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"'" HISTORY 

OF THE 

T01VY OF TYRINGHAM. 

BY EDWIN B:{EWER,, A. 3f. 

THE history of this town, and indeed of aU the towns 
~n the sourh-ea~tern part of rhe Cow1tv, mav be traced .., ~ 

to the comm:~11cern2nt of the year i 7:35, v,hen it bec.une 
:an ob;d': ,t; cm a road ac-ro:-:s tht! Gi't·en mountain ranae , ~ 

bcrwe~n .,y :-·s~:idd a .• d. ~3h,·Hidd, ~.:.d rhus onen a direct 
comnnmicarion bd,v(•cn Bo:-:ton aPd A:b311v. On the 
15th of Jaquarv, in -:_hat y .. "ar, th~· c!:mmirtee of both 
ho ·1:;;e:;; of t'l1e L,.,. ,o-;,;;l•->t·t"'·' ;.,..) ':1·~ t), ·r·1 °! ,:1.;; 10

')'• 0 ~O\Vps1)
0

lps •• .. •,. (~" ,., •.1. • \J. (__, '!' _ __,u ; • " J "'- i. I , .... J. .. 

&c., rPportc<l: H 'rhar ih(~;":..~ h,· tiH1:· ,·nv,·,;:::htl!~ 0: 0Pned 
upon -ih~ road b~twixr \,\7~~::;ii;1~ld ,;~al ~h.·li1eid, clEd that 
they be con: iguous ~o oi it' a not h:_-r. a :id , -~ lvr it~in ro ~hef-
:fiel,·a· 01· to :]1-• ~,,)\V!lshi;) lat''\' (J"°~'i'1"d :o -lF: lP"()')ri,~rors -~ . , . ..~ 'l ..... ,, ~ .. "-\ ' ... ~ • , " ;.. . .... . , . ' ... ~ & .._ - '--

0 f. ~.,-r.1 .. l•l" [aft•.,,1•,v·1\•,·1·s l;;.,.,;;ri")'\' ;'"\V 11:-,,,;·.-.··<1 ] )..J l. :. j J ._ , ., I _ (. ( • \.. .._ . '{ l '-i , • , • I"' , , - r 1, • I .. r,. {,. 

'~ eac~1 of the cu•lt.ents of ~ix wi"le~ ocpa,e; .11,d rhut 
then! be 63 hrnnc lots !aid out in n compctCt r~.1:d d d~n
sible form. i:i each iownRhip, on·? oi· \,·hie!: to he: for 1he 
firsr settk·d minister. 011e fi.;r the seeoiH1 sehlt>d mi11is
tei\ ~)ne for schoo!:::. ai;d one for each g-r,1:1r(·e, ,-, h:ch 
shall drnw equal :-;har~s in a;l future diYisiPn~; 'ha-:: the 
Q.T,1atees be r;,ach p~'.tirioners a:-: ha,0e not b~·c! 1 g:·.p1~f'·"'S 
'--' ' 

and :::;ettlers for th:~ s2ven y1·2.r::: next prec,-·chr;. a:·d 
give security to thP. Ya1112 ..-~ £ H) each for a pedi:~nn
ance of th~ usual conditions ; c.11:d 1hat a ,ioint c::mmit
tee of !1.°'·e be appointed for th::-; purpo~e." Thr n·~•tirt 
wa-, acceDterl. a;,d 3. committee a~Jpointcd :he nex: dc..v, 
con~istinz of the Hl)t1. E 1JP.neze1: ·aurril a::d Edrr1;,P

0

d 
Q.1incy . ...,of the U pp~~r H\)tt~e. a 1d John A"hL·y, E.~q., 
Capt. Stephen Skitfe, a.id John Fi:sher, E:5q., of the 
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lIISTORV OF nEr .. XSiftn.x. 

Assembly. The townships were Tyringham, Ne,~ 
l\riarlborough, Sandisfield, and Becket, numbered at 
first 1, 2, 3, and 4, in the order in which they have now 
been named. They were sometimes called the ,. 1-Iou
satoni,~ townships," or the " townships at Ilousatonic/' 
fro1n their vicinity to the Housatonic river. 

Not long after the passage of the above acts, Colonels 
Ephraim Williams and N ah urn Ward, in behalf of the 
petitioners, purchased of the Stockbridge I1:d ians their 
right to the eastern ~ection of this County, comprising 
not only the townships contemplated, but the three 
tracts, it is understood, formerly known by the names 
of the "North and South Eleven Thousand Acres, aHd 
Tyringham Equivalent." The South Eleven Thousand 
Acres was after"ards called Southtieid ; and a few 
years sigce was annexed to the town of Sandisfield. The 
North Eleven 'fhom;and Acres ,vas called Bethle·hf:m ; 
and Tyringhain Equivalent was called Loudon. Beth
lehem and Loudon now con8titute the town of Otis. 

In consequence of this increase of territory, it was 
concluded by the Legislature to increase the proprietors 
in each township to 67, and to fix the rights at 7-0. The 
North and South Eleven Thousand Acres wete e\'eutu
ally divided equally among the four towns. Tyrmgham 
Equivalent, as the name suggests, was given, princi
pally, at !east, to this town, in consideration of ceriain 
losses which it sustained. Twenty-one acres were giv
en, in the first place, in consideration of the ponds 
which fell within its limits, and t"'O grants previously 
made i:o individuals, one called Price's grant, containing 
600 acres, and another called Laughton's or Ashley's 
gi:1tnt, containing 200 ; which latter grant. howeYer. lay 
partly in New Marlborough. Four thousand acres 
more were given, June 24, 1737, in consideration of 
the less of the north-west corner of the town, by th~ 
survey of the upper Housatonic township in October, 
the year preceding. As this tract includfd T" enry
five-mile pond, now Great pond, covering by estimation 
SOO acres, the tract was extended so as to include 4800 
acres. 

It is not known exactly at what time the surveys of 
the towns were made. Col. John Ashley, of Sheffield, 
and William Chanc1Jer, were engaged in a part, if not 
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TYRIX <HU .. l\f. 

the whole of them ; and the plot and minutes on the 
town boo ks of Tyringham. are from a survey by Chan
dler in 1736. The we~t line was to ha,-e been run north 
so as to strike the south bank of the Housatonic, after 
it makes the areat bend to the west in Lee. But in 
consequence of the loss just m€ntioned, it stops a n1ile 
and an half or two miles short of that point. 

'i'his town was divided into 21 portions by lines run
ning fron1 north-west to south-east, half a mile from each 
other, fro1n the south-west to the north-east corner. 
IIou:7,e lots, from 40 to SO acres each, ,vere laid out on 
the six portions next to the six south-,Yestern, contigu
ou:. to each other, al-tutting on the lines cro~sing the 
township. House lot, No. 25. was set apart for the first 
clergyman, :No. 21 for the se0ond, No. 20 for schools, 
and 67 were dra,·n1 by lot against the n~anes of the pro-
prietors. Four of the pioprietors were clergymen, aud 
drew the following lots, viz. Rev. "'\Villia1n ,villiam~. of 
'\V eston. No. 3S, since occupied by Daniel Garfield; 
Rev. John Cotton, of Boston, No. I. on which the first 
and secorirl churches were built; Rev. '\Varhan1 \Vill
iams, of \Valtham, No. 70, now occupied by Jonas 
Bi-ewer, a!1d Rev. Jonathan Townsend, of NePdharn, 
N:>. 5:3, now occupied by his descendants. The draw
ing began Nov. 15, 17:37, and was completed Feb. 28, 
1738. 

The other parts of the township, excepting that one 
lot of 70 acre~ was r2served for mills, were di dded into 
larg~~r lots1 called town lots, and drawn ~gain~t the nun1-
ber of th~ ho•Be lots. The town lots were 271, and the 
,vho1e n:1mher of lots 3,!2, besides the prior grants al
ready nam=~·d. 

'rhe rights of the town in the North and South EkYen 
Thonsa;~d Acres, and in Tyriugham EquiYalent, were 
atso brought into division. 

The sett]e:nent wa::- commence<l iu 1739. In April 
of th~t vear. Lieut. l8aac Gar:idd and Thomas Slaton ., 
n1')vcd into Nn. 1. and John Chadwick, E::;q., joined 
thern ahout the same time. In August foliowing, Capt. 

u '-

John Brewer, fro1n Hopkinton, mo\·ed imo the town, 
and put u;) a honse a little south of Tweh-e-mi1e. or 
Br~wer pond ; where also he soon erected mills for the 
!ise of lhe inhabitunts, agreeably to a contract with the. 



HI5TORY OF BERKSHIRE. 

proprietors, on the site of the present Langdon mills. 
Concerning Capt. Brewer, it is worthy of notice~ that 
he ,vas the father of thirteen chi!dren. His \'Otmrrest 
·child, Col. Josiah Brewer, born Aug. 17, 174i-, is ;till 
living, and is also the father of thirteen children, and 
has 56 descendants. 

!n the French war, beginning in 1744, severa1 houses 
were fortified ; and the fortifications were rebu'lt :ipon 
the alarm pruduced by two or three murders in Stuck
hridge, in August, 1755. The first a1id principa! of 
these, was a:·ound the house of Capt. Brewer; at which 
some soldiers were placed hy the ProYincial !!oYern
ment. Among- these ,H~s \Villi,:m Ha!e, who had as
sisted in build1ng Fort l\Tassc:idrn~f'tts in Adorn~, and 
v,ho had been stationed in Stockbrid!!'e. He bt~came a 
settler here as ear!v as 17~17. aud was afterwards a dea-., , 

cou in the church. 
About 1750, John Jackson moved into the t0"\"11 from 

Weston; and persons by rhe name of Thoma;:-; and Or
ton, four brothers bv the name of vVarren, with rheir ., 
father Joshua, ( ihe tirst person _born in ,v atertown,) 
n1oved into it about the same time. 

This year, the proprietors~ who had pr~vious?y me~ 
for the transaction of bu~iness in the vicinity of Bosrnn,. 
where they then generally lived, beaan to ho1<l meetings 
here; and on the l8ih of l\1ny, 1762, the town was in
cornornted and called Tvri1:gham. 

It is said that this nm~e ,;as given at tI1e suggestion 
of Lord Viscount I-I owe, who owned i1roperty .H a place 
of the same name in Eng1and, and ,\·ho p~:-:se<l through 
this town a few days before he fell near Ticorn;leroga, 
Ju lv 6, 1758. 

11..,he sou1-h part of the town, :Sometimes ccilled f'.o.11h 
Tyringham, vias gc·nern lly settk·d at an early pt ritid ; 
b H I 1 

' 11 - l I f". • ut 1p-,>rooK, or nori!l yrmg mm, was e1t as an m-
s<ll ubrious marf==h I'!;r rnore than twenty years. rl'he 
first log b.-iuse in 1J1;s section of the tmYn, was errcted 
bv Dea. Thoma;.-;; Or,nn, about ]762, on the ground since ., -
c..,-;,·?1,i.d ·and occupied by his sou-in-law, I~c1;1c Garf eJd, 
now in the possession of the Shakers. .l\-luch of this 
n1arsh is now -valuable n1ea<low. TJ"!e northern road 
th:-ough it, is now a thriYing street; the ~omhern is 

t,-r.hrough the settlen1ents of the Shakers~ which -will hf 
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Tl"R I~ C 1-LUI. 

1101;r,ed hereafter. Froin 1800 !o 1S20 the population 
of th~=' tt)WH d _•c;•f'a~ed, bur for se\·eral years past has 
heeP o~l i:11e ,~rL ar:ce. It may now be, perhaps, 1600. 

There 2re i1ve graYe-yards in the town ; one, south
east of th, .. ~:Juth llF!PTi11g-ho1.1se, now abandoned ; one, 
Y/;"'St of it; o:!f' back of Hon-brook rneetinu-house; 
one among the ~hakers, and ~nother in the so~uth-west 
dif=r rict, recenrlv !aid out. 

The town i~ ·5 miles wide from Pa~t to Wt'st, ar.d on 
the eastern side more thar1 7 miles fo!1Z fr,1111 rw~·d1 to 
south. The alteration~ made since the~ s::>ttlement are 
trivia! ; a smali triangle from the north-e,!~t con11~r of 
New ;.\Lirlbnro:..1zh was 2unex::d to it in 1S12. It is 
bn:.1:1d~d ny Lee on the nonh; by Ht·ck~t, Ofr;., and 
S:i ·1di~field. on the ea~t; by Sa~idil'!!{ie;d 2nd N er•. i\Lu1-
bH:'1)ur.d1 on the s0u:h, a:?d bv Iicw 1Iarlborourd1 and 
G ··e··1t~B,.r•·1·)1aton 011 +h::. we,:::. 1: ~ J (. J(t.' .. ~ l.--'-· o,..;t.• 

rrhon.zh the town cont:-:.iw:: many acres of acod iand, it 
is nvice ~rossed bv two hea;·v ranzes of hill;. which run 
jn an easterlv and ,-.·eMer!y d!r~ction. O~e of these 
stretches al0ng the ncH'then; bord::r of the town ; the 
other, a little ahoye the ~outh line, tnkes a westcrh· di
j·ection, ct nd after pas;slng n. few miles, rises and spr·t,ads 
into the Beartown n1ntrntains. In the hollow he:"·een 
these ran£res, the Hon brr.ok, ri::::ing- in a E,:maI! [)01:d in 

1-,., ... • .._ 

Otis, flo•.vs ·,vesterly a:.1d <li:Scha,·gcs itsdf into th~· Hou-
.satonic in Lee. It derives its name. in common with 
the interYal and f;ettlement on its bo:·d~rs, from the \Yild 
hops which formerly gr(.•W upon its banks. 

On the n~rti1-eas1ern border of the town are two ponds 
called Gom,e pond::;, wh:ch send forth a srna!l stream 
that unites in Lee with Green-water brook. Oi~ rhc 
southt:rn border are two other ponds, cai1ed Tweivr.-r:1ile 
pond, or Brewer pond, aiready mentioned, and t~ix
ir1ile pm;d. Pickerel, introduced into these ponds ~ome 
years since, ha,;e now become considcral>]y plenty. Or1 
the sout11ern side of the western ranc-e of hills, two 
strean1s rise on nearly the same ground-, and run in op
posite directions. One, called Em~t brook, after a gen
·de de:-::cent of two miles to the north-west, hn·aks through 
the ridge, in the brow of which it has worn a long, deep 
and narrow passage, and makes its \\ ay for three miles 
iil'>re to the Housatonic in South Lee. The other in ,~ 

24* 



HISTORY ~F BERKSHIRE. 

so:nh-easterlv course of three miles~ unites with Rattle
snah..e h.:uok ·and -rh~ outl,]t of Twelve-mile poi.id, and 
tlv:1 .,. __ ir:1:0 , :u•oug-h rhe smtth ~vcstern Dart of the town 
int~> New JI.~rlbo~·ongh. This i~ a bra~ch of Konkapot 
br .. ' .,j-,., ~ •'-· 

Ahng :he banks of th~se ~treams i~ favorahle ground 
f.Jr il1~ construcrion of a road. which ,vou:d accommo-
d:1a! tht' p~nple of the south eastel'i.1 ~ecticn of ~he Coun
ty in th:_::-ir intercourse with Lenox~ anrl the puhlic gene
rally in their com_m~rn.ication between Hartford and A.l
ba11y. 

The hi!!her g-rotm<l~ are chieflv ns2d for Q"razin!!; the 
10:v•~·· bo+;er l'P.;,)~\' !hu 1:-,b·):trs of' tillarre. but in rr---~· 0 ··al .. l::;:, ,,,t...l -l f .... •'· • ·-- i ... .. .... '-::, • • O'J~i, .I 

it :11:rv be said ,ha1 rhe 3,');; has suffered from the ,v,}~te
ful ,:1~ld~ of cu!tnre ~.,rrnn:,m to ne-,v settlements, and to 
th;_. oki sv:o;tPm of hnsba:!drv. Some of the lands are 

' ., 
ben.::~:itterl bv zvnsmn. 

~'I:.>st of 1h/ ~ri habi:ants are a:rricnlturalists. There 
ar-.J :::O:nr- rnanufa~turers. Beside·; the furnace and otiier 
shops bdonging to the Shakers. there are three small 
woollen factories, several rake aud shingle mills, two 
grist-1ni11~., and seven £aw-mills. There are two taverns 
in the town~ and four stores, at which the farmers do 
most of the basir!e:::;s that th~v w~ed formerlv to do at 
the ma:·kft to·.vns on the C\1nnecfcu~ and H '1 rl~:on 
rivers. The e:x:pnrts no-.v exceed 350 tons, and i 

1,e :m
ports 150 ;. and · were it as easy to communicate w rh 
large towns as we may ,_.xpect it ,~ill be, the exports and 
imports mig;ht e~u,ily be doubled. 

But little attention has been paid to the minera 1og-ical 
and geologica! re~ources of the town. The emine11ces 
present in some places sharp and elongated ridge~ of 
gneiss -01· g~uite, and quarries of primitive limestone 
are ,found at their ha8es. There are some specimens of 
garnf't ; the sulphuret of iron is not uncommon. From 
a b.1,•d of iron ore in ~ he south-west part of the town, the 
iron wo!·ks in Nt>w l'd:1r\b:1ro.1a-h received for a seasc.Jn a 
pa!·tial :supply ; and p!mnbago of a pretty good quality 
has hee11 taken from 1he common ore. 

In the French wars. beg-inning in 1744 and 54, it is 
11ot known that any inhahi'tants ~f thi8 town were killed, 
although m3.·.1y were dP-tached in the e:xp~ditions to the 
;qorth. When the authority of the mother country was 
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TYRINGHA>I. 

suspended at the cominencement of the ReYolutionary 
war, the selectmen and a committee of safety were b)' 
common conser:.t entrusted with th~ c1dministration of 
ju::-:tice. In that war the towtJ lost three 1nen, Nathan 
Hale. Daniel l\1arkham. and a l\lr. CulYer. Hate was 
killed outright Ly a grape shot at Bt.,mi:/ Heights, Oct. 
7, 1777; the other two died· in the sen ict>. 

In the grant of the town, some provi:;;iun was 1nade for 
the support of the gospel 1ninistry. ,Vithin a ~pecified 
time. a house for the worship of God was to be erec1ed . 
. A. vote for this purpose was iJassed within a year after 
the settlement began. The house was erected in 1743; 
tl1ough in consequence of the alarms ar~d expense occa..: 
sioned by the first :French ,var, it was not covered for 
several years. '.rhe present cl~urch, on the southerly 
edge of the same lot, was erected in 1796, and dedica
ted July 4. 179S. A''1other house was built in fiop
brook in 1797, where a part of the Congregational ~oci
ety lin~d. This has been recently tmished. and is oc
cupied by the Bapiists. T·he Reformed Nlethodists 
erected a small house a mile south of this, in lb2-5. 

The first settlers were Congregaiiot1alists ; aud the 
inhabitants as a body belonged to thi~ denurni11ation, 
until near the close of the Re\·olutiona•y war; when a 
portion of the people became Shaker~. __ After that, 
some Baptists moved into the town from Rhode Island: 
the l\'lethodists are of more recent origin. 

The Congregational church was forml'd ofS men1bers, 
Sept. 25, 1750, and on the 3d of October foaowing, 
Rev. Adonijah Bidwell was ordc.1ined its pastor. 

He ,vas a native of 1-lartford, Con., and wa~ born af
ier the decease of his father, the owner and rna~~er of a 
vessel, who wa:s lo~t at sea with it, on his hon:;_e,\'ard 
pa8sage from the \Vest Indies. Ile wa$ gradumed at 
-Yale College in 1740, and in 1745 we~:t as ch,tpJajn un 
der Sir William Pepperel to the capturL' of Cape Bre
ton. "During the 34 years of his ,n1inistry, which was 
honorable, and in geJ1eral, peaceful and \11:di:;tnrbt·<l, 
he admitted 90 communicants, and baptized 31:S c!:iI .. 
dren and adults. He lived ~Teatlv beloved for 111::- ch~,~,. 
tian friendship, charity, so~i'1d judgment, and integ1 ity, 
and died June 2d~ 1784, in the 68th year , :f his ctge. 
The year before his death, there was a reyhal of reli~ 
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gion. and 31, the snhj~cr~ of it, were some years n.fter
wqrd8 a·kl.:.d to the c!wrch/' 

Th:.• Rev. Josen, h A,·erv, who had bee:1 ri·c-vir;nslv 
... lo. .I 

Sot~ I .• ,J i '. ... !- 11·o··d ,··a~ ·1 'l~~all (-'d 0\ e1· ~ h 1·"" ('h ':-·r},. Pd: ?;"; ,.,. ........ .- • ,..:!.. l 1 ;", 1 ..... ~<•· ...... ~ ,• 1..1 i; .L • .J, 
... ,... ~ H · · •:-, · c· d I I 1 Jj~,. ... e was a native of ~tonrngw11, __ .{;!1 •• ci;:. ,,;o,1g 1 
no: p:ih1ic!y educated. "· ''-'as a p;o11:-; 1 tis, .. fi,1 ~,-,, r;.•s-
l'\~c · ... 'ol J.> m: ,1 ·1 '-" .. ,.... -1._; i . '1 •) ,,,o ··- ,,. n ••;.• 11 ) r->-.:s. - ··d r ·.· ·. rl, -.~.r· 
"-'" .... • (. ... l_ ... v : . .. vt-La .t ... .., ,, ~ ,,.,,, \. i.,.., ,_{ I, ... • - t, 

.> 

hi~ m;qi~try. which f'0:1tinu2d 19 years, th~·i·p ,,,~re t\VO 

l.,.. . .,: ,-~~1.., fil r;:.l,,r·10•, '•!-11:'\:lO" tl~'.~ 1)::>r.nl-,:. or· h'is;: c1·~-,·c·:> ':) ,~e1· 
'-.., • l ..• ., -..;, ·,, .. • ,1, '!:;,. • • f,. .._ · • • j .l .._,. 1 - , J t" l '\... :. I.. • • • • t ? ~ '- 111 <~ • • 

62 •;:~~re g-ari1t.•\t,d into -::he cl1nrch. A co:1: r~\"~r:--y at 
1°-,n-·· 11 '1 '"""'-"e ·1?1 ·•p "'-.:::,.in•l '1() ·11in1. 1~01 h(-\l'~•~•r,,• ,·:·om "-', • t, · ! l.A,. • ~ I· st L .._ • • , • '--.. ' · I (I',.. .. ' .., I _., .• ' \.. ,, \. • ~,. & J. 

t ·11•::. ····1·· .. '.1d · 01" O1·(l~1: aP,-1 t•pfja-;on 'but p .. :,.cit~·-,P~s .... i'(;ffi 
4.., ! t '-' .. :';:i ... .._ • C l i ~ 'ir,._, • ::'"' ' , .11 l 1 .. ... t ( ... :, j I 

th .)~<C. ,. !1f) 'l"~ not in' tl1r- l1'•b1'• c-f'.-.+t:;ic]1 1f•10' illt!c!, ;,r.•1r-.1•·-' ,_,._ ,\.a. .(.:,\...,;••..,a.I. . - C, \ ,IJ. (ti·.<, ..... 
0 

.. •I•: \i 

t~:!Ce to tb~~ ch.r;~tian rnini~:.rv. A1: a:·ticle was ins<:>ricd .. 
in d1:• \varra H for ro-..vn meet.in!!', which wa:-:~ in Rub
s~,'!.'iCf:. to k:;;1v>' ,., h-i."'i her I he t0\'1;· con~idered l\'Ir . .A v,_'ry 
anv lo,~rrer m: their rn!nister. At the town meetinQ". ali 
th~ .,·ote-~s of the opprn-::i·iion were rallied; 1he 1~011 

,vas rmt and ncgati\·ed. (t) to 66. He was accord:n~ly 
d i~miss~~d. in the ye<lr l 808. As the party through 
whose agencv hi:s di~rnission was effecttd. refused to 
Ie:,1d an ;f,~ist.ing hand in paying the arrt-'arnges of his 
sa]ai·y. he comm~~nced a ci\·ii jHOCP~s against the town, 
in ·,vhich he had the good wishes and co-operation of the 
rcspec,able minority. In thi!'l process~ the judgment of 
the Court \Vas ~n his favonr ; but the opprn:;ite party, hy 
cen:ficati!l!!~ finally got rid of their taxc~~ ancl thi'e"'· the 
wh,"\!P hqnfen of the~ nrrearages on those -r;ho adhered 
to l\.T ;". A-:erv/' 

"In thi~~ unhap!)y state of religious affairs, which 
boded e1.·il tu the church. exerticns wi·re mt1de bv the 
Co:1grcgational!~t~. to establ is:h a relip;i(~r:.:: fund f~~- the 
permanent support of the gospd, in ,._ hic:1 they ,vere 
succe$8[ ul. J tme 15, 1809, they b~camc- a corporate 
society. Thrse exertions '"·ere followed by a revi..-al of 
relig-ion, which in its opera,iorn;; \\'as cunfin<."d principally 
to those ·families who atten<lt-'d public worship, and con
tributed for its support. Scarcely an individual, be
loa~ing to the partv whose conduct has just been des
cribed, shared in the hlessin!!'s of the re\'ival. In the 
year 1S09, 96 were added to ..... the church~ 82 of ,vho1n 
were sul~ject8 of this: rt>ii~iou~ awakeuirnr .. ' ' 

:\Ir. Avery died l\Iarch 3: lbl4, nged 70. 



The Rev. Joseph ·\V;-1:-n:.n Dtw.-, the pr~s~nt pas:or~ 
wa.s ordained July 10, 1811. Ee i$ a L~i~i '· e uf K--~n
sin!!'ton, I\. H.~ ~;:d a !.rr,:d::,;te of I: c;_ n ~ll d Colld:-c, 

~ - '--

180b. His su:;r;ert is d:::;-j\·cd trnm d:c iu1ctT:-::t oi rl.c • J . 

fi.ll~d just menti,.i1;ed. ,:;1d from :sul;:::cript:ons. The frn,(~ 
\ ,;<->:..l;..: ~n•-··all\- ,11,l)'I• ·>~·,:~ (l(;!:·t'"-: rri,c, "'.\ci:-.:-iti<·-~1" .... I;,.:, ,val!. "'••U\,c ... , ... tlt-'-,,\, .• <.,..._. -li (._ ... , •. ,l~'t,J •• , • .,.._ 

l"'.,,r,o,,-:., it,. d ·1,·1 ,~n· (· 1o\\ 11 'c• 11'v"''l ~I d·,e r1· '1•("\ 0,1• ~;1·~ ,. .t ,-,,,., '~ ,-l ... _ .. • c.;.... ... 1. ,.. .. .., .. :. r , ... .... . .. • ",, _, : • .... ~ , ,. , .. . ~ . .._ 

m;~~ion, h:n·e subsided, <1nd a Q'oud der;rl'e of b.:"'n11t. .. •!iV 

n(··v nr~,- .. :1., - - -
- J 't ,, .. ( •. t <.t! ,::;. 

There were re\·i~-~1~ here in 1815 and lSlS, 1r1lich 
l l . • d . /' ' .... ,, l . resu ten rn t!1,--· a rn;ssion ci tt!~a:.it 0-.J to Lie con;m~im:.;n. 

Iu 1821 a11d J ~t!i, th~ pf·op!e ,,.·ere <d~o \·i:-;i-:-ed i,1 u~~r-
rn I d · d ~ 1 ·.-, • · · cv. 1. J.H~ a m!:::;s1011s uu, er i.l.1.r. vo·,•;'s n1rni.::try u.rc 

·172. 
The ,vhole number ·who haYe befo!,f!\>d to the c1n:rch 

./'.1·0,n 11·1e {,<-0··1• 1 Pit'CJ> 1·1,~1 .. a1 :no• tl1<-' s ,,~.::r:·1~-1 n1:•nil>;-i·~ 1i .... :t... ""-~ J .• : .. ••;::,• :\...,i'-• !4.
0 

.. '- .,. 1_., u ..... ,.. .. ~_, .... ~, 
• # •"'-'" .,, I . 1 I ,. • !S -;.":,· J. ne men:toers at t.w · conHue1cem.ent or c1c 
present year were 1G8. 

])corons. 
J chn .T ackson ; 

"i .., ·, 
a()" i :;:-~ 
~ ...... ':..../• 

'-
n '< I 1'1".'l-. 01•tr-.n .1. 1, ,.' I (,. S .\: ; do . 
"\,./; ll ia m lf ~ l-:..' ; do. r~-6-1 ; 
D ... \'l{] r-;'., l,-.,._1- • ---- • 1•pmn .. •·cl 

,.;: , • .1. <•LL\J, ' ' ., _.,11 J\. ~ 

·NTa ··11·"',, \ l-.!.,..t • --- ,· <ln. 
J,,.. C • <t~a r~ . ._.,..,,\_I ' 

J,,.,eph Ch~pin; chosen 1S04. 
Jn~His Battle; do. JSiO; 

;.-•1t R0 ~•"'l;\'<A ·-•l '- '-1t...;:V '- t 
,, n'.1 1 

:-:;vslra '1.av1or = 
iJr·i(1 ~)'C ~ . , .. ··o • 

do. 

. ~ L ~ - ,n~;-_i-1.mos angc1on; ·fie. _._t"iJ,. 

d,o. ,vest Stock-

John Bi.,nd0v : do. · 182t 
It Iws !wen nH~ntioned t1rnt the propie ,,,ere Comz-rc

rr•::.•1·ow• 1:,_is lli'l':l nc.nr tJ,e c1' 1,e of t 1' 0 l·<·;,.•f'.\1(0·~•'.'"~/ '::) (.t ! ., (.1,, ! "'· l .. \ t '\... C ~ J. 1 t ~,, --' J - t... ._, \ ..Ji. 1 1 t 1 .. • ,/ 

Al 1 • l • ,- • 1 l •• • • ' w2r. .n.)out 11rnt timf>, ~cvern. nw 1,:(,Uct!S l1\'iF!:! m t12e 
south-,ve8tern part of IInp-br0ok, or N crth Tyri;1glrnn~, 

· heu-an to attr:"!d the 111Pe:fr1Q"$ of th~ Shakers.in Ncy.
Lf'.h~~non ai 1d I-Im,rnf".k. L;· 1he month of' April. 1782, 
"\Viiliam Clarke, Hr'nry Hrrrirk. Eiiiah FaY, and Jo-. .. .,, 
~1rna~ Abel, o.rid \Yil!iam _~J!r•n, who had ju:::t moved 
;nto the piace frn!11 C0renrry. Con., set up nw1~~ingf-~ 
-acccrd:nQ" ro tiu~ cnsrorns of thi:::; sect. at erich others=
honse~. -These ,vere joined, twn year; after, by Abi$hn 
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Stanl~y, James Pratt, anrl Thom2s r attf'n~ frcm Be!
chcrtowP.. In 17~, tl;cy collcc~ul tng-o:-ther it~ a b,::d·v, 
on the snot w!Jich the .. • 110w occimv, a~1d :0:-m2d thei1~-• .1 1 .,. 

selves into ,..,hat they d::no1n:1~at2 clzurclz order. T~wy 
own abont 130~) acres of !and. ·\,bich Ee teg·E>ther, sprrad
in~ frc:n H00-b:-00k somh-we:;;7erlv on rn a hi2'h hill or .._, l. • .._, 

nwuntain, and 200 more in the nr·ighborhnod. Their 
settlements consist of two clu~ters of hui!dings, half a 
mile distant from eac-h othet, on a street running near
ly parallel with th!s brook, midway up the l:in, b~tween 
\v hich is a rcmcukabl y iine gi·0ve of s .. 1gar maples, inter
sncr~ed ,·.11th l;( aeh, birch, &c. Thev have a hou~e for 

i. •' 

wor::;hip, an oilic:•. a school-house, four dwelling-houses, 
various shop:s a:.d out-hon!::-'es~ and 1.ec::r by, a pocket 
furnr~c(' ni:d saw-mill. Th,·ir number for several ,·ears 
pa<st ha$ hc~en abmtt 100. 'rhe males are employed, as 
in other Shaker settlements, in husbandtv, horticulture, 
n1anufocture of ,..-oo<len ware, &c. The~r street, bnil<l
ing~~, fences, aiid every thing about them, wear the ap
J.'H-'.arance of ir-dnstry, nearness, quietuess, and order. 
Tlwv h:lld 0:1~ m2cring Oll tbc ~abba!h, at which the 
cln~~· ~·xhorts. and ~he1t all unite in dancing ; a11d ,hey 
us;ial i _v rnert fron1 011c evening to ::mother in smaller 
colL:cti01~s .for fan1ily worship, which is conducted in a 
sim;lat manner. 

Tfll • . • l f • t' 1 ml ... ilC sp1ntua concerns o tne nree sett emrnts at -y-
ri :1gharn, Hancock, a;1d E:1fie!<l, in Connecticut, a re su
p,'rintend-~d by a pre~idmg eider, a~sisted by a subor
<li:iat~ elder in e .. 1ch settlement. The elders also ad
yjs~ in ~eP.,1lar concern~. 

Tht>re ha ·.-e long bPPn t\YO Baptist churches in S.:n
d i.:_;fidd, near the ~ou:h-westcrn and south-eastern cor
rn~rs of thi:; 1.ow:1. at which the Baptists fro1n this town 
fot:neriv attended worshi:> .. and where some still at-. ... 
tend. 

A Bnptist church, called the Baptist church of Lee 
arnl Tvrirnrham, ancl con~istin!!' of members fr0m bod1 
placi'~~ wa; iormcd ALE!.. 22, 1St7. The members were 
then 2], 7 mabs a11d l3 females, taken partly from the 
world, and partly from oiher churche~. Se,·eral addi
tions have been m:1d2 to it, and ia. l\lay last it consisted 
0( :37 members. 
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"E1der Ira I-Ian ... ,·hn h:~ 1 : b-:·e'1 a number of vears pas-
f h . ' . (" ... T ...._.,.. ' } w 1· d tor o 1 "_' ci1::rcn m ,,~i 1 ~,;..:.r:! l'1t;v i OfJ(, ms supp re 

thi:-- ch:!rch \Yith prr-2d,irg ~;nee iis form~rion. He 
preach.~:;;; ,dterna;e}y at Hl,p-b;-ook er North Tyringham, 
ai.id ;·:.;- t,uu,h Lee. 

Tht:re are sume Ep;scopa! :i\t··~bd~sts in this to,vn, 
COntffCTed wi1h oth:..0

: ~- ·in N c\\ l\L: :<b:;rcu~h. There is 
ab,o n ~mall so,:;iery of Reformt:d I\Iethodist::; in I-lop
brook. 

The first sd1nol-hr:u-:e erected in to,vn, wa~ w:;.hin a 
few r:-,d:-; of thf' prese;:t Cong1·eg-ational meeting-hom·.e; 
aad d1e ~Ir~t in Hop-brook, ,\as half a mile south ofihe 
1neet:r;£:-house then:·. The nmnher of common ~cho:~1s 
now in,_rhe ro,'.·n~ is t,mrteen. A fund, ari~ing frcm ,he 
sal~ of t~ie sciwo!-Ior~ vidds about 40 doliars annualh·. 

Tht:;re ar;.? r.<.a.·o ~rnaif h:1t seiect libraries, OI!e fornH~d 
in 1791 or 2 c.;nrni:1 ii:g 67 volumes; the other formed 
in ld07 ~ containiPg 101 \0olumes. 

0;1 l v tWf!l n~ inhabitants of the town, of fh·e different 
fami!i;s, h?. re ta;5ted the sweets of a liberal education. 
Five of !hPse are clergymen, and t\vo are lawyers. 

Th:nnas Benny, Giles Jackson, A.mus Carp.enter, Ja
cob Kingsbury, Eiijah Fowler, and A:-;a J. \V ...:kh, ,,,.ere 
successively p11ysicians. Dr. "\Vt·Jch is now t;ettled in 
L;::e. O,:r present physicians are i\lillen Sabin, a na
tive of Lenox, and Willia1n E. Bulkley, a native of 
Colchester, Con. 



.A. HISTORY 

OF THE 

TOWN OF NEW MARLBOROUGH~. 

BY REV. HARLEY GOODWIN. 

N F.w ~L.\RLBOROCGH ig one of the south towns in the 
Cotrnty nf Berkshire. Ii was originally called No. 2. 
It is boundc!d west by Sheii~eld~ north by Great Barring
ton a11d Tyringham, ea~,t by Sandisfield, al!d ~c.,nth by 
N .,d;:;J k, Con. A ~mail tract was annexed to this to,Yn 
fn.>HJ Shdf1t'ld i!1 17·9s_ ~nd another fr01n Tyringham in 
1:---:11. h~ length is t ~ i.uile~ frmu north to south, ai~d 
it~ ~-...id: h 5 mi ies from .::a~t iO west, forming an area of 
4 'l. ··1·1·11•(, 111·1e~ or ·)7 ·) lO a "'!·e.;;: • .,.~ ' • ( a'"'" l "'-'t .,, ,.,.I•> '-"'"'- ,.__;• 

·;iltt' sud~,ce i:s g<-~:iera1lv une\·en and hillv, and like 
1no~1 of the more eleva1el to\'VJ1S in the Couin~·. stony; 
thou~·h at the time of it:::, ~ettkrnent. the stolles were so 
d2P:}l:Y covered with Yt-getab!e mould. that the first in
lnhi,.ant:-; are said to lrn.ve (•x;~te::::sed their fec1rs le::::t thev 

' ., 
shiHdd uot fin<J ::3to:1e in :;ullicient quantitit'~ to an~,•.:er 
the r:1 rµo~es o( building. '!'heir tears were remoH'!d 
by finding a rp.1ar:ry of ,vhite flint or sand sto!1e, :split by 
the ha d of N atm~e. inw b1ocks of different sizes, neady 
sq,1are. on an z~levati,)~L_of land iu the north µart of the 
town. ca!lt>d Dry H)l. 

T!te s')il is as ,·ari,ws a~ the sutfacc ; some parts of 
it hcing bc::,t snited to grain, an<l ~ome to mowi:ig and 
pasturage, while oth,.-'r :Jarts are adapred to either. It is 
g~n~rally :5trun~, and imrroves by cul~1\·ation. being not 
alluvial, but fonned chiefly by the decomposition of 
roek. 
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DESCRIPTION OF rfI-II 

OF THE UNI~ 

The United States Geological Survey is mak{ng 
a topographic map of the United States. This 
work has been· i'n progress since 1882, and about 
one-fifth of the area of the country, including 
Alaska, has been mapped. The . mapped ai;ess 
are widely scattered, nearly every State beling 

. ! 
~epresented, as shown on the progress · ap 
accompanying each annual report ot the Direc or. 

This great map is being published in a Jas 
. s~eets of conve~ient size, which are bounded by 
~pira.llels . and me~dians. The :f our-evrnere.d: _ .. ~¼' 
. sion of land corresponding to an atlas she~ 
called a quadrangle ( a word used as specific 
as section is in the surveys _of the public la~ 
The sheets are of approximately the san1e s ze: 
the paper dimensions are 21-l- by 18½ _inches; he 
map occupies about 17½ inches of height and ~1½ 
to 16 inches of ,vid th; the latter varying ,~ith 
latitude. 1.,hree sca]es, ho,vever, are e1nployed. 
1.,he largest scale -is 1:62,500, or very nearly one 
n1ile to one inch; i. e., one linear mile on ~he 
grou~d _ is represented Ly one linear inch on ~he 
map. This scale is used for the thickly settled 
or in-dustrially important parts of the country. 
For the greater part of the country an in~er
mediate scale of 1:125,000, or about t,vo 1niles to 
o~e inch, is employed. A third and still sruaf.ler 
scale of 1:250,000, or about four -miles to hne 

,' 
inch, has been used in the desert regions of ~he 
far' West. A fe-w· special maps on larger sc~les 
are made 0£ limited areas in n1ining distr~hts. 
The sheets on the largest scale cover 15: of l~ti
tude by 15' of longitude; those on the interm~di
ate scaie, 30' of latitude by 30' o{ longitude; ~nd 
those on the smallest scale, 1 ° of latitude b~ 1° 
of lo~gitude. · l 

The'features shown on this map may, for on
venience, be classed in three groups: (I) w · , 
including seas, lakes, ponds, rivers and ot · er 
streams, canals, s,vamps, etc.; (2) 'relief, inclu g 
mount~ins, hills, valleys, cliffs, ·etc.; (3) cu'lt re, 
i. e., the works of man, such as tovrns, ci es, 
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aking •.of the plains, hills, and mountains sho,\rn, but also 
'l,his' the elevations. The line of the sea-coast itself is a 

about 
lud-ing 

contour line, the datum or zero of elevation being 
me_an sea-level. The contour line at, say, 20 feet 

a~eas above sea-level is the line that would be the sea
b~ng . coast if the sea ,vere to rise or the land to sink 

s aap 20 feet. Such a line runs hack up the valleys 
irec tor. and forward around the points of hills and spurs. 

a Jas On a gentle slope this contour line is far fron1 the 
ded QJ· present coast"_ lin~, while on a steep slope it is 

near it. Thus a· aucce~oi~n of these contour lines 
~ far apart on the map indicates a gentle slope; if 

close· together, a steep slope; and if they run 
. together in one line, as if -~ach contour were 

e s ze: vertically under the one above it; they~ iµdicate a 
es; {he cliff. In man"y parts of the country ~-~epris• 
nd ~1½ sions or ho110"\VS ,vith no outlets. The contour1, of 

\ ~ ·, . ' 

g vtith course surround these, just as they sqfrou:rid hills. 
ployed. Those small hollows knO'\VD as sinks are usually 
rly pne indicated by hachures, or short dasl1es, _·Qn the 
on ~he insid~ of the curve. Certain# contours,~- i1sua]J.y 
on ~he every fifth one, are ~cc.ompa~ed ,·· by Iium be~s 
set~ed stating elevation ,.-~boy:9t~~Je'vel. 1filny , other 

oun~ry. heights, instrun1e9:\~J"·a~~rniined_, are_~lso given, 
inter- the num her in e~4~1.i betng ·_plac~ i9-- close 

ile~ to proxi1nity to the p:0int"t~~h"i~h;it applies. ~ 
smsf ler 'fhe ,vorks of ajan ar~.11b<;nvn in blaok,j~ _·_ h 
to pne color all letteri~g: afsd· isN printeq.""1$ .. Ba . :& --~--. ·s, . 
of ~he such as State, county; city, lan~grant;~ -. -. on, 

r sc~}es etc., are sho"\Vll by b!oken lines~_o.f--dµJeierit,kipds 
istri,ets. and weights. . Cities ::J-e . iJi~~'t by · black 
of ~ati- blocks, :representing., tlie built-up. -portion~,- and 
erm~di- country houses by. s·malf black . squares~ Roads 
e; ~nd are shown py foe -$~~~Jin_ es (full~- for th.e 

1 
. . ..,.. . ;! ,·,":~~~~~·-~.... ~ .... ~ 

e b 1 ° better roads, do~~f~~\~~'r.3rorior ,,.Qnes), trair91 
~y si1;1g~e d~ie~~d rliilroa~l.]Y full black . 

for il- lines _with .,cross.s. Other cltl~~- features 
) w ·, are repr.e~ente.d ~~'~o~tji&m.~e~yi;demtaQrd.~ . 

ot 1:'he sheets:-- • ," . si.Jig the~'Iile_~ . 
clu designated bi . ~-~~-~ pnnc1pal town ·or.o · ·,: 

, some promi . . · ,._ ure within_.the----dis- : 
trict, and the • - . joining ~i;d s~·ets.-. ----~ 
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inch, has been u_sed in the desert regions of t~e such as State, 
far West. A fff\V special maps on larg§:_ sc4}ea etc., are sho · 
are made of limited areas. in n1ining distr~~ts. and_ "~eights 
The sheets on the largest scale cover 15' o"f lati- blocks, J'epr 
tude by 15' of longitude; those on the intenn~di- country hou 
ate scale, 30' of latitude by 30' 0£ longitude; ~d are sho,vn 
those on the smallest. scale, 1 ° <;>£ latitude· b}{ 1 ° better roads, 

. I 

of longitude. . l by single d~ 
. rhe features- shown on this map may, for don- lines. with ... c 
~enien~e, be classed in three gr~ups: (I) w<#r, are repre~nt 
1nclud1ng seas, lakes,. p~nds, rivers and otber The sheet· 

. str~a1ns, canals, 8\Vamps, etc.~ (2) 'relief, includ1D-g designa~tl b 
mountains, hills, ·valleys, cliffs, etc.; (3) cult. i • e., some prom1 
i. e., the ·~orks of man, such as towns, ci . es, trict, and the. 
road, .. railroads, boundaries,· etc. The con· en- are prin teq. · . 
tional signs used for most of these features - re at five c .....,. 

sho,vn and explained in the marginal colun1ns purchase , 

herewith._ . · / 100 or more 
A.II water features ... are sho,vn in blue, _he -o-f different 

smaller streams and canals in full blue lines, .. nd . The topo 
the larger ·str~~uns, lakesJnd the sea by . Irie· .facts of geo 

_ water-lining: . Certain streams, ho,vever, which quadrangle 
flow during only a part of the year, their b .. ds and geologi 
being dry ~t other tim~s, a~e sho,vn, not by ull bound toget 

. ·lines, but--by lines of dots. Ponds ,vhich are ry the district, 
during a. part 0£ the year are sho\vn hy o bli ue of the Uni 
parallel lines. Salt-vtater marshes are sho,vn by t,venty-five 
horizontal ruling interspersed ,vith tufts of b ne, 1111y con1pre 
and fresh-water n1arsbes and S\va1nps by b ue Applicati 
tufts with broken horizontal lines. 1naps or for 

The land features of the relief, usually re )re- panied by t 
sented on 1uaps by shading· of son1e sort, , ith (not posta.g 
pen or b11.1sh, are here sho,vn by contour line iu 
b1·ow1n. Each contour passes through those points 
which have the san1e altitude. Ii one follo s a 
contour on the ground one ,vill go neither up (1ill ! 

• . •• I 

nor downhill, but on a le.veL :' -1 · 
• I . By the use of contours not only are the sha11es , 

• - f • 

October, 
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t regions_ of t~~ · such as SU;te, county; city, l_~g;grat1~~, ~~,a~ion, 
on larger sc+:L~s etc:; .are shown by broken hne~_¢-:,.dijf erent -~lpds 
ining-.distrip~s. _ and ,~eights. Cities are.· in~~ by black 
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