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BEDFORD, MASS.,. Sept. 8, 1879. 
REV. JONATIIAN F. STKAUNS, D. D.: 

Dear S-ir, -At a recent meeting of the Committee of Arrangements for 
the late Sesqui-Centennial Celebration, by a unanimous vote the sincere 
and hearty thanks of the committee were extended to you for preparing _and 
delivering the eminently acceptable and instructive address upon the his-' 
tory of Bedford. It was also voted to request of you a copy of the same 
for publication. Trusting you may be able to accede to this request, 

REV. GEO. E. LOVEJOY : 

I remain sincerely yours, 

GEO. E. LOVEJOY, 
Secretary. 

BEDFORD, Sept. 10, 1879. 

Jtly Dear Brother, - I cheeI"1ully comply with your request by placing 
a copy of my address at"""your disposal. Some matter which was omitted 
in the delivery for want of time I have taken the liberty to include. In so 
doing, let me acknowledge my indebtedness to those who have kindly 
aided me in the collection of materials, and particularly to my brother, Mr. 
Josiah A. Stearns, to whose manuscript" History of Bedford" I have had 
free access. I hope it will, at no distant day, be completed and given to 
the public in a permanent form. 

With the highest respect.and estee~, 

Yours truly, 

J. F. STEARNS. 
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Ho,v sublimely impressive and majestic is the march of 

Time ! Pulse by pulse beat the seconds and the minutes 

a.nd the hours. Tramp, tramp, tran1p ! like a file of soldiers 

marching under your ·windows early in the morning, w·hen 

you are half asleep, go the clays and the ,veeks and the 

months. The annual festivals-Christmas, Ne,v Year, Fourth 

of July - are the mile-stones that mark the progress of the 

years, and on, on, on, pass the ge11erations and the centu­

ries a~d the ages, and the reons upon reous, to eternity ! 
"\Ve stand our little---day on (f this bank and shoal of time," 

and behind us are the ages unnun1bered and hefore us a 

shore1ess Forever! And here, just here, we have our ,vork 

to do, our destiny to achieve. 

·lv e Bedford boys and girls have come home here to cele­

brate our good old mother Bedforcl·s dian1ond ,vedding-day. 

,v e reckon here by fifties, as you see. We ca1inot afford to 

notice twenty-fives. 

Things have changed, it is true, fron1 "~hat they once were. 

The good old primitive days when Uncle Jim, the old bach­

elor, went a-courting to Aunt 1Iolly Pollard, just once a 

year, on New-Year's day, and sat ,vith her into the- little 

hours of the night, and then at length ,vas rnarried - (• the 

Hassel he ,vas ! " - and lived with her up there on the hill, 

at the entl of the long, grassy lane, till they ,vere both over 

fourseorc, "~ere mostly matters of tradition ,vhen the oldest 
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of us were young. ··There have been changes, too, in the face 

of nature. The brook that used to roar and dash so grandly 
after a long rain_ or a copious thunder-shower, up near the 
north school-house, and in which we hoys used to find so 
much sport, damming it up with stones and grass-sods and 

then letting it go, till we were wet half up to the neck, and 
had to go straight to our seats when ,ve came in, and dry up 
as best we could, does not seem to be just what it used to 
be. And the tall, slender trunk of the old elm, which, till 

lately, stood stooping over on the very edge of the bank, with 
ha1f its roots bare, just as it stood, to my certain knowledge, 

more than sixty years a.go, - when the great -hu1Ticane of 
1815, which hlew off chimneys, overturned sheds and barns,· 

and rooted up who1e orchards in all this region, to t4e wonder 
of us all, did not start it, - is gone at length, quite decayed, 

as it proved, at the heart, but green to the last on the top,_ 
heavenward. Yet there are still the same green meadows ! I 
wonder if the boys and girls get as good sweet flagroot, -
calamus, they call it, I believe, now, -and in the winter coast 
down the long icy slope with as 1nerry yells, as they used t-0? 

Yes, times have changed, no doubt. In many respects, 

they have changed much for the better. As I walk through 
this beautiful street, I see tokens of a thrift and taste which 
conserves all thu;t is good in the old, while it superinduces 
the ne,v. And the old leafy by-paths, kept in good order, 
though scarcely discoverable by a stranger, still ca1~ry you all 

round ffom corner to corner of the tcnvn plot, through much 
of the most enjoyable scenery. And :here are the sa1ne hills, 
and the same mill, strea1ns, and the sa1ne Concord River, 
winding .. along the border, and the birds sing and look just :1s 

they used to, the robins and the bluebirds, the bobolinks 
and the orioles, the ~, fire-hang-birds," ,ve used to call them ; 

an<l ol<l Bedford is old Bedford still, and I am ready to shout, 
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as we all intend to do to-day, with a right good-will, OLD 

BEDFORD FOREVER ! 
The anniversary we are now met to celebrate is the anni­

versary of a to1vn, an institution quite peculiar to New Eng­
land. ""'hat are called towns exist else,vhere, but they are 

a different thing, both in organization and in privileges and 

duties. In the South, except in Louisiana, the county takes 
the place of the town, and in the Middle States the town act& 

under the authority of the county. The same, substantially, 
is true of the towns or townships of the ,,,,.. est. But in N e,v 

England the town is a complete body politic, having its own 

organization, its own officers, its o,vn functionaries, and its 
L' 

own adn1inistration. "It is,'' says an able writer ( S. A. Gal-
pin, LL. D., in the United States Political Atlas), ''the po­
liticul u.nit, a municipal corporation, w·ith full corporate rights 
and powers, and responsible solely to the legislature." It is 
in accordance with this theory that the :first Constitution of 
our own 8tate, having been framed by a convention of dele­
gates from the towns, was submitted to the to,vns for their 

approval, "in order to its final adoption, and that, till recently, 
the to,vns were the direct source of representation in . the 

lower house of ~he Legislature. 
This distribution of the whole country into towns secured, 

• 
at an early day, the emphatic . approval_ of that very acute 
republican statesman, Thomas Jefferson, the third in the line 
of our Presidents. He speaks of them as" the vital princi­
ple of our government," and says, "they have approved 
themselves the wisest inventions ever devised by the ,vit of 

man for the perfect exercise of self-government and fur its 
preservation." "These little republics," he says, t, are the 

main strength of the great ones. We o"re to them the vigor 
given to our Revolution in its commencement in the Eastern 
States, und hy them the Eastern States ,vere enabled to 
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repeal the Embargo in opposition to the Middle, Southern, 

and Western States and their long and lubberly division, 
which-can never be assembled." 

It also attracted the attention and secured the warm 
approbation of that eminent French statesman, De Tocque­
ville, who visited this country-many years ago, for the ex­
press purpose of studying its institutions, and ·wrote one of 
the ablest books on the subject that has ever been written. 
What attracted him most was the w_ell-regulated, independent 
sovereignty of the people. '' In the United States,'' he says, 
'' it is believed, and with truth, that patriotism is a kind of 
devotion, which is strengthened by ritual observance. In 
this manner the activity of the township [he means the 
to,vn,J is continually perceptible. The native of New Eng­
land is attached to his to,vnship, because it is free. He prac­
tises the art of government in the s1nall sphere within his 
reach, he accustoms himself to those forms which alone insure 
the steady progress of liberty; he imbibes their spirit, and col­
lects clear, practical notions on the nature of its duties and the 
extent of its rights." "England once governed the mass of the 
colonies, but the people ,vas ahva.ys sovereign in the to,vns." 

A very fine resume of their actual influence is to be found 
in a very able essay, read before the :Oiassachusetts Histori;;. 
cal Society, and published in pamphlet form, so1ne years 
ago, by Hon. Joel Parker, of Cambridge, :Olass. '' It is," he 
says, " through the action of the town incor1iorations that 
the furitan principles have been sustained, the Ne,v Eng­
land character formed, the industry and econo111y of the 
people promotec~, the education of the "'hole population pro­
vided_~for, and perhaps the independence of the country 
secured. I am sure I do .not exaggerate their importance, 
when I say that' they have been the arterial system of N e,v 
England, through w-I1ich has eirculated the life-hloou ,vhieh 
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has invigorated, sustained, and strengthened her, making her 

expand in her religious, social, educational, antl political 
institutions and character." 

It ,vas near the opening of a most n1on1entol~s period in 
the history of our country that ,vhat is no,v the to,m of 

Bedford was introduced into the sisterhood of towns, and be­

came clothed with their in1portant functions and prerogatives. 

The earliest trace I have been able to find of a movement 

towards that result is in the ~~ History of Concord, Bedford, .., 

and the .A.djoining Tffwns," by Lemuel Shattuck, of Concord. 

(Page 255.) 
'~ The inhabitants of "'\Vinthrop's Farn1s," he says, ,r ".,.hich 

,vere included in this territory," that is, the Bedford territory, 

~r petitioned the· General Court, in 1725, to be erected into a 

separate parish or to,vn. An order of notice passed upon 
this petition, but being opposed hy Billerica, it was unstcc­

cessful." From the Billerica records, it appears that a peti­

tion to the same effect--can1e before that to,vn again on the 
<-.; 

14th of l\fay, 1728, "''"hich after t,vo adjournments and as 

many long debates, ,vas decided in the negative. Some con­

cessions, ho,vever, were made to the petitioners in respect to 

t~ixes, and a committee was appointed~~ to give in reasons." 

Again the case came up in the General Coui1 of the Prov-
, 

ince, June 19, 1728, on a petition of Edward Watkins, 

John "\iVilson, and a considerable num her of others, setting 

forth the great difficulties to ,vhich they were subjected, by 

reason of their distance fron1 the n1eeting--house, in the towns 

of Concord and Billerica, and the ref ore praying that they 
n1ay'be set off as a separate township. 

This petition ,vas read, and referrf:\d to the next se:::;sion, 

and the petitioners were directed to serYe the to\Yns of Bil-
lerica and Lexington ,vith copies of it, that 

can~e ,vhy it should not he granted. 
2" 

thev mio·ht show J 0 
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Then again, on July 18, 1728, a petition came in, of,~ divers 

inhabitants of Concord, Billerica, and Lexington, to be made 
a precinct, as entered June 18; 1728." This petition ,vas 
read in council, the record says, together ,vith the circular of 
Billerica, and referred to a committee, previously appointed 
with reference to Billepca lands, with directions to go on the 
ground, carefully investigate the ,vhole matter, '' notifying the 
town of Billerica of their coming, hear all parties, ~nd report at 

the next full session, whether they judge it reasonable that 
the petition~rs should be set ofi' and constituted a separate 
township or precinct," the charges of the committee to be 
borne by the petitioners of the town of Billerica. 

The committee took about five months, and then, Dec. 20, 
172~, brought in a full report, the conclusion of ,vhich is, 
'' that the committee are humbly of opinion that the lands 
petitioned for, as well by the Bille1ica petitioners as l)y those 
of Concord, and hy a vote of the town of Concord set off to 
and joined with the petitioners of Billerica, are ,vell accon1-
modated for that purpose. That, therefore, the said lands, 
with the inhabitants thereon, be set off and erected into a 

distinct township," w'ith bounds which they then go on to 
describe. These are substantially, I believe, with one or 
two exceptions, the same boundaries ,vhich the town has to 
this day. 

In council, this ·was read and ·accepted, and petitioners 
had " leave to bring in a hill accordingly to the House of 
Representatives." Billerica ·now yielded gracefully, " voted 
that they would act something referring to the petitioners," 
choose a committee of eleven n1en to '' manage the aftair, 

·-
a~d -~gi-ee upon the boundaries, etc." 

Billerica was "very reluctant," it is said. v\Te are not told 
why. An old <~hronicler has quaintly said, ,e A rib was taken 
off fro1n Billerica to make Bedford." Old Father- Adam, 
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likely enough, 'Yas reluctant when he had to part with his rib. 
It is to be hoped, ho,vever, that neither of them was sorry 
when they saw what ,vas made out of it. 

Mean ,vhiie the petitioners from Concord had taken care to 
forestall all opposition on that side by obtaining the full con­
sent of their fello,v-townsmen. As the petition is long, I 
give only an abstract of it. It is addressed "To the Gentle­
men, the Selectmen of the to,vn of Concord, in lawful meet-' 
ing assen1bled," and sets forth that they, in conjunction with 
the southerly part of Billerica, having found themselves 
under the necessity of maintaining separate worship during 
the past ·w-inter, '' by reason of their distance from the place 
of ,vorship in their respective to"V\rns, have agreed to ask of 
them a disn1ission, that they 1nay he formed into a distinct 
to,vnship or district, if the General Court shall see fit so to .. 
constitute them. They find it extremely difficult to travel so 
far ,vith their families, and are tempted to say of the Sabbath, 
' 1Vhat a weariness is jt I' " 

They go on to disclaim all disaffection to the pastor or the 
church, their only desire is to be eased of their burden, "that 
the ,vord of God may be nigh us, in our homes and in otlr 
hearts, that we and our little ones may serve the Lord.'' 

To this Concord gave her consent, and no"V\r, th~ obstacles 
being all removed, their request.- ,vas granted. It stands 
upon the State records as follows :-

AN ACT 

FOR ERECTING A NEW TOWN, WITHIN THE COU:NTY OF 1\l"IDDLESEX, BY THE 

NA~fE OF BEDFOUD. 

Whereas, The inhabitants of the northeasterly part of Concord, 
and the southeasterly part of Billerica, labor under great difficulties 
in their attendance on the public worship of God, and, thereupon, have 
addressed this Court that the land on the northeasterly part of Concord 
and the southerly part of Billerica, lying together, and whereon they 
dwell, may be erected into a township, and that they may be set off a 
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distinct and separate town, vested with all the rights and privileges 
of a town; 

Be it therefore enacted_, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council, and 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That the northeasterly part of Concord, etc., be and hereby 
is, set off and instituted a separate township, by the name of Bedford. 

Then follows a description of the boundaries, and the Act 
concludes : -

And that the inhabitants of the said lands be, a11:d -:-hereby are, 
vested with powers, privileges, and iln1nunities, that the inhabitants 
of any of the towns of this Province, are or ought to be vested with. 
P1·ovided, That the Raid town of Bedford do, within the space of three 
years from the publication of this act, erect, build, and finish a suitable 
House for the Public ,v orship of God, and procure a~1d settle a Learned 
and Orthodox minister of good conversation, and make provision for 
his comfortable and honorable support, and likewise provide a sch-ool, 
to instruct their youth in \Vriting and Reading. 

The above bears date in the margin, Sept. 23, 1729. 
Three da.ys later, by an Act of the General Court, Jona­

than Bacon, ~, a p~incipnl inhabitant of the town- of Bedford,~, 
was empowered and directed to ~~ assemble the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of the to,v11, as soon as n1ay be, to 
elect and choose officers," to stand during the ren1ainder of 
the official year. This he di<l, as he certifies, and convened 
them accordingly at the meeting-house, Sept. 26, 1779, 
and thus the :first set of to,vn officers were chosen. Jonathan 

-
Bacon was the first moderator, Samuel Fitch the first 
town clerk, and John Fassett the· first town treasurer. The 
other offices filled ,vere_ snbstnntially the same as no,v. They 
haq. not yet got so far as to appoint school committees, 
assessors, or tax-gatherers, though the office of tithing-n1nn 
was not overlooked . 
. - Thus was the good ship (( To1'-n of Bedford" fairly 
launched and on her voyage. Let us see ,vhat her progress 
has been. 

To give a <lcgrce of 1netho<l to our in<Jniries, I shall speak 
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of her in ,vhat we 1nay regard as the three principal functions 
of a to,vn, as originally constituted in Ne,v England, viz., in 
her relations, 1. To the body politie of ,vhieh ::;he is a 

unit; 2. To the church and the interests of religion, which 
stand out so pro1ninent a1nong the reasons for her incorpora­
tion ; and 3. To the general ,Yelfare and in1provement of 
her o,vn citizens, and of the conununity ,vith ,vhich she is 
connected. 

Of course, in so wide a field, and ,vith so narrow a space 

of time as I have no,v before me, I can hut select salient 

points, and treat of them in the most cursory manner. 

1. :First, then, in_ relation · to the body politic, - to the 
interests of the State and the country. 

Bedford, as I have said, ,vas introduced into the sisterhood 
of the to,vns near the beginning of a critical period of our 

country's history. Already the apprdaching thunder-storm, 

which discharged itself more than fifty years later, was be­
ginning to flash and-.Tun1ble in the sky. The house of 
Hanover came to the throne in 1714. ~len high in -office 
,vere insisting that the charters of the colonies " ... ere not 
irrevocable. In the year 1715 a bill to that effect was pro­
posed in the House of Com111ons. Great jealousy discovered 
itself in England, in regard to our rising manufactures. '' In 
a little time," it was said· with afo,rm, ~~they will be able to 

live without Great Britain." As early as November, 1728, 
it ,vas suggested,, ,Yhether a Sta111p .A .. ct should not be ex­

tended to America.'' In 1729, the very year in which Bed­
ford ,yas incorporated, Governor Burnet, of 1Iassachusetts, 
had suggested to Lord Ne,vcastle that~~ some of the Briti_sh 

forces would be necessary to keep the people within the 
bounds of their duty.'' Of course such signs ,vere admoni­

tory. But tin1e passed on, and other interests delayed the 
CrISIS. 
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But the people ,vere in a course of preparation. In the 
old Indian. nnd French ,vars, for example, they had been 
getting trained to habits of self~reliance. · In these, Bedford 

had her share. vVhen Concord, long before the sepnration, 
armed her people for defence against the savages and estab­
lished garrison-houses, two of these, ns her historian tells us, 
were within the present limits of Bedford. I think I have 
seen the old cellar of one of them, still distinguishable in. 
my childhood, near the roadside. And ,vhen Billerica, in 
great alarm, took a similar course, I recognize one Bedford 
name, that of ~Iichael Bacon, ".,.hose house was thus appro­
priated; and Joh Lane, unquestionably .,a Bedford man, 
"from his remote situation," says the record, ~, ,vas allowed 

to _fortify his own house, and have t,vo soldiers, if the cou·n­

t1·y can spare them.'' 
Those ,vere rough and bloody times, any way. An ances­

tor of mine, Captain John Stearns, tradition used to say, 
captured'an India_n lad, and ·would have taken him home, but 
the boy fought so furiously, as he held him on the saddle 
behind him, that he felt co1npelled to desputch him, ·which he 
did. 

In Lovewell's fight, near Fryeburg on Saco River, Eleazar 
Davis, one of the founders of Bedford, but a few ye_ars 
before its incorporation, endured -incredible sufferings and 
barely escaped, - a cripple for 'the rest of his days. And 
yet again Hugh Ma11t..rwell, one of our best citizens as well as 
bravest heroes, of ,vhom ,ve shall hear more hereafter, 
served bravely in the old French and Indian ,vars, and had 
the narrowest escape with his life. That was the same war 
in -~hich Bedford's first minister, after his dismission from 
his people, served as a chaplain in a co1npany in "rhich it is 

at least inf erred were more or less of his former parishioners. 
Max·well served five campaigns in that \Yar. He went into it 



ORATION. 15 

us a private, and can1e out of it us a commissioned .officer. 
Mr. Shattuck says, " Sever·al of the inhabitants of Bedford 
sustained commiRsions. ~, And yet again, Thompson Max­
,vell, brother of Jiugh, and a native of Bedford, who, accord­
ing to the dates, entered the service when he ,vas yet but a 
boy of sixteen, gives the f o llcnving account of his connec­
tion with it, in a ·comn1unication to Gen. Jan1es l\'liller, of 
Salem:-

" In 17 58, enlisted as a private under Capt. Lovewell of 
the Rangers, reconnoitring with Capt. Samuel Brewer, of 
1,r altham, went ·with Rogers' · Rangers and destroyed St. 
Francis ; destroyed their village, and upon hearing their war­
whoop, we ,vere orde1:ed to disperse and take care of our 

~ 

selves. Chose Capt. Stark as our leader; lost our blankets 
and those we left at St. Francis ; in eleven days arrived a.t 
first settlement, No. 4. Thirty-seven of our party died at 
White River, near Royalston; sixty enlisted with Capt. 
Barnes of Chelmsford. __ Soon transferred to Capt. Whiting's 
company. At Crown Point entered the corps of Rangers 
under Capt. Brewer. In 1761 enlisted for the 'war.'' 

To the honor of the town, it is on record that after the 
close of the war the town voted '' to abate the whole of the 
rates " of a certain class of those who had served in it, "and 
all the others their high,vay rates." _ 

And now the grand crisis in the country's history began 
rapidly to approach. In the preliminaries of that great 
struggle, the towns of New England stood prominent. ..A.nd 
it is here that their peculiar aptitude and strength for purposes 
of mutual counsel, co-operation, and support, to which Mr. 
Jefferson refers, came prominently to vie,v. The town of 
Boston, as being the largest, richest, and embodying the 
largest number of -eminent men, naturally assumed the hege­
mony. They sent out invitations to all the to,vns in the 
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province, inviting then1 no,v to take action and express their 
views, now to send delegates to Boston for mutual counsel, 
n<;nv to appoint _con1n1ittees -of correspondence, ,vho should 
keep a vigilant lookout upon all~ the proceedings around 
them. Two of the meetings to ""hich I refer were held in 

LC 

Boston, in the autu1nn of 17 68 ; and though they disclaimed 
all pretence to "any authoritative or governmental" acts, 
and simply confined their action to a petition to the governor, 
that action was treated by him as a grievous offence, and 
answered by a threatening letter. Their meeting, itself, ,vas 

unla,vful, he asserted. '' At present," he said, " ignorance of 
the la,v may excuse what- is past. A st~_p farther will take 
away that plea." He ,varns them, as a fi·iend, to break up 
their meeting and separate, f' for assure yourselves, the king 
is deter111ine<l to maintain his entire sovereignty over this 
province." 

The transactions of those two meetings were received in 
England ,vith · great indignation. The House of Lords took 
the case up, and in a series of resolutions declared the pro­
ceedings "illegal, unconstitutional, and calculated to excite 
sedition and insurrection in his l\Iajesty's Province of l\.Iassa­

chusetts Bay " ; the appointment of a convention of deputies 
from the towns in pursuance of them, and the act of the 
8electmen in calling such a convention, they declared ~~ sub­

versive of bis Majesty's government," and that of the towns, 
in electing deputies to it, and the meeting of such conven­
tion in consequence, "during iusults offered to his Majesty's 

authority, and an audacious usurpation of the po,vers of 
government." 

That was the same set of resolutions in ,vhich ,vas made 
the startling declaration that to call in question (' the right of 

his Majesty, with the advice and consent of farlian1ent, to 
make laws and statutes, to bind the colonies and people of 
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A1nerica, subject to the Crown of Great Britain, in all cases 
,vhatsoever," was ,, illegal, unconstitutional, and derogatory 

to the rights of the Cro,vn and Parliament of Great Britain." 
(See" Ne,vport ~fercury," ~larch 27, 1769.) 

But the people had carefully considered ,vhat their rights 
,vere, and kne,v well how to keep the limits of their char­
ter. The governor at length made a distinct issue ,vith 
them, at the opening of the Provincial .A.ssembly, January, 
1773. These "~ere n1atters, he affirn1ed; ,vhi_ch a to,vn had 
no right to consider. He ,vas ans,vered in a masterly paper, 
said to have been ,vritten by Samuel Adams. .1-\. town n1eet­
ing, as he clearly sho,vcd, hy the express terms of the law, 
had the right to consult and act in n1atters '~ of public con­
cernment." And these ,vere 1natters of public concern1nent. 
The governor sa,v it now, and acknow1edged it in his private 
correspondence. '~ By an unfortunate .. 1ni.~take," he ,vrote, 
~~ soon after the charter, a law was passed, \vhich n1ade every 
town in the province a corporation perfectly democrutic, 
every matter being determined by the major vote of the 
inhabitants " ; a hnv, he adn1its, ",vhich ,vas unfortunately 
allowed by the Crou,n." 

Thus the tcrwns triumphed, and the proceedings ,vhich had 
been instituted to secure union and co-operation and vigilance 
in the 1naintenance of their rights, ,vent on ,vith increased 

. 
vigor. 

N o,v, ""hat I ,vi8h yon to take note of here i:-,, that in all 
the_sc 111ovcn1cnts, l3cdfor<l, as fin· ns I can ascertain, never 
lost an opportunity. There arc s01ne papers on the to,vn 
book which, were they not too long to recite here, woul~ 
sho,Y, I think, heyon,l all qnc~tion, that she hoth understood 
her rights and duties, aHd ·was (\Ver ready hoth to 1naintnin 
the one and, at ,v-hatevcr saerific-c, to discharge the other. 

'-

\\"''hen a letter of co1-re:;po11dL·-ncc was ~cnt out to the 
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to\\·ns from a to,vn meeting in Boston, asking from each of 

them '' a free comn1unication of their sentiments," it stands 
on _record, that on the first day of l\farch, 1773, ~, after sol­

emn prayer to God for direction, and taking into our n1ost 

serious consideration tl:e melancholy state of the British 

Colonies in North ..... .\1nerica in general, and this Province in 

particular, the town proceeded to n1ake choice of Deacon 

Stephen Davis, John Reed, Esq., Mr. John yrehber, Dr. 
. . ' 

Joseph Ballard, ¥r. John ~Ioore, Mr. Joseph Hart,vell, and 

l\lr. Hugh Max\Yell, to he com1nittee, to take our grievances 

under consideration, and to report to the t<nvn" at the next 

town 1neeting, to he held on the 31st of lVIay. 

This large committee, co1nprising son1e of the nhlest nnd 

most trusted men in the tow11, having hud three 1nonths to de­

liberate, brought in a very full and carefully prepared paper, 

declari11g their loynlty to the Cro,vn, asserting their chartered 

rights, condemning, in a very decisive but ten1perate 111an­

ner, the oppressive acts under ,vhich they ,vere suffering, 

defending the course pursued by the people of the colonies, 

recommending the n1ost earnest efforts to restore har111ony 

and a good understanding ,vith the mother country, urging 

to strenuous exertions to increase t, the present agreeable 

union bet,veen us and our sister colonies," and making _this 

decisive declaration of their feelings and determinations:· 

'~ \Ve shoul<l rejoice," they ::;ay, H to see the difficulties under 

which ,ve labor, ren1oved; but if every method ,Yhich can be 

tholight of for the ren1oval thereof should fail of· success, 

,ve are ready to join with our fello,v-sufl'erei-s, even to the 

risk of our lives and fortunes, rather than give up our con­

stitutional rights and charter privileges." 1"he town voted 

unanimously to accept the report, to have it recorded in the 

town hook, and thnt a copy of it he sent to the town of 

Boston. Signed John Heed, 'fown Clerk. 
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In that same year, 1773, Bedford had a representative, 

though not by any appointn1ent of hers, at the finnous '' tea­

party" in Boston l-Iarbor. It ,Yas Thompson ~Inxwell, the 

brother of Hugh, of ,vhon1 I have already spoken_. "I had 

come to Boston," he says, '' with my tea111. I had loaded at 
John Hancock's ,varehouse nncl ,vns about to leave to,vn, when 

l\1r .. Hancock requested rne to drive 111y te::un into his yard, 

ordered his servant to take care of it, and req nested me to 
bP- on Long ,vharf at t,vo o'clock r. )I., and told me what 

was to be done. I went accordingly, and joined the hand 

under one Captain Hews. vr· e 111ounted the ships an<l made 

tea in a trice. This dope, I took 1ny team and ,vent home 

as an honest man should." 
I shall not attempt to vindicate the destroying of the tea. 

If justified at n11, it must he as a war measure, or son1ething 

of the kind ; and about that such n1en as Hancock ought to 
kno,v. 

~larch 7, 177 4, ,r the it).wn voted not to use any tea-till the 

duty be taken off." On the 30th of June, 177 4, ,vhen in vie,v 

of the Boston Port Bill, blocking np the harbor of Boston, 
and other oppressive measures, the stringent covenant of non­

intercourse ,vith the island of Great Britain was prepared 

and sent around to the to,vns, this to,vn adopted it, spread 
• 

it at full length on the to,vn book, and appointed a con1mit-

tee of five n1en "to n1ake a proper return of these proceed­
ings, nnd to holcl corr~spondencc "·ith other t<nvns, in behalf 
of this to,vn, as they shall judge nece:,:;ary, until the town 

other,vise order." This con1n1ittee is the san1e, ,vith t,vo 

on1issions, ,vith that last named, and is supposed to be Bed~ 
ford's fir8t Co,nniittee of Co1·re8pondence. \iVheu, in vie"~ of 

the distress inflicted on the inhahitants hy that 111easure, the 

poor of Boston ha<l to he billeted ont upon the neighboring 

to\\ n~, Be<lford luu.l twenty-nine of these as:-;igned to her. 
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The same year, Aug. 29, the to,vn took into consideration 

''the propriety of i11structing the Committee of Correspond­

ence- ,vith regard to a 111eeting of this county, to consider 

what is proper to be done at this alarn1ing crisis, in respect 

to the several acts of the British Parlian1ent," uncl left it "~ith 

the committee to '' do as they think best." I learn from ~Ir. 

Shattuck's Hi.story, that this county meeting or convention 

·was held at Concord, on the thirtieth and thirty-first days of 

August, '' consisting of one hundred and fifty delegates from 

every county in the State," and that the delegates fro1n Bed­

ford were Stephen Davis, John Reed, John ~Ioore, and John 

Webber, the Connnittee of Correspondence lhen1sclves. 
In October of the same year, delegates ,vere chosen to- join 

,vith a Provincial Congress, '' to be holden ut Concord, on the 
second Tuesday of +r.is n1onth." Dr. Joseph 11allard and 

John Reed "\Yere the legates. ~t\t the san1e n1eeting, the 

to,vn voted twelye pounds to REPAIR THEIR. STOCK OF PO\V­

DER AND OTHER AMMUNITION. 

On the 18th of January, 1775, they voted at first not to 

send a delegate to the Provincial Congress to be held in 
February; but on the 27th, a ne,v to,vn meeting was called, 

and John Reed ,vas chosen. ~fessrs. l\1oses ... A.bbott, Tho1nas 

Page, Ebenezer Page, John Reed, and Edward Stearns were 
chosen at the same meeting,. as ~, a Comn1ittee of Inspection." 

Now, there is son1ething qnite sublime, as it see1ns to 

· me, in the ,vay in which this little town, one- of the smallest 

in numbers in the State, ~, toed the mark," as we say, at 

every step, and show·cd her hund, ancl that ,ea rnailed hand/' 
. 
1n every emergency. 

-But the time for votes, conventions, deliberations, resolu­
tions, was no,v nearly pnst. Rattle, hloodshed, ·war, a long, 

tedious, seven years' ,var, ,vas jnst at hand. 

The battle of Lexington and Coneonl took place right 
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here on our hordcr~. I sha 11 not take np your time ,vith 
any general description of it, nor attempt to tell over again 
the story ·which has been told so often and so ,vell. Only so 
far as I n1ust, -in order to place in just and clear view, the 
part pcrfor1ned in it hy the people of Bedford, shall I allo,v 
111yse1f to enter into its details. 

On the evening of the 18th of .. A.pril, a beautiful, moonlight 
evening, a detach1nent fi·om the force under Gen. Gage was 

discovered n1ovin0" UI) the road leadino- throuo-h vVest Cam-o o e. 

bridge ( then culled }fenotomy, now Arlington) towards 
Lexington. Parties of British officers had been seen, also, 
sauntering along over the same road. The object of these, it 
,vas suspected, "-as to exi)lore the ,vay, and the object of the 

moving force t,vofold: to capture, if possible, the t,vo men 
most obnoxious to the l3ritish government, a1~d kno·1'-n to be 
in Lexington, Hancock and Aclun1s, but chiefly (for that 
alone could account for so large a force) to destroy the mili­
tary stores collected at CDncord. 

Yon are all familiar with the preliminaries and with the 
first act of the bloody tragedy near the Common at Lexing­
ton. There the battle began, there the first n1artyrs in the 
war of the Revolution stood and received the deadly shot. 
There the fact became revealed that the American people 
were actually at 'war. 

It ,vas at the corner of the Bedford road, in Lexington, 
that the first blood was dra,vn. I ,vaive, for the present 
at least, the mooted question, (( Did they re8ist at Lexing­
ton?" 'fhey took the fire at Lexington ! They stood, they 
fell, in arnis ! 

The troops, having done so much, n1oved on to Concord, 
hut the ne"rs of their coming had preceded them. It had 
already gone out into all that region, and all that night, in 
all these peaceful homes, rang out the cry, (e To arms ! " 
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The town of Bedford probably received the news among 
the first. Tlvo Lexington boys, or young n1en, Nathan 
~1unroe and Benjan1in Titld, at Capt. Parker's request, ·went 
up to Bedford, so1ne tiine in the eYeniug, and as one of them 
has testified on oath, ,~ notified the inhabitants, through tile 
town, to the great road at l\ferria1n's Corner, in Concord," 
and then returned by that great road, the Boston road, to 
Lexington. It may have been one of the1n tµat waked up, 
Ensign Page, so soon after he, with his young bride, who 
used to tell the story in her old age, had retired. It is 
quite likely that ,vhen they ·were along there, they made a 
short detou;·, and notified· Capt. vVilson;-- No doubt, as 
they ,vent up the road to :Wlerriam's Corner, they stopped 
at _Capt. Moore's. I have often ,vondered h(HV the Bedford 
n1en got 111ov~ng so early, and ,vere so early at the fight. 
This fact seems to account for it. They had all night to 
rally and equip in. That morning ffi:USt have been a stirring 
time in old Bedford, putting the facts together. 

First, Capt. ,vnson and his minute-men, ,vho had been 
drilling for ,veeks by the town's order, and at its expense, 
marched up the road and halted in front of Fitch's tavern. 

1\Iy dear old uncle, Solon1011 Lane, -he was Uncle Solomon 
to all the Bedford folks in his old age, but he was my 

father's brother-in-law, a n1a11 of rare excellences, so1ne 
roughnesses, no sha1n, who carried under his farmer's 
coat a heart as gentle as a ""'"on1an-s, -was one of the com­
pt~ny. I tell the story as he told it to 1ne. '' Capt. 1V"ilson," 
he used to say, '' was a fine officer, a fine officer! I well 
remember hi~ as he looked that morning. He drew his 
men up in front of the old Fitch tavern, and said, 'Con1e 
boys, we '11 take a little something, and we '11 have every 

dog of them before night!' He "ras," said Uncle Solomon, 
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rr us lively as a bird, hut he never c:unc ho1ne till they 

brought hi1n hon1e." 
Then there ,vas the Bedford :\Iilitia, under Capt. ~loore~ 

I do not kno,v ,vhere they rallied. I 1night think, on the 
Conunon near the n1ecting-house. Perhaps, ho,,·cver, ns 
Capt. :\Ioore lived np the Concord ron,d, they n1ay have 
rallied there, and by that means may have got the start of 
the others. 

Both con1panies, h0,vever, "7"ere among the first on the 
ground. Ensign Page, it is said, laid do,vn his beautiful 
flag, ,vith its gilt fringe, on a stone, ,vhile he assisted in 
n1oving the stores, and ,vhen he came to look for it, the boys 
had got it and ,vere playing soldier ,vith it. 

The soldiers in the n1iddle of the to,vn who had been 
engaged in re111oving the stores, - 01.!,r soldiers among the 
rest, - "~hen they heard that the British ~,vere coming, went 
do,vn the road to reconnoitre. The Bedford minute-men were 
on the ridge ,vhen they_c:iught a glimpse of the approaching 
foe, and son1e of them said, as they looked upon their glit­
tering arms and accoutren1ents, flushing in the morning sun, 
ee "\\.,. e 1nust spoil their fine uni forn1s hef ore night." As 
soon, bo,vever, as they su,v them, and sa-,v ·what they were 
aiming at, all the A111ericans turned back and made haste to 

V 

get on the other side of the bridge,. where were some con1-
panics already gathering to prevent the British troops from 
seizing and destroying it. There, as you know, at the old 
NORTH B1uDGE, near ,vhere the n1onun1ent now is, ,vas the 
first vigotous encounter. There was the first British blood 

dra ,vn, and the British troops ,vere worste<l ·and compelled 
to retreat. 

You ,vill naturally inquire, ,vhere ,vere the Bedford men 
at that juncture? Happily, we kno,v ·where they were. 
The venerable Dr. Ri1)ley, of Concord, w-rote and published 
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a very carefully prepared pan1phlet on that bnttle, n1any 
years ago. In describing the forces that ,vere assen1bled on 
the -farther ~ide of -the bridge, he says (p. 17), ".A .. consider­
able number of the 111innte and n1ilitia con1panies of Bedford 
,vcre seasonably on the ground. The for1ner was co111-
manded by Capt. J onnthun vVilson, the latter by Capt. 
John 1\foore." Then, ufter various other matters, occupy­
ing several pages, he thus describes the order . of the battle : 

'' 1'he An1ericuns being ready, ~nd determined to move on 
the bridge, orders ,vere rene,ved " - the san1e orders that 
were given at Lexington - ,r not to fire, nor give any need­
less provocation, unless fired upon by the ····British; to which 
all assented. Col. Barret," of Concord, ,~ then gave oi~ders 

to .march, and directed ~iajor Buttrick," also of Concord, 
'' to take the cornmand and lead the companies." '' Capt. 
Davis," of Acton, the gallant Davis who fell there, at the 
head of his men, " f o llo,ved ·with his company." Then 
,: Capt. Bro,vn and Capt. ~iiles," both captains of Concord 
minute-men, ,t with their companies. Capt. Na than Barret," 

also of Concord, " with his n1ilitia company. The captains 
from Lincoln and Bedford ahove-nan1ed fell in under the 
direction of Col. Barret, ,vho continued on horseback in the 
rear, giving directions to the armed men ,vho were momently 
increasing in nun1ber." 

. '-' 

Dr. Ripley adds, p' The precise position of every officer 
and company cannot 110-\v be perfectly kno,vn. The for­
w~rd companies became more noticeable." And among 
these eight for,vard ones it should be noticed that t,vo, one 
fourth in nun1ber, were from oui-- own to,vn of Bedford. 

lu that battle, Thompson l\faxwell, a native of Bedford 
as I have snid, ,vas also present as a volunteer. He had just 
before rernoved his family to Amherst, N. H., hut he was 
still here personally at frequent intervals. '~ I remained," 
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he says, tt at my common avocations, till 1\pril, 1775. .Left 

Boston on the 18th, and got to 1ny native to,vn, and put 
up ,vith my brother "\Vilson, "-ho married my sister, and 
".,.ho ,vas a caphtin of minute-n1en. Next morning ~arly, he 
had orders to 111arch ,vith his company to Concord. He 
requested 1ne to go with him. I •·went, ".,.ell ar1ned, and 
joined i1r the fight. My brother v,rilson ·was killed. Next 

day I hired a man to drive my tea1n hon1e, and I never ,vent 
home till after the battle uf Bunker Hill.'' 

Mean,vhile, the excite1nent in Bedford ""as not quelled. 
~, All duy long," as I um assured by one "-ho had the 
account from an eye and ~ar ,vitness, r, the bells ,vere ringing, 

the guns ,vere firing, the people ""ere dashing hack and forth 
on horseback," and all that could he learned ,vas ''that there 
had been an awfhl fio-ht" and "ever so n1anv killed " It ,vas 

~ ~ 

not long after the Bedford con1panies had disappeared, that 
t,vo others, one from Reading and the other fron1 Billerica., 
passed through the to,vn ·-on their· ,vay to the scene of action. 
Both reached their places of destination, 1fen .. ian1's Corner, 
,vithin a fe,v n1inutes of each other, and "-ere there to n1eet 

the returning enemy, just as their flank guard descended 
fron1 the ridge. Both probably met here. Rev. l\1r. Fos­

ter, ,vho was a volunteer in the Reading company, says of 
• 

them, referring probably to that from Billerica also,. ,. v,r e ren-

dezvoused near the middle of Bedford, left horses, and 1narched 

forward in pursuit of the ene1ny." 
About the san1e hour, and perhaps in co1npany with one of 

the parties before n1entionecl, appeared here, tradition say~, a 
veteran, clerical volunteer. It ,vas the Rev. Isaac :,Iorrill, 
pastor of the church at , 7Viln1ington. I have heard of the 
anecdote as being told of another party, but I an1 quite sure 
that I am not mistaken in the person ; I have heard it often 
from the best authority, and besides, it seems in perfect keep-
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ing with his character. There is no,v in my possession n. scr­

n1on preached by him at "\Vihnington, April 3, 1755, e• to Cap­

taiii Phineas Osgood and his con1pany of soldiers, before their 

going out into J)ublic service." That ,vas ,vhen the N e,v 
~ ~ 

England States 1Yere straining eYery ne~~ve to defend their 

country fro1n cneroaclnuents in the old Freneh ,var. Its title 

is ee The Soldier exhorted to Courage in the Service of his 
King and Country, fro111 a Sense of God and .H,eligion." It 
has the true soldierly ring, and is as sound in morals and 

religion as it is brave and patriotic. The anecdote in ques­

tion is this : ,,Then the ne,vs of the morning reached "\iV il­
mington, Parson l\Iorrill at once seized his -gun and mounted 

his horse. As he passed through Bedford, he called to rest 

his ho1~se for a mon1ent at the house of his brother Penni­

man, and "~as surprised to find hi111 quietly at home. e~ vVhy, 

brother Penniman, are you here? ,vhy on such a day as this 

are you not at_ the scene of conflict?" te Oh, I can't go." 

,e Can't go? Yes, you can! Seize your gun, order your horse, 

and come along ,vith me." te Oh, I can't go, I can't go! You 

go and fight, and I ·will stay here and pray." 

The people, it is said, did not give him much credit for 

his prayers, seeing he ·would not act. But perhaps they 

misjudged hin1. · Every man is not fitted for every kind of 
. 

service. 

l\Ir. l\forrill, tradition says; hastened on, and was at 

l\Ierrian1's Corner in season to do good service, in the sharp 

conflicts ,vhich followed "?ith the retreating foe. 

But I must leave this. Capt. "\v.,..ilson, as you kno,v, was 

killed in the J1ot battles of the pursuit, having already gone 

th-rough some of the fiercest of then1; and Job Lane, one of 

Bedford's first n1en, severely wounded and disabled for life. 

Bedford was represented also in the battle of Bunker ( alias 

Breed's) Hill, by the two 1\-iaxw·ells. Hugh .was the senior 
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captain in Col. Prescott's regiment; Thon1pson, a licntcnnnt 

in Col. Reed's. I follow Tho1npson's narrative. Both 1Yere 
qn Breed'~ Hill on the afternoon of the 16th, at a consultation 
of the t"wo colonels. At Col. Prescott's request, · Gaptain 
l\[ax,vell, ,vho ,vas an engineer, '' laid out the ground for the 
entrenchn1ents." IIis brother t, set up the stakes after hiin." 

Prescott's regi1nent remained on the hill through the night. 
Reed's ,vithdre,v to their post on Charlesto,vn N eek at seven 
o'clock in the evening, but were back hy daylight on the 
17th. It ·was then that, on Captain ~IaxT\-rell's suggestion 
and Col. Prescott's order, the connecting link was forn1cd. 
het,veen the t, night's ,vork" and ,. the rail fence," and so the 

lines were con1pleted. The t,vo brothers executed this order 

in the san1e "-ray as the other. There Reed's regin1ent 
for1ned by Col. Prescott's order, and there Lieut. iiaxwell 
ren1ained, as he informs us, during the l;attle. He adds, 
,t v,,.., .. e were all drove from the hill. On our retreat we 

"~ent in disorder, 1nixed up~ 
And these are but distinguished specin1ens. All through 

that protracted war and the political moven1ents that ac­
con1panied it, the to,vn records, to a marvellous extent, 
beat puL,e by pulse with the action of the country. ~Ir .. 
Shattuck, in detailing the contributions n1ade here fron1 

• 
tiine to time to the burdens of the ,var, both of n1en and 
money, closes one of his pnragraphs ,vith a note of adn1ira­
tion, and another, the closing one, ,vith the re1nark, ~, ,vhen 

'---

it is recollected that the toT\711 of Bedford then contained onlv ., 

ahont four hundred and seventy inhabitants, it is truly "Ton­
derful that they could sub111h to so frequent and so heavy 
burdens of pecuniary and personal service.'' 

And ,vhen the great irrevocable step was to he taken, sun­
dering the colonies forever fi·on1 the British crown, it is on 
record that "tlie to,yn being n1et for the purpose of advising 
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their representatives ,vhether the Ilonorahle Congress should, 
for the safety of the colonies, declare them independent of 
Gi~eat Britain," the to,vn voted ,c That ,ve, the said inhabitants, 

"
1ill solemnly engage ,vith our lives and fortunes to support 

the1n in the n1easure." There may not have been n1uch­
pou·er, perhaps, there certainly ,vere not large nu1nhers or 
great resources, but surely there ·was n1uch ''pluck" and 
readiness,_ in what our daft, old roving Je8ter-C'haplin used to 
call affectionately, ~~ Our little disposition Bedford." 

In'' Shay's llebellion,'' as it has been called, ,vhich broke 
out several years later, the to,vn seems at first to have leaned 
strongly to,vards conciliatory measures. ·--in the first conven­
tion of dele!!ates fro1n the to,vns, ,vhich met at Concord, ....... 

Aug. 23, 1786, such 1neusnres scen1 to have prevailed; and 
to the second, ·which ,vas to meet on the 9th of September, 
its delegates ,vere appointed expressly r, in order to devise 

some salutary. measures to quiet the minds of any body or 
bodies of people that shall attempt to oppose governrnent in 
any unconstitutional manner ,vhatsoever." "\V .. hen, however, 

it became plain that attempts at conciliation served only to 
aggravate violence, the to,vn sho,ved its hand very decidedly 
in another direction. First a body of volunteers was called 
for, who should t, march to "\V orcester for the support of the 

Government" ; and for the encouragen1ent of such enlist­
n1ents, forty-t"~o shillings per n1onth 1vns a~reed upon. This 
body of volunteers, tradition says, was actually raised, and 
marched to \\' orcester under the comn1and of Capt. David 
Reed. Another body of men n1arched to Concord and then 
to Sto,v in order to join Gen. Lincoln's arn1y, under the 

··command of Capt. Christopher Page. It does not appear, 
ho,vever, that any active service ,vas requ1:red of either of 
them, and the insurrection, though very violent at first, was 
soon suppressed. 



ORATION. 2H 

In the ,var of the French Revolution, the people of this 

country took a deep and excited interest. At first it seemed 

to them all as if a ne,v millennium was breaking in, but as 

ti1ne passed, and they saw ,vhat atrocities were enact_ed, and 

ho,v perfectly mad 1nany of the actors seen1ed, thoughtful 

and conservative men began to pause. A little anecdote 

1nay serve to illustrate this. An old sage of Billerica, ·who, 

ho,vever, lived just on the border and bud n1nny connections 

,vith Bedford, and no doubt spoke its senti1nents, being 

a ,vay fi·om his hon1e, had occasion once to stop at a tavern. 

As he sat by the fire in the chiinney-corner, a co1npany of 

rather noisy young 1nen began discussing the French !{evolu­

tion. Not relishing their coarse jokes and profane expres­

sions, he kept silent, and being a plain fariner, they di<l 

not notice hin1. By and by, however, the conversation flag­

ging, they turned that way, hoping to get~ son1e sport out of 

hiln. '' Con1e, daddy," sai<l one of the111, ,~ w·hat do yon think 

of it?" ,r Hn111ph ! " said the old 111an and kept silent. 

ncon1e, come, old daddy," said they all, "you've got to 
tell us." At length the old n1an opened his lips, and began 
oracularly : ~, lVhen the French Revolution began, and they 

,vere struggling, as I thought, for liberty, I ,vent heart and 

hand ,vith them; but ,vhen they cast off fear, an<l restrained 
• 

prayer, gave their noble for ninepence, and their ninepence 
for nothing, then I gave 'ern np." ,~,,,ell done, daddy!" 

cried they ull, ~r "'ell done, daddy!" Ile said uft:erwar<l:s, "I 

felt small." 
In our o".,.n ,var ,vith Great Britain, the apprehension of 

French influence affected the n1inds of n1any. They thought· 

the ,var unnecessary, and that it was stiinnlated by the 
intrigues of :b"':rance. Still, "·hen ·we ,vere fititly in it, the .__ . 
people generally sustained the governn1ent. I ".,.ell re1nen1-

l >er the pauie, "·hen the apprehension got abroa<..1 that the 
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British ,vere about entering Boston IIarbor. The people of 

Boston scattered in every direction, several fa1nilies n1oved 

tip to Bedford,·- the Fitches and the Larkins and Esquire 

Hurd and his family, - and remained, I kncnv not ho,v long. 

About the same time a call ,vas made for the militia con1pany 

of Bedford. I ,vell remember the panic that pervacl<-~<l the 

families here, as they sa,v their husbands, brothers, and sons 

going forth, they knew not to ·what q.eaclly co11flicts. It ·was 

on a Sabbath afternoon thut. the con1pany set forth; they 

marched first to the meeting-house, ,vhere solen1n and ear-.._, 

nest prayer ,vas offered by the n1inister on their behalf, after' 
.,-_ 

wl1ich the co1npany ,vas drawn up on the Con1n1on, near the 

east end of the n1eeting-house, and the an1munition distrib­

uted to the soldiers, and then they 111archcd a way, and the 

people ,vith sad hearts returned to their places in the house 

of God. 
Happily for them all, the call proved to have been a, n1is­

tuke. It ·was another co1npany that ,vas intended. In a few 

days they we1·e released. I was playing by the roadside near 

the school-house, all alone, 111aking forts, I guess, in the cart­

ruts, ,vhen the sound of fife and dru111 caught my ear, and 

presently I saw the ",.hole company n1arch up the hill and 

pass by. 
These wars being over, the·re was, for n1any yea.rs, no 

general call for 1nilitary sacrifiees on the part of the people. 

Peace principles began to be carried to an extreme. oiany 
among us began to fancy that there ,vas to be no n1ore fight­
ing ; but the time for that was not yet. 

In our great and terrible civil "·ar, ,vhen fratricidal hands 
--\\,.ere raised for the destruction of the nation, our goocllv 

<...; •· 

town ,vas true to its anecstral character. The young 1ncn 
responded pro111ptly to its call for sokliers. The ,vo111en, 

young and old, bu~ied the1nselvcs in preparing co1nforts for 
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the sick and wounded, and lint to stanch the blood, which, 

they foresa,v, n)ight be soon flowing from the veins of 

sons, brothers, fathers, husbands, lovers, in the deadly 

conflict. S01n·e ,vent as nurses to the camp. Fourteen 

young men gave up their lives in the service. In various 
,vays, I learn on good authority, er not less than $5,000 was 

contributed to the ,var by this little to,vn." The Soldiers' 

~Ionument, a beautiful red granite obelisk, surn1ounted by 

nn urn, erected at au expense of about $1,600 in our beau­

tiful cen1etery, is :in affectionate_ ti·ihute to their n1e1nory 

fron1 the ladies of the to,vn. 

2. I pass no"r to consider n1y second proposed point, 

viz., the relations of Bedford, as a town, to the interest::; of 

the church nnd re1igion. 
'--' 

This part of the functions of a tow"I1 had its root in ,vhut 

,vus the prin1e ohject of the settlers of this country. ,v e 

have seen how this object stands foren1ost in all the plans and 

n10tiYes of the settlers h-ere, and the prominence that ,vus 

giYen it in the charter. 
'-' 

The n1eeting-housc, being no"r finished, at lenst so fiir 

as to be occupied, £40 _ ,vas raised ( the_ first 111oney ever 

raised by the to,Yn as such) '~ to rnaintain preacldng among 

us.'' 
• 

Next, ns in old Bible times, the people •r offered willingly," 
and a subscription of £17H 10.s. ,vas n1adc on the spot, in 

sums of fro1n £5 to £3 ti to n, 1nan. 

Then they held a fast, aud after the fast a town n1eeting for 
the election of a n1inister; and the choice fell on ~Ir. 

Nicholas Bowes. This done and the ter1ns for settlen1ent 

and salary agreed upon, the pastor elect signified his accept­

ance, and the ordination took place July 15, 1730. 

At the Ramo tiine, and hy the R:une eonn<:il, the church was 

organized. T'he covenant on which it was foundetl is ver·r .. 
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clearly and happily expressed and breathes an enrnest and 

evangelical spirit. T\venty~four n1ale 1nen1hers, inclu<li_ng 

tl1e pastor, set their names to it, and a fe,v ,veeks later the 

Lord's Supper wns first administered. 

Of the ministry of ~r. Bo,ves I glean bnt little. 

One eminent citizen of the town and n1e111her of the church, 

John Reed, Esq., made profession of his faith during his. 

ministry. We are already familiar ,vith his name by . its 

frequent recurrence in the to-wn records. He died Nov. 20, 

1805, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, during the n1inis­

try of ~Ir. Stearns, to whom he was ns a counsellor and a. 

father, and ,vho, at his. death, paid a nfost affectionate and 

ucln1iring tribute to his me1nory. 

11r. Bow·es sustained the office of minister here about 

t,venty-four years. Some occurrences of a painful nature, 

it is said, led to his dis1nission. There must have been, 

ho,vever, so1n:e redee~ing. features in the case, or the town 

,vould not have employed him five months after his dismis­

sion as a teacher of one of their schools, nor the military 

company already referred to hnve chosen hi111 for their 

chaplain. IIis disn1ission ·was given him by the chur<.!h 

Aug. 22, aud by the town Sept. 2, 1754. The ·whole num­

ber received into the church on profession of their faith 

during his ministry is one hundred and thirty-four. 

The next minister ,vas the Rev. Nathaniel Shern1uu, 

brother of that distinguished civilian, Roger Shcrn1an, of 

Connecticut, and grand-uncle of Judge E. R. Hoar, late 

attorney-general of the United States, and of I-Ion. George 

F. Hoar, United States senator from l\Iassachusetts. l\Ir. 

Sherman seems to have been n 1nan of earnest piety and 

ardent zeal; but he ,vas a n1nn of feehle health and thereby 

subject to frequent interruptions. The t<nYn denlt gen-·-
crously hy hin1 in providing for the supply of the pulpit 
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when he ,vas disabled, and only once seem to have got out of 
patience. It was during his ministry that Hugh Maxwell, 
1'-rhose name has been mentioned here more than once, came 
into the communion of the church. The lVIaxwell family 
came to this country from Ireland in 1733, and settled in 
Bedford. The parents were of the Scotch-Irish race, and 
very strict in their religious principles. Hugh wa.s but six 
weeks old when they embarked "Tith him for America. He 
must have had his home in Bedford about forty years. 
He was a fine _specimen of a Chr!stian soldier, as ardent in 
his piety as he was unflinching in the service of his country. 
He served not only, as I have said, five campaigns in the old 
French war, but through all the Revolutionary war,_ from 
Bunker Hill till peace ·was fully restored. It was in that old 
French war that he narrowly escaped butchery from the sav-

~ 

ages. And to the impressions made upon him in that provi-
dential rescue, he ascribed his conversion. The whole case 
is very tenderly related byhis daughter in a beautiful memo­
rial of him, in which we find this record : er At the age of 
twenty-two he joined the Congregational Church in Bedford, 
Rev. 1\1:r. Sherman, pastor, and during his whole subsequent 
life gave evidence that his professions were sincere." 

Some time after Mr. Sherman's settlement a contrgversy 
arose respecting the terms of church· membership. It was 
not peculiar to this town, but was one that was agitating the 
community of churches. The people differed ( some of 
them) from their pastor, and that led to his dismission. 
His ministry lasted only twelve years, during which, it is 
said, forty-seven were received into the church. 

The next minister was the Rev. Joseph Penniman. His 
ordination took place Nlay 12, 1771. A curious vote of the 
to,vn stands on record here : c, The to,vn voted that the day 

should be 'religiously observed, agreeably to the solemnity of 
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the occasion, that they were determined, as much as in them 
lay, to prevent all levity, prpfaneness, music, dancing, frol­
icking, and_ all other clisorders." Very .good in the main! 
It is to ·be hoped, 'however, that sacred music was not intended 
to be excluded. 

Mr. Penniman is said to have had some marked peculiar­
ities. ;His expressions in prayer, it is said, ·were sometimes 
grossly irreverent and familiar. In my childhood several 
such were currently reported. by the old people. Charity, 
however, would lead me to hope that some of them had got 
somewhat exaggerated. 

Ho,vever that may be, dissatisfaction at length ar:ose on 
several accounts. An ecclesiastical council ,vas called, and 
after three days' session, they advised unanimously a separa­
tion. The church and town accepted the decision, and he 
accordingly took his dismission Nov. 1, 1793. Thereupon, 
the town voted, "To __ exempt Mr. Penniuian's estate from 
taxation for five years, provided . he should continue · to 

occupy it so long." 
I come now to the ministry of Rev. Samuel Stearns. It 

,vas the last ministry which the town, as a town, had, and by 
far the longest. Having heard a large number of candidates, 
the church chose · him for their pastor and the town co~1-
curred, and having agreed wi~h him as to the provisions for 
his settlement and support, they made arr~ngements for the 
ordination.* 

Col. Timothy Jones made the generous offer to entertain 
the council and other ministers and candidates, free of 
expense, which offer was accepted. Five men were chosen 

* Mr. Stearns's salary was changed several times during his ministry, to 
meet the fluctuations of the currency and other changes of the times, and 
was not :finally settled un~il the year 1811. In this 1nattcr the town 
always man-ifested toward him a, genereus liberality. 
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as a committee to prop up the galleries, also to reserve seats 
for the church and councH, and pe,vs in the galleries for 
the ~ingers. 

The churches of Lexington, Bill~rica, second in· Woburn, 
Concord, Lincoln, Carlisle, A,.ndover, Epping, N. H., 
Chelmsford, and the Rev. Drs. Willard, President of 

Harvard College, and Tappan, Professor of Theology in 
the same, constituted the council. Rev. Mr. French, of 
Andover, preached the sermon. 

A little anecdote may serve bere to illustrate old · times. 

When the answer to the call was sent in, the new pastor's 
expected father-in-law passed a Sabbath in Bedford and read 

it to the people. On his calling the next morning at the 
house of one of the parishioners, conversation fell naturally 

upon the young lady who was to be the minister's wife. 

The story is, that the old grandfather, sitting in his big chair 
in the corner, put in a question, perhaps roguishly, '' Can --she work? Can your daughter work? ~, cc Work ! Oh 
yes," was the quick reply. ." I ,vish you could see. She 
,vorks laces and muslin beautifully ! " 

Mr. Stearns was the son of Rev. Josiah Stearns, of 
Epping, New Hampshire, a native of Billerica and a descend­
ant of one of the first settlers. · Hi~ mother was the• daugh­

ter of Rev. Samuel Ruggles, one of the ministers of that 
town. He was prepared for college at Phillips's Exeter 

.Academy, and was a protege of its honored founder. He 
passed the first two years of his college life at Dartmouth, 
and then_ removed to Cambridge, ,vhere he was graduated i~ 
1794. 

During all the early years of his n1inistry, he kept up very 

close and cordial relations with his Alma Mater, whose _pres­
ident and one· of the most distinguished members of its fac­
ulty, as we have seen, took part in his ordination. The~ ... 
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were accustomed to send to him their suspended students, 
and a long list, ~ncluding s_ome afterwards distinguished 
names, were from tin1e to time thus placed under his care 
and instruction. Among these was President vVebber's o,vn 
son, a young man of high promise and many attractive 
qualities, whose early death sent sorro,v into the hearts of 
many. During his stay here, the visits of President Web­
ber and his estimable lady were very frequent· at the pastoral 
mansion. In those days, when there ,vere no theological 
seminaries, young men preparing for the ministry were 
ac·customed to place themselves under the guidance and 

-·-
instruction of pastors con1petent to instruct them. Mr. 
Stearns, from time to time, had several, one of whom 
attained to high distinction. I refer to the Rev. Dr. ·vVillard 
Preston, of Savannah, who used to speak with much appar­
ent satisfaction of having preached his first sermon in our old 

first Bedford meeting-h<;>_u~~-
In those days, the demands on clerical hospitality were 

much greater than people now have any conception of. The 
country taverns "\Vere not al,vays a pleasant place of accom­
modation for travelling ministers. Hence those who were 
disposed to be hospitable found their hospitality often drawn 
upon quite beyond their convenience. Such was the -case 
not seldom at the pastoral house in Bedford, yet I never 
heard either its master or its mistress utter a word of com­
plaint, although the children, especially the boys, did some­
times experience rather -close packing. 

Mr. Stearns's ministry, reckoning it to the time when he 
ceased to pr.each for the t.own, e~tended over a period of a 
little les~ than thirty-seven years, or reckoning it to the time 
of his decease, a little less than thirty-nine years. 

It will, of course, be impossible for n1e even to a11ude to 
the many interesting events of that protracted period. The 
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good old fathers and mothers of the congregation came 
around him, and stood by him with a cordiality seldom real­
ized. They w:ere his counsellors, his supporters, his friends, 

and they, in turn, leaned upon him_ with affectionate confi­
dence;· and the young people, as they grew up, found in him 
the most cordial sympathy and the most tender interest in 
their v;-elfare. Nothing pleased him more than to engage 
their affections and make them happy, and nothing seemed to 
please them more than to attract his attention and win his 
smile of loving recognition. 

He preached regullrly on the Sabbath morning and after­
noon, -never in the evening in the earlier days. The old 
meeting-house, I fancy, never saw a light except through the 
doors and windo,vs, and never a fire, except in the foot­
stoves. 

There was no part of the worship in which Mr.· Stearns 
took greater pleasure than in the music, in which he often 
bore his part._ He had ~line tenor· voice, and in his college 
days had led the singing in the college chapel. If it chanced, 
as it sometimes did, that the choir was missing, the minister 
would set the tune and carry his own part ; and Uncle Sol­
omon Lane, who had a voice, as they used to say, heavy 
enough to '' make the sun1:mers start" in the old oaken ceil­
ings, would put in his bass ; and the ladies, with their sweet, 
gentle voices, would supply the treble, and the people gen­
erally liked it so well that the choir soon got reconciled and 
came back. 

As to evening meetings, they were not much approved in_ 
the early days, but prayer-1neetings were held at frequent 
intervals in private houses or at school-houses, and many 
other methods were from time to time adopted. Among 
others there was a society of the young people, called'' the 
catcchetical society," in which questions were given out, with 
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references to Scripture places, which the members were to 
find and write out/, and to bring them in at a subsequent 
meeting. ·The m1nister had also his semiannual '' catechis­
ing/' at which the children and youth used to attend, in 
numbers of from fifty to a hundred. For the younger ones, 
there was a book of easy. questions, and for the older, the 
larger and more abstruse one. To encourage attention to 
this last, it was provided that those who should recite the 
answers through at any one tim~, should be advanced to a 
special seat, called the '' spectators' seat." It was very sel­
dom that a meeting occurred, where there was not some one 

..-. 

or more, who aspired to that honor. Exercises like_ these 
have been superseded by better ones since the introduction 
of Sabbath schools. But Sabbath schools in those primitive 
days had hardly been thought of. 

In the visitation of the sick, Mr. Stearns was peculiarly 
assiduous. I have been astonished in looking over his mem­
oranda, to see how constant was his attendance, sometimes 
daily and even twice in the day, and from month to n1onth, 
on the sick and dying ; and very signal was his success, espe­
cially with the young, in soothing their sufferings, impress­
ing upon then1 the truths of the gospel, and preparing those 
who were approaching death for a peaceful and even joyou§ 
departure. I could mention names not a few, but that 
is not desirable. 

He took a deep interest, too, in the secular affairs of the 
town, and used to open the town meetings with prayer, 
but never voted, except for State officers and in State and 
national affairs. In these he was . always careful not to 
oe wantjng. I remember how the selectmen used to call 
upon him,· sometimes in a body, and walk with him to the 
place of assembling, and with what feeling of respect I used 
to look upon that dignified body of town magnates. It ,vas 
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one of the special advantages of the old town system, that 
the minister would regard the whole settlement as his charge, 
and its highest _,velfare, te1nporal as · ,vell as spiritual, as a 

proper subject of his attention. !fr. ~teurns felt this, in the 
early part of his ministry, to an e1ninent degree. He had 
taken Bedford as his cha~·ge, and having done so, he turned 
a deaf ear to the most flattering solicitation. · His n1otto 
was, "I dwell among mine o,vn people." One of the objects 
he had in view, in purchasing the fine, large estate in the 
middle of the town, which, ·with __ bis small settlement and 
moderate patrimony, he hardly felt able to do, was that by 
bringing the fi·ont lots into the market, he . might promote 
the prosperity of the to,vn. And so it proved. The first 
store ever built in Bedford was built on ground furnished by 
him for that purpose, and the first man th?,t ventured on so 
bold an undertaking was a young friend of his and of his 
noble ·wife, by ,vhose joint influence he ,vas induced to under­
take it. When he had leisi.fre or felt the need of recreation, 

nothing pleased him more than to go out into the fields with 
the farmers, and to talk ,vith them about their methods and 
the results, and haying had some experience in his youthful 
days, he would sometimes drop a valuable hint. One of the 
best farmers we ever had here used to say that l\Ir. Stearns 
first taught him the best ,vay to plough. And so it was, in 
di:ff erent ,vays and degrees, in respect to ali the interests of 
the people whom, without distinction of persons, he ,vas 
accustomed to call r, rny people.'' And the good old fathers of 
the to,vn saw and appreciated it. They confided in his judg­
ment; they made him chairman of their school cornmitt~e; 
they sought his counsel in things secular as well as religious. 

And here, I must not fail to mention one of our most char­
acteristic· parochial institutions. I refer to the annual wood.;. 
cutting, to. us boys at the old pastoral house, and perhaps 
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also to some of our young neighbors, about the-biggest hol­
iday of the year. As a pa~t of the salary of Mr. Stearns, 

/ 

tlie town- had agreed to give him r, t,venty cords of good, 
merchantable oak wood." It ,vns given out in parcels, 
larger or smaller, to the lo,vest bidder, and brought on sleds 
during the ".,.inter, and piled or -,, corded " up in sticks of 
four feet long and piles of four feet high, along the east ,vall· 
of the side dooryard. At the ~:larch 1neeth1g, the select­
men came, often in a body, and vie,ved and measured the 
wood, and if they found it satisfactory, ,vould accept it and . 
so report to the meeting. Thereupon, a time ,vould be 

...-. 

agreed upon, and an invitation given to meet and 'f give the 
minister a lift to,vards cutting it up." Early in the after­
·noon, the men of the town, old and young, ,vith axe on 
shoulder, gathered in the yard. And sure enough, it was a 
merry time,-forty or :fifty axes, ,vielded hy the strong, mus­
cular arms of .the farmer_s of the town, and two or three big 
saws, each plied by two o Id men, and the big chips flyillg h1 
every direction, and the boys running to and fro ,vith their 
wheelbarrows piling up the wood; and then the lunch; with 
the big table set out of doors, and the doughnuts and the 
delicious drop-cakes, and the bread and cheese, and the other 
refreshments, then regarded as salutary if only taken ve!y 
moderately, and the jokes and the laughs and the shouts, 
which no,v and then made the welkin ri~g. I tell you, it 
was a merry time in the old wood-yard on '' wood-cutting 

· day.'' 
But the most conspicuous event in the history of this min­

istry was the building of the new meeting-house in 1816 
-and 1817. It was a great undertaking as the times were. 
· But the people of the- town showed a large degree of resolu­
tion and unanimity. Of all the pew-holders, not more than 
t,vo or three showed any permanent dissatisfaction. The last 
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service in the old meeting-house wns held early in July, 
• 

1816. The sermon· of the day took note of the event, but 
did not dwell upon it. That venerable house had been the 

. . 
theatre of nearly ninety years of the experience . of this 
ancient tow·n. There had the four pastors of the church 
taken upon them thejr ordination VO"ws, there had the old 
fathers and mothers worshipped, and there had three gener­
ations of the children been baptized. There too, all through 
the memorable struggles of the Revolutionary period, had 
all the town meetings been held. But the dead past must 
not be. in the way of the living and in-breaking future. 
That very week, as I suppose, the frame was stripped; and 
the old, heavy, oak timbers came to the ground with a crash. 
vVhen the new frame was ready for the raising, the people 
assembled on and near the foundation, and ,vith a fe,v intro­
ductory words, the minister led them in prayer. It ,vas a 
bright July morning, and young and old felt the intensest 
interest. It was no triflitrg matter, to take up bodily the 
huge sides of that heavy frame and fix them together in their 
places, but the result was soon reached without accident. 
It took three days, however, to complete the raising, and 
then again, on the seventeenth day of the month, the 
people assembled, and the minister led them in a prayer of 

' 
thanksgiving, '' standing," the record says, ,eon the floor of 
the new meeting-house." Meanwhile, arrangements had been 
made to hold public worship in the school-house. The 
centre school-room. was in some respects well constructed 
for that purpose. The meetings were generally well 
attended. Every corner of the house, gallery, entry, and 
floor was occupied ,vith seats. The great wooden shutters, 
that separated the entry from the main room, were lifted up. 
We little boys had to sit on the steps fronting the desk, and 
sometimes . on the low, nan·ow steps leading to the higheit 

6 
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range of benches. On pleasant days, it was not uncommon 
to see the window-frames :filled ,vith eager faces of those who 

were stan1ing outside. 
The season proved to be one of peculiar religious interest, 

and was unusually fruitful ju Christian results. The interest 
was kept _ up duri:ng all that autumn and ,vinter, and in the 
spring, when Election Day came, that holiday of holidays in 
those times, at the particular request of th~ young peop~e, 
the pastor held a service specially for them, and preached to 
them a very tender and paternal discourse from the second 
book of Chron. xxv, 9; '' If thou seek Him, he will be found 
of thee." At the next communion in June, a company of 
seven made profession of their faith, among them the pastor's 
~ldest son, then a student at Phillips .Acaden1y. In a little 
more than a year, the nu1nber received rose to thirty, among 
then1 some who proved themselves, through a long course of 
years, among the most efficient members of-the church_ and 
citizens of the ·town. I well remember a. remark made by 

the minister as we were taking leave of that school-house 

sanctuary, that this had been to him one of the happiest 
years of his life. 

But we were all glad enough when the new house was 
:finished and we got fairly into it. The '' dedication day " 
was a great day in Bedford. Everybody congratulated the 
people. Many came in from the neighboring towns to 
attend on the services.· The music was prepared ~th great 
~are, and was sw·eet and stirring. The rich-toned bell rang 
out joyously from the steeple, a sound not heard before by 
us under our own Bedford skies, and the beautiful inside 

·, 

clock, with its rich gilded frame, surmounted by a gilded 
eagle with spreading . wings and a chain of gilded balls 
held in his beak, though not yet set in its place, was in full 

anticipation, and now as we look back, can hardly be sep-
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arated · in n1emory; and to us boys and girls, who had 
watched every timber and board and carving, as the work 
had gone on, the -whole result seemed .a peerless speciip.en 
of the best and· most fitting style of t, meeting-house ,, 

architecture. 
The bell, weighing nine hundred and ninety-three pounds, 

was in1ported from London by Mr. Jeremiah Fitch, a mer­
chant of Boston, and ~he clock was presented by him as a 

token of his affectionate interest in his native town. Bed­
ford never had a warmer friend or a more generous and un­
tiring benefactor. The widow's heart blessed him, the little 
children sa,v his carryall pass through the streets, as he 
came and went on his occasional visits, with a thrill of pleas­
ure, and in the pastoral house his name with young and 
old ",.as a household ,vord. 1\'Ir. Fitch was particularly 
interested in the children. It made a lively time in the old 
Centre School when one of his big packages of '' picture­
books ,~ ,vas handed in for -distribution ; and one scene has 
impressed itself unfadingly on my memory, in which the 
children in the summer. school, being formed into a proces­
sion under the leadership of ·the "schoolma'am," marched 
from the school-house to the Fitch mansion, and there being 
formed into a line, received each his little gift from the 
hands of two beautiful children of their .beloved benefactor. 

The large association of ministers, of which the pastor was 
a member, were here in a body. Bedford town, in her 
ecclesiastical capacity, had by the acknowledgment of all 
acquitted herself nobly, and was prepared to enter upon a, 

new era. 
Just one year after this, July 19, 1818, our first Sabbath 

school was organized. It was the result of a good deal of 
deliberation and forethought, and was at once attended ,vith 
decided success. Eighty-seven members were present at 
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the first meeting. The largest number at any one time ,vas 
ninety-eight, the smallest s~venty-four, the average eighty­
eight, the whole. number of different persons during the 
season one hundred and nine. 

The schoo I was divided into four classes, and each class 
. . 

into two divisions, the male and the female. Each division 
had its teacher. Mr. Benjamin Simonds was the first. super-

, 

intendent, and managed its affairs admirably.· The movements 
were all -conducted with a soldierly precision. Punctually 
at nine o'clock the exercises began, and punctually at the 
appointed moment we left the school for-_ the meeting-house. 
Each class walked in the order of its number, with its 
teacher at its head, and at the head of the whole column ,vas 
the superintendent. Sometimes in crossing the Common, 
the pastor, arriving from the other direction, would meet 
them at an angle, and he then taking the lead, the whole 
procession would file ..into the house, and then the whole 
company disperse to their places. I shall never forget those 
days, I am sure, or cease to hold them in grateful remem.;. 
brance. I have been acquainted with many Sunday schools 
since, and ·witnessed the introduction of many Sunday-school 
improvements ; but after all, none occupies a more conspic­
uous· place in my memory, or a wa1:.mer one in my hea~, 
than our~ dear old first Sabbath school in Bedford. 

But I must not d,vell longer on this ~epartment of rriy 
subject. The mip.istry of Mr. Stearns was, as I have said, 
the last ministry in ,vhich the town, as such, exercised 
its functions. The town of Bedford, in its organic capacity, 
ceased to act a little less than forty-six years ago. It 'Yas 

·-an excellent arrangement at the beginning, - this constitut­
·iug towns into parishes, and making man, woman, and child 
interested in and responsible for the support of ):eligion, 
but it ceased to be so the moment men began substantially 
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to differ. The moment the disagreement became general, 
the system was doomed. Thenceforth, they who differed ju 

opinion had to become separate· in action. I do not propose 
to . discuss here the movements that led to the separation. 
I was here on the ground during most of them, a not unin­
terested observer; although, not being at that time a legal 
voter in the town, I took no part in its proceedings. l\'Iuch 
there was that was painful about them. I have never been 
disposed to hold my fellow-to·wnsmen on either side as alto­
gether responsible for that. They _ did not originate the 
moven1ent. It was the result of a great tidal wave of chang­
ing opinions and newly awakened activities, which ,vas 
sweeping over this whole region and was predestined . to 
reach Bedford sooner or later. Different persons regarded 
the same measures in different lights. I am . not here to be 
either an umpire or a partisan. The whole proceedings were 
related, as I think, in a very candid manner, many years 
ago by my lamented brother·;-the late President Stearns, of 
Amherst College. If any desire to read his narrative, it is 
to be found on the pages of the " Congregational Quarterly " 
for 1868. He says, in conclusion, "If ·we have said enough 
to meet the demands of the case, let everything else unpleas­
ant be buried forever." Believing that enough has been ~aid 
by all of us, and perhaps more than enough, I say with 
him, '' Let everything else unpleasant be buried forever." 

But I have a word or two n1ore to say, before leavi_ng this 
subject. The proper functions of the town, in its corporate 
capacity, ceased, as I have said, in this department, with 
that separation ; but their results are not lost, and the 
responsibility which was once borne and discharged so ,vell 
under the old system has not ceased, but is only transferred. 
"Te have now here two religious societies, each organized 

'--' ~ 

upon its own principles, the heirs respectively of the old 
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church, and the old town in its· ecclesiastical capacity. Let 
them now, each by their- o,vn methods, and according to· 

their own convictions of the true and the right, responsible 
only to God, and paying all due deference to each other,. 
combin~ their strength to n1ake this whole favored popula­
tion, with all that shall arise in it or come into it, in the 

highest, fullest sense of the word:::;, a . p~re, ten1pe~ate, 
upright, God-fearing and God-loving people ! And n1ay God 
Aln1ighty bless them both in so doing, and guide them in 
HiR ,vay ! 

3. There is one more departinent ..of my subject which 

I must not leave altogether unnoticed. It is the -relations 
which our to,vn of Bedford has sustained to the general wel-

'-

fare and improvement of its own citizens and of the co1nn1u~ 

nity around it. 
One of the first things that ~ngaged. its attention ,vas 

the conditioi1 of the -roads. It 1nust be remembered that the 
territory \V hich Bedford occupied·· ,vas composed of the out­

most wings of t-wo contiguous towns. Of course it had 
really no centre, and no suitable systen1 of interco1n1uuuica­
tion. The roads, if such they might be called, were like 
those old streets of New Amsterdan1, described by v\~ashing­
ton Irving in bis'' Knickerbocker," ,vhere, the magistrates -not 
being up to their duty, the cow8 took up the matter and 
trod them out as they went to and fro between barn and 
pasture, according to their o,vn sweet will. 

During the first twenty-four years of its corporate existence 
this to,vn was chiefly occupied wi~h this matter. t( Hearing 

' . 

the reports of ccnnmittees, laying · out new bighwn,ys, ,vi<len-
ing paths into comfortable roads, changing the position of 
roads, chiefly engrossed the attention of every to,vn 1neet­
ing." At the first settle1nent of the town, there sccn1s to 
have been no direct road to Lexington, except through 
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'' gates and bars." So with the road to Concord. These 
beautiful streets, ,vith their fine shade trees and smooth car­
riage-paths and. sidewalks and the ,vell-built thoroughfares, 
leading in every direction to the adjacent towns, and through 
the1n to every part of the country,· have been the result of 
years of hard labor, perseverance, and expense. It is indeed 
exceedingly difficult, even for· the local antiquarian, to find 

out where the first paths ran. They went straggling hither 
and thither, and most of them were hardly better than foot 
or bridle paths. The people had then no vehicles except 
carts, horse-sleds,. and the like. They came to meeting, for 
the most part, either on foot or on horseback, the husband 
sitting on the saddle, the wife on the pillion behind him; and 
the children tucked· in here ancl there, ,vherever there ,vas a 

place to bestow them. 
One of the t,vo old horse-blocks which were conspicuous 

at the two ends of the old meeting-house, I understand, is 
still in existence. That tells the story. It ought, I think, 
if it ,vere possible, to be brought out of its hiding-place, and 
exhibited here to-day as one of our most significant antiqui­
ties. 

Gradually, however, the routes becoming fixed and the 
paths straightened, the whole became consolidated into a 

very comfortable, if not very direct system of carriage­
roads. :O,Iost of these remain to· the present day, and ·wind­
ing sweetly over hill and through hollow, affording some of 
the most charming glimpses and surprises of natural scenery, 
far tnvay to the Monadnock and )Vachusett 1\1:ountains, being 
kept in goocl condition, as they have been and no doubt can 
be at a moderate expense by the to,vn, still constitute and 
will continue to constitute, by the pleasant drives "?hich 
they afford, one of the most charming and attractive features 
of the place. 
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But the advance of business and the opening up of the 
interior ~ountry -/at length ·began to require facilities for 
n1ore distant intercommunication. In the year 17!:J 1, a pro­
ject ,vas · started for a new road with a new bridge over 

Concord River to Carlisle. Bedford shrunk from it at first: 
very little of the advantages and a large share of the expense,_ 
she perceived, was to come upon her. -VV:h~n, however~ it 
,vas proposed, four years later, to carry it through and make 
it a thoroughfare, she took hold of it in good earnest and 
performed her part liberally and energetically. She gave 

orders that the town should be divided--- into eight districts 
or wards for the raising of the means, and clothed her large 
_comn1ittee with ample powers to build and con1plete the road 
on her side of the river, award dumages to the parties who 
should suffer from it, and assess the inhabitants for the 

expense. 
It has proved, I believe, ever 8ince, a very valuable avenue 

of communication, and contributed an in1portant part to,vards 
the convenience and prosperity of the to,vn. 

Many years later, about the year 1823, another enterprise 
of a similar character engaged the attention of the people. I 
refer to what was kncnvn at the time as the Chelmsf ord_road. 
It was designed to open a new channel of communication 
between Boston and the northwestern portion of New Eng­
land, the southeastern terminus being in Bedford. It was ·a 
county road, and the county con1n1issioners of course took 
the responsibility; but the wishes of the towns lying along 
the route had an influence with them, and those towns, ·-
.in turn, had tb bear each their part in the expense. The 
project met, in some quarters, ,vith a very determined 
opposition; in one case, the bridge by which it was to pass 
the Concord River was demolished bv a lawless mob; but it ., 

,vns carried through. I well remember the demonstratio11s 
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of delight with which its friends hailed its completion, the 
great sleigh-ride with which they celebrated it, and the 
:flaunting guide-board with which they marked the corner, at 
which it terminated at the Bedford end, ee Free Road, Free 
Trade, and Teamsters' Rights." 

The expectation and completion of this road again gave a 

new spring to the activities of the town. New houses were 
erected, new stores and places of public entertainment 
opened. Those whose memory extends to tha.1: time will 
readily recall the large, spreading wagons, loaded with 
barrels, that passed through our street in the summer, and 
the long train of pungs, that peculiar species of sleigh, laden 
with produce from New Hampshire an<l Vermont, some of 
them having passed through the Notch of the White ~Ioun­
_tains, and every one of them made picturesque if not ghastly 
by one, t,vo, or three large hogs' carcasses with snouts pro­
jecting, on their way to the.. :Boston market ; and how dole­
fully, ,vhen they got caught in a tha,v, the clumsy vehicles 
grinded their "\"\'"ay back through the mud ( every man walking 
by the side of bis team and sometimes lending it a lift), 
bringing up loads of merchandise of various sorts, adapted to 
country use and for the supply of the country trade. 

That was a hard way of transportati_on, no doubt, b'ut it 
displayed a merry scene to the lookers-on, ,vhen, on a fine 

day, the long trains, sometimes a hundred or more in a train, 
came coursing down the road and drew up in front of one of 
the taverns, seeking refreshment for man and beast, or per­
haps lodging for the night. 

· It was in close connection ,vith the opening of this road, 
and over its track, that our first stage-coach, running from 
Concord, N. H., to Boston, made its regular trip through 
Bedford; and when that failed, the Carlisle road afforded 

the requisite facilities, and for many years there was a stage 
7 
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passing through the town over Carlisle Bridge, between 
Groton and Boston. N ff\V' the introduction of railroads has 
superseded all that sort of transportation, and after a lqng 
course of efforts, ,vith many discouragements on the part o_f 
the people here, the MIDDLESEX CENTRAL, with a station 
within ten minutes' walk of the centre of the village, and with 
eight trains each way in a day, making conn_ection with .the 
great lines of transportation to all parts of the country, bas 
left little to be desired in that· department. Till about 1821}, 
Bedford had no post-office. Now, the telegraph conveys our_ 
messages to the remotest regions, and the wires of the tele­
phone, already stretched through our streets, will soon 
enable us to talk lip to lip across the breadth and length 
of the continent. 

But the industrial interests of our community are of even 
more importance to it than its communications. Bedford 
was, in the beginning, aln1ost exclusively a farn1ing town. I 
dare say the mothers and sisters of the olden time spun as 
good thread and yarn, and wove it into as good homespun 
cloth, as most of their neighbors. But manufacturing as a .__, .. -
business had not been tried here. Mr. Shattuck says of it, 
'' Bedford is not very well situated for an ngriculturaL town. 
About half of it is meadow land, unimproved and partly 
incapable of improvement." No doubt such was the case, and 
more even might have been said. Our fathers had a pretty 
hard task set them to perform. But how have they 
fulfilled it? Look over these beautiful, smooth fields, ,vith 
their rich )lurden of sweet hay ,vhich has but just now been 

__ removed into the barns, or those green corn-fields, ,vhere 
every stalk looks as if it might be a vast cluster or sheaf of 
living emerald, or those orchards, loaded ,vith red apples 
and luscious pears. IIow can1e they to be ,vhat they are? 
Look back a fe,v years. 'fangled s,va1nps, ·wet 1uea<l-
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ows, producing nothing but the coarsest of wild grass, 
rocky pastures, ,vhere the huge stones lay so thick together 
that the co,vs and even the sheep could scarcely g~t their 
noses between them ! Look at those heavy stone-walls ! 
"\Vho piled those huge stones ? "\Vho dug them out? Who 
was bold enough to put a plough between them as they lay 
in their original places? Depend upon it, there has been 
hard work done here with brawny arm and back and sweat­
ing brow, and there has been n1uch wise, prudent, and 
enterprising management. I honor-the men who can grapple 
with the forces of nature aI?,d reduce them to submission, and 
so make of the tan2"led wilderness a f111itful field and a 

V 

garden of beauty ! And there has been a great deal of this 

laborious transforming work done here. Witness, for exam­
ple, the beautiful grounds and picturesque ~lakelet and com­
modious hotel at Bedford Springs. vVho that remembers 
that spot _as it was forty years ago could have supposed such 
a transformation possible ? 

But the activities of the people of the town have not been 
al ,vays and exclusively confined either to the cultivation or 
improvement of the soil. If tradition tells tr!lc, most or all 
of these little streams, some of which at the present day 

' hardly do more than trickle through· their obscure channels, 
were once the source of a very c0nsiderable degree of mill. 
po-\ver which did not fail to be utilized by the people. Here, 
it is said, there was a fulling mill, and there a gun factory, 
and there again a carding mill, a saw mill, and a grist mill. 

Some of these have been in active operation ,vithin a few 
years. One of them, it is said, was so before the time or 
King Philip'.s war. At one of them was established, not 
long since, a very thriving 111anufacturing enterprise, ,vhich 
bade fitir to be permanently successful. But in the full tide 
of its activity, a disastrous fire destroyed both the building 
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and the machinery, and the workmen were dispersed and the 

undertaki~g abandoned. 
The town was .also, at one time, the seat of a very success­

ful manufacture of ,vhat ,vere called ~, sale shoes," that is, 

such as were designed for the general market. It was intro­
duced here by 1\1:essrs. John Hosmer and Jonathan Bacon as 

early as 1805, and is believed to have been one_ of the first ,of 
the kind in the country. It ·was pursued afterwa1·ds by the 
Messrs. Bacon, Simonds, Chamberlin, Billings, and others. 

About 90,000 pairs are said at. one time to have been made 
in the town annually. The numerous workmen employed 

increased its population, the crowds of young apprentices 
filled its schools, and the shops where hands were busily 

employed, and wits and tongues perfectly at liberty, were the 
scene of a social as well as industrial activity which reminded 

one of the hum of a beehive. 

It may he thought this department of the activities of the 
town belongs rather to the enterprise of individuals than to 
the agency of the body politic, and so it does. But the two 
agencies cannot be separated. They act and react constantly 
on each other.,. The town itself acquires a character which 
reappears in that of individuals, and the individuals have a 

character which they impart to the town as a body. It is 
through the peace, order, and security which the town gov­
ernment insures to all the inhabitants, and' in which they all 
partake, that the energies of individuals are best stimulated 
and their true manhood and sense of personal responsibility 
and self-re!iance called forth. The industrial interests of 

.our towll. have had their :fluctuations, their successes, and 
reverses ; but few towns, I think, in proportion to its 
numbers and facilities, can sho,v, on the whole, a better 
record. 

I intended to speak some,vhat fully of the history of our 
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schools. It is to · me an exceedingly interesting one, and 

highly creditable to the people concerned in it. 
It will be recollected that this subject ,vas- an1ong t~e con­

ditions of the charter. The people must '' provide a school 
to instruct their youth in ·writing and reading." 

The first record ,vhich I find of their action is in the year 
1732. The to,vn then decided that they would have a school, 
and appropriated five pounds for the purpose. The next 
year again, they voted to have one, "but not at the centre." 
It was to be what was termed a ft moving school," and four 

men were appointed to move it, that is, to change the place 
of holding it, '' at their o,vn discretion." 

A committee of three was appointed to provide a master, 
and ten pounds ,vas appropriated to sustain it. By and by 
they felt the need of a school-house, and a dwelling-house 
was 'purchased and fitted for that purpose. That now be­
came the fixed place for the-school. It stood near the west 

side of the Common and not fur from the meeting-house. 
But there was need of schools in the "Quarters," and they 
made provision for one in each, the people furnishing room 
and fuel. During all this period, the appropriation ranged 
from ten to thirteen pounds for the ye~r. 

Then the Revolutionary war broke out, and for many years 
seems to have absorbed everything. 

That being over, the subject was again taken up. All the 
previous action ,vas reconsidered and a ne,v plan adopted. 
The town was divided into five districts and a plan adopted 
for the erection of five school-houses, none of then1 to be 
placed more than a n1ile and a half from the 1neeting-house. 

V 

Those in the Quarters ,vere first undertaken. A committee 
of t,velve men was appointed, and eighty pounds was appro­
priated for the purpose. 

This work being accomplished and the schools all well 



54 ORATION. 

settled in their respective districts and each provided ,vith a 
ne,v au<l. suitabl~ school-house, the town proceeded, in the 

year 1804,. to adopt a plan for their permanent management, 
and for this end a committee of :five men were appointed. 
It consisted of Rev. Samuel Stearns, vVillinm l\ierriam, 
William Webber, Thompson Bacon, an<l. Col. Timothy Jones. 
At a subsequent meeting, this committee brought in a full 
and elaborate report. It contained seven articles : :t{ o school 
master or mistress ,vas to b~ accepted unless " qualified 
according to law." The ,vinter schools were to be opened 
and closed ·with prayer. The Bible was to be read in the 
schools daily. The Assembly~s catechisn·f was to be taught 

in it. The masters were required to "impress upon the 
min<ls of their pupils the principles of virtue and piety, as 
connected ·with their respectability and usefulness in life, 
and also as highly essential to the support and well-being of 

our free Repub~ican Form of Governu1ent." A school com­
mittee was provided for and their duties p:rescribed. They 
were to use their endeavors to secure constant attendance 
on the part of the pupils, and thos~ whose parents ·were 
unable to furnish them ·with books were to be furnished at 
the expense of the town. They ,vere also to ,c: examine the 
schools according to law," ancl make report of their condi­
tion, and a11 difficulties that might arise in the schools ,vere 
to be adjusted by the committee, according to their own 
wisdom and good judgment. 
. This last provision proved itself, in many a difficult crisis, 
a most salutary resort. It would often happen that some 
pretty rough elements would find their way into the schools. 
Of course complications would arfse, requiring no small 
degree of vigilance, resolution, and decision on the part of 
the committee. I have in my mind two or three, which 
came more or less under my O'\,n observation, but I will 
mention but one. 
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That admirable old gentleman and admired preacher, the 
Rev. Dr. Gannett, of Boston, "~hose sudden death, by rail­
road accident, sent sorro,v and consternation through the 
whole community a fe,v years ago, in his early college life 
came up to Bedford one ,vinter to keep a school in one of our 

districts. I-Ie ,vas young and delicate an<l refined. The 
rough, lubberly boys soon sa,v that he could not stand 
rough handling : they put him do,vn, they run all over him, 
they did just as they chose ; and the hardly less lubberly 
fathers got up an irregular district. meeting, and forth,vith 
voted him out. But passing through the middle of the town, 
on his way to Cambridge, he called on the chairman of the 
committee to bid him good by. Inquiries were made. 
The true state of the case ,vas divined. "This is all ,vrong,'' 

said the chairman. '' I will call the committee together, and . 
,ve will have the matter investigated, and if you will come. 

up, I ,vill notify you of the time, and you shall have a 
hearing.'' It ,vas done a-c-cordingly. The district were 
invited to be present. The boys and 1nen ,vere questioned, 
and the men required to bring in all their charges. Mr. , 
Gannett was there. All parties ,vere heard. The com-
1uittee can1e unanimously to a decision, exonerating the 
master from all blame, and reinstating him in his place; ,and 

then granting him a dismission on his ff\Vn request, they gave 
him a very kind and cordial testimonial. The gentle youth 
,vent back cheered to his home, but he never forgot it. You 

will :find, I think, some traces of the case in .the admirable 

memoir of him prepared for the press by his son. 
The schools of Bedford, as far as I have had occasion to 

· know of them, have been in general of a high order. It was 
only occasionally that serious difficulties arose in them. 
The adn1irable regulations of which I have given an abstract 
were renewed substantially :fifteen years later, on the rec-
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ommendation of a much larger committee, and with a few . ~ 

changes, adapting them to the changing times, continue, I 
believe, to_ be the· la,v of the schools here to the present day. 

Bedford has had, I think, no permanent high school or 
academy. One of the latter order ,vas at one time contem- . 
plated, but as there were several such institutions within 
easy access, it was not thought best to attempt it. How it 
was and where it was that the early college graduates 
obtained their preparatory instruction does not appear. 
Perhaps it was in their minister's study. Several of them, 
however, appear on the college catalogues. And one of 
them, Job Lane, who was graduated at Yale in 1764, 
attained to high distinction, was a tutor in the college, and 
his monument, which still remains in New Haven, bears a 
highly laudatory inscription in Latin. He died at the age of 
twenty-seven, Sept. 16, 1768. The whole number of col­
lege graduates _from the town, as far as I have ascertained, 
is eighteen, besides those who have received professional 
degrees. · 

Private schools, ho,vever, from time to time, supplemented 
the instructions of the town schools. Such a school, for 
example, was kept for a considerable time for young ladies 
by Mr. Stearns, in the early part of his ministry, and pupils 
from Concord, and even from Boston, came and availed 
themselves of the benefit. Such a school was kept for a 
time, also, by Miss Phrebe Sprague. Mr. Stearns had also 
private pupils,. fitting for college, or pursuing some branches 
not ordinarily taught in the common schools. There was 
also a singing-school almost every winter in the centre 
school-house, at which all the young people throughout the 
town had the privilege-to attend. 

Bedford s~hools come up in vivid remembrance to some of 
us as we gather here on an occasion like this, - the spelling-
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matches and the ex:unination days, the snow-ballings and the 
wrestlings, the competition and the successes or failures, 
the merry shouts that made the " welkin ring," and the 
chasing of one · another over the benches when the. magic 
words ,vere uttered, "The school is disn1issed." The dear 
old teachers, some of. then1, however, not much older than 

some of their scholars, ,vho indeed '' corrected us," so'lne of 
us, "and we gave them reverence," at lea.st after a while, -
}laster Chandler, Master Wheeler, Master Simonds, Joel 
Fitch, Philo Litchfield, Jesse Robinson, Miss Lucy Porter, 
Miss Betsy Sprugue, Miss Patty Stearns, l\fiss Sarah Gragg, 
-how they come gleaming.in upon the memories. These are 
all gone now ! But there is one left, and in '' my heart's just 
estimation, prized above" them all, whose prolonged life 
still leaves her among us at the ripe old age of ninety-two . . 
Yes, yes ! I shall not easily forget the tender care, the 
gentle correction and encouragement, which, at the tenderest 
age, I received, the :first summer after her marriage, from 
Ruhamah Lane. 

But most are gone, and the dear companions of our boy­
hood and girlhood, they too are getting fewer and fewer. 
Soon shall we all be " dismissed." May we get safely home ! 

But I must leave this subject, tempted as I am to pt;trsue 
it. Our hour is more than out. I have· come hither, fellow­
townsmen and friends, to enjoy with you this gladsome anni­
versary. I have felt myself highly honored by your choice 
of me for this service ; but many a time since I undertook 
to perform it have I wished most profoundly it had fallen 
into some more able and readier hands. 

And now what have we to do? We have glanced over the 
past, and have been proud to see that our predecessors have 
proved themselves so worthy of their trust and privileges. 
Well it is · that we should keep their memories fresh, and 
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teach our children and our children's children to emulate 
their virtues. 

Bedford has within her borders one memorial of the past 
which is of great interest. I refer to what is known both in 
our topographical and our civil history as '' Brother Rocks," 
t'wo large masses of granite, standing face to face "~ith each 
other near the bunks of our beautiful Concord River. 

John Winthrop and Tho1nas Dudley ,vere two_ of our first 
men in the early colonial days, the one the governor and 
the other the deputy governor of what is now our goodly 
Commonwealth. They had di.ff ered with each other, and the 
contest at one time became sharp. But they came up here to 
look after their lands. '.' They went to Concord," we are 
to,d, "to view some lands for farms, and going do,vn the 
river about four miles, made a choice of a place of one thou­
sand acres for each of them." There they halted. The con­
test between them was now for precedence in concession, and 
each '' offered the other the- -first choice." Finally Winthrop 
prevailed, and the first choice was accepted by Dudley. 
" So," the story proceeds, "at the place where the deputy's 
laud was to begin, there were t-wo g1·eat stones, which they 
called the two brothers, in remembrance that they were 
brothers by their children's marriage, and did so brotherly 
agree." 

The General Court, we are told, in adding shortly after to 
the governor's land, "adopted the name of the rocks," in the 
act making the grant. 

Now what I wish to suggest is, if the intrusion may be 
pardoned, that this most interesting memorial, standing as it 
do~~ on our o-wn soil, in that part of Bedford known of old 
as Winthtop Fa1r1ns, ollght to be carefully preserved and 
made as attractive and accessible as may be. We have 
many monuments all over the land to victories in war, and 
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the heroic men that achieved them. But here is one per­
fectly unique. It is to victory over self, to brotherly love 
and mutual deference, to peace and good-,vill ! Bedford 
Tou'n, it seems to ·me, ought to secure the custody and man-

L,; • 

agement of it. And an immecliate movement to that effect, 
pardon the suggestion, ,vould be a most fitting sequel to this 
our sesqui-centennial anniversary. 

The past has its claims, but the past itself is in order to 
the futu1·e. The old, even of the now present generation, 
are fast passing from the stage ; but the young, full of vigor 
and hope, are pressing on. Let young and old to-day clasp 
hands in mutual covenant,. that, come what will, we will 
never sho,v ourselves un,vorthy of our birthright ! 

"\Ve, "Tho return no,v from this venerable spot to our 
respec~ive fiel<ls of labor and responsibility elsewhere, shall 
carry with us a profounder sentiment of respect and honor, 
and warmer :filial affection for this, our own mother to-wn, 
than we have ever cherished-before. 

And let those who still enjoy the privileges of residents 
and citizens resolve with all their hearts to do the best in 
their power to make this beautiful and salubrious spot one 
of the most desirable, and that morally and religiously, 

as well as physically, in all the land, this goodly to,vn a 
• 

very je,vel in the crown of her country and a source of 
blessings to all coming generations. 





SKETCH OF THE CELEBRATION. 

ON the 30th of September, 1878, the citizens of Bedford, in 
town meeting legally assembled, voted to celebrate the one hun­
dred and fiftieth year of their incorporation ; and chose a co1nmittee 
of five "to carry the action of the town into effect." 

This committee organized by the choice of J.\,Ir. Josiah A. Stearns 
as chairman, and the Rev. George E. Lovejoy as secretary. Several 
meetings were held. The 27th of August, being the anniversary of 
the assembling of the General Court that granted the charter, was 
fixed upon for the celebration. 

A few preliminary arrangements were made, and the subject was 
reported to the town, with a request to enlarge the committee, and 
also to appropriate a moderate sum for the defrayment of neces­
sary expense. 
· It was discovered that such an appropriation could not legally be 

made, and that matter was dropped. 
The town, however, enlarged the committee, gave them full 

power to fill vacancies and appoint all needed subcommittees; and 
then selected the Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., of Newark, 
N. J., one of Bedford's native·sons, to deliver an historical address. 

The committee now began to work in earnest. l\'Ieetings were 
held nearly every week ; but as the business pressed and anxieties 
increased, it was but natural that some should become discouraged 
and withdraw. The places of such, howev-er, were soon filled, and 
those who now constituted the committee determined to persevere. 
They selected Mr. 0. J. Lane for treasurer, and then sent forth, to 

' all friends of Bedford, a circular, inviting contributions in sums of 
five dollars, more or less, to forward the cause. 

This met a very general and gratifying response. To inspire 
further enthusiasm, a grand rallying meeting was held, at which the 
"\Vo burn Band was employed, and speeches were made by the Rev. 
l\Iessrs. Reyno!ds, Patrick, and Batt, the Hon. Jonathan A. Lane, 
and the president and secretary of the committee. A general 
interest was aroused, and everybody was willing to aid by funds or 
by work. 
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Mrs. M. R. Fletcher gave the use of her beautiful fields near the 
Common for an assembling groun<l and a place to spread the 
mammoth tent. Ooo set of individuals contributed money for 
putting things in order about the ancient meeting-house, and repair­
ing and painting the Common fence; another, at the other end of 
the street, headed by l\Ir. Frederick B. Cutter and hjs father, pre­
sented and erected an elegant liberty-pole, while still another col­
lected a liberal sum for fire-works in the evening. Materials were 
freely loaned for tables and seats in the tent, and for arranging the 
antiquarian-room. Intelligent, gratuitous labor was also lavishly 
given. EYen the selected orator, _though offered pay, declined to 
receive any pecuniary compensation. T~e town became every­
where alive with preparation. The committee's plans rapidly 
matured. The governor and other distinguishe_(l gentlemen invited, 
sent in letters of acceptance or of cordial encouragement. 

The streets were adorned, and private residences were profusely 
decorated. The morning of the 27th of August saw everything in 
readiness for the following programme. 

1729. 1879. 

SESQUI-CENr.rENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF THE TOWN O:B, BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETrs. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 1879. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

1. SALUTE AT SUNRISE BY BATTERY. 

2. PROCESSION AT 9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Exercises in the Tent at 111-2 o'clock A. M. 

1. Music BY THE BAND. 

2. PRAYF..R BY THl~ CHAPLAIN, Rev. Grindall Reynolds. 
3. INTRODUCTORY RE:\IARKS by the president of the da..y, Josiah A. Stearns, 

Ph.D. 
4. ORIGINAL ODE by the president of the day. 

('.rune, " Scots, wha ha'e.") Sung by the audience. 

Let us, o'er the lengthened way 
Turn a backward thought to-day, 
And the fathers' worth display. 

Bless the noble men ! 
How with saintly step they trod, 
Bowed the heart to worship God, 
Scattered light and truth abroad, 

Taught them to their boos! 
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Oh, when wild the savage strode, 
Filled with terror each abode, 
How their breasts with courage glowed, 

Trusting still in God ! 
l\ilanly lessons thus they learned, 
Every tyrant spirit spurned, 
And with noble ardor burned, 

Ever to be free. 

Backward still exulting look, 
See the stand the fathers took, 
When the nation's pillars shook-

Briton burst in twain! 
All the world sent forth a shout, 
Passed the joyous word about,­
" Tyrants everywhere in· rout, 

Let us all be men ! " 

Grateful children as we stand, 
Loving sons of noble band, 
Grasping each a brother's hand, 

Like them, let us be! 
Fan the patriot flame yet higher, 
All to noble deeds aspire, 
Make the gazing world admire 

Worth and liberty 1· 
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5. HISTORICAL ORATION, by Re;: Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., of Newark, 
N. J. 

6. PS.ALl\I lxxviii. 
(Tune, St. Jfartin~s.) Sung by the audience standing. 

7. BK;l;EDICTION. 

Let children bear the mighty deeds 
Which God performed of old, 

Which in our younger years we saw, 
And which our fathers told. 

He bids us make his glories known, 
His works of power and grace; 

And we 'll convey his wonders down 
Through ev'ry rising race. 

Our lips shall tell them to our sons, 
And they again to theirs ; 

That generations yet unborn 
May teach tl1em to their heirs. 

Thus shall they learn, in God alone 
Their hope securely stands·; 

That they may ne'er forget his works, 
But practise his commands. 
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At the close of these exercises, persons holding dinner-tickets will form 
two and two, and proceed to the tables. 

Toasts, sentiments, and responsive_ speeches by the governor, distin­
guished guests, and citizens, will follow the dinner. 

A salute wilfbe fired at sunset and the bell will be rung. 
There will be an antiquarian exhibition, free to all, open through the 

day at the Town Hall. 
Conveyance may be had for a small price to the "Two Brother Rocks," 

visited and so named by Gov. John Winthrop and Gov. Thos. Dudley, 1638. 
Evening. Open-air concert at 7.30 o'clock by the Natick Band, and dis­

play of :fire-works. 
Cars run as follows during the day : Leave Boston and -Lowell Depot; 

Boston, at 7.10, 8.25, 9 40 (Special) A. M.; 12.20: 4.20, 5.25, 6.25, 11.10 P. M. 

Leave Bedford at 5.55, 7, 7.50, 8.55 A~ 1\I.; 12.55, 3.30, 6, 7.40 (Special), 
9.riO P. M. 

Notices selected from the "Daily Advertiser'~- and other papers 
show how well the programme was executed. 

A SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF BEDFORD. 

DECORATIONS OF THE TOWN .AND THE MORNING PROCESSIOX-.AN HIS­

TORICAL ORATION BY THE REV. DR. JONATHA'S }'. STEARNS -

AFTER-DINNER SPEECHES BY GOYER:S-OR TALBOT, EX-GOVERNOR 

RICE, CONGRESSMAN RUSSELL, JUDGE HOAR, AND OTHERS. 

" It's a great day for Bedford," said a motherly old lady to 
her neighbor yesterday, in the large tent in which were held the 
exercises of the sesqui-centennial celebration of the town's incor­
poration. Perhaps the strange and formidable name given to the 
celebration upon the circulars increased the impression of some­
thing vague and imposing, which one hundred and fifty years and a 
long list of distinguished guests had already made profound. Con­
sidering the size of the town and the length of the name given to 
the occasion, the people came up nobly to the req!-1ire1nents of the 
day. Even the procession, in length of route and time occupied, 
had a sesqui-centennialish character, and the celebration pro$'ramme 
was not finished till well into the evening hours. At frequent inter­
vals about th~ village were fresh-looking national flags, which cer­
tainly could not,be charged with duty upon a like occasion before, 
and ___ many private residences were brilliant with red, white, and 
blue. In the Town Hall were many historic articles, some of which 
wanted an older term than " sesqni" to express their antiquity, and 
the modern part of the demonstration was in the vehicles, costumes, 
and persons who made the audience, though the old gentle1nan 



SKETCH OF THE CELEBRATION. 65 

who revived his brass buttons and continentals must be excepted. 
A sunrise salute, a long procession, an historical address, a dinner, 
after-dinner speeches by good speakers, an open-air concert in the 
evening, and a disp~ay of fire-works was the programme of the day, 
and it was thoroughly carried out. 

DETAIL OF THE PROGRAMME. 

BETWEEN TIIE SUNRISE GUNS AND THE EVENING FIRE-WORKS-A HOLI­

DAY FOR THE PEOPLE - RELICS OF THE FATHERS -BEDFORD IN 

CIVIL, ECCLESIASTICAL, AND LOCAL HISTORY-WHAT THE GOVERNOR 

SAID - ~IIDDLESEX COUNTY, BEDFORD, AND CONCORD, A.ND THEIR 

ILLUSTR•IOUS CITIZENS. 

Bedford had been decorated before the important day had actu­
ally dawned, so when the sun looked over the hills, and had recov­
ered from his surprise at the salute of thirteen guns that greeted 
his every-day morning perfor1nance, he saw the village lying be­
neath him in unwonted beauty, witli her red, white, and blue deco­
rations strongly set off by the heavy green of the trees and pure 
white of the houses. 1\Iany houses were adorned, and places of 
historic interest were especially designated. Mention may be made 
of the houses of Josiah A. Stearns, the Rev. George E. Lovejoy, 
1\Ierton Symonds, Mrs. George-Dutton, the First Church, Isaac P. 
Bacon, 1\1iss Caroline l\L Fitch, A. E. Brown, Frederick Cutter, 
l\Ir. Charles Lunt, and others. l\Iiss Fitch's house bears the fol­
lowing inscription: " The oldest house in this village. Older than 
the town. Opened as a tavern by Jeremiah Fitch, Jr., in 1773, and 
occupied as such until 180K. Capt. Jonathan ,vnson, who was 
killed in the Concord fight, drew up his company of minute-men 
before this house, on the morning of April 1~, 1775, and saia to 
them, ~We give you a cold b:eakfast, boys, ·but we will give the 
British a hot supper.' Here, also, the Reading and Billerica militia 
rested, and left their horses before going in pursuit of the enemy." 
Near by, in an old orchard, is the following record: '' In this orchard, 
one Blood, a notorious thief, wn.s publicly and legally whipped, 
about the beginning of this century." The old Stearns mansion, 
which was built by the Rev. Joseph Penniman, who was minister of 
the town from 1771 to 1793, bears upon its front the following, on 
the right of its n1aiu entrance: •• Built by Rev. Joseph Penniman, 
1790." On the left, "Stearns l\Iansion. Rev. Samuel Stearns, 
l 796-1834. Owned by his son, 1879." The site of the first store, 
that or the old First Church, those of several residences that have 

9 
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long since disappeared, were also marked. Mr. Fred Cutler and 
his father, Amos B. Cutler, Esq., presented to the town a liberty­
pole, which was planted in the old square. In front of the village 
cemetery was a flag .inscribed '~ R·evolutionary Heroes," while on the 
other side a1)pears " Ca.pt. Jon a than Wilson, killed at Concord fight, 
April 19, 1775." In the cemetery, six graves were decorated with 
flags, being those of Capt. John l\I oore, leader of the Bedford 
militia at the Concord fight, Lieutenant Edward Stearns, Dea­
con Moses Fitch, who was wounded at the battle of "'\Vhite Plains, 
Timothy Page, who was killed in the same encounter, and Job Lane, 
who was wounded at Lexington, April 19, 1775. · In front of the 
Page homestead was displayed the banner which was carried by 
Nathaniel Page, with the Bedford minute-men company in the Con­
cord fight. Mrs. Kenrick's house is supposed to be the Shawshine 
House that records speak of in 1642. Hiram Dutton's house was an 
old garrison, and there l\Iary Lane wrested the gun from the_ senti­
nel, whom she could not convince that an Indian was lurking about 
the place, and fired at what he ca.Heel a stump, but what her shot 
made a dead redskin. I-Iistoric sites generally were marked, 
among them being the grist-mill built before l(ing Philip's war, by 
Michael Bacon ; the hostelry where the Bedford, Billerica, and Read­
ing farmers g:.ith~red to hasten to Concord and Lexington to repel 
British invasion ; the site of the first belfrj~ used in the town ; the 
First_ Church, which for years was the only one of the town; the 
first store, and the house of J.\,lrs. Stiles, erected by Rev. Nicholas 
Bowes, Bedford's first minister, in 1729. 

In the Town Hall was a collection of venerable relics illustrating 
the industry, art, customs, comforts, and rliscomforts of old tilnes. 
Among them may be named various portraits of Bedford worthies of 
pre-Revolutionary days, old books, deeds, and pamphlets, one being. 
credited by the legend with being a copy of a letter of Jesus Christ, 
which would save the one in whose home it was from being hanged 
or drowned; another being the record of a conference held at Saint 
Georges, in the county of York, Sept. 20, 1753, between com­
missioners appointed by Gov. ,vnliam Shirley to treat with the 
Eastern and Penobscot Indians. There were also a mirror in pos­
session of the. Stearns family, which is some three hundred years 
old; top of the pine-table from which Hancock and Adams took 
their meals at " Parson" Clark's house in Lexington, in 177 5 ; 
chairs some two centuries old; the fiddle first used in the old 
church by "Jim "\Vright," leader of the choir for fifty years; a 
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scarlet broadcloth cloak, lined with satin, which was a portion of 
the wedding trousseau of l\fadam Stearns, the wife of the minister 
of the town from· 1796 to 1834; sword carried by Eleazer Davis in 
the war of 1776, also his commission as lieutenant; pulpit-window 
of ,,the First Church in Bedford, built in 1727 ; flintlock musket 
can·ied in the Concord fight by Solomon _Lane of Bedford ; mirror 
owned by Major-Gen. Putnam ; wedding hat worn by 1\'Iadam 
Stearns in 1797; solid silver buckle given by a British drummer to 
Edward Flint of Bedford, on the day of the Concord fight, for his 
attention to the drummer, who ,vas wounded ; Stearns family 
record (that of ex-Gov. Onslow Stearns of New IIampshire), 
wrought in silk ; desk and secretary formerly owned by Francis 
Rotch, owner of the ship H Dartmouth," from which the tea was 
thrown overboard in Boston Ha.rbor, Dec. 16, 1773; four engraved 
glass tumblers, given l\Iadam Stearns on her wedding-day by 
Bushrod and Augustine, grand-nephews of Gen. Washington; and 
a copy of the '' Ulster Gazette," giving a full account of the death 
and funeral of George Washington. 

THE PROCESSION. 

Gov. Talbot arrived at Bedford at nine o'clock, being driven in a 
barouche from his Billerica home, and accompanied by Col. Lin­
coln as aid. Upon his arm~at, the Concord battery, which was 
stationed near the l\Iiddlesex Central depot, fired a salute of four­
teen guns in his honor. Then Chief Marshal Calvin B. Rice and 
his aids, Charles Woods, Frederick Davis, and Joseph Goodwin, 
mounted, headed the procession, which was formed at nine o'clock, 
and after them the order was as follows : -

American Band of Boston, twenty-five pieces. 
Concord Artillery, Capt. B~njamin. 

Concord Battery, Capt. Dakin. 
Six barouches containing invited guests. 
Natick Brass Band, twenty-two pieces. 

Shawsheen Engine Company of Bedford, forty men. 
Wentworth Extinguisher Company of Lexington, sixteen men. 

Barge, drawn by six gray horses, containing the girls of the Bedford 
public schools. 

Barge, drawn by four horses, containing the boy:; of the 
schools. 

Display of the trades of the town and citizens generally. 

In the street parade a.ppeared the old chaise which the Rev. Mr. 
Stearns, last minister of the whole town, used to ride in fifty years 
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ago. Into it was harnessed an old, white, huckleberry-and-milk­
colored horse, so exactly resembling the one that used to take the 
parson every l\ionday morning_ to :visit the sick, who ~- had up 
notes" the ~ay before, that the old people t~ought both horse and 
chaise had been resurrected for the occasion. The team was 
driven by the minister's youngest ·grandson, l\Iast.er Wilfred Dudley 
8tearns, of Nashville, Tenn. 

The route of the ·procession was through South, Loomis, Lane, 
Spring, Main Streets to North Road to the North District School, 
countermarching to the tent on a lot opposite the Bedford Hotel, 

- ' 
twenty-five rods from the road. 

EXERCISES _.o\..T l'HE TENT. 

It was half past twelye when the procession reached the tent. 
,vhen all were gathered an~ the invited guests were on the plat­
form, there were perhaps five hundred people beneath the canvas; 
and among those on the platforin were Gov. Talbot, .Ex-Gov. 
Rice, Ralph Waldo Emerson, A. Bronson Alcott, J uclge E. H .. 
Hoar, Congressman W. A. Russell, the Rev. Henry J. P3:trick, 
Rev. Grindall Reynolds, Rev. Wm. J. Batt, :Eben S. Stearns, 
D. D., Chancellor of the University of Nashville, Tenn., Rev. 
H. F. Jenks, Rev. John F.- Gleason, Norfolk, Conn., Rev. tl. F. 
Stearns, D. D., Hon. John S. Keyes, Frank B. Sanborn, Rev. 
Mr. Hussey of Billerica, Rev. H. A. Hazen, Rev. Dr. 8. K. 
Lothrop, Rev. George E. Lovejoy, Rev. Dr. Grout, Samuel lloar, 
Esq., Josiah A. Stearns, Ph. D., president of the day, and the 
selectmen an<l clergy of all the neighboring towns._ 

A medley of patriotic airs by the Natick Band opened the exer-
cises ; and prayer by the Rev. Grind all Reynolds followed. •. 

Then the president of the day, J.\,lr. Josiah A. Stearns, Ph. D.; 
gaye a brief address, reciting how the committees on the celebration 
had been appointed and how they had discharged- their duties. 

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

F1·ie11ds, Sons and Daughters of Bedford, - I congratulate you on 
the auspices of this occasion. A few days ago the heavens scowled, 
the- skies wept, and though there were occasional signs of bright­
ness, all was dark and portentous. So has it been with our period 
of preparation. Our toils have been full of anxiety and despon­
dency, btJt now, the skies s1nile, and if there still be some of nature's 
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clouds above us, they can only serve as a darkened glass to secure 
our eyes against the effulgent glory of a divinely descending bene­
diction. At an autumn town-meeting, Sept. 30, 1878, it was voted 
that the town would celebrate the one hundred and fiftieth year of 
its existence. 

A large and able committee was chosen to carry this• Yote into 
effect. They were endowed with full powers, and authorized to fill 
all vacancies and to appoint all needed suhcommittees. 

In town meeting assembled, an orator was chosen from among 
Bedford's own sons, to prepare an historical address for the occasion. 

The committee began their work. Various changes were neces­
sarily 1nade in their organization, till, at the present time, it con­
sists of the following gentlemen: -

JOSIAH A. STF!ARNS Chafrrnrr,n. 
REV. GEO. E. LOVEJOY, Secretmy. · 
OLIVER J. LANE, Treasurer. 
JEROME A. BACOX. 

A. P. SA:\fPSOX. 

HE~RY ,v 00D. 

A. E. BROWN. 

CYRUS PAGE. 

CHAS. A. COREY. 

CALVIN RICE. 

M. B. WEBBER. 

.A:\I0S B. CUTLER. 

E. G. LOOMIS. 

CHAS. C. CLARKE. 

SAMUEL HUCKINS. 

Under this committee seyeral subcommittees, both of gentlemen 
and ladies, were appointed, -partly from the people at large for the 
performance of specific duties, and most efficiently have they 
wrought in their several spheres. Their names are registered, and 
will appear on the records of our celebration. . 

As the town could not raise money for the purpose without an 
especial enabling a~t, it was detennined to appeal to the sons and 
daughters of" Bedford for assistance. Only small sums wer2 asked 
for, and they c~me in from all directions, n_ot only from the children, 
but from their "uncles, aunts, and cousins;'·till the general fund, 
aside from the sums contributed for special objects, amounts to 
more than $600. The various con1mittees have toiled with 
unwearied faithfulness and through much anxiety; but to-clay they 
come forth triumphantly and present you with their finished work. 

I need not detail its particulars. You will find them sufficiently 
set forth upon the printed programme. And now, throwing off all 
care, we are ready to join you in the entertainments of· the day. 
We do so with the full assurance that when we shall have listened 
to our town's history, we shall have no occasion to hang our heads, 
but much reason to rejoice and to glorify our ancestry. 
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An original ode of four stanzas was next sung to the tune ~' Scots, 
wha ha'e wi' Wallace bled," a part of the audience singing for the 
occasion, and the other part so far behind that they might have 
intended their strains for the next sesqui-centennial. 

Finally the singers came out together at the end, and then 
the president of tlie day introduced the orator, his brother, the 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan F. Stearns, of Newark, N. J. Dr. Stearns· 
was closely .listened .to and frequentli applauded, but as his dis­
course is here printed in full, any abstract of it would be out of 

~~- . 
The SeYenty-eighth Psalm, which had been printed to be sung by 

the audience, owing to the lateness of the hour was omitted. 
Benediction by the chaplain closed the exercises. 

AFTER-DINNER SPEECHES. 

Bedford Engine Company had entertained the visiting company 
"from Lexington at the Bedford House, where a very fine repast was 
served in the dance-hall, and the excellent and generous dinner pro­
vided by Caterer Tufts at the tent, in his best style, had been par­
taken of by nearly five hundred people, wh~n the president, at 
about four o'clock, called the assembly to order for after-dinner 

• speeches. There was music- by the band, and then the toast-
master, Rev. John F. Gleason, of Norfolk, Conn., a nati~e of Bed• 
ford, announced the first toast, ~, The Commonwealth." Three 
cheers were given for Gov. Talbot, and His Excellency spoke 

. as follows : -

GOV. TALBOT'S SPEECH. 

Mr. President,_ - As chief magistrate o~ the Commonwealth, I 
bring you her congratulations upon this high festival of Bedford's­
loyal children. Let me offer with· _those congratulations, my own 
hearty personal greeting as a citizen of the mo.ther town of Bil­
lerica, as, a neighbor and a frienrl. I deem the presence of the 
e_~ecutive peculiarly ~tting on occasions like this, when the people 
of our ancient towns meet to celebrate their anniversaries, rehearsP. 
their inspiring history, revive the memory of their founders, and 
contemplate the simple, sturdy qualities of character, in .which the 

- verv basis of our Commonwealth is laid. We read in the l\Iassa-., 

chusetts Bill of Rights, that -
" .A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the 

Constitution, and a constant adherence to those of piety, justice, 
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moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality, are absolutely 
necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty and to maintain a 
free government." 

It is because events like this recall to us the principles of the 
Constitution, and that piety, justice, moderation, temperance, 
industry, and frugality so necessary to their conservation, that the 
Commonwealth may well give them her official countenance and 
encouragement. Upon an adherence to these virtues depends the 
welfare of the towns ; upon the welfare of the towns rests the pros­
perity, nay, the very perpetuity of the State. We owe to the 
towns what is distinctively the Massachusetts character. It is the 
product of the red school-house, the village church, and the town 
1neeting. Preserve these nurseries of popular education, of reli­
gious freedom, and of pure democracy, and we need fear none of 
the dangers which may seem to menace the future of the Republic. 
Now, Mr. President, the borough of Bedford passes into the ven­
erable company of municipal corporations which have numbered 
one hundred and fifty years or more. Nearly sixscore of those in 
our borders have preceded her, and others will follow soon. West­
ford reaches her sesqui-centennial less than .a month hence ; Wil­
mington, a year later; Tewksbury, in three years; and half a dozen 
others in different parts of the State within five years. Among her 
new c'Ompanions, Bedford-stands the peer of any. She cannot 
boast, as can her 1nore ancient and fainous neighbor, of' sons who 
have made themselves conspicuous in the councils of the State and 
nation, who have worn the judicial ermine, or led eager disciples 
along philosophic mazes of which no man can discern the beginning 
or the end. But she points with just pride to accomplished and de­
voted scholars who, like the late President Stearns, gave the best 
fruit of their talent and culture to the cause of sound education. She 
displays, too, a long record of Bedford inen, standing in the front 
ranks of business and the learned professions ; enterprising, suc­
cessful merchants at the centres of trade, and at home, a sturdy, 
prosperous yeomanry, the sinew and muscle of the town. It is 
often said that, go where you will, in whatever part of the world 
you may travel, you will find our old Commonwealth represented in 
every vocation calling for skill, brains, or self-sacrifice. You find 
everywhere the New England missionary, lawyer, doctor, merchant, 
manufacturer, and navigator. In all this the little town of Bedford 
has borne her full part. 

!Ir. President, I wish to express once more the pleasure it gives 
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me to take part in these festivities, and the personal interest I feel 
in all of you as neighbors and friends. Let us not forget in our 
rejoicing, that this day, like all others, brings us a duty. That 
duty, as I read it, i_s, to adhere more closely to the principles on 
which our fathers founded this government, and transmit them to 
posterity in all their purity and strength. Do this, and as we 
honor the memory of our fathers, so will our children, when we 
have passed away, '' rise up and call us blessed." 

THE HON. WILLIAM .A.. RUSSELL. 

"The President of the United States" was the -next toast, and 
the Hon. William A. Russell, member of the national legislature, 
responded. Mentioning his lack of acquaintance with the town, 
he contrasted the virtue of the small towns with the vicious tenden­
cies of large cities. In this connection, he spo~e with praise of tile 
action of President Hayes in obstructing the attempts to give the 
cities power to offset the vote of the towns in the country.- llis 
mention of the character of President Hayes was applauded by his 
listeners, and he said that the Southern policy of conciliation, 
though not entirely successful, would doubtless become so. The 
United States having ceased its hostilities, proceeded to the honest 
payment of her debts with a fixed currency, in accord with other 
nations of the globe, and is i:i'ow to enter upon a career of indus­
trial and commercial prosperity which seems to be a fitting supple­
ment to her recent heroic deeds. The President is in sympnthy 
with the best interests of tbe whoie country. With returning 
prosperity and the firmness of the President, our nation will main­
tain its integrity, and all its people will be protected, at home and 
abroad. 

EX-GOVERNOR RICE. 

" Middlesex County " was toasted next, and as a representative 
of the county not only, but also the· State, Ex-Gov. Rice was called 
upon, and as he rose he was greeted with cheers, which bore_ witness 
to the popular esteem in which he is held. The substance of his 
speech follows : -

Mr. Chairman and Laclies and Gentlemen, - I have been trying 
to discover wh~t fortunate incideet or circun1stance brought me 
within the circle of your kind remembrance, and extended to me the 
privllege and the courtesy of coming up here to Bedford to see how 
you would celebrate this notable and interesting anniversary. I 
have been enjoying the day without any limitation and without any 
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restraint, ~hough I confess to you, sir, that when I saw that pon­
derous numerical adjective which preceded the announcement of 
your celebration [laughter J. I thought there must be so1nething 
crooked and sinister about the occasion. [Laughter. J '· Sesqui­
centennial," thinks I to myself, and I began to rub up all the 
ancient Latin in the primers and in the_ small dictionaries contain­
ing phrases of various languages, to see whether I could find any 
interpretation of that long-tailed and mysterious word. [ Laugh­
ter.] Now the whole thing is explained. You invited me to come 
up here and listen to an oration and eat a dinner with you, and now 
you impose upon me your sesqui-centennial. [Luughter.] You 
have asked me to say something in regard to the county of Middle­
sex. I am a native of the county of J\-Iiddlese:x:, and am glad to be 
here because I am thus linked to the town of Bedford, and therefore 
I was brought into your celebration.. The county is not so impor­
tant in our State as it is in ·some other States, or in other countries, 
where it forms a little sovereignty by itself. With us it seems to 
amount to little more than geographical boundaries with judicial 
limitations and a few secondary powers, while the city and the 
town appear to us of greater prominence. 1 agree most hea1-tily 
with what the orator said about the importance of the towns, and 
~lso with what was_ said about Jefferson and De Tocqueville. As 
His Excellency, the governor_, bas well said, so long as we preserve 
these little municipalities, the State will be safe, and as long as the 
States are safe, the country will be safe. But~ sir, what the great 
Webster said of J\'.lassachusetts on a notable occasion, may be said 
of lVIiddlesex County: "There are Lexington and Concord and 
Bunker Hill," there they will be forever; they are here in our glori­
ous old county of 1\Iidcllesex. It was here in Concord that H the 
enlbattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard round the world." 
[Appl•iY.se.J The echoes of that shot have not yet ceased their 
reverberations. They come back to us on the wings of the air. 
They are gathered into the life of every day. They have entered 
into the civilization of our country and of the world. Liberty has 
taken from them new life. It was fired in the hope of a higher and 
purer manhood. 

But we need not go back to Re,·olutionary days for praises for 
the county of l\!Iicldlesex. In the recent war of the rebellion, who 
answered first to the call? From what county in !Iassachusetts 
were the men first in line? Who first shed their blood to maintain 
in its integrity the morality which their fathers sayed, but men who 
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went from the old county of Middlesex? It seems to me that 
much of the historic greatness of Massachusetts may be traced hack 
to Mi<:}.dlesex, and that she has contributed more to inspire patriot­
ism :,tnd the hope of. the world than any other community of :ii,er 
size on the face of the earth. [Appla_use.] She is an important 
dh·ision of our Comm·onwealth. She is the largest county in terri­
torial extent save one. She has a population of nearly 300,000 
people, and her wealth amounts, I-believe, to something like $300,-
000,000. She is a community in herself, and if she be called upon 
to do her duty in the present, as her representatives have always 
done in the past, I know that she is prepared to answer any reason­
able expectation. I rejoice in .American prosperity and in the 
present revival of business, and in the full share which 1\Iiddlesex 
County bears in the maintenance of .American industry. 

The next toast was " Jonathan Bacon, a principal inhabitant of 
Bedford, directed by the General Court to assemble the citizens of 
the _town for their first town meeting." 

This called up J\fr . .Albert Bacon, who said he '' supposed he was 
the oldest Bacon in town," when, the audience perceiving a joke, 
and beginning to make merry, the president responded, '' Oh, 
never mind the age, we all l~ve the Bacon that is so well pre­
served." l\fr. Bacon, recovering himself immediately, went on with 
a very interesting account of his illustrious ancestor, and of the 
Bacon family generally, that has played a conspicuous part in the 
history of the town. 

" Our chaplain, - coming to us weekly in the spirit of Concord, he 
proclaims peace and good-will among men," elicited a response from 
the Rev. Grindall Reynolds of Concord, who also fills the Unitarian 
pulpit of Bedford at the present time.• 

REV. GRINDALL REYNOLDS'S RESPONSE. 

I should hardly have been willing to occupy your time had I not 
wished to express the satisfaction I feel in being, through this office 
with which you have honored me, connected with this celebration; 
one which must be pleasant to remember and full of good influence 
. ' 
1n the town for many years to come, - for all years to come. You 
have kindly said that I come.in the spirit of Concord. I shall leave 
my friend, Judge Hoar, to say what the spirit of the town of Con­
cord is ; but if our chairman refers to the kindly quality of concord, 
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how could I come to a centennial and to this sesqui-centennial in any 
other spirit? For what is a town celebration but the remembrance of 
love and good-will enacted into practical facts? '\Vhat is the life 
of a town but the drawing of its people out of separation, out oi 
isolation, into relations of the most satisfactory and helpful charac­
ter? What is a town meeting, with all its varied interests, what is 
the church, what are schools, what even are all such material things 
as the very pathways and roads through our villages, but so many 
bonds to unite those who otherwise would be separated, each man 
caring for his own business, without thinking much of other people's 
interests and needs? And especially how could I come with any­
thing but the spil'it of concord to a town whose very soil keeps in 
memory a great act of concord Y~u go to the banks _of the Con­
cord River, and there are two stones named the '' Two Brothers," 
which celebrate and keep vivid in memory the kindly and friendly 
action of Gov. John Winthrop and Lieut.-Gov. Thomas Dudley. 
And so in truth the first land in this region of Bedford, which was 
dedicated to the occupation of the white man and to the uses of 
civilization, was thus dedicated through a great and beautiful act of 
concord. · 

You have heard the admirable address of this morning, and from 
it you can see what one little town can bring of great and honorable 
import from the storehouse-of its memories, from the ample store­
house of its history. And it seems to me that the best influence 
and the most useful result of a centennial celebration is that it 
thus engages all the people of a town ( and I may say all the 
people of neighboring towns) in common interests and common 
thoughts of a noble and strengthening character. And so I 
believe that when the pleasantries of this hour shall have passed, 
when all that has been done so well_ shall be simply ' a thing 
of memory, still, after all, it will be the memory of your common 
interests in something noble and good, and that this town will 
always be a better town, with higher feelings and especially with 
more love and good-will and concord, for such a memory. 
[ .Applu use. J 

"Billerica, the lo,ing mother who endowed her daughter Bedford 
with more than half her present territory," called out the Rev. H . . A .. 
Hazen, historian of Billerica, who said: Bedford represents the 
first dismemberment of Billerica. Since then, Tewksbury, Lowell, 
Wilmington, and Carlisle have each taken a slice of Billerica. 
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Every town has its own peculiar history. Yon can't put it all into 
the census returns. It is character in the men and women that 
counts. He regretted that the '' Two Brothers" rocks had not been 
made _ the boundary between the two towns, and thought a pf\rma­
nent inscription should be placed on these stones as a memorial of 
interest to the people who are to come after us. 

"Concord and Bedford was given. Their intimate relations are 
fitly represented by Con'cord's distinguished son, the grand-nephew 
of Bedford's second minister, Nathaniel Sherman." Hon. Judge E. 
R. Hoar replied : -

Mr. Presfdent, and Ladies and Gentlemen, - Considering it for 
the time being as the principal distinction of my life that I had one 
of the ministers of Bedford for an uncle [laughter J, though on paus­
ing to think of it for a moment,. I do not see that it was a distinc­
tion that I myself achieved, still, I am very much gratified at bejng 
called upon by you to express to this town, on this delightful occa­
sion,_ the feelings of the town of Concord towards the town of 
Bedford. 

I speak, sir, with a certain distrust, because, with that care which 
the town of Concord al ways takes that any of her children who are 
liable to go astray s_hall be looked after, I find myself seated with 
the towJ.l-clerk of Concord on my right, and three of the selectmen 
immediately before me [laughter and applause], and if I do not say 
exactly what Concord would like to have said on this orcasion, you 
see I am in a fair way to be stopped. [ Laughter and appl ,use. J 
Now, the rel~tions of Concord and Bedford have always, I believe, 
been intimate and affectionate. 

,vhen I heard or read, rather, that this was to be a "sesqui-cen..­
tennial" performance, I went to the dictionary like Gov. Rice 
[laughter], but not being so modest a ~an as he is, I did not come 
to the conclusion that it referred to my speech. [ Laughter. J But I 
saw through it at once, when I came to find what the meaning was 
in the dictionary. I found this " sesqui" to be a thing and a half . 
.A.s I say, I saw through it at once; the natural instinct of the 
town of Concord would enable me to do so. [ Appl,tuse. J ""\Yhy, 
these Bedford peO_J)le, knowing that we are some on the centennial 
up. th~~:e, are going to get up a centennial and a half. [ Laughter 
and appla,tse.J .A.s they say in tqe game of poker, HI see you, 
and go yo_u one better."• [ Laughter J I call upon heaven and earth 
to witness that I know nothing about the game of poker, so you will 
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pardon the quotation. [Lauglit€r and applause.] But, on contem­
plating what you were to celebrate, I thought, \Vhat is it that our 
Bedford friends and neighbors are going to celebrate on this o.cca­
sion? There are various ways of looking at it. 

The first view -that occurred to me was this, - that one hundred· 
and fifty years ago there were a people . that. were discontented at 
having so far to go to meeting, and they concluded not to go so far 
any longer; and now here is this great audience and this immense 
procession coming together one hundred and fifty years after, to 
commemorate that event. The question would at once be raised, 
Why did n't they adopt the remedy that would occur to a very large 
portion of people nowadays and stay at home? [Laughttr and 
applause. J Well, in the next place,_ being excellent, pious folks, 
these Bedford people at that time, why didn't they think of the 
remedy which has occurred to their successors in this pleasant town, 
that if the 1nountain could 11ot go to l\lahomet, why, have l\Iahomet 
come some Sunday afternoon oYer to the mountain, dividing one 
minister between them, the way we have done since? [ Laughter. J ,v ell, there is another fact, ::t, thing that makes the proceeding seem 
singular, and that is, that now, when you nre celebrating their 
refusing to go so far to meeting, I believe that at this moment a 
majority of the church-going population in the town of Bedford go 
regularly up to Concord tomeeting every 8un<lay to the Catholic 
Church, which I suspect their pious fathers would willingly have seen 
located a great deal farther away, so that it shows that the mere 
fact of r1.dopting some method to avoid going to meeting at a dis­
tance is of such temporary interest that it would scarcely be con­
sidered of great mon1ent on this occasion. 

1\iy friend from Billerica has said " that Bedford people did not 
do any pioneer work." ,vhy, yes, they <lid; they were a · part of 
Concord, our flesh and blood, until they left us ; they were a part of 
the family, and have fought it out on the sa.me line as the rest 
of us. 

The way we look at it up there is, that this is the oldest daughter 
of the family, setting up housekeeping, marrying into a Billerica 
connection. [Laughter.] Bedford was the oldest daughter, the 
first that was taken off from the old town of Concord. Tliey have 
since chopped off several portions of her. ~- Nine Acre Corner" 
once petitioned to be made into a separate town. If the petition 
had been granted, we could not have gone out of doors without 
stepping upon some one of the f..unilv, like. tl.ie '- Old ,v oman in 



78 SKETCH OF THE CELEBRATION. 

her Shoe/' Of course, then, we have always been affectionate. 
There is a neighborhood in towns and a friendliness in towns, just 
as in families and individuals, and we have always counted on you. 

On~ curious thing 9ccurred to me during the delivery of the 
oration (if His· Excellency will excuse my referring to it). When I 
heard it stated that Concord gave its hearty and willing assent to 
Bedford's incorporation as a separate town, and that Billerica 
opposed it until after th~ General Court had ordered it ( they made 
the best of what they could not help), I noticed that, in the recital 
of the act of the incorporation it says, '' And it was enacted 
by the lieutenant-governor and council," etc. And I wondered 
whether they might not have had some Billerica gentleman as 
governor at the time, and the town was so much opposed to it that 
the lieutenant-governor had to see the thing through. [ Great 
laughter and applause J. . It looked very probable. [ Renewed 
laughter. J Well now, in thus making up two towns, and joinjng 
yourselves to Billerica, you have undoubtedly escaped some things 
whic~ you would have had if attached to Concord. In the first 
place, you have escaped the State Prison [great laughter and 
applause], by which, I mean collectively, in your municipal capa­
city [ renewed laughter J ; your individual chances are not at all 
impaired. [ Uproarious laughter. J 

But I notice that whether on any Scriptural basis or not, in your 
railroad system in this town, you have a broad road that leads to 
Concord and yoti have a straight and narrow gauge that leads to 
Billerica. [ Hilariou,s 1nirth.] But I do not want to disregard the 
fact that the 0rator of the day rehearsed to us, that one hundred 
years ago the people of this town disapproved of all levity. I trust 
they still continue to ; perhaps they do, perhaps they do not. But, 
to leave all levity aside, what you here celebrate to-day is the 
establishment of a New England t~wn, and the importance and 
value of such an occurrence cannot, in· my judgment, be overesti­
mated. One of those communities which, as John Adams said, 
'' rested upon the meeting-house., the school-house, the town meet­
ing and the training-field," being the four elements of the man and 
citizen which have produced consequences in the government of the 
country which no, other system of popular government has ever 
appro_~9hed. 

"1\-Ien that stir senates with a statesman's words and look on 
armies with a leader's eye," have been the men, in our country's 
history, who were trained up in these little democracies. 



SKETCH OF THE CELEBRATION. 79 

What makes a town in some parts of our country is a tavern 
and a blacksmith's shop; what made a town in Massachusetts, 
from the beginning., was a meeting-house and a school-house. 
[.Applause.] It is well that you come together and remember from 
what fathers you are descended, what honest power and conduct 
marked their lives and the history of your town. It is for us to 
remember with pleasure and pri<le that you are a part of Concord, 
you were with us in the Revolution. 

We remember that this little town of eight hundred inhabitants 
sent to the late civil war its eighty-two soldiers, of whom eighteen 
never returned; we remember that Bedford has been true to the 
principles upon which it is founded; on the principles to which, we 
trust, every town in l\Iassachusetts_, in all trial, will be found 
adhering. [ Tremendous applause.] 

A toast was given to ,·. Ralph Waldo Emerson, grandson of 
Concord's most patriotic minister, that high son of liberty, the 
Rev. ,villiam Emerson. The world honors him for his own free­
dom of thought and for his philosophic wisdom." 

The -president of the day stated that he had invited Ralph 
,v aldo Emerson to speak and he had declined, but _he would call 
on him again, .in hopes that he would respond. l\Ir. Emerson 
spoke very briefly : '' I spoke- the truth, sir, at first. I am sorry 
that I am not able to respond. I can understand with joy the 
speeches that I hear, but I cannot make one." 

The president replied : " It is a satisfaction to the people of 
Bedford just to see the man whom they admire, and, if I judge 
them rightly, whom they love •• , [Applause.] 

'' The First Church in Bille1ica, which furnished Bedford with 
half its original church-members," called up the Rev. C. C. Hussey, 
of Billerica, who believed in these old country towns, and advised 
his hearers to stay here, and keep up the culture and tone of 
the place, rather than to go to the cities. The First Church of" 
Billerica has a most honorable record. He believed in these old 
churches, and would have these centres of worship well supported._ 
Let the denominations bury the old schisms of the past, and go 
forward together to bless community by being each other's helpers. 

-i 

,.; Schools and Education, they find a loving ach·ocate in that 
friend of high culture and veteran teache1·, A. Bronson Alcott. 
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His pupils have in their turn sent forth' Little Men,' and' Little 
Women,' and 'My Boys,' to delight and instruct the world." 

The yenerable Mr. Alcott, now an octogenarian, replied to this 
toast in a lively and spirited manner. He recognized with pri<.l~ 
the allusion to tlie illustrious authoresses, his daughters, and acknowl­
edged their skill in the use of words. lie urged upon all classes the 
need of more thorough training, especially in our mother tongue. 
He claimed that now the, women are far more accurate than men in 
the use of English. He would have more culture and refinement in 
our primary-school teaching. He sharply criticised the use of the 
word" depot," when we mean station; and urged that -our sisters 
be admitted to all the opportunities that are open to their brothers. 

"Samuel Fitch, the first town-clerk of Bedford, grandfather of 
Deacon l\loses,wounded at White· Plains, and of Jeremiah Fitch, Jr., 
at whose house the minute-men were entertained on the morning_of 
April 19, 1775, and great-grandfather of the Jeremiah Fitch who 
imported the bell, and gave the clock and the Bible for the old 
society, and the land tor a meeting-house to the new, and was a 
constant benefactor to all classes of Bedford people." 

Rev. Henry Fitch Jenks, grandson of the last Jeremiah .. responded 
by pleasant allusions to the r~sponsibilities of the early town 
" clarks" ; and by apt ann striking selections from the Bible, 
excused himself, as a young man, from further speaking in the 
presence of age and wisdom. 

" The ' Two Brothers ' or ' Brother Rocks,' so named by Gov. 
John 1Vinthrop and Deputy-Gov. Thomas Dudley in 1638," was 
1·esponded to by the following letter from the Hon. Robert C. Win.,_ 
throp, who counts among his ancestty both Dudley and ~Vinthrop. 

"BROOKLINE, MASS., 22 August, 1879. 
".Jos1AH A. STEARNS, Esq., 

Chairman of Celtbration Cornr;nittee : 

,~ M.Y dear Sir, - I am compelled to abandon all idea of attend­
ing the Bedford celebration on the 27th inst. It would have gh·en 
me great pleasure, to visit your town on its one hundred and fiftieth 
anniveraary, and to listen to the story of its rise and progress, as 
it will be tol<j by your distinguished brother. I should have 
eagerly embraced the opportunity to look on ~ The Two Brothers,' 
- those monumentnl stones within your town limits which coin-
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memorate one of the most characteristic and charming incidents in 
our earliest 1\Iassachusetts history. 

"The controversies of Gov. ,vinthrop and Deputy-Gov. Dudley, 
and their reconciliation in 1638, while your town was a part of 
Concord and Billerica, furnish an edifying example to contentious 
statesmen in our own and in all other days. As I inherit · the 
blood of both these first fathers of 1\Iassacbusetts, I may be 
pardoned for not presuming to decide which had the best of the 
quarrel, or which deserves most credit for its amicable settlement. 
1\iutual concessions and brotherly love were abundantly displayed 
by them both, and, instead of throwing stones at each other, they 
made the imperishable rocks their witnesses, that all malice and 
evil speaking and strife between them had ceased. 

'' I cannot but hope that such an inscription may be put on these 
historic landmarks that they may never be in danger of being 
overlooked or mistaken. The Bedford of New England may thus 
have almost as notable an association with Thomas Dudley and 
John Winthrop as the Bedford of old England has with John 
Bunyan, whose statue I saw there a few years ago, not far from the 
jail in which he wrote 'Pilgrim's Progress.' 

'' I thank the citizens of Bedford for their most kind invitation, 
and you for its courteous communication, and regret my inability 
to accept it. 

"Believe me, dear sir, with great regard, your obliged and 
obedient servant, 

"ROBERT C. WINTHROP." 

The president now said these rocks bad been so long visited only 
by the moles, he would make it an even thing, and call upon 1\{r. 
Batt to speak in their behalf. Rev-. William J. Batt, a former pas­
tor of Bedford, but now settled in Ston·eham, responded. He 
commended the wisdom of the men whose lives and deeds are com­
memorated by these historic rocks, and urged the protection and 
preservation of these sacred memorials of the past, so long as time 
shall endure. 

"Capt Jonathan Wilson,'' killed while leading the minute-men 
of Bedford, in 1775, called for a dirge by the band. 

" Bedford, the geographical centre and heart of l\Iiddlese:x: 
County," called up the Rev. H. J. Patrick, former pastor of the 
Evangelical Church here, at present settled in Newton. He said 

6 



82 
-

SKETCH OF THE CELEBRATION. 

he had lived in Bedford long enough to know and love the town. 
Bedford was my first love, and I love it still. Its rich farms are 
always attractive. Be~ford is the safest place to bring up a family 
of children that I know. I shall always rejoice in the prosperity of 
the place. 

Several toasts were unexpectedly but necessarily omitted for want 
of time. Among them were "" The workers upon our committee. 
No one is better qualified to speak for them than the secretary, -a 
prime mover, a skilled and efficient supporter of the cause, Rev. 
George E. Lovejoy." 

" The sons and daughters of Bedford, wandering North or South, 
turn back in loyal devotion, like the needle to the pole." This was 
intended to bring out Chancellor Eben S. Stearns, D. D., of the 
University of Nashville, Tenn. 

'' Our Editors, a press-gang which promotes order and intelli­
gerice," was a call for Mr. Frank B. Sanborn. 

" Pages or History. Nathaniel Page, ensign of the Bedford 
minute-men in 1775, and his daughter, l\Irs. Ruhamah Lane, still 
living in town, with intellect unimpaired, at the age of ninety-two, 
and at whose house the Page tribe have to-day been assembled." 
Rev. Lucius R. Page and George W. l\Iorse, Esq. 

'" The Reed Famil~y, one .of the oldest in Bedford." This was 
responded to by a congratulatory telegram from the Reed family, 
assembled at Taunton, and signed by the Rev. S. Hopkins Emer~:-, 
a former pastor in Bedford. 

The f0.llowing, among other letters, were received from invited 
guests: -

"BOSTON, Aug. 25, '79. 

"Dear Sir,-It is with great regret that I respond in the nega­
tive to your invitation for Wednesday. It would afford me very 
great satisfaction to be present, but I am not so far recovered from 
my accident as to allow me that privilege. Hoping that everything 
may go off to the honor of your good old town and the benefit of 
.American history, 

''I am with great respect, yours, etc. 
'' MARSH.A.LL P. WILDER. 

"JosIAH A. STE.ARNS, Chairman Celebration Com.'' 
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"NAHANT, Aug. 23, '79. 

" Gentlernen, - Please to accept my thanks for the honor you 
have done me by inviting me to the Bedford 'Celebration, on the 
27th proximo. Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to 
visit the old fan1iliar scenes, and to listen to the address of the 
friend and guide of my youth, the Rev. Dr. Stearns, long revered 
and loved by all who know him. An engagement to be at another 
meeting obliges me to decline this one. · 

"' J\Iay the memories which will be revived on this day serve to 
incite the youth of your ancient town to emulate the good deeds of 
their fathers. 

"Yours very truly, 
'' Al\IOS A. LAWRENCE. 

"MESSRS. WEBBER, CLARK, STEARNS AND Loo:u1s, Gom1nittee." 

'' LEXI~GTOX, Aug. 19, 1879. 
"JosIAH A. STEARNS, Esq., 

Chairman of the Com1niltee of Incitation: 

"' In reply to your polite invitation to be withyou at your celebra­
tion, I must say that while I thank you for the honor you have 
shown me, it is very doubtful whether I shall be able to attend. I 
can say most sincerely that ordinarily it would give me great pleas­
ure, but while "the spirit is--willing, the flesh is weak.' Age and 
growing infirmities admonish 1ne to avoid extra fatigue and excite­
ment. I can only say that, if the day should be favorable and I 
should feel pretty well, I may possibly attend ; but the chances are 
against it. 

"' I regret it the more because I have always felt an interest in 
your town and people. Having been your guest on several festive 
occasions in days gone by, I have always been pleased with the 
zeal and unanimity with which your people have acted, all classes 
and conditions of the population manifesting a deep interest in 
the occasion. 

" In fact, if I mistake not, the good people of Bedford have 
always been ready to tuni out proniptly, whenever duty called. On. 
the 19th of April, 1775, Bedford required no public command to 
go forth and meet the foe of popular rights. It was enough to 
know t~t the oppressor was abroad, to enforce the arbitrary acts 
of the British Parliament. The gallant Capt. Wilson did not stop 
to inquire whether the British had slaughtered any Bedford 1nen, or 
had even set foot upon Bedford soil. It was enough for him awl 
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his patriotic men to know that human rights had been invaded and 
freemen had been slain, to induce him to appear in the field and 
add one more to the list of martyrs_ to the cause of freedom. ,vhat 
Bedford was .then, she has continued to be, and I think there is 
good reason to believe she will continue to maintain her character 
by sµowing herself ready for eYery good work. 

'" Very respectfully yours, 
"4 CHARLES HUDSON." 

The festivities in the tent closed, and the people went forth to 
view the variously decorated and beautifully illumin·ated dwellings,· 
while the roar ~f forty-two guns and the ringing of the bell per­
fprmed an evening salute. 

· When all was quiet, the multitude repaired again to the celebra­
tion grounds, anc.l were entertained by a brilliant display of fire­
works and the stirring music of au open-air concert given by the 
Natick Band. 

Every undertaking of the day seemed to prosper. The~, Arling­
ton Advocate" does but speak the general voice when it says, 
~' Never have we been present on an occasion when eve,y one 
seemed to be enjoying themselves so fully. No accident n1arred 
the pleasures of the day, and the management cari but feel that it 
was a success.'' 
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