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A meeting of the Old Dartmouth His­
torical society was held in the Fair­
haven town hall June 22, when 
two interesting papers were read, the 
~peak~rs and subjects being L. A. Lit­
tlefield on "Fitting Out a Whaler," and 
James L. Gillingham on "Captain Seth 
Pope." 1 n c-onnection with his address, 
Mr. Gillingham presented the society, 
in behalf of Miss Alice Fish, an ancient_ 
cradle which for several generations 
has been in the possession of the Pope 
family. 

In opening the meeting, President 
Crapo said he recalled with pleasure a 
1neeting held by the society in the 
Town hall two years ago. After re­
ferring to the papers read on that occa­
sion, Mr. Crapo said: "I have often 
thought that sometime there should be 
pre~ented a paper giving an account of 
the separation of Fairhaven from New 
Bedford, to contain a complete account 
of the causes which led up to the divi­
sion, with a n1ention of the n1en who 
were conspicuous in the dispute, the 
discussions on the subject in town ~ 
meeting, and the debate, if any, in the 
legislature, at the time of the incorpo­
ration of the town. 

"It has been understood that thert1 
was difference in both religious and 
political feeling on opposite sides of th~ 

river, but it is certain that the men on 
both ~ides had one trait in common-a. 
rigid adherence to whatever they be­
lieved. 1'he Quakers of New Bedford 
far outr.umbered the other denomina­
tions, and their wealth was greater. 
But while Fairhaven might have been 
outvoted 1n town meeting, and been 
less w~althy than New Bedford, Fair­
haven never surrendered. 

"The crisis came in• 1812. New Bed­
ford was for peace and Fairhaven 
voted for war. Fairhaven stood defi­
antly to maintain the policy of "Free­
ships and sailors' rights,' . and subse­
quent events have justified her pat­
riotic ardor." 

"In the olden days of the whaling in­
dustry, the wharves on both sides of 
the river were lined with mechanics, 
fitting ships for Ion~ voyages to distant­
seas. The fitting of the -whaleships for 
these long voyages required thorough­
ness and integrity of workmanship. 
Hulls were examined, weak spots 
strengthened, spar.--; rigged and sails 
overhauled, and new bolts put in. The 
outfits were assembled with scrupulous 
care by able whaling merchants, assist­
ed by experienced shipmasters. The 
details of this work will be told to you 
by the members who will now address 
you." 
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Fitting Out a Whaler 
By L. A.. Littlefield 

The descriptive paper I have prepared 
will treat of the subject in a general 
,\.-ay, from .a landsman's point of view, 
·who has had a very limited observation 
of the- work of fitting out a whaler. 

I did not become a resident of New 
Bedford until the year 1880. At that 
ti me the whaling business had becom~ 
almost extinct, so far as this port was 
concerned. and it was an event of con­
siderable interest to see a whaler fitted 
out. · · 

Few people of this generation have 
any conception of the magnitude of the 
·w·haling business that was carried on 
by our New Bedford merchants fifty or 
seventy-five years ago. 

prhe first whaler fitted out in New 
Bedford that we have any record of 
w·as the sloop Manufactor, Captain 
John Taber, master, the description of 
which was written by Mr. Ellis How­
land. who discovered the captain's log 
book, and published it in the Evening 
8tandard of April 20th, 1901. 

The Manufactor sailed April 9th, 1756, 
and the voyage lasted 24 days. 
At that period it was not 
necessary to go far from land 
to ~apture the whales. as they fre­
c1uented these shores, and many were 
capturen by small boats putting out 
from· land~ From this small beginning 
developed an industry of great im­
portance to the country. 

Starbuck states in his "History of the 
V\Thaling Industry" that in the year 
JR31; ·· 240 · whaling vessels were fitted 
out in this ·and neighboring ports. -re­
<fUiring. among other things. 36.000 bar­
rels of flour. 80,000 barrels of beef, 18,000 
holts of duck, 3.000 tons of hoop iron, 
(j.000.000 sta ,Tes, and -2,000 tons of cord­
age, be~ides large quantities of iron for 
harpoons. lances. spades, blubber 
hooks. caboose grates, and the smallet" 
supplies, such as molasses, beans. rice, 
tea. coffe~. sugar, etc. The annuai con­
sumptic,n of copper amounted to 700,000 
pounds. . 

From a report made by the late 
.. Tames .\.mold of New Bedford, to th~ 
National Convention for the Protection 

. <>f American. Interests. in 1841, the fol-
1owin2' figures are taken: "Number of" 
Yessels. engaged in the· whale fishing. 
650; tonnage, 193,000; requiring 16.000 of­
ficers and mf)n. To outfit and equip 
rhese ,~essels for orie voyage it required 
1,300.000 barrels of iron-hooped casks, 
Ct"lSting · $1.820.000. Food and other sup­
plies brought the total equimnent up 
tc $10.610.000. ThP estimated value of 
these ~hipR as they sailed was $20,120,­
ooo. 

••in 1858 65 ships were fitted out 
in New Bedford. costing, in round num­
bers. $1,950,000. Some of the items men­
tioned are 13.650 barrels of flour, 10,400 
barrels of beef, 7,150 barrels of pork, 
19,500 bushels of salt. 97,5•)0 g-allons of 
molasses. 30,000 pounds of rice, 78,000 
bushels of potatoes. 1300 bushels of 
onions. 400 barrels of vinegar, 32.500 
barrels oi water, 1.000.000 staves, 260,000 
feet '>f heading, 1000 tons of iron hoops, 
r.20,000 pounds of copper sheathing and 
yellov.7 metal, 2600 gallons of new rum 
and 1000 g-c::Lllons of other liquors, be­
sides many other articles in the same 
proportion. The advanced wages alone 
amounted to $130,000. 

"The increasing cost of fitting out 
the vessels, and the increased length o.f 
Yoyagr?s required to obtain a cargo ot 
oil, wer~ some of the causes of the de­
c~line of the industry. The sperm whal­
ing voyages had increased from two to 
four years. and it was practically 
abandoned as a sapar-c1,te business after 
it become necessary to make·voyages of 
four, fivP and sometimes six years, and 
t.hen s~ldom returning with a full car­
~-0. The voyages becoming so extended, 
it became necessary to refit each season 
at some of -the islands in the Pacific 
oce.an. and Honolulu became an im­
portant fitting-out port. 

"TbP business of refitting becoming 
so important that it has been said, 'The 
whaling fleet mad-3 Honolulu.' 

"A number of enterprising merchants 
removed to that port from the United 
States and purchased and outfitted 
whaleships. Th€: first whaler belonging 
to Honolulu being fitted in 1832 by 

· Henrv .A.. Pierce of ~ew Bedford." 
· Pro·ceeding ·with th<: more particulat" 
description of fitting out a whaleship. 
Jet me say: The good ship has been 
1noored at the ,,~harf since her arrival 
f'rom her last voyage, 'chafing a-t her 
1noorings like an old race horse that 
has been returned to her stable, seem­
ingly impatient at her restraint, till at 
last the owners decide to fit her out 
for ,:t.nother vovage, either for the 
sperm whale, or: may be, for the right 
whale 0f the Arctic. 

The ship does not prese:µt an attrac­
tive appearance as she lies. practically 
dismantled, it being the custom to strip 
everything movable of her rigging and 
spars when she has finished her voy­
age. But what a change will be 
wrought in a few weeks, when she lies 
in the stream ready to sail, with sails 
flapping in the breeze and colors flying 
from every top. 

The sailmakers are now busy in th~ 
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~eat sail lofts, overhauling the .,rig­
ging and sails belonging to the ship, 
inspecting every sail and rope. and re­
pairing everything that is not consid­
ered strong enough to stand the strain 
which wru come when the ship en­
counters the gales and hurricanes of 
the tropics. 

One of the first and most important 
things· to look to before sending the 
ship out is to see that her hull is 
sound.· Her timbers and planking are 
thoroughly examined to see if there 
are any signs of decay. Sometimes holes 
are bored into her timbers, as they 
1nay be decayed inside, when to an ap­
~rances they are sound. 

The method of placing the ship in a 
position to enable the carpenters and 
c·aulkers to repair her hull before the 
tlays of ship railways was to heave 
her down to the dock. This operation 
was accomplished by running heavy 
falls, or tackle, from her maintop to a 
heavy ring bolt fastened to the wharf, 
and heaving her down until she lay en­
tirely out- of water on one side, or, to 
use a nautical phrase, on her beam 
ends. 

The ship lying in this position the 
workmen could, by using large •float 
stages moored to the vessel, repaiI 
eYery part of the hull, the shii,'s po­
sition bPing regulated by the tackle 
which held her down. 
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Bark :Mercury was in commission 57 
years. 

Bark ~'inslow was in commission 54 
years. 

Ship Ocean was in commission 75 
years. 

~hip Barclay was in commission 57 
years. 

Many others could be mentio:ied 
which were in active service 50 years 
OT M()re. rrhe ship Rousseau was, per­
haps. the most prominent vessel in the 
histon" ,>f our whalers, but the ship 
Maria had a remarkable career, pos­
sibly- as romantic as the Rousseau, and 
deserves special notice. 

The Maria was built by Ichabod 
Thomas on the North river, in Pe~­
broke, Mass., in 1782, in the same yard 
in which the Beaver, one of the. fa­
mous "Tea ships," -and the Bedford, of 
Nantucket, '\\~ere built, the latter being 
ihe fin:t ship to fly the United States 
flag in a foreign port. The Maria would 
probably have had that distinction in­
~tead of the Bedford had she been fin­
ished. 

L. ,.,.ernon ·Briggs says in his "His­
tory of Ship Building on North River": 
"The Bedford lay at Nantucket several 
years during the Revolutionary war. 
and in 1782 the Maria came, new, from 
Ichabod Thomas. She was not finished 
and the Quaker merchants having pri­
,·a.te inforn1ation that peace was near, 
and as the Maria could not be dis­

The caulkers now make her seams patched in tim~, they hauled down th~ 
tight by forcing oakum into them with Bedford and-sent her to London. 
1nallet and Iron. When this is done the Th~ Maria was owned many years by 
hull i-s covered with sheathing up to• ~amuP,l Rodman and his ·neirs. In 1856 
waterline. and the whole covered with Mr. Hardy Hitch, who. 64 years before, 
sheet copper or yellow metal. a metal bad assisted in making a suit of sails 
made specially for that purpose. If the for her, was again employed in the 
~hip is destined for a voyage into the same service. . 
Arctic ocean, '\\·here she has to en- The Maria ·was broken up in 1872 at 
counter heavy ice, her bows must be Vancouver's island, after 90 years of 
reinforced with heavy oak plank, and ~e-rvice, during which time she touched 
an iron shoe on her fore foot, to protec~ at nearlY every seaport of the globe. 
l1er from the heavy blows of the hugt Whil~ "the •work of fitting the ship's 
ic-e blocks. hull is going on, there are ~any me1!-

Th~re were pre,bably no strnnger busy making ready other things tha ... 
ships eYer built thar" th.a old whale- will be necessary for the coming voy­
ships that sailed from New Bedfortl. age. The coopers --are making huge 
They were built upon honor, as the c-asks to hold the whale oil, son1:_e of 
saying is,' from the best selected live which are filled with the ship's stores. 
<•a.k timber that grew· in our forests~ such as clothing for the crew, hard 
and it was a common thing for these bread. etc. some are packed with staves 
~hips t,., remain in service~for a term of and heads for other casks, to be put 
5[, or 75 yea.rs, and even longE-r. 4 th ded 

d 
.,oge er as nee _ . 

Among the very old vessels engage Referring to the hard bread, or hard-
in th~ whale fishery, I will mention tack it was the custom of the owners 
t.he following: -.. to piirchase the necessary quantity , of 

The ship Maria was in commission 90 flour and take it to the bakery and 
years. . · ---- have it made into hard bread, instead 

The ship Rousseau was in commission of buying the bread outright from the 
87 .years. baker. -

The bark Triton was in commission l\!r. Samuel Watson carried on a 
"ift · years. haket·v of this kind many yE>ars in a 

Ship Herald was in commission l:,ui1dir1.g on Centre street, in New Bed-
70 years. ford. 

Bark :Midas was in commission 60 The shipwright~ are putting the 
~•ears. whaling gear, such as harpoons, lances 
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and s:>ades for cutting in the whale. in 
order. and ma.king new ones tll take the 
place of th~ lost on the previous voy-
age. , 

In later years the bomb gun and lance 
have beE:n important implements for 
killing the wh~le. and every whaleship 
<'arries a supply of them. The bomb gun 
is a heavy cast brass ~ weighing 2;!]h 
J,lQunds, and is made to shoot the bomb 
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shoulder guns, seven darting guns and 
330 lances. The modern Arctic steam 
whaler carries 10 or 12 shoulder guns 
and about 20 darting guns. The bomb 
fruJ1 was invented by Captain Eben 
Pierce of Fairhaven, and the first gun 
was made in Honolulu. 

We must not forget the boatbuilder, 
who. is new busy repairing the long 
wh~leboats which are used in capturing 

LOSS OF THE BARK KATHLEEN 

Frcm "Bark Kathleen Sunk by a Whale," published by H. S. Hutchinson & eo: 

into thP whale. It is a v~ powerful 
and ef:feetive weapon. -rrlie bomb is a 
bra:Ss tuhe filled with powder, has a 
8harp pointed head, .and is constructed 
so that it will not explode until it en­
ters th~ whale. The old method of 
killing the whale was by throwing a 
sharp lance into a vital part. and re­
quired m.ore ~kill to operate. A V\~hale­
::;hip carrying four boats, carries three 

the whale. Prob.ably one or two new 
ones are needed to replace those lost, 
t-ith@r by_ being carried away by hur­
ricane~ or stove by an angry whale in 
his dying struggle. -

A ,Y~ll equipped whaleship usually 
c-arries five boats on her davits, and 
two or three spare ones on d-=ck. 

In the list of supplies mentioned by 
Starbuck requi'red for the whaling ves-



sels fitte<l out in the year 185~ were 450 
whaleboats. Quite a fleet of small craft 
if a~sembled together. 

The whal~boat de-serves more than a 
1,assing notice, and a brief d~scription 
of on~ and its .equipment will be of in­
terest. Quoting from Captain Davis, 
in "Nimr<,d of the Sea": •·it is the 
fruit of a centucy's experience, and the 
sharpened. sense and ingenu1ty of an 
inventive people, urged by the peril of 

. 
·--~¥.: >--~~-. ,,, 
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so that it will dryly ride when ordinarl,· 
boats would fill. 

"Th~ boat is equipped with a lin~ 
tub, with ::too fathoms of hemp line 
c·oiled in the same, a mast and spri t 
s:ail, and rive oar~. The harpoon an<l. 
after oar 14 feet long. the tub and bo,v 
oar 16 feet long, and the midsn1ps 1~ 
feet long, are so placed that the t\\-•> 
::hortest and one longest pull against. 
the two 16 feet oars, which arrange-

•.· 

~~· •. 

~--. ~:. 

.. -" .· 
-~ .... ·.,_ . 

,•· 

DECK-OF WHALER 
From u New Bedford Illustrated,~' published-by H. S. Hutchinson & Co. 

the chase and the value of the prize. 
'I'his par-a.gon of a boat .-is 28 feet long. 
f:lharp and clean cut as a dolphin, bow 
and sten1; swelling amidships to six 
feet, with a bottom round and buoyant. 
The gunwale amidships, 22 inche!-3 
above the keel, rises with an accelerat­
ed curve to 37 inches at each end, and 
t11is rise of bow and stern, with the 
<'lippe-r-Jilte upper form. gives it a duck­
like capacity to top the coming waves, 

ment preserves the balance in the en­
t·ount~r when the. boat is worked by 
four oars, the harpoon oar being apeak. 
The boat is steered by an oar 22 feet 
long. 

"The gear of the boat consists of two 
live harpoons, or those in us&; two or 
three ~pare irons, secured to the side 
of the boat, and two or three lances se­
cured by cords in like positions. The 
sharp heads of all being protected by 



well-fitting sheaths. A hatchet and ,;. 
sharp knife a~ placed in the bow box 
for cutting the line in case of emer­
gency, a water keg, fire apparatus. 
c.-a.ndlP.S, 'lantern, compass, bandages for 
wounds. waif flags <,n poles. a fluke 
~pade, boat hook, and a dragging floal 
completes the equipment of a ·whale­
boat.·• 

The ship carpenters and caulkers 
having finished their work of repairing 
her hull, she is allowed to float on a11 
~ven keel again. and the riggers are 
busy alow and aloft, tarring and slush­
ing the standing rigging, setting the 
top masts. hoisting her spars and yards 
into o~ace, bending on sails. reaving 
new sheets. splicing and lashing ancl 
n1aking everything above decks strong 
and ~ecure. Men are swinging at each 
mast, in tbeir bosin chairs, scraping 
and i')iling the same. until they look like 
uew :::ti~ks. On deck the painters arc 
brigbt~ning up the .bulwarks and tha 
<'utside of the--- ship is shining with a 
fresh coat of ,'black, except the false 
porthole~. which are painted white, giv­
·ing · the ship the ~ppearance of a for­
midable man-of-war. 

I am tole! that the custom of painting 
r:orthotes was originated when th~ 
oceans ·were· infested with pirates and. 
privateers. And many .an old whale-
1nan ~ould relate thrilling tales of en­
eounters with these bloodthirsty 
:-overs. 

Below decks the cabin and forecastle 
have bcQn renovated and look quite in­
,'itir,g to the landsman who knows lit­
tle of what a whaling voyage means. 
The ship now begins to look like a nt::w 
craft ju~t off the stoe:ks. but there re-
1nains a great many things tc do yet 
J-,,.efore ~he will be ready to set sail. 

The ca.bles and anchors must be over­
!1auled. extra cables stowed away to 
be used in case she should break a way 
from anc-horage ir.. a gale, spare yards 
or spa!"~ are lashed on deek, which 
may "have to be brought into service as 
:mrv masts. as it sometimes hay,pen& 
that the ship loses s,:,me of her 1nasts 
and spars in a t?"opical hurricane. 

The try works, used for rendering the 
oil from the blubber. must be over­
hauled. These are larg~ cast iron pots 
~et in brick furnaces, and situated for­
-.,.~ard of the main hatch. . 
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'f'h~rf:l' i~ also a large copper tank at­
tache<J to the works, which is used as 
a cooler for the oil, which is bailed in­
to it and cooled before being run into , 
the oil ca5ks. 

The supplies for the voyage are now 
being st,)wed away in the hold. Bar­
rels of beef. pork, hard bread and 
numero1.1s other things in the food lin~. 
also the water casks, oil casks and 
,vood for the galley and try works. 
Some ()f this wooc presents a peculiar 
appearan~e from its having been "a­
'\'\-·haling before." It looks like a pile 

nf greasy cl"!lbs as it lies on tlle dock. 
but if you should examine it closely 
): ou wc)uld find some very fine pieces ot 
w·ood. snch as mahogany, rosewood, 
black walnut, ~tc., it having been ob­
tained in' foreign ports. wherever the 
~hip hal'pened to. be wlien in n~ of 
a ~upply. 

Every ~hip carries a medicine chest. 
-.vhich contains a supply of common 
remedies tr.at will be needed, also 
bandage~. splints, etc.. for setting 
broken limbs. Every captain is apt to 
be calle•i upon to act as surgeon, and 
many M serious and difficult operation 
has boon p~rformed by the captain ot 
a whale~hip on the high seas. A good 
supply of New England rum see1ns to 
have been the principal itE-m of the 
n1edicine che~t. 

The stock of liquors in the medicine 
che~t at the commencement of a voy­
age WC\Ulc.i be about as follows: 

Ten gallons New England rum. 
Two ~allons Holland gin. 
Two gallons brandy. 
Two gallons port wine. 
It would be in1possible to enumerate 

in a p2.~er of this length the articles 
required to fit out a vessel for a whal­
ing voyA.ge. In an outfitting book of a 
--.vhaler :;ailing in 1865 over 600 itents 
,vere entered. 

Some of "ihe items were: 
2475 barrels of casks for the oil. 
19 cords of wood. 

. Under th~ head of provisic,ns were: 
131 b?...rrels of beef. 
90 barrels of pork. 
90 barrels of flour. baked. 
70 ha rrels of flour, packed. 

1100 gallons of mol&sses. 
2 boxes of sugar. 

1 ooo pounds of dried apples. 
1050 pounds of butter. 

700 pounds of codfish. 
Besia.es a supply of rice, peas, beans. 

corn, meal, etc. 
Und~r the head of cabin stores we 

find tea. coffee, chocolate, spices, 300 
hams. lOu bushels of. potatoes, ~alt, pep­
J>er. e~sences, and in fact most of the 
necesRar-y articles that go to make 
c.-omforta.ble living. -

ThP, ship also carried a. complete set 
of carpenter's tools and the necessary 
cooper's tools. A large assortment of 
ship ch~ndlery, comprising 133 articles, 
w-as ca.rried. This included nearly 
everything in that lin~. from a fish­
hook to a grindstone; four of the lat­
ter w~re taken. 

In this list ara six muskets, 10 hand­
C!Uffs, powd~r and balls, shot, e:-tc., nails 
and rivets for repairing the boats, 
needles and thread, lanterns and pots 
and pans for the caboose. 

Then we come to the naval stores, 
tar and rosin. tinware, crockery, cop­
per ware, craft and blacksmith's tools, 
iron ho(::ps, boats and lumber to repair 
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From "New Bedford Illustrated," published by H. S. Hutchinson & Co. 
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tpem with. paints, cordage. spare ~ils. 
~tationerv and sundries. The ~ip,, car­
riPd merchandise for trading with the 
native$. This included tobacco, calico, 
J}rints. ·ginghams, etc. 

The aYera.ge cost of fitting out a ship 
40 years s.go was a bout $20,000, depend­
ing on !he amount of repairs required. 
The ~ost of fitting out a modern steam 
whaler for. one season in the Arctic 
ocean i..;; about the ~-ime amount. 

Perhaps there is a bit of humanity, 
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The noble ship is now fitted out 
c-omp!ete, su far as the riggers, car­
r.-enten-. eaulkers and painters ar€' able 
to make her, but she still waits for a 
n1aster and crew, to take her on her 
Yoyage. 'l'he owners or agents have not 
l~n idle during the fitting out, and 
have shipped a captain and crew. and 
the day of ~iling is waited for amc­
iou~ly hy every one interested in the 
~hip. 

The offieers and crew of a whateship 

BREAKING UP AN OLD WHALER 

Showing the method of securing driftwood from old whaleships for burning in open fireplaces. 
Packed in barrels and i1hipped to any address by H. S. Hutchinson & Co. 

in the sl-J.ape of a small boy, stowed 
away among the casks, who will mak~ 
his appearance when the ship is a safe 
d i~tane~ fron1 port. - · ---

Live stock. such as chickens and. pigs, 
are sometimes included in the ship's 
supplies. to be used as luxuries for the 
office-rs' mess . 
. Everything being fitted, the a eeks are 
cleared and scrubbed, "holy-stoned," 
the sailors would say, as this work is 
u~uany done on Sunday, when at sea. 

are shipped on what is called a lay, 
that is, they receive at the end of the 
\·oyage a certain percent of the cat'ch 
•.>f oil, according to their stations. · 

In the year 1807, on a whaler sailing 
from Nantucket, carrying 21 men, the 
~hares w~re as follows: 

Captain, 1-18; first mate, 1-27: second 
mate, 1-37; two end men (probably 
boatsteerers), 1-48 each; five men, 1-7!; 
each; cooper, 1-60; boy, 1-120; five black 
1nen, 1-80 ~ach. one black man, 1-80 on 



400 barrels; one black man, 1-90; one 
black man, 1-85; one black man. 1-90 
4-:•n all but 400 .. oarrels. 

The vessel made a two year voyage, 
and thP catch arnounted to $37,66L02. 
'The crew's share amounted to $24,252.74. 
The boy's share amounted to $310, but 
1,robahly the slop chest account ab• 
sorbed a large percentage of that. Cases 
have been known where a boy would 
return from his first voyage in debt to 
the ship. owing to his patronizing the 
slop <!best too extensively. 

To thos'? who may not understand the 
significance of the slop chest, I will ex­
plain that the ship carried certain sup­
Illies that were needed by the crew, 
s:uch as clothing, tobacco, etc., and sold 
them to the men as they required 
them, the same being charged against 
their share of the voyage. 

In more recent years the lays were: 
Captain, 1-14: first mate, 1-25; second 

mate, 1-32; third mate, 1-47; fourth 
mate, 1-52; boatsteerers, 1-75; coopers, 
1-72; cook, 1-150; able seamen, 1-140; 
green hands, 1-175; boy, 1-250. 

The crew is worthy of notice for a 
moment. It is made up of many differ­
ent grades ~f character, from a minis­
ter (lf the Gospel, who is going on a 
Yoyage, hoping to repair his broken 
11ealth, to the criminal, who -wishes to 
get away from the clutches of the law. 
There are also many nations represent-
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ed. in the crew. the Bra va Portuguesi? 
predominating in Jater·years. 

The sailing day . being set, the ship 
hauls out into the stream, and with 
flags flying ·she presents a gala appear­
ance as she rides gracefully at an­
chor. · _AJ;hore there are many anxious 
hearts beating. dreading the approach­
ing day when husbands and brothers 
must part from the·loved ones. The day 
arrivE's, and all is bustle and hurry .get­
ting the last things aboard before sail­
ing. 

In the meantime the ship has dropped 
down below the fort. with the crew 
aboard, a necessary precaution to pre­
vent desertion, as some of the . men 
have repented their action already ,and 
·would g-ladly give up the voyage if 
possible. 

'rhe tug is ready to take the officers 
of the ship and their friends who wish 
to see them off, aboard, and the last 
and one might say the most important 
article of the ship's outfit is the chro­
nometer. which the captain carries 
carefully in his hand, now goes aboard, 
and ~he is ready to hoist anchor and 
take her departur~. -

The pilot takes her down the bay and 
out bE.:yond the islands, and with many 
a hanti.shake and "God speed the voy­
age," the friends go over th~ side to 
the tu~ boat, and the good ship sails 
on, perhaps, to return laden · with 
wealth, and, perhaps, to leave her bones 
to bleach on some foreign shore. 

Captain Seth Pope 
By James L. Gillingham 

"Nearly ten years had passed since 
the 'Mayflower' had dropped anchor 
under the 1ee of Cape Cod,. when on 
May 30th, 1630, the good ship 'Mary & 
John,' en<ied at Hull the voyage which 
began at Plymouth, England, on March 
20th previous. -AJJ1cng the voyagers 
was a young man, of the age of 22 
years, Thmnas Pope. He, with many 
,of his fellow coloni~ts in J"une follow­
ing settled in Dorc·hester. 

.. From the Plymcuth colony . records 
we learn that in the years of 1633 and 
1634 a tax of nine shiliings was levied 
up(,n him as a re~ident of New Ply-
1nouth. Oct. 6, 1636, by the court of 
ass is tan ts, to the general court, there 
were five acres of land appointed to 
him, 'at the fishing point next Slow­
ly field;' and by this court he was au­
thorized to build a dwelling house upon 
his land, . 'provided he 1>rocure sufficient 

security v,:ith him. to be bound in fifty 
pou!lds bon<l for his good behavior in 
tht1 ~aid house or family.' 

"'This provision might seem uncalled 
for from this young batcbelor, but the 
aggressive, impetuous and resistiYe 
charac:teristics he developed in after 
life make it appear to have been a wise 
precaution timely exercised. Undaunt­
ed, unremitting efforts are traits he 
has transmitted to his -posterity. 

"The five acres proving too small a 
dooryard for the enterprising colonist, 
he and his two companions at the 
fishing point were authorized by this 
court in Noven1.ber following to divide 
the entire land at that plaee equally 
be~"\veen themselves. 

"That he was a rr1an of courage and 
seeking adventure is shown by the fact 
that he was one of the forty 'souldiers' 
whcse names "V\-·ere reported to the gen-



era.J court in June~ 1637, as vol~n(eer­
ing to go '\\:.ith Lieutenant William 
Holmes, as leader, and Thomas Prence 
as the member of the council of war, 
to the assistance of the Massachusetts 
~Y colony, and the colony of Connec­
ticut, in their war against_ the Pequin 
(P~uot) Indians. 

'"Before starting on that service he 
was married by Governor Ed ward 
Winslow to Anne Fallowell, daughter 
of Gabriel and Catherine Fallowell, at 
New Plymouth on July 28, 1637. A 
daughter, Hannah, was born to them 
in 1639. His wlie, Anne, dying in 1640, 
he sold his homestead at the fishing 
point next Slowly field to George Bo­
nan1 on Aug. 29, 1640, for 22 pounds 
sterling. to be paid in Indian and Eng­
lish corn./. 

The court of assistants on Nov. 2, 
1640. granted to him five acres of 
meadow towards Ga vans Colebrook 
nleadow, in the ·s(•uth meadows,' tow­
ards Aggawan. At an earlier general 
cvurt it had been decreed that the 
boundaries of New Plymouth extended 
on· the· south to Sandwich and on the 
·west to the ·south meadows.' 

··Thomas Pope, while a man often at 
strife with his neighbors, and . restive 
under the authority of others, was 
nevertheless a man of standing in New 
Plymcuth, and efficient in the public 
service. 

··.At. the general ccurt on June 4, 1645, 
he was chosen one of the two consta­
bles of New Plymouth. 

··on May 29, 1646, he married for his 
second wife, Sarah Jenney, daughter of 
John and. Sarah Jenney of New Ply­
m~uth. 

"To them was b()rn, at New Ply­
mouth, on Jan. 13, 1648, a son, Seth 
Pope. This eldest son of Thomas is 
the Captain Seth Pope of Dartmouth. 
Three oth~r sons and three daughters 
were later born to them. Two of these 
chiidren met death at the hands of the 
Indians at Dartm<'uth in 1675. 

·'Thomas Pope, from the birth of 
Seth, until after June, 1670, evidently 
remained( a resident of. New Plymouth, 
and had various eonnections with the 
generai court there. 

"In June. 1647, for slandering James 
Cole, he- settled the suit by payment of 
part of the costs. 

·'In August. 1648, he was one of the 12 
men to hold the inquest on the body o! 
the child of Allis Bishop, which she 
liad killed. · ---

"In Jnne, 1651, he was elected one of 
the two highway surveyors of New Ply­
rnouth. and was re-elected to that of­
fice in 1652. In July of that year he 
served on the inquest on the body of 
Robert Wille 01" Willis. In October, 1656, 
he served on 'the inquest on the body 
of Titus Waymouth, who had injudi­
eiously imbibed too much cider. In 
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June. 1658. he was one of the five ref­
E-rees to establish a division line be-­
tween lands of two of his neighbors. 

"In March. 1659, he was required to 
give bO!H1s of twenty pounds for good 
heha vior for one year. His own bound­
ary ,line was in doubt, so was his tem­
per over the dispute. 

"During the next August the court 
of·. assistants appointed three referees 
to settl~ the dispute of the boundaries 
between the lands of Thomas Pope 
and William Shirtlife, at Strawberry 
Hill, or Reed Pond, in ·New Plymouth, 
his homP.stead. 

"In October, 1659, he is fined ten shil­
lings 'f<lr ahusive c·arriages' at the mill 
at New Plymouth towards Th•Jmas Let­
tice. His <'Ontroversies with his neigh­
bors ~ used him to seek another place 
of habitation, with his increasing fam­
ily. 

"In June, 1662, he was one of the 2-l 
ancient freemen, and servants, author­
ized by the general court, if Saconett 
:N"eck could not be purchased from the 
Indians. to select some other undis­
posed of place for 1:heir accommoda­
tion. Wills of deceased J_-erse,ns were 
obscurP in intent and difficult. of in­
terpretation in those days, as well as at 
the :pre~ent, and as one of the execu­
tors •)f his mother-in-law's, Mistress 
~arah Jenney's, will, in June, 1663, the 
advice of the general court was sought 
as to whom a young colt belonged,. one 
.of the thr~e. Jegate~s being dead. .Thi$ 
momentnous question was not settled 
hy the governor and his assistants and 
the deputies for three years. Then it 
'\Yas decided that the first hc,rse found. 
whether mare or colt. belonged to the 
surYiving legatees, one of whom was 
his daughter. Sussanah. 

"In D~c-ember, 1663, he was again in• 
Yolved in a controversy with his ueigh­
'bor, Cyles Rickard, Sr., in regard to a. 
djsputed hnundary line between their 
lands: and in the excess of his zeal to 
1>rotect hi~ rights and secure his prop. 
t-rty he wrestles with Gyles, strikes the 
wife ,>f G-yle~ and ·carries o~ the wood 
lying at their door. His fine is only 
three shillings and four pence; ,he is 
crdereci tc return the wood. and to 
giYe bond ()f twenty pounds for good 
'behavior for three n1onth~. 

"In February, 1C65, the court appoints 
three referees to settle the disputed 
boundary lines between his lands and 
tho~e of Gyles Rickard and John 
Barnes, by establishing new bounds in 
place of the lost ancient bounds. 

"Between Pope and Barnes there was 
n. cartwa.-y and each claimed the right 
to the- c;nle use of the land, and the 
childr~n playing in th~ way had been 
criven out. Th~ complaint against him 
for trespass was disposed of by the de-­
c:ree that he shnulC:. go no n1ore through 
the land of Ba!'nes. 

··In Jun~, l'i68, ·he was one of the jury 



v.ho fountl Nathaniel Soule guilty of 
the 'telling of a pniscious lye." The fin~ 
"for such a misiemeanor was ten shil­
lings . 

.. In October, 1668, he had caused a 
horse of Richard Willis to be attached, 
.ancl the horse had promptly and mys­
teriously disappeared. For three yea.rs 
this controversy held the attention of 
the general court. Finally it was de­
•creed that 1f anybody could be found 
who could show a better title to the 
horse, when it too had been found,. 
then the horse was not to be restored 
to Mr. Willis. . 

""fhe culmination of his troubles at 
New Plymouth, came when in June, 
:16·;1), he was fined ten shillings 'for vil­
lifying . the minu-try.' Freedom of 
.spaech and action for him must be 
·found elsewhere, so he turned his face 
toward the setting sun, and came to 
·Dartmouth. 

'·The town of Dartmouth had been 
:incorporated as a township in 1664. The 
lands within the township had been 
purchased from Wesamequen and 
Wamsutta by their deed of Nov. 29, 
1652. Evidently the negotiations for 
this purchase had been pending for 
some time, as persons in whose inter-

-est the purchase was made at New Ply­
mouth on March 7, 1652, executed an 
agreement as to how many shares the 
owners of th6 lands should have there­
in, and who should be the owner of 
-each share. 

'·Local historiaru; have differes-.Jn es­
tablishing the time the ancestor of the 
Pope family came to dwell in this part 
-of the colony, and the location of the 
homesteads of his descendants. 

"In this paper I shall but briefly re­
fer to but five generations in direct line 
of succession fro1n Thomas Pope. 

"I find no authority for the state­
ment that Thomas Pope came to Dart­
mouth earlier than the year 1670, nor 
that he was the first white man who 
made his habitation in that portion of 
Dartlnuuth now known as Fairhaven. 

"At the time of the purchase of the 
lands from the Indians, in 1652, the re­
gi.Jn adjoining the river was known at 
New Plymouth . as Cushenah and 
Acushenah. 

"In 1659 John Cooke and his family 
left New Plymouth for settlement on 
the new ourchase. 

"In October, 1660, the general court 
decreed that 'Cushenah is required to 
-ray by rate for common charges the 
sum of £1 ls.' That there was a set­
tlement at Cushenah in 1660 is evident 
from the vote passed at that session, 
that 'Captain Willett is to be sent un­
to to put those that have lands at So­
wansett into some way for the levying 
and paying of their rates.' 'The like 
to Arthur Hathaway and Sarjeant 
:Shaw, for theirs att Cushenah.' 
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"In 1662 Samuel Jenney was appoint­
ed a constable at Acushenah, and in 
1663 William Spooner · was appointed 
the constable. In June, 1663, the gen­
eral court decreed: "It is ordered by 
the court that a rate • • • • be levied 
on the several towns of this jurisdic­
tion for the defraying of necessary 
charges of the colonies • • * * the neigh­
borhood at Acushenah 10s." 

"After the incorporation in 1664 con­
stabies were regularly chosen, John 
Russell was the deputy to the general 
court at New Plymouth in 1665,. and 
John Cooke was deputy from 1666. 

"In 1666 the inhabitants were author­
ized to appropriate the fine of £5. due 
from five Indians, and apply it to , the 
cost of a bridge. In 1667 the first · se­
iectmen of the town were chosen, John 
Russell, Samuel Hicks and Arthur 
Hathaway, and the first collector of 

-· taxes, Samuel Hick9. 
· "In April of 1667 the court ordered 
that, 'For Dartmouth, Sarjeant James 
Shaw to exercise the inhabitants in 
arms till the next June court, and that 
then the town are to present some to 
the court to be settled in office, ac­
cording to order; and that the-- ·saM­
Sarjeant Shaw advise with John Cooke, 
Samuel Hicks and John Russell, in 
case of any danger presenting for the 
best defence of the place in such re­
spect, and to see how men are pro­
vided with arms and ammunition, and 
to return the defects to the said .court.' 

"At the June session John Cooke was 
appointed to solemnize marriage and 
to administer oaths to witnesses; and 
later in the session he was further em­
powered to issue warrants for attach­
ment c,f property or summons of per­
sons, returnable to the general court, 
and also to issue subpoena to witnesses. 
Giving him the powers of a clerk of 
our inferior courts of today •. but not 
having the right of trial of any cause. 

"When Thomas Pope• arrived at Dart­
mouth he must have found a settle­
ment of a considerable number of pEl!r­
~:ms. although their dwellings were 
widely scattered. It is probable that 
the removal of the parent from New 
Plymouth caused the son, Seth Pope. 
to likewise try his fortunes in a new 
community. At this time he had not 
acquired those traits of industry and 
thrift which he later developed. Tra­
dition says that he appeared at Sand­
wich as a pedlar,. but the authorities, 
fearing that he might become a pub­
lic charge, requested his removal to 
some other locality. When and where 
he was married to his first wife, De­
borah, is not known. Probably at 
Dartmouth and about the year 1673. 
The tradition further says that in his 
indignation with the authorities at 
Sandwich, on leaving that settlement 
he declared that he would return and 



buy a goodly portion of the towll.9hip. 
This awakened ambition he was able 
to accomplb;h thirty years later. 
• "He then came to Dartmouth, . and 
began a career of industry and thrift 
that soon made him a leading mer­
chant, .an honored representative and 
the first trial magistrate in Dartmouth. 

'"Neither Thomas Pope, nor his son, 
Seth Pope, 'were among the original 
shareholders of the land purchased 
fr(\m Wesamequen. 

"When he came to Dartmouth it is 
probable that he went to the home of 
his father, which was located west of 
the present Sconticut Neck road and 
south of the present Washington street. 
Here had been built a log house and 
a grist mill. . · 

"In the ;records of the proprietors of 
the Dartmouth land Seth Pope acquired 
interests in the original shares. 
. "One of the origina,1 owners of a 
share wa9 'Mt· .Jenney/ as copied in 
the records at • our local registry of 
deed~. and 'Mistress .Jenney,' as it ap­
pears in other records. She was the 
mother-in-law of Thomas Pope, and as 
her two son, Samuel .Jenney and .John 
.Jenney, were early: settlers in Dart­
mouth, and as Robert· Bartlett, also 
one of the original shareholders, who 
bad· married Hanr..ah, the eldest daugh­
ter of Thomas Pope, had also settled 
in Dartmouth, it is · probable that the 
various relatives o! Seth Pope had built 
their homes at no great distance from 
each other, this precaution being nec­
essa17 because of the hosti~ity of the 
Indians at this period. Thi9 is evident 
from the fact that in .July, 1675, Susan­
na~ the second daughter- of Thomas 
Pope, who had married .Jacob Mitchell, 
with her brother John, the third son 
of Thomas Pope, and her husband, were 
kilied by the Indians near the present 
southwest corner of Spring and Wal­
nut streets. in Fairhaven. while they 
were trying to reach Cooke's garrison 
from their home in the east par_t of 
the town. The layout of the road down 
Sconticut Neck in March 30, 1730, lo­
cates the, residence of Seth Pope's 
homestead as being near the present 
northwest corner of Washington street 
and the county road leading northward 
tr, Dahls corner. And the layout of that 
part of the present Spring street, east 
of Rotch street, to the same County 
~oad, made March 7, 1736, confirms this 
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the Plymouth Colony records is in. 
March, 1677, when he was one of the­
jury of twelve men to try three-Indians 
for the murder Qf John Knowles, John 
Tisdale. Sr., and Samuel Attkins. This 
jury returned a verdict that the evi­
dence was 'very suspicious· against the­
first two Indians named in the indict-
ment. but that against the third there­
·was no evidence. The court, evidently 
believing that an absent Indian was. 
preferable to a present one, sentenced 
all thr~e to be sent out of the country .. 

It was probably aliotit the year 1677 
that Seth Pope _built his homestead at 
the location I have described and be­
gan the active life he ever after led in 
the town of Dartrnouth. September :i 
1677 his son Thomas was born. · 

'"The general court in March 1679 al:. 
lo,ved t-:1 Seth Pope seven shillings to­
be demar.ded of some Indians for ex­
pen~e of time in their behalf, in re­
ulrning guns. 

"In June lti80 Seth Pope was a mem­
ber, from Dartmouth, of the grand in­
'-tue-i:;t of 25 to serve at the generai 
court of that year. 

"Thon1as Pope died, sometime be­
tween .July 9th. the date of his will . 
and November 2d, 1683, the date of the· 
bonrl of Isaac Pope and Seth Pooe as 
a~mini~trators of his estate. By thf! 
w11I of Thoma~ the homestead of the· 
deceased was devised to the youngest 
~on Isaac. and comprised about one­
hundred a_~d. seventy acres, and in its. 
area was included the older and central 
part of the present town of Fairhaven 
from th~ railroad on the south to Bry~ 
ant a venue on the east and Bridge­
street on the north. By this will Seth 
Pope recPived ten ::;billings. 

•·In colonial Clays a representative­
form of town government prevailed. 
The general court at New Plymouth 
was the source of authority to the­
townships. 

"In June 1685 Reth Pope was elected 
a selectman of Dartmouth. He was. 
re-electec a selectman in 1686 and in 
this year he was · .. appointed' by the­
general court a lieutenant of the mili­
tary forc-e of Dartmouth. and took the­
oath ,)f ti.delity. In the ·records of the. 
general court for 1689 he is first re­
ferred t0 as ·captain Seth Pope,· when 
he served in the general court as a. 
deputy from Dartmouth. He was re­
e1ec-ted a selectman of Dartrr1outh 'for 
]689. 

1ocation. · 
"The dwellings in Dartmouth were 

destroyed by the Indians 111 1675, and 
Seth Pope, with his wife and other 
relatives, were driven to seek shelter, 
probably in New Plymouth, where 
Thomas Pope still owned his dwelling 
at Strawberry hill, or Reeds pond. 
There John, the eldest son of Seth Pope, 
was born Oct. 23, 1675. 

' "Evidently Captain Pope saw service-

"The first reference to Seth Pope in 

under Captain Church during the In­
dian troubles of that time. At the. 
August se..c::sion in 1689 of the general 
c·ourt. three co1nmissioners were chos­
~n as a council of war. Certain iri-

. structions to the colonists were adopt­
ed. Among them n1ay be nQted the fol­
lowing. 

" '4 1'hat such ,lue encourage1nent. 
may be· given to soldiers, that if it may 



be there may be enough raised to go 
volun~arily, without such encourage­
ment to ·be six shillings per week, money 
<>r monies value, for each private soldier 
and eight or ten pound per head to one 
company, or soldiers, for every fight­
ing man of the enemy, whose scalp 
shall be brought in to such person or 
officer as shall be appointed to tak& 
n')tice or knowledge thereof. and also 
to have an the persons as they shall 
take & captivate, and all portable 
plunder ,Uvided an1ongst them. And if 
ar.y s-,ldi~r ,:f ours shall be maimed in 
said war, and ther~?>y disabled to main­
tain the1nselves, he or they to be pro­
vide:d for, relieved & maintained in 
such capa-~ity as he or they lived in 
before c,lncerned in said war, and also 
to ha, .. e Yictuals ~nd ammunition al­
lowed while upo!l the expedition. 

" '7. 'rhat care be forthwith taken 
to engage the Mowhawke Indians with 
us against ou!" said enemies by sending 
some meet person to them with a pres­
ent, and to tre:at with them in order 
thereto.' 

·'By this general -~ourt it was fur-
ther, . 

" "Ordered by this court and the au­
thorit:'-r thereof. that if any person 
English or Indian apprehend and 
bring befnrf. authvrity any man that 
is an Indian enemy, he shall· ha·ve ten 
1,ounds fc.r a 1·eward if he bring him 
.alive. aml five pounds if killed, pro­
,·frled it be ·e·Vident it be an enemies 
lndian.' · -----

" 'Any English or Indian notifying 
!)_ny militray or civil officer c:f plot or 
<'.onspiracy· of Indians against English 
to reeeiYP ten pounds r-eward. if Eng­
li~h or freeman, if servant to be freed 
The military officers of ea~h town to 
-encot:rage Ji;nglish or Indi.an to volun­
te'3r t,, go out unde1· command of Cap­
tain Church.' 
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"In 1689 Seth Pope was a deputy from 
Dartmouth to the general court at New · 
Plymouth. Here he gave evidence of 
ha ,~ing inherited the independence and 
defiance of his parent when he consid­
ered his rights infringed. The record 
of the session held December 25, 1689, 
-shows that he was present at the ses­
~ion, and that a vote was passed that 
be, with nine other deputies, who had 
been fined twenty shillings each 'for 
not appearing and attending saici. 
-court, or disorderly departing there­
from,' be remitted the fine, 'it being 
the first offence in that kind.' 

"He must have become again offend­
ed at the acts of the court, for the rec­
ord of the session also contains the 
·statement that Seth Pope, and three 
-others, are fined twenty shillings each 
'for their disorderly departing from 
this general court.' The record has at­
tached the endors<-rnent, 'all released 
-except Mr. Cushing, May 20th. 1.690.' 

''At the May, 1690, session of the gen-

eral court, Captain Seth Pope is chosen 
one of the three associate magistrates 
for the county of Bristol. He was a 
deputy from Dartmouth to this ses­
sion and was re-elected for the session 
of 1G9L · 

"An order passed June 5, 1690, reads: 
" 'Ordered by this court, that after 

this year the associate, or county mag­
istrates, be chosen by the freemen of 
the sever-c:t.i couniies.' 

'·At this June session he was re­
elected associate, or county magistrate, 
for 'this present year, for the county 
of Bristol.' 

'"It "'-as also 'Ordered, that the se..v­
eral associate, or county magistrates. 
m~et at their several county towns, to 
be sworn, at such time as they shall be 
vvar-ned by orders from the magistrates 
of the several counties. At which time 
they are to· hear and determine accord­
ing to law any criminals, and do any 
other thing within the power of a 
county court except trying of actions.' 

" 'Ordered, that every of said as­
sociates, or county magistrates, have 
the power of a magistrate within their 

·respective counties.' 
'"Seth Pope had purchased parts of 

the shares of orig:nal proprietors of 
Dartmouth lands, and the session of 
the general court of 1685 and 1686 had 
to consider petitions for partition of 
·these iands brought by William Wood 
and others against Seth Pope, John 
Cooke and others. The plaintiffs were 
non-suited in each instance, and on 
the s£:cond petition were required to 
pay costs of 32 shillings. 

'·These suits evidently led to the 
giving of the deed of William Brad­
ford to Seth Pope and 55 others, dated 
Nov. 13, 1694, to confirm the title of the 
original proprietors and their success­
ors in title to the lands of Dartmouth. 
This is the first deed• in which Seth 
Pope. is a grantee which is recorded in 
the land records of the north district of 
this countY, of land located within the 
bounds of Dartmouth, now Fairhaven. 

"In 1691 he served on a jury to deter­
mine an important question relating to 
the boundaries of the town of Middle­
bury. 

"After the union of the colonies of 
New Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay 
in 1692. the former office of · county 
magistrate was filled by the appoint­
ment of the governor, and the magis­
trate was called a justice of the peace. 
He was appointed to this office by Gov­
ernor William Phipps, May 27, 1692, an;l 
his commission was renewed by Gov­
ern0r Joseph Dudley, Nov. 8, 1707; it 
was also renewed on Jan. 25, 1709, and 
Dec. 10, 1715, his last appointment to 
that office being by Governor Samuel 
Shute on Nov. 12. 1717. . 

"He was again elected a selectman 



of Dartn1outh in the years 1~9, '1.702 
and 1705. - ~ 

·'Following the ~sation of the wars 
with the Indians, the township strug­
gl.ad under a hea,.-y tax for the support 
of the united col<.,nies, and in June, 
1695, Captain Seth Pope w_as sent on 
behalf of the town to appear before 
the general court at Boston to urge a 
reduction in the rate levied on Dart­
mouth. -

"'After the deed of William Bradford 
to the proprietors of Dartmouth lands 
in 1694 he acquired title to large areas 
of land, particularly in the portions 
now Fairhaven and Acushnet, and by 
various exchanges of lands enlarged 
the areas of land he already owned, 
particularly adjoining his homestead. 

"Among these deeds is one from his 
brother, Isaac Pope, dated March 13. 
1711, of ·one half of acre lying and 
being by Coshenet river and Herring 
river on whicb stands a warehouse in 
Dartmouth, with a convenient cartway 
down to it.' 

'"Herring river, on the Acushnet 
rivE-r, was the now obliterated mill 
pond, east of Main street, in Fairha­
ven. For this conyeyance he deeded to 
Isaa.c Pope 35 acres out of the 800 acres 
he had received, as a shareholder in 
the Dartmouth lands, in the partial di­
•vision that had been made of those 
lands. 

"Another of these deeds conveyed to 
hin1 from George and Benny Shaw, 
from the share of their grandfather, 
John Shaw, dated Feb. 27, 1694, of 'fifty 
acres of said unland and seven acres 
of meaciow being already laid out at a 
place called WISsQ.uamcusset, near the 
head of Sconticut neck in the town­
ship of Dartmouth.' 

"Between ihis last lot and his home­
stead there was conveyed to him by 
Thomas Hathaw2.y, Nov. 11. 1696, 
'thirty-two acres of upland and one and 
one quarter acres of meadow adjoining 
untt, the foot of it, the same land ad­
joining unto and lyeth oetween the 
ho)ne lot ot the said Seth Pope and 
some other of his lands on the south­
erly side of his home lot.' 

"Seth Pope_ did not confine his ven­
tures in business to the land. He owned 
shares in various vessels which carried 
on a profitable coastwise trade. In 
169S he owned a part of the sloop Hope­
well, which was commanded by his soq 
Thomas in 1702, and in 1709 was part 
owner of the sloop Joann--and Thank­
ful. 

"Having become one of the largest 
owners of land in Dartmouth, and one 
of its wealthiest citizens, he puts into 
effect his decision to own a valuable 
part of the town of Sandwich. 
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"A,bout 1700 he purchases a farm in 
Sandwich for his eldest son, John, up­
on which he lived with his family. La-

ter he becomes the owner of numerous 
other valuable properties in the town. 

"His wife, Deborah. died in February.-
171L The date of his second marriage 
is not known, but is prior to April ~ 
1720 the date of his will, in which his 
wife-- is named. 'Rebecca: 

·'Having lived a life of honorable and 
active public service and of successful 
private enterprise, he died at his home 
in Dartmouth on March 1,, 1727. 

"His will and the codicil gave to the 
son John the land arid- dwelling house 
h~ occupied in Sandwich. together with 
other large tracts of land in that town­
ship and elsewhere; John dying No­
vember 18, 1725, by the codicil dat~ 
Feb. 18, of the legal year of 1725; or 
Feb. 18, 1726, of the calendar year, th~ 
devises to John were given to the mem­
bers of his family. 

"To his third son, Seth, he gave the 
land and dwelling house he occupied in 
Sandwich, with the grist and fulling 
mill, and their lands, together with 
other large tracts of land, in that town­
ship, during his life, with reversion to 
his heirs. 

"To Elna than, the fourth son, he 
gives the Spring Brook farm, of 546 
acres, at Perrys Hill, and several tracts 
of land on Sconticut Neck, including 
thep lace called 'Winsegunsett,' or to­
day 'Winchigar..sett: To the fifth and 
youngest son, Lemuel, he gives .- •my 
homestead on ,which I now dwell and 
-which is now-·in my possession and oc­
cupation,' this containing_307 acres, and 
one-half of the wharf and warehouse, 
and other lots of land in Dartmouth. 
The other half of the wharf and ware­
house going to his four daughters. 

"He was not unmindful of his faith­
ful spiritual adviser. leaving him ten 
pounds per year for two years. 

"Hi.9 Negro boy, Robin, was left to 
assist his widow, Rebecca. 

"The three-eighths part of the grist 
mill and saw mill which he owned at 
Acushnet "'as give nin different shares 
to two of his daughters. 

"The inventory of his estate. ap­
praised at Dartmouth, May 12, 1727, in­
cluding three Negro and four mulatto 
slaves. showed personal estate of 1930 
pounds, approximately of $9300.-, and 
the real estate in the county of Bris­
tol of 10,070 pounds, with other real es­
tate in the county of Barnstable of 3463 
pounds, approximately of $65,700.-~ a 
total estimated value of over $75,000.-; 
and the fears of the officials of Sand­
wich of his becoming a public charge 
failed of-realization. 

"In the old burylng ground at Acush­
net, a little west of the Parting Ways, 
is an ancient monument with the in­
scription, 'Here lyes buried ye body of 
Seth Pope, of Dartmouth, who died 
March ye 17th, 1727, in the 79th year of 
his age.'" 



'"The martial spirit of Thomas Pope, 
and of his son, Captain Seth Pope, was 
inherited by the third generation, Cap­
tain Lemuel Pope, who was born in 
Dartmouth, Feb. 21, 1696, died there 
May 23, 1771, aged 75 years. He was 
a captain of militia. Inheriting a large 
portion of his father's estate, indus­
trious and successful, he was a man of 
influence, and prominent in the public 
affairs of the town. He married Feb. 
4, 1719, Elizabeth, daughter of Ephraim 
J!unt of Dartmouth, and to them were 
born twelve children. The ninth child, 
Luen, inherited the homestead formerly 
Of Captain Seth Pope, and he retained 
it until 1778, when it was conveyed to 
John Alden. The ancient dwelling is 
gone, but the land is now owned by 
Seth Alden, a descendant of John Al­
den. 

"The eldest son of Lemuel Pope was 
Seth Pope. Born March 4, 1720. The 
story of his life, especially during the 
Revolutionary struggles, has in it more 
romance than that of hi9_ancestor, the 
Captain Seth Pope of Indian wr-.r times. 
He was a leading man, r.ot c-nly at 
home, but in the colony, both in civil 
and military affairs. At one time he 
was a captain, later commissioned a 
colonel. Chosen by his townsmen as 
one of the committee to consider the 
action which should be taken by the 
colonists relative to the British taxa­
tion; the report, accepted by the town, 
recommended non-importation of goods 
from Great Britain, and advismg the 
raisiing of funds in aid of the colonial 
congress; in 1775 being chosen a mem­
ber of the committee of safety; en­
gaging in the battle of White Plains; 
held a priscmer in the prison ship, 
where Fort Green now is located in the 
harbor near New York; he set an ex-
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ample of patriotism, which his second 
son, Nathaniel Pope, emulated on May 
14, 1775, as commander of the first suc­
cessful pro,·incial naval expedition of 
the Revolution, when two provincial 
vessels were recaptured from the Brit­
ihs sloop of war, Falcon, in Buzzards 
bay. 

"The hatred of a Tory neighbor for 
the patriotism of Colonel Pope caused 
his - homestead, at · Acushnet, to be 
burned by the British in their mem­
orable march of pillage and destruction 
from Clarks Neck in New Bedford to 
Sconticut Neck in Fairhaven in 1778. 

"Colonel Seth Pope on July 30, 1741, 
married Abigail Church. To them were 
born six children. To his son Nathan­
iel, who married Mary Barstow, of Mat­
tapoisett, Oct. 14, 1790, were born six 
children; and some of the descendants 
of his sons, :Nathaniel and Wilson 

--Pope, and of bis daughter, Lucy Bar­
stow Fish, are today honored citizens 
of Fairhaven." 

At the conclusion of his address, Mr. 
Gillingham said ha had the pleasant 
duty of making a presentation, in be­
half of Miss Alice Fish, daughter of 
Mrs. Lucy Barstov.-· Fish. Mr. Gil­
lingham then presented to the society 
the ancient cradle in which five gene­
rations of the Pope family have been 
ro-~ked. It was buil: in 1680 by Captain 
Seth Pope, for 'his children. It was in­
herited by Lemuel Pope, then Colonel 
Seth Pope, Nathaniel Pope; Mrs. Lucy 
Fish, and last by Miss Alice Fish. 

President Crapo said that the gift 
was received with many thanks to the 
donor, and would be treasured as one 
of the snciety• s most precious and 
valued relics. 




