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Indian Trails About Springfield 
.\.11 early accounts in<licalc that from a period long prior 

to the coming of the \\'hitcs, the Indians \\·ere familair with 
places often hundreds of miles distant. one irom the other. 
and that they traveled oYcr the same route in corning and 
going. The constant passing o\·er the same path. year after 
year, and generation after genern tion. often so packed the soil 
that the paths are still traceable by the depressions in the 
soil, or by the .:ibsence ,Jr a difference in the \·e~etatiun. .\lanr 
vf them ha\·e been obliterated b,· roads :rnd railwa\·s of mudern 
times. Owi11g to the Indian:;· l;abit of marching ·in single file 
Ihe trails ran:h· exceed 18 inches in width. \·et these \Ver<: the 
vrdinan· roads· uf the countrv. 'fhe,· ahva,.; followed the line 
\_If the ieast n:.:tural resistance. :\la~v of them were ori~inalh· 
tracks made b~· the deer in their seisonal migrations b~twcen 
ieeding groun<ls; some of them remain worn two feet deep into 
the ground. 

Some of these trails were located br documentary c\·idence. 
Sometimes an old deed or a grant of land gives a clue. being 
located on a trail or being bounded b\· a trail. In 1660. land 
wa:) granted that .. lye,; by~ the pa.th to \,Ioheage." 'fhe r~cord: 
oi 1646 speak of ,;the playne in the Bay P~th.,, 

The first trail cast of the ri,·cr is the presc1tt .\lain street; the 
next cas·t is .\fa pie, Chestnut and Springfield street to Chicopee~ 
,,·here it crossed the Chicopee river ''above the island where the 
lndian·s common wading place is:· as the early record reads. 

On the ri!!h t from the Indian Fort is the trail which is now 
\lill, Pine, ,.\Valnut, Oak and St. James a venue to Chicopee 
Falls. The trail crossed the Chicopee river. at the low water 
below the Falls at Scanunganuck. now Chicopee Falls. The 
B~.n- Path came into this trail from Boston. followed it to the 
Fo~t and continued across the Connecticut river, then on to 
\\'estfield, Great Barrington, .-\lbany and Buffalo. 

lt crossed the Connecticut river just below the South End 
bridge. Before the Agawam was changed, there was :t sand bar 
at that point so that it was possible to walk across the river 
at low water. Changes in the current ha\·e since washed the 
bar awav. ~ 

The trail going south, west of the river, went to \Vindsor~ 
where there were large tribes. The most southeasterly one 
went to the Pequots and the ~1ohegans, and was known to 
Pynchon :t_s the ··Pequit path that goes to 11oheag." 
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A dcscripr1on of rhe C'J1.r{'nt cf the bound~ of Ma.5sact\\•Scrr!> Ba'i Pott"nr sourhw~rd l\j_mg ,n 
41 deg 5:, rnrnurs Larr, crossrng Conec.t,con rivu b.t W,ndso1· fu~ pl~cc. rhc houH. of John 0,5 

-sell being on rne wc,c;t .side a.nd rht.. Widow Grbbs hrr hovsc on the cAst 5,de of the river. 
Also A dcscrrpt,on of rhe. -mosr rernM kb,.bl~ rivet's, brool'ls. pond~. hills. pl•~n~. :'.>womps ~,ruo.r,o,, 

of lnd1 0 ns d1scoverd by the w~y, w,tn La.rt of Spr1,,g·tidd. 42 deg G rn,nurt~ a..nd the rrb.d1"g 
hov51: of Oronoco. The 14'" of 11e -4n mo~~ 1642 

Th~ miles a.re. a.s 60 ,_, ro 6.9it ,n proport,cr. to the order.Ar"! Ct\i\~ne ,nites c.,,l~ll\•ng 310 

r-1d 5 or 6 f vr long 5 

0 .· 
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Greo.r f>Orld 

t,.11 

5'1 NATH WoodWYt..rd 

Solomon S,,,.ffery 

0 
41d47mi 

r1. wrgwb.m 
.... {l . ... 

-:zc;:) 

Th~ pa.rh_:frorn -~J.'i to Pr ovichrice 

Roads from Boston to Connecticut Ri,1er 1n 1642 
This rcorescnts the countn· along the old Ba,· Path. and lus 

.:-·-reat hi!storical interest fro1;1 the fact th:it ou-t of its makin~ 

.~re,\· the lClng dispute with Connecticut GYcr the boundary. , 
The- ··-1- \Vi!:wam:/' at .:1.bom the center of the southern trail. 

S1<)o<l on the' site of ..,,-i1at is nm,· \YooJstock. ··~Ionoway:,; 
ri,·cr" was the Quinebauz. ~orth of Springfield are the ·•High 
l lills ., of the Hoh-oke range. The "High Hills'~ to the east 
=:re the \Yilbrah:-ti11 mountains. The wi~,,·am \Yith the two 
punJs nearb,· is the site of Brookfield. \\.'oodwar<l :.rnJ Saffen· 
prob=i bly sa ,~- from there \V =• tchusett mountain and the Indian-s 
tol<l them the name, ,,·hich is on the map as "\Yathuget hill." 
:'\ipant rin~r is the Blackstone. East of there the trail led 
across the Charles ri,·cr into Boston. 

Oronoco is \Vestfield. The "Fen· Place:• on the Connecticut 
. k · ' J> • l " I . . '' l ' . n,·er. was ·nown :is ">lsse Is ·err~-. Lown to moaern times_ 
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Dutch Map of the Connecticut 

Valley 
The original is a colorcc.l er ,ppcr pla tc cn;;ra Yin~. measuring 

18 x 21 inches in size, and i:::, ex trcmelv valuable. It is known 
3.S Van Der Donck"s ~nd \Yas drawn b·:.- :--:. Yisscher, who took 
it from the map of Jasper Danker. published about 1650. It 
gets its name from the fact that it \\":t::- used Ln· YJ.n Der Donck in 
his book. ··Description of :--:e,\· :~etherbn<ls.;. published in 1656. 
The place on \Vestfield ri ,·c:r is ··Pynchon\; trading house,'· 
later \Vestfield. •· :\Ir. Pinsers Clevne \" al" is ·· .\lr. Pvnchon'::. 
little falls.'' Verse he Rie,·ier is }~resli Ri \·er. To ti1e south 
are Pacq uanac k~ Voynser (\\'indsor .) Herford, ( Hartford,) 
\Vatertuyn (\Va tertownJ \V cthersfiel<l. Huc-ren Eylant (Herou 
Island.) The various animals scattered h~re and there repre
sent the supposed habit<!t of these bea$t:;. 
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Springfield IO 1794 
The loc:1.tion of the l-nited States sm:dl-arms manufacton: 

is designated bY the '·arsenal.~· together with the '"magazine/' 
at wh;t later became r ... fagazine Street. The jail ,•;;as .... then on 
~Iain Street. :'.'-dill RiYer had not been dammed, and \Vater
~hops pond did not exist. Two -~Goose Ponds" are shown, 
,\·hich ha Ye entirely disappeared. But t-..\·o streets run west 
from }\Iain-Elm and Cypress Streets. The ?dill River valley 
was quite a manufacturi11g center, with a paper mill, a fulling 
mill, various saw mills and grist mills. A duck factorv was on 
the north side cf the ·•Road t~ the Cpper Ferry/' now· Cypress 
Street. The '·?\-Ieeting House., is the one shown on the map of 
the i\gawam River . ... 
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rr•i . 1 i '. • ,11s s 1ows t,1c .,orth mcetinQ house:. l::1,_-:· 
Ireland parish, and nu\r tl1c \orthamptun 
Street section of Hoh-okc. The church \\·:.ts 
originally the property· of the Second Baptist 
church of \Ve:-.t Springti.e!J. It \\·as built in 
1792. ahout one-half mile :,;1,uth of the present 
church. but there \\·as n,>t sutlicicnt · mor,t·,· 
to finish the inside. .\ftcr a frn· ,·ears. tl1.L· 

Cnngr1:~ationalists joiried in mo\·inL: ·the build
in;! nurth anJ c,,-rnplct1n;.: i~. lt ·,\·as cnri!
plctcd in 1~11 and :,ccuric:d until 1:-:2r .. 

The Creal Falk \\·here the s:n,· mill ::n~l 
the corn miii arc. is 1hc site of the l fuinil.,:t· 
dam. Th c road tr. 1 ! !:tn u u..- r ~: n .J l) :1 r ~ m; , u t h 
c:illcge is nm\· the ro::d to ~urtliarnptun. 
The lrun \Hirks :ire just belcn\· .\slik;: pr,nds. 
in the \·:,Ile,· of Bear Hole hrnok. Dr. Lall1-
rop's mccti"n? house is the site (j{ the churc;1 
on the Common in \\"est Sprin~lie!d. :1n~i \":::> 

built in i 703. 
The South mce1inz house \\·as th:tt uf tl1l' 

first Conzrczatit-,nal sncict\· of _\ga\Cll,"!. ! ; 
\',a:e; built 'in ·17ci0, but \\·as· ncn.-r' cc,rnpicL·I ,_. 
finished. !n 177<), it \\·as uken dt,\\11 :t11;j 

1111,,·cd tu Feeding Hills and re-erected. \\·line 
it remain c d inc n rn p le- t e u n t i l 1 ~ 21. ,.._. h 1c· 1~ i 1 

\\·as tinishcd. 
The sa\\. mill ,~nd corn miil. just n,;ri.lt of 

the island in the .\~awarn ri,·cr. are \',l1cre 
i ·~ ,. r"' • 1 1 

L1c Kamapoguc lee Lornpan:,· :~ nuw 11xaLeu. 
On Febn1ar1· 21. l(>-1-9. then: \\·as .. \.!ra11tc1cl 
Deacon Sa m·ucl Chapin (of St. C:rndc1;:e; L-i.rnv i 
a parcel of land by ~\ga \\":, m Falls.,. Th is 
is what is known as the ··Ori':.!"in:il >.liil 
Grant/' o.nd has been used f<1r n{:rnufoctur-. . 
mg e\·er smce. 

"rfhc t\\"O small er islands in the . \g:i ·.•:am 
ri\·er are at }Iittinea~ue. 

The road from H~-i.rtford tu Pitts!1cld is 
at Fccdin~ Hills. and the ran!:!es of hills tti 

the west a~e Prov-in mountain. the Be~i r 1 lolc 
range. \Iount Tom, etc. -

The corn mill. next aboYe Dr. Lathrop'::, 
meeting house~ is by Holy Snwke sprin~ u11 

ti1e Holyoke road. 
Th~ sa•,\· mill. north of the t\\·< 1 ~1:1:11\ 

islan<ls in the ~\g:rn·am, is on the hnH,k abnut 
li:tlf w;t:· bet\\·ccn \Iiuinca_L:-lll' :ind T:1tll:!lll. 
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Greenfield 
This map was made by David Hoit, Jr., of Deerfield. 
The 11eeting House was at "Trap Plain." and the road is 

now known as Silver Street. It was opposite the house in latter 
days occupied by Lemuel A. Long. It was built in 1766, though 
not completed until 1773. 

The present Main Street was laid out in 1749. 
The road from the west end of ::\1ain Street to the Countr\" 

Farms was laid out in 1736. · 
The road from the church to the proprietors' road (Sih·er 

Street) was laid out in 1760. 

7 

Wc.dth <f .River.r 
C "l1n~ct,c.tLt 'J?•f7Dm J,>ru ..20 Cl:a,,i'n., 
Fa.Ii R. 60 linhs,. · 

• 

G,,,.een .R. 7s- lt:nltJ 

3 Cor12- Mills 
1- J'o.w-:M"iU j 

Thi~ PLAN is la.id duJ.un 
N.:,v.-r- , 2.791- pT D. H. J·~n ~ 

Ill 1794 
The road from the church to the .Bernardston line vtas 

l,;\i<l out in 1763. 
The road from the street to the church (now Federal Street) 

\Yas laid out in 1788. 
The "fourteen foot fall" was at Turner's Falls. 
The first dam at Turner's Falls was built by Capt. Elisha 

:v!ack in 1793. It was originally attempted at a point two 
miles below the falls at Smead's Island, but proved impractic
able on account of the depth of \Yater and ,vas abandoned after 
considerable labor and expense. 

Twenty-five houses are shown in the town plot. 
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1n 1794 
The church shown is the thin.I building of the First Church. 

It was built in 173(> and pulled down in 1813. The church, 
court house and school house were in a line. The court house 
was built of the materials taken from the second church and 
was occupied until 1813. 

Pomerov's Inn was built bv Asahel Pomerov in 1794. It 
was later· known as the \Va;ner House and here Lafavette 
stopped in 1825. Edward's Inn was in 1827 known as :\,1oody's 
Tavern. 

Stoddard's Island is now known as Shepherd~s Island. The 

changes in the river which formed Elwell\; Island were 1ust 
begi~ning ·when this map was made. 

Clark~s Ferry is the site of the first bridge, built in 1808 
The Canal Dam on the Connecticut was the dam built for 

power at South Hadley Falls. 
At ·the ''lviineral Mountains" was the lead mine discovered 

by Robert Lyman in 1679. The "'Niineral Company" was 
formed that year, the town relinquishing '"all their right in 
that mine lying about six miles off, at the west side of the town." 
Other companies have ,vorked these hills at niricus times since. 
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Deerfield 
This map was made by Da \·id Hoit. Jr.. of Decrncld. 
The mill ne~tr the canal was ~it the South ).le:i.dow. In 

recognition of the publlc spirit of Colonel Joseph Stebbins. 
and his brother, Asa Stebbins. in building 8. grist mill at this 
point, the to,\1-n agreed that it should be forc\·er free from tax. 
The mill was burned in 1838. but wa.s rebuilt at once. and ,,·as 
finally destroyed by- floods. Around the w~ter po,Yer de,·eloped 
b,· the Stebbins brothers. ~-!ill Village ~rcw up. 

· Kearb,· was the fern·- of Church ?\1endell, who solJ to Stebbins 
a part of the land needed for the dam. 

\ 
I 

• 
10 1794 

[sracl Russell of Sunderland owneJ the fen-~- that in moJl'rn 
tirncs ,vas known as \Vhittcmore·s fern·. 

Cobb's Ferry was owned by Jonathan Cobb. ft was bter 
known as Rice's Fern· to 1'.Iontag-ue. 

The ferry of Bcnf amin Swan'" was at the point where the 
railroad now crosses the river at Cheapside. 

Harris Ferry is at the point "·here the bridge to Sunderland 
now crosses the Connecticut. 

The church shown in the tO\vn plot was built in 1729. It 
w~s the third building of the church, and was used until 1824-. 
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Ireland Parish, now Holyoke, 
• 
lfl 1827 

The ~orthampton Street district was still the important 
$ectton of the town. The d:i m had not yet been built, although 
there was a cotton facton- at the falls. The '·Iron \Vorks" 
of 1794. below Ashley ponds~ had gi\·en w=iy to a cement factory. 
Southampton lud esublished its claim to the northwest corner~ 
which was in doubt in 179+. Se\-en schocls. nvo churches 
..:.nd one inn are in e\-idence. 
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Springfield in l~~~e Connecti-
. . I had but one outle_t i_n o om the main-

The AgBawad~.rr:r;;J'~vas not yet ~t th:a-&p;er, Midd\ell a
nd t and on ' h d been damme , . brook st, ran 

f:nd. Mill rter !,ere in operation. Th:d t;:;.n ceased to exis~ 
Lower Water~ o~~reet, and one Goose poBridge to Court an along by Mam been opened from 
\Vater street had Ferrv Street. 
Ferry Lane had become . 

11 




