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FOREWOl{D 
, 

Since 1934 is the bicentennial of the birth of Daniel Boo1)e~ 
the appeal'ance of this booklet n1ay be thnely. The appropriate­
ness of ~~ GUn1psc at I-Iistoric l\'.Iadison County and Richn1ond, 
l{e!}tucky, has caused the Daniel Boone Bicentennial Commission 
to endorse its publication. The ,vork is' intended to present son1e 
of the in1portant facts concerning the history of J\fadison County. 
It should appeal to the n1any tourists \Yho annually travel the Dixie 
I-Iigh,vay and to natives and others vt1h6 do not kno\v the contribu­
tions 1\1:adison County and Richn1ond have n1ade- to the history of 
the State and the Nation. It is also expected to suggest to other 
counties and to\vns in I(entGcky the desirability of issuing sirnilar 
publications, if their past has not yet been recorded in printed 
for1n. Only those items, for the n1ost part, ,vhich are really his­
torically significant are given, and their treatment is neces­
sarily bl'ief. 

The ,vork is not intended to be even a short history of 
Madison County, as its brevity and the n1anner of treatment 
should suggest. The author hopes to publish a history of l\1adison 
County in 1936, ,vhen the County reaches the sesquicentennial of 
its organization. 

The author is indebted to l\iir. Otto A. Rothert, Secretary of 
'l'he Filson ,Club; Dr. H. L. Donovan, President of the Eastern 
l{entucky State Teachers College; and Judge Ja1nes lVL Benton, a 
native of lVIadison County but no,v a citizen of \Vinchester, I(en­
tucky, for reading the manuscript of this booklet. lVlr. H. deB. 
Forbes, of Richmond, prepared the map of the County. 

Richmond,_ l{entucky 
June, 1934. 

J. T. D. 
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DANIEL BCDNE 

From Chesler Hardinls 's portrait ( 1819) gf 
Daniel Boone in the Filson Club. Louisville 





~EDICAl~ED to the 
LJ me1nory of Daniel 

Boone and his associ­
ates, ,vhose pioneering en­
hanced the Nation's glory in 
its infancy and led multitudes 
to a ve:-itable paradise. 
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A Glimpse at Hist01~ic Madison County 
a11d Ricl1111011d, Ke11 tucky 

ROUND HILL 
'rhe oldest kno,Yn ,vork .of n1an in lVIadison County is Round 

Ifi11. This relic of the l\Iound Builders is about ten miles fron1 
,Richn1ond, near l{irksville, ,vhich is about t,vo n1iles oJf the Rich-
111ond-J .,ancaster Pike and easily accessible. The mound is 110\V 

about t,venty-five feet high and tvvo hundred and fifty feet in 
circu1nfel'ence· at the base. It is one of the largest of its 
kind in l(entucky and indicates. son1ething in the life of the people 
,vho inhabited this region long before the vvhite man came. 

Round Hill as it appears today 

Other prehistoric mounds exist in l\'.Iadison County. Among 
them is one sin1ilar in shape and nearly as large as Round Hill, 
about seven miles fro111 Itichn1ond on the Barnes ~Iill pike. It is 
less than a hundred feet frorn the bridge over Silver Creek, near 
the -spacious pre-Civil \\r ar brick residence of Samuel Estill, no,v 
the home. of J\'lr. and 1\1:rs. J. B. Noland. The State should acquire 
and prese1 ve these n1ounds for all time. 



2 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

B®NE'S ROCK 
Daniel Boone and his brother Squire came to l{entucky in 

1769 to hunt and explore. To replenish their supply of amn1unition, 
salt and other necessities Squire 
returned, in 1770, to the settle­
ments east of the n1ountains, and 
it is believed that, on his return 
to Kentucky son1e months later, 
he cut his name and the date on 
this large lhnestone rock to . in­
form his brother Daniel of his 
,vhereabouts. The rock stood in 
the southern part of l\1adison 
County 1:etw·een Buzzard Basin 
l{nob and I\forton's Knob until 
1891, \Yhen it ,vas removed to 
the Courthouse Square in Rich­
n1ond~ It is a valuable relic of 
the earliest pioneer days in Ken­
tucky. 

The rock originally stood -on 
end b0t,veen the knobs as 
though it had been planted there 
by a race of giants. Anot~er 

"Squire Buone 1770'' Rock I · ·1 · I ·1· nrg-e stone, s11111 ar 111 s 1ape, 1es 
flat only a fe,v feet a,vay. Perhaps "Daniel Boone 1770" is in-
sctibed on its under side. . 
:. · ·· · The elevation of each kP..ob is about 1400 feet. The eleva­
tion of the stre-am (Blue Lick Creek) and the road belo,v· is about 
850 feet. The point ,vhere the rock stood has an elevation of 
~tbout 1250 feet. (See n1ap). 

DANIEL BODNE 
. -.Daniel Boone, the most famous pioneer connected ,vith the 

history of 1.VIadison County aud I{entucky, ,vas born in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, 011 N oven1ber 2, 1734. llis parents moved, 
about 1748, to Holman's Ford 0:1 the )"adkin River in No1th Caro­
lina, ,vhere Daniel married llebecca Bryan in 1755. He ,vas \vith 
Braddock in 17~5 in hif5 ll!1f<:n-tpnat0 expedition against the French 
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4 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

in Western Pennsylvania. Ten years later he visited Florida a11:d 
n1ade plans to settle there. Soon after returning fron1 Flo1ida 
he becan1e interested in I(entr.cky, " 1hich he and his brother 
Squire explored during the years 1769-71. 

Boone ,vas so char1ned ,vi th l(en tucky iha t he detarn1ined 
to settle there. In 1773 he started ,vest\Yard ,vith several fam­
ilies, including his o,vn; but Indians attacked his little con1pany 
near the Cumberland Mountah:s and caused opposition to further 
progress to develop. Boone vvould have gone on, even though his 
eldest son ,vas among- the slain, but others of his party insisted on 
turning back. He yielded to their entreati£s and returned as f al' 
east as the settlen1ents on the Clinch River, ,vhere he ,vaited for 
a 111ore opportune tin1e to settle in l(€·ntucky. To Daniel Boone, 
thcref ore, belongs the first actual atten1pt to found a settle1nent 
in l(entucky, and only the irresolution of others prevented his 
doing· so in 1773. 

In the summer of 177 4 Gover11or Dunn1ore, of Virginia, sent 
Daniel Boone and a companion to \Varn sottlers at Harrodsburg 
and surveyo1·s elsewhere in Kentucky against da11gers fron1 antici­
pated Indian attacks. Had Boone not perf orn1e-d this n1ission 
J a1nes I-Iarrod and others might not have lived to return and re­
occupy their cabins at llarrodsburg in lviarch, 1775. It should be 
noted that Boone acquir~d a lot and built a cabin at Harrod's 
settlement during his visit in 177 4. One n1ay say, therefore, that 
Daniel Boone had a close connection ,vith the establishn1ent of the 
first settlement in I(entucky--l-Iarrodsburg. 

Boone was active in the can1paign against the Sha,,~nee ln­
dians in the late summer and autun111 of 177 4. In l\'.Iarch, 1775, 
in· the en1ploy of Richard Henderso:1 and Con1pany, he cut an 
en1igrant trail by \Vay of Cun1berland Gap to a place on the south 
bank of the Kentucky River ,vhere Boonesbol'ough ,vas establish­
ed in April of that year. He directed the defense of Boonesbor­
ough in 1776 and 1777, but in Janua1·y, 1778, he ,vas ca.ptu1.·ed 
\\·hile making salt at Blue Licks, some distance north of Boones­
borough, and taken to Detroit. The Sha \vnees ref used Governor 
l Inn1ilton's offer of a hundred pounds for his release, and their 
rhief, Blackfish, adopted hin1 as his son. Roone escaped f1·on1 the 
Indians north of the Ohio, as they ,vcre retu1·ning to attack Boones~ 
borough, and successfully defended. the fort at that place during 
t!H~ tc~n.-day siege in September, 1778. In 1781. he represented 
I· uyPtte County in the Virginia legislature. Ile ,vas in the disas-
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trons Battle of Blue Licks in 1782, \\·here he lost a son, and :f\J'tet 
this _defeat he accon1paniccl Georg-c Rogers Clark's punitive.- exiiier. 
dition against the Indians no-1th of the Ohio. 

Boone lost his titles to lands in l(entucky and, a_fter~JivJng 
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This Statue of Di:lniel Boone, by A. D. Fisher, of ,viuchester, 
Kentucky, was erected near the Clark County end of the Fort 
Boonesborough lUen1orial Bridge and unveiled on July 4, 19:13, 
by citizens of Clark County, Kentueky. !Ur. Fisher conceivecl 
this idea -of Boone's perso1~ality after considerable research. 

in ,vhat is no,v \Vest Virginia and representing I{a'!ltl\vhn County 
in the Virginia I°egislature, n1oved, about 179D, to l\'Jisgouri and ac­
cepted a con1mission f ron1 the Spanish governn1ent. He 1nade long 
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expeditions into the interior of the Louisiana country and about 
1814 ,vent as far as the Yello,vstone River. At the time of his 
death~ Septe1nber 2G, 1820, the l\ilssouri legislature declared a 
t,venty-day period of mourning in his memory, and in 1845 the 
Kentucky legislature caused his and his ,vife's ren1ains to be 
moved from Missouri to the cemetery at :B..,ra.nkfort. Collins fit­
tingly says (1874) of this act of l{entucky: "It \Yas as the beauti­
ful and touching n1anifestation of filial affection sho,vn by chil­
dren to the memory of a beloved parent; and it vvas right that the 
gene·ration ,vho were reaping in peace the fruits of his toils and 
dangers, should desire .to have in their n1idst ... the sepulchre of 
this primeval patriarch, \Yhose stout heart ,vatched by the cradle 
of this no,v po\verful comn1on,vealth, in its ,veak c1nd helpless 
. f " 1n ancy ... 

It is indeed fitting, therefore, that the bicentennial of 
Daniel Boone's birth should be celebrat2d in the County and Stat2 
,vhere he rendered his greatest services to the Nation. The Com­
mission created by the Kentucky legislature early in 1934 for that 
purpose has included in its plans for the celebration the establish­
ment of national monuments at Boonesborough, Boone's Station, 
Bryan's· Station, and the Blue Licks Battlefield, in honor of Boone 
and his associates. This achievement ,vill cause the site of the. 
old fort and to,vn of Boones borough to becon1e a beautiful park 
and a great national shrine. 

I1{SCRIPTION ON A. D. FISHER'S BOONI~ lVIONUl\tIENT 

Born 1734-Died 1820 

Explored l(entucky, 1769-1774 

Opened \Vilderness Road, 1775 

Founded Boonesborough, 1775 

H unter-~tn veyor-Soldier 

Foremost Pioneer or J(entuckv .. 

"An Instrument 01·daincd to Settle the 

Wilderness" 
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INSCRIPTION ON THE BOONESBOROUGH D. A. R. 
STON:E l\fARl{ER 

---o----

_ FORT BOONESBOROUGH 
l\1ElVI:ORJAL BRIDGE 

1931 

Near The Site of Fort Boonesborough (1775-1783) 
First Fortified Station \Vest of the Alleghenies. 

B~one l\lonument erected in 1930, at the lUadi­
~on County end of the Boouesborough Bridge 
by the Boon~sborougb Chapter of the D. A. R. 

Fort Boonesborough Was 
the Fir5t Fort to be Built 
In Kentucky. It Was Two 
Hundred Miles West of the 
Nearest Outpost of Civiliza­
tion. 

It Was the Largest and 
Best Built of All the Forts 
and Stood for the Protection 
of All the Smaller .Stock­
ades. 

It. Withstood the Siege of 
1777 a.nd the Great Siege 
of 1778 Which Lasted 10 
Days. Daniel Boone In 
Con1mand. 

The Besieging Force of 400 
Indians and 12· Frenchmen 
In the Employ of the Brit­
ish Was Under the Com­
mand of Cap't. De Quindre: 
A Partisan of the British a.t 
Detroit. 

The Pioneer W01nen In 
the Fort Carried All the 
Water and Powder From 
Without the Fort During 
the Siege. 

British Power On the 
West In the War of the 
American Revolution Was 
Subdued By the Pioneers at 
Fort Boonesborough Under 
Boone. 

"Fort Bocnesporough Becan1e the Gateway Which Saved For the 
United _States Its Empir,~ of the West." 

Erected By The Daughters Of The 
Boonesborough Chapter An1erican Revolution 

1931 
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THE FORT AT B®NESBOROUGH 

As soon as Daniel Boone arrived at the Kentucky River 
(April 1, 1775) he began to erect a fort at a salt lick about sixty 
yards fro1n the south side of the river and nearly a n1ile belo,v the 
mouth of Otter Creek. It was not until June 14, however, that 
this fort ,vas con1pleted. Boone's Fort, apparently, ·,vas never of 
much consequence. Its smallness and location did not satisfy 
Richar_d Henderson, who, the day after his arrival (April 20), 
chose a site further up the river and about three hundred yards 
fron1 Boone's fort, ,vhere another fort was soon begun. 1..,his fort 

· stood just above Sycamore Hollo,v ·with one corner about sixty 
feet from the river. It appears that it was not entirely completed 
until very late; in 1776, or very early in 1777, and that in 1778 it 
was further improved. It is this second fortification to which 
properly belongs the term Fort Boonesboroug-h. The accompan­
ing illustration of it was reproduced from Le,vis Collins' "Histori., 

~2~'.\~~r~~~:j~s . ~,,} 

L · .. 
t • ;, , l .•~• ··~••· ·''.•,•,;,- .:·> .• 

~­

t: t 
t 

l.[ , -
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cal Sketches of Ken­
tucky," published in 
184 7. This concep .. 
tion of the fort ,vas 
arrived at by study­
ing a drawing of the 
ground plan of the 
fort by Richard 
Henderson, t h e 
chief founder of the 
Transylvania Col­
ony. The date 1775 
and the flag In the 
Collins illustration 

Stone !\larker placed on the site of the fort at suggest erTors. ·. 
Boonesborough in 1907 by the Boonesborough · Chap- T h e f o r t a t 
ter of the D. A. R. Boonesborough has 
been estimated as having been about 260 feet long and 180 feet 
,vide. Its greatest usefulness ,vas during the Indian attacks of 
1777 and 1778. For ten days in 1778 (Septen1ber 7-16) its 
strength made it possible for thirty men and t,venty boys, assisted 
by the \V_omen, to resist four hundred and fifty Indians under 
Captain De Quindre, ,vho had been sent by General Hamilton of 
Canada to destroy BoonesborQu~h, \Vi thin the fort the cattle 



The fort at 
Collins' 
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Boonesborough. 1eprodliced 
"Historical Sketches of 

fron1 
Kentuck_y ," 

an illustration 
published in 

in Lewis 
1847. 

9 
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and other property of the settlers were also protected during the 
siege. This victory surely saved other settlements in Kentucky 
fron1 destruction and n1ade more certain George H,ogers Clark's 
possession of the Illinois Country in 1778-79 · and the recapture of 
Vincennes in February, 1779, thereby contributing to those influ­
ences ,vhich caused the British to yield the territory north of the 
Ohio to the United States in 1783. 

Soon after the Revolution the fort at Boones borough disap­
peared. Its site is marked today by a st-one on which are in~ 
scribed the na111es of ma~y of the first settlers of Boonesborough. 
The marker is enclosed by a stone ,vall about fifty feet square. 
The fort is likely to be restored as a part of the pre-sent progran1 
to establish a national monument at Boonesborough. 

TRANSYI.JV ANIA COLONY 



. AND RICHMOND, KENTUCKY 11 

dise worth about $50,000. Approxin1ately t,vo-thirds of the pur­
chas_e ,v.as enclosed by the Kentucky, Ohio, and Cumberland rivers. 
The remainder lay south of the Cumberland. The area thus ac­
quired was named Transylvania, and plans ·,vere hastened to settle 
it and obtain its recognition as a ne\V' English colony. Daniel 
Boone ,vas engaged as early as l\'1arch 10, 1775, to cut a trail to, 
and establish a settlement on, the Kentucky River, a task ,vhich he 
s90n acco1nplished. By the middle of June, 1775, a fort ,vas com­
pleted in ,vhat is no,v l\1adison County, and a town begun, 
,vhich Virginia incorpol'ated as Boonesborough, in October, 1779. 

Richard Henderson arrived at the settlement on April 20, 
1775, and soon issued a call for a convention to organize a govern­
n1ent for the Colony of Transylvania. On 1\iay 23 seventeen dele­
gates, representing Boonesborough, Harrodsto,vn, St. Asaph, and 
Boiling Spring, assembled und~r a great elm tree in Sycan1ore 
Hollo,,,., near the fort, and' in a four-day session enacted nine la,vs 
and agreed upon a f orn1 of government. By the close of the sun1-
mer of 1775 'to,vn lots had been laid out, a land office opened, a 
general store set up, and other activities necessary in a frontier 
comn1unity encouraged. 

On· Septe1nber 25, 1775, the proprietors of the Transylvania 
Con1pany elected J a1nes Hogg to carry a petition to the. Continen­
tal Congress, at Philadelphia, for the recognition of Transylvania 
as a men1ber of the United Colonies. But this colonization scheme 
\vas doomed to failure. The authorities of Virginia fro,vned 
upoh it, the Cherokees ,vere declared to have no po,ve1' to transfe1~ 
the land, and the proprietors ,vere "charged "'ith ·republican 
innovations and Utopian schemes." Furthern1ore, ne,vs can1e fro1n 
Transylvania settlers declaring their dissatisfaction ,vith the 
Company's land policy. The Congress, therefore, did not recog­
nize Transylvania. Harrodsto,vn (later called IIarrodsburg) un­
der the leadership of George Rogers ,Clark, became the center of 
opposition to the pretensions of the Con1pany, and in Decen1ber, 
1776, Virginia created the County of I(entucky, thereby exten-
.ding her authority over that part of the Cherokee grant no,v in 
Kentucky. The first cou1t of l{entucky County ,vas held at 
Harrodsto,vn on September 2, 1777 .. 

This B:bortive colonial enterprise, ho,vever, ,vas a great 
asset to the expansive revolutionary program of the Americans. 
It encouraged a considerable e1nigration to l(entucky, and the fort 
at Boonesborough rendered the greatest protection to the settle-
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. ments· south of the Ohio. Had the fort not withstood the long 
siege of September, 1778, the Indians and British ,vould n1ost 
likely have ,viped out the other scttlen1ents in Kentucky and frus­
trated Clark in his attempt to hold the Illinois Country. 

This singular service in itself justifies the recognition of 
the colonial efforts of I-Ienderson and his colleagues in founding 
Boones borough as a n1aj or service in the building of our Nation. 
Had there been no Transylvania 'Company, there ,vould · have been 
no Boonesborough, and that n1ight have 1neant the defeat of 
George Rogers Ch1sk and the probable loss of the North ,vest Ter­
ritory in the rrreaty of 1783. 

B®NE'S TRACE, or tl1e WILD.ERNESS ROAD 

On l\'larch 10, 1715, Daniel Booue, in charge of thirty ~Tood­
choppers en1ployed by the Transylvania Con1pany, beg_a.~ to cut a 
trail, or trace, fron1 a point near the \\T atauga River, in ,vh~t is no,v 

. . -

:-::,t,;~~7:..T~ -=--~:-/5! 
$_· . .-. ~ ·,r;-

{ .,..., t~ 

the extreme eastern part of Ten-
nessee, through Ctunberland Gap 
to a point on the l(entucky River 
,vherc the first settlen1ent of the 
Transylvania Con1pany ,vas to be 
made. Seven days later, at Syca­
n1ore Shoals on the \Vataug-a, the 
Co1npany concluded a treaty ,vith 
the Cherokee Indians, acqufi·ing 
thereby nearly 20,000,000 acres 
of land for about $50,000 in 1ner­
chanclise. 'rhe l'oad \vhich Boone 
cut through the ,vilderness pass­
e1 through Cumberland Gap and 
en to Boone's Gap near Big Hill. 
The trace thence crossed ,vhat is 
no,v 1\1:adison County, and · the 
,vorkmen arrived at the Keri­
tucky River on April 1, 1775. 

This trace, or trail, becan1e the 
general route taken by settlers 
\\·ho ca111e into the Blue Grass \Vilclerness H.oad l\la1·ker, Court­

hQnse Square, Rkhn1ond. Iteg·ion via Cuinberland Gap. His­
torian·s oftei refer to it as the \Vilderness Road. Its course has 
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recently been n1arked, and the markers n1ay be seen along 
the course of the old trail that passed through lVIadison County and 
near Richn1ond to Boonesborough. 

SYCAMORE HOLLOW 
Sycamore I-Iollow· is one of the important historic spots in 

Kentucky. 'rhe place is an elongated depression of t,vo or n1ore 
acres, ,vhich opens into the l{entucky by n1eans of a sn1all stream 
called Spring Lick, or ·Creek. The Hollo,v became and ren1ained 
the . center of activity at Boonesborough. Its springs afforded 
water for man and beast and its giant sycamores and elm extended 
their benevolent branches. Just belo,v it or near its upper edge not 
far from its entrance into the Kentucky the settlers built the large, 
strong fort ,vhich Henderson advised. Under the "Great Eln1," 
on lVlay 23-27, 1775, ,vas organ­
ized the govern111ent of the Tran­
sylvania Colony; and on Sunday, 
May 28, 1775, this san1e tree be­
came the house of ,vorship dur­
ing the first recorded religious 
service held in Kentucky, John 
Lythe officiating. A "Giant Sy­
ca1nore" of the Hollov{ ,vitnessed 
the famous po,v,vo,v \Vith the In­
dians before the long siege of 
Fort Boonesborough in Septem­
ber, 1778. Skulking savages 
s o u g h t points of advantage 
an1ong trees of the Hollo,v during 
Indian attacks, and children gam­
boled about this natu1·al enclosure 
during periods of safety. Cabins 
were built and the soil tilled, and 
apparently the Hollo,v ,vas in­
cluded in the corporate limits of 
Boonesborough. 

George \\"'. Ranck says in his 
book on Boonesborough (1901) 

The -la-st . Giant Boonesborough 
Sycamore before its remo·val to 
Rkhn1ond in the autwnn of 1932. 

that of the three g·iant sycamores ,vhich graced this spot in Dan­
iel Boone's day "one fell in 1873 and the other in 1885 .... ", and .. 
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The last Giant Uoont-sboroug-h Syca1nore in aH it9 glory. One of the springs 
nearby is also shown. This illustration was used in George ,v. Ra11ck's "Boones­

borough," a 1901 Filson ('lub publication. 
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thaf· the third, "hollo,ved by time, decay, and the leaden sto1n1s 
of a Revolutionary conflict, is no,v a n1ere shell ,vithin ,vhich four 
or five men could stand. It is the one solitary thing still at 
Boonesborough that has felt the familiar touch of Boone and 
Henderson and I{enton." Collins says (1874) that the sides of 
two of these trees to,vard the fort "were literally killed: [in 1778] 
by the bullets fired during the long siege at the Indians concealed 
behind then1." 

The last of these three giant sycamores \Vas ren1oved in Oc­
tober and Noven1ber, 1932, by the author of this booklet and some 
of his students to Richn1ond to be preserved for posterity. Its 
dian1eter at the base is six feet and t,Yo inches. The tree had died 
a fe,v years before itsi ren1oval. Sycamore Hollo,v is still noted 
as one of the• largest sycan1ore' g1~oves in the United States. The 
springs in and near the place did 1nuch to influence Boone in 
choosing- this site for his settlement. The springs no longer flo,v. 
The Hollo,v has filled to a depth of about nine feet since the Gov­
ernment built locks in the I{entncky River to aid navigation. Solid 
parts of the tree ,vere ren1oved belo\v the surface to its roots to 
be used in making souvenirs. 

B®NESBOI{OUGH 
The arrival of Daniel Boone and his party at the l{entncky 

River on April 1, 1775, ,vas the beginning· of the to,vn of Boones­
borough, ,vhich thus becan1e the second settlement in I(entucky. 
Harrodsto,vn, or Harrodsburg, as the place ,vas later called, had 
been settled in June, 1774, by James Harrod and a party of \ 7ir­
ginians, ,vho abandoned the place late in July, 1774, because of 
Indian hostilities. They returned, ho,vever, March 15, 1775, and 
made I-Iarrodsburg a permanent settlement, thus antedating th~ 
settlement at Boonesborough by seventeen days. 

Boonesborough played an important part in the early his­
tory of l{entt~cky, as is told else,vhere in this booklet. By the 
time of its incorporation in1 October, 1779, a tovvn plat of t,venty 
acres had been laid off into streets and 119 lots. It ,Yas estin1ated 
that fifty acres more "~onld soon be needed for the sa1ne purpose. 
The remainder (570 acres) of the section of land allotted the to,Yn 
\Yas to be used as "com1nons'' by the to,vnspeople. The act of in­
corporation nan1ed Daniel Boone, Richard Calh1\vay, Jan1es Estill, 
and seven others as t111s tees. rfhey de(!lined to sei·ver h(nv~ver, 
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a-nd in 1787 a supplementary law vested the governn1ent in ten 
other n1en, including Green Clay, \Villian1 Irvine and Ilobert Rodes. 

Boonesborough 1nay be said to have had an auspicious be­
ginning. It ,vas established by the Transylvania ·C.on1pa11y, ,vhose 
purpose ,vas to f 0~1nd a colony ,vest of the Allegheny l\1ountains. 
It had the first considerable fortification, and it ,vas the first seat 
of gove1nn1ent in ,vhat later becan1e J{entucky. One of its citi­
zens, Richard Calla,vay, obtained the first ferry rights (October, 

.. · \. ... .. 

~'j 

,J 
. : i 

. . ........ _ ..... 

Ferry and Bridge at Bccnesbcroug·h. The ferry was discontinued after the 
opening of the bridge in 1931. 

1779) in l(entucky at Boonesborough, and it ,vas the first to\\·n 
in Kentucky to be incorporated (October, 1779) ~ The to,vn \\'as 
also first-in other particulars, but it ,vas doon1e-d to oblivion as an 
urban community. · _ 

It appears that in 1789 Eoonesborough had "up,vards of a 
hundred and tvventy houses," and in 1792 it ,vas conspicuous for 
its shipments ·of tobacco in barges do,vn the Kentucky River. In 
1792, Green Clay, vVilliam Clark, \Villiam Irvine, and thirty other 
l{entuckians offered the State 18,550 acres of land and 2,6;10 
pounqs sterling to locate its capital at Boonesborough. The to,vn's 
prosperity, ho,vever, continued to ,vane. The census of 1810 gives 
its population as sixty-eight, and other government records sho·N 
that it ,vas intermittently a United States postoffice until Dcceni-
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ber 4, 1866, ,vhen, it appears, postal service vvas discontinued and 
• not res-tuned until the tin1e of rural free deli very. 

The place today has not even a country store, and there 
remains no vestige of the old cemetery ,vhich had its beginning 
,vithin the ,valls of the fort. Even the last of the three giant syca­
mores, ,vhich \Vitnessed many important stirring events in the 
first decade of I(entucky's early history, ,vas ren1oved to 
Richmond late in 1932. 

General view of the beach at Boonesbor,ough. 

Eoonesborough is now only a bathing beach and a small 
summer resort. Its significance in the Nation's history, ho,vever, 
warrants the construction of an appropriate monument on the 
site of its old fort, the restoration of this fort, and the develop­
n1ent of a national park \Vithin the corporate limits of the old to,vn. 

MADISON COUNTY 
The Virginia la,v pass,ed in 1.785, creating l\1adison County, 

the fifth county in ,vhat is no"v the State of I{entucky, did not go 
into effect until August 22, 1786, \Vhen the ne\v county ,vas duly 
organized at the home of George Adan1s at a settle1nent called 
l\Iilford, on Taylor's Fork of Silvei· Creek, about four miles south­
,vest of the present to,vn of I-lich1nond. The con1missioners' choice 
Qf ~ county-seat ,va~ ~q11firn1~q by th~ Virg·inia legislature in 178H. . . -
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At l\'.Tilf ord a; ten1porary place to hold court ,vas prepare~ in 1787 
at a cost of 880 pounds of tobacco, and a year later a stone and 
fran1c courthouse ,vas built, ,vhere the business of the County 
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Prer.ent Courthouse, built 1849. 

,vas conducted until 1798, ,vhen the seat of government ,vas 
moved to a n1ore favorable site, later called Richmond. It appears 

that the re1noval ,vas confirmed 
by a fistic encounter bet,veen 
representatives of the t,vo co1n­
n1unities,. the l\1ilfordites losing. 
The County authorities later con1-
p0asated certain citizens of Th'Iil­
ford to the amoani of $1,600 for 
the depreciation of the value of 
their property due to the change 
of the seat of government. In 
the fo1·mation of other counties ltuins of the first l\Iadison County 

t·ourthousc, four and a half n1ilcs l\Tadison ,vas reduced in size fron1 
fr<:m Richmcnd, as it loGkecl in 1912. tin1e- to tin1e until ·it no,v contains 
l'he stone chin1ney still stands. 

(See 1nap.) only 446 square n1iles. It ,vas 
named.for J an1es l\'Iadison, \vho later becan1e President. lVladison 
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County should celebrate the sesqui-centennial of its organization 
in .,1936. 

RICHMOND 
The first settle1nent at Richn1ond ,~.7as made in 178~1 by 

Colonel John l\'.Iiller, ,vho ,vas a Revoiutionary captain \vith \Vash­
ington at Yorkto,vn. It appears that Miller purchased four hundred 
acres of land from 
W i l 1 i a n1 Hoy, 
,vho h a d pre-
empted one thou-
sand acres ,vhere 
Richn1ond n o ,v 
stands. The order 
ren1oving t h e 
countv seat fro111 ., 

lviilf ord in 1798 
stated "that the 
riage near John 
1\Iiller' s b a r n 
and brick kiln is 
appointed . a n d 
fixed on for the 
pern1anen t s e a t 
of justice for this 
county." 1..,he rec­
ords sho,v that 
1Vli1ler' s b a r n 
served as the 
courtho1_~se until 
1799, ,vhen an­
other house ,vas 
built, ,vhich serv­
ed t h e county 
govern1nent until 
the present court­
house "·as erect­
e~ in 1849. 

Richn1ond ,v a s 
rcderal Court Building and Postcffice, built 1891. 

not incorporated until 1809, and as late as 1818 it \Vas referred to, 
in print, as "a n1anufacturing little log· village." The present 
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courthouse, though built e·ighty-five years a~·o, pi·esents a very 
substantial and attractive appearance. Its massive classic archi-

'I'he Pioneer l\lemorial Fountain, 
erectetl in 1906 at the S. E. oorner 
of the Courthouse Square in Rich­
n1011d by Goycrnor Da.Yid R. Fran­
c-is, of i\Iissouri, a native of .l\iadiso11 

County. 

· tecture is both impressive and 
be!:tutiful. The recol'ds therein 
date back to August, 1786, and 
contain valuable inforn1ation re­
lating to the early history of 
I{entucky and l\1adison County. 
Richn1ond ,yas n::uned for Rich­
mond, Virginia, ,Yhich had b~en 
na1ned by Colonel \Villian1 Byrd, 
"probably because of the siini­
larity of its site to that of I{ich­
mond on the Than1es." The to,Yn 
no-\v has about 7,000 inhabjtants, 
exclusive of non-resident college 
students. It is 1·eplete in historic 
lore and includes houses ,vhich 
have stood for n1ore than a hun­
dred years. In many hon1es are 
interesting antiques~ old manu­
scripts and books, and valuable 
paintings, n1any of ,vhich in­
trigue the in1ag-ination and stir 
the en1otions. 

TI-IE INSCRIPTION ON THE DAVID R. FRANCJS PIONEER 

oiIEl\IORIAL F1OUNTAIN: 

In n1emory of the pioneers ,vho with energy born of 

conviction ,vrested ,vealth fron1 the earth and gave 

an empire to untold generations to con1e, this 

n1en101ial is dedicated by one of l{cntucky's native 

sons. 1775-1906. 
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GENERAL GREEN CLAY 
General Green Clay ,vas born in Po,vhatan County, ''ir­

ginia, August 14, 1757. He ,vas a descendant of a British soldier 
sent to Virginia in 1676 to· put do,vn Bacon's llebellion, and can"!e 
as a young n1an from Virginia to 
\vhat is no,v I\1adison County and 
soon settled on land ,vhere, in 
1799, he built a brick residence 
.,vhich his son Cassius lVL, many 
Years later, developed into the 
palatial n1ansion c~lled vVhite I-Iall. 
General Clay o,vned tens of thou­
sands of acres of land in I{en­
tucky. I-le served in the Virginia 
legislature fro111 Kentucky and 
represented 1\1adison County in 
the Virginia convention called in 
1788 to ratify the Federal Consti­
tution, voting against ratification. 

General Green Clay, frotn steel en­
graving used in Cassius l\I. Clay's 
"Lif c, l\Ie1uoil's, ,vriti.ngs a u d 

Speeches," Cincinnati, 188_6. f:i< ~\ 
~fll :"'•!_.t .• ---•. ~:-·.~;:;-. :tie>L: He helped f orn1 the second cons ti-

::-•, .: · , ... , • · •11f ~ 11111 tution of I(entucky in 179~) and 
~: ·~ ·:::.~ ....... -~: ·: , ,~:;"_,·;·~~.t·~:= ably repl'esented ~1adison County 
;~{-,._~/~~'-:-/A;;·:- ~- , 1··, ,:·.~1 in both houses of the State leg·i~-
;: .. : .. ': \ . • . l f.,;.,:} Iature. General Clay commande<l 
): ,.; )j).,1~ \ ·.. ' • f . t~\~[fl three thousand Kentucky troop.:<, 
:,-~rr. :::·-"·· ·; .-1 i. , ·_ , - . , ~\.-.,~-~ in 1813, to avenge the "i\Iassacre 
; t ·· ••:-•~-..,, , ; 1 ~ '.il~ 

\:',· f '~/:~j7·_::·:;-~ :~::' ... ::.1:zy Ua~!:o!a!:::~, s~:~i;~'.~tc~~:~l'~! 
his military ability, "that he 

1'1onument at the grave of General placed that post under his con1-
Green Clay. mand; and he subsequently de-

fended Fort 1\-Ieigs against fifteen hundred British Canadians and. 
five thousand Indians under Tecun1seh ... " 

General Clay died, October 31, 1828, and ,viis buried on hi~ 
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. 
estate ,vithin a fe,v hundred yards of ,vhere. White Hall 
stands. A very n1odest monun1ent n1arks the grave of this illus­
·trious early citizen of l\'1adison County. 

CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY 
General Cassius 1\1:arcellus Clay, son of General Green Clay, 

,vas born in l\1adison -County, October 19, 1810. He graduated 
"rith distinction fron1 Yale University in 1832, having the singular 

I-

~ .· ·. ,·,::~~;~~t~?~·ti 
" 

honor, on invitation, of 
giving the Washington ~- ~ ,'~ ~:~~;:;;:t: 17·-~ ~ _: v. Centennial address in 

·-.,.?-'t.·t~- ~:;) . ',.'. Ne,v Haven, on Febru-
-,.:-- { · ary 22, 1832, then and 

,,;tl~fl:~'.- ,,-· ·•·.·. 1 ~.~err :et:~;!sla~:r; 
... · · ··,. ,; ... ·.. ; ,· .J~, -1 .speech." In 1845, he 

· .rf•:,.,·J _1- · --~-- ' 
1

1 
• f~ ... , founded at Lexington, 

::f _: , /'.~- -~>~ :_.; ·>\\ :] I(entucky, an anti-s1av-t·-~ ., . , / ,/.... . ..· ,"-':i . . .. ·~ :~ 
· .• · •

1 
•; _, /.-: · . : ···\_') . ery paper called "The 

I / __ ,_... · · T1 .. 1 ·1e A m e 1· 1· c a n," 
<· . . .. ' ~: .. ·;;~) \. 

~, ;_ · ·; .;,.t_ ,vhich he published for 
;i... \'. • .~.-i,.~r:·, .. 1,' . :~ 

/ :>'·_ ' ·· • ,;; >, -1 1 :~:;; :~~~tli~:~;~~l~!~ :; ; { .:~~--~ ·_. ' ·. ..~-.-,. · .. :.; . . :· ,.: .· :;~ .... 

_· ./) opposed to slavery and 
· ._,,•·.-· •

1 
•· · :j to the annexation of 

/ . / ii;· '{~:as,i:e :~1;e~~:f::~ 
····:- '.: · · · '. ,.v' ·l, ··i \Var, and so endeared 
i · ". , , '; i\, ,-}~.,.i]ii't·~"'·;:j)j himself to his company 

of Kentuckians that, ·on 
General Cassius 1\1. Clay. his return, Lexington 

gave him. a public reception, and l\1adison County presented hin1 
,vith a beautiful S\VOrd. The S\Vord is on display in the Berea 
College library. By_ this tin1e Horace Greeley, of the Ne,v York 
Tribune, so appreciated Th:Ir. ·Clay that, in 1848, he edited and pub­
lished "The Writings, Speeches and Addresses of Cassiu~ l\·1arcel-
lus Clay." · 

General Clay served several terms in the l{entucky legis­
lahu·e; he gave land and 111oney to the movernent which produced 
Berea College; and he ,vas a candidate for the Vice-Presidency be­
fore the Republican convention in 1860. }le was a minister to Rus-

... .. .... - - • • • ' -- - -- .. • • - 4 •• ., ..... 
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sia during Lincoln's and Johnson's administrations. In 1862 he ,vas 
made l\1ajor-General of Volun­
teers by President Lincoln. I-le al­
,vays clahned the credit for the 
purchase of Alaska in 1867. 1-Ie 
\Vas one of the earliest en1anci-

JOHN CR®KE'S COMP ASS 

This co111pass ,vas used by Major 
John Crooke, surveyor of lVIadison 
County fron1 1795 to 1847, in sur .. 
veying hundreds of thousands o.f 
acres of land in l{entucky, in lay-· 
ing out the to,vn of Richmond in 
1798, and in surveying Boone's 
Trace (the ,~vnderness lload) in 
1812. It is the property of l\1ajor 
Crooke's great - granddaughter, 
J\i1rs. John Green, lVIadison County, 
and is on display at the Teachers 
College in Richmond. ?tfrs. Green 
also has a nun1ber of valuable Major John Crookc's e01npass. 

~anuscripts pertaining to her great-grandfather'~ long and inter­
esting career as a surveyor, 
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WHITE HALL 
vVhite Hall ,vas the home of Cassius l\iarcellus Clay, and 

in his lifetin1e ,vas one of the sho,v places in the State. Cassius 
1\1.'s father, Gene-ral Green Clay ( 1757-1828), built one of the 
first t\vo-story he,vn log houses in I{entucky on or near the site 
later occupied by ~Thite Hall. .A.bout 1799 the General built a 
con1n1odious brick ho1ne nearby, ,vhich his son Cassius 1\1., soon 
after the Civil \\r ar, incorporated into the mansion \Vhite Hall. 
Its n1apy roon1s and spacious halls suggest the ,vealth and luxury 
expected of General Green Clay and his fan1ous son. 'fhe great 
drc1,Ying room, ,vith its artistic decorations and beautiful columns, 
testifies to the aesthetic sense of the o,vner of White Hall. This 
roon1 ,vas indeed a fitting place for Joel T. Hart's splendid bust 
of Cassius lVL Clay and the n1any other ,vorks of art contained 
therein. The house is indicative of the n1agnificence of other 

\Vhite Hall, the ho1ne of Cassius l\I. Clay, as it looks today. 

days, although it is no,v in great need of repairs. The graves of 
General Green Clay and other n1embers of the family are near 
the house. \Vhite Hall is a n1ile off the Richmond-Lexington 
pike, about ~ix n1iles fron1 Rich1nond (see map). It ,vas natned 
for the famous old royal palace \Vhitehall in London. I(entucky 
shou Irl prese1 ve the historic home of the "Lion of White Hall,'' 
as· Cas~i us IVI. Clay \V~$· called, 
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CANNON USED TO DEFEND "THE 1"'RUE 
A1'1ERICAN" 

27 

Cassius 1\-1. Clay began, in June, 1845, at Lexington, I(en­
tucky, the prjntih.g of an anti-slavery paper called "The rrrue 
An1erican." When threats ,vere n1ade to stop its publication, he 
"purchased t\vo four-pounder c·aunon at Cincinnati," and ,vith 
other "~eapons and ."six or eight persons" prepared to defend the 
"freedon1 of the press." His press ,vas not n1olested as long as 
he rc111ained in st1ch readiness to repulse an attack. One of these 

,· 
. :: :· .. '. ·t: ,, 

Cannon usecl in 1845 to clef end "Tbe True Ainerican." Colt's Revolve!' pl'e · 
sentcd to C. 1\-I. Cla.y by President Linc,oln in 1861, in ap11reciatio11 of his de­
fense; of the \Vhite House and Navy Yarcl in ,vashington during the exciting 
weeks following l\tr. Lincoln's inauguratim1. The cannon is in the possession 
of l\Jrs. llrut.us J1 Clay, Ric1uuoncl. The rtvolver is in the 1>ossession of 

Caperton Burnam, Richmond. 

cannon is in th~ possession of 1\1:r. Clay's son's ,vido,v, l\tlrs. Brutus 
Junius Clay, and may be seen at her residence on West l\iain 
Street, Richn1ond. 

THE BATTLE OF RICHMOND 
While General ltobert E. Lee, in August, 1862, ,vas pushing· 

the Ji""'ederals aside and making a ,vay for his first invasion of the 
North, the Confederates \\'ere Rlso planning to occupy I~entucky 
and carry the ,var, perhaps, north of the Ohio. · A 1nonth earlier 
General John IL lVIorgan had made his first l'aid through l{en-
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tucky, returning via Richmond to Tennessee. It ,vas evident, 
therefore, that Kentucky could be invaded. Accordingly, General 
l{irby S1nith, ,vith about 12,000 ii1fantry and L!,000 cavalry, pass­
ed through the defiles west of Cun1be1~land Gap, and, a voiding 
the Federal troops guarding that passage, 1narched on in the di­
rection of Lexington and Cincinnati. 

General \Villian1 Nelson, ,vhose headquarters ,:vere at Lex­
ington, had about 16,000 troops to defend the Blue Grass Country. 
rrhe Confederates n1et no opposition until they entered l\Iadison 

The Solon1on Smith House, built more than a hundred yea1·s ago. At this house, 
which stands on the hill nea.r the site of the old l\'Iadison Female Institute, the 

Union soldiers captured in the Battle of Richmond, were paroled 

County, ,vhere about 7,000 of Nelson's command, under General 
lVL D. 1\-Ianson, ,vere located near Richn1ond. The first skirn1ish 
occurred August 29 near Rogersville, on the Big I-Iill pike. In this 
cngagen1ent the Confederates were repulsed, but early the next 
day they drove the Federals back to Richn1:ond and beyond to 
the I(cntucky River. All day, ·,vith the temperature reaching 
ninety-six in the shade, the battle raged along the high"Tay, over 
the meado,vs and co1nfields, and even in the cen1etery and on 
the streets of Richn1011d·. rrhe Federals made two or three des-



AND RICHMOND, KENTUCI{Y 29 

perate attempts to stop the ene1ny, but, being mostly raw troops 
just from their hon1es across the Ohio and believing then1selves 
greatly outnun1bered, theh~ efforts ,vere in vain. General Nelson 
arrived fro1n Lexington about 2 :00 P. lVL, and vainly tried to sten1 
the tide. The Federal ar1ny ,Yas entirely routed, and Union sol­
diers ,vho escaped, fled across the I{entucky River to the North. 
The Confederates reported the Union loss as 206 officers and 
n1en ki11ed, 844 ,vounded, 4,303 prisoners, besides the capture of 
"9 pieces of artillery, 
10,000 stands of small 
arn1s, and large quanti­
ties of supplies." Their 
0lvn loss \Yas probably 
75 killed a n d 2 0 0 . 
,vounded. rrhe Conf ed­
erate lvfili tary History 
('' ol. ''III, p. 46) states 
that "the attack ,vas 
n1ade and resisted ,vith 
energy and vigor, so 
n1 uch so that Sn1i th be­
lieved that he had en-
countered 10,000 n1en, 

Hiding- }>lace of Conf eclerate soldiers on the 
Kentucky River in l\:Iadison County. 

and l\1a11son ,:vas confident that he ,vas beaten by an army of 
veterans 16,000 strong." 

The l\1adison Fe1nale Institute in Richn1ond ,vas converted 
into a hospital for the \\rounded, and the dead ,vere buried in the 
Richn1ond cemetery, fron1 ,vhich they ,vere later removed to the 
National cen1etery at Ca1np Nelson. The trustees of the Institute, 
in Fehruary, 1863, lodged a claim against the United States for 
damages done the school ,vhile it ,vas used as a hospital and in 
l\iay, 1915, received $5,200 fro111 the Federal Govern1nent. , 

General Sn1ith recruited troops in Richmond and places 
near, and ,vas soon assisting General Bragg, who had invaded 
Kentucky further ,vest, in setting up a Confederate state govern­
n1ent at Frankfort. The Confederates, ho,vever, after the Battle 
of Perryville, October 8, retired from the State. General Lee had 
already (September 17) been turned back at Antietam. 

THE U. S. GRANT HOUSE 
Early in 1864 U. S. Grant ,vas made Lieutenant General 

of the Union Armies. At that tin1e he ,vas in Eastern Tennessee, 
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fron1 ,vhich section he had recently driven the Confederates. In 
going to \Vashington to confer \vith Lincoln and Stanton, he rode 
\vith his staff through Cun1berland Gap to Lexington, I{entucky, 
,vhere he took the train to the capital. Night overtook hin1, hO"\Y--

The U. S. Grant House (Jones' Tavern)". where General Grant was 
entertained in 1864. ( See n1ap). 

ever, before he arrived in Lexington, and he sought and obtained 
lodging at a farn1house in 1\1adjson County. This house, then. 
kno,vn as "Jones' Tavern," \Vas a Confederate soldier's hon1e and 
still stands on ,vhat is no\v the Big IIill pike. It is the property 
of Bel'ea College. The 1·oon1 in ,vhich the General slept is at the 
extren1e rig-ht and rear of the house and is no,v used as a 1nuseum. 
(See ma~). 

KIT CARSON 

The famous hunter, Indian fighter, scout, pathfinder, and 
soldier, ·Christopher Carson, better kno\vn as Kit Carson, first 
sa,v the light of day, Decen1ber 24, 1809, on Tate's Creek pike in 
lVIadison County ,rithin three miles of Richn1ond. Soon after 
Kit's birth his father n1oved to l\iissouri, ,vhere the son gre,v to 
1nanhood. 
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At seventeen Kit Carson began his adventuresome career 
on the Sante Fe Trail. Fro1n 1826 to 1842 he ·,vas associated ,vith 
such .noted hunters and fur traders as E,ving Young, Peter Ogden, 
Bent, and St. Vrain. 
Perhaps he is better 
kno,vn for his valuable 
services to John C. 
Fremont in his three 
g r e a t expeditions 
through the ,,rest in 
1842 to 1846, the last 
of \V hich culminated· in 
the conquest of Cali­
fornia, in ,vhich he 
played an interesting 
part. 

In 1847 l{it car-Tied 
dispatches fro111 Cali­
fornia to the author­
ities at \Vashington, a 
distanc~ of nearly four 
thousand 111iles, and in 
1853 he drove 6,500 
sheep over the moun­
tains to California. A 

[....;.::,..,i:::•:-.:u::·_;•::~:.:,._:: /!-: .. ,_~•:::· .... :,:.,,. ·, ·•.:·_·--:'.:·•·:'.· .-: ·· :\-·'.· .. · .~,.;.":•: __ :·::-.f~'.-::._.'.:"':::'.,.:.,-- ;,: :·.·_;;~ 
~~ ' ,. 

,; ·,"'."',:-tt~·< 
I \I;:"_!\, ..... {. , ./ 

Kit (Cluisto1>her) Carson. 

little later he was appointed Indian agent in N e,v JVIexico, ,vhere 
during the follo,ving years he rendered valuable service to the 
Indians and the Federal Govern1nent He ,vas brevetted Brigaditr­
General for n1eritorious service during the War Between the 
States. After the ,var he ren1ained in the Indian service until 
his death on lVIay 23, 1868. His gTave is; at Taos, Ne,v ~lexico, 
,vhich was his home the greater part of his life. 

Kit ·Carson's picturesque career rivals that of either Daniel 
Boone or David ,Crockett. In many respects it is more deservil~g 
of honor. Carson City, the capital of Nevada, was na1ned for him, 
and in1posing monuments co1n1nen1orate his life. Perhaps the 
most magnificent ,vas erected at Denver, Colorado, in 1911. Sure­
ly l\ladison County should at least mark the place of his bhth. 
(See map). 



34 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

JUSTICE SAMUEL FREEMAN MILLER. 
The greatest native of l\'ladison County ,vas Samuel Free­

man :rvliller, ,,·ho \\·as born in IUchn1ond, April 5, 1816. H_e grad­
uated in medicine from T11tnsylvania University in 1838 and at 
once began to practice in Richn1ond. He soon abandoned that 

~{.•; 

~;)~<~ 

.. 
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Sa1nuel Fn:onan l\Iiller, Associate Justice of 
the United States Supre1ne Court, 1862-1890. 

profession, h o ,v e v er, 
studied la"., and ,vas 
. admitted to the bar in 
1844. I-Ie began the 
practice of la ,v in Bar­
bourville. I{ en tu c k y, 
,vhere he rose very rap­
idly in the legal pro­
fession. 

l\ir. :rviiller ,vas bit­
tei_~ly opposed ~o slav-. 
ery, and ,vhen l(en­
tucky made a nc,v con­
stitution in 1849, ,,·hich 
n1ore firn1ly entrenched 
the institution of slaY­
ery in the State, he 
moved to the free State 
of lo\\Ta. ...~fter the 
passage of the I{ansas­
N ebraska .A.ct in 1854 
he joined in organizing 

the Republican Party to prevent the extension of slavery to the 
territories. In 1862 President Lincoln appointed hirn Associate 
Justice of the United States Supre111e Court, a position "·hich he 
held ·with great distinction until his death on October 12, 1890. 
Justice lVIHler ranks ,vith John ~Iarshall and other great Ameri~ 
can jurists. 

WACO AND BYBEE POTTERY 
Perhaps the oldest industry in lVIadison County is that of 

1naking pottery. Son1e tin1e in the 1840's, J. P. Grinstead, \Yho 
had learned the potter's trade in ·virginia, began the 111aking of 
earthe1n\'nre at \Vaco. It is believed that Green Clay Sn1ith, after---
,vards a general in the \Var Eel\Yeen the States, and a pro1ninent' 
politicjan, ,ras associated \Yith l\Ir. Grinstead for a tilne in the 
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n1aking of pottery. About seventy-one years ago the Bybee pottery 
plant near \Vaco ,vas established by Louis Bybee and a son of J. 

· P. Grinstead. Other locations in the vicinity of vVaco have also 
had pottery establishments. A superior and v~ried quality of 
,vare is still turned out at -VVT aco and Bybee, and is shipped to all 

!~7 ~:· .. :t•f~·~ -~ .. '. t ··:.;-. -~· .. ; ~:-r 
(;':-. .. '• 

~. ----- ~ ....... 
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Baking Pottery at Waco and Bybee. 

parts of the United States. It is interesting to note that son1e 
of 1\iorgan's r~dders visited vVaco during the Civil \Var and on 
learning· that the operator of the plant, Valentine Bnu111stark, ,vas 
a Union sympathizer, broke up the \vare ready for the n1arket 
and· in other \Vays damaged the establishn1ent. 

IRVINETON, NOW UNITED S1"'ATES 
TRACHOMA HOSPITAL 

This residence on Lancaster Avenue, near the State Teach­
ers College, \Yas built in the early 18~0's by Dr. Anthony \Vayne 
Itollins, ,vho sold it in 1829 to David Irvine, ,vho in tun1 gave 
it to his daughter, Elizabeth Susan, soon after her n1n1Tiagc, in 
1~46, to her· cousin, Willian1 1\iicClanahan Irvine. Irvineton be-
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can1e one of the finest old hon1es in 1\'.Iadison County, ,vhere the 
Irvines, the lVIcDo,vells, the Burnan1s, the Clays, the Shelbys, and 
n1any other nan1es prominent ·in the annals of Kentucky were 
often associated "~ith its hospitality. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Susan Irvine, ,vho becan1e a ,vido,~, in 1891, 
,vas a granddaughter of Governor Isaac Shelby and pr. 
Ephrajm 1VlcDo,ve11, the father of the science of ovariotomy. Her 
love for humanity caused her at her death jn 1918 to leave Irvine-

Irvinetcn, built in the early 1s2o·s, now a United States trachoma hospital 

ton to the l\1edical Society of I(entucky to be used as a hospital 
in 111en1ory. of her father, Colonel David Irvine, and her distin­
guished grandfather, Dr. Ephraim lVIcDo,vell. The Society, in 
conjunction ,vith the United States Public Health Service, uses_ 
Irvineton as a hospital for those \vhose vision has been impaired. 
by trachoma. · 

l\1rs. Irvine also provided that her n1any valuable paintings, 
relics, antique furniture, and other heirlooms remain ,vithin 
Irvineton's stately ,valls. The medal ,vhich Congress a\varded 
Governor Isaac Shelby in 1816 fot· his services at the Battle of the 
Than1es, Octobe1· 5, 1813, is in this valuable collection. In reality, 
the large office of Dr. Robert Sory, superintendent of the hos­
pital, is a veritable 1nuseum, and must be seen to be appreciated. 
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UpJ)cr · 1eft-New Hope Presbytcria.n Church, built 1805; Uppcl' right-l\lount 
Zion Church, built 1852; Center-Flatwood Christian Church, built about 1843; 
Lower left--Oane Springs .Church, built 1803; Lower right-Viney l4'orli Church, 

bujlt 179"1, rebuilt in 1885. (See ma,p). 
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OLD MEE,.fING HOUSES 
Several old houses of ,vorship still stand in lVIadison 

County. Perhaps the oldest is the ·Cane Springs Church, ,vhich 
,vas built in 1803 and is still used by the Prin1itive Baptist. An­
other old brick church is N e,v Hope, erected in 1.805 by the Pres­
byterians at Paint Lick, but services ,vere discontinued in it several 
years ago. Not far fron1 Waco is Flat,vood Christian Church, 
built about 1843, and in the vicinity of Speed,vell is an old Bap­
tist Church ca1led Viney Fork, built ,vith stone. used in an earlier 
church, ,Yhich \Yas constructed on the san1e site in 1797. On the 
Booncsborough pike, about six n1iles f ron1 Richmond, stands the 
old picturesque brick llepublican Baptist Church, \Yhich ,vas 
erected in 1851; it ren1ains a place of ,vorship. Another early 
church is l\Iount Zion, ,vhich has stood since 1852 on the Big- Hill 
pike. It ,vas stru~k by cannon· balls during the Battle of Rich­
n1ond, in August, 18G2. Other churches, constructed prior to the 
War Bet\veen the States, still exist and indicate the early religious 
fervor of the citizens of lviadison County. The records of. son1e 
of these churches begin prior· t◊ 1800 and contain much infor1na­
tion about the early history of l(entucky. 

BEI{EA COLI.,EGE 

. 

. 
' 

\,--.. 

,. 

Ucvercncl John G. I·'ec, one of the 
f ounclers of Berea Collc-ge. 

Berea College is "a monu1nent 
to the anti-slavery sentiinent of 
the South." 'rhe selection of its 
location is due to Cassius M. 
Clay, ,vho, in 1853, encouraged 
Reverend John G. Fee, another 
ardent Kentucky opponent of 
slavery, to establish an anti­
slavery Union Church in Mad­
ison County. T\vo years later, 
at the same place and for a sim­
ilar purpose, a district school 
,vas established and a student 
from Oberlin College, Ohio, en­
gaged as teacher. In 1858, the 
Ileverend John A. It Ilogers, 
also from Oberlin, "beca1ne the 
first principal, a constitution 
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Howarcl Hall, Berea College, built in 1869 with funds frcm the Freedn1an's 
Bureau, and nan1cd for General 0. 0. Howard, sup~rintendcnt 
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! 
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of the Freed1nan's Bureau. 

··" · .. I• 
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Fee l\Iemorial Union Church, center of the religious life of the 
student body and staff of Berea College. 
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The Ladies' Hall ( Girls' Dormitory), Berea College, built in 1871--72. 
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The Administration Building of Berea. College. 
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\Vas adopted, and the collegiate and pre11aratory depa1tments ,vere 
planned." Fron1 these early efforts gre,v the college and the to,vn 
of Berea. 

The school prospered, 

· .. •. 

; .. ~.;-• ·.,rt,.... ' .,. : 

notwithstanding its opposition to 
slavery, until Dece111ber, 1859, 
,vhen, soon after the John Bro,,·n 
episode, Itog-ers and ten other 
n1en of Berea and their f an1ilies 
,vere driven fro1n the con1n1un­
ity. 'rhis act of violence stopped 
instruction at Berea until 1865, 
,vhen the school opened again. 
Soon thereafter it began to ad-
1nit neg-roes to its classes, ,vhich 
it conti11ued to do until prevent­
ed by a general State la,v in 
1904. 

Under the prosperous admin­
istrations of Reverend John A. 
R. Rog·ers, E. I-I. Fairchild, \\Tfl_ 
liam Goodell Frost, and the 
present incurnbent, Dr. \Villian1 

ncverencl John A. R. Rogers, one .J. IIutchins, Berea has beco111e 
of the f ounclers of Berea College. 

a great institution, varied in its 
activities, and possessing properties and endo,vments ,vorth sev­
eral n1illions. Apparently rnuch of jts inspiration has come fron1 
Oberlin College, but it has ahvays received support from sonH: of 
the great leaders of An1erica, including I-Ienry V\Tard Beecher, 
Ge1rit Sn1ith, Carl Schurz, Andre,v Carnegie, Theodore Roosevelt, 
President Eliot of Ilarvard, vVilliam E. Barton (an alun1nus), and 
a host of others equally pron1inent. rrhe general aitn of the col­
lege is to contribute "to the spiritual and material ,velfare of the 
n1ountain region of the South, affording to young people of char­
acter and promise a thorough Christian education, ele1nent,\ry, 
indust1'ial, Recondary, normal and collegiate, ,vith opportunities 
for manual labor as an assistant in self-support." 

In 1861 the Presbyterian Church of the United States split 
ov~r the issues of the Civil \Va1·. Though differences exh;tcd 
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among~ Presbyterians in Kentucky during the War, an actual 
division in the Church did not occur in this State until 1866. vVhen 
the l{entucky Appellate Court gave Centre College at Danville to 
the Northern branch of the Church, the Southern Presbyterians 
of the State established Central University· at Richn1ond. The 
institution opened September 22, 1874, and continued until 1901, 
\vhen, o,ving to financial difficulties, competition and an increas­

University Ha.U, built 1874. Now used by the 1\-lodel High 
School of the Teachers College. 

ing spirit of 
reconciliation 
an1ong Pl'es­
b y t er i ans, 
Central Uni­
versitv united ., 

,v i t h Centre 
College. 

Central Uni­
versity ,v a s 
planned on a 
1 a r g e · scale, 
and ca1ne to 
include a Lib­
eral Arts Col­
lege, a Prepa­
ratory D e -
partinent, and 
a C.ollege of· 
La,v in Rich­
n1ond; a lVIed­

ical College and a College of Dentistry in Louisville; and a Prep­
aratory School in each of the tO"wns of Jackson, l\'.Iiddlesboro, and 
Elizabethto,vn. University Hall, built in 1874, stands on the 
Eastern I{entucky State Teachers College campus in Richmond 
as a magnificent monument to the aspirations and achievements 
of old Central University. l\1emorial Hall ,vas built on the cam­
pus in 1883 for a men's dorn1itory and named to comn1emorate 
the hundredth anniversary of the founding- of the Presbyterian 
Church in Kentucky. It is still used as a dormitory by the State 
Teachers College. 
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EASTF.JRN KENTUCKY ST A TE TEACHF"'l{S 
COLLEGE 

After repeated recon1mendations to the Legislature by the 
State Superintendents of Public Instruction, beg-inning ,vith Joseph 
J. Bullock's report in 1839, and an intensive and vigorous state­

Thomas Jackson Coatr,s Administration Building, State 
Teachers College. 

,v i d e educa­
tional c a n1-
paign in 1905, 
Governor J.C. 
W. Beckhan1, 
on l\1arch 21, 
1906, signed a 
bill, passed by 
t h e unani­
n1ous vote of 
both houses 
t o e3tablish 
t ,v o training 
~chools f o r 
tca~hers in 
Kentucky. 
T h e choice 

· Charles \Veaver Health Building, State Teachers College. 



44 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

the first bienniun1. At that time only t,vo years of college work 
,vere offered, but in 1922 the Legislature authorized the con­
ferring· of degrees by creating the Eastern l{entucky State Nor-

Burnam Hall, Girls' Dorntitory, State Teachers College. 

n1 a I School 
and Teachers 
College. Still 
later (1930) 
t h e normal 
f ca ture of the 
institu t i o n 
,v as dropped, 
and the na111e 
Eastern l(en­
tucky St ate 
Teachers Co} .. 
lege assun1ed. 
'f h e ins ti tu­
ti on has 
gro,vn ~apid­
ly and no,v 

has a n1agnificent plant and a large and ,vell-trained faculty. Dur­
ing the second sen1ester of 1932-33 it had a college enrolln1ent of 
1,400 and a 
graduating 
cl:1ss of 11~. 
T h e Colle~·e 
n1ain ta ins a 
grade train­
i n g school 
and a 1nodel 
high school in 
,vhich i t s 
students prac­
tice teaching 
under the su­
pe1 vision of 
skillful critic 
teachers. I t 
has a one-

Roark Building, Science and l\ilathernatics, State Teachers 
College. 

room rural de1nonstration school 
H. L. Donovan is president. 

and a farm of 180 acres. Dr. 
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'rHE PRESIDENTS OF THE EASTEJlN EI~NTUCI(Y 
STATE TEACI-IJ~IlS COLLEGE 
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Ruric Nevel Roark, 1906-1910. 
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thonias Jackson Coates, 1916-1928. 
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John Grant Crabbe, 1910-1916. 
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THE JOHN WILSON ~fOWt~SEND 
LIBRAI{Y 

In 1930 the State Teachers College at Richn1ond acquired 
by purchase the John '1'lilson To,vnsend Ljbrary. It is regarded 
as one of the largest collections of books and pan1phlets ,,~ritten 
by Kentuckians and about I{entucky. l\ir. To\vnsend, \Yho is a 
reputable author of Lexington, I{entucky, \Yas n1ore than a quar­
ter of a century in n1aking this collection. The fact that the 

•,·.j 

. The Kentucky Room of the Teachers College Library. 

\vorks are first editions, are autographed, and are often accom­
panied by lette1s relating to s0111e feature of the book, enhances 
their value. This collection of nearly five thousand items of Ken­
tuckiana is in the l{entucky roon1 of the Teachers College Library. 
The Teachers College has added other publications and n1anu­
scripts to the collection. 
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OLD KENTUCKY HOMES 
"My Old I{entucky Home" might just as ,vell be sung about 

nu111erous old homes in Madison County, for 1nany stately man­
sions, built n1ore than a hundred years ago, stiU stand to intrigue 
the imagination and stir the e1notions. ,vhitc l-Iall and Irvineton, 
each 1·eplete ,vith more than a century of history, have already 
been described. Perhaps the oldest residence in the county is 

John Speed Sinith House, built 1818. 

Drea1ning Creek Heigh ts, on the Red I-louse pike not far fron1 
Richmond. A part of it ,vas built in 1798, and its Greek portico. 
and Ionic columns are still to be adn1ired. 

On North Street in Richmond is a picturesque old residence 
,vhich General Green Clay built in 1818 for his daughter Betsy, 
the wife of Colonel John Speed Smith, ,vho, in 1829, erected Castle 
Union, which still stands near Speed,vell in l\iadison County. Gen• 
eral Clay, in 1822, built another beautiful hon1e called \Voodla,vn, 
for his daughter Paulina, the ,vife of Colonel vVilliam: Rodes. This· 
residence is on the Big Hill pike near Richmond and is interesting 
because of its graceful monolithic Doric columns, its palladian 
,vindo,vs, its beautiful hand-carved ,voodwork, and its historic 
setting. \Voodla,vn was occupied by both Federal and Confederate 
armies during the \Var Bet\veen the States. The old ~Nall paper 
in one of its roorns ,vas removed in 1926 and sold to an Eastern 
collector for sev~ral thousand dollars. 
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Ezekiel Field House, now the Gibson Hospital, built 1830 or earlier. 

Cumberland View, built 1855. 
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Not far from Woodla,vn on the same pike stands Castle­
wood, ,vith its beautiful ,valks and its excellent hand-carved wood­
work. It ,vas built in 1825 by James Estill, ,Jr. An1ong other 
buildings are the early homes of Dr. Robert l\'.l. Harris and 
Ezekiel Field (no\v the Gibson Hospital) on West l\Iain Street, 
the residence built by Judge Daniel Breck on Lancaster Avenue, 

.' ,· 
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Woodlawn, built .1822. 

the Curtis Field house just north of Richmond, and the old Clifton 
and Jonathan Estill homes on the Speed\vell pike-all built more 
than a ·century ago. In addition to these there are many other 
interesting old homes in Madison County '\\iliose ,valls once rever­
berated ,vith voices of that long ago when dark-skinned servants, 
unconscious of any gro,ving move1nent to free them from bond­
age, endeavored to fulfill every ,vish of their n1asters and mis­
tresses. (See map). 

MADISON COUNTY FIRSTS IN KENTUCKY 
Many events which happened and many thing·s ,vhich ,vere 

done for the first time in Kentucky, occurred in ,vhat is no,v l\Iad­
ison County. The f ollo,ving list includes much of interest that 
pertains to the early history of Kentucky: 

The first road ,vas Boone's Trace, or the \Vilderness Road, 
through l\Iadison County, March-i-\.pril, 1775. 

The first marked grave in l{entucky was that of Hancock 
Taylor, who died in 1773 of ,vounds by the Indians. (See map). 
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The first battle bet\veen ,vhites and Indians was near the 
site of Richmond, lVIarch 25-,. 1775. 

The first co1nmissioned officer killed by the Indians ,vas 
Captajn ·vVillian1 T,\1etty, died l\iarch 28, 1775, at T,vetty's Fort. 

The first fort \Vas T,vetty's Fort, erected 1\1:arch 26, 1775, 
about five n1iles south of Richn1ond, and na1ned for :Captain Wil­
liam 1\vetty. (See n1ap). 

The first official report fron1 l{entucky of a battle ,vith 
Indians ,vas by Daniel Boone to Richard Ifenderson, April 1, 1775. 

The first real fortification ,vas Boone's Fort at Boones­
boroug·h, con1plet.ed In June, 1775. The greater fort at Boones­
borough, begun in 1775, ,vas not finished until the ,vinter of 
1776-1777. 

The first store ,vr.s that of Henderson & Co., at Boonesbor­
ough, April, 1775. 

The first lottery ,vas at Boonesborough, Sunday, April· 22, 
1775, in disposing· of to,vn lots. 

The first land office ,vas opened at Boonesborough in De­
ce1nber, 1775. 

The first formal recording of to,V11 sites was at Boones­
borough, in 1775. 

The first orchards planted ,vere by Nathaniel llart, "of 
some 500 apple s~ions," and by John Boyle, in 1775. 

'rhe first · ~;ettlen1ent in I{entucky to receive v.:-omen ,vas 
Boonesborough, Septen1ber 8, 1775. Harrodsburg also received 
,von1en the sa1ne day. Colo:1el vVillian.1 ·\Vhitney and Captain 
George Clark n1ay have brought their \\,.ives into l(entucky a little 
earlier in 1775. · 

The first legislature in l{entucky met at Boonesborough, 
May 23-27, 1775, and enacted nine lavvs. 

. The first atten1pt at constitutio~al government west of tha 
Allegheny l\1ountains \Vas n1ade at Boonesborough, May 27, 1.~75. 

The first Anglo-An1erican g-overnn1ent ,vest of the Alle­
pheny l\'1ountains ,vas organized at .Boonesborough, lVIay 23~27, 
1775. 

'l'he first recorded sermon ,vas by Rev. John Lythe, Epis­
copal, under the "Great Eln1" at Boonesborough, 1\'1ay 28, 1775. 

'I'he first ,von1en captured by the Indians \Vere Elizabeth 
and Fanny Calhnvay and Je1nima Boone at Boonesborough, July 
14, 1776 . 

.. The first romance and n1arriag-e was that of Samuel I-Ien-
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derson and Elizabeth Calla,vay, August 7, 1776, Squire Boone 
. . . 

officiating. 
. The first child born -of parents married in Kentucky "'as 

Fanny Henderson, 1\iay 29, 1777, daughter of Mr .. and Mr~. Sam­
t·eJ I-Ienderson. 

The first representative appointed to the Continental Con­
gress ,vas James I-Iogg (October, 1775) to represent Transylvania 
Colony, ,vhose seat of governn1ent "'as Boonesborough. He was 
not ad1ni tted. 

'I'he first tolvn chartcr8d ,vas Boonesborough, October, 1779, 
The first ferry franchise ,vas given to Richard ·Calla,vay, 

across the l{entucky· River at Boonesborough, October, 1779. 
The first large partnership ("'ritten) to gro,v a crop of corn 

,vas made by Nathaniel Hart and seventeen _other men at Boones­
borough, April 15, 1779. Other sin1ilar, but verbal, partnerships 
had been made in previous years. 

The first considerable shipn1ent of corn (300 bushels) ,vas 
from Boonesborough by water to Nashborough (Nashville) in the 
Cun1berland Settlement (no,v Tennessee), in 1780. -

The first slave freed in I{entucky ,vas l\1onk, by his master, 
Captain James Estill, near Boonesboroug-h, in 1782. 

. The first g-un-po,vder n1ade in Kentucky ,vas n1ade in 11:ad­
ison County by :I\ionk, Captain Estill's slave. (Unless Daniel 
Boone n1ade po,vder earlier in Kentucky). 

SOMI~ DISTIN.GUISHED MEN AND WOMEN 
BORN IN MADISON COUNTY 

l\iadison County is the birthplace of many prominent n1en 
and \Vo1nen, some of ,vhon1 attained national and international 
distinction. The follo,ving list includes governors, foreign di.plo­
n1ats, jui-ists, philanthropists and other persons ,vhose careers 
should cause the county of their nativity to be proud of tq.eir 
achiev·ements. 

· Belle Bennett (1862-1922), president of the ,voman's l\fis­
sionary Council of the Methodist Church, South, 1910-1922; foun­
der of ScarTitt College, Nashville, Tennessee. 

Sue Bennett (1843-1891), planned Sue Bennett College, 
l10ndon, l(entucky, ,vhich her sister Belle firmly established after 
her death. 

R. L. B1·eck (1827-1915), chancellor of Central ·university, 
Richn1ond, 1874-1880. -
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Elbridge J. Broaddus (1835-1918), distinguished jurist; 
seven years circuit judge, Chillicothe, l\1issouri; t\velve years pre­
siding judge of the Kansas City, l\'Iissouri, Cou1t of Appeals. 

Curtis F. Burnant (1820-1909), 
member of both houses of the 
l{entucky legislature; first as­
sistant secretary, United States 
Treasury (1875-1876), in Grant's 
ad1ninistration; president Ken­
tucky Bar Association. 

A. R. Burna1u ( 1846 - 1919), 
n1en1ber of both houses of the 
I{entucky legislature; n1ember 
of the Kentucky Court of Ap­
peals, 1897-1905; chief justice of 
the l{entucky Court of Appeals, 
1903-1905. 

\Villia1n H. Caperton (1798-
1862), able· la\vyer · and orator; 

.. 

· ...... · .. 
: .. ...... , 

·,. /~·?(_, i . . 

~_<~": .. ~ ~~. r·,. , 

BELLE BENNETT. 

n1e1nber of the lo,ver house of the 
l(ent1:cky legislature; United 
States District Attorney, 1853-
1857; intimate friend of IIenry 
Clay. 

Christopher ( I{i. t: ) Carson 
(1809-1868), fan1ous guide, brig-

_l":\.. adier-general, Union Ar1ny; Car-
)., '. .,.~,·:' · ~.,., son City, Nevada, was named for 
; ~, .-- . ..,1··-" .:1 hin1. ( See page 32). 

· .:} :. / · :•j Cassius M. Clay (1810-1903), 
Is ;.--- l · · ~~ prominent emancipator; major-

./t ) ) · .. · · .. f ... ~; · .Ji general, United States Army; 
_-,~)1 { · { JJ{~j;{l~ · }:l Minister to Russia, 1862-1869. 

( s~e p3.ge 24). 
R. L. BRECK. IJrutus J. Clay (1847-1932), 

United States comn1issioner to the Paris Exposition in 1900; an1-
bassador to S\vitzerland, 1905-1910. 

Laura Clay (1849- ) , daughter of Cassius l\I. and sister 
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MADISON COUNTY'S FOUR GOVERNORS 

._,.-

GREEN CLAY SlUITH. 
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JAMES B. l\IcCREARY. 

.. 

Governor l\Iontana Territory Governor Kentucky 

\VILLIAlU J. STONE. 
Governor l\lissouri 
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DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

Governor Missouri 
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of Brutus J. Clay; pron1inent '\\-'on1an suffragist and Woman's 
Christian Te1nperance Union ,vorker; president I{entucky :B~qual 
Rights Association, 1888-1910; auditor of National \Vonutn's 
Suffrage Association for sixteen years. 

David R. Francis ( 1850-1927) , mayor of St. Louis, 1885-
1889; governor of l\fissouri, 1889-1893; s:crctary of the interior, 
1896-1897; president of the Louisiana Exposition, 1903-1904; a1n-
bassador to Russia, 1916-1921. · 

Richard French (1792-1854), I...t0,~.rer House of Congress, 
1835-1837, 1843-1845, 1847-1849. 

Jantes B. l\'IcCreary ( 1838-1918), Lo,ver l-Iouse of Congress, 
1885-1897; United States senator, 1903-1909; governor of Ken­
tucky, 1875-1879, 1911-1915. 

San1uel Fre~iuan Miller (1816-1890), associate justice of 
the United States Supren1e Court, 1862-1890. (See page 34). 

Green Clay Smith (1827-1895), 
major - general in the Union 
Army; member of the Lo\ver 
House of Congress; near nomi­
nation for vice-president on Lin­
coln ticket in 1864; governor of 
Montana Territory; Prohibition 
Party candidate for president in 
1876. 

Jan1es C. Stone (1822-1880) ,. 
pron1oter of the I(ansas-Pacific 
Raihvay; general of the I{ansas 
Militia during the Civil War. 

\Villian1 J. Stone (1848-1918), 
Lo,ver House of Congress from 
Missouri; governor of Missou1'i; 
United States Senator from Mis-. 
sour1. 

Jeri:y A. Su1livan (1862-1930), 
graduate of Central University; 
pro1not2r of la\v of 1906 to estab­

·•' .. :·· . 
. . . ;t~ · . .-

JERRY A. SULLIVAN. 

lish teacher training schools in l{entucky; n1en1ber of Board of 
Regents, .Eastern Kentucky State Teachers College, 1906-1930; 
prominent citizen and member of the Richn1ond Bar. 

Squire Turner (1793-1871), eminent la,vyer; represented 
Madison County in the Kentucky legislature; able member of the 



56 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

l{cntucky constitutional convention of 1849; "It is n tradition 
that he \Vrote every " 70l'd of the Constitution [of 1849] and that 
it passed the convention ,vithout a change." .... 

S01'1E_ DIS1"'I1":GUISHED CITILENS OF MAD­
ISON COUNT\T, BUT NO~[ NATIVES 

Not only is lVIadison County the birthplace of n1any distin­
guished n1en and "·omen but it has ahvays been the ho111e of 111any 
persons of distinction ,vhose 11ativity ,vas else,Yhere. The follo"~­
ing list includes educators, ministers of the gospel, legislators, 
military leade1-s, and othel's ,vhose accon1plishn1ents reflect great 
credit on the County: 

Milto11 I(. Ba.:Io,v (1818-18Jl), native of Fle111ing County, 
Kentucky; invented and perfected the rifled cannon, ,vhich the 
United States and other nations adopted for ,varfare; invent'ed 
and manufactured _a planetaritun, \vhich ,vas ,-ridely used, even 

1 '::::"~. 'tf' .. ·: _.:· 
. '!· '·. 

I 

-.,_ •. .p. 
·;,.: 

· at "'' est Point and Annapolis; 
moved to Richn1ond in 1868 anrl 
built a flouring 111ill and. .. a hon1e. 

• I . • • 

Lindsay Hug·hes Blnnto~~-: ( 1832-
1914), native of \Tirginia; cha11-· 
cellor of Central University, lUch­
mond, 1880-1901; vice-president, 
Centre College, 1901-1907. 

Daniel Boone ( 1734-1820), 11a­
tive of Pennsylvania; fan1ous 
l(entucky pioneer; agent of the A ·-~~)._ 

t··~. ---;1: Transylvania Con1pany in the 
-~·· ,/> .. ,,f'~~ /' founding of Boonesborough in 

.. ,:': · ·:.!~!,~ ~ --"'1~ 1775. (See page 2). 
:-· .,,,..\:?\\ · •·· Daniel Breck (1788-1871), 1la-
f, \ \:~; . ;: tive of Massachusetts; came to 
i: · :}..,_ ~.; -·,~;, ... ; Rich1nond in 1814; pron1inent in 
i, ·_ · :1 

/:{ - · .. : ···~ the I{entucky legislature; dis-
~;:-.-:-::"::-~ ... ";,.·.,_;~.?.;~~-i~t::~{(~t.J/;;..'.~~ ·:.::,~:\i ting·uished me1nber of the I{en-

I...INUSAY HUGHES BLANTON. tucky Court of Appeals; n1en1ber 
of the National I-louse of 11epre­

sentatives, 1849-1851; highly esteen1ed by \tVebster, Clay, nnrl 
Crittenden. 
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Carlos Bonaparte Ilrittain (1867-1920), native of Bell 
County, l{entucky, but reg-arded Jlichn1onrl as his hon1e aftP.1 · his 
n1arriage; rear adn1ii·al, United States Navy; autho1· of \v·orks on 
nava1 affairs. 

Th<nnas Jackson Coates (1867-
1928), native of Pikeville, l{en­
tucky; State superintendent of 
rural schools of l(entucky, 1911-
1916; president of the Eastern 
l(entucky State Teachers CoEege, 
l 916-1928. 

Green Clay (1757-1828), native 
of Virginic1, can1a to J\Iadison 
County as a youn6· n1an; me1nber 
of the \'ii·ginia constit-.:tional 
convention in J 788; brigadier­
general in the Second \r ar \Vith 
gng-land. (See page 23). 

John Grant Crabbe (1865-
1924), native of Ohio; State sup­
crin ten.dent of public schools of 
l{entucky, J.908-1910; president 

·~·!'.~--,. 

1L.w.-.,,.;,,. ·" _,ft~'"~ 
DANIEL BRECK. 
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of the Eastern State N orn1al School (no,v Teachers College), 
R.ich1nond, 1910-1916; president Colorado Teachers College for 
Teachers, 1916-1924; author- of books on education. 

Her1nan Lee Donovan ( 1887- ) , native of iiason Coun·-
ty, Kentucky; dean l~astern l{entucky State Norn1al, 1921-1923; 
professor of elementary edecation, George Peabody College, 1925-
1928; president An1erican Association of Teache1·s Colleges, 1934-
1935; president Eastern I~entucky State Teachers College, since 
1928; author. 

Ed,vard llcnry Faircl1Hd (1S15-1889), native of l\fassacht1-
setts; member of first freshn1an class of Oberlin College; princi­
pal I'repara tory Department, Oberlin College, for sixteen years; 
pre8ident llerea Colltge, 1869-1889; during his adn1inistration 
Berea College enjoyed considerable gro\\rth; brother of James 
llarris Fairchild, ,vho becan1e president of Oberlin Co}lege in 1866 . 

. John G. Fee ( 181 ~-l ~f\1), native of Bracken County, I~en­
tucky;: pron1i11ent abolitionist; organized, in 1853, on the advice 
of Cassius l\'L Clay, an anti-~lavel'y union church ,vhere Berea \\·as 
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later founded; established an anti-slavery school in 1855, ,\·hich 
developerl into Bei'ea College; chose the nan1e Berea for the school; 
one of the incorporators of Berea College; 111e1nber of the faculty 

. · 

. .· .. 

. ···.'"lj ,, 
~~ 

).' ,, 
:·.r,t, ........ , 
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·' . \. . 

19~0; presic!ent of Eer·ea Col­
lege since 1920; autho1· of boo}{s 
on religio:1; father of Robert 
Maynard liutchins, president of 
the University of Chicago; great 
gTO\Vth of Berea College during 
his adn1inistration. 

Ruric Nevel Roark (1859-1909), 
native of Greenville, I(entucky; 
dean Deparhnent of Pedagogy, 
State College (lTniversity) of 
I{entt:cky, 1889-1905; president 
of Easte1n l(entucky State Nor­
mal School, }tichn1ond, 1906-1910; 
author of enrly ,rorks on educa­
tion. 

and board of trustees of Be­
rea College; pastor Berea 
Union Church . 

Willi.ant Goodell F r o s t 
(1854- ) , native of Ne\Y 
York State; president of Be­
rea College, 1892-1920; great­
]y en]arg-ed the scope and 
service of Berea Co1lege; an 
author. 

\Villia111 Jan1es Hutchins 
( 1871- ) , native of Brook­
lyn, Nc,v York; professor of 
hon1iletics, Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology, 1907-

\Vll,LIAl\l GOODELi., FROST. 

John A. I{. Rogers (1827-1906), nativP "f Connectirut; be­
came principal of the anti-Rlavery school at Berea in 1858; chair-
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man of the com1nittee ,vhich formed a· constitution for Berea in 
1859; driven from Berea in 1859 because of his opposition to 
slavery; returned and reopened the school in 1865 and soon ob­

··' . _::,,..,. ___ ·'\. 
--~. 

,v1LL~Al\I JAl\IES HUTCHINS. 

tained a charter for Berea Col­
lege; member of Berea's board 
of trustees until his death. 

John Speed Sinith (1792-
1854), native of Jessan1ine 
County, Kentucky; came early 
to l\1adison County and 1narriecl 
a daughtei-· of Green ,cJay; 
n1ember of I{entucky I-louse 
and Senate; representative in 
Congress; secretary United 
States Legation to the Pan­
A1nerican Congress, 1821-1823; 
·on General ,villian1 Tienry I-Iar­
rison's staff in 1813; Grand-

F;~F~}::r::ri~2i~r:0.r:~;'r,'"Tl 
~: ·• , · .. - \;.;f \,~. ~1 
r .... 
\_ . •• . . ·.,,: --;.::i 

n1aster, Grand Lodge F. & A. lVI. :, 
of I{entucky; prepared the f ollo,v- ! . ,1 
ing im,cription on Kentucky's r J t • "'.,: ;.. . .. , j 
stone in '"r ashington's l\J onn1nen t: · f -:.~ ~- .,.-:J.,~.- ,; . 

"Kentucky, the first-bo1·n of the ~ . -·\ . · :' ... ·-,.. ..- · } 
Unicn, by the patriotism of her r ) ·· ~- · -;, 

sons and the guidance of a good '.' . \' , , , , . · / { 
providence, ,voald be the last to ' ':\\fl··~~· .. :~.,. .. --_,:-·::; ... ~ :' ·-j! 

:::h:f 

1~i~::ss~~8
;
0
~~!!;i~!~d n;~ f . ·t{i~l~/ j; 

the Richmond bar in 1823; mem- t •~i, j } , 
her of ,Congress from the Rich- [ ·; -~·:.:~:~?::_. . t, ;;' .. ~- . . r·•:•I: 
mond district, 1~35-1845; Speaker ~~,i;J~" · 'l. -· . .,, ·•,:;• · 

of the House in the t,venty-sev­
enth Congress; an able parlia­

JOHN SPEED Sl\IITH. 

mentarian and a personal friend of Henry Clay. 

AddiEon \Vhite (1824-1909), native of Tennessee; 111en1ber 
of the· tvfenty ... second Congress f ro1n the Richn1ond district. 



60 HISTORIC MADISON COUNTY 

This list could be exteaded if students of Berea College and 
Central University ,,~ho have attained distinction ,vere included. 
T,vo exan1ples arc ,vil1ian1 E. Barton, an alun1nus of Berea, ,vho 
becan1e an en1inent Congl'cgational 111inister and a great Lincoln 
authority, and \Villian1 Cro,v, an alu1nnus· of Central University, 
,vho is a distinguished P1·csbytel'ian clergy1nan and has been 
pastor of the \Vestn1inster Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, l\Iis­
souri, since 1920. 

RICHMOND CEMETERY 

IUch1nond has one of the 1uost beautiful and historic ce1ne­
teries in l{entucky. Its charter ,vas granted in 1848, but its first 
board of trustees \\·as not organized until 1856. The existing rec­
ords of the cemetery state that "\:Villiam Rodes, chair111an, in­
formed the board [in 1863] that ,Yhile the Courthouse and to,vn 
of Richn1ond ,vere occupied by the troops of the Confederate 
States" c~fter the Battle of Richn1ond, his cffice in the coul'thouse 

The John l\Iiller 
l\lonumcnt 

,vas broken into and 
the records of the 
cen1etery associa­
tion t o August, 
1862, "vv·ere taken 
a\ray or destroyed.'' 
The ceinetery ,vas 
in the line of this 
battle and imn1e­
dia tely becarne the 
burial ground of six­
ty-one of the Union 
dead, and a Ii ttle 
later of 180 other 
soldiers \\'ho ,vere 
removed f r o m 
graves at o t h e r 
points of the battle­
field. These 2 4 1 

The Caperton lUonu­
n1ent 

gTaves, in a lot to thcn1selves, ,,·ere properly n1arked and cared 
for until 1869,. "·hen \,·hat re1nained of each body \\·as ren1oved 
and separately reinterred in the National Cenretery at Can1p Nel­
son near Nicholasville, l{entucky. 



AND RICHMOND, KENTUCKY 61 

The ce1uetery has n1any mon un1e11 ts erected to the n1en1ory 
_of early historic personages in l{entucky. rrhe Estill monun1ent 
honors Captain Ja1nEs Estill, ,vho very early built Fort Estill in 
. ' . -
JVIadison County and ,vho, in 1782, ,vas 
killed_ in the Indian engagen1ent known 
~s Estill's Def eat. Estill County ,vas 
named for hi111. His brother, San1uel, was 
al~o prominent in the early history . of 
l\1adison County. 

'The Clay n1onument honors General 
Green Clay, his son, Cassius 1\1., and his 
grandson, Brutus J. Clay, ,vho ,vas minis­

ter to S,vitzerland 
d u r i n g Theodore 
Roosevelt's adn1inis­
tration. 

The Irvine n1011-

tunent com111emo-
ra tes the valor and 
services of Captain 
Christopher Irvine, 
an eal'ly settler in 
l\fadison Cotinty, ,vho 
,vhile fighting In­
dians in ,vhat is no,v 
N ol'thern Ohio. His 
brother, C o 1 o n e 1 
\Villian1 Irvine, ,vas 
a he10 of Estill's 

The Cla.y 1uo1111111ent Defeat, a· represen-
·.-,-. · tative from Madi-

son County in the Virginia and Kentucky 
leg-isla·tures, a 111e1nber· of the Virginia 
conventioa ,vhich ratified the National 
Constitution in 1788, and a member of 
conventions at Danville in the movement 
to sepa1-ate I(entucky from Virginia 
( 1784-179~). Irvine, the county seat of 
Estill. County, ,vas na1ned for hfm. 

The l\·Tiller n1onun1ent honors Colonel 
John l\filler,· a captain in \Vashington's 

The Estill l\ionumcnt 

,vas killed in 1786 

The Irvine l\'Ionun1ent 
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arm~ at Yorkto,,·n, representative in the Virginia and Kentucky 
legislatures, and donor of the site of Richmond. 

Other beautiful shafts and stones call to mind many other 
persons ,vho ,vere also prominent in the a.ff airs of the State and 
Nation. Colonel John Speed Sn1ith and Judge Daniel Breck are 
exa1nples. The beautiful and to,vering Tribble, Arnold-Hanger, 
Caperton, Turner, Chenault, and Bennett monun1ents indicate the 
high aesthetic, social, business, and political status. of the citizen­
ry of lVIadison County. As yet no fitting n1onument marks the 
grave of Governor aud United States Senator James B. l\1cCreary. 

RICH1'101'ID CHAMBER OF C011MERCE 
The Richn1ond Chamber of Con1n1erce, ,vhich ,vas organ­

ized in January, 1932, has been active in arousing interest in the 
history of l\ladison C-0unty. Its con1mittee on history and pub­
licity, of ,-rhich the author is chair1nan, has e1'!couraged the organ­
ization of The l\iadison County I-Iistorical Society, the celebration 
of the bicentennial of Daniel· Boone'8 birth, and the development 
of Boonesborough as a National shrine. 

'l'he Board of Director3 for 1934 are: 
Burton Roberts, President; B. E. \Villis, First Vice-Presi­

dent; James. \\T. Han1i1ton, Second ''ice-President; David J. Cope­
land, Treasurer; George T. Ross, Counsel; George T. Fa,vkes, Sec­
retary; H. Bennett Farris, National Councilor; John B. Bayer, 
Porter Congleton, l{een Johnson, B. F. Robinson, Jan1es F. Se,vell,. 
and Frank H. Shaff er, Executive Secretary . 

. MADISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIE'fY 
Except for the ·"·orthy efforts of the Boonesborough Chap­

ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, under the 
leadership of l\Irs. Benjan1in Ho,Yard Neale, l\-irs. J. ,v. Caperton,. 
and others, l\iadison C.ounty has neglected · to capitalize her rich 
history. It is apparent, ho,vever, that such general inaction is at 
an end, for a l\Iadison County Historical Society ,vas organized in 
l 933, and a comprehensive progran1 prepared. This prog1am in­
cludes the marking of the n1any historic sites in the County; the 
recovery and preservation of things pertaining to the County's 
history; the building of a museum in Richmond; the erection or 
r. fitting monument on the site of Boonesborough; the restoration 
of Fort Boonesborough; the establishment of a National park at 
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Boonesborough, and the dissemination of information pertaining 
to historic 11:adison County. 

The Board of Directors of the Society are : 
· J. T. Dorris, President; John Noland, First ''ice-President; 

l\'lrs. Grant E. Lilly, Second Vice-President; W. F. O'Donnell, Sec­
retary; Green Clay, Treasurer; W. Rodes Shackelford, Chal'les A. 
I{eith, Russell I. Todd, H. Bennett Farris. 

THE DANIEL B®NE BICENTENNIAL 
· · Ea1ly in 1934 the Kentucky General Assen1bly passed a res­

olution creating a Co~n1ission to pron1ote and direct a fitting 
celebration of the t\vo-hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Daniel Boone. The moven1ent in I(entucky for this celebration 
appears to have been begun by C. Frank Du.nn, of Lexington, in 
the e~rly sun1n1er of 1933. After disappointments in Lexington 
and Richn1ond in arousing interest in the enterprise and perf ecth!g 
an organization, the author of this booklet re~olved late in the 
year to se_cure the. creation of a State Comn1ission as the m•ost 
certain n1eans of pron1oting the celebration. As he proceeded he 
,vas encouraged especially by Dr. v·v. J. l\1oore, l{een Johnson, 
Frank H. Shaffer, Dr. J. B. Floyd, and President H. L. Donovan, 
of Rich1nond, and C. Frank Dunn and Major Samuel lVI. \Vilson, 
of Lexington. 

The resolution providing for the Co1nmission ,vas 
introduced in the House by Dr. J. B. Floyd, Representative 
from 11:adison ·County, and sponsored in the Senate by Senator 
Hiran1 Brock, of Harlan, a 1nember of the Board· of Regents of 
the Eastern l{entucky State Teachers College. 

The measure provides for fifteen con11nissioners, appointed 
by the Governor. The n1en1bers of the Commission are: 

Governor Ruby Laffoon, Ex-officio men1ber; 1\1ajor Sa1nuel 
M. Wilson, Chairman, Lexington; Dr. J. T. Dorris, First Vice­
Chahman, Richn1ond; lVIrs. J ouett Taylor Cannon, Second ''ice­
Chairn1an, Frankfort; lVIr. C. Frank Dunn, Secretary, Lexingto_n; 
Judge Innes B. Ross, Treasurer, Carlisle; Judge \\7• Rodes Shack­
elford, Richmond; l\iir. l{een Johnson, Richmond; l\1rs. Grant E. 
Lllly, Richmond ; lVIr. R. C. Ballard Thruston, Louisville; Col. 
Lucien Beckner, Louisville; Judge A. Gordon Sulser, l\1aysville; 
Mr. Harry B. I\1ackoy, Covington; Dr. Arthur Braden, I"'exing­
ton; Mrs. \Valter F. Rogers, Winchester; and Mr. James L. Isen­
berg-, llarro~sburg. 
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Governor Laffoon appointed ,villian1 Boone Douglass, 
,vashington, D. C., an honorary men1ber. 

1\lr. Otto A. Rothert, of Louisville, often represents i\1:r. 
Thruston on the Con1mission. 

The Comn1ission has set Septen1ber 3, 1934, as a I{entucky 
hon1econ1ing-, \\·hen a celebration in honor of the bicentennial of 
the birth of Daniel Boone ,vill be held at Boonesborough. It has 
also endorsed for publication books relating to Daniel Boone and 
pioneer history in I(entucky. The Con1n1ission's most important 
achieYen1ents to-date are t,Yo acts of CongTess, sponsored by 
Senator Alben \Y. Barkley and H.epresentative \ 7irgil Chapn1an, 
of I(entt~cky. One la,v provides for the issue of six hundred thou­
sand Daniel Boone Bicentennial souvenir half dollars, ,vhich are 
to be sold at a pren1hnn and the proceeds used by the Con1n1ission. 
The other provides fo1· the establishn1ent of national n1onun1ents 
on "the sites of ~~o~'t B(?Onesboro~gh, Bo0nes Station, Bryans 
Station, and Blue Licks Battlefield in the State of I(entucky," 
\Vhich collectively ~re to ''be called the 'Pioneer National :\lonu­
ment.'" Practically. every State in the Union has responded fa­
vorably to the Con1n1ission's invitation to participate in the cele­
bration. The Boone Bicentennial, therefore, has becon1e an occa­
sion for the €stablishrnent of a "national monun1ent ... for the 
con1rnen1ora tion of the valor and sacrifices of the pioneers" of 
1-iadison County and I{entucky. 


