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FOREWORD 

Tuday when Democracy and FrGedom havo become doubly 

precious to the .American people, it is import~nt to look 

back upon the foundations which have n1ade nossible our 
~ 

h ·t ,6:: , Q....,. .. .1.vr ... u.~e. _, The roots of our ;vny of li:f e are sunk deep in 

our soil. Planted by the pioneers who first broke the 

earth and fought to wrest a living from the prairie, and 

cultivated by succeeding ger1erations, our A.Inericn.n life 

has flowered to its.present perfection. 

A study of this glorious grovvth is esser1tinl to the 

making of good citizenship. By learning to understaad 

the problems of the builders of a county o.nd a comrnunity, 

the student of today can find the f . t'\. ., a 1 il ana ir1spiration 

V'Jith which to face the trials of modern life. 

With this thought in mind, pleasure is taken in pre­

senting n ne,.v History of Fra.nl-clin CountJr, which has been 

carefully prepared by the Iowa Vvriters' Program of the 

1Nork Projects Administration. Its pages carry the read­

er through the detailed development of the county und its 

people from the colorful days of Indian occunG. tion dovm 
~ 

to 1941. Events and dates huve been selected with dis­

crin1inntion and with all possible accuracy to a.chi€ve u 

well-balanced whole. This history is nresent8d as an ... 

educational contribution to the making of good .A..meriro.ns. 
,,-·· -·-- ........ 
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II!TR0DUCTI0N 

Behind the simple words on four bronze plaques lies 
hidden the story of the restless-hearted who dared to leave 
the old paths and travel the bu.ff'alo and Indian trails to the 
unknov1n prairie lands across the Mississippi. In Franklin 
County, the earliest comers reached to the end of their 
trails in Reeve Tovmship and there began another outpost on 
the fringe of civilization - a cabin, a school, a post 
off ice - the nucle11s of an organized community. The cabins 
and the log schoolhouses, the marks of their effort, are gone, 
but the granite boulders that mark the sites are witnesses 
that fine results came from their toil. The story of their 
lives begins the unrolling of FraIL.~lin County's history. 

Iviuch of their work was near 1:iaysville, south of Hampton 
in Reeve Township, and there the Franklin County D. A. R. 
have placed ~onuments commemorating them. 

One reads, "Site of the First School House in Franklin 
County. Built in 1855. First Burial Ground in County." An­
other tells us of our county's first building: "First· 00.bin 
in Franlclin County, Built by Reeve, :r~layne and Phelps in 18521' 

A third bears record of rapid frontiering progress: 
"Franklin County Pioneers 1852, James B. Reeve, Adaline Reeve, 
County Judge, Captain of Company H.32nd Io1.vn." And the fourth 
records the first bard-won industry: "l.Iaysville, 1856-1890. 
One Rod JJorth Stood E. L. Clock's Store In Vfuich the ]"'irst 
Post Office in FraIL~lin County was Established 1856, Discon­
tinued 1890. Maysville Had a School House, Hotel, 2 Black­
SITiith Shops, 2 Stores and a Steam SavVm.ill. Population about 
150. 11aysville Post 1'.lasters: Se C. Brazolton, J. Dayton, B. 
B. 11orris, J. Dunn, E. H. Sparling, A. E. Birdgem.an, A. H. 
Bro-wn, G. H. r.iitchell, Vl. C. Boyles, E. L. Clock, J. H. Stev­
enson, E. Wnite, H. Wheeler, G. w. Wilton, s. Chrysler, J. H. 
Clock." 

The substance of their dreams lives on in the splendid 
schoolhouses and clX!lfortable homes of Franklin County. No 
distance was too far for these people to travel to build the 
law and prder and justice t~at laid the grolli~d for the future 
they saw; The simple words 'on the four obscure bronze plaques 
tell of the drenTis they realized, and sGt the story of our 
county in motion. 
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:&n.PiIEST PRb.IRIE SCEIIBS 

•
1In the land of the Ojib,vays, 

In the pleasant land and Jeaceful, 
Sing the mysteries of Mgndamin 

Sing the blessings of the cornfields.,, 

Vv:hen the prairie \vas nevi and untouched, Franklin County 
was a land of ~roves and these see.med to the settler the 
greatest possible treasure, for groves of hardwood and sort­
wood trees were what they needed to build the first cabins 
and to kindle the first fires. l,Ia.yne' s Grove was the 
largest. It was filled with oak, basswooc, black walnut, 
honey-locust, soft ma?le, elm, box elaer, cottonwood, and 
h"l ckory. It v1as naned for John 1-Iayne, the first settler to 
reach Fran~lin County, and covered more than six square 
miles. Since that time many of the trees have been cut down 
but timber land in 1941 still looked like a forest, on 
either side of the graveled road along the hills near Hamp­
ton. 

Other forestations were Otis Grove on the Iowa River, 
Van Horn's Grove in the central part of the county, Tharp's 
Grove, Shobe's near ,vhich Sheffield "!:1as :rounded, and 
Bailey's in the north portion, all from 800 to 1,200 acres 
each. Smaller groves were To-~vhead and Blake's Grove, Four 
iiile, Highland, Hartgraves' and ~llen's Grove. The groves 
were not destroyed, and the one at Beed's Lake was replanted 
in 1939 to become as beautiful as the original groves of 
native timber. 

The principal streams of Franklin County are the Iowa 
River, passing through 13 sections in the south\:estern por­
tion, Beaver Creek, I~ayne' s Creek, Hartgraves' Creek formed 
of Square, Spring, Otter, and Buffalo creC;ks, and the ~iest 
Fork of the Cedar. 

The West Fork of the Cedar enters Franklin County six 
or seven miles west of its northeast corner and runs south­
east, leaving the county at the northeast corner. Bailey's 
Creek and 1:ayne's Creek empty into it and the Beaver Creek 
empties into the Cedar. 

1Jow that we know the streams and groves of our County 
let us pretend that we are wandering over this land as it 
was when the first settlers saw it. There are no towns, 
roads, bridges, or fences - not even one cabin or farm house 
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Herds qf elk and bu.f':t'alo feed along the f:i.uiet streams, wild 
roses bloom and w.skrats work in the sloughs. Let us pre­
tend that it is early ~orning in summer - perhaps 1630. The 
sky brightens until it is flaming like a mjestic bonfire, 
\vi th red and golden light. Do-wn in the slough the whip cups 
of the Canadian anemone are tangled with the green and shin­
ing stems of the blue spiderwort and wild iris. Every grass 
blade flashes with dew. There is nothing on the lonely 
prairie but waving I!liles of grass and dark groves of trees 
in the distance. Suddenly a band of Indians rides into view 
over a distant slope. Each Indian carries a knife and spear, 
for they are hunting elk. They ride in a great circle and 
gradually close in upon game. ~-/hen the elk are exhausted 
and cont.used the Indian riders lean down and cut their 
throats without leaving the backs of their hard ridden 
ponies. 

lTmv there is blood on the prairie end the grass is 
tranpled · do,vn. Here the Indian sauaws ·will skin the game 
and make camp. Here they will bufld fires and :reast for 
days until the neat is gone. A ¼hite .man visiting the camp 
would find the smell of the bloody skins and the decaying 
bones intolerable. But the Indians do not mind. They are 
happy as long as there is plenty to eat. i,~en the maat is 
gone they go with out eating until another hunting party is 
ready to go out. For fuel they find bu.f'falo chips, rosin­
weeds or wood. After eating, stuffing and then starving, 
for three or four days or a week, they move on. But the 
smell of old buffalo and elk hides is still bad. Even the 
,,.,hite :rna.n' s horse 1vould shy avvay from it. 

Fall comes and the prairie is clean again. The Indians 
have moved eastward toward the Ilississippi River to fish and 
hunt. The Jrairies are now a nisty purple with the ripe 
bluestern.. Here and there are the high gold. heads of yellow 
rosinvveed, sunflov1ers and golden rod. The grass bends in 
the wind showing yellow grass stalks, scarlet rose berries 
and brown seed heads of erasso ~nere is no sign of habita­
tion anywhere. Then over a far hill lurches a Conestoga 
wagon, and the history of Franklin Cotmty has begun. 
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THE DIDIAI~s IlJ FRArrw.nJ comm 

.Amon~ the first or the Indian tribes to be found over 
this region were the Ioways. They were of Siouan stock and 
spoke the language of the Sioux. They were a roving people 
and it is thought that they came dovm into Iot·1a from the 
woodlands of the Great Lakes. They were constantly at war 
with larger tribes--the Sacs and Foxes and the Sioux. When 
the white nen cam.e, the Iov1ays vi1ere often stricken with 
smallpox and their numbers gradually diminished until there 
1.vere only a fe1.v left. In 1836 these v-1ent to l~nsas \'ihere 
some of them still dwell on the Great Nemaha Reservation 
there. 

The Sacs and Foxes, two tribes that were always united 
for war and mutual defense, came into Iowa about 1?33. They 
beca~e very nowerful and drove altlost every other tribe 
away. The braves shaved their heads except for a tuft on 
the crown, and to this they fastened a distinctive crest 
made of a deer's tail and horse hair. Both of these tribes 
-#ere ·woodland Indians of ... ~lgonquian descent and both had the 
same customs and reli~ion. ..~lb.en Zebulon Pike explored Iowa 
in 1805, he fou_~d about 2,850 Sacs and l,?50 Fozes. 

There 11\18.s one tribe of Indians vihich· the Sacs and Foxes 
could not drive out of Io·vva--the ·warlike Sioux, VJho called 
them.selves Dakotas, a ;v ord .cleaning i'allies. it Arilled ·with ~var 
clubs and lances and daubed viith hideous 1aint, these 
dangerous I11dians defied all enenies. 

The first white men who cane into Iowa wanted furs and 
skins and began to trade knives, axes, bright-colored cloth, 
and blankets, beads and guns for the pelts which the Indian 
hunters brought in. Soon fur trading posts were built along 
the rivers and as the fur trade increased the white nen made 
more and nore noney and the Indians learned to depend on the 
trading posts for the things of the white man. 

Indian agents were sent out by the United States 
Governnent to look after interests of the Indians, to teach 
them, to interpret their language, and to keep the ~ace be­
tween the tribes and between the Indians and the white oen. 
The greatest troubles were between the Sacs and Foxes and 
the Sioux, so a treaty ;vas arranged. In the sn[jmer of 1625 
·~villiam Clark and Le;vis Cass, representing the United States 
Gover!l!J.ent, called a great council and invited all the 
tribes in the region to assemble at Prairie du Chien, a t0wn 
directly across the river fron what later became McGregor, 
Iov1a. 
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Indians came by the hundreds and car1ped along the 
shores of the river and on the islands betrveen. The Sacs, 
Foxes, and Io1\8ys v,ere the last to arrive. The l);..~)e . o-£ 
peace was passed around ror all to smoke and the white men 
gave presents of beer, corn, sugar, tobacco, and a little 
whiskey. The Indians became friendly and agreed to live in 
peace forever. A line was run near the present ·ooxder of 
Franklin County, the Sioux agreed to stay north of it and 
the Sacs and Foxes promised to keep to the south. 

vvithin five years, hovJever, the Indians had forgotten 
this imaginary line and the Sacs and Foxes had killed some 
Sioux warriors along the Cedar River= In the meantime an­
other Indian agent , ;r o seph i:. Street, ,ivas sent out by Pre si­
den t J'ohn r~uincy .ri.da.ms to take charge of the ;linnebagoes in 
Wisconsin and was stationed at Prairie du Chien. ~men, 
Street heard about the new trouble anong the Indians he 
called another council at the same place. 

·' 

On that day the Sioux Indians saw their chance for re­
venge. Hiding about fi:rteen Eiles down the river they wait­
ed for their fees to come by. At sunset the canoes of the 
Sacs and Foxes slipped up the river and novea to the shore 
and unloaded to camp for the night. The Sioux jumped to 
their feet with a horrible yell and started killing the un­
suspecting Sacs and Foxes, who thought everything would be 
peaceful as it had been before. They could not escape and 
were all killed but one boy and one warrior. 

The Indian agents made another effort to establish 
peace, and cs.lled a council at. v;hich the varioe.s tribes v,ere 
asked to give up land to be set aside as a neutral g:ro~.nd to 
separate the warring nation. T~e Sioux agreed to give a 
strip 20 miles wide and the Sacs and Foxes consented to give 
another strip of the same size. Thus a swath of land 40 
miles vJide vvas created, running from the 1~:ississippi River 
on the east to the Des 1:oines River on the vvest, and Frank­
lin County was within this neutral ground. 

All went well again for a short while but it was not 
the nature of the Indians to forget a wrong. The very next 
year a war party of the Sacs and Foxes discovered a canp of 
Sioux near Prairie du c::ien and killed l? braves and sane 
women and children during a night raid. 

So the vvarfare continued. T:~e I;:.dian agents tried an-..... 
other plan to establish peace and also ~Eke r~om for the 
white settlers who were becc~~ing thicker in Wisconsin. The 
-v/innebago Indians vJere .u1oved from. Wisconsin to the 1-reutral 
Ground in Io,na and protected from. the Sioux and the Foxes by 
Fort ~tkinson, a )Ost built by the Government on the Turkey 
River. 
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Because Franklin County ~~sin the neutral strip and 
under the protection of the soldiers, t~ere ~~s not rmich 
trouble between the whites and the Indi~ns there. There 
were frequent scares, hoi.vever, and in 1846 the Government 
again as:~ed the Winnebagoes to move,. this tiE.e into l~inne­
sota. The Indians ~ere slow to respond and the trouble con­
tinued. A white man ~as ~urdered the following spring and a 
baad of Sioux killed several Win~ebagoes near the Cedar 
River. Agent Street had built two schools for the Inqians, 
:'-!here Indian children -::-1ere tau6Zht to speak ~nalish and to 

....._., -· ·-
read and write. He had also tried to teach the Indian men 
to farm, but they would not learn. They thought far~ing was 
squaw-work. They tore down the fences and turned their 
ponies in to feed on the wheat stacks. Soldiers were kept 
busy chasing I11dians and trying to keep them all in order. 

A.t last, in 
Winne~a~oes out - . ., 

them to collect 
the march began 
army \vagons and 

1848, the soldiers rnacie reddy to 1:1ove the 
of Iowa. They ro~.inded the~ up and helped 
wagons, teams a.i.---id food at the fort. '.Jhen 
there were 2,000 Indians, l,600·ponies, 160 

a large band of mounted soldiers. 

This was the last of the ~ain ca.mp of the Winnebugoes 
but a few Indians straggled back and six years later there 
was another frigi.~tful scare which drove every settler from 
Franklin County. This scare was caused by a tragedy at 
Clea.r Lake in 1Ahich a boy 1.ti1as Iilassacred. Clear Lake 1:·;as 
also re~arded as v1i t:t1in the 11.eutral gr0und betv-1een the Sioux 
and the Sac and Foxes but because of the la~e this region 
was considered the best hunting ground and the Indians were 
reluctant to leave it. The Sio11x especially 1Here jealous of 
the Winnebagues because this fine region had be~n given to 
them. 

In 1651 a san nam.ed Jarn.es Hewitt, 1Nho had been a trader 
araong the '.:linnel!a'-'oes, settled at Clear Lakeo He ·was tvell 
liked by these :/i.sconsin T:ndians and in tl1e fall of 1853 
several Wirmebagoes bro11ght their faro.i.lies and located near 
his cabin. Their chief v1as called To-Shan-ega or Toshanaga, 
the Little Otter. They called :-reviitt l:ock-a-Shuuk ·-:vhich is, 
;/inne bago -r or sthev1 it • .,, 

- _These Indians hunted by day and, as s c..me of the ,rihi te 
nen have said, ·· 1rnade night hideous viith 'r,1usic' and dancing'J 
•
1Pa.gainena~ 1 1tvas supplied to theI!i by dealers in a nearby 
settlement. The name of this drink is made from two Winne­
bago -;,,-,ords, \1pagedaa, fire, and anena 1', Vi.ater, the whole 
just being whiskey. 

The Sioux vJho lived farther north heard of this band of 
Indians and determined to exterFiinate them. About 500 
Sioux came down to the lake and set up cernp. Tvvo of them 
entered the liinnebago camp, pretending to be very friendly. 
The Winnebagoes entertained them but all the time suspected 
mischief. Toshanaga told Captain Eewitt of their suspicions: 
but the white men thought the Sioux really meant friendship 

6 



and 2.;ersuacec the chief that all \vould be ::1ell. That even­
ing, vvhen Toshanaga' s son rode IIe,vi tt' s horse after the cows 
as \"ras his custor:1, those at the cnr~1p heard a shot and soon 
the horse came galloping bac~-: riderless. Tosha.naga \vas sure 
now that the boy had been murdered. Hewitt e&a~ined the 
horse ~~d :found drops of blood and a srnall ~Jiece of bone on 
its bac~. Then he too was frightened, and went with Toshan­
aga to look for the boy. Dovm the road they found the head­
less body of Toshanaga 1 s son. 

The ~✓inne~a'$oes buried the body and that night He·witt 
and two other white men, fearing that nore trouble would 
f ollovv, helped tl1e "'./i~"l.ebagoes load their v1arons and started 
them tuv1ard :Fort Snelling in l!innesota. I~essengers v1ere 
sent out to all v1hi te settlements to ·warn the yeople about 
the Sioux. Soon after the ~din...-riebagoes started, a detach­
ment of 50 soldiers arrived at the lake and the report 
spreaa throu~ northern Iowa that a massacre of whites was - ..__, 
expected at any ~oment. This was the ni~ht of July 4, 1854. 

In the mic.dle of the ni~ht the alarm \ivas sJread. ·'The 
Indians! The Indians t ll It '"las carried ht1rriedly over the 
miles from cabin to cabin. ~Jhen each :,ior1eer, .:.::..ore asleeu • • 
than avJake opened his door he "das told HFuur ~und:red Sioux 
vJarriors are at Clear La...l(e and .:.oving this 1Nay." 

By daflight the ,;;l1ole settle.rient \-vas ready to go except 
J"ohn i~ayne and Dr • .rlXledge. Arledge' s ,vife had died only a 
few days before and the settlers thought that he renained 
because of this. John 1:ayne and his far:..ily v;ent to the Io,h1a 
River. ~s they hnd only two horse tec..;..~S and the rest were 
oxen their progress was slow. They had to drive their 
cattle along and ,art of their livestock was left behind. 
1Jihen they cr1.se r:i thin sight of the grove in 11l1ich stood the 
n ,"<·1'1','s c"."')"'o~n ~11 t 1,e 1 """""'Y''s. -----;1-.-r n· ... liea ... ··t·t t,, l:"\r\

1
~ ,...t the l)t) .'J.1... ·:.t )_ :. -~ .!. .. _, • .J'- . '.'.1..:.. .!. :..:.. .:._ ·, - -t ~ . -~ ' .. ) l V ..&.V"" ~ .;,;._ .. 

long train of wagons. The 1:ayne~ v;ere by that tir1e so nerv­
ous and rrightened that in the half light of early norning 
they thought at first the r1embers of this vvhi te fanily '1Jere 
Indians CCIJ.ing ot.1t to pi: lage the train. J.t Vias i!71possible 
to get away with the heavy wa?ons so they called a hult and 
the little party got ready to defend itself iron the ·wagons. 

·1nen the Do~n's fa~ily cane nearer, however, they saw 
that they 11ad !lade a r:1istake and were much relieved. The 
Doi}11's had nu tean but -:_-_;ent 011 ".:=ith the :,u.rt.,.r on foot. ·"t 
night they ca~,ed and sentinels 1.tvere :posted. I.~iss Octavia 
Smith, the pioneer teacher of the county, who taught a ~ew 
pupils in one of the hones in Reeve Tovmship, insisted on 
taking her turn in standing guard with the rest. 

Some of the n:i.ovin~ · families v,ent to the place v,nere 1Jew ~- -
Eartford later v~as rcJtmded and some 1-vent to Cedar Falls. 
Some returned to their homes in about two weeks, while 
others stayed until after the harvest and returned to find 
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that most of t.heir sod corn and vegetables hld been destroy­
ed by lvhatever livestoc~c they had left at b.ome. 

It is not knoivn v;hether i . .:.ayne ever returaed v;ith his 
fa.cr:.ily to the grove v1hich haa been raJ1ed for him.. There was 
something mysterious about him vmich his neighbors could 
never unc.erstand. lie vvas quick-,1i tted and sharp but could 
neither read nor write. He seen1ed to ~refer living on the 
verge of ci vi 1 izE;tion for as soon as a place became sett:led 
he ,vould move on. Ee divided his time bet1veen trapping and 
hunting and naking claims. He never referred to his past 
life so manv thought he b.a.c escaped to the west to avoid the 
arm of the law. 

It is a strange thing that ever:rune re.mem.bered 1:ayne 
after he had gone to :1 f olJ. ov.; the heels of the buff'alo farth­
er vvestj', but they did not knovJ ho,:,v to spell his name. Cn 
the first maps ~~hich located the grove and the creek it vVS.s 
spelled a1:aina but later -rtl. :N. Davidson, an attorney at 
l-Iar~pton, a.re\v a large nap of the county and in ~arking the 
cree"k spelled it a1:.ayne." This bece..me accepted. 

Sune accoti.n.ts say that a settler named Van horn first 
brought the n.evls of tl1e Indians to 1-layne 1 s Grove, that he 
carried the 't:vord to l=Ioon' s and that Silas 1.~oon carried it 
on. This Van Horn came to the Garner cabin before bedtime 
and the fa~ilies ir~aediately started getting ready to leave. 
But as Garners had a large flock o~ chickens and as the 
1-voM.en did not like to leave theu, it vs1as ttought that the 
best way to talce them e.long ·was to :cill, pick and cook them. 
They had to have food for tLeir journey arrr-Na~.l, so this plan 
-~vas adopted and theJ7 ~11 "'v·ver1t to v;ork. The job req1..1ired 
nearly all night but by daylight they had a large su~ply of 
savory chicken to take along, and everything was loaded. 
They started, ta~ing the trail 1;1hich led dov;n I:~ayne' s creek. 
The first 11ight they canped at the aliurse necka near ·what 
\vas later to be 1mov\,n as ~lilloughby in Butler County. This 
was a long drive for ox teams. The next aay they went to 
Cedar Falls. The Garner fa~uly re~lla.ined away about three 
weeks. This flight delayed the settler1ent of Franklin Coun­
ty and caused loss and trouble to all. 
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~7..RLY SETTL=:RS or FR..4:=YI,TI·T CCurITY 

The men who· were rorced to :move from their homes in 
such haste that terrible nie.ht of July 4, 1854, had come to 
Franklin County during the two preceding years. Addison 
Phelps was one of the first. Ee started with his family 
frcm Ohio to found a new hoae in Io,va in 1852. Ee brought 
Yvi th hi.I!l also one of' his neighbors \vho 1-rianted to exarrlne the 
territory. This -r.1as James B. Reeve who v,as en.ployed by 
Phelps to drive a team and take a load of goods. Phelps had 
relatives along the Cedar River and v,,rhen they reached the 
home of these relatives the Phelps f a.-.jily stayed there while 
Phelps and Reeve ,vent on farther v1est. They were joined at 
Hardin City, which was then called Rice's Mill, by a rran 
naL1edM.oore • .after traveling sume distance they cane to a 
large grove where they camped. 

This grove of oak, hickory, and cottonwood was a won­
derful sight to the pioneer. It was a vast dark green 
island of trees in the r:1idst or an unending sea of viaving 
grass. It was a place where firewood could be gathered, 
v;here lot2:s could be found for cabins anc rails cut for ·-
fences. The pioneers ~new that the winter winds would be 
shut out by these dark woods and that game would always be 
plentiful there. One of the party went out in,~eciately and 
shot a prairie chicken for supper. The noise of the gun 
echoed bac~ fron the surrounding hills, and then .another 
white ~an, who had also arrived that aa7, sucden1y. appeare~ 
v1alking out from. the trees tolvard them. :,r knew that vas no 
Injun' s pun a he said, ''So I lost no tirle looking up my nevi 
neiP-..hbors. :, .__.. 

This !:!an vre.s John I.:ayne for v;hom the erove \\fas after­
i:.vard named. He had been llunting and tra~r.>ing and in follo,v­
ing up the river had found the grove. Ee had driven all the 
way rrom Indiana in an old Hoosier ii./a.gon dra-vm by two yoke 
of oxen. In the ¥Jagon ";Atere his 1;,ife and child, a bundle of 
beaver and ~ink traps, his rifle, and a scant su~ply of do­
nestic utensils. ~fuen he saw the three nen he sue£ested 
that all of them might ca:r1p together. I:rs. I.:a;me got supper 
for the )arty, ?.:.ode the first biscuits in Fra11klin County! 
Eot biscuits shortened with coon's erease, and served with 
fried prairie chicken! liv v1onder Phelps and Reeve decided 
that here was the ,1ace to stay. 

:ii th I~ayne' s oxen they broice furrows to m.~rk the bonnd­
aries of their claims. Then while ?helps and Reeve went 
bac~ to get the family and Liore _t>rovisions, Mayne built his 
cabin, which stood near the ford and was the first building 
erected in the · county. It ~ias nade of logs v;i th a dirt 
floor and shingles o~ basswood bark. 
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:,n.en Reeve with T·helps &nd the Phelps farnily returned 
they lived with the 1:ayne f~mily in the ne~Jly built cabin. 
Fhelps started to build a cabin for his fa.!!ily but got it 
only three or rour logs high when colc weather set in and he 
had to give it up. \linter came on too fast. They had not 
gathered enough hay for the horses nor hauled enough pro 
visions to last all 1A1inter. Phelps and R~eve 't·;ent to Janes­
ville 11i th the horses and arranged to 11.ave ther1 :.rept there 
all '?Ji:nter. Then they returned and began hunting and tr~p­
~ing. 7~ey thought that ~~th plenty of fresh ~eat they could 
oet along until sprin~ but when they ran out of flour and 
meal they decided that soileone must go for s~9plies. 

R~-eve said he \Vould go and he set out on f0ot for 
Janesville to fet his tear1 so that he could haul back plenty 
of food. Soon after he had started, however, it began to 
snov'l and a north 't~1ind nade it bitterly colc.. He \Valked on 
a.s fast as he could but to1-vard ni~ht he f ou.."1.c. that his hands 
and feet 1.1;.iere freezing. Iie vve.s- so vi1orn out and cold that he 
'\vanted to lie dol'ffi in the sn.o,\7 and ~ive un but he }~eot on • ... _ _, .... -
At l.s.st he reached Allen's Grove on the '..fest rork of the 
Cedar. He l1ad sorn.e matches and here he found -vi/ood and built 
a fire. He then took: of'f his s~oes and found his feet 
frozen and in terrible contition. There was no one to help 
him, and his feet became more anc more painful until he 
a.lraost criea_ aloud in agony. iTir·ht cane on the prairie and 
the v1olves started 110,.-i.rl ing. Tt1ere \Ji th the vi1olves, the 
little bonf'ire, &nd tho extrer:ie pain in his hands a:id feet., 
Reeve v1ai ted until aorning. By the time it "Nas light enough 
to see his feet had become so swolleu that he could not get 
his shoes back on. 1Ie ke::,t cutting them. dov·m and cutting 
theL1 do\VIl in hope of getting them on, u...-r1til thsr-e vvas not 
wuch left of the &~oes, but he did finally get them on and 
started out for ·Bealer's Grove, a settlewent now c~ll€d. 
:;.._~arble Rocle. lie arri1red there late that r1ight, al.most dead 
from cold and fatigue • 

.b.fter resting t1,;vo or three d3.ys and tr7ir_g to get his 
feet vvell again he left for cTanesville, 11a.ving got a team. 
There he stay·ed for \'?eeks, i.o.yatiently ,·,1ai tin€ tc :?'et ~~ell, 
at least v1ell enough to walk. I-Ie returned to i~ayI1e 1 s Grove 
in T:arch to find .. that the Phelps family had becon1e dis­
couraged after so many hardsl1ips and so m.uch hunger, and 
were leavinF- the country. 

:;..fter Phelps left, Mayne and Reeve divided up the 
vvinter' s catch of' furs. ?~ta1,ne ~ave Reeve a a.'"Jall dl.m mare 
and nror1ised him a certain number of \veel,cs' board for his ..,_ 

share of the furs. ..:~ fe-vv a.ays later I~ayne started a q_uarrel 
1:vi th Reeve, and the younger :.1an thought that i:avne v1an ted 
him to leave to save paying the board. Ee refused to go. 
Later in tl1e spring a sort or peace vvas n:patched up:' but the 
men never became real friends. 
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~mat sort of BB.n ,~,as Jaries B. Reeve? Years later his 
friend, It. ~. Trunbull \'lrote of hir1, aThe peol)le of Ha.I:1pton 
will never know how much they owe to Judge Reeve. lie was a 
.magnificent . speciri1en of ,vestern production: a ~reat, big> 
brave p;iant of a Ban, with a heart te!lder as a wonan•s. He 
was aos~itable and generous to a feu.lt, if such a thing can 
be. He vias an incorruptible officer and a thoroughly honest 
n1an. Ee ·was a great reader and had rare practical sense. a 

Leander Reeve, brother of James, came out from Ohio in 
iiay, 1853, and took the Phelps' clain. James brol~e ten 
acres on his claim and ilayne, v1ho bad by no,v i·t-=ide an addi­
tional clain, broke ten acres on that. Late in June George 
Sttlrns, Henry Garner, and a 1.:r. Fairchild came -rd th their 
far-lilies to the P;rove. 1:ayne clai~ed all the best locations 
1Ie sold his ori~inal claim. ,,.ii.th its shanty to Sturms, the 
second of his claims to Henry Garner and another place to 
Fairchild. Then like nany pioneers of that time he moved 
farther -rNest, this time taking a claim i11 a grove above 
i:aysville. 

Later sa~uel and Job Garner came. The latter applied 
to ~a~es and Leander Reeve for a ?iece of good land they 
were holding in reserve for a friend back ~ast. The set­
tlers often chose desirable land r:ear their o~v'TI farms and 
clairned it for some friend or relative v;ho had not yet 
arrived. If the expected ?erson failed to a~Jear, the claic. 
vvould be for sale. Thus the Reeve bruthnrs had taken up a 
farm for .-u1drevi Coffin, a frie!ld in Ohio, but v;hen he did 
not co:m.e they off ereci the claio to J"ob Garner for $200. 
Garr1er \:~as a }_1reaci1er; since they needed one d.t the settle­
ment-, he of :fered tu 3ive his services tu l)ay for the land. 
Jam.es and Leander Reeve were not churchgoers but they agreed 
nevertheless. Scm.e acco~,nts sa~r that Garner preached only 
once, at the home of Fairchild. all we :movv is that several 
histurians tell us the first religious services were held in 
the spring of 1853 in Fairchild's cabin. 

That surnoer Janes Reeve returned to Ohio to bring his 
v1ife and eiel1t children to Ioiva by teara and ;vagon. They 
arrived Septer.1ber 15, 1853 and speat their first winter in 
the cabin begun by Phelps. 

Some time afte:rvvards, Silas Hoon and ?eter Rhinehart 
arrived, and as it ~vas then too late in the season to build 
a cabin, PJlineh8rt spent the cold ·weat~·::.er v-Ji th Sturms. T\vo 
rnen named Crouch anc1 "'i.'lebb cane next a.ncl. both took claims. 
Crouch was L~a~rne' s brot~::er-in-law, and :1oved in \lith that 
family. 

During this winter the Crouch baby died. It was the 
first death in the county. 1irs. L~ayne 1.vent to the James 
Reeve cabin on horseback to borrow sugar two days before the 
baby died. The child was then very sick, and she told the 
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Reeves when to expect 
morrov1, n she said, ~lf or 
tine •• : 1fb.en she spoke 
funeral was held. 

the funeral. :,cotie day after to­
it will surely be ~one before that 
it was SUnday; and on Tuesday the 

In ~ril, ~tebb died while he lvas at 1;or!~ at Rice• s l~ill. 
His burial place and that or the Crouch baby, near the ~1est 
end of l~ayne' s Grove, have been Distaken for Indian graves. 

These are the fa□ilies which ~~ntered at the Grove that 
first year: Judge Reeve, Job, Sailuel and lienry Garner, John 
i-.1ayne, James ],airchild, George Stur...J.s, Peter IL.inehart, 
3ilas I.:ioon, Crouch, :Jebb, a11d Dr. _..rledge. It -.-,as a year 
later, in 1854, that these saue people were frightened from 
their homes by the Indian scare. Tvro children were born 
that first v'linter 1,m.en the 3turm.s and the sarauel Garners 
each had a son. Abner Sturms ~as the first white child born 
in Fran~lin County. 

Janes Van Eorn came in le54 and took a farm about a 
mile north of :Hampton. This Van 1Iorn ;·J8.s tl1e Ban ·who first 
~ot 1\1ord of the Indian trouble and cfille to 1Iayne' s Grove to -~ 
\ivarn the other settlers. 

John I. Popejoy left Ohio in 1854 to look for a farn 
l1is fatb.er had tak:en in 1853 in Y.iarren County. 1-fot finding 
anythinFs, he '!/;ent to the land off ice located at Des I.~oines 
and noted that there li1ere ti.mber lots not yet entered in 
Fran_~lin County. IIe entered a forty acre tract in Highland 
Grove, 1'unsight and unseena, then drove out to find his land-
lfuen he reached 1ivhat he called '1his ·r,oods 71 and found a 
spring tJ:!ere, he vvas veT-y hap::y and imraediately decided that 
right there by the s,r,ng he wauted to live. But at that 
moment tivo :n.en cane out of the woods at the sarae s:9ot and 
challe~-iged his ri~ht to the claim. Each man had a gun and 
one of them pointed his threateningly at Popejoy, asking him 
to leave at once because he viho held t11e gun, had :first 
claim to this land. 

:t-opejoy had been resting 11ear the spring and he nov, 
rose to his feet and said, "1'et ra.e see your gun.;, Ta--cing it 
without resistance, he raised it and fired at a tree a few 
rods of~. \ll:ow, ,i he said, al. 1,varrt this grove. If you have 
a clain on it I will buy you out. If you haven't I will 
~ake one in a f ev'1 minutes. a 

The fellovv v:/ho had threate11ec"i him v1ith the ~un then led -him up a hill and showed where he had begun a cabin. :,hen 
Popejoy sa,v the cabin he realized that this stran!ler had a 
real right to the lPind. lie paid him $50 for the claim and 
then returned to Des i-.:oines where he boueht p.,nough land ad­
joining the grove to make an entire section. A.fter that he 
drove back: to his home. ?ope joy vm.s the second nan to set­
tle in Oakland township where this farm ViS.S located. 

12 



A.b t ~h· t· ~ 
0 ~-1~ 't. t -·~..p• ult .a&. ou ll is sane l.lile ~ airc.L:.i c C!O 1.n o a c1.1.· .. ic "l y 

which forced him to leave i. . .:.ayne' s Grove. A.m.onr: the settlers 
the e;re2.tes:n crime kn.01.-m in the co2D1unity v1a.s il jun:,ing a 
claima, or taking sorJ.eone else's farI!l. Cften a ?1e-v1 settler 
1:~ould r:ake sone trifling cistake ; n :1arking his claim, such 
as failin~ to neasure or stake ofr boundaries correctly, or 
not ~ivinr. the proper notice to the land office in register­
ing the claim.. There were men who took adv&ntage of these 
sr1all ~ista1-ces and v,ould lay claiE to lanG. ever- :--:hen it 1,-.,7as 
beinP-: farMed. Such aen vvere often speculators Vlho 1-ffinted ~- -
only to pet control of a large area of land but who did not 
care to build homes on the land or to farm it. All such 
:1claim jtlLipersn 1:'1ere n1uch hated and o:rten punished or driven 
out of the comr2unity by bands of' angry :farners. In June 
such a s,eculator came to r:a.yne' s Grove and v1hile exploring 
the region he t.ook s. fancy to riayne' s claim. as Fairchild 
·was I.~avne' s neigh~)or the nan :sade friends vdth hi:o and found 
out that 1.:ayne' s claim. \'.7as defective or not ~rope:rly regis­
tered. Re then "entered J:~ayne out•l, ta~.cing over the land. 
This r3.ised such a feeling ae&inst Fairchild that he had to 
leave. One settler re.nar:~ed after he Vias e;one, ~;T'ivas the 
best thing 1'1e could do for he 1.voulc ~ave been shot if he had 
stayed.a 

During the sane ~onth Ch.J.rles Legcett and a Ban naL1ed 
Loomis cane from Ohio a.r10. ,valked froo ·~/cl.terloo to Lla~rne' s 
Grove. Cften they could not find sJrinss fron ·which to 
drink and were furced to drink from the sloughs. To do this 
they had to find a hole ivhere a.11. elk or buffalo had stepped 
into the soft ground leaving a de~ression filled with water. 
Into this hoof-track they lowered a pint bottle until it 
fi°lled vvi th v1ater. The water vi1as luke-warL:, m.urky, and dis­
agreeable but to find even this was considered luck. They 
finally reached their cestinati on, ll.01:;ever, and both took 
farris. LooLlis li.ll11edia tely hired a r~n to bre.:1k sod on his 
farm and after that the two men en~a"cd Jucae Reeve to drive ,.... - ... 
then back to Cedar Falls; from there the1r retur}1ed to Ohio 
fer their farrl.lie s. 

Leggett later told of lcilling an elk in Sei:>tem.ber 1800. 
This 1:1.ust have been one of the lust of tl1e ell;: in rran.~lin 
County because L.B. RayvJond, one of the ~ioneer editors of 
the cuu.nt7, has re core ea. that the elk cisa_p9eared about 1856 
and the hst of the buffalo went two years earlier, in 1854, 
although James Reeve and ~Jilliam Bi ... aden :tilled an ir~r:~ense 
buffalo bull on the "'1rairie in 1Ia~~il ton To1"mshin as late as .. ~ 

June 1856. The hu~e ani~al was just jrn~in~ the cha~~el of 
1:ayne' s Creek 71hen a shot bruuf.:ht him dovm.. The carcass 
"tAJas fo11nd to be so he8.v-Y that it took several r:1en to get it 
out of the creek. All throu~h the ~ears of settlement~ 
-vvhenever a stray beast v;as located in the neighborhood, all 
hands turned out for the hunt tmtil the beast v1as shot. 
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Le~?ett's elk was one of these unfortunate ant~..als ~ho 
had, like certain of the Indians, strayed back into old 
pastures and crossed the line into the region or settlement. 
LegP'ett and Staley, a !leighb.or, \\iere m.aki~1r-- hay that fine 
fall day vihen they savv the elk feeding about half a mi le of:C. 
Each man juuped on a horse and carrying pitchforks they 
started in :-,ursuit. Leggett overtook the elk and stabbed 
hin v1ith the :pitchfork but did· not kill him.. The elk got 
away with the tines of the Jitchfork lodged in his shoulder. 
But the ti.vo nen still follo\ved and as the elk tried to cross 
a small creek the pitchfork handle was caught between two 
trees and held fir~Jy, ·until Leggett could get close enough 
to catch hold of it again. Staley came up next lNi th his 
rork and held the struggling elk on the other side. They 
had captured the animal but they could not kill it. 

Just then a lucky thing haJpened. ~~~other neighbor, Dr. 
L~itch.ell, car1e into sight over the hill. He had been out 
arter prairie chickens and still carried his shotgun. 
Leggett co.lled to hi 1-:1 and he ca=ie up very· nuch excited and 
said he v;ould sl.1.oot the e~o He took ain and fired but 
~issed coB~letely. He tried again with the other barrel or 
the gun but agaL."'1. he IJ.issed. The ~ioncers called this :;buck 
aguei', v1hen a hunter became so e-x-cited that he couldn't hold 
his gun steady. Leggett jol-:ed -vvi th 1:i tchell s3.7ing he vlas 
having this trouble, and asked him to hold the pitchfork 
v,rhile he shot tl1e anjraal. But I.~itchell 1:vould not give up 
the gun. IIe ·v:as -8.ore than ever detel'iilined to finish the elk 
even if it took all the :pov;der he had in his horn. So he 
reloaded the gun and vallcing up to the animal, helc the 
muzzel about si~ inches fron its head and fired. This tine 
tl1e el}~ fell dead and Jroviclec. many meals of fresh steak for 
the farailies of tl1e settlers. 

There are Tiany other hunting stories. Late in the fall 
of that first year in Franklin County, Janes Reeve anc John 
J:.:ayne savv a herd of about one hundred buffalo in a ra,rine in 
Reeve tovmship. The~r fired into then bu_t vvithout effect. 
The baffaloes r.1oved rrortl11Jard and tl1e men follo·,,·1ed, getting 
a shot no1;v a.n.d then ·when the herd came to a strean and ~vere 
huadled to~ether at the crossing. But they could kill none 
of them. -They follo~·~d on, ho1.·1ever, although it ,~s now 
e;etting dark. Four or five miles i:"Jest of Sl1obe' s Grove they 
caught up ·with the herd again ant; tiding behind a blu:ff, they 
crept up close to the animals. Fron this place they got a 
good shot and ~illed t,,.,o before the herd could get avvay. But 
nov\1 it had started to s11ovi and in the darkness they could 
not get their bearings. They v1ere lost. It v,as getting 
colder and they had to have shelter. There were the two 
bu_ffalo. The !J.en s}:inned both eu~irials and 1:rap:;,ing th8I!l­
sel-ves in the l1ices, lay dovm a11d slept until norning. BY 
daylight they could see tl1e grove and ~ne\\1 1"Jhere they were. 
They reached hone safely by noon. 

14 



CK-:.PTER 4 

TH& ORG.A?-TIZA.TIO!~ OF FRA1'1KI~n: C Our!TY 

Franklin County was created in 1851 by an act of the 
State Legislature, but it "{.•;as not orga:iized until 1855. 
lTntil that time there v1ere not e:i.1.ouc,ll settlers in the vicin-.... _. 
ity·to hold9.n election; t1"1erefore Fra::..1kli11 County was 
attached to 1Iardin and Cl1ickasa,v counties. But on .b.Ugust 5, 
1855, by an order of the co·nty judge in Chickas~w County, 
an election v1a.s held 3.t t~he b.c)r~e of Janes B. Reeve. Forty­
eip-r.1t Llen voted and chose the fol 7 o~:ing officers; J°ar!l.es B. 
Reeve·, county jud3e, J..Sa.;,ic I:iller, treasurer 'and recorder; 
Dr. M.i tchell, clerx of courts; John Popejoy, assessor; li.P· • 
... --,,.llen, survey·or; J·l.• ... ~. Jorda11, prosecuting cttorney; c. ~~ 
Leggett and Jones, justices of the ~eace; and 3olowon Staley, 
sh.eriff. Tl1e nevv county 11vas ce..lled Frankl in for Benja ... rln 
Franklin, statesman of Revolutionary days. · 

Franlclin. County \vas the fifth county ~vest of the liiss­
issippi in the third tier f~un the northern boundary of the 
State, lying between the 11.inety-thir~ and ninety-fourth 
Tieridians. It contained 16 Congressional to¼nships, each 
one six L1iles each v1ay, vvlrlch v.rere finally n3illed R6eve, 1.=or­
ga11, 'vVes.t. Forl-<:, Osceola, InghcJ.ra, Geneva, Galtland, IIacilton, 
Grant, Lee, l{isner, Richla."'1.d, Scott, 1~2.rion, Ross, and 1.:ott. 

~-Ster the election the returns were sent to Bradford, 
tl1e Chiclfasavt1 County seat, arid the ne-vvl1r elected Judge James 
Reeve a:id the trens1.:i .. rer Isaac ~~iller r1ade tb.e long journey 
to Dave:1:~)ort to P:et tl1e boot:s a:n.d various bla11ks to be used 

.&. • ••• 

in the bt1s111ess of tl1e county. The Reeve ho1:1.e became the 
first cot1rthouse and sc,m.etimes the fa::ily C.2td little rooiil 
left for tl1en.selves, for the settlers gathered there for 
meetings and filled every inch, it seemed, or th~ir lug 
cabin. 

The first censu.s Vla s tal;:en in the ne\v county in. 1856; 
the _po_-pulation at th:3.t time -v;as fot1.t.11.d to be ?80o Four years 
later it ;vas 1,309. For soL1e ·.re3.rs the popt1lation in the 
co1·nties farther v,est centinued to be sr!Iall. .sven Cherokee 
Cour1.ty had only 15 people during the \Jinter o:r 1852-:53, be­
cause of Incian scares. This sb.o·vJs the difference in the 
_progress of set tler!lent bet;:1een rtdddle counties of Iowa and 
counties ~arther west. ~ven as late as 1880 3ioux Cicy, 
1Nhich i.Jas settled earlJr, 1.Nas still only a co;2:L.1ur1ity of ~bout 
six thousand people. It took .rn.any years for ,vestern Io\v-a 
to catch up 1Jitl1 tl1e e,:tstern part of the State. The lliddle 
counties rud the two adva.~1tages of i1ear:aess tu the nore 
settled eastern section and or a location s~fely distant 
from the frontier counties. 
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After Fr--a.nklin hctd been organized, it wa~ necessary to 
locate the county seat. By this step the yeo1)le ...,~e.re nearly 
.w.ade the victim of a group of S.:_J8culators. 1.,istrict Judse 
Cave~. McFarland cisregarde~ the petition p~esentec by the 
settlers askinf ::1.en 1,1ho.w. the~~ :tad cl1osen to be a-o"Jointed as 
co::illlissioners. lie said f"latly: 0 1. a:;>1oint Di· • .nu.it one cf 
the comr:1.issioners, and I don't care if the people of Frank­
li:c. County like it or riot. .tu1d I also a-o,oir1t M. lt. TrlEl­
bull, of Butler County, and J". D. ~ho1.1pson.: o:f IIa~c.in Count, 
who voted for .me, as the other tvvo co!118.issioners. ·• 

The co.nr:-iissioners net several tines, and in -~pite ~~ 
Trunbull's protests, decided to locate the county seat on 
lane Qvv:ied by Tho.tr.as Abel and to call ~he nev-1 to::m J"effer­
s011. Trturibull voted for a site on :)rope rt~,.-.· ovi11ed by Job 
Garner. The Fra~k!in County settlers did not like the co~­
missio11ers' c11oice, for Tl10L1.as _1.bel actuall1r nude his resi­
dence in I-Tarsb.all County to the south. They felt it v-ias a 
plan to :-·1a1:ee r::011ey at tl1eir expense, for any to,rn site al­
T.Jvays becor:ies a valuable piece of land ,men it is divided up 
into lots and sold. The Franklin County citizens, believing 
that the county seat question had becor:ie an excuse for land 
speculation, filed a _petition as:~ing the cior.r.:issiuners to 
order a vote on ~he subject at the next April (1665) elec­
tion. ;'i. condition of this petition recruired the site for 
the nevv tov,n to be locc.ted on tl-1e far:.1 of J"ob Garner, a 
resident of the county. The petition ~was ]Jroperly posted , 
signed, and filed in Judge James B. Reeve's eourt. 

At the Auril election the settlers gathered to defeat 
the conmissioners and the land s-pecv.lators, and by their 
votes decided aLnost u_~ani2ously for the Garner site. It is 
said that in this contest the Jefferson site received only 
t1-Jo votes. Thus iJ1ith the help of Juc.ge Reeve, \.vho ·wanted to 
see fair Jlay, a11d the u11tiring ~.:vurk of another .man, M. M.. 
TrUDbull, the pioneers' -v;ishes \!.;ere respected e:1.nd their 
rights maintained. 

T\110 Franl-::lin County men, Job G:1.rner and George Ryan, 
gave 40 acres of land, vvhic h v.;as platted and sold for to1.m 
lots reg~rdless of how the con~issioners felt about it. The 
sale of these lo~s ~ade the county enough money to build the 
courtl1ouse, to do the necessar;,r ,Nork such as laying city 
streets, building roads, and paying the costs of surveying 
and platting. On June 2, 1856, H. ~ .... ~llen, the county sur­
veyor, finished the iVork of platting the village and the 
ulat v1as recorded. nvo sons of Job Garner b.elued in the ~. ~ 

vi1ork of surve-ving. lillen Garner "'dorked as cha.inri1r:"ill and re-
::.~---,j_vci ~j4.35 for 11is vvork and also $4.50 ror carrying. or 
setting surveyor's sta~ces. lfatthias Garner received ~o.87 
for his vvor:{ as chairun.an, according to co1111ty records, and 
also hauled stones ·wl1ich i.r>Jere set up at each corner for 
~nrkers. His wages for the latter job are not stated. 

16 



5. B. Jackson, a young lawyer who had come west to 
"Gro1:1 up v:ii th the country", earned $4.35 o.S chalnroan and ~isa 
Platt, \Vho sought to buy land, hauled surveyor's sta~es for 
$1. '75. ~lilliam. Easterbro~k, chaimnan, received $3.12. 

The ~8.!!le Benja~in, honoring Fran~lin, was chosen for 
the new town by both Garner and Ryan, and was used fer som.e 
time. R. F. Piatt objected, however, on t~e ground thatihere 
11-Jas already unother Be}1jamin in the State, arrd J"uc1.£e Reeve 
\Vas ir1duced to chanr.e the nane to Ea.r-1 _ _;;ton, after Bar.:pton 
Roads, Virginia. ?iatt ·was anong the first la,-..i-yers to 
practice in Franklin County ~nd had taken a ~ro£inent part 
in its earl-;_r developr1ent and orgar1ization. 

Ea::ipton, two r1iles east of the ce11ter of the county, 
surrounded by as ~igooc. far:1ing land as 7 ies out of doors·', 
was later to be connected ~ith the rest of the world by good 
roads and two railroads, but at the time cf the organization 
of the county there was no road at all and there were very 
fev,; h.orses or oxen. ··.lhen a settler desireo to l1ear fr<.m 
friends he e-i ther trud.n-ec. on f cot or rode a horse all the 
v10..y to Cedar Falls for his nnil, or e]1t rusted the errand to 
a nei p-,hbor ~.Nho ,:Jas foing that wa·r. T1/Jo-cent post3.ge sta:::-aps 
~vere then un~~r1ov.;n and even ~lie .-:·j_oder11 envelope haa. not come 
into use. The sheet of 1-vriting _;;>aper 1-·Jct1ld be folded in a 
certain ·way and ri1a.c1e secure \:d. th sealing ·vvax. This was then 
addressed to its destination and the persun receiving it 
v·.roulci often be called u-oon to ·.Jclv as high as t1:Je:nt-:r-five .. ~ '- - ._ 

cents for the letter. 

r~111en the railroads i:Vere bailt eacr1 ttr:,nn soon had a 
post office of its ovi.1n \"vi th ..,,veekly delivery of uail. Later 
deliveries v1ere made seni-v;eef.:ly arid finally they were r1ade 
daily. In 165'7 a ?Ost office ·was establisl1ed at ::a:,rsville 
and most of the :nail for ~Iam.pton \•vas obtained tl1ere. Later 
in that year an office at Har~ton was chartered and on De­
cer:~ber 19 Robert F. Piatt --:Jvas co.rru:-.i.issioned the first post­
master. In 1869 the Ilanpton post office 1-,.;as r:1sce a r:oney 
order station. 

I:n. the ·winter of 1£.56-5? Franklin County- l1ad a private 
school. S. 1Io Vari I:irk taught in 1:;:aJ.J._pton in a sr.1.all builc.ing 
on the corner of Reeve and Second streets. Ee v-1as a 1--iell 
educated man and gave the fe\v l)UI)ils 1 nstru.ction for about 
three r:1011ths. T:~is vvas not a public school; the parents 
subscribed a certain sumo~ money for its upkeep. In the 
sprine; of 185'7 a real s choc,lhouse v;as built in fiaapton. It 
cost a little more than $100 and was not equipped with 
desks. Clara ""J:;"att, a girl still in her teens, taught this 
school. The second, a fr~!e structure, was built the rollow­
ing yee.r by F. 1'.... Dci1t on and :E. 0. ~va11s, and v;as paid :r or 
with public funds raised by taxation as soon as the county 
V'1as cor1pletely organized. 
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The first house within the corporation or Hampton was a 
log cabin erected by Job Garner in 1655. The town was incor­
porated in 1871. T:..e first ~vor \~as Willian1 Ra~r .. -:iond. 

The first church edifice built in Hampton ~,as the Bap­
tist Bhurch erected in 1669. The first church organized in 
the county was the Congregational in 1857, its pastor the 
Reverend \l. ? • Avery. 

The first graduate in the Rampton high school acted as 
valedictorian and salutatorian ant composed the \ihole $Udent 
body of the class of 1861. .n.e v1as Cha:rles il. :..:-ilcox. 

In after years, l1u~vever, his favorite neraories ,vere of 
extra-scholastic activities. Chief among these ,,vas his f·irst 
caillping trip. His father gave him 15 cents for his expenses 
and the father of the other boy provided a l!.orse and buggy. 
They stayed away from home one whole nieht and went fishing. 
:lilcox caught a turtle instead o:f a fish. 

Octavia Sm.ith., the 'first Franklin Comity teacher in 
that earlier tr""\r"1ng season of 185,:, had rr...a::-ried E. J. 
:~itchell. Long afterward, loo~ing back on t.:.~ose pioneer 
days, she 1:vrote: nr v'4ias youne, not c:uite seve11teen, and had 
earned a little rtoney teaching school at one dollar and a 
half 11er t~eek. IiJr husband ••• said one do..:r before ·we married, 
'I have t'\1>1enty dollars, do you tb.ink v;e could co;JI.,le!lce 
house-1,-ceeping? 

i?I thourht v1e coulo., so YJe ~:vere !.rllrried and began keep­
ing house and only use a. thirteen of the t-..venty dollars, that 
inclt1ded our furniture, cook stove, dishes and groceries.;t 
The stove cost ~1.50, tb.e cl1airs 50 cents apiece. :-1hile her 
young husband built a table and bedsteads, the bride put a 
curtain around a~ enntv neal barrel and used it for a center - ... 
table to hold the far1ily Bible and hyr.s..ID bool::. 

But soon the younr- couple felt very rich indeed. 
l~itchell's father gave her ~.,30 ,_,vit.h 1·ihich to buy a covJ. 
cow :rielded enough creai.--:1 to criurn ~?12 v\Torth of butter 
four months. 

lirs. 
The 

• in 

v!n.en they had bee11 :J.arried three years the cc.Y.r-1 died. 
This, she says, was a gre~t loss as they had ilO butter to 
eat or to sell. They had a pig to ~ill, hmiever, and when 
the pig haa been slaughtered she sold ~art of the lard to 
buy herself a :new calico dress. But t:1ere vas only enough 
lard to pay for seven yards, so the dress turned out to be 
rather short. One of her neighbors came in shortly after-
1:vard arid told her it v.;as too short, but l~rs. l-.:.itchell was 
not greatly troubled by this. ttit ·will be long enough be­
fore I get another, 0 she said. 
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She tells of ho"t1 very culc. it was in the vdnter of 
1856-57, that hard l.Jinter Vihen the Sioux I:nclidns ~lmost 
starve6. a11d the l1orrible :~~ssacre at Spirit Lake took :_)lace. 
There was no food anywhere except in the settlers' cabins. 
Even the elk died on the prairies. The hungry Indians 
prowled around begeing for food and finally they killed 32 
white people who had settled near Spirit lake. To,vard 
spring the frightful news reached Franklin County. Two 
years before people had been frightened out of their homes 
by an Indian scare, their crops destroyed and nuch of their 
livestock lost, but this time they refused to move. 

RUtt.ors reached them that I!ldians ·"1ere coming to mas­
sacre all the people of Iovira. riany came from Fort Dodge and 
farther west. Each reported the Indians only a few hours 
journey behind them and rapidly coming east. The eight 
fa.rn.ilies at Oakland .. ,:'vere asked to join those fleeing to es­
cape death, but none of them could be easily persuaded to 
leave the homes they had 1.~orked for so hard and ,uhich they 
had made 0leasant and comrortable. In order to nrotect the - ~ 

women and children, however, they did evacuate their homes 
and gathered at i:i tchell' s place which ,-vas turned into a 
temporary fort. 

Beds ~vere ITE.de u_p on the floors both upstairs and dovm 
and the men brought guns a.vid po·vvder and for a week kept sen­
tinels at their ?Osts day and night to euard the people 
\Vi thin the house. The Pope joys, ~,vho had to remain at home to 
feed and care for their livestock, k:ept a te8Ll o:f horses 
harnessed to a 1-iVagon ready to race tov,ard ·'Fort l.Iitchella at 
a rn.oment's notice. But after days of vigil and many sleep­
less hours of darkness, it ~~s decided that the anticipated 
Indian attack was a false alarfil, and all the fa~ilies re­
turned sarely to their own households. 

19 



c&.P·rER 5 

:DEVELOPMENT AND THE CIVIL VIAR 

The first "ihite settlers often arrived before the land 
had been surveyed, anc stal~ed off their o,m property. They 
ste:Jpeci off c.ista.nces instead or i1easuring a!1.d thus r.c.any of 
the claims 1.-vere not accurately .o.ar~ed and sone overlapped. 
,ll1en GovernDent surveyors CaLj_e into the country the early 
lines -v;ere corrected and every ef~ ort ·was n&c.e to give the 
squatter his rights. Arter the land had been measured, each 
squat~er paid the United States Govern~ent $1.25 an acre for 
his land. 

In 1860 the honiestead la,v vias :p._ssed enc the·.: settler 
could take up 160 acres if he lived on it and made certain 
im,rove~ents such as building a cabin, breaking a certain 
nunber of acres or fencing a given area. _:...fter that the 
settler was called homestesder instead uf sauatter. 

By le 60 Franklin Count~r vvas vJell settled, and had a 
nunber of flourishin~ towns. In 185? it had even been ---
crossed, alt~ou~h only at the extrene southeast curner, by 
its first railroad, the Dubu~ue-Sioux City line. That year, 
lL.VJ.fortrmately, the vJhole country v1as s\vept by a financial 
panic. !Ionev v,as scarce, and those v1hu liad it feared to in­
vest or to allo\'1 their f\1nds to be used for purposes of 
builcing and expansion. 

I7evertheless, by 1860, :-:s.r1pton, the Fran:~lin County 
seat, " .. ~,as a ,ibustling burg, of 200a iNith two general stores, 
a printing off ice and a flour nill. ~ ne1vspaper, the 
~ranklin Record, established 1.:arch 28, 1859 by Thomas Drum.­
~ond, adve~tised the reopening and refitting of a hotel -
}I~pton' s first hostelry. It tas a story-anC.-a-half frame 
building, put up in the spring or 185? by John E. Boyles • 
The advertisenent read: ·1The subscriber invites public 
attention to this establisb.CTent which he had lately reopened 
and refitted, and intends to keep as nearly as possible up 
to the handle. Ile vvill use his best endeavor to m.a.~e his 
house a pleasant spot by the va7side, and solicits the pat­
ronage of all hu_~gry, starved souls, pro~ising them that 
they shall have the best that can be procured in this region. 
He professes to be a }might of the ribbons, and accordingly 
takes the best Jossible care of the 'nags~ -- having the 
largest and best stable in Fran~lin County and 'ostler who 
1-cno,Ns ho-vv to 'do the thing up brown'?~. The v1ording of this 
notice to the public shows the syirit of optimism and enter­
prise shared by rsany of the early business nen and settlers 
in Franklin County. 
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During the period from 1854 to 1860 the pioneers had 
suffered wany hardstips -- the inconvenience of living in 
prh~itive log cabins on the ~rairie, the recurring fear o~ 
attacks by Inc.ians, and during the long v;inter nonths, the 
constant fight against bit.tar cold weather. In January 1857 
a i=rs. Ryan v1as frozen to death near the Haecker place in 
I-:iott ~ov,;nshl.p. She and her husband had been visiting 
friends one evening; when they started home the wind was 
blo,;·1ing heavily and there \Vas a thick snovd'all. The couple 
lost the path and wandered helplessly through the storm. 
Finally 1;rs. Ryan sank exhausted on the bank of a little 
hill -- she could walk no farther. Her husband turned back 
to hunt for help, but it ;:Jas daylight before he returned 
with several would-be rescuers, only to find Llrs. Ryan still 
seated on tl1e hillock, frozen to death. 

There were other accidental and naturai deaths in the 
col.L.~ty, too -- of children, old people, and persons of vaTi­
ous ages. But, s1nce even du.ring difficult tines, life can­
not be all sorrow, as a counter-balance there were many good 
times -- ,lhouse raisin' sa -- 1vhen the settlers met to help 
put up new log houses and celebrate their occupancy -­
weddings, and com.uunity religious and educational gathering& 

The first wedding to take place in the county -- that 
of Jar·les 1:artin and ITa11cy Garner -- vvas sulermized in the 
sunmer of 1856 at the home of Abe Bacon in Otisville. The 
bride and brideS111aid had to ascend to the i'loft,., and dress 
by the light of a 11 slutn lamp, m.ade of a hollo;-ved-out turnip 
filled 1t-Tith hog grease and lit ·with a cloth v"vick. The 
bricegroorn. had to put on his i

1best suit~· vvithin the shelter 
of the corncrib • 

... l typical v1ed6ing celebration of a few years later vvhen 
living conditions had becone relatively comfortable, was 
that of R. E. Train, teacher of the first school at Otis­
ville in 1856, and superintendent of a Sabbath School or­
ganized in 1860, to Huldah Jane tiorgan. This -was an event 
of 1861. The Bible class leader, E. A. Eo\vland, a wedding 
guest, v1as viarned by the bride's nother not to a]lague;' the 
girl and thus annoy the bridegroom. Howland, dressed up in 
a borrowed suit, did not feel at home in his temporary 
finerJ, but forgot his o~1Il enbarrassment in helping dispel 
the confusion of Train and of Squire debediah from Oakland 
~vho was officiating. IIowlan.d vvas compelled to interrupt the 
ceremony VJhen it v,as about half tj1.rough to change the posi­
t ion of the bride and groom, ;,as I did not 1.rvant them Darried 
left-handed.a 

Arter the cere.:D.ony there vras a basket lunch and then 
the guests enjoyed }_)laying the game of _'i1 Copenhagena. In 
this gai~e a ring vVas formed with rope. Each player held his 
hands on the rope and there ·were one or two inside. If the 
,ersons inside the ring could strike the hand of one of the 
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opposite sex outside, it v:Tas their privilege to kiss tae 
latter before he or she could also dodge in.siee. This game 
brought rorth nu.er .. lau~,hter and teasing and 1-ns considered 
great fun b~r the cruv-1d. just imagine the gro,am-ups of' today 
indul~ing in such sport! 

'Vhile this gane -r.,vas being Jlayed at the Train wedding 
festivities, Howland thought up wba.t he considered a capi­
tal joke. ..:JrJ.ung the 3>layers were John I. Popejoy, "the 
cattle king;', 1,vho on his arrival in Franklin County in 1E54 
had acquired 286 acres of land. There was also a lirs. 
~/alters, 1nho (}U.ickly called Popejoy' s at·tention to his horse 
tied up in the yard,and then took advantage of his momentary 
distraction to strike him a sound blow on the hand. Popejoy 
was so astonished that she bad ~issed him before he could 
recover enough to dodge inside the rope. -~terward Popejoy 
declared that this cured him of the habit of smoking for two 
years ••• Thus the pioneers a~used themselves. T~ere was 
always laug.nter on the frontier. 

But soon the norm.al life of the settlers was saddened 
by the Civil -~{ar -- that great ·war fought bet'1"i1een the 1:rorth 
and the Soutr~ of our 01,.vn U:.. ... ited States. lien bad to leave 
their shops and plowshares to fight and kill their own 
countrymen. In F:-anklin Cuunty, as v1ell as all over Iowa, 
the building of roads anc railroads was halted or postponed, 
as ,ie.s the construction of nevi r,1ills and bridges, stores and 
homes. 

The nan.es of 130 soldiers from Franklin County are 
listed in the records of the Civil :.f~:..r. Fort7-five of the 
nen died in the service of their country. ~ong these was 
J"ames B. R;eve, captain or Cor,1pany E, 32nd Iov11a I,.~antry v1ho 
v11as killed J'~nuary 24, 1863, and his son Ferne_ndo, 'fflho died 
Se:,tenber 21, 1864. E2.ias I::oon was taken prisoi1er and died 
of starvation at Atlanta, Georgia, while one of the last 
battles between the lTorth and the South raged outside the 
city ·walls. 

Franklin County was represented first in the 6th 
Volunteer In.fantry, and in cor19anies of other reginents. 
Besides the 130 listed there were 100 ~en in the 44th 
I::fa11.trr, sorie in the cavalry forces, and a number in the 
r:orthern Border Brigade. 

A 9-year-old e:irl' s impressions of the -;_.,ar' s begin..11.ing, 
nrinted in the Fra~~lin Recorder in 1892 gives a vivid pic­
ture of the times; ii'I vvell rfillember the norning the 11:ews 
came that 1.~r had broken out. 11 .. r father ,it?as standing at the 
fate waitin~ ror the nail ca}rier to deliver the paper, when 
he rode u-o·- excitedly and said, 'They have fired on Fort 
Sur~pter'. Then my father raised his hat sole;snly 1 .dlld now so 
help us in heaven vve will free the slaves' ft. The child stood 
awe-stricken watching her father in his blue uniform the 
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mornin~ he was to leave. S~e wondered if it could be nossi­
ble that bullets ·woulc. hit rdm. "But -v:e heard the beat of 
the drur:is and lmeY-v that Co. B. \vas riarcb.i.ng down the street 
and that his tine ·with us vJas short. T:.ey halted at the 
gate and with hurried enbraces to mother and the little ones, 
he tool~ :::.e by the hand and led me to the gate with bin ••• 
ClirrtbinP" the fence, I corar1enced to v:ave rrr-J" little flag and 
sing at the to, of my voice 'T~e Union rorever' and the 
conpany joined in and when they passed out or sight I could 
still hear their voices as back from the hills came the 
i:.vora s, ·2The Union F6rever' a. -~las, that rather never re­
turned ho~e alive, but losing his life as an afte~-erfect of 
the strain of helping a 1-vou.nded comrade, -v,;as brought back 
the following vear in a flag-draped co~fin • 

• s. _rr,ore cheerful stor·y v;as that of Jarles ~1heeler 
1-.-lcI:enzie , "111ho f uug·h t Yvi th the 1-l.rmy of the Tenn es see. 
1.rc:Ce:nzie 1:vas conspicuous for his bravery under fire during 
an attack of the ene~y on ~.J.toona, Georgia, October 5, 1864. 
General Sheri-:an' s signal corps 11.ad been tr·.ring to send dis­
patches from ~~enesa1:v to General Corse. The Des~ae:es ,vere 
read but unans¥Jered bec&use of a tbick hail of e:neiliy bullets. 
General Corse sought Lieute:aa11t !ic~~enzie, te::iJorarily in 
charge of a signed con1pany, and declared he bad tu get word 
through to General Sherman, 1~1ho had just vvi g-v;agg ed, •1Hold 
the fort for I am coming. a Corse vtJrote out and handed 
1:.:ci-:enzie the follo11ing a3ss~ge (or so it 1,.~as re:)orted in the 
Fr8.l1~lin Recorder for J'anuury 18, 1£82) :.•To Gen. Sheroan: I 
an short a cheek bone and one ear, but C9J.~·whip hell out of 
them yet. General Corse. •1 

lic:Kenzie took the uessage lli1.d the signal :flag and 
called for a volunteer. 1:0 one responded ••• ~1rt see::1.ed like 
certain death to anyone to undertake it. .nt this ::ioment of 
hesitation, the General seeing no man going forward said to 
me firBly, ·1Lieutenant, I tl1ought you said this message 
could be sent?' I replied, 'It can,' ~nd without further­
dela,r I r1ounted the siP:nal station an6. cur:nenced sending the 

,. --
ne ssage expecting every ~uwent to be shot. The flag was 
about eighteen :feet long, and the v.1irrd ·was blovwing some, and 
I found it very· hard v1ork, and felt as though I .w.ust give 
out before I was done. At this moment, when it seemed I 
could stand it no longer, a stranger, not a member of the 
signal corps, cnoe up behind ne, :_Jut his arms arctmd me, 
toolc hold of the flag staff, and sta:nding behind ue, helped 
me to wave the ansv.,er baclr to Sherman. n 

1-IcKenzie died at Ha!Tlpton in 1£82. On June 16 of that 
year, 14 cor1rades of the Grand J~rra.y of the Republic organized 
the J. :1. 1:cICenzie Po~t, naned in his honor. The G. lJ... R. 
remilations ~rovided that each Post should bear the name of ...__, ... 
a dead comrade. Capt. Rufus s. Bensen v1as the first com-
mander. 
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Some years later the taxpayers voted to build 1:em.orial 
Eall for the use or the foraer soldiers. The Ea.w.,ton city 
council donated a let, and the buildin~ was dedicated ~u~ust - -2?, 1890. 

A marble tablet bearing the names of all soldiers who 
enlisted from Fi~nklin c~unty and were ~illed in battle, or 
died uf v1ounds or disease, 1.1vas placed on the v:.-=alls of the 
~.e::iorial Rall. i1.s other veterans, citizens of the county, 
began to die, tl1e ~lorn.en's Relief Corps sponsored a second 
tablet to carry the names of form.er soldiers v1ho had met 
death since the Civil ~lar. It \Jas placed on tl1e ·wall in the 
spring of 1895. ...tt that time the Post had 100 members. 

Gradually, as the ~,..ears 1:vent by and the survivors of 
the Civil ~far became fe,,qer and fev;er, the Post activities 
-vvere carried on 1-1ith the assistance of' veterans of the 
Snanish .Anerica.n and ;forld 1,vars. The last local surviver of .... 
the Civil ·.1ar, Levi Lyons CotL""ler, died Septer!lber 2?, 1937 at 
the age of 91. _, 

The first G. A. R. Post in Franklin County was organiz­
ed in DecerJber 1866 1.vl1en a felv veter9.ns 1 iving in Reeve 
ToiNnship rnet at the schoolhouse at the east end of L:ayne 1 s 
Grove. Col. ~1.. T. Reeve assisted at the r1eeting and at 
follo·wing ratherings, but no records re.rG.ain. The f'ollo~·dng 
besides Colonel Reeve are knovm to have ,Jarticipated: cap­
tain Clock, o. G. Reeve, Capt. _l. B. :Hudson, G. -.;. Soper, 
L. B. Ra:TLJ.ond, R. 3. Benson, J. s. Hurd, L. P. llurlin, Jam.es 
H. Beed, L. P. Berry, J. :~. Franklin, D. l.~. Van Hoen, J •. D. 
I{aecker, ·.r. P. r.shle·y, J. TI. Pla11t, and J. T. L&m.ber. These 
nen constituted the cl1arter zer1bers of the encam.p..:ient of the 
G. A. R. k:nuvJn as Post rTo. 115, District 11, of the Depart­
ment of IcJ1vva. L. I3. RaJnond i:vas authorized to r,1uster in the 
Post at the courthouse July 5 and July 9, 186?. 

The meetings vvere not 11eld for very long. 
and their families wanted to forget the war. 
v1i th victory and justice, but novv people ·wailted 
progress in ordinary normal life. They wished 
land, build enduring homes and toYms, and 
future benefits of civilization. 

24 

Both the men 
It had ended 

to ex_pe:r-ience 
to farm their 

share in the 



CIIAPTER 6 

RAILROADS IN FRA.1':TirLIN C001JTY 

"Fizzel, fizzel, squeak, ding, dong, rumble, rumble, 
hurry, skurry, _puffing and rolling onward fu---id v;esi,;ward 
through :forests, over :prairies" and across creeks and rivers. 
That is how the first railroad trains came into Iova. But 
before they could come rolling in, bridges had to be built, 
road beds graded up, hills c11t down and fi lied in, and last 
the steel track and hi~~ trestles had to be built. A great 
deal of timber had to be cut 6own also and hewed square to 
make the ties. Fences had to be built tu keep livestock 
off the tracks and towns and stations had to be laid .out 
along the Viay. All this preliminary work took a long time 
and a great deal of money. Crevvs of men v1ere 11ired to build 
the lines aeross the st&te and every day the noise of these 
worknen driving the huge steol sp~kes could bG hoard along 
the new tracks. 

There were two ways for ~he railroad companies to get 
money to build the roads. One was to lay out new towns and 
sell building lots to merchants and householders vmo ~·;ould 
settle there, tne other was to sell the free land given by 
the Unj_ tcd States Govcrr1ment to encourage tb.e building of 
the roads. This gift of' land W9.S made up of every other 
section for ten miles on each side of the tracks. Some nen 
h3.ve judged that about one-r1inth of the lane: in the state 
was given to the railroads in this way •• :md as this rail­
road land 1-a":r close to the railroad ce11t~rs i 0 could be sold 
for a higher·- pries per acre than the $1.25 an acre VJhich was 
paid to the Govornncnt for it. In spite of the groat ariount 
which had to be done then, there was money to do it with and 
as early as 185? there were four yarallel railroad lines 
building toward the west. 

The line V\ihich lay farthest north vvas the one vibich cut 
across the southeastern part of the county. This ws.s the 
Dubuque and Sioux City R~ilroad which was to pass throllgh 
Fort Dodge and afterward became part of the Illinois Cen­
tral. But due to the panic of 185? work soon stopped on all 
lines and v,as not started again u11til af'tGr the Civil 1~1ar. 

During these years whilo the settlsrs waited eagerly 
for .the coming of the rail~onds, stageco,_:cli~s.· carried mail 
and passengers across the state and from town to to,'V!l. So.su­
times men went on snowshoes with the Bail, but somehow it 
was deli vcred. Tv;ic.e a vveck by v1ay of J\.lgor1a mail vvas 
carried from :Fort Dodge to l.Iankato, lciiru1csota, and there was 
a 11v6ekly service from Cedar Fcllls to Han1pton dnd from lievrtoil 
to Fort Dodge. 
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Toe first railroad to reach Kanl)ton was built from 
south to north and was called the Iowa Central Railway, 
later the :.~inneanolis and St. Louis. This line ~as built by 
the Eldora Railroad and Coal Company, first from Eldora to 
Ackley in 1867-68 a~d fro~ there to lia~pton in 18?0. 

It was al.~ost the Fourth of July, June 28, 1£?0 to be 
exact, ,-vhe:n I:anpton h.eld its railroad jubilee. A great cel­
ebration hac been ,1a~ned and all vas excitement. Flags and 
buntinr ·were everyvqhere an.d ch.i.ldren carr;ed firecrackers 
a11d s:Ja.11 red ti ss11e-v,ra ')Ped toruedoes in their hands as 

- - L; 

they came co,:Tn to the tracks to ,Natch for the new train. 
The to,·vn vias filled ~.vith a gala crovvd a._11.d all the hitcr.ing 
~osts were taken up by the long lines of teams and saddle 
horses tied alon~ the streets. Alr:lost ever:rone in the coun­
t~r had cone to toi~m -vvi th ~icnic ocskets :acked and smiles on . - -
their faces. IIolida~r clothes and holiday s,irits \·iere in 
evide~ce. The band was waiting ne~r the road playing fre­
quent bursts of nusic and the people stood in little groups 
along the trac 1:es jokin9; an.d lau~hing as they waited. 

~bout noon it came, and what a sieht it ~as. There was 
a long hoarse v'lhistle and then the locomotive came puffing 
up the track with fifteen or sixteen flat cars, loaced to 
tl1e sta~es v;ith excursionists en,joying their first railroad 
ride. Lactl flat car bristled with green bushes stuck along 
the sides to provide shade fruu the hot June sun. ?he mul­
titude on the flat cars cheered and the· 9eople of Hampton 
shouted back greetings, as tl1e band played ferociously and 
the train panted to a stop. 

The two groµps, visitors and home folks, then cfille to­
gether in a roaring crowd which strefil~ed off slowly toward 
the grounds where the celebration was to be held. The sun­
light flashed frc.n bunting and flags and at the heaa of the 
:9a.rade rode the Marsl1al of 1-Iarapton ~ounted on a splendid 
horse carefully ~roomed for the occasion. 

Vfuen ever-::rone had reached the grounds they ate their 
uicnic lt.mcl1e s. All ""7ere a.a-r and ever-:rone talked about the 
.:. .._ I •• 

railroad. Tr. .. e speaker of the day was Tolli r:.IcKenzie. Perhaps 
he 1f\/as one of the licKenzies who settled in Richland tov1nship 
in 1868. There ,vas Roderic i:Ic:Cenzie who bought out John 
Shobe near Sho'be' s Grove and f'or whom the 1.-icKenzie School 
House and the I::c::enzie church ·were 11am.ed. Then there were 
Jar1es and Joh.i.vi l':cI;:enzie ·who ~,ere both active in the Civil 
l'far. At least it was Torn. l~cI{enzie \Vho spoke and who read 
both the Declaration of Independence and the Boancipation 
Proclamation, as \Vell as he could \vi th "'the constant popping 
of fi recrac}:ersa around and above the speakers' platfor!!l. 
Bt1.t the noise was glorious. It v1as all a :,art of this day 
which celebrated the Fourth as well as the new railroad. 
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But while this gay ti.me lAEl.S being enjoyed at lianpton, 
in another part of the same county sadness and discourage­
ment prevailed. For just six mles to the sou.th lay the 
to·wn o:f l11iaysville and this town had been skipped entirel.y 
by the railroad - a body blow from which it could never re­
cover. ~aysville had been an ambitious and active town up 
to this time. Its citizens had :c1ade strenuous efforts from 
the first to get the county seat located there, and later on 
to get the railroad. Only a short tirn.e before SCl!leone had 
predicted "liaysville VI/ill have a railroad be:fore HeL1pton 
after all the fuss" and"consequently the county seat ivill be 
eventually removed to this place. The site of the court­
house vvill be :fixed upon soon.·' But in spite of' this optim­
istic statement and in spite or the fact that Dr. 1Iitchel1 
had a steam sa,'ffllill at 1..:aysville and tried hard to get the 
judgeship for himself' away fro~ ~aI!les B; Reeve and the coun­
ty seat for his town, it was not to be. The railroad was 
built leaving r.Iaysville outside. And so the thriving little 
village on the stage line between Ackley and Hampton became 
a d--ring tovvn and v1l1en the last person had moved away, a 
ghost tovm. One building only was lert standing in 1940 to 
mark the place -- the old stone schoolhouse -- a two-story 
building still solid and still used -- situated near the 
highvvay v\Ti thin sight of' ki:ayne' s Grove. Tnis building, 
erected sometine shortly before 18?0, was at that time the 
best scl1ooll1ouse in Franklin County. 

In 18?6 another railroad passed through Etill9ton. This 
vvas an east-and-1,vest line :cri.ovvn a.s the Chicago Great Ifestern 
and there was no celebration to raark the event, but there 
v'J8.S great joy for the :_)eople needed this road to reach the 
Chicago markets with their grain and livestock. 

In 1881 the third road vi/as built through Hampton--an­
other north-south road--the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and 
11ortherne This line, entering the county at Lee To,mship 
and passing through Dows and Popejoy as well as Ham~ton, be­
came part of the Rock Island system. The strean-lined 
Rocket train was later to thunder over this same road giving 
its long cry of \varning outside of each city; its raodern 
siren, frightening in its intensity, CTatched the awe-inspir­
ing speed of the ne'\'v steel horse skjn1oing steel-shod over 
the Prairies. 
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BE~D' S Ll3'"l-i: 

A blue lake 1.:\1here once "'.;as f'ortv ucres of corn -- a •1 

mill pond where once was ~ilderness - thnt in ~art is the 
peculiar hist0ry of the Beed's L:l~e area. Here is a blue 
lake circled ·with gru\~Ting trees, wincing foot paths ana pic­
nic places, \Vi th a -rn 6.e and sw..,ny beach on the sou th shore 
and fisl1i 1,g boats tied up along the old a.ike vm.ich extends 
out into the water, fo~2ing a dock or pier - the lake of 
Beed's I.a.ke SLate Park. T,..-1enty years earlier this land had 
been a cornfield. beventy years before that it had been a 
mill pond, and before that, a spot in the wilderness through 
v1hich ran the clear, ce0ol vvaters of Spring Creek. 

Let us begin at the tine the first settler caBe into 
the valle7 of Spring Creek. He illa.S a Ca~pbellite preacher 
who was also a business nan looking for just the right spot 
to start a n.eY-.1 indt1stry. ~!hen he fottnd this natural valley, 
and i...he creek f lo".·Jinr-: between steep hills, he sto~ped. Re 
explored the strear.i fu---i.d found that it v\18.s t-v,1elve or fuurteen 
~iles in length, that it seldon or never ran dry, for it was 
fed by nur.ierous cold water springs which flowed continously 
durinp. botl1 sur.1:-:,er and ~:"1inter. I-ie exa.L.1ined the limestone 
rock which faced the slopes of the hills on the north and 
south and c.ecided that ~ere a da:i could be built across the 
stream. ~-is th.is 1.~s a good place for settlement, it was 
alsu a good place for a nill. The name or the preacher was 
T. r-:. Hansberry and the tine v1as 1854 • 

. A.fter he had r.1ade his plans IIansberry lost no time in 
retting to v,;ork. First he secured the v1ater rights rrom. 
David !:e..tthevvs a~d tl1en started the build.ing of the dam. The 
di1<:e ,.,;hen finished ~Na.s about 80 roc.s long and 7 0 feet high. 
It v;as !.'18.de chiefly of ~ravel fron nearb:;_ p.ravel pi ts ~d 
the black: earth of the top soil, ·with field stones and rock 
to aive it added stren~th. The nill race or cllan...""lel \Vas 

~- ~-
built next and e1::te:ided tov;a.rd the east for nearly 0ne-l1alf 
L1ile before it co.nnected v-.;i th the .i..:..ill proper vvllere the ma­
cl1inery v;as to be set-up. The strerui of -~;ater directed 
through this rdll race -was tu furnish the '")O-\rver to turn the 
wheels of the nill. 

The first ~ill set-up ,~s a sawmill, for everyone need­
ed lumber for new homes and,there were plenty of trees grow~ 
ing close by on the hills. Besides that, liansberry n(;eded 
lumber him.self to build the outside structure of the erist­
mill he had ~lanned. So the sawmill was set-up i~lO.ediately 
and in a short time rafters and siding and shingles were 
being turned cut for new cabins and the new raill. 
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The foundation ~vas laid carefully of limestone blocks 
cut from the hillside end on this the franework ,va.s built 
and at last the mill itself. It · .. 1as a two-story structure 
and looked very tall and very in~osing to those early set­
tlers who carae hurrying up the crBek to ta.~e a look, or to 
lend a hand ,vi th the v,ork. The sunlight sho\m dovm on newly 
cut oak shin~les and shining new valls as the pond gradually 
filled and water began to trickle through the new spillway. 
·.1orkrn.en hurr37 ing, bent their backs to the installing of the 
millstones. Everyvvhere 1tvas activity, ever:n:.ihe re was ex­
citement. It v,as a v1onderful thing to bave a ni.11 in · t~e 
county. 

\Jhen the mill at last opened, far:n.ers came from Diles 
arou..lld vd th their e.rain to be ground. The er eat ;.·~:?&t8r--~b.eol 
outsia.e began to turn and the nill-vJheels turned and soon 
the first sack of flour was ready to be carried away. It 
was a great da7. Everyone joked and shouted, you had to 
shout to be heard above the aighty noise of the nill-wheels. 
Fariners 1;·Jent home ,~th light hearts that evening in 1859, 
proud that th.ere was a mill in their o,!lm c 01.mty. 

The 1t1illstones were very heavy and it Y:1as hard to haul 
them across country for the early nills. Some were ~ade in 
Georgia but the best ones had to be brought across the At­
lantic ocean from France. Each stone was grooved on the 
inner surf ace and the t"¥10 ,vere placed together on a s~~indle. 
The lo1:·1er stone was stationary and the· upper stone was 
turned by the machinery of the mill. The grain to be ground 
was poured into a hopper and ]8.ssed do,qn throueJi an opening 
in the center of the un~er stone and was crushed as the 

~ .,._ 

stone revolved. The flour vJas caught in a vvooden trough as 
it sifted down from. the .rnillstones and -;,-,as then sifted or 
bolted to renove the bran. One-half bushel of wheat made 
about twenty polJlllds of flour, eight pounds of middlings, and 
three pounds of bran. a special kind o~ cloth called bolt­
ing cloth ~vas used for sifting the flour. In _1843 the amount 
pa.id to the Diller vvas set by la-v; at about an eie_:..hth part. 

By 1861 Hansberry found that he had nore than he could 
do in caring for the :1ill and acting as one of the first 
preachers in the region, so his brother-in-law J"ohn I-IcDonald 
came from !iiarietta, Ohio, to take charge. But even after 
that, running the mill ren1ained a b_ig problem and ~ra.s not 
alvvays r-,rofitable. During the \"'"inter season the water in 
the millrace would freeze solid and the mill could not be 
,riorl·:ed. In Spring, floods came to v,ash av1ay the dam and re­
pairs vvere constantly being r:.a~e. Then in the summer dry 
spell, the water '\\'fould get so lov, that it ,hlou.ld not turn the 
wheels and a~ain the mill had to close. This went on until 

'-. 

in 1Tovember, 1864, ltlcDonald and Hs.nsberry sold the nill and 
"vater rights to ~lilliAm Beed of Hampton for ~.;6,500. 
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~ir. Beed illOediately began j~~roving the nill and dike. 
He raised the dike another ten reet so that m.ore ~ater could 
be stored and hence r1ore poYver gained. II ext he '?Tent to Y1ork 
on the uill race which he considered too narrow and too 
shallow, and without suff;cient rall to keep the water flow­
ing fast enough to prevent its ~reezing. He started the new 
channel at a ~oint ten feet hiP..her than that of the old one - -._; 

to give it the necessary fall and to ma_~e it deeper and 
wider. The work was conpleted in 1872. 

From that t ;me on, Beed kept naking improvements. He 
enlarged the original buj_lding :n.aking it :four times as large 
v1i th a third story for eztra storage r,.Jom. Ile also built a 
lean-to facing vJest to cover the scales and to make it 
easier to unload the grain and load the flour in bad \·veather. 
He bought millstones aade in rrance so that he might have 
the very best in equipment in order to turn out the very 
best flour. 

In 1882 he m.ade a11other change. This time a roller 
system was installed, eQuipped with burrs a.:.~d rollers. This 
increased the speed of grinding so that by 1883 the mill had 
a capacity of 150 barrels of flour a day and eight men ~~re 
employed to run the machinery • .b.D. elevator and warehouse 
were built near at hand and the mill bec~e known as the 
Franklin Roller 1-Iills. For forty years tl1is mill 1;vas an im­
portant factor in the growth or Harapton and the development 
of settlement in the comity. 

~7illia.L'.1 Beed ·vvas al,~ays :progressive and sought to build 
up the corn:rn.unity. ~Jhen he noticed that the farmers of the 
county had stopped raising \\heat and that all the wheat for 
the mill was being shipped in, he tried to encourage the 
raising of r:1ore 1vheat. He sent to South Dakota for a car­
load of their finest seed wheat and offered to sell it to 
the farmers at cost. But the farhlers did not -want to raise 
vvheat and only about hall o:r it was sold. Franklin County 
had become a corn co1mtry as had most of Iov1a. Gradually 
year by year the flour nills of Iowa closed nnd finally the 
Franklin Roller L~ills closed also. The g:r-eat flour mills 
had been located in other states, where wheat was a stronger 
crop. Oats continued, ho,vever, because oats f'ollovvs corn in 
the crop rotation and because oats was necessary food for 
horses. Perhaps because of this the ~reatest oaweal mils 
in the world came to be located in Iowa at Cedar Rapids. 

_;.tter the mill closed the mill nond remained for many 
years and was used as a picnic place and vacation spot. Here 
families gathered on Sundays to rest dnd fish and young peo­
ple ca.:~e to enjoy picnics and boating. Oney Fred 5--weet, 
formerly of Hampton, remembers an early day ~uartet of young 
men's voices, singing :from. a boot under a shining moon which 
~hUD.g low over Beed' s _pond. n The four men, De:I'\-v in Peck, 
Dick l'lebb, Iioscoe Palmer, and Charlie Csborne sang :t~Jay Out 
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Yonder in the Cornfieldsn i.\hile the fro~s kept their accom­
naniment and their youthf'ul audience applauded from the 
shore. 

J. It. Kenning, ~r;hose father built just '"i;est of the :-i-:ill 
in 18?0, recalls the rude shelter the Menning fcimily put up 
the first v1inter. It v\8.S a dug-uut r:iade in the steep banks 
of Spring Creek. The south side and the roof were nade of 
boards and on the south wall was one \iindovi and a door. Sod 
was plolved up and cut into lengths to build the other ·,valls 
of the shelter. The north side especially was nade thick­
walled and tight. This dug-out when finished was aboutl6 
x 16 feet. 

The first winter the snow fell until there were snow­
banks ten or twelve feet deep. The door of the dug-out was 
buried in snov:1 and a hole had to be dug through to the out­
side before the riTennings could get out. At night, °\:lolves 
trotted over the sno1rv and often they ,vould pass directly 
over the roof of the dug-out. Inside, the 1._e!'l.D.ing family 
would hear them hov1ling across the sno~v and the children 
would gather close around their mother and sorieone would 
thro1,v more ,Nuod in the fire to .make a high, cheerful blaze 
to li~ht up the darkened cabin so they could forget their 
fear of the "'"l!·volves. 

But in the spring all 1vas pleasant again. llild ducks 
and geese cane chattering in froI!l the south to alight on the 
pond. You could shoot v1ild mallard and teal or go fishing 
almost in the front yard, for the creek ran by ju~t below 
the house. Red-winged blackbirds came in hosts to build 
their nests in the tall cattails and rushes near the pond. 

In the days before Beed's Lake was drained,and when the 
old mill-i:vhe el vi1as still turning, there \'Jere so oany nuskrats 
that Willian Beed offered a bounty of 10 cents for the tail 
of each one killed in or about the lake. The little animals 
caused so much damage that Beed l!/aS also glad to furnish a 
boat to boys for hunting Durposes. Orie October day three 
boys set forth in the boat and hfad an adventure recalled by 
D. ·J. Parl(s in the Franklin County Recorder f'ur October 6, 
1926. 

As the boat glided over the snooth water, one of the 
boys happened to look up. Coming out of the north at a very 
high altitude vJas a flock Qf something Yv:1ich in a later day 
might have been tal<:en for airplanes. After they had come 
nearer, one of the boy_u said, ~tThey are ~eese1t' 

.,is the a~rial group n1oved into plain vie\\' the boys 
thougl1t they n1ust be Canadian geese, because they were so 
unfamiliarly large, ":lith a loud smack that spr3.yed the 
v,ater for 20 feet i11 everj" dire ct ion they lit OJ."'1 the surface 
a few hundred yards away. ·when they v1ere settled and 
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stretched out their long necks it v,as concluded by all pre·s­
e:n t · that they were S"iia.11.s, just like 'tie a 11: .had seen in the 
.i)icture books.n 

The boys startec. rovJing 
mva.ns' , three in nUBber, ~aid 
ing continued until the party 
tance, 1·Jhen they arose. n The 
the three birds, one by one. 

to1;1ard the birds, but ·''the 
little attention and the row­

wa.s within fair shooting dis­
young hunters fired and shot 

They eagerly took their ~rsv1ansH home and v1ere sur­
prised to learn that they were really pelicans, the only 
ones ever seen in Franklin County. The largest measured 9 
3/4 feet from tip to tip, and had a pouch that "one could 
c:asily put a foot into. 0 

The r.:er.:.ning farxily built their new home the next sum­
mer. .J...t that ti!!l.e J. IS. I-:enning was about t·welve years old. 
For Tiany years he continued to live near the uill, helping 
Beed to rebuild the dam, improve the ~ill and keep it run­
ning throuph the years. He later stated that flour ground 
at the mill was ?raded in this order: first grade, "White 
Lily; second grade, ~Jhite Rose; thirG grade, 4-~; fourth 
grade, Bar-X. Various feeds, such as cracked corn, were 
also ground at the mill. 

In 1900 the first telephone was installed at the mill. 
Four years latsr the !!l.ill lvas closed. l/illiar:1 Beed died in 
Des Moines, Ivwa, January l, 1912. 

~~ter the closing of the nill floods continued to wash 
against the dam and ,~!hen a _portion ~vas destro7ed it was not 
rebuilt so tl1e dike got lov;er and lo7.:1er and the pond snaller 
and smaller until the picnic~ers and even the fishe:rmen de­
serted the place. The old mill builc.ing 11as torn down and 
the lumber carried away. Finally, in 1917, lienry Paullus 
buught the place and decided to drain the pon~ and slough, 
which covered nearly forty acres, so he could grow corn on 
it. 

When the people of Ham.~ton heard that the pond was to 
be crained raany were sorry to see the old la.i."'ldniark go and, 
according to a story in the Haupton Chronicle, hundreds went 
out on the dav set for the draininP- to take a last look at - ~-
the historic body of water which had baen there ever since 
tl1e ccunt:r was first settled and 11vhich held so na.n.y pleasant 
associations for then. Sone of then ca.I!le to fish also, for 
there 1\Tere m.a11~?· fist. still left in the .:_.x>nd. The largest 
of these ·were the ca.rp, surae of' them ~,eighing as much as 
t""..velve -pounds. These large fish vvere allov;ed to go down 
strea.n into Spring Creek and here =i.en were already station­
ed, stancing on rafts, and waiting for them. They c.rr;ed 
pitchforks to srear the fish and in this ma.nner could take a 
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large number in a short ti.m~3. ~.TJo ~en lanced 240 pounds of 
carp that 3.orning. It was !~:rovem.ber 10 but the weather mist 
still hlive been quite ~~la.rm as the story in the Chronicle 
states that the mud was six feet deep and the fishermen used 
rafts in order to keep uut of it. hCcording to other 
accounts or the day, nany ra~ilies -bruught picnic baskets, 
held fish f'ries and --.-,atched the )rogress of the ,vork as the 
v,ater vvas gradually drained aivay from. the big pone. 

Thus it was that the old mill site becane a cornfield, 
lost among the nillions of other cornfields of Io~a. But 
the place and its story were not forgotten. Just nine years 
later, in the fall of 1926, plans were again astir for a 
county Jroject to reflood the old lake bed and bring the 
fish and gar:1e back to Fran.ltlin County. An Isae:c \lalton 
League chapter was organized in Hampton and plans were drawn 
up for the 11ew dike ,vhich v10Uld have to be built. t:ax 
I-Iickethier, county engineer, made a survey of the vicinity 
where the new darJ. would be built and estimated the cost with 
inj.:9rover1ents necessary at about $40,000. On October 24, 1S26, 
a large booster neeting was held at the Coonley Hotel and 
about one huncred sportsnen were on hand to apJrove the plan 
before it was Jresented. The ,eople were to vote at the reg­
ular general election !foven.ber 4, on the _;,roposition that 
provided for a tax levy to raise the ~45,000 necessary to 
rebuild the lake. Frank Ridge·way, Judge s. A. Clock, t:rs. 
Francis ~!ihitely of -viebster City, Senator c. P. Johnson of 
Sheffield, David Evans of 1-lasun City, and D.V. Parks, chair­
man. of the nevi Isaac -:1lalton Chapter, attended the meeting 
and heartily approved the plan which would bring not only a 
recreational center but a wild life refuge to Franklin 
County. But in 1-Iovember voters in nineteen precincts failed 
to back the venture. }:rany people who lived in the county 
but outside of the Beed's Lake area, did not favor the levy 
of the county. After that, the ,1an was laid aside for six 
more years. Even the Isaac 'Vvaltonians allowed their new 
organization to lapse. 

In 1933 a new plan was devised, and this time it was 
decided to get State aid before the project could be 
successful. The Isaac Walton League w-as revived and a neet­
ing called. b. co.cnittee of tbree, Dr. li. TI.Johnston, 
~iayne Ferris and Dr. J. C. Pov,ers, was appointed to ,vork out 
a plan for the restoration of the lake. It was not an easy 
task that confronted these nen. .h.t last, after L1any m.onths 
of debate, telephone calls, trips, and earnest conversation, 
the members of the State Conservation Commission agreed to 
help the project if the land for the ne,., lake were deeded to 
the Commission free and cle~r of all encumbrances. 

The com1ittee's next step was to buy the land but there 
was no money with which to pay for it. So they went out 
first to see how much it would cost. Tienry Paullus owned 
most of it and he agreed to sell at the regular narket 
price, ~nhich v~£ts not high at that time. The other land own-
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ers agreed to sell theirs in the same way~ To finance the 
purchase of this land,annroxir~tely 254 acres, the cociHittee 
v\/ent next to the council board or the city of lia:--:-ipton. This 
board, tor.ether Yd th city park corimissioners, ap9roved o-£ 
the 11lan for the lake and the city coimcil offered to issue 
~, 000 vvorth of bonds. 

The ~oney from the sale of these bonds, together '\"Ii th 
raoney 1\Jhich 1,vould be received by the Isaac ~lalton League, 
from the sale o~ building lots along the shore line of the 
proposed lake, was thou~ht sufficient to purchase the land 
necessary for the project. The city of Hampton wished to 
retain title to two acres of land on the northwest side of 
the lake for a city park. This paxk together with the larg­
er _park and picnic areas ra.aintained by the State -v1ou.ld pro­
vide an inviting resort for visitors and residents of Ramp­
ton. 

The lots platted off by League raembers were 63 in num­
ber and were located along the northern shore, 300 feet back 
from the shore line. The State of Iowa was to have title to 
the lake bed and all the land within 300 feet of the shore 
together with sites on the east, west and south shores to be 
used for picnic areas and for a wild game refuge and bird 
sanctuary. 

The Ha~Dton Post of the _i.Ul'lerican Legion agreed to buy 
eight lots, these lots to be adjacent to each other and as 
near to the city park as nossible. ~11 lots were sold for 
$125 each and it was not long before the League had money 
enough to buy the land for the new lake. The Hampton Rotary 
Club donated $150 also. The State Conservation Commission 
planned to reforest the entire lake shore. The lake was to 
be about a mile and a quarter in i.en.gth from east to \Vest 
and one-auarter to one-half mile in width. The water ,-as to . ' 

be about forty feet deep nearest to the· darl. The dam was to 
be erected just northwest of the old mill site, exte~ding 
between t1ivo limestone hills that border Spring Creek. Six­
teen more acres were ,urchased by the State frun. August 
Varrelman on the east, to be made into a rish hatchery and 
nursery pond, creatin~ a total park area of 2?0.o3 acres. 

In the .c1eantime somethine: \·1as haJpening in the entire 
Nation which no one could ~ave foreseen but which had a 
direct and inm.ediate effect on the Beed's lake project. It 
was 1934 and drouth had struck the land. Drouth on the 
prairies was serious. Cornfields withered under the intense 
heat and creeks, s:1rings and sloughs c.ried up ral)idly. 
1ari11ers had to 11.aul \1ater from d·•iiindline rivers for their 
stock. ,ih.en food and vvater gave out animals vtJere sold or 
shot in the fields. The great plains of the west became 
k11ovm as the nr;ust Bovvla and many farriers had to leave their 
land and go else~vhere. In the Iiiddle :lest, dust storIJ.s be­
came as common as thunder storms had been before. Even in 
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t:t.e early days of spring there vms no rain and the sunlight 
looked cold and white as it fell over roof tops and porches. 
Clouds of dust were carried by the western winds and as 
nifht shronaed the lampposts of' Chicago, ?hiladelphia , 
finally even l~ew York. The soil ~l';hich had been so prociuctive 
in the early years was no~v blo1.ving· avvay. Something had to 
be done, before the grasslands v'bich had been plowed up 
should becO!!le a barren desert. 

It was at this critical period thet the Federal Govern­
l~ent began the or~anization of a vast program ~or drouth re­
lief, and a 78-rt of this progra.~ was the formation of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps made up of unenyloyed young men. 
The Franklin County Fair Board 9rovided land for a CCC Camp 
site for the t1en viho i\10uld ·ti1ork on the Beed 1 s Lake project, 
and a new ccrn.pany,, 2?1% organized July 4, 1934, was install­
ed there. 

l:ovi there rvas three agencies at "V1ork on the same prob­
lem: the Federal Govern.IJ.ent, represented by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, the State Government, represented by the 
3tate Conservation CorF:ission, ~nd Franklin County and the 
city of fiaiupton, represented by the neT_;,J chapter of the Isaac 
~lalton League. It is not surprising that with so nuch co­
operation the lake and park turned out to be more extensive 
than it had been pla1med at first. 

The ne\v la...~e covered 110 acres, and the entire park 
about l?O acres. The d~~ ·was built across a natural gorge 
,vhich aL.'1lost er1closed the valley. The spillway of 'this neY1 
dam was l?O feet long and about 34 feet high. This made the 
water about 35 feet deep on the east side because of the de­
pression of the stream bed. The abutments and S)illway were 
anchored far beneath. the surface in bedrock and could not 
be ·uasl1ed a,,-;ay by any flood. They were built to take care 
of a large ov·erf'lo~v and could handle a flood created by the 
drainage fron 32 square ~dles of tributary watershed. 

Railings v1ere bu.ilt along the high banks of the dam and 
lake on the north and south sides, and water constautly 
flo·winF over the s::,illvJs~r v;as P-:uided throur-h the fish hatch­
ery east uf the da~. 

The old dike built by Hansberry and Beed ws.s left just 
as it had been with the exception of some reinforcing, 
acconplished by ri,rapring along the shores with field 
stones. About midway from the new dike to the old, along 
the south shcre, a small bay \~S excavated where boats could 
be brou~ht in to the shore and docked. ~11 of the lake 
bottom was leveled and aangerous stlh~ps were re~oved. The 
deepest -~rt of the lake, knovm as the danger area, proved 
to be along the north shore. 

'-
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The ~vir__ming beach \vas placed on the south shore, \ilich 
sloped very ~radually toward the west and north, with no 
dangerous drop-off for swi~~ers. Fla~stor-e steps led up 
from the beach to the bathhouse or lodge, v1rich \vas built 
verv large, measuring about E3 feet long and 28 feet wide. 
Leading up to the lodge an auto.i.:iobi·le drive -..--ias built and to 
one side on a gentle slope the ~icnic area was laid out. 
Tables and benches, co0king ovens, ·water a:ud se1·,age ir:1prove­
ments were nade and trees planted all around the lake to 
give beauty to the scene and ~rovide pleasant shade for 
picnickers. 

The Ferris nursery donated £Jany of the ~undreQS of 
trees planted. Among the trees and bushes started in this 
reforested area were arro-wi;iood, sno\;berry, Russian Olive, 
river birch, ·white birch, pin oak, st1gar maple, ~nnyberry, 
wahoo, honey locust, black walnut, white ash, wild plum, red 
oak, naple, red dogwood, 1.Alild rose, sUL1ac, elder, ha1:";thorne, 
vJi ld crab, blacl·:: locust, hazel brush, Colorado s9ruce, white 
pine, ponderosa pine, Scotch l)ine, : ~=-i te s-~)r:: ce, :: G:r· ·--ay 
spruce, _;.nerican elm, catalpa, cattails, rou.~d and giant 
bullrushes, and Carolina poplar. 

A continuous footpath about three and one-third miles 
long was laid out, .windin~ throurh the trees around the lake 
shore. 1~ v-1ove_n wire fence \·1as built to enclose the park and 
to keep out livestocl:. There are three entrance gates lead­
ing into the 21nrk. This area as a \1\/hole v1as i nte:n.ded for a 
p.anie refuge but the '"Nest end of t~e ola. la.1.ce had been set 
aside especially for this purpose. Here v;as built a sanc­
tuary for wild fowl, with feeding stations and protection 
of all sorts for the birds. 

The r.reater ~art of this work was accomplished by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps camp vti.ich ha-c. been established 
on the Franklin County fair ~rounds at Haripton. The matter 
of fetting th.is c.c.c. ca_rn.p vi1as not easy. Dr. Johnson and 
A. c. Wilford worked hard to get the project assigned to 
this, their own territory, and a la.rge cor19any of c.c.c. 
boys ,vas organized July 4, 1934. July 12, Captain Carl -. ✓• 
Tararainen arrived in 1-:ampton to take cbarge. Tents were put 
up to house the 195 men vvho a1~rived July 14. On the first 
night they were there, a severe storm Ccillle up which al~ost 
deruolished their tent city. tJhen tb.e \vi.nd and rain ·tJere 
over, only two tents were left standing, but the next day 
they were put back up and work at the camp started. · FerLlB.­
nentbuildings were started August 31, to house the officers 
and men t:b.rough the coming v1inter. 1;ine barracks, a hospi­
tal, mess hall, recreation building, oonbination bathhouse 
and latrin~ officers' ~uarters, and administration buildings 
were erected. 

This c.c.c. COI1pany 
project of Beed's Lake. 

worked for several years on the 
The educational advisor, ~arle M. 
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Briggs, carried out a Ct.nprehensive 
throughout the tine tl1at the camp vJas 

ed1.1cational 
stationed at 

proEraiil 
lic1x1pton. 

·,ihen the lake was fLnished, the .multi-colored figures 
of the bathers in bri~ht caps ana. suits, the dark green of 
the ~ru1iin1?- trees, the v,rri te sandy beach and blue ri 7pling 
water, the solitary for~s of a few fishermen, and the small 
bas.ts bobbing at anchor contrasted strangely viith the :!1emory 
of forner scenes at the old mill. 

By 1940 the State Conservation Cor~1ission had a~proved 
a ·')reposed purchase of an adc.itional 30-acre tract for fish­
rearing Ponds~ ~-li th the add it i onal :)onds it v1as ex-oected 

...,,,. - - -
that there 1J1101-1.ld be ample hatchery facilities to supply all 
the fish needs for Beed's Lake, and also a sufficient nuc.ber 
to supJly most of the State-01-med lakes, except the big ones 
at Spirit La.l~e and Okobojia 

Later, a co11tract for the cc11struction of additional 
fish nursery ponds :or the Beed's .I.ake State Park was award­
ed to 1/elclon Brotl1e:rs of' I0\".Ja Falls by th.e State Conserva­
tion Comri1issiono The project ·w·as to cost approxi1·.1ately 
~12,000. The plans, put into execution im.:1etiately, called 
for a large r:rl.nnow pond and two bullhead uonds north of the 
ponds already in use, and three ponds in the area east of 
the Rock Island tracks to be used for game fish. 
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CF,A►d~TuR 8 

1L~il'T0!1 - T!IE COulTTY S--M.T 

The site of Ea~uton was first settled in Seutember lE54 - . 
'\vhen, as rela tee. earlier in this stor:r, a-ob Garner acc.uired 
a claim. fron J~les and Leander Reeve, and built a cabin at a 
bend of Sc;_uaw Creek, 11.ear a grove and a flo~.Iing spring. It 
1-vas Garner 111t.o 1_;i th George R;ran founded th.e tovln in 1856 
and called it Benjamin. It ::ept that name for sever.:i.l years, 
until the ~lace bec&~e the county seat. On October 8, 1926, 
tb.e Hanipton cha::,ter of the D • .!t. R~ set up a bronze marker 
to identify the site of Garner's original CGbin. 

Sor.1e records state th2 .. t .L\. Freetoe car:e to Ha!:lpton in 
1855 and brou~ht with hin the machinery for the first saw­
nill of the cnunty, ~Hliich had a c-:1:pacity o:f 3,000 feet of 
lu.rn.ber per da~f, and ~:'Jas operated by- stea.~. It vms probably 
located on SprinF Creek north of I{n.ml.)to11, for 1s'\Je ~~riov1 that 
in. 185£ T. 1-:. Ha?lsber:ry built a dat1 over S_prinR, Creek and 
set up a {!.ristmj.11 and s2"':.vw1ill ,.-,rhich he after-::"Jc.rd sold to 
George Beed. The ~ill site beca~:e a yart of Beed' s Lake 
State Perle. This f-:rist ~--1ill ~fJ:.1.S probably the first flour 
Ir.Lill in the county, for Squaw Creek vqus no duubt too shallo~1 

strea5 to turn the wheels of a ~illa 

n.fter the tovvn v1as ~)la.tted, the first bu.ilcling to be 
erected vvas a stury-a11d-a-half structure r:1ade of logs and 
put up by T. T. Ra-vvson and l1is brother-in-lavv, Frail.k Geiger • 
.Lt 1.vas stocked 1,-vith groceries, dry goods, hard-:.vare, and 
v;b.is:{ey and becane the first store at IIam.pton. Other addi­
tions that year were a blacksrrdth shop kept by jacob Shidle~. 
and another by Ja~es Thompson. In 18-57 T. B. and E. E. 
Carpenter started another store. That v.as the year v.Jhen ;r. 
D. Thompson ~as made district judge. 

During tb.ese early :tears Harn.:,ton ~revv rapidly. The 
stearn. savrinill t11rned out :nore and more lUillber for new build­
j_ngs. ...£~11 about Ha.:?ipton, and at 1.:a.ysville too, oal{: trees 
and tall cottorP.voods, hickory and black \i'iaL."1.ut trees \"1ere 
being converted into cabi 11s, stores and bt1sL."1.ess buildings. 
The Frai1::lin 001.,1.nty ~~f:tricultural Society "\•\ras organized and 
the first news9aper was published. 

The newspaper was started by Thomas Drumr~ond of ·t~e 
Vinton Eaple vvho cane to Rampton in the fall of 1858 to 
secure the delin~uent tax list for publication. Since there 
v1as 110 r1e1.~s:pa:per in the entire county at that time, the 
field loo~ed good to him so he went back to Vinton, secured 
old r1aterial from the Eagle office and started the new ven­
ture in Hamnton du.ring February, 1856. Tl1us began the 
Franklin Record, a six column folio, all home print. The 
Hampton Jost office had already been established in 1£5? 
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~-vi th Robert Piatt as ,?ostm.aster, anc. ,vas now a noney order 
station. The ne,1s1)aper did not a)r,ear regul&rly, ho~,,ever, 
because E.aru.pton' s gro"t.vth \"BS retar~ed durin:3 the Civil ,far. 
Men ·were leaving every day for the front, and everyone ;,vas 
uncertain and anxious about the future. Printin&: SUJJlies 

'- - -
-ji1ere hard to get and finally in 1863, the Recoro. stop)ed 
al together. 

J.C. Whitney bought the equipment of the defunct paper 
for i350 and started another called the Franklin Re!orter. 
The first issue came out in 1.Iay 1866. During the folo~ving 
summer, TJhi tney hired e. v,.ar veteran, .Levi Beardsley Raymond, 
to work in the ne1;vspaper of:f i ce. Rayr&one~ , a strong six­
footer vdth blue eyes, light brown hair and a sandy beard, 
:.1as said to be a :r1.·-,arn friend and a bitter enemy. •1 Invalid­
ed from the army in 1G63, he had been employed to teach the 
first term of scl1ool in the r1ev1 bu; le.ins erected bet\veen the 
lots o:n Reeve Street later occupied by Cannam House and 
Gray's Fur store • 

.iU'ter ;_vorlcine.: on tl1e T-{e_porter that s11mmer of 1865, Ray­
mond ·went bacl:: to teaching in th.e fall. He had a school 
ne~r the foot of 1.:ayne' s Grove. The next sui:rt1ei-- he vvorked 
as a~ent for a school furniture ho~se and in the fall assum­
ed some distinction -:.•iith his election as superintendent of 
Franklin County scb.nols. ..\.fter retaining this office :for 
two years, he started the successful HaBpton Free Press. 

In 18?2 Ra~rnond vj_sited the r1orth1;1est part or the State 
returning ~:vi th a ··violent at ta.ck of ·:;.1estern fever. r1 Pione.ers 
1:vere alvvavs :rn:ovin.c: vvest·narc~ and he viar.1.ted to ~u also. He p. '-. ' -

sold his 1-Iaranton Free Press tu \lhi tney and .:1.oved to Cherokee 
in Cherokee CotL.~ty •.1here he started a journal celled the 
Cl-1.erukee Leader. He ne~:t nurcbased the O'Brier.L :Fioneer in 
O'Brien CoWlty and the Sioux County lierald at 0rar1ge City. 
He started a fourth pa~er at Duon in Lyon County and a fifth 
at 1-Jevvell in Buena Vista County. Later he racec ;vi th a 
blizzard and almost froze to death driving back to Cherokee 
in tij]_e to start the Sheldon L:s.il to beat out a prosi:,ective 
rival. But in 18?4 RaJTffiond had to close the offices of his 
various r1e1~spap ers. 

The grasshopper scuurge cai::e to north\vest Iowa, crops 
were wiped out, and many farQers had to begin all over 
again. i~=oney vi1as scarce and Rayr:c.onc1 lost so n.uch that he 
was forced to move on and try his luck elsewhere. After 
v1ur~tin~ for a tim.e in Les 1.~oines he \vent to IIanryton ·where in 

~ . .. 

Decenber 18?? he started the EaTipton Leader. This paper was 
later consolidated witl1 th.e Franklin Recorder. 

Raymon.c hac r1arried I.~ary O. Leverich in 1868. 
his dauc.hters ·was to become 1Irs. IIae Rule, the vdf e 
J". s. Rule. 
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In the aea:::}.while 1:"Jhi t:riey had cooibined Ray.r1ond' s earlier 
paper the Eamnton Free Press with the Re7orter~ and changed 
the name to the Franklin Recorder. On l.~ay 29, lE,72, J. c. 
Earwood purchased a n~1r interest, acquiring com~lete con­
trol in ~ugust 18?6 •. "ill early history of Fran.~lin County 
~,"las published as a serial in the Recorder in 1860. 

~Jhen ·whi tney sold the Recorder to Earvlood, he purchased 
The i.lar-net, ,r-;hich had been established in 1871 by ;1. c. 
Baton. This had been a good paper, filled with interesting 
news and s1stained by good advertising patronage. ~lhitney 
changed the name to The Chro::iicle and printed his first 
issue ~ugust 2, 1£?6, editL-rig it \"1ith a vie1:11 to expressing 
the opinions of the Republican yarty. This was to become 
the leading, newspaper of Franklin County. 

Business had prospered in IIa.m._;>ton &fter tl1e close of' 
the Civil ~~r. The first drug store ,ras opened then by Dr. 
O. B. Harriman, vvho \vas to becom.e ovvner of the first opera 
house. The first furniture store vvas started by U. :"leeks 
and a shoe store was established by G. fu. Spencer. Eenry 
and Jonas Schlesinger's clothing store ~es already in opera­
tion. ~l.fter that in rapid succession ce....r:ie a Dilliner' s 
shop, a barber shop, a jewelry store, a restaurant, a 
tobacco store, a harness shop, and a lumber yard. John Lan­
bert a.nd his son ,vere the first v1~gon-:-.iakers in :Har:1:pton; 
Charles Roe:ers, tl1e first bal-cer; Dr. 1:. II. Ross, the first 
dentist, and Stephen 11-Iurphy, the first tailor. The first 
meat r.1arl-:et \Vas opened by a nan named 1:e-i:vto11, and G. I-I.Brock 
kept the first book and stationery store. 

IInn1uton' s first hotel has already been mentioned. It 
burned in 18?6, but by that tine the guests were al~eady be-
5:ng attracted to .. ~1drew ;r. Cc;;;nnam' s "Cannam. House;i, built 
in 18?5. It vvas a large frame structure op)osite the city 
park, and contained thirty-one rooms. The Phoenix Hotel, 
opened by E. s. Stiles in 1865 was also very popular, and 
lasted until the s~rine. of 1912, when it gave way for the 
~-lindsor Theater. In 1918 the ne,1 Coonley becaue one of the 
leading hotels in northern Iowa. 

By 1855 Hampton had outgrown the old schoolhouse and a 
new one 1t.Jas built. This ,A.as a stone str11cture, t1'vo stories 
high and containing four large ruons. So fast did Hampton 
grow that in a few years extra rooms had to be rented for 
this school. 

In 1857 the courthouse was fin~shed. It was 48 x ?2 
feet and cost ~15,000. In 1e?O IIampton ·was incorporated by 
s:peci al election and the first church vi1as built, a Baptist 
Church building put up at a cost of -:s56,000. From. tl1at time 
on Hampton's grotvth 1J'las iilore a1-icl Liore rapid and on cTanuary 
20, 1893 Governor Boies of Iowa granted it a charter for a 
city of the second class. The ~opulation of the ~ewly creat-
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ed city 1Nas 2,539. In lS-10 tl:is fip-ure had incre3sed to 
4,002. The ,opulation of' the county, "Nhich in lE60 had been 
only 1,309 had become 16,303 in 1940. 

As Rampton bec~ne a city, r;1ore churcl1es v-1ere built 
until there ·were the First l!ethodist Eyiscopal, _ Cun.rrega­
tional, First BaJtist, Christian, Catholic, and .J.brecht 
Evangelical. Industries developed and r:1ore conveniences 
were added. In 1890 the people voted to have~ waterworks 
installed. Five acres of land were purchased by the city 
from H. a. Harriman in the· east section of to~r~ and here a 
de e"t') ;iVell ,vas dug, a rese·.r~r.c1.r ~ :_1.d :povver-house erected and 
mac:Cinery installed. Bet,veen the cGurthouse and the city 
park a steel stand~ipe went up, a hundred feet in ~~~c~t. 
Pipes ·were laid, the v11ater1--vorl{s for the city v;as finished, 
and a 11lentiful supJly of pure ~vater flo~_,1ed into the homes 
of Hampton and L.~to the public builcin~s. ~ust thirty-five 
years before, the first l1on1es of E:ar1pt,on had been built b.;­
side flo1,.,ving sprine-s from Vihich came all the ~m.ter used. 
iilld just as part of the 1rairie land v1as _plo1ved up and turn­
ed into fields in a rerrarkable short time, so e~ually fast 
other prairie lands were turned into tmrns and cities, mrk­
ed off into block:s and streets,, :.)ipe6. a11d paved, 111.easured 
and named. ?.nus the i

1little )rairie tovv.asa grev1 into big 
:prairie tovm.s. 

In 1892 an ordinance was ,assed for the bricx paving 
of Fourth Street, from Reeve to the Iovva Central depot. 
From til'.!l.e to time other pavin8 -vvas done and in 1912 forty­
two blocks Vt1ere naved with concrete and finished with con-... 
crete curbing at a cost of about ~65,000. 

~lso as e~rly as 1892 the city had already granted a 
franchise for the erection and maintenance of an electric 
light plant. E. Buck of the Hampton Light and Power Company 
had the franchise, which is a permission to build and oper­
ate, and that year a plant was erected and 2ut to work. In 
the fall of 1913, 56 electroliers ·were put up along the 
principal streets and from t~at time on the city was well 
lighted • 

..:~ nev\1 ~~20,000 school building bad been erected in 18?6 
on the east side. The sar1e -:.rear the to\Vl.1 vvas incorporated, 
1893, this school burned doVvn and a new one l1aa to be built. 
l~ade of brick, it consisted of t\vo stories and a basement, 
and cost -;32, 000. This new building \Vas dedicated January 
19, 1894. 

Oney Fred Svveet, the Chicago newspaperrn.aI1, "\lvas a snall 
boy in the firth grade at TiaBryton when the schoolhouse 
burned. In l1is 01:m vvord s: aThere vvas a Yd 7 d night v:1ind 
blo\ving and from a s1Jectator' s standpoint the co11flafration 
vvas the most satisfactor"'J in the tovm' s history.a He \vent 
on to _point out the secret hope in the .:1inds of the school 
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children, especially the boys who watc~ed, hoping that the 
firemen would ~ail to stop the blaze so there Vvuuld be no 
school tomorrow. It was a three-story brick building, 
sturdy and ~1vell built, and at first .many thoU[;ht it could be 
saved. But by ~idnight the flam.es had reached the high 
belfry and t~e firenen ste,ped back. They had given up the 
fight. Soon the l1igh ,'Jalls fell in with a r1; F;hty crash and 
sin.oke anc. fla.'11.es roared sk.yv1ard. 1:0,v ever-:roody knew there 
could be no school tonorrow. But it ves not nany days be­
fore temporary arra.ngenents vJere .::-1ade in other buildings and 
school 1,t1ent on. The fifth grade had a schoolroom. do· ntovm. 
on the second floor of the Beed Eotel, 6.!ld the children 
thought it a great novelty to eo to-.1ntown to school. 

ExteEsive irc.'l')rove;'!.ents in schoolin~ facilities vJere ..... 
uncer consideration curing 1941. HFiopton was given a,proval 
of the 1roposed Federal grant of ~99,000 if the voters of 
the Independent School District of Hanpton would match it 
with a bond issue of .)120,000 to erect u new school building 
on the west side, and to illake in.,roveffients and an addition 
to the ,resent high school buildin~ on the east side. 

;iccording to estiL1r~.tes, the cost of the ~e't.N aedition 
and the improvements to the high school builcin8 would reach 
about ~l?0,000. The cost of the ·.?ro:posed ne,·i school build­
ing on the vvest side was figured to be close to :;30,000, and 
would run that B.Uch, taking the ne-vv eq_u_ipnent into consid­
eration. 

On tl1e east side there 1,vas to be an ad.di tion to the 
high school, built at the east nnd housing an au.ditorium 
seating about 1,000 persons. Too, a .l·..1.odern gyLLY1asium v-:as 
included in the plan, v.Ji th ample se~ ting capac i t-.r not onlJ 
for Hampton high school games, but also for tuurnawents. ~he 
regulation floor was planned 45 x ?5 feet, with all seats 
arranged bet,veen the ba s::rets to afford eq_u.ally eood- . --v.j.ev1s. 

A 11ew heating plant and builc.ing ·was also to be in­
stalled under the Jroposed building ~rogra.u. 

The progran that toe}~ nlace on the east side school 
grounds at the 1a-1ing of the cornerstt~.::.~ on . cTuly 21, l£3e, 
at 2:30 o'cloct:, ~11Jas in charge of Superintendent 1.rthur E. 
Ranl:in. The cornerstt~n(~ 1: .·_:-in.g cerenony -:livas in charge of 
L. H. Davis, president of the bonad of education. Senator 
Guy LI. Gillette and Con~ressnan John i1. G~Jnne 11vere the out­
side speakers. 

In telling o:f school paB.es, Oney Frea. s1.·1eet has said 
that football 111Jas locally in.troCuced by 3arl rerris, v1ho 
carri.e home from college for vacations and taught the game to 
the boys at Hanpton. Before this, football had see~ed to 
belong to the ~reat schools of the East, such as Yale or 
Princeton! Eagerly the students studied the rule bc'Ok and 
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learned to ,1ay, but the ga~e did not easily becOhle a favor­
ite. Golf, too, v1as &dopted sl01-,1ly ·3.nc )layed. little. Base­
ball, ho\-1ever, v1as as native to li~pton as the ?rairie sod, 
a11d that 1..\0.s the g&.ne ever·yone unclerstood anr1 liked. It ·was 
the g3ill.e of the IJion~e:rs and 1J-.:as carried on by their child­
ren and their grandchildren. Othe.r g'"<lnes ~entioned by Sweet 
Yvere "One old catn, r1duck: 011 the rocka, ·1ruly 201ya, r-crbles 
anci a night hide-a11d-seek ga.I!le called :1tall7 ho. n 

The Ii8Fipton chilGren loved to go to the sho·.1s at O. B. 
Harriman's Opera Eouse. There behind the kerosens root­
lights they saw the ~ost wonderrul draw.as ever sta~ed, or so 
it seemed to the~. The players stayed at the Beed liotel and 
it VJas alvvays e:xcitL."'1.g to v,1atch theE1 cone anc. go. Cora 
·darner and ~er Coffiedy conpan.y stayed for u "'.;vee~ and gave a 
different sl101N every 11ight, and the Beach and Boyiers _ }.~in.­
strels entertained ~aily at man.y different times. 1:oney -r.-Jas 
scarce in early days and tlje boys 1.vould tr-f to get jobs 
carrying hand bills or run.~ing errands for the players, for 
a free ticket. If they failed to earn their tic~ets they 
sor:..eti r1es tried to -~et in free throu~h the skylirht v1indovi 
at the front. E. J. 3toneora~er, the je.~itor, often caught 
them at it and because he seemed rou~Ji and hard-hearted the 
boys c2lled him "Ston.ey.~; lle V'lr-:s reslly a good citizen, a 
veteran of the Civil 'f!ar, and one of the youngGst c.em.bers of 
t-IcKenzie Post. In 1926 he beca:ne Ste.te Cor:r~1s.~1.c.er of the G. 
A. R. orga~ization. 

The P:-:oenix :Eotcl v-J9.S the old hotel of the toiJJn and had 
been built during the early da;.rs 1,vhe11 it served as a stop­
pine place for stagecoaches. ~llien the stares Dulled up to 
the hotel a fa:1ili3.r siP-ht for travelers 1;;-J.s ~- S. 3tiles 
(old 1-:1c:.n Stiles), ·who ,vas forever patchin8 up the plank 
sice\valk in front of tb.e .t'b.oe:ni~~ Eotel \v-i th pieces uf tin. 
I.=any years later t]1e tall Coonley 1Iotel ·was built by John E. 
Coonley, another of Fran~~lin County ;;iunc ers, a.no re}?laced 
the ~rand old Phoenix. -

Other early business Ben an6 settlers Sweet nentions 
are: the ~-~ott s' for -v.rho.r!l i,~ott tu"vnsl:ip V18.S named. These 
l1otts v1ere landov\1ners and tr.:.ere ·were three -- .4-.. lbart, C. J". 
and Lelos ·d. l1ott. Tl1ere v1as al so three iiarri1i1.an brothers, 
Eenry, 1./alter F. and o. B. :Eiarrll:an. -~,alter later became 
State Senator. Fred IIarrir.1an, v;ho r-..1uy have been one of the 
sons, -r1as ar-!. early autor:iobile o\1ner, ar10 -\i'-73S :,cilled in the 
county's f;rst nuto.::~1obile accider!.t, Y1hen his car :plunged off 
the road v•1hile traveling at a speed of thirt~r r..1i les an hour. 

1-.. ·,1. Beebe v~ns an. early lumber dealer and his son, 
Ecwin ~. Beebe, stayed on in H£~~ton except ~urin~ the tine 
of his enlist.rient in the S-:-1anish .&~erican -~far. Sons of Isaac 
Robin.son cc.:nt; nu.ed the banking bl1siness and the Scl17 esinger 
boys carried on the clothinf trade. E. 3~ Pattersun, a r1er­
chant, called l1is dryg~)oc1s store ~'The TeBple of Economy.a 
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His son, too, went on with the business. Charles Lockwood 
Beed adopted the hardvmre business f'ounded by his ra.t~ter,­
Cbarles Beed. These ~,iere the ·'horse and bupgyu days 1;;b.en 
men drove ''frin!!e to:ppedn phaetons or surreys and the first 
porcelain bathtubs were being introduced into newly built 
homes. The Gay 1Tineties 1.ve1.-ae prosperous da:rs for FraY-iklin 
County. 

It 1:vas in 1890 that the third of Fr:lrr.{:lin Count~'-s 
V 

three courthouses \\18.S erected. Frar.Jrlin County's first 
courthouse had been co11structed in 185?, a .one-story fr-c:1ne 
building, 18 b~r 30 feet in size. It had only one roo~. The 
second building of stone -,ns.s erected in 1866 a:!ld ~vas two 
stories high and 4E: ~J ?O feet in size. It cost something 
more than $l2,500. The third was started in 1890 and com.­
pleted in 1891 at a cost of ~60,000. It measured ?6 by 102 
feet on the ground and rose to a height of 133 feet. During 
this time Sweet, whose 2other taught school in the stone 
building which served as courthouse until the new one was 
ready, v1as a sr1all boy. He told in 1940 or hovi he had 
climbed over the scaffolding,and how at last when the build­
ing was almost done, he saw the bronze statue of Justice 
placed at the ver~r tiptop of the high dome to stand there 
for all time, blindfold but holdin~ her balanced scales over 
the town. One night during a severe ~1indstoru the statue of 
Justice lost, lier sc&les. The next LlorriinB, by VJdY of a jok~ 
soneone said a1;01N there is no inore justice left in I-Ia:cipton. •1 

But quietly above the tops of the na~les in the square the 
statue held her ~lace. The flli.liliar figure bad become part 
of the life of the town. 

There 1:vere tl1ree Ferris fa1-tllies of I:ampton, all en­
gaged in horticulture, on three sides of the town. They 
were Ben Ferris, Sol Ferris and John C. Ferris. The Ferris 
men, raembers of the G. ~. R., all raised various kinds of 
trees at first, which were sold by agents in Iowa and in the 
Dakotas or v1herever f arrners needed trees to plant for groves 
or windbreaks on their farms. Then in 1905 Earl Ferris, son 
of Sol, started a mail order bu_siness arid sold seeds, trees 
and plants. This business grew rapidly until in 1940 1~. 
Ferris vvas selling nursery stoc}: in every State in the Union 
and two hundred employees were hired during rush seasons to 
wrap, mail a~d ship the stock. 

The Franklin County Fair, scheduled each September ·'ivhen 
the grapes ,;vere be?in.ning to ,urple and the :-c1ie;hts were 
starting to cool~' vvas in 1890 a celebration e.s exciting as 
the Fourth ·of July. Frum all over the county gay throngs of 
people came in burgies, ,r.1agons or surries until the streets 
·were full of horses trotting back and forth 1.:1ith dusty 
hooves. .A.11 roads led to the Fair Grounds. Here \Vere !!lany 
attractions: the grandstand where the baseball games and 
races could be seen, Floral Hall, where jellies, cookery, 
:>a tch,vork quilts and embroidery ,iJere dis~layed, the stock 
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pens 1111here prize-1;1in11.ing animals \1Jere ~~ept, a~1d tents for 
side sho-1.Js, booth and cuncessions. In front uf Floral liall 
v;as a purnp v;here cool vvater could be had dJ1d thirsty fair­
goers drank frcrn. the tL"'l cup that hung by the vJell. There 
vvas also the cane rack, the pounding .macr:ine v-1here lusty 
farmers tried thair strength by pounding on a cu11trivance 
vvi ti--1 a sledge har.irner, and la st but not least vas the m.erry­
go-rounc., r1usic and glamour irresistible! }{ere, v-ihere vvood­
en horses galloped under a l1igh canopy, resounded the lcugh­
ter and rhyt~~1 of the carnival, and here the frolicking 
persistence of hurd7-p.-urdy· tunes VJOn r.1ore :n .. ickels from 
children than would whole stands of pin~ lemonade. 

Other business uen and ~laces of the day of the 1£90 
fair ,vere ~fill, Lou, and Joh_11 r:. Rule, Le:.ne's Book Store, 
Refsneider's restaurant, Baile:r's Barber ~~hop, 3.nd l_rs. 
~Jhitcomb's r:illinery Shop. lTe\J t.Lats vvere as iD.port8.nt in 
the aninet; esa as i11 later da:rs and eacl1 year a ·1 tri:·;~r~.!.ern 
came frorr_ Chicago to introduce nev1 styles in felt or strRV!o 

The Bailey's Barber Shop and the ?~elps Livary Ba~n 
·were both important places at tho.t tir:1.e. 1:cre reigned a 
political forum and Cyrus Robert's shoe re::_1airin~ shop ~vas 
called :1Te .. 1:1m.an~r:i bece~use so r:any national issues 1.ivere 
brouf:llt tr,_ere for heated and ]_)rolonged discussion. L. B. 
Rayrt:or1d and later Ton1Purcell, both editors, had state-\Jic .. e 
influence as leaders in :)olitical affairso :.1. Do Evans of 
11am.pton became a Stnte Sn:)rem.e Court judge but still ~:e:pt 
his Hampton res ide:nce. Jolm ·.J. Lu!Ce 1/va.s a I:ar111ton attorney 
"TfJho becarr1.e St2.te Railroad CoIT1issi oner. Lu~~e, c:1lled Cap 
L1.,1ke b~r his friends, vvas a veteran of the Civil "Nar and a 
7 oyal citizen of Earnpton. Eis v,,ife is ren1em.bered as a lov­
e. ble and j oll3r 1Jo1113.11 -~;11.o vvas al1:-va3rs ori hand to serve l1ot 
coffee ai1d baked beans at Go ~l.o R. aca.t:pfireso r; ... "1.11 t~1ese 
people contributed toward the iIBking of & ~rogressive cou­
rauni ty. 

Luring the presidential ca!D.!)aign of 1 C96 T7illiar;1 l.~c::in­
ley syoke at 1-Iam.pton fror1 the rear of an Io-r.va Central rail­
v-1ay coach. i~t that time Ed Brc.r1do11, ;,·;ho had :1ar..1ed his son 
VJilliar1 i.Icl(:inley Brand.on, lifted the boy over the heads of 
the crowd so that the child could Jresent the presidential 
nominee ·w·i th a bouauet of nr-airie 1AJildflo1.-\·srs o The incident - .... 
v1Jas pla:,rcd up in Cl1icago ~1ev;s:papers the follovr~ ng da1~. 

l. t ~-1as d1.1ring r:c::inley' s ad..eiinistra t ion, .n.pril lE 9C, 
that .A.1~1erica declared ·war on SDairi. Volunteers 1ivere i!r~"Q1edi­
ate1-::· called· and boys from. all over Fra11l{lin County enlisted 
in the arm.7{. Flags i.-1ere displa~red at all the tovvn.s and a 
corn._pany of soldiers v~as orga·i:ized at E&r~ptono Tb.is vro.s 
Cor1pany D and vvas only partly filled 1vh.en orders came for 
the c orapany to go to Des 1:oines to the first training c;tmp. 
Later on this orgartization 1."las sen.t to ca.I!lp at Chickarf:auga, 
Georgia. It vvas ver:-r hot in Georgia a11d an epidenic of ty-

45 



phoid fever broke out in camp. Five boys from Franklin 
County died. They were John \/. French, l'Jed L. Clock of 
:WIB.ysville, John Brophy, ~lilliam Demo, and Vlilliam tiovvery •. 

Some of the men fought at Santiago, Cuba .1i·;-ith Tl1eo­
dore Roosevelt's Rou.gh Riders, and others sailed across the 
Pacific Ocean to fight in the Philippine Islands. J.C. 
Foughty of Hampton vVas sent to kLanila. Iiere Commodore 
Dewey destroyed the Spanish Fleet and in a fierce battle the 
Americans defeated the Spanish on land. Foughty says it was 
unbearably hot and·: the· -bill lets flew as thick as hail stones, 
Finally the American troops were victorious on sea and on 
land; peace "W.3.S declared, and the Spanish American vV'ar v1as 
over. The United States had gained Cuba, the island of 
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. 

Soldiers from Hampton and from Franklin County who en­
listed are rame« as follows: 

Earl Clock 
Edgar Dolson 
Raymond Dolson 
Charles Homer 
D4 A. Page 
Clay L. Pearse 
E. A. Beebe 
George A. Burns 
Samuel E. Campbell 
Vvhl. vlichersheim 

Ned L •. Clock 
Charles Chesterfield 
11. F. Clark 
John c. Ferris 
John c. Foughty 
John Vv.- French 
Jor1n Vl. Harriman 
Ge T. McGrillis 
\Villiam r~Iovvery 
Al:fred Feene 

J. P. }jeyers 
Harvey Roemer 
Frank Scott 
Ernest L1eyer 
Baer Frank 
Durr Leach 
J.B. Baylis 
Aldinger 

The coming of the twentieth century heralded many im­
provements and additions for the city of Hampton. Early in 
1902 a sewage system vvas installed and in 1910 a sevrage dis­
posal plant was added to the system to keep Franklin County 
streams from pollution. 

In 1905 a franchise was granted to John Howie; T. J. J. 
Le-ckband and others for the manufacture of gas, and by the 
fall of 1906 this plant ~Nas in full operation. 

The Hampton Public Library was the result of the steady 
and concerted effort of Hampton citizens led by Col. L.- B. 
Raymond, for many years editor of the Franklin Recorder. He 
made· two trips to Vlashington, D. C. in behalf of the library 
and helped to obtain from the Andrew Carnegie foundation the 
grant by which the library was built. The Carnegie donation 
was *10,000 for the building and books. The city of Rampton 
paid ~3,660 for the site. Other expenses brought the entire 
cost to $16,916.35. The library was opened October 6, 1905. 
This library has proved of great value to the entire county. 
The librarian in 1940 vvas 1.1iss Iviary Kingsberry. 

A new ~60,000 high school building and 
schools on the east and west side were to 
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Harnnton' s educational ea~1ipment. ...~ normal trainin~ course 
,vas ... nade a ~Ja.rt of the high- school curriculum in 19I~. The 
H8.I!lpton High School was one of the first in the State to 
offer education courses to prepare students for teaching 
positions. 

In 1914 members of a group of German Lutheran Churches 
in the n.ort11ern nart of Iova decided to build a hosuital at - ~ 

I!am.pton,, and for this purpose formed the German Lutl1eran 
Hospital ~ssociation. The Reverend Otto vun Gemr~ingen of 
Hampton was elected president;.E. Hempel of Bradford, Iowa; 
vice :president; the Reverend H. !-i.. 1.Iae.s of Hubbard,. Secre­
tary;- and Ed,;,~;ard D ohrnann of I-Iar.1pton; treasursr. The cor­
ner st one of the completely modern hospital to be built on 
Reeve Street fronting on the city park, and to be equipped 
to accorrffilodate ?5 patients, was laid with elaborate cere­
monies in Decernber 1914. The Revere11d l,lr. Steger o:f Fair­
banks delivered a sermon on the text, "Thou shalt love thy· 
neig.i.i.bor as thyself.~, and in thar1king the ci tize11s of Hamp­
ton for their aid, enphasized that the hosJital would be 
open to all regarGless of creed, nationality, conditions, or 
the possession of this world's goods. The Reverend Otto von 
Gem71ingen proclaimed the cornerstone laid according to the 
laws of the German Lutheran Church. The l1ospital v1as opened 
in September 1915. 

rmen the United States entered the Vlorld t;-ar in 191?, 
Fra11klin County m.en vvere as quick to respond to the call for 
service under the colors as they had been in 1861 and 1898. 
ldore than five hundred are estimated to have put on their 
country's uniform ana entered tl1e various branches of the 
army, the 11avy, and the marine corps. The majority belonged 
to the Eighty-eighth Di vision, ,vhich VJas trained at Ca~:p 
Dodge and sent to France in the late s1Jmmer of 1918. 

The first of Fra11klin County's aGold Stars a vvas hung in 
the home of Eilert Johnson, who died at Camp Pi~e; Little 
Rock, .h..rkansaso 

George arthur Aldinger was the first H~~ton rcian to be 
killed in action. Ee died on the battlefields of Fra11ce on 
august 10, 1918. 

Two Red Cross nurses, IIaud &J.drev1s and Letha Shafer, 
died in the service and were buried at H&~pton. 

~ Hamnton~born officer who attained unusual distinction 
in the :.lorld T·1ar vvas i-1illiam. Daniel Leahy ,vho attained the 
rank of ca,tain; after being in com.mand of the U.S~S-Dolphin 
in the l.-iexican :-:,unitive expedition of 1916. -~ graduate of 
the U. s. 1:aval li.Cader1y at .n.nnapolis in 189?, he had first 
seen active service in the Philip)ines during the Spanish 
American ~var. Leahy V\as c:t1ief of staff during the !:Ticara­
g'.uan occupation in 1912 and later held the same posl tion in 
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IL.1i tian carn.i)aign. He v'las pror:1.oted to th.e ranl{ of .ndruiral in 
command of the battle force in 1936 and 193? and was chief 
of naval operations until his retireuent in 19390 Ee is 
said to have bee~ the only officer in ~erican naval history 
to Lave been the chief of the L~portant bureaus of Or6nance 
and IJavigation, as v-;ell as CI1ief of naval operations. .;:-fter 
leaving active service, Ad.mi ral Leahy ·was a·:J?Ointed Governor 
of Puerto Rico in 1939, and in 1941 Gnited ~tates .n.e.bassador 
to the Vichy Government in France. 1-~dL i ral Leahy ~Nas born 
in 1-:ampton on L!ay e, 18?5, the so11 of :i.-.iicl:ael arid Rose Leahy .• 
The family 1:1.oved to -~lisconsin during his boJrhood. 

A huge nass-neeting and celebratio~ was held at Hampton 
on October l?, 1919 in honor of the soldiers and sailors and 
others vir..o vJere retu.rning from their various fields of ser­
vice. 1r1~1elve thousand persons attended. tl1e exercises, at 
which the Hun. 1:athan r:endall "i:vas the principal spea::.~er. 1-;\. 

free ox dim1er was served to all. 

The first iuuerican Legion post in Franklin County was 
organized at IIa.1:1pton 1"l.ueust 30, 1919 and naBed the George A. 
Aldinger Post No. 1830 Louis ~ogers was the first com.r~ander. 
Afterwards the nien from Sheffield and other to1Nns or3ar1i zed 
their OV\lil :;_JOSts. 

At 5 o'clock in the morning December 29, 1936, the first 
trans-.lltlantic telephone call in the count-/ vJas rtade from 
Ham:pt on. l.~rs. Fred Scl1m. i at made tl1e call to Berlin, Gernany, 
to conPratulate her ~::other,;, on her oft-l1ty-first birthday. 
t:rs. Schnidt had 11ot seen her rJ.other for seven ·rears and the 
three Jtl.nutes of tme she could talk seeried to go very fast. 
Soon the operator 7n l-Tev1 -:{ur}-c was sayring, '1Ti.G1e is up. ~Jill 
you please say good-bye r1ovv, n and the e~i.ll ·vvas over. 

The long distance wires carried the call first from 
Har1pton to ITevv -fork and ther1ce tl1e Roci-c3r roint, Lo11g Island, 
s;_vhere it vJas broQdcast to Caper, Scotlando Fru8. there it 
·went by vvire to Lon.do:n. and tl1ence by s"G.b;:1arine cable u11der 
the English channel to the coast of Germa.ny ano. then by 1-vire 
to Berlin. The return x1essa&:e did not fcllovJ the same route ..... 
but traveled from Berlin to Rugby, Engla1id, by cable, thei1ce 
by broadcast to 11oulton, Iiaine, then to 1:Je~v York, and fro!!l. 
there to IIar11Jton over the sane long distance vvire. 

The ciesignatior.L of lii?-h~-,,ay 65 as a r:ation.al high\ivay in 
1927 opened a ne\v future not only to tl1e count~{ seat, but to 
all the residents of Fra:1klin. The ·)ro_posea. ryrogr1r.:.. included 
sor•.1e necessary cl1anges in the countryside, such as the 
raising of lovv s"9ots near the S~neffield corner, grading fror:1 
Sheffield corl")orate linit to the north ccunty line, rebuild­
ing the grade fron a poin.t one ;1ile north of Eau"':..pton to 
three I!.liles north of the city, cuttir1e; do·vm the hill and 
filling in lovJ places 11.ear Four 1.::i:ile Schoon1ous.:., putting 
ne,v bridp.es over Squavv and riayne Cree~s, a.11.d cutting dov1/n 
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~- ~ • l 7 ,..... C . B ,..,,1s n_1 __ ..L. ~~-2a.:.~ 0c~unvI ree~-:. ut ;v~en the v.-or~~ v;as completed, 
Franklin Cou:rity land vvas linked i11tegraJ.ly to the v\Jonderful 
na. ti onal highi.iva1r ~:stem. The cays o:f grazing buffalo, r'll.Ll­
b 1 in? Jra i rie schooner--even of the old s9r1 rig ~"lagon -- had 
long been gone. But the days of pioneer ~otoring, nf big 
.~•"J

1-'.'".,.Ja~a::1 atit:or,obi les ~J""lOi•··~ 'Yl{:":' tl~e1· r 'l'.,ia"{_r th~ou~1-, ;-;u?.c_-:,, --oa· as o~ 
- "' --l ..r... • - '.J 4-• ~ l •li~J.,:_._ -• "• J 4~ e"".J.,~ ••- \...,i, j ~ · .L 

st~ctinE; fast in the gt·_mbo illlt·i 1 pulled out by 1~orses or 
tractors, had faded, too. lToi.:v streanl~ned cars could sresd 
o,rer a strea:1lined hi['"hv1a-:r and an ever , ncrcasi ng overland 
traffic v-1oulc conr~ect Io1.-va and Fran:--:lin Count,r \-vi th the 

cJ 

north, south, east, and west. Iu~roved State and County 
roads formed a ne i.,v1orl: for tra.nsportationo On the south 
border of the county, U. S. I.;.igh·vvay 20 -\r·;u.s sooi-i to _provide 
direct con tact east ai1d vvest •. 

Tl1ree Iov-,a farm boys, L.a.rl[·1n Leo:i.1ara, Lester Olson a11d 
Ra:rraond 1-~onahan, cor:1prisin[ the :Fran~-clin County Farm 
}jureau's char1;,ion jun-:or cutt~e judging tea:i of the United 
States, represen tea this cour1try at the International r,airy 
Cattle 3b.o9vV, held at Chichester, n.ear London, Enr.2.a11d, J1.11y 
7 to 11, 19250 The boys were mJar~Gd the trip, with a 
:~4, 000 appro!)riation to pay the expenses, because the::l had 
~von the State honors at th.e Dair:r Cattle Con.cress held at 
".Va terloo, a:n.d ca1)tured first :1onors v,ri th a lead of 136 
points at the l'Tational Dairy Sho\v, held i!l J:"Iil·?18.ukee. Gover­
nor Jor.u1 3:aru:nill sig:J.ed tl1e bill of a -.)pro)ri at ior~ .. ~·1i th out 
hesitation. 

~rThe victor~f of the Io1va ten!"n. is a beast of Iovva Gairy­
ing, ~, declared Charles E. ·Hearst, presie.ent uf the Iov1a Fa.rrn. 
B1.1.reau Federation, •1as these boys got all of t':leir training 
in judring Io'\;va dairy cattle. It is a distinct honor for 
Iovva to ser1d its chaLl})ions:i-iip tearr. to represent the United 
States at tl1e Internat~_onal ShovJ. a 

i1. cablegr::in rece.ived at 1:a~1~ton brought the joyful ne,vs 
that the three T'ranl~lin Co1mty boys, represcnti ng "tl10 u.s.n 
at the International junior dairy judging contest held in 
_t;ngland , had b c: en p ro11ounced ''v;or ld char.:1ui ans.,? 

The tear: vi£ s coached b~r V. B. Ha~:iil t o:!1., county agent of 
:Fran1-clin County, vvho deserved much credit for the success of 
the boys. l~r. Iiar:.ilton, _v1i0h :Earl \1saver, head of tne dairy 
husbandr:r department of Io\•Ja State CollegG at -~iles, and I:i:rs e 

Ha~ilton accompa~ied the trio on their trip to Europe • 

.n. J250 gold trophy 1Na.s a··Nu.rded the t ear2 as the result 
of the contest in ~n~la11d .E1J.1d it ~rV<.1S thGirs to tal,:e home -ViJith them. The trio vvas credit:3d '\~.1ith ·;~placing Frai1klin 
County on the nap • n l~ ot only tl1e people of Io\jva, but tl10 se 
living all over the United States felt pride in their jU11ior 
chaCTpion tean and their excellent coach. 
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One of the le.rgest crov.1ds that ever asse-:1bleo in the 
sampton city Jark, conservativel7 estir:1£.ted dt 3,500 yeople, 
r·1et together to tej1cer t~e charr9ion jud.?es a -._.·vhole-~_:-_earted 
·welcome on their return, and to sL.o":-Jer congrat:..1.lctions to 
the tr:to and their coach, Gotmt1r 2\.gent V. B. I-Ia.:n.lton. 

Franklin County's in9ortance in the a~ricul~?iral world 
v1as aga; n demonstrated in A.Jr il 1928, 1_;·;hen Bro\-.:11 Sv.1i ss his­
tory -rNas nace by the record sale of the C. I'. Osborne 
estate's herd. Doctor Csborne, v-!110 had died suadenly in 
Februarv of t~!:l.t year, r_ad been for 12 /ears cr.1ief surgeon 
at the Lutheran Hcspital in Hampton and in aCditiun was 
':-cno~vn throughout the L:idc le 1,lest as a brseder of f1 ne ca~tle 
and the ovmer of the .Lovva Bro·riil Svviss Gunpany. Bu~rers fron. 
a !lumber of states incltlding :.:innesota, llichiga~, 1~ev1 York, 
Tllinois, Penns::lva:;.-iiu, -,Jisconsin, Ohio, arid lTebraska, as 
vvell as Io1vva '\V6re &.:i~ong the 1,500 persons 1.1ho attenced the 
auction. The 47 cows, bulls aad heifers suld brought a 
total of ~31,250, said to ha,re- been the l1i gJ::est price ever 
recorded for a Brovrn SvJiss herd -- an average of ~677. 65 an 
animal-. Frank J. LJollsr of Sche11ectady, 1:e1.J York, _paid the 
record price of ~5,400 for Silver Bell, a 10-year-old world 
char:1pion covv. Zoller also bought 3vviss Girl, a 6-yeur-old-, 
for ~)3,250, and I!ancy 1:ay, a ?-:fear-old co,v, for ~/700 • .2-•• p. 
Ternes of Detroit ,urchased 11 head of cattle for 05,000 
including College Ethel '!'/., at ~l,100. J:1. brother of ... ~ndrevv 
liellon, Secretary of the Treasu.ry, bought i oBoSoC.'s. Silver 
Cr:irnes, an 1::..up.ust bull calf, for ~,;1,0?5, to be sent 1.1ith an 
8-year-old cow, to the Llellon Rolling Roe~ farn near rhila­
delphiae The sale dis~eTsed a preat herd tu different parts 
of the country. Four a.viin1als, :t.oi.iJever, ";VGre purch8.sed for 
Frai1klin Cou_nty herds, by Da 7 las 1-iarri son of Tiar.i.pton, Fred 
iralle of Latiner, and John Christianson of Coulter. 

In 1931 :Robert T. }Ia.:.-~-11 1 ton a:1.1.d .i:~i.. T. 1Iar.iil ton, a:·(1ong 
the r1ost ·nroro.inent feeders of cattle ir1 nortl:.ern IovJa, made 
the largest single sl:.ipment of fat cattle ever to go to 
r::ar~et from Fra·.1klin County. It consisted of 550 yearlings 
2nd two-year-old st=ers and Eade up a sJecial 26-car train 
from Bradford, Iovva to the :Eiorrriel Packing Cor:1.pany of .u.ustin, 
I~i~nesotao The SI'-ipr1cnt totaled ap:1roxim.ately ~;,,;58,000. 

Fred Y!i tte, i/\!lO lives two r1iles east of Latimer, sold 
173 ho?s averaging 330 pounds to the Decker Conpany buying 
station in Ha~pton, and received a c~eck for J5,632.12. Nels 
T. l ~aL.~, ~anager, GX'!)re ss ea. the be 1 i ef t ~-:at this check \vas 
t~e largest ever ~iven to one indivicual by that station. 

On October 16, 191.!:0, pressed b7 the e~·1erge:ncy of a ne\v 
a.nd f orr:ii a.able v•1orld crisis, the United States called on all 
her vouth between the ages of 21 &nd 35 to register for 
training service. barl --LaVonne Floden, Iio1:1ard Benjamin 
i:Jalsh and lJels ~/alter De-::iey Christe:..1sen all of Ha.r1~9ton, vvere 
among the first seve11 .men from Fraiiklin Count~r called out 
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for dut~r in 1940-41 lli~der the Selective Training Service Act. 
Robert ~1a:rne Lumley ~eld the first r1unber dra1An - · 158. 
Fre.ncis Burt Gentry and Russell DeForest ~-orehouse of Shef­
field, Loran Cliffton :noble of Cha ··)1n arid :Io~iard Andrew Brovm 
of Coulter i;Nere also in the first group surrr:!.oned. T\;;ant:r-­
four volunteers had alread~.r offered their services to their 
country. 
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Sheffield, tl1e second largest town in Franklin County, 
took the ,1ace of an earlier settlement knovm as Shobe' s 
Grove. John Shobe, the orig~nal settler, vvas cor:rr2issioned 
postmaster October 8, 1861~ 

The first school had been held in Clinton Tuv~!lship 
vJhere the gruve v;as located, in the 1.vinter of 185£-1860, 
vvhen a L{iss 1Iolt gave instruction to tvvo Jupils in an old. 
log smokehouse built on Section 1. Better quurters for 
teacher ar1d stude11ts vvere four1d the ful~O\}ing spring. 

During tl1e Civil vlar three of 3hobe' s sons -,,ient to the 
front and fought vvith Capto Ja.mes B. Reeve in tl1e fierce 
battle of l.~iss ionary Ridge. Capt,ain Reeve died in the vvar, 
and Charles Sl1obe vvas severely- vvoU11ded, but all three of the 
brothers lived to return home. 

Like .c:1ost cor~:i.unities, Sl1obe' s Grove diet not re~~11y 
beci n to rrovv 1.,1-ntil the n.ic: a.le ·years of the :)OSt-~v·Jar recon­
struct ion. ?hen the Gi li:-1.ans car1e alon[o ~l.lbcrt Gi lr1a.n, 
F·resident of the Central Io\Ja Rail1,va7, 112d bsen a resident 
of I.~arshallto,.-vn. I~e rylatted o. to1:vn in I:ebru_e~r~r, le?4, and 

a . .. .. .J:>. ,. • .c, • 9'\ .. ,. ... ~. 1., , - . :i • n3..Ple. it in r:onor O.L .n.1s JrJ.enc 0nor1ic a, ~.:':no ..Livea 1.n 
Lubuque , but vvho vvas sa ~ a. to have be en the or i final ovvner o:f 
some of the land used.. On I:arch 2?, 16?4, the old :9ost 
office of Shobe' s Grove ·was closed an.d & nGVJ one opened at 
3heffi eldo .1.'i.t. that time r;. S. Bo\ven r8ce~ved his appoint­
r::ent as ·.-:o str:'.£1. ster . 

. . 

.I1. fran1e depot vvas the first bu.ildi 11r )Ut up on the 11evJ 

to1·r11 site. Soon ufter~.vard Jara.es Thon1.Json built a small ... 
frame house and displayed a stock of merctandise for sale in 
this first store. Dr. J. t:. Potter vi1as the first ,11ysician. 

The first schoolhouse vvas built in 18?5 and the first 
t8acher v-1as ;·i.. C. BeL1D.ing. Tb.1 s building sarved as a neet­
ing place for cor-.:.:~1unit~,r ratherin~s, festivals and religious 
services. The Ba,tists us8d it as a church until l~a:r 1£81, 
when they occupied their O\Nn nev; house of ·worship_, built at 
a cost of ~2,300. The Baptists, organized in 1863, had been 
adri1itted to the Cedar Vo.lle~f Association in 1864 .• 

Tl1e 31:ieff ield l.~ethoc.i st Church vvas 
ber 1880, \vi th a .membersr:.ip of 40. 
building was ccmstructed at a cost of 
cated i11 lJovember of that year o The 

orgn.:i:1; zed in r:oVPJn­
In 1682 the cl1urch 

~2,~50. It \Vas dedi­
first pastor was the 

Reverend F. £1.-~. Coleman. 
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T-#o otl1er churches were organized a.uring the course of 
the next few years. D. 3. Staebler of Belnonc supervised 
the establishment of the ~ion Evangelical Church in Shef­
field in 1888. He built a parsonage there the following 
year. In 1896 a group uf Germ.an people of the Baptist faith 
began holding tl1e ir o,~m L1eet ings, with the Reverend Jacob 
Jordan as pastor. Services were held in the schoolhouse anc 
occasionally in other churches, until the Ger~J.an Baotist 
Church was built in 1900. 

Elias -r,,nitney built arLd operated Sheffield's first 
hotel in 1874. A rival establishment was soon built by John 
Bolton, v'lho operated it for 1-nany years. E. C. Schader iN8.S 
re&dy for the business renaissance of 1880 with his Galena 
1{ouse~ Judge Ve~rn.ilya of f,;lason City built \vhat was said to 
be Sheffield's first raodern-t\rpe hotel about 1899. 

' -

The to"m's pioneer bank v1as the .Sheffield BaIL'!-c, a nri­
vate financial institution which began business January 1, 
1880. Ten years later a new home for the bank vas erected 
on the corner of Gilman ant Second streets; this was the 
first bricl-c building in to,,,m. In time a neat and · pleasing 
array of b1.1-ildings, nany of them tvvo stories in height, 
appeared in the center of town. Pressed brick was the pre­
Va7ling material. The school, churches, elevator, creafile~J 
and hotel v1ere all t7pical of a )rosperous, vJell built rural 
t ov;n. 

},rank 11.orga11 issued the first nur1ber of tl1e 3heff'ield 
Press, a five colUll~~ folio, in 1880. The well-edited and 
~--Jell-printed journal secu_rec ~e~-ierous support from the start. 
The founder had begun his career at ti1e bott um of the ladder 
in a ·or inter' s office in -r/isconsin. Le ... ter he Dracti ced his ... -
trade in l.1.a.:-,1pton. l1:organ resairred editor of the Press until 
tl1e fa 11 of 1884, vi hen he ret ur:ned to iiam:pt or1 as part o"vvner 
of the IIan1pton Chror1icle. r:2he Sheffield Press \lvas still 
being published as a vieekly, on. Ti1ursa.a~.rs, in 1£·40, VJiti1 
Lester G. Benz its ed7tor. 

Sheffield had been incorporated as a town in 18?6, and 
::-nunicipal officers \ivere elected 1:.,:..a:-r 12 of that :rear: ·). s. 
Bowen v:as the first raa:vor; I.:. Crav1ford, the recorder; R. 
~-/ilde, II. I-:o Phelps, S. E. Spaulding, Fo 11.. 1··opo, and G • .i,."-• 

Culver the first trustees. 

From 1£80 on, the towr1 gre-;,,1 steadily. ..tt that ti1ne the 
best land in the vici11i ty ,.-,ns selling, v-1hen inproved, at $i25 
an acre; unimproved lrn1d brou_ght six to ter1 dollars. 

T't~O severe fires occt1rring v;i thin five years of each 
other destroyed r1.ost of t11e ori~inal section of Sheffield. 
i.~uch da.--nage was caused by the first cunflagratj_on in 18E.9, 
but the second, in 1894, razed practically the whole busi­
ness part of tcnm. and caused a t6o,ooo loss of vvhich half 
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·was covered b~r ii"'1.surance. 1Teat, h:1.rnonizing 
placed those damafl'ed or razed by the f lar:ies •. 

build.;n~s re-~--

A.~on? the structures burned in 1894 ~as the headquar­
ters of I-IulliBan Fost l'fo •. 102, .G •. /1.. Ro l~ll the Post's :rec­
ords were lost. Later the Post secured funds to build a 
frar11e structure,. the Grand _4.rmy 1·~enorial Hal 7, -:.1hich v1as 
u.sed for years as a L~eeting place by the .Lun.erican Legion and 
the Lia sonic and Odd Fellov\Js lodges.. Charter menbers of tl1e 
Post had been ~ustered ;n by Capt. R. S.- Benson and others 
of Hampton's rlcKenzie Post on October 20, 1862. The Shef­
field Post vr<ls na.2.ed for Col •. J"anies R. iiulligan of the 
Twenty-third Illinois Infantry, who had been shot down at 
the head of his coITnand at tr-e battle before \anchester, 
July 24, 18640 l~~ulligan Relief Corys, 170. 303, ;vas organiz­
ed in 1895. 

Sheffield Lodge, 1:0. 422, I.0.0.F. \vas established 
October 20, 1881. Their early records too were lost in the 
fire of 1894. ru"'1. auxiliar~r, Dat1ghters of Rebeka.11, -;.:;as 
forraed in 1897. 

The Sheffield r:asonic LoC:ge vas orgai1ized in 1£80, the 
Order of the 39.stern Star in lf- 95, End ..:"1.rgyle Lodge, :enir;h ts 
of Pythias, in 1695. 

During Sheffield's !Diddle years of grovvth the L~innea_p­
olis and St. Louis Railroad was exte:1.ded r!.orthvvard frOI!l 
FT t tl c· · n .. T 1 ., ., P · :r · .i.a.r1p on, as vvas 1e nicago, .1.~oc_: ..i.S s..nc, ano aci ic. 

1.Irs. M. C. })errin, Sheffield librarian, v:as the guest 
of b.onor at a silver tea in the ·1 ibrary roon 1-:arch 14, 1941, 
vvhen nearly 100 patrons called tu pa:r their respects to tier 
11vho had served as librarian since the orgar1izati on of the 
library association there in 1923. I.Ir's o J?er-rin celebrated 
her bi rthda,r anniversary tv10 da~ys after,nard, 1~arch l?. 

The visitors at the tea registered in a special booklet 
vvbich i:~.as given to l.Crs. Perrin in com.-r:1e!:i.or3.tion of the occa­
sion. She vvas also ,resented vvi th a bot1-q_uet of flui;.vers and 
a gift, a token from the :fut1r stu.d7 clubs ir: the cor:li.::.u_n.ity 
and the library bc.;9.rd of trustees.. 3ilver, contributed at 
the tea, v.ras turnod over to :,.:rs. Perrin v-Jho plo.nned to use 
it for purchasing a suitable gift for the library, to per­
Jetuate her newory among library patrons in the future. 

One of the largest industrial concerns in Fr&Dklin 
County, the Sheffield BricJ:e and. Tile Company, i:.:i&S f~Junded by 
a very large deposit of Devonian shale at Sheffield, about 
200 acres in exter1t, renarlcabJ.Y free from foreign ua tter and 
requ-i ring little refining or cleani11go 011ly tl1.r6e deposits 
of-this clay have been found in the State, and &11 are lo­
cated in 11orthern Iuiva •. In 1908 the company v-1as incorporated 
with a ca,ital stock of Ql50,000 by Lo B. Carhart, C. C. 
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Stni th. 

i~t fir st, cuDm.on brick and e.rain tile v1ere the only 
products of the Jlant but in 1924 the business vi/as e~1larged 
and the out~ut broadened to include drain tile, hollow 
buildin? tile, fluor bean tile,. face tile, hearth cubes,­
face briclc and corrr: ... on building brick. This nev1 plant half 
a :1ile south of to\111n developed until, \vith 13 great k:ilns, 
it riad a capacitv of 12 carloads daily, enplo3ring 60 men. 
The various })roducts vvere scheduled to Ir.f...:;et the dema11d of a 
trade territory er.bracing seven States - ro-v1a, I:in.nesota, 
\"lisconsin, l.Iichigan, the Dalcotas and :tfebraska, ·rmile some 
sJ'!ip.m.ents v1ere sent to Yiin:nipeg, Canada. T11e 2g_nage:21.ent of 
the coCTpany in 1940 had passed into the hands of five con­
trolling directors with S. J. Galvin the president, G. H~ 
Galvin, vice president, and C.R. G9.lvir1, office r-18.nager .. 

i:u.ch clay f ro.m the co!TJJ)any' s pit ;1as 1..1sed in the con­
struction of the Bailey Creek Dar1, on the cree~c of that 
name in 1936. Volunteers v1orking under the SJ011sorship of 
the Sportsmen's Conservation Club built the da_m of vvuod, 
stone and earth to reconstruct an old pioneer bridge in 
.3heffi eld City Park. Some of the orig.; nal tim.ters ~dere 
used, and a rustic footbridge now spans the creek on piling 
that had supported the bridge over 1i-:hicr1 gi oneers once 
crossed vvi th their ox tea1n.s. T11e pool vJas stocked 1,vi th fish 
com1on to Iowa strea~s. 

H. L. and C. Co Carhart organized the Sr~effield Elec­
tric Light and Povver Conpa11y in 1909, fu_rnishir1g lights for 
the streets, business houses and private residences~ 

CH.API1J 

Chapin, in Richland To,1nsl1i_p, v1as laid out b:r J. B. 
Grinnell, tlie founde:r of Griru1ell College, and r1as gj_ven the 
naiden nane of h.is 1sife, Julia Cha~)in Grinnell. .nr1ong tho 
earliest settlers were Ao S. Ross and his fa~ily, and the B. 
C. :3rec1-:enri dge.s., vvho 1.1,1ere i...11.f 7 uenced by Gri:1I1ell to r:1o·ve 
from. their t .. ones near Broo~·clyn, in ?o\:les:~~iek County. Tl1ey 
arrived I.:a~r 15, 1857. I:c, E. Ross, a youth at the time, 
later v;rote dovm sorile of his nemories of tl"':.ose da:rs; ,rJ. B. 
and II. I-i. Grini.viell and father bcught a steara sa~.-v::iill to­
gether. Henry \vent to Chicago aft er it v1as three 1neeks vi1i th 
ox teams ~etting it here from the end of the railroad -- at 
that tine;· I think, a little east of the 1Iississippi River. 
J_n the ::1eantime, other people v1ere noving in.o Obadiah Snith 
did tb.e surve~rin8 and I carried the cr~ain v::-~e:n the tov~n ~·~as 
laid out o ·" 

-.Jhen the mill at last vvas broue;ht in and set up to -:·1ork 
Chanin st2.rtsd a boori vJhich 13.sted for the next tl1ree years • .... 
Sometimes the r.1.ill .._,1as run day and nig.i.1.t to fill tl1e demand 
.for building lumber •. 
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~, The winter of 1857-58 \Vas tl:e corn.meal --~vint6r, ~1 Ross 
recalled. HThere v1asn't a 50 'Jou_r1d sack of flour in the 
whole r1eighborhooa. o :.Je s9ei1.t ff1ost of the ti:n.e those long 
~:,1inter even~ngs sittins stra6.6le of a s1J8.c"ie over a v1asl:tub, 
shellinfl' cor'Y'\ rn..1., he i-1e1· P-h"'n,,r~ 'Wc"11lf; +: · .... - t··"i,·1-•;:" g-1,.11 r: -~-_..,_ ~---.~ 

~-· J...i. 0 --~ - ~- ~- 1t.,.,; .J - -·- ..., .... · " '-4..- ·-:) "-· -'-•-:::. ........ .1. " .. _J._\,__ .. 

anc gatherin.g it up 3.nd te.ke it to Iov-a P&l7s to get it 
grcu_n.d. In the spring a .r1ar.:. drove L.-i.to I-Ia.:-:.pton. tVi th a load 
of flo11r. Father ~id r~ ... 19.00 for one sac}:, this -Nas theri 
2ixed "T_~Jith cornr1eal to make it go as far as ]OSsible. ~1e 
had to ~et bac:~ on 'Wheat bre&d gradu.ally-. :t 

J. B. Grinnell hiI'lself -v-1rote of that sGason: nThe hard 
ti r:.e s of 185? v;ere a reality. Coffee gs.ve 'T.nay on our tables 
to a substitute rlade of rye ai1d s-vveetened vv:j tr1 sorghum • 
. .., 1 ~ ~ ~1 - • d ..:)ugar v,as a uxury as '"Je.S .1.. 1ne .1.._our o • • ·.raxes 1.rvere l.lJ?.pai 
for ye&rs, dra~vinf heavy yenalties.a 

Yet in spite of these difficulties Jeople rIBnaged to 
maintain. a lively social intercourse and to atterJ.pt to '':{:ee:p 
up'= 1·ritr1 t11e ;·1orld east of the fr-onti~r. ~f01..m,c:, Ross COIJ.­
plained, n. • o ~::.1d if there ·were errands to do T vJas lackey 
for the vvhole tovm; hc.d to climb trees to cut 0 ra_pe vines 
for the vvor.1en, v-1i th vvhich to flake r1oopskirts that 1~ere cora-
ing into fo.shion then • 0 • j•, 

Chapi11. 1 s first scb.ool vvas a duub7e log house at the 
north side of Ths.rp's Grove, -vvhere in 185? l.:trs. l~~ary ~/right 
instructed the children of the neighborhuod. In 1658 and 
1559 l~i ss l~attie Lovering taught in her father's l1ouse. 
During that vJinter the )Upils :ioticed llr. Loveri11g doing an 
ocSd bit of carpenter ,vork tl1at looked tu tr1eL1 li:-ce a coffin • 

... --i.sking vvho was c.ead, they -vvere told, HICo one ,just novv, but 
my v;ife is very lovv, can't live but a fev'l -..:;eeks, arid I'ro. 
rn.aking it so as to have it hand-;{ o" 

~i niach ine for .1-:r.a king hard1,v0od shin8les "f:1as sst up by 
the Varker brothers on their arrival in the spring of 1851~ 
... ~lthough the;{ did a big business, they sold out ir1 the fall 
to Thomas l~orris, vvho pls.n~1ed to :1.ake sLingles in 1,:;arm 
i;veather anc to trap otter, beaver, and tlink t:Lrcugh the 
·winter • 

.b. cor2bj_ned churct1 a:i.1d scl1oolhouse vv:3.s built at Chapin 
in 1859 and was then said to be tt1e best i11 the county. t~rs-. 
J =- B. Grinnell, pl6ased that the tov.,rn carried her n1aiq.en 
nc1m.e, Chapin, donated a fine be11 ·weighing 400 pounds for 
tr1e belfry· of the 11evJ buildingo The.t bell ::1ust have been 
the biggest th.en in rranl<lin Countyt 

Ho Ho Grinnell V;J8.S a :;pointed ")()Stmaster v:b.en the office 
was established in 1860. 
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. Durin~ the stirrinp da7s of the Civil :~r, ~atriotic 
Ch.spin r-a.ve 21 sol6.iers to the 1.:-~1ion forces, 2. record for a 
tc1.1n so small. 

The first rel; ?."ious services ·were eonc1t1.ctsd in tl1.e sun-
,.. - e,_? b 4--h '!") .. - - - -• 1 f I - ... 1:.1er or .l .:, y v- e .:.lever enc. l_r. .Ji cox o o,va Fa.1..1-s, 1,,-iho 

traveled over to Chapin regrLlarl~r ever~, tvvo -:vec:::s to hold a 
5 o'clock service at the schoolhouse. 

The Reverend ~Nllia~ Aver·7 ca~e from the Ecst and or­
ganized the first Co~grepational Church it Cbapin, the Ba,­
tists established a cl1urch in 1864, a11c the i_ethoc.ists furl:i.-
ed P. class ~n 18n0 ...., _... .J.._ I • 

B. D. Robinson, one of the earliest settlers, intro­
c:.uced sheep-raisir1g into the co1.-'..nty ~ 11 1260. J. B. Grinnell 
also became interested in sheep a11d brougl1t in sever::.:i.l rn1.i."1.­
dred head VJb.ich he let out on sl1c1res to tl1e far.u.ers of the 
township. By 1863 there ·were 8, COO head of sb.eep ir1 Fran~­
lin Cou.n. ty o 

The first herd of purebred Holstein c&ttle uest of the 
L.issi ssippi v.ras assembled a.ui.,ing the seve.:.1ti es by ·.1. B. 
Barney. The standard set b;l this herd v1as for :2any :,ears to 
:prove a criterion for the dair3r -industry of northern Iov1a. 
Frani~lin County v;-as found to be an unus1.1ally favorable re­
gion for the raising of corr1 a11d. stocl:, "/J7 ~h a11 s.bu!laance of 
vvater and excellent r-razing land, besides rich soil v1ell­
ac.apted for cultivation a1:d the gro1.ving of era.in. One of 
the Barney coi.vs at the ap;e of six years and three 2onths 
made in seven days' time a record production of 536.4 pounds 
of .:.:.1ilk, e0 .. u.ivalent to 25.l pounds of but~er. 1-: •. Iiother 1-Iol­
steln co-rvV, sold by Barney to Charles _--i. iinrk of Cedar F&77s 
in 1912, and named Florence Je-dell DeI:ol, .lI, brought a 
price of Ql74 at the age of ten years. She continued to be 
both a heavy producer and a shovv co1v. 

In 1908 vvhen the attendance at the annual meeting of 
the Io1va State Dair:r J:..ssoci2tion 'NRS steadily fallin~, :1. B. 
Barney, then !)resident of the orga:1ization said, drarr1ers 
·will cone a long ·way.,. to see a good covv, but they' 11 stay at 
hone and Ji tch hay rather than 1 is ten to o.n~rbody exl")la i ning 
a good covv. ~, He vvor1 ae;reer:1ent from the handful of delegates 
and the follov1ing year a dair-1 cattle e:.{posi tion v1as held in 
connection v1ith the convention in Cedar Repidso ~~Jer1ty-five 
co,Ns ,vere shown, and r.1ore delegates shovved interest in the 
meeving. That year the conve~tion voted to hold the 1£10 
convention fu""ld exposition in -~iaterloo. Th&t vvas the birth 
of the Dairy C&ttle Co113ress for -r;1aterloo sa··;J tr1e l)Otential­
i ties of the project and aeterr.1ined to .u1ake it an i11stitu­
tion. The Cattle Congress vvas incorporated in 19130 

The Barney herd of ,urebred Holstein, was cradited with 
being the first herd of its kind west of the ~ississippi 
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River. I-Iis son, C. II. Ear11ey, continued to develop tlle herd 
on the same far2 at Cha,in. 

: . .1.ea:rrv~l1ile, the origi!lal tovv11 of Chan in l1ad bee one a 
ghost town. Officials of the IcJv;a Ce:atral Rail1vvay had 
chosen a station two miles east of it \hen they b11ilt 
through in. 1871. Tl1e result vvas the :_:,latting of lJev1 Chapin 
J"uly 28, 18?2 by George Beed and Obadiah sr~ith, surve:-,ror. 
The first _post office 11'1as established on Curllpletion of the 
railroad, and the first schuol was built six years later. 

January 20, 1922, the Chapin Co11solidated School, a 
rnodern bricl( build.inf, --:Nas ded i cat ea. in open house cere­
monies. with an elaborate program. During the afternoon, 
nusic i/vas furnished by the Chapin band; an early dinner v-1as 
served in the gyr.,..nasiULl by the ladies of the conmunity, and 
in the evening there 'T:1as a ccncert by the orchestra. Sever­
al outstanding Iov1Ja educators made speeches. 

In 1941, inhabitants of the prosperous, harnonious town 
could trace their ancestr:r back to many countries in £urope 
as well as to original settlers from Indi~na or the East. 
Focal points of commercial a:'1.d cultural activity were t-vvo 
grain elevators, two churches, and the ~nerican Legion hall. 

GEl~EV ... \ 

Geneva, a station on the Jiinneapolis ai1d St. Louis 
Railroad, formerly the Ioi.rva Central, 1:vas laid out and plat-
t a ., i'"" • 11 · T 1\ - ,..... • ..., t b 18 7, ' t ff . e. oy ivl_ 1am v. 1\_cvey in i'.:)81) em er J.... ..:t pos o · ice 
had been established on tl1e site as early as 1658, VJith 
1:tilliarn II. ThorJ.pson as I)Ostruaster. Saveral people had been 
living nearby since 1654, among then Job Garner, Peter 
Rl1inehart, and t_artin Boots, vvh.ose home v-ias the gathering 
place for tl1e religious-minded. 

The first schoolhouse vvas built in 185'7, and taught by 
~iilliam Thompson. 1.~ .r.:1ore permanent school was constructed 
in 1862 and used tjntil 18?3, vvhen it \\-as sold at auction. 
I-I. C. Clock purchased the building, had it nioved to Geneva 
and after it had been enlarged and decorated, opened it as 
Geneva :House, a hotel. Clock had put up the ~irst store in 
town in October 18?1 and ordered a stock of 08,000 worth of 
goods to be sold locallyo Ee became ,ostmaster, then he 
sold the hotel in 18?5 to A. P. ~cCarale and himself went 
into the grain and lumber business. By 1881 he ~as operat­
in:c-- the Geneva Creanery, a c 011cern that v;i thin t~vo Jrears' 
time ,vas handling a heav:r share of tl1e 001L11.ty' s r.1ilk. Like 
Chapin, Geneva became a leading dairy center. 

Tidd and Silence opened a drug store in 1680, but soon 
this vvas operated by Doctor Tidd alone, the only _physician 
in the commu..nityo 
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-~ tract of land o~ 233 acres v1as purchased from. Clcc:,c 
in 1886 and there a t":.Jo-story frame house and som.e barns 
were built as the nucleus of the County Rome. Through the 
·ye~rs the pro,erty vvas Lni:9:roved and .o.odernized to .meet 
ch~n9inrr. st&nd2rds. ·. . ... -

A Iiet !1odj_ st ~pi sc opal Church v::as orga.:ri i zed. 3.t Gen.eva in 
18'73 by the P_everend Bargelt and serv~ ces -were held in the 
loce:l schooll1ouse 1.1ntil a $2,000 church builG-i ng v1as erected 
in 1882. Sto Paul's Catholic Church v.as orga::iizca. b:,r the 
Reverend J. C. V/ienke in June 1913 and the c orl'l erston.e for 
the church laid l!overn.ber 16, 1913. ::Chis group had bee11 
meeting for:w.erl~r j_n vvoodm.an I~all. Ge?:'..eva vas incorporated 
as a village in 1903. 

Iov1,1a' s first auto fatalit··;,• took nl~ce b·et-r,/?een Geneva ·- -
and lin:n_pton the night of Septo 29, 1905, \ihen F .... ~. Ea.rrim3.D., 

Alo ti. Beed, II. L. Iie.rrison and lJ • ..:~ • ..Lnglis 1;ere driving in 
I1ar riman' s car. 'J:'hey 1.ver-e retur11ing f ro.m. a triJ to ~'1-ie ck up 
and ta ~-ce formal :possession of~ ti1e Geneva J,:;'\1 inss Bank; or­
ganlzed in. 1£0~ as a ~_)rivate institution s.1id 1urch2-sed in 
July 1905 by a group including the .c-1otorists anc others. -~t 
9 p. m., the pArty started home, ta~~; ng the ol6 1.:.a.-7sville 
road, and L1otoring do-~Jn a steeJ l1ill at the hair-ru.ising 
speed of 30 CTiles an hour. Harriman lost control of the 
steering ·11vheel(, The front ·wheel of the cc.r struck· tl1e 
bridge vvith such force that the occupar1ts v1ere i.k1ro,Nn from. 
the machine. All esca.1)ed serio11s injury exce:pt i.1.&rrima11., 
who ·was picked u_p unconscious from. co11cu.ssion of the brain_. 
He died soon afterwardo 

One of Franklin Cou_nty' s .r:ost disc1stro1..1s storms struck 
Geneva on a late mi ds1.1.i.-vnr.ier afterr1oon in 19G7, d21:1aging the 
consolidated. schoolo The roof vvs.s ri_?ped off, holes torn in 
the bo8.rding, an entire section of -r;indo1..i fra.i:1es torn out and 
r.1ost of the glass on t-vJo sides of the build.i rig brol-cen. Rain 
poured through tl1e vJrecked ruof and s0:1.:ced •ds.lls, floors, 
and furniture, contributing to the ~3,000 dEir1ngeo The storm 
had appare!1tly come from a point sut1 theast of 1I:...1r:1pton, 
svvee_ping across a stretch t1.,10 11i les vvide, crid reac~--~ing ti--1e 
height of its fury a b,)ut a ~1ile northvvest of Geneva, daBag­
ing the crops and trees in its unth. 

Local residents have distinfl1is:ied tl1er:selves in To._va' s 
r1ost ty:picGl ~12.tcl1 of prov,ess, t!le corn ht1.s.::~ing contesto 
-~rthur Raisch of Ge:neva v1on the rrar..klin County title in 
1£39 and successfully c.e:rended it in 1£·40 -c:.~hile croi.1ds of 
interested onlookers follo1:·,1ed the b.3.re-he2.dsd and shirtless 
huskers -JJor~in;rr their v-;a--:r dcY.--..:n tlle ro,;;s of corn to the tune 
of flyinp- ears---that stru_ck the b~1ngboardso I-I.is .load 2..:L•~n1:..1i.,at 
to --~,858 .. pounds of net corno 1-IerriJ.an Richtsr::;.eier, also of 
Geneva, 1!1on second :")le.ce ir1 1940 ,,\,1. th 2, 65'7 )ound.s o Ru6ol~h 
1.~eyer of IIafl!!Ppton car:1.e in third ':Vith 2_,605.650 The contest 
vvas held October 18, at the ~!. C. Pralle farm. -dest of 
Hampton. 
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~it Fcur Mile Grove 2.re the ,n--aves of TJ?-oI3as Jones and 
other members of the Jones fa~_uly. These neople \1ere urom­
inent ir1 the history of the vicj_nity. Levi 3-ones had- come 
to Franl~lin Count:r in 1B54 ~ .. ,i th his son-in- 12'"·r;1, J_saac 1.:.t1l­
kins. Both bought land. In the s~ring they Y!ere joined by 
their r9_1:::.ilies and also by Jabish J"ones, another brother. 
Later o~ Alpheus Jones sold his 9roperty ;n Buchanan County 
and joined the others. 

Another old ceIL.etery, soue1-1hnt farther 11.orth, and ear­
lier knov~n as God's .i-:..cre, 1~s on the sot1th side of Eighland 
Grove. Luring tb.e v1inter of 1E5? David Church and his -:-..rife 
buried their infant son there on the cru-;,,~n of t11e bluff. A 
fer1 years later several other cl1il6.re11 "vere laid to re st by 
the side of the first. Thereupon Church don~ted an ~ere or 
more of his~_land to serve as a cewetery, and this v:ias added 
to from 3.djoining land by ~;J. l~o Thom?son. Frum. this hill 
\Vas a far-reaching view, extend.ing in the nortb.-:Nest toY:ard 
Hampton, to th.e vJest over a ·wide ex:pa:n.se of prairie dotted 
vii th r11.any groves, and tov1ard the south over the site of the 
village of I\:a,rsville and alon,Q tl1e v1indin~ course of ~(a ... rne' s 

'-,., w Q '-., ~ V 

Creek. 
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CHAPTER 10 

OT.HER TOi!fi:s OF FRATuTKLilT COu"1TTY 

Li~e so n1any othsr to-;✓vns, Alexander \i\lu.S first located 
as a station on the Iovva Central railvJay, in 1581. It \Jas 
11ot plstted, t.ov:.'ever, until June 8, le-E5, ·whan Vv. I 1

• Kelley 
laid iLJ out for Fo Eo Carter. E. B. Hill, ap~oinGed post­
master in 1882, opened a generel stcre at that tine. Soon 
thereafter a frain elev2.tor ,vas erectGd, and tl1e tovm grev1 
to be a busy trading center. It was incorporated in 1908. 

Alexander was soon recapnized as one of the most im­
:9ort9..nt cor.1LlUi1ities in the cou..r1ty, situated as it -was ir1 the 
best of Iovia' s conntr~rsi de, vvhe re in spring every mile ·was 
checkered vvith vistas of blac!c-~Jlo1;ed g:round and uale Rreen 

.;. .._.., ~ -· 
pastures, 9.nd in la Lie sur.mer and earl}-r fa 11 the fields ;vere 
laden with heavy golden grain. 

S2turda··sr nisr1t vvas :3.li.Jays an a event;,, ar:;.ticipated 
throu~hout the entire week; and after counting the hours, 
farr:.1 folks fj_nish.ed up their fir1al chores, in a hurr~r to 
hitch up tl:.e horses and ride into tovra to l1ear a stirring 
concert by the J-l.lexa:ider Brc:ss Bando The !:1.usicians, \vho 
·were local bu.si ness i-::en as 1·1e 71 as - de::tists, lavlJYers and 
merchants .w'Bde an iw--:,ressive si:crht in their colorful uni-.... . 

forms, and the audience, young ~eople and old alike, felt 
the ure;e to r.1arcl1 or dunce to tl1e tunes of the ~Iashingtcn 
Post l¼rch or The Bea-c:.tiful Blue Danube 3.s tl1e strains -flos.ted dovvn fro.rJ. the outdoor oandst2..j_1do ..Li1 latJer years, 
vvher: hitching posts :gave vvaJ to 9c.1ri.ci11g spaces on the main 
street, a swelli~g chorus of autouobile horns would encour­
age the musicians tu give generous encores. 

Alexa:nder :{ept up vvi th the ti.in.es, an6 there c~u-±1e a ds..y 
years later vvhen 011e of the best-kno\vn residents of the cora­
r:1uni ty, £.1 year-old Jerry DeVries, tool~ his first air";Jlane 
ride a11d joined the ran}~s of the collllt:r' s -.- 7&ir-:2j_nded··t c•.j_ti­
?Orrr.."j~ o · 11ro DeVries sa.id he e~r,erienced no p:3.n3s of fear, 
but on the contrary had an exhilarating thrill fron his 
first tri_p in the air. I-Ie s2~id. he 1;.1ould nnxiuusl:r awei t his 
next Ol);)ortun i ty to f l~r. 

The da7s of early nutural hazards had )assedo ro long­
er did the settlers need to be or~ the loo}:out for nrairie 
fires, ar1d s11.ug hor1es &nd adec~uute heatin? systems tlrwarted 
or c:inir1ized the inte:1.se cold of i-vinter. 1~cs:iever, there was 
one ty:pe of l:atu.re' s fury that could descend 1vithout 1.v-arning 
from the s 1cieso Such -:.vas tlle t\vister or tornado that struck 
~~lexander ~1-id the f2.r.:n.f&2ilies living :northeast of to,;,vn in 
June 1 S25 o It left a long 1 i ne of vvrecked l1om.es and farm 
buildings from ..::1.lexander to the Io T. Dea:i s.nd 1Ienry Gerfin 
far.ms nortb:vJest of Chapir1. 
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The storrJ. c:J.r:1e fron the sauthY;est a...l'l.d hit Alexander 
first, destro-:c.ring houses arid U]rooting trees. Windo,~s vv1ere 
blov-m ·out and tv110 cht1.rches der~olished. A train loaded with 
ho~s ·was b lolvn from the tracks and the cars turned unsi de 
dovvn. 1-To one 1.\1as hurt l1ov:ever, and onl:r about t·Nelve of the 
ho~s were killed. In the deJot nearby were E. s. Packard 
and his ti.•Jo sr:ell sons, Harold and Ed. \Th.en Packard felt 
the force of the storn against the building, he stood close 
to the bo~fs and vvaited. Suddenly the ":vin.6. took the Y!alls of 
the station and three persons -\·-:ere throvvn to the floor. 
Vihen the storm had _passed on they- got up dnd found that 
ever:rth; ng vvas gone except a :Jile of papers and off ice rec­
ords which had been scQttered over them. 

lv.J.any f arr1 buildings ilvere destroyed but f e"vv _peo_ple v·Jere 
hurt and none seriously. Chris Larsen, 121arshal at A.lexar1d­
er, suffered a broken leg; ~lfred Ai1dersun and his son, 
Do11ald, received head ·;.1"11ounds and bruises; Henry Fals suffer­
ed a fractured hip. Tr1e Harvey Eenc.e's place \"las entirely 
vJiped out bu.t the 3evunes fac.ily, seven i11 number, found 
shelter in the base~ent of their home and were saved. Hen­
mes had tvvo teams of horses standing in the barn ·with their 
ha~nesses on. The wind took the barn first and then the 
horses. It carried the animals through the air, over the 
to}) of a f-rove and set thera d0Iw1n three-q_uarters of a .mile 
ai.:vay· on the edge of the Ike De'Yping la\m. ~.Jhen the horses 
vJere found by IIer.1r:1es they had no sign of a l1arness on them 
bULJ, as the stor:r ?Oes,. they v'-Jere not badly injured, al­
though they vvere sbot full of splinters. Seven hundred 
little chickens at the Her1.ri.1es place v1Jer0 lost in the vvind. 

At the .L. TO ·Deai.--ri farm. t:t1e buildinf::S v.;ere a total "i.'JTeck. 
The V'lo JO Ev2~ns fa:rril~r 7 ived here a11d v1hen they saw the 
tv\/i ster con1ing the1r started for the cellar but i.i;ere too 
late o Tl1e house 't:vas 11.1hirled avvay and LVans Y1as injured,. and 
his :-!1otl1er also. She ·was taken to the IIan~Jton hos:pi tal 
where she recovered. 

Th t - -, • • 1 , • ..L. ., • -:"'."I l 1 • ie proper y ana ~1ves~uc~ ~asses in ~nis iran~ in 
Cou11 ty storli1 v;ere est im:::. t ed s. t .,1250, 000. In addition to the 
machinery daDafed, buildings blown down and livestock killG~ 
tl1(;.r0 ulso vvas a heav:r loss in crops vfG.icr.1. -vJere ruined by 
the ·wind o Ir1 s one _places ft1rrovvs 1:-_;ere plo1.1eci t1.1r0ugh the 
fields by the wind, leaving the land bare, and at other 
places the corn v1ns stripj?ed of leaves a.nd only stubs left 
standing in the groundo liundreds of rranklin County people 
i/vb.o -v,1ere untouched by the storm. ir1ent out to help tl1eir 
ne~gr.1.bors clean up deb1-sis a11d start tl1e rebuilding of their 
l10Jles o l\ior-e tn.an a hun6.red men ·went out from Han1nton and 
others f:rc1.rn Coulter, Chapin,. Lntimer and Sheffield. People 
gave linen, towels, and household supplies to those who had 
lost their homes. This store, while not so severe as the 
Pomeroy Cyclone, 11\i~ s one of the v;orst in Io1--va. 



One of the ~",orst storris that ever S\"lent over Franklin 
County struck early in February, 1936 during a cold ~ave 
that had continued for 28 consecutive days ·•i~ith m.inir;i\.1I:l 
tereperatures below zero. Roads were blocked and trains and 
au.tos stalled v1hen I.:iss Fhyl 7 is Sr-li th, daughter of a farmer 
living three and one-half :J.iles northeast of Alexender, was 
suddenly stricken with anpendicitis. The Smiths called 
Alexander ~nc Ham~ton for assistance, but no physician was 
able to reach them. -~ter ~~ an.~ious ni~ht and a recurrence --~· of the attacl~, they resolved to get their daughter to a hos-
Pi tal Yihere she could have an oneration. She vvas bundled in - . 
blankets and yacl-ced into a large bobsled fi1led -;1i th stra1:v, 
and her father and her brother Leonard harnessed a team in 
the 20-belo1.v-zero weather and started for tovvn. i1ll along 
the way, crews of men living at the farms en route ci:lm.e out 
and helped to shovel a ~ath through the snow-packed road, 
while from the Alexander end another group started shoveling 
through the 10 and 12 foot crifts there. The H0mpton Chron-

·---icle of February 13, 1936, described the heroic Journey, in 
part, as follows: 

·'~Vr1en the _110.rty fi:r:ally reached .A.lexander the ,1eather 
was so ferocious that only the serious condition of the girl 
da~ed them to go f artl1er. ..cillotner tearn 1tvas hitched to the 
sled and the part3r started south to 1Iigh1r1ay 10 ¥Jhere State 
}:j_,SlTNa}r sno,v plovvs 1Nere striving desperately to clear the 
roadv~ay. 

;'A_fter th.e first half mile of struggle through the 
drifts the teaw was exhausted, and another team tcok over 
the job of pulling the sled through six and eisht foot 
dri~ts, vvhich, though pac~cea l1ard, allo·vJed the tean.s to sin.'l( 
through. 3hovelers sever~l tines had to dig out the tear1s 
after the,r had floundered and also breo.J-~ a path for the 

'• -
sled or, 

Two Dore tear~s in turn had to be hitched to the sled 
and b T late afternoon, 1,vhen 1Ni th in t1.vo and a half rnile s of 
the hip-hwa--r, the fourth te::tLl floun.dered and v.ro..s unable to go 
an~y fc:~rther o ;

1 Then the cre1,v of nen, many i;vi. th frozen faces, 
so::ne iJ\Jith frozen :hands, and at ""!east one -with frozen feet, 
hitched themselves into the traces like so many ~skimo dogs 
and. dragged the heav-J sled dovm across fields, through 
d.rl fts and over frozen ground to the high1.A1ay, - _;} __ tich · th...:.y 
reached at ~:30 in ~he aft6rnoon after covering the seven 
and a half niles in seven and a half hours. i'l 

}tn ar·.1bulance anci State :Eiip:h1va::r _plo1ls met the sled and 
the crevv e~t tb .. e hip,lTt,1ay and the sick girl vv-as conveyed as 
spe:?.di 7 y e.s 2_:ossible to the L1..1theran Hos1)i tal at H:ampton • 
..:ift3r a.~-: er£1e::·g2.ncy opera.ti on had been perforr!led, young 
?hyllis Si.11--~.h corJmenced a recovery that progressed unimpair­
ed by the hardships she had earlier suffered. 
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Conrad "f."Jest1.l\Teber, one o:f the illen inho l1elped the tea!Il. 
to get through from .A.le:cander to the highv~s.~r, hud his feet 
frozen on the vvalk back and later also had to be ta}~en to 
the hos,ital. His condition was serious, but he also re­
covered. 

Althou~~ all the names of the men who had helped bat­
tle through the drifts and cut a path for the sled could not 
be learned, the Chronicle published the following partial 
list: Chris Larsen, Russel Larsen., Dick Si!1ith, 1Ieiko Pals, 
Lloyd Butterbaugh, Ray Richard, Heiko Frohling, 1?red Larsen, 
Lloyd Green, Jack l~ill, Clifford IIansen, :t:erle Es.nsen, vVil­
burt Hansen, 1-:enry Schulte, Glenn 1-ieal, I(att Strife, Louis 
Jacobs, l!eil Stoffer, Oscar Hansen, George Kaduce, Chris 
Schulte, Conrad ~:Jest1.veber, Osco.r Hansell, Barlow Deering, 
Henry 1~oddermann, Bill Tinkey, Clyde Blau, John Blau, Henry 
Bo1rvman, BarneJ1- Olson, Ernest harms, Charles Sho1.;vo. lt er, Jerry 
Besnen, Henry Beenen, Frank nohlen) Charles -;i.rLvi,vood, -=~thur 
\v'°:...r.1.vJcod, Clauss i.loddersan, Carl barkema, Claren.ce Smith, 
Peter Pals, Robert Rode~eyer, tlnd John Osterdorf. 

lA'I'Il~ :"RR 

Latimer was named for J. Fo Latimer, v;h.o laid out e1.nd 
platted the tovvn in lioverr.1.ber 1882, about the time the IoTJva 
Central Railroad began operations. The point was made a 
station on the line, and a post office ·vvas estublished there 
. S . b 7 882 ·th~ ' Cl 1 t t I ~h + in ep"Ge.L1 er .J... .. · , v1J1 ... .!. .... 'i. oc~ as :pos mas er. n v . au 
year the firm of Clock ar.d Clock began a general uercantile 
business o 

Several vigorous religious denon1indtions becc;3r.1e identi­
fied ,'\Tith Latimer. One of these was St •. Peter's Danish 
Lutl1eran Church, organized in 1883 v1i th the Reverend 1~. 
Peterson as :pastor. The first house of Yiorsl1ip, built about 
four miles from town in 1893, was destroyed \~_en it was 
struck b-7 lightning and bl1.rned to the grormdo A nelJ build­
ing 1N8.S erected in 1903. The Latirn.er I-:ethoc.ist Episcopal 
Chtrrch vvas organized .h.pril 7, 1893. Tl1e Reverend .6 .• s. 
Flanigan dedicated the church building !ToveL1ber 11, 1893. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church vvas orgar1ized r.:arch 3, 1895, 
the Reverend C. Ao Dietrich )residing at the first meeting, 
held in t~e LatiBer schoolhouse. The group's own builuing 
1.va.s put v.:p the follo"'NL'Ylg year. July ? , 1935, this church 
celebrated its fortieth anniversary-. The small group that 
had org?nized in 1895 had grown to nea~ly 500 persons. A 
week-long obsBr~ance was arranged by the pastor, the Rever­
end ~. H. Gr:.-:.EIJ.er, and included several former pastors, 
chu.rch :r:ntablss and forr1.er nianbers of the concre gation • 
.ti.L"'1.ong tb.ese 1Psre the Reverend Tl1.eodor 1:annse11 of Cl1icago, 
The Reverend Otto Beer of Springfiel~, Illinois. The Rever­
end }~r. Beer, vJho l1ad gro1i1n up in the Latiuer congregation, 
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was ordained a ~i~ister and spent 10 years in the nissionary 
field in Brazil before locating in Illinois. ~ b~ief histo­
ry of the organization co~piled for the occssion ac~nowledgcrl 
the .forr1ar · church at !lill?ond (Beed' s Le.ke) as the mother 
church. The difficulties of attending early services were 
described as f0Llo1.,rs: 0 Roads that at certain times of the 
year were alnost :ir!l.passable had to be negotieted with horses 
and lumber wagon. Forced to cross creeks and marshes, the 
horses at times mired down, singletrees broke, ana traces 
snapped in an attempt to get an empty wagon through low 
places.;' 

1\lhen it ·was found tr.at enough Luthera."'1 fa!:!lilies resided 
'-' 

in and near Latimer to justify the holding of auditional 
services in the co!l1Elunity, the Reverend Dietrich, pastor at 
1~1illpond at the time, v11as asked to preach in a schoolhouse 
in t:arion Tov:nship, tbree niles north of I,atirn.er, in 1894. 
'I'he services ·were so 1vell attended that '.)lans ~vere made :·.or 
a ~ermanent organizationo 

hiany bus~r years .. :/-Jere ah.ead of La.tiller. 

The Fariiers' Cooperative Crear~1ery ·was founcied in 1895 e 

During the early 1900' s 0he annual I-.1.arvest :iome Festi-
val ·was celebrated at Latimer. lieighborhood g:at~ierings vvere 
arre.nged vd th races, basebal 1 garc.es, glee club and band 
111usic in the daytime, and in the evening da11cing and dranat­
ic entertainme11ts. 

Latimer was incorporated as a town in 1901. 

In 1902 a city ... v:.1atervvor::~s v-,as voted and installed at a 
cost of t,6, OOOe 

The Latimer Star, a four-colULm quarto nevvspaper, ran 
from 1901 to 1£18, vvhen r,ublication ceased and all neiNS v:as 
tra::isferred to the Latiner column in the Iiar1:t)ton C11ronicle" 

Constructed 1:vithout issuance of a bone artd ~-.,ithout 
Governraent aid, the Latin:er G:7r.ille.sium vvas built by the dis­
trict in 1935, at a total cost of ~14,000o Seats were in­
stelled for 500 court fans. Serving as an at1di toriun for ....... 
plays, the ~ymnasium could acco:1n1odate about 800 people. 

The basketball court ~-\0.S built 40 by ?2 feet and the 
stage 35 b~:r 18 feet "!"ivi th a dressing r0om at eacl1 side. The 
boys' and girls' shovver e_nd locker rooms viere locnted in the 
basement. The bu.ilc.ing v:as heated by a forced-draft furnace • 
. i.-1.n a:rnrex contained a large home-econon1ics room \'ihich could 
also be used for dinners and banc_uets. Tt.i.e building was 
constructed of face tile, zinc flash in color, ';:i th a hard 
r.is:p le floor. 
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BDPLETTE 

Burdette, a station on the Rock Island. Railroad, f'or­
.merly the Burlington, Cedar Ila!)ids and 1T0 rthern, Vias rounded, 
about 1890 to provide a ship!)ing point for the farmers in 
the surrounding country for their vast supplies o~ grain, 
milk, and livestock. It was established through the i11flu­
ence of a large land-o'\'vner v~i th ~lie smev;hat unusual name or 
Hazel Boddy. Boddy had 1, ?60 acres o:f land, incluc.ing three 
of the four corners joining the cross road nearest his home. 
_,n astute dealer and livestock shi:pl)er, he persuaded the 
railroad compa~y to put side tracks ~nd stockyards at a 
point nearest his feeding pens, less than a quarter· of a 
mile between his homestead and the :railrred tracks. 

-~t fi ,...st the cor1m.uni ty ";1hi ct1 grew up around this sta­
tion ,Nas }:r1ovm as_ Hazel Boddy' s Sv1itch, but by Septeriber 
1890 it had received the et1ually picturesque name of Eleva­
tor Gap. The follo-::-.1ing month the place v1as officially 
christened as Burdette. 

The local post office was originally operated rrom the 
home of the D. D. Goodenough ramily. Trains did not stop 
for the mail, but the nail bag vvas hung on & frane near the 
railroad tracks and trainmen grabbed it as the train rushed 
bJr the place. The in-coming mail was thro,vn out in another 
mail bag. After the store and depot w~s built the train 
made regular stops, a service 1:vhi ch continued U..'Yltil 1933. 

The Lee Center Church ~~s built in 1890. Byron Derby­
shire dunated a corner of his farm for its location and the 
railroad c cmpany sent a special engine from Io1-\fi Falls v"\1i th 
the lumber for the buildingo Everyone was _proud of the nev;1 
church. It stood very tdll uga.inst that early· sk~rline. 
Citizens v~cld point it out to visitors, proudly saying, 
·'Look, our church carr be seen five niles avvay." The church, 
v,as organized largely through the eff°orts of Jkr. and tlrs. J'. 
~o Boganrief, Byron Derbyshire and others who contributed in 
every -:..vay that they could~ The bti.ilding 1.Jas dedicated Feb­
ruary 1, 1891, vd th tl1e Reverend l\ir. ICirk J;)residing and the 
Reverend Ilr. Clinton delivering the sermon. 

During its years of growth -- r~om 1890 to 1900 -- Bur­
dette had a schoolhouse and a number of business fim.s, two 
grain elevators, a general store, a hardvrere store (-vvhi9h 
served as the to,Nn hall ) , a creanery, a b la ckSE.i th shop, 
livery· stable, and scale house. There were rria.n:t - corncribs 
and some dv;ellL.Ylg l1ouses. 

The crearaery was a busy 9lace. Custoners and patrons 
net to talk things over·at the ~ump, just outside the build­
ing. ltt one time a skir.1it1.ing station v1as felt necessary, but 
after cream - separ~tors came i..~to general use the ski:rnrrdng 
station was discontinued and a few years later was almost 
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entirely forgotten. Eo,·.;ever, the old Jump renained, and was 
still identified as the ~'To:m Pump. a 

Two churches that were active organizatio~s in Burdette 
for several years v:rere or-i ginally ~ormed and held in the 
schoolhouse. One was the Congregational Church which, with 
the Reverend l:fl:r. 1/yatt as pastor, b1.1ilt its ov.m house of 
\-Vorship in 1894, and the r:iethodist ~piscopal, v;hich vias also 
able to builQ in 1895, under the leadership of the Reverend 
C~de Coulter. 

In 189?, Hazel Boddy, -.:.vl10 had been almost entirely the 
life of the to¥m, left Burdette. he exch~nged his l,?60 
acres of Franklin County land with L. w. Conover and B. H. 
Ilenry for 20,000 acres of Texas la.nd, and .w.uved south v.;ith 
his family. Boddy had shipped hundreds of fat cattle and 
hogs to Chicago every year. One year he shi~ped 50 c~rloads 
of cati.,le alone. 

UJ\",~.--:- SELL .1.w-.:. 

~:f.nen the Dubuque and Dakota Railroad, la tsr to become 
the Chicago Great Vlestern, ;,vas first mapped through this 
region about 18?3, the station of Hansell ~~s built. The 
line to Hampton was finished in 18?6. 

The tovm \Vas named for George w. Ransell, ,vho becc1~e 
the first postmaster vvhen the post office 1."1£;.S established 
there in 1E80o The town \:vas called Hansell' s for a time, in 
tribute to the man who handed out the Dail, but the posses­
sive ns; 1 v.ras soon aro:pped. Hansell v1as platted in the fall 
of 1880, and by the summer o:f 1881 covered a territory or 
15 acres. 

George Hansell bu; lt an elevator in 1880 ,Jith a cape\.ci­
ty of 14,000 bushels. In 1882 he built another vJi th a 
20,000 bushel capacity. Like so many others of the times 
who found it profitable to engage in several different types 
of business at once, Ransell also carried on a lUlliber and 
stock business, and in 1E83 erected a large store building. 

The ~nion Ridge post office, established in 1860 with 
Isa3.c Stover as postmaster, v1as noved to the l10IJ.es of the 
succeeding postmasters, and .::-i10ved to Dur1ont when the rail­
road came through. When the hansell post office was estab­
lished in 1880, the Cream IIill Jost office \ias discontinued. 

POPEJOY 

A station on the Rock Island Railroad was pl~tted ~Y 
the Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls &: llorth\;vestern To\m Lot CorupanJ­
on Se...,te.mber 28, lE-80, as Carleton. The nar1e was after\;;ard 
changed to l?opejoy, honoring the early settler, that ·'cattle 
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king" who had been such a colorful character in the early 
days of Oakland Township. 

building 
Dcdica­

annual 
funds 

A new $46,000 Popejoy high school and grade 
was orficially dedicutcd on Friday, June 9, 1939. 
tion ceremoniGs took place in conjunction with the 
Oakland township school picnic. A portion of the 
amounting to -1~20,? 00 i.vas s-:;cur ed by a PVvA grant • 

Lil-ce some of thG othc r t o-vm.s in Franklin County, Pope­
joy, or rather the scttlenunt that preceded tho tovm of that 
namc.,was once struck by a tornado. Tho county history pub­
lished in 1883 relatbs: "Those livi11g in Oakland Township 
in 18.?5 can nevor forgot the fearful tornado which swept 
through their township the summ.~r of that year. It unroofed 
many houses, tore down fGnces, and picked up cattle and 
horses, curried them to a great distar1ce and crushed them to 
pieces. Barns of large proportions were ~ov 1:id from. their 
foundations and demolishGd; stately trees which had with­
stood the storms for a century were uproot~d and toss&d 
about lik6 slender shrubs. n schoolhousa, locatGd on Sec­
tion 19, in vvhich I•1iss ... l. Popejoy ~.rvCJ..s teacl~ing, v\Tas blo;rn to 
pieces, she having left the buildL-rig but a short time before 
the storm came up. 1r 

A post office vas established Juno 18, 1888 at Pop6joy, 
with J. \v. Finch first nostm=3stur • .,_ 

The tovm w&s incorporated in 1908. 

COULTER 

Coulter' s post of'fice v1as established and Georgl; Propst 
was commissioned postmast0r April 30, 1902. 

A station had existed at this point since the 188O's 
when -the Chicago, Gr·Jat -:~{estcrn Railway b\je;an operations 
through that turritory. The scttlomGnt grew into a trading 
ceI1ter with a cros.:rn.ory and a grain el~vator in addition to 
various stor0s and shops. 

L:i.rge cro"'i.vs of voluntGe;;r v:.i0rlc-~rs from Goult0r assisted 
stricken furra.srs to repair t~tlt..; da:-"1agcs donG to their proper­
ty J"uly 1, 1933 VJhun a sav.JrG ·wind and rain storm ripped 
across the soutl1crn part or ~1 ran.k:lin County. The storm 
broke at night~ b. bout ll: 30, 1-vrecking barns, corncri bs, hog­
houses, windrn.ills and othGr farm buildings, uprooting largo 
trees and killing and dispersing livestock. The damage in 
Franklin County was Gstimat0d at Jl50,000. The storm con­
tinued across north0rn Io¥kl. into lllinois, finally spending 
its elf over Lako 1:ichigan. Lsrg0 tr~;tJS vVGrc uprootod and 
wholo groves dating frofil pioneer days destroyed. EvGrgreens 
in the l!organ Tov\111.shi:p Ccm0t0ry and at the 1.lount Hope Ccm6-
tery were sna_pped off. Farrn anir;1als V'1vro lcillod and many 
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persons escaped death by narrow margins. Fallen tr6~1 and 
debris blocked tho entrances to some homes so completely 
that the rcsid6nts had to chop their way out. Henry F. Lub­
keman, president of the Franklin Cotm.ty Farm Burt;au, sent 
out many volunteers who he lpcd clean up the v,reckage, stack 
grain, and help farmers carry on ;vi.th their harvesting. 

BRADFORD 

Bradford, the newest town in Franklin County, was laid 
out and platted November 10, 1906, by the B~ddford Tovm Site 
Company, or which G •• l. Dodge was prosident and J". \v. Souder, 
sGcretary, An elevator, coalyards, stor0s and homes were 
constructed and soon the community begun to draw trade from 
a large radius of the surrounding country. The Bradford 
Savings Bank was establishbd in 1908. The l~Gthodist Episco­
pal Church was built.in 1912 at a cost of $3,000. 

Although the town of Bradford wus not organized until 
years after othor places in the county had been ~11 estab­
lished, settlers had lived in th0 vicinity since 1860. The 
first persons knovvn to havu ma.de th0ir homes in the .. general 
locality wore James Sayre, Amos Roberts an.d :t~:-10: mun -.named 
Mnccy and Stoddard who were residing there just prior to the 
Civil vVb.r. The Reverend Mr. Vloods of 1iaysvillc, a Methodist 
minister, preached tho first sGrm.on at the house of J.E. 
tfoats in 1869. Also held at tha 1Ioats home was the first 
school, taught in 1869-18?0 by Jonnie Rotrerts. 

FAULKNER 

The post office at Faulkner was est~blishcd in 1871. 
S-even years l8.ter th& to1.m was laid out and pluttod a.s a 
station on the Iowa Central Railroad, later the Minneapolis 
and St. Louis. The first g.rain buyers viere the firm of 
White and Austin, and th6 rirst merchants, McL~in and Son. 

Although never incorporated, Faulkner remained a 
ing point vrith a. lumberyard and a. grain elevator. 
gro'Wth was hnltod in lJovember 1908 by a disastrous 
which rnzed the post office, the gcner~l store, and a 
ber of other buildings ne2rby. The rir6 started in th& 
crnl store, located inn double store building, ~nd 
spread to the surrounding structures. Its origin wa.s u 
tory. 

Ghost Towns 

trad-
Its 

fire 
num­
gen­
soon 
mys-

Fourtoen~of the tovms established in the gradual devel­
opment of the county werG later abandonsd as population and 
interest shifted with ths county's growth. Maysville in 
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Reeve To;~r.asJ-d.p 't';1as the first platted in t1:1e cotmty. It ""re.s 
laid out by ~7illiam t:ay in 1806 a."1.cl 1\tls n::-;r::ed for ~lilliaiil 
l:ay, a solaier in Company H 3Gc.d Ioira Lrifantry during the 
Civil Ylar. It had a post off'ice fron 166? to 18?5. 

Coldviater, in ~Jest Fork Tovmship, ·was a post office 
from 186? to 18?5 when it was moved into Butler County. 
Congress, in Hamilton Tov1nship, vlas a post ofrice, 1873-?5. 
Cream Hill, in InghaB Township, was a post office in 18?8. 

Elide ½as listed as a post office in the u. s. o~riciel 
Register, 1E?3, but is not given on the maps of that period. 
Ingha.Jn., i11 1Jest Forr: To,.Nnship, -v1as a I)O st off ice, 186?-18?5. 
1-:enzie, in IAgham. To1:1Jnsl14 :p, -vres a post of:f ice from 18?1 to 
12?6. Oakland Valley was a ?rosperous village in Oakland 
Township, platted in 185?. It had a post office fron 185~ 
to lE-97. Otisville, y:U-tly in ~Yright Cotmty, ~-;as a post 
office from. 1857 to 1880; it 1\18.S raoved 1:~:1hen the railroad 
came, and its name changed to Do1i:S. 

Reeve, in Tieeve Township, had a Jost office frou 1893, 
to 1900. 3hobe's Grove in Richland Township, v£-s named for 
John Shobe and r,_is i1ife, Eveline ·'1l)od., 3hooe. It vvas a 
post office from 1863 to 18?3 and ~,as known widely for the 
thick vvoodland v1hich •labounded in fine hard·vvood trees. There 
vvere plenty of 1.·Jalnut, butternut, hickory-nut, ·r?ild plum and 
cherry trees ••• also red havJs, crab apples and bassv1ood and 
wild gra~e vines. There were refreshing springs of pure 
water which the people sought out and built their homes be~ 
side them. a ~,Jhen the railroad vvas built th.is tovm 111as moved 
and called Sheffield~ 

On the exact site of Reeve, the R. E. A. po1ver plant 
began operation in 193?, and eventually serveo six different 
counties over 4,?00 miles of line. Franklin County was the 
first county in the United States to receive runds appropri­
ated to build such a ·plant. The plant ½~Sat first equipyed 
with one ?50 horsepower, one 1,000 horse]ower and one 1,500 
horsepo~er Diesel·-engine, developing 525, ?00 and 1,050 kil-
01".ratts res:pectivelyo To m.eet additional needs, the govern­
ment appropriated another $180,000 for the ;nstallation of a 
2,000 horsepower engine. The service reached 6,000 custoners 
in 1941, and the fuel consumption was about 45,000 gallons, 
at a kilo~~tt production of about 550,000. To satisfy a 
grov;_1ing demand, the k:ilo\1att 1)roduction ·v1as expected to be 
raised to 1,150,000 by 1944. 

Union Ridge, in rngham Tovmship, was 
1859-?5. 1Yashburn, in Ross To~mship v1as a 
18?1. 
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CHAPTER 11 

'r.tlE DIAYIOND J1JBIJ,EE 

Seventy-rive years had passed over the city of Hampton 
and the domain of Franklin County since John Mayne had 
brought his oxen to a halt bef.ore the woods which were to 
bear his name. With the recurring seasons the prairie rose 
had bloomed again and again; ragged rringes of asters, ros­
inweed, goldenrod, and black-eyed Susans had starred the 
roadsides in autll.Illil, while the hickory leaves burned to gold, 
and the red sumacs blazed. Seventy-five Novembers had 
brought the vdld geese flying low over Hampton again in 
srnoky flocks. 

Three-fourths of a. century of harvest bad rilled the 
granaries of Franklin County with the fruit of progress. In 
the month of dune 1931, Franlclin County celebrated the pass­
ing. of these years with the Diamond Jubilee. 

The celebration started Sunday, June 18 with special 
services at all the churches of Hampton. Orsen G. Reeve, 
son of James B. Reeve the oldest pioneer settler, was at the 
head of the invitation committee and thousands of ~eople 
flocked into Hampton for the two-day jubilee. It vms esti­
mated that there were from 8,000 to 12,000 visitors on sun­
day and from 15,000 to 20,000 on Monday. 

The most striking feature of the jubilee program was 
the :pageant parade of the second day. Colorful and impres­
sive, it· stretched out for 40 blocks and told in graphic 
outline the long history of Franklin County. There vias John 
Iviayne and his family in a covered wagon and on the next 
float were James B. Reeve and Addison Phelps, re-enacting 
the story of the meeting with Mayne, the setting up of the 
first tent and the building of the first campfire. So the 
long album of events was recorded as float after float 
passed by. Even old Doc. Mitchell was portrayed, and with 
his long v1hisl~0rs ~ :..ind< :f lry;dng beard was the humorous figure 
of the parade. 

The second half of the parade was devoted to agricul­
ture and showed the development of that phase of Franklin 
County life. The fullness of the county's growth -was sho'Wil 
from the breaking of the first sod and the :planting of the 
first fields of flax to the introduction of tested and high­
ly productive dairy herdso The raising of fine hogs, cattle, 
sheep, and poultry, the later planting of alfalfa and o~ 
corn and other grain crops were all portrayed.• 

The committee 
George D. Patterson 

in charge of the parade ,vas headed by 
who acted as grand marshall, and the 

71 



event ,-vas carried off' on time and with no accidents in suite 
of' the fact that there Vt/ere at least one hundred teams - of 
horses used and these horses were accustomed to the ~uiet 
fields of outlying fal"!!ls and not to the gay color, the 
shouting crov1ds, and the stirring music of the bands. 

After the parade i-vas over there was a league baseball 
geme bet\veen the 1'fa terloo and Rock Island P.lQ.yers v;bich left 
Rock Island victorious vvi th a score of ? to 6. 

In the evening Cimigotti's trained horses entertained 
the crovvds gathered on the grass:r hillsides virhich surround 
I-.:ott' s field and the l\1usq_uakie Indians fran. Tam.a put on a 
colorful program. The Indians presented first a concert by 
the Tama Indian Band under the direction of Eddie Davenport. 
This ·v\18.s follovved by an eloquent address in the Indian 
tongue by Young Bear, which vvas translated by his son, 
George Young Bear, a lllliversity graduateo Young Bear told 
how his people had been sent away to Kansas by the Govern­
ment to make way for the white man, how they could not oear 
the hardships on the dry 0 barren plains there af'ter they had 
knovm the plenty of Iowa, how they had saved their Govern­
ment money to buy land and had at last returned to their 
native state to:·.buy back their former homes. He said that 
now they owned 3,300 acres of land in Tam.a Uo~~ty and that 
there were about 300 members of the tribe who I!lide their 
homes there o He also expressed his :9leasure· at the s~·riri t 
of friendliness shown to his people by the 1.1hi te _people of 
Io~a and honed that the two races ~icilt sorautLn.e come to an ... -
even better understa11ding of each other. George Young Bear 
gave a brief sketch of the very early history of his people 
and then took charge of the Indian cerenor1ial dances put on 
by 30 members of the tribeo He explained each dance, show­
ing the meaning it held for his people. 

Sunday afternoon, ho·wever, Vi1as the real hom.ecoraing for 
Fran..'tclin County people. CrO"nds poured into I[am.pton. Oney 
Fred Sweet was back from Chicago to give the afternoon ad­
dress v1hich ·he called "Back 1Iorn.e. it Judge She r-Nood ... -1.0 Clock, 
himself a member of one of Frank:lin Count""J' s original fam­
ilies, introduced m.any of the pioneers and read the r1am.es of 
those who were not there. The Reverend Co J. Barth, pioneer 
minister of the cou..'Yl.ty and pastor of 1'.Iarion Center Church 
for 31 years, gave the benediction~ i:usic v~,as fu_rnished by 
the Hampton 1-:Iunici:pal Band, the Hampton Chanters, the Min.11.e­
~polis and the St. Louis Quartet and by a county choir of 
nearly one hundred voices organized and directed by Burton 
E. IJorth, stlperintendent o:f the school at Chapin. Congress­
man T. J. Bo Robins on, of the Third IovJa District, :presided 
at the afternoon programo The Reverend John D. Clinton of 
Fayette, a former Hampton boy and son of the Reverend De11itt 
Clinton,- gave the invocation. 
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In the eveninf: the invocation v-,as given by the Reverend 
J. E. Prichard of Chapin, the scripture reading v-18.s by the 
Reverend H. L. liichael o:f Ranpton, and the benediction by 
the Reverend lienry L. Rust of' Shefr ield. 

Mayor Ralph R. Stuart introduced Judge ":7. D. Evans, the 
first speaker of the evening,and Lrs. Evans as the mothbr 
of a fan1ily or children nBking names ror theIJSelves, typical 
of all the mothers who had played an inportant ]art in the 
building of the county. Judge Evans talked on nLooking Back 
Through the Years", a speech full of incident and action and 
heart-stirring stories of e.a.rly Franklin County days. 

1I. lti. <loyce of the i.:innea:polis a11d St • Louis Railroad 
Company and a nat;ve of Io:..'\'a gave events of' interest in the 
early railroad history of Iowa, especially as it af~ected 
Franklin County • 

The final address of the evening was given by Edgar R. 
Harlan, then curator of the Iowa State Historical lieraorial 
and ~rt Building at Des fuoines. lie paid tribute to Franklin. 
County and gave an outline of th.e f indi..11.gs of the first sur­
veyors to visit the county. These men had come in 1849 be­
fore there were any settlenents and ma.de an official and 
authentic record of the finding of buffalo, deer and elk on 
the prairies of the early day. 

Thousands or historic relics had been collected from 
all .parts of the county by a comrn.ittee headed by L. E. Gray 
and these, displayed in numerous store ~~'Ji. ndovvs, d revv cro\vds 
of interested spe eta tors during the ti.Yo day celebration. llo 
concessions, side-shows or outside attractions nere permit­
t~d by the Jubilee co.m.~ittee. This was a county affair and 
was carried through from start to conclusion by the county's 
own citizens and former citizens. 

~fn.3n the celebration ,~18.s over the people of Franklin 
County ,vent home. Knov\7inf: the past they could feel secure 
for the future, a future as significant ns the still vivid 
past, preserved in the four obscure bronze ffiarkers, placed 
south of HEl.mpton by the D. 1-... R. 
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