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~t a meeting of Ifie Standing Committee of the First Religiou$ 
Society in eilfarbkh.£ad, Jan. 18, 1816. 

Voted-That Richard Prince Esq. and Doctor Calvin 

:yJriggs, be desired to w~it on Rev. ~Ir. Dana, to thank him 
for the Historical Sermons preached by him on the 7th inst, 

~nd ~~ue~t ?, cop!. of them for the press •. 

STEPH~~ Sw~':f:'T, Clerko 

Tn9isE who heard this discotµ"se,. as it was deliver~d in twa 
parts, will perceive tbat it has been considerably abridged, 

in order that it might be reduced eve~ to its present form; for 
which an apology, it is presumed, is unnecessary. It has 
received no other material alteration. To the members of the 

Church and Society, for whose info~~ation an~ benefit it was 
. . r 

particularly desi~ed~ a~d ~o .the other gentlemen of the towni 

who have kindly expressed an interest in the publicatio11, it 
is now affectionately inscribed.-

~farbkhead,. January 22,. 1816. 





DI§COUR§JE. 

PsALM Ixxvii, IO, 11, 12. 

But I will 1·ememher the years of the right hand ojtlte ~lost 

mgh. I will reniember the works of the Lotd: surely I will 
·re1nem.ber thy u·onders of old. I will meditate also ef all thy 
work, and talk of thy doin,gs. 

IN this pas~age, and the verses with which it stands con
nected, the devout psaln1ist, referring either to personal 
trials, to publick evils, or to both of them combined, appero,; 
to be describing his unbelieving despondency, and the method 
he adopted to procure reli~f. "I remembered God, and wa.c; 
~ro~bled; I complained, and my spirit ·was overwhelmed. 
Selah~ Thou holdest mine eyes ,vaking; I am so troubled 
that I cannot speak.-I hacJe considired the days of old, the 
years <if ancient times. I call to .reinembranc~~y-song in the 
n~ght: I com1nune with mine o,vn heart: and_n1y spirit made 
diligent search. Will the Lord cast off _forever? And will he 
b-e favourable no more? Is _his m~rcy clean gone forever? Doth 
his promise fail for evermore? Hath God fer gotten_ to be gra
tious? Hath he in anger shut up bis tender mercies? Selah. 
And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the 
years efthe right hand of the .}fost High. I wµt re11ie1rtber the 
'Works of the Lord: surely I will remember thy:·wonders of old. 
I will 1nellitate also of all thy 1tvork, and talk ·ef thy doings?" 

A shnilar resolution becom~s us, my 11earers, at a period, 
1vhen, if we are friends of Zion, ,ve cannot but feel concern 
and dismay in view of her waste places, and her mourning, in 
~be midst of us. I haYe_, indeed~ been long contemplatL---ig a 
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discourse, on ••the days of old, and the yea.rs of ancient tin1es," 
"the years of the right hand of the Most High," with a spe
cial reference to the history of this ancient Church and Socie
ty. Such a discourse·1nay not only be interesting, and use
ful by preser,ing the remembrance of many dates, facts, and 
circumstances, ,vhic4 ought to be r~tained and might other
,vise be lost, but may serve to animate our hearts under every 
discouragement, and to excite an increase 0f that zeal and so
licitude, to maintain, in their primitive purity, the religion, 
··worship, and ordinances of Jehovah, for-which our anccsto1·s 
,vcre so highly distitiguished.-T~e subject_ ,v.~ju~g~d~ to.be 
not unsuitable for th~ first sabbath of-the reYol"ing y~ar. 

· · 1 rely. the ref ore on your atte1ition and. can-dour, ,vltlJe I at
tempt a detailed account, of the ·origin of this cl1ristian' ·chul"ch, 
and of_ the n1o~t pro1ninent events and _circumstances, ,vhich 
have marked its continuance to the present time. 

: This: design ma:i be introduced, with advantage, by a very 
·cursory survey of the puritans, the fathers ofNe,v-England_:. 
the1r noble, apostolick_ spirit, -t~1eir almost_ unequalled suffer
ings, and tWe wo.nders of dh~ine providence, \Yhich~ were 
-wrought fo1~ their deliverance, increase, and prosperity~: 

. · Perse~uted for righteousness' s~e, and cruelly oppressed 
with ec:clesiastical usurpation., in· their· native land~ they 
made iinn\ense· sacrifices for their religion,. and Dl~t emf
grated; ili i6-07, to Holland, ~here they · hoped to enjoy the 
· 1;1nm(?lested' worship of· God~ ,,thorcrughly reformed; that ·is, 
pur'ged fro'.ln:;allthose in\rentions, · ,~·hicb had been brought 
i~to the chrirclrsince the age of the apostles, and reduced en
tirely to the· scripture_ standard." In the course of a fe,v years, 
ho,,vever, it was found., that the general moral complexion of 
that ·cou11try, as well as n1ore particularly the prevailingpro
·fanation of the sabbath there, \Yould render the . $ituation a 
snare to the young, and prove unfavo~rahle to the grand ob
ject, ~1!1ich tl1ey esteemed paramount to ·every other. Direct
ing, therefore, their attention to the new ,vorld, after loug 



and· deyout consultation, they adopt~d the hcroick. resolu-
tion, ot seeking an_ asylum for ·themselves and their religion: 
in these· remote and savage .wiltls: : ahd finally, w1th undaunt
ed pe~everance, .. having· su.rmonuted the most appaling diffi
culties and perils, they reacl'i.et1: ·tlie l1a.rbour of . Cape C.od, on 
the tenth of Noven1her, 16-20, and at Plv1nouth com1nenced . ' 

the settlem·ent of N ew·..:En-giand. 

The number ,vhich landed \\·as hut an hundred and one 
souls.· ·"Their situation,:'! :says. the historian, "V,:as truly 
distressing,,: and: -their pi~spects .. discouraging. Wherever 
they turned their .eyes, . trouhle was bcf ore them. -- Fatigued 
by their.long and boisterous voyage-arrh·c<l oh a dangerous 
and inhospitable shore:, in -tlie advance of a c·olil ,vinter---sur
rounded ,vith u·ostile barba-rians~ ·without any .hop_e of hum-an 
succour in case of an ·attack~denied the aid oi; favour of the 
court of England-,vithout: a ·patent~without a puhlick p,ro
mise of a peaceable ei1joymeht of "their religi.ori's-Jiberties
··worn out with toil _ and . sufferings, antl · without :conveilient 
shelter from the inclemency of ;the· "\Ycatltcr~strch . was the 
situation.,. and su~h-thc. prospects., of these~piou$, -solitary_pil ... 
gtj.ms. To increase their tlistl·~ses, a general:mo1·tal ~ick
ness prevaile~ an}ong them,: ,,·hi~h sv.-ept off forj;y-six: ef their 
nu1nber before the opening_ o_f the sp:ring. _. 'ro-.s~1ppo1·t the1n 
under these trials, they had ne~d of all the ai4?-.-~nd_ c~n1forts, 
,vhich christiauity a.ffor-ds-and the.se we:r-e _sufilci~nt. · They 
bore their. hardships ,vith. r.ncommon patie~1ce, ~nd persever
ed in their pilgrimage_ wi~h :su~h. resignatioH: ~n<l cal~ncss, 
as g~ve proof of great piety a~d unconqu~1~able ';ir~tue/' 

These were with e1n1)ha-sis: "the years of the.- right hand of 
the Most High;" for he, · in· -~·_horn they trusted·; w•'ould not 
permit. the S'\'VOrd-of the· ,'dhler1iess to dc-v:oiir, or _col~~ 9r hun-

. ' • • • · • .. . 4... ! •'•I•• .• , , 

ger, or sickness, utterly tQ·d.estroy,_ the littje_company, "'~ho, 
as they snle!llnly declared,· '•hail nntlertaken the-yoya:ge for 
the glory of God, and the ·auYri.nccmcnt of the ch1~istian faith.'' 
Accorclingly, they \Vere very signally preser,~ed; . additions 
frmn time to thne \Ye:re ma~}e:to them of their brethren; thf: 
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Spirit of the L,oi•d was poured fortn; and the wilderness soon 
became a fruitful field. "In twenty-se'Ven years, there were 
Jo1:ty-three churches.,in joint .communion, and in twenty~stven 
years more, there ,vere upwards of eig!J,ty churches, composed 
of known, pious; and faithful professors." 

That the pilgrims, ·wl10 thus laid the foundation of this part 
of our populous republick, ,vere eminent christians, valiant for 
the truth, · and full of piety and good works, · though by 110 

111eans exempt fi'Om the errours and imperfections of our 
fallen nature, there is abundant evidence. "Having adopted 
the Assembly's Catechism and Confession, as the substance 
of their creed,* they steadily aimed at the_ utmost purity 
of doctrine and discipline, in order .to maintain and promote 
the power of godliness."-lt has been observed, that "there 
was never· perhaps before seen, such a body of pious people,· 
on the face of the earth. For those ·who came over .first, 
came hither for the sake of religion, and for that pure religion, 
·which ",-as entirely hated by the loose and profane of the 
,vorld. Both their civil and ecclesiastical leaders, ,vcre ex-· 
emplary patterns of piety. They encouraged only the vh-tu
ous and good to co1ne ,vith and follow them, and V."ere so strict 
on the vicious, both in the church and state, that the 'incorri
gible could not endure to live in the country and returned." 
Jt ,vas a memorable saying of a distinguished minister, in tl1e 
British Parlian1ent, respecting New-England at this period
"! have lived: in a country seven years, and in all that time 
I never heard· one profane oath; and in all that time I ne,"e:r 
did see a man drunk in that land." . 

• "When there was a Svnod assembled at Cambridge1 Sept. SO, 16ti.S, even that 
Synod which. framed, ~·eed to, and published the Platfu~ of Church Discipline, 
there was a most unanimous vote passed in these words:-This Synod having pe
rused and ooniidered with mueh gladness of heart and thankfulness to God, the 
Confessio11. of Fai-th, published by the late Reverend AssemMy in England, do 
judg~ it to be very holy, orthodox, and judicious, in all matters of faith, and do 
ther-efore freely acd fully consent the? ~u?'!to fo~ the substance thereof. And we 
~o therefore think it meet· that this Confession of Faith, should he commended 
t,.J the churches among us, as worthy of their due consideration and a~eptance.'> 

[.iliather's Magnalta, B. v, P. i., Sec. Y.J 
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The way is no,v prepared for the conuncnce1nent of outt 
own history. 

On the nventy-ninthofJune, 1629,~o hundred persons, ·with 
the Rev. Messrs. Skelton, Higginson, and Bright, arrived at 
~ aumkeag, now Salem; one half of ·w horn removed the same 
yearto_CharJest-Own-1\Iessrs. Skelton and Higginson remain--: 
ing "'ith the rest at Salem., ,v here they farmed, and were or
dained over, the most ancient church in the most ancient to"·n 
of l\'.lassachusetts, as djstinct froJD, Plymouth. At this time, the 
"~hole colony of~ew-England consisted of only three hundred 
souls. The first to'\\'11 ,vas. incorporated the same year, 
twenty years before the incorporation of Marb!ehead, ".-hose 
inhabitants, in the interim, belonged to Salem. It is not im
proba)}le that the first settlers here, - constituted part of the 
~hove mentioned ·church, when it was formed; with that 
church, however, it is certain that those of this place, who 
were commµnicants, continued to be connected, till the thir
teenth of August, l684, the date of our establishment as a 
~istinct organized church; though pre·viously, for not less 
than thirty-six years, there had been prea~hing l1ere, by a 
~Ir. ":--alton, and by Mr. Cheever, ""-ho at length became th~ 
:µ.rst pastor. _ 

from the earliest records of this to'Wll,-which for a great 
number of ye~:rs h~ve Qeen mislaid, but are just come to 
light,-it appears, that as ear.ly as 1648, "'-hen '-the planta
tion," as it w~s calle~, contained forty-four families,* there 
"'-as Ilre9:-ching a~ng them by M~. W~to~; as is evident 
from the follo'\\-ing curious extract-,,October s, 1648. At a 

• "James Smith.andRow~and,. S;nn~el Doliber, Edmund ru~lson and Francis, 
John Gat:chell, ,Yilliam Barber, David Thomas, John Legg, Peter Pitford, Eras
mos James, Thomas Bowinge, John Stacie, George Chine, John Northy, Nicolas 
Meri-et, Thomas Pitmaµ, Timothy Allen, Thomas $ams, Arthur Sanden, Isaac 
~llerton, Moses M~veric~ ~Ir. '\Valton, John Lion, Henry _Stacie, William 
Chichester, and S~muel Corwithen, David Corwithen, Thomas Gray, Richard 
Norman, John Peaehy, .Richard Curtice, John Hart,_ '\\,..tlliam Charles, John De
veroe, Abraham Whitcare, John Peach senr. ~obn Barton, Joseph Doliber, Rob-: 
~rt Knjght, .lohn Bennet, Francis Johnson Vlaisingham, John Nnrmau, '\Yillial1!!', 
l,,u~kis; Christopher Latimore, John Goyt." 
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towil 1neeting it was agreed 011, -that _there might be an equal 
way of n1aintaining the ordinance hy l\Ir. ,v alton, that there 
should be a rate made, ,vherebv everv inhabitant should be .. .. 
1·ated, according to equity; -as also strange1~~ as have benefit 
by the plantation, by fishing, ~ncl make -use of ·wood and tim-
ber, and enjoy the benefit -of the ordinance, should be- rated 
according to the discretion of the 1·afers; also, to add to every 
:qi.an's rate, -eighteen pence for .l\ilr. ,Yalton's ·wood:-and. it 
is agreed that ~Ir. W~alton should have for this year the 
sun1 of forty pounds." Of llr. Vf alton little is-kno,vn; but 1t 
is exceedingly gratifying to find, how early, and how liberal
ly, the first settlers made provision for the dispensation of the 
gospel among them, ,vhen they. \Vere fe"r and sn1all. For it 
further appears from the same records, that so late as 1660, 
tllere had been but .fifteen or sixteen, hoi1ses built.,*- and tb-~t so 
late as i674, the number of persons called householders,- dkl 
not ex~eed an hund1·ed and fourteen, ,vhose names are all re .. 
gistered.t ~Ir. ,valton continued to officiate as a pnblick 
teacher, though "'ithout ordination, about twenty years, till 
lie was remov·ed by death, in August or Septe-n1her 1668,t 
but a few ·weeks before the cc.mmcnce1nent of. ~Ir. Cheever's 
labours. 

• "-\.11 those 15 or 16 houses, which "Were built in 1\!2rbleheacl before the year 
1660, shall be allowed one cl)w's common and _a halt:" 

t Names not contained in the preceding list: John '\Valdern, '\"\:'"illiam ,voocJs, 
Thomas Rose, ,vmiam Nick, ,John Codnar, Elias Henly, Roger and Lot Conant~ 
1\-fr. Samuel CheeYer, Thomas Smith, James Dennis, "\Villi:un Bartoli, l\i~k 
Pitman, Mr. Samuel ,vard, .Mr. Ambrose Gale,_ .Mr. Richard Knott, Samuel 
Cundy, lfatthew Clarke, Thomas Cawly, William ,vaters, John Roads, Henry 
Tre\.·ett, ,vmiam Beal, Steph~n Griggs, Thomas Dixie, Benjaruio Pm·miter, 
Edward Read, S~uel Morgan, Mr. William Erown, Capt. Corwinge, l\fr. 
Thaddeus Reddan, ~1.r. ,villiam Bartholomew, l\ir. ,Villiam Pitt, Rickard Reed, 
John Brimblecom,. Richard. Hanniford, Henry Russell, Thomas Treuy, Dinso11 
Stilson, Richard Reith, Samuel Reed, Thoma~ Tainor, Edward Homan, Thomas 
Ellis, Edward Damon, Nicolas Fox, Thomas Pousland, Thomas ,vhite, Thomas 
Dael, Robert Houper, John Houper, Jobn Pedrick, Eli~ Fortune, John l\fartin, 
Francis GoeUar, John Tribby, ~eorge Peach, Andrew Tucker, Robert Bartlett., 
Richard Crocker, George Bondfield, ~Ir. ,villiam Pow, John Harris, George 
Godfrey, John Hoyle, Alexander Gilligan, John ,vmiarris, "-illiam Poat., 
George Darling, James Watts, '\Villiam Lightfoot, Philip Harding, "\Vidow Boat~ 
son, Robert Johnson, S:s::nuel w·a.lton, John l\larriott. 

-; "1668. 5() December, The inhabitan~ being warned to a to~n meeting, by 
the worshipful ~Iaj. ,vmiam Hathorne and the Rev. l\fr. John Higginson, who 
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Let n1e now invite yo•r particular attention, to the inter
esting circumstances attending the establishment of this 
dnirch, and the sole1nn consecration of its first pastor, as 
we find tbe1n 1ninutel v detailed in our ow-i1 records • ., 

"l\'lay 24, 1684. The brethren at I\Iarblehea~, finding a 
great h1convcnicncy in going to Salc111," ,vitb the unanin1ous 
concurrence of the congregation, "applied themselves to ~i.1·. 
Samuel Cheever, w·ho had been their minister an1ong thr-m 
for fifteen years and a half 11ast, that he would take the office 
of a pastor, and iliemsclYes might be congregated into a par
ticular society, for ~he cnj oyn1ent of all the ordiuances in this 
}llace, orde:dy, as in other towns and places in the country/' 
On the ninth of July following, ~Ir. Cheever "expressed his 
,villingness to serve his generation by the ,vill of God, and to 
giYe u1) himself to that particular serYice, so long as peacea
bly and with a good conscience, according to his best kno,v-
ledge of the mind of God i:n his ,vord, he could discharge 
such an office an1ong then1." A fast having been first solcm
llized, "calliug in the help ~nd advice of the neighboui·ing 
cl1urches, by their elde1·s and messengers, Yiz. Salcn14 Ip:
swich, I"ynn, and IleYerly, the church was cougregatctl on 
the thirtee11th of A.ugust; the f.jly-jo1£r persons, ,,.-Jwse 
nan1es are subjoined, uniting together in this follow:ng CJn-

.f,ssion, and Co-cenant, an<l San1uel Cheever ordained their 
_pastor; 1'1r. Higginson, of Salc111, giving hin1 his charge, and 
1'lr. Hubbard of Ipswich the right hand of fellowship, an<l 
both the1n, ,vitb 1Ir. llalc of Beverly, laying on of _ha.nus; 

were desired by the hononred court at Salem t<:' hear and advise with :Mrs. "\V,\!
ton and the inhabitants, concerning what he was to haYc for the year '67, and the 
year '68, so long as he lh·ed-the general vote passed. that for the year '67, it 
stood as formerly voted at fifty t>onnds, and for the year '6S, as long as he lived, 
about eight months, l\lrs. \Vallon was to have thfrty-fi ve pounds." 

Further extracts. "1658, It is agreed, by a general consent of the inl1!l.biumts, 
that the passage between .Marblehead and Salem, shall b::- t,\·o pence for the i11-
h.abitants of Marblehead, and whosoever keeps the fer1-y, shall pro,,ide a suffi
~ient ferry-boat." 

"1664-," five men were chosen, "t() meet tbe men of Salem, to la!, out the Mg'. 
i<oads b~tween Salem and ~Iarbkhea,1." 

:Z 
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the ·whole work countenanced with the presence of the 
Deputy Governour, with five of the assistants, and twenty 
elders, with other ministers, and young scholars, and many 
others." 

CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

''l. We believe in one G-od, the eternal Jehovah, infinite in 
wisdom, po,ver, holiness, goodness, and truth, the Foreor
dainer, Creator, and Governor of all things, distinguished into 
three persons, the Father., Son, and Holy GhostJ having all 
~f them the same godhead, pow·er, and eternity. 

"2. The Lord made man at first in n1s o,vn image, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness; fro,_m ,vhich estate 
man falling, by transgressing the law of his creation, all ~is 
posterity are corrupted in their whole nature, averse to all 
good, and strongly inclined to all evil, from ,vhence do proceed 
a11 actual transgressions, which bindmenoverto death, tempo
ral, spiritual, and eter11al~ 

"S. God, out of his mere mercy, hath ordm.ned his Son, 
·the Lord Jesus, to be the Redeemer of man, by the execution 
of his Prophetical, Priestly, and Kingly offices; who, being 
tru]y G~d, took n1an's nature on hin1, yet without sin, being 
-conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered in that nature the death of the cross, to ran"!' 
som the elect, "?as buried, and rose from the dead "ith th6 
same body, with wltich also he ascended into l1eaven., ·where~ 
sitting at the right hand of God, he ni-akes intercession for 
then1 that belieYe on bin1, and from thence shall retw-n to 
Judge the world at the last day. : 

"4. In the new covenant, n1ade hy God ,vith his people, 
tl1e IIoly Spirit of God ,vorks faith and repentance, and dwells 
with and in~ such, ,vho are truly drawn to Christ; ·who,. 
b~ing united to him, are in this. life pardoned,. and accounted 
righteous, adopted, in their ,vhole man sanctified, shall per"'." 
.se-ve1·e to the end, an« at last in heaven shall b.e eternal~ 
r;Iortfied~ 
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,is .. God hatli given unto man the scriptures of the Old and 
:N e,v Testament, to be the only perfect, sufficient, and perpe
tual rule. Qf his faith and life; not abolishing hut establishing 
the la"r, as a r1;1le of righteousness for christians to ,valk by, 
promising to accept of sincere obedience to the la~- an_d gos
pel~ through Christ, when such as live and die unbelieving, 
impenitent, and <:Iisobedient., shall ~uffer the vcngeanc'e of 
eternal fire. 

"'6. All true belieY·ers n1ake up that one body, the church," 
of which Christ is Head; "~bo, for the gathering in and per
fectin~ of the saints, bath appointed the \Yord, prayer, bap
tiim, and the Lord's supper, the 1ni11istry, officers, and disci...; 
pline in particular churches; and therefore it is the duty gf 
e~ery christian_to attend carefully thereunto." 

CHURCH COVENANT. 

"We <lo, in the 11resence of the eternal God, unde1~ the 
~ense o_f our great UU"Worthiness personally to transact with 
so glorious a ~Iajesty, acknowledging our. inability to keep 
covenant ·with God, _unless the Lord Jesus enable ~s there .. 
to by his Spirit, · ,vith humble deperidance on him for his 
gracious assistance, make and. rene'Y our. cor~nant, witlt_ 
(-rod an'\l ·with one another, as follo"'s: 

"l. """c give up ourselves, this d-ay, to that God, whose 
11~11ne alone is Jehoval1, Father, Son, and Spirit, the only 
irue and Ii ving God; ~nd to our blessed Lo1~d Jesus, as our 
only Redeemer and Saviour, Prophet, Priest, and ]Ung over 
our souls, and only Mediator of the covenant of grace; en
gaging our hearts to this God in Chris½· by the help of bis 
grace, to cleave unto him . as our God and chi~f good, ai1d· 
u_nto Jesll:s Chri~t, as -0ur.llediator by faith, in a way of.gos
pel obedience, as be~omes .his covenant people forever; engag
ing by the help ')f Christ, to keep ourselves pure, especially 
ft-om the sins of the times, and to observe the Lord's com-
1nands, in the exercise not only of publick worship, hut 0£ 



1)l·i,-ate in our fan1ilies., by prayer, and reading the scrip.
tures, and in secret also, as God in his ,vord doth require. 

,,2. We give up also our offspring unto God in Christ, 
avouching llim to be our God and the God of our children, 
and ourselves \\-ith our children to be his people, humbly 
adoring his grace, that ,ve and our children may be looked 
on as the Lord's; promising, by his help, as far as there sl1all 
be need, to be instructing, catechising, setting good patterns 
before.them, and to be 1nuch in prayer for their conversion 
and salvation. ·_ 

"S. We do also give up ourselves one to another iq the 
Lord, according to the "1ill of God, to walk together as a 
particular church of Christ, in all the "~ays .,..of his ,vorship and 
service,. according to the rules of the ,vord of God; pro1nising, 
in brotherly love, to ,vatch over one another's souls, and to 
submit ourselves to the discipline and .government of Christ 
in.this bis church.,_ aiul 10 the _ministerial teaching, guidance, 
and o,rersiglit of the elder 01~ elders thereof, and duly to at
tencl the seals and censures, and whatever ordinances Christ 
h~th commanded to be observed by his people, according to 
the order of the gospel, in such degrees o( comrnnnion unto 
,,-hich "-~ have attained., as far as tbe Lord· bath or shall re
veal unto us; desiring also to walk "'ith all regular· and due 
communion "ith other churches; for the observing of ,vhich, 
and ~II other duties, we desire to depend ,vholly on the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus to enable us thereto; and wherein ,ve
shall fail, \ve shall liutubiy ,vait upon his grace in Christ for 
pardon, acceptance, and heatings, for his na1ne's sake.
A.men."* 

*"Samuel Cheever and his wife Ruth, ~roses :i\-taverick and his wife Eu.nice, 
.Ambrose Gale, Richard Reith, "\Villia.m Barton and his wife l\fary, George Bcmd
field, ,viliiam Beal, Benjamin Parmiter., Edward Read, Francis Girdler, John 
Merritt and his wife l\fary, Samuel Sandin and his wife Charity, Benjami• 
Gale and his wife Deliverance, John Stacy and his wife Agnes, John Seaward, 
Sarah "\Varel, Jane Pitman, Elizabeth Conant, l\fary Dixey, .Mary :Merritt, 
Elizabeth Legg, l\Iiriam Pedrick, Elizabeth ,vatts, Anna Symmes, Abigail 
Clarke, Sarah Henly, Sarah Buckly, Margaret Ell~, Joanna Hawley, Dor~as 
Pedrhik, Sarah Dodd, lfary Fortune, Elizabeth Rus~el, l\Iary Ferguson, Miriam 



Such, my hearers, are the sacred 1ninci1?les; and holy vowsJ 
thus adn1irably and affectingly e:xp1·esse<l, on which this· 
church of our blessed Redeemer ,vas originally founded; and 
:Jllay it not be truly said, that it \Yas "built on the foundatio1i 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Clu·ist hims~lf being tLe 
clrief corner stone." ,ve have here a Confession and Cove
nant, worthy to be \'1-rittcn in golden letters, worthy io be in
delibly impressed on every memory, and on ,every he~-t. 
Andlet it neYer he forgotten, that these preciousn1011uments of 
the faith and piety of our fathers, not having been removed 
or varied, are the basis, on "·hi~h "'e professedly 1·est to 
this day. 

· }.._ society, established by such 111en, on such principles, and 
·with such a spirit, could scarcely fail to experience tl:g 
sn1iles of the Almighty. It of course enjoyed a great ·de
gree ofprosperity. The vine, ~hich Gcd's own right band 
had thus manifestly planted, being ,vatered "rith continual 
dews of heavenly grace, becan1e fair, fruitfuJ, and fl.ouri~hing. 

As soon us the church was or~·anizcd, --at a meeting for the 
adoption of rules respecting the clue ad1ninistration of the 
ordinances, an1ong other things it was agreed-"That the 
pastor hath liberty to proceed, according to the seven propo
sitions of the Synod in I 662, in ihcir discourse - concerning 
the subjects of baptis111:''* and t\vo years after, "On the n10-

Hunniford, .Abigail Merret, :Mary Rell~, .Abigail Hinds, Charity Pitman, Eliza
beth Glass, )fary Clattery, Jane Blackler, }'tebeeca Carde1·, Grace Coos, :i\Jary 
Doliber, Alice Darby, Elizabeth Gatchell." 

Mr. \f oses .)-laverick appears .to have been the moit <list:nguish'3d character in 
the pla~, from its settlement to this date, and to bave died tl1e next year. He was 
usually first on the list of the "townsmen,'' as they were then cailed, discharged tl:.e 
duties of Townclerk, and solemnized all the marriages till .Jnly 16S5, when "the 
President and Council having authorized the several ministers of the se't"eral 
towns," that duty began t'J be performed by ~Ir. Cheever. 

•"Proposition I. They that, according to scl'iptare, are members of the ,isibie 
ohureb, are the subjects cf baptism. 

"Prop. II. The members of the visible church, according to scripture, are 
confederate nsil>le believers, in particular churches, and their infant seed, that is, 
i:hildren in minority," hose next pare:~ts, one or both, are in covenant. 

"'Prliilp. V. Chur'-h m~·mbcrs, who were admitt<."'<l it! mi.?1ority, understanding th-: 
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tion and desire of some adult unbaptized persons, that the 
01·<linance of baptism might be administered to thern, though 
they dare not adventure to the Lord's table,-after agitation 

· of the matter; the whole church came to the result, that such 
persons, submitting themselves to the examination of the el
der, and he fin~ng them qualified; as those in the Synod's 
fifth proposition, ,vhose children have been hitherto baptized, 
an{~ after standing propounded, no just exception in th~ir life, 
such might be baptized themselves, and have the -seal also ap~ 
plied to their children, upon monition to such parents, to keep 
up family worship and instruction in their houses; the childre·n 
·of projane, ignorant, and scandalous parents, being hereby ad
'lnitted to no .such pri-oilege, tiU those- bars __ were regularly ,re-
1no,.·ed." 

";-e n1ay learn, from these extracts, tl1e origin of ,vhat is 
called owning the covenant in this society; ,,-Iricb, agreea~ly 
to tl1e sanction of Synod, was generally practised by the 
churches, in the best days of New England. In our tin1c,' 
though there _is some diversity of opinion among christians~ in 
regard to the use, it is impossible there should be any respect
ing the abuse, of this practice. In "the profane, ignora.nt!t 
and scandalous," every !--eflecting person 1nust he agreed., 
that it is a shocking profanation. 

In great harmony and mutual affection, the society enjoyed 
the faithful labours of ~Ir. Cheever, till the t,venty-nint~i- of 
!\lay, 1724; when be was removed by death, at the advanced 
age of eighty-:fi,::e, after he had been devoted to his people .fiJ·ty-
.fi.:e years; durin~ the last eight of ,vhich, howe''" ~, he ,·vas 
relieved by the assistance of a colleague. 

Of this venerable man I have collecte,1 ..i1e discourse 
at his funeral by ~Ir. :Barnard, entitlf ____ --... ~, ... 1Jah's 1nantle,'~ 

-~octrine of faith, and pubHckly professing their assent thereto, not sean<lalous in 
life, and solemnly owning the CO\"enant before the church, wherein they gh~e up 
themseh·es and their children to the Lord, and subject themsel"\"'es to the go,ern~ 
ment of Christ in the church, their children are to ~e baptiiled.,, · 
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and from other authentick documents, a fe,v lla1·ticulars., which 
are worthy of remembrance. 

He was the son of Mr. Ezekiel Cheever, a celebrated 
schoolmaster,* and was born at New·-Haven, on the twenty
second of September, 16S9. He came to this place hi 1668, 
and ,vas soon the common father of the whole · to,Yn, by 
means of the many temporal advantages they received fron1 
him. He ,vent about doing good, sening the people in aH 
their interests. He did not however forget, that preaching 
js p~uliarly the minister's work; and for this he " 7as re
markably :fitted, as he had a thorough kno";]edge of the 
scriptures, ,v11ich rendered hin1 a most exceJient textuary, 
and enabled hin1 to carry in his head a con1plete body of di-
1inity. In his publick discourses, he preser,;.ed the 1mrity 
-and simplicity of the gospel, and inculcated ·the unadulterated 
truth, as it is in Jesus. His great ain1, was to shew· l1is hear
ers their guilt and danger, and to point then1 to the only re
medy, that they might be persuaded to flee from the ·wrath to 
come, and lay hold of the hope set before them in the gospel. 
-As his object was to "~in souls to Clu·ist, he took no pains to 
}>lease the fancy, but delivered the mind of the Spirit with 
great plainness and cogency, not shunning to declare all the 
counsel of God. He was f erveut and zealous, constant and 
assidious, in proclailning the everlasting gospel to bi~ beloved 
people. It is said, that for forty-eight years, be ,vas never 
hindered from perf orn1ing the duties of his office, a single 
sabbath. 

When the infirmities of age at length compelled hiiu to 
take leave of his stated ministerial exercises, in October 

· • This extraordinary man, who was the author of a famous Latfo Accidence J 

and several reli~;-();__.:. publications, was born in London, January 25, 1615, came to 
this count·:· i·~ }\:ne 16S7, was a grammar master at New-Haven 12, at Ipswich 
l 1, at Charlestown D, and at Boston S9 years, where he died in his 94th ,·ear. 
Dr. C. ~lather, one of his pupils, observes-"He was as venerable a sight a~ the 
·world, ~ince the days of primitive christianity, has ever looked upon." 

His second son, Thomas., pastor cf the church at Rumney .Marsh, uow Chelse~,. 
~tee! to ~e 93~ 
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1719, lie did it in a solen1nly impressive discourse, fro1n these 
·words-"l n1ust \\·ork the " .. orks .of hin1 ihat sent 1ne, ,vhile it 
is day; tlre night cometh, ,vhen 110 111an can work." Yet ,ye 
find, that a year afterwards, on a special occasion, he delh-..:. 
ered a short but earnest exhortation, tu be '-zealous of good 
·works." He ,\'.""as a 1nan of a truly catholick spirit, of cxten
siY·c, uniYersal J>hilanthropy; distinguished also as a peace
n1aker, never exciting or encouraging parties, excepting such 
as ,verc engaged in the cause of God and religion. His con
versation ,vas both grave and pleasant. The ·whole tcnour of 
his life evinced an entire sub1nission to the disposing l>roYi
dencc of God, and acquiescence in it. His de1>ortnicnt ,vas 
uniform, bla1neless, and exe1nplary $ 

We are told, that he never had a 1noment's indisposition i:n 
his life; yet he suffered in consequence of the decay of na
ture, and ,vould often say to his colleague-" A.ge is too l1eavy 
for 1ne, but I must bear it. I cannot die "~hen I ,votdd. I 
must ,vait patiently God's tin1e. My tin1es are in his hands. 
I rejoice that he has provided for his people before I go. He 
has satisfied me ,vith long life." His senses finally forsook 
him, and the lamp of lif c fairly burnt eut; for he experienced 
neither pain nor sickness to the last, nor shc,ved the least 
sympto1n of either, even in his expiring 1no1nents. Thug, 
having been possessed of a comfortable hope, ,vithout any 
violent emotions of joy, he took his departure, and enteretl 
into eternal rest.* 

• The L~tin inscription over his grave, appears not to have been written with 
perfect accuracy, and in one passage is very cnigtnatical. The principal part ofit 
may be thus rendered:- _ 

"\Vith this sod are covered the remains of Mr. Samuel Cheever, the Reverend 
J>:istor of the first Church of our Lord Jesus Christ in ~1arbleaead. At the tmie 
of bis decease, though he had entered his 85th year, he possessed ~Imost the vig
our of youth, and scarcely appeared to have grow.n old. He dil3charged the pa!!
toral duties toward the flock of the Gr~at Shepherd, with the greatest integrity J 

~iligence, and watchfulness, in love, hene,olence, :ind affection, for 50 years; until 
spent with his labours, he pas confin~d about four years to his dwelling, still zea
lously devoting himself to his studies and to prayer, while his people deeply l:\
mentcd his loss, though it was so remarkably supplied. At length, his ,,,.ork being 
completed, he ·was summoned to receive his reward, on the 29th of May, 1724, 
and, with perfect resignation, without p:ii.n, with no <l'isease but mere ag~, he d~-. 
parted, an<l sweetly slept in Jesus." 
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During the ministry of ~Ir. Ch~e,~er, after ordination till 
tl~ settlement of big Colleague-a-period of about thirty-two 
yea.rs:-Jorty-one males and· a11, hundred am!, sixty females were 
added· to· the church; tliree ltundred and fotty:fi:ve recognized 
the covenant; and one: tlunisand :fi:ve hundred and· fifty-seven 
were·ba:ptized. 

. His successour, preaehcd fo·r tfle first time to this peopl~
J~ly eleventh, 1714. ·The church and- to,vn had concur1-ed 
in -a-determination, to hear three candidates on-trial,. one· ~f 
w bom ,vas to be elected assistant pastor. The -candidates 
were Mr. J@hn Barnard, llr. Ed71.?ard Holyoke, -"~ho beca~e 
President of Harvard College in 17 57; and- Mr. Ji.ni-os 
Chee'Ver; s~n of the ag~d mi~ister, after"·ards _ ~ettl~d -~ 1\.ia~~ 
chester. ,vhen the church p1·oceeded to a choice in Decem
ber, and the tcn,,i-so~n· afte1~, there was· -a ·maj~ritj- ~f ~otes 
in. ~oth bodies for-1\Ir. -Ba~·narcl; who accordingly :receivetl-.a 
r~gular call~ "'~hich.he finally accepted, but was not ordained 
ti~ the eighteenth-of J~y, li16. In the int~rval~ a numb~~ 
~f the minority ~ithdrew, erected Yf hat is still called the 
Ne,v ·1\1:eetmg, and· settled the Rev. ~~r. Hoijroke; ~n the 
morning of whose ordination, which was three months before 
that of. Mr. Barnard, ·tour 1nale 1nember~ ·of this church,* 

. . . . . ' .. 

and hventy-four fe1nales, ,vere dismissed to the new Society. 
' . .. . .. . . . . . . -

It is also understood, that aboµt this time, in the year 1714, 
the episcopal. church "-as institut~d; hut i find no mention.of 

- . 

it in our records. 

"7ben l\ir. Barnard was inducted to office, by a council 
consisting of Dr~ Cotton l\Iather, Dr. Colman, and other 
worthies of t~at day, this church, notwiths~anding the estab
lishment of the two other societies, \Yas in a fi~urishirig state, 
containing twenty-se-ce-n men and ninety "-omen. 

He, if may" "~en be said, "~s a bu ruing and shining light, iri · 
this goldert candlestick; and, like his predecessor; wa.q blessed· 
"ith a _ ~ong, happy-, and · useful ministry. He laboured in· 

,.Samuel Stacey, Il~hard T~evett, Richard Skinner, :ndJohn Allen, 

3 
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this part of the vineyard jif ty-:ftve years, and "·as greatly 
loved and revered. He ,vas extensively known and honoured, 
for his learning and talents, his zeal for the faith once deliver
ed to the saints, and the excellence of his christian walk and 
conversatio~. He departed this life, on the twenty-fourth of 
January, 1770, in his eighty-ninth year, after }.Ir. ,vhitwell 
liad been settled with him eight years. His, doubtless, was 
the blessing of many·who were ready to pe~sh; and numerotµ;. 
souls, we liavereason to think, will be the crown of his eter"'! 
nal reJoicing. 

Buf a lll0re circumstantial account of the life and character 
of one, 'Yhose memory is so precious, is probably expected; 
f oP most of the materials of ,vhich, I am indebted to the ser
mon delivered after his decease by Mr. Whitwell. 

·n~ was born in Boston, on tlie sixth ·or November, 1681, 
was_ devoted to the ministry from his birth, and, while at the 
university, is supposed to have experienced the reality and 
power of reli~ion. Though he excelled in various branches . 
of human learning, and ,vas skilled in many of the arts, di
~inity was his favourite study. Having made a business of 
perusing authors of different sentiments, comparing them 
""·ith the divine oracles, and forming his judgment by the1 

standard of religiou~ truth, he ,vas led to embrace what is 
denominated the Calvinistick scheme, though he was careful 
to "Call no man master on earth.'' 

In the year 1707, he was appointed by Governor Dudley, 
one of t~e Chaplains of the army sent against Port-Royal, 
the duties of which appointment he performed; and in 1709, 
he embarked, in the same capacity, with Captain, after,vards' 
Lieutenant Governor Wentworth, for Barbadoes and Lon
don. While in England, he became intimately acquainted . 
with Doctor Oldfield, Mr. Fleming, Doctor Calamy, and 
other celebrated divines of the age, and received several ad
vantageous · proposals for settlement, but preferred ltis own 
ceuntry. · 
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On his return, and after he had preached some time in this 
J)lace, having been invited to settle with the old· ·N ortlI 
Chu_rch and _Society in his native to,vn, _ he rep_li~d, that he 
f cit himself under such obligations to the inhabitants of ~lar
blehead, in consequ_ence of their friendly treatment of him,_ 
that no prospect of worldly advantage should prevail with 
him to leave thcm.*-His first se111mon was delivered here, as 
,ve have seen, in July, 1714, and his last on the eighth o~ 
J~nuary, 1768, about a year before his death,-a remarkable 
discourse, still remembered and often mentioned b-y rn:aff~ ~ 

. ~ . 
on those words-"Let brotherly love continue." 

. .Frotn a mauuscri1lt of his, which has been in my possession, 
and ·which he entitled '•The Preacher," · containing the texts 
an_d dates of all ·bis. sermons, ,vith otlier interesting notes, it 
appears that he preached about se-ven thousand times. This 
:V-aluaLle volume, and the o:r~ginal copy of his version of the 
Psalms-used for a long tii~1c in this socicty~acco1npan1ed 
, .. rith recommendations from Doctor C. ~lather, :nr . . llyles, 
Dr. Cosper, and others, have been deposited in the archives 
of the }Iassach.useits Historical Society. 

He ,vas a man of extraordinary dignity, ,vhosc presence 
:restrained every im11rudent folly of youtl1, and when the aged 
saw bim they paid bin1 reverence. ,,nuring the latter part 
_cf his life, ,vhen he retained a vigour of mind and zeal un
·rommon at so advanced an age, he ,vas regarded as the father 
of the churches. Ilis form ,vas reinarkablv erect, and be . ' ., ., 

_neYcr bent under the infirmities of cight_y..,cight y~ars. Ili~ 
countenance ,vas grand, and his n1ei11 majestick.'' "He gaYe 
a ·spring to that commercial enterprize, ,vhich changed ~far
_l.lel1eacl-from a fisl~~ng plaee to the- second rank of- any_ t~wn 
in .l\Iassachusetts."-His character as a christian was: irrc
proacl~able, and an ornament to his sacred profession. V: ery 
cxtc;.1.-,ive "·ere his charities and_ liberality;· -for "'~hich, as he 
,\·as blessed "·ith afi1uence, and had no children, he possessed 
1,o~h thc_n1cans an~ the clisposition. By his last v~iH and 

--=- Whether tl1is statement, which ~grees with that of his colleague, or a \""ery 
nifferent acoount of the matter, in Elliot's and Allen's Biographical Dictionarie~,. 
he entitled to most confidence, others mn~t judge for tbemselves. 



testament,. he .bequeathed. a slib.eral donation,- in h0t~k~ and 
money, to the Colleg~ ~t whjcJt he was educated.~ -

As .a ~ninister of. ~eSl;IS Christ, -4e appears to hav.e been . . . . . 

"tl1oroughly f ui;9ished unto all goo~ works/' It se~ed to 
be the height of his ambition, that be n1~ght be enaµled to 
promote the good of S9uls"! The pulpit ,vas his e}emept; an~ 
l1e ,vas often beard to say, that he ~hoold b.e_ ~ilUng to di_e 
thei~, in the se.ryice of God,- and of tho=5~_ for "(ho~ Christ 
died. The al>Ostacr and ruin of ma.n, his re~ov~r1- ~y t~ f}i ... 
,ine Sa,iour" and the necessity of faith, re:i1e.J!~a~e,. ~d ~oly 
obedience, in order to_ the possession and enjoyment of heav
enly felic~ty., we1~ 1ris pi-incip:µ topipks;-in explaining 
whkh, he ente1~ into the .distinguishing doctrin~s of the go~ 
pel, and ~ost earnestly· besought his. lrearei;s. not·to ·receiv& 
the grace of God in Yai~ In one of b~ prjnted discourses,. 
when he was upwards of- eighty years old, he addresses theID: 
in_thesea~ecting ,vord~'l s.olem~y protes.t unto you,.thatif 
tJ1~ should-~ anr of rou, which God forhid-\Yho, after all 

• ".Item, I will and confirm ~ gifi of:the. liook8, I have already sent to Harvard: 
College in Cambridge; and now, in than~ulness to God fortbe great mercy~ my 
liberal education there, a_nd sin~erely desirous of the fionrisbing of ·tba.t society in 
religion and ~od literature, I will ar:d give unto t~e _said_ College_, after my wife's . 
dcceas~, the &um of two hundred_pounds~ law(ul money, to be paid by my Execu
tors into the hands of the Treasurer of tb_e saiQ College for the time being, to be. 
improved for the benefit of the said Coll~ge at the. discretion of the Presid'!nt and: 
Fellows of the said; Society, for the time being;~an~ ~y desire is, that if the 
~hove named John_ Barnard Swett, 'Yi)~ is_ now a student o( said Coll~ge, should,_ 
after being graduated there, be inclined to apply himse'tf to_ hjs_ &tudies and reside 
at the Colk>ge, and the said two hundred pounds should he received by the Trea
-surer, he, ~ht; said John .Barna1·d S-wett, may have the benefit of tbe income 
thereof for thr~ ye~s; after which it sb~l b ~ improY~d ~ above without any in~ 
eumbrance." 
·· ' ' Item, having some years ago, gi..-en a Bil-;,er .flagon, for t]ae use of the commu
J"lion taql~, to th~ first Church of Christ in said Mar'blehead, of which, through di
vine p-c1ticn.~, · I h;lve been many years an unworthy pastor, whieh I hereby ratify 
and confi~·m, I do no~ further will and give unto. the said church fore~er, fOl" toe. 
spe~ial use of the ministry forever, my piece of marah or meado:w land,_ adjoining: 
to. 1~nd of Nathan ~"°~n Esqajre, which the Commoners ga-Ye me, situate in 
said ~tar~lehead." 

l\f ay l be exeuSed for adding, that e1lfercy Turner, of Boston, who is mentioned
in another article, a.s one of the ch~ldren of tQ.~ testitor's broth~r J a~s Bar'9a:n.\ 
-was my matern~ grandm<>th~r-_ 



the. ·pa:ins that" have been taken with you~-: to instruct ·and 
counsel and warn you, shall b~ found at.the last to have re.:. 
fused to believe the report· of: the · gospel, to receive J.csus 
Christ the Lord jnto· your hearts by faith, and-·.liv.e in obe. 
dience to_~i~, I_a·ni free from the ·b,Q.o~ of aU ,lflen; your_ ~l~d 
be. upon :yrnir otvn heads!'' 

A little befin--e his deatl1, he observ~d t11athe -had reason to 
believe he l1~d dedicated himself ·to God in truth ~vt1ile he ·was 
young, an~ liad served hi~ "it4 ·_sincerity in the ministry; 
but '' I have been guilty," said he,· ~,of·many breaches of my 
~·ows." Then, witli tears flow1ng from liis eye.s, and "ith a 
faltering vo.ice; he-added, ~~my ve~y sou~ bl~ed~. "r~e~ I re
m~mber my sins: but I ti-ust I ba:ve s~nc~r~ly :r~pented, an(J 
that I shall be accepted for Christ's sake. - His righteous
ness ~ my only dependence. - Assuranc·e of ·sah-atiori i~ · "·ftat 

have .not attained to; b:ut I have a strong l;lOpe· of -being 
liappy forever/' 

This le~ned and good man, "tho~gl1 dea<J., yet sp.eak.etl~, '~ 
particularly to the people he so ardently }9ved, ·in bis nume
rous publi~atiQns., many of which ar-e very v~qa~le; pa,rticu..:. 
larly, his -'Confirmation of the CJitj~t~~n R~Ugion;" ·1us Yol~ 
ume on · ,~The Imperfection of:• the Creature;." -that. calle<! 
~,J anua Ccelestis;" his ser~on on ''The Extent of the Di
vine Law/'· and anot~er on· "The true Divinity 'of Jesus 
Christ."* Beside these, he published nineteen separate dis~ 
courses on different subject~ 

,. From the eonelusion of this sermon, which was deliverecl g:t the ThurscL."! 
~eture in -Boston, when the aathor was ei-ghty y~ old,- the following quotatjon 
:will, I doubtnot,. be in~erestingto_ rn~ny. 

" Suffel" me, seeing it hath pleased a merciful_ God tf) spare me to a great ol~ 
sgc:, to spend son:ie of my latest breaths, in asserting and vindicating the ~onou;
Qf our eomm~m Saviour, by imprm·ing \his last opportunity I can ever e~pcct,. of 
,tanding in this place an'1 upon such an oecasion, io address myself, 1\·ith great hu
mility and all d~e respects, p~l"tieularly to Inf ypunger bretflren in tl,e ministry,. 
and to the candidates tberefor."~Dearly beloved in onr Lord Josus Christ, ''let 
it be your great care, firstly to get your own hearts firmly established iu the faith ~f 
this vital principle of the christian religion, and then to i~struct th~ souls that may 
be under your charge, and confirm them in the belief, that our l.ord Jesus Christ 



During the ministry :of :Mr •. Barnard, uinety1our males 
and ·three hundred and ten Jemalis were added to the church; 
-six kwndred and Jorty-one rocognized the C{)Yenant; · and three 
thousaitd four· hundred and .fifty-nine "rere baptized. 

I have been thus particular, respecting the _two first pastors, 
be.cause the information here embodied, being of ancient date, 
is by no means generally possessed, and ,vould soon -sink: in
to oblivion, were no pains taken to preserve it. Little con1-
paratively need be offered, concerning persou~, and cventc;;, 
posterior to the removal o~ ~Ir, Barnard; since \\'ith wh~t 1s 
more recent you ·are already acquainted. 

The reverend William Whitwell, rece!vcd ordination a~ 
Colleague, on the t,venty-fifth of Augu&"t, 1762; and continu-

is the true God.-Remember, n1y brethren, _you owe this in fidelity to ~our Lord, 
:md in love to the souls of his and your people. 

"You o-we it in fiddity to your Lord and master, bc,th your Lorrl snd ours. 
For if, threugh an affectation of being thought deeply studied in philosophy, yoa 
sl1ould insinuate in your conversation, or pcblickly teach your people, otherwise 
than this wholesome ~octrine_of sound words., that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and Sa,iour of the ~rorld, is the true God, would you not degrade him from his 
throne of glory, :_strip him of his pecu&.ir bonours~ and number him, who is higher 
than all the sngelick orders, in the rimk of beings, the m.ost exalted and re.fined of 
which is infinitely below the Deity~and thereby cast the highest contempt aml 
indignity Up<m him? \Vould not such a treatment of the incarnate Son off'~d, ex
pose you to the danger of being fou:nd· among those teachers, of wh0m. Peter 
says, they ''bring in damnable heresies, even denying- the Lord· that bougl-tt 
them:" or Jude's "ungodly men, befol"e of old ordained to condemnation, who 
turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God, an~ _our 
Lord Jesus -Christ?'' . ,vhere, by the way, l observe, that the artfolc, in the 
Greek, placed before the "only Lord God," without ~ny before "o!.lr Lord Jesus 
Christ," evidently sheweth (for the reason before mentioned) that it is one and 
the same subject that is spoken of '~the only Lo~d Gods'' _and "our Lord_ Jesus 

Christ." 
" And you owe it in lo·oe to the precious ~oul• of !tis and your people, who are 

put under your particular care. For if, by an unmanly sneer at the great doctrine 
t>f the t1·ue di\-inity of Christ, or by l:-;boured and sophistical periods, you should. 
tPacb them any thing herein, that is contrary to·the sound dot:trine of the glorioug 
gospel af the_ blessed God, will you not be guilty of leading them into gross er
roar; of teaching them to believe in and worship a ore:\ture instead of the only 
true God, and sq biindly conduct them into abominable idolatry? Will yott not 
hereiR direct them to b•tlld ~u their hopes of salvation on a sandy foundation, 
·which, in tl1c time of trial, will prove ruinous and oestructive to their immortal 
5-onls; and if the blood of souls should at last be found to lie at your doors, what 
the consequence of this will pro"re U.'lto· yonrsel,es, you :u-c able to j11d;e."'' 



ed, it is believed, in the conscientipus, humble., and faithfttl 
discharge of the important duties or his office, delivering the 
true gospel, and :watching for souls as one ,vho expected to 
give an account, deYoted to the best interests of ·~ people, 
and highly esteemed and belo, .. ed by them, till· the eighth of 
November, 1781; when it pleased the great Head of the 
Church to translate him to a better world, in the midst of his 
days and usefulness, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and 
twentiet~ of his 1ninistry. A tribute is paid to his worth, by 
Mr. Stone, in his sermon at the ordination of l\lr. Hubbard. 
"Our dearly beloved brother Whihvcll," he says, "though 
snatched a,vay in the prime of l~fe, acquired and maintained 
a most amiable character. Ile ,vas the gcntle1nari and the 
christian happily united.· He was a ,,·ell instructed scribe, 
eon~ise, pertinent, . e~lightening, and moving in his addresse5 
on all occasions/' ~Iuch ~ore dou_htless might be said of his 
· excellence, ~s a man and as a minister. His printed ser1noB 
to mariners, occasioned by the loss of a large number of ves
sels, in the year 1769, is truly affecting and impressive. 

During his ministry, twel-ve ~al_es and s~ty·-se"t•en female~ 
were added to the church; two h'l£ndred and sixty:ft1:e recog-
11ized; and one thousand and eight·y-two were baptized. 

His successour, the reverend Ebenezer Hubbard, of ,vhon1 
most of you bad some personal knowledge, was inducted to 
office on the fi1ast of -January, l78S; and, having remained in 
it less than eighteek years, ,vas suddenly removed, on th~ fif ... 
teenth of October, 1809, in the forty-third year of his age.
So that tbe t'1\-·o last mentioned ministers ,vere in office on)y 
thirty-sei:en years, a little more than two-tbirds as long as, 
either of their predecessors;--a solemn me·mento to those whe 
come after them. 

During· the ministry ~f ~Ir. Hubbard, twenty-one malet• 
and eighty-one fe1nales were added to the church; two /1,undrel 
an.d six reco~nized; :itnd one tho1Lsand and th.1rtu-one "·ere 
baptized. 



·At 1ny or"d1nation, Oetober:Se\tenth, 1801, t~e_ cburcli con-
sisted often menand eiglity.;.01te '\\r-0men. Sincethat.time,six
teen, males and- se-venty.ase-ven females have been added; one 
h11,ndred a:nd thirty-three -have· recognized; arid eigJ,J, hunared 
and forty--two have been baptized. . The church now _consists 
of .ftf leen males and one hundred and three fem ales; several of 
,vhom, ho,veve:r, are-not- at present residing among us.* 

It is a remarkable fact, that -eaeh ~f the two first. o~ained 
nJ.inisters of this society continued in its seryi.Ge, from the 
commencement of his la~0urs,. _ about jift,y:Ji-ve . years, . and 
that each of them l1ad the aid _of a colleague eight _·years; thus 
from the beginning of ~Jr. Cheeve~;s l?rea~hing-in 1668, ~o _ 
the dr.ath· of ~Ir. Barnard in 1770, is a period- of one hu,1ulred 

. . . . 

·and two years; an inst~nce seldom · equalie~,- it is .. presumed, 
in the ecclesiastical history o( this or indeed of any other 

. . . . 

country.~It is now one hundred and thirty-one y~~~ s":lce the. 
ch~rcb ,vas organized; in which time it has been destitute of 
a pastc;>r but a littl.e more than two years-. -_ The. four who. haYe 
preceded me, died in office, ~~dare buried among you: t .. D'ur
ing tbe-whol~ period, nine h:u,ndred and thirty-three persons-r
namely' one h-u-ndred and ninety~ni11,e -~-ales and seven liundred_. 
and thirty-four females have been members of the church; one. 
thousand five hundred and ninety have ·recog1iized; and }even. 
thousand nine l~ttndred and sei,enty-one have been baptized.-

There have been, in all that time, but sixteen deacons;f 
though formerly it was u~ual to· have three in office at once. 

* It will be observed, that it 'Wac; not within the design of t'his discourse to dwell 
gn recent events, particula~ly such as have occurred_ since the settlement of the 
preacher. Gratefal mention woul<l, otherwise, have been made, of the special 
reugi,ous attention, with which the society was graciously visited in 1810, at 
whicli period. thirty.four of its members became professors of christranity. 

t 1\1r. Cheever became a graduate ot Harvard College in 1659; Mr. Barnard 
-in 1709; Mr. \Vhitwell, a native of Boston, and graduate of New Jersey in 1758• 
was-admitted _ad eundem .at Harvard in 1762; Mr. Hubbard, a native ofConci>rd, 
{Mass.) became a graduate of HarYaro. in 1777. 

* Ambrose Gale, Richard Reith, John Staey, John )Territt, John Dixey, 
Richard S·kinner, John Vlhite, John Bayley, Benjamin Hen!lly, Joshua Orne, 
,"\'-dliam Gale, Stephen Phillips, Benjamin Stacey, ,Vimam "\Yilliams, John. Gt}o,l~ 
.::in, JV a than Bo-wen. 



The two last, who were elected together, l1ave officiated more 
than twency-cight years; ·-an~ it is devoutly hoped, that they -
m~y _ still ~e continued ·many years.. -

_It would· be gratifying, to have a complete-~bistory of this 
ancient lm#ding,- so venerable as the seat of worship to your
fathers, through so many generations.. I will give ,vhat 
infor~ation I have been able, after considerable _r~search, to· 
cQllect re~ecting it. In·the records of the town, we find it 
ordered., in 1648., "that the rate for the meeti?ig hause · should 
be gathered/' It is understood to have bee~ o_riginally placed, 
9n th_e hill now improved _. ;as a ·burial ground, near the spot 
wher~ th~ ministers are - interred. ~n _ 1659, "at a general 
town meeting it was agreed~- that the ·meetjng ho_use shouid be 
seated~" and a person· was employed "to complete the work 
for nineteen pounds." In the following year, a_ committee 
was appointed "for the placing and seating of·aJl the inhabit
ants of the town, both men an~ "~omen, in the meeting house.'• 
Thu·s every individual had bis seat, ~nd there is reason to be
lieve that eyery one's seat was occu1lie~ -with great constancy. 
The tr.adition is pr~bably "'"ell founded, th-~t at this early peri
od; the men thought it necessary to carry their arms to meet
ing withtliem, and to l1avc sentinels dtn,ing divine: service, on 
account· of the danger appreh~nded from the Indians.* In 
1662 "it ,vas determined, that a gallery should be built, at the 
:South ~_est etlfl of the l~~eting house, sufficient for four seats, 
,vhich · ·seats were to be completed, the front seats "ith col
. umns, and· a board at ~he bottom t9 keep the dust from: co)n-

• "Some of the ancient planters ha'Ve told us, that ~e Indians, being posr.ess~d 
-with fears lest the English should in time take their country from them2 did early 
conspire to destroy them; and the smal~ handful of christians then at Salem, were 
alarmed ·with the· report of-no less than a thousand barbarous natives -coming to 
. cut them off, and that upon a Lord's day: whereupon they discharged several great 
S\lDS, loaden with small shot, which made such a terri&le rattiing among "tile trees 
afar off, tha_t the a~azed lndia~s re.turned_ withqut_ putting their. ~Joody design ia 
execution."- [Dr. L Ma~lte:·'s Relatior& of Indian Trou~leB.l 

4 
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ing down, antl to~~e: arched sufficient:to.~t~--.engthen the house;" 
and, after -~veral y-e~rs, meas~~s ,vere adopted for erecting 
-'a gallery at the North East end, "~ith -five sea~, stairs, and 
all other necessaries, as the other •gaiiery then ,vas.". At the 
~ame time a person- ,vas en1pl_or.ed,: f ~to look .after -the ~eeting 
house, and to ring the bell~ and to officiate ,~bout -that work, 
for which"l1e was to have.four pounds by.the }~ear.'~ .. In 1672, 
"it was ordered by general coiisent., that-a. L:e1uoo.=it sh~uld be 
built, adjo~~ng ·to the backside· of.th! m~ctili~:~ ho.use~ twelve 
foot in brea<lth, forty foot in length, "ith three ·gab.le e~d~ i~ 
the same of tj.mber \\~Ork." Persons., the next yaar!_.were em
powered ~,to ~ea_t the Lentoo -men.;and ·,vo~en m .thei~ seats~. 
put an alley. tl~rough the old parti_ dispose .of any :that should 
,vant seats,, or lose- their seat$ h1 ~eans -of. too. -alley, in the 
most conven~nt piace& in the old o~_~ew part~ :and rectify 
any disorders\Yith d,ue care, that s~ch-a~ had been forme~ly 
seated might keep.their places as many of them as CQnveniently 
could."-Th,e records of the town arc imperfect;- and I have 
been unable to determine,. \\ith precision,. the period when 
the house, thus .re:p~~teclly cnl~ge(l ~d ~proved, was trans-: 
ferred to this spot. ~tis rendered pretty certain, however, by 
~nformation obtained of the oldest person ~ town, that it m~t 
~ave been re1n~_ved a little more than a~ ~undred yca!"s since, 
not l9ng b~fore ~e settlement of father Barn.ard.- • If, as is 
generally supposed, some of the orig~al ~~-t-rem~ins,. ~t must 

~ ~e an k1uidred and si;x:ty-.seven years old. At any r~te, it is 
probably the oldest publick building in New Englan~. -~hat 
,ve may liYe to see it rebuilt, and to see the ,vays_ of .Zion re
joicing in it, as in "the days of old,'' and "the years of the 
right hand of the ~lost High~~, is a~ong my most fervent 
"1ishes and prayers~ , . .. , . 

I shall now conclude with some brief reflections·; and regret 
· that the time will ~ot admit of a ~ore enlarged improvemen~. 

• See, in Pickering's Vocabulary, the word linto, orleanto, define_dby l\lason~ 
r.:a l~w shallow building joined to a higher.'' 
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We have reason, in the first place, gratefully to ackno\vl-
·ed~"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." HaYing survived✓ 

repeated periods of uncomn1on trial and difficulty, the churc~1 
and society exist, and it is hun1bly hoped, that the God of 
·-0ur fathers has not yet utterly forsaken us. Contemplating 
·our- whole history, it is.evident, th.at as n1uch general pros
-perity has been here enjoyed, as bas been us1.~al in the coun
try, and a very unusual deg1·ee·ofharmony,-peace, and broth:.. 
erly aff~ction. No ~neasincss_ has ever arisen, ~-hich requir
ed the a.id of a council; but the ecclesiastical and parochial 
concerns of the society have invariably been conducted ,:rith 
,vonderful unanimity. The 1ninisters and their penple have 
lived and died together in ~ove, and a1lpear to have n1anif csted 
to each other an affectionate, accon1?nodating spirit. "' e 
ought to rejoice, ,vith thankfulness, in ,ie,v of these and many 
other tokens of the dhine benignity, that have been ei--perien·~ 
ced; especially, in the thought, that multitudes in all probabili
ty have here been prepared for glory, and that this caudle
~tick has not yet been ren1oved. l\la.y it he continued in its 
place, so long as the sun and moon shall endure! 

Secondly, we ought never te lose sight of the Joun.dat-ion, on 
,vhicb this chiirch is established, nor the puritanical, exe1n
plary faith and piety of its founders. It is certainly a distin
guished honour to he the descendants and successours of such 
n1en. The principles, on ·which they provided for the \VO!·

ship an<l ordinances of God, were derived in1mediately from. 
the oracles of trutl1, and are of perpetual_, everlasting iti1port
ance. The divinity of the reformation, ,vas the divinity they 
en1braced, in which they lived a11d died, and "~hich-tha11ks, 
to their faithful ca.re--is the basis on ,vhich ,ve now p1~ofessedly: 
rest. "It is called Calvinism, but injuriously. It has been the· 
divinity of the ch:i~h of C!n·ist in 'all ages. It is the divinity 
,:,r Saint Paul, and of Saint Paul's ~laster, ,vho 1net him· in the 
\':ay t.0 Da!nascu~/~:~ ~t includes the doctrines of grace, 

~ Cowrer's l.etters. 



. ••doctrines according to godliness," the doctrines ,vhich make 
genuine,. thorough christians, and prepare sinners for glory. 
These are the root of the goodly tree of holy living. It was 
the faith of our fathers, "the faith once delivered unto the 
saints," ·whicb rendered them so eminently pure and _upright; 
and., in proportion as the proper infiue~ce of the same pre
cious faith has been and shall be extended, undefiled religion. 
and true morality have been ·revived and ,vill ever flouris~. 

Thirdly, it concerns us to be sensible of our melancholy 
declensions, and deeply to lament them before God. I_n many 
respects, it is certain that ,ve are degenerated as a society. 
We have, at thi-s time, less outward prosperity, tl1an has been 
formerly enjoyed.. This doubtless is o,ving, in a gi·eat meas
ure, to the long continued se-ries of public distresses, :which 
have prob.ably been heavier on this people than on any other 
in the land;-and in some degree, perhaps, to the springing 
up of sects and denominations, of which our fathers had no 
kno,vledge. But, after all, is it not o\\-ing still more, to the 
want of that publick spirit, that ardour, and interest, in regard 
to the maintenance of the gospel and its ordinances, for which 
the great body of the community in former years ,vere distin
guished? The decline of spiritzial prosperity is the main dif
ficulty, aud this, more than any thing else, is to be deprecated. 
There are aged persons still living ainong us, ,vho reme1nher 
,vhen this temple of the ~lost High "'"as literally thronged 
with devout worshippers, and attentive hearers, every sab
-bath. If the same spirit were now prevalent, since numbers 
are not ,vanting, it ·would be so still. Look hack, 1ny hear
ers, to the time, when every inhabitant of this town had his 
particular appropriate seat; and then Yie,v the multitudes in 
our day, who have either no place at all in the house of God_, 
·which they can call their o,vn, or, at least, are extremely in
constant ~n their attendance there. Ho,v 1nany of our young 
people, of both sexes, encouraged by the exa1nple of their 
dders, waste and profane holy timP- in the 1nost dreadful man
ner, and are s:arcely eyer to be_ seen in a place of worship, 
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unless it may be occasionally, by night, for amusement, 01· 

even for disorderly purposes. As an attendant, or direct con
sequence, of such a state of things, how much irreligion, im
piety, and iniquity of various descriptions, is continually 
practiced by those, whose ancestors humbly walked \Yith God, 
in a careful, conscientious observance of all his command-
1ne11ts and ordinances. ,vhile it is thus \Yith a large propor
tion of the present generation, and while false opinions and 
·vie,vs, respecting the nature of religion, have an alarming 
prevalence, ,vhere is that activity, zeal, and exemplariness of 
professed christians, by ,vhich they "·ere once, and should be 
._always, characterized? These things, my friends, I trust you 
will receive ·with meekness, for they are uttered in the fulness 
of my heart, ,vith an unfeigned sol~citude for your best wel
fare for both ,vorlds. 

Finally, permit n1e, then, in the san1e spirit, to ex/tort you, 
solemnly and "rith earnestness, te feel the duty and import
ance of making resolute exertions, not only for the preserva
tion and support of the gospel, but also ~or the revival and in
crease of Yitai religion an1ong us, in its ·primitive po,ver and 
purity .-It is ardently to he \\ished, that all the influential 
members of the society, would be impressed ·with their obli
gations faithfully to consult its interest, and ,,·ould be ,villing 
to he at some cost and pains to promote it. No labour, no 
cxpence, "·ill be likely to yield sincerer satisfaction, in the 
last l1ours of life, than ,vhat is devoted to such a cause.-! 
would particularly conjure you, n1y beloved people, "not to 

.forsake the assemhling oj-yourseh:es together;" but to strengthen 
and encourage him, ,vho is "your serYant for J csus' sake," by 
a regular, diligent attendance on his hun11Jle 1ninistrations. 
In the numerous, disheartening trials; to '"~hich l1e is subject
ed, he needs, he greatly needs your countenance and your 
prayers. The early removal of his inimediate predecessors, 
loudly ad1nonishes him how soon he may be called to give an 
account of his n1inistry: and suffer me to remind you, ho,v 
speedily yo-n too may be reqnired~ to render accouuf how yon 
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l1ave· rcceivcd·it. .Entreat; therefore, for him; that he may 
be made faithful, and for yourselves, that you may entertain 
the gospel by him dispensed; though it be in much weakness, 
·as a message from the living God.--·"Br~thren, the time is 
short." ,,our fathers, ,vltere are they; and the prophets, do 
they live forever?" Another year has bee11 recently '-numbered 
\Yith the years beyond the flood;'' in the course of which, thirty 
fonr of this society, ha Ye entered the eternal world.* "rithin 
a very few days, also, t,vo ,vorthy members of this church, 
beside a valuable young n1ant and a little boy, have "gone the 
way of all the earth," What is done must be done quickly. 
-Let it be our united, fervent supplication-" Jlwake, awake, 
put on strength, 0 arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of old."t Let us pray and strive to
gether, that the Lord ,vould "raise up the tabernacle that is 

.. fallen, and close u:p the breaches thereof, that he would raise up 
its ru-ins and bnild it as in the days of old."§ "Thus saith the 
Lord, stand in the 7.vays and see, an<l ask for the old paths, 
,vltere is the good 'U~ay, a1id walk~ therein, and 7Je shall .find 
rest for your souls."11 The .A.Imighty King of Zion is address
ing us, as he · addressed the church of Ephesus-" I ha"Oe 

· somewhat again.st thee, beca-z£se tlwu hast left _thy first lo--ce. Re
·in.ember, therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent and 
do the .first '1.t:orks; or else, I will c01ne unto thee quickly, and 
will re1no-ve thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent."~ 
Listen, I beseech you, to this solemn admonition. Steadily 
adhere to the truth and way of God, in opposition to that gen
eral inclination to apostacy, in principle and practice, "~hich 

-11 21 males and 1S females: 1 at the age of 95; S between SO and 90; 6 between 
70 and SO; 6 between 40 and iO; 9 between 20 and 40; 5 between 10 and 20; 1 
a.t 6, and only S under that age. Of this number, 7 were lost or died abroad, and 
5 belonged to the church. 

t :\frs. Ruth Knight, the respectable relict of l\-Ir.·,vmiam K. JE. iS. ~fr •. 
Elisabeth wife of ~ir. Joseph Stt::phens, who died in the triumphs of faith. JE. ,i,4. 

And Mr. Samuel Swett jun. greatly lamented . .£. 29. 

± Isa. li, 9. § Amos ix, 11. ~ Rev. ii, 5. 
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prevails at the present day. Receive and embrace tl1e glori
ous doctrinal peculiarities, and esteem very highly all the sa~ 
cred institutions and requirements, of the gospel of Christ" 
Let tl1e great and good work of reformation, be immediately 
and resolutely coµimenced, with a humble dependancc on the 
po"-er of divine grace, in ev~ry heart, in every family.
MoreoYer, "let_ brotherly loi::e continue," and be increased, by 
our ahvays "endeavouring to keep the -µnity of the Spirit in 
the bo~1d of peace;"-and Oh_! may the Holy Ghost be sent 
do"rn fro1n he~ven, to warm our cold bosoms, to inspire us 
with due zeal in the "rorship and service of our divine Master, 
~nd cause us to gro"- ~nil flourish., "l~e the cedars of Leba-
119n." -i\.!tlF. 'X". 




