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DISCOURSE. 

GENESIS xiii. 36. 

'"~11 these ~~ are againsi me." 

~ 

Tms is the language of deep despo~deney~ The venerable patriarch 
who makes use of ~t, JJ,ad arrived at that period of life when the grass­
llopper is a burden. Famine had been added to the bereavement which 
he suft"er.ed from t4e supposed loss of his son Joseph. Simeon was now 
detained ~ prisoner -in Egypt, he knew not from what eru design, ~d 
it ha~ be.come necessary for Benjamin to~--carried down also. The 
goo<J man, not perceiving the e~d wb.ereunto these things " would 
grow," misun~erstood the providences of God, and construed them all 
as against him. " Me have ye bereaved of my children; Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye· will take Benjamin away. All tµ.ese things 
are against me.', 

But how far this inference '\f~ from the trne conditi.Qn of ihings, he 
was soon to see. Joseph w~ J}Qt dead, btr'· alive, and nQt only alive, but 
well, and not only well, bµt ~ powerful prince in Egypt. · Simeo~ was 
indeed a prisoner, ht?-t tor no evil purpose. -4.nd the requisitio~ was 
made for Benjami~, only as preliminary to bringing into Egypt the pa~ 
triareh himself with his numerous family. Here t!iey are not tp be heJd 
as captives in tha ·4~nds of tq.eir conquerQrs, bat cherished with.respect 
and a1feetfon by theif brot~~f whom th~y had sold into bondage, and his 
~' SQQ. tl).at was lost but nQw is found." Thus Jacob's desponding inter-:­
p;ret~on of providence proved a misi-nt~rpretation. Those tpings which 
lie concluded to be against him, were really for him. For, had there 
been no famine in the land, he would not have sent his sons into Egypt. 
But had they come not down to Egypi, they would not have found their 

Pr9t1M~F: Am~ 1!~4 !Jl~1 ij9~ f99ll~ him1 the1 would have fo\µlq. no COrJl 
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in Egypt if they had gone there ; for by his interpretation of the ·yisions 
of the royal dreamer, it WM that the seven yeare of famine were pre-an­
nounced, and by his-direction that corn was reserved from the preceding 
yea!s of plenty. H~nce the father was to be cherished by the sou 
whom he had mourned. as lost, and preser\""ed by those means which 11e 
thought were surely to destroy him. · 

In a similar manner men offen misinterpret ·the pro'viclences of God, 
and misinterpreting, tJiey repine at them ~nd murmur "·hen they 
might be acquiescent and oontent. -They understand them not, because 
they do not so reflect upon then1 an<l compare them with other 
providential events, and ,vith the word of God, ?.s to perceive his design, 
~~--~~ :which ,they._····· -· · ", .. ~~i:ve. We~ my hearer;,. 
' ~~· . ,_ .. , ~ .. ,,;.'•·.~ .... ..,., 
fiom the peculiar afflictio~:. . .. , ~- .,, .... ,. _ -.- · eeij'recently brought upon us 
by _disasters upon the sea, are liable to the same despondency and mis­
construction. The last season has been one of uni v~rsal sorrow aud suf­
fering to the citizens of this town. It is my wish, in addresE-ing yeu 
upon thjs mournful theme, to present such thoughts as n1ay be most 
suited to vindicate _the ways of God, and, by leading to a right interpre­
tation of these ~:fE.ictiYe providences, to show· wherein these things may be 
for rather than against us. 

Fron1 the earliest settlement of this town, its inhab;tants haYe been 
, . - - _/ 

l:u·ge1y engaged in. the fisheries. At some former periods in its his-
tory, it is ~aid that . a hundred and :fifty _schooners have been em­
uloved at one time in this bu:Siness. From the disastrous conseauences .J. ., • 

of _the ·wars with Great _Brit3in, the number had become -very much 

Teduced. In the spring of the present year, fifty vessels spread their 
canvass to catch the spendthrift wind~, and sailing seven or 'eight hun­
dred miles, a little north of east~ arriYed at the Banks of :Ne,rfoundland. . , . 
Eac_h of these vessels contained se\-en men-in all three hundred an~ 
fifty. I-Iere they plough t1:e !umultu0:1s prairies, wherein_ n.re fattened 
numerous finny herds to be "med.t" for man, and dropping the reins 
1:1pon the neck of their hug~ oak-ribbe-d, aquatic sfeeds, ,~ they cast in 
·the hook and take up the fish that first cometh up." 

.The vicissitudes of the season ,-.·ere :much as usual until the 19th of 
September. Two days before, to the practised eye of the mariner, the 
<lark clouds lying along the eastern horizon, :::.nd the heavy sea~ rolling 
from the west, ,vere portertous of the approachirg storm. The night 
·of il1e 18th ~as dark and foggy; in the early part of Saturday, the 19th, 
a g~ntle bree~e arose and swept from the bosom of the ocean the dense 
fog which had lain upon it, hut YdJich soon filled the air with the thick 
~~ w1nd food." From nine o'clock in the morning till three in the afte1·-
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D.OOB, the wind inc1·eased from a mild zepl1yt to a violent gale. In rhc 

meantime the men were preparing themselves, as be.st they coul<!.Jor.1-e 
to ride out the storm .. and some to run before the wind. '' Thev mtiu nt 

~ . . . . 
up to heaven, they go do,vn ¾o-a~n to the depths; their soul is melted k~· 
cause of trouble." Between tliree and four o'clock, the ~ind suddt~nly 

<'!hanged, creating cross-seas, and bringing them into th~t most difficu 1L 

of all conditions in ·which to guide a ship, a "place where two ~t:<lS 

meet." Now came their hour of trial. They were in the mid~t er a 
furious gale,_and their ships were rolling, and leaping, and creaking. ~:HJ 

'~ staggering like a drunken man/' Dark n·ight was just at . hanp t-0 

wrap them in her sable mantle. C1·oss-~eas were st1·iding over trH: 

heaving bosom of the angry deep like hostile armies, and the ma'd<lc .. 11(•d 

surges, "lifting up their hands on high,'' now rush, trampling one _upo!1 

another, now break, pouring from their top-mast height like a rt'Si~tte~3 

cataract., before which the sturdiest ship could no more stand th,rn 
the frailest bark. Some now cut their cables and drift. Some an~ 
thrown upon their ve.;sel's side and drift. Some ship a sea and are dis­
abled. Some, is the deep, dark night are driven and dashed, one upi)l:. 

another, and founder together. Some are thrown down once, some 
twice, and one tl,ree t£mes, ancl yet.come upright again. That was a. 
dreadful night, in which, 

'' Tremendous sea. * * * thou liftedst up 
Thy ,vaves on high, and, with thy winds and stor!lls 
Strange pastime took.,, 

Death, ghastly, terrible death, stood fright.fully before them; scre-ech1ng 
winds howled dismally around them. It was a time when men·s 
thoughts ran with lightning speed far away to -their homes and friend;-;; 
husba:1ds thinking of their \\'ives, and fathers of their childr~n; son::; (,f 
their dependent mothers, and brothers of their sorrowing sisters, whom 
i n~.agination brings before them clad in mourning weeds, and weeping. 

In that dread mon1ent, how did the mind, at a glance, survey the whole 

1>ast life, and then throwino- itself forward upon t 11at future world w·hich . ~ 

6eemed so near, rest with tranquil hope, which, like an unmoving anchor,· 
holds them in the storm; or, shrink back with dreadful/ear, as they had 
trusted in or neglected Ifim, who is man's only help ·in time of need. O. 
the thoughts, and feelings, and convictions, and prayer~, which ru:--hed 
into this terrible n1oment., 1nust have made it to the unprepared, appalling 
beyond description. Fear came upon them like an armed man, and they 
were "at their wit's end." 

A2 
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About-twelve o'clock the wind began to '' lull." "They cry unto the 
Lord in-their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distress. He 
maketh the ~torm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are 
they glad because they 9e quiet." 

But, alas, eleven out· c;>f the fifty vessels from· this town, probably be­
tween the hours of four and ten o'clock on that sad night, were lost. 
From one out of the eleven, the whole crew was taken--off by a vessel 
bound to New York. ~rom another, after :remaining eleven days on the 
wreck, :five were saved by one of our own fishing vessels. On that 
memorable night, S'l~xtg-five of our fellow citizens found a watery grave. 
Of this number, tws-Y;-i-:-ds .. ~vere heads of families, leaving.forty-three wid­
ows and about one hundred and fifty fatherless children. Parents have 

.·• 

lost their sons, some of them one; some two, and in one or two instances 
thre~. Sisters have been bereaved, some of an equally large number of 
brothers. In one case a wife lost her husband, a b~other, a son-in-law, 
and two sons of a brother: And so many are the families which have been 
bereaved among us, that it is almost easier ~ ~umber those that are not 
afflicted than those that are. , 

Who now can tell the suffering in these families during the period ol 
$pprehension and suspense connected with this disaster. That same 
night was marked as an epoch on the land, as well as on the sea. 
Wives, and mother.s, and sis~~r~_J>f those whose'' march was on the 
mountain wfA.ve,'' signalized it. by fears, and si~_hs, and prayers, and some 
of the~ by a:kinc..l of presentiment that their friends would come no more. 
Th~ raging winds drove'' sleep" from their eyes, and seemed like the 
wailings of grief, the dirge of those they loved. The night taper seemed 
to burn with a feebler light, casting fainter shadows upon the walls, 
which fear makes a premonition.of forthcoming evil. There is a trem­
bling solicitude for friends at sea, in a stormy night, which none can· 
know but thos~ who are familiar with the exposures of seamen, and who 
have learned it from experience. 

As the first unwelcome int~lligence came to their ears, how was this 
painful apprehension~ borne on into tremulo~s ~n:?(iety. Like Hamath 
and Arpad, they are " confounded," ~' for they have heard evil tidings ; 
they are faint-hearted ; there is sorrow on the sea ; they cannot be 
quiet." With what eager solicitude, on the return of a vessel from the 
scene of disaster/did they seek to know if their frien~s had been spoken 
wit.nor seen. since the gale. And, as intelligence Qf the l~s of one and 
another of ou~ little fleet is brought home, there came on in the· hour of 
grief, that painful suspense,-distressing alternation between hope and 
fear,-in which now hope, now fea,r, ~revails, and in which hope a thoQ~ 
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sand times buried, is as often exhumed. Ilow eagerly do wiYes and 
mothers seek for tidings, and yet almo~t shrinlc from ·what they seek. 
·Children, too,-with what impatiecce do they hasten to the whar..v-es to 
inquire if anything h~ been seen or heard of their fathe~ or b;others· 
Early one morning after an arrival, as a lad who had sought in vain for 
tidings of his father, ran out with eager hope of hearing something 
wherewith to relieve his anxious mother, he learned that he had no fa 
ther;, that the vessel in which he sailed, had been seen a wreck. 
He can now no more cheer his sorrowing mother by repeating "to her 
those sweet words : "lrly father."· That father lies sleeping in the dark 
bosom of yonder deep sea. 1Vith a heart bursting with grief, he turns 

his steps towards his desolate home. But what shall he do? How can 
he be the bearer of such sad tidings to his disconsola_~e mother. ·Y-et 
know it, he feels she must; what can he do? Restraining his grief, he 
wipe! away his tears and enter3 the honse. Scarcely has he laid by his 
little cap and seated himself at his n1orning's repast, ere the big tea.rs 
streaming from his eyes, tell the grief that he cannot r peak, in which 
.that now despairing mother read~, what, of all things ,voman n1ost dreads. 
to know-I am a widow; my children are f athe·rlcss. Thus the stroke 
has fallen upon many among us. Their husbands, and :fathers and sons 
and brothers are gone, they scarcely know how, or whe1·e, or wlu~n. 

I 

They have witnessed upon them no wasting disease; have ]i::;tened to po --last words of love. They have seen no solemn fu'Reral processi_on; they 
have heard no mourn.fol tolling bell, nor looked down upon them '""hen 
consigned to the silent tomb. And, although told thllt the v.·atery wind­
ing ·sheet has wrapped them in its capacious folds, yet how can they be­
lieve so sad a tale? Thus it is that they sometimes, hope against hope, 
-are so reluctant to bury their dead. 

A season, marked with such sad disasters to our m.irine population? 
has probably never but once before occurred. In the spring of 176~,. 
fourteen vessels, with something over one hundred men, wei-e lost from 
Marblehead. During the preceding year, 1768, nine· ot.hets with mo~t 
of their men n1et with the ~ame fate. In the two years of 1768-9, it i:-r 
stated, * that t w~nty-three Ve5~els were lost from the town, and 
all the men on OOc'lrd, one hundred and sixty-two, besides a considera­
ble number who were washe<l o,·erboard from vessels which returned. 
These left seventy widow$ and one hundred and fifty-five children. Ada 
to these two yea~, the di!"'-nsters of 1846, and we oo,·e an aggregate· 
loss sustained by the town in threl': years, of thirty-f-0t1:r- vessels, two bun-

* See Re,Y .. Mr .. Whitwell's s~rmon, prcachecl :DcC'emoor: 1769 •. 
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dred and t~enty-sel"en n1cn, leaving one hundred and tweh·e widow:~ 
and three hundred and fi \"C fatherless children. In the last four years 
inch~ding the present, ninety-nine ~en have been removed from us ia 
the-same w~y, leaving"sixty-eight_ widow$ and two hundred and twenty­
one children not OV~ twelve years of age. 

These are the "thin;s" of which we we are prone to, say, they "are 
;-1.gainst us." And, when I consider all tl~is sudden loss of property­
,\·hen I.survey the \Yide 'field of so::ia.l r:n·age which has been occasioned• 
and am reminded of the hopes th:l.t are c:·u:;hed, and the hearts ~hat are 
h1eeding; when I enter the hahitatio:1s of -;orrow to'· visit the widows and 
the fatherless in their affiict.io~s," anrl see helpless infancy and childhood 
leaning for support on such ,~bruised-reeds," asking; in some instances~ 
for bread, when there is none to be gin.:.n save ,vhat is received from 
the open hand of charity-when I COL1template these things, I am for 
the moment, inclined to join in -the exclamation: ~--All these things are 
~g-a.inst me." _ 

But., before resting in ·such a conclu~ion, it were ,,·ell to inquire what 
useft.11 ends a wi:;;e Providence may have designed should be answered 
hy these ui3a5ters. There is no point of Vie\V in which they wiil lo5e 
the reality of a serio~s loss,-~ set'er,~ and gdevous affliction. But arJ! 
there no considerations which may serve to r;rocure a more ready , ac­

quJescen.ce in them; by preseiiting to our minds the good of which an 
o~·erruling hand m~y make them the means?' "\Ve say it is a great pe, 
cuniary Io~s, and so it i::;. But may not the providential design, and the 
.tendency of thi:5 be to a greater gain? If a man loses a · thousand (lol­
'ia.1·5, and by that mean-,, 15 led so to en1ploy his capital and labor as to 
~ain two thou~and, it proYes not so 1nueh a loss in the end, as the 
1neans of gair:, by leading to an improved method of prosecuting his busi­
ness. So, if there are other practicable rno<les of investing capital an<l 
<:mploying labor, safer and more lucrat}ve than the fisheries, may it nut 
l,e_ one of the lessons which Gou. designs the inha~ttants of thi:; town 
·should learn by this providence, to seek out these practicable_ modes? 
.And in doing so, may it not be that they would find these losses, even 
in- respect to their pecuniary interests, for, instead of against the1n. 

__ There are two questions, which, in ascertaining the design of this af­
flictive providen~e, should be particularly considered. One is this :-Is 
. the--fishing business attended by any more tha? the ordinary exposure 
of human life? The other is :-Does it yield to those engaged in, it the 
ordinary fruits of industry? Upon the ans,Yers to these questions, must 
depend very much the interpretation which we ought to place upon our 
late losses at sea. If the ~ocation is ordinarily safe and ordinarily pro-
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iuctiv~, they cannot be legitimately construE:Cl as providentjally against 
t.he business itself. If, however, a different answer is forced upon u3 by 
the facts in the ease, another construction will not 013ly be lawful{but 
wise and beneficial; in which event, these things may b~ aga!nst our 
occupation, but not against us. To the first, let us direct a mo~ent's at­
tention. 

Is the :fishing business attended by any more than t11c ordinary ex­
posure of hum-an life? To answer this, we need only the average mor­
tality of the men employed in this, and that of those in the same period 
of life, engaged in the va~ious avooations on the land . 
. · The mortality in the town of l\'Iarbl?head during the l~t . eleven 
years, includ~ng deaths at sea, l1as.. been ~t little more than two per 
-cent.; excluding deaths at sea, it is~ little less than two per_ cent. 
Leaving out of account those too young to go to sea, and those too old. 
the mort~ity of the remainder who ar_e employed on the land is about 
one per cent. Compare with this, now, the n1ortality of that class among 
us, who in this business, go down to the sea in 5hips. For the __ la~t 24 
ye~rs the average number of 1nen thus employed has b_een about 500 ~ 
and for the last 40 years it has been about 600. . During the last L!O 
years the mortality of this class _has been two per cent. of the 600, an,l 
for the last eleven years it ha·s qeen considerably ,nore than the ~mue 
proportion of the 500. But it is only about eight months "in the yeai"., 
at most, that they are employed upon the sea--in the fi.5hi:ng business, ~o 
that their mortality, being two per cent for two.third~ of the year, woul1l 
be three per cent. for the whole; ·while that of othBr 1nen, in the same. 
period of life,. is only one per ceut. The answer to the first question, 
then, is, that. the exposure of human life in the prosecution of the fishinµ: 
business is three ttmes as great as £tis in other branches of -iadust,·9 pur­
sued on the land. 1,Vith this re:-;ult, e\·ery one who entertains the ques­
tion of going to sea in this calling, should be familiar. Let all under­
stand that the probabilities of death .are as tllree for tho5e who go, to ,n,e­
for those who stay. Let them remember thnt death, too, when it come~ 
to men at sea., is su,dden, with no protracted, w.irning twilight. hour few 
reflection, and that it comes to them too under circumstances }Htculiar!y 

afliictive to surviving relatives and friends. '' Deep calleth unto deep"' 
and "they go down quick," and all ·we can know of their t110uo-hts nncl e 

emotions is, that we can know nothingr 

Now, as an equivalent for this extraordinary exposure of life, on the 
principle of making an equation with human life on tc.e one side ancl 
mere property on the other, the products of labor and capital ought 
to be three t·inies greater in the fisheries than they are when em plo~·etl 
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<>n the land. But is it so? Are the labors ·of our fishermen three times 
more productive than those of landsmen? Does capital yield three 
times as ,.nuch when employed.·in this way on the sea, as when employ­
ed ~t home ? A single glance at the business aspects of the town will 
answer. The scores of shoresmen who have sunk their capital wholly, 
er in part, answer, No. The testimony of our hardy, ]?rave, industrious 
'ishermen, answers, No. And the many widows of this class _who have 
inherited nothing from,their husbands but their honest poverty, and 
their children to support in that poverty, with emphasis, will answer, 
No-thi~ has not been. a more than ordinarily pro~u~tive business. 
For five 7ears, said one of these industrious men to me, the avails of my 
labor have been no more than sufficient to support myself alone, leaving 
;nothjng for my family. Said another, my expenditures for the same 
Jengtb. I# tjme, equalled all the fruits of my toil, except kalfthe bounty fi>r 
tSne year. Say~ another still, who has been to sonr-e extent an owner of 
vessels, I have bee1;1 i$ thi.s business 40 years, and for 30 years I was 
.-ngaged on the sea.. I ~e?Ver lost a 'man, I n~ver shipped a sea to suffer 
any injury, I have had better success tb.~n was common, and until this 
.~eason have met with no misfortune of a.nf kiµd!' J have now lost a 
-~ingle schooner., :and am left just where I w~ w4en I commenced. 
Surely, of ~uch men, who havP. been µshing all th,ej~ iives, it may be 
.~aid as of the di~ciples, they J:a.ave·'' ~ught nothing." 

By statistics of the products .of the y~rious branches of industry i11- the 
Commonwealth for iQe year ernjing ,4pril, 1845, it appears that the pro­
.ducts of the fisheries in this town w.ere less in value, in proportion to 
the men and capitaJ employed, by o-i;ie third; and in some· cases one 'fwl/, 
than those received f.r.om various .other branches of industry. Should it be 
~aid, that men u·po.t;i the Ian~ are employed the whole of the year, w~ile 
.tbGse .e1;1,gaged in ~e fisheries, are occupied only about half or two-thirds 

I 

cf it, it wi~l be admitted. But it should be remembered that in other 
~ocations the :5ap;ie rate of capi(al produt?es, in many cases one-third or 
~nerh-alf gr~ter real valuation, with some times only half the amount of 
ll:aboi-... Besi~, _it may .he one objection to this branch of industry that 
it employs -~e .eapital ju.vested in it only a portion of th,e ye~r, and 
,(tn<;the.r, t.b~t it so employs it ;as to unfit some of the me:n (or, ·or in part 
~hut them out fr_~m productiv.e labor the other portion. 

But have not other towns been more suc~essful in the business than -·- __ ..,. .. 

-t.his? I answer~some may ihave been, and some of them, as it ~ppears 
:from the statistics above ~ef erred to, not so much so~ Th.e · ~aloe 
..of product~, in proportion ,to the number of men, and the capital 
~mployed .h1 :the cod-fisheries., js Jess t~~~ th,~t qf ~~Q~ ~ny other of tJ}(} 
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-o~ branches of indus~. And it is less than the avwage products 
of all the manufacturing branches together in the Commonwealth, by at 
I~ one-third, or one-half. And this too while the exposure of Ii~ 
~ o~e, entitles those engaged in it to a product of labor three times as 
great as that :received 1n others. . 

It is a law of providence well accredited in the btisines·s world, that 
ordinary industry shouid be rewarded with the ordinary fttiitB of in-= 
dustry. It is also anotlier law of providence well re·ceived in that same 
_business world, that the fruits of industry should be iii. proportion to the 
ha~ of life and pfdperty necessarily connected with it. Now, it 
would seem that in the continuance of tlie :fishing business among us, 
both these laws of providence have . been disreg:1.:rd~d~ - · :Neiih~r labor 
nor capital are as productive here as they ought to be. Not that this 
_should be esteemed other than as a strictly honest empioyment. But, in 
tiew of facts, the question may, and :t believe ought to be asked, wheth­
er it is a.ii expedient one. Pro'Vidence would that men should labor, but 
he would not that they should labo.-t in vain. Is it wise to continue in 
such a perilous and unproductive piirsuit &/ Is it adapting means to 
ends with that practical wisdom of which increasing facilities now afford 
abunda!)t opportunity ?. I will even a.~k if it is right to risk so much to 
gain so little - needlessly, t.o so great an e~tent, to throw away human 

• 
labor and human life? May not such violations o~ tlie laws of provi-= 
dence, be . ~xpected, in some way to meet wit1i the rebukes of provi..; 
dence? Why else is it th_at this respectable class of our fellow citiz~ns, 
when tliey are removed from among us, are obliged, in so large a pro­
portion of instances, to leave in charge with the charitable, their desti­
tute widows and children? They have ordinarily performed labor 
enough to have left them above such dependence. They have risked 
ther lives, and boldly braved the dangers of the ocean in i!. manner mer­
iting easy, if not affluent circumstances. .And such, I doubt not, would 
have heE}n the condition of not a few of these bereaved families, at 
ihe· present time, had the industry of the lost husbands and fathers 
be~n directed into channels; from which they could have received th~ 
ordinary. fruits of industry. When, under tliese circulllStances, such 
extraordinary providential disasters seem to be against us, is it not more 
prudent to consider theIIl as premonitory iessons mercifnlly designed, 
for our "correction" in business, as well ~ "instruction in righteousness ?'' 
Sure i am, that, if the inhabitants of this town, engaged in this compara­
tively profitless pursuit, shall be led by these so uncommon reverses, to 
turn their labor and capital into other safer and more productive chan_ 
nels, they will see that these things are not all againsi them. A few 



12 

nren of. a. former generation may have grown -rich in gath.ering of "the 
abundance of the sea.''- l?ut lt is· quite certain ihat · the men ~f this gen­
eration, with an exception or · two, are not -doing so. Between iB 
sticcess, and wrecks, an~ losses, poverty is coming upon them like an 
armed man. The voice of God to them, upon the sea, is for their pre~ 
·se·nt, as well as future-benefit. He hath his "way in the whirlwind," 
and the '' stormy wind" is "fulfilling his word." 

I have ~poken these thing~, not for merely financial purposes,· as a 
pander to sordid avarice, to secularize this affiict_ive dispensation, by 
making it sub$ervient to an unsanctified desire of gain. But I say them 
a~ being closely connected with the providence of God in this sad <lisa~ 
ter, and as tending to make more plain the instructions which it is his 
design to communicate. I speak as I believe in perfect harmony with the 
voice of this providence, and, by givjng it more distinct articulation, to 
urge its salutary lessons. I speak in behalf of the..., S(?Ci~, intellectual 
and moral, as well as financial interests of this whole class of oar fellow 
citizens. 

But there are other bereavements connected with this visitation of 
God, more afflictive than the loss of property. Sixty-five men, who 
were among the most industrious and worthy of our townsmen, have 
been suddenly removed from this .to tb.e eternal :world. With some of 
them my comparativ·eiy brief acquaintance had been- snfflcient to awaken 
in me a more than ordinary interest. Some were exemplary members 
·of the Christian church.· The Christian hope, was their sure and stead­
fast "anchor." The word of the Lord was the~r " compasst and their 
1c1nslumbering pilot, He 

" That rebuked and controlled the proud waves at His will, 
And spoke " peace" to the tempest an~ bade it be still." 

-
Others belonged io one or more of the various social, literary or moral 

·societies which exist among us. .And all-. of them, as husbands, as fath­
ers, as sons or brothers, were bound to life by the strongest ties ofn2..ture 
-and of affection. But these bonds could not hold them to life. ·. They 
hav~ gone from us. In an hour of fearful struggle, opposing vain re­
sistance to the winds and waves, they went down quick, and we see them 
no more. Their graves are in yonder deep; their memories in the 
hearts of those they loved. By a suitable monument, sacred to that 
memury, erected in yonder ancient burial ground, let the knowledge of 
this calamity, in which they perished, be · transmitted to future genera­
tions. 
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To those whose presen_ce in this house of God to-day, witnesses that 
Be -hath brought '" them to their desired haven," I shall have rio ~­
sion to say all thes~ things are not against them. They have seen 'the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep,'' as few others have 
ev_er _ beheld them. Gou hath spoken loudly to them. Jfay they hear 
ihe·voice_of warni11~:- n1id responding, henceforth sing-

,, The Cru:;:-; i:; my anchor, all storms shall soon cease, 
,: And my vessel though frail, reach the haven of peace, 
.: No shipwreck or storm need I evermore fear 
,: When dang-:r's ·extreme: then my Satiour is near." 

But these wive::; rn:de \i:idows, and these children left fatherless, and 
these rnuthe.rs now clliluless ! How can these things but be against 
ihem ? I answer, in the design of their .A.utho~ and in· the ends which 
they are suited to subserve. So far as· they may have been in rebuke, 
the design of them is to lead to repentance. Wherein they may have 
been in judgment, it is 1hat they may learn righteousness. .An~ as a 

eha.stiaement, .they are for the correction and improvement of his people. 
It· is to lead die \';idows in ·their affiictions to make the Lord their hus­
band, and to teach the children to seek a father in Him; and the depen­
nent mothers to lean on one who is a more sure support than many sons. 
And is that against them which is suited in its tendency and design' to do 
this_ for them ? Is not reliance on God better tlian to trust in man, and his 
favor more than many children? God has many way~ ~hereby to bring 
good to men, of which afiliction is by no means the least common or effec­
fual. And He, to whom belongeth "the silver an~ the gold," h~s re­
i;ources out of which to provide for his poor, of which they know little. 
When he has said, "commit thy fatherless children to me, and I will keep 
ihem alive, and let"' thy widows trust in me," think you "the labor of 
the olive shall" wholly "fail" to them, " and the field yield no meat ?:' 
How, already, has He in whose hands are the hearts of all men, turned 
some of those hearts in a sympathi_zing charity towards these afflicted 
poor! How have their wants been promptly met by this ready sympa~ 
thy, even before we had need, or time almost to ask in their behalf, for 
aid! The tribute of our heartfelt acknowledgment for that generous vol­
untarily proffered assistance, is due to those friend~ of humanity in the 
neighboring cities and towns from wh~m it has been received. We 
thank them for their timely liberal aid; and not less for their warm 
active sympathy-in the name of humanity, and of these sufferers, we 
thank them. We tell them that'' he that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord, and although many of them are personally unknown to us, 
yet that He who seeth in secret shall reward them openly. 
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And ·we hope that those who may receive these benefactions, will not 
find them the best things conferred in their afflictions. There is, -than 
these, a more" enduring substance." The "true riches," an incorrupt­
ibl~ inheritance, of ~hich He who is the heir of all things will make 
them the possessors who seek him in trouble. Whosoever enquireth in 
his sorrow, '' where is God my Maker, who giveth--songs in the night?" 
shall be enabledJ:o sit tranqu-il in the deepest gloom, and say, "Though 
he slay me, yet will I _,trust in him." Yes, bereaved friends, in the 
thickest darkness, t.here is one who can cause to spring up the sweetest and 
most cheering light. .And out of the greatest afflictive eyil, ther~ is one 
who can bring the greatest spiritual good. He takes us from our earth­
ly dependencies, that he may place us upon a heavenly reliance,-turns , 
us from our broken cisterns, that he may lead us te the living fountain. 
He rends the harp strings of the human spirit only that he may tune 
them into a sweeter harmony with the symphonies of heaven. These 
things against us ? No, they are not surely in their design against us. 
Construed against our follies and mistakes they ought to be. .Against our 
sins they are, but against us, if we improve them, they are not and can­
not be. Our merciful Father rebukes not to injure, but for our corre~­
tion. His chastisements are not in anger to his people, but in love. 
He is ready to give you much more and better things than these which 
he has taken from. you, and .thereby lead you, reversing the desponding 
language of the patriarch, exultingly to say," none of these things are 
against me," "all things shall work together for good to them that love 
God." "The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
.Dame of the Lord.H 



APPENDIX. 

THE monument is composed of a block of clear white marble, ten· 

feet high, resting upon ,a firm granite base, and surmounted by a pyra­

mid, :five feet high, making the height of -the whole from the base, fif­

teen feet. It is placed upon an eminence in the Old Burying Ground, 

and is visible from ten to :fifteen miles at sea. It does honor to the 

society which has erected it, to the good taste of the Committee, and the, 

skill of the architects, and it will remain one of the most interesting 

objects of attention to the coming generations of our population that the· 
town contains. 

The religious solemnities on the occasion of the erection of the monu-

ment were the following: 

1. Singing by the iiarblehead Singing Society. 

2. Invocation, by Rev. 1\fr. Dana. 

3. Reading of the Scripture, by Rev. Mr. Brear& .. 

4. Singing. . 

5. Address, by Rev. Mr. Lawrence •. 

6. Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Smith. 

7. Singing. 

8. Benediction, by Rev. Mr; Ballard. 
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INSCRIPTIONS ON THE l\IONUMENT. 

[On the North Side.] 

MONUMENT 
Erected .A .. D., 1848. 

Bv- the ., 

MARBLEHEAD CH1iRIT ..[i.BLE 
SEANIEN'S SOCIET\,.. 

Instituted February 12, 1831. 

ITS DEC EA S E D :OI E ~I B-.E RS. 
On Shore and at Sea. 

[On the South Side.] 

Lost at Sea. 

1831-NICHOLAS G. AD.A)l:S, JORN D. DENNIS, JORN GOODWIN, 3d., 
PHILLIP B. nfi:LLET, "\Vrxs-i~ow RA}ISDELL, BARTHOLOMEW 

ltRANCIS, SA)I'GEL S:so,v. 
\ 

1832-BENJAlUN RA){SDELL, JOHN F. GREEN, JORN JHILLET. 

1833-\YILL!A)I FRANCIS. 

1834--BENJ.A.:\IIN A.. RICIIARDSOX, TIIO::\I.A.S H. ---~D.A.:\IS, ROBERT 

DE,EREcx, Jr. 

1836-ROBERT E. VICKERY. 1838-BENJA.l\IIN N OWLA.ND. 

1839-RoBERT CL017TlIAN. 
-

1840-N.ATHANIEL H. ATKINS, BENJA:1n:N F. DoLIBER, BENJAMIN 

RUSSELL. 

1842-.A..ARON B. KNAPP, WILLIAM LASKEY, THOMAS POWERS. 

1943-JoHN GOODWIN, Jr. 1844-P:s:ILIP BRIDGEO. 

1845:-WILLI.A:M CROWNINSHIELD, JOHN BROWN, THOMAS TREFRY, 

1847-THOMAS FELTON. 1848-N1c:s:0LAS TUCKER, Jr. 
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l East Side.] 

Lost on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland in, the J.lfe-morable Gale of 
Septernber 19, 1846: 

tT OSEPH C. BOWDEN. 

GEORGE BRIDGEO. 

CHARLES CHAD,VICK. 

JOHN CouRTis. 

SA:VIUEL DODD, 3d. 
BENJA)IIN DODD. 

THOMAS DOLIBER. 

WILLIA.JI GIRDLER. 

WILLIA)I L. HOOPER. 

1\.iOSES PEA.CHY. 

0S::\lA~ C. STACEY. 

FRANCIS C. STEPHENS. 

JOH.:..~ TREFRY. 

En,vARD F. TREFRY. 

Whole number lost from l\Iarblehead in_the gale, 65 men and boys; 43 
heads of families, leaving 43 widows, 155 fatherless children. 

"The sea shall give up the dead that are in it." 

[West Side.] 

On Shore. 

1836-THOM.A.S CLO"(:;T:\:U.N, RICH.A.RU GIRDLER. 

1837-WILLIA:\I ADAMS, RICHARD B. CARSWELL, WILLIAM REED. 

1838-WILLIAlI P. BROWX. 

1840-THO::\I.A.S FOLLETT. 

1844-JOHN NUTTING, J.A.:U:ES OLIVER, BEN.JAMIN PEDRICK, JOSEPH 

PHILLIPS. 

1845-GEORGE CHINN, WILLIAM GooDwIN, JONAS D. Ho:MAN .. 

1846-WILLI.A.)I B. ADAMS, ROBERT B. CHINN. 

1847-lsAAC COLLYER, CHRISTOPHER GRANT. 

"All that are in their graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth." 
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111.~ followi"ng .. vessels were lost with their Orews, SeptemlJer 19, 1846, 
leaviug 43 w£dows, and 155 cltildren, : 

John Cros::;, 
:Edward Homan, 

Ebenezer Lecraw, 
George LeMaster, 

Samuel Dodd, 
David Peirce, 

Charles Chadwick, 
John Gilbert, 

William Hooper, 
John D. Bowden, 

Francis Stevens, 
Osmyn Stacey, 

John Trefry, 
Benjamin -Martin, 

Sans Standley, 2d., 
Benjamin Dodd, 

In tlte schooner Pad.fie. 
, 

Eleazer Leach, 
Isaac "\Vadden, 
Robert Devereux. 

In the schooner Liberty. 

John Lancey, 
Thomas Doliber, 
R-i chard Goss, 

In the schooner SaJ:;ine. 

Joseph Homan, 
Edward H. Dixey, 
Henry Pitman. 

In the schooner Senator. 

Joseph Graves, 
Edward Dixey, Jr., 
Elisha D. Pedrick, 

· In the schooner Zela. 

John White, 2 d., 
Samuel Blackler, Jr., 
Amos Hu~phrey, 

In the schooner l,finerva. 

William Wooldridge, 
Philip Trasher, 
Archibald Sinclair, 

In the schooner Salus. 

Joseph Atkins, 
Thomas Pedrick, 
William Girdler, 

In the schooner Warrior. 

Moses Peachy, 
Edward Humphrey, 
William Blackler. 

John Hunt, 
John Bates, 

Samuel Graves, 
Robert Blare. 

Benj. Garney, 
Nicholas Florence. 

Mark H. Giles, 
John Glover. 

Thomas Caswell, Jr. 
John Wallace. 

Michrel Phillips, 
Browno Aleanda. 

Fred'c Donalson, Jr­
John Green. 

George Bridgeo, 
Samuel Goodwin. 



William Bridgeo, 
John Roads~ 
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In the schooner Trio. 

Edward F. Trefry, 
Joseph Bowden, 
John Curtis, 

In the scltoonei- Clinton. 

,villiam If ar~ 
James Ea~t1and. 

John White, 3d., -Nehemiah Stone, 3d. 

John Green, 
Thomas Trefry, 

In the schooner Good Exchange-I 845. 

John A. _t\.nderton, 
William Bartlett, 

ln the schooner James .lJ.fugford-184 7. 

Richard Caswell, 
William B. Brown. 

Robert B. Mason, Benjamin H~wkes, William Green, Jr. 
Thomas Felton, Simon Gordon, Abraham Clough. 

Thomas Roundey, Jr. 

From 17 68 to 1770, the town lost 23 vessels and all their crews, 
amounting to 162 men, who left 70 widows and 155 children. 




