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t)n the ;;!)th Ja\- of Jlav. 1854 .. tltl' .. \l.:t or Con~-rest5 
.. • ~ • <._;. 

l)l"oYidin~ for a territor~al or!;!:aui:.:ation of the Territories 
~ ~ 

of l~.u1~a=" and Xel.iraska., ·wa~ ~ig~ncJ. Ly President Pierce, 
~n1d i1e<:t1llh~ a la\\-. an,l the large an1on11t of pn1lic lands 
t'n1Lrace,l wi1 hin theii- lJoundarie~ was thru;.Yll open to set-,. 
t li:luc·at under the pre-e!uptifin laws of the C nite<l ~tates. 
1 ·ndt:r the p1·u\-i~iq11~ of that _\.~t an t:lCt;ticn Ytas held c_.n 
1 he ;;} ·th of Jian:h, lS -}.}.., to ehoosc n1e1nbers of the fir:;t 
I . l · ,. l 1,. . '. 1- rl' I L . l + "e_g:-1:,;.arntc ot t 1e · l:.rntory 01 '\..aH~as. 1c eg1~ alurc 
thu"' elc«:ted 1net at·. Pa wncc and sooll after adjourned to 
1ueet at ~ha\n1ee )fauual Lai,ur ~l:houl oh tho ij11d l)f Ja
l\· uf the ~ant--~ year. .\.t d1L.; $C~~ion of the Legislature nn .. •. . . . "-,.;' 

act ,vc.1~ pn :":;.;ed~ d i:--i rieti11g a 1.:Grtiou uf t l!C tL·rritory iHt1) 
coa11th_·~ and 1utn1iu~ the <:ouutie:-; thn8 laid off. Thi~ act 
prcn-ide~ ihat Bnnn:e county :-:;hall he l,ounded a~ follo\\·s : 
Begin Hin~ at the so!1thwe:;t _con1er uf l)oui phan touuty, 
thenl"C we:--t tweu-t y-fuu r 111 i le:-;-: t hcn<:c ~uuth thirty 1uile::;, 
thence ea:-.t to the ;.rc~t line uf _\.td1i~u11 county, thence 
uort1

1 to the uorthwe~t (;urncr of ... \.tchi~on cuuntv, thence .. 
cast with ~ai<l line of _\tchi~11n t.ounty, to ,he northwe~t 
c«n·11 ◄.·r or D1.Jniphaa C<.Hl!1tr .. thence nor,h with ~aid wc~t 
Ene of J)nuiphan l"ouuty to pttcc of.beginuing. It will be 
0 hserYctl that two seriou:-; u1i~ta~-~es occur in ihis dcscrip
tio11-at the con1n1euceu1ent it should l1c uorUnrc~t c:oruer 



of Doniphan county~ and near the clo~c it shoul<l be sc)ujh
west corner of D0Hiphai1 county. rfhr: ::;a1ne act attached 
the County of Bro,\-ne tti the· Connty of Doniphan for ci \·il 
and 1uilitnry JJUrposcs. J n regard to the origin of thP
name, there ~ee1ns to be quit~ a diHerenee or opinion. 
The ~ecrcta.rv of the State Board of .\.~Ticultnre., Hon .. Al-. . ~ 

fre<l Gray .. in his report for ~8,."j~ ::-;ay~· Brown couuty ,\-a:; 
was n:uned iu honor of Hon. ..A.lbert (}., Dro\n1 of ~Ii~.sis
sippi .. ,rho \n1s a. n1en1t1er of the c·uitcd ~tates :-:euate at 
the ti1ne of the pc?S$age of the act orga1~i.d11g Kan-.-a:-; 'fcr
ritory. ln ~upport of this Yie·w~ a letter fro111 ~Ju<lg:e .F. (; . 
.. :\..da1ns, an ohl and h,_1nored citizen . of the ~tatc i~ heFc
,,ith su1J111;tred. 

'"], 1.,. . \ · t I. ·1 ) - • . •• .OP!~KA, :\..A~., .:.1.pn J, (.,, 1J. 

Hon .. Alfred Grey. ~ci: ·y ~tatc Boar, l of Ag~·iculture : 
Dear Sir :-Y· ou have shown n1e the letter of Ilon. 

E. ~. )Jorrill.. in w11ich he e:qiresse~ a doubt a::; to the cor
I\:ctue~s of yuur Fourth Annual Report, in re:spe~t to the 
origin of the nan1c of Bruwa cotinty. 

I furnj~heLl you the int)rr1i1ation for the ite1u i11 your 
report l:pon the authority of l-Ion. John 1lartin, of Tupf~~,a-~ 
who ,·nu; a cler~ in the legislature durin!.! which the CiJnnt,-.. _ ~ . 
wa~ oritdunJh- estal>lished and 11a1ued-thc Be~siun ut ii).>-> .... . .. 
-the first territorial ~cssio11~ held a.t ~ltawuce .Jii~:-:;a1)11. in 
John:-;011 ~onut\-. 

)Ir. )Iartin · s recollectioi1 · was q u itc <.:lcar on the polu t, 
and his inf"onuation ·\"n1.~ so explicit that [ bad no doubt or 
its correctnc:-;s. ~iuee seeing· ~Iajor )Iorrilrs lerter tu you~ 
I ha,-e n1ade further in<p.tiry 011 the ~uL~cc.t of }fr . .:\.lex. 
S. Johnson and }Ir. H. J>. )Ie1Icekin .. uf this c;itv, both of 

. ~ . 

whoru v.-erc ntc1111Jer~ of that fir:::;t 'ferriturial legi~Iaturl'. 
They fully agreed. with llr. )Iartin, that the county was 
ua1ned in houor of Albert (;_ Hrow11~ of ~li:-;si~~ippi~ as 
state<! in your report. 

In respe<.:t to the oqhography of the na111~, 1 ha n: ex
an1ine<l, aud find the fullowiug fa<;ti;: 

1"'hc act of l~J5, ·defining the buundarie:::; of the counties 
of Kan8a~/ gives the :::;pelliu~ Bruw!1e. 1 L i:-s ~u ii! the 



---------------------·---- ---
published itatutes and j-ournals, and so in the enrolled bill 
preser\·ed iu the ·secretary of ·Str.te's office. 

But it does not so occur in• the enrolled hills of the sec
ond session of the Le!!islature., -held in 18;)7, commencing 

,_ . <._.; 

at Leconipton, Jan. -!th of that yeat-. In the enrolled bill~ 
of th:1.t: second session the final e is dropped frorn lko,\·n 
county. 1''hi~ is ~o in an act redefining· the Loun<l:u~ies of 
the se,-eral counties of the Terri tor,-., and the san1e is true 
as to all oft he enrolled hiils <•f th~t session·, including one 
redistricting the Territory fiH· legisladve purposes. .But 
in the published statute~ .of that session~ 185 7, the 11an1e is 
iuYariably printed w·ith the final e-'follo\ring the statutes 
of 18-1.3. 

rrhP. enrolled bill is the highest authorib; of variance like 
'-' .. 

this. It was then the legislature of lH.57 that changed 
the orthography fron1 Browne to Brown. 1,hc latter or
thography has ~ince been followed in Kansas statutes. 

)fajor llorrill ,,-as a 1nc1nhc1· of the 1-Iouse of Represent
ati\-es at the third legislatiYe s~ssion, and the first page oi 
the Hou8c journal of that se5sion sho,\·s that he appeared 
us the 1ne1nber fro1n t'he fourth and fifth districts, e111bra
cing Brown and X e1naha counties-the final e being 01uit
ted in the .Journal as in all the la \\-s and proceedings of 
thr"t 8es~ion . 

.Albert CT. Brown's 1uunc \\-as not spelled \\-ith a final e. 
J f, then~ llessi:-s- J ohnsou, _ )I_artin and .Jlclieckiu are cor
rect., as they doubtle:;.;s arc, in their recollection, that the 
legislature of 18,15 inte_n<lcd to honor the )Iississippi ~ena- · 
tor. ln- o-iviug hi:-- na1nc to the couutv a clerical error '"'·as . • . r: '- -· ., ' 
1nadc in the c11rolln1cat of the hill-an error w·hich ·went 
into t'1c p1·i11ted :,tatutcs of th'3-t an<l the succeeding ses
sions, and so into the· early records of the county. There 
was 110 1nernber uf the legisiature frou1 Doniphan 11a111ed 
Brown, nor fro in that part of the 'l'erritory, <luring these 
early se~sions. 13rown "·as attache<l to Doniphan at the 
first session, and detached at the seeond. 111 the act <le
taehi11g, it \,·as na1ne<l. Brow·n \vithout the e. 

The icgi~la.turc, at its l-5ecoud sestiion, ,vas pro-slavery: 



and coul<l _ not, in <lropping the e. ha Ye 1nade the chatt;!e 
fo~ the purpose of houoriug old J'ohn Brown. ~o fornwl 
a~t iu regai-d to the 1uuut~- \\·as crer im~:-;eu., other than 
those of the t.,v,) pro-:-;la \·ery legislature~. The succeed inµ: 
h.~gislature::-, in a~ts in -which the :-;a1ne oectu-~. have tiitnpI,\· 
follo\vcd tht' ortho~rr:.P)ln- fixed l.1\· the act:-; of lK-57. • 

~ r .. .. 
It is not. singular that 1h~ior )lorrill :-;huuld han~ follen 

into ei-rnr in thi~ uwttei-. J)oubtle~~ h~· had not. <1t tli 1: 

_t:i1ne. t;/,e.11. w,t.ii•f:• of thf• pn~•~i~•~ t~.,~t:-:. .lnh11 !;na\\·11·:-

··trair~ cro~st~d Bruwu t,;Ouun·. It i.:; a ~ettie,l tn.1<litiuu in 
. . 

that ~N.·tion that the count,· wa:S na1ucd after the old 1na.r-., 

__ tyr. ft gin:~~ IHC llf) plca.=5ure to di:-;pel the t-~1-rot·. 

· ·Yoni-~. F. G .. AO.\.\l". 

~el~- ~ta te. Hi~t.. ~ucjcty :· 

Thi:-:; :-:.ceu1:-:. in1 prc>ba lJle~ for i11 t:he a(:t dt~till in;; th•_· 
the boundaric::-;. tht· ua1nc is :--pellcd with « fiual e : aud in 
the hnr:-; oft hat se~sio·n as vtell a.:oi j n the la\\-::; oft he pr1.>

sla.Ycry h·µ:is1ature of J K.57. it i::; .. without cxee_ptio11, .:-;pellcd 
·with the tenuinal c. It see1u;-; hardly rt:asouablc tu ='lq:

pose that a legi:-;lati \·e bo<ly desiring- to hnut.,r a ti i~i iu_-
1J"t1isherl 111an hY gi\·in!.! to a HC\\ eu1u1t\r hi~ 11a1ue wunld e .. .. • .. ~ t.... .,, 

fail to follow his or1 hogra1,hy in tlJe ~1Jeili11g- oft hat na1nc. 
·~\1uung the eady ~cttlers of the <:ou11ty it wa:-; generally 
rrporfetl and nni\·er;..;ally a!-~ceptef.l a:-- a, fa<:t. that.the coun
ty "·as 1HlllH:d i11 honor of c >. H. J~rownc~a pro1uiue11t 111e111-

her of the legi:--latnrc of J ~-)i>~ ·who repre~ented 1 >uu~d~i~ 
~ouuty. ln ~upport uf thi:-. :-;ide of tl1c lfl!C:-;tio11, the fr1i
lo\'ting letter:-; c1rf~ givc11 f.ron1 int1Ut.!Uti~d u1e1ul1er:-- of th;1t 
legi:;lat11re, 110\,- li\·iug i1_1 the ~tate. J. 1-1. ~tringlelluw .. 
of ..:ltehi~ou, writes the Ch:1.1npi,)u as follow:-;: 

·-- )h?. Eo1Tog :-1 n a cu1111n tu1 it:atiou :-;0111e :;hort t i111e 
:since in your ,·alual ,le paper frolu J utlge F. U. Ada lll:-5. 

who i:-- u:--ually :$0 correet, there i:-; au error regai-d_ing the 
nan1c of Brown countv. which ~houhl be correet~<.l .. a:; it i:--- . 
likely to lJecu1ue a 1,art of the future hi~toi·y of .K.au~as. 1 
ant not :-;urpri~ed that the f~u;ts have becon1e ~onfused, ;t~ 
so long a·ti111e has elap~et.l, auJ. such treu1e11d.ous eveut:-; 
have inter,·cned :-:.in<.:L' their ut<..:nrrence. The Halut: uf the 



-• ------------- -·-··'---·· ·-···• ------ -·-·----------
<:Otlllf,Y \\-as originally Browne, aft~r a ,-ery brilliant and 
Yery eccentric 1nen1hl:r of the House at the tin1e, 0. H~ 
Brcywnc~ of the then Third Representati,-e District, and a 
resident of w-i1at is no,\' Douglas county, ,\·here he died 
~01ne few years siuee. There were several counties nan1ed 
after n1e1nhcrs of the one or the other of the t"-o houses, 
viz ... Johnson, after ReY. Thos. Johnson, a. 1nemher of the 
Council; Lykins, aftei- Rev. Da.\-id Lykiu:-.-,, of the Council, an 
ex-I ndiau n1issioua.ry ~ Coffey" after A.. -lL Coifey, of the 
Council front Kentuc\:y ; . .:\..ndersou, after J o~eph C .... .\..uder
~ou, of the House; ~Iarshall., after F. I. liarshaU, of the 
Hoose. 

Of the above g-cntlcn1en, [ think onlv- h,-o arc now liY-
....... ~ .. 

in~-F. J . .lfarsh~ll, now of Colorado, an enterprising, in-
telligent 1na11, and hig:h.ly re~pected ; and J. C . .Anderson~ 
uow. I think'." of Kentucky, a. ,-ery intelligent lawyer, and 
a.II of the1n 1ncn of unb!en1ish~d persona.I character. 

J. H. STIU~(H'ELLO\Y, 

Atchison, Kan.'' 
C,,L 'f. \V. \r atct·sun also adds his testi1non \'" in the ., 

san1e directio1t. 
_ ·' jlary~\·ille, Kan., Juue :28, 1870. 

Hox. E. X. J!OIUULL :-I.>ear sir."-Y uu!·s of the ~oth 
iu~t. (.;un1e to hand la~t eYcniug. lu reph- I \\·ould sav· u ., ., 

that 1ny recollection is very clear that the orjgin and rea-
son of your county heiug called Browne· ,vas, tha.t a man 
by the ua1uc of 0. H. BrO\\-ne was a 1ue1nl1er of the legis
lature at that ti1ne, and ,vas very desirous of having a 
cwuuty called for hi1n, a5 \\·ere a good 1uany other n1eu1-
bcrs. For inst.a.nee, .Marshall, llicha.rdson, Jolnu;ou, Cof
fey, Ly~iu~, etc., were all na1ned after n1e1nbers. If this 
docs nut co\·er the ground, please let n1e hear frou1 you aud 
I v.·ill_ tr\.- auJ. trive all the iufiJrmation I can . ., ~ 

Yours 1'ruly, 'THOS. ,r. \V' AJER:SO~." -

Houora.Lle Johu . ..-\ .. .l:lalderruan, of Leavenworth, also .a 
1ue1nbcr of the first Legislature, \\Tites : h }ly recollection 
is tha.t Browne county was called. for U. H .. .Browne, a 
111en1bcr of the iir~t Hou:-;e of Rcprcseutati ·res, ·who died, a 



fe-w vears since~ in Osage; an<l not for Hnn .. A. G. Bro·wn .. ., ..__. . -

of J[i~issippi~" 
'111iP- ,,tould s.ee1n to prove - con~lusi\-ely· that tthe inten

tion of the first le!!-i:slature ,Yas to honor one of their 1ueu1---~ 
hers hy gh-ing his na1nc to this county. ,Yhy the final e· 
\Yas subscl1ucntly dropped does not appear; hut as tlil_~ 
na1ne is spe1lled Br<)\n1c \\-hcrcYe:r it appears in the la,-..-~ 
enacted hy the pro-slaxery legiglatures antl Brown in ~tll 
the laws enacted tn.- Free-state lcgi~latures. it is fair tt.'-

w ~ 

prcsu1ne that the 11:uuc ·,Ya~ ~hanged for pulitic:al reason~. 
I 11 thf! ea.1·ly rc<.:ords of Doniphan· ~ou11ty "the ft,11,)wiu~ 

erib·ies arc found pertaining to Bro·.·.-un ~uunty. · ~i.t a 
1nee6ng of the t:01n111i~sio!1cr:-; of Doniphan county, 011 

)fonday. the 17th day of Sept.; .A. n. 18-)~~, it_ wa~ qrden.:d 
that the eountY of nn~nruc he and it is herehv or~anized a:-:. - . ~ 

a n1unic-ipal t{nn15hip to· lie k11<?wn a:-- Br·owne c-ounty 
tow11ship. 

Orch·red. rrl1at the ~l'erritorial election for Delcgat.c to 
the next C'on~:res~ of the l~nitecl . :"tatc~ he held a! th~ 

'-

house of ,r. C. Fo~ter. un the ~onth:For~ of the X e1uaha to1· 
the count\· of Browne allll that ,v1u. C. Fo;:;ter .. \r1n. Pur-

v . 

ket and E. ,, ... _ Short he appuinted judges to hold the sanH_•. 

Ordered, 'fhat a Yote of the people he ta~"cn on the day 
of the territorial t.·lectiou authorizin~ the <.:<Jnnh- ecna-t to 

(._ .. 
grant or withhold li~en~c f<.Jr the retail of ardent spiritB in_ 
each township. It nuty be vriatccl or written on eaL"h 
ti~kct, Liceu:-:c~ or Xo Li1-eH:-;c. 

Orderrd. That .John C. Bo~~~ and \Yn1. C. Fo:--tei- l,e 
, ~~ 

appointe<l Justi<:cs of the Pcac..:e, and that \Y111. Purket be 
appointed Con~tal)le for the cou11t,r of Browu ~ in the terri
tory of I~a nsa~, fr>I\ and dnriug- the tcnn vre::-cri!Jed hy 
la,\- antl until their ~lH:l:e:--~oi-:; are tluly elected and quali
fied. ..:\..~ the January tetw, 18.:n, the folluwing <H"der~ 
·were passt~tl.. Onler~Ll that John ,,-. ~111ith lie and he is 
hcrcl.,y a 1,pointed a~~e::;sur of Btu\\·n and .l)uui phan eouIL
tie~ for and during the ter1n pre~<.;ribcd by law antl until 
his succe:;.::;or is elected and. (l ualifiell ; and that he be rc
quc~tctl to cuter into l>untl to · the Tcrri~ur.r uf h .. au~a~ in 



the penal sluu of FOGiJ. ·uc-~Drn:o DOLL:\W~ cundit ioi1cd for 
the fitithful pcrforn1a11l:c of the dntie~ of hi;:; offi~e. Order
ed~ That .\.. flay~ he au<l he i:-5 here1)y appointed :::;pedal 
)lar:-5hal to take the t:e11sus of Doniphan a.ntl Brown eoun~ 
tie~ during the tenn ·prest:ribcJ. hy la\\- . 
.,_. .June lo~ 18;;<;, the follo,\·i11g order:..-; were eutereLL Or
<lert_;tl, That the ac~ount filed with the clerk of thh; eourt 
bv Ilenr\· . .:\.llan1~ ·a.1Hl R .. L. Kirk. ~oniiui:-;sioner~ to luc:ate . . , 

a Territorial road fro1n .. -\..t~hisou to 1Iarys,·illc .. an1cn1utin!! 
... ... t -

tu one lnu1di-cd and f,)ur uollar:-, auJ. t,,·cnty-fiye cent:-; 
again~t Brown county for sut·\·cyiug said· road through 
said county be and the ~an1e is hereby auclitcd and allow-c~d 
again~t said cun11tv ~ and that the derk of thi~ TrilJnnn.l be 
~ ~ 

and he is hereby anthorizeli to i:-:;suc warrants on Brown 
count\'" and in fa\·or uf the ~eYeral 1>er:-,1)11s ·who~c. 11uu1c:-; are 

~ L 

n1entionetl in the at~c.:ount. . Ortlereu, '"!~hat the <:onrt \1.·ill 
not a.How the itc1u:-; in the alJo,·c ac1.;on1tt. fo~- u~e of tent 
and eookin~ utensil~ aull pro\·isions, a1nunntiug: t<> ~1:2.~~:J. 

Here follo\\·s a long repurt of the road co1111ni~::;iu11er:5 of 
the road aboYC referred io . 

.T uly :!~ .. l8;)ti~ an oi-der was pa:,~ed tlirel'.tiug the cunnty 
sur,·e_yvr to survey a,id 1nark out the boundary line bt.!
twceu Bro,\··11 an<l l)uniphau cuuutie~. On the ltith uf 
~ept., 18.jt,, sc\·eral orders \\·ere pa~~ctl pertaining tt., 
Brow11 county. .A.n_tong- theu1 wa~ one· that the a:;;:-;~;:;~or 
8hunlu tile scpcrate llilb for a:-.;:-;c~t-iin;; a.gain~t ·Duuiphan 
and Brown countie~ aud hi:; asscs::;1ncut roll~ ·shuul<l be re
ceived provitle<l. that. µn.:-crnptiou <.;lain1:5 and share:;· iu 
joint stock e01n panics nut incorporated shall not i ,c taxed. 
[ t \Ya.s also ord.ered that tuwu:-;hip ranges 11u111hcrcJ. l.j 
an<l 1 n in Brown t.:ounty _be aud they arc hen;Ly t;OH:-;titu
tcd a n1unicipa.l .tuwn:;hip, _tu he known a::; \Yalnut town
ship; a.utl that an elec.;tion for n1e111bcr:-:: to the next lcgi~la
tivc ati:sc1nbly ur the Territory of 1'-ausa~, to L>c held at the 
hon:-;e of \V. C . . Fu:;ter, in ~a.id towu~h i p, on t lie ] :;t Jh~u
tlay in o~tobcr next, a~H.l that \V. C . .Fu:-;ter, ----
and ----- ue and they are hereby appoi1itec.l judge:; 
to hul<l ~aiu elcctioa. Orclcreti that tuw11~hi lJ rau~·es 17 



and 1-K b~~ and they are · herehy constituted a n1uni~ipal 
to\\-nship to he k11u,\-ll as Jiission toWn$bip aud that. au 
eleetion for 1ne1nbers of the -next Legislative a.s~en1hly of 
the 'f~rritorY of Kan~a~ l:H~ held at the house of Heurv . . . 
~n1ith .. on the 1st )Ionday of Octolier nexC ·within and fo,r 
:--aid hYw11ship, and that I-Icnry ~n1ith 1 --- Thun1psun 
and .Ja.111Ps Sn1i.th he 8:nrl they u-rc hereby appoi1_1ted judge~ 
to the san1e. Ordered that the rate of tax for tonnty pur
poses for Bro\n1 county for the J)resent year ~hall be fifty 
cents fur cadi poll a ntl 011e-·•frxth of one~ per <:P.n t on all 
other taxable pi·opcrty. Ou the I ,th of ~oL, }~;);;_ the 

_the a.t:eonnt of Johi1 ,v. S1nith flH' as~cs~iu~ Brown ~Ollllt\-
•-. . 

., l l . 1 ,..) '1 'l 1· . . 1 1 ·was U.1 0\\-e(. a1nonntlll!'..!: t~) i·-x;-5. 1e Ol"Cfr"Olll!! .. Wlt-11 t ll' . ·- .. (_ , _ , 

e.xcei>tio11 ot a few order:; pertaining- to rond and pcr:-;onal 
n1atter~. iCC:111 tu be all the order~ of the eo1~i~~io11ers 
of f)onip!1a11·-cun11tr re lat i11g to Brown C-(•Ullty bu~i11es::- . 

. On page -! -± of Ll ws of 1857? the Loin:daries of i he 
county arc aµ:a-in gi,-en, corre~Jing- the errors in the 
la,,s of 1 s.-:;,j~ and the'. 11n111c i~ ~till ~pc!lcd with an e. Oa 
pag-c ~-t of the ·::;a.inc ~ession law~ is a11 act appron .. ·d Fel.i. 
-, ,Yhich rea<.l~ as folllow~: That the county of Bn,·wne~ 
w-I1ich i~ attached to the conuty of Do1iipha11- i:,.; hcreliy de
tached fron1 said- county of J)ouiphan. That Clayto1n-illc 
be the te1npora_ry seat of ju:,tice of Bn,wue (:.Onnty _- That at 
the first genct·al elcd ion there ~hall lJe thrc<: e<Pn111i:s~·i,Jt!-.__ 

ers elected~ ,d10 ~ha11, after fir~t ta.king an oath, etc., pro
ceed to locate the pcnua11cnt scat of ju~tice. That tlic 
present lcg-i~latnre of the l'er•:itory or 1\_~~usa~ :-;h.dl elect a. 
I>rolJate J nd~e .. ~hcriff a.11,1 t,,-o con1111bsiuucr:-; for Browne ... _ 

count·L \\-ho shall hold their ofnLe~ until the gc:nerai elet=-. ' ..... 
tion in October, JS;-;,, and until their ~uece:'5~ur~ arc elect-...... 
ed and 11ualified. l)uring the san1c sc~8iou or th~Ae~;-i:•da-
turc Geo .. E. Clavton wa~ elected Probate J utltre of ':Mrowne 

v <~ 

t:otrht\"'-thc Probate J1.id0 ·c bcino· .. under the then existi11°· • u u ✓ ~ 

law·, chairn1an of the t:ounty co111111ii:-~ione1:.s court. 1-:Ienr.r 
~1uith an~ D. .JL Lochu_auc were elected c:0nnni:-;~ioners, 
hut a:; )fr. Lochuauc "-a:, 11ot u re;-;ideut of the countv at ., 

the ti11ie, thi::; left a vacancy i11 the btianl which wa:-:; ~10t, 



11 
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however, fill~tl. Petht~ 'Tho1upson wa:; ele<.;te(l ~hcritr, 
.hut he declined the offi<.:c anfl did not qua,lify. 1."'lte court 
thus t;lffi~titutetl funnall \- orgauizctl a·utl held a :-;e:-siou at 

.... L· 

Clarlonvillc on the }.a"ith da\- or ~farc.:h. lft)1, in a s1nall - .,/ . . 

lo~ house which i~ ~till ~ta1Hli11~· autl whid1 11()\\" forn1~ a 
-~ ~ 

,part of the residcn<.:_e of 0. Q. \Vhitncy, E::-q. Thi~- wa~ 
the first court C\-er lichl in BL-rJ\\·11 count\·, and this loQ" hut 

... <...; 

\\"U~ the tir~t con rt hon::;e. The fir~t act of the L:Ourt Wcl~ 
to appoint .Ta.111e~ ,ratcr:-;ou clerk. .Ja.n1es A. Fulton was 
appointed ~heriff. lint later in the day this ~!ppointtnent 
\\-a:-- for ~<>111:.: rea:;na reseindeJ and at the follo,,·inQ" se:---..___ 

:--ion he ,n1~ again apii~.>i,1ted. John I>unl,ar lra::; ·n1,pointc<l 
Trea:-.urer <111d E. )L l-Iut•ln1n1~ C'oro11or. Dun1)ar proha
l1h· declined to act. as' at the uext se~:-;ion of the t:onrt - . . 

· Uid_w rc.l L. Oldha1n wa~ a.ppoiute1.l Treasurer. The ~ourt 
then tliYided the tun11ty into four 1nn11ieipal to,Yn::;hip:-;, 
11early C(p1al in extent uf territory, na.u1i11g the -X. E. 
to··_ 11:-;hip I n-ing, the ~- }:. Clayton ville, the S. \\ .. Lot:h
naue and the :X. \Y. ,ralnut Creek. Ira. IL ~1nith ·wa::; a1>-

.1. 

pointc,l cf.n1nty s1ir\·eyor hut he refu~ed to at:~cpt any a p-

point1ucut at the ha1u.l~ of thi~ ~ourt. holding thnt the 
1egi~lature that pro,·iucd !;Jr ~he organization of the <.;oun
ty wa~ forced .npou the ten·itury by fraud n1u.I dolcnee . 
• Jo:-;cph A. Brown was c.tppointcd a:--sc:.;~or and JL. C. ,Yilii:--, 
.J u:--tit:c or the Peat:e. ..:\.t the next :--c~:siun of thi::; con rt, 
held )[arcli :;1, 1S.j7~ it wu:; ordered d1at .John EI. "\V"hite
head ha,·e a li~cn~c to ::;ell intoxicj_t_iug liquor:-; at hi:-; st<Jre 
iu K.i nuc k1t:, for ::;ix 111011 tl~~ frun1 ~\ pril 1, 18.;,, 1q,on. pay-
1:ne11t ut ~.:!-). ..;\.:-; J{iunel"uk was iu:--t OYCr the line in .\.td1-. 
ison county and entirely beyond . the. jnri~tli~tiu11 _of thi:-; 
tril.ntnal. it was e\·identlv a clear ~·ain of ::-~.j to the c,_,u11t \-. 

. - ~ -
At tlie ~a1ue ~e~~io11 of the court it was ordered that B->t if) 
be appropriated for the huihliug of a cCJurt hon;-;e on the 
north s!ptarc iu Clayton\·ille~ :;;aid hou:-:e to be a fnuue ~io 
feet 1011!! and :;i,l iect wit.le and to be e111.:lo~ed hr 1st of Jnnl: .. 

4- •. ~ 

l;,;>7. Hichanl L. Oldha1u wa:5 appointed <;uunui~sioucr tu 
build this house. ..:\. tax le\·,· wa~ 1nadc at thi.::; se;:;sio.11 of one-- . . 

sixth ut one per ceut- f;)r t;uunty i.,urpo::;e::;, a1H.l onc-:;ixfh uf 
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one per c..:eut fur building purposes.· l'nder an act of the 
pro-slaYery legislature all per~ons ·who ~ettlcd upon :::;ee~ . 

. 1 ti and _3G ( school land) before the stu·'\·cy ~f the pub lie 
lands~ \Yere requir~t.l to prove thci r settleP.J.cnt before the 
county court and pay to the county Treasurer i;l.:.!~) per 
acre for 5uch lands-the 1nonev thus recei\·ed to he niade ., 

a pcrn1auent sehoul fn:1d. Quite a 11u1nher of the cariy 
settler~ of the eou1itv-)l. L. Sa"·in. Tho1nas Hriu:han1 .. 

•• • f.~ 

John PaQ"c. JCJs. Farron. Eh· Co1·neiliso11, F. ~L ~tarn:-- .. 
~ . , .. . 

Isaac H. Barkley and ~athaniel l~in1herli11 pn.>Ycd their ::;et-

tle1nent before the couuty court 1.tut the l~. ~- G0Yernn1e11t 
refused torecognize thi:-:- dispo::,ition of the lands and re
quired the parties to 1>ro\·e their settle1neut at the L. ~
Lalld Office. treatin£ these land::; as Govcr111nent laud~ and . ,.__ 

uot school lands. .At the ~essiun of this court held 11n v .. 
18, 18;'j7, E. • 1-l. ~iles:- Thu.r~ton Chase, X oah 1:-Ianson and 
otherH petitioned tc~ haYe school di:--tricts organized iu town 
2 .. range] tj_ Thi~ 8een1~ to he the first tlt:tion cYer taken . ...... 

in the count\· towards onranizing school tlistriets and caine .. ~ ~ 

f ron1 a :section oft he count, \\·hid1 tor 1nzu1 y years took the .. . . 
lead in educational 1natter:;. 'l,he uext day a petition w,1s 
presented fro1n the se1tlers in to,vn ;)., rc.111ge 18 tu lun·e 
that township organized into school di~trit:ts. The re
cords fail to .-;luJ\\- who the petitioner~ were. .At this tinte. 
v,Jting preeint;~;:; we r~ c~tahlk;hcd for the ~onn ty, at house 
or,\-. C. Foster, for \Yaluut Creek to\Y1tship; at hou~e of 
J. H. lfcaton., at 1It. Roy., for lrYing b;\"n1Bhip; at hou~e 
of--C. ,v. )[ng:ill. for Lochnane township ; and at hotel in 
Clayton ville for that town~hip. 

Le\'tis Dunu \Vas appointed Ju:-;tice of the l>eace at this 
session. Petitions for roath. ,\·ere pre~entcd auu neces::;ary 
action taken to estahlish the1n at ea<.;h se:-;siou of the eun1-
111i~sioners' court during the ,vhole venr ot 1;-;~5 7. A. t the ..... ., 

next ~ession of the eonrt~ held July ~o, Leauder ~ctwyer 
and .John CL ~pencer were appointed Justices ot the l>eac..;c. 
'fhe ~heriff of the county, ,,bu \\ras, I.,y virtue of hiti otlice, 
collector of taxes, subn1itted a report for the year 18,jt:,, a. 
copy of \vhit:h is herewith given iu full. 



Bn.uws Co., l(A:s-Si~ T.ERIUTOI:Y: 
I.n. act;'t w·ith .J an1es .:\. Fulton .. 

1807. _ Collectur of Baid <:onnty. 
Cr. By the tax hook of 18;1{'- ·· ~10{1.-!1 

,; .J. R. ,Vhitehcad's license ::2i).OU ·· 
.... G. \Y. "\Y-ill ia1n~' .;. _:2;j.00 

Dr .. Tv per ccu.ta..gc fur collecting rcY~uue . 
.... ,~ •· ;, ,.;; Liccu:jc 

~~ I() 
• •,: . 

Of the ~,h,_n-e arcuuat there i~ (.lue to J ohu ,v. B1nith, 
. ..:\s:-;e:-;snr of Brown c:ouuty, . S38.iJU 

''fherc i.:-- lost of the rc\·enue ut the cuuatv h\- \!l-ror uf the 
of ., 

as~e~sor a~scssiu.g per:;ous out of the eouuty aud delin-
,p1cut ct:-; per 1uy rettrrn $(ifl .. 1 l 

.A u.(l there i~ iu ill.f ha11<l~, hclougiug tv. the Te rrit~)ry., 
the ~u1u vf, le~~ p,;1T(:utagc au<l. n1ilcage. BGJ.~}l 

J .;\)n::-; j __ FcLTux, 
:-;hcriff aud CollcL"tor of JJn . .nrn C\,. 

1'h~ returu.s of th~ ~h~riff ~ho,\· that twcuty-t,\-u per~o!l>: 
,\·ere· iileµ·a.lly as~e~::;e<l~ not· l,eiug re~iclcnts of the Territo
:·v on the 1st of )hu·eh~ the ti1ue fro111 "\1.-hich the asse~~-., 

1ucnt. dated. Thc~t~ uer:;vus w~rc char~eJ. ·with .a t<>x: uf ' ._, 
$-)4:.=1-+ .. 1:dtich hciu~ declw~te<l froru the full an1ou11t of th•; 

'· 
tax htH_~k~ for the rear lcuxes a legal tax for the whole of 
Bron·ue l·tniutv for the n~ar 18SU of ~5:!.G,. .A .. s it i;j be-

e/ .... .. 

fore shu\1.·n that .Ju}1u \Y. S1uith ~\-u.s alluweJ by Doniphan 
couHtT eourt ~.JX fur 1J1<.tki1i!! the as:se:,;~111eut. a.11t.l '-T a·111es 

. .- <._.; I 

... -.\. Fulton was a.llo\i·e<l ~ T .-±1j for co1lccti11g the $U.l:(1e, the 
total ta~es tha.t year faileJ. to paJ for as~e~sment d11J. 4.:ol
le<.;tion~ hy ..::;:j_~~J : a.ad. Hrowue cuu.uty ·was Bt.:j:1 lH.H..>rer 

after culleciiu~ the ta..~ than it was before the as~c~~went. ·- . 

- Iu .. 1.ugust, 18,>,, the co1nllli::;~io11er appoiuteLl to cou-
trc1.ct foi- tJl1ihliug u c<~urt hou~e repurt.:!li that he ha,l 
contracted witl_1 .A .• llced to i»uilJ. c1 huu~c fur ~~-11J ; that 
the \Vork wa.::> tluue, the building rct,;eiYcJ, a.11<.l that Hee.J. 
1va.s· entitled tu his 11101ter. 'rhiti was the fir~t court huu:::;c ., 

owuc,l hy the cuuuty. lt JiJ. uut prun.~ a n:ry paying in-
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vesh.nent. as the countv sold it not long after .. to ~an1 ·1 ,\-. . . ~ . 

,vade, for ~100. On the 19th of October. 185·7, this court 
held its last session, and th~· reign of the pro-~laYery 
dvnastv vrns forever ended in · J}rowne countY. ,vhile the 

., el -· 

free-state 1ncn, ,vho; uuriJ1g the w·hole tcr1n of their reigu, 
fro1n :\larch to Xo,·e1ul,cr, \\·er.c largely iu the 111a.jority, 
fir1ulv belieYed that the h:Lri:;;lature that elected these 1ucn . ~ 

·was utterly illegal and ·without any just power to act, they 
""risely concluded t11at it l\·as lietter to quietly suhn1it for 
the short ti1nc that "·ould elapse l,efort the election \YOnld 
be held, than to jeopardize the pea.cc and quiet of the con1-
n1unitv and retard the 1natcrial interests of the couutv 1n· .. .. . -· 
resistanec to the po\vers in authority. ~i1nplc ju~tice to 
these co1nn1is8ioners den1ands that it should he here stated 
that the frec-sta.tc 1ncn hnd no occasion to con1plain of the 
conduct of t11is_ court~ antl that they were not goYcrned hy 
partjsan fee1ingg in tl1eir acts-leading frec-~tuic 1ncn be
ing repeatedly appointed to · po~itious of honor und trust. 
Up to this ti1nc, ( Oct .. , ] 8.j,) hut three· election:; hutl hcen 
l1eld in the county under the territorial laws. Tiu~ iir~t 
,vas on th~ first day of October, ]8;55, at v.·hieh there were 
FOtiR ,OTES ca~t~ all be1ng for .J. ,v-. \Yhitfield tor l)elegate 

, ~ ~ 

to Cong-ress. · This is the first recorded Yote iu tl1c cuuut\· 
~ . 

and is v.;ithout doubt the first elcctio11 ever helu \\·ithiu its 
borders. It is to Le hoped that candidates for office ,..-ere 
correspondingly ~caree or the four poor fellows ,\·ho were 
entitled t◊ the rights of suflrag~· would have Leen ··bored" 
to death. The next election nas on the t.ith of October. 
180U, for J)elegate to Congres8 and 1ne1ubers of the legi~
lature. .At this election J. \V. \Ybitfield had ll> votes for 
Delegate and X. I~. ~tout, B. 0. l)riscull aud T. \V. "\\" a
terson, all, at that ti1nc, residents ot llouiphan county, l'e
ceived 17 Yotes for n1cn1l,cr~ of legislature. On the lbth ... 
of Ju11e, ]867, au election was held to select t,\·o delegates 
to attend a Constitutional Convention to ue held at .Lc
con1pton. ..-\..t this election, Henry ~mith received ~ti 
votes and Cyrus Dolman 4-!: votes iu the 
district. co1npr1stng llro\vn and Xen1al1a counties. 



---------,-
Xon~ of thc~e election~ re,1Hy gi\·e an_y ju~t idea of the nu111-
l:er .of voter~ in the count,· at the tin1es o:· tltc f'lcctions't <1~ 

. ~ 

-the fn_•t·-statc 1ncn ,_1f the counh·. acting- in harnt1.nn· \\·ith . ., . . _.,. . ~ 

thPir party throughout the 1·erritory~ stearliiy refused to \'(>ft'~ 

'fhc a,~t or thl' Jeµ:i~larnre pro\-itling for the clecti•Hl of del

egn.h~~ tn a Cou:-:;trtutio11al Corn·entiou al~o pruYided fnr thP 

iakin~ of a ceu~n~. Thi=' Well' done in Bro\VHe county by 
({e,,_ E. Clavtou, Prut,ate .Jnd~e. the•~e bcinu.- tlren llO ~lwi--. . ,_. , \...-

i ff. Tht~r.:• i=' no r<•a~nu ti) d,,ut.t thr-r. it w~,:-;- :H~c·i,1npli~lH·d 
· w-ith a.:=- 1nuch accurac\· as is u~ual in sueh enun1eratiou~. 
Re !!;_n-~ the ltnrnhPr of YOter;:-- aJ. :20;5 .. but 1uade no returu 

•.. . 

f>f the "-holt~ nnu1hcr of inha1,itants. Cou11tiu~· three in-.. 
habitant~ t:n cnc.;h ,·ote1·. ,d1ich at that ti1nc woul<l. he ~.i, 

,·er, lih•~11tl cstiniate. as a.· lan1·e n tnnbt'r (Jf sin~de 11.1ea 
• 'l.- (._, 

,n~re in th~ eonnty tu!-:iHg- .;elain1~, q the whole popnlci tiou 
of the ,~,mnty coufrt n<.>t cxeecd f_,1.). On the -)th of Octo
her. ] ~-~7. the territorial eh~ction fi,r t.hat year wa:-; hcl<l~ 
an<I a:-- t hr free-stat,· 1nen ,;i;·e1·c at the polls in full fc1rte. it 
is ~~de to :-:n_r- that _a fuH ,·1.1te wa~ cci:5t. .. :\t_thi:; eleetion 
,,-_(L ~ar~f:Ut wa~ ph_•eted Prol,ate Jwl~c; .:\. B ... 1nder-. "-' , 

son and .Jaenh · En!:dehart. Count,· Con1n11~~it.n1er~ ~ :\Io:--e~ -- . . . 

P.- Prnr:tor. ·rrea:--ur(•r: Franklin 0. :--!awiu, ~heriff .. hy ~i 
\·ote ,.>f 11~t. ro 7:?-tht" Yote h\· to\v11:-;hi1,~ hei11u· a~ follows: 

~ ~ 

,ralnut Creek 
Ln(:}1nane · 

li·,·in !! 
·-

Cla "-t,}n \·i I le . 

·PI: r-:r-: ='T. \ TE. 
i 1 • -t ,_) 

1 C_) 

.J;; 

PltO-SL.\ \"EHY. 

11 
:.::3 
·) -.;_)~ > 

By thi8 \-ote the control or the euunty" pa:-;~ctl into the 
ha11d:-- of the iree-:--tate n1cn, and the pro-sla\·eryite:-; were 
e\·er after ?H a hopt)le...;~ n1inority. 

Browne· and ~ einaha conn ties at thi~ ti1ue eou::;titnt~d 
the -!th and .=,t11 Rep. •di~h-iets a11d ,\·ere ·entitled to one 
1ncn1her. E. ~. )Jurrill ·was clcetctl~ receiY11ur ~xt Yotes 

. '-' 

w·hile .E. Jf. fluhhard~ the Den1ocratic candidate received 
1 i)~ Yote~. · 

'l'urnino- front a consideration of the lJolitical ur 0 ·aHiza.-v 0 

ti,1n '>f the count,· .. Yotn· utteution is i1n·it•:d-to that of its - , .. 



It is hardly prnuahle that any \\·hite man was liYiug 
in the county at the ti1ne of the passage of the I~ansas
Xebraska Bill. Xear its eastern line, in Doniphau county, 
an Indian }Iission had Leen in existence for vear:s .. n.t ., . 

·which sevei·al \\~hite persons xesided. ( >ne of the overland 
routes to California. or as it i~ n1ore familiadv kuo,vn. the .. . .. . 

"California 'Trail,'' entered the county on its eastern Lor-
der, nearly n1id\"ray north and sonth, and wound aloug on 
the diYides, axoiding all strea1us on account or difficulty in 
crossing; passing on the north of Drununoud':s Brauch, 
cros~ing the ,vestern part of the present site of Hiawatha, 
then following the divide Let,vcen the head water::; of the 

~--

\V olf and vr-alnut, left the county· near the pretient. ~ite uf 
Sabetha. Hundreds of tca1ns and. thousands of pcn;o11~ 
had probably passed OYer this trail during the _five prcce-u
ing years, on their _\,·cai-y joni-11cy to the gold 1niue8 of the 
Pacific Coast. .A. gP-ntle1nan ,\·ho 1uade "the trip in 1\)-l ~!, 

afterward~ related that ,, hile his party, consisting or tlurty 
1nen, were can1piug near the l1ead of Dru1n1no11d:s BnuH:h, 
he, with two others .. started out in search of ga1nc, an<l as 
they cc1.n1e upon the high prairie in sight of the_ tiruber at 
the northwest and at the south, they discove1·ed a 8lllall 
herd of Luffi1.lo, and, after a short chase, succ.;eeticd in hil
ling one in the ti1nbcr 11earh· east of \\·here Hiawatha uow ..., . ., 

stan<li. .Fro1n this de~crivtiou of the voint where the 
buffalo ,vere first discovered, it. would see1n as though it 
1nust have been on or near the present ~ite of Hiawatha. ; 
and the ·wood ,rhcre it ,ra:; killed was prulJal.,ly 011 or near 
the fann now· o,vned by Dr. ~euuru. ~ othing uf interest 
can be related of the couuty prior to it~ ~ettle1uent lH* the ., 
vd1itcs. ,vhile the Indians, doubtless, roa1ued over 
its pr1\1r1es and hunted in the beautiful W(•ods 
that skirt its strean1s, there is au utter IJa.rrcu-



ness of ro1nautic traditions and the conclusion is incYita1)1~ 
that the-redskins ,,-ho hunted deer in Bro\\-n count\- ,Yere 
very conunon place Indian~ a.111fJ11g_- ·whon1 it \\""ould haYc 
pu:~zled. Cooper to find a hero. or Longtcllow a Hi<n\-a.tha 
to woo the loYely }linnch;i.ha.. 1There is a tra<lition that a 
liattl,~ of sonic 1na!!nitutle \\-~:-; fonuht a 111ile or two east of 

C # c_ 

our pre~ent county seat, near a spring on the far1n 110\,-

0,vne:l hy \\"'. S. fin.lL Esq.~ and t.he early :settlers report 
thai: th(•\- found ~knlls ~cattcrc•.l arou11d there and .. there-. 
fin·e~ they na.1ned it ... ~kull Spring.~' To detcr1ninc with 
anv· cle~ree of ccrtaintY ·who was ihc first :--ettler i~ nearh-.. .. .. .. 
inipo~='ihic. A do:~en n1en inay haYc ::-cttlcd at the sa111e 

tinH_~ in diff<!rcnt :-;cctions of the connh·. un:.;:1town to each 
•' . 

other. )t1n\· of the oltl settlers \,-ho arc. 110"- liYing in the 
• L 

counh- can onlv tell the 1nonth the\- can1e: and ~~orc:s 
• II, ., , 

wlu> ~et tled here in the earl_\- day;:-; l1eea1ne d i~~atisfied and 
s:m~·ht nther and foii-er fi<~ld:-.. while n1a1n- haYc. douhtle~~-, , w , 

tr,n·elk·d that jonrn"Q_y- fr01n whieh ·110 \Ye,1ry traYt:.·ler ]w~ 

e\·er returned. · To !!iYe the nan1es of those who are k110\n1 
'· . ., . . 

i o hase hecn pionrPi-~ jn open in~ t hif; county to settre1uent . . 

c\H<l to lea.Ye thr· <pH~~tiou of priority open, $ecn1s the <i1tly 

true cour~e to pnrsne. Jlany __ ~211uc in frou1 .)1i~sonri. 
1nar\ecl clai1ns. 1na<le so1ne ~litd1t ini-oro,-en1ents and r<·-._ l 

tun1erl to their ho~nt:~ !n luu·:\·cst their crop~~ pre,-iou:-~ly 
pla11terl there. a11<1 to ~pe1ul the winter. Otherr;~ cou1in;~: 
front a greater di:--t<11lt'C, 1uade perninneut ~cttic111ents ut 
<)Jl<:.P. On the 1 ~ah day of )lay. 1B5-t Thurston Cha~c anti 
Jaine~ f;i1,h1,ns nrnrl,ed clain1s on \\·olf Hi\-er~ the fonner 
1a•jn!! the f~1nn .110\\- · o,vned In- )[r. Pitt1nan. The\· re-. •... . .. . 
n1aiue,I 011 thcii- l:111.-1 t,\·o or three weeks. seeing 110 \Yhite 

<....i 

1nan <.hiring that tiinP. 1It·. Cha~e hro1-.e ~cYeral acres or 
p·i-airic~ and, returning in .:\ug-n~t. built a sniall log hon~e 
whil'h nfter,,·ards hnrne<.l down. On the ~0th uf)1ay, C. il. 
I sely and Peter nnd Chri:-;t Luginbuhl left ~t. J·useph on foot 
to explore the sei_;tiou ot country lyin~ "-est of that city. The 
sceon,l <lay they pas~ed the I 1H.lian )li~::;iou, Hear Highlau~l, 
and a.t HiYHl ~topped to rest and take their Ji1~ner 011 the lit-: 
tlc strean1 three u1iles \\·e::-t"of I-fiv:hland. That eYeni1i~ ,\-hen 

~ ~ 



a fe,"- 1nile:;; cast of Bia watha. ·thev were oYertakt.·n 11Y a 
• & 

terrible ~tor1n and l:cforc theY ceuld rea.t·h ·the frieudh-. . 
~helter oft-he ti1nber, ·111ght :;ct ·in a1ul the\- were qi_ili~·ed to 

, .__ .. . ' 

ren1n.1n 011 the prairie. unprotectc<.l iro1n the stonu during· 
the uight, ·whid1 pruYed a. Yery dar!.;: and ra~ny 011e. l\, 
1nakc ·it ~till n1ore u11co1nforta1.>le~ tbc·y <Ji~<:01+-ered. duri11µ: 
the night. Irv the yi\-id fiashcs of li~.d1t11ill~, a ~1nall baud ,)f ,.. ~ ~ '-" "..,. 

Indians with their po11ic~~ near iJr theln. \Vhen 1uor11i11g: 
can1e~ )fr. I£ely 1,ropo~ed to ~untinue the jouni.:y: hut 1.he 
other~ .. tlturoug·hly di:-;gTt:-.te,l with their 1ir~t exi!erit•n(:e in 
pioneer life~ refused to g:o fa1·ther, and l he 1,ar1y returuL'd 
to ~t. Jose1.>l1. · 1 u .June. 18D-!., \r. C . .Fu~ter ::-5ettlril in the 

i • 

eastern Jc.irt of Xeaialia t.:ouuty, pa~si11g o\·er Brvwn cuuu-
ty, uudet· the in1pres:,ion that it wa~ f ntlian Trtl~t lands . 
. A few n101~t1i~ iatcr. lean1i11Q" his n1i::;t<.1he. he ~ettled when.~ 

• ~ I . 

he now liv-e:,;;. < )u Auo·u~t ~- ot 1hat- year, E. H. Cor11eili-c ., • ~ 

8011.took a elaiu1 on \Yalnut Creek and c..>-n the 11th of the 
next 1Lu·d1 1nonid uvou it \Vith his fa1.nily. U i:=; brother ,r allaee C.'.i.lll~ at the ;-:;au1c ti1ue. Thu111as Hri~ha1n tuc!1~ a 

• l_., . • 

c1ai1a· ne;i r P~Hlonia at about the ::;,1111e · ti1ne, aiid 1110\'etl 

his frlinilv into the <.:ount,· the following ~1,ri11~. }Jeiu..·y 
... .; "-- L-, e.J 

·G rag-g seLtled in i'uwhatUtn township tl!at fail, a1nl L;ane 
;o-:awin and hi:; ~ou ~IarcelluB ~ettleJ on t_he far111 nuw 
ow lll'c.l lJ\- .J a coli Ha.v war-ti a11J. in1111ediatel ,,; ~01t1HH.·11 cell ., ~ ~ 

i1upro\·iag it. .John He l;~ and his son::;, \\"ill ia.111 .-u1d i...:.ing, 
took elai11::".i Iiear l;atlunia; i11 2\uYe111Ler. .Jt1u~es L. ,ril:-;uu, 
\riilin.n1 and Thn111a~ Jhu1ca11, an<l -- Fanner ~ci.tlcd 
near Hoi: i 11~011 1lrnt. stnn111er or i~dl. \ r illia n1 <.1111.l .J Ltlue~ 

)I ett~ tuuk <: lain1:-. on l\;111.:y Creek, in ~ uYe1nlJcr. J ~H.:'-?b 
E11!!leh~1rt ~ctt led 011. the fann 11u,v uwne<l by D. F. 

~. . 
Partd~~ 11ea r lli~uratha, anti te11j. \\'inlde~ u11<.l his :::;011~, 
Geo. G. unJ te11j. Jr ... .:-:cttletl on \Valnnt Creek i11 the uu
tu1un of ihat year. Hobert [thca, \·,·ho HOW liYe~ ~uuihca:st. 
of :-=abetha, took a elai1n in j~.\-i-. The ·winter of l~~-1-~:,~i 
wa:-:; ~t re1uarkal>h· 11ii Id. v11c.. the ~ru1uu.i re111ai11i1u2.· :;o fn:e ., ~ ..... , ...... 

fro1n frc):-:t tlrn.r plo\\·iu~: could Le du11e duriug the cui.ire 
winter. In }:-:.;;;/>, quite a 11u11tl.er 111ade ho111es in tl1e ne,v 
co~n1ry. ft: i~ i1npot.:--il,ie to ~?~t a hill ur ~v111pll'te li:-;t of 



the· ua1ncs of all who settled in the countv durinu- this .. ~ . 
. vear. An1ong then1 "-ere ... -\..1uasu Owen, who 1narked the 
first road fron1 I-;Iiav.:-utha. to '\Valnut Creek, a year later; 
Jose1>h Dean, Jesse Strange.. ,J. .K.. Bunn, ·who \\·as one of 
the first coustahlcs in the cuuntv : Henrv "\\~ ood·w·ard .. 

• el • el ., 

Ja1nes \Y. Belts. John G. Spencer, Jesse J)uva.l; Henry 
~1ni1 h. afterward:-:- ouc of the countv conuniss'ioners of the , ., 

county, ·who l>rought ,\-ith hi1n three· slaYdS-a uegro 
,\~on1an na1ned Lena~ and her hvo children; .J. PeeYy .. 
~penccr Bentley, Geo. R-ohcrt~, Clifton Gentry, E. \Y. 
;-o:hort .. Ltn-d .. -\shln-, rrho1nas Hart. -,v. P. and "\V. J. Proc-

.. • ' J 

tor .. Stenhen J-lu!!hes and tan1ih·-)Irs. Hughes being the 
· L '- ., W V 

first "-hite "·01nan in Robinson t-ownship ; A .. B .... .\.nderson, 
Oic Xelson . .Ju1nes Hrid~.nnan. \Vin. Xash., ,rho died iu ...... . 

Det.'\ 18:J;); E. I-Iuffina n, l{ndolph Zinunenuan, ChristiaH 
Zinnnennan ... John )loser, John \Vilhoit, Bradford ~,rean
gen, ~ol ~1c:Call, 1'. J. l~enyou, .John ~perry, ~quire Grif
feth .• J . ..:L .Alfonl, Thon1a~ ~trangc~ .John & ,Yn1. "Vincent, 
Frank .J. Rohhin)i .• John Poe.. \r1u .. l>urkeL .John Bog-!!s, 

• • • ,f .....,;:._ 

·who died in ~Inv, ]K,-37, and .John ~d11nidt. John 8. 'J\--. .. 
lcr, afterward~ a~se:-::sor anu conuty conunissioncr, .~cttled 
upon th(• fiu·1n where he . no,\· liYcs. Enoch Pai11ter, Phil
ip \reiss .. I ~aac Chase, .J .. J. ,reltiner, Jonatl1an ~odcn, 
l:-;nac Oxier, ,r-111. "\V ebb~ .Janie~ ~1nith~ Jau1es Cn~nero11., 
.Jnn1e~ ,ratcr;-;011 .. T .. J. l>ru1n111oud .. John }>a~e .. Daniel . .· w ,, 

)Iiller. 
· Early in 18,J.), the settler~ on \Valnnt Creek fo1·111ed a. 

protcctin.~ as:-;ot;in.t.ion~ chose officers and enaetctl laws for 
the go,·crn111~11t of the new· cunuuuuitv. Rigid la,vs ,,·ere 

~ . . ~ 

enacted l>y this a~:-;ociation to protect it~ n1e111be~·s in their 
clai111~ and it has · bccu inti1uated that ,these laws ,\·ere 
frcqt1()11tly ~trct<:hed to prr.>tcct thc1n in holJing two or 
three clain1;:; each.. 1"hc ~ale of intoxicating liquors to tl~e 
Indians tras :-;trictly prohilJitcd. The first trial for riolat
ing this code took place at the houtie of J e:;se Patlo n-a 
8n1all log hut which all the settler~ prior to 18tii ,vill re-
1ue111uer as ~tauding ou the banks of the ,valnut near 
~clui1idf s t-a\\- 1nill. Co1nplaint had_ lJeen 1na<lc that Rob-



ert Boyd_ and Elisha <Jsbo,.-n had been selling w·hiskcy to 
the Indians. The settlers, sixteen in nurnher, had gath
ered with, the finn detern1ination to enforce their la.\,-s at 
all hazard~ ~ but one in the whole settlement ""as ahsent 
and ..lie "-as too ill to a.tteud. \Vhen they ,\-ere ready to 
proceed, ~- "?,- Corneilisou called their attention to the 
fact that the accn5cd were not p1:esent.. and asked that 
thev be sent for. This was ver\· sumn1a.rih· overruled antl 

~ - . 
the trial went on. "\YitneR~es ,,.-ere cxu1ni11ed; the testi-
1nony ·wa:-; direct a1·1d to the point; and after a very brief 
delihcra.tio11 a ""erd iet of guiltv ·was rendered and it was .:_..., .. . 

decided that the stock of liquors held by the:-,e n1cn should 
be destroyed, and that they shonld pay- a fine of twenty 
dollars and leave th~ county at. once. Pad.on was ap
pointed to carry out the sentence and the uti1ers all ,,~ent 

· along to assist in enforcing the law. The hou~c in ·whit:h 
Boyd & Osborn kept their liquor~ stood at the edge of 
l:>ilot GroYe, about three n1iles fro1n Padonia. \Vheu the 
squad arrived a.t the hou~e the ac(.;used w·erc <;allcd out 
and iuforn1ed th'lt rhev had been tried .. con ,·icted aud se11-
• w , 

· tenced and that the officers of the law-- ,Yere then and there 
prepared to enforce the order. 'rhey replied that they 
,vould oheerfully giYe up their liquors and pay the fine but 
begged not to he forced to leave their ho1nes. They abo 
promised faithfully that they "·ould 1~cver again Le guilty 
of a like act. J.fter the party had duly consi<lereJ the 
matter, and taken a ''snifter'' all around, they concludeJ 
that it was too had to \Yaste such vctluable property, 80 the 
parties paid the fine of twenty dollars, pro1nised tu sell no 
1norc firc-,\rater to the Indians, and \ttere allowed to retain 
their liquors and re1nain at their ho1nes. The twenty 
dollars ,vas e,1 ually diYide<l. an1ong the po~se., ·each recei v
ing *l .:!5 for his <lay· g work and all returned to their 
ho1nes. 

Ou the ltJth of Septen1bcr, 1855, Joanna Duncan, 
daughter of ,villia1n Duncan, ,vas born.· ~he was proba:.. 
bly the first white child born in the couuty. On the ~Uth 
of ~eptcn1bcr .. John Bunn, son ·.of J. · .K. . .Du11H was burn. 



Iu Cktol;e1· of the ~n1uc Year a son ,vas horn to ,John . . . 

liorse, u11tlcr circun1:-;t,u1ccs · so peculiar that they deserve 
a recor!i iu these ~ket<.;hes. The· preceding )larch lie hatl 
1novcd hi:-; fit1niiy fron.1. ~~t. Joseph to a ela i1n on 1r olr. 
'l'•JO pour to o\rn a tcatu, he had hired on~ to bring hin~
:-;elC \\.·ife a.ud four little . uuc8 to the first ho1nc he coulll . 
c\·er call hi~ O\VH. In a grove on '\Y-olf Cre·ek~ e~st of 
I{ohiu_~on .. he .:;et up · housekeeping-hi.:; total earthly store 
l."onsi~t.i!1g- of one <}Hilt, a :-;kilict, . a harrel and a gun. Il c 
~O!.lll in1ilt a rude cal.in uut or rail-cut~ and small po1c~, 
UHl ~iug it 1 :) feet ~' 11.tare and eoyering it ,\·ith ··shak~s ·, 
rifted fnnu the sturdy oaks; )lor::-c i., represented as all 

inoir<Jll~h·e .. kind-hearted llUl,11,. out far· 1nore iu~lincd tu , . .. . ' 

ro,·e an<l hunt thait to :::cttle <lowu to the hard toil nece::;-
~arv· to 1ual-.:e a. i1L>1ae in the ,vilJs. "\fhilc he wa~ a,rav on •. 
one of hi~ hunting cxcur~ious, his \.\·ifc ,n1s coufinc<l. 

'- . 

C~iilSCiUU~ tha.t the t in1e wa;:; fit~t approaching in \Vhich 
ano:J1c_r inuuortal 8otJl woultl be ushere<l into existc11<:e, 

she se11t the (;hild reu Jo the \V(>o<ls to gather wild gn.1.pc~, 
aud h;.istily a1-ruug·!11g her rtulc .anJ ~t:a.ntr coue h, wa:3 
deli\·erecl of a liealt hv ~ iiYiug chil<l. ,rith no fricrulh· 

.J '-- . • . .. 

hand to rendet· her the sli!!:htest assi:;;tance~ she cared for '- . . 

hertielf .. and ,,·hen the children returned fi·o1u the ,vood:-; . . 

· sht! pre:;;entcll thent with a little brother anu 1\·e11t on \\"ith 
her i1sual hou~L·bol,l Jutic~. 

{n 18~">ti~ the troubled~ cx<.;ite<1 stute uf oolitic;al affa;r~ 
• • , • ,A, 

l ,!~evcutetl a.in- large in1111i!.!.Tati•JH to the Tcrritorv. . rrhc - ~ ~ ~ 

bord4.~r countit?S wei-c controll~tl hr · orgc"tuiicd bands of 
l)ordcr ruffiau~, ,vho would suffer 110 out~nokeu fi:ee-;:5tate 

. . L . 

1uan to ren1ain in the Territorv ; to such the ver\~ decisive 
~ . . 

alternative ,\·as :2.·i \·en-leave or <lie. The infrunou~ Rit:h-·-
a.rdson w~th his i JanJ. of. ,-;uttl;t<Rtt.s 1nade_ o.ccas.iuual raids 
on the eastern honlcr of the couutv., l'\.ce-1>ilH.! the :settler:; 

., <.., 

in a cou~tant :')tatc uf terror. )1au\· an old ::;cttlcr rcn1e1u-
e1 

her.; well th.c long antl weary nig-ht~ speut in the coi-11 

fields and ,roods when he tlared not 1·e111ai11 tu1dci· his roof . 
. :\.ll hall du~-~., aatl tht.: barkins..t uf the~e frtithful !!Ua.rdiau~ 

._. ' <..,... '--' 

at uitdit v.-a::; a. ~i!!·11al for the :-;ettler to tttke u11ccrc1no11iou~.: 
4,,. .. _ -
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ly to the brush, trusting that the scoundrels who ,vcre 
hunting his life '\\~ould ·11aYc 1nanlines~ cnolu.th to lea\-~~ 

~ ~ 

unhar1ntd his "-ifc and clear · ones. Fortunatch~ for the 
~ 

good na1nc of Browll couutv.. there ,vere no 8eriou~ out-
~ ~· 
breaks w·ithin its borders. The hone::;t, sober, industrious 
citizens ot both sides did all in their power to pre8cn~c the 
peace c1.nd prcYent any Yiolation of the hiw and the ~indii
est feelings existed bet\vccn ·neighbors who were direetly 
oppo:;ed to each other politically. 

It has not been possihle to get a full list of the ~ettiers 
of 18515 .. but a1uoug thcn1 ,vcre :E. H. Xile~, 8a1n'l aud 
rrank )Iyers, \\ ... m. Leper~ Chas. Sruith, . "\Yheeler. 
Ne,~ton Barnes and his hr-other, Stephen Pilot~ Caleb 
)Ia gill~ Jonathan ~cott, ,Y. ~- fiilI, ~i1ncon \Vilkin~o11, 
Isaac Perkins, Le,\is C. Du1iu, .John ~clunidt, D. Jlr.Far
lancl, "\\-111. Gardner. l)avid Peehlc~: \Yiu. }fe Bride, .Jp}111 

)lcGuire~ JL C. "'\Yillis. C. Goif and -- Gotr~ ,, ... 1n. a11d 
Jarnes RoBs, Dr. Xesbit, .Jahn 1-I. 1Iaxwell. 

In the sunnner ancl fall of 185t5 sc,·t\ral of the aiterwa"t-cis 
pro1ninent tcrwn ~ites ,vere located. Car~on was laid oilt 

Irv ]). ~IcFarland a1Hl others. I>aJonia. Ph·1uout h and 
W I • • 

Lexington were selectetl hv Gen. · .J. fl. Lane. and hi:-; 
\...,, ... . 

associates. Lane had about fort,~ 1nen with hi1n all well 
• r 

ar1ned with Sharps rifles and reYol\"ers. 1,hcy also had a 
sn1all piece of arHllery, which they buried on Poney Cree~ 
·,fhen they left the Territo!:}" at a later day. Repeated l,ut 
unsucceBsful efl,n-ts were 111adc a few years afterward:-, to 
find this cannon and fro111 later deYclop1nent~ it :;c·c1u:-; 

prohablc that it \\·as :-;ecretly ren10Yed by 1r!c1ube-rs of the 
company ,vho ha.<l a:--.:::isted in burying it. At Ply1nouth r111..le 
.brea~t\'iorks \\-ere throw·n up for pt·otet;tion in case or ,~t
tac·k, ~-ud· at ·Le.xington a ~nuall fort of hc,v-11 lo!!"~ \vas erect-~- '-' 

ed. l{u1nors or ad vancin!! furcc~ of bonlc1· ruffians ,vere in ..... 
frequent circulation· and the settlers as ,veli as Lane auu 
his con1mantl were in a constant :-;tate of cxt:ite1nent. 

Cla~rtouvBle was laid off in the fall of 1856 i.Jv Geo. E. 
w . • -

Clavton an<l others . ., 

John Selu11idt- that i·cn.r built a sa,,- 1nill on the \Valuut, 



·>·• ...... , 
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ll~ar Padonia. u111.l a ~nl>:-;tautial dani Wa!'; crcct~d: hut all 
Ycsti.~re of 111iil a11tl d<11n ha:5 long sint=e tli~appearetl. T'he 
l?r:-;t- ~t11,Jol e,·er tautd1t iu the couHt\· wa:-; ia 18.;ti .. Tl1e 

~ . . 

~chool h:ui~e \Ya~ a ~utall log <.:a.bin, which then !Stood on 
fanu vf .John Krev. and the teaehe1· was ~a.n1nel C. - ) . 

:-=hiehl~. E:-;<1·· now an ho11oreti <.;itizen of 11ighland. Thi:-; 
cabin wus l,nilt in lS.;;> and wa:-; al~o nse(1 a~ a churl'ii. 
ltcli:.duus ~en·ice::; were he1,l in it ~oou afrcr it \,·as huilt. ~- . 

In l~-)--;, ne\·. Jft" ... \ll~pau.~h .. of the JI. E. Chnrch~ held 
rel ii.!iuu~ sen·ic:c~ in tl1e u-ron~ near John nel ~ \., hon:-;c. 

I - , ,I 

rrhe ~ettlcl's CillllC in ox wa;.p>n~ and i~ut three \\'Ulllell 

were pre~e11 t 111 the t·on.!.::regat;un. These ,n:i-e \\·itlwnt 

_.1nc~tion the fir:"t religion~ :;e1Titc:-; e\·er held l:y white 1uc11. 

in the cottnh· . ., 

i 11 the fall qf 1K,"iti. a 1..:01u11~11\· of C. ~- tr,.>01>~ were :-;e11t 
~ ~ 

into the l!ortlnn:stern part of tl1c l',.,u11ty for the preteucled 
purpo~c of protecti11g the :-5t.!ttlers at tlw eie<.;tiou:--. .\:-; 
1herc was not ,he slighU.·~t ren:-:-on to aati<.:Ip~:·e a11y 

t n>Hblc there and as ~eriuus tn,uhle~ tEtl exi:--;t. in the bor
der connt i<!.-;. au d fn~e-:4u te 1uc11 Wl:i_·c 1uit a llu\\·ed to n.>tc, 
it sc'-.~n1s c-crtai1·1 that the tr,J'Yi.::-; \\·ere desi!.!:11edh· :--ellt lwre 

l - ~- • 

whcr•.! ·they conld not po~s.iLily lJe of auy :-;e1Tice~ to be olit 
of the \,·:n· of tlw ul,li~iiu.t }Ls:-;ouriu11s ·\\·ho lJI"Ui><>.:-;ed t,J do . '- ..__ 

the Yutill:! fpr K.an~a:-;. ..1 few 111ilcs in ath·ance oft he . , 
t rw,µ:. wa:-; .Johu Brow u ~ Iii:-; 1 wu :')011:-;, Hcd path and 011e ut· 
twu other~ on their w,n- ea~t bv Xcbrasl-,a Cih· and Iowa . ., . ., 

])urin~ the d;_iy a suspicious hJokillg :-;ti-auger joined their 
party a11tl ti-aYL"Iled \rith 1betn a fc\\- 1nilc~. \\"heu ~Iiey 
c-ro:-:sed I'one \·, Cree:~, .Jolin Bnnn1, ,rho \\"H s :-;n .·:e l"i 11 ~ ., ~ 

tron1 1nalari:1.l re\·cr. cu11clndcd t(J !)t<>-p with Jlurgan \rdlet. 
wl1n1n he \\·ell k11ew to lie a:-; ,rue a~ ~tecl, a11cl tlic rc:-;t ()r 
the pat'ty traYeileu on. ..-\Jter tnn·cili11g a n1il.e or t\r<>, 
the srrallger 1uade so1!1C e.x_eu:;c and le1t the p.,rty. 
Brow11 · s :-;ou~ we1 e at unec sn~pi<.:ion:; :n1d a~ ~oon a~ 

11i,!.d1t set. iu ,,·eut bac:k and !!ot tl1c:ii- father and hurried on - ·-
their jouruey ..... \..lJout 1nid11ight Yf.illctfs hou;-:;c wa.-; ::-;ur-
roundctl hy t roopS" who de1n:1ndcd that .. J<Jhn Bruwn l:c 
g·iseu up tu tlie1n ; but the hird h~v l l1o\\·u aud ,r:t:-; thl'u 



sate in ~ehra:,;:.a. l-1'11rtuua.tely ~ too. fr,r :-::01ue c)f t lio;--e 
soldier~~ for tl1t~ ;_;;l.llau r old hero wa~ prerm red to sell hi:-
life dearly.. f<Jl' he h~, l fi_,rty shot~, all rcarl ,. . In the 

wes!crn part _of the county .. runnin~ 11orth anrl ~outh. wa~ 
a roa<l n1nch tra,·e!letl h,· frre-~tatc- n1eTi and ~ now11 n, n Il 
as Ji1u Lane·~ ro~11l. ,\-lieu it wa$ i1npussihh· for n 1tord1-

ern n1au to tra-'n."'l undi~turhcd thron~.d1 )-fis~ouri. hundreds ~--
and thoti.;;antl:-- ea1ue into the 'l'erritorv n11d left it on!r thi;-; -
road. Bruwn k11e\,- this road well a11tl oftr•1t tra Yelled it. 
He estahli~hed 011 it illl "''tllltlcr gronnd rui\rp,lfr' "·ith rr..::
qu~nt sh1tion~. kept hy true Hlld trustccl n,,_•11. who lo\·1.·d 
liberty hettPr than lift> and who ~ynq,athizecl 1110:4 hea1·rily 
with the poor ~laxe~. The Ii ne extended frotu L(1 wn•11~c 
and Topc:-:a to X ebra~kn City. a.nd thent."e l•a~twH r<l. ~Ir. 
~1nith. ~-ho liYcd ca~t of (h·e11:1da, kept a ~tati<.>ll iu thi~ 
co~tnty. l'he·:-.e st,yppinµ.- place~ were fn,111 l , to _o r11ill'~ 
aparL (h\pcn(1in~~ of eonr~e. upon findi11g- ntt·n wh11 conitl 
he trusted. Geo. G rnh~1 ai., nftcr\\·ards se1ia tor fro tu th i:-
d.istrict aiul ~tate l'rca~urcr, \,·as ag-ent at .:\lbany aud did 
11 1)l)lc :--er,·i<:c in th~-- !food ean:-ie. In 1x:~!1 thev heeauH· 

~ -
suspicious of son1e a~ents in Xchra:;\-:a .• incl to µuard 
against po~~ible ·1c,_ihn·e~ :-;t~nt gtdcles fron1 .Al lm11 \
th1·ouzh t,J Io\,a. ,,-_ B. ~1(·,s~ou. now a rc~idcnt or .:--:a-

·- C 

betha. and .John L. Graha1n, a gallant :::.Pl.lier \,·ho ;tltcr-
ward~ fell while lea.din~ his con1na11,· at the lmttlc 11f 

c... • .1 • 

qhicaniauga" nwd~ ~e\·eral trip:-; i11 dm.rg:c of 1)1csP fng-i-
ti\-C5. IJ11ndred:-; of poor fugitives pa:--~cd o\·er this lint.· 

·were liii.lly fed and «·ared for until they had ~afely pa:--~etl 
he,·ontl the reach or the :--ht,·t•holc.ler·s la::-h. I 11 1H.,~, .John -
Brown coudueted his la~t train o,·er thi=-- road. He had 
1:; sln.Yes-~o ~OT ~L.:\YE:--: THE~, thank Goc.l-fuiitivc8 with 
l1in1, and when south _()r Ilolton a ntl het\\·cen that ph1ee 
and 'I'opeka, he was sut-rounded hy a l,and of Lorder 
ruffians. Brave uhl .John Ritchie ca1nc up f1·otn TopeLa 
,vith ~j:) n1en, released hi1u tro111 his danger an<l escorted 
l1in1 through to .. -llhau v. ~eYeral- of h~~ eon1radcs on that 
trip ,•.-ere with hizu., after,,:-ards at Harper's ~,crry and 
sufferct..l ldth their uol► lc leader. [11 · ~ o,·e1uhcr~ -1~.-te' ~ 



------------------- -----------
13ro:wn wa.s detained on J>ouey Creek by a severe storm 
and for seYeral da·n, ·was kindlv cared for by Jonathan .; ., . 
Scott and fa1uih... There is no doubt the staunch free-

~ -

state ele1neut of Brown countv· had 1nuch to do in mould-., 

ing the sentitnents ot our State. _ 
Fe,\r persons ,vho ha"·e -not experienced the hardships 

and depri·n1.tions of a sett1en1ent in a new· country can at 
all realize what they are. 1,he settlers of "1854 were frorn 
fc.1rty to fifty n1iles fro1n auy point where they could oh
tain suµplics. The city of St. Josepl1 ,vas their nearest 
trading point and to that city they "'"ent for their mails 
also. They hall but scanty supplie8 to start with ; for 
without exception they ·were poor-. rich n1en are selclo1n 
found among pioneers. l\yith but little 1neans to replen
ish their scanty stock w·hen exhausted, they struggled on 
enduring hardships and privations utterly unknown to you 
110\L The nearest neighbor often 1niles away ; no physi
cian within a day's ride, they ,vere forced to care for 
the1n:-;eh·es as hcst the\~ could. One little incident illus-., 

trates n1ost strikingly the inconvenience of being_ so 
re1note fr1)1n larger settlements. . A. gentlernan and his 
8on, felliug tree::;.. one frosty morning in the winter of 
1855--515, to fence their farm.. had the n1isfortune · to 
ln·eak their axes .. Before the.? could resu111e their ,vork 
they ,,·ere co1npelled to go to ~t. l oseph, fifty 1uiles a·way, 
w·ith an ox t-cam . to get new axes. In 18;~>H a trading 
i•oint was Luilt up at Iowa Point and for two or three 
years supplies for the ,\ .. hole county ,verc plu-clw.sed there . 
... .\.11 old settlers will re1ue1nbcr, very kindly, ,v. I>. Heeler, 
and R. ::\I. and C. )I. "\\-illia111s, who sold thousaucls of dol
lars \\ .. ort h of uood~ to be lJrOUt!.-11 t into this count\... The 

~ ~ ~ 

spriug of}(');~, opened with far urightcr prospects for the 
uew 'rerritoi-y. Peace v;a~~ in a great 1neasure, restored. 
The free-state clen1e11t_ hutl steadily increased, notwith
staud ing the dctern1incd effort to .establish _slavery on its 
:soil. The troubles of the preceding tw·o years had a<l ver
ti::;ed Kansas all oYer the couutr\- and a laro-e· innnicrra-_, 0 0 

tioa ,,-as the natural result. .At this tirnc there ,vere few· 



----· - - ------ - --- --
hou~e~ in the countr that could hv a11v ~-tretch of the 

•' .. . .. 
iiua-ti·ination he called co1ufortalile. 

C There "~ere hardly 
1nore tha11 a hundred ian1ilics in tl 1c countY. a1Hl the:::;e - ~ 

oc~upicd s1nall cabins built, alino~t without exception• 
tH·ar the tin1hcr that skirts the strenn1s. · Few of the~e 
ln1ilding:-; lHul n1ore than one roo1n. The 11ev.- co1uers ..__. 

·receh-ed a hearty_ welcon1e and were 1nust hospital,ly 
treated, l;,ut the acconuno<lations wc~·e hut scanty at the 
hesL Early in that spring quite n col 1)11y ca1ne fro111 
·1faine. a111011g the1u \V. G. ~argent, Xoah Hanson~ G('orge 
Ro$S~ ~1un11cr Shaw .. --- I>eering-, J. G. Lca\·itt. l._ P. 
\Yinslo\\~ and the \\Titer. On \Valnnt Creek n1a11y of tlie 
new settlers- fouud ho1nes "-ith E. H. X iles while they 
·were erectiuri: hou~e~ for then1:•wlYes. lli~ . ho11:--e cull-._ 

sisted · of two s1nall log ca bi us about twelve b\· fourteen ·- . ., 

feet standing al,out ten feet apart and eonnccted uy a roof. 
in 01H: of these cabins there was a low attic. )Ir. Xiles~ 
fatnily consisted of hi1n~elf, "·iJe an<l six childre11~ anu yet 
for \\·eeks he had thirteen boarders. n1akinrr in all twP1tt,· . \. . .. 
one person~ ·who found lodging in that sn1a.ll house. Few .__ '-

of those .·w·ho enjoyed the ho~pitality- of ~Ir. and .Mr::-• 
.Kile~ ,,-ill ever fon.?:et the rnanv little aet~ of kincl1tess so 

~~ . 
acceptable to the stranger in a strange land. Both l\a.Ye 
since crosgcd the thtrk valley. ' 

Another farnily, notecl fiH· its hospitality to those ,,ho 
were ~eeking hon1es~ "·as that of ,Juhu Doe, a noble, 
generous hearted l~cntuckian, who lived near the 1nuuth 
of ~fulherry Creek. !Ii:;; l1ousc \vas built o( logs and wa~ 
about sixteen feet square and contained one roun1. Yet 
,vith a fa1nily of se\·en, during all the spring and .sunuuer 
of lS;j, they 1,n>Yidcd. for quite a nutnuer of Loarde1·s. 
Pa<lon ia IIousc was another fa1nous uoa.rt1ing plaee. To 
provide sl_eeping roon1 bunks had l.>een buiit against one 
side of the cabin one above another.· One cou!d find 
representatives of all kinds of Rociety anu,ng the uew 
settlers. Men ,vho had occupied leading positions in 
society in the ea~t and who had n1et with pecmuary 



re\·er.:e$, $ought horne~ in the 11ew territory where thl~Y 
could conuuen_ee' aue,v ~u1-rtn1i1dcd by those equally 

_ unfortunate. La,rvers. w·ho had !!reat ideas of their 
-. ,al J • ~ 

ah_ility to 1nakc successlhl far1uers and who in their 
i1naginat-ions had counted their cattle upon a thousand 
hills~ "-ere often found a1uong then1. On the other ha11d 
eould he found the ·• poor ,\·hite " of the south Vrith hardly 
energy e1H..>ugh to hol<l the_ plow. r. t was_ a st.range 1nix
i11!!' of all <:la~sc~- an<l kinds. -Al1no~t e\·crr ~tate in the '~ ~ . 

Cuion wa~ reprcsente<l. .:-5on:1e of thc5c held vie\\--s that 
"·ould hardly be ncccptable iu their uatiYe states. For 
instance, the 1110!'\t bit.ter auti-~lavery 1na11 ,vas from South 
Carolina. The pro-~1:.-n·ery n1e11 hunted hiru dfY\Yn, 

threatening hi~ lite and offori11g a reward for his head. 
Xo langn,H!"e at his co11111taI1d was too bitter for hi1n tu 

'- '-

u~e- .\. fa,·orite expre~:,ion · of his with which he usually 
eloserl hi~ tirade~ was, ... D--n thr1n, tliey·ll .5up the 

eup of ~orrow ·with the spoon of repentance before they 

die~ H "\Yirh thdn:-;ands and thnu~un<l~ or then1 thi:5 was 
literally Yerified before the ·wa·r ~loscd. The cuz-~e 

returned and rc:-:;tetl upon their heads with a Yengeancc. 
Our ~outh Caruliuian ~tiil li--..-e~ .. as loYal as cnjr to rhe - . ' ~ 

cau~c ur fl"ecdo1n and 1·ejoice~ 1110:;t heartily oYCL' 1 he 
downfall of hi$ ene1nie:-;. Earlv in 18;'.j, religious 1ueetiri!!s 

.... ,_ 4..., 

wete held. the 11 erhodist~ lurring regular ser\·iee uear 

Ro1,in~on. Tlie,- also or!!anized a ehnrch at. the hou="c .. . '-

of ,\·111. Bel:~ 011 the fariu now owned liy l'etei· Pfeitri.~r. 

l1eY. )Ir. Towne, a Baptist ciergy1nan a11d 11ron1ine11t land_ 
~peculator'.' held se1Tiees at hous,"! of E. I-I. Xile~, that 

~µring, whi,~h were well attended, I,u.t aftct· tbe Iowa Trust 
sale the pla.t:es that. had kuowu hirn kue\V hi1n 110 1norc. 

'l'he Iowa T ndian Trust lands. I viug in Brown count\· 
• I ., \,_., -

and e111i,raci116 several thou:-;and acre~ of her choice~t 

laud~, \\·ere advertised to Le solu to the highest l.,idJer 
ua the -!th of .June. hv the ~ccrctarv of the Interior. , ol ., 



In 1nany cases lands brought n1ore than they could be 
sold. for no\\-. One· of the most a.stouishin.t! features of . . ...... 

this excite1ne11t" ·was the utter absence of cri111e, unle~~ 
g~mbling could be called a . cri1ne, and that ,vas noJ con
sidered so bv these 1ne11. 1,here ,\-ere no thefts-· -no n1an 

~ ' 

was murdered for his 111one\~ and vet n1e11 travelled all 
~ ., 

OYer the county, unarined, ·with thei1· pockets filled ,vith 
gol<l. 

,vhile this ·was going on nu the Trust .land.~, sturdy 1ue11 
who wanted ho1nes for the1nsel'res arid their families ·were 
quietly taking up the G0Yern1nent lands and at the clo::;c of 
the vear nearly- all the chofo-e lands of the countv had been . . -
selected. ...-\Jter the sale of tl1e Trust lands on the 4th of 
June, the most of those ,Yho had held these lands left 
them, the rude shanties were quickly re1noved 
and that section of the couuty w·as owned largely by 
wealthy speculators. It v;ould be useless to atte1npt to 
enumerate the settler8 of 1 ~;S,. The imn1igration of that 
year was probably the largest of any year., thnHgh it ,vas 
by no 1neans permanent. II undreds left as soon as they 
had perfected title to their lands vrithout 1u~king any real 
i1npro~e1nents. Two settlers of that year, . how·ever, de
ser,-e a passing notice-Hon. S. A.. Kingn1an, e!ed ed a. 
1nernber of Supre1ne Court fron1 this conrrty an<l who is lHH\

the honored Chief Justice of the State; an<l Hon. ,v. "\\ .. 
Guthrie. who ,vas afterwards elected A..ttorncv G·encral of . ~ 

the State. These 1nen labored earuestly · to advance the 
1naterial h1teresb~ of the county a.nd for the1u the people of 
_the county ,rili ever have a ,vann place in their hearts. 
Tht1.t spring many town ~ites were laid otr and n1a11y men 
got im1nensely rich prospecti\·ely selli11g town lots. Ilia-. 
watha, Harnlin, I>uwhattan, I~obin.,on, ~keenona, IJenohu 
and others were located lJy 1ne11 ,vho felt confident that ., 

thriving little villages at least could. be built up in a short 
time. . At Harnlin, on the fann now· owned hy A. l\l. .A..1-
drich, a stea1n saw n1ill was erected by Ross & .l\Iorrill; 
'fhis 1nill burned to the ground. on the .Bd of .1pril, l~t)8, 
rebuilt ~ 1niles south at jun<.;tion "\V alnut _& )1ulberry creel,s. 



----·--------· . -
Hnri,u.r that ~11111nie r re! . .!:H tar n~li~iou:-. ~ervice~ were hel<l . . ,_ ._ 

in the wrn)ds nn E. fl. Xilc~ fa1nn and a ~ah! ,a1 h ~ch'>ol 
was· organized with llaYi<l Pechl~:,; a~ ~upt. . This wa~ 
,dthout. douht the fir~t ~ahhath :-;chool in the <.:ounty. 
A school hoit~e W,l~ built at nooiu~ou and the following 
vear n~,-irl n-uard. a hoosier ~ebool nia~ter, tan~:ht iu it. - ' ' ~ 

On the -1-th of .Juh-, JR~)-;, the day wa:-; duh· celebrated . . ~ . 
for the fir~t ti1nc iu the county l1y a. public gatheri11µ.- iu 
the wood:-- 011 th~ fann nf .John Pu~ un )Iulhe.i-r,\· Cree\. 
\Y. C. Foster pre~ide{l, Pan ·1 ~IcFa.rland deliYeretl the 
ot·at ioH c.i.lt d :\. H <n1~on read the toa~t~. ,Y. G. ~ar!!ell t ·-
H 1Hl othe1·." nw,k· spceche~. :-,!01ue two or three -hundred 
people \\"CJ"e in a.ttenc.lnnce. 'fhe settlers iu the ~uu1111er 

·of 18->7 felt ~oreh- the need of s0111e 1nail fi:1cilitie~ and 011 . 
\r ah1nt Cret-k th('y 111a«l_e a contra Lt with Philip ,Yeis~ tfJ 

1na\c :1 wet•kly trip to Iowa Point~ the 11eare~t pu:-;t office. 
~---, n1iles a,\·av. and -hriu~ their 1nail 111attcr. .\ li:;t or ., ,_ 

11aa1e~ wa:-- furnished hinl and a reque:::;t 1natll' upon the 
po~t 1na~ter <1t Iowa Point to deliver lct·cr~ to hin1. 'rhi~ 
,va=" prohahly 1 he first 1aa il route in the couuty an<l was 
purely a priYate eutei-pri~e. .For this ser,·ic'.! )Ir. \r ei~s 
rct.:t~h·cd fron1 the ~ctt 1er~ --:-~ for each trip. fic cu1uhined 
with it a pa:--senµ:er, fi·eight a.nJ cxprc:-;s line~ doi11g a II 
with one pair of. hor~e:-; aa<l a hnnber wagon.. At this 
tiaie ft•w {1f the settler~ owned hon:.c~-uearlv all of the 

w 

t~1rn1 wor~~ alld traxclling, e\·en, being do11e with oxc,,. 
Cnder au act of 18.->--,, a. n1ail route luul been c:-;hil>li:-;hcd 
frou1 ~t .• Joseph via H ighlanu to )farysYillc,° K.au~a~ .. l.,nt 
scrvit."c was uot put on this_ route nntil 18.);--;;. ..\.ugu~t ~., 
1 ~~,, .. the fir:.t po.~.t offit:e· wa~ e:-;taLli:.;he<l in the county a u<l 
f}t·org-e E. Clayton \\·as appointed postina:5ter. .\. li:-;t of 
all t lie po~t offices that have ever 1,een estaLli~hctl in the 
county, with •late arnl nan1c of post1ua~ter i~ herewith 

. 
g1,·c11. 

Glayton\"ille, .\ng. 8, 18,>7, 
11ouut Roy, ~ept. ~, ::857., 
I>adonin, October :.:o, 18.:37, 
llan1l111, l>ece1nhe1· !>, lttj7, 

Gc0rge E. Clayt 011. 

Shelton Dutt 
01Tille Hoot. 

Edward IL :\ilc~.· 



Carson., Decen1lier fl. 18;>7 .. 
Poncy· Creek, June ~1, 1858, 

[Discontinued ~epte1n!>er 1 !.l .. l ~•n .] 
Robinson, .J uue ;~O .. 1 S.)8. 
I {. +. J I 1 ·) 1 • - '-· . lUWH,lln ... u ,. :: . . s .. <~. . . 
rl, I ' 'l r 1 )_.'\ 1 ~ • • 1 \" er s~ _uarc 1 :..-). , n-1- .. 

w . . 

Lnun<.la ... .... "· 
[ Hi8continuetl )Iar~h :.:r 1., 1 ~ 71. 1 

Pa.ii··dcw. )larch :23 .. lRi.i~)., , . 

Buneonib~ )lay:.:. l~(j .. J. 

)Ia.reellu:-.-; L. ~<1wi11. 

)l(,rtra n \Vi Hett. ,., 

~an1"i -,r. \Yade. 
ff a!·h,·in R. Ptitto11 . 

,r ohn ~- ~J\·ler-. . 
f}ilcs l'hipn1a11. 

Orlando Fountain. ,r ltl. B. I) ic!, i llSOll. 

[Xa1ne t"l1a11µ.-ecl to ~t. Pnn1<:is Xo,·. :.:~~ 1871:- and di:-;c.:un
tinuct.l XoY.·11. 1~71.l 

J 

(!i-anll Prairie., .July :ti. 1870, 
3la.ra:~ . .Au~·ust ~ .. 187\: .. 

. <. ✓ 

)lorrilL 1)eec1nhei· l--L lX,tl~ 
)Iannrillc., ,Jtt111ta1T ~,. 1871. . . 

Josiah C. Tho1ua~. 
Franz )Iurak. 

:"°'ol. IL )t \·er~. 
'fhotua:-- )Ianu. 
Bcuj_. )I. !Ia le. 

D11ri11g thr~ ~u1nn1c-r of 18,>, the first house was built in 
1-Iia wa tl1a. It was a fr,! n1e huildin!! a11< l :-;tood on t lH" ,_ 

ground now occupied l1y the· Bank. 1'.he fir;:-.r occupant of 
the ho118c was ~eth Barnn1n w·l10 kept a hotel in it fo1· 

RCYeral 111011 t hs. A .. J. ~ellcg then . oe<~11 pi:~d it fl>r hot el 
.purpo~e~ until the presc11t f-Iiawatha Hun~c wn:,; c.:011q,leted 
in ]f,;.)ft. The first. tcnu of the district eoni·t was l1eld in 
the oh.l hot Al hni1di11~ in 18~j8.. '-Tud!.::e Petjt. now one of .... ~ "-· , 

the jndµ.-e~ or f h~ RHpr~lllC · court of f 11di<111<1·.. heiug 1 he 
pres id iug- J u<lg:r. 1'h~ e lerk had lost sonic or tlw paper:--, 
a11d the ~fufh~:e. thoronu:hlv (.li~g-u~.ted with the eourt hrn1st• .. 

c_,.. , • , (._ 

refuse1l to ti-v anv ca~P~ and ndjo1n-nc<l the c:ourt until 
w ~ ' 

the next tern1. The ln1ildi11µ- has lonf! :-;i11c~ heell torn 
do,,·n. 1,he :-:;cco1Hl building in Hiawatha is the one 110w 

oecupit~d by E. ,\.. Bntt E~q ., :1s a re~idcncc. It ~toU<.l 

upon 1hc lot no\,· occupied hy the po~t. offit=e buikling· autl· 
was u~cd for a ::;tore Ii\· IL R. Dnrtr)ll and B. L. l{ider. . ~ 

The,,. sold out in 1 S."is to \r. B. Harnett~ the :;tock of 
w . 

t?.·oods in ,·(;ici n!! a 1 ,out ~, ~>- This wa:-:i not the first ;;.-;t,.}rc 
~ ·~ 
in the county, howc\·er~ as )I. L. 
upcnctl a :5Hlall ~h>rc early in 185, 

~a win 
where 



. :a 

the C<trsun sehool h{,nsc now stauds. 'rhc third building in 
the tcnvn was the ouc now· oc<:uvicd by ){n;. E . . J. Cha1u..:e. 
rrhi~ \\"aS fur SOlllC ti1ne u~cd for Prul.iate J Ullgc·s ofiicl~ 
and in it he held Probate i_;ourt. 1,he next season quite a 
utunher of Luil<liug~ \\·ere crcetetl. Iu .August~ 1837 ~ the 
free-~ta.te in.en hcitl :.t couYeutiou at J>run11no11d' ~ ~roYe .._ 

on ra.nn now o"vued li,r Cul. Bierer to <li~cuss political 
topics and to <lecitle \\·hat cour~c to pur::5UC in the coining 
elections. The fr Je-statc n1c11 of the territory. r~pnuiatin~ ., , .._ 

the hog-ns pro-.--la,\"ery leg-i::dature.s, elected by the people of 
)Iis~ouri had urgaaized a ~o\·cr111nent for thentst?h·e::; 

l.. 1,.. . 

under the ··Topd~a. Con:4itutiou ~, a.nd had ~teadily refu~c,i 

to ta\:c pc1rt in a.ny territori'"1l elel:tiou. ..:\..t this co1rreu
tion, ho\ve,·er. the free-$bltc 111e11 or Bro\n1e county decid
ed to eleet ,.tffit."cr~ u1nler the To1,cka Cunstitution in order . .. 
to ll<~ jn nceord ,Yith their party throughout the State 
and at the gurnc ti1ne tlie\· cla.in1ed it to be the ·ri~ht of 

w ~-

e\·err free-~ta.te 1na1t to ,·ote at the tcrritori~tl election~ in 
order t,) ·wrc~t. the reins of go,·cru1neut fro 1u the u1inorih· 

·- w 

pa rtr \dH1 ha<l ~o outrage(! all sense of ju~tice Lr their 
t:onduct. The result was that 1 ra 1L ~1nith a1nl \Y. \r. 
G·11thric \\·ere elected under the 'l'opel~a Co11~titution and 
at th~ ensuiu~ ter.ritorial election the free-state 111en en-.._, 

!!:.urc<l heartil \" i,t the can n.t:--s with the result he fore statclL 
<... ...... •• 

ln ~epte1uher the free-~tate 1ueu held a conYc11tiou to 
110111i11ctte c~1.ndidates fot· the offi~e~ to he filled at the terri
torial election. Thou~:h UlaYtou,·ille ·was at that.. ti1ne t1,c 

'-' •. 
eotllti\" ~cat, the eon,:euti()n wa~ called to 1neet at lliawa-. . 

tha.. T'here \\·ere bat t\\"o buildiu~-~ on the to\\·n ~itc and 
'-· 

un other:-; \.vithin 1uiles of the place. Xeither of the~e 
ln1ilding:-,; WP.re lnrge enough to hold the c.:011n.:11tion~ :-;o 
they held their· se:-;sioa ou the oµcu prairie near ·where the 
J)i~parch offiee no\\~ stands, u~ing a hunbcr wagon for a, 

tipe<t: .. ers' staurl. Hon. '\\'". G. ~~argent ,ra:-; 11on1i1w,tcd for 
Proilatc .Jutl~-,~, v;hieh was the 111o~t i111porta11t uifice to be 
filled. Jacob E11t!lehart and . .:\. B . ..:.\1H.lcr~on for conuni~-

'-

s1uner~. F. 0. Sa\\·iu for ~hcriff and )Io:;cs P. I>ro<.;tor for 
.A:-. has been before stated, all "'·ere elected. 



In the early su1n1ner of this year, a part}· on \Ynlnut 
Creek v,as tried for theft~· nu·d as this wa:-; the !ir~t ti·inl for 
a eri1nc of this charaeter. it desei-\·es a p:18~dng uoti<·e. 
Two You11Q: 1nen. ~1nith and Elder, fron1 )fni:nc \\-ere carrv-., '- , . . 
in!! 011 the fann o\n1ed 1l\'" :Xoah Ilnnson~ \Vhile the,-'""' .. . 
·were iu the field one <h1.y a pistol and ~t "·u.tch ,verc ~tole_n 
fron1 the . c:ai llll. j_ w<irthlr;:;=' fello,\·· iuuucd 'i)irpin wa~ 
su~p·ect:ed~ and on being- a_tTC:-,tcd~ the :,to1en p:·upe1·ty wa=s. 

· found on hi~ persnH. l:f c w~1s taken ·hcft>i·c: -r-:~!J. Fo~tc-r fu~
trial; hut JHJ (.;Op .. : of the ~tah-1tc~ could he found alld l\fr . . .. 
Poster "l:c1T ~en~i!Jh· decide<.l that he could not t n· tin~ ... ... .. 
prisone~- withont •· ln·\\. /'· and the tria.l \Yas co11~(•q11c11tly 
p.ostp,)nf•d. ri~he ~ettl<.:1·s "·e~·e not ~t1ti~ficd with thi:-; 1urd_v 
adn1inistration of justiee~ ~o a court- ,n.1~ speedily; org·:1u
izcd at ~a\,-in\; store an,l \Y. ,r. Outhric wa~ c11o~en 
Judge. The fello,\· ,\·a:-- tri(•d.. c:mrrictcd ,ind ~e11tcnced to 

\..; 

pay a fin,~ uf fi\-i.' <.1ollar~ aud t:vst:-; nncl it ,n~:-- c)t·dei.'e(l that 
he srnnd to1n1nitted· until the fi1H_~ \\·as pa id. Bat there 
"c--as no place in· whieh to confine hin1 a1!d it \\'""a~ accord
i1Hdv arrnni!.·cd that lie i,e allowed to wor\: out the fine nnd 

'-' ., l_ 

cost~ at 7;1 1.•cut~ per day; and he ,\·as turned o\-Ct' tn )Ir. 
Sn1it h~ to \\. hCJill the 1;1·opcrty l H.: lo11gl\d. · ~n1 it h 1mt hint 
at ,·rod.:: hoc1 I Ht eor·u : hut durir1~ the ::;e~t>Hd chn· !l ~·ood • .. .,, , ~ .. , . 

oppoi-tnnity c.>Hi:.,ring he ran a~r"iy and tl1c 1iue :--;till re 1uai11~ 
unpaid. · · 

· The a~s~c:--~n1ent roll of 18;j7 ~ · as rctuni<~<l 1,y .Tu:'\eph 
Bro·wn. a:--~e;;~or, is <iuitc a ciiriositr a11d :--:l1ow:-- that on 

, L ~ 

the 1st of ~larch of t]rn.t ,·ear there ,ra;-; the foliowing 
v V 

property in the cou11ty: 
-l ~laxes Yal netl at 

136 IIorscs & 111nh~s Yalucd at 
li8-l Cattle .; ,~ 

1 Pleu$1u·e Carria!.!'C .. , ·~ 
- f '],. 1>• 
;_>4 llllC ICce~ 

)Ioncy 
Bo11ds &; Xote~ 

~ ] ,-±(/!) 

lOJhJ~; 
l~j~85:i 

. 1 :') 

., - . I( I 
"'..>,~)IJ. 

~,415 
The tutal taxu.I,lc property of c,cry 

description that y e a r a. 111 u u 11 t e t! t o 



~:-t..;,n,8" ,\-hile the ,·d1(1lc nun1her of tax payers w-as 13u: 
.A.t·thc election held un the Gth of OctoLcr, 18;57 .. and in 
,diich the frce-stc1tc n1en participated, three connuissiouers 
,n~re to he chosen to locate a pcr1naneut county scat. . [. 
P. ,Yiuslow·, Isaa~ Cha:-;e anu I. B. Hoo,·cr were elected . 
... .\.1uong the 1na.11Y town ~ites that had been lucatc<l during 

~ . . ~ 

th-B sununer there were 1na11v contestant~ for the honor. . .,; 

These cununissionen; n1et on the 11th of I)ecen1hcr~ ontan-. w 

izcd their boai·d and took oue ballot-the result sho,v-ing 
one ,·otc ca.ch for Hiawatha, Car~on and Padonia. ~rhc 
next day the hua.ru vi~itc<l the tovn1 site::; of Carson, Ha1n
liu. Padonia and IIiawath~ an<l c:x:a111ined the proposals 
n1adc by the diffl!tent co1npauic.3 tf~ .donate property or 
n1011ey to the county in consideration of recei,·iug the 
county_ :--eat. P,tdoniR offered· to donate a ~qu~re of 
~ro_und a.nd a three thousand dnllars court house; I!iawa....: 
tlia ~oif P.r~d a hnildiiur ~o bv EO feet for a court house anu ... .. ~ 

CYery alterna.te lot on the town site. Carson offered one-
hn.l f of the lots and fifteen hundi·ed doll~rs in building 1na
terial and labor. _\_ scc.;ond L~Hot \\'as then taken and rc
:-;ulted as hefore. -l third haliut showed two \'"Otes for 
Carson Rnd 011c for Padonia. ...:-\.. fourth ballot wa:-- unani-
1nous fut C'arson and the county scat ,vas ~rccordingly re-
1n0Ycd fro1n ClaytoH\·ille to Carson; But it was not tu rc
n1ain there long. _\..t the session of the legi::;1ature the ful
kn~·ing January an act wa~ pa$ed authorizing an election 
to he hel,J . .:\..pril .j suhruittj11g to a Yotc of the 11eoplc the 
q ne:-;tiou of the location of the county seat. 4ln election 
was accordingly held au<l upon _t~1c canvass of the Yote by 
the co1111nissioncrs the return:-; fro 1u four prctinct::; "'t'iCre 

thrown out on aceouut of irrcgula.rity. The \·ote as can-: 
Ya:-;sed ~huv.-ed that lliawatha had 1:::8 votes, Carson j, .. 
lfainlin i0, Claytonville iO, \Vashiugton lj, Prairi~ 
~prings 4 and I>adonia. i ; and . 1-Iiawatlrn. ,\-a~ d~clared the 
pern1anent ~eat ufju:::.tice ,jf the county and 110 t.:ha11ge has 
sin<:e been nuu.lc ~ · 

.Un the ltith <lay of Xo\-crub_er, 1857, 
cou11Ui.s::;ioner::; elected by tJ1e free-state 

the -nc,\-
111e11, .' met. 
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Their first act ·was to appoint Ira I-I. Srnith county sur\·er
or. This wag· douhtle:--;s done so pron:1ptly as a. 1naI'~ or 
appreciation of his course in refusing to aceept a.uy faYor 
or position at the hands of the pro-~hn-cry hoard. David 
Peebles \\:-as then appointed eounty clerk in place of \Ya- -
terson and John ~- 'I'ylcr · a~~c::;8or in place or Bro,n1. On 
the 21st of llcce1nher, the court n1ct ct~ain :'lnd for the ln:,t ·-· 
time at Claytonville, acUourning to Car~on_ to hol<l. their 
next session on the ~8th of the Barne 111011th. At. this se~
sion )lose~ P. Proctor~ the 1,rea~ui-er, tendered his resi~-.... 
nation and ~~nn "l ,v. \Ya.de wns appointell ·to fill the 
vacancy; an<l Henry Ryn1al waR appointetl con.,uer. On 
the 21st of llec., 18;17, an election was helcl un,ler the Le
compton constitution for ~tntc officers and 1ue1nbcrs of 
-tl~e legislature. X o pro,-ision was 1nadc fur a Yotc square
ly~ against the Lecon1i)to11 constitntion. ..;\ll Yotes had to 
be "For t11c Constitution., "-ith ~laYery ." or·· F1Jr·the C,>n
stitution .. ·withont ~hisrrv.'t~ ·rhe free-state 1ncn, !!encral-

~ ~ 

ly, very properly refused to vote either ,\·a.y upon t ha.t 
question: hut upon the c1ue$tion. of oftieer~ 1111cler that 
con::-,titution .. thcv wiseh- conclnded that it \\-ouhl do the1n 

. ., ., 

far less hanu in the hands of their fricud~ than in tho~e of 
tl1eir enen1ics. Bn,,vn nnd Xc111aha 8till constitnte<l oIH: 
Representati,e Distriet and }~. X. )Iorrill wa:-5 clc<:ted 
1nen1hcr of the Lower IIouse. On the 4th of .January~ 
18.58, unclcr the anthorih- of an act of the free-state legi:-da-

w ~ 

ture, passe<l at their sc~sion in Dete111ber, 1857, au e1cc--
tion ""'as heltl allowing a ~quat·c Yote foL· oi- agaiu~t the 

Lecompton conRtitntion. In our county 187 vot~s ,\-ere 
cast agaiuBt it-the p1·0-~la,-ery" 1neu refusi11g to vote at 
all at this election. On the 11th of .January, 18;3~, the 
count\- conunissioncr~ court rose to the ,·]i!!nir\- of sittin,,. 

• L-· - u 
in chairs ( they had prcYion8ly used hoxes and bcnche;-;) 
nn<l ordered the sheriff to procure four ar1n chairs a11d 
eight conunon ones. This_ ,\-as· in those da vs co11siuered 

. '-'. .. 
'·putting on style." But little business ,\·as transacted at 
these session~ excent to locate roads aud a.llo,v accounts 

J. 

against the countY. -.At the )larch ter111 of -the court 
~ w 



the ~heriff, Fulton, rnade · his -- -final settlenH~~t as~ collector 
of the county.. lt is herewith 6>iYen _in ·Jull: 

HRO\TIE Cou~TY~ 

lx .A.ccT. w1ra: .J_\)I~s :...\. :Fo1.fro~, 
• Collector of Re¥e1iue. 

Cr. By h1:x: hook of 1 R57, $348.:2~ · ... ~ ,. 
Dr. Hy Delinrrncnt li:-;t as attached., j, .• -~:285.27 

,.. Percentage for c.ollectin!!: revenue.·,, ·. ;,.! : -<, . 2.95 
~ ~ I 

"· \Yarrant paid to County Trea~. · ·' · .- , ~.,; 39.01 
.... On haud d11c Territory including per ce'.n.t .. -· r: -20.99 

~ -_:, · ~ .).) . ~€.>-.:tu. _ _.. 

1'hen follows a; list. of dcliny_ucnb;, e1ubracing 1uwy of 
the pn~111iuent 1uen of tu-day-•. , The .f r~e state.: me~1. ~vould 
pn.y -llO ta xeg to pro-sia,·ery authorities., and the pru"'."~laYery 
1ne11 wi~ely couc;hided that t.hey :n.-~-ldt;l HOt pay aU th~ tax, 
so nuhody paid. !The heaYie~t -tax Ru.ye_r -that yca:r :\Vas 

fieury ~1nith who owned three shn·cs 11pon -which ,l~e was 
a~~c~~ed. 1-Ii~ tax was ~lo.D~). ••; ·r,:• .:; 

< )a the 1.:.::th of ... 1 pril~ lt;~, the .board hel<l -_its_ . .la~t 
~es:,;ion at. Ca.rs·>u, anJ oa the l~Jth (a 110.tcd--day .. j~1-thc 
histn1·y of the Jruite<l ~tate~~) ii-s. fin.,t- s~s~i9n in Hiaw~tlia 
was· held. Ua. the ~-±th of ~lay the Uon11ui$sionc~:S ap
propi-iat ed ~:.!./ H.O .tu builcl a. c.ourt hou~e- with ja)l and 
ofli~e~ attacheJ, a.nd Jo:-;eph .Kliu.efclter . ~ras, appoiutc<l 
special coru1ui~siuner. to let: 1 he· coutraet au<.l ~upe1~i1ttcud 
the huihlin:r of ~a111e. The Le:.!"islaturc. at.. their sc~sion in 

... _. ·-- , . 

] ~-)8,-J•a~:;cd a1t act }H'.oYi<ljllg that th_.rec ~uper\·i:-;~r~ shoulti 
1,e elected in each 1uuJ1ic.;ipal~.town~hip, one_ oL }r~1~n1 

~hould be• designated on the l.,allot as. chajrn1~11,. and 
the .chainneu of the ~evGral -: townshiµ hoa.nls should. 
cuus.titutc the. count\· tribunal.. Eicctiun to Le held ., .. .. .. .. ... 

011 the iuu1·,lt. lloi1<.lu\· of )larcl1. Ati thi~ aet uiu uot 
.,J ••• • . • • 

g,, into eilcct i"11 ti1uc tor U.ll •c-lcctiuu. that :--1)riug, the ol<l. 
l,oard uf conuui~::;iouers lielu OYe~·, hut at thei;· se~siou 
O.l llie :;.1 :st of J UllC the board ordered a.11 election . tu 

. . . ·. . 

he l1eh.l -011 the ~::11t.l of July. in the. several tu,,·11~~1ipti 
iur the purpo:;e of urga11iziug .. un<lcr . the . ucw law. 



At this election Sa1nuel .A. Kingn1an was elected 
chairman of the Board of Supervisors for Irving towll
ship, Roger P. Smith for \Yaluut Creek and Ja1ncs Round 
for Claytoirv-ille. · The records do not sho,\· that any 
one was elected in Lochnane township, nor does it 
appear that that to\\y11ship . l1ad any representation . on 
that board .. 
. The old hoard held a session on the 17th day of July. 

H. R. Dutton was appointed Conunissioner of Public 
Buildings to fill vacancy occasioned by. death of Joseph 
Klinefelter. On the 16th of .August the board again 
met, but the clerk refu8ed to 1neet ,vith thcn1 or 
recognize the1n as a legal body. He was accordingly 
deposed and C. T. \Yhittenha.11 "·as appointed Co1u1ty 
Clerk. The records fail to show -whv the clerk refused to ., 

act, nor does it appear that the boa.rd trau:;acted any 
f~rther business or. ever 1uet again. 

The JlCW board of ~upervi:-;ors 111et for the first. 
thne on the 16th of October, 18i}8, aud organized hy 
electing ll.. P. S1nith chairman aud ,vn1. B. Barnett 
county elerk. This board w·a:"\ evidently co1111Jo:-;c<J of 
clear headed busine~s men, for one of their first acts ,,.·as 
to order the clerk .,i; to report to the court the a1nount 
of the appropriations heretofore 1na.de by the county 
board, the a1nount of "·arrants drawn, the a111ount fpaid 
on said "·~1-rauts, and t~1e a1uount of "iudehtc<luess of the 
COUI?tY. " . 

1~his report, made at the next session, showed that 
warrants had been issued a1nounti11g to $21Dti.65. 'fha.t 
appropriations had Leen n1adc for which no ·warrants had 
been issued to the (.unount of :BiHu:J. 1,hat all the 
ll·arrauts paid a1nou11ted to but ~5-:1:B.58, · with nothing 
in the treasury. It was also found that warrants a1~1ount
ing to ~7-!.9.J had been is:::;ue<l an<l hi!td not been entered OH 

the record. '"fhis sho"~ed an iudeotednes.s of $-!tiil .97. 
H. R. Dutton, building conuuissioner, re!Jorted that he 
had contracted \\·ith S. \V. \Vade to buil<l a_court house, 
and that same w·as to be con1plcted 011 oi- before A.ug. ltit 



--- -------------·--------
18;,n. · .At the election for n1e1nhers of 1he legislature, in 
()ct. 1858, Geo. Grahan1, of Seneca, was . chosen to 
represent Brown an<l Nenutha counties in the territorial 
legislature. Ou the i;3th of Xoven1ber E. A.. Spooner ,vas 
appoiutetl ~upcrintendeut of Public. I 11sttuction~ but he 
<-kcliucJ the oflic.;e au<l Ja1ues A.-. ~taulev ,vas subsec1ueutlv 

~ -
appoiutcd. In the full of thi~ yea1· (18t)8) a gra111 jury_ 
was c1npa1111clled for_ the fir~t ti1ne in the new county. 

'fhc \'Car 18.58 will he rc1nen1herc<l · bv the earlv settlers 
• v • 

as a very wet one. 'l'he · 1nouths of ... ½pril aud Suly ·were 
especially notcJ. for the. heavy rainfalls; the sti·ea1ns 
overflowed their banks reude1.-ing · it i111possible · to cross 
theni for thn·s in succession. John· .Avres built a stea1n 

w - ~ 

~aw· u1i1l a.t Robiu~ou duriug that 8CUl';Oll, ·and . afte1·wads 
attached a ~111all run · of burrs.- There \Vit~ hut Iittie 

. . 
in1n1i~rat ion thttt yt~ar. llany who had acquired title t~ 
their land~ left ; thu~e who rcn1aiucd had raised hut little 
grain the year hcforc, few h~tving- fi1r1ns ot,eucd,· a,:s all 
hacl geuerally u<setl up the little tit.ore thei h~·ought ,rith 

t he1u .. thP.\. felt u1ost. f orcibl \" the effects of 'Irn.r<l tiiuc~;. 
• w . 

l'hc har\·cst of 185,·) · pru,·ed a ·g-uo cl one, though the wl1eat 
was 1nuch injured by the rc1ins ; ·1,ut' there ,vas little 
1narkct fin· anything the farn1ers· · had ·raised, and ,vhile 
breach;tnffs \\"Cl"C a.hundant the\· had 11·0 readv n1011c·v. -'ro 

• w • 

add to tlte <list.re~:-5, President Huchana11, unheedi11g the 
earue~t appeals for postponcn1ent, hail 01·dcred a sale ·or 
the public lauds iu this land <listrit.;t, thll:; co1npcIHng 
pree1nptor~ to pay for. their lands or run the risk of having 
their hnu1cs sold to 1ncreilc:-;s speculators. · )Iany of the 
early ~cttlers bought land ,varrauts worth, then; $1-JO, by 
giviug ntortgag-cs on their hon1cs for ~~~"j(), pa}'ahlc in 
()Jte year., worth tweh·e per cent. iutere~t, while others 
hirc(l n1oney at ~ixty per cc1·1t. tu · pay fur· their lauds. 
\\"'hilc the wiuter~ of 185i;-5t.i' and 1~;jt,-;')7 had hec11 vcr~-

e/ 

SC\"<.!rc .. or fJUC the lll~l"l'.lll"Y falling to io;) 1Jclow zero, the 
wintcrti of 18;i7-i>8 autl 18;j8-;~tt ;vere uotetl as ,·ery n1iltl 
ones. · Iu winter of l8:1H-5-;' the sc,-erc cold weather dro\"'C 
the deer iu la . .rge H11111Liers to the ti1uhcr fo·r shelter where 



HI8TuJ:y or: 

thev ·were casilv killed. It is said that lhn·i<l recbles ,., .,, 
·kiHed ·.seventeen during_- that season. At the election 

. - ~ . 

of tuwn;-;hip officers .in )lar~h, lS.jf}~ John Belk ·was 
chosen chair1nan of the hoard of SUi>eri;-isor~ fi>r lrYi11i 
townsl1ip: Jan1es Roun~s for Claytoll'rille. I. B. 11,HJYer fue 
\\;'"alnnt Creek and T7ria~ Bilhuau foi- Loch11a11e. The~e 
·genfle1uen constituted the county tribunal~ and 1net for the 
fir:;t time on the 30th of )fay aucl or52.·a11ized ln· clecti11!! - ,_. ., ~-
'Ji1mes Rounds chair1na.n and Henrv Graves cle1·k. 

Iu June <111 election "·as held fur 111e1nlJers uf the \Y \·au-. 
dotte constitutionn-1 co11Ye11tiou. and ~,unuel .1·. J~iu~·u1nu 

. ~ 

recein:rl ~3 Yotc~ ~n,l ~a1nncl ~hield:-; 1 ~,. 1'he <:<JHYen-

tivn met on the ;;th of Jul v and or~anizc<.l bv elect ill!! 
•• 4,.., •• '-' 

San1ucl ..:-\. .. Ki11g1~1an tcn1porary pre$idenL Ou the -!th of 
Octo1)er the con~titution fra1ncd at ,v \·andoi.te \1:as ~uh-., 

n1ittel1 to a Yotc or the pc1.1r,Ic, the ..-otc ili HrcjWll L"OH1ity 

l,efr1!! ~G~• for to 1:~:i a~·,lin~t. On the I-lon1e~read elau::-e, - ~- . 
\.\-hieh ,\·as sul,rnitted ~c1_,._1nitely, the Yotc wa~ 17:3 fort<.• 
lG:3 tt!.tain~t. On the t;rh <.>f I)ce. the clel,;tion for ,.lflic:er:-; ._, 

eader ,Y \·andottc ~()n::-titntion wa::- hehl and ~anntt-•l _\.. 
" 

Kin~.nuan, of Hnnn1 ~ount\·. wa:-; ele~tc\-l As;-;ociate .Ju~ticc 
~ w• 

of the :Supre1ne ( "<nirt. 
· .Brow11 and .:\td1iso11 conHties co1npuse<.l tl1c :--:ecoiill 
Seaatorial T>i$triGt~ and clcet..~d .John .. L )fartin and 
H. R. Duttun :::c11at<Jr~ hv· a vote of !_,.:..:.;j tu ~-;,-! iur ~~uu ·1 

~ 

W. Wade and CL o. Chn~c. lra II. ~1nith rcpre~entcd 
J3rown cour{tv· in the lo,\·er house. JI. R. Dutto11 at tfie ., 

territorial election, held Xo,. 8th, had been clet;te;d tu the 
Hou$e of Repre~cntatin~:; of the Tcn·itorial lcgi:::;lature. 

The autun1u of l~;_jU founJ the settler:-.; ,\·ith an 
abundance of i!Taiu tl1ou!!l1 there wa:-; httle lh:n1aHd fur it. .... ~- . 

:u1d 111one\.· ,ra:::; cxtren1ch· difiic.ult .f<Jr tlic1n to !.tet. ,rhile 
el ., ,_ 

tlh~.Y had an abundance of those thi11g;-; tl1at they could 
1.t2·1_:duce fro1n the suil by theit ~turdy lal.,or, it rel1uircd the 
1..:l,J~e::;t. ecouo1ny to provi<le the nu111berless little 11ece8-
saries~ vtithout which a fa.1nil r can har<ll "~ Le said to be 

, .,,, a,I • 

con1forta1Jle these dtnrs. 1"hose ,rho had hired 1nonev the-. ~ . 
year hefore, at ruinous rates to save their ho1ne5, found 



p~y-day near at hand V•titl1out the 1nca11s to n1cet the 
clain1~ a!!ain~t then1. In the sunnuer a11d autu1un of 18,;j~• 

'-' 

the Pikc~s Peak exeite1nent. wRs at its hight, and huutlreds 
'-' 

of tea1us pas~ed through the couiity on their wuy to the 
!!old fields. 1''his· nut<le ::;01ue de1nanu fur corn, butter., 
'-

cgµ-s ~ n1ilk, &c., au<l thu~e farn1~rs who happened to he 
IiviJtg on the line of the road were ·Yery 1nuch ltenefii.tccl 
hy it. .As an illustration of the sca.rcity of 1noucy an1011g 
the settlers at this t.in1e, the f,1Uowiug iucil,cnt is rclate<l : 

.A nati onaI Republ icau coll\·eutinn wa~ to be held in the' 
:-;ununcr of 181-,t) to no1ni11ate caudi<l.atc~ for Pre~irleHt aucl 
\'"ice-President. rrhc friends of ~Ir. ~eward, in the ten·j-. 
torv, reco~nizing- his 'tthlc ser\·ices in behalf of frecdon1, 

w - - . 

cleter1nined H~at a delegatiou should be sent that would 
support hin1. ....-\_. C. ,vildcr~ the chairman of the Central 
Coiun1ittcc and a ,varzu supporter of )Ir. ~cward., wrote a. 
letter to a friend in Brown t:onnty, urgiug that. a delegate 
l,c sent. to the Territorial cottYentiou. · ..-\ CoHnty conYCn
tion wa~ held. hut i10 one could be found a.1.>le aud willin ... :· 

. t.-

tu g<1. 1''hose who could ;,pare the tin1e 11ad no hor~e~ : 
t h'J~C who hatl horses 11ad uo money to. pay cxpc11:--cs. 

After fully di~cussing the ntatter, it wa~ graYcly propo::-cd 
that a contrihutiou be taken up to defray the cxpcu~e~ of 
the dclc~ate. '!'his was a.etuallr clone, su1nc :! .. !:iviug: twentx ..... . .. _ - .... 

fi\·c ceut:--. son1e a din1e, ot.J1crs le$s, nutiJ four (hJJJai-:-- and 
fiftv cent~ i11 le!!"al tender was raised. It ,vas calcnlatctl 

~ ~- . 

that hv close cco11r.:HH"r thi~ ainouut- would dcfra,~ the ex-. ~ ., 
pcu~es ahsolutely 11ect?ssary.. A nucd with th~ uece;-;sa ry 
ercdential~ unrl a letter tu l\Jr. "'\Yilder cu1n111endiug the 
gentleruan froru Brown cou11ty to his ho.spitalit_y .. the dele
g~..te attended the co1n·cntiou. ~-ft was i~eportcd at the tiu1c 
that the clo:;ing- paragraph of the lt·ttC'r infonucd ~Ir. 
,Yildcr that·· Dr. take:; h1s ·whiskv stra.ight.'.'• It i~ 11e<:d-. -
le~~ to ad<l that the <lelegRtc has t-;incc heen tu~ice 1101uJrerl 
l•J· au election as Couuty Treasnrer1 and tha.t Ute aHthor of 
the letter has since filled 1uost credital,1v a ~tat<~ oflit:e . 

.: 

111 tbc s1.triu!! of 18t;o there was· r1uitc a de111aucl fiJr· ' ,~ 

cunt to tran:sport to the· uew g<.>hl 111i11e:-5, and ~c--:eral trai11~ 



HiSTOJ'.Y OF 
-------------------- ------·--------------

or tca1ns ,\·crs loaded in the 0ounty. :-; early all who l1ad 
corn ~olll the last l•ushcl that they felt they eould po:-;:sibly 
~pare~ the need fur n1011<:>y was ~o great, tru~tiug to the 
g:cninI clinic and fort He ::;oil t<.> pro\·idc the1u au al,unda11t 
]iatTe~L The pril:e of corn at that t i111c, .:\lay a.1nl J u11e, 
18GJ~ wa:') i;) cent8 per bushel. 'fl1c wiutcr ur lt5~j!J-fj,J 
hatl hcen rc1uarka.lJly <lry aud 11ut \·ery culd. .:\larl,jli aud 
April were ,vindy aud "·ithout rai11fall. ~till trm,tiug in 
Ili1n who lias prun1i.sed seed tirne au<l harrcst, tbe 1,euph:. 
:--:o,,·ed au<l l'laated a larger c?.tH?tu1t than e\·er lJefure. )lay 
alld June lJU~~ed away with ~ca1·ccly a ~huwer. There w·a.:; 
JI()_ han·est or ~u1all grain fo1· it h·atl utt.~rly railcJ. l'J llla-
1 urc, ancl thtire were very fe\\- Held:-; that were <.;Ut at all, 
while there ,nts _Hot uue that \roul<l pay fur the expeuse ui 
l_1an·esti116 . ]~he cr()p of ~1uall graiu wa.:-s c:stnuate<.l tu a'_"er
age two bnsheb pe1.· uerc ; but th<J;jC tieldti that wen.: uot 
ha1Tc~t.cd wen: Hot included iu tl11s e8tHlHllC. Batt they 
hc:eu the real a \·cra~.?;e would uot ha Ye l1ee11 ha11 u uu~he l tu 

l. . 

the acre. Still the. fi1rnwr::; wori,e<l a way hup111g- aatl pray-
i_11g- that rain would co111e in tin1e tv sase t11e1r coi-11, Jtut 

.. ., 

1 hey ,-rcre Jouiued to hitter di~a1Jpuint1uc11t. J uty a11u 
.. \ uu-ust were al.i:;olutelv without raut~ a11d not till the cuul 

l,_ ¥ ,. 

wctt.ther of fall tlitl 1l1e lun°· tle:-;ired ~bowen, co111c-too t: • 

late fi.>r the crop:s of that ycur. I.t ww-; literaUy a yeai-

with1Jnt raiu a.1Hl au ah:-;olutc a11d c.u111plete fadun: ol crops 
of all 1'in(h;. ,Yon.I~ are iuadetprale tc., dt.:~cnlJe the b1tler 
di:..;ppoiutn1e11t of tho:-;c ·Hohle 1ueu and wo11ien who had 
i:;t ru~ 0 ·led 1 h roivrlt the wea rr ,·ear:; tu llHl.i.\.C ho1uc~ 1ut •.<'."' ~ .. ., 

1 hcni:•a~l n_;:-; aud dear cJ11e~, when they fu1111<..l wi11ter a i.:~ 
proachillg uud uothiug iu ~ture fiJr the lung a11u 1J1ttur· 
1uonth~. ~tar\"ctt iDn ~tared then1 iu the 1at:e. ~urely :- It 

w·as nu fault or their:;. They bad loiled u1H.;ea~111gly. 'J.'liey 
had pluug:lted an•l planted. jju~t faithfully J1a~l thl'y 
watdwd their yo11u6 crops, IJnt God had. not watered tlie1u, 
au<l all their lalHJl' ca1nc to naught. The winter or lXti _,-fjl 

,\·ill never he forg•.>tteu liy tl,u~e who :--peut it _Ill J~aJJ~a:;. 
JJut fe\,. fa1nilie:; in the county li\·ed co1ufurta1Jly while the 
1no::;t had uarel.r the llCce;')-:::~al'lCti of -life, au<.l _tho~e they 



had to olJtain fro1n day to day as best they could. Fortu
uately, ,\·ann hearts au<l l,illiug hands were busy in the 
1nore laxorcd states gathering for those in need, and many 
\\-ere thus ~a. Yed fro1n starvation. 1,hc. 111ost striking fea
ture or that winter \\-a~ the hearty good feeling that cx
i~tcd bt-~twecu the settler~. 1'o Ii Ye through the ·winter aud 
until another harvest ti1~1e Wa$ the most that auy hoped to 
aceu1uplish, au<l the feeliug of dependence that rested upoii 
all, filled the1n v,-itlr a hearty sy1npathy for their less fortu
nate i.1eighl1urs rarely 1nauife:;te<l iu 111ore fa\-ored ~easouti . 
... \ll ,vere read.r to divide their own scanty store with those· 
who haJ uuue ; and with all the privation:::; ·and hardships 
there Waci a hearty, cheerful, hopeful, !Hanly feeling tliat 
~poh.c \-ulun1e~ iu vrabc of the piuucen;. 31any passed. tlie 
whole w.iuter without. having gru~erie~ uf auy h.UH.l iu their 
J~ou~es. .Fe\\. had a full :stq,p!y of n1eat, auu potatoes were
alu1ust uu k1NJWH, an<l 1uau v tamibc~ ha<l little else but cor11 ., 

u1ea.l c,r flour. 1Iany were \\·ith•Jut suflic1eut clotluug to 
prott:ct the111 fr•.11u the bitter \\·inds of wiutc.r, and coarse 
:-;ac .. ~ aud olu cloth were 1na<le tu ta~e the place uf 
h Jot .. " ·aad ~h,Jes. Hnt the.-;e trial.-; were uut \\·lthout their 
cotnpca~atiun. )rcn atl(.l w<:'1nc11_ whu bore t.he1u patiently 
were 1ua,le ~t.rCJugcr autl bt~tter hy the ~utler1ugs they cu
e.lured. <u1d the Kau:"as uf 1u day i:s stronger, purer and 
nol.,ler fot· · lwxing suffered Ht it~ early settlc1uent. Tuo 
u1u~h prai:--e cannot be gin.~n to the ge1ierou:-; heart:::;· iu the 
Ea:-it who t.:(Jt1t"riltutcd ~o lilH•raUv to the 11ecdY. \V1thuul ., ... 

their aiJ tl1ousand~ w1Jtdd lt~n-e heeu <:on1pelleu to abau-

tliJti their h1•111e~, a111.l huudreds would han~ stan·ell . 
.-\ 1u«Jn~ the urn n \- i ueidt; n ts in the carh- hi~tur\.· uf the 

~ ~ ~ . 
county., one. occurring: in the frtll uf l~f;J, clc~erves ~pecial 
1uent ion. it \\-as ca.lletl .... ~teal111g a g1 i::;t 111111/' aucl cre
atctl no little <.;01n1nt.•1it at tlic ti1ne. ~o full ~tateu1cut or 
cxp~auatinll of tl1e cin:nn1sta1n;e:..; ha~ cYer before hccn pulJ
li:--.hctl. I 11 the early part of 1t-51~i 1, ..1. )I-. 11au1hy, \\-ho "·as 
n1111iiug a. saw 1nill at FalL;; City, iudnced \\-. C . .Foster, 
l~.-i'l·, of this county, to cuter into prirtncrship ,rith hi1n. 
~lr. Foster had a l,,_,rtahlc grbt 1uill con~istiug of a run of 



HISTOJ!Y OF 
-----------------------------

burrs, the fran1 e- supporting tl1cn1 and the uecesssary shaft-
ing and cog-wheels to run it, _which ·he re1novcd to Falls 
City and attached to 1-Ia.rnby's saw·-1nill. Before th~ part
nership ·wa~ filHy consurrnnated and the papers signccl, ~Ir. 
J?oster, Leco1niJ1g convinced ihat )Ir. Han1by·s· representa
tions \'rcre false and that he ·was verv 1nueh involved .. <le-. . . 
clined to carry out the arrangen1ent. ,vhen h~ at-ten1pte<l 
to re~o¥e his gr-ist 1nill Ha1nby refused to allow hi1n to 
take it. To enga!!c in litigatio1t in another state in the u11-

~ '-> ~ 

settled co11ditio11 of affn.irs, aud ,vith the ~troug· feeling in 
the co1nrnuuity iu favor of retaining the n1ill'! ~ec1neu u~e
Iess. 'fo aba~1duu alto;ether the idea of recovering his 
proP')rty ,vas not to he thought of. A.fter eo11sultil1g with 
1i1s attorney"; he arranged ,vith s(~vcu or his friends to go 
v.ith hiin nnd quie_tly remove the property. The varty 
gathered at. his house one pleasant aut111nn eveuiug \\"ith 
two heavy hnnher ·wngons and four good horse~~ and when 
the ~hades of evening gathered around th~,v started fur 
Fall..; City. At a little after eleven, rea'-=hing the wiue 
hottun1 lying ~out.h of that place, they left theu· tea1us in 
the tall g-rass in d1arge of u11e of their nna1l1er, aud pro
ceeded to 1nakc an cxa1nination of 1 he prcn1isc~. l 11 a 
house near by a light was Lur11i11g. ~ilent.ly they 1uo,·cd 
around a1nong the l<Jgs in the n1ill-yard carefully looking 
over the ~itnatiou to decide how to act. The fra1uc of the 
n1iH '\\-as holtct1 firn1ly to the sills of the bnildiHg. ..A. 
lH?a-vy vtrcnch had been urought along .. and as tl1e nut turn
ed on the rust v bolt the creaking "iron suu11<.le<l lil-.e filin~ 

~ ~ ~ 

a sa·w and caused ali to start ,\·ith the fcnr that they woulu 
l,e discovered. J 11<lust riou~h.,. thev wurke,l and in a fi~w 
1ni11utc:-; it ·was carefully lifte<l f1:on1 ils re~ting pla(,;e aud 
laid npon the ~aw-d11st. ~\. ~pan of hoi ses ·w(•re soon 
hrou~·ht np .. · a.nd hitehi11g- to the 1nill, it was dntg:gcd ove1· 
the soft ;.!'l"OU11d a quarter of a 1nile or 111orc to where tl1e 

·wago11s had been left. I u a fc\'t rninute8 it was carefully 
taken apart nud placc<l in the ,vagons, and the party were 
ns anxiuu~ to get out of Xel1r~1~! .. a as tht·\· were a few hour~ .... . ... 
itcfore to g·et. iu. lluietly they p11r~ne<l their 3',ur11ey uutil 
just as the day ·was dawning, they can1e in ~irht · of the 
tin1hcr near ~fr. Po~tcr's ho1ne. 1'hcn the five good singers 
who W(!1·~ in th,~ party ~truck up \\·rth one accord, "" fI01ne~ · 
~\n•ct llon1e/' aud ?H:,·cr was it snng- with a 1nore heartv 

~ . 
good "-ill. .A. few days after, the gri:st 1uill ·wa~ attached 
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to E. N. ~lorrill,s saw·-mill w·here it _ did good service for 
scYeral years. No attempt was e-,er n1ade to return it to 
..[t.,alls City, all parties, it is presu1ned, feeling that llnder the 
circumstances, the stealing of the grist n1ill was perfectly 
justifiable. rfhe spring of 18t51 ~-as a ~ery favorable one, and 
all ,t.~ent to work with a hearty good will to put in the seed 
arraiu. 1"housands of bushels of choice wheat and corn 

<.., • 

had been donated by the more fav-ored farmers of other 
~tates, and thus all were enabled to secure the needed 
Reed. Early in the year, how·ever., the ,var clouds began 
to gather and all ,,ere \\-atching anxiously the course of 
e\-euts. Largely dependent on .llissouri for supplies as the 
people of Kansas at that ti1ne ,verc, uncertain ho,v the. peo
!Jle of that state ·would act ia the approaching trouhle, the 
settlers looked anxiously forw·ard to the harvest that .. woul<l 
to ~01ne extent render thcn1 indenendent of their unfrieud-

1 

ly neighbors. The harvest richly rewarded then1 for their 
Jab0r~ and a 1norc hopeful feeling pervaded the whole corn-
1unnity. During the sun11ncr con1panics of ho1ne guards 
\\·ere organized in different :;ections of the countr. holdiJLg c......,. ., , (,_., 

thc1n:;clve:s in readiness t-o pnJtect the live~ and property 
,1f the citizen~. .....\.L I:Iiawatha there was a very large and 
finely _drilled eo1nprrny under conunand or Capt. I.- J. La
cuek, and at Ha1ulin, Capt. l. lt Hoo\·c1· had can1mand of 
a good con1pany of true 1nen. At Robinson a company v;as 
organized and in readiness, ttnd possihly at other points in 
the county. In the latter part of su1u1ne!· and early part 
of autnn1n;the work of 1ua!\ing the erops being ·uvcr, a 
large uu1nhcr of the young men went into the servic~ fol
lowed duri11g the winter :-ind spring by 1nany others, until 
few able-bodied n1cn ,rere -left hebintl. 'Ihc records fail 
uncdy to gire to Brown county the credit of her full quota 
that Yolnnteered in defense of their countrv. ~Ianv ,vere al ., 

crcdite<l. to the counties where thcv enli;:;;tcd, and other~ 
~ . 

"·ere put down without giving the place of rc:5idenct->. In 
justiee to th• brave boys. an<l to the noblt:• county they rep
r sent,-d, a li~t is ht•r~ ~ivt:-n of thosP who WPr•~ actual rt·~i
c.l 1its of Brown county - at the tin11.· of cnb•ring thP arn1y. 
)fa ny 11an1t-•s art~, doubtlL·S~, 01nittPd that should be ht:"rt.•, 
lntt tl1t· list has h-.•t--ll compil~-d w·ith grl'at care after ('X

haustiug all n1,_.ans of inforrnation at our co1nm_and. This 
list compri8"~ UParly two hundrt·d nan1es. At this tini~ 
th, larg"'st vot·-~ that· hacl e·n.ar hPt:>Il poll(•d in the county 
w 15 f~ar-hu·ndr ·d-an<l-tw· :nty-five, .-;o it would. seem that 
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nca.rl.r une-half of all the voters 111 the cquuty went 
inco the a.rill}.. 'fhe tollo,\·-111i a.re the .uatues: 
.\. B . ..\nden-on 
~\o.dre\\' Anustn•ng 
l.;eo. W . .Hu111.:e 
.1 !\l • .8rad!on1 
Jc.•irn. .Bcrtw~ll 
:;itwud \\-· . .8ud,;:tey 
A:-nl~y Cba....,e 
.fr.tu~: Cba.utl.ler 
fnau..l~u;:; Coroou 
flenr:· L'tit:al 
.ti. L. ~an 
.i.,.t;~ne 
lJ. 1-:. Fow~er 
)lartin 1-'or,1 
Wm. tir-,r;,haw 
Jee-~i,h '5. Hiii 
E:bas • .B. Ha.ubc: 
.-\.u::ic • ./ uhn::oa 
Cll~~..rJon~ 
~a.mud Kaist!rwan 
Ii ll. Ly.uu. 
1'. t;. )Jui.re 
Levi ll•.•rrili 
.1-·r,u:s )far.t.k.. Jr. 
~- 1'. ){e:re<lith 
A.. )leiv.:ti 1.icil:m:r 
nauiet W. Oweu 
.E. N. Ordway 
J o:;eph H. Pot> 
Ste1•h1~:i Quaife 
.\.. I:.icbaxd.son 
lfarshall P. ~a:,h 
I. S. ~peer 
l&1ac ..\. Sa\l,in 
)lo:-e;s :-5-:·.-eh· 
James F. ~tarot":5 

}":ra.ne1:-; .\£. ~t.a.rnt.-:> 

J~., Selle:.; 
~ewtoo 8eTcir 
Eli S,•,,:,rd!er;;cr 
DaYid C. ~wayz.ic 
C. E. Simmond:: 
.John &hillin~ 
~amoe! Tead 
Le,d, Vaughn 
.i. A. \\'"ilt;on 
.fohn u~ cis~ 
\\". S. W'ootJ.crxk 

Ale~. .\rkitlear 
~imeon Au:;ty 
Ctta..:i. T • .DOOUlP.f 

61:o • .Ei. l>ur..;n 
\\:. ii. ~rtheli 
'l'. t ~ .Bd.rUUUl 

Alben; Cha.o,Jt•.:r 
Juuu Y. l,O<JK 

\:Ua.s. l·uw ley 

Jaw~ ClarK 
::.-a Ul' 1 JJo o ah.bun 
L'oor-,...,1 J=:uglt-ll.iU't 
Johu A. furui.-.u 
R. H .. 1-"letc!ier 
Jv!Ju L. Gr-d.La.w 
.B. 1··. Hcartou 
Johu Hauber 
Jau.ics JcLJi.-;ou 
J. K. Klin~l•.:ltcr 
'l 110~. KeUt:J 
.Peter L) nc.ll 
.B. ~ •• ,1orrul 
. u. 11 .\lc1..;a.uley 

Jaw1::-s J. ~li!lt>r 
Jaco!.> )U!lcr 
ilan:e•; .Xic!l1Jt.; . . 

David O!d!ielrl 

~- F. Prob~r 
· .P. G. Piukt:r 
I.. li. Hisle_: 
Ch~- E. 1'ol>fa:-:on 
John W. ~ruith 
.F • .M. :-;;turubo 
Luther iSpi:rry 
};,Jwin S.-11,·;; 
Jacob ~i~fous 
Jatu~s :5h..,nuau 
Il!.idley SawJer 
Jisaac Schmidt 
Jacob Stil\;·C:I 
F. W. St1.:i~h:!r· 
A Ionzo :-l·ott 
.Fr-J.ucis Se\"ier 
Andrew Twidwell 
Albert \"au;;hn 
.\ma.siah W ~cott. 
Philiip Wei-s 
Wru. ""ilkin:-nn 
Edwa.rJ Hickmau 

Jobu ... \ b::ohcar 
L-.-~i (;. AnrJersuu 
Jc.•11u .Baruuw 
..l:{icbard .\L .Heau 
.t,U .r • licutuu 
J. Lr • .t>rc:t.u lOl Ii 

)i•.:lVlll <Juu.nl.U~r 
'l'i.lur.stuu L·na.:>t: 
'.1' ll. I.,; Ulll w 1u _;;.s 
C ... U. li . .Vu:it:u:J.~cllun 
lla.Ulel J::Jli:; 
.:\. l,' •. Fo::,tc:r 
\\". H. l·urui::!i 

Heury 11. t;.r,maw 
u 111. G-t:utr~ 
lliraw Ho,CcJu 

Pet-er Ha.tn1:1cl 

.1-·rauk lJ. JdlL.""JU 

~. h,. • .l,)..llllclt:lt~r 

Hcur,y .LeUCll 

:wm. L1uyu1.::t 
\\' . .l' .... ,kvuauey 
J. :;. Jla.r:illa.ll 

Aullrcw .\kLau;;uliu 
Thoma:; )1~rtiu 
A.t>r-J.1U ~vrw1Joc.i 
Johu Ulclth!Jtl 
John W. !'roe tor 
Jonatllan (luick 
Wm. Richar,1:-:on 
~n1'! .Ri•:.hard.::1 
JosUth A. :--oi\.·cly 
Ac.iamSchmH~ 
J. S. ~tilhn:U 
.B. ~-. ,!Wet:tla.nu 
Jouatban ,v, !jeott 
J.,iaac ~w~tlauu 
Wm.:Sturn:' 
~uj. F. ~traoge 
Winslo,,. W . .Smith 
AbrJ.ha.m :--umpter 
Henry ~mitll 
Thos. ~trange 
John Uliuan 
\\·m. C. \"a,:;~ar 
_\.1). \\"esterfit'ttl 
::::~nu"l F. With11,:rw 
.\. H. Wa.t.-.on 
.John Zimru•~nnan 

J. ll . ..lrw.:-tr<•D~ 
L. C. i:J•Jllin6 cr 
(j~ J,11"!..l 

..1111.1u .orddy 
H.otlt:rt .8radlt-.:,· 
L- .ikutu:,:, 

· t:lla..s. U1eudler 
J. L • l-11.ru~ 
Jouu Lrmt 
~- P. JJha .. .1u~o11 

. .l:S, ~ • .tij C 

.t;. ;:,. l· o.-:itcr 
Joun .t-citt.:.utc: 
l~ut,ert l:a:-t,;u 

ltc.urj J. hlrn..:.s,!Jic 

.Uenr~ H1ch.1u<!.U 

,r • .,1- Jouu;:-1,u 

.Kotterr. Jelll.-,vu 

J:'. h.. h.llli'::i C & tt:r 

V,),Ult:I kw.: ... 
.Lt: w ~ .La. w re Ul-c:r,:: 

Z.i.c.u . • \L11.i.w \\::, 

.. ~ t•ralll .\Lar.:h:.tll 

\""u1. ti .• \lere...titu 

.-\. J • 0\\ Cll 

(;~u. =:,. U.,1:i;lU 

.tt~hert Pol lr.iek. 

.'.\l •• \.. Qui_;k,:, 
Ww . .H1c!urus 
Jobn T. Ree,·::.-. 
Albert G. :--pt"t:r 
.'.\Jichu.el ~chwidt 
W. G. :--ar~4.:11t 
.Johu )1. :--11in•ly 
<..:ila.it. 1). ~tumbo 
Joi.tu 1-·. ~uichi~ 
uettlt-ib ~pab•.: 
Jobn .I-". ~J>l•n:-er 
.Jolln :;mirh 
llegckiuh ~mith 
L. U. ~la~le 
Wm. f,·hwicH 
E . .ll. Yauglm 
Bcuj. Wink!es 
lfoory WHlaius 
<;. Y. \\"ick~ 
W. l'. \\.._y..itt. 

Bro~·n county has its list of n1artyr~ who ~.aerificcd their 
live~ to save their· conntrv. Ilenn:• II. Graha1n1 .John L. .. .. 
Grahan1, John \V. 8111ith, .Josiah .. .\.. Snively, nauiel Landi., 
L. C. Bofinger, 8a1nucl Donal<l:;on, D. l:. ~Iuirc, E. )L 
, .. aubhn~ Ethrin ~ecly, Ja1ncs ~hcrinan~ John Y. Cook, 
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~an1uel l~eisermau, ,r. S. \Y oodcock, - .Abrah:uu Sumpter, 
J. · A. \Yils011, L. lL ... Risley:, 1'. B. Cu1n111ings, Chas. B. 
Hauber~ ~iineon ... -\..usty, J. L .. Bradlortl, John Hauber, 
Xewton Le,-cir~ John ~. ~11aurer and ~an1uel .If. \Vithrow 
all sleep the .• ~Ie~p that knows llU wakini" in southern 
~!Tsve:-; : bt1t their ·brave co111rades who sur,-i-re ·will e\·e1: ·-~ 
cherish their 1nc1norie~, a11d the true aud the good will 
c\-cr 110Id in grateful re1uembrauce the nau1es of our fallen 
hc,~oe:s. 

'fhc Le!!islature of 18fj,J au.-aiu changed the la\\: in re-.... ~ '-' 

latipu to (;OllHty courts, au<l adopted the old plan of 
clcctiug thi·cc cuuuuissiouei-:; to transact county busine..;~. · 
.\.t the cle<.;t iou. hchl X ur. :.,:1,1 h, 1:;tj.J ~ \Y .. B. Baruett, 
I suac B. Hoo,·cr aud .J a111e:-; l-touud::; "-ere elected county 
con~n1is~ioners, and 111et on the ::nd of April,-orgauizwg hy
clinn~iuµ,· \r. B. Haruett d1ainuau. lfenry lirave~ Jrn.d 
JH'e\·inn~J.r re:-;ig~ted as c11unt.f c.:,lerk, aHd IL lL Dutton had 
lil'cll a ppoi ll t etl. Uue uf the fi r:-;t act.-; uf this bua.rtl wa~ t,_, 
reqn,rc tl1c t:lerk to 111aKc out a state1ueat uf the receipt.~ 

aud expenditure~ of die couut_y fru1u the ti111e of 1t~ orgaui-
zation to ..\pi·il l~t, l~l.>0. · 
pl'hi:-; rep•11 t ~hrJWS that . the total a111ouut 

of wa rrn ll t:-; is:--ned Wei:-; $7 ,713.0.:! 
.\111011111 of appr1,pria.tio_11;-,; h>r ,·d1id1 nu war-

rant:-; lwd l1ccll is~ucc_l 8;3.5J)D 

$8,5-18.0:.! 

pl he total nJ.non11t of wa1T:.u1t:" 1·etlcc1netl 
·rax.-~ d11t' on la.n•ls l•id in h\· t:OUlltV .. ., 

'fax -due OIi roll or]~-)~--

Tu!al 
Lt·,l\-ill~ H n inJelJteuncs;-; of ;_;18:!8.(t1 

The tax le\·\· fur this \-ear wa~ li n., u1iJls on the d1Jlla r. 
~ . 

• >11 tlte --J.th of .. \pl'il I>a,·iu l'eehlc:s wa:-; appuiuteJ ~tqt~l'lll-

t.e11dc11 t of ::-:c_hools in 1-tlace ut" J a1ne~ .A. ~t anley, re~ig:n
cJ.. Th._; rea:;u11~.; tor )IL·. ~taulcy :; n.:.s1g11at1•.-n 
are uut gi ~·e11, but a~ the re<.:ur1l'.") or' the· cuuut~: ~!11_...,., 
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that the commisioners allo,ved hiin $8.00 for tlic ·first six 
months services, it is not strange that he did not tlesi_re to 
continue in the office. 'fhe new- 8uv.erinteu<lent, ho\.rever, 
did better, as he received $1:!.09 for his fir~t three n1ouths 
-services. This beard of co1n1nissioners oulv hBl<l their lJO-- ~ 

sitious.until the regular election in ~o,·e1nuer~ of 1800, ,vheB 
.Jrunes Round, Lewis C.Dlu111 and "\Vin. \.r assar \Vere elected . 
. James Round ·was chairrua.n of this board. ~Ir. ·Yassar, 
however, went into the anny ea_rly in the autu1un of 18til, 
and Tho~. Ellis was appointed to fill the vacct ncy. 
· In the ~pring of 18til the first pa.per ever priulcd 111 

the county was struck off; Dr. 1). G-. Parker \nts editor and 
proprietor, and the sheet 'was called the Brown Couuty 
Union. Its publication was continued through the :;u1n

m~r and autu1nn, hut in the winter the uf-Iiee \Yas entirely 
destroyed by fire and uo effort was 1uade to coutiu ue it~ 
publication. The office was in the lower :-;tory of the 
buildiug o,l"ned by H. )1. Rohi11so11, Esq., and :-;tood 

on the ground 110w occupied l •y the law offil'.e 
of K.illev & .llax. )Ir. Rohinsou ,vas at the t11.ue livin•·· . ~ ~ 

in the upp~r· story of ·u1e lniildiHg, :u1d 1u1rrowly 
escaped "·ith 11in1Relf and I1unily, losing all of their house-
hold goods. _ 

I.n lfareh, 1861, . H~ IL J)utton, ~enntol' fro1u thi~ 
district, ,,.-as appointed ~tatc rrrcasu rer to fill a vacaucJ, 
ancl at the foilowing election he ,vas elected to that- offit:c-. 
1\~. B. Barnett was elected Seuator to till ih;s Yacancy. 
At the general election, in Xo\-.~ 18t,~, \r. \V_. Guthrie 
was elected .Attorney General of the state, ltei11µ: 1he 1hird 
state otricer taken front Brow·u- cuu_nty. ~ince t lie cx.1,ira
tion of his tenu of office, this county has had 11n 1 eJ;rescn
tation QU the state board, thongJ1 it. i~ helie,·ed that there 
have been residents of the conntY ,,-ho ,,·1.mld han! ac-.. 
cepted positions had t11ey been elected. 

At the election, held Xo,·., 18fjl-:- .Ja1ncs Round. Tho5. 
Ellis an<l .Noah Hanson were elected co1nn1is!-5ioucr:-;, a11d 
1-~. L. Pouud couutv clerk. Tho:s. Ellis vras elet_;fed chair-., . . 

.m~n. The tern1 of ot!icc of this board co111a1cnccu Jan. 
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1st, 18ti~ and c1alcd .Jun. lsL 18G4. The :·ecun.ls, <luri n;.r ., 

the ti1ne, slto,\· -notlii.ng· i~f special iutcre:--t, except that 
tlH! hoard · oh~erYed the u10:-;t -rigid · erouo1nY ii1 their ,_ ~ 

appropi~iati{Jll~~ nnd L,:- · lilH_•i-al le,:-y did 1nnch to irnpru\·c 
tht~ cretlit of the counh-. 1''hcir levv fiJr 1St5~ was fiye . ~ 

n1ill~, anJ. fur 1Ktiii ~eY.::H 1n1lls. 
In Dc<:eH1 t ,er or 1f;t;~;., J <.UlH~s Round, whtJ liad tier,-e:.l 1.11e .. . . ~ . 

couuty fitithfully a~ a con1nti~sio11cr for seYeral tern18, 
1uet hI~ death ·1n- the accidental Llisdrn.rg-c · of a u.·tin in .. '- ~ •"--' 

hi:-; on·11 ha11ds. .::\ t the f-e:-:-siqn of the boar<.l, held Jan. 
-!th, I. P. "\Yin:S1c.>'\\. \n.t~ d1u:--cn to fill the taeancy~ . .:\t the 
::-;a1rc :--f:~,iun the hoard appropriated $.:\O{JO to builLl 
a jail, and appointed \\~. D. Barnett C(.H1!111i~;-:-1oncr to ta.kc 
char~e of the work. 1'hi:-- \\"a:-- the la~t 8C~.-;ion or thi::; 

'-' . 

i,na.nl. On the -!th of ApriL 1 Sl)-+. )L C. \Yillis~ I. P. 
\Yi11~low and. f ~:tia h Tr;_t ,-i~. ,,-ho hail l 1cc11 elcd.ed at the 
:\"o\-. cle~tinn. a:-;~nn1ed tl1c~ duties of the oflicc. E .. A. 
~puoth.'l" h:.vl been at i he ~;_~.1ne ti1nc elt>t:.ted clerk. rfhis 
h >:lrtl ;)rg·,tni ~ed by ehu--):--in~· :\L C. \Villi:-; chctiru1an. Upon 
con:,ideration of the jail <1uc~tio11~ they tle<..'."itled that they 
had Ill) antho1·ity to erect publ1e building·~ witho11t fir::-t =snb-
1nittiu; the t1ue:-;tion tu :i. Y1>te of the eleetor~ of the county~ 
and the\· thercl"ore c..lisehar!.!·cd the co1n1ni~::;ioncr frori1 . ~ 

further dut,· in the 1nattt·r. _\t their sc:--:::.ion in the follow-. 
in~ .July~ they de~i<lcd to ~nl>1111t the qu1-."\:-;tion of buildin3· 
a jail to a \-ote of the 1,eople at t11 e next g·cneral election. 
T'he recortls of the co11nh- fa.H to ~hu\\"- that a1n"" ·vote 

~ .,, 

w·a:-; taken up!)ll ! hi~ ~nlijt:ct; ln1t. it :-;een1:-; that a vote ,nt~ 
taken to tlc<.;idc ,,·hether the sd10(,l lands in. the county 
~lwnhl be :sr)ld or nut, an<.l it was deeided in the aflinna
tive o\· a vote of ::•JS to ,;;). .A 1110:--t unfo:-tuna.te · deeision .,, 

for the sd1oul fund, as fiyc year~ lat.er the ]aud.~ ·were. 
\\"Orth three ti1ncs as 1nnd1 ;.\ t the Jan.·~e8::.ion, l~•i~\ ~lr. 
"fraYi~ tendcrc(l hi::; re::-i!.!nation as eonntv con1m1~~ione1·, 

~J • ~ 

and \r illian1 1lorri~ \\-as appointed to fill tlic Yacancy. Oi1 
the :!.ind of Uet., 18t.•~->, 1~- L. Pount.l, County Treasurer, 
died .. and at a ~pecial tenn of- the eonrt, h0l<l for that 
pn r1.c>;o;c, tliL: following: resolutions wei:e . pa~scd : 
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'-'\V'HEREAS, in the n1ysterious orclel'ing of Divine Provi
dence, E. L. J>ound, 1''rca$urer of Brown cunuty, has been 
remo\°ed by sudden disease and death, the ref ore 

Resolved, that it is fitting that ·we should place upon 
record at this time, being called upon to appoint a. su<.;
cessor to fill the vacancy caused hy this death, our 
appreciation of his -unifor1n kindness in all our official 
intercourse. His fidelity to the intercst8 and respontii
bilities en'trusted to his care and perfect integrity in the 
<lischar6e of the duties of his office, ha ·re ,\-011 for hi1n our 
·highest esteem· and· affectionate regard. .\11d ,1,,.hilc ~-c 
1nourn hi5 departure as the loss of a. <lear, worthy and 
beloved friend, ,ve feelingly tender our syn1pathies tQ the 
family of the deceased, ,vho arc tbns ~uddc·uly over
,v_hehnecl with grief ju the loss of a ~in<l, affectionate antl 
beloved husband and father." -
• ,v. B. Harnett \Vas appointed treasurer to fill the 
vacancv . •. 

At the election i11 I,ove1uher, a ,·ote ,\-as taken OH the 
jail question, resulting in a vote of 1 ~t8 for buildiug a jail 
to Oc5 against. ~ubsequently, howeYer, ohjcctions ,\·ere 
raised that the vote ,vas not a fair one, as only 1,rinte_<l 
ballots in'Ta\·i.n· of the proposition were ftirnished at the 
polls, aucl a new election was ordered and the proposition 
,vas tlcfeateJ.. This see1ns to have been a ,vi!'jc decision 
~n the part of the vote1·s, for the county has Leen so 
co1nparati \·ely free· fron1 criine that it ha:; · cost 111uch 
less to keep the pri~oncrs in the jail of the adjoii1ing 
county than to 1uaintaiu a prison at ho1n~. The records 
of the county show that in twe11ty-011e years,- fro1n the 
.fir~t ~cttle111c11t of the couuh· . in 1855 to Julv ] 87t,, there ., ., 

ha,·e been hut thirtv-thrcc couvictious for <.;rin1c of all 
clas . .;e:;. Of these eight. were for as~a.ult aud l,attery. 
'fhir_tecn were fur grantl larceny, the oflcu~c lJ~iug, with 
few excepti6us, hor:;e stealing, aud in ahuu;;t every ca:::,e 
co•n1nitteu by 11011-re~ideut::; of the county \\·hilc· 11as~i11g 
through it. 'rhc other twelve convictions were divided a:-; 
follow:-; : Petty larcenv j · 1lcr1·ur,· 1 · foru-erv :2 · u-anlill!! ., ., ' , ., ., ' , e ., ' , .__ .__, 
~ ; :sclliug H,1u_ur, -!. -The · total length of all the 
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sentences \itas fortv·-threc vears and the total fines ~t-i7 ;"j_ ., .. 
lt is qnestiouable wheth~r any other county in the United 
States can pres~ut a 1nore favorable 8how-ing in this 
res·pcct. Brown county to-tlay has no jail. \Vho ,\·ill 
say that ulle is uceuetl ! 

This boa.rd of coon1uissiouers n1aua.~ed the fiuauces ._, 

vf the county l\~ith · great care and prude1ice. ~arly i11 
their tern1 of office, July, 18ti-!, county warrauts \\-ere 
at. par, and fro1n that ti1nc to the 1,rescut, a period of 
tn·eh·e year~, no county warrant has e\.·et been presented 
at the treasurer·s office that ·was uot vrou1ptly µaid at it~ 
1,a.r ,·aluc. · · ·---~ · 

But. little of general intet·e~t or in1portance occurred 
jn the countv durin~ the war. Tho:-:;e who ren1ai11ed 

., <..., 

a.t hon1e cult.i ni.ted thei1· fanns, and as the seasons ,vere 
favorable and price~ high all. in1pr0Yed their condition 
pecuniarily. So ntany, however, v:ere ahsen~ in the anny 
that nm n \' fields were left untillcd. and at the close of 

~ . . 

the war there were har<lh· as 1ua11Y acres under cultiva-
w ~ 

tion a~ a.t the conuneuce1uent. \Vhilc there had been 
a cousi<lcrahlc increase in wealth, there ha<l hccu no 
inunigratiou and cunscqttently 110 increa$C iu population. 
r 11 18ti.j there was a ,·cry general return of the solJier~, 
ancl to their praise, let it he said, they engaged 
heartily in acti ,·c work antl were the satne stea.dy ~ 
true, industrious 1nen that they were four years 
before,· u·he11 the ex~itcn1c11ts aitd tc1uptatio11s <.1f 

ariny ·1ite ,vere unknown to then1.. .dt the close. of 
1he war real estate in the c1Junty was extre1nely lo"·· 
rrhere ,va.s in<lee<l no den1and at all fur it, and choice 
tracts of land could be bought, withj11 a few 1nilcs 
of Hiawatha, at three dolhtrs per acre. ...-\. choice tract. of 
land, 1:!U acres, near ){orrill station, was sold during the 
,,·ar for a lnnH.lred dollar hill, a.nd this ~-hen gold wag 
at a hundred per cent. r,ren1iu1u. lu 18titi there 
wa::; a slight hurnigratiuu to the cou11ty, and this 
:;tcadily increased during 1867, 1808 and reaching 
its height in l~titl. Th~ iucreatic in the three year~ 



.. ------ . --- -- ----- -·-··-· -·· -·-- ··-···----~-·------------
heiug- nearly twu hundred per- cent. .New fai:u1s ,,-ere 
opened and in1pr0Ye1ncnts of all kind~ were rapidly 
carried forward. The c·ounty after all its 1wrd:--hip~ 
and deprin1tio11s· had awakenerl to. a nc\\· life. A111ong 
the e.H1~c~ pi-0Lluei11µ: tl1i~ increa.-;cd acti\·ity-, uo one \\·ns 

1nore pro111i11ent or tlid 1nore to attr~ct: the attcn tion of the 
peopl_e of other state~. than ·the liberal a.d,·erti~i11g of 
the Central Branch c·niou P~cific R. Jt Co. 

KICKAPOO HBSEl!\-ATlO~. 

1,hi~ <:01npany beea.IUC the pos~CS801':-i. of the 1\.ic:l,apuo 
Rcsern1tion under n trti:,tv n1a<.ie ,vitli thi:-:; tribe of Indian:-- • ., . . 

<la.,ed J unc :.:'.:Sth. 18tL~, <t11d ratified In· I're~ideut Lincoln 
' .. 

)fa,· :.)3th~ 18ti3. the Indians rescr\-:in~· 01th· thirtv· ~c:etiu?l~ 
• .. J ~· w ~ 

near the southwe~t tori1cr of nrow11 cuturty~ uu<l ,1 iew 
~tnall and ~cattercd tra<:.ts were takc·n I ►\.: n1c1ul>ers ·ur ... . 
the tribe. 1,hc con1pauy nc,p1ired title to 1~7~;,,~>~ ac-re:--. 
of. wliid1 1_nn:_;h the large1· part wa~ in Bn>\nt coruity. 

Fot· thi~ lar!!e trat;t of· land:::; the I 11d1a11s re<;ein~d Bi . .:....; 
\... . -

pet acre. Ju 18tH> tl?e railroad cou1pa11y ath·erti~ed the:-c 
laud~ for 8a le. ~catteri1tg nm ps ,tn<l <le~<: 1·i ptiYe ti i-cular:-; 

ltroadt:a~t O\-er the whole cou11try. The fi1:st ~ale of land 
n1ade · hy the railroad co111pany in Br;1\\'H eou11ty ~ was 
effected on the 13th of ..\ i•ril. 18(j I. lh.1 ,·id · .J. Par. s ... . 

\\·as the parcha:-;er and the tract i~ · dcsci-ihe<l a:-; lut~ ,_; 
and 7 of :-=L'C. ~:.::, TowH ;J, Hauge 17 .. J)ui-i11g the year 
18o7, l~,~1f, ac.;rcs wc~·c S()l<l, and a~ the co1111-,uuy 
required a.11 ti111c 1mrcha~cr~ to i1nprovc 011c·~te11th of thl·ir 
lan<l end1 vP.ar for t:hrce Yeai·s, the llcservc was ~oon .. .. 
<lotted oYcr with farn1~. Only 18,.u:_;iJ acre~( of thi~ lai-g:e 
tract ren1ain~ un:;old, and inure than 1,..:dV indi·dd1tals are 
utunl.1eretl a1no11g the original pu1·cliaser~. · .A eollsid~rahle 
a1uo1111t of it has ~ince t;ha11gecl hands and :o;ouie trac1 s 
several ti1ne=". _ The hi.nd de1,art1nent or the t.:<:JIU}-1a11y, 
during the ""hfJlc tin1c l'run1 it::; orga11izat1uu nutil to-th1y_, 
has been under the ·direetion and cuu1plcte control of 
}l~j. \Y. · F"; J)owns, a:11d has Lecu 1na11agcd with great 
care and skill. \Y' hi1c the interests of the 
1·ailroad t=o~11pany have been carefully v,atched autl g11arded 
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cvcrvthiu~ kits been done that coulu 1;e cunsi~tcntlv to .- ,... . -
fav:o,r the settler~. rrhe utiuu~t. leniell<.:.\" l,a~ heen :-.htl'\\"ll 

. w 

tl1osc who were <lcliuqucnt in their pay1ueut~<_,/tinl'"' aU 
liaxc ltecn eneont-a!!cd in their etJ:Ji·t~ to n1a1' e-, hon1es. 

\...., 

\ rith LC\\-, Tery fe\\" except iou~ .. the p1irc ha:-;e r:-; dc~erved 
thc~e frn-ur:s .. fur fr~,\· llC\\' ~(Jl)Jluc~ are C\·e1· 1,le:-:;;-;ed with a 

n1ore sterli1tg·, huac~t and intlu~triou~ Gla~s of settler~ than 
those ,vho inipr(n-ed the Kiekapuu Re~f~r,·e; and HO por
t iou of Br1nn1 cuunt.v ean sho\,- finer farn.1::; or ·better . -
j n1proYClUCll t!-;. 

In the 11ort lt-ca~tcrn p<.>rt ioH ur the county there is 
~till all Intlian He$elTation bclon!.?.'in!! to the T_owas, and 

~ "·-

(!11lbral;iU~ so1ue l:! .. UIJO at-re~ of the choicest lands in ·-· 
the countv. · 1'hc ~cttle!neut of tlH:.':;e lauds would add 

"' 
la.rgclr to the wealth aut.l IH>pnlutio11 tJf the c..:onuty. 

THE f:!t.\~~HOPPElt. 

Xo sketch uf the county "·ould lJe coinpletc tha.t 
omitted t,_, n1_ention the raYagc:.; of this pest, a.nd a Ycry 
8erion~ question in the n1iuch; ·of thoughtful 1ne11~ is, 
whether the ,-i:;;ib-; of the lo~ust arc ~oiug tu Le fre(1ue11t 

'-' \_; 

cHottgh in the future to be a ~erious drawhack ou fa.nuin!!. ,_. . ~ 

It wnnld seent a safe rule to judge the future by the past. 
C p to 18Ho there ha.tl been uo gra~~hoppcr:-; :-;ce11 in the 
couut,-, 110!· had auv rcsitlent of the eountv the slit.ditest 

~ •. ~ ~ 

rcasou to apprehend a~1y danw{;c fron1 the1n. The county 
had then bceu settled tw·clve year$, an<l our people ,v-ere 
in hli~~rul ignorance of the cxi::;tcnce of this plague. In 
the latter part of ..August. of that year, reports were brought 
iu hy settler~ 011 the frontier that they liacl appeared there 
in inunP-ntie 11u111I1crs and were ,·ery dcstructiYe. Day hy 
clay r ... ~pol'ts · can1e that they ·\\·ere drawing nearer, and 
ahout. the 8th of Septe111ber they reached the wes~eru line 
of the cot1nty, 1110Yin~ from three to twelYe 1niles per day. 
On the 10th of Sept. the iuuuense anny, w-l1ich no n1an 
c:onld nu1nber, reaehed IIiawatha, de,·ourb1g e-rery green 
thing fron1 the face of the earth. The corn fields were 
literally ~tri11pe<l, leaving the . bare stalk 1\·ith the ears 
hanging to it, aud -the latter often hadly eaten. · The corn 
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·was too~ far : adYanced/ ho,Yc,·er .. for· then1 -to injure it.__Yery 
seriotislJ: ,· ai1 d .the --only -real loss-fron1: t he1n~ that fall was 
in the destruction of'" forage. · They · deposited inunense 
,1uautitie~ of egg~ which hatched out in the latter part of 
..April and early in ~Iay. 'fhi~ young ~rop ,rcn:, of cour~e~ 
ohlige,i to feed upon whatever was lYithin their reach 
until they were large enough to travel, an<l wheneYcr they 
hatched in larg:e uun1bers 11ea1· fields of s1na1l grain there 
was no possibility _of raising- "it. The Leaten paths and 
roatls and the 11ewly uroteu prairie sec1ued to be fa,·orite 
locations for depositing their e3·g;:;. .:\[auy fields of sn1a1l 
g-rain ,,-ere ei·1tirelr dP,stroved that $priuu.-., while manY u • el L.,; .. 

others escaped unharn1ed. 'fhe coru ,vas not so 111uch in-
jured though in sorne localitie~ the early co~·n ,,as destroy-
ecL A bont the :iUth of .June thev left and ·were not a!!ai"n 

v ~ 

~eei1 during the season. J3ut a s1nall lJOrtiou of the 
e(,unty ,vas under cultiYation then aud the total loss \Yn::; 

s1nall co111pared with that of 187 4. In the fall of 18!5~ 
they again appeared, l>nt far lc:;s nunterous and causing fa1~ 
less loss. Theil' app.earance at this tin1c cansed v~ry little 
exciten1ent and but slight"" i1uportance wa8 attached to it; 
a fi~\,· c~,.Q.°8 \\·ere <lerJosited aud the follo,vint-r snri11°· a few c~ o r e 
gardens were iujure<.1. but not n1uch attention wa::; pa.td to it. 
J.11 the eady 1,art c,f .. \.ugu~t, ] ~7 4, they agai11 appeared . 
...-\ t this tirue the coun tr\" we:;t was 1uiH;h hctter settled, autl ., . 

the. railroads, pencrrati11g to the lloeky )lountaiu:5-, 
brought the news of the a't"ll).road1iuo· ho~ts while the\:" were ._ 0 ., 

hundreds of 1niles awaY and weeks uefore thev rea(;hed 
~ w 

here• 'fhc season had been a very dry one, \.\ it.h frequent, 
hot south ,·rind~, so C<>1nn1on an at1endnnt of dru11ths, and 
so exceedingly disagreeable. The ·corn at best would ha n~ 
heen nearh· a failure, but what littie there wa~ of graiu or -
foliage speedily Ji~appcared. Tree~ were stripped of their 

· leave~. Apple an<l peach orehar<.1~ eould frelplently he 
seen 1oadrd ,Yith rich fruit but without a leaf' to protect it 
fron1 the hot .:-;un. In n1a11,~ eases the fruit ,vas 111tH;li ., . 

iujur~tL, and it ,Yas a co111mo11 sight to :see peach trees 
hUUf;Ylllg -full of pits'.' the n1e,it of the fr~1it h:-txing 1Jeen 
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ueatb· nihhled off. r n son1e cases the bark \Vas eaten 
frorn tree~. Xothing escaped, for they see1ned quite iu
«iiflercnt as to the quality of their food~ TonJato pla.nts, 
oniou~. and cn~n tohacc,, Jllant:-; ,\·ere utterlv destro\·ed . ., ., 

.\µ:aiu tht·y laid their cg·gs in inunen8c nun1hers. the groun<l 
bcin~ literally perforated l,y tlietu. Heavy freight trains 
on the railroads were frei]uently delayed for hour~ by 
1 heir gatheri11g- 011 the track in large ntunbcrs~ the wheels 
cntshin~ tlie1u a1td foi-n1ing au oily, soapy substance. 'fhe 
Ht.;Xt ~p•=iu~· l1ut little apprehension of 1nuch da1nage )Vas 

felt. and the fa?·n1er~ pnt in an unusual arnount of small 
;,.;-rai11. · \rht:11 1 lie wu.r111 days of spriug ca1ne the little 
pests hatched out in uu1nbers far exceeding anything 
before cxperieuc:e1L 'fhe ~easou \\-"'as unusually favorable 
for ~111:dl :.rrain. and <.>H the 1st of .:\lav there ,ras as . . ., 

li,~e a pr,.,spcct of (111 ahnnda11t har,·est as \Yas ever kn(,wn. 
·rra <.h1y:-- later the 111yriad~ of little locusts,frtst de,~eloping~ 
wt:re rapidly 8 ,\·eef.>ing it away,and on the 1st of Juue but few 
liclcls oi• ~rain we.re left. in the county. The eastern part 
uf the county ~llftere,1 1nuch more than the w·estern half, 
owiu:,!· to tltt•r.- h:u~iag heeu fewer egg-s deposited' in the 
Jatt~r set:tio11. 'fhe corn \\ as ruuch injured; nearly all the 
fi r~t plautiug was utterly destroyed. )Iany re-planted at 
011cc w!thout \,·aiting until they had passed . away, and 
aµ-aiu lost it. ::ilJ. 111 one case, a farn1er planted two 
hnndrcd acre:-:; four tiiues. rrhose ,vere indeed, dark davs ., 

for the farn1er::-. All hope for raising anything for the 
~ea~oll ,\·as \,·ell-nigh gone. The middle of June came and 
~till the locu~ts tarried. 11hc farn1ers ,\·ith wonderful 
,_·onra.g-e aud patience had ploughed up their s1nall grain 
field:-; when; tlie crop had been destroyed, and ·were bu~ily 
'~·u~agf~d in plau ti ug curu. Frorn the 1:!th to the 20th of 
.lnuc an i1.11n1t.:11;-;c au1ount of corn ·was planted. In an 
11rdinary sea:-;on this would have been -too late to ma1;.e any 
crop, hut. the ~ea:-;on ·proved 1nost favorable. Rains were 
frcr,ucut a1ul n,Jt tou heav,·. ..:\ bout the ~0th of June the - ., 

grasshoppers co1n1ncnced leaving, and by the 25th not one 
c·unld he· found. If c,rer men show·ed true pluck under 



<liscoiu-agiug circu111stances, t~1e furu1erti did duriug the 
spriu~: of 1,;_)7;>. Hra\-er me11 11eve1· lh-ed-truer men 
never l,it bread. The sea.son· contiuued t~ivorahle and an 
im1nense cr;)p of corn and ,·egctahles was rai:--ed. 

It.\ lLW) .\ 1 >~. 

Early in 1 ~tjJ a1i effort -. ,vas 1natle to build a railroad 
fron1 ~L J o~eµh, west.. through the northern tier or 
counties in Kan:-;<1s. and tour 1nile~ of track was laid cu11-
11ectia~ Ellwood aHd \fathcn<1 : _ l,11t the war stopped all 
,n.,i-k 011 it .. untl nothing further· wa~ done for .. ~e·1·eral years. 
In l~i5ti an atternpt \\·a:-; a!!aiu n1ade to reviYe the work. . ..__ . 

aud the Le!!·i:-:-lature of that ~-ear doiiuted 1~.\nuu acres of . . . 
land to the Xorthen1 Kau;-;a:-. R. R. Co.~ an yrga11izatio11 
that- ha<l l;eeH tunned f<n· the purpose or receiYing and 
n1akin!! axailahh~ thi:-. d1.>1u1.tion t t·o1n tht· state. ·-

_The itH.:orpur:i tor~ of this cunqm.ny n1et for the put·po~e 
of organization at IIi<r watha, )lay l~th, l~UG. and elected 
Tho~. O~l;orn. Ceo. G rahan1~ ~an1 ~ l Lappin. ~J. E. ~n1ith .. 
~a111·1 ~peer~ -,r. B. Barnett~ .J. I>, Hru1nbaugh, E. C. 
)tanni11::1:, n . .E. Barlard,.F. If. flrcnning· aud B. X. ~Ior
rill.. directors. Sa111 'i Lap1,i11 ,._, as cho:-;eu Pr4-_•sident, 
F. IL 1)r;..:n11i11~· ~ecretar\· .. ,Y. H. Haruett Tr~t~urer and ~- .. 
D. E. Balht!·d Land .Agent. On the] 5th of }lay a propr>-
8ition was sul,a1itted to the people to·issue Bl~;j.,1)1_)(, of the 

honds of the eon11ty to this company to aid iu building- a 
railroad tl1rougl1 the county, '1n<l it w·a~ defeated by a 
.tiruall uuuo1·ity. Ou the 1,;th of June a vote ·was again 
ta~ell upon a propo~ition to i~~ue $1 ;_)() ,Odd of the houds of 
the county for the san1e purpo:-5c, :-;u111e of the oojectionaf 
feahn·e:-; of the p1:e\·iou~ propo~iti•>H being changed~ and it 
carried by u 1najority of 1 {)j vote:;. ~uuu aft~r, the 
:X,>rtheru Kttnsas R. R. Co. con~u!idated with the ~t .. Ju. 
t.t" J). C. IL R. Co.. the ue,\· orga.niz a tion assun1iug the 
};1.Uet· na1ne. Ln l~i>D the road \Va~ ~Ta(led as far a:S ... , 
lliawatha, and in .January, 187.), the tir.-;t rail was laid in 
t.he coull t\·. ..\ bont the ~0th of EeLrua rv reQ·ular trains ., .. '-' 

co1u111enced runu-in!.!' to Robin::;on. H. l\L _ ltohinson taking ... , '-' 

chai-.~e of the station at that pince. Ou the 7th of )fat·i.;:h 



--------------------------
t hf~ trains ran to Barnu1n,s field., adjoining the~to,vu·~ite c,f 
1Iiawatha. .:\ ter11porary platforn1 ,vas built there, and for 
t wu or three weeks the trains left that point. 1'he ·.present 
depot ,ra.:--. soon after erected, a11d as soon as the track 
could he laid trains were run to it, the first train reaching 
the present Hiaw·atha depot. early in April. H. 11. Robin
~on was placed in charge of the station~ and bas continued 
lt) disc:hanrc the duties ever since to the full satisfaction of ._, . 

all. Fron1 hin1 the f ollotXiu~; state1nents of the business of 
'-

the rrJad for the 1nonths of August, 1870 and 1874t_ ,:vcre 
obtained: 

Fr~ight Recch·ed., .August, 1~,0 
" Fonnu·ded .... ·• 

Freight. R~ceiveo., .\.ugu:st, 187tj 
-· .lf 01.·wanlc<l •• .;, 

ltcceipts fur August, 18,0 . •• 

.. fotal 

,rith the con1pletion of the road t,, Hia~~atha the town 
co1u1ne1tcctl a 1·apid growth, ,vhiclt, uotwithstanding the 
hard ti1ne~~ ha~ continued to a great degree ever since. 
1'he work oa the road ,Ya~ pushed rapidly during the 
sunuuer of l 870 .. and in .August the car.; "'·ere running t.o 
~a.1,etha. iu Xcnwha cotu1h·. 

of 

~CHOOLS. 

'The citizens <.1f Bro\\·n county., fron1 its early settlement, 
have taken an active interest in schools, and the result is 
sho,f'n in the nu1nerous con1fortable and tasty school 
hon8es tl1at a.re fc)und in eYery part of the county. Schools 
were taught in the county as early as 1856 and 1857, but 
the first regular organized district was . the '' Carson Dis
trict.," 01·ganized hy Snpt. J. A. Stanley, )larch 1 l th~ 1859. 



-------. - ··---· . 

On the ~1st of April the first school_ board ·was Blet;t-ed : 
Xoah Ha11~on, Direttor_ . . ' I. B. Hoover. Clerk 

- . ·" I - . . 

..c\.. · lr. KeudaH~ 'Irea.surer. 
'fhc uext . oi·ganized <.li;-;trict .wa~, the one atljui11iHg·~ in 

the )lyers "neighliorhood. 'J]1c .A1111ual Report of the 
county ·~uperintendent foi- J;S;jt, :-5hows that there were ill 
Brown county, at that tin1e, :.!O-! children of :sehool age. 
That_ two schools had Leen taught, and that !}.j childreu 
had attended these schools. The total amount of 1no11e\-,. 

raised that · vear for huilding· school hou:-;es "·a:-; ~ft~,_.. 
~ ~ 

There \'r-erc four or!!·anized district~ in the couut \. anu -tw,J 
~ J 

school houses. ~ow, there are ~ixt\· seve11 sc11ool <listrict~ 
wholly within the colinty~ and se,-ei"'1 joiut <li~trict:S 1nade 
up partly of territory '"-ithin the couuty. These di!'itrjcts 
all have house~~ a11d, with the exception of eight or ten .. 
the buildings are highly cre<litablc to the citizens. 'The 
total Yaluatiou of the:-;e bnildings including- fur11iture .. i.s ,t~, .000. A..11 of the district::; have 1na.intai11ed schools the 
past year~-uune le~s than three uronths while rnauy haYC 
l1atl Hine 1nonths; th~~ a,·erage in the whole cuunty Lein~ 
n1ore than six 1nonths. The total 11u111ber of chil<lrcu ·Uf 
school age in the coJ111ty ju 1~7 5 wati ~;J;:,;!, and the tit1n1 of 
$~D ,:!--!ti \,-a:-; r~i~ed f11r ~chool purpo~cs that yea1· .. 

CHCRCHE~~ 

A brief snnuna1T of the different chureh urganizatio11s is 
all tha.t. can be giv.,en .. Lu 1857 clergy111eu of- different de
nominations held reg-ular services throughout the cou11ty 
~..\..s there ·were no church buildings or ~chool hotisc:s thc~e 
meetings ,\-ere held during the :winter, in private house:-;, 
and in the pleasant weather of ~u1u1ner in groves. 'fhe 
~Iethodi~t, Congregationalist · and Baptist organization~ 
were first represeuted. For the first fiye year~ the ::\Ietho
dists had but little strength and gained \·cry slowly. l n 
June, 18U1, they had a 111emLership of but fittee11. ReY~. 
A..llspaugh, Lawrence, Green and Buffiington we1·e the first 
,yorkers in the new· field. In 18tiJ-tij Rev. )Ir. Hufii1w:toH 
preached on a circuit c1nhraciug 8~Letha, Padonja, P~ney 
Creek, Han1lin, Capio1na aud Grenada. On the 1:Zth of 
April, l~G~, a conference was held at Hamlin. ...lt this 
session E. N, Knapp and John Belk ,Yere elected steward~. 
~rhere ,vere at this tin1e nineteen n1e1ubers in full co1nn1un
ion and fifty-eight 01~ proh~tion. The growth of the chun:h 



,\·as fron1 this tin1c quite rapid. In l 8fiti they erected th~ir 
fir~t church ltuildin!.! .. the :--11b~tantiul stone now standing· in 

t ,. ... 

Hia\\·atha. rl'he corner ~tone ,\·a~ laid with i1upos1ng eere-. '-' 

1uo1i~- on the .jth of '"1 uly of that year~ _The memhership_ 
HO\\. nun1her~ hetween three aud four hundre<l~ and ther 
l1av1.~ anorl1et· :--ub~iaut i~tl clnn·1:h cdifitc at Huhin~o11. · 

The Co11~-re2:ationc1li~t~ fir~t ·(H·~auiied at house of E. H. 
~ile~. on ,,·a h;llt c:reek. ~ept .. :2t>ti~, I oh,. HeYS. J. II. Ry-rd 
and R. P. Fa1·ner conductiug th~ service:-;, and eigh,t per
=--nn~ w·ere rt.:;~eh·cd info the ne,, church. ,Jnne 3uth, I S~ft 
HeY. c;. <;_ Ri~'-'. ~onHner!eed. hi~ 1niuisterial lahor.5 ·with 
thi~ church and continued • with the1u seYeral yeart-. 
Chui-di org·anizatiuus ;ire no~,- 1uui11tai11eJ at Hiawatha~ 
:Fa i r\"iew a1td Ila n1 li11. 'fh i:-; deuo1ni lHtti,>n ha~ ~uustan tial 
c:hnn.:h buildi1t;.!·~ at Ifia wath:1 aud Ban1lia, iu1d a n1en1ber
:--htp in thP i.·utint.~- of •JJH~ hutH1red and twent~--. . 

The Bapti~t~ fir~t con1n1e11ced their ,vork 111 this conuty
iu 1~:>'°'. the Re\·. ~Ir. Frink lH·ing the first regular 1niai::;ter . \., ·-
t, f th,1t t.leno1niuatiou. 'fhe rear before Rev. )Ir. 'I'uw·ne 
had prcacheu se,·eral ti n1c~ at. hoth,e of E. 11. Xiles, but he 
left the ,·onntr_,· i1n111ediately afte1· the Iowa. Trust Land 
.,ule~- He,·. )lr. Frink wa:-; aa able and earn~st n1a11, hut 
hi~ lahor~ in-the ~tat-c l'tCn~ ~hurt as hB died in 180 J. In 
1s.;!• Elder Hoch!·e. of )!ichiQ"an. father of )Irs. E .. A .• .. _ . . .. 

~pooner .. preache<l Yery acceptably on ,,-alnut cr~ek. The 
fir:4 church onranizatiou in the conntv of this deno1ni1u1-"'- . . 
t iim was entered into at house of Luthe1· Sperry·~ near 
Hiawatha, in l~riO. Elder 'I'ihhcts., of Kew. York, wa~ 
1noderator •)f tl1e preshyte1·y tl1at organized this church. 
It ·was called the Fir~t Bapti~t. church of IIinwatha, and 
Rev. )1 r ... ..\.h,·ard preached the scrn1on on the occasion. 
This de1101niuation has been repre~ente<l hy able, earnest 
iuen and has inerea:,;ed rapidly in the county. It 110w ha~ 
in the cottntY, onr: t:hnreh huilding-. frre or ~anized churt..:hes~ 
se\"en ministers a11<J a n1e1nbershi1_; ·(:>1··ne~1-ly four ,run<lred. 

The first Pre$byterian church in the county was organ
ized by Rev. F. E. Sheldon, at Hiawatha, on the 1 \:th of 
July, 1870. 1n July, 18,2, l?ev. S. 'r. D~n-is t_ook charge 
oft he ,vork, and under his earne~t and eflit.:ieut labors tile 
church increased rapidly in 111unb,~-rs. They now have a. 
neat and tasty L~·ick church thirty by forty feet and a. 
n1emher~hip of nearly fifty. A few mouth~ ~iuce Rev. )11·. 



DaYis left for a wider field of labor to tbe irreparable loss 
of this church. . 

The first Christian church in the countv was organized 
by Re,-. 1'. K. Hansberry, in 1868, antl Wc~s · k110,\-ii as fhe 
IIa1nlin and Padonia church~ and for three ve::trs )Ir. II an~-.. .. ., 

berr\· had char~re of it. Kow, there are two large chun:he~ . ,_ ~ 

at these places under the charge of tle\·s .. J. F. Berry- autl 
Jas. )fcGu1re. ..A.t Han1lin a large church building has jtist 
been erected and the society is in a flourishing _conditiou. 
In the county there are fh·e organized cln1rt·hes of this de
no1ninatio11 with a 1ne1nber . ..;hiv of over fou1· hnudre{l. 

Rev. John Beck., of the lleforn1e<l church~ organized it~ 
first society in the countv 011 the ~8th of June~ 18.~L at - ~ , 

G:rand Prairie. lt BO\V has flourishing churches at Hiawa-
tha, Grand Prairie and ·FairTiew, 1n11nbering in all abont 
:,eventy-th·c n1e1nbers~ under the .charge of R~v. E. Richard~. 

Re,· .. J. I-1. Ballou ( Cni\-crsali8t,) organized a church . 
...i.ug.~ 1867, at Hiawat+,a.~of t\\-enty-one 111c1nherg,. aud ReY:-::. 
Ballou, ,Yhitney, Heb hard and Bartlett were its n1i nistcr.:; ; 
ior two j·ear8 no regular ser\·ices have hccu 11t·lcJ. 

rrhe Cu1nberland Pn!shvterians al~(, l1ad an: orgauiza-
v ~ 

tion for ~eYeral ,-ear:-;,_ lnlt of late uo rnceting:-; ha Ye been . ~ , 

hel<l. · 
1"hc Catholics have a church building at )Iara\·~, built 

in 18tJ~, ~nd a fi.ouri~hing organization Tlicy haYe abo 
au orgauizntion in the we.stern part of the county. 

1'he Episcopal chn_rch has been represented in the county 
. since 18'5G by ReY. Geo. 'Tun1er, ·who hu~ been actiYely en
gaged in ad,·ancing the interests of t.h~1t ~ect. 

.All of the churche8 have been act.h·ch- ClH!'au-ed in the 
., <..j .... 

~abbath ~chool ,vork. l)uri112· the su111111er of lt> 7,> thirh·-
~ ., 

five ~aboath schools were su~tained in the county. The 
reports fron1 Powhattan, "\\-alnut and Iliawatha to,nlsiiip=' 
sho"- 150iJ persons enrolled in the sabbath school~ of tho~e 
to,~nship'6. The other five townships ha Ye failed to rep1)l"t' 

but it is safe to say that. three thousand persous are con
nected ·with the sabLath schools of the county. ·T'hi:; e1n-. . 
braces at least-one-third of the population of the county. 

XE\\"Sl' .\PEH~. 

'rhe fir:5t 11e·wspaper in- the county, a.:; has heen before 
stated, ,vas publishe,l in spring of l~Hl by Dr. l~. G. Par
ker. It .had a hard struggle for existence and when the of
lice was destroved hY tire the followin~ winte1· · no effi)!·t ., . .. . '-



,vas 1uadc to reYive it. ()n the :iOth of Aug., 180-!, H. P. 
~tebbins connnenced the publication of the Union Senti
nel. .Fro1n a file of this paper, in the pos:se~sion of Capt. 
1. J. Lacoek .. \\-e learn that the .First .. :\.nnual Exhibition of 
the Brown County· A2-rieultnral ~ocieh- ·was held Oct. 13th . - '~ . ., 
and 1-!t11':, 18li-!, aud was considered a decided success. 
rrhat fall an eutcrpriw wa:-; inaugurated to: l>uild tl wind 
flouring n1ill upon an entirely new principle, and during
the tt,,, o succeeding yeai-s a large circular building \\-a~ 
erected on the north-east portion of the tow·n site. The 
1nill was cou1pleted at a cust of nearly Sl:2~000, b_ut "-a;-; 
nut ~ucces~fnl, anu at this tin1e no Yestige of the huildiu~· 

'--' ~-

remains. Jir. ~tebhins continued the publicatjou of hi~ 
paper 1inder 1nauy difticulties until the 16th of .~ ugust~ 
l~oG .. w·hen he transferred it to Ira J. Lacock and J. ,r. 
Oberholtzer who at once 1nade a decided in1pro-ren1ent in 
it. The f0Uo,1d11g noti(~C u-hich \\~e find in its issue of Oct. 
;jd, 18Li7 ~ gives a good idea of the business houses of Hia
\\·atha at that ti1:nc. and :show~ a striking contrast "-hen . . ~ 

co1uvar~<l "-ith the business bou~es of to-uay: 
·The undcr:-i;;oed hereby agree to clo:;c :heil." store.:1 anu places of bu sine.ss on Frida.y, 

O:t. 4th, lSt:ii, it heing the S(.-con,1 day of tb.e .Fai:-, &c., &c., 
Gr.L\·P.S & Stretd1, W. B. B>t.rnett, Schillio~ & Jleiseubeimer, R. S. Fairchild. 

Oa the 7th nf Xo\·. 18f,"'i. )Ie~!';r~. Lacock & Oberholtzer 
:-;nl(l their iuterJ~t iu the ~entiuel to DaYid I)owncr, and 
ret.i red fto1u tho lnt!-5ines:-; q uitc satisfied that publishin~ a 
Hewspaµer in :i. HC\\. ,"!onuty re•tnired a large a.111ount of labor 
for a very s111aH co1npe11~atio11. )Jr. Dowuer eontinued tlH: 
pul.lication .,r tl1e ~e11 ti Bel t111 til ( )ot. 1st::- 1~, ,) , ·w hell it 
,ptiet ly l,1·eathed irs ht-5t, no uoti<.;e wl1rttc\·c1· ha vi11 6· been 
gin_~ll that it- would be <li:-;c,-Jn~inned. 'fhe pro:,uble c~u:-;e 
of this suddt•n d•;:s.th of th-:..· ~eiltiucl 1uay l,e funnd in the 
fitct~ that., 011 t.hc jt_;th of ApriL Ji,,:,, .A. ~. Ruley had 
Cl)tun1e11ccd the publ icatiou of the 1-Iia wath:l Di~pa tch, 
which still liYc~ tu ca.1-rr it.:-; \Yec'.d.\· 1ue~:;:q~e t{, it8 1nany 
reader=" .• Juuc., 1~7-1, Da\·is & \rat~o.11· co1111nc11ccc.! tJw 
llublication of the Bro,i, n Couuty Ac.h·ucate. and on the =2:;cl 
of Julr~ 1K74~ )Ir. \\'"atsun retired antl ~ L. i{obert.:;; :"\U~

ceeded hi111. .About the 21.:th c,;f Feb., J~;j, ~Ir. Davis re
tired ~n<l I>. L. Burger beca1nc i11tercstcrl i'n its publicatio11. 
I 11 0.;t.. 18 7 ;,.the ua1ne \vas cha11u-ed to the I~an;:;tts Ilerald . 
. A. 1,_ )I<.:C1·ca1·y het;arue a 1ne1u1;;::1· of t11e lir111. re1uai11-
ing: till .April, 18,'ti., when he retired and Burger<.\'.: Robe1t::; 
a~sn:ned control azain. The f-Tei·a.ld. is well estahli~hed. - ~ 



------------
Tbe following is a list of the nutnes ·of those who haYe 

'-' 

representecl Brow11 county in the territorial _and state legis-
lature, with Yotes of opposing candidates and 1ne111her~ of 
council; district co1nprisiug DonJphan, Brown, ~e111aha~ 
:a1arshall.l{ilev and Pottowatton1ie and all that scctiuu or 1 h c 

~tate we~t o{ those <.:onutics ( bciil~ 1no1·e than one-:fonrt h - . 
of all the statc,in point or area~) entitled to two n1en1her": · 

Oct. i>~ 1857. B. Hardin;.!· F. ~- of \Yathe11a 1 :!.).-) 
~-\ .J. :)Jea,f H -· of )lanlwtten }~;~;,-> 

Frank ~J. ~lar~hall De 111. ~, :, 

He11r\0 
~- Creal ·• ~. ~-) 

~ . 

.No,,.. 8, lb5U. l>istrict con1posed of Brown, ~e1naha, Potto
wattamie )iarsha11 and \Vashington~entitled to oue n1en1ber. 

Luther R. Pa h11t.•1· F. ~- -t-,1; 
<:;eo. <; ra I uu u • · · · 1 ;.;; , 
\r. \Y ." .fhtthrie ·· ... ::.o l 
Cha:;. It De1uiug l>e111. 1~.! 

-Dec·. 6" 1859. l~lectiou held under the \Yvandotte coustitu-. ., 
tiou, .A.tcl1isc1n and Brown corn pri:,;ing the dit-trict ; entitled 
t.o two ~ena.torf;. 

..Jolin A .. )Iarti1\ Hep. 
H. R. l)uttou · · 
~an1uel ,r. ,vatle Dew. 
G. 0. Cha.se · " 

! t] f) 

q-.:. -• . -', 

Nov. 5, 1861. Election to fill vacancies: John .A. )Iartiu 
having been appointed postn1astcr and H. R. Dutton 
elected State Treasurer. 

"\Y. B. Ba ruett Rep, 
John J. Jng-all:s ;, 

l, 

J i8-! 
814 

Geo. "\V. Bow·111an Rep. , <.l,.> 
N" ov-. 4. 1862. Brown and N en1ahu con1prising the district. 

X OY ·- 8, 186-1. 
_Byron ~perry Rep. t,:;~ 
San111el .A. Speer· Rep. 4 7 ~] 
Ja1nes A. Poµe "· :Z51 

Xov 6, 1866. Georo-e Grahan:1 ·- 7 57 0 

J. E. Smith Deni. :2~4 
Nov. 3: 1868. Albert G. ~peer Rep. 11~ 

J. )I.art in Dem. ~ 

MV. 8. 1~'10. Jos. Cracraft Ind. Rep. ~~ 

w. B. Slo.;l-on " 901 
· ~ov. 5. 187~- E.N. lfomll ,, 21% 

J. S. Tyler Lib. " 1~·, .... 
~CY. 3, 1874. J· .M. Miller " 148:> 

J~. Crat:a!~ Reform 1219 



Dace' tif Eh.-..:tion X.1.m~ •:.,f C,rn(l:tlat◄~- No. of ·votes 

Oet. -;"i .. 18->7. )[cnther:-- of J{t>u_~e of Representatives. 
JJrowu and ~ciuaha e11tiilcd to one incn1her. 

J.~ ,- "'I ,. ··1 1 1,~ ~ ... - , • ~' 0. I l l · • , . 

E. )-1. Hul_>l1arri Dent. 
Ceo. Grah}u11 J{ep. 1~!) 
IL H. Pa ltt~rsou Den1. T;{ 

fl ~uthcrland Rep. 28 
~-u,·. 8, 18->!J. Bru,\·n county h:_·ing: eutit led to one u1~mher. 

JI. R. Hutton Hep. · 23J 
.. \.. B . .:\.ndcrsou Rep. 60 

l)ec. H. l ~5n. Elect.ion under the \Yyandotte Coustitution . 
. .:\tehi~on and Brown hf.!iug· one Ilistrict entitled to six 
1ncn1ber8. The Yohi or . .\.t~:hi~on count_,.- was not return
ed to the ~ccrctary of ~tate. 1 ra H. Smith and G-eo. E. 
_ I. rwin were rhe candidates fro1n Brown county, the for
n1cr reeeh-in<,! in this couuh· 175 Yotes~ the latter 168 c.... _,. • 

Yote~. ..\tehisun county also gave )Ir. S1nith ·a Jnajority 
and he ·was coHsequentl_r electe(L 

~ o\·. u .. I t:t;O. \\-. ,y. fiuthrje Rep. 261 
161 Ira ~I. .f-'acol;k Dent. . 

1'. ov .. :;. 1 :-;~ 1. .Atchison a1Hl Brown sau1e- district. 
0 .. H. )I.cCauley Rep. 
JI. C. \\.illis Dcn1. 

Brot.,·u count\· heinc- a sing-le district. 
w ..... '-

I. ra. ,T. Lacock Rep. 
I). K . .Babbit 0 6 

XO\·. 3~ lSo;;. B~·0wn county being entitled to two n1embers 
1 lth J>i~t-. Ira. ,r. Lacock Rep. llb 

·· ·· .Lewi~ C. Dunn Rep. 62 
I ttlt ~, (ic•1. E. Irwin ... · 7;{ 

... ·· )f. L. ~aw·in 45 
~ov. ~. 1~6-t. 11th •• ~-- P. Ra,,·ling-s 1.. 119 

-~ -· R. E. H::inson1 •· ~3 
J :!th ·· I). ~utherJand ·· 87 ... ... .r.. ~. 'l\· h~ r . . 61 

., 
Xo,. . -, l st,.j . 11 t.it -~ 1.ra .J. Laco~k •• 143 -· 

lith . .. C .. E. Parker- •• 110 ~, .. , J. )f .. ~Ieredith Dc1u. 44 
X 1·-. ·5 ... o,. 6., ~h . 11th " :.\L C. lfil1is. Rep. - 192 , .. ... J. ,,-. Obe rh,)1tz,:-.r. "Rep. 11-1 

12th 
., , .... V Parker. ... 1 . .;~ 

~ • .,!J. _c,,.;...., 

'" , .. Robt. Rhea, De111. 9 



Da. te or i:iection 

Nov. t>. ] 867 

Nov. 8, 1870 

11 tl1 ·Dist.· }~. Bierer, Rep. 
·· .. ~ · lra ·J. La(.;ock, Hep. -

1 ith ·· ~r ohn Downs, ·· 

11th Dist. )I. B. Bo,i,-er:::;, H.ep. 
~an1 ·1 ~niouse. De1n. , 

Geo. 1~. .Erwin, l{ep. 
.Toh_n ~- rfylei-, " 
John .J[e1·edith, Den1, 

l l th Dist. J _, F. Babbit, Rep. 
·· .... E. Bierer J)cni. 

1 ith ·· \ C . -), 
.a.. urt.Is hep. .. 1). L. .luderson Rep. 

No. of votes 

217 

4:!8 
130 
130 
119 
42 

317 
113 
102 
56 

11th Ilh~t. J. 1''. Ba.bhit H.ep. 225 
•• -~ .A. G. ~peer ... 132 
·· ... Chas. Knabb Dem. 20 I 

12th ,. C. E. Parker Rep. lfJ6 
·' ,,; G. E. Irwin ·" 6 

Nov. 7, 187 I. kro,,n county entitled to one men1ber. 

11,.- - g- ) ... , OY. ~, l , :. 

Xov. -, 187-i 

C. F'. Bowro11 Rep. 747 
1l. A. Parsons De1u. 31.5 

C F 1-, Re l l"_;"J·-~ • • DOWTOll \. ·P· 
R. F. Killey Lib. Rep. 3~;1 

Jos. l> !lardy Ref. l{cp. 
Johi1 (;. Spenser 467 

1\-L C. \Yillis Rep. 69~ 
~Tos. D~ Hardy Ref. Rep. 641 

J.P.- Da:v~is Rev. . . . 

J. P. )Iulhollen Den1. 



1'he fullowing•tables give the n~nes of candidates for 
co nut,· office:-; ,,-ith \-ote east cit ea(:h election since 1 ~.-;;? : - . 

.... 

1te~i:4rar of Deed~ .. 

CiJUllt\~ rr l°Ca~Ul"L;i. .. 

l ~n,hat e J ud.!.!·c 
( °iH1nt,- Cl,·r:, . 
I 'ro:.ecnt i 11p: At toruey 
Cntllll ,- ~tll"Yf•\'t)r .. . 
Co. ~u pt. of Pub. lnst:. 

-·· - ◄-~ 

.!\a.me of Caut!if!at~ 

John H. ~chenck 
.A. 31. GifliJrr.l 
flenry ,Yoodward 
l)avid I>eeb1e~ 
(}co .• J. En~lehurt . .._, 

~an1. "\Y. '\Vade 
l~cnj. F. Killey 
l~cnry Gra Ye~ 
Joel G. -Kelsc ,, .. 
Ira H. Smith 
J arncs. H. Stanley 
A.ndrevr .r. ~elleg 

. '--' 

ELECTIOS HELH OI-.;C. tiTH, 18;j~). 
(Gullcr Wjauuvttc C<•nstitution.) 

I, rohate .Jud ~t: . , 
I) ist rict Cl erk 

... 
Co- ~upt. Pub. I ust. .. .. ... 

ELJ-;CTJO~ 
~;l!llt' ••f ( >fl;n~ 

Conuh· Cu1n1uitis·r~ 1st .. ... .. .. .. 
... ... id • ,.. ... ... 
.. . ~ .. ,., 
.. "· .") l .;_)(. 

Cuui1ty A~~essor . .;. W\o 

~filllc of Cawlicfa•1.• 

f~. Plan kin zton 
<-

-H.- L. Dean · 
Joel G. Kelsey 
.Joseph J'a.schal 
~I. c. ,viu i~ 

H~:l .. IJ JlAlt. ~tiTII, 1860. 
:\"awe of Can•lidate. 

DisL. ,v. B. Barnett ... L. C. Dunn ~- I. It Iloo,er 
.. .. .Xuah Hanson 
, .. ,,T. H. Piatt 

"" .Ja1nes ·Round 
r, \ 

..J• ......... ~pooner 
Joseph Paschal 

Xb. of •Ot€~ 
-·)•--.-
:.~, j 

~] 

1St• 
11~ 
16~-~ 
l:!O 
181. 
:;~-;--- . 

~o. of ,-ote.,; 

a~1ti 
17t, 
15-1 
.;.)J'] ... ). 

fJ~) . -, 

No. of vottis 

165 
48 

1.SS 
4!) 

IT 
;)o~/ - -
11 -_<) 

60 



H[STot:Y <"IF 

Xame of Office 

County .. \ssessor 
... .. 

, 

~al!le of c~J.Dtlida.te .. 
L. c.- I>unn 
.J 01111 i\Iax well 

ELECT I OS HI::LD XOV. uTH, 18H0. 
Xamc of Oftice 

Count\- Conuni~sioncr ... 
.... 

•• 
... 

Count v A::;ses:sor ., 

·Co.· Snpt. of ~chool~ 

Corone1· 

Same or Utlkc 

(
, l.. C . -
.,l)UJ) n· Olll lll 1SS1 Ollei .. ... 

.. 
~heriff 
Prohate ,Jndze 

<... 

ConntY 1'reasurcr ., 

Count Y Clerk 
Rezi::.;i rar- of Deeds ._ 

Couu t \" A.ssessor .. 

County ~Ur\·eyor . 
~npt. of Common ~chools 
Coroner 

Name vf Cantlitlate. 

J atues Rounci 
"\Villia~u , ... ussar 

i 

Lewis C. Ilunu 
)1. C. \Villi:; 
"\V. ~- )IcLaughli u 
\V. C. Foster 

}~ . .a. Spooner 
II. C. Gregg 
(1 c1 r)· 

1". r. 1.1cc 
rl, I" . ~einpcr 
]~. L. Puuutl 
~J. ,,-. Oberholtzer· 
l~- \\?. Plaukington 

'-

,Y. G. Sargent 
~ant. \\". ,v adc 

Name vt C:tutlida •t· 

Noah H·auso11 
~Tan1es Ilound 
Thot-:. Ellis 
I. B. 1-looYer 
,v. ,,~. Guthrie 

An1a sa. Owen 
(;cu . .T. Englehart. 
~a111. ~peer 
}~. L. Pound 
David Peebles 
W. J. IIart 
G. G. Rice 
E. II. Xiles 
G. G. Rice 
Orville I?oot 

No. of "°oh.-s 

13 
27 

!\o. of ,.-otP.s 

2~19 
~61 
.-,s·· -- ;) 

1U0 
l n~, 

€)€) 

163 
.)~Q _,u 
143 
~6;_) 

1.:)0 
itiO 
};)tl 

:2rJ4 
15-l 
14~ 

:X o. of Yot€s 

268 
26:? 
266 
:!65 
241 
lo 

200 
--.) ' .-

269 
~>-o -v 
160 

95 
266 
254 
264 



.llH.OWX (.XH.iNTY. 
-·· ----,---,--------------------------

ELECTIOX HELD NOV. 4TH, 1862. 
!'fame of Office 

Di~tdct Clerk 
Probate .Judge 

. .. • I',. .. ... .. 

Co. Supt. Public Inst. 

Ka.me of Candidate. 

.Joel G. I~elsey 
Geo. G. Rice 
B. F. Killey 
Geo. G. Rice 

., 

ELECTIOX H~~LD ~ov. td; 1863. 
~ame of Otli-ce 

Ceuuty Treasurer 
Coun tY- Clerk 

"' 
:-;Jier-itT 

. , .... 
I?egistrar of Deeds 
County . .:\.ssessor 

Connty Surve,or ., ., 

Coroner 

Countr Co1nn1issioner 
"' 

Sarne of CauJiaattJ 

E. L. Pound 
E. A. Spooner 
H. M. ltohinson 

. Chas. Fox 
J. "\V. Oberholtzer 
D. K. Babbit 
------ Sawver ., ., 
F:lbridge Chase 
,vn1. II. Jones 
R. H. Bollinger 
)1. C. "'\Villis 
Isaiah P. "\Vinslow 
Isaiah Travis 
R. H. Boilinger 

ELECTIOX HELD ~OV'. 8TH .. , 18f3-!. 
X amc of O flh.--e 

District Clerk 
Pro 1 >a.tc .J ndge 
County Attorney 
Co .. Supt. Public f nst. 

Xame o! C:tmiid:Lt-e 

J oel G. I{elsey 
E .. A. Spooner 
B. F. I{illcy 
~ oah Hanson 

(• 10,:•· ELECTIO~ HELU ~O't. )TH, 0\1.J. 

Xame of Oftice 

Conn ty Oo1nruis'r, 1st Dist 

" . ,, ,, 
" ,, ,, ~d " ,. ,, ,~ ,. 

" ~, 3d Dist 

'' " '' 
, , .. .. 

X,ic.1c of C11.n,lidate 

E. S. Barnum 
Isaiah P. ,,7.inslow 
W. C. ~levers . ., 
}~. A. Spoouer 
John ~Ia,glott ..... 
)I. C. "\Villis 

Xo. of votes 
•·F)9 ---
1f34, 
~t) 
. q f 9 
--:t ... 

x~. of Tot.es 

29!) 
298 
.267 

-' 301 
:268 

"'O•J -u -

.) -
:218 

--)00 
78 

313 
292 
310 

Xo. or votes 

116 
214 

71 
263 
148 
178 



6(.i 

~ante ()f Office. 

Countv Treasurer ., . ,, ,, 
County Clerk . 

Sheriff 
Registrar of Deeds 
County Assessor .. ,, 

" 
Countv Survevor ., ... 
Coroner 

HlSTOltY OF 

Name of Candidate. 

,v. lt Barnett 
Harvcv Seburn ., 

Joel G. Kel;,cv .. 
C. F. B<i\\'l'Oll . 

H. ~I. Robinson 
J. 1Y. Oberholtzer · 
A.. D. 1Vesterfiel<l 
....\.~ J' o,ven 
E. IL Xiles 
Geo. "\V. Park ct· 

ELECTIOX HELD ~OV. th'H, 18ut,. 
Same of Office 

Di:,trict Clerk 
Co. Supt. Public I 11st. 
Probate .. Jndo-c 

. 0 

Cuuutv .J .. ttorncv ., ., 

Xame or c ... u<lit.latc 

E. N. 11orrill 
.Noah Hanson 
E . .A. !-;pooucr 
H . .F. Killev ., 

}~. Bierer 
D. K .. Babbit 

ELI<:CTIOX HELD ~ov. ~)TH., 18ti7. 

Countv 1,rea::;uret· ., 

Co11nt-i-· Clerk ., 

8hcriff 

R.ct!'i~trar of l>ce<ls ,_ 

Couut.y SurYcyor 

County Connnis·r, 1st Dist.. 
.... ~~ .. ~ ... 
"" "" 2d ~, 
•• '" •l tl (.) ~" 
.... .. ... ~ .. r. • 

... ... 

N'atne of ('am.lida."t> 

\V. lt Barnett 
E. ~. ~lorril l 
J ,,,. s 

. ..;~ ..... ean1an 

Eli ~Io~er 
~T. K." Klinefelter 
J. ,Y. Ol>cl'l1oltzer 
.. I. 1{. Bu1111 
I>. I~. Bah1>i t 
J. O. Shannon 
B. II. ~iles 
~L B. Bowers 
.John \V alters 
Jat:oh .J. ,v cltiner 
~- ,\ .... \V adc 

1'heodore Schecker 
J. 1(. Dickiu::;011 

No. of votes 

1 ftl 
15, 
31.)fl 

,, ...... 
u-±u· 

1~) 
8-!0 
_.., 'f. 
~}-:t _) 

-:lJ,, 
.. f,:~ 
.,.,,·, ___ ,_ 

No. of yote-; 

titJ~{ 

-)~)~ 

~G, 
~>0.!) 

1Ht5 

• l 1 • 1 • ~) .>. ) 
_-)~l:_l --~--·-. ... \ ~ 

-€) ,0; .> 

:!~O 

1.),) --



6, 

\' ote· in Brown Countv- cast for the different countv offices 
w • ~ 

on Nov. 3d, 1868. Whole·number of votes cast ·. 873 
~ame of Oflice 

Clerk of Dist. Court 

Supt.· of Pub. Inst. 

... 
Probate Ju<l1.rc l':'.• 

~a.me of Candida.t~ 

E. N. liorrill 
David Glenn 
Xoah Hanson 
H. Hall 
B. F. Killey 
J. J. ~Iiles 
ll. K. Babbit 
Joseph Hall 

Xo . .:o~~e-S 

684 
178 
667 
193 
6,7 
179 
674 
181 

Vote for 1869. ,vhole nun1ber of votes cast - 645 
Xame of Office . 

Count"- Corurr!.issioner . ., 
•• 

Countv- Treasurer ., 

Counh- Clerk ., 

_Registrar of Deeds 

Sheriff 

,, 

Countv Survevor .. ., 

.Coroner 

Vote for X ov. 8, 1870. 
~a.me of Office 

Clerk of District Court 

Countv ..A ttornev ., .,. 

• Same of Candiaa.te 

C. F. Bo\Yron 
John S. Tyler 
liartin C. Willis 
D. J. Parks 
• .\.. )IcLaughlin 
H. ~I. Robinson 
E. N. )Iorrill 
I). Do'\\-ner 
E . . ..-\ .. Spooner 
J, W. Oberholtzer 
J. K. Klinefelter 
J.E . .Bowers 
I. N. Seaman 
J. K. Klinefelter 
B. B. lfunn 
J .A.. \\rilson 
X. Cardray 
Geo. E. Selleg 
S. W. Aldrich 

No. of -votes 

598 
569 
470 
128 
403 

477 
90 
11 

339 
o:>g --
172 
116 
103 

88 
60 
49 
31 

614 
S. "\Yilkinsuu 581 
A.. Kimball 13 

Whole number of votes ca~t 817 
Na.me of C-tndida.te 

H J. Aten 
S. E. Erwin 
.A .. R. llav ., 

No. or V· t,s 

5Cti 
:.1v 
540 



Name of Office 

County Attorney 
Probate Judge 
Supt. of Pub. Inst. 
Vote for Nov. , , 18 ,1 . 

Name o!Offiee 

County Con1missioner 
.. , ,, 
, .. •• 
, .. 1.i; 

.;" •• 
,.; .;., 

County Treasurer 

County Clerk 

Sheriif 

l?egistrar of Deeds 
" ,, ,. 

Count\· Suryey·or ,,, .. 

Coroner 

BISTORY OF 

Name of Candi.late No. of votes 

F. lL- Keith 231 
D. K. Babbit 732 
R. 0. Chase 7.55 

'Yhole n un1be1· uf \"ute~ ~a5t 11 U~ 

B .. F. Partch 
~I. B. Bowers 
A. ~l. Hough ·-
II. S. Lvtle . 
'f. Scheck er 
1Vm. He,vitt 
A. ~IcLaughlin 
A. Schilling 
]~. K. )Iorrill 
E. Bierer 
B. F. )IcCoy 
G. ll. Joue~ 
A.. R. Platt 
.J .. A. Pope 
~- E. Erwiu 
C. B. Ellis 
S. ,, ... ilkiuson 

So. o! Yot-es 

6 -;;.) 
i)~ 

635 
,48 

794 
261 
766 
:!7 l> ~--h,.)' 
,.,-, • l 
€) ~ 

55-1 
441 
748 
30-; 

0 
~. ~u1ou~e 28, 

·vote for Nov. 5, 1872. '\\'hole nu1uucr of Yotcs cast 1525 
~arue of Office 

Clerk of Dist. Court 

County Attorney 
,~ " 

Probate J udu-e ...., 

Countv Co111missioner ., 

~upt. of Pub. Inst. 
,. " " " 

·v-ote for Xov. 4, 1873. 
Nttme of Office. 

Countv 1,rcasurer .. 
"'· "'"' 

X;im~ ot C..:it.nuidattl 

I-Ienr\.,. .Anderson ,,, 

J. ~,. Rueh1n 
Ira J. Lacock ·· 
Henry .A. Parsons 
n .. K. Bahhit 
G • .An1aun 
II. F. )lac\" ., 

Xo. or votes 

1114 
400 

1075 
387 

1105 
38D 

1124 
.Adan1 ~chilling 38-1 
R. C. Cha:,e . 11~5 
0. l:.,ountain 348 

"\Yhole Htnnber of vote:; ~ast 140t.i 
Niuue of l',m,lirlate. 

Harvey ~cburu 
H. 1'.,. )fac,-., 

~o. of ~ote~ 

H5B 
43~ 



:Xarue ol Ofike 

Countv- Clerk _, 

Registrar of Deeds 
",, 

Sheriff 

County Sur,eyor 

Coroner 

" 

"' ,. 

" "· ,.; " 
" " ,. ,, .. .. 

"' 
2d ,. 
3d 

" 

,; 

,, 

" 
" 
" 

_Xame of CanJica.te 

Henry I sely 
Jacob Reasoner 
F D. Rowlette 
A.. R. Platt' 
Albert Rokes 
B. :F. )IcCov ., 

C. H. Orth 
S. E. Erwin 
L. P. Hazen 
H. Honnell 
J. ~I. Castle 
C . .A.. Saylor 
I. P. \Vinslow 
.A .• "\V alters 
0. FQunhtin 
Jno. l\IcCrerev 

.t 

C. L. Carroll 

No. of votes 

847 
548 
880 
508 
716 
480 
19-! 
877 
518 
888 
503 
286 
135 
27,3 
220 
31-5 
146 

, ... ote for N O-L 3, 187 4. Whole nun1ber of votes cast 1373 
~ame o! Office 

Clerk of I)i~t. Court 
. , , .... 

Supt of J>uh. Inst. 

Probate Judge 

Vote for Xov. 2, 1875. 
. ~ame of Office 

County 'Preasurer •. 

Count....- Clerk 
"' 

Rc~i . ..;trar of Deed:.; .... 

Sheriff 

" 
" 

!liame or C11.ndidat~ 

J. ,v. Oberholtzer 
Da ~id L. Burger 
F. ~I. Keith 
J as. Falloon 
R. C. Chase 
D. C. Nutting 
T. B. Dickason 
N. P. Rawlings 

No. o!~ot..-8 

782 
571 
736 
609 
779 
566 
760 
594 

"\"fhole nu1nber of -rotes cast 1482 
Nam~ of C,s.ndidat,e 

Jan1es B. Allison 
Harvey Seburn 
Jacob Reasoner 
Henry I sely 
E. D. Benner 
Jacob F. Roelun 
C. H. Lawrence 
.Albert _Rokes 
P. C. l\[cGil ·rary 

:So. or vot~5 

675 
796 
630 
839 
,....::>~, 
• ~:J"J 

69n 
700 
~;).;_') 
<u-u 

231 



Xame ef Office Xarue of Ca.nuida.te No. of ~otes 

fhcriff A.. J. Comstock ·) -
County S1u·,-eyor II. P. Kinnev 829 .,, 

J. 0. Shctnnon 597 
· Coroner ~,v n1. Shirley -R:) ~~:::; 

.. , "\V .. .A.. Turner 5..:>x -\..: 

Connt~ Con1mis'r .,; 1st Dist. C. }"1. Bowron 230 
.. ,. ,~ ,; S· Shennan 1si1 ., .·, 2d .. . ,_ .. A.lfrecl '\Valters 4f·> )~ 

... , . ... ,_ ,.: R. ~IcCartney 38 
,; '.; ,") l -0t 1,,; C. L. Carroll :-) 1 •'l 

~) €) 

~:; . •' . ,; 1,i; .. .. T'heo. ~chcckc r 1 tj--! 

COF~TY LI~E:S. 

T'hc Legislature of 18G8 changed the county lines lJy 
transferring townships five, ranges fifteen and ~ixtceu 

fro1n 13rowu to Jacl-::son count\-. This is the onlv chan°·c . ., ., C 

that has CYer hccu 1nadc in the boundaries, an<l leaves tl 1c 

· county j11;-;t t-wcnty-fonr n1iles ~<p1are. 



71 

-the year 187;j the City Council refused 
' 

to grant any dram shop or saloon licenses in the city, 

anu no intoxicating liquors ,vere sold excepting such 

as may ha Ye Leen sold in the drug stores, until a.bout 

OctoLer , th, 187 5, ·when there ,vas a movement 

originated by a few persons, ostensibly for the purpose 

of fonni1Jg a Beer Club for_ the purpose of social enjoy

rnent, hut in reality for the purpose of opening and 

1naintai11iug a. drain shop in violation of la,\-, and 

evading the license Ia,vs of the city . 

... .\.. petition \1.,.as ci rculatecl and nun1erously signed~ 

bearing the follovting heading : 

.. , ,v-c, the undersigned, hereby · agree, to and with 

';each other, to form and arrange a club for the pur

·'posc of social enjoyn1ent, said club to ·have its roon1~ 

'~iu the city of fiiawatl1a, and to be kno-wn as 'The 

'·Hiawatha Cluh.' Dated this 7th day of Oct., 1875.~' 



II18Tol:r o F 

.A.bout the sarne time, and probalJly on the san1e tlr1y, 

Fred W. I?ohl and flenry 81anff, t,v-o persons theu 

living about eight n1fl~s south of town, opened the build

ing situated on the east half of lot No.- fil_, on Oregon St., 

conunonly ~a1led tl1e Billiard Hall or Corn Exchange, and 

o,vned by J.W.Pottcnger,as the headquarters of the Hia,Ya

tha Club. They in1me~iately and ahnost daily shipped large 

quantities of Leer and liquors to said ro(,111,an<l the san1e w a$ 

handed cut to their customers: by ~a.id Rohl and 8taufi~ 

and drank on the pre1uises, the customers r,aying there

for ·with printed ticket.-; or checks, bought fron1 Rol1~ and 

Stauff at five cents per ticket ·or check, one ticket pro

cu_ring a glass of beer and tv.'"u a drink of \".-hisky, the 

more fancy drinks requiring more in proportion. .A.ftcr

,vards, at a n1ceting held by the club, on October 13th~ 

1875, the club adopted a constitution and rules of .order 

for their govern1nent, which amorig other tl1ing~ pro\.-ided 

that the officers of the association should consist of a 

Prsident, \~ice President, Secretary, Treasurer and fh-e 

Trustees; ,vho together should form the Board of.}Ianage

ment, to n1anage the affairs of th~ agsociation. That the 

officers shoul_d be elected annually. 'fhat stated n1eetiugs 

should be held 1nonthly. 'fhat mc1nbers should be pro

posed one week before election, elected by Lallot, receiv

ing·'"ii'ol less than ten affir1native to each negati-re vote, 

and after election each 1nc1nber should pay an entran~c 

fee of 25 · cents. 'l'he constitution also provided that each 
-

me1nber must pr.ocure tickets fro1n the trea8urer for re. 

freshmen ts before the sarne were parta(en of. 

In order. to do a·way ,vith the necessity of being for-
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mally proposed and ballottcd for as a 1nember, ho,vever, 

the constitution w iscly and sagaqiously provided '' that· 

any n1cmbcr 1night invite gentlemen to the roon1s of the 

a.s:5ociation for a single~ day on~ registering his o-wn name 

,vith that of the visitor in a book kept for that pur

pose, thus securing to the . tired and wea.ry wayfarer ... .... . 

a convenicnt,..oasis of refreslnnent. 

The house com1nittce was char!!ed with the dntv 
<~ -

of appointing the employees and regulating the price 

of articles furnished to members · in the house, and 

,drile ~Icssrs. Rohl and Stauff at their trial testified 

that they · ,,!"ere appointed hy the house con1mittee to 

fill their rcspccti"\"'"e ~tation;-;, yet they li~d reluctantly 

to ad1nit that they neglected to fix any compensation 

for their serYices, 1'rl1ich · to the 1nind of the Court did 

not seem to he very consistent with their defense, that 

they ·were not the proprietors of the estaLlishn1ent 

an<l running it for their 01vn benefit and priYate gain, 

but siinply as the paid en1ployecs of a lawful organi

zation. 

Other rules were adopted as standing rules, one of 

which w·as, that the hou~c should be open at 9 o'clock 

in the morning · DA.ILY for the reception of men1bcrs, 

and close at 12 o'cloc:( in tho evening, but the rule --wns 

not to influence members then actually in 

the house in respect to their tleparture. 

This state ot" affairs lasted until the 15th of October, 

when Il. J. A.ten, ~1ayor of the Oity, issued hi~ 



74 IiISTORY Of 
. . . . ..... - .. 

·written order to G. T .. ,v ood1nanscc, the CHy )Jar

shaL conuuandin~ hin1 to -take charge of and close 
, <...,; <...,; 

up said building, as a place dangerous to the peace 

and quiet of the city, and to keep · the san1e closed 

until ~atur<lay 11i0ht, OctoLer 16th, at 12 o,clock, P. l\1., 

,vhich order the 1Iar8hal -pron1ptly exe~uteu. 

Early on the f ollo,ving· ~Io11day n1or11ing Rohl 

and Stauff opened the 

cuted their busines15 of 

.._., 

building 

;e lliuq• 
t 

, 
anu pro:::;c-

beer aHd liquor 

as they lu1d done before, and continued to do so 

until October ~0th, I\Iavor .: .A.ten issued a 

second order to the City ~Iarshal conn1:1anding hi111 

to close the building, and icep it closed for the 

space of three days fro1n that date, w·hich order the 

]Iarshal iinn1ec1iately utten1ptcd to execute, but \Yas 

forcibly ejected fron1 the pren1ises Ly Rohl an<l Stauff 

and several other n1c1n hers of the club. 

He made one or tw·o n1ore attc1npts after,va.rds 

to execute the san1e~ but fin<lillg the door locked 

and guarded every time that he made the aUe1npt, 

lie sn1nn1011cd as a posse, Tho1nas nicLaughlin, J. K. 

l{lincfeltcr and G. E. Selleg. 

They proceeded to the room, broke· open the door, 
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forc~bly ejected the occt;pants and locked the building 

up. 

~hortly thereafter, Rohl and St~uff, and others, 

broke open the building·, entered the same, and 

prosecuted their business the sa1ne as before. 

Irumetliatelv after their ex1)ulsion fron1 the building 
~ ~ 

F1·ed "'\"\-:--. Rohl ma.de affidavit before W. J. Richardson, 

J. P., and procured a ,r-arrant for the arrest of. G. 'I.,. 

,v oodma11see and his :-;aid posse on a charge of riot. 

The case was prosecuted before ,v. J. Richardson, 

J. P.; by Jan1es Falloon and County Attorney, F. ~I. 

I~eith .. for the State, and the prisoners were defended 

hy the City Attorney, .A. R. !lay, Ira J. Lacock 

and C. E. Berry. 'rhe jury promptly brought in 

a Yer-diet of not guilty and found that the prosecution 

was ·without cause. 'rhe Justice thereupon discharged 

the prisoners, ~nd taxed the costs of prosecution to 

the prosecuting ·witness, F. W. Rohl. 

By this time 1nattcrs had as8u1ncd quite a serious 

aspect : the club mc1uLers declaring~ that the city 

had no right to interfere in their business, and that 

they ,,ould resist any further attcn1pt at interference 

even to the shedding . of blo<?d, and stating that 
. 

they ·were advised Ly their counsel to do so. The city 



7G fl1STOHY OF 

authorities, on the other ltaud,. were clctern1i11cd 

that the ordinauces of the city .slioul<l be enforced 

at all hazards and at anv cost . ., 

On ~ Nov. 18th Rohl and ~tauff 
) 

arrested for ,Yere . . 
of the city or<li11a11ccs selliuo· 

. 
111 lll-c a violation 

liquors 
. 

said 011 il,l j l\ cl' a •1 ,-l the 111 ..... "" ...... e, t • " case toxicating 

was tried before J>oliee Justice J. P. )1ulhollc11, on 

NoY. and resulted 
. 
Ill the conviction of the 

defendants, and 
. 
Ill the imposition of a fine of 

*50 each on the dcfe11dauts. .F1·01n this judgc1neu t the 

· defendants _app~alcd to the District Con1·t. 

Rohl and ~t 1..,. ..._ au I, still con tinned 

busines!,, aad beca.n1e even 1norc bold and dcfia11t, 

stating that 110 matte . ..: how often they w·ould lJc con

victed they \\'"ould appeal their cases and sell 

liquor all' the san1c. 

By this ti1ne, alc;;J~ · the pla.ce hcca1uc an jntolcrahle 

11ilisanec by reason of the boistcr0us and indcec11t 

behavio: of· the drun~en people, day and night, in 

and around the Luil<ling, the sa1nc being on the n1o~t 

public street and in the business portion of the 

citv . . 

On November 27th, Rohl and Stauff were again ar-

rested on 

maintaining 

the 

3, 

charge 

co1nmon 

of 

1>uhlic 
. 

n111sancc 

un<l 
. 
Ill 



,.._ 
I c 

--·----------- --··- -
said huihlin!!~ and on trial before the Polite Jud 0 ·c 

'--·. - .::" 

Dec.~ :?d .. ; were .'f :con -rictcd- _of keepin~ a nuisance and 
. 

tl1e preu1i~es adjudged a. nuisance a11d ordered to 

be. abated; and defendants ordered to pay the co8tti . 

.IT'rom this judg1nent the ~ defen<lri.nts also promptly ap

pealed, and kept on selling l!quor iu the huilding a~ they 

ha<l 1n-e·dously dooe. 

1,hereupon, on or about the 15th <lay of Ilec-, lt575, 

the :\Iayor is-:5ucd his "·rit to the City ~Iarshal, ( as 

the ordinance provided,) reciting the aforesaid judgment 

~nd or<lering)1i.tu to abate said nuisance . 

.. lfter :tse,·eral iueffect.ual ntte1npts by the Marshal to 

cnfo!·ce said wTit,. bei11g n1et by Rohl and. Stauff ,vith 

dra,n1 rcYoh·ers and threats that they ·wonld shoot 

hin1 if, he atte1nptad to carry the order into effect, he· 
\ 

sumn1011ed to 11is aid a large posse of citizens, an1011g 

,·rl101n vere S. P. Gaskill, .A .. A. lioln1es, l{. C. Chase, 

George D. Blair, ,v.. S. Bristol, J. C. Thomas, A.. 

licLaughlin, and others, who, besides ~01ne volunteers 
11u1nbering in all about tv{enty n1en, early on the 

1norning of Dec. 25th, 187.S, repaired to the saloon 

a1·111ed with revolYcrs, shot guns and sabres, forcibly 

ejected lienry Stauff, H.ohl retreating in son1e dis0rder, 

emptied all the liquors found in the estaLlishn1cnt, captur

ed the books and papers of the club, and ·with the 

billiard tal,1cs .and furniture barricaded the doors. 

They then sf a Honed guards on the outside and inside 

of the building, all 11eaYily armed, and kept it 

guarded until so1ne ten or twelve days thereafter 



,\-hen the question of the occupancy· of the building 

·was settled by injunction proteedings in the I)istrict 

Court. Inunediately after the building wa~ occupied by tlie 

~Iarshal and his posse. l{ohl and ~tal!ff se11t ·word into 

the countr\.~ of the fact to 11u1nerous 1ne1n!Jer~ of the 

club, "·ho, to the· Htuuber of several hundred~ flocked 

to to\rn, so111e bciug- armed, l1rea.tbing vengeance agmn:-5t 

the authorities and threatening to n1ake au attack 011 

the )Iarshal anti his force and re-take the builJ.in!!. 
\..,; 

Throughout the entire . day aud the gteater portion 

of the ni~ht hundreds of !he 1nembers or the club and ..., 

their syrnpathizers congregated in the vicinity of the 

building-,· blasphen1ing and threatening to break into 

the building by force, aud the citizens generally 

believed that an atten1pt of that kind would be made, 

but no actual atte111pt was made. 

\rhile these 111isrrui<lcd b rioters ~ho,Yed Lv· their ., 

acts and deeds the intens;ity of their feelings at the 

i1n·asion of their cherished rights,-thc right to sell, 

Luy and drink intoxicating liquors without regard to 

the laws of the land,-yet they quailed before the <le

tern1ined countenances of the n1c11 ·who !!narde<l the 
'--' 

building, anu beyond venting their feelings in lan-

guage~ nothing further was tlonc. 

Jlatters re1uained thuii for several days, when Rohl 

aud Stauff served a notice on the city that they ,rould 

apply for an injunction before J u<lgc Hubba_rd, at 

Atchison. rrhc city innnediately served notice on 



Rohl -and ~tautr that it ,vould at the sa1ne time and place 
apply for an injunction on its part against them, filed its 
cross petition, and on Dec. 31st, 187 5, obtained a tempo
rary injunction again:-;t Rohl and Stauff, conditioned that 

on filing a bo:r;td in the sum of ~200, Rohl and Stauff 
should be restrained from interfering with the pre111ises in 
any ·manner ,vhate,~er, for the space of five days, ·when t-he 

court woultl hear the 1natter further at Troy. 

Rohl and Stauff net-er filed their petition and did not 
appear at Atchison. The· city ga,~e the required bond, 

and at the tilue fixed, appeared at 'Troy. This tiine Rohl 
and Stauff appeared, but instead of asking[_·: the injunction 

on their part:- sought to prcYent the city from obtaining 
oue against then1, o~ the grounds that they neYer filed 

their 1Jetitio11 ~~_3·_a11 injunction, and that the city couht 
not n1aintain its application on a cross petition to tltei!· 
petition ·which -was not filed, and not prcs~ed ; and also, 
because the title of the city"s petition should be changed 

so as to n1ake jt plaintiff insteaJ. of defendant. 

-- Judge Hubbard OYeri-uled these se..-etal objections and 

held that the HerYice of notice on the city by Rohl and 
=-=~auff of their intention to apply fi)r an injunction 
agai11~:t the city, g_-aTc it the right to prev-e1it ilt the n1an
H(•r it did : aud the case was then fully prosented on both 
~idc:-.. nu1nerou:;.; afliuavits being prescnte<l. .A.fter a full 
hearing- .Tu<.lg:e f.-IuhbartL. on Jan. 6th, 187G, granted an 
inju11l:ti1J1L. 111 fan,r '-•f the eity, restraining Rohl and Stauff 
f:-ou1 u:--;i11~· the 11rc1uises fo1· the sale of or keeping of 
li 1 1nu1·~ of any kind therein, 11ntil the .A.pril tern1 of our court, 
ou etintlition tl,at the <.:it\- file a Lond of ~1000 ·which thcv •. ~ ~ 

i1unu.:1liateiy <lid : abo an order, that upon- the filing by 
l:ohl and ~tai1ff of a tH>11<l in the sum of $200, the city 
~houht turn OYeL· the bnildiug and books, pape1:s, &c., cup-· 
tun.-,.l in the ~a1ue on the 1ne1norable 25th of Dec. Hohl 
a1ul ~t:n1 ff n e\·cr ti I ed their hond ~ hnt the city in1n1e11ia tel y 
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turned over to J. ,v. J>ottcngcr, ,, ho den1anded the pos
session of the building, the same, and after obtaining 
copies of all the captured books, papers, &c ... turned the 
same over to _Rohl and Stauff. 

Thus endecf the Hiawatha Beer Club, they neYer after
w·arrls estaLlishing any other place of bu8iness in this city 
for the sale of liquor. Iiohl and Staufl~ ho\{·ever, as indi
viduals, applied to the courts, and on Eeb. 10th, 18J6, 
each of then1 filed suits, individually, against H. J .... .\ten, 
G. 1'. "\Voodmansee, ,v. S. Bristol, S. R. Gaskill, R. C. 
Chase, .A .... .\. Holn1es, ,,~111. Cle1nent and J. C. Thomas, 
for dan1ages done to their persons and feelings, l{ohl clairn
ing $5000 da1nages, and Staufr a like an1ount, and also 
claiming $100 additional fot cigars "·hjch he alleged the 
defendents destroyed. Both these petitions ·were demurred 
ancl'tl1e-4e1nurrers sustained; Lut leave ·was granted Ly 
the court' to file a1nendcd petitions. .Before this tin1e, I>ec. 
13th, 187 5, Henry Stauff brought suit in the l)istrict Court 
against G. 'r. \Vood1uansee for :3500 darnages for t~ecting 
hiin fro1n the building. On nee. 25th, 187 5, flenry 
Stautf and Jinrrv Stanley were arrested on a state ·warrant ., ., 

charged with threatening to ccnn1nit a breach of the peace 
on l{. ·C. Chase. 'fhere ·was no appearance n1ade agaiust 
the parties. On the sa1nc day S. P. Gaskill, ,V. S. Bristol, 
. ..-\ ... .\. .. Iloln1es. J. C. Tho1nas ... A .. ~IcLaughlin, B. F. I>artch, 
G. T. ,v oo<huausec Geo. ~I. Blair. ,v n1. Cle1neHt, J. K. 
Klinefelter~ R. Chase . ..\. G. Speer. Thur8h1n Chase~ L. S. 
Herbert, ,A .. Ro~:es and Re\-. C. L. Shackelford ·were ar~ 
rested on oath of flenry Stau!f, charged with co1n1nittiug 
au assanlt and battery, &c., on said ~tauff, whid1 case was 
heard before G. ,v. Sean1an J. P ·~ ~n d the inf orrnation 
quashed. Both the!S.e last rrosecutions arose out of the 
Beer Club J)usiness. 

$horl1y after the adjournn1ent of the ,April tern1 of court, 
1876~ Hohl and Stauff gave thc1nselves up voluntarily to the 
Sheriff, stating that they could not pay their fines and that 
he 1\·ould ha Ye to take cha1 ge of t11en1. J-Ie 1.cpt the1n in the 
city calal)oosc~ ·which was bro!.eu into 1.►y ihcir_ frien<ls one 



-------
night. and the prisoners ' liberated ~ but it~- was .. re
paired and they were put back After staying in the -cala
boose forseveral day$., RevP.renrl~ Shackelford ;1 nd Lh"!.·-. --
,,.ett interested tlH;n1sBh•e-5 h1 their behalf. "t"i;;i n:.~d then1 iH ;:. . , 

their cell, and _th~ rB.;ult wa.-:- that the mayor and city, coun-
cil were petitioned hy Ro11l and ~t:-tuff to re1uit·their fines 
an~ di~charge them, they, Rol~l and ~tauff, to pay _all costs 
and dismiss all snits ll\:- tl1en1 a.!!'ainst the citizens" and the 

~ ~ . 

city to d1~mi8s all procl·ediug:-; .igainst the1n. This ·was 
done. ,·11Hl the 1noney for paying the costs 1nostly raised by 
~uh~cription~ the larger part being contrtbuted by the tem
perance people. 

CO:S-CLU-~10~. 

I n conclusion we de:5ire to co1npare briefly the· _BrO'~vn 
county of to-day with the Bro,vn county of 1855. ·: 'Ihe 
fir::;t. tax: collectp,l in the county w·ag for the year 1856, · and 
the tot r1I ta :x for that year a1nounted to St)2. The taxes of 
]t;,;-; atnonnted to ~83~1-14. The first assessment roll of 
the nH1nty HO\\. iu existence is that of J 857, "hich sho"-s 
a taxable property in the county of 38,078, of which 8140n 
"-as for four slaYes. 'l'he assess1ncnt roll of 1876 shol,{ s a 
taxable property of ~3.,162,fi90. In 1855 the first farn1s 
"·ere opened and the first crops planted. lT ntil that tiine 
no plo\Y _had eYcr disturbed the virgin soil. 1n 1876 
17.3,0-!0 a.ere~ were under cultivation, an increase of :26,000 
acres o,·cr 1875. In 187.5, after thousalids or· acres of 
crops .harl. been destroyed by grasshoppers, there ,,,.ere 
raised in the county i00,000 bushels of s1nall grain, 
~,7 50,000 bushels of corn, 1,000,000 lbs of broom corn, 
50,000 bushels of potatoe8~ and snu11lcr quantities of sweet 
potatoes~ flax .. 8orghu1n and 111illet. ,.fhe total products of 
the county for that year being valued at $1,lG~~S~IJ. The 
crop of 18,H ,vill he n1uch larger and the 1noney value ,v-ill 
he considerahly· n1orc. In 18:>7 there "~ere l ::5 head of horses 
and GS-! head of cattle. In 1s,6 there were ul 9-± head of 
l1orses and I; ,I 84 head of cattle. In 1857 there 
·were no ani1nals to sell for slaughter and 
very few ~laughtered for ho1ne con~u1nption. 
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In 1875 the value of aniinals slautrhtered and sold fo1.· ....... 

slaughter ,,as $itLJ ,000. In 1857 the first fruit trees ,ve re 
planted in the· county. rro-dai there are 115~ti-!5 apple 
trees growing, of ,vhich 18~7ft4 are · hearing fruit. There 
are l~f~l pear h·ees, 15~~~l1iJ peach trees., au<l l~.,U8i} 
cherry trees~ no~·, in good condition. This would 1nake an 
average of 3~ fruit trees to each 1ua11, woman· and child iu 
the county. 'This does uot include the trees in uurserie~ 
covering j7T acres · antl nu1nberiu~ 1nillion~. In addition 

~ ~ 

to this there are i5 acres of ,-inev-ards in the county aud 
w -

an inunen:se .quantity o~' the sn1aller fruit~·. \Yho can esti-
1uate the ouantitv- of fruit that will be produced- in the 

.L .. 

county in 1886? The sales of butter aud eggs for 1875 
·were nearly $40,000. In 1854 the first white man settled 
in the county; to-day there is a population of 9uU0. There 
were no schools and no churches ; to-<lav there are seveu!:v-

. .t • 

five schools taught in the county .at an expense of fs~O ,uoo 
per annum! and t,v-enty church organizations are actively 
engaged in educating the people up to a higher life. 

The future promises to be a bright one for our county. 
,vith a. soil and cli1nate unsurpassed in the United States; 
with an enterprising, honest, industrious and temperate 
c~ass of settlers, the future prosperity of the county is as
sured. In only one respect is Brown county unlike the 
other counties of the state. It has xo ,YHISKY SALOON and 
NO JAIL! It will never need the. former; may H never 
haYe any·nse for·tbc latter. 

THE EXD. 


