· every fence and building. At tbe first dawn of 
day, about 50 !Juildings were set into a blaze at the 
~m.me instant: M~u1y of th~ inhabitant~ through greP_t 
perils were able to reach the garrisons, others were 
shoi do,,rn as thr.y rushed out of iheir houses, and 
one ,vas burnt in his o,vn dwelling. At length, the 
nn••nn-enrt ,.,.,.n..,,,. ,-n,._, ... ~nlln1l -4-n 1i-.nf;.-..n n•"n'" ft J.,.,,;rln~r.. .;-;.--:. 4-1 ... n 
O«.tCA,~\,J.::, HVl.'-1 vv,u1J1v•.1V'\.L 1,V I.Vli.l.lV Vl''UJ. CA, UI.J.U~\J .11..1 111..lV 

South-West part of the to,vn. Burning the bridge in 
order to cut off pursuit, they retired to.a savage feast 
on the top of the nearest hill, in vie,v of the ruins 
they had occasionecl. Philip had been seen, riding 
!1~-• .-,.im n 'ial~.-.1r i ■ .--a;~ .. --:. l .. ~n·:r.;~ .. "''" .-..,..-;,.::-.i•• f.,11.,-•• -,,.-.t...-; ,r,."i,..,-.&"i 1 ¾~a-.,,.-.; : ,.~" 
il.A,PvU ~ IUI.ILUA.J~ JUI.VIL ou, .li.uu.!.-u..u::, V )' VL .il.uUv~.:J, v ... ~U.&IJ.ilUt, UJ. 

the havock he was making. 'fhough he could neither 
,..,., ,_ -"I ~ ... • ... ,...,. --. <o•VY ,-..,~ t..... ...._....., ,_ 1... ..... ~......, ........ r-/ .,.,,. :I! -., . .,..._ '"'\ _., ,....., -.-, t ,.._ ~ ..... _,.,, , , ...... t -·• 1., ,.,., •- , , '~ 
1t:i£1.U uu1· H' 1·.ut'.i, J c;a, 110 \.,U.U~t\U i:l, pttpt:i1· LU Uti 1ca1i, LUU:ii:1,1, .. 

ening to visit them every year for twenty years to 
co1ne. Ile did not live to fulfil this promise. 

The destruction co1nn1e11ced at the East part of 
the tov.1 n. Most of the houses and barns ,,,ere conN 
sumed bet-ween the meeting-house and the bridge 
'I .. .... _ -· l .. _ 1111" _ _ 1______ 1'..T __ .,1 __ ~r,, ... --~11• .. ... , , . 
1tc:LU1Ut, LU ..L.U .. t:iU \'V i..L~r • .1.., t::UOJ itlV UU.UU1UO~ '1.UU tWU 

mills were c1estroyed. 'I'he best hot~ses ancl all the 
garrisons escaped. 'I'he damages were estimatecl at 
about 9,000 llollars. It ,vas supposed that there 
were 500 Indians in this engagement. Their dread 
of cannon hastened the~ away. Soon after, they 
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carried destruction to· Rehoboth, Pawtucket and Prov­
idence; Here, John Fussell, aged about 100, was 
1 ' • 1 • 1 . .,..,. 1 • 1 I •1 1 •11 -. Jurnt 1n 111s 11ouse. nigt1t 1unaonants were K111ea, 

four were moriaily wounded, besides three soldiers 
.,., 1. J! 11 j • • 'I 'I I ,-. p, ,r- • - .. 

n uo 1e11,. arnouuuug 111 au iu uneen L 1~ J· 
On the 6th of May following, the Indians met with 

a notorious r~pulse at the stone-house near Medfield, 
in the Northeast corner of Med wa:v. On the ~d of 

--Ju 1 y, there ,vas, near this, a new confl.ict in ·the woods: 
and more execution was done upon the enemy. A­
mong the captiV68 tecuvetet.l, a ~lave gave informa .. 
tion of an intended atta~k upon 1.,aunton ,vith :200 

savages, which iniormation proved tbe preservation 
of tlui t fo\.Vn h"r t1rntl 1 \T 'JI nv1l1'Jl1•1oc:., c<OT'lf f,n n ...... ; ... "''""' 
__ .; ___ ..:,_ ,.;_ ... - ~o.,, .,.., ....... "'.,_~ ""'' .. "'-...1.AA.~a. .a.vv ..:1'-'.&.IIJ llV tJ.lJ\..JJ.J. l'l U• 

tection. J u1y ~5th, 30 of our men and 90 christian 
Indians from Dedham and 1-.:Iedneld pursued the sav­
ages and captivated about 50 of then1, a1nong vvhom 
was Pon1hain" the ~reat, s:1.chem of the 1~ arrae.:han-

, r.J <;..., 

settse Soon afterJ the Savages retired fro1n this part 
nt t .. h" r-n,1nt'1 .. '(r t' ~..,. n... -.g "~e <'< "' ! . L --- -•r-
V& "_ v ,vv, u •J, o \,/0Jr1y new f1Isu .s~e~ 1n~Jo uH)!ic; 

distant regions. But neither ti 1ne nor the occasion 
wiil nP.rmit. mP. to ·1~v lu~f",n .. P ·-uon 1n<Jn"IT nfhol't ;nfo-...oaf-_ 

.I,. - - - --""1,/ •- __ ,..,,_ - .J --. .., ... .,._..,.., ... J '-'lil&.&'-'A AAA.,"-'•"""".._,111 

in!r oarticulars .. ,vhich y~.t. oue:ht to he. left ['!! eve!-._.. ... ,, ,., '-' 

lasting record, the 1nemorials of divine protection and 
of the perils escaped by our ancestors in the clesert 
in preparing the garden of the world for their sonse 

It pleased God to place our forefathers in the 
min~ t ot· O"l1P!'.I t ,/)'I,; r, 1 c,, ·1f l 00; n,.,. .f o-.~ -.~o 1; m; ,n-.,,, 1; , ... ~ .... 1-J ..... 
.-. .. ..._""'._,"' ,._,,.. ~.._v.,..u 111 HAll/Oe .JL .L~'Vl.lJ~ J.VI. J..~ll0lUUi::, l.lJ.JIG.11, 

to the American Vlilderne~s, they there found temp­
tations ancl dangers. At. length, God cast out the 
l1eathens, and brought onr fathers into a large place., 
T,he fields you cultivate were once moistened with 
their blood. Your sleep is not disturbed by the souncl 



of the war-whoop. Your path is not ambushed 
amidst the labours of the day. Your privileges en­
larged, your means of enjoyment multiplied, you 
-w· u··"'J.L J!Jl_U_ .l --· 1-----=--• ..... ,,.. ...... ,. .. +,,,,.,..,. ynnn 4-l.nnnol.4-.::1 nour .:, u, WlitjltiVtiL JUU IIUI.U VU.I. IIU.VU~1.1.11;;,, U.'-'H 

-1~-=-H!i:u--u-: u..1~_·,-u~-uu'l .. 1·uE: _... ... _.,. l~onl-c.,. ,.,. ...... -1-~hulo 4-n A-nil and 
VIAi'-' ~ ..., Ml O lllUI. U .1..1. Y V.1.J bL U.11.L"U""'V I.IV - U'-&' ---

entire devotedness to your divine Benefactor who bas 
made you to differ from those who have gone before 
you. 

To us, .{ 66 years are a vast periofl of time. This 
period has borne down to the grave several entire 
...., .................... i;,....,.,.,.. "~ .. ,,,.,,..,,..,. rr;TmtO li.11:11c, u1nll n-io-'h l"lln1111p,l -in 
!i,t:iUC1 Q.l,.lUliO::, VI. ~'vl.l• .L .Lu.AV JU&Ao;;;i n v.a..a. .&&.1.~&& ..., u..a. .._...,_ ......... 

oblivion the very names of those who have been be­
fore us. Their sufferings have closed, and their ag, 
onies are over. · The conseauences of their conduct 

.I. 

' .,.. • • • 'I mt 1 • LL 1 1-. • on1y wu1 remain 10 tneu1. .1. ney 11ave CfUh.1.,~u tu6i.i' 

loved possessions, they have left their earthly all to 
their successors; whom they never knewe Another 
1~ace bas arisen in their places, and is in turn swiftly 
marching ,vith large stricles io the same land of foi-:- · 
getfulness. ii ere, all 1s succession and chauge. The 
iips of the fi1"st n1ii1istei"S have, long since, been sea1-
P.r-! in nP.rnP.tna.i silence. :-fhe ih·st members oi Hu. 

l I. 

church have been sent to the last account. Goel and 
the R.edeemer only are the same. The God of our 
fathers lives. liis religion opens prospects, w bicli 
will not iacle, of future rewards, of better things for 
the righteous. 

V\i 1thin the interesting periol1 we nave oeen review -
ing,· ,vonderf u 1 events have occurred in our ou,,n land" 
Mercies and judgments have been mingled together. 
The once dreaded natives of the land are ,vell nigh 
extinct. ]"'tightful earthquakes ancl stormy ,vinds 
have shaken this old ancl crazy globe. Fan1ine and 



pestilence have carried fear with them, and destruc. 
'iion has followed their steps. Frosts and other fright­
ful agents of nature hitve shown,; that dependance can 
be had on Jehovah alone. .A. small, unprotected peo­
ple: mere wanilere:rs in. a ¥:ilde:rness, thrca thousand 
miles distant from the parent country, to which they 
looked fo~ help and found oppression, have made 
their way to independence and empire, and are still 
sending out their millions to the almost unbounded 
regions of the West and the South. The most ex .. 
pa.n ded mind is net able tc calculate i'esult; at unc~ 
so rapid an,1 amazing. In other parts of ~he globe, 
whole empires have been overturned; nations, 'Scarce. 
ly known before, have arisen into power ; and revo-
1 f o I, + • l. • 1 1 '1 Jl - ... 
... !.! .. HH1~ mos., as"on1suing 11ave ca,angeu 1iu~ v~ry con.,, 
dition of the world. New discoveries have been 
made ; and vast improvements have been introduced 
into all the arts and sciences. Such men as N e\vton 
and .Addison, Washington ancl Franklin have arisen 
• J.1 J,. ~., '; • £ii .111 it • -: -;. • 'i 1 ~-- • 
iO 111:u·oiv ine ugnt o~ tneu: winos; anu to sneu t.nen"' 
benign influence in rich blessings, on the rest of man-
,_.,,.~~'"'\ .r~ 

.U..ll.llU• 

We live in an age full of information~ and full of 
most memorable events. The most remote portions 
of our race are di~awn near each oiher by closer ties 
and a more generous sympathy. Men's hearts are 
enlarged, au<l they begin to look beyond themselves 

-4. _ L 1. _ ,_ ~ _ . ,- , tt , • , -. ,.. · - · 

... o 1.iuG ucutu1. 01 posteruy anu 01 nauons most remote .. 
Recently, the powerful rulers of the Eastern Conti­
nent stop, in the midst of the career of victories, to de­
clare, before the ,voi-ld, that the only legitimate prin­
ciples of govern_ment are those of Revelation, which 
henceforth they ,vould make the rulei ,vhich should 



direct them. Never. before, ,vere there so many lit­
erary, hun1ane, charitable and religious institutions 
fornied. Never, sil?-ce the apostolick age, did the re-
.. 11·~·1on 0·1.,. r,11'·-1·-1·.:1L1, -,,,p.-.ti~ ... 1···~ -~--- ........ "'H~~4,;,.,._ rrt.n h;hlo. O _. .::, '-Ai VO WUl Ci au.c;uuuu. .L .UCi U.I.IIJ.l.'-1 

1 • l . . • 
ll -· 1----- -·---L .i.,..._ ,l" ,..,.,,..,,.., ...... 4-n .n mne<f n,rou,r -..no--.nh lUl~ U~tlll ~tiUL LU uu 5,uvu .1.111,v uu.uv.::n, v, VAJ .a.vt,&va.u 

The heralds of the gospel proclaim llivine truth, and 
strangers to it listen. Idols fall to the ground, while 
incense rises to God. 'l,he Islands of tbe sea receive 
the law of duty, and the earth begins to be one great 
temple, vocal ,vith the praises of J ehovab. The 
--- -.1- -~- r-f __ l,_ .. !J. - ... •~~J- ,....,.,...,....,....,....,1 T4- ;r.o lnn l"'fo In. ,v Ul"l\. u, ouu ~ ' .l.1, wu:,1, i':3Ul,\.,c;cu. .&.\I ... ., "UV .i.w"'V ~v 

learn the art of doubting. 
We bave been reviewing the period of 165 years. 

But you, my hearersj have nothing to do with so ln11.g 
• ... ....._ .., -. • • • n I "II a per1ou. J1eto1·e sucn anotner series 01 years sn,u1 

have elapsed, you and your children v;ill have been 
·,with your fathers, ,v 11ere. duration vli11 not be 
r11easured bv suns and centuries. 'l"he interests of 

. .., 

this. \Voricl will soon be nothing to you. 1"he great 
objects of Christian faith ,vili he every thing; T ,earn 
. • ,,. 1• 11 1•1. i.• J.1 1•1 to prize nounng 1ug1uy, w111cu 1s no1, unn1or1ia, wu1cu 
yor1_ r~nnot. btkr. ,vith yon ont of time. Live as in 
~i~ht of the world of realities, and think less of mere 
shado,vs upon earth. The consequences of your 
tem11ers, habits and actions will, very soon, be ail 
wl1ich sl1a1l remain to you of this vain liie. Posteri­
ty ·will depend on what you do for them. Their in-
21 t:\1•• h1 n"o ·ur-i 11 hP ·uon-r nvP~Ant p.vp1 .. honc;: ,:enui PY~ 1n 
.l.JL\.JLll,.\Jt..Al,IJl'-"V ll .&..&JI. """-' .J V\.4A. 1.1a ""-.JU».JIU '-"f•'-1& \IA.V.&.11.....,. .w.-.-. V.L:a.._,,-..,.....,.-

11les. Anhnate your children in the ,vays of -well­
tloing, and set them in the road to glory. 'fhen, 
your virtues ·wil11hTe many times in your 1·ace. Ris .. 
ing up in long successions of generations, they will 
call yon blessed, while you ,vill be the means of peo­
pling the mansions of heaven.,-AMEN ! 



NOTES. 

l .-THE towns formP.rl out tJf nerl!rn:m, ~vith thi rcHgivU.5 
societies, times of incorporation and numbers of inhabitants 

f.ol I • M -1 fi 1 } f 1 c,+ T n.,.... 1 ~ ~n -" Cl wn,.. • 'l'.'11 ... are a.s OW. __ e{1..e.L, .. wo, .a..:, .. .,u.u, lV,J\.J' v.o. ,ou. tl'ren-= 
th<J'tYI .... ,..... 1 r. "-.... ,. c,.,,,.. c- ---, R • r...Teeu~·11an1 t- ~--To 5 1'.'0"'"' 1 711 ..,.,...,. .. .,., "nv, J..J Vl.,l., .lUI .,, Z'f v o ..,-, , . n , J.."I "" .l , 

1097: EeIJingham, one, 27 Nov. 1719, 766: Walpole, one, 
10 Dec. 1724, 1098: Natick, 0ne, 19 Feh. 1781, 766: Dover~ 
one, 1 July, 1784, 518: Dedham, four, 8 Sept. 16Se,. 2174. 

l 1 - f •u· rlti 11 • • n , .. ,. ,.., • • 2.-'l'_H~ .!!nd D~ ~-·-e'""' .... C .. L. ·was or.g1nauy jiU1·cuaseu 01 \.ihICK-

atabutt, an Indian Sachem in Stoughton. It was again bought 
.in 1685 of his ~randson Charles Josias ats Josias -V'✓amnatuck~ 

c., .. • 

with the advice of his counsellors o!d Ahawton, "\"lm. ·.li.haw-
ton nncl Rob111·t Mnmn-nt~o-~. ,;v~+1 ... fl,..-.,.,,__.....,,.,,...., ... ~ ,J• '1~ ... -,.--.· ·u"'1"a11s 

~---. ___ ,_ U,, ··'-""' -"-··-·o~:> ··-~ ........... wv.u.:>\..-U,l, V.l 11:, gua1 

'\"'/iilia.i11 Stuug-i1iou auu Joseph Harding, tor the valuable con­
~ider~_tion of !4,10, p:!.id by "fhmi:.as Thurston an<l John Hard .. 
ing, to whom _the deed was executed in behalf of the town. 

3.-John ·vvilson Jr. united in himself the three offices of 
preacher, physician and schoolmaster, at the same tiine. The 

· · d · · 11 • '- • 1• • contract on recor _ lS ~nnous as v.re ... as m1nu l,e, provaung against 
interferenees in these three branches of hn<;11n1:1i;:~- !!'! !521, !:ii 

had l25 for keeping school a year, including beard, with liberty 
ofabsence two days in a week when he preached, and deduction 
was to he made in his wages when called away as a physiciaB. 

4.-Descendants of this family yet remain in town, and oth­
ers are known in this State under the names of Gardner, Buck­
minster and Peabody. The salary of rev. mr. Baxter did net 
exceed l60; and his settlement was l50. In 174S, the salar.r 



,wa~ l55, lawful money, or 1220, old tenor. Sometimeg, a gra­
i11ity of l50 per year was made hi1n by the town. V oluutary or 
"free" contributions on the sabbath, usually exceeded llO a 
year, besides presents from Dedha1n neiglibors who atte~ded 
his meetings. He corresponded w:itb the fa1nous Je~uit Ralle 
in Latin. He was concerned in iron-works, and was a man of 
'business and property. 

5-R~v. J. Townsend's publications were, a sermon, to fl1I1 
import, the baptis1n of infants, or children included in the Abra­
han1ick covenant ; a caveat against strife among christian breth-

,,.... ◄"" ,., 0 1l,1" ll: 1..1 1t? 1\T 17'4A ,-1 th 1- • • i-en, ueu . .l<>, '' o, J.ucunC.n .. , .LV .... ~~r~ ~- -~; !!.!!- ?.. __ J!!Hfgrv~n~ 

~ermon on the reduction of Quebec, Est. 9, 20, 21, 22, Medfield, 
25 0 t 17 ;;;f"1 ... tl ..... e was ~et' ,:.1 .1 --- ,.. Q~ ln .. ~. ,.,.J: 1ctf\f\ nlrl +nnn..-C • .., ., • i:I Dl~U Ull a I.JCJ,lel,L J U.1 IM,1vv, V.l.'-L ....... .uu., 

and l400 settlement, besides firewood and use of parsonage 
I d l 

,. 1 1• • '"IL an s; 12 a. year ,vere sometimes 1naue nuu as a gratinty. _._'ure€ 
children survive, Miss Sarah, Horatio, A. M. Esquire, and mr. 
11re!rorv Townsend. 

~ " 
fi-His publications were I-sermon on the duty of often-

ding and offended brethren, Mat 5, 23, 24, Medfield, 1773. 
!-sermon at the Ordination of rev. II. Wight,. Bristo), R. I. 2 
Cor. 6, 34, 1785. S-Ser1non at the ordination of rev. Pitt 
Clark, 1 Cor. s, 2, Norton, i7'93. 4-Right I-Ianu ofFellow­
shi1: at the ordination of rev. Le Wright, Medway, 1798. 5-== 

4 

A discourse on the 4th .Tuly7 1799, ~dedfield. 6-.A. sermon at 
the ordination of rev. Thomas tlfason, l Cor. s, 5, }!orthficld, 
17QQ. 7-Iclieness reproveu, ;1at. £G, 5, }Iollistvn, !3D2. 
8-Religion and Morality united, Mic. 6, 8, Medfield, 1802. 
9-Charge at the ordiBation of rev. Joshua Bates, Dedham~ 1805. 
10-0n death; the last enemy, 1 Cor. 15, 26, at the funeral of 
rev. Jason Haven, Dedham, 180S. 11-Ev'il speaking, Rom. 
14,, 16, ~1edfield, 1804. 12-The sin and danger of strength-

I - - ·1 d T C, .. 11.8' ,JC 1 1 cning the 1ands ot ev1 oers, Jer. NS, 14, .1:uet.u1e,u, 1805. !3-
~. • 1 - - ~T-.L!--~ .. 1 Vnn+ G)Q llc:ialrn a Hnl11gfon 1R11'\ 1 A ~ermon 011 uu:; ..L, U.l,~v.u ...... ... u,u ... , ~- - --~---- _ ; -- _ ---'-- " __ ; _ o/,. "-

-serln6ll before the Massachusetts Society for promoting chris­
tiart knowledge, 21

1hess. 3, 13, Boston, ISIS. 15-Charge at 
the Ordination of rev. Martin Moore, Natick, 1814. Rev. Dr. 
Prentiss had a settlement of ll60, and l11, 9, 4, Salary, together 
with tb.e use of parsonage lands. His widow and all his chil­
dren survive, viz, Mary, Abigail, rev. Thomas A. M. of Charles­
tewn, Elizabeth, Catharine, Henry member of the senior, John 



1ne1nber of the j'unior class in Harvard University, Mercy and 
\iVilliam. 

7-There was a bell in 1676 ; but in 1684 Zac. Ba:rber walS 
hired to beat the drum on sabbath days for half the year~ 

S-1 .. hefundsconsist in the avails uflanos in i69I·given:the 
church for the support of the gospel ministry by Theophilus 
Frarey, wgrth·S10SO. Hannah Pratt, in 1752, gave lands, sold: 
for S978. MGses Bullen Esquire 'gave land in 1802 valued· at 
S540. By will he has left property to a ~onsiderable amounft<i 
be put to the same use on the dP.r.r.a~P. (.lf his ~1e!"j -:-eep~t tdbl.: 
widow, now nearly 90 years of age. In 1762, mr. iiiezer Bul­
lard mad·e a donation O_ f l._'l·.- HI> o-9 ~YO ""lc,n .. ,..,~t ... ;,,..~ ;,·u·i-, 04 .i. 0°1u' __ ,... e,... • v ........ ~vu. .-::,.l.l\lC1 ..., r' ...,..,. 
n1rs. E. Richardson another, for sacramental uses- Sundry per• 
sons, about the same time, ga•:e tc tho umvunt of lGi, 10, uhi 
tenor. Adam Peters·Esquire bequeathed Sl00 to- be paid 011 
fh d. f 1 • • .rl A ~,r· r "" • -. ·• .. e ece}\se o. n!s 'W1'-4o~v·, 2-x 1uay, 18lu: 1.11ere 1s- a1so other 
-prcpcrty belonging to the Society arising from the sale of pews: 

9-ln 168S, the town hired mr. Johnson to keep school one 
year for lll, twenty shillings of it to be paid in n1oney ,vithin·a 
:tortnight, the rest in town pay, with leave to be gone two weeks 
in the spr!!1g tc pr~ctise physic.k, uuu he was to deduct aii oth­
er time so lost from his wages. In 172S, the town voted l~6 
~ i ■ rnr a grammar scnooL 

10..:_The grnduates belonging to 1,:Iedfiei<l. are, ~rev. Joseph 
M AM " , . ~-~ orse:, ·~• 1--, 1 ~-95; sctt!~d at S-~i1ugh~oi1; ~;Josepn :Baxter, A.l\'J.. 

l 724 pily:;ician, ciied oi the small pox, Dublin,in Ireland;- *rev~ 
Ehen~z~r M C!'SC, .A .. ?;!. 1 iS7, Shrewshury; *rev. Eiisha Har­
ding, A~ M. 1745, Brookfield; *Barachias Mason, A.~1. 1742, 
::01ed:field; ~rev. Amos Adams, A.M. 1752, Roxbury; Joshua 
Armsby, A. M. 177S, Sutton; Sylvanus Plimpton, A. B. 1780, 
physician, '\Vobnrn; rev. I-Ienry "'~Vight, A .. i,..i. 1782, "Bristo1, 
R- j • Horatio To~vnsP.nn A M 1 '7'~'l n,.. ... H~n'n"' 1 .. T.: • ~ .......... 

• • ' \ "' • _ ; ____ ,. _ • ...., """'' ...._,, '-"'-•.L& ... l,LA' A ...... ft , .IL VI • 

Job Wight, A.~1. i i84; *1'imothy Dwight, A.~L 177 4. physi-­
cian, Long-Island, :t~. Y.; rev. Stephen Baxter, A.:~,r. 1788, 
Western; rev. Pitt Clark, A.M. 1790, Norton; James Rich­
ardson, A.lf. 1797, law, Dedham; Daniel Adams, A.l\'I. 1799, 
law, ldedfield.; *Elias Mann,A.l\'1. ~f .B. itedfield; rev .. Joseph 
Allen, A.M~ 1811, Northborot1gh; and rev .. Thomas-Prentiss, 
A.M. 1811, Charlestown. * Dead. 

4 



11-Sila~ AU en geaior, Henry Prentiss senior, and John 
Prentiss junior are now in Harvard University. · 

12-==0n the first sabbath io I 817 7 a contribution was made in 
order to commence; on a smaJl scale, a fund, to be increased by 
the same method every year, for the ·benefit of the poor, in hopes 
that, in process of years, it would supersetd.e the necessity of a 
poor tax. More than 100 dollars were collected on the first' 
sunday of 1817, of which su1n Miss Sara Townsend, daughter 
of the late rev. J. Townsend, generously gave S50. 

15-ln 1752, Ebenezer Mason exhibited to the tow11 a cer­
tificate that he was a member of a Ba.pti.:-st Ch;,.rci.i i11 Rv;;tGu.. 

14-The garrisons stood where mr. Johnson's taver:a now 
does, near mr. Simeon Chenery7s, and mr. Atnos iv1asou ·s ; and 
a part of another now fo~~ms the hack wall of mr. Abraham liar• 
ding's house. Remains of Indian arts are found every year; 
and the discove1·y of a serpent sculptured fro1n stone would 
!~ad to thP. susnicion that it had been an idol. . .. 

ls-John Fussel, Henry Adams, John Bowers, John Bow-
ers, Jr. 'fhomas Mason, Zechariah Mason, Jonathan Wood, and 
Elizabeth Sinith were killed, and three soldiers, William Wil-­
liarns, of Boston, John Cooper, of Boston, and Edward Jack­
son, of Can1hridge. ~1.argaret Thurston; Samuel Thurston, 
Daniel Clarke and Timothy n,vight were ,~,ounded Elizabeth 
Adams was acci<lently shot, next day, by the discharge of a 
musket in a garrison. A couple were married on the day of 
---n·nnl 'l'Y\~C!C:!!\(''!'P • thP. brlv ,va~ tro1n a Uowers t~am1··1y a""'-'&1.&, ........ ______ - ;, --- . " -~ " - • 

A large number of weavers were among the ji·rst settlers of 
the town. Slaves were con1mon and numerous. The rev. mr. 
Baxter 'went to reprove goody Lincoln for the sin of practising 
witchcraft, and felt a strange pain in his leg on his retnrn, 
which was attributed to her ill influence. The first parish was 
organized 3d Feb. 1816. 'l'he church Records do not com­
mence till 6th June~ 1738. 

The deacons, ai far back as they can he ascertained, with 
th~ titne of their election, are as follow. 

John Thurston, 1st Jan. I 699, Capt. Samuel Barber., 28th May, 
i710, Samiiel Rocket, 28th May, 17!0~ Peter Balch, 25th Nov. 
1739, Ephraim Wheelock, 9th Dec. 17S9, David Morse, 19th 
Jan. 1746, John Pratt, 19th Jan. 1746, Peter Coolidge, 25th 
A,pril, 1755, James Boyden, 15th April, 1761, Hon. Daniel 



Perry, 8th Sept. li79, Sunuel Morse, 8th Sept. 1779, Enoci 
Adams, 1st Dee. 1779, Obed Fisher, 24th June, 1795, Jonathan 
Wight, 5th Sept. 1804. 

'l'be prices oft.he articles following are of the old tenor cur-. 
rency, whose value varied with the increase of depreciation, 
being in 1743 as 4 to 1 of lawful m~ney, and ended, about the 
middle of last century,as 7! 'bo one,45 shillings making one dol­
lar. In 1700, a barrel of powder was at lS-60 lb. bullets at 6s 
-300 flints at 6s8-boarding for S8 days at l 1 2s-sweeping 
the meeting house 2 years at l 1. In the year 1699, Cider, a 
- - • - - 11 11 • 'I I .. .,_. '11 ' .. I I 'II " barrel, was at 8s-1 onsne1 app1es ar is-, 10. nog s Laru u;::,-
1 lb. fl.ax at 1s-1 plough at 5s-4S0 rails at ll-In 1702, Rye 
was at 4s-wheat at 5s-corn at 2s6-S ib. tobacco at 7s-day's 
work by man at 2s-horse '' new shod all round" at Ss-setting 
a shoe at Sd-hat and band at 5s6-wool at Is-making a coat 
at 4s-bible at 5s-binding an old one at Ss-men's shoes 6s­
women's shoes at 4s6-bonnet at I s6-hutter at 7d-man~s 
year's sei·vice at l lo I s-5 cwt. iron at l 12 l 0s-1 year's board 
for a son at Harvard Coilege at l 10-dit.to for tuition at l2..­
Board at College ,vas then increasing at the rate of l2 a year 
for the three following years. 

The first grist mill was erectetl in 1652. Samuel BuI!en 
built the first house; a few rods north of where mr. Daniels 
I-Ianiant now lives, a.n<l his family was the first that moved into 
town. The first settlers had from 6 to 12 acres assigned them. 
;n fho m1,lrllP nf thP. town. anrl na~ture A.nd mowinQ' lancfa at a 
-•• ...,,. __ •-------- - . "' I 4-.J • • • 

distance. In 1697, of those who attended a town meeting the 
proprietors were 980 The last minister was settled, 24 Afay, 
1815. The town is gradually improving; and the mind its 
cheered with good prospects for distant posterity, when, instead 
ef the fathers, 3hall be the SOilSe 




