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PREFACE. 

THE Town of Litchfield wns first settled by emigrants 
from Hartford, Windsor, Wethersfield, Farmington and 
Lebanon, in 1720-'21. In 17 51, the County of Litch­
field was incorporated and organized, and at the same 
time Litchfield was established as the county-seat, and 
such it still remains. The to,vnship is located near 
the centre of the county, which occupies the north-west 
corner of the State of Connecticut. It is agreeably 
di.versified by hills, vallies, mountains, lakes, forests and 
c1~ltivated fields ; and is inhabited, for the most part, 
b)j an industrious, thriving, intelligent and happy people. 

\Thus much for the information of the stranger whose 
eyb may casually glance at this Pre£'1ce. 

I 1t has been the design of the author of these pages, 
to !trace the rise and progress of that little settlement 
in ~he ,vilderness, during the lapse of one hundred and 
forty years, to the present time. The history of many a 
to n at the West, tells of a sudden and gigantic growth 
at vhich our fathers ,vould have marveled. I have no 
sue stories to relate. The early history of Liickfte"td is 
one of peril and privation-of patient industry, and slow 
elev lopment. · Our fathers, the pioneers of this region, 
wer earnest, hardy and fearless men, who, in addition 
to t e labors of backwoods-men, found abundatt.t oppor-
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tunities for the display of their heroism in guarding their 
humble fire-sides from the prowling wolf and stealthy 
savage. The annals of such a people, and their succes­
sors, cannot be devoid of interest to any one ; and should 
especially be cherished with the liveliest satisfaction by 
those who are able to claim descent from them. I have 
long been engaged in collecting the records and tradi­
tions possessing a local interest, with a view of ultimate­
ly giving them to the public. My "labor of love" for 
the good old town that gave me birth, is at length con­
cluded, for the present at least. I trust the reader will 
share, in some small degree, the pleasure which the au­
thor has felt in gathering up and sending forth these 
Memorials of the Past. Mu<!h more of perhaps equal 
interest, still remains unpublished ; but it will be seen 
that I have already exceeded my promised limits. The 
Family Genealogies in my possession, and for which I 
had hoped to find room, would alone fill a volume of the 
size of this. In the latter part of the work, especialy, 
the power of c011densation has been thoroughly tested. 

I take this opportunity to express my acknowle~g­
ments to those who have preceded me in my fiek of 
exploration, and ,vhose footsteps I have sometines 
found it convenient to follow. In 1818, a pamphle- by 
JAMES MoRRis, Esq., ,vas published, entitled-" A Stitis­
tical Account of Several Towns in Litchfield Courty ," 
which contains much valuable information relathe to 
this town. In 1845, our fellow-townsman, GEOR<E C. 
WOODRUFF, Esq., published a History of Litchfield in a 
pamphlet of sixty pages-an excellent work. 

LrrcHFIELD, CoNN., June 15, 1859. P. K. K. 
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CHAPTER I. 

EVENTS IN CONNECTICUT PRECEDING THE SRl."l"LEKENT OP LITCB-.. 
FIELD. BA.NT.AK, ETC. 

In 1630, about ten years after the landing of the pilgrims on 
Plymouth Rock, the whole of the.territory of the present State 
of Connecticut was conveyed by the Plymouth Company to 
Robert, Earl of Warwick. On the 19th of March of the suo­
ceeding year, the Earl executed under his hand and seal the 
grant since known as the Old Patent of Connecticut, wherein. 
he transferred 'the same tract to Viscount Say and Seal, Lord 
Brooke, John Hampden, John Pym, Sir Richard Salton~tall, 
and others. In the summer of 1635, the towns of Hartford, 
Wethersfield and Windsor, on the Connecticut river, first 
began to be settled by emigrants fromlthe vicinity of Boston 
in Massachusetts. Still a year later, the Rev. Thomas Hooke~ 
and his congregation made their celebrated journey through 
the wilderness, from Cambridge, MassachusPtt~, to Hartford, 
where they took up their permanent residence. Iu· 1t';~7, tl,A 
Pequot War was ~egun and tcrminatc_d-rcsulting in the 
expulsion and almost total annihilation of the ·most formida­
ble tribe of Indians in the colony. 

The first Constitution adopted by th~ people of Coune·cficut 
bears date, January 15, 1638-'9. This continued to form tl1e 
basis of our colonial government until the arrival of the Char­
ter of Charles IT., in 1662, when it was nominally superceded • 

.i\.lternate troubles with the Dutch and Indians kept the 
settlers, for many years, in a perpetual state of discipline and 
alt.rm. But while the political commotions in the old world 
sometimes agitated the other American colonies, the people of 
Connecticut had from the first felt that their civil rights were 
guaranteed to them beyond the reach of any contingency. The 

8 
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Royal Charter was but a confirmation. of privileges which they 
had long enjoyed. No king-appointed Governor or Council 
annoyed them by their presence or oppressed them by their 
acts ; but the voters were left to choose their own rulers and 
enact their own laws. Indeed, the influence of the crown was 
for a long period scarcely felt in !he colony. On the acces­
sion of James II., however, in 1685, the whole aspect of affairs 
was. changed. It was soon rumored that His Majesty had de­
termined to revoke all the charters granted by his predecessors. 
The arrival of Sir Edmund Andros at Boston, in December 
1686, bearing a commission as" Governor of New Emgland," 
was an event not calculated to allay the api,rehensions of the 
people of Connecticut. His reputation was that of a selfish, 
grasping despot, bent upon enriching himself and immediate 
friends at the expense of the colonists. At this _time, the 
entire region now known as the County of Litchfield, ( except 
a solitary settlement at Woodbury, on its southern frontier,) 
was an unexplored wilderness, denominated the Western 
Lands. To save these lands from the control and disposal of 
Andros, the Legislature granted them to the towns of Hart­
ford and Windsor-at least so much of them as lay east of the 
Housatonic river. Wben the usurpations of Andros were 
over, and tl1e charter had found its way back from the hollow 
of the oak to the Secretary's office, the Colonial Assembly at­
tempted to resume its title to these lands; but the towns re­
ferred to steadfastly resisted all such claims. The quarrel 
was long kept up, but 110 acts of hostility were committed un­
til efforts wero made to dispose of the tract. Collisions then 
became frequent. Explorers, agents and surveyors, of one 
party, were summarily arrested and expelled from the dispu­
ted territory by the contestants. On one occasion, several 
offenders belonging to the Hartford and Windsor party, were 
imprisoned by the colonial authorities. A mob assembled, 
broke open the jail, and set the prisoners at large. A com­
promise followed, confirming to the tow.ns and the claimants 
under them, the lands of Li~chfield and s.i part of those of New 
Milford. The other portions of the territory were intended 
to be equally. divided between the colony and the claiming 
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towns. Thus Torrington, Barkhamsted, Colebrook, and a. 
part or Harwinton, were appropriated to Windsor ; Hartland, 
Winchester, New Hartford, and the remaining portion of Har­
winton, wore given to Hartford; the other lands in dispute, 
now constituting the townships of Norfolk, Uoshen, Canaan, 
Kent, Sharon and Salisbury, were retained by tbe colony. It 
should be added, that a small portion of the township of Litch­
field was claimed by certain citizens of Farmington, by virtue 
of a deed or purchase from the Indians, dated August 11, 
li14. On the 11th of June, 1718, the Farmington claimants 
relinquished their rights to Hartford and Windsor, and in lieu 
thereof received one-sixth of all the lands of the town in fee. 

All business relating to the Western Lands was transacted 
by committees appointed by the claiming towns and by the 
General Court. In 1715, these towns (Hartford and Wind­
sor,) took the initiatory steps toward exploring that portion of 
the western wilderness now embraced within our corporation 
limits, and purchasing whatever rights the natives possessed, 
or claimed to possess, to the soil. It would be interesting to 
know who was the first individual of the Anglo-Saxon race 
that ever visited the localities so cherished by us all. The 
earliest recordrevidence on this point, is eontaincd in an entry 
in the first Book of Records in our Town Clerk's office: 
which .is as follows : 

. ·- ·-· 

" The Town of Hartford, Dr. 
To John Marsh, 

May 1715, For 5 dayR, man and horse, with expenses, 
0 0 in viewing the Land at the New P!antation, £ 2 

The Town of Hartford, Dr. 
Jan. 22, 1715-'16, To 6 days journey to Woodbury, 

to treat with tlis Indians a1Jout the We,tem Lands, 
by Thomas Seymour, 
To expenses in the journey, 

£ I 4 0 
I 14 9 

£ 2 is 9 

• The following is written on the first page of the book. referred to-"Th.is booke 1,e 
\ouging to the Towne of Hartford, into which we, the Committee for :Managing the 
affairs of'the Western Grants, have entered our proceedings relating thereto, in con­
j unction with the Committee for the Towne of Windsor-as also an account of our di.ts. 
bursoments therein." Dated June 17, 1718. 
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TAe T0ten of Hartford, Dr. 
To Thomas Seymour, Committy, 

~lay 1716, By 2 quarts of Rum, 
Expenses at Farmington, 
Expenses at Waterbury, 
Paid Thomas Miner towards the Indian purchase, 
Expern~es at Woodbury 
}:xpen~es for a Pilot and protection, 
F~tening horse-shoes at \Vaterhury, 
Expenses at Waterbury, 
Expenses to Col. ,vhiting for writing 40 deeds, 

·' to Capt. Cooke for acknowledging 18 deeds, 
" to En:,ign Seymour, 
" at Arnold's, 
'' by sending to Windsor, 

August 4, 1718.-Sold 11 lots for 
Expenses for writing 20 deeds, to Mr. lt,itch, 

" to Capt. Cooke for acknowledging deeds, 
" for making out a way, 
" at Arnold's, 

£0 2 6 
4 9 
1 7 

7 10 0 
2 11 0 
1 10 0 

2 0 
1 8 

£ 1 10 0 
18 0 

1 0 0 
l 7 0 
0 4 0 

.£49 10 0 
10 0 
7 0 

2 0 0 

'' to Tho's Seymour for perambulating north line, 1 
11 0 

6 4 
0 4 " at Arnold's, 1 

:Feb. 10, 1818.-At a meeting of the Committees, then sold 
16 lots reserved by Marsh for Hartford's part, 87 17 9 

At same meeting, paid by John Marsh for expenses, 12 0 
At same meeting, loss of money by mistake in acc't. 8 O 

April 14, 1719.-A meeting of the Committees, expenses, 6 0 
April 27.-At a meeting of the Committees, expenses, 7 ." 

By the earliest of these entries, we learn that Mr. John 
~[arsh was sent out from Hartford "to view the lands ofthe 
ucw plantation," in }lay, 1715. He may, therefore, be re­
garuod as c1nphatically the pioneer-explorer of this township. 
It is not improbable that an occasional hunter or adventurer 
had previously visited these hills, and carried hence an ac­
count of our beautiful lake and the rich alluvial meadows on 
its hanks; hut there is extant no written or traditionary evi­
dence pointing to such an event. 1.-Ir. Marsh became an ori­
ginal proprietor and early settler of the town, and was one of 
its most important and useful .. men. He was the progenitor 
of all bearing bis name in Litchfield-a numerous and respec­
table family. Mr. Thomas Seymour, of Hartford, appears in 
the record a.s the next explorer,and as the agent" to treat with 
the Indians" relative to the purchase of these lands. 'rhe sub­
eequent items, though unimportant in themselves, are never-
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theless deemed worthy of preservation, as they embrace all the 
information contained in our Town Books touching the action 
of the Committees relative to the lands in question, previous 
to the settlement. 

The negotiations resulted in purchasing from the Indians all 
the lands in the original township of Bantam or Litchfield. 
The sum paid therefor in behalf of the Committees, though 
seemingly small, was doubtless satisfactory to the natives. 
Their estimate of land was found~d mainly upon its value to 
them for hunting; and as they made a" reservation'' for that 
purpose, the " fifteen pounds in hand received " was, we have 
reason to believe, to their'' full satisfaction and contentment," 
as is expressed in the Deed-which was executed at Wood­
hury, March 2d, 1715-'16: 

" To all Peopk to 'UJkom these Presents sl,all come, GREETING : 

KNOW YE that we, Chusqu,noag, Corkscrew, Quiump, Mag­
nash, Kehow, Sepunkum, Poni, Wonposet, Suckqunnokquecn, To­
weecume, Mansumpansh, and Norkgnotonckquy, Indian Natives 
belonging to the Plantation of Potatuck within the Colony of Connec­
ticut, for and in consideration of the sum of fifteen pounds money in 
hand received to our full satisfaction and contentment, have given, 
granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents do fully, freely 
and absolutely give, grant, bargain and confirm, unto Col. ,villian1 
Whiting, Mr. John Marsh sod ltfr. Thomas Seymour, a Committee 
for the town of Hartford ; and Mr. ,Jolm Eliot, Mr. Daniel Griswold 
and M_:r~ Samuel Rockwell, a Committee for the town of ,vindsor, for 

·-memselves'and in behalf of' the rest of the Inhabitants of the towns of 
Hartford and Windsor, a certain tract of Land, situate and lying north 
of Waterbury bounds, abutting southerly, partly on ,vnterbury and 
partly on Woodbury ; from W atcrbury River westward across a part 
ofW aterbury bounds, and across at the north end of Waterbury bounds 
to Shepaug River, and so northerly in the middle of Shepaug River, 
to the sprains of Sbepaug River below l\1ount Tom, thence running 
up the east branch of Shepaug Riverton place where the snid River 
runs out of Shepaug Pond, from thence to the north en<l of said Pond, 
theu east to Waterbury River, then southerly as the River runs, to 
to the north end of W nterbury bounds upon the said River ; which 
said Tract of Land thus described, To HA VE AND TO HOLD, to the 
said Col. William Whiting, Mr. John Marsh and l\Ir. Thomas Sey­
mour, Mr. John Eliot, Mr. Daniel Griswold aud lt-Ir. Samuel Rock­
well, Committees of the Towns of Hartford and Windsor as aforesaid, 
m behalf of themselves and the rest of the Inhabitantg of said Towns, 
to them~ -their heirs and assigns, to use, occupy and improve, as their 
own proper right of Inheritance, for their comfort forever; together 
with all the privileges, appurtenances and conditions to the same be-



2'J BJSfOBY 01' LITCBPIELD. 

longing, or in any wise appertaining. And Further, we, the said 
Chusquenoag, Corkscrew, Quiump, Magnash, Kehow, Sepunkum, 
Poni, W onposet, Suckqunnokqueen, Toweecumo, Mansumpansh and 
Norkgnotonekquy, owners and proprietors of the abo\"'e granted Land, 
do, for ourselves and our heirs, to and with the above said William 
Whiting, John Marsh, Thomas Seymour, John Eliot, Daniel Griswold 
and Samuel Rockwell, Committees as aforesaid, them, their heirs and 
assigns, covenant and engage, that we have good right and lawful 
authority to sell the above granted land ; And Futher, at the desire 
and request of the aforesaid Committees, and at their own proper cost 
and charge, will give a more ample deed. 

And for a more full confirmation hereof, we have set our hands and 
seals, this second day of March, in the second year of His Majesties 
Reign, A. D. 1715. 

Memorandum.-Before the executing of this instrument, it is to be 
understood, that the grantors above named have reserved to themselves 
a piece of ground sufficient for their hunting houses, near a mountain 
called Mount Tom." 

This document is subscribed by the Indians named in the 
beginning of the deed-the last one excepted. As the "un­
couth scrawls " used by them for signatures, are meaningless, 
and were undoubtedly drawn quite at random by the aboriginal 
signers, no attempt will here be ma.de to imitate them. The 
names of the witne$ses subscribed to the deed are, W eroa­
maug, Wognacug, Tonhocks,John Mitchell, and Joseph Minor. 
It was " acknowledged" before Mr. Minor, the Indian Inter­
preter, as follows : 

"The Indians that subscribed and sealed the above said deed, ap­
peared personally in Woodbury, the day of the date thereof, and ack-
11ow ledged the said deed to be their free and voluntary act and deed 

Before me, JOHN MINOR." 

In 1718, a Company was organized for the settlement of Bau­
ta.m. The township, which contained about 44,800 acres, was 
divided into sixty rights or shares-three of which were reser­
ved for pious uses, viz., on~ share tot.he first minister and his 
heirs forever ; one, for the use of the first minister and his suc­
cessr.ws in the pastoral office ; and one, for the support of 
Schools. Purchasers having been found for the remaining 
fifty-seven rights, deeds of conveyance were made by the Com­
mittees, confirming the entire plantation to the new proprie­
tors. These deeds are dated, April 29, 1719-fifty-five of 
which are recorded on the Litchfield Land Records. The con-
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sideration for forty-eight shares, was £ 229 10 O, in bills of 
credit; for seven shares, the sum of £31 4 0 was paid. Mr. 
John Marsh pu.1'C.h~d the two remaining shares, but the price 
paid therefor does ..lOt appear. The average cost of the land 
to the first purchasers~ ·-did not exceed one penny and three 
farthings per acre. 

The subjoined list contains the names of all the '' original 
proprietors" of the township : · 
John Karsh,• (2 Rights,) from Hartford. John Stoddard,• Wethersfield. 
Samuel Sedgwick, Jr, " j Ezekiel Buck,• " 
Nathaniel Goodwin, " l Jacob Griswold,• " 
1'imothy Berm.our, " i John Buel,• (2 Right.11,) Lebanon. 
Paul }">eek., Jr.,• " Edw_!l.!'d Cnlve!i " 
Joseph Mason,• " ltezckiah ·euTver,* " 
Nathaniel Messenger, " Thomas Lee,*· " 
Benjamin Webster,* " Eleazer Strong,* " 
Joshua Garrett,• " Supply Strong,* " 
Samuel Forward, Windsor. Caleb Chapel, (2 Rights,) '' 
Thomas Griswold, Jr., " Thomas 'l'rcadway,• " 
Jacob Gibbs,• cc John Caulkins, " 
Joseph Birge,• " Ezekiel Sanford, (2 Rights,) Stratford. 
Benjamin Hosford,• " Nathan Mitchell,• " 
John Hart, Farmington. Thom88 Pier,• 0 

Timothr Stanley, " John Mann, ., 
John Bard, .f " Joseph Peet, " 
Joseph Bird,• " Samuel Somers, " 
Samuel Lewis, '' :~l~th'l Smith.1.• 1.2JJJg_hts1) Taunton. Ktr 
Ebenezer Woodruff", " Johi1·CoTiin8, .. ... ' " 
Samuel Root, " Ephraim French, " 
Nathaniel Winchell, " Josiah Walker,• Woodbury. 
Hezekiah Winchell, cc Samuel Orton,• " 
Jos~ph Gillett,• Colchester. Joseph ,v aUcr., • " 
Jonathan Buck, New Milfor(l. Isaac ,Judson, " 
William Gooclricb, Jr.• W cthcrsfield. 

Those proprietors whose names are here designated by a 
star (•) became settlers in the town. The Rights of a few 
others were settled upon by the sons of the first purchasers ; 
others sold out their interest to persons who became permanent 
residents; while a few forfeited tbcir shares by neglecting to 
comply with the terms of the purchase. 

The title thus acquired was soon after confirmed by the fol­
lowing Act of the Legislature : .. 
"AT a General Assembly holden at Hartford, May,· A. D. 1719: 

UPON the Petition of Lieut. JOHN MARSH, of Hartford, and 
Deacon JOHN' BUEL, of Lebanon, with many others, praying liberty, 
under Committees appointed by the Towns of Hartford and Windsor, 
to settle a Town westward of Farmington, at a place called BANTAK. 

This Assembly do grant liberty and full power, unto the said John 
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Marsh and John Buel and partners settlers, being in the whole fit\y­
seven in number, to settle a town at said Bantam : the said town to 
be divided into sixty Rights, three wbereof to be improved for pious 
uses in said town. And the other fifty-seven sh3ll, as soon as may 
conveniently be, settled upon by the underta~~rs, or, upon their fail­
ure, by otheN that may be admitted. Sa.~{l town to be in length, east 
and west, eight miles, three-quarters and twenty-eight rods, and in 
breadth seYen miles and an half-being bounded eastward by Matar 
tuck River, westward the bigger part upon the most western branch 
of the Shepaug River and partly upon t.he wilderness, north upon the 
wilderness, and south by Waterbury bounds and a west line from 
Waterbury corner unto Shepaug River ; saiu town to be known by 
the name of LITCHFIELD, and to have the following figure for a 
a bran<l for their horse hind, viz. 9. And the same powers and priv­
ileges that other towns in this Colony do enjoy, are hereby granted 
to said town." 

1~s this chapter may be regarded simply as an introduction 
to the subject-matter of the volume, a brief reference to the 
ori~n and meaning of the names by which this locality 'Wal 

and is known, will not be out of place here. 
The earliest designation applied to this particular portion of 

the ,v estcrn Lands, was Bantam--and the name is still borne 
by our principal Lake and one of our largest Riv:ers. His­
torians have generally concurred in calling this the Indian or 
.Aboriginal name of the place. There appears to be good rea­
son, however, to doubt the- co1Tectness of such a conclusion. 
lmpressecl with the belief that the word had a trans-Atlantic 
origin, I have occasionally asked the opinion of such friends as 
I knew to he familiar with the construction of languages, and 
likely to be 111uch better informed on the subject than myself. 
In November, 1856, the Hon. Charles W. Bradley, LL. D., 
formerly Secretary of State, and now au American Consul in 
China, thus responded to my enquiry and suggestion: 

"Afli to the name " Bantam," I fully agree with you that it hath a 
very un-lndian look and sound, nor have I ever regarded it as belong­
ing to any of our native dialects. I have no idea how it got there. 
The only place of that name, within my ken, is near my late residence 
(Singapore,) where, in the Island of Java, is a town, once the capital 
of a District of the same designation, containing 3,428 square miles. 
Bantam is in lat. 6° S. long. 106° 13' E-forty-seven miles W. from 
Batavia." 

Prof'. W. G. Peck, of Columbia College, New York, in Oc­
tober last, wrote : 
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"You will remember our conversation about the word Bantam, and 
that I took the ground that it was not of Indian origin. In looking 
over an old History of Java, the other day, I came a~ the fnet that 
an expedition was fitted out in 160 I. consisting of (our ships belonging 
to the then newly-formed "East India Company;•• and that t.he expe­
dition sailed under Captain Lancaster in 1602, tonching first at Achcen 
a.nd then at Bantam in Java. Captain Lanc..ra.ster, du.ring the latter 
year, brought home a letter from the " King of Bantam,, to Queen 
Elizabeth. From all this, you will see that the Java Bantam Wti in 
existence and had a king, eighteen years before the landing of the 
Pilgrims-and I don't know how much earlier. Bantam was occupi­
ed by the Dutch in the sixteenth century, and was a place of much 
consequence. In the Portuguese writings of Jono de Barra.i, (Lisbon 
1777,) the place is called " Bintam or Bantam." I am unable to as­
certain whether the word is Dutch or Javanel!!e; at any rate, it is quite 
clear that the name is not of Connecticut origin." 

The English and Danes had factories at Bantam previous.to 
1682, at which date they ·were taken by the Dutch. The har­
bor was long a faYorite rendezvous for British shipping in the 
East. Of course the name was a familiar one in the English 
colonies at the time of the exploration ofthcso Western Lands. 
Why it was transferred to this locality, must remain a matter 
Qf conjecture ; perhaps it was because, like the Bantam of the 
old world, this was a ,,ild and almost unknown region, inhab­
ited by a rnco of barbarians ; perhaps~ as has been suggested 
by a distinguished antiquarian scholar, the name may have 
first been gh·en by tl1e settlers on the Connecticut to an Indian 

this vicinitv, and, at a subsequent date, 
A.t all events, 

.,,.l1icli this 
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remarks of the numerous strangers_ on the train. It is hardly 
to be presumeJ fhat tl,is place received the name it bears, on 
account of any sapposed resemblance of its location to that or 
the city whence its name is derived. 1'be English Lichfield, 
it is true, stands upon elevated ground, and is surrounded by 
rural beauties which are rarely surpassed even in the British 
Islands ; but the city cannot be said to stand on a /till, and the 
face of the surrounding country is materially different from 
tile scenes upon which we are accustomed to look. With the 
same broad meadows, pastures and cultivated :fields, inter­
spersed with patches of wood-land, they lack the lake, and 
forest, and mountain scenery, which forms a principal attrac­
tion of our landscapes. Lichfield is said to have been erected 
into a bishopric as early as A. D. 656-the first bishop bearing 
tl1e na&11e of Diuma. The first cathedral was completed about 
the year 700, in the time of Bishop Hedda. The founder of 
the present edifice is stated to have been Roger de Clinton, 
who came to the see in 1188 ; though, from the style of archi­
itecture; it is believed that much of the building was erected 
during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. At the com­
mencement of the civil wars, the Close of Lichfield was forti­
fied by the royalists, and the command entrusted to Lord Ches­
terfield. In }larch, 1643, the garrison was attacked by the 
parliamentary forces under Lord Brooke, OP"' --~

11 
- +entt'~!-1 

of ConuJcticut, wt-"' : · · - · • 
should succee11 ·• 

.\ day o.,. . 
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tans. The cathedral suffered greatly from these successive 
sieges. It was estimated that not less than two thousand can­
non-balls and fifteen hundred hand-grenades ba.d been dischar .. 
gad against it. It was completely renovated by Bishop Racket 
during the reign of Charles II. The city contains several 
churches. schools, and charitable institutions, and, in 1841, 
had a population of 14,754. Its streets are n&rrow, but well 
paved and well lighted ; many of the buildings are handsome, 
and its general appearance is much above the average of Eng­
lish towns of its size. Its municipal officers are, a mayor, re­
corder, five aldermen, and eighteen Councilors. It is entitled 
to two members of parliament. In this place were born Gar­
rick, Johnson, Lady Mary Wortley Montague, and other emi­
nent characters. 

As to the etymology of the word Licl&fi,eld, or Litchfield, 
Gorton in his " Topographical Dictionary of Great Britain and 
Ireland," (London, 1833, vol. ii, p. 564,) says-" Various 
derivations have been proposed of the name of this place; but 
it has generally been deduced from the term, Lich-field, signi ... 
fying · the Field of tlie Dead-thus denominated, according to 
ijon.ie ecclesiastical historians, on account of the great number 
of Christians having suffered martyrdom here during the Die­
clesian persecution in the beginning of the fourth century.'' 
In confirmation of this derivation, it_ may be added, that a field 
in the neighborhood, bearing· the name of Christian Field, is 
still pointed out as tho place where a tbousanu Christians were 
slaughtered at one time. This definition also corresponds 
with that given by the great lexicographer, Dr. Johnson, who 
was a native of Lichfield. In Saxon times, this town formed a 
portion of the ex.tensive and powerful kingdom of Marcia, 
which was christianized upon its conquest by Oswy, King of 
N orthumberla.nd. 

Our Litchfield (Connecticut) was the first place on _this 
continent to bear the name. There are now seven other Litch­
fields in the United States, ( all spelt with the t,) viz., one in 
each of the following States-Maine, New Hampshire, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and Kentucky. These 
towns, .with perhaps a single exception, were settled by Connec­
ticut people. In Ohio, there is a post office named Bantam. 



CHAPTER II. 

INCIDENTS OF THE FIRST SETTLEKENT. 

THE settlement of Litchfield was commenced by Capt. Ja­
cob Griswold, from Windsor, Ezekiel Buck, from Wethersfield, 
and John Peck, from Hartford, all of whom removed their 
families into the township during the summer of 1720. In 
the course of this and the following year, several other families 
-chiefly from Hartford, Lebanon, W ethersficld and ,vindsor­
erected log houses on their home-lots, and moved into them. 

The record of what appe~rs to have teen the -first Town 
Meeting, is without date. Dea. John Buel and Nathaniel 
Smith were appointed a Committee to hire a minister, and" to 
make and gather a rate, to pay him for his services amongst 
us." This Co1nmittec employed }Ir. TIMOTHY COLLINS, of 
Guilford~ a yow1g licentiate who had graduated at Yale Col­
lege in 1718. At the next Meeting, held November 6, 1721, 
it was ·voted, "that Mr. Collins be forthwith called to a settle-
1ncnt in this place in the ,vork of the ministry;" and it was stip• 
ula.ted that he should receive fifty-seven pounds per year for 1 

four years-and thereafter, as follows, vi:~., " the fifth yeari 
sixty pounds; the sixth year, seventy pounds; tho seventh 
year, eighty pounds-and so to continue ot eighty pounds per 
year" so long as he should remain in the pastoral office in this 
town. It was also agreed to pay him one h'.undred pounds pre-' 
vious to the 1st day of July, 1722, and 1-o furnish him with 
fire-wood. Mr. Collins accepted the term•.; proposed, in a let­
ter bearing date, "Litchfield, Dec. 12, 17~!1," and immediate­
ly entered upon his labors-though he wa3 not ordained until 
the 19th of June, 1723.• In addition to fais salary, as abov 

•llessrs. Nathaniel Smith, Eleazer Strong and Samuel c, 1lver, were appointed & co 
mittee " to provide nccommochtions, at the town's cost, f( ,r the Elders and Messenge 
thnt shall be in attendance." 
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stated, Mr. Collins received in fee one-sixtieth part of all the 
lands of the township, together with the u.se for life of another 
sixtieth part. 

The first meeting of the Inhabitants for the choice of Town 
Officers, was held Dec. 12, 1721, and resulted as follows: 

JOHN MARSH, Town Cle·rk. 

JoHN BuEL, I 
NATHANIEL HosFORD, Selectm.en. 
JOHN MARSH, 

WILLIAll GOODRICH, Constable and Collector. 
BENJAMIN GIBBS and THOllAS LEE, Surve~1Jors. 
ELEAZER STRONG and SAllUEL RooT, Fence Viewe-rs. 
DANIEL CULVER, Ha.11ward. 
JOSEPH BIRD, Collector of Minister's Rate. 

The only person" admitted an inhabitant" at this meeting, 
was Mr. JOSEPH KILBOURN, from \Vethersfield, who had recent­
ly purchased one-thirtieth part of the township-being the 
original Rights of Messrs. ?tlann and Peet. 

On the 6th of February, 1721-'2, Messrs. Buel and Marsh 
were voted "the use of the stream of Bantam River and thirty 
acres of land," on condition that they would erect a Grist 
Mill and keep the same in order ; and :Messrs. Jacob Griswold, 
William Goodrich and Benjamin Gibbs were designated to lay 
out the land for their use. 

On the 8th of the ensuing }lay, llessrs. Buel, }larsh, Smith 
and Hosford, were appointed a Co1nmittee, and fully e1npow­
ered by the town, to negotiate a settlement of the boundary line 
between Litchfield and Waterbury, with a Co1nmittee appoint­
ed by the proprietors of the latter town. .A.t the sa1ne time, 
Messrs. Buel and Marsh were directed to petition the General 
.Assembly, on the town's behalf," for liberty to set up a church 
and society in Litchfield." 

It had been one of the conditions of the several deeds of con­
veyanc~ to the original proprietors, that the grantees or their 
sons should build a tcnantable house on each home-lot, or 
division, not less than sixteen feet square, and personally in­
habit the same by the last day of }lay, 1721, and for three 
years ensuing; and no one ,vas permitted" to leave or dispose 
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of his share for five years thereafter, without the consent of the 
first planters." This was a wise provision, growing out of the 
dependent and exposed condition of a settlement in the wilder­
ness. Not only was each individual purchaser expected to 
·encourage the settlement by his personal presence and labors, 
but his assistance in planning and executing the various pr<r 
jects designed for the promotion of the public welfare, was 
deemed indjspensable. His proprietorship in these "western 
lands " was no sinecure, resorted to for purposes of specula­
tion. He must bear his full share of the burthens and per­
ils incident to the life of a pioneer. For divers reasons, sever­
al of the first purchasers, as has been intimated, failed to 
comply with these terms. On the 8th of June, 1722, in gen­
eral Town Meeting, it was voted that the following persons 
had" forfeited their Rights to Lands in Litchfield by not per­
forming what they were ob~iged to in the articles of the settle­
ment mentioned in the Grand Deed," viz., Timothy Seymour, 
Timothy Stanley, Isaac Judson, Jacob Gibbs, John Stoddard, 
Nathaniel Smith, Paul Peck, John Hart, Philip Bump, Na­
thaniel Woodruff, Thomas Griswold, John Baldwin and one of 
Ezekiel Sandford's Rights. Messrs. John Buel, N athanicl 
Smith and John }Iarsh, were appointed a Coiniµittee to neg<r 
tiate with the above-named individuals, with power· to " prose­
cute the forfeiture to effect" in case the .claimants should neg­
lect or refuse to agree to the terms which might be offered them. 
Probably a compromise was effected with most of the delin­
quents. Some of them became active and useful men in the 
town. 

In October of this year, the freemen, by a formal vote, ex­
pressed their desire to be annexed to Hartford County. They 
also voted that the tax for the support of the minister and for 
building the meeting-house, should be laid "one half on the 
Rights, and the other on heads and stock." 

The second annual Town Meeting _was held, December 17, 
1722. The following Town Officers for the year ensuing were 
chosen: 

[NATHANIEL HOSFORD,- Moderator.] 
JoHN MARSH, 21',wn Clerk. 
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NATHANIEL HOSFORD, l 
J OBN STODDARD, &lect1aen. 
JOSEPH KILBOURN, 

JACOB GRISWOLD, 0()'11,Stable. 
EJ,EAZER STRONG, <hand Juror. 
JOHN BA,LDWIN and JOSEPH BmGE, Fence Viewers. 
NEHEMIAH A.LLE...lli and THOMAS LEE, Listers. 
JosEPH HARRIS, Collector. 
NATHAN MITCHELL, Leatl,er Sealer. 
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At an adjourned meeting held on the 26th of December, it 
was ordered that the '' town stock of powder and lead should 
be procured by a rate raised upon the Rights." A tax of one 
hundred and sixty pounds was laid towards building the meet­
ing-house : and a subs..equent vote provided for the raising of 
forty-three pounds more t~ be applied to the same object, and 
for the maintenance of the ministry. Messrs. Kilbourn, Stod­
dard, Hosford and Marsh, were appointed a Committee " to 
manage the affair of building the meeting-honse." The ereo­
tion of a place of public worship appears to have been regarde~ 
by the town as the one great work to be accomplished. The 
votes in reference to it are frequent. One of them, passed 
April 19; 1723, describes the dimensions and style of the edi­
fice as follows : It shall be " 45 feet in length, 25 feet in breadth 
and 20 fe~t between joints; to be shingled and clapboarded, 
the lower floor laid, the seats and pulpit made, tbe walls sealed 
up the girts, all the windows made and glazed ; the house well 
underpined, with all needful doors; all said work to be well 
and sufficiently done, according to the discretion of the com 
mittee appointed for the work; all of which work is to be fin­
ished within the space of t/,,ree years e11sui11g the da.te hereof."• 
The location of the building is described as " northward of 
\Villiam Goodrich's, towards Mr. Collins's house"-or about 
midway between the present Mansion House corner and the 
Luke Lewis house. 

In the earliest records, our present North street was called 
-- -- -· 

• It is not improbable that 'the edifice was so fur completed within the time specified 
as to be wed for public worship ; but as late as Dec. 24, 1781, we find an appropria·· 
tion of £26 "towardsjiniihing the meeting-house," and a committee was at the same 
time appointed to attend to the work. Dec. 27, it was voted "to get a. cushion or 
pillow for the pulpit, to be made with plush, andstufil;." 
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Town street, and was laid out twelve rods wide; that now 
called South street, was laid out eight rods wide, and was 
named Town Hill street ; Gallows Lane was twenty-eight rods 
wide, and was called }fiddle street ; the present East and ,vest 
streets were twenty rods wide, and called llceting House street 
-the first meeting-house standing in the center ; the street 
running south fron1 the present residence of Colonel Odell's, 
was then called South Griswold street, and was four rods wide; 
that running north from Dr. Eliada Osborn's, was called North 
Griswold street, and was eight rods wide ; Prospect street was 
called North street, and was originally twenty rods wide, but 
soon reduced to seventeen. 

The subject of Higlnvays was also one of special importance, 
and engrossed much of the attention of the inhabitants in their 
Town Meetings. On the 26th of D~cember, 1722, it was voted 
to lay out a highway from ;Bantam River to the Chestnut Hill 
home-lots," in the range where tlie Joot-patli now is,'' as the 
record expresses it. On the following day, it was voted " to 
lay out a highway from John Marsh's homo-lot [ on Chestnut 
Hill,] to the south bounds; a.nd the highway by Mr. Collins's 
house, to be continued to the north bounds ; and the bigl1way 
running east, to be extended to the east bounds; and west, or 
south-west, from Thomas Pier's, according to the best skill of 
the Committee ; and the l1ighway running north from Pier's, 
to be continued to the north bounds.'' 

Tho proprietor of each Right was entitled, as a part of his 
division of lands, to a Home Lot of fifteen aares in the '' town 
plat" or village. The choice of the Home Lots was decided 
by chance. The first choice fell to Nathaniel Winchell, who 
selected the lot on the south corner of South-street and Gal­
lows Lane. John l\Iarsh drew the second choice, and, singu­
larly enough to us, selected the lot at the southern rxtremity 
of the village, bordering on Banta1n River-011 which the 
dwelling-house of l\Irs. Frederick Prescott now stands. 'fim­
othy Seymour drew the third choice, and fixed the location of 
his lot on the north side of ,vest-street, where Mr. Lyman J. 
Smith now lives. Numbers four, five and six, ( drawn by 
Messrs. John Bird, Samuel Orton and Samuel Forward,) selec-
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tcd lots on the east side of South-street, adjoining each other, 
and lying immediately north of the lot of John Marsh on Ban­
tam River. The Mansion House corner was selected by Wil­
liam Goodrich, who drew number twenty ; Natl1aniel Smith 
drew the twenty-fifth choice, and selected tl1e Oliver Goodwin 
corner ; the thirty-third cl1oice fell to Samuel Lewis, who se­
lected the County House corner, which he soon after transfer­
red to Joseph Kilbourn, the purchaser of his Right. For his 
first" twenty acre division," Mr. Kilbourn selected the lot on 
the north corner of North and Prospect streets, now occupied 
in part by Dr. Richards' "Elm Park Collegiate Institute." 
The north-east corner of North and East streets, together with 
the lot adjoining on the north, was laid out to the Rev. Mr. 
Collins; the next lot north was for the benefit of Mr. Collins 
and l1is successors in the ministry ; adjoining which, still fur­
ther north, was the home-lot laid out on the School Right. 
The fifty-seventh (or last) choice was drawn by Ezekiel San­
ford, who chose the lot in South-street now owned and occupied 
by A. C. Smith, Esq.-ono of the most eligible sites in the 
village. 

It is probable that the work of laying out these Home Lots 
was commenced in 1720, and that the first settlers, in compii­
ruice with the stipulation contained in their several deeds, 
erected tenements thereon. In May, 1722, Messrs .. Hezekiah 
Culver and Thomas Lee were appointed to complete tl1e work ; 
but it would seem that they failed to attend to the business, for, 

• 
in the following December, Messrs. Jol1n Stoddard, John Bird 
1.nd Jacob Griswold, were appointed on a Committee for the 
same purpose. More than two-thirds of tl1e Home Lots were 
located within our present borough limits; tbe remainder, far­
~her west on West street and South Griswold street, and south­
east on Chestnut Hill. 

Two or three incidents connected with pioneering in the era 
of which we are speaking, will form a fitting close to this 
c~apter. 
: "In May, 1722," says Mr. Morris, "Capt. Jacob Griswold 
~ing at work alone in the field about one mile west of the 
present Court House, two Indians suddenly rushed upon him 

5 
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from tbe woods, took liim, pinioned llis arms, and carried hitn 
off. They traveled in a northerly direction, and the same day 
arril·ed iu some part of the township now called Canaan, then 
a wilderness. The Indians kindled a fire, and, after binding 

· their prisoner hand and foot, lay down to sleep. Griswold 
fortunately disengaged his hands and feet, and though his arms 
were tied, he seized their guns, and n1ade his escape into the 
woods. After traveling a short distance, he sat down and 
waited until the dawn of day. Although his ar1ns were still 
pinioned, he carried both tho guns. Tho savages awoke in 
the 1norning, and, finding their prisoner gone, immediately 
pursued him. They soon overtook hirn, and kept in sight of 
him the greater part of the day, while he was making bis way 
homeward. ,vhen they camo near, he turned and pointed one 
of the pieces at them ; they then fell back. In this manner 
he traveled till near sunset, when he reached an e1ni11ence in 
an open field about one mile north-west of the center. He 
then discharged one of his guns, which immediately summon­
ed the people to his assistance. The Indians fled, and Gris­
,vold safely returned to his family." 

The following interesting narrative from "Travels ..in New 
England and New York," by rriinothy Dwight, S. T. D., 
LL. D., President of Yale College, (vol. i. pp. 118-118,) has 
been often re-published in this country and in Europe. Withi 
characteristic caution, he remarks-" This story may be cir-1 

cumstantially erroneous; in s;,ubstan,ce I believe it to be true." 
" NOT many years after the County of Litchfield began to be settled 

by the English, u. strange Indian cume one day into nn Inn in the: 
Town of Litchfield, in the dusk of the evening, and requested the host­
ess to furnish him with some drjnk and supper. At the some times: 
he obseryetl, that he could pay for neither, as he bad had no succe · 
in hunting ; but promised payment as soon as he should meet witla 
better fortune. The hostess refused him both the drink uncl· the SUJ>'­

per; called him a lazy, drunken, gootl for nothing fellow; and tol4 
him that she diu not work so hard, herself, to throw away her ea1·nin 
upon such creatures us he wns. A mnn who sut by, and observ 
that the Indian, then turning about to leave so inhospitable a pla · 
showed by his countenance that he was suffering very severely fro 
want and weariness, directed the bostess to supply him what be wish 
ed, and engaged to pay the bill himself. She did so. ,vben the In 
dian had finished his supper, he turned to his benefactor, thanked hi 
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and assured him that he should remember his kindness, and whenever 
he was able, would faithfully recompense iL l•"or the present, he ob­
seryed, he could only reward him with a story; which, if the hostess 
would give him leave, he wished to tell. The hostess, whose com­
placency ha<l been recalled by the prospect of payment, consented. 
'fhe Indian, addre~sing himself to his benefactor, said-" I suppose 
you read the Bible." The man nssentcd. ",v eIJ," said the Indian, 
·• the Bible say, God mn<le the world; ancl then he took him and look­
ed on him, and say, 'It's all very goo<l.' Then he made light; and 
took him and looked on him, and say, 'It's all very good.' Then he 
mode dry land and water, and sun and moon, :ind grass and trees; 
and took him and looked on him, and say, 'It's all very good.' Then 
he made beasts, and bird~, nnd fishes; and took him and looked on 
him, and say, 'It's nll very good.' Then he made man; and took 
him and lookctl on him, and say, 'It's all very good.' Then he made 
woman; and took him and looked on him, and he no dare say one 
such word." The Indian, having told his story, withdrew. 

Some years after, the man who had befrien<led him hacl occasion to 
go some distance into the wilderness, between Litchfield, then a fron­
tier settlement, and Albany, where he was taken prisoner by an In­
dian scout, and carried to Canada. "\Vhen he arrived at the principal 
settlement of' the tribe, on the southern border of the St. Lawrence, 
it was proposed by some of the captor~ that he sl1ould be put to death. 
During the consultation, an old Indian woman demanded that he 
shoul<l be given up to her; that she might adopt him in the place of 
n son whom she had lost in the wnr. He was accordingly given to 
her, nnd lh·ed through the succeeding winter in her family, experien­
cing the customary effects of savnge liospitality. The following sum­
mer, as he was at work in the forest alone, an unknown Indian came 
up to him, and asked him to meet him at a place which he pointed out~ 
on n given day. The prisoner agreed to the proposal, but not with­
out some apprehensions t.hat mischief was intended him. During the 
interval, these appr~hensions increased to such n degree as to dis­
sunde him effectually from fulfilling his engagement. Soon after, the 
same Indian found him nt his work again, and very gravely reproved 
him for not performing his pr~mise. The man apologized, awkward­
ly enough, but in the best manner in his power. The Indian told 
him that he should be satisfied, if he would meet him at the same 
place on a future day, which he named. The man promised to meet 
him, and fulfilled his promise. ,vhen he arrived at the spot, he found 
the Indian provided with two muskets, ammunition for them, ~nd 
knapsacks. The Indian ordered him to take one of each, and follow 
him. The direction of their march was to the south. The man fol­
lowed, without the least knowledge of what he was to do or whither 
be was going; but concluded that if the Indian intended him harm, he 
would have dispatched him at the beginning, and that at the worst he 
was as safe where he was, as he could be in any other place. Within 
a short time, therefore, his fears subsided, although the Indian observ­
ed a profound and mysterious silence concerning the object of the ex-
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pedition. In the day time, they shot ~nch game as came in their way, 
and at night kindled a fire, by which they slept. After a tedious 
joumey of many days, they came one moming to the top of an emi­
nence, presenting a prospect of a cultivated country, in ,vhich was a 
number of houses. The Indian asked his companion whether he 
knew the place. He replied eagerly that it was Litchfield. His 
guide then, after reminding him that he had so many years before 
relieved the wants of a famishing Indian, at an Inn in that town, sub­
joined, "I that Indian; now I pay you ; go home." llaving said this, 
he bade him adieu ; and the man joyfully returned to his own house.,, 

The Rev. James Hamilton, D. D., F. L. S., of London, 
England, author of" The Royal Preacher," and other works, 
in a Lecture from tbe text, " Cast thy bread upon the waters," 
&c., gives the substance of this story, which he commences as 
follows: "Dr. Dwight, an .American, tells ho,v, when tbe 
country nea·r Albany was newly settled, an Indian ca1ne to an 
inn in Litchfield," &c. ( See Royal Preacher, pp. 27 5-'7.) 
Ignorance of our local geography, is of course excusable in a 
foreigner. The incidents of the narrative certainly afford an 
apt illustration of the truth of the text. 

In Augu&t, 1723, (as near as can now be ascertained,) Mr. 
Joseph Harris, one of the most respectable citizens of the town, 
while at work alone in the woods about a mile and a half wes~ 
of the villa:ge, was attacked by a party of Indians, shot, a.n 
scalped. As he did uot return home when expected, th_ 
alarm was given, and search was immediately made for him; 
which was continued until the darkness of tl1e night checke~ 
all further exertions. In the morning, his body was found; 
leaning against the trunk of a tree. Harris was killed ne~J 
the north end of the West Plain, a few rods south or sout 

1 

east of the present residence of Mr. Myron Osborn. He w . 
interred in the West Burying-Ground, where, in 1830, a mo 
ument was erected to his memory by voluntary contribution •. 

These events effectually alarmed the settlers, and led 
those measures of self-defense wbich are detailed with som 
degree of minuteness in the next chapter. 

• The date of Harris', death given on his monument is 1721. Gibba and Morris bo 
place tbe event in " Auguat 172_1." These dataa are or oourae impouible-as he 
... Collector in December or the latter year. 



CHAPTER III. 

ALARMS .AND MEASURES OF DEFENSE. 

COULD we go back one l1undred and thirty-six years, and, 
from some elevated stand-point, look down upon Litchfield as 
it was in the beginning of the year 1723, what a contrast to its 
present appearance would the scene present! Here and there, 
like dots on the surface of the landscape, little openings had 
been made in the primeval forests by the axes of the settlers. 
Forty or fifty log-cabins were scattered OT'er the site now occu­
pied by this village-and its immediate vicinity. A temporary 
palisade stood where our Court House now stands, and four 
others were erected in more remote parts of the town, for the 
protection of the laborers at the clearings : all soon to giv:e 
place to stronger and more permanent structures. The howl 
of the wild beast and the yell of the savage, daily and nighily 
reminded the people of the dangers by which they were sur­
rounded. The little hamlet was quite beyond the bounds of 
civilization-the nearest white settlements being those at New 
Milford on the south-,vest and at Woodbury on the south, both 
some fifteen miles distant. An .almost unbroken wilderness 
stretched westward to the ·nutch settlements on the Hudson, 
and north ward two l1undred and fifty miles to the French villa­
ges in Canada. The Indians, still at war with the Englisll, 
prowled on the frontiers like ravenous wolves eager for their 
prey. Their yells at the war-dance, an ominous sound, were 
bear~ on the distant hills, and at midnight their signal-fires 
on Mount Tom lit up the surrounding country with their bale­
ful gleam. Without mails or newspapers, and with no regular 
means of communication with their friends in the older towns, 
they seemed indeed shut out from the world, and dependent 
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upon their own little circle for intellectual and social onjoy-
1nent. Is it to be ,vondered at, that some of tbe first proprie­
tors should have fled from scenes so uninviting and hazardous, 
even at the risk of forfeiting the lands which they had pur­
chased'? 

In tho antun1n of 172~, a war had broken out between the 
Province of llassachusetts and the Ea.stern Indians, and in a 
short time its direful influences were felt in Connecticut-­
some of which liavo already been adverted to. The savages 
on our borders, many of whom had previously manifested a 
peaceable and conciliatory spirit, gave e,·idence that their pro­
fessions- of friendship were not to be relied upon. In tho 
spring of 1723, the Committee of War, in Hartford, sent a 
military corps to keep garrison at Litcl1field. .At this time, 
there were about sixty male adults in the town, a large pro­
portion of whom had farnilies. The following are the names 
of those who are regardea. as " first settlers"--or persons who 
became residents of the town during tbe first three years of 
the settlement : 
Nehemiah Allen, from Coventry. ! .Jo~eph Kilbourn, 
J0&oph l\irge, Windsor. Thomas Lee, 
Joseph Bird, 1'~annington. : ,John Marsh, 
John Bird, " ; Joseph Mason, 
Samuel Beebe, Danbury. ; Nn.tlmn l\litchcll, 
• John Ualdwin, Stratfo1·d. ! Samuel Orton, 
Rzekiel Uuek, Wethersfield.\ Edward Phelps, 
• Tobu Unel, Lebanon. ! Thomas Pier, 
Daniel Culver, " I Pa.ul Peck, Jr. 
Samuel Culnr, " ! ,John Peek, 
llezekinh Cuh-cr, " 'I John Stoddnr<l, 
Timothy Collins, Guilford. 1 Elenzcr Strong, 
.lo}m Cntlin, llnrtford. 1 Supply Strong, 
.James Church, " ! .Joseph Snnford, 
JoseJ>h Gillett, Colchester. I Lemuel Sanford, 
Abraham Gootl win. Ilnrtfortl. 

1

. Natluiniol Smith, 
Joshua Go.rritt, " John Smith, 
William Goodrich, W cthersfield., Samuel Smedley, 
Jacob Griswold, " f Thomas 1'rendwn.v, 
John Gay, Dedham, l\Js,! Benjamin Webster, 
Benjamin Gibbs, Windsor. I ,Josiah Walker, . 
,Jacob Gibbs, " I ,Joseph Waller. 
Benjamin Hosrord, " \ Nathaniel W oodrutr, 
Josepll. Harris, Middletown. 

Wethersfteld• 
Lebanon. 
Hnrtford. 

u . 

Stratford • 
\Voodbury. 
Windsor . 
8tratfor6. 
Hartford. 

" 
Wetherst 1el~ 
Lebanon. · 

u 

Stratford, 
" 

'faunton,Ma. " ; . . 
w·oo<lbury. 
Lebnnou. 
Hartford. 
Woodbury. 

" Fn.rmingtoa. 

Such was tho apprehension of danger from the Indians, d 
ing this period, that while one portion of the men were feili 
the forests, plowing, planting or reaping, others, with the· 
muskets in hand, we~e stationed in their vicinity to " kee 
guard." In August of this year, (1723,) a meeting of th 
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Householders of Litchfield was held " to consider of and agree 
upon some certain places to fortify or make G-arrisons for the 
safety and psescrvation of the inhabitants of said town." A.t 
this meeting it ,vas resol f'ed that four Forts or GB:rrisons should 
be erected in different sections of the town. The uaines of 
the persons designated to bnild these Forts, are here inserted, 
as the list is supposed to embrace ALL the proprieto1·s of the 
township at that date. 

"For building the West Fort-Thomas Pier, Jacob Gris­
wold, Ezekiel Buck, Nathan llitchell Joseph Birge, Daniel 
Judson, John Stoddard, Daniel Culver, Timothy Seymour, 
Hezekiah Culver, Thomas Treadway, Lemuel Sanford, John 
Baldwin, Samuel Beebe and Joshua Boardman. 

"For the North Garrison-Tho1nas Lee, Lieut. John Buel, 
John Buel, Joseph Kilbourn, Joseph Kilbourn, (Jr.,) Nathan­
iel Smith, William Goodrich, Eleazer Strong, Samuel Root, 
Samuel S01ners, Josiah Walker, ~ ehemiah .A.Hen and Supply 
Strong. 

"For the East Garrison-N athanicl Hosford, Benjamin 
Hosford, Paul Peck, Edward Phelps, Samuel Culver, Joshua 
Garrett, John Caulkins, Joseph Gillett, Joseph Mason, Ben­
jamin ·Webster, John Gay and Tho1nas Griswold. 

" For the South Garrison-John 1\farsh, John Peck, Benja­
in Gibbs, Jacob Gibbs, Samuel Orton, John Bird, Joseph 
arris, Abraham Goodwin, ,vidow .A.llen, Joseph Bird, Joseph 
o.ller,-Nathnniel Woodruff and Sn111uel Smedley." 
On the 1st of .April, 172!, l\Ir. John }farsh was chosen Agent 

f the town "to represent their state to the General Asse1nbly 
oncerning the settlement and continuing of their inhabitants 
n times of war aud danger.'' 

In May, the subject of the Indian disturbances in this quar­
r occupied 1nuch of the time and attention of the Council of 
ar aud of the Legislature. The Indians on the western 
nds were ordered to repair immediately to their respective 
laces of residence, and not to go into the woods without Eng­
·shmen in company with them, "nor to be seen, contrary to 
his order, anywhere north of the road leading from Hartford 

Farmington, Waterbury, and so on to New Milford." Tbey 
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were ,varned to submit to this order on pain of being looked 
upon as enemies, and treated accordingly. Two hundred men 
from Hartford, Wethersfield and Windsor, were directed to 
hold themselves iu readiness to march at the shortest notice ; 
and siil:ty more from each of the counties of New Haven, Fair­
field and New London, with their proper officers, were called 
for to supply the garrisons at Litchfield and New Milford, wbeu 
the soldiers the11 at those posts should be withdrawn. Friend .. 
ly Indians were to be employed in scouting with the Englisb, 
and £ 20 each were to be paid for the scalps of the " enemy 
Indians." A.n effective scout was to be kept marching in the 
woods north of Litchfield, between Simsbury, Westfield and 
Sackett's Farm, [or Sharon.] The thirty-two men, sent on a 
scout from Litchfield, were directed to be drawn off in ten 
days. It was also 

" Resolved, That orders be fortbwith sent to Major Eellsll 
that he impress thirty.two able-bodied men, with a Lieuten., 
ant, and seud them to Litchfield to be improved in garrison­
ing and scouting, as may be thought most advantageous by 
the said Lieutenant and the commissioned • officers in Litch­
field-and to continue in said service until they shall be releas­
ed by further orders; and that Major Burr se11d orders to 
detail nine effective men, with a. Sergeant, to march to New 
Milford, to be employed in scouting for the protec_tion of th~ 
frontier; and a scout of six meJJ are to be employed at Sims-: 
bury, for the discovery of the enemy in that quarter ;-a.nd a~ 
the aforesaid scouts are directed to take dogs witli tlie-m, int~ 

I 

the serv·ice of scouting; and that the scout now out from Wind-! 
sor, be drawn off on Tuesday next; and the scout now ai 
Litchfield to dni.w off upon the present appointed scouts arriv• 
ing there.'' 

" The summer of 1724," says Mr. Woodruff, " was a perio 
of excitement and alarm. The war between the English an 
the French was tben prevailing, and the latter used great effo 
to incite the northern Indians to attack the frontier settlem 
of the whites." The Hon. Noah A. Phelps, in his Bist;orl 
Simsbury, remarks-" -The conduct of the Indians at the nor . 
and west, during this year·, and especially their hostile mov 
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1nenl.~ i-n the vicinitv of Litcli.field, induced the government to 
take such precautionary measures as the occasion demanded, 
in order to furnish protection to tbe weak and exposed settle: 
men ts. i\ line of scouts was established, extending from Litch­
field to Turkey Hills, curving around the 1nost northerly and 
westerly settlements in Simsbury. On the 14th of June, 1724, 
Capt. Richard Case, of Simsbury, was directed to employ ten 
men on this scouting party, to rendezvous at Litchfield. The 
men employed in this service were Serg't. Jonathan Holcomb, 
John Hill, Nathaniel Holco1nb, Joseph Mills, William Buell, 
Samuel Pettibone, Joseph Wilcoxon, Benjamin Humphrey, 
Nathaniel Westover and Charles Humphrey-all belonging to 
Simsbury. They continued in the service till October." 

A1nong the papers on file in the office of the Secretary of 
State, is the following memorandum made by Gov. Talcott: 
" A brief account of the minutes of the Council of War Book, of 

men sent into the service this summer, from May 24, to October 6, 
1724: 
"After the Assembly rose, ten men were sent to Litchfield, till 

June 24. 
J unc 25-Four men sent to Litchfield from Hart.ford. 
June 30-M~jor Burr sent ten men, and Major Eles ten men, to 

New llilford and Litchfield. 
July 27-Six men sent from ,voodbury to keep garrison at She­

paug twenty days,.. 
July 30-1\Iajor Burr sent fifteen men, and Major Eles fifteen men, 

to New Milford, Shepaug and Litchfield. 
August 18-Fifteen men were improved in scouts under the com­

mand of Sergt Joseph Churchill,• at Litchfield and New ~filford; 
have orders sent to the 5th instant of October to draw off and disband. 

October, 1724 JOSEPH TALCOTT." 

The Assembly, at the October Session, voted " that the gar­
risons of soldiers at New Milford, Sbepaug and Litchfield, be 
forthwith drawn off and disbanded; and that Captain Joseph 
Minor, of Woodbury, give notice thereof to tbe officers under 
whose command said soldiers are, that they be drawn off ac­
cordingly, by sending a copy of this to said officers." 

• Sergt. Joseph Churchill, of Wethersfield, presented a Memorial to the General 
Aasemb1y, in .May, 1726, stating that during the prececling summer he had been em­
ployed in Bis Majesty's se"ice for fifteen weeks at Litchfield, but had received no 
pay for Sundays. He therefore asks pay for fifteen Scmda.ys. [ Grnnted by the Low­
er House ; lost in the Upper House.] 

6 
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By our Town Records it appears that on the 15th of October, 
1724, a Memorial to the General Assembly was agreed upon, 
and ordered to be signed by John Marsh, in the name of the 
town, and sent to New Haven by the hand of ~Ir. Tiinothy 
Collins, to be (L•~livcrcd to the Court. This Memorial is not 
on record, but is fortunately prcse,ed a1nong the files in the 
Secretary's Office in Hartford. It is an impressive and inter­
esting document, and eloquently details the trials and perils 
encountered by our fathers amid theso now peaceful scenes. 
It here appears in print for the first time : 

"AT a )Ieeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Litchfield, Oc­
tober the 15th, 182-1-

" A ME~IORIAL of the distressed statn of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Litchfield, ·which we humbly lay before the IIonornble General 
Assembly now sitting in New I-Iaven: 
MAY it please your Honors to hear us in a few thingg. _Inasmuch 

as there was a prospect of the war's moving into the8c parts the last 
year, the Go,,-emor anrl Council-movccl with· paternal regards for 
our safety-ordered Garrii,ons forthwith to be erected in this town. 
In obedience thereto, laying aside all other business, we engaged in 
that work, and built our fortifications without any assistance from 
abroad, whereby our seed-time in some measure wa.c; lost, and conse• 
quently our harvest this year i:-mall. The seat of the war in this col .. 
ony (in the whole course of the concluding summer,) being in this 
town, notwithstanding the special care taken of us by the Honorable 
Committee of ,var, and the great expense the colony has been at for 
our security, yet the circumstances of our town remain very diffi~uU 
in several respects. The danger and clmrgc of lnboring abroad is so 
great, that a considerable part of our improvable lands remote from 
the town lie unimprove<l, wberel>y we nre greatly impoYerished, so 
that many of our inhabitants are rendered incapable of paying their 
taxes which hal'e been granted for the ~cttling nnd mnintaiqing of oui 

. ministry and building a meeting-house, (which we are yet destitute of,) 
whereby that great work seems to be under a fatal necessity of bein@ 
neglected. 

Many of our Inhabitants nre drawn off, which renders us very weaki 
and unable to defend oursc}yes from the common enemy, and the du• 
ties of ,vatching nnd ,varding arc become very heavy. 

By reason of the late war, our lands are become of little value, · SCl 

that they who are desirous of selling, to subsist their families and de­
fray public charges which necessarily arise in a new pince, are una• 
ble to do it. Your humble petitioners therefore pray this HonorablE 
Court would be pleased to take thought of our difficult circumstanc~ 
and spread the garment of-pity over our present distress, which mo,·~ 
us to beg relief in several respects : 

1. That our deserting proprietors, who do not personally inhabit~ 
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mny be ordered to settle themselves or others upon their Rigl1ts, 
which will not only be an encouragement to those that tarry, and ren­
der our burden more tolerable, but prevent much charge to the colony. 

2. That our Inhabitants may be under some wages, that they may 
be capable of :-;ubsisting in the town, and not labor under the difficulty 
of war and famine together. 

3. That some addition be made to the price of billeting soldiers, 
especially for this town, where . the provision, at least a greater part 
of it, hath been fetched near twenty mile;; for the billeting of soldiers 
tbi~ year 

4. 'fhat some act be ma<le concerning Fortified Houses, that the 
people may have free liberty of the use of said llouses as there is 
occasion. · 

5. That there may be an explanation of the Act of the Governor 
and Council, made the last summer, which obliges every proprietor of 
a home lot to attend the military, by himself or some other person in his 
room, as the law directs, in case a person hath fifty pound~ in the 
public list; for many of onr deserters have put off their home lots and 
some of their lands, so that many of them ha,·e not a whole Right or 
a home lot in tbi~ place, and so escape execution upon that act. 

As to the Indians hunting in our woods, we-submit to your Honors' 
ordering that affi,ir as in your wisdom you shall think best for us. 

All of which we humbly recommend to the consideration of this 
Honorable Assembly, and ourselves your servants desiring lleaven:'s 
blessing to rest upon you, and that Goel Almighty mny be with you, 
to direct in all weighty affairs which are before you, and make you 
rich blessings in your <lay and generation, your humble petitioners 
shall, as in <luty bound, eYcr prny. JOHN MARSH, 

In the nnmc and by desire of the rest." 

On this ~Icmorial, a Co1nmittce of Conference was appoint­
ed by the two branches of the Legislature, consisting of Samuel 
Eells and }Ia.tthew Allyn, Esquires, on the part of the Upper 
House, and Capt. John Fitch, Capt. David Goodrich and Mr. 
George Clark, on the part of the Lower House. Tho result 
of their deliberations was embodied in tho following enactment, 
which passed botl1 Houses at the October Session, 1724 : 
'' UPON the l\lemorial of the Inhabitants of the Town of Litchfield.:_ 

Be it Enacted and Ordained, by the Governor, Assistants and Dep­
uties in General Court assembled, and by authority of the same, 

That whosoever hath or ought to have been an Inhabitant, and is 
a Proprietor of Lands within the said Town of Litchfield, or have de 
serted and left said Town since difficulties have arisen there on the 
account of an Enemy, and shall neglect, for the space of one month 
after the rising of this Assembly, to return to the said Town and there 
abide, or send some man in their room and stead to perform and do 

• the necessary duties of Watching and Warding, and the like, during 
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the continuance of the difficulties of the war, sball lose o.nJ forfeit all 
their right and estate in and upon any and all of the Lands aforesaid, 
and their estate, right and interest therein, unto the Corporation of 
Connecticut. .And Further, it is Provided, That if any other man, 
being now a Proprietor and Inhabitant, or a Proprietor and ought to 
have been an Inhabitant in said Town, shall hereafter, during the 
continuance of fear and danger -of the enemy, desert and leave the 
said Town, or neglect to repair thither and there personally abide, 
without constantly providing some other sufficient person in his room 
and stead, there to perform all duties as before mentioned in the 
case of those who have already deserted, shall likewise forfeit their 
estates in and to all the lands in the Town aforesaid, unto this Corpora­
tion. .And Further, it is Proi·ided, That upon complaint made to the 
Committee of ,var, at Hartford, of or against any such deserter, upon 
their satisfaction of the truth thereot~ the said Committee shall declare 
the forfeiture; and the said Committee are empowered to admit any 
other person who shall go and abide there in the room of the deserter. 
and perform the necessary duties as aforesaid, and he shall hereafter 
receive a grant from this Court of the estate escheated as aforesaid for 
his confirmation therein. 

And it is Funher Ordered, That five shillings per week sliall be 
allowed for billeting soldiers in Litchfield for the :;ummer last past." 

On the 18th of January, 1724-'5, a meeting of the inhabi-
ants of tho town was held, on which occasion it was voted 

that a Committee should be chosen " to consider of and n1ake 
application to the Council of ,var in behalf of the 'rown, for 
what they judge needful for the peace and safety of the Town 
in this ti1nc or trouble and danger." Rev. Tiinothy Collins, 
}Ir. N athaniol IIosforcl, Lieut. John Buel, Ensign Nathaniel 
S1nith, Sorgt. John Stoddard, l\Ir. Joseph Bird and l\Ir. John 
?.farsh, were appointed said Co1n1nittec: 

· At a Tc,wn lleeting held on the 10th of llay, 1725, " it was 
voted and agreed, that there shall forthwith be erected one 
good :and substantial l\Iount, or place conveni.e.nt for sentinels 
to stand in for the better discovering of the enemy and for the 
safety of said sentinels when upon their watch or ward; that 
is to say, one l\Iount at each of the four Forts that were first 
agreed upon and are already built in said 'rown, which 11:ounts 
shall be built at the Town's cost, by order and at the discretion 
of such men as the Town shall appoint to C7ersee and carry on 
tho above said work. At the sa1ne l\Ieeting, Voted, That Jo­
seph Kilbourn, shall take the care of building the l\Iount at the 
North Fort, and Samuel Culver shall take the care of building 
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the Mount at the East Fort, and Jacob Griswold at the West 
}'ort, and Joseph Bird at the South :E'ort." 

During the Legislative Session then next ensuing, the Com­
mittee already natned presented the following Mcn1orial, viz. : 

'· To the Honorable Governor, Assistants and Representatives, in Gen­
eral Court convened-
The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Litchfield humbly 

sheweth: That whereas your Petitioners, notwithstanding all that this 
Honorable Court hath done for us, which we accept with all thank­
fulness, remain under great trouble by reason of the war, which hath 
so much hindered us in our husbandy, which hindrance yet remains 
upon us, and hath already greatly shortened our crops. If the war 
continues, we shalJ scarcely be able to raise our bread-corn or support 
ourselves in this place, without some relief, either by putting our In­
habit.ants under some pay from the Government, or by some other 
way as your I-Ionors in your wisdom shall think best for the whole of 
the Inhabitants ; and that something be further done concel'ning our 
non-residents, by reason of whose absence we are great sufferers ; and 
tbat some act be made concerning liberty in ganison-houses; and that 
some money be granted for finishing our Garrisons, which we are 
very unab~e to do ourselves. All which your humble Petitioners 
submit to your 1-Ionors' great wisdom ; and that you may be made a 
rich and lasting blessing in· your day and generation, your Petitionert1 
shall, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

Dated at Litcbfield the 25th day of l\Iay, A. D, 1725 • 
• JOIIN IIAU8I-I, 
NATHANIEL 11OS:FORD, 
Til\lOTHY COLLINS, 
JOHN BUEL, 
JOSEPfI BIHD, 

Committee or 
Agents 

Town of 
Litchfield." 

Tho U ppcr IIouso appointed His II on or the Deputy Gov-
rnor and Major Wolcott a Comn1ittoc on tho Litchfield lle-
1orial; llajor John Burr and Messrs. Sey1nour and Leete 
ere appointed a similar Committee on the part of tJ1e Lo,ver 
ouse. Tho following Resolutions, which soon after passed 
th Houses, probably emanated from them : 

Tins Assembly, taking into considerntion the difficulties of the 
Town of Litchfield in this time of trouble with the Indians, and that 
sundry persons claiming Rights in said Town are not resident in 
the same, have therefore Resolved : 
1. That each person claiming a Right or Rights in said Town, that 
all not be constantly residing in said Town, sliall pay and forfeit, 
wards defraying the public charges in defending the same, the sum 
.£30 per annum for each Right he claims, and so pro rata fo1· any 
e he shall be absent without allowance f1·om Capt. l\farsh, John 
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Buel aml Nathaniel Hosford, or any two of them ; nnd by the same 
rule of proportion for pnrt Rights. .And if any such elaimer shall 
neglect payment of the saitl forfeiture at the time and to the Commit­
kc hereafter appointed in this Act, the ~aitl Committee are hereby 
fully empowered to ~di so much of the Lands in Litchfield claimed Ly 
such non-resid<~nt per~on, n.=1 will nnswer the sum ~o forfeited; aml all 
sale~ anu alienations made of ::;uch I..and:S hy the Committee, shall be 
good for the holdinn· the ~amc to the crrantee5 and their heir:; forever. 

0 r: 
And this .Assembly appoint l\Iajor Roger "'" olcott1 Capt. Nathaniel 

~~anley, l•:~q., and l\Ir. Thomas Seymour, a Committee to take accouru 
of nll fi.>rli.·itures that ~hall ari~c hy force of thi5 aet, and upon the non, 
paJment ot the :--ame, to makt~ s:tlc of tl1e l..an,1~ n:, aforesaid. I 

.Aud it -is }"'urtl,er Ordered, That n ll such forfeitures shall be pai 
to the said Committee at the State House in Hartford, on the tir 
l\Ionday in ,June, which will be in the Year 172G; an<l the said Co . . 
m1ttec are to deliver all such sun1 or smn5 as they :-:hall receive b 
f~,rce of this a'ct unto the Treasurer of thi;:; Colony, taking hb rccei 
for the ~arne-thc said Committee to make their acc·ounts with t 
Assembly in October, provided nevert hele~s that the Hight of Jose 
llarris i5 saved from nny forf'Piturc hy foree of this act. An1l it· 
further provhled, that if any ::-uch claiml·r shall keep an ahle-Lotli 
~oltlier in said Litchfield, who shall attend duty a5 t.hc Inhabitant:-; 
such claimer shall he excu~cd for l1is non-regidcnce during such tim 

2. And /t is Furtl,er J~"'nacted, 'fhat all houses that nre fortified· 
said _Town, shall be free for the u~c of the people antl sollliers in t 
garr1~on. 

3. That the Inliabitant5 of ~mid Town shall be allowed {i\·c sl1i 
i11g~ and :;ix penct~ per week for billeting soldier~. 

4. That l\lount~ shall be built in the Fo1·ts that nrc already ma 
in saitl Town, at tlic puLlic co:;t of the Colony; and Cnpt. l\larsh, Jo 
lluel and Nathanil'( llo~fonl, or any two of thC'm, :ire nppointed 
build the ~ame, keeping fair account:; of t h1..•ir doing:; herein, an<l 
the ::-:ame before the Committee for 1 he ":r-ar, who arc tlircctctl to gi 
onler;.; to the Treasure1· to pay what ::,;hall Le ju:;tly uuc to them 
tl1t·ir ~t·rvicn;. 

r,. That all ah\e.ho,liPd young men that are dwellers in said To 
nnd are ei,gltte«m yl'ar:-- old :md upward~, :mtl Jan·c no right to 
Land:,; in saiLl Town, and shall constantly rc::;ide therein until Oct 
nrxt, anu <lo duty with the Inhabitant~, shall be allowed three shill' 
per week out of the Public Trea:--ury, until October next, unlc~:s 
Coro11tittec for the \\Tai· in 1-Iartfortl shall orc.le1· to the contrary 
}>art of :-aid time. 

6. That every n.blc-bodied man that i5 fit for 8Crricc to the a 
tanee of the eommhisioned officers, that hat11 !\ Uigl1t in sai<l To 
and shall con:-tantiy reside therein and <lo his tluty according to 
command of the captain until October next, shall l,e nllowecl out of 
Treasury eighteen pence per week, unless the Committee for the 
shall or<lcr to the contrary for part of the time." 

In consequence of tl1e provision of the 4t11 Resolution, it 
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" roted, Thnt the persons appointed by the Town to take the care 
of lmiltlin~ the l\[ounts at tlw Fort~, ~hall proceecl no farther hy virtue 
of their orders from the Town, that so the l\Iounts ma.v be built at the ., 
d1ar~e of the Colony." 

At the san1e .Lcµ:i~lati,·c ~ession, )[c~sr~. Xathanicl "\Vat­
~on, of ,Yin<lsor, and )latthcw "\Yoodruff, or Far1niugton, each 
prc~entcd a petition for a bounty for having shot an Indian 
during the preceding su1n1ncr, while in the King's scr,·icc at 
Litchfield. The statc1ueuts of ~fcssrs. Sa1uucl Beebe, Shubael 
Griswold and Joseph Pinney, on the subject, arc on file in 
II art ford. The following is fro1n )fr. Bee he: 

'- 8,Drl"EL ll1u:nE, of lawful a~e, f<':-:tifieth nntl ~nith-Thnt he henrd 
::Matthew ,r ooclruff ~ay that he thought he hac.l not l'f ruck the Indian 
that he ::-hot at, hut thought he hacl o,·Clrshot him. The next morning 
we went out to the place where we Imel the fight, and then gnicl ,vat­
son went to the place where he stood ,\·hen he ~hot at the Indian, and 
tl1r.n directed a man to the ~pot where the Indian stood that he shot 
at, arnl there was the bloocl found very plentiful; ancl t ho::::e that were 
therf•, followed the Llood to the place where we <lirl think the said In­
flian <lid <lie, and further. The Indian that said ,vatson shot nt, was 
about six or seven rotls from the place where the Indian e-toocl that 
,Yoodrnff shotnt. 8Al\1UEL BEEBE. 

Litchficl<l, l\Iay the 24-, 1725." 
The annexed Petition is n.h;o copied fro1n the colonial files: 
'' To the Ilonoral,le ,Jos1-:rn TALCOTT, Governor of His l\Iajcst.y's 

Colony of Connecticut-\Vherea~, \Vhcn your humble l:>etitioncrs were 
impre:;sed to come up to Litchfldd to keep garri::;on, we were cncour­
ngctl hy our ollicers to comp, Lecaw,e it. wa.~ but for a little while we 
~houltl he continue,l here, ju~t till the lnhaLitant::i coul<l get their seed 
into the ground. That lm~incs:-; being oYer, ancl our necessity to be at 
home being n•ry great, we humbly pray your Ilonor t.u dismi~s or ex-

: chan~e us Ly the lwµ-inning of June ; whereby your Ilonor will great-
ly oblige your Humble Pctioners. JOSEPII HOSE, 

Litchfield, l\Iay 23, 172t,. In behalf of the rest." 

During the su!u1ner of 172;j, the war with the Eastern Indians 
still continued, though it does not appear that the people of 
Litchfield suflcred in consequence, except hy being kept in_~ 
state of' i-;nspense and anxiety. .A.t the October --scssi&il· o~e 
Legislature, it was voted that " foras1nuch as the continuance 
of tho unhappy war between ~Iassachusetts and the Eastern 
Indians is likely to endanger our frontiers, and the county of 
Ha1npshirc, this A.ssc1nbly c1npowers the Governor and the 
Co1n1uittcc of\Var at I-Iartford, to iiuprcss and send forth such 
forces as they shall thiuk ncedf ul to defend our own frontiers ; 
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and in case of a threatened attack upon Hampshire county, 
force may be sent to aid them, but they arc not compelled t 
keep garrison there.'' 

It is not until a year later, (October, 1726,) that the record 
give indication that any im1nediate danger was apprehende 
by the people of this town. .A .. t this <late, " upon news that tb 
Indian ene1ny ·were coining down upon our frontiers," it was 
resolved" that there be forthwith thirty effective n1en raised in 
the towns· of New Ha,cn and Wallingford, to marc11 to Litcb­
ficld, to be under the direction and co1nmand of Capt. J ol 
llarsh, of Litchfield, for the defense of said town-twenty o 
whom shall be raised in New Ha,·en, and ten in ,vallingford; 
and that a Sergeant 1narch with thc1n directly fro1n each o 
said towns; :i.nd that the l[ajor of the county 1nake out his 
orders to the Captain in said town accordingly." 

Twenty effective 1nen ""ere at the same time ordered im1no­
diately to ho raised in ~Iilford, and marched to New Milford, 
to be under the command of Capt. Stephen Nobles, for the de­
fense of that town. 

Captains John ?tlarsh and Stephen Nobles were directed at: 
once to "send forth small scouts, to call, and, in the name of 
the Assembly, to command, all the friendly Indians to retire 
to their respective towns or places where they belong, and 1101 

to be seen in the woods except with Englishn1en." The friend, 
ly Indians were to be employed for the defense of the frontiers. 
and for scouting-and were to be paid eighteen pence per day 
while engaged in the latter service, and twelve pence per day 
for warding and keeping garrison in to,vns. Five men were 
directed to be sent from ,v oodbury for the defense of Shepaug 
until the danger should be over. Captains Minor and Preston 
were directed to order their Lieutenants to see to it that the 
men '!ere forthwith sent. These men were placed under 
the command of Lieut. Ephraim ,varner. 

Though Li tchficld had been nominally incorporated, " with 
all the powers and privileges of the other towns in this colony," 
in 1719, she was yet '!'ithout a Patent, or Town Charter. It 
appears to have been regarded by the settlers as a matter of 
importance as ,vell as of etiquette, that the town should be 
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more fully recognized and protected, by letters patent under 
the great colonial seal. Accordingly, in May, 1723, John 
Marsh was appointed by his fellow-townsmen an Agent to apply 
to the General Assembly for this purpose-who presented to 
that body the following Petition: 
"To the Honorable Governor, Council and Representatives, in Gen­

eral Court assembled at Hartford, l\Iay 9th, A. D. 1723. The Pe­
tition of J OIIN MARSH, Agent for the Town of Litchfield, humbly 
sheweth: 
That this Honorable Assembly did give and grant to the Inhabi­

tants of said town of Litchfield, all that land lying north of the town 
of Waterbury, and to begin at ,v aterbury north-west corner, and from 
thence to run in a west line to Shepaug river and to bound east on 
Waterbury river, and west by said Shepaug, and to run north seven 
miles and a half; ns more at large by the record of said grant may 
appear. 

That the Inhabitants of said Litchfield, for great and valuable con­
siderations, have made a purchase of the said Lands of the towns of 
Hartford and ,vindsor, who had a claim thereto by virtue of a grant 
anciently made by this Assembly to them. 

That the Inhabitants aforesaid have, through many fatigues, perils 
and dangers, removed themselves and families thither, and undergone 
the great hardships of settling a new town; the which your IIonors 
will easily conceive to be attended with, since it is so remote a settle­
ment and a frontier to the government. So that if the blessing of 
Heaven shall rest upon them, as it hath hitherto seemed to smile upon 
the undertaking, there is a prospect that they in a short time may be­
come numerous, anil succeed in some measure proportionable to the 
views they first had th,~rein. 

That the lnhabitants, excited by an observation made on the unhap­
py disputes that have oft arisen in towns by a long delay of settling 
and ascertaining their bounds, and determining the property of the 
Lands within, and being desirous in time to secure themselves from 
such uncomfortable and almost undoing disputes, have procured their 
lines to be run and necessary monuments to be made therein, on the 
north and south of said Litchfield, the procuring whereof ( our present 
low circumstances considered, we being in our infiLncy ,) must needs 
be very burthensome. 

The said Inhabitants, by their Agent aforesaid, do therefore humbly 
pray this Honorable Assembly to give thein a more particular grant 
of the said town, and confirmation thereof, by a Patent under the seal 
of the Government, in due form, and your Honors' humble petitioners 
shall, as in duty bound, ever pray. JOHN l\IARSH." 

No sooner was this application known, than Woodbury sent 
in a remonstrance, particularly objecting to the southern 
bounds of Litchfield, as claimed by her. A Patent, however, 

7 
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was drawn up in due form, bearing date, May 19, 1724. For 
some cause, (probably on account of the continued remon­
strances of Woodbury,) the instrument. was not officially grant­
ed to the parties applying therefor, until several years subse­
quent to its date. In May, 1731, llcssrs. John Bird and Bcn­
jan1in Hosford, '" .Agents for the Proprietors of the Town of 
Litchfield," presented a Memorial to the Legislature, stating 
that they are yet without a Patent, and praying that " the 
difficulty and contention an<l impo~erishing lawsuits, because 
of an unsettled line, 1nay be prevented by a Patent according 
to our purchase and grant," as is therein expressed. The 
Legislature, in response, gave directions that the proprietors of 
Woodbury should he notified of tho application, and warned to 
appear before the Asse1nhly, au.tl show cause, if any they had, 
why the memorial should not be granted. As nothing further 
is found relating to the matter, it is presu1ned that the petition 
was this time successful. · A copy of the Patent is here given, . 
VlZ. : 

"THE Governor nncl Company of the English Colony of Connecticut' 
in New Englan<l, to all to whom these Present:; shall come, 
GREETING: 

KNOW YE, THAT the said Governor and Company, by virtue of 
the power granted unto them by our late sovereign, King Charles the 
Second, of blessed memory, in and by His 1\lajesty's Patent., under th 
great seal of England, dated the twenty-third day of April, in the fou 
teenth year of Hi:, l\Iaje.;;ty's reign, and in pursuance thereof and i 
General Court assembled., according to charter, did, by their act, mad 
May fourteenth, Anno Homini, 171 D, upon the humble pet.ition 
Lieut. ,John 1\Iarsh, of Hartford, within the imid Colony, and De 
John Buell, of Lebanon, grant unto the snid John l\Iarsh nnd Jo 
Buell, and partners, settler~, being in the whole fifty-seYen in numberi 
liberty to settle a town wt~stward of Farmington, in the county 
Hartford, at a p1ace called .lJantam, which town was to be in Ieng. 
east and west, eight mile~, tl1.t"ee quarters, anu twenty-eight rods, an, 
in breadth, seven mile5 and an half-to be bounded east on Mattatu 
river, west part on Shepaug river and part on the wilderness, no 
by the wilderne5s, and south by \Vaterbury bounds and a west Ii . 
from ,v aterbury corner to tlv~ said Shepaug river. And Orde 
that the said town shoulu l>e called by the name of LITCIIFIED, . 
more fully appears by tl1e said act. The said Governor and Compau· 
by virtue of the aforesaid power, and by their special act bearing ev .. 
date with these present$, for di,;ers gootl cau:Se5 and consideratio 
them hereunto mo\--ing, have given, granted, and by _these prese_n _ 
for themselves, their heirs o.nd successors, do fully, clearly and ab · 
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lutely give, grant, ratity and confirm, unto the said John Marsh and 
John Buell, and the re~t of the said partners, settlers of said tract of 
hind [in their actual, full and peaceable possession and seizin being] 
and to their heirs and assigns, and such as shall legally succeed and 
1·cpresent them, forever, [in such proportions as they, the said partners 
nml settlers, or any of them, respectively, have right in and are law­
fully posse~set.l of the same,] all the said tract of land now called and 
known by the name of Litchfield, in the county of Hartford aforesaid, 
be the same more 01· less, butted and bounded as followeth, viz: Be­
ginning at the north cast corner, at n tree with stones about it, standing 
in the crotch of l\Iattatuck river aforesaid, and running southerly by the 
:1ic.le of said rh·cr until it mect5 with ,vatcrbury bounds, where is a 
well known white oak tree stan<ling about fifteen rods west of said 
Mattatuck river, anciently marked with IS: JN: Frc;,m thence run­
ning west twenty three degrees thirty minutes south, to two white oak 
trees growing out of one root, with stones about them, an,l west one 
mile and a half to ,v aterbury north west corner bound mark ; and 
from thence west five degrees thirty minutes north to Shepaug river, 
where is a tree and stones nbout it butting upon Waterbury township; 
then beginning at the first mentioned tree by l\.Iattatuck river and run­
ning westward into the wilderness, to an oak tree marked and stone~ 
laid around it ; then south to a crotch in the Shepaug river; and thence 
by the westermost branch of Shepaug rh·er to \Voodbury bounds. 
And also all and singular, the lands, trees, woods, underwoods, wood­
grounds, uplands, arable lam.ls, meadows, moors, marshes, pastures, 
ponds, waters, rivers, brooks, fishings, fowlings, hunting~, mines, min­
erals, quarries, and precious stone~, upon and within the said land. 
And all other rights, members, hereditament~, easements and com­
modities whatsoever,to the sn~e belonging or in any wise appertaining, 
so butted and bounded as is herein before particularly expressed or 
mentioned, and the reversion or the reversions, remainder or remain­
ders, rights, royalties, pri\'ilcgcs, powers or jurisdictions whatsoever, 
of and in all and singular the said tract of land and premises hereby 
granteil, and of and in any and every part and parcel thereof. And 
the rents,services and profits to the same incident, belonging or apper­
taining-To Have and to Hold all the said tract of land, and all and 
singular other the premises hereby given or granted, or mentioned, or 
intended to be granted, with all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereof, unto the said John Marsh and John Buell, and the rest of the 
partners, settlers of the same, their heirs and assigns, to their only 
proper use, benefit and behoof, forever; and to and for no other use, 
:intent or purpose whatsoever. And the said Governor and Company, 
or themselves and tbeir successors, have given and granted, and by 
hese presents do give and grant, unto the said John l\Iarsh and John 

uell, and t.he rest of the partners, settlers of the tract of land herein 
afore granted, their heirs and assigns; the said tract of land so butted 
nd bounded as aforesaid, shall from time to time and at all times for­
ver hereafter, be deemed, reputed, denominated, and be an entire town 
f itself, and s'1all be called and known by the name of LITCHFIELD, 
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in the county of Hanford, and that the aforesaid partnen., settlers and 
inhabitants thereof, shall and lawfully may from time to time and at. 
all times, forever hereafter have, ose, exercise and enjoy all such rights, 
powers, privileges, immunities and franchises, in and among them­
selves, as are given, granted, allowed, used, exercised and enjoyed, to, 
by, and amongst the proper inhabitants of other towns in this Colony, 
according to common approved custom and obser\"ance ; and that the 
&aid tract of land and premises hereby granted as aforesaid, and ap­
purtenances, shall remain, continue and be unto the said John Man;h 
and John Buell, and the rest of the partners, settlers, their heirs and 
assigns, in proportion aforesaid forever, R good, peaceable, pure, peI"­
fect, absolute and indefea8ible estate of inheritance in fee simple, to 
be holden of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, as of His Majesty's 
Manor of East _Greenwich in the County of Kent, in the Kingdom of 
England, in free and common soccage, and not in capite, nor by 
:Knight's service-Yielding therefor, and paying unto our Sovereign 
Lord, King George, his heirs and successors forever, one fifth part of 
all ore of gold and silver which, from time to time and at all times 
forever hereafter, shall be there gotten, had or obtained, in lieu of all 
aervices, duties and demands whatsoever. 

Ix w1nmss WHEBEOF, The said Governor and Company have 
caused the Seal of the said Colony to be hereunto affixed. . 

Dated at HartjO'l'd, May tAe l 9tk day, .Anno repi regi, ~cimo 
Guwgii Mag'~ Brief a, Fran'~, Rybern' <B, ..4.nnoqus Domini, 
0., Tlunuand &oen Bundred and T'UJenty-Four, 1724. 

G. SALTO:MSTALL, Governor. 
By order of tlie Governor and 1 

Company in General Court 
assembled. 

H1tz. W TL LIS, Secretary." [SEAL.] 



CHAPTER IV~ 

IUSCELLANEOUS EVENTS. 

Tu1 preceding Memorials and ResolYes so vividly portray 
the hardships and dangers here experienced by our ancestors, 
in their efforts to subdue the wilderness and render it a fitting 
abode for civilized men, that any extended comments would be 
quite superfluous. Indeed, little can be known of their histo­
ry during the period of which we have written, except what is 
gleaned from these plaintive yet manly expositions of their cir­
cumstances and feelings. It is difficult for us-surrounded 
as we are with the blessings of Peace snd Plenty-to realize 
that our predecessors amid these very scenes, were thus exposed 
to the combined evils of war and famine-bringing their food 
through the woods a distance of twenty miles; tilling their 
fields only when protected by an armed guard; men, women 
and children, from time to time flying in alarm to the garrisons 
for safety; and the whole adult male population of the town 
compelled, in turn, to keep public watch and ward through & 

succession of years i at the same time, clearing off the forests, 
hunting wild beasts, and fighting the common enemy! Is it. 
not a matter of surprise as well as of gratitude, that during the 
entire continuance of the war on our frontiers, but one inhab­
itant of Litchfield fell a victim to savage violence ? 

The reader will have noted the interesting fact, that Roger 
Wolcott ( afterwards Governor) was, even at this early period, 
actively engaged in devising measures for the protection and 
defense of this town-little imagining, probably, that here his 
descendants were destined to find l1omes so cherished, and to 
act so distinguished a part, during the succeeding century. 

In a preceding chapter we have seen that the territory now 
embraced within. the limits~ of this tmvnship, was covered by 
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the Charter granted by Charles II. of England, in 1662, to the 
Governor and Company of the Colony of Connecticut ; that in 
1687, the colonial governn1ent conveyed it to the towns of 
Hartford and Windsor; that in 1716, committees appointed by 
these towns, purchased of the Indians all their right and inter­
est therein; that in 1719, co1nmittees of these towns sold and 
conveyed these lands to John Marsh, John Buel, and their 
associates, in fee, for what was considered a fair equivolent. 
These latter gentlemen became the first individual owners of 
the specific tracts which were from thne to tin1e surveyed and 
laid out to them. 

It would seem that for some years after the settlement of the 
township, Hartford and '\Vindsor continued to exercise a kind 
of guardianship over the affairs of Litchfield. Thus, in Feb­
ruary, 1722-'3, Messrs. Hosford and Bnel were appointed to 
treat with the committees of these towns concerning the non­
resident proprietors of Litchfield. A.t a town meeting held 
on the 1st of April, 1724, it was " voted that the committees 
of Hartford and Windsor choose inhabitants;" and in case 
these committees should select for residents any whom the 
authorities of this town should regard as "not wholesome," 
it was provided that the character of the new-comers should be 
judged by indifferent men, and if by them declared to be good 
inhabitants, then the cost was to be paid by Litchfield-other­
wise, the cost was to be paid by the committees referred to. 

EYcn during the prevalence of the Indian wars, though 
much of their time was necessarily engrossed in providing for 
the means of subsistence and defense, our fathers were not 
unmindful of the ordinary duties pertaining to them as public­
spirited citizens. Divers matters of a miscellaneous character 
came up for consideration in their town meetings, some of 
which will be noted in this chapter. 

The lowlands, south-west of the village-bordering upon 
Bantam River, the Little Pond, and Bantam Lake-are known 
on our early records as "Bantam Swamp, or the Flooded 
Lands." They cover about six hundred acres; and, having 
been nearly free from timber and brush at the time of the first 
settlement, they we1~ regarded as very valuable on account of 
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the grass. In the original allotinent of lands to the first pro 
prietors, each Right entitled the owner to four acres of meadow 
in this swa1np. After all had thus received equal sl1ares, a 
subsequent division of the balance was made. 

As early as A.pril 5, 1725, Lieut. John Buel and Nathaniel 
Hosford were ~' appointed to state the bounds of the Flooded 
Lands, in order to laying out the same ; and if said Hosford 
and Buel cannot agree, then Joseph Kilbourn to be the tl1ird 
man to help in said work." At the same meetiug, it was voted 
" that the clerk record uo land laid out upon the Little Plain, 
until the difference concerning the same be issued." In order 
to understand the purport oft.he 1!1St record, it should be stated 
that a controversy had sprung up between Joseph Bird and 
Nathaniel Hosford, on one side, and the remaining proprietors 
on the other side-as to whether the "Little Plain" was a part 
of Bantam Swamp and ought to be laid out as such. The dis­
pute waxed warm; and it was at last determined to appoint 
two arbitrators from out of town, who should have power to 
select a third. The gentlemen agreed upon by the contending 
parties, were, Capt. Joseph Hawley and Mr. Samuel Root, both 
of Farmington, who made choice of Ensign Nathaniel Wads­
worth, also of Farmington, to assist them in the arbitration. 
They made the following Report-

" WE, ·the subscribers, having heard the pleas of both parties, and 
considered them with the reeords, concerning the land in controversy, 
are of opinion and do give it as onr judgment, that the land called 
the Litt'/e Plain is no part of Bantam Swamp, nor ought to be laid out 
in lieu thereof; and that it is free to be laid out to make up the addi­
tion to the ten acre lots. 

The charge of the arbitration is seventeen shillings ; and we order 
that Lieut. Buel and John Bird pay the said charge-to Capt. Haw­
ley seven shillings, to Ensign Wads worth four shillings, nnd t.o Samuel 
Root six shillings. JOSEPH HA \\rLEY, 

NATH'L WADSWORTH. 
Farmington, Feb. 25, 1725-'6. SAMUEL ROOT." 

At a town meeting held, Dec. 21, 1725, (Mr. John Buel, 
oderator ,) Messrs. Jacob Griswold, Benjamin ·w ebster and 

ohn Marsh, ,vere appointed a committee to survey Bantam 
wamp. · In November, 1726, a tax of ten shillings on each 
ight was laid, to be expended by a committee in " lowering 
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the natural ponds for the draining of the swamp;" and Messrs. 
John Buel, J runes Church and Joseph Bird, were appointed 
said committee. The object intended, boweve·r, appears not to 
have been accomplished ; for in March, 1731, and a.gain in 
January, 1732, it was voted to make application to the Governor 
and Council for the same purpose. On the 30th of April, 1733, 
a vote was passed "to offer unto the Governor and Council 
Capt. Joseph Minor and Capt. William Preston, of Woodbury 

. ' 
and Dea. Nathaniel Baldwin, of Litchfield, as a committee for 
the proprietors of Bantam Swamp, in order to commissionate 
them to drain said Swamp," &c. Many years afterwards, by 
blasting away the rocks and erecting a dam on the outlet of 
Bantam Lake, the swamp was partially drained; but even now, 
dv.ring freshets or long rains, they are frequently overflowed . 

.As was the case with the settlers of the New England towns 
generally, the founders of Litchfield regarded the subject of 
education as a matter of primary importance. As stated else.. 
where, one sixtieth part of the township (about seven hundred 
acres,) was originally set apart for tbe support of schools. I~ 
December, 1725,eight pounds were appropriated from the town 
treasury " for l1iring school-masters -and school-dames" to in~ 
struct the children in rending and writing for the year nex 
ensuing ; and a like sum was ordered to· be raised by a ta · 
upon the parents or guardians of the children, to be gathere 
by the town collector. Messrs. Marsh, Buel, Hosford an . 
Goodrich, were chosen a school committee. Two years later 
ten pounds were paid out of the public treasury for the sam 
object, with the proviso that four pounds of this sum should 
given for the support of a writing school, and the balance" ft 
teaching of children by scl1ool dames'' -from which we are 
infer that the female teacbers did not giYe instruction· in w 
ting. The first· reference made by the records relative 
buildi-ng a scl,ool house, is contained in tbe doings of a to 
meeting held Dec. 23, 1731-(Mr. Joseph Kilbourn, Moderator 
-which is as follows : " Voted to build o. school house in 
center of ye town, on ye Meeting-House Green ; and Jose _ 
Kilbourn, Jr., Ebenezer Marsh and Jolin Gay, were·chose11.· 
committee to carry on said work." At the same time it · 
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Yotocl to build the school house twenty feet square. The school 
committee were authorized to hire a school-master and set up a 
school during the succeeding fall and winter. 

Messrs. Jacob Gris;old and Beiuamin Gibbs were appointed 
in December, 1727, to run the lines and set up monuments 
" between the School Lots and Pine Island." 

The question as to how the School Lands should be disposed 
of to the best advantage, appears to have been very difficult to 
!settle. On tbe 12th of March, 1729, it was voted ~o sell them 
1 for one thousand pounds; and Messrs. Marsh and Bird were 
designated to manage the sale. Some one, doubtless, called in 
question the right of the town to 1na.ke such a sale ; as, a week 
later, the inhabitants, in general town n1eeti11g convened, ap-
pointed Mr. Marsh their Ag~nt to apply to the General Assem­
ly " for liberty to make sale of the school lands in witchfield.'' 
he application was unsuccessful ; but the people soon found 
way to evade the letter of the law. On the 29th of Novem­
r, 1729, it was "voted that the School Right in Li_tchfield 

hould be leased out for the maintenance of a school in said 
itchfield for nine /1,undred and ninety-nine years _ensuing." 
e~srs. Marsh, Buel, Hosford and Bird, were appointed a com· 
ittee to lease the lands accordingly. As if apprehensive that 

ven this lease might ultimately expire and thus give their 
escendants unnecessary trouble, with a far-reaching glance 
nto futurity, they proceeded to bind their successors "in ye 
ecognisance of ten thousand pounds lawful 1noney, to give a 
e.w lease of said Rig/1,t at the eud of said term of uiue hun­
red and ninety-nine years, if tltere sltall be occasion" ! 
In pursuance of these votes, the committee appointed for 

hat purpose, on the 15th of April, 1730, leased to sundry in-
ividuals the School Right for the time designated; the grantee 
aying twenty-seven pounds annually for eight years, for the 
upport of the School; and the ninth year, paying to the 
electmen four hundred and fifty pounds, to be forever kept for 
he support of a. School in Litchfield. To the lease was an­
exed the following 
"PosTSCRIPT.-Before signing and sealing, the above-men­

. oned signers and sealers agreed, that whoever occupies and 
8 
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improves all the above land or lauds, or any part of them, shall 
pay all rates or taxes that shall arise upon them or any part o 
them, during the whole term of the lease." 

In the year 1767, it was "voted to divide tho money for 
which the School Right was sold, between the old Society, th 
South Farms Society, and the Church of England, in proportio 
to the list of each part.,, 

The subject of" seating the meeting-house," often came u 
for action in town meeting, and produced not a little comm 
tion. In some of the old towns whence the Litchfield settle 
came, the following order was observed in this matter, viz. 
1. Long public service. 2. Dignity of descent. 3. Rank ·. 
the Grand List. 4. Age. 5. Piety, &c. This order was i 
good degree discarded by our early Litchfield ancestors. V 
rious methods were tried by them, but generally without an.· 
very satisfactory result. In December, 1785, the town appoin .: 
ed as a committee for t~1is work, the following persons, viz 
Sergt. Culver, Joseph Kilbourn, Jr., Ebeneier Marsh, Joh 
Gay and Supply Strong. At the same time this commit 
were thus.instructed to act, to wit : " Every man's list for fo 
years past shall be added together, and every man's age 
reckoned at twenty shillings per year, to be added to his list 
and for them that have not four lists, they shall be seated 
the 'last list, or according to the discretion of the committee. 

The committee proceeded according to these instruction. 
but the result did not suit. Their doings were ordered to : 
set aside; a new committee was appointed, with no other i : 
structions than to act in accordance with their best judgmc : 
in the premises. Their action, for a wonder, was silently · 
quiesced in on tbis occasion. 

In December, 1726, it was ordered that the people should ·: 
notified of the occurrence of each Town Meeting, '' by a no 
set up on the sign-post and on the grist-mill door, seven da 
bef(?re the meeting; and said note shall specify the time a 
place and affairs of the meeting ; and the Grand Meeting sh 
be on the 2d Tuesday in December annually." At a la · 
date, notices of town meetings were directed to be " posted . 
all the griat·mill doors, and on the school-house door in Sou 
Farms." 
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In May, 1728, it was l"Oted to petition the General Assembly 
for a tax upon all the undivided land in the town not already 
put in the list, of five shillings per hundred acres, each year for 
the space of four years. The prayer of the petitioners was read­
ily granted, and i11 the following December, }I essrs. Marsh and 
Buel were api,ointed to lay tlte tax "according to the grant 
made by the Assembly." 

Our boundary lines have not uufrequently called for the 
action of the town. Naugatuck river on the east, and the 
Sbepaug (in part) on the west, are "natural boundaries" 
which could not easily be mistaken. The north and south 
bounds, l1owever, were for a long tiine not very clearly defined. 
In the words of the Patent, the town was bounded" north by 
tke wilderness," and south by Woodbury and Waterbury, with 
no other visible bounds than marked trees and heaps of stones. 
In the Patent prel"iously granted to Woodbury, that town is 
described as being" bounded north by the commons~" It is 
fair to presume, that when the trees and stone-heaps disap­
peared, some doubts might arise as to the precise locality of 
the lines described. 

I~ appears by the public records that as early as 1727, the 
accounts of Messrs. Joseph Bird, James Kilbourn and John 
Bird were adjusted " for meeting the Woodbury men, in order 
to pera1nbulate." Ayear later, Messrs. Nathaniel Hosford 
and John Bird were chosen agents "to act in the controversy 
between Litchfield and Woodbury." In 1731, the gentlemen 
last named were re-appointed on a committee for a like pur­
pose-or, as the record has it, " to enquire and make search 
what light can be had concerning our line against Woodbury." 
Subsequently, during the same year, it was voted in town 
meeting to" take some method to settle our south-west bounds 
accordifig to our Grand Deed and Grant." At the same meet­
ing, Messrs. Hosford and Bird were chosen" to carry on said 
affair, and trying to agree, and to agree, with Woodbury; and 
if they don't agree with them, to go to the General Court next, 
and endeavor to get a Patent according to our Deed and 
Grant." A tax of three shillings waf:t laid on each undivided 
Right, to defray the expenses. Som~ eleven years after, (in 
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May, 17 42,) the records inform us that this tax of three shill .. 
ings on a Right had proved insufficient for the purpose intended,. 
and a further tax of one shilling and six-pence on each Right 
then undivided, was laid for the furtherance of the same Jbject. 
How the controversy with \Voodbury was finally settled, does 
not appear. The only alteration of any consequence, eve·r made 
in our limits as originally defined, was in this- south-west cor­
ner of the town. Litchfield, at this point, formerly ran down: 
some distance below the junction of the Bantam with the She,, 
paug, embracing the beautiful valley south of Mount Tom, then 
and still known as "Davies' Hollow." Upon the incorpora.. 
tion of the town of Washington, in 1779, ( which l1ad previously 
been a part of .Ancient Woodbury,) the Litchfield line was so 
altered as to run across the top of Mount Tom, thus ceding 
Davies' Hollow, and the lands adjacent, to Washington. 
Litchfield, in town meeting assembled, at first resolved to op­
pose this summary method of robbing ber of a portion of her 
original domain, and appointed the Hon. Andrew Adams an 
Agent to appear before the General Assembly in her behalf. 
It was subsequently voted not to oppose the project ; and, in 
stead, Colonel Adams was appointed to present a Petition t(J 

the Legislature that the town of ,vashington be cited to" reg­
ulate the line of the town." The line was soon after amicably 
agreed upon, and has not since been a, subject of contention. 

In Dece1nber, 17 53, Capt. Stodda1·d and Supply Strong were 
appointed a committee to " 1neasure from the crotch of the 
Shcpaug river to the north-west corner of the town, with Mr. 
Roger Sher1nan, County Surveyor." 

There seems also to have been some uncertainty and dispute 
respecting our northern boundary, though the matter nevei 
assumed a serious aspect. At a town meeting in February1 
1745-'6, Messrs. John Buel, Joseph Bird and Supply ~trongi 
were appointed a committee" to settle the line between Litch 
field and Goshen and Torrington." In May, 1754, Messrs, 
Ebenezer Marsh and Benjamin Webster " were appointed 
Agents to represent the town with respect to the north lin~ 
before the General Assembly at Hartford;" and in Februari 
1755, Captain Moses Stoddard and Messrs. Supply Strong an4 
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Jonathan Kilbourn, were appointed '' to go with the Surveyor 
of the County to the North Line of Litchfield." 

The colonial files contain a statement in tl1e hand-writing of 
the famous Roger Sherman, and bearing his signature, giving 
a minute account of the running of the north line of Litchfield, 
by him, as County Surveyor, in 17 54 ; also several affidavits 
on the same subject from Edward Phelps, Moses Stoddard, 
Jonathan Kilbourn, Supply Strong, Ebenezer Buel, Thomas 
Catlin, John Bird, and others. As the bounds, however, were 
subsequently fully established in accordance with the claims 
of this town, and have not been a matter of controversy for the 
last eigbty years, the publication of the evidence adduced can 
answer no good purpose. 

The boundaries of South Farms were established and defined 
in 1767; those of Northfield in 1794; and those of Milton in 
1795-at the time of the organization of these parishes. 

It is an interesting fact, and one not generally known, that 
t,J,,e town of Gos/1,e·n was o,:ganiz-ed at tlte house of Dea. John 
Buel in West-stt·eet, in this village, ~hich stood on the site now 
owned and occupied by Mr. Thpmas Leverett Saltonstall. On 
the 27th of September, 1738, the proprietors of Goshen (orL 
ginally called New Bantam,) met at the place designated, 
11.nd elected Dea. Buel Moderator, and _Capt. Joseph Bird, 
Clerk. They then adjourned to meet at the same place at 8 
o'clock the next morning, when the organization of the town 
was completed. Dating from this day, the centennial anniver­
sary of Goshen was celebrated on the 28th of Septe1nber, 1838 
-on which occasion an interesting historical discourse was de­
livered by the Rev. Grant Powers. Several of the original 
proprietors of Goshen were residents of Litchfield. 

}Ir. Morris remarks-" Many years after the settlement of 
his town, deer, bears, and wild-turkeys, were numerous. 
eer and bears were taken by hunters between the years 1760 
nd 1770, and turkeys at a later period. ,vnd-cats occasion­
Uy visit.-us, and destroy sheep and lambs. A small tract near 
be north-east part of the town, is rough and ledgy, and affords 
hem a refuge from hunters and their dogs. Considerable 
ischi~f was done by them in the winter of 1811-'12." 
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Mr. Gibbs, the historian of the Administrations of Washing­
ton and Adams, ( vol. i. p. 9,) writing o_f the boyhood of the 
yow1ger Wolcott, (1765-'78,) draws the following picture of 
this town as it was seventy and eighty years ago :-" At a pe­
riod much later than this, Litchfield was on the outskirts of 
New England ciYilization, and presented a very different aspect 
from its now venerable quiet. The pickets which guarded its 
first dwellings were not yet decayed. The Indian yet wandered 
through its broad streets, and hunters as wild as our present 
borderers, chased the deer and the panther on the shores of the 
lake. The manners of its inhabitants were as simple and prim­
itive as those of their fathers a century back, in the older set­
tlements on the Connecticut. Traveling was entirely on 
horseback, except in winter, and but a casual intercourse was 
carried on with the distant towns. Occasionally, and more 
frequently as they became more interesting, tidings reached 
them from Boston, and even from the old world." 

There are persons yet living, wlu:~ remember when bears-and 
wolves were hunted in " Blue Swamp," and deer and wild­
turkeys were frequently seen _within two miles of the Court 
House;• .when Indians, in companies of twenty or thirty, were 
accustomed to make their annual visits to this town, encamp­
ing on Pine_ Island or along the lake-sl1ore-the men employ• 
ing themselves in hunting and fishing, while the squaws made 

. and peddled baskets and brooms. Foxes, minks, n1uskrats, 
rabbits, w·oodchucks and raccoons, arc now frequently trapped 
within the limits of this township. Snipes, quails, partridg~ 
and wild-ducks, frequent our woods or lakes ; while our watenj 
abound in trout, suckers, eels, perch, roach, and pike or pie · 
erel. The pickerel, however, is not a nati-ve. In April, 1779 
the town voted, " on request of Capt. John Marsh, that h 
might have the exclusive Pickerel Fishing in the Loon [ o. 
Cranberry] Pond, for the space of twenty years, provided h 
sl1all at his own expense procure Pickerel to breed and prop 

•Capt. Salmon Buel, (now in bis 92d year,) has seen wild deer in the swamp betwe 
his present residence and tho village. Mr. Amos Benton informs we that in 177 '· 
(he _then being a small child,) a bear passed but a few rods from him, while hew 
playing by the brook near his present residence. The alarm was given, and bis fatb · 
and aome or the nei1hbors started in purauit-but did not 1ucceed in killln,; him. 
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gate therein, in a reasonable time." It seems,. however, that 
no advantage was taken of this privilege ; but ·in the winter of 
1809, twenty-eight pickerel were brought from a pond in South­
wick, Massa.cbusetts, and put into Cranberry Pond. Their 
progeny has greatly increased, so that they arc caught in abun­
dance in the several lakes of the township. In Bantam Lake 
they often grow to a large size-sometimes weighing five and 
a half and even six pounds. They are familiarly termed by 
our fishermen, " Bantam Shad," and find a ready. market in 
the village, as well as afford congenial sport to amateur anglers 
from city and country. By-Laws have from tin1e to time been 
passed by the town for the protection of our " fisheries," by 
prohibiting tho drawing of seines and nets, which have had a 
good effect. 

Of the Indians who inha~ted this township previous to its 
settlement by the whites, comparatively little can now be 
gleaned. President Stiles, in his "Itinerary," tells us the 
Bantam Indians were 011 terms of allegiance with the Scata­
cooks, the Pootatucks, and Weatogues. Mr. Cothren supp0-
sos they were but a clan of the Pootatuck or Woodbury tribe. 
This seems not improbable, as the aboriginal names signed to 
the purchase-deed of Litchfield, ( dated at Woodbury, March 
2d, 1715-'16,) are all mentioned in the list of sachems, saga­
mores and principal men of that tribe. So1ne of them dol~bt.. 
less belonged in Bantam, and were fan1iliar with the bounµs of 
the territory disposed of. 1.,he fact, too, that a "resorvatipn}' 
was required for the hunting houses of the clan, favors such a 
supposition. Chusqueuoag and )V croamaug ( or Raumaug) 

' whose names stand first on the deed-01ie as a grantor and 
the other as a witness-were Sachems of the Wyant~nucks, 
who were the nearest neighbors of the Bantams on the west, 
and, (according to the same authority,) constituted another 
clan of the Pootatucks. 

We have seen how much trouble was occasioned to the early 
settlers by the savages. It is by no means certain, however, 
that the murderers of Harris or the capturers of Griswold be. 
longed to the Bantam clan. The Mohawks-a fierce, warlike, 
roving tribe-were & terror not 9nly to the whites but to all 
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the Indian tribes of ,vestern Connecticut. Even in times of 
peace, they were acc~stomed to make their annual visits to the 
sea-side for purposes of fishing-subsisting, on their excursions, 
by plundering their weaker brethren along the route. ,vith 
the fearful cry-" We arc come, we are come, to suck your 
blood!" they rushed on from one ha1nlet or encampment to 
anothe1·, spreading terror before them, and leaving little but 
desolation behind them. When they made their appearance1 

the Connecticut Indians would raise the cry from hill to hili 
-" The Mohawks! the Mohawks !" and fly to some place of 
refuge, without attempting any defense. S01netimes they were 
pursued to the very threshold of their wigwams, and slain in 
the presence of their fa1nilies. It is stated that in these and 
other cases of sudden alarm, all the tribes on the Housatouic, 
and between the Housatonic and the Naugatuck, could com .. 

• 
municate with each other, from the Sound two hundred miles 
northward, in a few hours, by cries and rude telegraphic signals 
from a chain of "Guarding Heights" which they had estab-: 
lishe~ One of these "Heights" was Mount Tom in Litchfield.• 
As thL ;antam fishing-grounds ,vere nearly in a direct line_ 
from t : ,e Mohawk country to the Sound at Milford, ( which 
was long their favorite .place of resort,) they would naturally 
enough pass this way. On the borders of our Great Lake they 
would encounter not only the native clans of the vicinity, but 
others who had come hither to fish and hunt. If there were 
warriors enough on the ground to make a stand against tl1e 
intruding llohawks, a fierce and bloody conflict would ensue. 
That such battles have been fought on the now quiet rural 
shores of our beautiful lake, and for a mile or two northward: 
is clearly indicated by the stone arrow-heads which are scattere .: 
in such profusion in the soil. It is true, they are found · 
other parts of the township, but nowhere in such abundan , 
as in the locality described. The writer remembers, as on 
of the pastimes of his childhood, following in the furrow b . 
hind the plowman, on the \Vest Plain, for the express purpos 
of picking up these interesting memorials of a by-gone race­
then, of course, regarded simply as playthings. These arrow 

•Cothren's Hiat. of Ancient.Woodbury, p. 87. 
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1eads are of various shapes and sizes, and arc made of different 
inds of flint-black, white, red, and yellow ; showing them to 
ave been manufactured by different and probably distant 
ribes. Divers other Indian relics have, in years past, been 
ound in Litchfield, but, by reason of the want of some conven­
ent place of deposit, they have generally been scattered and 
ost. Some ofthese,accordingto the accounts we have received, 
ere of curious and skillful workmanship. Since the organ­
ation of "The Litchfield County Historical and-Antiquarian 
ociety ," in 1856, quite a variety of stone hatchets, pestles, 
rrows, pipes, chisels and dishes, have found their way into its 
abinet. In the autumn of 1834, a piece of" aboriginal sculp­
ure" was found in this town, which is thus noticed by the 
nquirer of October 2d, of that year :-•' A discovery of a sin .. 

ar CARVED STONE IMAGE, or BUST, representing the head, neck 
d breast of a human figure, was made a few days since on 
e Bantam River, about forty or fifty rods above the mill-dam, 
alf a mile east of this village. Some boys happened to dis-
over near the banks, the head of the figure projecting above 
e ground, which so excited their curiosity that they imme­

iately dug it out and conveyed it to the mill, where it i8 for 
1e present deposited. The image, which is apparently that 
f a female, is carved from a rough block of the common gran­

' some part of which is considerably decayed and crumbly, 
et must have required more patient and persevering labor 
an generally belongs to the character of the r,,ati-ves ; and 
ough in point of skill and taste, it falls something short of 
recian perfection, it is certainly 'pretty well for an Indian.' 
or what purpose it was intended-whether as an idol fc,r 
orship, or the attempt of some fond admirer to preserve and 

ortalize the lovely features of his dusky fair one, or 
hether it was merely a contrivance of some long-sighted wag 
old to set us Yankees a-guessing, or even whetl1er it is one 

undred or five hundred years old-all is unrevealed; though 
o doubt some tale is hanging thereby, if we could only find it 
t .. All our American antiquities have this interesting pe­
liarity, that we know nothing of their history. We have not 
en the twilight of fabulous story to relieve our curiosity. 

9 
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The Past is ·hidden in deeper obscurity than the Future." T · 
curious relic is now preserved in the cabinet of Yale Colle 

Presuming our historians are correct in the opinion that t 
Pootatuck Tribe was spread over the present townships 
Woodbury, Bethlem, Litchfield, New Milford and Washingt 
whatever relates to them can hardly prove uninteresting 
my readers. 

It has been asserted that the Pootatucks sometimes otfe 
Auman sac·ri.fi,ces to appease or propitiate their gods. In p , 
of this, President Stiles in his "Itinerary" preserves an 
cowit of a great powowing, which took place at a village 
this tribe, about the year 1720. Mr. De Forest gives the s 
stance of Dr. Stiles' account, as follows: The scene was 
nessed by a Mrs. Bennett, then a little girl; and after · 
death, was related by one of her children to the Preside 
The ceremonies lasted three days, and were attended by 
or six hundred ln~ans, many of whom came from dis 
towns, as Hartford and Farmington. While the Indians, e : 
ted by their wild rites and dark superstitions, were standing 
a dense mass, a little girl, gaily dressed and ornamented, 
led in among them by two squaws, her mother and aunt. 
she entered the crowd, the Indians set up their" high 
wows," howling, yelling, throwing themselves into str 
postures, and making hideous grimaces. Many w~ite pe ' 
stood around gazing at the scene; but such was the exci' 

I 

state of the savages, that, although they feared for the chil 
safety, none of them dared to interfere, or to enter the cro 
After a while the two squaws emerged alone from the p _ 
stripped of all their ornaments, and walked away, shed · 
tears and uttering mournful cries. The informant, deeply. 
terested in the fate of one so near her own age, ran up to · 
two women, and asked them ,vhat they had done with the 
tle girl. They would not tell her, and only replied that 
should never see that little girl again. The other Indians 
remained silent on the subject ; but Mrs. Bennet believed, 
she said that all the English then present believed, that the, 
dians had sacrificed her, and that they did at other times 
human sacrifices. 
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The Sachem whose residence and private domains were 
11earest to Litchfield, and with whom the early settlers of the 

wn were most intimate, was W eroamaug, or Raumaug. His 
rvation in the parish of New Preston was adjacent to the 

servation of the Bantam Indians, over whom his jurisdic­
ion extended. He was a true friend of the whites, and in his 
ast years professed to have become a convert to Christianity. 
he Rev. Daniel Boardman, wbo was ordained as the minister 
t New Milford, iu 1716, became much interested in him. In 
letter to a friend, he calls hhn " that distinguished sachem, 
hose great abilities and eminent virtues, joined with bis ex­
nsive dominion, rendered him the most potent prince of that 

r any other day iu this colony ; and his name ought to be 
membered by the faithful historian, as much as that of any 

rowned head since his was laid in the dust." During Rau­
a~g's last illness, }Ir. Boardman constantly attended him­
d endeavored to confirm his mind in the vital truths of the 

hristian faith. It was a sad place for the dying chieftain ; 
r a majority of his people, and even bis wife, were bitter op­

onents of the white man's religion, and used all their infh1-
nce against it. One day when the good pastor was standing 
1 the sachem's bedside, the latter asked him to pray, to which 
e twented. It happened that there was a sick child in the 
·uage, and a powow was in attendance, who had undertaken 

cure it with his superstitious rites. As soon as the clergy­
an commenced his prayer, Raumaug's wife sent for the 
edicine-man and ordered bim to com1nence hi5 exercises at 
e door of the lodge. The ppwow at once set up a hideous 
outing and howling, and Mr. Boardman prayed louder, so 
at the sick man might hear µim above the uproar. Each 
ised his voice louder and louder as he went on, while the In-
ans gathered around, solicitous for the success of their pro­
et. The powow was determined to tire out the minister­
d he, on the other l1and, was quite as fully resolved not to 
put to silence in the discharge of his duty by the blind wor­

·per of Satan. The invincible minister afterward gave it as 
· s belief that he prayed full three hours, before he was per­
· tted to come off conqueror. The powow having completely 
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exhausted himself with his efforts, gave one unearthly yell,~ 
and then, taking to his heels, never stopped till he was coolin 
himself up to his neck in the Housatonic. Raumaug die 
about the year 1735-or, some fifteen years after the first se 
tlement of Litchfield. 

In consequence of the frequent alarms on account of th 
Indians, the settlement of the town was greatly retarde 
Other Memorials, of a later date than those given in the cha , 
ter preceding this, complain of the difficulties which the se~ 
tiers still encountered, and ask for legislative interference ij 
their behalf. Indeed, for more than thirty years after t~ 
Garrisons were erected, they were resorted to wi tb more ~ 
less frequency, by individuals and families, on account of a _, 
prehended danger. One of these Garrisons stood near th: __ 
present residence of Mr. Holmes 0. Morse, on Chestnut · _ 
and was remembered by Mr. Elisha Mason, who died in t '· 
village no longer ago than May 1st, 1858. Another stood o !, 

mile west of the Court House, on the north side of W est-stree~ 
opposite the homestead of 1tlr. Benjamin Kilbourn. _Some d 
the remains of the last-mentioned fort were recently discoveredl 

Good penmanship and correct orthograpl1y were not unive~ 
sal accomplishments, even among Town Clerks, a century a~ 
a quarter since. As a general thing, in copying from recor~ 
or files, I have not attempted to follow either the spelling ~ 
the punctuation of the original documents. In these respeo~ 
the records arc somethncs as quaint and peculiar as were ·1 

language and manners of the people themselves in a form 
age. Herc is a specimen or two : " Voted that ye owners .: 
shoolers sent to school for time to come shal find fire wood t 
ye schooll ;" " Voted to ajurn this meeting to to morah S . 
half an hour Higl1 at Night." These are by no means :· 

I 

worst cases to be found. A few other town votes are h : 
correctly rendered, as curiosities in their way : Voted to 
point Lieut. Buel and Samuel Orton " to assist tl1e Clerk · 
perusing the town votes and to conclude what shall be tr 
cribed into the town book, and what not :" " Voted that sh~ .. 
shall be free commoners ;" " Voted that a Basin for Bapf 
be procured, and that· the money be drawn out of the To··, 
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Treasury to pay for the same ;" Voted liberty to the Rev. 
Timothy Collins " to erect a Blacksmith's Shop joining to his 
fence the backside of the meeting-house ;" Sergt. John Bird 
was " chosen Quorister to tune the Psalm in the public wor­
ship." Many other transactions of the town,equally primitive 
in their character, might be given-but these are sufficient to 
indicate the great change that a century has wrought in the 
nature of much of the business done at our town meetings. 

It is a sad commentary on the frail tenure of human life, 
that, in every new settlement, no sooner have the pioneers 
erected their huts and commenced clearing up their lands, tban 

. it becomes necessary to provide a resting-place for the dead. 
The Burying Ground west of our village was set apart for that 
purpose by the first settlers of the place, and for many years 
was tho only cemetery within the limits of the township. In 
this humble and now almost forsaken enclosure, rest side by 
side, sometimes in undistinguished graves, legislators,judges, 
mechanics, farmers, congressmen, paupers, merchants, maidens 
-pai-ents and children-the lovely, the loving, and the beloved 
-pastor and people-the village patriarch and the infant of 
yesterday- pioneers, statesmen, peasants, officers, soldiers, 

• slaves-the red warrior of the forest, and the beautiful-bro wed 
daughter of his Saxon successor-lawyers, and juries, and cli­
ents, and criminals-awaiting in hope or fear their final sum­
mons and destiny. Sweet be their slun1bcrs, and glorious their 
awakening! 

At the c!osc of the first thirty years after the settlement of 
the town commenced, a large proportion of its founders had 
exchanged a life of labor and weariness for tile repose of the 
grave. Generally, they reached a good old age, and, by the 
gradual decay of nature, passed gently and almost impercepti­
bly down the valley of years. Among these, were the t_wo 
most conspicu~s and useful men among the original propri­
etors of the township-JOHN MARSH and JOHN BuEL. A brief 
outline of the history of these men, will close this chapter. 

JOHN MABSH had long beon · a prominent citizen of Hart­
ford before he interested himself in the Western Lands ; and 
from the time wl1en he came out to ~'-view the new plantation," 
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in May, 1715, till about the year 1788, his name was intimate­
ly associated with the history of Litchfield. I need not reca. 
pitulate the many ways and times in which he was called upon 
by his fellow-citizens to serve them in public employments, aa 
detailed on the preceding pages. He served this town in the 
various offices within her gift during the entire period of his 
residence here. While an inhabitant of Hartford, bis na• 
th·c to,vn, lie was often a Representative in the Legislature, a 
Justice of the Peace, an Associate Judge of the County Court, 
and a member of the Council of ,var. He returned to Hart. 

' 
ford in his old age, and died there. His remains lie interi:eq 
in the old Burying Ground back of the Center Church. His 
children remained in this town, and his descendants here and 
elsewhere are very numerous. 

JoHN BUEL was about fifty years of age when he became : 
resident of tl1is town, and had previously filled the office a 
Deacon of the Church in Lebanon. That portion of our l1is . 
ry which has already been given, affords a sufficient guaran 
of the estimation in which he was held by his fellow-citizen11t 
He was repeatedly elected to ahno$t every office within tl1e· .. 
gift, hesides being appointed 011 nearly all tho· most importan ~ 
committees. As a Deacon in the Church, Captain of th 
Militia, Selectman, Treasurer, Representative and Jµstice ofth 
Peace, he discharged his duties efficiently and faithfully. . 
hrief anecdote ( as giveu by the Rev. Mr. Powers, in his Cen. 
tennial Address at Goshen,) will serve to illustrate the bev 
lance of his character : In the winter of 17 40-'41, a man cam 
from Cornwall to purchase some grain for himself and family 
who were in great need, and was directed to Deacon Bue 
The stranger soon called, and made known his errand. Th 
Deacon asked him if be had the money to pay for tbe grain 
He answered affirmatively. " "\V ell," said the Deacon, " I c 
show you where you can procure it." Going-with the stra 
ger to the door, he pointed out a certain house to him, saying 
"There lives a man who ,vill let you have grain for yo 
money. I have some to spa1·e, but I must keep it for tho 
who have 1w money." Deacon Buel departed tbis life, A.p · 
6th, 1746, aged 75 years. His wife survived him twenty-t 
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years. Both were interred in the West Burying Ground. 
The inscription ou the tomb-stone of the latter is as follows : 
"Here lies the body of Mrs. Mary, wife of Dea. John Buel,. 
Esq. She died November 4, 1768, aged 90-having had 13 
Children, 101 Grand-Children, 247 Great-Grand-Children, and 
49 Great-Great-Grand-Children; total 410. Three hundred 
and thirty-six survived her." · The name of Buel has always 
been prominent in our local history. 

Litchfield was peculiarly fortunate in tbe character of its 
early settlers. The proprietors seemed to know, instinctively, 
that the location of their settlement--so remote from all the 
elder towns of the colony, and apparently beyond the influen­
ces of civilization and religion-would naturally invite to its 
seclusion and consequent freedom from restraint, the vicious, 
the abandoned, and the fugitive from justice. Consequently, 
the utmost care was taken that none but persons of good char­
acter should settle among them. Mr. Woodruff says-" If a 
stranger made a purchase in the plantation, a proviso was 
sometimes inserted in the deed, that the_ Inhabitants should 
accept of the purchaser, and that he should ' run the risk of 
trouble from the Grand Committee.' " We have seen on an­
other page the vote of the town on this subject. It is with 
pleasure, that a Son of Litchfield is able to say that the peo­
ple of the town have ever borne and still bear the reputation 
of being distinguished for intelligence and virtue. 



CHAPTER V. 

EVENTS PRECEDISG THE REVOLUTION. 

THE first French War began in 17 44, and closed with th 
signing of the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, October 4, 17 48 
At this period, Litchfield was in a condition too weak and e:x: 
posed to be expected to lend any efficient aid in such a contes 
Indeed, it is not known that her soldiery were in any instan 
called upon to march any considerable distance from her ow 
frontiers. Our records give no indication of any unusual e:x: 
citement-the seat of the ·war being, in this instance, so far di 
tant, that our people seem scarcely to have been consciou 
of its existence. Th_e voters assembled in town meeting, wen 
through with the ordinary routine of business, and adjourned 
without intimating that the town or the colony was in an 
way interested in the fierce conflict that was then being wage 
between England and France. 

Mr. Cothren informs us that in May, 17 48, the inhabitan 
of Woodbury appointed Col. William Preston an Agent to pr 
fer a Memorial to the General Assembly for the organization o 
a new county to be called the County of ,v oodbury, to embra 
the towns of Woodbury, ,v aterbury, New Milford, Litchfiel 
and New Fairfield, and as many of the northern towns 
might choose to join them-with Woodbury for the county sea 
The result need not be told. 

At the October Session of the Legislature, A. D. 1751, th 
County of Litchfield was organized, and embraced seventee 
towns, viz., Litchfield, Woodbury, New Milford, New H _ 
ford, Harwinton, Barkhamsted, Colebrook, Canaan, Goshe 
Cornwall, Hartland, Kent, Norfolk, Salisbury, Sharon, To · 
rington and Winchester. For some time much difference 
opinion prevailed as to the location of the shire town. Lite 
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field, Goshen, Canaan and Cornwall, urged their respective 
~laims with much zeal; but the most formidable contest was 
between Litchfield and Goslien. The latter was supposed to 
occupy the geographical center of the proposed county, and 
many persons had settled there in expectation that the scat of 
justice would he established in that town, among ,vhon1 was 
Oliver Wolcott, afterwards Governor. To the sore disappoi11t-
1nent of many of the contestants, Litcltjield was ulthnately 
1amed as the county seat in the act incorporating the new 
ounty. This was a most important. event in the history of the 
own; and from this time onward, for se-vcral years, it rapidly 
mpro,·ed in its appearance as well as in the number and char. 
cter of its inhabitants. By a census taken in 17 56, it was 
scertained that its population was 1366. Oliver Wolcott was 
ppointed first High Sheriff, and immediately thereupon took 
p his residence in this Yillage. John Catlin, of Litchfield, 
as appointed County Treasurer; Isaac Baldwin, of Litchfield 
ounty Clerk; William Preston, of Woodbury, Chief Judge ~ 
homas Chipman, of Salisbury, Samuel Canfield, of New 
ilford, John Williams, of Sharon, and Ebenezer Marsh, of 
itchfield, Associate Judges; and Samuel Pettibone, of Go-• 1en, King's Attorney. 
Even after this county wns thus forn1ed, and its officers ap­
inted, the town of· ,v oodbury continued to 1nanifest her 

issatisfaction in various ways and at all reasonable times. 
stead of being 1nade the central and shire town of the new 
unty, she was left quite in one corner. She first petitioned 
e Legislature, (in May and again in October, 1752,) to be 
annexed to the county of Fairfield. T,venty years later, 
effort was again n1ade to persuade the General Asse1nbly 

organize a county to be called Woodbury. On this occasion 
e town of Woodbury laid a rate of a penny and a half on the 
und, in addition to the regular tax, to be applied toward 
acting the county buildings; and, further, she generously 
ered the use of her Town Hall for a CouR'r HousE ! The 
ader will not need to be informed, that these as well as more 
cent attempts to destroy the ancient landmarks of the Coun. 
of Litchfield, have proved u.nsuccessful. 

10 
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A~ a town meeting, held in December, 1753, liberty w 
voted to Isaac Hosford and others "to erect a house for the' 
convenience on Sabbath Days, east of the meeting-house." 
January l 759, liberty was granted to )Ir. John Farnham 
" set up a &.bbatl,-Day House in the higlnvay a little north 
t.he School House.'' Capt. Edward Phelps erected a simi 
house iu the middle of East-streot noarly opposite the prese 
church-edifice of the First Congregational Society ; and s · 
_another was rcn1embered by the late Mr. Elisha Mason, whi 
stood on or near the spot now occupied by the dwclling-bou 
of Dr. Lewis in East-street. .As they were among the" ins 
tutions" of the Olden Time, and are quite unknown in o 
da.y, a brief reference to their design in connection with o. 
of the simple customs of our ancestors, can hardly require 
apology. They were built by, and for the accommodation 
persons residing at a distance from church-their object bein 
to furnish the owners and their families, together with su 
friends as they might choose t.o invite, with a warm retreat, · 
winter, during the intermission between the forenoon and 
iernoon services on the Sabbath. We must bear iu mind t .. 
in those days a stove, or any other means of warming a cl1ur 
had .f\ever been seriously thought of. 'fhcse houses gener 
consisted of two rooms, each about twelve feet square, with 
chimney between them and a fire-place in each room ; and · 
such cases were erected at the expense of two or more famili 
Dry fuel was kept in each room ready for kindling a fire. 
tho cold was ex:trc1ne, the " hired man" or one of the 
miglit be sent forward in advance of the family, to get tho ro 
well warmed before their arrival. The family, after filling 
~ple saddlebags with refreshments, including a bottle of 
or cider, took an early start for the sanctuary. Calling 
e.t their SaQbath-Da.y House, they deposited their lunch 
and having warmed themselves, and cover-ed up the glo .· 
emQeJ:s, they were ready at the appointed moment to . 
th~ir sea~ in the house of worship, there to shiver in the 
during t~~ morning_ s~rvi~~~ At noon, they returned to . 
rQCNJl., w-Jih. w.AA.Pf. a. (e,w. {~i~n4s~• ~h~ fire w~ ~kin 
the saddlebags were. ~.q.u.gbJ fortq,. &AA .. ~ C®-~~ pl. 



fHB ACADIANS. 75 

1ie11 a 1•t·o1,1tot's table, of which all partook. The frugal repast 
ing ended, thanks were returned. The patriarch of the 

household then drew from his pocket tl1e notes lie l1ad taken 
of the morning sermon, which were fully reviewed-all enjoy­
·ng the ut1nost freedom in their remarks. Sometimes a well 
bosen chapter, or a page from so1ne favorite author, was read, 
nd the noon-service was not uufrequently closed with a pr~yer. 

l then returned to the house of God. Before starting for 
1ome at the close of the afternoon service, they once more 

parred to their Sabbath House, gathered up the saddlebags, 
rapped themselves tboroughly up, saw that the fire was left 
fe, and in due time all were- snugly seated in the sleigh, 

nd bonnd homeward. 
By the Treaty of Utrecht that part of the old Freneh domin,;. 

on called Acadia, or Nova Scotia, was ceded to Great Britain. 
n 17 49, three thousand seven hundred and sixty English ad­
enturers, under the Hon. Edward Cornwallis, sailed for that 
· untry, aud settled on the coast at a pince which they named 
alifax, in honor of the Earl of Halifax, one of the Lords of 
rade and Plantations. During the following year, the French 
overnor of Canada sent an army of Frenchmen and Indians 
reduce Nova Scotia. The expedition wa~ successful-and 

cadia was once 1nore a French province. The French neu­
rals ( many of whom had boen driven off, or had been so per­
eeuted that they were virtually compelled to leave,) now 
oyfnlly returned to their old ho1nes, by special invitation of 
he government. 

The sad story of the Acadian.s, or '' French Neutrals," has 
ften been told; but the subject is not likely to be exhausted, 
bile sympathy for the innocent and sorrowing has a place in 

he human heart. The classic lyre of Longfellow and the 
istoric pen of Bancroft have alike celebrated their wrongs; 
d a, mere outline of the principal events in their history, 
ust suffice for our present purpose. Acadia, or Nova Scotia, 

· as early settled by the French Catholics, who soon surround­
d themselves by many of the comforts and conveniences of 
ivilized life. They erected respectable dwellings and church­
s, and cleared up and cultivated their lands. At length the 
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English took possession of the island, and tbe French w 
subjected to the grossest indignities by those who were be 
upon obtaining possession of their houses and lands. The 
expressed their willingness to take the oath of allegiance 
England, but refused to bear arn1s against their beloYed Fran 
Their oppressors now resolved to b1·eak up the settlements an 
disperse the people awoug the other English colonies in A1n 
ica. .A procla1nation was accordingly issued, ordering all t 
males of French descent, of ten years old and upwards, to a 
pear at certain places de~ignated, on the 5th of Septem 
17 55. They obeyed the summons-little dreaming of the fl. 
that awaited them. On their arri\"'al, they were forthwith 
clared to be the king's prisoners, and were iufor1ned tbat th . 
houses, lauds and li 1;~stock were confiscated to the crown, 
that they were at liberty to take with them their money · 
household goods. On the 15th of the same month, one h 
dred and sixty-one 1nmf were driven, at the point of the ha 
net, on board the vessel which was to convey then1 fro1n th 
homes forever. During the autumn and early part of win 
seven thousand of these 1niscrable exiles were thus forced 
ship-board and scattered over the colonies, fro1n New Ha 
shire to Georgia. Four hundred were sent to Connectic 
who, at an extra session of the Legislature convened on the 2 
of January, 17 5G, were distributed a1nong s01ue fifty to 
according to their grand lists. I-Iusbands and wives, pare 
and children, brothers and sisters, were thus arbitrarily se 
atcd-thcir destination and destiny unknown to each oth 
Precisely the nu1nber that was ulti1natcly allotted to Litchfi 
I have not been able to ascertain. At least two of them 
remembered by persons now living. One of the num 
(named Sybil Sharway or Shearaway) married 1.fr. Tho 
Harrison, a pro1niuent citizen of this town, in 1764, and 
descendants are now among our 1nost excellent and rcspec 
people. 'rhe Selectmen and Civil Authority of each to 
were directed to provide for the exiles, and take proper 
of the sick and aged ; and not to allow any one of them 
leave the town witho_ut a written order or passport. It 
further provided by the Legislature, that if any one sbou.ld 
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found beyond the prescribed limits, he !)hould thereafter be 
confined and not permitted to go nt large. 

It is not until January, 1759, that our town records make 
any allusion to these people. .A.t this date it was " voted that 
the Selectmen may provide a house or some suitable place in 

1
the town, for tlte ·maintenance of tlie Frenc/1,." In the County 
Treasurer's book, also, occurs the following entry, viz : " To 

id John Newbree for keeping ,villiam Dunlap and the Frenc/1, 
erso-ns, 54.~. 6d., ,vhich the County allowed, and R. Sherman, 
ustiee of the Quorum, drew an order dated April 25, 1760, 
s per order on file." 

\Vhat is usually termed the last French ,var commenced in 
7 55 and continued eight years. In this great contest Lite h­
eld was actively engaged. Indeed, the people of all the 
orthern English colonies were required to exert themsel,·es to 
heir utmost capacity to repel the invasions of the French. 
uring the preceding winter, Sir Thomas Robinson, one of the 
ing's principal Secretaries of State, had addressed a letter to 
onnecticut in his majesty's name, containing the intelligence 

hat troops ,vere about to he sent from England to aid tho col­
nies, and calling upon her to raise her quota of the balance· 
f the forces that 1night be deeined reql~isito for the contem­
la.ted expedition against Crown Point. Tho .Assembly was 

mediately called together; and it ,vas resolved to raise one 
housand 1nen for the ca1npaign, and the Gofernor was at the 
me time authorized, in case of e1nergcncy, to call out five 
undred more. ,vhen tho united forces of British, Provincials 
d Indians, reached Albany, their place of rendezvous, they 

oustituted an army of over six thousand men-under the chief 
mmand of General \Villiam Johnson. The two Connecticut 
giments were under tho immediate co1nmand of General 
bineas Lyman and ColQnel Elizur Goodrich ; the Indians be­
g nuder guidance of tl1e celebrated liohawk Chief, llen­
ick. In this campaign, the French were def eatod in an im• 
rtant action near Lake George, though Colonel Williams, of 
e of the Massachusetts regiments, and the invincible Ren­
ick, were slain. Lieutenant-Colonel "\Vhiting, who, by tbe 
1 of his superior, became the chief officer in the most fatal 
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part of the engagement, eminently distinguished himself as 
cool, brave and judicious con1mander. Seven hundred of 
French were left dead on the field, and the brave Dieska.u 
fatally wounded and taken prisoner. For tl1is victory John 
was knighted. Before the battle ,vas fought, however,· he h 
sent an earnest requisition to Governor Fitch for more troo 
In response to this call, the Legislature ,vas convened · 
August, 1755; and it was resolved to raise two additio 
regiments, and send them forthwith int-0 the field. Samu 
Talcott and Elihu Chauncey were commissioned as Colon · 
of these regiments, and Drs. Timothy Collins of Litchfield, 
Jonathan llarsb of Norwich, were appointed Physicians a 
Surgeons. These regiments, consisting of seven l1uudred 
fifty men each, were on their march within n week after t 
alarm was giv~. Connecticut now had in the northern ar 
not less than two thousand five.hundred men. Though-Oro 
Point was not taken, Great Britain and her Colonies w 
jubilant o,,er the success of their arms. 

I will not stop to detail the incidents of the disastrous c 
_paigns of 17 56 and 17 57. Through the inefficiency of su 
British officers of .Abcrcron1bic, Loudoun and Webb, the fin 
army that had ever trodden the soil of A 1ncrica, wns permit 
to accomplish nothing. The capture of Crown Point had b · 
abandoned, and an unsuccessful attack had been made u .. 
Louishourg. During these years, Connecticut kept coustan 
in the field a force of fiye thousand men. The campaign 
1758 opened with auguries of better success, under the au 
ces of !Ir. Pitt, who had been elevated to the premiersh' 
Connecticut at once resolved to raise five thousand men 
the service, which was ope quarter of all the troops called 
from the northern colonies. The Connecticut troops w 
formed into four regiments, and Colonels Phineas Ly 
Nathan Whiting, Eliphalet Dyer and John Read, ,vere appoin 
commanders. At the same time, Benjamin Hinman, of W 
bury, in tl1is county, was commissioned as Lieutenant-Col 
of one of these regiments. Fourteen thousand regulars, 
a considerable naval force, were sent ovier from England 
co-operate with the proflncials. A pottion al these tro 

. 
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ltnder Lord Amherst and General Wolfe, togetl1er with the 
ships-of-the-line under Admiral Boscawen, were sent against 
Louisbourg ; while the remainder of the provincials and. regu-­
lars, under General .Abercrombie and Lord Howe, went on an 
expedition against Crown Point and Ticonderoga. The Con-­
necticut men were ,vith bot/1, of these divisions of the a.rmy. 
'l'he garrison at Louisbourg, with its two thousand five hun­
dred regulars, six hundred militia, and vast quantity of mil­
itary stores, was surrendered into the hands of the victorious 
English and provincials. Abercrombic's expedition, however, 
did not prove as successful. Having been twice repulsed, with 
the loss of Lord Howe, the commanding general ordered a 
retreat, in spite of the remonstrances of the p~ovincial officers, 
,vho believed that victory was still within their reach. Colonel 
,vhiting's Connecticut regiment was with Abercrombie; and 
the " orderly book " which he used in that unfortunate cam­
paign, is still in the possession of his grandson, Major Jason 
Whiting, of Litchfield, and contains many interesting facts 
relating to the transactions of that branch of the army with 
which lie was connected. 

From this time till the close of the war, Connecticut con­
tinued to keep in the field not far from five thousand men. 
n the campaign of 17 59-'60, Crown Point and Ticonderoga 
ere captured by the English ; and subsequently, Montreal 
nd the whole of the French possessions in Canada ,vere surrcn­
cred in to their hands. In all the transactions of this memor­
blc war, Litchfield contributed her full quota of men and 
eans. Unfortunately, but a single list of the soldiers raised 

n this town:, during the period referred to, has been preserved. 
he names of some of the Litchfield oJficers who receired 
ommissions between the years 17 55 and 1763, are here 
iven, as it is known that a part of them were in the war, viz., 
olomon Buel, Captain, 17 56; Ebenezer Marsh, Colonel, 17 57; 
sane Baldwin, Captain, do.; Joshua Smith, Lieutenant, do,; 
bner Baldwin, Ensign, do. ; Archibald lfcNeile, Captain, 
758: Zebulon Gibbs, Ensign, do. ; Stephen Smith, Lieuten­
nt, 1760 ; Eli Catlin, Lieutenant, do. ; Isaac Moss, Lieuten4 

t, 1761; Josiah Smith, Lieutenant, do. ; Asa Hopkins, 
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Lieutenant, do.; Gideon Harrison, Ensign, do.;· David L 
don, Ensign, do. ; Lynde Lord, Ensign, 1762. Zebulon Gib 
(whose Narrative we give in the .Appendix,) informs us that h 
was in the northern army from 17 56 to 1762. In }fare 
1758, he was commissioned as Ensign in Captain Hurlbut' 
company, which was raised as a part of the force designed fi 
the capture of Crown Point. 

The following na1nes are copied from "A. Pay-Roll for Cap_ 
Archibald llcNeilc's Company, in the Second Regiment 
Connecticut Forces, tor the year 1762,"-which is on file · 
the Secretary's Office, Hartford: 

Archibald McNeile, Captain. 
Isaac Moss, 1st Lieutenant, 
Increase Moseley, 2d do. 
Elisha Blinn, Ensign, 
Thomas Catlin, Sergeant, 
Nathaniel Taylor do. 
Bezaleel Beebe, do. 
Hezekiah Lee, do. 
Arch'd :?ticNeile, jr. do. 
Roger Catlin, Corporal, 
,vm. Drink,vat.er, do. 
Nnthan Stoddard, do. 
James Lnssly, do. 
l)aniel Barns, Drummer, 
Jacob llnrtholomew, do. 
Charles Uicharch•, 
Samuel ,v arner, 
Samuel Gipson, 
Joseph Jones, 
Jolin Barrett, 
John Ilarrett, jr. 
William Forster, 
Francis :?tiazuzan, 
Thomas Wedge, 
Reuben Smith, i 
Jeremiah Osborn, 
Benjamin Landon, 
Isaac Osborn, 

Robert Coe, 
Adam l\Iott, 
Asahel Hinman, 
Roswell Fuller, 
Daniel Grant, 
,Villiam Emons, 
1'Ioses Stoddard, 
Gideon Smith,-' 
Jonathan Smith,,, 
Hezekiah Leach, 
Adam Hurlbut, 
Jeremiah Harris, 
Eli Emons, 
Alexander ,v augh, 
Orange Stoddard, 
Ezekiel Shepard, 
Ozias Hurlbut, 
Daniel Harris, 
John Collins, 
Solomon Palmer, 
Jonathan Phelps, 
John Cogswell, 
:?tlark Kenney, 
Aaron Thrall, 
Timothy Brown, 
Roswell Dart, 
William Bulford, 
James Man,·ille, 
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~amin Bissen, 
vid Nichols. 

chabod Squire, 
mfort Jackson, 

lisha Walker, 
mos Rrougton, 

.. athaniel Lewis, 
vi Bonny, 

homns Barker, 
amuel Drinkwater, 
~snhel Gray, 
~Hakim Gibba, 
amuel Peet, 
~phraim Smedley, 
:dmund Hawes, 
'ilas Tucker, 

bert Bell, 
homas Sherwood, 

:1phraim Knapp, 
itus Tyler, 

Thomas Williams, 
Justus Seelye, 
James Francier, 
George Peet, 
Nathaniel Barnum, 
Adonijab Roice, 
Elisha Ingraham, 
Daniel Hurlbut, 
Ebenezer Blackman, 
Domini Douglas, 
Amos Tolls, 
Thomas R.anny, 
DaniE:'l Hamilton, 
Asahel Hodge, 
Daniel Warner, 
Titus Tolls, 
John Ripner, 
Caleb Nichols, 
John Fryer, 
Ebenezer Pickett, 
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It is not to be inferred that all the members of Captain 
cNoile's company belonged in Litcl1field. Some in the list 

re recognized as residents of neighboring towns. Lieutenant 
loscley, for instance, was a Woodbury 1nan. He became an 
mineut lawyer, legislator and judge, iii his native county, and 
fterwards rcn1oved to Vermont, and was there elevated to 
he bench of the Supremo Court. 

The name of the late Colonel Beebe, of his town, will be 
oticed among the Sergeants of this company. At a still earlier 
ate, he had been a member of Major Rogers celebrated corps 
f Rangers, and was engaged in one of the forest fights when 
he soldiers were dispersed by order of their commander, and 
a.ch 1nan was directed to fight, iu true Indian style, from be.­
ind a tree. Beebe chanced to be stationed near Lieutenant 
aylord, who was also from Litchfield county. He had just 

poken to Gaylord, and at the moment was looking him in the 
ace for a reply~ when he observed a sudden break of the skin 
n the forehead, and the Lieutenant instantly fell dead-a ball 
om the enemy having passed through his head. 

11 
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The long succession of colonial wars, 
terminated, had taxed the American people ahnost beyon 
precedent. The whole country was yet ne,v, and but thinl 
settled. The farms were only partially cleared up, and t 
great mass of the population were poor and compelled to del 
hard for the requisite food for the subsistence of then1sclv 
and fan1ilics. Notwithstanding all this, a large proportion 
the 1nost efficient and able-bodied men were constantly bei 
called off to fill the rauks of the army; while those who remai 
ed at home must support themselves, provide food and clo 
ing for the soldiers, and pay the enormous taxes which 
always brings in its train. If those who first enlisted, liv 
to return home, tltey or otliers were soon called upon ag · 
and again to enter the public service. This long experien 
and severe discipline, bowever, was, unwittingly to all, p 
paring officers, soldiers .and citizens, for the severer and mo 
important crisis which was then approaching. 

The next great question which agitated the minds of o 
people, was that relating to the Starnp Act. The peace 
1763 had left Great Britain immensely in debt, and the ey 
of her financiers were at once turned towards the Ameri 
Colonies, as a field whence their future revenues might 
materially augmented. The proposed impost was at len 
laid, by an act of parliament, "upon every skin, or piece 
vellum, or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper," that sho 
be thenceforth used in the colonies ; and no deed, lease, hon 
policy or mortgage, was legal, unless it bore the royal stam 
This act created great indignation on this side of the Atlanti 
'11he Legislature of Connecticut protested against it, and fin 
agreed upon an address to parliament, which was sent to 
colonial agent in London, with instructions "firmly to in ' 
on the exclusive right of tl1e colonies to tax themselve 
The people everywhere were excited, and the n1easure 
freely discussed and boldly denounced at the corners of 
streets, in popular assemblies, and in town meetings. 
more resolute and reckless of the populace formed themsel · 
into secret organizations called " T/ie &ms of Liberty," 
the design of preventing the use of the stamped paper b1 
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;ummary process, if necessary. In tbis town there was probs 
11,bly no difference of opinion on the main question at issue. 
On matters of minor importance, the people did not alway, 
agree. The Connecticut Courant of February 10th, 1766, con­
tains a communication dated at Litchfield on the 1st of Febru­
ary of that year, which is as follows--" At the Desire of several 
of the Towns in this County, by their .A.gents chosen and sent 
here for that Purpose, a }Ieeting was called of the Free-born 
Sons of Liberty, to meet at the Court-IIouse in this Town; and 
being assembled to the Number of about forty or fifty Persons­
proceeded upon the Business for which they met. And not. 
withstanding the great Opposition they met with, from Col. 
E--r 11 ·hand one S--n S--e: (whereby the }feet­
ing was 1nuch hindered,) yet they came to the Choice of five 
Gentlemen, who were to act as Agents, and arc to join the 
Gentlemen from the other Towns in the County, who are to 
1nect here, at a general County Meeting, to be held on the 
second Tuesday of February, 1766, at ten o'clock in the fore­
noon; when it is expected they will come to such Resolves as 
they shall think most Conducive to prevent the Thing we fear 
from ever taking Place among us. The }Ieeting would have 
been conducted with the utmost good Agreement and Dispatch, 
had it not been for the Gentle1nen mentioned above, who e1n-
. ployed all their Power to render it abortive, not only by con­
suming the Time in long and needless Speeches, ( wherein Mr. 
lI-h especially discovered to all present, au inexhaustible 
Fuud of Knowledge, by several new-coined "\Vor<ls, unknown 
in the English Language before,) but they also opposed by 
their Votes almost every Motion that was 1nade to forward it." 

'l'he Courant of February 24th, contains the doings of the 
con ,·en tion referred to. In their declarations, the purest senti-
111cnts of patriotis1n and loyalty, are blended with a love of good 
order and a regard for the supremacy of the law, which are 
remarkable for those times. The people of Litchfield were 110 

friends of mob-law, even when mobs were fashionable elsewhere . 
. Separation from the mother-country, was a subject which had 
:not then been breathed audibly, even if it had been thought of, 
1Ly the most zealous patriot. Hence, w-l1ile some of these sen-

• The names arc thus left blank iu the Cour11nt. 
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timents, in the boldness and beauty of their expression, almost 
rival some of those which were 'ten years subsequently e1nbo · 
ed in the Declaration of Independence, they are still mad 
subservient to the condition of the people as faithful subjec 
of _the king. The same spirit led them in due time to thro 
off the yoke of foreign despotism and to vindicate their righ 
as Freemen. In the article which is here given, the origin 
copy is followed in capitalizing as well as in other respects : 

" AT a }leeting of the Inhabitants of almost all the Towns•i 
Litchfield County, convened by their Agents in Litchfiel 
on the Second Tuesday in February, 1766, for the Pu 
pose of giving the clearest lianifostation of their fixed an 

most ardent Desires to preserve, as far as in thein li 
those inherent Rights nnd Privileges which essentiall 
belong to them as a Free People, an.d which are founded 
upon the unalterable- Basis of the British Constitutio 
and have been confinned by tho most solemn Sanctio 
-and of their readiness to promote ( according to the" 
Ability,) the public Peace and Happiness, wl1ich hav 
been greatly disturbed by the most alarining Infringemen 
upon their Rights-the following Sentiments were unan' 
mously ag1·ecd in : 

"I. That they entertain the highest Regard and Veneratio 
for those just and virtuous Resolutions n1ade by the Ho 
House of Representatives of this Colony in October last, ex 
pressing the Duty and faithful Allegiance which they and th 
Inhabitants of this Colony owe to our rightful Sovereign, Kin 
George the Third-and th05e Rights and Privileges whic 
essentially belong to llis 1.Iajesty's Sultiects in this Colony 
and likewise those Sentiments respecting the uncoustitution 
Nature of an Act of the British Parliament for granting Stam 
Duties in the British Colonies. 

"IL That they conceive, to keep up in their brightest Vie 
the first Principles and Origins of the English Govern1nen~ 
and strictly to adhere to the primary Institutions of it, is th~ 

I 

only sure Way to preser,e the same, and consequently t~ 
Prerogative of the Crown, and the Civil Liberties of the Sub­
ject, inviolate. 
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" III. That they are not able to form a more perfect Idea· of 
Allegiance to His Majesty, than what consists in an inflexible 
.Attachment to the forementioned Principles. 

"IV. 'l1hat, in their Opinion, for any Power whatsoever to 
claim a Right to dispose of their Property without their Con­
sent, given in a Constitutional \Vay, is, in Effect, to claim a 
Right to dispose of all their Property at Pleasure. 

"V. That for innocent Subjects to be imminently exposed 
to certain Ruin, by the Execution of any penal Statute, is, 
they conceive, utterly irreconcilable witl1 every just Idea of 
Freedom. 

" VI. That God made }fan kind free, ( as being essential to 
their Happiness,) and as, by His Blessing, the .Advantages of 
English Liberty have been handed down to them from their 
most virt,1ous and loyal Ancestors, so they will endeavor, by 
all rcMonable Ways and Means within their Power, uprightly 
to preserve and faithfully to transmit the same to their Pos­
terity. 

"VII. That they really believe, without the least Shadow 
of a Doubt, that said Act, iinposing_ Stamp-Duties, &c., is 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL, and therefore necessarily believe that the 
Observance thereof is not OBLIGATORY upon them. 

"VIII. 'rhat any Office for distributing Stamped Papers in 
this Colony, appears odious a1_1d detestable to them, as being, 
in its Operation, utterly destructive of their most valuable 
Rights. 

" IX. That if any Stamped Papers shall be imported into 
any Part of this Colony ( which they 1nost cordially wisli 1night 
never be,) they hope the speediest public Notice thereof 1nay be 
given, that the sa1ne 1nay ho preserved UNTOUCHED for Ilis 
Majesty. 

" X. That if any Person in this Colony has represented that 
the P_eople in it 1night, under any possible circumstances, be­
come willing to have the aforesaid Act executed upon them, 
r to have one Farthing of their Property taken from tl1em, 

except by their own Consent, given as aforesaid, they are per­
uadcd that such_ Representation must have been the Result 
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of extreme stupid Ignorance, or dictated by a malignant, a 
tate Spirit. 

" XI. That they will never suffer any Jealousies to arise 
their Mind.s, that any Person in this Colony is unfriendly to· 
Civil Liberties, except upon the fullest, clearest, and most 
deniable Evidence. 

" XII. That it was never any Part of the Design of 
Meeting to endeavor to bring about the least Alteration in 
Legislative Body of this Colony. 

"XIIL That whereas some very ignorant or dissolute B 
sons may, in this time of Perplexity, be disposed to co 
Outrages against the Persons or Property of others, or to 
,vith Disrespect and Insult the civil Authority of this Colon 
They do therefore hereby solemnly declare, that Nothing ( 
cept a Privation of their Liberties,) could or ought to fill t 
Minds with a deeper at).d more fixed Resentment than s 
Conduct-and tl1at they will always be ready and willing 
assist and support, to the utmost of their Ability, the pu 
Magistrates, in preserving, in the greatest Purity, the P 
and good Order of the Public. 

"XIV. That these their Sentiments of firm Allegiance 
His Majesty, and their strong and unfailing Desires to prese 
their Oonstitutional Rights and Privileges, and to promote 
public Peace, good Order, and Happiness, be published in 
Connecticut C~urant, and that this Meeting be adjourned 
the third Tuesday in March next, at ten o'clock iu the £ 
noon, to be held at this place." 

The Sta1np-Act was followed by laying a tax upon di 
other articles imported from England, which led to a con1 · 
ation known as " the non-importation agreement." 
agreement was, however, sha1ncfully violated by many of 
New York merchants. . The indignation of the people of C 
necticut was in consequence fully aroused; and it was resol 
that a General Convention of Delegates fro1n all the towns 
the colony, should be held in New Haven,on the 13th of 
tcmber, l'i70, "to take into consideration the perilous co 
tion of the conn try, · to provide for the growth and spread 
home-1nanufactures, and to devise more thorough means 
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rying out to the letter the non-importation agreement." A 
wn meeting was held in Litchfield, on the 30th of August 
Mr. Abraham Kilbourn presiding. At this meeting, Capt. 

ohn Osborn and Mr. Jedediah Strong were appointed Dele­
tes to the Convention referred to. 
The Legislature abol.lt this time, made special enactments 

roviding for arming and disciplining the militia-why, they 
ere scarcely themselves aware. Many of our most efficient 
fficers of the French War now received advance commissions 

the colonial regiments. These officers, by long service with 
he commanders in the Standing Army of England, had learn­
d whatever was worth knowing in their system of military 
ctics, while they had failed to learn their inefficiency, pro­

tination, and punctilious regard for etiquette. They were 
ow destined to turn the knowledge, thus acquired, to good 
· ount. Among those thus appointed, were, Oliver Wolcott, 
ho had commanded a company in the northern army in 17 48, 
nd was now commissioned as Colonel ; and Ebenezer Gay, 
resident of Sharon but a native of this town, who was raised 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
In the mean time, matters of local interest and importance 

ere not neglected. The lands were laid out to the sev-
ral proprietors, bridges were built, and by-laws were passed. 

I have suggested that the establishment of Litchfield as tl1e 
ounty seat, was an important eve1it in the bistory of the town. 
everal wealthy and prominent gentlemen from a distance, 

n after this event, settled in this village"-'.'among whom I 
ay mention Elisha Sheldon, Lynde Lord, and Reynold Mar- . 

·n, Esquires, all from Lyma, in the eastern part of the colony. 
ome of the finest mansions still standing on the Hill, were 
ected between 1752 aud 1760, inclusive. The records give 
dications of the " march of improvement " in other respects. 
iberty was granted to Joseph Pickett "to set up a Barber's 

op anywhere in the Highway except on the Meeting House 
reen." Lieutenant Stephen Smith, who had figured in the 
late war," and was subsequently in the service at the North, 
ceived permission to set up a Malt House and Di.stillery. 
he first Court House was built on the public square, a little 
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east of the Meeting-House ; but the town passed a Yote forbid,. 
ding the erection of a Jail and County House on tl1e square 
--offering, however, a piece of laud for that purpose in any 
other part of the town which 1night be selected. 

In December, 1740, Messrs. Samuel Culver, Joseph Bird, 
Ebenezer Beebe and Moses Stoddard, were appointed " to view 
and lay out a suitable Highway through the north-westerly 
part of Litchfield leading to Cornwall;" the same committeei 
were also directed to lay out a road to the east part of Gosh~ 
-probably the highway which now connects with Gosh~ 
Eas.t Street. The principal highways leading to New Milford,i 
Goshen, Woodbury and Harwinton, were all laid out previowj 
to 1750. 

In 1752, the Rev. Timothy Collins was dismissed from tbej 
pastoral office in this town ; and on the 4th of July 17 53, Mr.j 
Champion was settled in-his stead. In 1762, a new meetin~ 
house ,vas erected on the Green, which stood sixty-seven ye~ 
when it was superceded by the present church-edifice of th~ 
First Society. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA. 

THE re,olutionary spirit early began to ma1~ifest itself in 
itchfie!d. A series of oppressive and retaliatory 1neasures on 

he part of the British Parliament, ser,~ed to test, to the fullest 
xtent, the patience and patriotism of the people. In conse­
uence of the destruction of the tea in the harbor of Boston, 
hat Town was selected as a special object of ministerial ven­
eancc ; which, as a. natural result, served to elicit the 
~mpathy and co-operation of the friends of freedom through­
ut the country. The subjoined document evinces the spirit 
f the voters of this town on tho occasion, and needs no ex­
lauatiou, except that Oliver Wolcott, Esq., was Moderator of 
he meeting fro1n which it emanated: 

"THE Inhabitants of Litchfield, in legal Town }Ieeting as­
e1nbled, on the 17th day of August, .A.. D. 177 4, taking into 
ousideration ihe Distress to which the Poor of the Town of 
oston may likely uo reduced by the operation of au Act of the 
ritish Parliament for Blocking up their Port, ·and deeply 
01nmiserating the unhappiness of a brave and loyal People, 
ho are thus eminently suffering in a General Cause, for vin-
icating what every virtuous American considers an essential 
ight of this Country, think it is their indispensable Duty to 
fford their unhappy distressed brethren of said 'r own of Bos­
on, all reasonable Aid and Support. And this they are the 
ore readily induced to do, not only. as the Inhabitants of 

aid Town are thus severely condemned for their reluctance to 
ubmit to an arbitrary, an unconsented to, and consequent­
y unconstitutional Taxation, but the whole of the great and 
oyal Province of the Massachusetts Bay have been condemned 

12 
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,,,,nAeard, in the loss of their Charter Privileges, by the here 
fore unknown and unheard of exertions of Parliamen 
Power, wbich they conceive is a Power claimed and excrci 
in such a manner as cannot fail of striking every unprejudi 
mind with Horror and Amazement, as being subversive of 
those inherent, essential and constitutional Rights and Pri 
leges which the good people of this Colony have ever held 
cred, and even dearer than Life itself, nor ever can wish 
sur,ive; not only every idea of Property, but every emolum 
of civil life, being thereby rendered precarious and uncer • 

" In full confidence, therefc,re, that no Degree of Evil th 
inflicted on said Town and Province~ will ever induce them 
give up or betray their own and the American Constitutio 
Rights and Privileges, especially as they cannot but enter · 
the most pleasing Expectations that the Committees of 
several North American Provinces, wbo are soon to meet . 
Philadelphia, will in their wisdom be able to point out a Me 
od of Conduct effectual for obtainiug Redress of their griev 
ces-a Method to which ( when once agreed upon by said Co · 
mittee) this Town will look upon it their duty strictly to atten 
And in tbe mean time, earnestly recommend that subscripti 
be f ortliwitli opened in tltis Town, under the care of Reu 
Smith, Esq., Capt. Lynde Lord, and Mr. William Stanton, w 
are hereby appointed a Committee to receive and forward 
the Selectn1e11 of Boston, for the use of the Poor iu that pla 
all such DQnations as shall be thereupon made for that p 
pose ; and also to correspond with the Committee of Corr · 
pondence there or elsewhere, as there may be occasion. 

" We also take this opportunity publicly to return our than . 
to the members of the Honorable House of Representatives 
this Colony, for their patriotic and loyal Resolutions, pas 
and published in the last Assembly on the occasion, and ord 
them to be entered at large on the Public Records of this To 
that succeeding ages may be faithfully furnished ,vith authe 
tic Credentials of our inflexible attachment to those inesti 
ble Privileges which we and every honest American glory · 
esteeming our unalienaµle Birthright and Inheritance." 
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At the annual Town Meeting, held December 6, 177 4, it was 
Voted, That the Honorable Oliver W oleott, Esq., and Messrs. 

edediah Strong, Jacob Woodruff, John Marsh, John Osborn, 
ehiel Parmelee, Abraham Bradley, Seth Bird, Archibald Mc­
eile, Abraham Kilbourn, Nathan Garnsey, James Morris and 
benezer Benton, be a Committee for the Purposes mentioned 

n the Eleventh Article of the Association Agreement of the 
rand Continental Congress in Philadelphia, 5th of September 

ast, and approved, adopted and recommended by the General 
ssembly of tl1is Colony at their session in October last." 
Tbe " Eleventh Article of the Association Agreement," here 
ferred to, provides for the appointment of "Committees of 

nspection" in each city and town,'" whose business it shall be 
ttentively to observe the conduct of all persons touching this 
ssociation ; and when it shall be made to appear that any 
rson has violated its articles, they arc to cause their names 
be published in the Gazette, to the end that all sucl1 foes to 

e Rigl1ts of British America may be publicly known and 
niversally contemned as the enemies of American Liberty, 
nd thenceforth we break off all dealings with him or her." 
ommittees of Inspection were also appointed at the annual 
own Meeting in 1775 and 1776. In addition to the above, 

lie following persons were appointed, viz., Messrs. Reuben 
mith, Lynde Lord, Andrew Adams, Archibald McNeile, Jr., 
oses Sanford, Tapping Reeve, J onathnn Mason, Caleb Gibbs, 
atbanicl Woodruff, William Stanton and Nathaniel Goodwin. 
The celebrated AARON Bunn, (afterwards Vice President of 

1e United States,) became intimately associated with Litcb­
old during this period. He graduated at Princeton College 

October, 1772, and in tho following J unc, his only sister, 
arah Burr, became the wife of Tapping Reeve, Esq., of this 
wn. "In May, 1774," says his biographer, (Davis i, 46,) 
he left fie Rev. Mr. Bellamy's, and went to the house of his 
other-in-law, Tapping Reeve, where his time was occupied 
reading, principally history, but especially those portions of 
which related to wars, battles and seiges, which tended to 

flame his_ natural military ardor. The absorbing topics ef 
xation and the rights of the people were agitating the then 



92 HISTORY OF LITCHFIELD. 

British Colonies from one extreme to the other. These 
jects, therefore, could not pass unnoticed by a youth of 
the enquiring mind and ardent feelings of Burr. Consti 
tional law, and the relative rights of the crown and the 
nists, were exa1uined with all the accumen which he posses 
and he became a whig from reflection and conviction, as 
as from feeling." Burr remained in Litchfield on this o 
sion something over a year. The letters written by him w 
here, contain frequent allusions to local matters, and to· 
viduals ( especially the young ladies) residing in the place. 
a communication to liatthias Ogden ( dated at Litchfield, 
gust 17, 177 4,) he says-" Before I proceed further, let 
tell you that, a few days ago, a 1nob of several hundred 
sons gathered at Barrington, and tore do,·rn the house of a · 
who was suspected of being unfriendly to the liberties of 
people; broke up the court then sitting at that place, &c. 
many of the rioters belonged to this colony, and the Supr 
Court was then sitting at this place, the Sheriff was imm 
ately despatched to apprehend the ring-leaders. He rctu 
yesterday with eight prisoners, who were taken without r . 
tance. But this 1ninute, there are entering the town on 110 

back, with great regularity, about fifty 1nen, armed each 
a white club; and I observe others continually dropping 
I shall here leave a blank, to give you (perhaps in heroics, 
few sketches of my unexampled valor, should they procQed 
hostilities ; and, should they not, I can tell you w"l1at I wo 
have done." .. After the " blank," the young hero adds-" 
above-mentioned sneaks all gaYc bonds for their appear 
to stand a trial at the next court, for com1nitting a riot." 

While Burr remained at the house of Judge Reeve, lie. I 

startled by the news of the Battle of Lexington, which 
place on the 19th of April, 1775. I1nmediatcly thereafter 
addressed a letter to his friend Ogden, urging him ~ com 
Litchfield and make arrange1nents with him for joining 
standard of their country. The Battle of Bunker Hill 
followed-(June 16th.) .As Ogden could not come at on 
Litchfield, Burr started for Elizabethtown, New Jersey, 
assist his friend in arranging for a speedy trip to Cambri 
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where the American army was then encamped. In July, they 
reached Cambridge ; and in September, Burr enlisted as a pri­
vate soldier in Arnold's expedition thro1Jgh the wilderness to 
Quebec. It may be added, that Litchfield was Colonel Burr's 
Tecoguized home for some half dozen years.• 

On the morning of the 10th of May, i 77 5, Colonel ETHAN 

Au.EN, a native of Litchfield, at the head of bis brave Green 
Mountain Boys, surprized and captured the Fortress of Ticon­
~eroga. Se,eral of this little h0tnd of heroes were born and 
rt>red in this vicinity. Lieutenant Crampton, who entered the 
~ort by the side of .. A.Hen, was also a native of this town, and 
· ad resided here during a large part of his life. On this occa-
ion was captured the first British flag that fell into the hands 
f the Americans in the revolutionary contest! The magni­
ude and importance of this exploit will be better understood, 
hen considered in connection with the vast amount of time, 
d treasure, and blood, which the fortress had cost the Brit­

. sh Government. The day following the capture of Ticonder­
ga, the garrison at Crown Point, with all its military stores, 
rere surrendc1·ed to Colonel Warner, a native of Roxbury, 
in tbis County. 

• On the 27th of January, 1776, Judge Reeve ,vrote to Burr thus-" Amid the la­
entations for the loss of n. brave, enterprising General, [Montgomery,} your escape 

rom snch imminent danger, to which you Im.Ye been exposed, bas afforded us the 
en.test sn.tisfnction. The news of the unfortnnate attack upon Quebec nrrivcd 

mong us on the 13th of this mouth. I concenled it from your sister until the 18th, 
·hen she found it out ; hut, iu less than hnlf 1~11 hour, I received letters from Albany 
cquniuting me tbnt you were in safety, nnd had gained great honor by your intrepid 
onduct. 4 :If It was hnppy for us tbnt we did not know you were au aid-de-enmp 
ntii wo heard of your welfure ; for ,ve henrd tbat Montgomery and his aids ,vere 
illed, without knowing who his aids were. Your sister enjoys a middling state of 
ealth. She baa mnny anxious hours on your account ; but sbo tells mo that, as she 
elieves you may serve the country in the business in which you n.re uow employed, 

she is contented that you should remain in the army. It must be nn exalted public 
pirit, that coultl produce such nn effect upon n sister as affectionate as yours.,, 

1''or sc,.·eral months in 1'/81, Mrs. Theodocia. Jlrovost (tl1e dashi11g young widow of 
Colonel Provost, of the British Army,) was a resident of Litchfield ; and o. fow of 
er letters written from this place are preserved in Davis's Life of Burr, vol. i, pp. 
4-227. She becnme the wife of Burr, July 2, 1782. 
Aaron Burr became aid de-camp to General Washington, Attomey General of tbe 

State of .New York, U. S. Senator, nnd, in 1801, was a candidnte with Jefferson for the 
Presidency of the United States-the two receiving au equal number of electoral votes. 
Ancr an exciting contest of several days in the U. S. House of Representatives, Jef 
ferson was chosen President, and Burr Vice President. 
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In January, 1776t Captain Bezaleel Beebe, of Litchfie 
received orders to enlist a company for the defense of N 
York. The tidings spread rapidly throughout ihe town, 
awakened anew the enthusiasm of the whigs. A. veteran 
died within the last few years, stated that when the inte 
gence reached him, he"started on a run for the Captain's h 
quarters, fearing the roll would be full before he could -ro__G,j­

there. Captain Beebe's orders reached him on a Sunday, 
by the following Saturday, the company had been raised, a 
ed, and equipped, and were on their march toward- Fairfie 
The following paper, with the names attached, is inserted h 
for preservation: 

"WE, the Subscribers, being convinced of the Necessity of a 
of Forces to defeat certain Wicked Purposes formed by the inst 
ments of Ministerial Tyranny, do solemnly engage ourselves and en· 
as Private Soldiers, in a Regiment to be Commanded by Colonel 
DREW WARD, Jr., under the command of ?rlajor General LEE, 
the Term of Eight Weeks at the utmost from the Day we M 
from Fairfielrl, which is the place of Rendezvous; the Honora 
Major General Lee having given his Word and Honor that we s 
not be Detained a single Day after said Term. Dated at Litchfiel 
21st day of January, 1776." 

Lieut. Jonathan Mason, 

Briant Stoddard, 
James W oodnrlf, 
Oliver ,v oodruff, 
Phineas Good win, 
Zebulon Bissell, 
Benjamin Taylor, 
l\foses Taylor, 
Frederick Stanley, 
James Crampton,' 
Caleb Munson, 
Abraham Wadhams, 
:Martin Nash, 
Oliver Griswold, 
Zadock Gibbs, Jr. 
Josiah Bartholomew, Jr. 
Jesse Stanley, 
Elisha Mayo, 
Nathaniel N eweU, 

Sergt. Benjamin Bissell, 
Elihu Harrison, 
Roger N. Whittlesey, 
Charles Woodruff, Jr., 
Joseph Sanford, 
Stephen Brown, 
William Patterson, 
John Lyman, 
Obed Stoddard, 
T. Weed, 
George Dear, 
Jacob Gaylord, 
Elihu Grant, 
Abram Beach, 
Ichabod Tuttle, 
Chauncey Beach, 
George Dear, Jr. 
Adino Hale, 
Allen Lucas, 
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Luman Bishop, 
Asaph Benham, 
Joseph Finney, 
Zebedee Sturtevant, 
Martin Curtiss, 
Levi Swan. 
Joel Barnes, 
Peleg Holmes, 
Alexander Sackett, 

William Starr, 
Heber Gilbert, Jr. 
Zebulon Palmer, 
Joseph Peters, 
Truman G~lbert, 
Heman Brown, 
Luther Comstock, 
Daniel Swan. 
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Those who have a knowledge of the leading men of Litch.. 
eld county from forty to seventy years ago, will recognize in 
1e above list the names of many of her most prominent and 

uential citizens-men of wealth and enterprize, who, 
ough surrounded by the endearments of domestic life, vol-

ntarily enlisted as private soldiers in that dangers expedition. 
e roll as here given is not complete. A.bout two-thirds of 

10 persons named in the list belonged to this town ; the re­
aindor were from Goshen, Torrington and Warren. They 
ere all enlisted from the 21st to the 25th of January, 1776. 
he names of a few additional members of this company may 

gleaned from the following Appraisal : 
"Litc~field, 26th January, 1776. 

" WE, being requested to apprise the Arms belonging to Capt. Bez­
eel Beebe's Company, in Col. Andrew Ward's Re[iment, going on 

expedition to New York under the command of ueneral Charles 
ee-we accordingly apprized the same, being first duly sworn, viz., 

Elihu Harrison's Gun, Bayonet and Cartridge Box, in his own 
hand~. [ Figures omitted.] 

Roger. N. '\Vhittlesey,s Gun in the hands of Briant Stoddard. 
Joseph Sanford's Gun, Bayonet and Belt in his own hands. 
Nathaniel Allen's Gun, Bayonet and Belt in his own hands. 
Obed Stoddard's Gun, Bayonet, Cartridge box and belt. 
Joshua Smith's Gun in his own hands. 
Zebulon Bissell's Gun in his own hands. 
James Woodruff's Gun carried by Stephen Brown. 
Phineas Goodwin's Gun, bayonet and belt. 
Whiting Stanley's Gun carried by James Crampton. 
Oliver W oodruff''s Gun carried by himself. 
Hezekiah Agard's Gun carried by John Lyman. 
Jedediah Strong's Gun, bayonet and belt carried by Wm Patterson. 
Lieut. Jonathan Mason's Cartridge box. 

.. _u_el 9~e14:_s Gun carried_b1,_him~~lf, 
oah (iarnsefs Gun carriea by T. Weed. 
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Sergt. Benjamin Bissell's Gun and Bayonet carried by himself. 
Asa Osborn's Gun and Cartridge box carried by himself. 
Jedediah Strong's Gun carried by Benjamin Taylor. 
Jedediah Strong's Gun carried by Frederick Stanley • 

... Reuben Smith, Esq's, Gun, Bayonet, Case and Belt, carried I 
Capt. Beebe. 

Capt John Osborn's Gun carried by Moses Taylor. 
ABRAHA.:U BRADLEY,} A . 
TIIOl[AS CATLIN, PP01::rs Q 

OBED STODDER, a • : 
I 

In llay, 1776, a regiment was ordered to be raised for · 
defense of the State, "to be subject to join the contine · 
army, if so ordered by the Governor." Captain Beebe 
appointed to the command of one of the companies of 
regiment, with Jesse Cook for 1st lieutenant, and James W: 
son for 2<l licutcnant. Lieut. Watson ,v-as soon transferred 
another corps, aud JJUll!_§!!?-_!!h, of Litchfield, was commissi 
ed in his place. The following is a complete list of the offi 
and soldiers of this company: 

BEZALEEI .. BEEBE, Captain, 
Jesse Cook, Lieutenant, 
John Smith, do. ,v ait Beach, Ensign, 
Levi Peck, Sergeant, 
Cotton l\Iather, do. 
lieber Stone, <l.o. 
Solomon Goodwin, <l.o. 
Samuel Cole, Corporal, 
}~zekiel Bissell, do. 
Elijah Loomis, do. 
David IIall, do. 
Joel Taylor, Drummer, 
Epaphras ,vadsworth, Fifer, 
Nathaniel Allen, 
Cyrcnius Austin, 
Enos Austin, 
Joseph Austin, 
Andrew Austin, 
Elihu Beach, 
Barnias Beach, . 
Zebulon Bissell, 

James Beach, 
Asa Brooks, 
Daniel Benedict, 
Samuel Bald win, 
Elisha Brownson, 
Benjamin Bissell, 
Daniel Barns, 
Ebenezer Bacon, 
Noah Beach, 
Elisha Bissell, 
Frederick Bigelow, 
Hezekiah Bissell, 
James Davis, 
Friend Dickinson, 
Jesse Dickinson, 
Solomon Dickinson, 
Ebenezer Dimon, 
Gershom Fay, 
Remembrance Filley, 
Joel Frost, 
John German, 
Phineas Goodwin, 
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Beriah Birge, 
James Birge, 
Noadiah Bancroft., 
lthamar Gibbs, 
Moore Gibbs, 
Samuel Gleason, 
Isaac Hosford, 
Abraham Haskins, 
Amos Johnson, 
Charles Kilbourn, 
Henry Hclntire, 
Thomas Mason, 
Oliver ?tlarshall, 
Timothy l\Iarsh, 
Alexander McNiel, 
Ebenezer Landon, 
Remembrance Loomis, 
James Little, 
John Lyman, 
Noah North, 
David Olmsted, 
Ethan Q5born, 
John Parmeley, 
Solomon Parmeley, 

Joseph Goodwin, 
Benjamin Gibbs, 

Gersbom Gib~---
Henry Plumb, 
Eliphaz Parsons, 
Joseph Sanford, 
ltrederick Stanley, 
Timothy Stanley, 
Jared Stewart, 
Joseph Spencer,­
Daniel Smith,­
Aaron Stoddard, 
Ira Stone, 
John Stronis,_ 
Peleg Sweet, 
Stephen Taylor, 
Joseph Taylor, 
Samuel Vaill, 
Jeremiah ,v eed, 
John Weed, 
Gideon Wilcoxson, 
John \Vhiting, 
Oli vcr ,v oodruff, 
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, These names are copied fron1 tho account-book and billet­
pH preserved among tho papers of Col. Beebe. From various 
~counts and 1ncn1oranda found in these papers, we are able 

gathei· certain facts in tho history of s01nc of these soldiers. 
hus-" August 9, To cash paid for cojJin for Ira Stone;" 
pt. 7, "Lieut. John S1nith was discharged from tlie army 
New York ;" "John German was dismissed from my com­
ny by order of a General Court :Martial, July 9, 1776 ;" 
.Aug. 9, Jam~s Beach dietl about 8 o'clock in the 1norning ;" 
ept. the 5th, 10 o'clock at night, Samuel Gleason died;" 
the account with Joel Taylor-"Paid one dollar to Zebulon 
ylor to deliver to tlie motlter of the above Joel Taylor, da-

ased, it being cash that was with him ,vhen he died;" "Sept. 
, 1777, Received of Capt. Beebe 22 shillings for mileage 
m Philadelphia to Litchfield. (Signed,) Abraham Haskins/' 

18 
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From the account of Gershom Gibbs-" Received of Ca 
Beebe three dollars that belonged lo 111,y kusba1zd atul son, wbi 
was part of the money sent to them whilst prisoners in N 
York. (Signed,) Tabitha Gibbs." Fro1n the account wi 
Nathaniel Allen-" Sept 27, 1777, To cash left with Jose 
Agard to be paid to Mrs. Allen, that was left with me wh 
Mr. Allen died." From the account with Phineas Goodwin 
"To back rations 16 days at Fort ,v ashington," &c. 
fate of some of these indiYiduals, together with that of m 
others belonging to this company, will be more fully explai 
in the narrative which follows. 

About the 1st of November, 1776, thirty-six picked men, ( 
of whose names are given in the preceding roll,) were pl 
under the co1n1nand of Capt. Beebe and sent to Fort ,v ashi 
ton to aid in its defense. . This post, together with Fort 
on the Jersey shore, co1nmauded the 1nouth of the Ilud 
and was hence regarded by the ene1ny as a tempting pr· 
In anticipation of an attack, the works had been strengthe · 
and reinforced. At the critical time, the Fort and Harl 
Heights were manned by two Pennsylvania Regiments co 
maude<l by Colonels ~Iagraw and Shea, Rawlin's Riflcn1en f 
}[aryland, so1ne of the 1nilitia of the flying can1p, and a 
compauie~ detailed fron1 the Connecticut Regin1ents. On 
15th of Xovember, Sir ,Villia1n Howe sununoned Colonel 
graw, ( who had the chief conunand of the garrison,) to 
render. That brnve officer, acting under the im1nediate 
vice of Generals Putna1n and Greene, re~ponucd, that 
would defenu hiinself to the last extren1ity. On the 1norn· 
of the 16th the attack was co1n111cncctl at four ditlercnt po· 
nearly at the same moment. rrhe IIessians under Knyp 
sen assaulted the south side ; the English Light Infantry, 
battalions of Guards, the 3gd Regiinen t, and a body of Gr 
diers, co1nmandcd by General llatthews and Lord Cornw 
attacked the east side; on the south, a feint was attempted 
Colonel Sterling with the 42d Regiinent ; while Lord Pe 
,vith a very strong corps, directed the assault upon the 
ern flank of the fortress. The assailants were provided 
excellent ~rains of artillery, which were brought to bear 
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t. The attack w~ prosecuted with extraordinary energy 
d spirit, and the Americans continued to defend thcinselves 
til resistance became fruitless. During a recess in the fight, 
e garrison was again summoned to surrender ; and, after a 
· cf consultation with the officers, llngraw capitulated. The 
tire A1nerican force, amounting to two thousand six hun-
d men, surrendered as prisoners of war. During the seige, 

e enemy lost about twelve hundred, and the A.1nericans 
ut four hundred. 

Gorton, the historian, informs us that "while the enemy were 
vancing to the attack, Generals " ... ashington, Putnan1 and 
ccne, and Colonel Knox, with their aids, crossed the river 
d approached toward the Fort. They were warned of their 
nger, and, after much persuasion, were induced to return. 
1e garrison, however, was watched with intense interest by 
ashington, who, fron1 Fort Lee, could Yicw several parts of 
c attack; and when he saw his 1ncn bayoneted, and in that 
y killed while begging for quarter, he cried with the tender­
ss of a child, denouncing the barbarity that was practiced." 
The tcrn1s of" the capitulation were regarded as liberal and 
norablc on the part of the victors, and highly favorable to 
c Yanquished. The 1nanner in which those tcrins were ,·io­
tcd, and every principle of lnununity set at naught, by the 
iscrcants into whose hands the unfortunate prisoners were 
ccd, is without a parallel in the history of the revolutionary 
uggle. Crowded, with hundreds of others, into the Sugar­

ousc and on board the Prison-Ships, without air or water 
d for the first two days without food, contagion and death 
re the natural consequences. The dysentery, s1nall-pox, 
d other terrible diseases, broke out a1nong the1n, and very 

w of the whole nu1nber survived the terrible ordeal. On the 
th of December, 1776, an exchange of prisoners took place. 
ly eleven of Captain Beebe's Co1npany were able to sail for 
nnccticut, viz., }Iarsh, Woodruff, R. Loo1nis, B. Beach, N. 
ach,}Iarshall, Brownson, Bissell, Little, Benedict and }fason. 
x of these died on their way home, Yiz., Bissell, Brownson, B. 
ach, llarsh, }Iarshall and Loomis. 'r he ren1ainder of those 
o were living at that date, being too ill to be removed, were 
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left behind-where all ( except Sergeant Mather,) died wi ' 
few days, most of them with the small-pox. Here follow 
names of these " picked men." The notes prefixed, ap 
have been added by Captain Beebe at the different 
corresponding with the dates: 

'' An ... 4cco·uril of tlie PrisonPrs' 1Yanies a-nd Places of 0 
·nient. 

Sergt. Cotton ~lather-returned home. 
Sergt. David IIall-dicd of the small-pox on board the 

vener, Dec. 11, 1776. 
Elijah Loo1nis-died. 
Gershom Gibbs-died on hoard the ship, Dec. 29, 1776. 
Timothy Stanley-died on board the ship, Dec. 26, 177 
Amos Johnson-died Dec. 26, 1776. 
Thnothy :\larsh-died on his ,vay home. 
Barnias Beach-died on his way home .. 
Samuel Vaill-died on board the Grosvener, Dec. 27, 1 
Nathaniel .Allen-died of small-pox~ Jan. 1, 1777. ~ 
Enos Aus.tin-died of the small-pox, Dec. 4, 1776, in 

evening. 
Gideon ,vncoxson-diccl. 
Thomas Mason-1·eached l1ome. 
Alexander McNiel-died. 
Daniel Smith-died in New York, ofsmall-pox,Jan. 1, 1 
Noah Beach-reached home. 
Daniel Benedict-reached home. 
Isaac Gibbs-died Jan. 15, 1777. 
Olh·er Marshall-died 011 his way home. 
Solo1non Parmely-went on board the ship, and I fear 

drowned, as I cannot find him. 
David Ohnsted-dicd Jan. 4, 1777. 
Jared Stuart-died Jan. 26, 1777, in the morning. 
John Lyman-died Jan 26, 1777. 
Elisl1a Brownson-died on his way home. 

Tlie above Pris01iers are at Livi-ngsto·n' s Sugar B 

Zebulon Bissell-died in W oodbttry, on bis way home. 
Aaron Stoddard-died Jan. 12, 1777. 
John Parmely-died Jan. 15, 1777. 
Joel Taylor-died Jan. 9, 1777. 
James Little-reached home. 
Phineas Goodwin-died Jan. 5, 1777. 

[ The above at 'the Church called the Nortfi Clrnn 
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Oliver Woodruff-reached home. 
Remembrance Loomis-died on his way home. 

[ TJ,e above at Bridewell. 
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The above Prisoners belong to Capt. Beebe's Company, Col. 
adley's R~giment. 

Corporal Sa1nuel Cole, 
Jeremiah ,v eed, 
Joseph Spencer, 
John ,Vhiting, 

Were either killed or made 
their escape from Fort W asli .. 
ington, on the 16th of Novem­
ber, 1776." 

Probably no similar instance of mortality occurred during 
e entire war. Only six survivors out of a company of 
·rty-six. hale and hearty young men, is a per-centage of loss 
ely reached even in the most fatal engagements. But few, 

any, of these men were slain in battle. They died misera­
deaths, fro1n cold, hunger, thirst, suffocation, disease, and 
vilest cruelty from those to whon1 they had surrendered 

ir arms on a solemn promise of fair and honorable treat­
nt ! Well might Ethan Allen ( a professed infidel,) with 
nched teeth, exclaim to Captain Beebe, as he did on one 
asion-" I confess my faith in my own creed is shaken; 
re ouglit to be a hell for ~uch infernal scoundrels as that 

wrie !"-referring to the officer in charge of the prisoners. 
Captain Beebe, in consideration of his office, was allowed 

limits of the city on l1is parol of honor, but was compelled 
pro,·ide himself with food, lodging, and shelter. lie was 
ustomed to visit his 111011 daily, so long as any remained, 

d did whatever he was allowed to do, to alleviate their 
etched condition. He was not exchanged witl1 the other 
·soners, but was detained within the " li1nits ,, for nearly a 
r, at his own expense. During 1nuch of this time, Colonel 
en was held in New York as a prisoner of ·war ; and, before 
remnant of the Litchfield soldiers were exchnnged, these 

o gallant officers often met for consultation. 
In June, 1776, the General Assembly ordered six battalions 
be raised in this State and 111arched directly to New York, 
re to join the continental army. A co1npany was raised 
Litchfield for this service, of which Abraham Bradley was 
ptain, Tilley Blakesley, 1st Lieutenant, 1,homas Catlin, 2d 
utenaut, and J a.mes Morris, Jr., Ensign. 
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Among the " Wolcott Papers " is preserved the follo · 
Deposition made on the 3d of }lay, 1777, before Andrew 
ams, Esq., J. P., by Lieutenant 1.'homas Catlin, of this to 
(father of the late Dr. Abel Catlin,) who was an officer in _ 
.American army in New York in 1776. He avers, in subst 
" That he was taken Prisoner by the British Troops on N 
York Island, September 15, 1776, and confined with a 
number in close Gaol, eleven days; that he had no sus ~ 
ance for forty-eight hours after he was taken ; that for ele · 
whole days they had only about two days' allowance, and t · 
pork was offensive to the smell. That forty-two were confi 
in one house, till Fort Washington was taken, when the ho 
was crowded with other Prisoners; after which they were· 
formed thev should have two-thirds allowance-which co ., 

ted of very poor Irish Pork, Bread hard, mouldy and wo 
made of canail and dregs of flax-seed. The British Troops 
good bread. Bracki~h water was given to the Prisoners, 
he had seen $1 50 giYen for a co1nmon pail of water. 
between three and four pounds of Pork was given three 
for three dnys. That for near three 1nonths, the private 
diers were confined in the Churches, and in one were ei 
hundred and fifty; that about the 25th of December, 17 
he and about two hundred and twenty-five others were put 
board the Glasgow at New York to be carried to Connecti 
for exchange. They were on board eleven <lays, and kept 
black, coarse broken bread, and less pork than before. T 
ty-eight died during these eleven days ! They were tre 
with great cruelty, and had no fire for sick or well._ 
were crowded between decks, and many died through hards 
ill usage, hunger and cold." 

This is anotlie-r specimen of tbe treatment of our pr· 
ers by the enemy. It is a source of gratification to e 
American to be able to say, that British prisoners in Ameri 
hands, in the same contest, were treated more like gentle 
than like brutes. 

" Before the revolution," says llr. Gibbs, in l1is History 
the Administrations of ,v ashiugton and Adams, "a le 
equestrian statue of George III. stood in the Bowling G 
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in the city of New York. At the breaking out of the war, 
his was overthrown, and, lead being highly valuable, was sent 
o General Wolcott's nt Litchfield for safe keeping; where, in 

process of time, it was cut up and run into bullets by his 
daughters and their friends." 

In a paper read before the New York Historical Society, by 
be author above quoted, in October, 1844, he gives a curious 

d interesting history of this statue, from which the following 
xtracts are made : 
..ACCOtiNT OF THE STATUE OF GEORGE III. FORllERLY STANDING 

ON THE BOWLING GREEN', NEW YORK. 

" Most· of the members are probably aware that an Equestrian 
tatue of King George III. stood upon the Bowling Green, in this 

ity, prior to the Revolution, and was overthrown soon after its com­
encement. I belie,·e, howel"er, that its sub5equent fate ha.~ never 

cen recorded, and having in my possession a paper giving authentic 
nformation on the subject, I ha,·e supposed that the royal effigy 
ight be worth a brief obituary. 
Holt's (New York) Gazette, as quoted by l\Ir. Dunlap, gives the 

ollowing notice of its erection: 
'August 21st, 17i0, being the birth-day of Prince Frederick, the 

ather of George III., an elegant Equestrian Statue of his present 
aje~ty, George III. was erected in the Bowling Green, near Fort 
corge. On this occasion tl1e members of his l\lnjesty's Council, the 
ity Corporation, the Corporation of the Clmmher of Commerce, the 
orporation of the !vlarine Society, and most of the gentlemen of the 
ity and .Army, waited on his flonor, the Lieutenant-Governor Col-
en, in the Fort, at hii, request; when his 1\lajesty's and other loyal 
ealths were drunk under a discharge of thirty-two pieces of cannon, 

m the Battery, at>companicd with a band of mu~ic. This beautiful 
tatue is made of metal [ Dunlap says, by way of parenthesis, ' the 
riter did not like to say what metal represented his royal majesty, 
e best of kings-it was lead,'] being the first equestrian one of his 
sent :Majesty, and is the workmanship of that celebrated statuary, 

r. Wilton of London.' 
Symptoms of disloyalty, betokening revolution I suppose, soon man­

ested themselves in the rude treatment of the effigy, for on the 6th 
Jlebrunry, 1773. an act was passed 'to prevent the defacing of 

t
atucs which are erected in the city .of New York.' 
Upon the above account ~Ir. Dunlap observes-' This statue·stood 

.11 sometime in 1776. I saw it in 1775. In 1776 it was thrown 
~wn, and tradition says converted into bullets to resist his gracious 
~ajesty'~ soldiers when sent to enforce the doctrine of' the sovereigu­
y of the British Parliament over the Colonies in all cases whatsoever' 
,-the doctrine of Mr. Pitt, Lord Chatham, w:llich he died in an effort 
> enforce. The pedestal stood until long after the Revolution. No 
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f raament of the horse or hi~ rider was ever seen after its overthro 
" and so completely had the memory of the event been lost, that I ha 

never found a person who could te1l me on what oecasion it \Vas 
dered, or when placed in the Bowling Green.' 

Some cotem porary not ices of the destruction of this effigy ha 
been pointed out to me, which I will cite. The first is from a b 
of general orders issued by ,,T ashington, the original of which is · 
the possession of this Society. It is as follows: 

'July 10.-Though the General doubts not the persons who pull 
down and mutilated the statue in Broadway last night, acted in t 
public cause, yet it has so much the appearance of riot and want 
order in the army, that he disapproves of the manner, and directs t 
in future these things shall be avoided by the soldiery and left to 
executed by proper authority.' 

The next is in a letter from Ebenezer Hazard to General Gat 
dated July 12th, 1776, which will be found among the Gates Pap 
and in the Society'~ Collection-and is as follo\Vs: 

'The King of England's arms have been burned in Philadelph0 

and his statue hc1·e has been pulled down to make musket balls 
so that bis troops will probably have melted majesty fired at them! 

Another iFt in a letter from New York, of July 11, 1776, publish 
in the New llampshire Gazette of the 27th-

' Last l\Ionday evening, the Equestrian Statue of George III., wi 
tory pride and folly raised in the year 1770, was, by the Sons 
Freedom, laid prostrate in the dust-the just desert of an ungratefl 
tyrant. The lead wherewith tl1is monument is made, is to be r 
into bullets, to nssimulate with the brains of our infatuated adve 
rics, who, to gain a peppercorn, haYe lost an empire. A gentlem 
"·ho was present at the ominous fall of his leaden majesty, looki 
back to the original's hopeful beginning, pertinently exclaimed in 
langungc of the angel to Lucifer-' If thou be'est he, but ah ho 
fnlltm ! how changed !' ' 

l\Ir. Stephens• (Incidents of Travel in Russia, etc., vol. ii, p. 2~ 
mention:; luning met ,vith a curious memorial of its destruction, 
nt an out of the way place. This was a gaudy and flaring engmvi 
in a b]ack wooden frame, representing the $Cene of its destructi 
which he found in a t1wern at 0/lioff, in Russia. 'The grouping . 
picture,' he says, 'wus rude and grotesque, the ringleader being al 
negro stripped to his trowsers, and straiuing with all his might n 
a rope, one end of which was fastened to the head of the statue 
the other tied around his own waist, his white teeth and the whites 
his eyes being particularly conspicuous on a heavy ground of bl , 
How this picture found its way to Russia, it would be difficult 
imagine; it would certainly be not less a curiosity here than there. 

The document I have mentioned gives an account of its remaini 
history in a shape whic~ history seldom assumes, that of an acco 

• John L. Stephens, the c;,brated traveler, was a graduate of the Litchfield 
Sehool. 
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current. It is preser'f'ed among the papers of General (afterwards 
Governor) ,v olcott, of Connecticnt. It is a statement of the number 
of cartridges mnde from the materials of the statue by the young la­
dies of Litchfield, and is in these words : 

' l\Irs. Marvin, 3456 cartridges. 
" " on former account, 2602 

Ruth l\Iarvin on former account, 
Not sent to court house 449 packs, 

Laura, on former account, 
Not sent to court house 344 packs, 

6058 
6204 
5388 
-11,592 
4250 
4128 
- 8378 

Mary Ann, on former account, 5762 
Not sent to the court house 119 packs, out 

of which I let Col. Perley Howe have 
3 packs, 5028 

Frederick, on former account, 
Not sent to court house I°9 packs, 

Mrs. Beach's two accounts, 
}lade by sundry persons, 
Gave Litchfield l'lilitia, on alarm, 

--10,790 
708 
228 

936 

37,754 
2002 
' 2,182 

Let the regiment of Col. "\\"igglesworth have 
50 

300 

Cartridges, No. 
Overcharged in J\Irs. Beach's account, 

42,288 
200 

42,088' 

The original document is in ~neral Wolcott's hand writing, and 
s endorsed 'number of cartri<lges made.' There is no elate to it, nor 
s there mention made by him of the fact of their being made from the 
tatue ; but a memorandum added by his son, the last Governor W ol­
· ott, explains it as follows: 

'N. B. An equestrian statue of George the Third of Great Britain 
as erected in the city of New York, on the Bowling Green, at the 
wer end of Broadway. Most of the materials were lead, but richly 
·1ded to resemble gold. At the beginning of the Revolution, this 
atue was overthrown. Lead then being scarce and dear, the statue 
as broken in pieces, and the metal transported to Litchfield as a 
lace of safety. The ladies of the village converted the lead into cart-

.· dges, of which the preceding is an account. O. W.' 
1 

The Mrs. and Miss l\farvin and J.\,lrs. Beach, mentioned in the pa­
~er, belonged to families who yet reside in Litchfield; the other per­
oas named, were the two daughters and youngest son of General 
folcott. 14 
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Litchfield, it may be noticed, was, during the war, a place of 
Importance as a military depot. ...4Jter the capture of New York 
the British in 1776, all communication between New l4:ngland 
Pennsylvania was turned to the westward of the Highlands on 
Hudson, and the troops and stores were usually passed through t 
village as a point on the most convenient route to the posts on 
river yet in possession of the .A.mericans. General \V olcott, who 
a member of the Continentnl Congress, lil·ed there ; · and, during 
intervals of his congressional attendance, was constantly occnpied 
raising troops to supply the requisitions of ,v ashington, Putnam 
Gates. It appears from hi~ letters that he returned to Connect" 
shortly after the adoption of the Declarntion of Independence, 
which he was one of the signers, and it is probable that the statue 
transported there at his instance, immediately after its destruc 
Of its identity as the material for the cartridges above mentio 
there can be no doubt. The last Governor Wolcott, on gradn 
from Yale College in 1778, was appointed to an office in the Qu 
Master,s Department, under General Greene, and wa.c; posted at Li 
field in charge of the stores there, His opportunity for knowing 
fact, as mentioned in his note, was the ref ore certain. The late 
Judge Wolcott, moreover, who figures in the account as 'Frede· 
and who was n boy at the time, informed me a few years ago tha& 
well remembered the circumstance of the statue being sent there, 
that a shed was erectecl for the occasion in an appl~-orchard adjoi 
the house, where his father chopped it up with a wood axe, and 
girls had a frolic in running the bullets an~ making them up into · 
ridges. I suppose the alarm of the militia, on which some were 
tributed, was Tryon's Invasion in 1777, when Danbury was bu 
On this occasion, fourteen men, tl,e last i'n Litchfield capable of 
ing arms, were started at midnight to aid in repulsing tbe enemy. 

1\. few miscellaneous facts relating to Litchfield men 
here introduced nearly in cl1ronological order. 

It should have been 1nentioned previously, that Cap 
David \Velch, of Litchfield, commanded a company that 
called into active service early in 1775, and in April of 
year he was commissioned as 1f ajor in Colonel Hinmau's 
ment. He served throughout the war, and was an effi · 
and popular officer. During this year, also, Jedediah St 
was appointed a Commissary to purchase Horses for the A 
and Oliver Wolcott was chosen a member of the con tin 
congress. Fisber Gay, of Farmington, ( a native of this to 
was one of the Lieutenant•Colonels appointed and co 
sioned at the special session of the Legislature held in M 

In May, 1776, Amos Pa.rmeley was allowed by the Asse 
£14: 12: 1, lawful money, "for nursing his sick son, J 
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ho was a soldier in Major Welch's company, General Woos­
r's regiment, in the northern army, in 1775." This is the 

ohn Parmcley who died in captivity in New York, in Janu­
ry, 1777. Jedediah Strong was appointed Commissary for 
he purchase of Clothing, and on a Committee to exchange,bills 
f credit for specie. 

On the 4th of July, OLIVER WOLCOTT appended his name to 
e Declaration of independence. In October he was re­

ppointed a 1nen1ber of the continental congress. 
Drs. Reuben Smith and Seth Bird were appointed by the 

egislature, in October, on a com1nittee " to exan1ine all per­
ns in this State that should Le offered at Surgeons or Sur­
ons' M@,tes in the continental army or i1avy, and if found 

ualified, to give them certificates." 
Andrew Adams was appointed, with others, to cause the 

rrest of all suspected persons, and those dangerous to the 
"bertics of A1nerica. 

In Dcce1nber, the Legislature appointed Tapping Reeve and ·· 
vndc Lord on a commi ttce to '' to rotise and aniinate the ,,, 

eople," and endeavor to procure the e11list1nent of volunteers 
r ,vashi1igton's army. A company was forthwith raised in 
itchfield, and the following officers were co1nn1issioncd-Na­

haniel Goodwin, Captain ; .Alexander Waugh, ~Jieutenant; 
nd Ozias Goodwin, Ensign. A.t the sa1ne session, Colonel 
olcott was pro1noted to the rank of Brigadier General, and 

·ven the co1n1nand of the Fourth Brigade. 

While General ,v olcott was attending upon the sessions of 
ongress in Philadelphia, his principal Litchfield correspon-
ents ( aside from Mrs. ,v olcott and his son Oliver,) were 
BJJlUel Lyman, Esq., and Dr. Reuben Smith-both, of course, 
ue patriots. Mr. Lyman was accustomed to write upon 
mily matters, and on public affairs generally; wbile Dr. 
mith kept the General advised on subjects of local interest. 
e give the subjoined letter from Dr. 81nith entire-with tl1e 

· ple suggestion, that considerable allowance must be made 
r the personal and political prejudices of the writer. His 
sinuation in regard to Major Welch, for ~nstance, was alike 
ngenerous and uncalled for. If his active service on the 
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field does not afford sufficient evidence of his zeal in tl1e ca 
of Independence, we have yet a surer test of his patriotism 
the fact that it was again and again endorsed by a majority 
his fellow-townsmen, in electing him to various public 
ees-at times, too, when they would not tolerate the l 
suspicion of toryisni. When Dr. Smith's letter was 
ten, a feeling of coldness and despqndency seemed to 
vail among the patriots throughout the colonies. A rc-ac · 
had succeeded the enthusiasm with which the Revolution 
inaugurated. Frequent reverses had led some of the tr 
friends of freedom to fear as to the final result of the co 
in which they were engaged. In addition to this, the fact 
not to be disguised that there had been from the first a 
midable 1ninority of the voters of this town who were bi 
opponents of the "Great Rebellion," as they were wont 
term it. These facts will serve to account for the tempo 
inactivity of tho patriots in Litchfield, of which the D 
complains. 

"-Litchfield, 17th April, 177l 
llon'd Sir-Your favor of the 1st in~tant came to hand the I 

and I now sit down to give you the desired information, though i 
ant of any proper conveyance. 

At the Town Council in January, John Marsh, 3d, and Daniel 
were object~<l to as Innholders; upon which Captain John, w 
this year one of the Selectmen, moved that l\Iarsh might be called 
which was agreed to. He accordingly came in, aud ucknowle 
the several charges in substanr.e, and openly declared that in his 
ion America had better settle the dispute on the best terms they 
obtain from Great Britain ; that the further we proceeded, the d 
we should get in the mire, (his own words,) and must finally su 
Captain John tried to help him out, by putting some questions w 
would admit of ambiguous answers; but the young mun was too 
and frank in his answers, and accordingly was left out, as was 
Captain Seymour and David Stoddard were put in their room. 

The latter end of January I joined the army under General Wi 
ter, and retreating soon after in a stormy night, was over fati 
fell sick, was carried up to llorseneck and there discharged, an 
turned home some time in February. Some soldiers haYing b 
home the small pox, I found a number had yentured upon innoc 
without making proper provision that it might not spread in the 
The people were 11:1uch divided ; some warmly engaged for inn 
tion, others as warmly opposed. Unhappily for me, I was chosen 
of the Selectmen this year, ( with Captain Marsh, Mr. Strong, 

.. tain :McNiele and Captain Osborn,) and was therefore under an · 
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J of interposing in the matter ; and thought best, as it was against 
w, neither to encourage or oppose, but endeavor to bring it under 
roper regulations-in which, however, I failed of the wished for suc­
ss, our counsels being very much divided. Several ha\·ing taken it 

he natural way from those that were innoculated, Captain Marsh 
as engaged to crush innoculation wholly; and some people have 
en so unreasonable as to say 1\-Ir. Strong was both for and against 

t. Be that as it way, it served as a game. Both had like to have 
n losers. 

I can't recollect that l\Iarch produced anything very remarkable 
cept the struggle about the small pox. . 
April iii a month of great importance and expectation. Several 

ppeared by the suffrages to be candidates for election at the Freemen's 
eeting. Mr. Adams came in first; and, after many rounds, lfr. 
trongjust carried it against Captain Bradley. Captain John :Marsh 

ell much short of the number I expected. llajor Welch, who for 
ome time has appeared a cool friend of the American cause, was ob­
e"ed to have nearly all the tory votes. So much for Deputies. The 
onstables for Litchfield were Lieutenant Mason, (since dead,) Al-
xander Catlin, Briant and David Stoddard. Lieutenant Mason was 
ppointed in the winter service, wa8 seized with a pleurisy at De­
ancey's l\iills, (Westchester,) sent over to Rochelle, and when we 
treated from .Fort In<lepen<lence, was removed to l\Iamrock, where 

e died the same day. His eldest son, who was with Captain Beebe 
t Fort \V ashington, came home about the same time in a very miser­
hie condition, ancl is since dead. Captain Ueebe and Lieutenant 
esse Grant still remain in captivity. It was saicl, after our success 
t Trenton and Princeton, that we were abundn.ntly able to exchange 
II our prisoners; and certain it is, that we have numbers in han<.I, 
nd yet our people arc hehl prisoners. Is there not somewhere a neg­
ct? llay these partial ills be productive of universal good! Has 
y honored friend any bright prospects? Hns he any cordial for 
ne almost in the Nadir of Despondency? l'ublic spirit and virtue 
xist with us only in iden. · Almost every oue is pursuing his prh·ate 
ain, to the entire neglect of the public good. Our proportion of the 
ntinental army, I believe, is not half completed. l\len will not en­

·st, an<l if <lrafte<l only for six weeks, (as has lately been the case,) 
ey will rather pay a fine of five pounds. Thirteen men were the 

ther day drafted in Captain l\1arsh's company to go to Peekskill and 
be held but six weeks after their arriYal. Not one has gone or in­

nds to go. This town met last week and voted £12 premium for 
very one that shoulcl enlist into the continental army for three years 
r during the war; but I cannot learn that one man has enlisted since. 
his day orders came to town from the Governor and Council of Saf'e-

y to fill up the ~~ight Battalions immediately, by drafting men out of 
he militit\ and alarm companies, till the 1st of January; but it wiil 
ot be done, as a fine of five pounds will excuse from going. 

Ou1· money is continually depreciating.- This week, John Collins 
Id two yoke of oxen for £95, which might have been bought a twelve 
onth put for £20 per yoke. Every nece&1ary article is continually 
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rising in price, which proves a fatal discouragement to men's en0 

ing in the service; for if they go, their families (say they) must 
a¥oidably suffer and starve, as their bounty and pay will not proc 
them the necessary support. 

Monday, ~8th April.-Finding no opportunity of forwarding 
foregoing, direct, it has lain by until this time, and now send it to 
Post Office in llartford with the following addition : 

Intelligence was brought to town last Saturday afternoon, 
twenty-four Transports were come to a place called Compo, betw 
Fairfield and Norwalk, and that the troops were landing. About t 
o'clock next morning, an Expres:; came from New Milford, who· 
formed that the troops landed to the number of three thousand, • 
some light field-pieces, and proceeded direct to Danbury, where t 
arrived without the lea.st opposition on Saturday at two o'clock in 
afternoon, took possession of our stores and the town, which was · 
to be in flames when the Express came away. The people · 
great spirit turned out immediately from all our towns, but I fear 
little purpose ; for if they fired the town Saturday afternoon, they 
get on board their shipping before our people get down. Last ni 
advice was brought that the enemy was landing at New Haven 
Saturday night, but I itnagine it to be only a feint in order to prev 
their retreat being cut off. We have heard nothing from Danbu 
since the departure of our people. The Tories are grown very in 
lent, but I believe they will not dare attempt anything openly with 

llrs. \Volcott and family are well. OliYer is gone to Danbu 
1¥Iy haste must apologize for abruptne~s, &c. 

I am, Sir, Your llumble Servnnt, 
REUBEN SMITH. 

Hon. Oliver "\V olcott, Philadelphia." 

The last Governor ,v olcott ( then a student at Yale Colleg 
was in Litchfield at the time of the alarm. Awakened 
midnight by the summons to repair to the rendezvous of 
militia, he armed himself; his mother, furnishing his knap 
with provisions and a blanket, hastened his dei,arture, 
dismissed hiiu ~ith the charge "to conduct like a good 
dier." He, with the other volunteers from this town, parti 
pated in the skirmish at "\Viltou, as well as in the subsequ 
attacks during the retreat of the British from the burning 
Danbury. 

\ 

Fro1n another letter written by Dr. Smith to General W 
gott, ( dated at Litchfield, }lay 12th, 1777 ,) we make the i 
lowing extracts. It was penned, ~s will be observed, 
the return of the Litchfield soldiers from the Danbury Al 

"Sunday morning, 27th April, about one o'clock, we were alarm 
Our people turned out spiritedly ; came up with the rear of the 
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my about eleven the next day, a little below Wilton meeting-house, 
and pursued them aboard their ships. Paul Peck was killed in the 
last attack on the enemy. Levi Peck, (Thomas Peck's son,) was 
wounded in the shoulder about the same time. In Wilton, Ozias 
Goodwin was wounded in the arm, and Salmon Buel had one of his 
thighs broken, and the other shot through with the same ball.• 

The infamous Daniel Griswold came into the western part of this 
town, the morning before the alarm, ancl was there concealed till 
Monday; and took off to join the ministerial army, David Kilbourn, 
Benjamin Kilbourn's son Charles, Isaac Kilbourn's son Abraham, and 
Samuel Kilbourn son of Giles Kilbourn, J_!>nathan Smith,_ Jr., ~.111:LhJ.~ 
h.mther Eli§ba, ( who was enlisted in the light horse,) David ·Joy, Ben­
jamin Doolittle, Josiah Stone, and John Davies' son David, and one 
John Beach of \Voodbury who lived at Josiah Stone's. 

The \Vednesday following they were taken, ( except Benjamin Doo- I 

little and Charles Kilbourn, who it is said were killed in attempting i: 

to e.'-cape,)t and were carried to Derby, where they were tried by a _; 
Court .Martial, and Griswold was sentenced to be hanged; which · 
sentence was executed on the 1\-Ionday following, at New Haven.· 
The rest were pardoned, upon their enlisting into the continental army -
during the War. 

Governor Franklin is confined in our Gaol, and a constant Guard 
is kept. We trust he will find it difficult to escape, should he attempt 
it. I under:,tand he utterly denies the charge of dispensing Pardons 
and Protections." 

Of Paul Peck, alluded to in the letter of Dr. Sn1ith, it is 
said, "he was the ~ost expert hunter of the time in which he 
lived. At the Danbury Alarm, he put his large gun in order, 
followed the enemy to Compo, on their retreat, and took a 
station behind a stone wall, where every shot told-until he 
was rushed upon by the enemy, who took his gun from him 
o.nd dashed his brains out with it." Ile was killed, April 28, 
1777, aged about seventy-five years.:f: 

• The Assembly allowed Mr. Buel £60 for his relief. He never fully recovered 
rrom the effects of his wounds. He was the father of Capt. Salmon Buel, who 
Is i-till living. 

t These men both escapecl. Doolittle remained in Litchfield until some thirty years 
ago, when he removed West. Kilbourn settled in Cn.nndo.. (See Biog. Sketches.) 

t It is stated that Fnther :Mills, the eccentric clergyman of Torriugford, wishing on 
one occasion to illustrate the certi\in and irrevocnble doom of the wicked, told of a 
timid Berkshire fox thn.t started on a trip to the Sound. At first he wns wnry of every 
atep, and frightened at the rustling of a leaf. But hnving safely pnssed the snares, 
and hunters, and hounds, that beset his way, he becnmcs careless, proud and self­
:onceited. " He enters Fat Swnmp at a jolly trot, head and tail up, looking defiance 
Lt the enemies he hn.s left so far heh ind him. But Oh, the dreadful reverse :-In the 
nidst of his haughty reverie, he is brought to a. sudden and overln.sting stop IN ONB 

>r PAUL PECK.'B TRAPS." 
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Twenty or thirty prisoners of war, of various grades, w 
sometin1es confined in the Litchfield Jail at once. The 1 
tion being so far inland, and so distant from any naviga 
stream, it was thought they would be less liable to be dis 
ered and rescued here, than at Hartford, New Ha,en or Bos 
Among those confined here in 1776 and 1777, were ~Ir. 
thews, the English llayor of New York, and Hon. Willi 
Franklin, the royal Go,ernor of N cw Jersey. Franklin was 
son of the famous Dr. Bcnjan1in Franklin, and held the o 
of Governor from 1763 to 1776, when he ,vas seized by 
whigs and conveyed to Governor Trumbull, of Connectio 
by whose order he was for so1nc time confined at ,vallingfo 
and Middletown. In .April, 1777, the Couricil of Safety of · 
State received an order from Congress " to confine Govern 
Franklin without pen, ink or paper; and directed him to 
conveyed, under gu~rd, by the Sheriff of Hartford county, 
Litchfield Jail." In Septe1nber, we find mention made · 
the records of the Council, of an order drawn in favor 
Lynde Lord, Esq., of Litchfield, of £100 toward the expeu 
of the guard placed over the Governor ; and on the 15th 
Jauuary, 1778, another similar order was dra,vn in favor 
Sheriff Lord. 

Governor Franklin, after his release, went to ·England, 
was pensioned for l1is sufferings and losses. He died in 18 
aged 86. 

Under date of August 1, 1776, in tho proceedings of 
Council of \Var, occurs the following record as copied by H. 
man, (Hist. Rev. p. 377) : " Letters from the Convention 
New York son t by }Ir. De Peyster, respecting the p · 
oners sent from N cw York to Litchfield Jail, were read ; · 
thereupon ordered, that the llayor of New York should 
brought to Hartford and there confined. Gilbert Forbes 
Willia1n Forbes were directed to be confined in Litchfield j 
and the other ten to be taken to Norwich jail ; and war 
were ordered to be sent to tho several jailers." 

111 the proceedings of the Council of Safety, under date 
A.ugust 26, 1776; occurs the following n1emorandum, · 
" Last llonday, David . )fatthews, llayor of the City of N 
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ork, was brougl1t from Litchfield, and on Friday was retun1-
d to Litchfield, to remain under the care of Captain Moses 
eymour.0 

The first Pleasure Carriage ever brought into this town, was 
resented by Mayor lf atthews to Mrs. )loses Seymour, whose 
usband, it will be seen, had the custody of the Mayor. The 
rriage was in use here as recently as 1818. The )fayor's 
veling trunk is still in this town, in possession of one of 

ajor Seymour's descendants. 
Early in 1777, orders were issued for raising eight battalions 
Connecticut for the continental service, " to serve for three 

ears, or during the "1ar." Ninety-two of tho soldiers for 
ese battalions were ordered to be raised in Litchfield. In 
pril or this year, the town voted to pay out of the treasury 
each soldier that should enlist for the full term specified, the 

1m of twelve pounds per annu1n, in addition to the pay they 
ight receive from the State or General Governments. The 
lectmen were at the same time directed to lay a tax for the 
rpose designated, and Messrs. ?\files Bach, Leman Stone, 

oses Bd.rns ~nd Stephen Bid well, were appointed Collectors. 
Before proceeding farther, it is proper to add, that at the 
riod of which we are writing, Litchfield was the home of a 
markable number of educated and thinking mc11-so1ne of 
hom were already distinguished, and others who were des• 
icd to act an important part in their country's history. In­
ed, no town in the State could boast of a community more 
fined, intelligent and patrotic. Within our present borough 
its resided, Oliver Wolcott, Andrew Adams, Reynold liar­
' Tapping Reeve, Isaac Baldwin, Samuel Lyman, Isaac 
ldwin, Jr., Elisha Sheldon, Jobn Pierce, Jr., Dr. Thomas 
ttle, Lynde Lord, Rev. Timothy Collins, Rev. Judah Cham-
on, Dr. Le1nuel Hopkins, Dr. Reuben Smith, Moses Seymour, 

othy Skinner, Abraham Bradley, William Stanton, Am­
e Collins, Elijah Wadsworth, and Ephraim Kirby-all of 

om, and many more, were conspicuous as public men and 
triots. To this " goodly companie" were soon added, Oli­
r Wolcott, Jr., Ashbel Baldwin, Ezekiel Woodruff, Julius 
ming, Uriah Tracy and Doct. Daniel Sheldon-who all 

15 
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became residents bere bofore the close of the war. Sixteen 
the gentlemen named, w·ere graduated at Yale College, 
one (Judge Reeve) at the College of Now Jersey ; three 
members of the State Council; four were members of the 
tional congress, or beca1ue such ; seven were captains in 
reYolutionary ar1ny, and four rose to the rank of general 
cers; two became Chief Justices and two Governors of 
State. Jedediah Strong, whose residence was just outside 
limits stated, was a member of the State Council and of 
continental Congress. Every section of the town, in 
furnished its full proportion of able and faithful men both 
public stations and in prh·ate life-some of wllom have al 
been referred to. Among these wore Dr. Seth Bird, 
George Beckwith, Colonel Beebe, }lajor Welch, Cap · 
Morris, McNiel, Goodwin, Osborn, Stone, Waugh, Stod 
Buel, &c. . 

The era was characterized by a rancor of party fee· 
which has rarely been equalled in tho history of tbis or 
other country. At times, the zeal of the patriots knew 
bounds, and they naturally enough regarded all whe diffi 
from them relative to tho kingly prerogative, as foes to Ii 
and inimical to the vital interests of the country. The 
tlemen named above, belonged to the popular and triump 
party, and their memory is cherished by a grateful pos · · 
There were others in this town, as olsewl1ere throughout 
land-honorable, influential and conscientious men­
while they openly disapproved of many acts of the parlia 
were yet warmly attached to the royal cause. They l 
upon revolution as not only treason to their sovereign, 
predestined to be rui11ous to all who might engage in it; 
they chose to suffer what they regarded as only temporary e 
rather than rush into the vortex of war for redress. N 
all this a matter of surprise, when we consider the force of 
ucation. In the colonies, as in England, the people had 
taught that, next to religion, loyalty was the cardinal v· 
" Fear God, and honor the King," was a precept which 
but the infidel and traitor had ventured to gainsay. 
argued that any attempt at independence was rank i11t,""f •. 
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n our pa.rt. " In our weakness,'' said they, " were not the 
rmies of England again and again sent over to protect us 

m the French and Indians ?'' The Episcopalians, or mem­
rs of the Church of England, were drawn towards the moth­

r country by still stronger and dearer ties. Their clergymen 
ere ordained and set apart to the wo1·k of the ministry, by 
nglish Bishops ; and their Book of Com1non Prayer taught 
1em to pray for the King and Royal Family. Besides, Litch­
eld was still a "missionary station," under the direction and 
tronage of the " Venerable Society in England for Propaga­

· ng the Gospel in Foreign Parts"-the Rector of St. Michael's 
hurch receiving a portion of his annual salary directly from 
1at Society. With tliem, independence not only involved a 
litical separation from Great Britain, but a se\"erance of an 

esiastical bond of union which they had long regarded as 
dispensable to their prosperity, if not to their very existence 
a cburch. Hence a large proportion of the Episcopalians in 

itchfield were opposed to the Revolution. This fact, it is to 
pr.esumed, will bardly be called in question-and, for the 
ons given, does not necessarily iinply any lack of patriot­

m on their part. The late Rev. Isaac Jones, of this town, in 
is Centennial Discourse, in 1845, says-" In the ,var of the 
evolution, churchmen were generally attached to the Gov 
rment of Great Britain, as ,vere their ministers; but uot all 
r the1n, however. 'fhe ministers derived tbeir support fron1 
1e V cnerablc Society, etc. For their adherence to the royal 
use, they were troubled, and suffered 1nuch. So were they 
this town." The late Rev. Truman liarsh, for thirty years 
ctor of St. Michael's, in 1845, thus wrote : " The writer of 
is sketch cau ren1ember wheu, in this village, he has been 

· diculed and insulted when going to or returning from church 
n the Lord's day; when the windows of the church were bro­
en ; aud in the place of broken panes of glass, wooden sliding 
indows wore opened to let in the light of heaven to read the 
rayers of the Common Prayer Book. Thanks be to Heaven 
r the great change in public sentiment!" 
In such a contest as that of which we are speaking, contcn­

·ons, and strifes, and bitterness, are almost inevitably engen 
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dered. In this town, friends, neighbors, and c:vcn honschol 
became divided and estranged. Not unfrequently, the fa 
took one side, and the sons the other-and brothers some · 
took opposite sides. "Natural affection" seemed for a 
to be regarded ns a sentiment which ought not to be tole 
between whig and tory. This feeling reached its culmina · 
point in the death of Daniel Griswold, already mentioned 
the letters of Dr. Smith. Griswold is said to have been 
young man of good character and great energy, and was 
unpopular ,vith a large class of whigs. Perhaps, by· 
bloody code of war, be ought to have suffered death as a 
tor for enlisting soldiers for the king's service; though it 
a fact beyond dispute, that there were among the king's t 
in that very contest, whole regiments of" Royal Ameri 
as they were styled. Many of the leading whigs of Lite 
were open in their condemnation of tbe action of the C 
Martial in this instance, and the event probably did not adv 
the republican cause in this town. 



CHAPTER ,r1r. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA-CONTINUED . 
• 
From 1776 to 1780, Litchfield was a depot for military stores 

and provisions, which were guarded by a considerable military 
f orcc. The depot for provisions stood on the premises now 
occupied in part by Dr. Duel's PriYate Lunatic Asylum, in 
North street, where a building was erected for that purpose 
si:tty feet long and two stories high. On the site of the present 
Court House, was erected a building of similar dimensions as 
a depot for otJier military stores. A work-shop for the army, 
( which was also sixty feet in length and two stories high,) 
stood on the north side of East street, just west of the Burying 
Ground. The prisoners of war were generally kept in the 
Old Jail, wl1icl1 stood in East street, on the spot now occupied 
,hY the dwelling-house of Mr. Charles L. Perkins. At each of 
the places here designated, a 1nilitary guard was stationed 
'night and day-the roll being called, the soldiers drilled, and 
the guard set, at stated intervals, with as 1nuch precision as 
would have ·been observed by an army encan1ped in the Yicin­
ity of the enemy. The stores and provisions deposited here, 
were for much of the time under the general superintendence 
of Commissary William Richards, of Elizabethtown, N. J. 
Ashbel Baldwin, a native of this town, graduated at Yale Col­
lege in 1776, and soon received the appointment of Quarter­
~aster and was stationed here. He remained at tl1is post be-
ween two and three years, when he received an honorable 
·scharge, and was succeeded in office by Oliver Wolcott, Jr., 
ho graduated in 1778. 
On the 30th of June, 1777, Governor Trumbull wrote to 

!General Wolcott, informing him that a team would be sent to 
Litchfield loaded with powder, lead and flints, and requesting 
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hiin to send n tea1n to Salisbury for a load of cannon-shot to 
l>e forwarded to Hartford by the returning tean1s. By a sub­
sequent record of the Council of Safety, it appears that on this 
occasion, there were sent to Litchfield seventeen hundred 
pounds of gun-powder, two thousand pounds of lead, one thou­
sand flints, and three hundred pounds_ of cannon-powder. 

On the 23d of July following, an order was drawn on David 
Tru1nbull for .£25: 5: 10, in favor of John and Daniel De 
ey, "' for carting powder and lead from Lebanon to Litchfield. 
Late in the autumn of this year, a large proportion of the in 
itary stores taken at the c,.pture of Burgoyne were deposi 
here. 

In August, General ,v olcott wrote to the Governor 
Council, stating that he had ordered all the effective 1nen 
Sheldon's Horse and Humphreys' regiment, ( who had not b 
called to do duty unde1' the recent act and were liable to 
called out of the State,) to march immediately to Peekski . 
well provided with ar1ns, and with forty days' provisions. · 
Geueral's course was approved, and an order was directed 
be drawn on the State Treasurer, in his favor, for the sum 
.£1,000. About the same time, Sheriff Lord was directed 
procure from the merchants of Litchfield county, for the 
of the arn1y, four hogsheads of rum, six hogsheads of sugu 
and two thousand pounds of coffee, at a stipulated price. 
the merchants refused to furnish the goods at the price na1n 
the Sheriff was ordered to take t/1,e articles 'Wlierever he c 
find them, at the appraisal of two or three judicious freeholde 
and to make return of his doings to the Council. 

In September, Litchfield was established by the Council 
the place of rendezvous for tl1e Sixth Brigade, and Major Bee 
was stationed here as the recruiting officer of the brigade. 

On the 7th of October, a special town meeting was held, 
which Jacob Woodruff, Esq., was Moderator. At this meeti 
it was voted that lfessrs. Lynde Lord, Thomas Catlin, Cal 
Gibbs, Da,;d "\Velch and Alexander Catlin, he a committee 
purchase and provi~e shirts, frocks, overalls, stockings a 
shoes, for the non-commissioned officers and soldiers in 
continental army belonging to this town-agreeable to a 
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soh·e of His Excellency the Governor and Council of Safety 
passed Sept. 12, 1777 ." 

The Committee of Safety, at a session held December 4th, 
appointed one person in each county to see that the Clothing 
for the A.rmy, demanded of the several towns, was forthwith 
prondcd by the Selectmen; and to furnish pack-horses, or 
other means of transportation, to convey the same to the Com­
missary at lliddletown. Alexander Catlin, of this town, was 
appointed the men1bcr of this Committee for the county of 
Litchfield. 

On the 10th of Dece1nber, the following votes were passed 
in town meeting, viz.' : 

" 1. Voted, That llessrs. David ,v elch, Nathaniel W oodrnff, 
Archibald McNiel, Jr., Ebenezer Benton and Thomas Wa~gh, 
a.re hereby appointed a Committee to provide for the families 
of soldiers according to law and to the votes of the town. 

'' 2. To pay the Committee a reasonable compensation for 
their time and trouble. 

"3. That the Selectmen, together with llessrs. Tapping 
Reeve, Seth Bird, Andrew A.dams, Samuel Lyman and Lynde 
Lord, be a Committee to prepare, state, and present for recove­
ry, sundry matters and accounts for money supposed to be duo 
tbe town. 

"4. That the Selectmen be c111powered and desired to dis• 
tribute to the non-commissioned officers and soldiers in the 
continental army belonging to this town, and to the poor of 
the town, jl,nd to the families of such as have died in the ser­
vice, whether continental or militia, or in captivity, and to 
such other families in this town as are not in circumstances to 
to supply themselves, forty-two bushels of SALT lately brought 
from Boston-in such ·proportion as they shall judge most 
suitable and right-at the rate of ten shillings per bushel ; 
and the residue, to such as are able to purchase the same, at 
prime cost." 

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of Litchfield, legally warn­
ed and convened on the sixth day of January, A. D. 1778, to 
take into consideration the Articles of Confederation and Per­
petual Union between the States of New Hampshire, Massa-
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chnsetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Con­
necticut, N cw York, N e,v Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela ware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geor­
gia, exhibited by the Selectmen pursuant to a requisition from 
His Excellency, the Governor-the said articles being distinct,. 
ly and repeatedly rea~ and considered: 

" y otcd unanimously, That the said Articles of Confedera­
tion be approved, and that the Representatives of this town ha 
instructed to use their influence and votes in the General A&, 

sembly to invest the Delegates of this State with competent 
powers, in the name and behalf of this State, in continental 
congress, to subscribe and confirm the said Articles of Confe~ 
eration and Perpetual Union between the States." 

Andrew Adams, Esq., was Moderator of the preceding 
meeting. 

At different dates during the continuance of the war, the 
following persons (in additi()u to those already uamed,) were 
appointed to furnish clothing, &c., for the soldiers in the pub­
lic service fron1 this town, and to provide for their families, 
viz., Capt. Joseph Vo.ill, Arthur Emons, Phineas Baldwin, 2d, 
Capt. Solomon llarsb, Lieut. David Stoddard, Judson Guiteau, 
Jonathan Wright, Timothy Skinner, Gad Farnham, Benjamin 
Webster, John Smith, Ebenezer Plumb, and John Marsh. 

In March, 1780, the following inhabitants of this town were 
appointed Inspectors of Provisions for the Ar1ny, to wit, Mr,i 
Asahel Strong, Capt. Miles Beach, Capt. Reuben Stone, Lieut1 

Thomas.Catlin, Capt. Archibald McNiel,Jr., Ensigu.Jonathaa 
,vright, llr. Abel Camp, Jr., Lieut. Lemuel IIarrison, Capt 
Zebulon Taylor, Capt. Alexander Waugh, Mr. Edward Li 
Icy and Mr. Levi Stone. 

In the spring of 1780, in consequence of the distressed situ­
ation of the army that had wintered at Morristown, Washing. 
ton appealed to Governor Trumbull for assistance, and htj 
never appealed to him in vain. The following was related by~ 
the late George Washington Parke Custis to Charles Hos1ner~ 
Esq., of Hartford: A.special messeuger was despatched fromj 
Washington's head-quarters to Governor Trumbull, to asce_l'­
tain whether be could rely on auy supplies from Connecticut. 
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rhe messenger was detained but a short time, when Governor 
Trumbull placed a sealed letter in his l1and directed to Gen­
eral Washington. The contents of the letter were unknown 
to the bearer, but he arrived safely in camp and delivered it 
to Washington. After the commander-in-chief had looked it 
over in the presence of lf r. Custis, he remarked in the words 
of the unbelieving Lord of ~an1aris--" If the Lord would make 
windows in heaven, might this thing be." · He then read the 
letter aloud in the presence of Mr. Custis. Its purport was, 
that on a certain day, and at a certain hour of the day, lie 
would receive at Ne\Vburgh, by a wagon-train from Hartford, 
200 barrels of Flour, 100 barrels of Beef, and 100 barrels of 
Pork. It also contained a request that a guard might be sent 
to a place specified, for the protection of the train. Notwith­
standing Washington's unbelief, he sent a horse guard, as re­
quested. At the hour appointed, they saw the wagon-boys of 
Connecticut approaching with their train of provisions. This 
train passed through Litchfield on their way, where they obtain­
ed some additional supplies. When Washington received 
these provisions, he remarked to }fr. Custis-" No other man 
, than Governor Trumbull could have procured the1n, and no 
other State than Connecticut would have furnished them." 
Accompanying the train, Colonel Henry Champion had a 
drove of cattle which were tolled across the Hudson by the 
side of small boats. Col. Champion ( who held the office of 
Commissary-General,) was father of the Rev. Judah Cham­
pion and Mrs. Julius Deming, and the grandfather of Mrs. 
:Asa Ba.con, all of this town. 

I Early in the spring of 1780, a train of sleds loaded with 
1provisions for the army, passed through Hartford and Litch-

eld 011 their way to Newburgh. Their progress was slow, 
and the teamsters (among whom were Eleazer Pinney and 
Ebenezer Nash of Ellington,) suffered incredible hardships 011 

ccount of the unprecedented depth of snow and the unbroken 
te of the roads over which they passed. On arriving at ·the 

udson, they attempted- to cross on the ice, when their teams 
broke through. The horse at the head of Mr. Nash's team, 

as detached from the oxen and floated under the ice. In 
16 
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due time, but not till after a desperate struggle, the 
were all rescued from their perilous situation. Tbe prin · ·. 
part of the stores were then drawn across the river on ·· 
sleds, with but a single horse attacbed to each. These 
plies were so much needed by the army, that no risk was 
sidered too great in conveying them speedily to W ashin 
camp.• 

" .A.t a legal Town Meeting, holden at.Litchfield on Sat 
the 8th day of July, A. D. 1780-the Hon. Oliver Wol · 
Moderator-it ,vas Yoted, That to eYery able and effective 
belonging to this town, to the number of fourteen, who 
voluntarily enlist himself iuto the Connecticut Battalio 
Infantry of the Continental Army, for three years or du • 
the war, this towu will pay every such rec1·ui t such a s 
money, including the wages he shall receive from the S 
the United States, as sball be sufficient to procure ten b 
of good merchantabie Wbeat for every month he shall so 
the price of which Wheat shall be co1nputed and the 
paid to such recruit, or his assigns, in Litchfield, in e 
year, 011 the 1st day of January, during the time such r 
shall serve as afo1·esaid ; and that this town will also pay 
Bounty to evel'y such recruit, or his assigns, iu Litchfield~ 
the 1st day of January of every year for so long a time as · 
recruit shall serve as aforesaid, at the rate of thirty bush 
good merchantable ,vheat for one year's service, or the. 
value thereof in money-for the payment of which moni11 
wheat as aforesaid to such recruit or his assigns, in c 
shall enlist himself into said Battalions by the 15th d 
July instant, this town hereby becomes bound as aforesai_. 

At the same Meeting, it was = 

" Voted, That whereas the Militia of this town are req · 
by an order of Colonel Andrew Adams, grounded on an a., 
order of the ~overnor and Council of Safety made the . 
day of June, 1780, to furnish fourteen able and effective_ 
to serve in the Connecticut Line of the Continental Army .. 
the 31st day of December next, this town being anxious to· 
every necessary encouragement to the public service, h 

•See No. XV, " South Windsor Sketchn," in Hartford Times. 
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ight themselves t,o pay to every such recntit, or his assigns, 
shall voluntarily enlist himself into said Battalions by the 

0th day of July instant, to serve in said Batt.a.lions until the 
day of December next, such sum in money as shall be sur­

clent, including the wages he shall receive from this State or 
e United States, to procure as much good merchantable . 

eat as might be obtained by the mo11tl1ly wages of forty 
• " gs in the year 177 4--Provided, nevertheless, that the 
"tia of this town not being called upon by virtue of said 
er to furnish more than fourteen able recruits to serve b1 

id Battalions. This town will not consider themselves 
d by the votes of this day to pay Bounties or Wages to 

ore than fourteen such recruits; and in case a. greater num­
r shall enlist, the preference shall be given to such as shall 
ist for three years or duriug the war-and of them, to sucb 
ahall first-enlist. And tbe Colonel or Commanding Officer 

f this Regiment is desired to discharge any supernumerary 
its, agreeable to these votes. 

"Voted, That a Rate or Tax of six-pe11oe on tbe pound, on 
he list of 1779, be and the same is hereby laid, and made 

,able in Gold or Silver Coin or Bills of Credit of this State 
f tbe emissions of the present year, by the 1st day of Septem­
r next.,, 
Judson Gitteau, Timothy:.. 8kinner, Jonathan Wright and 
·as Lewis, were appointed to collect the said Tax. 
"At a legal Town Meeting holden at tho Meeting-House in 
e first society in Litchfield, on the 15th day of November, 
no Dom. 1780-Major David Welch, Moderator-is was 

. "Voted, That a Tax of one shilling upon the pound be laid 
pon the Polls and Rateable Estate contained in the Grand 
ist of this town, given in the year 1779, to be collected and 
"d to the Town Treasurer by the 1st day of December next, 
tlle Bills of Credit emitted by this State since the 1st day of 

anuary last, new Continental Money issued under the author­
of this State, Gold and Silver, or old Continental Money 

the rate of forty shillings in old Continental Money for 
ne shiiling Lawful Money, for purchasing Provisions and 
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requisite Supplies for the Army, and to defray other nece 
expenses of the town. 

"Voted, That Messrs. Timothy Skinner, Seth },arnh 
Theodore Catlin and Harris Hopkins, be Collectors of the · 
Ta."t accordingly. 

" Provided, N eYcrthelcss, that any person may pay any 
of said Tax in Provisions required, and at the respective pri ' 
fixed ~n the 1\.ct of Assembly made at their session in OctoDI■ 
last, entitled 'An Act for Collecting and Storing a Quan · · 
of Provisions for the use of the Continental Army and 
Forces raised for the Defense of this State.' 

"Voted, That Messrs. Timothy Skinner, Seth Farn~ 
Theodore Catlin and Harris Hopkins, be a Committee to 
chase Provisions agreeable to said .A.ct of Assembly. 

" Voted, That Messrs. Miles Beach and Leman Stone 
appointed to receive t~e Salt, procure Casks to contain • 
Provisions, to receive and inspect the same, see that it is 
and mercl1antable and well put up, and mark and store 
casks, and report to tl1e Governor, agreeable to said Act 
Assembly. _ _ 

"Voted, That said Beach and Stone he also employed 
purchase any of sucl1 Provisions as occasion may offer or 
portuni ty present. 

"Voted, That said Timothy Skinner, Seth Farnham, T 
dore Catlin, Harris Hopkins, }liles Beach and Leman Sto 
be also appointed to purchase the Clothing required for 
Army, agreeable to directions to be giYen to the1n from time 
time by the Selectmen.'' 

December 26, 1780-Reuben S111ith, Esq., }loderato ·· 
" Voted, That Tlnlothy Skinner, Heber Stone, James S 
dard, Reuben Stone, Da'fid Welch and Zebulon Taylor, be 
Committee to hire, at the cost of the town, the requisite n 
her of recruits to complete the quota of this town in the 
necticut Line of the Ar1ny of the United States, for three y 
or during the war." 

January 9, 1781.-Colonel Andrew Adams, Moderator. 
"Voted, That whe1·eas it is necessary tbat this town rai• 
number of soldiers to fill up their quota in the Army of 
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United States, the town does promise and engage to each sol­
dier that shall enlist into said service in either of the Conneo­
ticrut Battalions, before the 1st day of February next, that they 
will make good to him his forty shillings per month, by such 
addition to the pay he shall receive from the State or the Uni­
ted States as shall make said pay sufficient to purcha88 as much 
Provisions as forty shillings would have done in 177 4." 

A tax of three pence on a pound was laid on the List of 
1779, one balf to be paid in Wheat Flour, Rye Flour, and 
lndian Corn. Captain Abraham Bradley and Leman Stone 
were appointed Receivers of the Flour and Corn. 

Jan. 18, 1781.-It was voted to divide the town into classes 
for the purpose of procuring the requisite number of recruits; 
and the Selectmen, together with Captain Abraham Bradley, 
Captain John Osborn, Ensign ·Edward Phelps and Dr. Seth 
Bird, were appointed a Committee for that purpose. 

March 26, 1781.-Nine Foot soldiers and two Horsemen arc 
required of this town, in addition to those already in the field; 
and the necessary steps were taken to raise them. 

July 9, 1781.-" Voted, 'rhat the men belonging to this 
town, lately detached for a term of three months by special 
order of the Captain General, agreeable to a resolve of His 
Excellency the Governor and Council of Safety ofrthe 19th of 
~une, founded on an earnest Requisition of His Excellency 

eneral Washington for eight hundred men, &c., have and 
receive out of the Town Treasury, by the 1st of January next, 
each the sun1 of twenty shillings in silver, or other cquivolent, 
for each month he shall be in actual service agreeable to such 
detachment.'' 
· September 18, 1781.-" Captain }files Beach _ was chosen 

ceiver of Clothing and Provisions on the 2s. 6s. tax payable 
n December next ; and Leman Stone was chosen Receiver of 

ch part of said tax as shall be delivered to him." 
January 3, 1782.-" Voted, That the Town Treasurer be 

esircd to procure the order or orders drawn by the Commit­
of Pay Table in favor of this town, for Bounties on raising 

cruits .in the year 1781, now in his hands and office, to be 
xchanged for small orders to the _same amouut ; and to de-
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liver out thirty pounds thereof to each of the respective clGCIINIII 
taking proper receipts therefor." 

February 25, 1782.-" Voted, to raise ten men for S 
Senice or the Regiment of Guards for Horseneck, as requ· 
by Act of Assembly, by dividing the town into classes on , 
List of 1781." 

Captain Abraham Bradley, Colonel Bezaleel Beebe and C 
I 

tain Lynde Lord, were appointed a Committee for that 
pose. 

" Voted, That ten men be added to the above Commi 
whose business it shall be to notify tbe respective classes 
meet at the time and place by them appointed, to proceed · 
raising recruits as aforementioned, viz., 

For the 1st class, Ensign Edward Phelps. 
" ·' 2d " Ozias Lewis. 
" " 8d '' Benjamin Peek, Jr. 
" " .. 4tb " Elihu Harrison. 
" " 5th " Ephraim Smedley, Jr. 
" " 6th " Leaming Bradley. 
" '' 7th " Ensign Jonathan Wrigbt. 
" " 8th " Lieutenant David Stoddard. 
" " 9th " Captain Alexander Catlin. 
" " totb " Lieutenant Timothy Skinner. 

u Voted, That each non-commissioned officer and 
that is or shall be detached out of this town into actual 
vice, the current year, shall receive twenty shillings per mon 
for the time he shall thus continue in actual service on ·. 
draft, or procure a man to serve for him ; and that the Sel · 
men draw orders on the Treasurer accordingly." : 

March 25, 1782.-" Stephen Stone, Elijah Griswold 
Benjamin Kilbourn, 'having lately been assessed on exam· · 
tion by the Civil Auth 0 1."ity and Selectmen, agreeable to 1 
for eac/1, a son gone to tlie e·nemy, and having requested; 
bearing in Town Meeting, and being heard accordingly, 
question was proposed relative to said Stone in particul · 
and the town by vote did not discharge said Assessme_ 
Whereupon, .it being late, and other business requiring a . ,. 
tion-adjoumed till Thursday the 28th, at 10 o'clock P. l. 1 
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At an adjourned Meeting, the vote in the case of Stephen 
Stone was reconsidered, and be was released from his assess-
1Dent. In the other cases mentioned, the assessment was con­
!irmed. 

April 2, 1782.-" Messrs. Timothy Skinner, }loses Sey­
mour and Abraham Bradley, were appointed a Committee to 
make enquiry. wh.etber any of the Deserters from the Army 
belonging to this town, and not accounted as part of the quota 
or the town in the late returns of the army, have joined or are 
likely to join the army in consequence of the General's Pro­
clamation ; and whether this town is not overrated by a mis­
take in the Report of the Committee for ascertaining deficien­
ces," &c. -'' In Town Meeting, 16th October, 1783-Captain Moses 
Seymour, Moderator-it was Voted, That the present Select­
men adjust the claims of the non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers who lately served in the Eight Battalions of this State 
as part of the quota of this town and claim a grant of twenty 
shillings per month agreeable to a vote of this town passed 
April 15, 1777; and having by agreement with said claimants, 
or otherwise, ascertained the sum to them respectively due, to 
divide each man's sum into throe equal parts, and give certi­
ficates thereof in behalf of the town, payable at three different 
periods, viz., on the 1st days. of January,1784, 1785 and 1786 
-the last to be on interest; which certificates shall be paid 
by the Treasurer according to the tenor of them, the one half 
of each in money, and the other half in provisions at the mar­
ket price ; and that the Selectmen for the time being make 
three Town Rates for that purpose, viz., in the years 1788, 
1784 and 1785, to be collected by the Collectors of Town 
Rates for those years respectively, in Dec~mber annually, and 
paid into the Town Treasnry and kept distinct from all other 
Town Rates or Monies, Orders and Accounts, whatsoever." 

It will hardly be expected that I should here detail the par­
ticular acts and services of our citizens during the important 
period covered by this and the preceding chapter. .A. more 
appropriate place for this, is in the Biographical Sketches 
which will be found in another part of this volume. In gen-
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era.I tcr1ns, it may be remarked, tbat through the entire 
Litchfield was represented in the persons of, one or more 
her sons, on the Committee of Safety, in the Council of S · 
and in the Continental Congress. At the regular sessio · 
the Legislature in May, 1780, the Representatives from . 
town were Andrew Adams and Jedediah Strong·; the fo 
was chosen Speaker, and the latter Clerk, of the House. 
jor Moses Seymour commanded a Litchfield Company of 
airy at the capture of Burgoyne. Colonel Beebe was, du ·_ 
the latter part of the war, chief in co1nmand of the troops · _ 
for the defense of our sea-coast. General Wolcott, Gen . 
David Smith and Colonel Tallmadge, were active and ener · 
officers from the co1n1nencement to the close of hostili • . _. 

Colonel Sheldon, commander of the celebrated cori,s of 
airy known in history as " Sheldon's Regiment of Horse," _ 
been for some twenty years a resident of Litchfield, and._ 
troops were raised almost exclusively in this vicinity. 
ta.ins Seymour, Sta1iton and ,v adsworth, of this town, 
mantled companies in this corps-Captain Stanton b · 
at the same thne Paymaster of the regiment. Colo 
Tallmadge was one of Sheldon's most efficient Majors. 
regiment was ,vashington's favorite corps, and continued to· 
under his immediate direction till the Treaty of Peace 
signed-constituting at once his messengers, his body-gu 
and his agents for the accomplishment of any enterprisc,h 
ever desperate. Captain Morris, also of this town, co1nm · 
ed one of the co1npanies of the " forlorn bope " at the · 
of Yorktown. Indeed, tho citizens of Litchfield were fo. 
at the head of their battalions or in the ranks in nearly all_ 
great battles of the Revolution, including those of Ger 
town, Trenton, Princeton, Long Island, and Stoney Point. __ 

The following interesting incidents, ( copied from Hollis . 
"History of Connecticut," vol. ii. pp. 390, 391,) will serve; 
an illustration of the cl1aracter of the clergy of that peri~ 

" When the whole country was in a state of alarm at 
intelligence that Lord Cornwallis, with a large fleet and··_ 
mament, was approaching the American coast, Colonel T 
madge happened to pass through Litchfield with a regim; 
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r cavalry. While there, he attended public w·orship with 
his troops on Sunday, at the old meeting-house that stood up­
n the village green. The occasion was deeply interesting 

d exciting. The Rev. Judah Champion, tben the settled 
ini~ter of the place-a man of great eloquence and of a high 

rder of intellectual endowment-in view of the alarming crisis, 
bus invoked the sanction of Heaven : 

"Oh Lord ! we view with terror the approach or the enemies of 
by holy religion. Wilt thou send storm and tempest, to toss them 
pon the sea and to overwelm them upon the mighty d~ep, or to scatter 
hem to the uttermost parts of the earth. But, peradventure, should 

y escape thy ,·engeance, collect them together again, 0 Lord! as in 
he hollow of thy hand, and let thy lightnings play upon them! ,v e 

sear.h thee, moreover, that thou do gird up the _loins of these thy 
er,·ants, who are going forth to fight thy battle3. l\lake them strong 
en, lhat" one shall chase a thou~and, arid two shall put ten thousand 

o flighL" Hold before them the shield, with which thou wast wont in 
he old time to protect thy chosen people. Gh·e them swift feet that 
ey may pursue their enemies, and swords terrible as that of thy De-

troying Angel, that they may cleave them down when they have 
vertakeo them. Preserve these servants of thine, Almighty God ! 
d bring them once more to their homes and friend_s, if thou canst 

o it consistantly with thine high purposes. If, on the other hand, 
ou hast decreed that they shall die in battle, let thy Spirit be pres-

nt with them and breathe upon them, that they may go up as a sweet 
crifice into the court::1 of thy temple, where are habif.1:1,tions prepared 
r them from the foundations of' the world." · 

In the course of the revolutionary struggle, Litchfield was 
"sited by most of the principal officers of the ariny. In one 
f the letters from Colonel Ada1ns to General ,v olcott, dated 
t Litchfield, lfay 6, 1777, the writer. says-" '\Vhile I am 
riting, a Prussian General /1,as arrived in town on his way 

headquarters, said to have proper credentials." This is 
nderstood to have been Count Rochambeau, who came to 
is country early in the year 1777. General La Fayette 
sed at least one night in this village, while en route toward 

e Hudson with a train loaded with provisions and stores for 
e French Army. On this occasion l~e lodged in the south 
nt room of the Judge Reeve House ~n ·South street. On 

e el"ening of Saturday, August 23d, 1780;· .. General WASH­

GTON arrived here, on his way from Hartford to West Point, 
d was (according to llr. Gibbs,) entertained at the hospit. 

17 
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able mansion of General Wolcott, in South street. 
the night in the village, and on the following morning. _ 
ceeded westward, artiving at West Point about 11 o'clock~ 
Monday morning. It was at this time that he discovered 
treason of Benedict Arnold, who commanded at that 
Washington's suite, among whom were Hamilton and M 
were with him on the occasion referred to.• 

Nearly a year later, Washington again passed through 
town, as appears from the following extract from his Diary·:-

" May 18, 1781.-Set out tbis day for an interview at W ,· 
ersfield, with the Count de Rochambeau and Admiral Ba 
Reached Morgan's Tavern, forty-three miles from Fis 
Landing, after dining at Colonel Vauderberg's. 19 ·:·­
Breakfasted at Litclifi,eld, dined at Farmington, and lodg · 
Wetbersfield, at the house of }Ir. Josepl1 Webb." 

' :. 

It is more than p_robable that the commauder-in-cbief ·-
in Litchfield a tltird time. On the first visit above referred· 
(if the dates given at the time, in the Hartford Courant, 
correct,) he lodged here on a Saturday night, and took his 
parture for the Hudson on Stu~day 1norning. Our vene 
fellow-townsman, Captain Salmon Buel, well remembers 
have seen Wasl~ington on one of his visits to this town,­
,vhich time he is very sure he spent tlie nigkt at the 
House, in North street, then occupied as a tavern by Mr. _ 
uel Sheldon. At all events, he went there in the m~­
with about fifty of his school-fellows, for the purpose of s 
the renowned com1nandcr. A company of horse-guards 
drawn up before the house, ,vaiting for him ; but, as he -
not ready to start, tbe guards rode down North street,. 
for a considerable distance out West street-returning~ 
short time to the Gould House. The General now came 
mounted his l1orse, and the cavalcade proceeded down 
street-perhaps te enable him to pay bis respects to the 
cotts. Captain Buel is certain this was not on a . 
mormng. 

•Set Gibbs' Adm's. of Washington and Adnms, vol. i. p. 17 ; nlso, Hollister't. 
of CGllD, Tol. ii. p. 38'1.· 
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The late Rev. Truman Marsh informed George 0. Woodruff, 
., that in on~ of his visits to this town, Washington put up 

t the Kilbourn House, in North street, it then being an inn 
ept probably by Captain William Stanton. This bouse is 
till standing, between the Tallmadge Place and the residence 
f the late Dr. Samuel Buel. 
Several incidents connected with Washington's. visits to 

iticbfield have been preserved. " A ludicrous story is told on 
bis subject," writes Judge Boardman, of New Milford. "While 

ashington was riding through the west part of Litchfield, at 
e bead of his retinue, a man named Clemons sallied out with 
square bottle of rum in bis band, and addressed him some­
b&t after this style-" Great and glorious ,v ashington ! will 
ou condescend to take a dram with such a poor dog as I am 1" 
he General, with his habitual dignified courtesy, took the 
ttle and put it to his lips, to the immense gratification of his 

nraptured admirer, who always believed he had drank witb 
eneral Washington." 
The following anecdote has been before published : A staid 

armer residing in the upper part of Beach street-well known 
,y the sobriquet of" Uncle App"-set out for the East Mill 
n horseback, with a load of grain. He was a true patriot~ 
ud loved the very name of W a.shington. On reaching tho 
ounty House corner, he was informed that Washington had 

ust left tbe village, and the procession was pointed out to him 
tbe distance. In an instant, Uncle App's horse was seen 

ashing at full speed to the westward, the bags bounding at 
very jump, and the long skirts of the rider's overcoat stream­
g in the wind. Gaining the bead of the procession, he cou­
nted the leader face to face. · " Are you General Washing­

n ?" be eagerly asked. "I am, sir," was the reply. " God 
mighty bless your Excelkncy !" was the emphatic response 
the farmer, as be wheeled his horse-and the next moment 

e was quietly jogging toward the Mill. 
I recently submitted this incident, as here given, to Captain 

uel, who knew Uncle App intimately. He assures me th~t 
e story is correct except in one important particular, viz., 
at the officer with whom he bad the interview was not Gen• 
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eral Washington, but one of his attendan~perliaps the -. 
fain of the Guard ; and that iu fact he did not see Wasbin 
at all ! If Captain B. is correct in this, ( and be is not lit 
to be mistaken,) the event doubtless took place at the · · 
referred to on page 130, when the Guard paraded thro 
West street before Washington was ready to join them. 

It is stated in the Appendix to the Rev. Isaac Jones' 
tennial Discourse, preached in this town in 1845, that 
when Washington passed through Litchfield, his soldiers,:· 
evince their attachment to him, threw a shower of stones 
the windows of the Episcopal church, which then stood abQ 
west of the Court House. He promptly repro,·ed them, 
ing-" I am a Churchman, and wish not to see the ch 
dishonored and desecrated in this manner." 

It is a well known fact that during the war which bad n · 
closed so auspiciously, the American .Army received frequ _· 
and valuable accessions by desertions from the British ran· 
Two English soldiers, named Robert }!orris and Richard M·· 
ris, at one time -applied for admission in to tbe corps comm · 
ed by Captain Beebe of this town. 'rhey were accordin 
enrolled as members of bis company, and proved to be m · 
~cellen t soldiers. It so happened that on one occasion t 
were about to engage in battle with the very regiment fl •. 
which they had de~erted. As a guard was to be left be •­
to protect the baggage, Captain Beebe, well knowing w 
their fate would be should they be taken prisoners, prop 
that they should remain for that purpose. 'l,hey begged 
be excused from such au inglorious service-preferring · 
jigl1t, and declaring that they did not intend to be taken. 
did fight, and the English captain under whom they had ·: 
merly served, was among the prisoners who fell into the h . 
of the .Americans. On the return of peace, Richard Mo·­
settled in this town, and here for many years pursued his · 
as a weaver. Being a bachelor, he built himself a little ho-~: 
and lived entirely alone. In his latter years he became::• 
temperate. He was found dead in his bed, August 24, 1 . 
The verdict of the .J~1ry of Inquest was-" His death was··• 
casioned by drinking too large a draft of -spirituous liq·· 
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taken intentionally from his own hand." The fatal bott~e, 
containing about half a gill of brandy, lay on his breast, round 
the neck of which one hand was clasped, the other being placed 
on the bottom. John I. Gatta, a Hessian soldier, also became 
a permaneut resident of Litchfield. He was a native of Hesse 
Castle, in Germany, and the only son of a wealthy baker, to 
which business he was also bred. With many others, he was 
pressed i11to the military ser,pice by order of the reigning 
Prince, who had stipulated to furnish soldiers to King George 
of England, at so much per head, to be employed against the 
colonies. Gatta was soon put to the work of baking for the 
troops. He seems to have resolved from the first never to 
fight against America ; but an incident occurred before his 
arrival on our coast, which doubtless confirmed this resolution 
and hasteued, his desertion. He was a young man of spirit, 
and quite unaccustomed to the discipline which prevail~d in 
the army. On being-insulted by a subaltern officer, he sud­
denly raised a glass bottle which he held in his hand, filled 
with vinegar, and broke it over the bead of the offender. For 
this breach of order, lie was sentenced to receive five hundred 
lashes-which sentence was subseqaently executed, though he 
was accuston1cd to say the flogging '' didn't hurt much." 
On a certain night, while the ship in which he was brought 
o~er was lying at anchor near New York, Gatta quietly low­
ered a small boat iuto the water, paddled hhnself ashore, en­
listed into a New York regiment, . and served his adopted 
country faithfully during the remainder of the war. As al­
ready stated, he settled in this town; and here, iu 1791, be 
married Sarah, daughter of Mr. Oliver Collins and grand­
daughter of the Rev. Timothy Collins. His descendants are 
now among our most respected people. }Ir. Gatta ,vas a mark­
ed character, and somewhat eccentric. He had been so long 
in the service as to acquire habits of military precision and 
promptness, and a soldier's proverbial indifference to death. 
Said he-" When the Lord calls John I. Gatta, I shall answer, 
' Here! ' " Alas !-be heard the roll-call long ago, which 
summoned him from a world of vicissitude and trial to the 
land unseen. He died in this town in 1837, aged 81 years. 
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Towards the close or life, he tl1o~ght and talked much or · 
native land and of the friends of his youth ; and someti 
told, with much emotion, how, after his impressment, · 
mother, having pleaded in vain for bis release, followed 
press-gang for a distance of twenty miles, that sbe might ha 
the mournful satisfaction of bidding her son farewell !J 
· John Glass, William Barrell, Henry Poulson, James G 
and Adam Tilford, all British soldiers in the revolution, 
came residents of this town, and some of tllem died here, I 
ing families. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

KEN OF THE REVOLUTION. 

THE historic names of the Revolutionary Period most inti­
mately associated with Litchfield, are those of Ethan Allen, 
Oliver Wolcott, Elisha Sheldon, .Andrew Adams, .Bezaleel 
Beebe, Moses Seymour, Jedediah Strong and Tapping Reeve. 
This chapter will be mainly devoted to brief biographical 
sketches of these eminent and useful men. 

GENERAL ETHAN ALLEN, the Hero of Ticonderoga, was 
bom in Litchfield, January 10, 1787-'8. He was the eldest 
child of his parents--J osepli and Mary (Baker) Allen-who, 
wlien Ethan was about two years old, removed to the adjoin­
ing town of Cornwall. The subject of this sketch spent his 
youth and .early manhood in Cornwall and Salisbury ; and 
about the year 1765, emigrated to the "New Hampshire 
Grants," as they were then called-a wild, 1nountainous region 
lying between Lake Cha1nplain on the west and the Connecti­
cut river on the east, and extending from the Massachusetts 
line '10rthward to the Canadas. This territory was claimed 
alike by the governments of N cw llampshire and New York 
-a fact which led to a fierce and long continued struggle be­
tween the settlers and Governor Tryon of tl1e latter Province. 
The hardy and resolute pioneers banded themselves togetl1er 
under the name of the " Green Mountain Boys," chose Allen 
u their commander, and waged a war of extermination 
against all intruders from New York. This contest continued 
until the attention of both parties ·was diverted by the more 
important events which immediately preceded the Revolution. 
By this time, Allen was famqus throughout the North. When, 
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therefore, the seizure of the British Fortresses on Lake Ch 
plain was secretly resoll"ed upon by the whigs of Massachu 
and Connecticut, Colonel Allen was, by common consent, ., 
lected as the leader of the hazardous enterprize. In ano .. 
part of tl1is volume, I have referred to this subject, and 
here only give it a passing notice. In the twilight of a no.•­

f ul May morning, in 177 5, the hero, followed by a little 
of trusty soldiers, entered the fortress of Ticonderoga, 
thundered at the door of the commander, demanding the~­
stant surrender of the garrison. " By what authority do 
demand it ?" asked Captain Delaplace, as be stood t 
bling before the giant apparition. "IN THE NAME OF 
GBBAT JAHOVAH AND THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS!" respon: 
Allen, at the same time threatening tbe Captain with ins · 
death if his demand was not forthwith complied with. 
was no alternative. ,vith a countenance and manner n°' 
be mistaken, Allen stood with his drawn sword, ready to 
cute his threat. The garrison were at once surrendered 
prisoners of war, and all the ·arms, ammunition, provisi 
&c., contained in the fort, fell into the hands of Allen. 
capture of Crown Point by Colonel \Varner, on the follo ·· 
day, gave tho whigs co1nplete possession of Lake Champl · 
Colonel Allen now Yisited the Provincial Congress of N 
York and the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, and 
received with marked consideration by both of those illu 
ous bodies. . He was admitted to the floor of each, and . 
mitted to detail his plan for the conquest of Canada.· 
plan was approved, and he was commissioned as a Colonel'.. 
the Continental Army. Iu September following, be made.· 
unsuccessful attack upou Montreal, was taken prisoner, car· 
to England, and confined in Pendennis Castle. As Ticond 
oga had long been a fa1nous place in that country, tile reno.·· 
of bis exploit had preceded him thither. On his arrival 
Falmouth, so great ,vas the curiosity to see him that cro . 
of people thronged the highways, house-tops and rising gro -~ 
in the vicinity-the officers being compelled to force their ·., 
through the throng, for a mile, with drawn swords. He ~ 
dressed in a fawn-skin jacket, an underdress and breechei:·· 
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tha, worsted stockings, coarse shoes, and a red worsted cap. 
-n ship board he was treated with great severity, being a part 
fthe time band-cuffed and imprisoned in a dirty cell. When 
gry, bis rage was terrible. Once, on being insulted by a. 
tty officer, he twisted off, with /tis teeth, a ten-penny nail 
ith which his shackles were fastened ! During the spring of 
776, he was brought back to America-but was detained in 
ew York as a prisoner of war, until ?tlay 6, 1778, when he 
as exchanged for Colonel Campbell. After repairing to 
eadquarters, and offering his services to General Washington, 
len visited the Grants, ( or Vermont,) were his arrival was 

nnounced by the discharge of cannon, and other dcmonstra­
· ons of joy. The newly organized State of Vermont appoint­

him to the office of Major-General and com111ander-in-chief 
r the State militia, and sent him as a. special delegate to the 
atioual Congress. He was also elected a Representative to 

l,e Legislature-a post to which he was repeatedly re-elected. 
Aside from several pamphlets which had their origin· in the 
ntroversy with New York, Allen published a Narrative of 

is Captivity in a volume of 200 pages, and a theological work 
ntitled " 'l.'/ie Oracles of Reason," in which he attempts to 
ubvert the doctrines of Christianity. His writings are .bold, 
rtful and egotistical, and, though sometimes crude and unpol­
bed, evince talents of a high order. 
The following anecdote (indicating that Allen in reality had 

~ry little faith in his own system of divinity,) is contained in 
note to pa.go 409, volume ii, of President Dwight's "Travels 
New England and New York:" 
" Dr. Elliot, who remo,red from Guilford in Connecticut, to 
ermont, was well acquainted with Colonel Allen, and had 
ade bim a visit at a time when his daughter was very sick 
d near to death. He was introduced to the Libra1·y, where 
e Colonel read to him some of his writings with much self• 
mplacency, and asked-" Is not that ,vell done ?" While 
ey were thus employed, a messenger entered and informed 
olouel Allen that bis daughter was dying, and desired to 
· . He immediately went to lier chamber, accompanied by 
,. Elliot, who was desirous of w~tnessing the interview. The 

18 
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wife of Allen was a pious woman, and had inst1·ucted b 
daughter in the principles of Christianity. As soon as h 
father appeared at her bed-side, she said to hitn-' I am abo 
to die; shall I believe in the principles you have taught 
or shall I belie,·e in what my mother has taught me ?' 
became extremely agitated ; his chin quivered; his whole fr 
shook-and after waiting a few n101nents, he replied-' 
/ieve wl,at your mother /1,as tauglit you.'" 

While Allen was on parole in New York, a British officer 
honorable rank sent for him to call at his lodgings. On · 
arrival, the officer told him that his fidelity, though in 
wrong cause, had won the good opinion of Lord Howe, 
was dispo~eu to show him favor. He, at the san1c time, h 
out to hiin brilliant prospects of promotion and money, · · 
large tracts of land either in Connecticut or V er1nont at 
close of the war. Allen replied, that if by faithfulness he 
recommended hhnself tt> -General Howe, he should be loth 
unfaithfulness to forfeit the General's good opinion; and 
to the lands, he regarded the offer not unlike that made 
Satan to Christ, who pron1ised hiin " all he kingdoms of 
world," when in fact" the old devil didn't own an acre!" 
officer thereupon sent hin1 away as iucorrigable. 

Jared Sparks, LL. D., (late President of Harvard Colle 
in his Biography of the subject .of this sketch, says-" Th 
is much to ad1nirc in the character of Ethan Allen. He 
brave, generous and frank-true to his country, consistent 
unyielding in his purposes, seeking at all times to promote 
best good of n1ankind-a lover of social har1nony, and a de 
mined foe to the artifices of injustice and the encroachme 
of po,ver. }.,ew have suffered 1nore in tho cause of freedom,~ 
l1ave borne their sufferings with a finner constancy or a lofti 
spirit. His courage, eYeu when approaching to rashness, 
calm and deliberate. No man probably ever possessed · 
attribute in a more remarkable degree. He was eccen · 
and ambitious, but these weaknesses, if such they were, ue 
betrayed him into acts dishonorable, unworthy or selfish. 
rigid was he in his patriotism, that, when it was discov 
that one of his brothers had avowed tory principles and 



ETHAN ALLEN. 

been guilty of a correspondence with the enemy, he entered 
& public co1nplaint against him in his own name, and peti­
tioned the Court to confiscate his property in obedience to tbe 
law. His enemies never had cause to question his magnanim­
ity, or bis friends to regret confidence misplaced or expecta­
tions disappointed. He was kind, benevolent, humane and 
placable. In short, whatever may have bceu his peculiarities, 
and however these 1nay have diminished the weight of his in­
fluence and the value <,f his public services, it must be allowed 
that he was a man of very considerable importance in tbe 
sphere of his acth'ity, and that to no individual among her 
patriot fo·uuders is the State of V cr1nont n1ore indebted for 
the basis of her free institutions and the achicvc1ncnt of ber 
independence, than to ETHAN ALLEN." 

This is certainly a high compliment, coming from the source 
it does. The theological writings of Allen, however, were not 
calculated to render him popular with the good people of New 
England. Preachers, poets and critics joined in a furious cru­
sade against him, to all of which he affected the utmost con­
tempt. Soon after the publication of his" Oracles," alluding 
to the anticipated attacks of the clergy, (in a letter to a friend,) 
he says-" I defy the whole artillery of hell-fire." The follow­
ing piece of satire fron1 the pen of Dr. Lemuel H·opkins, (hin1-
self for some years a resident of Litchfield,) is preserved iu 
Dr. Elihu Hubbard Smith's" Collection of A1nerican Poetry,'' 
which was printed at Litchfield, by Collier & Ada1u, in 1702: 

"Lo, Allen, 'seeped from Britishjails, 
His tushes broke by biting nails, 
Appears in hypcrhorcan skies, 
'l'o tell the worlll the Bible lies. 
See him on Green Hill~ north nft1r, 
Glow like a self-en kindled star, 
Prcparc<l ( with moh-collcrting club, 
Blnck from the forge of BcclzP.bub, 
Auel g1im with metnphysic scowl, . 
,vith quill just plucked from wing of owl,) 
As rage or reason rif;e or sink, 
'fo shed his l,lood, or shed his ink. · 
Behold, inspired from Vermont dens, 
'fhc seer of anti-Christ descends, 
'fo feed new mobs with hell-bom manna 
In Gentile lands of Susquehanna; 
And teach the Pennsylvania quaker 
High hlesphemies against his l\taker. 
Behold him move, ye staunch divines! 
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His tall head bustling through the pines ; 
· All front he seems, like wall of brass, 
And brays tremendous as an ass. 
One hand is clenched to batter noses, 
While t,other scra,vls 'gainst Paul and lfoses !,, 

On the 23d of June, 1762, .Allen n1arried Mary Bron 
of W oodbnry, who died in 1784. Their children were-J 
seph, Loraina, Lucy, Mary 1-\nn, and Pamela. Loraina di 
young, and was the su~jcct of the anecdote just given. 

Gcne"1l Allen died of apoplexy, on his estate at Colches _' 
Vermont, February 12, 1789, aged 51 years. A splen · 
monument, forty feet in height, (to be surmounted bya col · 
statue of the hero,) has recently been erected to his me·m 
at Burlington, by the Legislature of Vermont. 

THE IIosoRABLE ELISHA SHELDON, a native of Ly 
and a graduate of Yale College in the class of 1730, became·_. 
resident of tl1is village in 1753, and here spent the remain , 
of his life. He was- an _Associate J udgc of the Court of Co·. 
mon Pleas for Litchfield County from 1754 to 1761; at whi· .. 
latter date he was elected a member of the Council, or Up ,. 
House, in which distinguished body 11e sat until his deceas ·: 
a period of eighteen years. He was also chosen a Represen 
tive by the freemen of this town at ten semi-annual electio ·· 
Mr. Sheldon was equally conspicuous in the civil and eccl · 
astical affairs of the town, and was often called upon to p · · 
side at our town meetings. He also, for a period of eigh ·_ 
years, held the office of County Treasurer. An active patri· 
in the revolution, lie was not unfrequ_ently appointed by 
Legislature, and by his fellow-citizens, on important co 
tees, having for their oqject the advancement of the coin 
cause. He died in the midst of the great contest. His 
mains rest in the West Burying-Ground, beneath a mar 
tablet, on which is inscribed the following epitap11: " · 
:Monument is erected to the Memory of the Hon. ELISHA S . 
DON, Esq., who departed this life September the first, A · 
Domini 1779, in the 79th year of his age. A Gentleman·: 
extensive genius and Liberal Education, called in eariy life·. 
various public employments, both Civil and Military, all w • ·· 
be executed with punctuality and fidelity ; much res . 
for his Generosity and Benevolence, and greatly lamented · 
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his extensive Acquaintance. In early life he made a profes­
sion of the Christian Religion, and till his Death adorned it 
by a very Exemplary Conversation. ' Blessed are the Dead 
who die in the Lord.' '' 

The wife of Mr. Sheldon was Elizabeth Ely, by whom he 
bad five children, viz., Lois, (m. Lynde Lord, Esq., Sheriff,) 
:Mary, Thomas, Samuel, and Col. Elisha, ( commander of the 
2d Regiment of Light Dragoons in the Continental Army.) 

THE HONORABLE OLIVER \VOLCOTT, LL. D., (son of 
ms Excellency, the Hon. ROGER WoLCOTI', Goven1or and Chief 
Justice of Connecticut,) was born in Windsor, December 20, 
1726, and was graduated at Yale College in 17 45. In early 
manhood, he commanded a company of volunteers in the 
Northern Army, in the war against the French. Having pur­
sued the usual course of medical studies, he establislied him­
self as a physician in Goshen, and ·was residing there at the 
date of the organization of t~e County of Litchfield, October, 
1751. The Legislature appointed him the first High She1·iff 
or the new County, and he immediately took up his abode in 
this village, and continued to reside here until his decease, a 
period of forty-six years. He was thus but tweuty--five years 
of age when he became a resident of Litchfield, and hence ·his 
fame, subsequently achieved, as really belongs to us as if he 
had been born in the town. In 1752, he erected the "Wolcott 
House" in South street, which is still one of the most desirable 
residences in the place, though more than a century has rolled 
by since its foundation& were laid. With a commanding per­
sonal appearance, dignified manners, a clear and cultivated 
intellect, and a character for integrity far above the reach of 
suspicion, it is not to be wondered at that he became a favorite 
or the people with whom l1is lot was cast. Besides holding the 
office of Sheriff for over twenty years, he was chosen a Repre­
sentative to the Legislature five times between the years 1764 
and 1770, inclusive; a member of the Council or Upper House 
from 1771 to l'i86; Judge of the Court of Probate for the 
District of Litchfield from 1772 to 1795; Judge of the Court 
or Common Pleas from 1778 to 1786 ; and member of the 
Continental Congress from 1775 to 1784, (except two years.) 
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He was one of that memorable band of patriots and sages w 
on the 4th of July, 177 6, affixed their names to the Declara.ti 
of Independence. In the early part of the war of the Revo 
tion, Judge Wolcott was commissioned as a Brigadier Gene 
and Congress appointed bim a Commissic,ner on Indian A · 
for tbe Northern Department, with General Schuyler and o 
ers. In May, 1779, he was elected by the Legislature and co 
1nissioned by Governor Trumbull, as Major General of · 
Militia of Connecticut, to succeed General James Wadswo 
1·esigned. In these important and responsible stations, 
rendered the country essential service. On the field, in 
camp, at the rendezvous, in the apartmeats of the Commi 
of Supplies--in fact, wherever he could render himself us 
-be was found, ever prompt in planning and efficient in 
cnting. At the same time he was an active member of 
Committee of Safety ; and, when at borne, w~ equally zeal . 
and conspicuous in tbe local affairs of the town-officiating 
Moderator, Selectman, Committee-man, &c. Indeed, no m 
in the State, at this period, discharged so many and vari 
public duties. A considerable share of the reputation whi 
Connecticut acquired for promptness in furnishing men 
means for the army, is due to General Wolcott. CertainlJ 
to no other individual in the western counties could Gove 
Trumbull or General \V ashington appeal for aid, with the 
tainty of success, as to him. 

In 1786, he was elected to the office of Lieutenant-Govern 
of the State, and was annually re-elect.ed for a period of 
years. In May, 1796, be was chosen Governor-the high 
executive office in the gift of the people of liis native S 
To this distinguished position be was again elevated at the 
nual election in 1797. He was now seveuty years of age. 
naturally robust constitution began to feel the weight of 
and· responsibility which bad been so long pressing upon: 
He departed tbis life at his resideuce in Litchfield, Decem .. 
1, 1797, aged 71 years. A sermon was preached at his fun , 
by the Rev. Azel Backus, D. D., which was published. G . 
ernor Wolcott had lo~g been a professed disciple of Christ,. " 
his faith in the efficacy of the great Atonement sustained · 
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in the decisive hour. "With all the splendor of his station 
and bis well-earned fame," says Dr. Backus, " he was not 
ashamed to pray in the expressive language of the Publican, 
'God be merciful to me a sinner,' and to make the 1nost feel­
ing declarations of his own personal unworthiness. For several 
days before his death, the shattered remains of a once noble 
mind and vigorous body were devoted continually to God. 
His very breath appeared to be prayer, until, after many 
painful struggles, he fell asleep. 0 Death ! in what a mortify­
ing light doth thy power put the little glory of this dhninutive 
world ! To what insignificance do earthly honors dwindle, 
before the grandeur of eternity! Nevertheless, the death of 
such a character is a grievous loss, especially under the present 
threatening aspects of Divine Providence, and the perilous sit­
uation of the country. Such tried characters are the "salt of 
the earth," and the pillars of our national existence. The 
presence, :fir1nness, counsels, prayers and example of such 
Fathers, should be esteemed the " chariots of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof." But God governs the world, and his will 
is done. Let it be the solemn care of each one of us, to make 
a profitable improvement of the frown of Heaven in this rc~o­
val." 

Joel Barlow, in his great national poem, Th·e Colunibiad, 
thus refers to his zeal and efforts in the cause of Independence : 

"Bold \VoLCOTT urged the nil-important cnusc, 
\Vith steady hand the solemn scene he draws ; 
Undaunted firmness with bis wisdom joined, 
Nor kingiJ nor wol'lds could warp his steaclfnst mind." 

No resident of the town ever achieved a 1nore honorable and 
wide spread fame, than OLIVER WOLCOTT-and no name in the 
historic annals of the Town and State in which his life was 
passed, is more earnestly and affectionately cherished, than 
his·. His family have been and are distinguished-some for 
high political stations, others for enterprize and wealth, some 
as professional or literary men-and all, for their liberality, 
sterling moral qualities, and exalted social position. His 
mortal remains _r~st in our East Burying-Ground, surrounded 
by those of many of his descendants and kindred. 
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Governor Wolcott married Lorana Oollins, of Guilford, · 
17 55 ; sl1e died, April 19, 1794. Their children were, Oliv 
(who died in infancy, and was interred in the \Vest Bur · 
Ground;) Oliver, 2d, (see Biographical Notes;) Lorana., 
Hon. William Moseley,){. C., of Hartford; Mary Ann, 
Lieut. Gov. Goodrich, of Hartford ; Frederick, ( see Biogra 
ical Notes.) Ursula Wolcdtt, (a sister of Gov. W. next ol 
than himself,) marriod Governor Matthew Griswold, and 
the motlier of Governor Roger Griswold. Thus, her rat 
brother, husband, son, and nephew, were all Governors 
Connecticut !-a fa~t which cannot, probably, be said of 
other lady who ever lived in the State or United States. 

THE HoNORABLE ANDREW ADAMS, LL. D., (a native· 
Stratford, and a graduate of Yale College in the class of 17 
commenced the practice of law in Litchfield - in 177 4, 
continued to reside here until his death, which took place·· 
November, 1797. He rose rapidly in public esteem, and 
chosen a Representative in October, 1776-a post to whicl1 
was nine times re-elected. A friend of the Revolution, he t 
a prominent part in its favor in our town meetings, and by · 
influence and efforts did much to promote the cause of 
patriots in this vicinity. He rose to the rank of Colonel, 
was for a short time in actual service in the war. In 177 
and again in 1780, he was Speaker of the House of Re 
resentativcs--thc other me1nber from Litchfield, (the H 
Jedediah Strong,) being at the same time Clerk of the Ho 
Colonel Adams ,vas a member of the Council of Safety 
years, a member of the State Council nine years, a member· 
the Continental Congress three years, a Commissioner of 
Northern Congresses at Hartford and Providence in 17811 
an Associate Judge of the Superior Court four years, 
Chief Justice from 1793 until his decease. He was also for 
few years a Deacon of the First Chnrch in this town. 

The body of_the subject or this sketch rests beneath a mar 
tablet in our West Burying-Ground. His epitaph is as 
lows: " In Memory of the Hou. ANDREW ADAMS, Esq., 0 · 
Judge of the Superiqr Court, who died Novcmb.er 27, 17 
in the 63d year of his age. Having filled many distinguis 
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[)ffices with great Ability and Dignity, he was promoted to the 
highest Judicial Office in the State, which he held for several 
years, in which his cn1inent 'l'a.lents shone ,vith uncommon 
Lustre, and were exerted to the great Advantage of the Public 
and the honor of the High Court in which he presided. He 
made an early Pr0fession of Religion, and zealously ·sought to 
promote its true Interests. He li,,ed the Life and died the 
Death of a Christbn. His filial Piety and paternal tenderness 
are held in sweet He1ncn1brance." 

Mrs. Eunica .Adan1s, his wife, died J unc 4, 1797, aged 53 
'years. 

The "Litchfield }fonitor" mentions it as a sad and singular 
¢<>incidence, that Governor Wolcott and Chief Justice Ada1ns, 
1(the two highest official dignitaries of the State,) both resi­

ing in the san1e village and on the su1ne street, should be ly-
ug apparently at the point of death at the sa1ne time. Gov­
ruor \Volcott survived his distinguished neighbor about three 
ays only. 
The children of Judge Adamswcre-1. ANDREw,Jr., whom. 
nnis Canfield, of Sharon, and had two daughters, Cornelia, 
wife of Dr. 'l'on11inson and mother of the Hon. Theodore E. 
omlinson, of New York city;) and liaria C., ( wife of tl:e 

ate Hon. 1-Ienry F. Tallmadge. Andrew Ada1ns, Jr_., died in 
itchfield in the year 1806. 2. SAMUEL, died also in L., un­
arried. 3. ELIJAH, (sec Biographical Notes.) 4. EUNICE, 

. Mr. llasters. 5. PoLLY, m. (perhaps) Nathaniel Lamson . 
• LYDIA, 1n. Elias Cowles, merchant, of Litchfield, afterward 
f New York ; the Ilon. Ed ward E. Cowles, late Judge of the 
n.rine Court in that city, is their son. 
COLONEL BEZ.ALEEL BEEBE was born in Litchfield, April 

8, 17 41, and spent his life in his native town, except when 
bsent in the service of his country. At the age of seventeen 
e enlisted as a soldier in the French ,var, and marched with 
aptain E\·arts' co1npany to Fort George, where he was for 
me time stationed. He was afterward a member of lfajor 

• I be,·e 111 ld that Judge Adams commenced the practice of ,law in Litchfield b 
i4. The inuicl\tions nre, that be became a. rendent here some eight or ten years 

ier than tbn.t date. An Andrew Adnms of this town wn~ a Commis~ioner on two 
tes at early as 1766 ; and was chosen a Lister in 17i2 nnd 1Ti3. 

19 
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Rogers' celebrated corps of Rangers, an account of whos& · 
ploits was published in London by their heroic comman .­
and, with Rogers, he participated in the engagement w 
resulted in the capture of llajor Israel Putnam. During 

•' 

of the succeeding year, he was stationed at Fort Miller u 
Captain \Vhiting. In 1760, he enlisted in a co1n1aany 
mantled by Captain licNeile, of Litchfield, and continued 
the service for three years-having in the n1ean time 
cbosen one of the Sergeants of the con1pany. On the 11 
July, 1764, he was 1narried to Elizabeth, daughter of Ca . 
John Marsh, of this town, and settled on the paternal h 
stead, north of Bantam Lake, which is still owned and occu .. 
by his descendants. On the breaking out of the revolutio 
contest, he was once 1nore sumn1oned to the field-having 
commissioned as a Lieutenant in the first recruits raised 
that service, .April, 1775. He forthwith 1narched with. 
co1npany to Boston,-and thence, after a. short detention,· 
Crown Point, where he wns trauf:;ferrcd to the Quartcrnin 
Departincnt. 1,rom this tiino onward, ho was in actual 
vice ( except while detained as a prisoner of war,) until 
spring of 1781, at which tiinc he applied for autl received 
honorable discharge, and once 1nore returned ho1ue. .As 
distinguished public ser,·ices ha,·c been f1·cqucutly refcrrea 
in the preceding pages, it will not be expected that I s 
repeat thmn here. Suffice it to say, that he rose to the 
of Colonel in the Continental .Ar1ny, and enjoyed in an cm· 
degree tlic confidence and respect of his superiors in o1'i , 
well as of the soldiers under hin1. \Vhile chief comm 
of the coast guard of this State, he pcrtonucd the duties 
received the pay of a B1·igadier General. A couunanding fi . 
and a peculiar dignity of character ancl 1nan11er, united t_o_ 

innate kindness of heart and a courage equal to any e1uerg 
contributed to render hi1n an efficient and popular officer.: 

He was chosen a 1nc1nber of the House of Represeu .. · 
for the first tiine iu the autumn of 1781, ns a colleague ot 
Hon. Jedediah Strong, and was re-elected cluring .the two_ 
ceediug years.· In 1788, the Constitution of the United S 
was ratified, and· tl1e general govern~nent re-organized. 
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792, '93 aud '95, Colonel Beebe was returned to the Legisla­
ure. He also served his fellow-citizens as a Selectman both 

ore and after the war ; and through life, was n1uch en1-
loyed by the Court of Probate in settling estates of persons 
eceased. He departed this life, May 24, 1~24, aged 83-bis 
idow sur\"h·ing hiin about a year. Several of his revolution­

letters, to Governor 'rrumbull, General Silliman, etc., are 
reserved among the " Trumbull Papers" in the Library of 
,e Mass. Hist. Soc., Boston. 
Colonel Beebe had six children, \"iz., 1. SARAH, d. unm'd. 
ELIZABETH, m. Joshua Garrett, of Litcl1field. 3. REBECCA, 

. Reuben Rockwell, Esq., of Colebrook, ancl had children, 
ong whom are, the Hon. Julius Rockwell, late U. S. Sena­

r from Massachusetts, the Hon. Reuben Rockwell, etc. 
• EBENF.ZER, llajor {J nited States Army. 5. JAME:\, settled 

Winchester, Conn., where he was three tirnes elected a Rep­
sentatives, besides being twice chosen Senator for the 15th 
istrict. In 1837, he was a inember of tl1e Corporation of 
ale College. He now resides in Hartford, Trumbull co., 
hio. 6. ,v1LLIAM, settled on the homestead in Litchfield 
here he still resides ; besides being seven times a Represen­
tive, he was a. Senator in 1845 ; he has also been President 
the Litchfield Mutual Fire Insurance Co1npa11y, President 
the Litchfield County Foreign Mission Society, &c. 

THE HONORABLE JEDEDIAH STRONG was horn in Litch­
ld, November 7th, 1738, and here spent his entire life. He 
duated at ¥ale College in 1761, and, with a single excep-
n, he was the first native of the town who ever received a 
l!egiate degree. He first studied divinity, but, being early 
cted to office, he abandoned the sacred profession for the 
re congenial pursuits of pettifogger and politician. With 
fact little to reconuneud him to the good opinion of bis £el­
-townsmen, lie acquired and long maintained a political 
ndency second only to that of "\V olcott and Adams. An 

perious will and an affectation of power, aud a happy facul­
of being at the same time" all things to all men," no doubt 
ntributed to the result. A diminutive figure, a limping gait, 
d an unpleasant countenance, were, however, in some 
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measure atoned for by a certain degree of promptness and 
in the discharge of public business. Ile was a good pen 
familar with legal forn1s, and, though his style was ver 
and complicated, he was mnch c1nployed, both at ho1ne 
abroad, in drafting, co1npiling and recording the offi · 
transactions of public bodies. He was a Representative . 
about thirty regular sessions of the Legislature-at four 
of which he was Clerk of the !louse. In ~lay, 1773, he 
appointed (with Roger Sherman, Eliphalct Dyer, }lattb 
Griswold and ,villia1u Sanu1el ~Johnson,) a commissioner 
wait on Governor Penn at Philadelphia, to negotiate rel · 
to the lands west of the Delaware. In llay, 1779, he was 
pointed a Delegate to the Continental Congress, in place of 
Hon. Stephen 'l'itns Hosmer, resigned; and was re-appoin 
in the October followiug. lf c was also an .. A.ssociate Judge 
the County Court for eleven years, a 1ncinher of the Cm 
of Safety, a member oC the State Council, and a Dclega~ 
and Secretary of the Convention which ratified the Cons· 
tion o( the United States. He ~·as a Lister six years, a Se) 
1nan thirteen years, and Town Clcl'k six teen years. The 
wife of J udgc Strong ,vas Rnth Patterson, who died lea · 
an only daughter, Ida Strong. In 1788, he married Su 
nah, daughter of the I-Ion. George '\Vyllys, Secretary of S . 
Hartford. The sequel is told in the following extract fl 
The Monitor, bearing date July 26, 1790: 

'' Last Saturday sc'n11igl1t, the IIon. JEDEDI.AH STRONG, 

a 1ncinbcr of the Conucil of State, and one of the J udgea 
the County Court in Litchfield, was arrrn;ted upon comp,. 
of his ,vifc, and brought before Tapping IteeYe, Esq., for , 
The delinquent requested an adjourn1nent that he 1night ·: 
cnre counsel, and the Court adjourned to llonday last. At 
time of trial, the concourse of people 1nade it necessary to 
journ to the Court House, where, after full enquiry, it app 
in evidence that the ace.used had often in1posed uureaso . 
restraints upon his wife, and withheld from her tl~e co .· 
and conveniences of life; that he had beat her, pulled her . 
kicked her on t of bed, and spit in her face thues wi~hout n 
ber. ,vhereupon the Judge, after sunnning up the testi 
in a Yery eloq·uent and masterly manner, pronounced sen ·. 
that the delinquent ·should become bound with sureties for_ 
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~ behavior toward all mankind, and especially to\Vard his 
rife, in the penal sum of One Thousand Pounds, and to ap­
:,ear and answer the charges against hin1 at the next County 
:Jourt. Nothing could be more satisfactory than this sentence, 
1mong his acquaintances in Litchfield and elsewhere, who 
1ave long kn9wn the infamy of his private character, while 
~is hypocrisy and intrigues have imposed upon the good peo­
ple of the State at large." 

Several subsequent articles appeared in the Monitor, both 
l'or and against Judge Strong. The trial for divorce came on 
in New Haven, before the Council of State, of which the Judge 
was himself a 1nember, and resulted in granting the praye1· of 
the petitioner. Fro1n this time liis career was downtoard. He 
became a drunkard and a beggar, and the town assisted in his 
support. But notwithstanding his degradation, ho seems to 
)1ave retained to· tho very last au earnest affection for his 
daughter. Ile left a long ,vill in her favor, which may be 
found 011 our Probate Records. It is written in his peculiar 
style, and is a curiosity-bearing date, }[arch 31,. 1801. It 
is mainly occupied with pious reflections and counsels addressed 
to his daughter. ".And finally," he adds, "that worldly 
iwealth or earthly estate which it hath pleased the Universal 
.Proprietor to con1mit to my temporary carr. and stewardship 
·ou the sublunary, probationary theater, (or the.remnant frag-
ments after so much spoliation of EnYy, Covetousness, Op­
pression, or whatever mistake in extre1ne career of permitted 
11uman vicissitude,) my most mature and deliberate option 
and volition is, that disposition be 1nade as follows : I recom­
mend, giYe and bequeath, to my beloved daughter, Ida Strong, 
my Bibles ancl inferior Orthodox Treatises on Religion and 
Morality, or relative or appertaining to Vital Piety or Practi­
cal Godliness, and all other Books, Pamphlets or }lanuscripts, 
except Ro1na11ces, if any be left extant, which I have long since, 
(though not soon enough,) intentionally consigned or destined 
to deserved oblivion ~n native shades of chaos." The a1nou11t 
of his "worldly wealth," as per inventory, was $96 66; while 
as an off:.;et to this, claims against hitn to the au1ount of a tow 
hundred dollars, were sent in. His executors were Captain 
Thomas Collier ( editor of the Monitor,) and Ida Strong.-
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Judge Strong died August 21, 1802, aged 64,and was iute 
in our West Burying-Ground. No stone marks his gra: 
and the precise place of his sepulture is unknown. His dau · · 
ter Ida died in Rupert, \? ermont, in 1804. 

COLONEL BENJAMIN T.A.LLM.ADGE was born at B~ 
haven, L. I., February 25, 1754. His father, who bore 
same name, was the pastor of the church in that place; 
his mother was a daughter of the Rev. John Smith, pastor 
the church at White Plains. The subject of this sketch 
uated at Yale College in 1773. While superintendent of ' 
High School at \Vethersfield, in this State, he received 
Lieutenant's commission, with the appointment of Adjutant 
the Regiment-both commission and warrant bearing 
June 20, 1776. In these capacities be joined the army, · 
continued in actual service until the close of the war. On · 
15th of December, of the year last named, he received a o ·· 
tain's commission in (Sheldon's) 2d Regiment of Ligbt D · 
goons. As this commission came from General Wash in 
himself, the honor- was conspicuous and highly apprecia 
He was promoted to the rank of Major, April 7, 1777, 
took his station as a field officer of the regiment. A sepa 
detachment for special services was committed to him se-re 
times in the ceurse of the war, on which occasions he receiv 
his orders directly from the commander-in-chief. On 
opening of the spring ca1npaign, 17 i7, Genet·al Washington; 
foreseeing that General Howe meditated 'some decisive blo 
directed that all recruits should be sent forward to heaa: 
quarters as fitst as they were collected. · He also sent a 
ticular order to Colonel Sheldon ( who was at his win 
quarters in ,v ethersficld,) to send on all the effective men 
his regiment. Having about men and horses enough for fo · 
companies, they were placed in the best possible order, and 
command given to Major rl'allmadge. His own company w 
all mounted on dapple gray horses, which, with black str&l 
and black bear-skin holster covers, looked superbly. On •_ 
route to Washington's encampment at Middlebrook, New J .• 
sey, he passed with his troops through Farmington, Litchfiel . 
- • .May not this have been the time when Father Champion gave _utterance to 

remarkable prayer inserted on page 129 1 
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Kent, Peekskill, (where be crossed the Hudson,) Haverstraw, 
Pompton, and Mor1istown-reaching the heatlquarters of the 
commander-in-chief on the 23d of June. llajor Tallmadge 
participated in the Battles of Short Hills and the Brandywine, 
thougli, before the latter engagement, the remainder of the 
regiment, commanded by Colonel Sheldon in person, had ar­
rived. In the Battle of Germantown, the position of Major 
Tallmadge's squadron was at the head of Gene·ral Sullivan's 
division, on the left of the center. In the early part of this 
sanguinary engagement, the Americans seemed almost certain 
of success ; but the heavy fog which soon enveloped both ar­
mies, prevented them, in some cases, fron1 distinguishing their 
friends froin their enemies. '!,hey were thus thrown into 
confusiou-a panic ensued-and our 1nen fled in every direc­
tion. By order of General ,vashington, }Iajor Tallmadge 
1-epeatedly threw his dragoons across the principal thorough­
fare, to check the retreat of the infantry ; but tlie effort was 
ineffectual. 

While our army were e11ca1npcd at Valley Ff)rge in the 
gloomy winter of 1777-'8, the l{njor was stationed with o. de­
tachment of dragoons, as an advanced cprps of observation 
between ·our army and that of the enemy. In the perforp1-
ance of his duty, he scoured the country bctwoa11 the Schuyl­
kill and Delaware rivers-a distance of fh·c or six miles-for 
the doublo purpose of watching the movements of the enemy, 
and preventing the disaffected from carrying provisions to the 
enemy at Philadelphia. While on this service, he was attacked, 
about two o'clock one morning, by a large body of British 
light horse commanded by Lord Rawdon, and after defending 
himself resolutely for awhile, effected his escape with the loss 
of but three or four men killed and as many more wounded. 
While temporarily halting, soon after, at the " Rising Sun" 
Inn, within sight of the British out-posts at Philadelphia, a 
country girl arrived from the city, whither she had been sent 
with eggs, with instructions to obtain some information res­
pecting the enemy. \Vhile she was communicating with the 
Major on the subject, the British light horse were seen advan­
ing. In tl.n instant he mounted his borse, when he found the 
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poor girl at his side, begging him to protect 
moment for reflection, he told her to mount behind him, w • 
she did-and in this ,vay they rode at full speed to Ger 
town, about three miles. 

After taking part in the Battle of Monmouth, and in 
defense of Norwalk, (Conn.,) Major Talhnadge planned 
executed an expedition against the enemy at Lloyd's Neck, 
Long Island. Here was a strongly fortified post, manned 
about five hundred troops-in the rear of which post a 
band of marauders were encamped. For the purpose of b 
ing up this band of freebooters, he embarked at Shi pan P · 
near Stamford, September 5, 1779, at 8 o'clock in the even· 
taking with him about one hundred and twenty men. 
attack was so unexpected, that nearly the whole party 
captured. Having destroyed the boats and huts of the en 
the party re-embarked, with their prisoners, and before 
light landed on the C.onnecticut shore, v-·ith~ut the loss of 
1nan. 

In the au-tun1n of 1780, ?wlajor T. was stationed on the lin 
in ,v estchester county. Returning from below to the r 
1nent, then near N o:rthcastle, on the e\·ening of September 2 
he was informed that a prisoner had that day ueen brought· 
by the naine of John Anderson. On enquiry, he learned 
particulars of his capture by three militia-1ne11, Paulding, V 
,v ert and ,villinms. He further ascertained that Lieuten 
Colonel Jameson, (who, in the absence of Colonel Sheld 
then had com1nand of the dragoons,) had sent the prisoner 
General .Arnold's headquarters, acco1npanied by a letter of,' 
formation respecting his capture. At the respectful but 
nest_ solicitations of Major Tallmadge, Anderson was bro 
back-to Northcastle, but Jameson persisted in sendi"ng the 1 
ter forward to General Arnold. The observation of the M · 
soon led him to the conclusion that the prisoner had been 
to ann.s, aud conununicated bis suspicions to Lieut.-Ool 
Jameson-requesting him to notice his gait, especially as 
turned on his heel to retrace his course across the room. 
The Major remained with him almost constautly, and be 
deeply interested in •his new acquaintance. After dinner 
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the 24th, he requested the use of pen, ink and paper, which 
were readily granted him. He immediately wrote the cele­
brated letter to f1-reneral Washington, in which he acknowl-
114ged himself to be "Major John A·ndre, Adjutant General 
i11.'l/&e BritisJ,, Army." This. letter he handed unopened to 
:·· _ ~ · r Tallmadge, who read it with deep emotion. The sad 

·, important sequel of the story is familiar to· every reader. 
}SOurt martial of fourteen general officers (General Greene 
·;, · ding,) adjudged him to be a spy from the enemy, and that, 
· t· eable to tbe law and usage of nations, be ougbt to suffer 

" At 5 o'clock in the afternoon of October 2d, Major 
.. · Andre died on a gibbet, in the presence of au immense 

·:.: urse of sympathizing people. His military suit having 
_ved from New York, he was executed iu full uniform. 

. r Tallmadge walked with him from bis place of confine­
,·_~to the foot of the scaffold, where be bade him an atrec­
: te farewell. Years subsequently, he wrote-" I became 

--:~eeply attached to Major Andre, that I can remember no 
·: . ce where my affections were so fully absorbed in any 
' ··: • When I saw him swinging under the gibbet, it seemed 

c' . ,.t 
_ a time as if I could not support it. All the spectators 

,_ ·. · ed to be overwhelmed by the affecting spectacle, and the 
i• of many were suffused in tears." 
•L~ln the autumn of 1780, Major Tallmadge requested permis­·J~- of the commander•in~chief to attempt the destruction of 
~-enemy's works at Smith's Manor, Long Island-but tl1e 
.~~eral regarded the expedition as too hazardous to be under .. 
:·; :-,. . Major T. did not, however, abandon the project, but 
/. : :.etly visited Long Island for the purpose of making obser­
.. : _ ns and gaining information. On his return, he made an-­
-·9r. application, and obtained the consent of General Wash-
= -n . . _p.n. On the 21st of November, w1tb_ on~ hundred d1s--Eted dragoons, he embarked· at Fa1rfi.eld-erossed the 
~ .; ... ; : d, and· march toward Fort George, on south side of Long 
1-nd. The garrison was surprized and captured-the works 
were demolished, and the houses, ~hipping, and an ~mense 
quantity of stores, were burnt. Some valuable articles of dry. 
goods were made up in bundles and bound upon the shoulders 

20 
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of the prisonere, who were pinioned two and ·two. The victoll 
then re-crossed the island to "tl1eir boats, with their prisone'il 
and booty. While the main botly was thus on the marcit; 
the Major selected eight or ten men, mounted them on ho~ 
which he had taken at the Fort, and made a digression for ~, 
purpose of destroying the king's magazine at Coram-w1 
he accomplished-and, in the course of an hour and ah . · 
joined his associates at a place where he had ordered them ~:: 
halt. The whole company arrived in Fairfield-only one ptf 1 

son engaged in the expedition baving been seriously woundeC-.., 
Among ihe prisoners taken were one lieuteoant-colonel, oil 
lieutenant, one surgeon, about fifty rank and file, and a hof. 
of others in the garrison. For this daring and successful J 
ploit, ?tfajor Tallmadge received the public thanks of the coilt. 
mander-in-chief and of the Congress of the United States. ·~ 

He continued in actual service until the close of the 'Wai 
and was angaged in several other desperate enterprizes. of.. 
article, however, is already too long, and we must close t1f 
narrative of his revolutionary services with the relation ot-1. 
single additional fact. From 1778 to 1783, an important &4: 
confidential correspondence was carried on between Geneil 
Washington and Major Tallmadge, ·a large part of which is·st1 
in possessionfbr the Tallmadge family. . ; 

In November, 1782, be purchased of Mr. Thomas Sheldo,;_ 
(for the sum of .£800,) the premises in North street in this ;it 
lage, still known as The Tallmadge Place. In the purcbasf.. 
deed of this property he is styled " late of Long Island, now I 
the Continental Army." He continued in the public ·ser'· .: 
about a year longer, when the army was disbanded, and· .. 
subject of this sketch retired to private life with the rank·: 
Colonel. Before separating, the officers of the army for·• 
tl1emselves in to a national association called The Society of· 
Cincinnati, of which Washington was chosen tl1e first P · 
dent. At the same time, a similar Society was formed for ·. 
State. Colonel Tallmadge was chosen the first Treasurer· ~ 
subsequent President of the -Connecticu~ ·Society. · 

On the 16th of Marcl1, 1784, Colonel Tallmadge was um · · 
in marriage to ·Mary Floyd, ( daughter ·or General Willlall 
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Floyd, of Mastic, L. I., a Signer or the Declantion qf ln4e­
pendence,) and at once took up his residence in this village,. 
Here he engaged extensively and successfully in merchandiz­
µig until 1801, when he was elected a member of the Congross. 
0, the United States. For a period of sixteen years, (by re­
election every two years,) he beld his seat in that distinguished 
~y. Once more retiring from public life, he devo.ted 
himself with even more than bis usual zeal, to the advance~ent 
rl every good cause. For many yea~ he was an officer and 
liberal benefactor of various charitable institutions and socie­
ties; whila his contributions to the needy in his. own town 
~,a much more frequent and extensive than were known t.o •e public. 

On the 3d of June, 1805, lfrs. Mary Tallmadge_ died ~11 

Litchfield, leaving fi_ve sons and two daughters, viz., William 
8., Henry F., Maria, Frederick A., Benjamin, Harriet W., and 
George W. May 3d, 1808, Colonel Tallmadge married Maria, . . 
~ghter of Josepb Hallett, Esq., of N~w York. He died .at 
bis residence in this village, March 13, 1835, in the 82d year 
oChis age. The Sermon preached at his funeral by the ·Rev. 
l)r. Hickok, was published. 

I 

· Colonel Tallmadge possessed a tall and portly µgure, and a, 

courtesy and dignity of manner, which seem to have belonged 
~uliarly to the era in which he lived. At the sa1ne time be 
"8 as accessible to the humblest as be was the highest in the 
¥.d, All loved and reverenced hin1. The old soldiers of the 
:'8volution were wont to seek his assistance and advice-anq 
I • 

i,y were ever rocei ved with cQrdiality, and their wishes 
iended to. Officers, also, of every grade, frequent,y visi~ecl 
~' and never failed to meet with a hospitable welcome. 
1)ere are persons yet living, who recollect the interesting ~d 
fec~ing interview between him an4 Lafarette, at N e\v ~av~n~ 
jere they met in 1824, after a separation of more than forty 
p.s. They embraced and wept, as they recurred to the try­
¥ scenos through which they had passed and the many chan-
181 which time had wrought, since, in ~he ardency of youth~ 
"9J. had pm.-ted on a diataut battle-fiel4. 
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The beautiful homestead where Colonel Tallmadge spent· 
more than fifty years of his life, adjoins that where his com­
rade in arms, Colonel Sheldon, spent his cbildhood, youth and 
early manhood. 

THE HONORABLE TAPPING REEVE, LL. D., became· i 
resident of Litchfield in 1772, and spent more than.fifty year, 
of bis life in this town. A son of the Rev. Abner Reeve of. 
Southold, Long Island, he was born in that place in October,· 
1744. He graduated at the College of New Jersey in 1768, 
and spent four years as a tutor in that institution. On the 24th 
o_r June 1773, he married Sally Burr, a daugl1ter of President 
Burr of New Jersey College, and a grand-daughter of the re­
nowned President Edwards. So long as she lived, she was an 
in~alid, and for many years her husband spent a large portion 
of his time in ministering to her wants. "Though his dome&­
tic afflictions withheld hiQl from the active scenes .of the Rev­
olution," says Dr. Bcecl1cr, in his Funeral Discourse, "none 
entered more deeply into his country's cause than he. He 
sl1ared wit11 his generation all the Yicissitudes, l1opes, fears, 
self-denials and losses, of that arduous day. He possessed, 
though in early life, the confidence, and participated in the 
counsels, of the wise and great and good men of that era ; and; 
at the moment of greateRt dismay, when Washington fled with-

1 

his handful of troops through the J ersies, and orders came for 
New England to turn out en niasse and make a diversion to 
save him, the Judge was among the most ardent to excite the 
universal movement, and actually went in the capacity of an, 
officer to the vicinity of New York, where the news met them: 
of the victories at 'l,renton and Princeton, and once morel 
Washington and the country were delivered." At one time, 
he had the honor of entertaining at his house in this village, 
General LaFayette and some of his brother officers, who wen 
passing through this region on important public business. h 
1784, he opened hi~ celebrated Law School, of wl1ich lie W8I 

the Principal for nearly forty years. Though fitted to shine in 
public life, and though official honors were always within hi 
reach, he seems rather to have shunned than sought promotion. 
He was once elected a Representative, and once only a mem-
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oer of the Council. He was an enthusiast in his profession, 
and had indeed but little taste for ·anything else of a secular 
nature. In 1798, he was appointed a Judge of the Superior 
Court and of the Supreme Court of Errors. Here his peculiar 
talen~ found an1ple scope for their full development. Until 
the adoption of the Constitntion of 1818, all our Judges were 
elected annually by the Legislature. Judge Reeve gave such 
uniTersal satisfaction, that he continued to be re-appointed from 
year to year until 1814, when he was promoted to the office of 
Chief Justice. On reaching the age of seventy years, he retired 
to private life-still, however, devoting much of bis time to 
his favorite Law School. He died here, December 18, 1828, 
in the 80th year of his age. He was eminently distinguished 
for his piety and learning. In seasons of revival, and indeed 
at all times, no layman in the parish was so efficient as a co­
laborer with the pastor, as Judge Reeve. 

Mrs. Sally Reeve died soon after the war, leaving an only 
son, Aaron Burr Reeve. The latter, died in Troy, N. Y., in 
1809, leaving an only son, Tapping Burr Reeve, who received 
his first degree at Yale College in 1829, and died the same 
year. With him the family of Judge Reeve became extinct. 
April 80, 1798, the Judge married a second_ wife-Betsey 
Thompson-who survived him a few years. 

MAJOR MOSES SEYMOUR was born in Hartford, July 
28, 17 42, and became a resident of Litchfield in early man­
hood. Early in the war of the revolution, he was commissioned 
as Captain of the troop of horse attached to the 17th regiment 
of Connecticut militia. In June, 1776, Elisha Sheldon, Esq., 
of Salisbury, was appointed Major-Commandant of the Fifth 
Regiment of Cavalry ; and the subject of this sketch received 
the appointment of Captain of one of the companies of this 
regiment. Though Major Sheldon was subsequently trans­
"ferred to the command of the Second Regiment of Dragoons 
in the continental army, Captain Seymour retained his connec­
tion with the Fifth until tl1e close of tl1e war. 

In April, 1777, on the occasion of the Danbury Alarm, Cap­
tain Seymour mustered his troops and proceeded forthwith to 
assist in repelling the invason of Governor Tryon. He parti-
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cipated in the skirmishiug which follow"- the ~b~a.t of thtl 
enemy toward the Sound. At tho capture or B~rgoyoe, ~ 
October of the same year, he was once more at the head of 
his favorite corps, and did good service in that most important 
a.nd decisive engagement. A day or two after the terms" 
capitulation were signed, the American officers invited Bur~ 
goync a.nd his associate-officers to dine with them. At t~ 
interesting festival Captain Seymour was present. His &Qt 

count of the conversations that tQok plac~ on the occasion, be,. 
tween the conquerors and the conquered, and particajarly b~ 
minute recital of the toasts given 011 both sides, are still rt}!­

mombered with interest by his neighbors. The ut~est cou11-
tesy and good feeling prevailed on the part of the princip~ 
officers, and the responses to the $entimeuts given were heartJ 
and enthusiastic. At length, General Burgoyne was calle~ 
upon for a toast. Every voice was fo1· the moment hushed in~ 
the deepest attention, as he arose and gave--" .America and 
Great Britain against the world !" The response which fol~ 
lowed may be imagined. 

During the night which succeeded the final battle botween 
Generals Gage and Burgoyne, Captain Seymour watched with_ 
a British officer who had been wounded and carried off the 
field in the midft of the engagement. Soon after he had en, 
tered the room, the officer, who ha.d not before learned the­
fate of the day, enquired eagerly of Captain S. as to the result._ 
On hearing that the British had been defeated, he remarked 
-" Then the contest is no longer doubtful ; America will be_ 
independent. I have fought earnestly for my king and country, 
but the contest is ended !" The kindness of Captain Seymour 
to him, an enemy, deeply affected him. He thanked him again 
and again ; and finally offered him his watch and other rewards, 
which were of course refused. The gallant American- did all 
in his power to relieve the distresses and soothe the mind or: 
his charge-but his wounds proved fatal. 

During the greater part of the war, Captain Seymour was~ 
stationed at Litchfield as a Commissary of Supplies for the 
army. In this department of the public service, his zeal an~ 
efficiency were conspicuous, ~d duly appreciate4j by Gqvernc;,r 
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Trumbull, General Wolcott, and others. Few men in this 
aection of the State labored as untiringly or accomplished more. 
I have elsewhere stated that Litchfield was a depot for military 
.tores and provisions. Captain Seymour was employed not 
only in the purchase of these articles, but assisted in storing 
ad guarding them while here, and in superintending their 
transportation wherever they might be ordered by the com­
petent authorities. In Sept.ember, 1781, we find him with 
-bis dragoons, by order of General Wolcott, guarding a train 
of 'Wagons loaded with supplies for the French Army, from 
Litchfield to Fishkill.• 

With the Peace of 1 ?83, the subject of this sketch retired 
'to private life with the rank of Major. In 1789, he was elec­
ied by his fellow-citizens to the office of Town Clerk-a post 

• :t«, wbicb he was annually re-elected during the remainder of 
bis life, a period of thirty-seven gears! This w1interrupted 
-bestowment of an office upon one individual for so long a 
time, is unprecedented in the history of the town. }Je was 
-also a member of the House of Representatives at sixteen 
'i'egular sessions, commencing with the October session, 1795. 
-lh-the early part of the present century, Mf\ior Seymour was 
occasionally a candidate of the political party with which he 
was connected, for the Council of State. In 1805 he received 
7,426 ·votes, and at the election of the succeeding year he re­
oeived 7,671 votes, ·for that office. 

Major Seymour was a gentleman of the old school, retaining 
·t() the last the manners and costume of that now obsolete class. 

On the 7th of November, 1771, he married Molly, daughter 
of Colonel Ebenezer Marsh, and had five sons and one daugh­
ter---the latter alone ·surviving at the present time. Of these 

• The French Commissary, Jujardy N. Granville, (who appean to have poa­
lllaed a very imperfect knowledge of our language,) le~ the following curiou 
·acknowledgment of the service, which is on file in the Comptroller's Office: 

"WB, Commissary of War, employed in the Army of Rochambeau, Certified 
dlat the Detachment composed of 24 Dragons or Light Hones commanded by 
llr. Moses Seymour, capitaine, came on with our teams and stores from Litchfield. 
We certified beside that the said Ca~itain .Moses has taken a great care for the 
aecurity of our convoy and bagage while he stay with us till this place. 

· JUJARDY N. GRANVILLE. 
Fis~Jilll, Sep 22, 1781.'' 



CHAPTER IX. 
PROGRFSS AND IMPROVEM~"T. 

THOUGH descendants of the puritans, and perhaps somew 
puritanic .themselves, the first settlers of Litchfield 
tbeir immediate successors were not of that class wllo 
scribed wholesome amusement and .recreation. Their 
ners and customs were.indeed simple. Industry and fru · 

.... - ' 
were regarded as essential requisites. As already intima 

J 

every man was from }\eoessity a soldier and a hunter ; 
the duties incumbent upon him in~~ese capacities were fi 
of bold adventure ··•nd healtl1ful scitement. Where 

•.' • ~I:,~- I • 

was so abun~~~- ~~ hardy and 9:~h_!8~e·p~ople like our fath 
could not have ·wanted for sport. . Our streams and lakes, 
with their teeming· abundance, afforded pleasant and profi 
ble employment for such as had no· better business. 

Husking-Parties, Apple-Bees,Raisings, Quiltings, Weddin 
Spinning-Parties, and Balls, were made occasions of hilari 
and social g"•od-chcer-tbough generally conducted with 
tic simplicity and the strictest regard to econo1ny. Mr . .l\f 
ris says-" When young people of both sexes assembled 
gether for a1nusemont, they e1nployed themselves princi 
in dancing, w/tile one o_f t/1,e company sang. 'I1he first use 
the violin in this town for a dance, was in the year 17 48. 
whole expense of the amusement, although the young peo 
generally assembled, did not exceed one dollar,-out of w · 
the fiddler was paid ! "\Vhen this instance of profusion 
place, parents and old people exclaimed that they should 
ruined by the extravagance of the youth. In 1798," contin 
the same writer, " a ball, witb tbe customary entertai.LLUM, .. 
and variety of music, cost about $160, and nothing was · 
about it. It is not to be inferred from tbis difference, 
our youth had becQme more vicious than formerly ; but 
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serves to show a material change in the wealtb and character 
or. the people.'' · 

Tradition yet tells of the festivities and merry-makings that 
&ook place on Litchfield Hill, when, a short time before the 
Revolution, a gallant young officer of the militia led to the 
hymenial altar the accomplished daughter of one of the mag­
nates of the town ; and how, in the midst of their rejoicings, 
the bride was mysteriously spirited away, and borne on horse­
back to a quiet inn in Northfield ; with what fleetness, on that 
bright autumnal evening, the bridegroom and his attendants 
:rushed over tl1e eastern hills to the rescue; how, on their arri­
: tal, the little inn was suddenly illuminated, the violin struck 
ap a merty tune, the dance comll:lenced, and the festive-board 
ns spread; and how, an hour or two later, the cavalcade, 
lite a triumphal procession, returned to tbe village. Long 
feBl'8 thereafter, when -the wars with the mother-country were 
Ofer and a grateful people were enjoying the liberties which 
that bridegroom, on the battle-field and in- the council-chamber, 
had assisted in achieving, the venerable couple would some• 
times tell, to their children and their children's children, the 
atmy of the '' stolen bride." · 

The establishment of the LITCHFIELD LA w ScuooL by Judge 
Beeve, in 1784, and the LITCHFIELD MONITOR ( a -~eekly news­
JIP8r,) by Mr. 'rhomas Collier, during the same year, affords 
indication of the growing itnportance of the town, and at the 

' e time tended to give it a wider reputation. The intelligence 
and social position of its inhabitants, no less than the beauty 
of its location, drew hither the wealthy aud distingnished from 

.-oad-some, for the purpose of enjoying the congenial quiet 
te place ; others, to participate in its suporior educational 
Mntages. New and more fashionable pastimes were now 
troduced among our people. In May, 1785, several Theat­
. Performances came off in this village, the principal char­

rs being sustained by students of Yale College. The Mon­
r says-" Distinguisbed Merit and literary Ability were so 
'dently conspicuous and amply displayed on the Occasion, 
would have done Honour to a British Theatre." In July, 

787, Mr. Pool, an American Circus-Rider, announced that he 
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would give an exhibition "in Mr. Buel's Orchard, Litchfield.". 
In November, 1789, Shakspeare's Plays were performed ii 
" Mr. Buel's Ball-Room," by a. company of strolling actol'i; 
and about the same time, " the Surprizing Performances fl 
the celebrated John Brannan and wife, from. Dublin, in tla 
Curious and Ingenious 1\.rt of dancing on the Slack-Wiret• · 
was advertized. 

Toward the close of the last century, the Hon. llessrs. Trac,· 
and Allen, both of Litchfield, were in Congress at the samt 
time with the Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, whose wife wasa­
Litchfield lady-a daughter of Governor Wolcott. Duriii: 
the same period, also, the Hon. Oliver Wolcott, Jr., of ta· 
town, (then a member of the Cabinet,) was residing at the Eea 
of government with his family. Thus, the talent and beauy 
of Litchfield, (both of which had by this time become famoua,.}i 
formed quite an element in the society of the national capi-': 
An anecdote of General ~racy has been preserved, comme:mo,· 
rative at once of Mrs. Wolcott's attractions and his own pee~, 
iar wit. Mr. Liston, the then British Ambassador, whowil' 
thoroughly English in his ideas, on some occasion said to him,­
" Your countrywoman, 1.Irs. Wolcott, would be admired elll 

at St. James." "Sir," retorted the Senator from Connecticut, 
she is admired eve·n o~ Litchfield Hill!" 

Of the object of" Sabbath-Day Houses," I have already spt 

ken. The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in an address on tbl 
anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims, delivered in Ne1 
York, Decen1ber 20, 1853, alluded incidentally to the oppoi, 
tion made to the introduction of stove.~ into the old meetint 
house in Litchfield during the ministry of his father. Thi 
allusion called up divers- reminiscences of the fierce war thd 
was waged on the occasion. A New York correspondent,4 
the Enquirer thus wrote-" ,vhen tho heresy was broached, 
you probably recollect the intense excitement that prevailed: 
on Litchfield Hill. The parties were formed-the Stove Part 
and the Anti-Stove Party. For a time the storm raged feat'­
fully ; but the Stove Party at length triumphed, and on thl 
following Sabbath the stove was in its place." The wria 
then proceeds to give· the results. One maiden lady, of the 
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anti-stove party, '~ commenced fanning herself, and at length 
apparently swooned away''-declaring,. when she recovered, 
that" the heat of that horrid stove bad caused her to faint." 
The Olevela11,d (Ohio) Herald copied Mr. Beecher's remarks, 
adding-" We have a Litehfielder right by us, who re111embers 
all about that stove, and its advent into the old meeting-house 
on Litchfield Hill"-and the editor proceeds to give the recol­
lections of the gentleman referred to. The editor of the Hart­
ford Daily Courant appended the following remarks: 

"Now we have a word to say in the matter. Violent opposition 
had been made to the introduction of a stove into the old meeting­
house, and an attempt rua<lc in vain to induce the Society to purchase 
one. 'l'he writer was one of seven young men who finally purchased 
a stove, and requested permission to put it up in the meeting-house 
on trial. After much difficulty, the committee consented. It was 
all arranged on Saturday afternoon, and on Sunday we took our seat 
iD· Lhe Bass, rather earlier tban usual, to see the fun. It was a warm 
lfovember Sunday, in which the sun shone cheerfully and warmly 
on the old south steps and into the naked windows. The stove stood 
in the middle aisle, rather in front of the Tenor Gallery. People 
came in and stared. Good old Deacon Trowbridge, one of the most 
simple-hearted and worthy men of that generation, had, as l\Ir. Beech­
er says, been induced to give up his oppo5ition. He shook his head, 
however, as he felt the heat reflected from it, and gathered up the 
•irts of his g1·eat-coat as he passed up the broad isle to the Deacon's 
Seat. Old Uncle Noah Stone, a wealthy farmer of the ,vest End, 
who sat near, scowled and muttered at the effects Qf the heat, but 
waited until noon, to utter his maledictions over his nut-cakes and 
cheese at the intermission. There had iu fact been NO FIRE IN TH~ 
!TOVE-the day being too warm. We were too much upon the 
broad grin to be very devotional, and smiled rather loudly at the funny 
things we saw. Dut wlwn the editor of the village paper, l\lr. Bunce, 
came in, ( who was a believer of stoves in r.hurchcs,) and with a most 
satisfactory uir,. warmed his hunds by the sto,?e, keeping the skirts of 
his great-coat carefully between his'knees, we could stand it no longer, 
but dropt invi::-ible behind the breastwork. But the climax of the 
whole was, (as the Cleveland man says,) when l\rlrs. l'cck went out 
ia the midst of the service ! It was, however, the means of reconcil­
ing the whole society; for, after that first day, we heard of no more 
opposition to the warm stove in the meeting-house." 

On referring to the Society's Records, I find the subjoined 
reference to the transaction mentioned in the article from the 

Courant: 
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" The following representation in writing, viz., 
11 An Association or Young Men, inhabitants or the Town or Litchfield, dean 

the First Ecclesinstical Society, by their Committee, to accept or a Sto¥e an4 
Pipe for their meeting-house. _They request the Comm_ittee would. consult die 
Society, and inform the undersigned where they would wish to ba,·e it placed. 

,JOHN P. BRACE, i 
HIRAM '\V ALLACE, Committee. 
L. GOODWIN, 

Litchfield, Oct. 18, 1816." 

-having been presented to the Society's Committee, and the Society 
having been informed by their said Committee that they had accepted 
the Stove and Pipe referred to in said representation-Whereupon, 

VOTED, That. the Society's Committee be, and they are, instructed 
and directed to designate the place in which the said Stove shall be lo. 
cated, and give the necessary directions regarding the mode in whici 
the said stove, and the pipe thereto attached, shall be erected. 

Attest, J. ,v. 1-IUNTINGTON, Clerk.~ 

In nothing, perhaps, has there been a greater change during 
the last seventy-five years, than in the mode of traveling and. 
carrying freight. Until the close of the Revolution, traveling,. 
especially in the inland towns, was performed almost exclusi're-· 
ly on horseback. The saadlc and the pillion were regarded 
by the upper and middle classes as articles of special conven­
ience and gentility-much more so than carriages and coaches 
now are. Horses were trained to carry double ; and it was not 
au uncommon thing to see father, mother, and at least one_ 
child, mounted on the some horse at the same time. Long· 
journeys were sometimes taken with this tripple load. For 
years after the Old Forge, iu the western part of tbis town, 
,vas erccterl, the ore for its use was brought fro1n the iron• 
1nines of Kent in bags slung across tho backs of horses ; and 
the bar-iron manufactured there, was bent in the form of ox­
bows, and carried to market on horseback ! Ox-carts and 
ox-sleds were co1nmon, and journeys of hundreds of miles wer 
not unfrequently made in these tedious vehicles. Many of tbe 
ambitious and hardy young men of this town, who emigrated 
to Vermont, to the Genesee Country, and New Connecticut, 
went on foot-each carrying a pack, in which_ was enclosed, 
as an indispensable part of his outfit, a new axe. Some who 
thus went, became men of wealth and distinction. 

There was no public conveyance between Litchfield and the 
neighboring or more remote towns, for a period of nearly sev-
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enty yea.rs after the settlement of the place commenced. As 
early as 1766, it is true, Mr. William Stanton was a post--rider 
between Litchfield and Hartford; but as it is understood that 
bis journeys were performed on horseback, the inference is 
diat he did not make a business of carrying passengers! ~ In­
deed, during the revolution, all regular communication be­
tween the interior towns was suspended, even where it had 
before existed ; but expresses were sent hither and thither, as 
die exigences of the bour might demand. Litchfield was on 
&be great inland route from Boston to New York, as well as 
from Hartford to West Point, so that the nn1ount of travel 
through the town was very great. 

The establishment of a weekly paper in this village, in 1784, 
seemed to call for some method of obtaining and circulating 
ibe" news.'' There was not a Post Office or a Mail Route in 
the County of Litchfield; and bow tlie subscribers contrived 
to get their papers,- may well be regarded as a mystery by the 
publishers of our day. In 1789, Jehiel Saxton, a post-rider 
between New Haven and Lenox, passed through this town on 
his route, at stated intervals. In 1790, another of this inter­
esting class of primitive letter-carriers and errand-men, co1n­
ine11ccd his long and lonely ride ov·er the almost intermin­
able succession of hills, between " the Litchfield Court-House" 
and the city of N cw Yark-leaving each place o-nce a fortnigltt. 
That was a proud day for Litchfield-perhaps for New York 
also! 

But at length the enterprize of the printer accomplished 
what the Government had fai~ed to do. In January, 1791, 
the ·Monitor contained the following announcement: 

" Posr-OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT. -_The Public, particulai-Iy 
Gentlemen in the Town and Vicinity of Litchfield, have s01ne 
time lamented the want of a regular and weekly Intercourse 
with the City of Hartford, by a Post immediately from this 
Town-are respectfully assured, that a Post in conjunction 
with Mr. Isaac Trowbridge, the Rider fro1n New York, will 
start from this Office for Hartford regularly, once a week, 
commencing on Monday next, the 31st inst. This Establish­
ment has met the Sanction and Encouragement of Mr. Trow­
bridge ; and the lT udertakers will be subject to the same Reg-
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ulation aud Responsibility required by the Postmaster General 
Couseq uontly, every Duty annexed to the Business will ht 
strictly and pointedly observed. 

" And that the Public may be better accommodated, ani 
derive a safe Repository for their Letters, &c., a POST-OFFIOi 
is opened in Collier's Printing Office-at which Place all Det 
patches, to be transmitted through the Medium of either Poat. 
must be deposited. During the Winter, ( and till the 1st fl 
lfay next,) the Post from New York will ride once a fortnigh\ 
and arrive on Tuesday Evening, co1nmencing the 5th of the 
ensuing month. Those who have Business or Letters are ri­
quested to leave their directions at this Office, for New Y orl: 
on Tuesday, for Hartford on &turday Evenings, prece<WJI 
the days of departure; as the Posts will positively start at 11 
early Hour. Letters will be received at this Office for an7 
part of the United States. 

Litchfield, Jan. 24, 1791." 

.A. memorial of those days may still be seen about l1alf'1 
mile west of the Coul't-House, in the l1ighway-a mile-sto111 
bearing _the following inscription, viz. : 

" 30 l\Iiles to 
Hartford. 

102 l\Iiles to 
New York. 

,J. Strong, 
A. D. 1787.'' 

Forty and fifty years ago, several of tl1ese relics, of red sand 
stone, were scattered along the main route through the town• 
ship, from cast to west; but they have nearly all disappeared. 
The one abo\·e referred to, is of white marble, and was doubt­
less erected by the llon. Jedediah Strong, who, at the date 
given, resided on the adjacent premises, and who appears to 
have been unwilling that an ordinary stone should stand so near 
his dwelling. He was evidently quite satisfied with his achiev• 
ment, as, in his subsequent advertizements, he designates the 
locality of his residence as " nea.r the marble mile-stone," etc. 

On the 20th of February, 1792, the President of the U nitea 
States approved and signed the Post Office Bill, by which, on 
and after the 1st day of June following, a PosT ROAD was es­
tablished from New York to Hartford, via. White Plains, 
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Northco.stle, Salem, Pound Ridge, Ridgefield, Danbury, New­
town, New Milford, Litclifield, llarwinton, and Farmington. 
A Govern111ent Post Office was established in this town during 
&be same year; and though for a while the only one in the 
county, it was not very generally patronized, if we are to 
mm our opinion from the fallowing and other similar ad vei­
tizements: 

"LIST OF LETTERS nt the Post Office in LitcbflelJ last quar­
ter: Noble Bostwick, Ne\V l\lilford; ,Justus Cook, Nortbbury; Da­
,id Fancher, Watertown; Ueuben and John l\Iiner, ,vinchester; Jon-
athan Werden, Salisbury. B. TALLMADGE, P ... V. 

Litclifield, Nov. 1, 1792." 

Within the half-dozen years next succeeding the latter date, 
commenced what may be characterized as Tlie Eta of Turn­
pikes and Stage- Coaclies-which continued in its glory for 
&0mething over forty years. During this period, very much 
was done to irnprove the routes of travel and to facilitate coin· 
munication of town with town. Turnpike Companies were 
organized in all parts of tho State, and turnpike stock ,vas re­
garded by capitalists as a safe, profitable and pcr1nancnt in­
vestment. The Litchfield and New l\lilford Turnpike Co1n­
pany was incorporated in October, 1797 ; the Litchfie1d and 
Harwinton Co1npany, in October, 1798; and the Litchfield and 
Canaan Co1npany, in llay, 1799. 'fhcn followed Straits' 
Turnpike, from Litchfield to New IIavcn, the Litchfield and 
Cornwall, the Litchfield and Torrington, and the Litchfield 
and Plymouth Turnpikes-so that, in due tirne, it became 
almost impossible to get i-nto or out of our borough wit11out 
encountering a toll-gate. Four-horse Stage Coaches gradually 

. came into use from the titne that Turnpikes became gener.11; 
and ultimately Congress enacted that the U. S. ~{ails should 
be thus conveyed on all the principal routes. Litchfield now 
became an important centre of travel. Daily lines of Mail 
Stages were established between this village and Il artf ord, 
New Haven, Norwalk, Poughkeepsie, and Albany. One after 
another, Post Offices were established in all the towns and 
principal villages in the County; notwithstanding which, the 
business of the Litchfield Office has been constantly on tho 

22 
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increase. Staging continued to be an extensive and profitable 
business in this town, until the opening of the Housatonic 
Railroad, in 1837, at which time the Poughkeepsie and Alba­
ny lines were discontinued. Two-horse Mail Wagons have 
since run from this village to meet the railroad trains at West 
Cornwall and New Milford. In 1848, the Naugatuck Railroad 
was completed from Bridgeport to Winsted-running through 
the entire length of this township, near its eastern boundary. 
Since that time,our only four-horse stage is that running from 
the village to the Litchfield Station on the Naugatuck Road. 

There are now six Post Offices in this township, Yiz., those 
of Litchfield, South Farms, Milton, Northfield, Bantam Falls, 
aud Campville. In 1851, an office was established at the 
Litchfield Station, called" East Litchficld"-of which Messrs. 
Willian1 Butler and Charles Carter were successively Post­
masters. It has since been discontinued. A Return from the 
General Post Office, published some half-dozen years since, 
shows that the yearly receipts at the Litchfield Post Office 
exceeded those of any other office in the State, except those 
located in the cities. 

The following is believed to be a complete list of Post1nasters 
at the Litchfield Office, from its establisbment to the present 
time, viz., Benjamin 'l,allmadge, Frederick "\V olcott, }Iosea 
Seymour, Jr., Charles Seymour, George C. ,voodruff, Jason 
Whiting, Reuben ~I. Woodruff, Leverett ,v. ,vessells, and 
George· H. Bald win. \ 

The Postinasters for this town, for the year 1858'-'9, are­
Litchfield, Geo. II. Baldwin; South Far1ns, ,v. L. Smedley; 
Northfield, John Catlin; }lilton, H. Kilbourn; Bantam Falls, 
L. Kenney ; Campvillc, J. }I. Can1p. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ECCLESIASTICAL ?tIATTERS. 
FfRST SOCIETY. 

IN a preceding chapter, I have given with sotne particular­
ity an account of the settlement of the Rev. Timothy Collins, 
and of the erection of the first meeting-house in this town. 
The building was clapboarded, but had neither steeple or 
bell. Mr. Morris informs us that at the " raising," all the 
adult males residing in the township, sat on the sills at once ! 
Ir. Collins was ordained as the first pastor of the First Church~ 
June 19, 1723. There is no evidence, either recorded or tra­
ditionary, which would lead us to suspect that aught but the 
most perfect harmony existed between pastor and people, dur­
ing the early part of his ministry. The first inference to the 
contrary may be drawn from the doings of a town meeting 
held December 25, 172S, when a memorial from Mr. C. was 
read, and the consideration thereof '• postponed till the next 
meeting"-which, however, was not called until nearly three 
montl1s afterward. It appears from the records of the meet­
ing in March, that the memorial had reference to " the dis­
count of money since the agrec1ncnt was mo.de" between the 
parties. It was finally resolved to pay hiin ten pounds per year 
in addition to the eighty pounds originally agreed upon as bis 
salary-" until the town sl1all see cause to order otherwise." 

On the 14th of April 1731, the first vote ,vas passed for 
"seating the meeting-house." In the doings of the same meet­
ing occurs the following entry: "Voted, after dark, that Mr. 
Collins have the choice of the pews for himself and family." 
The peculiar significance of the wording of this vote, will be 
understood when taken in connection with a previous vote, 
which provided that " no act of the town should stand in force 
that was passed after day-liglit failed to record it.'' 
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The controversy which began in a dispute concerning the 
salary of :\Ir. Collins, was continued through a long series or 
years, and increased in hnportance and acriinony. Though a 
decided n1ajority of the church and society took sides agaius 
their pastor, there was still a respectable minority who sua­
tained hiin. In 17 -!-!, the town voted " not to 1nake any rate 
for Mr. Collins under present difficulties." .A.t the same time 
a com1nittee was appointed to treat with the pastor respecting 
l1is salary " and absence from lite work of tlie ministry." In 
December, 17 45, a co1n1nittec was appointed "to eject Mr. Col,.. 
lins fi-01n the Parsonage Right." In December, 1750, Mr. 
C. was desired ,~ to resfgn his ministerial office." During tht 
succeeding 1nonth, a committee was appointed to carry a charge 
against l\Ir. C. to the Cousociation, "for unfaithfulness in the 
ministerial offiee." 'l'o this last Yotc, Serg't. Joseph Ma50Dt 
Lieut. Moses Stoddard, and Messrs. George llarsh, Archibald. 
McNeile, John Marsh, \Villiam Peck, 8ylvanus Stone, Asa 
Hopkins, and Alexander McNcile, "did protest." Two yeara 
later, a sirnilar vote to the last was offered in town meeting, 
and negatived by a decided 1najority-yeas 13; nays 41. 

After a 1ninistry in this town of about thirty years, }fr. Col .. 
lins \"'acated the pulpit in 17 52. Though his pecuniary contes 
with the town continued for a few years later, ho seems to 
have been not unpopular either as a citizen or civilian. Like 
many of the clergy of that day, he had received a 1nedical ed­
ucation, aud he continued here as a practicing physician dur­
ing the remainder of his life. Ile was elected by the voters of 
this town to the offices of Lister and 8eloct1nan, and was at 
pointed by the Legislature a Justice of the Peace for Litchfieli 
County. In 1755, ho was appointed a Surgeon of one of the 
Connecticut Regiments in the }Jxpcdition against Crown Point 
He is represented to havo heen a gentleman of good talents 
and stately demeanor, hut with manners by no means concilia­
tory or popular. It is worthy of mention, as indicating thu 

• 
be may have been " sinned against" in his controversy with 
the town, that he was successful in the only lawsuit growing 
out of it. He died in Litchfield in 1776. 

In February, 17 53, the town voted a call to the Rev. J udali 
Champion, of East Hadtlam, who had graduated at Yale Col-
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lege in 1751. Two thousand pounds, old tenor currency, was 
vot.ed as his settlement, and eight l1undred pounds, old tenor, 
~ voted as his yearly salary. Mr. Benjamin Webster was 
appointed to visit 1f r. Champion, and deliver to hhn these 
,ores of the town. lir. Champion accepted the call, and was 
ordained as pastor of the First Church, July 4, 1753. 

On the 30th of December, 1760, the town voted to build a 
new meeting-house on the Green; and l[r. Joseph Vaill, Mr. 
Alexander licNeile, Deacon Peter Buel, Jacob ,voodruff, Esq., 
and Captain Solomon Buel, were appointed a Building Com­
mittee. At the same tin1e, Reynold ~Iarvin, Esq., was desig­
nated as the Town's .Agent to apply to the County Court for a 
committee to fix the place for said meeting-house ; and Col. 
lbenezer Marsh, Timothy Collins, Esq., and Capt. Elisha 
Sheldon, were appointed . to wait on the Co1nmittee of the 
Court. The edifice was erected near the site of the old one, 
and was 68 feet long by 42 feet wide, with a steeple and bell. 
ltwas completed during the autumn of 1762. 'rhe old meet­
ing-house was sold at auction in November of that year-Mr. 
Asa Hopkins, Vendue !\:laster. 

Mr. Champion proved to be an able and popular minister, 
and continued here in the pastoral office until 1798. He died 
in this town, October 5, 1810, in his 82d year. 

From the organization of the town to the yeai: 1768, all bu­
siness relating to schools and ecclesiastical affairs was transac­
ted in town 1neeting. The Society of Son th Farms ( or the 
Second Society of Litchfield) having been incorporated, the 
First Society met for the first time, ~fay flth, 1768. Elisha 
Sheldon, Esq., was cho8en Moderator; Isaac Baldwin, Esq., 
Clerk; Mr. Joshua Garrett, Treasurer; and l\fr. Edward 
Phelps, Jr., Capt. Olirer ,v olcott and Capt. ,vnliam Marsh, 
Society's Committee. 'fhcre was little done at these Society's 
Meetings, from year to year, except to appoint officers, Com­
mittees, and Choristers. Now and then we find an entry in 
the records of a different character. Thus-December, 1772 
-measures were taken (or " cowring the meeting-house, and 
putting up Electrical Rods." At the san1e meeting, the Soci­
ety's Committee were directed "not to let the Town's Stock 
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of Powder and Ball to be stored in said house.,, Two Yellf 
later it was voted that " the ·new method of Singing at preselll 
taught by Mr. Lyman," should be introduced into the pub1' 
worship of the congregation; and the singers taught by 
Mr. Lyman were granted "the use and privilege of the From 
Seats in the Gallery.'' The subject of the minister's salar, 
still gave the Society much trouble. l\Ir. Champion complainei 
of the depreciated and fluctuating currency, as }Ir. Collins h■ 
done before him. To obviate this difficulty, the Society, -
1779, Yoted to give 11iin as l1is salary for the then currea& 
year, the sum of seventy-five pounds sixteen shillings, mon91, 
" to be paid in the following articles at the usual prices affixed. 
,·iz., ,vhcat at four shillings per bushel; Rye at three shill,· 
ings do. ; Indian Corn at tbree shillings do. ; Flax at six penoe 
per lb. ; Pork at twenty-five shilliligs per cwt. ; Beef at twen'J 
shillings do. ; Tried Tallow at six pence per lb. ; Lard at fifl 
pence do ; Oats at one shilling per bushel." • 

l[ r. Champion's successor was the Rev. Dan Huntingt;on, 
who, at the time he received the call to settle here, was a tuta 
in Yale College. He was ordained in October, 1798. Al 
he was a gentleman of learning and eloquence, the churti 
and society were delighted with their new pastor; and he • 
pears to 11ave been no less pleased at being settled in such :I 
place and over such a people. He thus wrote concerning them 
-" A delightful village, on a fruitful hill, richly endowed 
with its schools, both professional and scientific, and their 
accomplished teachers; with its venerable Governors and 
Judges ; with its learned lawyers, and Senators, and Rep~ 
sentatives, both in the National and State Departments; and 
with a population enlightened and respectable-Litchfield wu 
now in its glory." During Mr. Huntington's ministry in this 
place, a remarkable religious awakening overspread this and 
and the adjacent parishes, resulting in the hopeful conversion 
of about three hundred persons among the different denom~ 
ations of Litchfield. " This town," says Mr. Huntington, "wu 
originm.ly among the number of those decidedly opposed • 
the movements of for:lller revivalists; and went so far, in 1 

regular church meeting called expressly for the purpose under 
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the ministry of the venerable Mr. Collins, as to let them know, 
by a unanimous vote, that they dill not wish so see them. The 
efFect was, they did not come. The report circulated, that 
Litchfield had "voted Christ out of their borders." It was 
noticed by some of the older people, that the death of the last 
person then a member of the church, was a short time before 
the commencement of our revival.'' 

/ 

Previous to the settlement of Mr. Huntington, the society 
voted him a " settlement" of one thousand dollars, and an 
annual salary of four hundred dollars ; also, agreeing to con­
tinue to Mr. Champion, during life, a salary of one hundred 
pounds. In December, 1805,a subscription was made of funds 
to be placed at interest, for the purpose of adding two hundred 
dollars to the salary of the pastor. It would seem, however, 
that notwithstanding these efforts to increase his income, Mr. 
Huntington had resolved upon leaving. The Church and 
Society, in February, 1807, voted not to concur in l1is request 
that a separation should take place between them. A 
Council, however, was called, and the connection amicably 
dissolved. In March, 1810, the Society voted a unanimous 
call to the Rev. Lyman Beecher, which was accepted, and he 
was installed on the 30th of tho succeeding May-President 
Dwight, of Yale College, preaching the installation ser1non. 
After a successful ministry in this town of about sixteen years, 
he accepted a call from the Hanover-street Church, Boston, 
and was dismissed, February 21, 1826. His successor in tho 
ministry here, was the Rev. Daniel Lynn Carroll, who was 
ordained October 3, 1827 ; and ,vas disn1isscd, at his own re­
quest, llarch 4, 1829. 

In 1827, the Society voted to erect a new church-edifice ; 
and Messrs. Frederick ,v olcott, Stephen Deming, Salmon Buel, 
William Buel and Leonard Goodwin, were aP.pointed a Build­
ing Committee. The House was dedicated on the same day 
diat the installation of Mr. Hickok took place. 

The Rev. Laurens P. Hickok, of Kent, was the next pastor, 
having been installed July 15, 1829. During his ministry 
here, of about seven years, 214 persons united with the church. 
Ninety-five of these were added at two communion seasons in 
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the autumn of 1831-being a part of the fruits of the greatl 
I 

revival of that year. In September, 1836, Dr. Hickok havingj 
bee11 elected Professor of Theology in the Western Resent1 
College; Ohio, requested a dismission from his pastoral chal"!\i 
which was reluctantly granted-and he was dismissed, Nov• 
her 15, l 736~ 

June 12, 1838, the Rev. Jonathan Brace, of Hartford, q 

ordained as pastor of the church; and was dismissed, at Ii 
own request, February 28, 1844. During his pastorate fl 
about six years, not far fro1n one hundred and fifty persona 
united with the church. 

The Rev. Benjaruin L. Swan was installed as the eighi 
pastor, October 22, 1846, and closed his labors here, on~ 
10th of May, 1856-having supplied the pulpit with muci 
ability and acceptance for nearly ten years. . 

The present pastor, the Rev. Leonard ,voolsey Bacon, w• 
ordained, N ove1nber 16; 1856, on which occasion the ordina.: 
tion scr111on was preached by his father, the Rev. Leonard.· 
Ua.con, D. D., of New Haven. 

Deacons of lite First Church, (from 1723 to 1859.)-Joba 
Buel, Nathaniel Bald win, Benjamin IIosford, Benjamin Ket 
logg, Benjamin ,v ebster, Tho1nas IIarrison, Peter Buel, llosei 
Stoddard, Andrew .Adams, William Collins, Ozias Lewu, 
Tho1nas Trowbridge, Andrew Benedict, Frederick Buel, Tl'll• 
1nan Kilbourn, Charles .Adams, Cyrus Catlin, Henry W. Buel, 
and If enry B. Bissell. 

Clerks of tlte Svciety.-Isaac Baldwin, Roger Skinner, 
Abel Catlin, Luke tewis, Samuel Buel, Jabez W. Huntington, 
,J oscph Adan1s, F1·odcrick Deming, Samuel P. Bolles, George: 
C. ,voodruff, Sylvester Galpin, Francis Bacon, James G. Bai­
terson, Reuben M. ,v oodauff, Frederick D. McNiel. 

T,·easurers of tl,e &ciety. - Joshua Garrett, Abraham 
Bradley, Isaac· Bald win, Willia1n Stanton, Moses ~eymour, 
San1uel Buel, Joseph Adams, Luke Lewis, Frederick Deroin&, 
Sylvester Galpin, George C. ,v oodn1ff, Charles Adams, Sam1 
P. Bolles, Chauncey 11. I-looker, Henry W. Buel. 
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In 1735, ~Ir. John Davies, of Kinton, Hertfordshire, Eng­
pnd, purchased a tract of land in the south-west corner of this 
town, and not long after took up his abode in that wild and 
unfrequented region. Ile was warn1ly attached to the doc­
trines and forms of the Church of England, :and was for some 
years the only Episcopalian in Litchfield. The unpopularity 
of Mr. Collins, of the congregational society, at length induced 
several of the leading members of his congregation to with­
draw the1nsclves from his ministry, and to look elscwl1ere for 
religious instruction. On the 5th of N ovmnber, 17 45, a 1ueet­
ing was called at the house of Captain J ncoh Griswold, by 
le~rs. Jacob Griswc,ld, Joseph Kilbourn, John Davies, James 
Kilbourn, Thon1as Lee, Samuel Kilbourn, Ahiel_Smith, Joseph 
Smith, .A braluun Kilbourn, Elijah Griswold, Isaac Bissell, ,vn­
liam Emmons and Daniel Landon-at ,vhich the First Epi-5-
copal Society of Litchfield was organized. The first service 
after the English 1itual, was performed in this town by the 
Bev. Dr. Sa1nuel Johnson, P1·esident of King's (now Colum­
bia) College in the city of New York. At an adjourned Town 
:Heeting,hcldonthe16th of February, 1747, it ,vas voted, 
that" those who declared themselves members of the Church 
of England the last year, shall be discharged fro1n paying their 
Minister's Rate for the la~t year-they paying two-tl1irds of 
tho Rate that was 1nade for thc1n to pay the last year." ~rhis 
w~ one short step toward tolt?-ration. In that year lf r. John 
Davies deeded to the Episcopal Society in Litchfield, a tract of 
land situated about one 1nile west of tho present Court IIousc, 
containing fifty-two acres. This deed was in the f or1n of a 
lease, for the term of nine hundred and ninety-eight years, 
for the use of the " Society for Propagating the Go~pcl in For­
eign Parts" -for which there ,vn.s to be paid " one pepper-corn 
annually, at or upon the Feast of St. lfichael the Archangel, 
if lawfully dmnancled." About the same tiinc, Mr. Daniel 
Landon deeded to Capt. Jacob Griswold and Captain Joseph 
Kilbourn, a tract of fifty acres, " lying westward of the Great 
Pond, near a mountain called Little Mount Tom," to hold for 
the use of said Society for Propagating the Gospel, " to be by 
said Society applied and appropriated for the benefit of the 

23 
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Minister of the Episcopal Church in Litchfield." The first 
church edifice or the parish was raised upon the first named .i 
these tracts, April 23, 17 49. It was covered-seats, pulpit, 
reading-desk and chancel were made-and it was used in thil 
condition for about twenty years before it was.finished. ll 
was named St. Michael's, by request of Mr. Davies. It stooi 
(as did also the house of Captain Griswold, in which tbe society 
was organized,) nearly opposite the present resldenco of Joha 
E. Sedgwick, Esq., and continued to be occupied as a place fl 
public ,vorship for over sixty years. 

In 1749, John Davies, Jr., (the only surviving son of the 
first benefactor of the parish,) came over from Hertfordshire, 
w"h a wife and several young children: and settled near u· 
father, south-west of Mount Tom, at a place still known• 
Davies Hollow. As he was a gentleman of good estate, andaa 
ardent Churchman, his arrival was regarded as an importam 
accession to the Episcopal Society. Ile had previously crossed 
the ocean two or three times on tours of observation. Hi 
wife-whose maiden name was Mnry Powell-was very reluc,. 
taut to leave her native land; and had it not been for the fact 
that one or more of her children were already in the family d 
their grand-parents in. Litchfield, it is doubtful if she would 
have been induced to come. That she should have regarded 
her new ho1uo in the wilderness as cheerless and lonely, com­
pared with the scenes she had loft, is not to be wondered at. 
In writing home to her }~nglish f1~iends, she is said to have 
described herself ns " entirely alone, having no society, and 
nothing to associate ivit/1, but Presbyterians a-nd JVolves." The 
reader may be interested in the fact, that though the wolvea 
long since disappeared from Du vies Hollow, so1ne of the de­
scendan ts of tbe excellent lady who thus wrote, are now num­
bered a1nong the sect of christians which sl1e seems to have 
regarded with such abhorrence. 

• William, Mnry, Walter and Jnmes, were born in Hcrtfor(l; the other children, 
viz., Catharine, 1-~liznucth, Ann, James J., DaYid, Rachel, Gcor$e a~d 'rbolDlifi 
were born in Litchfield. These were 911 cbil<h-cn of Mr. Dnv1es' second ~ 
Mary PolVcll. His first wife, Elizabeth Brown, was the mother of John, Tholllli 
(the Rector of St. Michuel's,.) and William who <lied young. 'l'ho youn,._ 
son, Thomns, was horn nhont the time of the death of his cltlcr brother of the same 
name. 
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From the organization of the society in 1745, to 1754, tbey 
were without a settled minister. The Rev. Drs. Mansfield, 
Johnson, Cutler and Beach, occasionally officiated here; and 
in the absence of a clergyman, prayers were sometimes read 
by Mes~rs. Davies, Landon and Cole. The first Rector of 
St. Michael was the Rev. Solomon Palmer, M. A., who bad 
been pastor of the Congregational Church in Cornwall from 
1741 to 1754. In March of the preceding year, to the great 
8Urprize and grief of his people, he on the Sabbath publicly 
announced himself an Episcopalian in sentiment. He soon 
aRer sailed for England, where he was ordained Deacon and 
Priest by the Rt. Rev. Zachary Pierce, Bishop of Bangor ; and 
returned to this country during the same year (1754,) bearing 
a commission fron1 the Venerable Society as missionary for 
µtchfield, Cornwall and Great Barrington. His salary from 
the Society was .£60 per annum. With the exception of about 
three years, (during which time_ he was Rector of Trinity 
Church in New Haven,) Mr. Palmer continued to reside in 
Litchfield, in the exercise of his pastoral duties, until his death, 
which took place November 1, 1771, at the age of 62 years. 
He was buried near the old parish church, one mile west of 
the present edifice-where, Mr. Jones informs us, his tomb­
stone was standing iu 1812. His epitaph has recently been 
carved· on a handsome modern monument in the West Burying 
Ground. 

His successor in the ministry of St. liichael's, was the Rev. 
Thomas Davies, M. A., (son of Mr. John Davies, Jr.,) who 
was born in Hereford, England, January 2, 1737, and was 
brought to Litchfield by his father in 1745, when but little 
more than eight years old, and was left here with his grand­
parents. This was some four years before his parents became 
residents of this town. Having graduated at Yale College in 
1758, and pursued the usual course of tbeological studies, 
Mr. Davies sailed for England, and was there ordained Deacon 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, at Lambeth, on Sunday, 
August 23, 1761, and was ordained Priest by the same prelate 
on the following day. Like Mr. Palmer, he returned hither 
as a missionary of the English Society " for Litchfield county 
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aud the parts adjacent.,, By a subsequent and 1norc do[iuite 
appointment, the parishes of New ~lilford, Roxbury, Now 
Fairfield, New Preston and Sharon, were designatotl as his 
field of labor. On the ren1oval of ~[ r. Pnhncr to N cw Havoa 
in 1763, he became the 1ninister of St. Jlichaol's, and remained 
l1crc in charge of the parbh until his <lcccasc, May 12, 1766. 
IIis ~lcinoirs and Diary, ( with a likeness,) were published ia 
New Ilavcn in 1843--cditcd by the I?cv. ~[r. IIitchcock. The 
volume contains the record of a. large nun1ber of Ba1>tisms and 
Marriages in Litchfield. 1\.s heretofore inti1nateu, }Ir. Palmer 
returned to Litchfield and continued his pastoral duties in thia 
place <lu1·iug the rc1naindcr of his life. Mr. Ilonja1nin Farn­
ha.111, a can<lit.latc for 1-Ioly Orders, officiated in the parish for 
a few 1uo11ths, until the arrh·al of the Rev. Richard Moseley, 
who was sent hither as a 111,h;siouary of the Society in Englan~ 
Mr. M. was not wclco1nccl with any degree of cordiality, an4 
,vas never recognized by the congregation as their pastor. ~e 
consequently returned to England, and carried with him such 
an "ill report'.' of the parish as to cause a suspension of the 
annual allowance fron1 the English Society for the year 1773. 
On a due representation of the facts in tho case, the salary 
was restored in 177 4. 

'rho Rev. Jan1cs Nichols, a native of ,vatcruury and a grad~ 
uate of Yale College, heca1nc Rector of the parish, April 20th, 
1775. Though he is represented to have been a tu.lcntcd and 
popular preacher, tho cxcito1nent consequent upon tho Revo­
lution drovo hhn fro1n the pulpit, and tho church was closed 

· until 1780. ?\Ir. Nichols then resun1cu his 1ninistcrial duties, 
and the society from that tiine gradually increased in nun1ben 
-----------------------------------

• The l~piscopnlinns ()f Lit<'hticlll hnvc goo,l cnni,;e to remember tho J)iniea 
family with grntitucle. ,John ))n\'ic~, Sen., (in n,Mition to the ~ift of the lnnda 
rcfo1n!cl to,) wns pcrhnps the most liherol contributor townr<ls crceting the finl 
Epi:,copal church in this town. Ho died November 22, li58, Bt¥.l his remains \Vert 
hronght seven miles from his resi<lcncc nnd intcrrCll in our West Burying Ground, 
where they rest without a stone to mark the spot. He ordered gifts of mourning 
nppHrl'l to he m1Ule to lais collcngues in erecting the church. ,John Davies, Jr., 
in Jnnnnry, J i94, 1-,rnve a piece of land nenr his residence in Da\'ics HoUow, tor 
a church anti burying-ground, on whirh, mainly at his own expense, a place of 
worship was erected. Agc,l aml infirm, he sot in the door of his house and wit­
ucsscd the raising of the huillling. Ile departed this life, Mny 19, I i97, in bis 
84th ycnr. His witlm.,·, Mary, died December 15, 1801, in her 76th year. 

On the organizntion of the rown of \Vashington in I 77!>, navies Hollow \VII 
annexed to that township. 
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and in public favor. On tho 26th of October, 1784, it was in­
corporated by an Act of the General .Assembly of the State, 
and thereupon it was duly organized according to law. 

Episcopacy.in Litchfield had thus far been tolcratcd,and tho 
the members of the society had for the most part been treated 
by their fellow-townsmen with the ordinary courtesies of life; 
but a large majority of the people of the town as well as of the 
members of the colonial and State governments, see1n to have 
been particularly loth to do anything that might look like cn­
eo,,rt4:,oing dissent from what had so long been the established 
n,Iigion of Connecticut. In 1785, an "Address of 'l,hanks" 
to tho Legislature was drawn up by the Rev. )Ir. Nichols and 
signed by Daniel Landon, Jr., in behalf of the society, for the 
act of incorporation. " Wishing the favor of a Justice of tlie 
Peace to adorn our Society," (wrote Mr. Landon,) "they 
nominated Mr. Seth Landon, with some others, as a fit person 
to fill that office." Seventeen years after this request was 
made, Mr. Seth Landon was for the first tin1e appointed to 
tho office for which he was thus nominated; -nor do I find 
that, in the intermediate time, more than one Episcopalian 
was appointed to the magistracy for this town! It was not 
until the Jeffersonian Ca1npaign, when J.Icssrs. Champion and 
Huntington began to introduce politics into their ser111011s and 
prayers, that Episcopacy beca1no sufficicn tly f orn1idablo in. tho 
town to demand its full share of civil and political rights. 

Mr. Nichols resigned his charge of tho parish in May, 1784; 
and on the 9th of September, 1785, tho Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, 
(a native of Litchfield and a graduate of Yale College,) be­
came ~he Rector of St. lfichael's, and continued to occupy 
the position for about eight years-when he·was succeeded by 
the Rev. ·David Butler, (afterwards D. D.) Hts successors 
bave been the Rev. Messrs. Truman Marsh, Isaac Jones, John 
B. Stone, D. D., William Lucas, Samuel Fuller, D. D., 
William Payne, J'ohn J. Bl'andagee, Benjamin W. Stone, J. 
II. Willey, and the present Rector, Rev. H. N. Hudson. 

In 1796, during the ministry of Mr. Butler, a large number 
of Episcopalians residing in tho west part of the town seceded 
from the first Episcopal Society, and erected a new church. 
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The edifice, which stood upon tho hill nearly opposite the 
Burying-Ground at Bantam Falls, was fifty feet long by thirty­
six broad, and was surmounted by a tower, bell, and steeple. 
It was planned and built by Mr. Giles Kilbourn, who dial 
on the 13th of September, 1797, and ·his funeral was the fill 
attended within its walls.• In October, 17971 the seced8" 
petitioned to be released from paying taxes to the First E}iia 
copal Society, and for permission to organize themselves intfj. 
a distinct Society. On the 6th of NoYember following, till'. 
petition was granted ; and on the 14th, the " Second Episcopt 
Society of Litchfield" was duly organized, with the follo~ 
officers, viz., l\ilessrs. David Kilbourn, John Landon and S,t. 
vanus Bishop, Society's Committee; James Kilbourn, Cieri; 
and Heber Stone, Treasurer. In 1808, the two Societies wa11· 
amicably united, and so continue at the present time-thoup· 
they manage a portion .of their affairs independently of eaai 
other, and have different Rectors. The Old West Church (• 
it was called,) was occupied as a place of public worshipaboll 
forty-six years, and was taken down in the summer of 184~ 
a. smaller edifice having about that time been erected a few 
rods farther west. Services were held for the first time in ill 
new church-which bears tho name of St. Paul's-on Sundar, 
December 24th, 1843, by the Rev. G. C. V. Eastman, tll 
newly appointed Rector. 

At the commencement of Mr. ?tfarsh's ministry in this town, 
in 1799, he agreed to preach one-fifth of the time in Milron, 
,vhere there were a few families of Episcopalians ; and in 180I 
a ueat and convenient church ,vas erected in that sectiond 
the town. It was raised on the 25th of June, 1802; finished 
in 1827 ; consecrated by Bishop Brownell in 1837, and is still . 
111 use. 

There is also a flou1ishing Episcopal church and society it 
Northfield, in the south-east part of this town, under the C8II 

of the Rev. Frederick Holcomb, -D. D., of Watertown. 

* ?.Ir. K, was enthusiRBtically devoted to his business as a Builder, and did mai 
in his gcncmtion to improve the architecture of this vicinity. The Tallmadge 
House, and the present residences of William Deming and Henry R. Coit, Esq'1, 
(all in this village,) were hnilt by him. An obituary notice of him in the Mom• 
(which is understood to have been written by the H.cv. Dr. Butler,) says-" )fl 
was a man of uncommon industry, and u very valuable member of society." JD 
fuucral scnnon was preached by l>r. llutlcr. 
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In Juno, 1790, the Rev. Freeborn Garretson, one of the 
ablest and most earnest Apostles of .J,Iethodism in America, 
visited Litchfield on his way from the Hudson river to Boston. 
He was at that time Superintendent of the Northern District, 
and, in his itinerant jou1·neyings, was ahnost invariably attend­
ed by his colored servant, Harry, who was himself a. Ucensed 
preacher of no 1nean distinction. They traveled together on 
llorseback, apparently vieing with each other in their zeal for 
tbe promotion of the cause of their common Master. On 
Wednesday, June 23d, (as we learn from Dr. Stevens' Memo­
rit&ls of Method-ism,) Mr. Garretson "rode seven 1niles to 
Litchfield, and was surprized to find the doors of the Episco­
pal church open, and a large congregation waiting for him. 
He discoursed from the words-' Enoch walked with God,' -
1nd believed good was done. He left Harry to preach a·notlier 
1mnon, and went on to the centre of the town ; the bell rang, 
and he preached to a few in the Presbyterian meeting-house, 
and lodged with a kind churchman." On the same day, Mr. 
Garretson wrote in his Diary-" I preached in the skirts of 
the town, where I was opposed by--, wl10 made a great 
disturbance. I told him the enemy had sent bim to pick up 
the good seed ; turned my back on him, and· went 1ny way, 
accompanied by brothers ,v. and H. I found another waiting 
company, in another part of the town, to whom I declared, 
'Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.' In this town 
we bave given tho devil and the wicked much trouble; ,ve 
have a few good friends." On his return from Boston, l\fr. 
Garretson again preached in Litchfield-Friday, July 13, 1790. 
So far as I have learned, these were the first Methodist ser­
mons ever preached in this town. 

The Litcl,field Circuit was organized during the spring of 
1790, and embraced, according to Mr. Stevens, "the north­
western section of Connecticut." In May, 1791, the Rev. 
Messrs. Matthias Swain and James Covel were appointed by 
ihe conference to labor in this Circuit. Their immediate suc­
eessors, previous to the commencement of the present century, 
were, Rev. Messrs. Ljllnu.~l__S.Ill~t.h, Samuel Ostrander, Philip 
Wagner, James Coleman, Enoch Mudge, F. Aldridge, Jesse 
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Stoneman, J oscph Mitchell, Daniel Dennis, Wesley Budd, 
Ezekiel Canfield, William Thatcher, Ebenezer Stevens, Frco­
man Bishop and .Augustus J ocolyn. 

On tl1e 21st of July, 1791, tho famous Bishop Asbury 
preached in the Episcopal church in this town. In reference 
to his visit here, he wrote-" I think }I orse's account of his 
countrymen is near the truth; never have I seen any people 
who could talk so long, so correctly, and so seriously, about 
trifles." A hard l1it, certainly !-is it not too well deserved? 

I have found no records wl1atcver, indic~ting the progress 
of this denomination in Litchfield, for many years subsequent 
to the last of the dates here given. The names of the follow• 
ing pcn;ons in our Grand List for 1805, arc put down as " mem­
bers of the Methodist Society," viz., Noah Agard, Isaac Bald. 
win, Ebenezer Clark, Thomas F. Gross, Elisha Horton, ·Samuel 
Groen, Jonathan Hitchcock,Roswcll McNeil,Jonathan Rogers, 
Daniel Noyes,-Jol1n Stone _and Arthur Swan. 

In 1837, a handso1ne church edifice was erected by t~ 
Methodists, in Meadow street, in this village, which was dedi­
cated on the 27th of July of that year. The dedicatim~ ser­
mon was preached by Professor Holdich, of the "\V csleyan 
U nivcrsity ; and an appropriate discourse was delivered by 
the Rev. }Ir. \V ash burn. The following clergymen l1ave since 
been stationed here, generally for two years each-Rev. }Iossrs. 
Charles Chittenden, Keyes, Gad Smith, Jason Wells, D. L. 
}larks, "\Villia1n Dixon, Joseph Henson, ,vnliam B. Hoyt, N. 
C. Lowis, H. N. ,veed, Lounsbury, and William Howard. 

The number of members of this church, as reported to the 
Conference about a yoar since, is 113. 

In addition to the church in tbis village, there is a ltletl10-
dist church in }Iilton and another on Mount Tom . 

• 
The late Rev. Horace Agard, and the Rev. JosephL. Morse, 

are, so far as I can learn, t4e only natives of the town who 
have become Methodist ministers. 

There is a flourishing Baptist Church and Society at Ban­
tam Falls, under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Ganun. For­
merly there was a Baptist Church in Northfield, which flour­
ished for several years under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
}1:essrs. Seth IIigley and Levi Peck. 







DIOGRAPIIICAL NOTES 

ADA?\·IS, Samuel, a native of J\lilford and long a resident of" 
Stratford, came to th h; village to reside a few years previous to his 
death-which took place here, November 12, 1788, in the 85th year 
of'hid age. Ile had l)(!en a prominent lawyer and Judge of the Ji.,nir­
&eld County Court. llis widow, 1\1:rs. Mary Adams, died in this 
town, August 29, 1803, in the one l,undred and sixth year of her age. 
11 She retained," says the Monitor," her memory, reason and activity 
remarkably, until about two_ ye"ns before her death. After she was 
an hundred years old, she rode on horseback thirty miles in one day." 
Sl1e wns a daught~r of l\Ir. Zachariah l1'nirchild, and wns born in 
Stratford, l\Iny 7, 1 G!>8; thus ha.ving lived in three centuries! 

ADA1\IS, Andrew, LL. D., (son of the preceding,) resided.in this 
lown ahout thirty year8, and became Chief ,J usticc of the State. 
He died in this village, while holding that oflice, Noy. 27, 1797, agecl 
6!. [See pp. 144 aml 145. of this volume.] , 

ALLEN, John, a native of Grent Ilarrin~ton, l-Iass., was arlmittcd 
lo the Lit.chficl<l Bar in 1786, and continue<l·~to reside here as a prac­
ticing lawyer until his death, in the year 1812. Ile was a Ueprc­
intntive at sev<m sessions; Clerk of the House in l 7UG; 1nembcr of 
Congress from 1797 to 1799 ; and member of the State Council from 

11800 to 1806. Ile not only possessed g1·eat powers of mind, but was 
iremarkable for l1is imposing prescnce-ha\'ing been nearly seven feet 
1io height, and with a proportionably hea,·y frame. I-le wns . bu1·ied 
in our East Graveyard. ~\ 

ALLEN, John \V., (son of the p1rcceding.) was born in Litchfield, 
bot left his native town soon after the deu.th of his father. !laving 
ltudied law, he settled in Cleveland, Ohio, where he became eminent 
in bis profession. In 1837, he was elected a member of Congress 
:from Ohio, nnd was re-elected in 1839. Ile luis also been Mayor of 
Cleveland, Presidential Elector, etc. 

ALLEN, General Ethan, the Ilcro of Ticonderoga, was born in 
Litchfield, J·anunry 10, 1737-,8; nnd died in Burlington, Vermont, 
February 18, 178V, ngcd 51 years. [See pp. l 35, etc. of this volume.] 
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AG AUD, Re,·. llorace, (son of l\Ir. No:i.h A~arll,) wns born· 
Litchficlcl, received a license to preach from the l\Icth(){list Con~ 
cncP, nnd for some time labore<l sueec;;sfully in his nath·e town. '& 
moving to the State of New York, he wa~ ordained Dl'acon in Pa· 
by Bishop George, in 1821, anJ two year-, later he was ordain 
Ehler at \Vestmorel:m<l, N. Y.~ by the 8ame Bishop. For ele · 
years out of nineteen of effective service in the mini::;try, he was PIii 
siding .Elder of the_ Susquehanna arl(l Berkshire District~. Ile d" 
in the fi,ith, January 8, 1850. 

DACON, Asa, n resident of Litchfield from 1803 to 1852, was 
in Canterbury, graduated at Yale Colll·gc in 1793, and <lied · 
New II:n·cn in Fd,ruary, 1857, aged 8G. He was one of the m 
eminent lawyers at the Litchfield har. Ilis widow, (a <laughter 
the late lion. Epaphroditus Champion, of East Ila<lclam,) is still Ii · 
in New IIavcn. 

BACON, Epaphroditus Champion, ( eldest ~on of the prececli 
wns born in Litchfield in 1811 ; grn<luatc<l at Yule College in 1831 
and settled in his natiYe town ns a lawyer. In 1839, he was a 
c_.?ntc to, and Secretary of, the National Convention which met __ 
Harrisburg and nominatc<l General IIarri:mn for the Presidency:. 
the U nitccl States. l\Ir. Ilacon was elected n Repre:;entative f .. 
thie town in 1840, nncl ngain in 1841. Ile was u diligent antiqun · · 
antl genealogist. \Vhile traveling in Eui·opc, he <lie<l at Sevi · 
Spain, January 11, 18~5, aged 34 years. · 

UACON, Lieutenant Frederick A., (son of Asa Bacon, Esq,} 
was born in Litchficltl in 1813; entered the Navy in his youth, 
wns nttnchccl to the U. S. Schooner Sea Gull of the Exploring Ex 
<lition, which founclcrcd off Cape Horn, l\Iny 1st, 1839, and all 
board perished. .i-Ie was 26 years of ngc. Lieut. Bacon was m· 
rict.1, and left one Ron. 

BACON, General Franch:, (youngest son of Asa Bacon, E!;q~ 
was l>orn in Litchfiehl in January, 1820; graduated at Y nle Coll 
in 1838: studied law with the Hon. 0. S. Seymour, and settled as· 
lawyer in hi~ native town. ,Vith the exception of two or three ye 
he continu~<l to reRitle lwrc until his death. In 18•17 and 1848, 
was First Clerk of the House ; nnd in 184V, he was elected to . 
Senate of thi~ State. lie was nl~o l\Ia jor General of all the l\lili • 
of Connectit~ut. Ile tlie,l in thi:-: tt~·.vn, September 1(\ 18-19, a~ed · 
year~ an<l 8 month:;. General Ba1..:on married Elizalwth Dutcher, 
Cannan, nml ll•tt, one <laughter, l(ate. 

BALD\VJN', Isanc, graduated nt Yale College in 1735, settled' 
Litcl1field in 17-12, antl die<l here, ,January 15, 1805, aged 95 y 
He was a Uepresentativc at ten =,cssions, Clei·k of the Probate Co 
twenty-nine yPars, Town Clerk thirty-one years, an<l Clerk of 
Court of Common Plea:; forty-two ycai·s ! 

BAL o,vIN, Uev . .A~hbel, (son of Lm:tc Oahlwin, Esq.,) was 
in Litchfield, l\Iarch 7, 17 67, nnd ~ra.duateu nt Y nlc College in 17.7 
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De was ordained Deacon ftt Middletown, by Bishop Seabury, Aug. 
S, 1785-hei11g the first Episcopal ordinal.ion in tke i11.ited States. 
In Septl'mbcr following, he was ordained Priest by the same Bishop. 
From L 785 to 17U3, he was Hector of St. :rtlichael's church in this 
town, and was afterwards for about thirty years U.ector of Christ 
Church, Stratford. lie wa.-, Secretary of the Diocese of Connecticut, 
and member of the General Convention. Air. Baldwin died in Roch­
ester, N. Y., February 8, 1~46, in his 8Uth year. From hi:, register 
it appears that he had preached and performed service about 10,000 
times; baptizell 3,010 persons; married 600 couple; and buried about 
S,000 persons! 

BALDWIN, William n., (son of Captain IIorace nncl grandson of 
Isaac Baldwin, Esq.,) was born in Litchfiel<l, January 7, 1803, and 
has been for more than twenty years past one of the editor:, and pro­
prietors of the New lla\·en Daily and \Veekly Register. Ile has al,:;o 
been State Printer, member of the Common Council of the City of 
New llaven, &c. 

BARNES, Amos, (son of l\Ir. Enos Barnes,) was bo1·n in Litch­
teld, and settled in Pittsfield, l\la.ss., where he still rcsi<les. He was 
an officer in actual service in the last war with Great Britain; has 
aioce been a Selectman, 1\lagistratc, and Trial Justice of the Police 
O,urt; and in 1837 and again in 1838, he was elected a member of 
'tJie l\lassachusctts House of Reprcsentath·es. 

BEE BE, Bezalecl, a Colonel in the continental army, was born iu 
Litchfield, April 28, 1741; died l\Iay 28, 182-l. [See p. 145.J 

BEECHER, Lyman, D. D., was born in Nc'\lili Ilavcn, October 12, 
1775; graduated at Yale College in 1797 ; and wa,; 01·tla.incd pastor 
rl a church in East Hampton, L. I., in December l 798, with a snlary 
of $300 per year. In 1810, at the age of thirty-five years, he was 
~talled pu.stor of the First Church iu Litchticl<l, au<l remained here 
io tlmt capacity for a pel'iod of sixteen years. This wa~, as he him­
telf states, by far the 111ost active and lal>o1·ious part of his life. ln 
~dition to his ordinary pastoral ser\·ices, he was probably more con-
1picuot.isly identified with the establishment of the g1·eat benevolent 
association~ of the day, than any othe1· country pastor in New Eng­
lan.d. Returning, full of zeal, from the first meeting of the American 
~rd of Commissionerd for Foreign Missions, in 1812, he called to­
gether, in this village, several clergymen an<l laymen from various 
parts of the county, who organized the Litchfield County .Ji'oreig11, 
Mission Societ!/-THE FIRST AUXILIARY 01!"' THE AMERICAN liOARD. 
He was active in all the reforms of that period. I-Iis Six &rmons on, 
mtemperance, which were preached in our old meeting-house in 1826, 
were widely circulated on both sides of the Atlantic, and were among 
&he earliest and most effective means in arousing the Christian world 
to the evils of intemperance. In 1826, Dr. Beecher became pastor 
of the Hanover street Church in Boston; and in 1832, he accepted 
lhe Presidency of Lane. Theological Seminary in Ohio, in which lat­
ter offi<·c he continued for some ten years. Subsequently, for a few 
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yenrs, he was cngag<'c.1 in preparing hi5 ,v orks for the press. 
now resides in Brooklyn, N cw York. Dr. Beecher has been t 
times married, aml has had thirteen chi ldrcn, viz., I Catharine 
distinguished :ts an author; 2 Re,·. ,villinm H.; 3 Uev. R<lw 
D. D., ex-Pre8itlent of Illinois College; 4 llary Foote, m. the H 
Thomas C. Perkins, of Hartford; 5 1-I~rriet, died youn~, on 
Island; G Uev. Geor~e, died in Chilicothie, Ohio; 7 I-Iarriet, · 
Rev. Dr. Cahin E. Stowe, now of Ando\'cr, ~ln~s.; 8 Rev. Ile 
\Vard ; 9 Rev. Charlt.•g, of G corgctown, )lass. ; 10 Frederick, ·­
young, in Litchfield ; 11 l~abdla Holmes, m. John Hooker, Esq., 
fiartforll; 12 Uev. Thoma~ K., of Elmira, N. Y.; 13 Uev.James 
Seamen'~ Chaplain in China. Of these, _l\lrs. Stowe, Henry W 
Charle~, Frederick, l\f rs. Ilookcr, and Thomas I{., were born 
Litchfield. 

BEECHER,. Uc,·. Henry ,varu, was born in Litchfieltl, June 
1813; gr:uluatctl at Amherst College in 1834; wa:; liccnRed to p 
in April, 18:18; and w:·,s ~cttled as pastor of a church in Lawre 
burgh, Indiana, in the fall of the same year. From August 1839 
October, 1847, he was pastor of a church in Indianapolis, India · 
and 8incc the last nnmed date he has been pastor of the Plymoa1

1 

Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. _IIc is a powerful and popular preacbfi 
and lecturrr, and is said by the New American Cyclope<lia to haft 
"the largc~t uniform con~regation in the United State~." I-Ie is dii 
author of a volume of Lectures to 1,.oung llfen; 1'he Star Papmi· 
V/cws and .Experiences,· 1'alks about Fr1tits, Flowets, and Ji'armi'/f, 
&c.; and two volumes of extract:-; from his extc.·mporancou~ disconrca. 
noted <lown, ctlitetl, and puhli~he<l, by members of his congregutim, 
hnve luul an cxtc.·11~ivc circulation. .l\Ir. Beecher wus married, Aug 
3, 1837, to Eunice, claughterof Dr. Artemas Ballarl1~ of ,v. Sutton, Mt 

I 

BEE HS, Seth'P., wns born in ,vooclbnry, tluly f, 1781, studiet 
law with the lion. l~phraim l{irhy, nn<l at the 11itchficld Law 8chotJ, 
am] was admitted to the bnr on the 20th of !\larch, 1805. Heb• 
ever since resided in thi~ Yillage. In November, 1813, he was ap, 
pointed by Prc~i<lc11t l\Indison, Collector of the Din~ct Tax.cs aul 
Intcrn;1l U.e\'enue of the U nitecl States, for Litchfield G0tmty, and heW 
the otlicc until it wus abolished in l 820. He was nlso State's Attor­
ney for fh·e years, and a Heprescntativc in 1820, 1821, 1822 and 181& 
In 1821, he was Clerk of the House, nnd during the sessions of the 
two succeeding years he was Speaker. In 18i4, he was elected a 
State Senator, and, while holding that oflice, the Legislature appoint­
ed him Assistant Commissioner of the School Fund. On the resit 
nation of the Hon. James Hillhouse, he was appointe<l sole Commit­
sioner, ,June 1, 1825, an<l resigned said office to tnke effect December 
1, 1849. The Legislature passed a unanimous vote of thanks to Mr. 
Beers "for his long, laborious and foi tbf ul labors as Commissioner tl 
the School :Fund."· .l\~r. n. has also been a candidate for Congress; 
and in 1839, he was the regular democratic nominee for Governor. 
Ho was a Presidential Elector in 1836, and State Superintendenl 
of Common Schools from 1845 to 1849. 
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BIRD, John, (son of Dr. Seth Bird,) was born in LitchfieM, No, ... 
!2, I 768 ; grmlunted nt Yale College in 1786; practiced law tor n. 
few years in his native town ; removed to Troy, N. Y., in I iD4-, anti 
died there in the yenr 1806, n~cu 38 year~. lie hail been n member 
of the Le(l'islaturc of New York, and a member of Congress from tlaat n -
State. Ex-President V nn Buren thus writes to the author of this \'Ol-

ome concerning him : "John Biru I did not know personally, but 
have always taken much interest in his character and cnreer. He 
must, accorcling to all accounts, ha\.·c been one of the very ablest men 
in the State, though a very eccentric one. There h:i,·e been but few 
men among us, who have left bcliin<l them 80 mnny rncy nnec<lotes 
ilbistrative of their peculiarities." His fir8t wife wns a dnughter of 
Col. Joshua Porter, of Salisbury; his second wife was Sally llucl, 
daughter of l\Ir. David Buel, of Troy, formerly of this town. Ile left 
several children. 

BIRGE, Gen. Jolin '\Yard, was born in Litchfield, January 7, 1803, 
and in his youth went to re:-;;idc with an uncle in Cazenovia, N. Y. 
He recei ,·ed his _medical degree at Genc\9 a College, and is a succcssf ul 
practitioner in Utica, where, as a surgeon and occulist, he.has a l1igh 
reputation. He i~, however, principally fo,mous for his connection 
with the Pntriot ,,Tar in Canndn, in 1837-'8. Ile had prcviou~1y b~cn 
Colonel of the Eighth Regiment of New York State Cavalry; and, 
while holding the office of Brigatlier General, ( an extensive organi­
sation being perfected along· the lines, hnving for its object the 
freedom of the Cana<las from British rule,) he was waited upon by n. 
deputation from the executive committee having the matter in charge, 
who urged upon him the acceptance of a l\Iajor General's commi~sion, 
with the command of the second of the three Divisiot1s. After some 
hesitation, he aecepted the position, nnd fixed his hcmlqua.rtcrs at 
Wate1·town, N. Y.. The confidence nn<l cnthusin.~.m of the people on 
the subject, for fifty miles on each ~idc of the line~, was so unboundc<l, 
that such a thing as fililure seems not to have Leen thought ot: The 
whole plan of opcratiom;, however, was frustrated by a rash at.tempt 
of Colonel Von Shoultz, a. gallant Polnncler, to land at Prescott with 
his regiment. Success would have made Heroes and ·Patriots of the 
chief actors in the enterprize ; failure mnde them Hcbels and Traitors. 
Von Shoultz and others were hanged, ~ome were banished, and some 
(among whom was the rmbject of this sketch) were tried for a breach 
of the neutrality laws. General Birge is a son of the late Joseph 
Birge, Esq., who died in this town in 1854. 

BISSELL, George Beckwith, (son of l\Ir. John Bissell,) was born 
in Litchfield, Sept. 12, 1823, entered the United States Navy in his 
700th. In August, 1846, he was n.ttnchcd to the U. S. Brig 'I'ruxton 
when sbe was wrecked on the coast of Mexico, and with others was 
seized and held as a prisoner of war. On his release, he made a visit 
to his native town; but soon 're-joined the Navy, and for eighteen 
months was attached to the scientific departmeilt at ,vashington. lie 
joine,1 the Frigate Cumberland in New York, as Sailing l\1astcr, on 
the 31st of August, and died at the Na val I-lospital in Brooklyn, Sep-
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temhcr 10, 18-lS, n"cd 25 years. Iii~ remains were brougl1t hero for 
interment. lli.s elder brothers, John Bissell, Jr., and l~dward llissell 
Esq'•~-, (hoth lawyers in New York city,) were born in the Statco( 
N cw York, but resided many years in LitcbfielJ. The latt\!r baa 
ht!cn a Pur:-er in the Navy. 

UIS.SELL, Lyman, (son of Mr. Hiram Bissell,) was born in Litch,, 
field, October 1~, 1812; was Captain in the Unitc<l States .Arm1, 
and Pu.yma5ter of the .New England U~giment, in the \Var wi~ 
Mexico; and is still an officer in the Army. 

BRACE, John P., was born in Litchfield, Februa1·y 10th1 1793; 
gn1duated at \Villiams College in 1812; and was for some year, 
Principal of the Litchtidd l•'emalc Academy, and subsequently of the 
llartford Female Seminary. J.t"'or eight or ten yea~ past, he ha 
been one of the editors of the Ilartf ord Daily and \V cckly Ooziraa 
Mr. llrace is the author of Lectures to- Young Converts, Tai.es oftJ. 
lJevih, and 1'he l!'awn of tile Pale Faces. 

DUACE, Charles Loring, the celebrated traveler, is a son of Joha 
P. Brace, Esq., and was born in Litchfield, June 19, 1826. Having 
graduated at Yale College in 1846, and pursued a course of theologi­
cal studies, he spent several years traveling in Eu1·ope; as a part a 
ihi:: fruit~ of ~hich, he has giyen to the public three or four very i• 
teresting volumes, viz., Hungary ·in 1851, Home Life in Germ<J/lfi 
1'he Norse lolk, &c. In l\.fay, 1851, during the Hungarian st1·u~~ 
for independence, .l\f r. Brace was seized as a spy by the Austrian u­
thorities, and imprisoned at Gross Wardein; but after a lapse of 
thirty <lays, he was released through the intervention of )Ir. ~lc<Jurd7, 
then American 1\-linistcr to Austria. I-le is· now Secretary of the 
Children's Aid Society in the city of New York. 

llltA.DLEY, Abraham, (son of Abraham Bradley, Esq.,) was bon 
in Litchfield, February 2 I, 1767, studied law, and became a Ju<lge in 
Luzerne county, Penn. From 1799 .to 1829, he wn.s First Assistant 
Postmaster General of the U niteJ States. lie drew nnd published 
a l\lap of all the I>ost HoacJs in the Union, with the Post Offices uod 
distances clearly deHncc.l. I-le died at his rcsi<lence in the city d 
,va~hington a fow years since. 

BRADLEY, Dr. Phineas, (brother of the preceding,) was uornia 
Litchtiel<l, July 17, 1769; married Hannah Jones, of this town, and 
settled here us a physician and druggist. \Vhcn the office of Second 
Assistant Postmaster Gtmeral was created by Congress, Dr. Bradle7 
was appointed, and retained the position for about twenty-five ycan. 
lie was a gentleman of wealth, and distinguished for bis hospitality 
and bene,·olence. Ile died at his beautiful seat, Clover H1:U., two 
miles north of the national capitol, in the spring of 1845, aged 76. 

BRADLEY, ,vmiam A., (son of the preceding,) was born in 
Litchfield, July 25, 1794, and settled in the City of "\VashingtoD, 
where he still resides. I-le lms been President of the Patriotic llank, 
Postmaster, and l\Iayor of the city. 
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BUEL, Dnvitl, Jr., born in Litchfield, October 22, 1784; graclun­
ted at 1Villiams College in 1805; settled as n lnwyer in Troy, where 
be still reside~. In 1821, he was a Delegate to the Constitutional Con­
\·ention of his adopted State; for some year:; held the otnce of Fi~t 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for Renselaer county; and in 
18-lt, he was elected a Regent of the State University-a posit.ion 
which he still hold~. From 1829 to 1847, Judge Buel was a Trustee 
of \Villimns College. May 2:!tb, 1814, he married IIm·riet, daughter 
rl John G. 1-Iillhowe, Esq., of Montville, Conn., and hns several 
sons and daughters, 

BUSHNELL; Rev. Hora~, D. D., (son of Ensign Ilushnell, E~q.) 
ns born in Litchfield in 1802; graduated at Yale College in 18i7, 
ad was a Tutor in that institution from 1829 to 1831. For the 
:'9i twenty-seven years, he ha~ been pastor ·or the North Congrega­
;ti.,npl Church in liartford. I-Ie recei\·ed the degree of Doctor of 
l)i~inity from the ,v eslcyan University in 1842, and from Ilm·vard 
~~ege in· 1852. Besides o. lnrge _nu.~. her of published Ad<lre~~es 
·ind Sel"mons, he is the author or· seTeral theological works thnt 

. lave elicited much attention' on both -sides of ttie~ocean-among which 
.,,. God in Ohrist,·lf(lttltr,,- and the Supernritu:ral., and ·sermons for tile ., Lift. . ' : . . , ' . 
,. .· . 

,.. CATLIN, JuJiue~ (son of Mr. Grove Catlin,) was· born in IIar­
,inton in 179.9. , When be was about one year old, his parentg re­
JDO\·ed to tnis village, and this continued to be his komB for the suc­
ceeding twenty yea1·s, though at the age of fifteen he commenced his 
clerkship in Hartford. He became a successful merchant in that 
city, where he still resides. }!any years ago he )\'as a Director of 
the Connecticut Branch of the United States Bank, and wa:3 one of 
the Committee appointed to wind up the affairs of that institu~ion, 
when the parent llank had been Cl'ushetl by the veto of General 
Jackson. In 1846, he \\'US appointed Commissary General of the 
State, an<l subsequently he held the office of Auditor of Public Ac­
counts. The President of the United States, in 18-17, commi~sionecl 
Colonel Catlin as a member of tho Board of Visitors to the National 
Military Academy at ,vest Point. In the autumn of 1856, Colonel 
Catlin and ex-Governor Dutton were chosen Pre:;i<lentia.l Electors 
for the State at large. At the annual election in April, 1858, the 
subject of' this sketch was chosen Lieutenant-Governor of Connceti­
ant-nn office which, by re-dection in April last, he still holds. It 
is pleasant to his Litchfield friends to know that long absence has not 
obliterated his recollections of these cherished scenes. In a recent 
letter to the author of this volume, he says-" I look back with de­
light on the many days and years of my childhood an<l youth spent at 
my happy home. My recollections of Litchfield are indeed pleasant. 
I love its very name, and shall ever take a deep interest in the wclth.re 
of the place." \Vould that all the emigrant ~ons of Litchfield might 
carry with. them, an<l rP.tain through life, the same genial lo\"e fQr 
lheir early homes! In 1829, l\lr. Catlin married .l\Inry ltisher, . of 
Wrentham, l\fnss., (a sister of the wife of the Uev. Joel Hawes, D. D.,) 
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and has h,,ad five children, three of whom are living. For the last 
fifteen years, he has resit.led in Asylum street, on the height of groond 
adjacent to the Raih·oad-formerly known as the Sigourney Plac,,... 
oue of the most beautiful situations in llartford. 

CATLIN, Putnnm, (son of Mr. Eli Catlin,) was born in Litch­
field, stu,lied law with General Tracy, and \Vas admitted to the bu 
in this town in 1786. He settled in Montrose, Penn., and there held 
tl1e office of Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. He was the 
father of George Catlin, the celebrated artist and historian of the 
Amt~ricnn Indians, who was himself educated in Litchfield. 

CHURCH, Samuel, LL. D., a native and former tesident of Salis­
lmry, came to Litchfield to 1·eside in 1845, and remained here until 
his lleath in the nutumn of 1854. Ile had long been in public life; 
and, while residin~ in this town, wa.~ chosen Chief J usticc of the Sta&e 
and received the degree of Doctor of Laws from Trinity College. 

• 
COLLIER, John Allen, (f;on of Capt. Thomas Collier, editor 

of the Monitor,) was born in Litchfie]<l, November 13, 1787; settled 
as a lawyer in Binghamton, Broome county, N, Y., and still resides 
thc1·e. Ile has been a member of .Congress, Comptroller of the State, 
Commissioner to revize and _codify the laws, Senatorial Elector fm 
Preshlent and Vice President of the United States, and Delegate to 
aml Chairman of the Whig National Convention of 1848. l\lr. Col­
lier has long been one of the most eminent lawyers of the State o( 
New York. · He was offered a foreign embassy by President Fillmore. 

COLLIER, General James, (brother of tl1e preceding,) was born 
in Litchfield, l\Iay 30, 1789; settled in the State of New York, and 
was Quartermaster and acting Adjutant at the Battle of Qucensto,,n, 
nnd participated in that fight. In 1819, he removed to Steubenville, 
Ohio, his present residence, where he has held the offices of Colone~ 
l\iluyor of the city, State's Attorney of the county, and Pnymastcr 
General of Ohio. A fow years since, he wns a Commissioner, with 
Thomas Ewing un<l John Brough, to settle the boundary between 
Ohio and Virginia in conjunction with commissioners from the latter 
Stntc. In April, 1849, General Collier was appointed by Presi<lent 
Jt"'illmore Collector of the Customs for Upper California, wit.h ord~n 
to tnke tbe overland route to the Pacific. He acceptecl the post., and, 
under the escort of a company of dragoons,' started for his field of 
labor. Ile was five months on his journey, sometimes fight"ing bis way 
through l1ostile tribes of Indians, who succeeded in killing three of his 
men, wounding another, and stealing twenty-seven mules. and all his 
horses. On his arrival at San Francisco, he found the Territory of 
California. governed exclusive]y by military authority. Being the 
only civil officer of the federal government on the ground, he was no& 
only Collector, Appraiser, Naval Officer and Surveyor, but was obli­
ged also to perform the duties of District Judge, Distr~et Attorney, 
noel l\larshal. On being recalled by a new national administration, 
Ire was met with the charge of being a defaulter to the government; 
but nfter a vexatious suit, he wns ful!y exonerated by the U.S. Court. 
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DEMING, Julius, an eminent merchnnt of Litchfield, wAs born in 
Lyme, April 15th, 1755, and, about the year 1781, commenced 
business in this village. A gentleman of remarkable energy and en­
terprize, he soon visited Lon<lon, and made arrangements to import 
b!s goods direct from that city-which, probably, was not true of any 
~er country merchant in Connecticut. Ile is universaUy recogniz­
ed by our citizens as the most thorough and successful business man 
who bas ever spent bis life among us. Prompt in his engagements, 
,ciapulously . upright in his dt!alings, and discreet and liberal in his 
bj)efactiQlls, few men in any community. ever enjoyed more implicitly 
&twronfidence of all. Mr. Deming had little taste for public life. He 
wil three times elected a men1ber of the IIousc of Representatives, 
aicl_fo~ ~e~veral years was one of the Ma~i~tratcs of this county. From 
I __ to· 1814, he served in the otfice of County Treasurer. llis po­
•~ and influence were such, that, Imel he heen an aspirant for politi­
e1lhonors, there were few office~ within the gift of the people of this 
~ which he might not have fillet!. lie <lied in this town, January 
~1888, aged 83 yeard. · 

IEMING, Mi~er R., (son of Stephen Demi rig, Esq ,J was bom 
- aron, February 24-, 1810; ca.me to Litchfield with his parents in 
1 , and continued to reside here for the next sixteen years. In 
-6~ he removed to Cincinnati; and in 1839, he became a resident 
ot'~t. Mnry's,_ Illinois. As Brigadier General, he w:L.q chief in com­
man~ of the Il~inois State Troops during the famous :t.Iormon War. 
General Deming died sudc..lenly, of brain fever, September 10, 1845, 
·wliile holding the office of 1-Iigh Sheriff of Hancock county. ~,or 
me time before leaving Litchfield, he was a member of the First 
m.~rch in this village, and one of the Church Colnlllittcc. Ile ma1·ricd 
iligail Barnum, of Dnnbnry,. and left a fmnilj. : 

· DUTTON, I-Icnry, LL . .D., (of New IIu.vcn,} formerly Governor 
of Connecticut, and now Professor of Lnw in Yale College, wns born 
jn ;lllymout-h, l•,cbruary 12, 1796. During the following summer, his 
fat~er, Mr. Thomas Dutton, purchased a pin.cc in. Litchfield (North­
field Society,) and spent the seven succeeding years in this town, 
The earliest recollections of the Governor are of his Litchfield Jiome. 
lotabsequent years, he returned to Northfield, and taught school two 
or threeseasons, before his admission to the bar • 

. ,. . 
GAY; Colonel Fisher, (son of John Gay, Esq.,) was born in Litch­

&eld, October 9, 1783 ; graduated at Yale College; and settled in 
Fl"8ington, where he was long a Justice of the Peace and Repre­
sent~tive. In the early part of the Revolution he commande~ n regi­
ment of Connecticut troops sent for the defense of New York, in 
which city he died in 177 6. · 

' . 

GOULD, James, LL. D., a native of Branford, graduated at Yale 
College in 1701 ; settled in Litchfield, and was associated with Judge 
Gould iri conducting the Law School in this town from 1798 to 1820, 
and subsequently, for about thirteen years, he was the sole Principal 
of that institution. From 1816 to 1819, he was a Judge of the Su-

25 
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preme Court of tlais State. Gould's Pleading is a standarcl work in 
all our Courts. lie wns regarded ns one of the profoundest Iuwyen 
and jurists in the country. The degree of Doctor of Laws was con­
ferred upon him by hi~ alma mater in 1819. He died May 11, 1838, 
aged 68. Judge Gould married Sally McCurdy, daughter of Gen. 
Uriah Tracy, and had nine children, viz., 1 ,villiam Tracy, now a 
Judge in Augusta, Georgia. 2 1-Ienry G. 3 James· R. 4 Edward 
S. 5 George, of Troy ; now n Judge of the Supreme Court of New 
York. 6 Julia. 7 Charles, of New York city; late President of the 
Chicago, Alton and St. Louis Railroad Company, President of the 
Cumberland Coal and Iron Company, President of the Burns Club, 
&c. 8 John. 9 Hobert Howe, of London. 

HOLMJt:S, Uriel, Jr., a native of Ilartlnnd, graduated at Yale 
College in 1784, nnrl settled in Litchficltl as n. lawyer a few yean 
subsequently. lie was elected n Uepresentntivc nine times, was a 
Judge of the Litchfield County Court from 1814- to 1817, and during 
tbc latter year he wns cbo5cn a member of Congress. While residing 
in Litchfield, he wns thrown from his carriage in Canton, from the 
effects or which he died, J\,lny 18, 1827, nged 62. Judge Hollllt9' 
married a daughter of the I-lop. Aaron Austin, and had three child~ 
viz, 1 llenry, Jlf. D., a distinguished physician in Hartford. 2 Uriel, 
who died July 4, 1818; while a member of the Theological Seminar, 
at Andover. 3 Caroline, died young. · 

IIUNTINGTON, Charles P., (son of the Rev. Dan IIuntington,) 
was born in Litchfield, March 24th! 1802; graduated ut Harvard 
College in 1822; settled ns a lawyer in Northampton, Mass., an4 
rcpre~nted that town in the Legislature in 1834, 1837, 1848, 1851 
nnd 1855-and nt')the Inst session named, was chairman of the J~ 
diciary Committee!· In 1855, he was appointed Judge of the Supe­
rior Court for the ·Suffolk Di~trict, which embraces the city of Boston. 
Judge I-Iuntington now lh·cs in the vicinity of Boston. 

1-IUNTINGTON, Jabez ,v., a native of Norwich, graduated al' 
Yale College in 1806 ; came to Litchfield as a teacher, and studeo& 
at lnw, in 1807, nnd continued to reside here until OctobP.r 1834. 
lVhen he returned to Norwich-and died there in 184-7, in his GOiia 
year. While a resident of Litchfield, he was elected n Representa­
tive, member of Congress, and Judge of the Superior Court. From 
1840 until his death he was a member of the U. S. Senate. 

l{ILBOlJRN, Colonel Charles, (son of l\Ir. Da,·id Kilbourn,) 
was born in Litchfield, l\lnrcli 3, 17 58 ; fled to Canada in the revo­
lution, and finally settled neur Lake Memplll'emagog, in Stanstea4, 
L. C., where he erected mills of various kinds. The locality stiB 
bears the nnme of Kilhourn's Mills on many }~nglish and American 
maps. In the wnr of 1812, he commanded a corps of provincial troop1 
known as the l4"'ronticr Light Infantry. I-le was also for many yean 
a mngistrnte, and Justice of the Commissionrrs Court. Colonel K'd­
bourn died in Stanstcnd, .June 19, 1834, nged 76. 
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KIRBY, Ephraim, (son of Mr. Abraham Kirby,) was born in 
Litchfield, February 22, 1757; studied law nn<l settled in his nath·e 
town. He was often chosen a Representati\"e ; appointed Supervisor 
of the National Revenue for the St.ate of Connecticut in 1801, and 
U. S. Judge for the Territory of Louisiana in 1804. ;While on his 
way to New Orlean~, whither the <lutics of hi:-\ office called him, be 
died at la,ort Stoddard, l\Iississippi Territory, October 2d, 1804, ngcd 
47. Col. J{irby married Ruth, daughter of Reynold Marvin, Esq., 
and left eight children. 

KIRBY, Reynold ~I., Major U.S. A., (son of the preceding,) was 
born in Litchfield, l\Iarch 13, 1790. Jlor many years before his 
death, be was A::sistant Adjutant General of the Army. 

KIRBY, Edmund, Colonel U. S. A., (brother of the preceding,) 
was born in Litchfield, April 8, 1794; entered the army as a Lieu­
tenant in 1812; appointe(\ aid-de-camp to his fnther-in-law, 1\Iajor 
Geneml Brown; sen·cd in the Blackhawk, Creek an<l Seminole wnrs; 
was chief of the Pay Department, and aitl-<lc-cnmp to the commnn<l­
er-in-chicf, during tl1c late war with l\Iexico. I-le "diecl nt Avon 
Sprin~, N. Y., August 20, 18·19, aged 55. On the election of Pres­
ident Taylor, Colonel Kirby was frequently referred to in the public 
prints as a probable member of the new Cabinet. 

MORRIS, James, Jr., was born in Litchfield, January 19, 1752, 
and graduated at Yale College ; was a Captain in the Uevolution, nnd 
with his company headed one of the columns that led the forlorn 
hope at the Siege of Yorktown. After the war, he settled in his nn­
dve parish, South Farms, and was for mnny years a. Justice of the 
Pence and Reprcsenta.tivc; and wns also the Founder and Principal 
"of. Morris Academy-an institution which became famous throughout 
the count.ry. Captain l\Iorris <lied in this town, September n, 1814. 

OSBORN, Rev. Etlum, (son of Captain John'- Osborn,) was born 
jn Litchfield, August 21, 17 58 ; graduated nt Dartmouth College 
in 1784; and was settled as pastor of the congrcgationnl church in 
Fairfield, N. J., in 1789. In this small rural pnrish, l\Ir. Osborn 
married 706 couple, attended the funerals of_ 1500 persons, admittccl 
to his church about 600 members, baptized 1146 persons, and preach­
ed 10,16·1 sermons. His last sermon was preachecl in 1855, when in 
his 97th year. On Sunday, January 2-1, 1858, he attended service, 
addressed the audience in an appropriate mnnncr, and made the 
~ncluding prayer-he then being 99 years and 5 months old. lie 
died in ~,airfield, May 1, 1858, in bis I 00th year. lie was pastor of 
the church in tl1at place 54 years. 

PECK, John l\I., D. D., ( son of l\lr. Asn Peck,) was bom in Litch-
4eld, October 31, 1789, and became a celebrated Baptist preacher in 
Dlinois. He·was a diligent student, and wrote and published much 
-especially in relation to the history of the Valley of t.he Mississippi. 
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by I-Iar­
lard College in 1853. Dr. Peck wns an eloquent pulpit orutor, and 
one of the most popular men in Illinois-so much so that the whig 
party of that State once nominated him as their candidate for Got'• 
emor. He died at his residence in Rock Spring, Ill., in 1858. 
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PECK, Willirim V., of Port~mouth, Ohio, one of the present Jud~ 
of the Supreme Court of that Statt>, was horn of Litchfieltl parents in 
Cayu~a county, New York, where his fitthcr, (l\Ir. Virgil Peck,) 
dietl during l1i~ infancy. ,vhcn the suhjcct of this paragraph w■ 
three years oltl, his moth<'r returned with him to this town, and sub­
sc<1uently mnn·ietl Dr. Ahcl Catlin, in whose family be was brouglit 
up. After spending about twenty years in this village, he settled 11 
a lawyer in Ohio. 

PECK, Profi•ssor ,villiam G., (son of l\fr. Alfred Peck,) was hon 
in Litchfichl, Oetobcr 16, 18:?0; graduated at ,vest J>oint, where he 
was for a few years A~si~tant J>rofessor of 1\lathcmutic:,. As Lieu, 
tenant of Topogrnphirnl En~inecrs in the r. S. Army, he was. asso­
ciated with Colonel Fremont in his celebrated Exploring Expc<litioDL 
He has ~ince been n l 11·ofo:;sor in the Unh·crsity of l\lichigan ; and ii 
now Professor of l\[athematics in Columhia Collc~e, New York. He 
married Elizabeth l\I., daughter of J>rofessor Charles Dal'ics, LL. D. 

PIIELPS,. Samuel Shethcr, (son of Captain John l 1 hclp~,) wu 
born on Chestnut Hill, in the house now owned ~m<l occupic<l by Mr. 
,vnlis Law, May 13, 1793; graduated at Yale College and the Litch­
fiel<l Law School, and scttll•d in 1\Iiddlcbury, V crmont. Ilaving beet 
successively a Paymaster in the war of 1812, aid-cle-cnmp to Governcr 
Galusha, Colonel, member of the Council of Sensors, member of the 
Legislative Council, nncl Jud~e of the Supreme Court, he was elected 
a Senator in Congrc:-:s in 1838-an oflil'e which hchl for 12 years. 
As a lawyer and statt-sman. he ranked with Clay, ,v ebstcr, Critten­
den and Clayton. ,!udge }>helps die<l in 1857. 

PIERCE, Colonel ,John, (son of l\lr. John Pierce, of Litchfield,) 
early entered the ptjtLlic service, and 1·osc to the rnuk of Paymaster 
General in the Army, nnd wa:; n Commissioner for settling the ao­
counts of the army. Though his parents never resided out of Litch­
field after their marriage, Colonel Pierce is said to hn,·e been born 
nt the house of his maternal g1·anc.lfother. l\lnjor John Patterson, in 
:Farmington. Colonel P. died in New York, August 6, 1788. He 
wns a brother of the late 1\li~s Sarah Pierce, Founder and 1>1·incipal 
of the Litchfield Female Academy. 

PIERI'ONT, John. (~on of l\Ir: ,Tames l 1 icrpont,) was born in 
Litchfield, April 6, 1785 ; gru<luntcd nt Yule College and at the 
Litchfield Lu.w School, und 8cttled in Newburyport, l\Iussachusetta, 
as a lawyer. Abandoning the legal profession, he enterecl the minist11 
of the Unitarian denomination, und was for many years pastor of. 
the llollis-strect church, Boston. He is alike distinguished as a poe~ 
preacher and lecturer. Several editions of his .Airs of Palestine, 11 

well as of his other poems, have been published. l\Ir. Pierpont now 
resides in Medforc.l, l\lasi;i. 

PIERPONT, Robert, (sou of l\Ir. David Pierpont,) was born in 
Litchfield, l\Iay 4, I 7g1; E-itudietl law, and settled in Uutlan<l, Ver­
mont, his present residence. Ile has been Lieutenant Go\;ernor or 
that State, and Judge of the Supreme Court. 
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PIERPONT, John, (hl'other of the prect•tling,) was born in Litch­
ficltl, September IO, 1805; ~raduated nt the Lnw School in this town, 
and s~ttled in Vergennes, Vermont. Ile is now a J u<lgc of the Su­
preme Court of that State, and has held various other oflices. 

SEDG,VICK, Albert, was born in Cornwnll llollow in the year 
1802; remon·d to Litchfield in 1880, and continuetl to rc~itle here 
(or the succeeding 25 years. In 1834, he was nppointed Iligh Sher-
.if of this county, an office which he continued to bole.I (with the ex­
ception of one term of three years,) until 1854-when he was ap­
pointed by the Legislature Commissioner of the School Fun<l of Con­
necticut: In 1855, he removed to Ilartfor<l, bis present residence~ 

SJi:Yl\IOUR, Iloratio, LL. D., (son of Major 1\Iose~ Seymour,) 
•·us born in Litchfield, l\Iay 31st, 1778 ; graduated at Yu.le Coll<•~c 
and at the Litchfield Law School; and settled in lHiddlcbury, Vt., 
-where he died n year or two since. Ile was a member of the State 
C,ouncil from 1809 to 1810; and of the United States Senate from 
1821 to 1833. In 1834, he wus the Whig cnndicln.te for Governor 
of Vermont, but the anti-masonic candidate was elected. Ile was 
also for a few years Judge of Probate. ,Judge Seymour received the 
degree of Doctor of Laws from his alma mater in 1847. 

SEY}IOUR, llenry, (brother of the preceding,) was born in Litch­
field, May 80, 1780; settled as a merchant nt Pompey, Onondaga 
county, N. Y., where he became wealthy. Uemoving to Utica, he 
died there, August 26, 1837. 1-Ie was a Rcprescntntive, Senator, 
Canal Commissioner, l\layor of Utica, nnd President of the !◄"armers' 
Lonn and Trust Company. 'rhe I-Ion. Horntio Seymour, LL. D., 
late Governor of New York, is his son. 

SEYMOUR, Origcn Storrs, (son of Ozins Seymour, Esq., nml 
grandson of l\lajor Seymour,) wns born in LitclJfiel<l, Feb. 9, 1804 ; 
·graduated at Yale College in 1824; settled ns n. lnwyer in his na­
tive town. I-le hns been a Rcprcsentntive, Spenker of the llousr,, 
and member of Congress, and is now a Judge of the Superior Coul't. 

SHELDON, Daniel, tTr., (son of Dr. Daniel Sheldon,) was born in 
the adjoining town of Washington in 1780, and durini the following 

. year his parents removed to Litchfield; and here the subject of this 
sketch continued to reside until he entered public life. Grn.duating ut 
the Litchfield Law School- in 1700, he accepted n clerkship in the 
Treasury Depa.1-tment-, anu retained it until the appointment of l\:lr . 
. Gallatin as Amlmssndor to ~..,ranee, wben he was nominated and con­
firmed as Secretary of Legation to thnt country. "\V hen the Ambas­
sador was re-called, l\lr. Sheldon remained in France as Cltarge d' 
.A.ffaires until the arrival of Mr. Galln.tin's successor. He died in 
Marseilles, April 14, 1828, aged 48. His funeral was attended by 
all the foreign ministers and consuls present in the city, and the flags 
of all the American shipi; in port were placed at half-mast. 

Sl{INNER, Hoger, (son of Gen. Timothy Skinner,) was Lorn in 
~itchfield, June IO, 1773; became a lawyer, und removeu from this 
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town to Snndy llill, N. Y., in 1806, where he was elected a Repesen­
tativc in 1810, 1811 and 1812, and a Senator from 1818 to 1821. 
In 1820, he was a member of the Council of Appointment i from 
1815 to 1810, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of New York; 
and from 1819 until his death, Judge of the U. 8. Oistrict Coun. 
On being nppointed Judge, he became a resident of Albany, nt which 
place he died August 19, 1825. Ile was an intimnte friend of the 
lion. Martin Van Buren, who, in a recent letter to the author, says­
" Being a widower myself, and he n bachelor, we twice kept house 
together, and did so at the period of his lamented death. I was with 
him through his last illne58, held his hand when he died, and mourned 
for him as for a 8incere and affectionate friend." The visit of Mr. 
Van Buren to this town, with Mr. S., about 1820, is well remembered. 

SKINNER, Ricb.ard, LL. D., (brother of the preceding,) was 
born in Litchfield, May 30, 1778 ; graduated at the Law School in 
his native town, and settled in Manchester, Vermont in 1800. lie 
·became State's Attorney, Speaker of the House, Judge of Probate, 
member of Congress, Chief Justice of the State, and Governor. lie 
rcceh·ed the degree of LL. D. from Middlebury college. Governor 
Skinner died in Middlebury, May 28, 1833, aged 55 • . 

T ALLM:ADG E, }"rederick · A., ( son of Colonel Benjamin Tall­
madge,) was born in Litchfield, August 29, 1792 ; graduated at Yale 
College in 1811; and settled as a lawyer in New York city-his 
present residence. From 1834 to 1836 he was an Alderman ; from 
1836 to 1840, a member of the State Senate, of which body_ he was 
elected President; from 1840 to 1845, and from 1848 to 1853, be 
wns Recorder of the City, and Chief Justice of the Police Court; 
nncl from 1846 toi48, he was a member of Cong1·ess. }"or two or 
three years past, M • Tallmadge has held the office of Superinten• 
dent of Police in cw York-a ,·ery important an<l responsible posL 

TRACY, General Uriah, a native of Norwich and a graduate of 
Yale C-0llege, settled ns a lawyer in Litchfield in 1780, and_ here spent 
his entire professional life. I-le wns n U,epresentative at nine ses­
sions, member of Congress three years, and U. S. Senator eleven 
years ; n~<l rose to the rank of l\lajor General of militia. lie was one 
of the most brilliant men of his day. General Tracy died in Wash• 
ington city in 1807, and was the first person buried in the congress­
ional cemetery. 

WELCJI, ,John, (son of l\lajor David ,vetch,) was born in Litch­
field, September 23, 17 59; ·graduated at Yale Qollege in 1778; set• 
tied as a merchant in his native town, [and continued to reside here 
until his death, which took place December 26, 1845. He was suc­
cessively a Justice of the Peace, Representative, Senator, member of 
the Constitutional Convention, Associate Judge of the County Court, 
an~ n candidate for Congress. lie wa..q successful in business, nod 
left a large estate. 
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WOLCOTT, Oliver, Jr., LL. D., was born 1n Litcbfield, January 
11, 1760; and died in New York, June 2, 1888. Ile graduated at 
Yale College, and was successively Comptroller of this State, Auditor 
and Secretary of the United States Treasury, Judge of the United 
States Circuit Court, President of the Bank of America, President of 
the Constitutional Convention of Connecticut, and Governor of his 
native State from 1817 to 182i. He was one of the most illustrious 
statesmen of the early days of the republic ~ the intimate friend and 
adviser of Washington, Adams and Hamilton ; and, for some time 
previous to his decease, he was the wt surviving member of W asla­
ington's Cabinet. 

WOLCOTT, Frederick, (brother of the preceding,) was bom in 
Litchfield, November 2, 1767; graduated .at Yale College in 1787, 
and <lied in his native town May 28, 1837. For more than forty 
years he was constantly in public life-ns Cler~ of the Courts1 J udgc 
cl Probate, Representative, member of the State Council, Senator, 
&c. No man e~er lived in the town who ~9yed more· implicitly l~e confidence of the public.. ~ere wa. and nobleness in 
bas person and manner wh1cb/teft .. tbeif· . · ·. on all who came • J • h h f h" • fl _.J-..,. . ,. .. . ... :-::....,. -~- .,..~ ,··...!· 
,nt un t esp ere o 1s 1n u~~- . ;.-·. j.. .··::,~~::~~'.~~)~::-, .. 

OO:?n°R~~!: ~~•: ·:.~ir~:tt~e:~ 
and was bred a mercbabL -~ • J.Je comqi~ bJI. qlei.-O&Dtile life with 
Messrs. David Leavitt- and~ Simeon --~Ai',;. and ... ;ifter bis con­
nection with them was. dissoljed, he p~~e4- 'the business chiefly 
on his own account fi>r--maoy·7ears. Be was .through,.Jife much em­
ployed as Executor, Administrator, ~d Commissio~er, in settling 
estate~, und as Arbitrator, Auditor and Cemmittee appointed by tho 
Courts. lie was an active and influential meoib~r of the church nnd 
ecclesiastical society, and of the community generally to "•hich he be­
longed; repeatedly discharged tbe duties of various public offices ; 
represented the town of Litchfield in the Legislature fourteen sessions, 
nnd was a magistrate of the county twenty-six years. In 1818, he 
was appointed Brigadier General of the Sixth Brigade; and in 1824, 
the Legislature appointed him Major General of the Third Division. 
)'rom 1829~ until his death-a period of ele,·en years-he held the 
office of a Judge of the Couny Court, and that of Commissioner which 
succeeded it ; and in November, 1832, he was chosen by the Yoteri:i 
of the Stnte at large, nn Elector of President and Vice President of 
the United States. In all tbe affairs of life, General Woodruff wns 
distinguished by great activity, energy, perseverance, accuracy and 
fidelity to whatever trust he nssumed. Of high integrity himself, he 
was stern in requiring from others observance of its dictates. Ready 
to do jm1tice to others ; keenly alive to eyery sense of wrong ; pene­
trating in his scrutiny into the conduct and motives of others; con­
vincing rather than persuasive in his iotercourae with men, he impelled 
their concurrence in his views by producing confidence in the sound­
ness of his judgment nnd the correctness of his purposes. IIe was 
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stcatlfnst in his f rienclships, and fe,v men retain with equal warmth 
the intimacies begun in early years. "fhe associates of his boyhood 
were through life his most confiding and devoted friends. "rhe de­
pendunce of his neighbors and friends on him for ad\"ice and assistance 
wns very great, their confidence was never abused, their reliance nev­
er failed ; and so his means of usefulness among them were large, and 
his influence extensive. In his domestic relations he was affectionate 
and kmd-inflexible in retaining a high standard of both filial and 
parental duty-an<l never failed to show that ihe highest good or 
tl1ose who were dependent upon him, wns his invariable motive in all 
his intercourse with them. General \Vomlruff was nearly six feet in 
height, stout, erect, active, and of more than ordinary physical 
strength. Of robust aud vigorous frame and sound constitution, his 
health was rarely interrupted, and promise of n green ol<l 3r,cre 
~crnned singularly certain. Hut in the spring of 1839, his system 
received a shock followed by an affection of the liver, under which he 
dcclincc.1, and on the 17th of l\Iay, 18-1:0, he died-illustrating in his 
<lying hour the peace and consolation of the Christian's hope and con­
fidence in the Saviour in whose church on earth he had been num­
bered for many years. His remains are interred in our East Bury­
ing-Ground, where a handsome monument has been erected to his 
memory. General Woodruff married Candace, eldest daughter of 
Lewis Catlin, Esq., of llarwinton. Their children were-1 George 
C., who still resides in Litchfield, and is well known to our readers 
ns a prominent member of the Bar of Litchfield county. 2. Loey 
M., m. I-Ion. 0. S. Seymour, of Litchfield. 8 Lewis B., Judge of the 
Superior Court for the city of New York. 4. Reuben l\L, Af. D., a 
physician of high a1tainments, died young in 1849. 5 James, died in 
infancy. 

,voODRUFF, b1nrk, (brother of the preceding,) was born in 
Litchfield, August 23, 1701, and was educated at Morris Academy. 
In 1810, he left his native town, u.ml, passing down the Ohio and 
l\Iississippi rivers, ho soon established himself p.s a lawyer in St. 
Francisville, in the present State of Louisiana. For many years he 
was reputed one of the ablest, most eloquent and successful advocates 
at the bar; and in the spring of 1828, he was appointed Judge 
of the Eighth J uclicial District of the State -of Louisiana. I-le also 
helJ the otfioo of State Auditor, and Commissioner charged with the 
subject of Public Improvements in that State, in which he took nn 
active interest. Ile was al8o a Trustee af Louisiana College. On 
resigning his judgeship, he removed to New Orleans, where he resi­
ded until a short time previous to his death. He departed this life 
at bis country scat at Carrollton, on the ?tlississippi, about six miles 
above that city, on the 25th of November, 1851. Judge ,v oodruff 
was a polished, courtly gentleman, of fine address, pleasing manners, 
and cnlti-vated mind. He married ?tlatilda Bradford, of St. Francis­
ville, a highly accomplishec.1. lady, by whom he had three children. 
The only survivor, Mrs. Oct~via llesan~on, now lives at Carrollton 
at the late residence of her father. 
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APPENDIX. 

l»Io·nial a1\b jtatt <@ffirtrs nf ft.01tncttirut 
[Complc1'C, from 1G35 to 1S59.) 

First c ho:-eu. :No. vears. 
Allyn, John, Secretary of State 
Andros, Sir Edmund, Governor. 
Backu~, Thomas, Lieut. Governor 
Baldwin, Roger S., Governor 
Baldwin, Edward Law, Executive Secretary, 
Barna1·d, Iienry, Supt ... Common Schools, 
Beardslee, Cyrus H., Executive Secretary 
Been, Seth P.,• School Fund Commissioner 
Beers, Setb P.,• Supt. Common School~ 
Betts, Thaddeus, Lieutenant Governo1· 
Birge, Alonzo W., Treasurer 
Bissell, Clark, Governor 
Bissell, George A., Executive Secretary 
Billings, Noyes, Lieut, Governor 
'Bishop, James, Deputy Governor 
Booth, Reuben,t Lieut. Governor 
Boyd, John,• Secretary of State 
Brown, Jeremiah, 'rreusurer 
Bradley, Charles ,v., Scc1·etary of State 
Buckingham, ,villiam A., Governor 
Buell, ,vnliam H ., Comptrollel .. 
Bm·uham, Alfred A., Lieut. Governor 
Burr, Peter, Deputy Gove1·nor 
Calef, Arthur, Treasurer 
Camp, Daniel W., Treasurer 
Camp, Da\·id N., Supt. Common Schools 
Carrington, Abijab, Comptroller 
Catlin, Abijah,• Comptrolle1· 
Catlin, Abijah,• School Fund Commissioner 
Catlin, George S.,t l~xeeutive Secretary · 
Catlin, Julius.t Lieutenant Governo1· 
Clarke, Daniel, Scc1·etary of State 
Clarke, Thomas, Trea.·nu-e1· 

1664 3i 
1687 2 
1849 l 
1844: :! 
1844 ~ 
184.-9 i 
1827 4 
18:25 24 
1845 4 
1834 I 
1846 l 
18-1.7 2 
1847 2 
184G 1 
lBSa , 
1-844 ~ 
1858 2 
1835 :J 
1846 l 
1858 2 
1858 2 
1857 l 
2723 2 
1855 l 
1854 l 
1857 2 
1844 2 
1847 a 
1851 1 
1831 2 
1858 2 
1658 8 
1851 l 
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Cleveland, Chauncey F., Governor 1842 2 
Cleveland, llason, Comptroller 1816 l 
Cleveland, Mason, Sch. Fund Commissioner 1854 1 
Coe, Frederick P ., Treasurer 1856 1 
Colt, Elisba, Comptroller 1806 13 
Colt, Peter, Treasurer 178!) 5 
Cullick, John, Secretary of State 16-18 10 
Day, Albert, Lieutenant Governor 1856 1 
]Jay, Thomas,* Secretary of State, 1810 25 
Dunham, John, Comptroller. 185':i 1 
Dutton, Henry,t GoYernor 1854 1 
Edwards, Henry ,v., Goven1or 1833 4 
Ellsworth, ,v illiam \V olcot t, GO\·emor 1838 4 
Ellsworth, Pinck:oey ,v., Executh·e Secretary 1838 4 
Erving, H.. Augustu~, Executin! Secretary 1850 3 
I•'ield, \Villinm, Comptroller 1836 2 
}'ield, William, Lieut. Governor 1855 1 
Fitch, Thomas, Deputy Gov01·nor 1750 4 
}'itch, Thomns, Governor li54 12 
}'ootc, Samuel A., Governor 1834 1 
Foote, Joseph F., Executive Secretary 1854 2 
Gilbert, Jo~cph B., Treasurer 1844 4 
Gold, Nat ban, Deputy Goven1or 1708 16 
Goodrich, Chaunct'.y, Lieut. Governor 1813 2 
Grave~, Henry It,• Executive Secretary 1854 l 
Griswold, l\lattb~\\', Lieut. Gove1,1or 1769 15 
Griswold, l\latthc,v, Governor 1784 ~ 

Griswold, Roger, Lieut. Governor 1809 •) 
~ 

Griswold, Hoger, Governor 1811. 1 
llnwley, Charle~, Lieut. Go\·ernor 1838 4 
H nynes, John, Dt•imty Governor 1640 5 
Haynes, John, Go\'crnor 1639 8 
lI illhou~e, Jame~, School l•"'und Commissioner 1810 1.5 
Hitchcock, ,vmiam It, Ext~cuti,·c Sec1·etary )834 l 
Hinman, Royal U.,• Secretary of State 1835 7 
1-Ion(.lly, Charles J., State LiLrarian 185G 3 
Holabird, \Villiam s .. • Litmt. GoYernor 18-!2 2 
Holley, Alexander H.,• Lieut. Governor 185-1 1 
Holley. Alexander II.,• Go\"ernor 1857 l 
llopkins, Edward, s~cretnry of State 163!) l 
Hopkins, 14:dward, Deputy Governor 16-13 6 
Hopkins, Ed ward, Go,·ernor 1610 7 
HoYey, James A., ExeC'utive Secretary 1842 ;.! 
Huntington, ,Jabez \V,.• Exec~tive Secretary 18i0 7 
Ilunt-ington, Jedediah, Treasurer 1789 1 
Huntington, ~amuel, Lieut. Governor 1784 •> -Huntington, Samuel, GoYernor 178G 10 
Huntington, Uoger, Comptroller 1834 l 
Ingersoll, Jonathan, Lii·ut. Governor 181G 7 
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Jones, \Villiam, Deputy Governor 1692 a 
Kendrick, Green, Lieut. Governor 1851 I 
J(ilbourn, Henry, Coruptroller 1838 4 
Kilbourn, P. K.,• Ext1cuth·e Secretary 1857 1 
Kimbei-ly. Eleazer, Secretary of State 1696 13 
Kingsbury, Andrew, Comptroller 1791 S 
Kingsbury, Andrew, Tre~urer 1794: 24 
Lamb, Joseph G., Comptroller 1857 1 
Law, Jonathan, Deputy Governor 1724 17 
Law, Jonathan, Governor 1 ~ 41 9 
Lawrence, John, Treasurer 1760 19 
Leet, \Villiam, Deputy Gorcrnor 166~ 7 
Leet, ,Villiam, Governor l 6i G 7 
Ludlow, Roger, Deputy ~vernor I G39 3 
l\lcCurdy, Charles J., Lieut. Governor l 8-t7 ~ 
l\Iason, John, Deputy Governor 1660 9 
Mather, John P. C., Secretary of State 1850 3 
.l\lerrill, Alexander, Comptroller 1855 1 
!llills, Roger H., Secretary of State 18!9 1 
Minor, \Villiam T., Governor 1855 2 
l\lix, Silas, Executive Secretary 1888 4: 
Palmer, John C., School ~"'und Commissioner 1850 2 
Pardee, Dwight W., Executive Secretary 1846 1 
Perry, Oliver H., Secretary of State 1854 1 
Peters, John S., Lieut. Governor 1827 4 
Peters, John S., Governor 1831 2 
Phelps, Elisha, Comptroller 1830 4 
Phelps, Noah A., Secretary of State 1842 2 
Philbrick, John D., Supt Common Schools 1855 2 
Pinney, Rufus G., Comptroller 1850 8 
Pitkin, \Villiam, Treasurer 1678 I 
Pitkin, \Villiam, Deputy Governor 17 54 12 
Pitkin, \Villiam, Governor 1766 8 
Plant, David, Lieutenant Governor 1823 4 
Platt, Orville J-I.,t Secretary of State 1857 1 
Pomeroy, Uu.lph, Compt.roller 1789 2 
Pond, Charles II., Lieut. Governor 1850 3 
Pond, Charles I-I., Go,·ernor 1853 1 
Porter, John, Comptroller 1794 12 
Prentis, Edward, Treasurer 1856 I 
Rider, Hiram, Treasurer 1838 4 
Robertson, John B., Secretary of State 1847 2 
Robinson, L. F., Executive Secretary 1849 1 
Saltonstall, Gurdon, Governor 1707 17 
Sedgwick, Albert,• School Fund Commiss'r 1854 5 
Seymour, Thomas H., Governor 1850 3 
Smith, Henry D., Treasurer 1850 1 
Smith, John Cotton,• Lieut. Governor 1811 2 
Smith, John Cotton,• Governor 1818 4 
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SpencM-, lsnn~, Treasurer 
Sperry, Nehemiah D., Secretary of State 
Stanley, Caleb, Secretary of Stale 
Stanley, Nathaniel, Treasurer 
StoddarJ, 14:benezer, Lieut. Governor 
Stearns, Edwin, Treasurer 
Talcott, John, Trea:-urer 
Talcott, John, (tlr.) Treasurer 
Talcott, ,J05eph, Deputy Governor 
Talcott, '-l oseph~ Governor 
Talcott, Joseph, Trea:-urer 
Thoma.~, Jo me:::, Comptroller 
Tomlinson, Gi<leon, Go,·trnor 
Toucey, Isaac, Governor 
Trend well, ,John, Lieut. Governor 
Treadwell, John, Governor, 
Treat, Robert, Deputy Governor 
Treat, Robert, Governor 
Trumbull, Jonathan, Deputy Governor 
Trnmbnll, ,Jonathan, Governor 
Trumbull, Jonnth:rn, (Jr,) Lieut. Governor 
Trumbull, Jonathan, (Jt,} Governor 
Trumbull, Gurdon, Sch. Fund Commissioner 
Trumbull, Joseph, Governor 
Trumbull, J. llammond, State Librarian 
Tyler, Daniel P., Secretary of State 
,vaclsworth, James, Comptroller 
,varner, Samuel L., Executive Secretary 
Waldo, Loren P., Sch. :Fund Commis:-:ioner 
Webster, ,John, Deputy Governor ,v ehster, John, Go\·ernor 
\Veed, Hiram, Secretary of State 
\Velles, Thomas, Treasurer 
,v elles, Thomas, Secretary of State ,v elles, Thomas, Deputy Governor 
,v ellcs, Thomas, Governor 
,v elles, Gideon, Comptroller 
White, Jabez L., Trea~urer 
,vhiting, ,villiam, Trensurer 
Whiting, Josepb, do. 
\Vhiting, John, do. 
,vildman, Frederick S., Treasurer 
Winthrop, John, Deputy Go,·crnor 
Winthrop, John, Governor 
\Vinthrop, Ifitz John, Governor 
'\Volcott, Hoger, Deputy Governor 
Wolcott, Roger, Governor 
,volcott, Oliver,• Lieut. Governor 

1818 
1855 
1709 
1749 
1833 
1852 
1652 
1659 
172•1 

JC 
~ 

:1 
6 
4 
2 ... 
' 19 

1724 17 
1755 14 
1819 11 
1827 4 
1846 1 
1798 11 
1809 2 
1676 17 
lf,83 13 
1766 3 
1769 15 
1796 2 
179~ 11 
1850 1 
1849 1 
1854 2 
1844 2 
1786 2 
1853 1 
1852 I 
1655 1 
l 656 1 
1850 (died) 
16~9 5 
1640 8 
1654 4 
1655 2 
1835 3 
1842 2 
1641 7 
1679 3 
1718 21 
1857 1 
1658 1 
1657 9 
1698 9 
1741 9 
1750 4 
178G 10 
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\Volcott, Oliver,• Governor 1796 2 
,volcott, Oliver, (Jr,)* Comptroller li88 1 
,votcott, Oliver, (Jr,)• Govcrno1· 1817 10 
Wyllys, George, Deputy Go,;ernor 1641 1 
,vyllys, George, Governor 1642 1 
\Vyllys, llezekiah, Secretary of State 1712 2-l 
,vyllys, George, do. do. 1735 61 
\Vyllys, Samuel, do. do. 1796 14 

• Chosen from Litchfichl co. t Natives of tho co. hut residing elsewhere. 

______ ,,_ .... ,""- ...... , ........ _,., .... _ .. ,_.....,,,_,, __ 

£uprrinr i1ntrt anb £up,rtmt Qtottrt .of <6rrars. 
CHIEF JUSTICES. 

(Previous t.o 1784, the DPput:y Governors were the Chici Justices.] 

First chosen. 
Samuel Huntington, Norwich 1784 
Richard Law, New London 1785 
Eliphalet Dyer, Windham 1789 
Andrew Adams, Litchfield 1798 
Jesse Root, Coventry 1798 
Stephen Mix Mit<.'heU, ,v ethersfield 1807 
Tapping Reeve, Litchfield 1814 
Zephaniah Swift, Windham 1815 
Stephen Titus IIosmer, l\Iid<lletown 1819 
David Dnggett, New Haven 1833 
Thomas S. Williams, Hartford 1834 
Samuel Church, Litchfield 1847 
IIenry !\I. Waite, Lyme 185! 
William L. Storrs, I-Iartford 1856 

ASSOCIATE JUDGES. 

William Pitkin, llartford 
Richard Christophers, New London 
Pet.er Burr, Fui rfield 
Samuel Eells, l\filford 
John Haynes, Hartford 
Jonathan Law, Milford 
John Hamlin, Middletown 
Joseph Talcott, Hartford 
Matthew Allyn, Windsor 
John Hooker, Farmington 

Fir,-t. choi::en. 
1711 
1711 
1711 
1711 
1718 
1715 
1716 
1721 
1728 
1728 

No. years. 

1 
4 
4 
5 

9 
7 
1 
4-

14 
1 

13 
7 
2 

in office. 

Ko. )"Cars 
2 

21 
7 

29 
1 
9 
G 
1 
9 
9 



206 HISTORY OF LITCHFIELD. 

Jam~s ,va<lsworth, Durham 
Hoger ,v olcott, ,vinusor 
,Joseph \Vhiting, New Ila\"en 
Elisha ,Villiams, \Vethersfielu 
,villiam Pitkin, Hartford, 
Ebenezer Silliman, FairfielJ. 
John Bulkley, Colche~ter 
Samuel Lynde, Saybrook 
Daniel Edwards, Hartford 
Roger \Vol('ott, Jr. ,vind~or 
tlonathan Trumbull, Lebanon 
Joseph Fowler, Lebanon 
Benjamin Hall, Wallingford 
Hobert ,v alker, Stratford 
Matthew Griswold. Lyme 
Eliphalet Dyer, \Vindham 
Roger Sherman, New Haven 
William Pitkin, IIartford 
Wm. Samuel Johnson, Stratford 
Samuel Huntington, Norwich 
Richard Law, New London 
Oliver Ellsworth, ,Vimlsor 
Andrew Adams, Litchfield 
Jesse Root, Coventry 
Charles Chauncey, New Haven 
Erastus ,v olcott, East ,vindsor 
,Jonathan Sturges, Fairfield 
Benjamin Iluntington, Norwich 
Ashur l\Iiller, l\liddletown 
Stephen l\Iix Mitchel), ]Uiddlctown 
Jonathan Ingersoll, New Haven 
Tapping Reeve, 1'itchfield 
Zephaniah Swift, ,vindham 
John Trumbull, 1-Iartford 
,Villiam E<lmond, Newtown 
Nathaniel Smith, Woodbury 
Jeremiah G. Brainard, New London 
Simeon Baldwin, New Haven 
Hoger Griswold, Lyme 
John Cotton Smith, Sharon 
Calvin Go<ldard, Norwich 
Stephen Titus Ilosmer, Middletown 
James Gould, Litchfield 
John T. Peters, Hartford 
Asa Chapman, New I-Iaven 
William Bristol, New Haven 
James Lanman, Norwich 
David Daggett., New Haven 
Thomas S. Williams; Hartford 

1725 27 
1732 9 
1732 13 
1740 3 
1741 13 
1743 23 
1745 8 
1752 3 
1758 10 
1754 5 
17 54 (declined) 
1751: 6 
1759 7 
1 i60 12 
1765 4 
1766 23 
1766 23 
1769 20 
1772 1 
1773 11 
1784: I 
1785 4 
1789 4 
1789 9 
1789 4 
1789 3 
1792 13 
1792 6 
1793 2 
1795 12 
1798 8 
1798 16 
1801 14 
1801 18 
1805 14 
1806 13 
1806 23 
1806 12 
1807 2 
1809 2 
1815 3 
1815 3 
1816 3 
1818 16 
1818 7 
1819 7 
1826 8 
1826 7 
1829 5 
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Clark Bissell, Norwalk 1829 10 
Samuel Church, Litchfield 1833 14 
Jabez ,v. Huntington, Litchfield 1834: 6 
llenry l\I. ,vaite, Lyme 183-1 20 
Roger Al. Sherman, Fairfield 1839 3 
,v illiam L. Storrs, Hartford 18·10 16 
Joel Hinman, New Haven 1842 in otlicc. 
William ,v. Ellsworth, Hartford 1847 ,, 
David C. Sanford, New l\Iilford 1854: ,, 
Thomas B. Butler, Norwalk 1855 ,, 
Origen S. Seymour, Litchfield 1855 ,, 
John D. Park, Norwich 1855 ,, 
Loren P. \Valdo, Tolland 1855 ,, 
Charles J. ?tlcCurdy, Lyme 1856 .. " -----------------------
CO~IMISSIO~ERS OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. 

[Appointed by the Court for the term of two years. This office ''"as crentccl in I sr,4 I 

Birdsey Baldwin, Cornwall. 
J. II. Beach, Plymouth. 
Seth P. Beers, Li tchficld. 
},redcrick D. Beeman, Litchfield. 
1\-tcrritt Bronson, New IIartford. 
Edwat·d Carrington, Colebrook. 
\Villia111 Cothren, ,v oodbury. 
George L. },iel<ls, ,v atertowu. 
,vnit Garrett, New IIartfor<l, 
Joseph I. Gaylord, Goshen . 
.Albert N. I-lodge, Roxbury. 
Carlos IIolcmnb, New llartford. 
John II. IIuhbard, Litchfield. 
P. K. K.ilbouru, Litchfield. 
Leister Loo1nif,, Barkha1nstcd. 
Charles P. Ly1nan, Barkha1nstccl. 
Stephen D. ~:fnnn, New Hartford. 
John G. l\Utchell, Salisbury. 
,villia1n L. Ransom, Litchfield. 
John G. Reid, Kent. 
Jhon II. Russell, Salisbury. 
Henry S. Sanford, New Milford. 
Edward \V. Sey1nour, Litchfield. 
N athanicl Smith, ,v oodhury. 
Oliver A. G. Todd, New :Milfor<l. 
John S. 'furrell, New :Milford. 
George "\Vhoaton, Cornwall. 
\Valtcr It. Whitt.lcsev, RalisLnrv. . . . 
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RESIDING lN TUE TOWN OF LITCHFIELD. 

[Complete Roll, from the orgnnizntion of the County to the present time. U1-
til 1851, all Ju!-ltices of the Pence in Connec-tit·ut were appointctl annually bv the 
Legislature. 'fhey arc now elected by the People for the term of two years. l 

First chosen. 

1774 Andrew ~'\dams 
1796 John .Allen 
1828 Joseph .Ada1ns 
1836 E. S . .Abernethy 
184 7 Charles Adams 
17 62 Isaac Bald win 
1781 .Abraham Bradley 
1803 Na than Bassett 
1810 Asa Bacon 
1817 Seth P. Beers 
1817 Jonathan Buel 
1819 Ja1ncs 13irgc 
1820 Isaiah Bunce 
1828 Joseph Birge 
1835 ,J oscph Birge, Jr. 
1836 Sa1nncl P . .Bolles 
183!) ,v illiam Bassett 
18-!0 Ozias n . .Bassett 
1840 ~,rancis Bacon 
J 845 Samuel G. Bra1ua11 
1846 Frederick D. Bcen1an 
1846 Sa1nucn Brooker, Jr. 
184 7 ~,redcrick Buel 
1847 Phi~ip S. Beebe 
.1850 Charles 0. Belden 
1850 David Benton 
1851 Chester G. Birge 
1851 Junius Burgess 
185 t Charles C. Buel 
185G Willia1n Bissell 

Fi~t chosen. 

17 53 'fiinothy Collins 
1812 Levi Catlin 
1836 Dan Catlin 
1838 Edward Can1p 
1838 Edward Cowles 
1839 Ralph G. Camp 
1840 Cyrus Catlin 
1846 Samuel Church 
1846 Garner Curtis 
1847 Phineas W. Can1p 
184 7 Walter Coe 
1858 John Catlin 
1798 Julius Deming 
1842 Stephen Deming 
1838 8a1uucl II. Dudley 

-1858 Orson E1nons 
1849 .A.1110s ~.,arnsworth 
1854 lleury ~,risbic 
1858 Royal .A. Ford 
1818 Nathaniel Goodwin 
1832 Leona1·d Goodwin 
1838 Chester C. Goslee 
1838 Juli us G riswoltl 
1841 John Garnsey 
1849 Albin Guilcl 
1840 Henry B. Graves 
1851 Edward Garnsey 
1856 George Garnsey 
1752 'rhon1as Harrisou 
1808 U ricl Holmes 
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First chosen. 

1808 Uriel Holmes 
1817 Jabez W. Huntington 
1820 Ephraim S. Hall 
1820 Elihu Ilarrison 
1828 Asa Hopkins 
1835 William Harrison 
1838 Ed ward Hopkins 
1843 G. H. Hollister 
1845 Norman Hall 
1S46 Alanson Hall 
1852 John H. Hubbard 
1854 Levi Heaton 
1854 George .A.. Hickox 
1830 Truman Kilbourn 
1835 Putnam Kilbourn 
1846 Homer Kitbourn 
1858 P. K. Kilbourn 
1802 Seth Landon 
1819 Ozias Lewis 
1836 Abner Landon 
1852 A. S. Lewis 
1788 James Morris 
1803 Roger Marsh 
1809 Phineas Miner 
1842 Augustus Morey 
1846 Lemuel 0. Meafoy 
1849 Samuel A. Merwin 
1854 Garry H. Minor 
1858 Jacob Morse, Jr. 
1843 Isaac Newton 
184 7 William Norton 
1849 William Newton 
184 7 John A. Oviatt 
1804 Mark Prindle 
1836 A. J. Pickett 
1887 Edward Pierpont 
1888 James M. Pierponi 

first chosen. 

1838 Manly Peters 
184 7 Leonard Pierpont 
18-!9 Ithamar Page 
1844 Frederick W. Plumb 
1846 Prentice Parkhurst 
1851 Christopher C. Palmer 
17 83 Tapping Reeve 
1819 Stephen Russell 
1858 ,vnliam L. Ransom 
17 54 Elisha Sheldon 
177 2 Reuben Smith 
1779 Jedediah Strong 
179~ l\loses Seymour 
1808 .Aaron Smith 
1808 Peter Sherman 
1823 Enos Stoddard 
1824 David C. Sanford 
1826 Simeon Sanford 
1829 Origen S. Seymour 
1840 Henry Skilton 
1843 Wm. L. S1nedley 
1827 Truman S1nith 
184 7 Daniel B. Stoddard 
1850 George A. S1nith 
1856 .Abraham C. Smith 
1856 Edward W. Seymour 
1858 Newton Smith 
1792 Uriah Tracy 
1807 Benjamin Tallmadge 
1844 Stephen Trowbridge 
1845 Uri 'raylor 
1848 Oliver A. G. Todd 
17 59 Jacob Woodruff 
1768 David Welch 
1793 John Welch 
1800 Frederick Wolcott 
1804 Roger N. Whittlesey 

27 
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First chosen. First chosen. 

1814 Morris Woodn1ff 
1826 Hugb P. Welch 
1832 George C. Woodruff 
1837 Enoch J. Woodruff 
1840 Charles L. Webb 

1840 Jason Whiting 
1845 James :B. Woodruff 
1845 Douglas Watson 
1847 Isaac :B. Woodruff 
1850 Tomlinson Wells 

-......... -
Qtaurt .sf Drnbatt. 

\..cl 

DISTRICT OF LITCHFIELD. 
JUDGES. 

(District organized in 1747. Judges appointed annually by the Legislature anti 
1851. Since elected annually by the People.} 

Ebenezer Marsh, of Litchfield 
Appointed. 

1747 
No. years. 
25 

Oliver Wolcott ,, 1772 24 . 
Frederick Wolcott " 1796 41 
Elisha ~- Abernethy " 1837 1 
Phineas Miner " 1838 2 
Ralph G. Camp " 1840 2 
Elisha S. Abernethy " 1842 2 
Ralph G. Camp " 1844 2 
Elisha S . .Abernethy " 1846 1 
Charles Adams " 1847 3 
Oliver A. G. Todd " 1850 1 
Henry B. Graves " 1851 1 
Oliver .A. G. Todd " 1852 1 
George C. Woodruff " 1853 1 
Charles Adams " 1854 3 
George C. Woodruff " 1857 1 
Charles 1\.dams ,, 1858 in office. 

CLERKS. 
Isaac Baldwin, Litchfield 1747 25 
Hosea Hulbert " 1772 2 
Nath'l Brown Beckwith '' 1774 1 
Samuel Lyman " 1775 4 
Oliver Wolcott; Jr. " 1779 2 
Thomas Gold " 1781 5 
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First ap}'ointcd. No. YC:.lrs. 

Frederick Wolcott " 1786 io 
Roger Skinner " 1796 10 
Aaron Burr Reeve " 1806 2 
Elijah Ada.ms " 1808 1 
Jabez W. Huntington " 1809 20 
Phineas Miner " 1829 8 
George C. ,v oodruff " 1837 3 
Francis Bacon • " 1840 2 
Reuben lL \Voodrnff " 1842 2 
Douglas ,v atson " 1844 1 
,villiam E. Dickinson " 1845 1 
Philip ,v ells " 1846 1 
George C. Woodruff " 1847 4 
Buel Sedgwick " 1.851 l 
George C. \V oodruff " 1852 .. ) -Charles 0. Belden 

,, 
1854 1 

P. K. Kilbourn " 1855 3 
Edward ,v. Seymour " 1858 in office 

_________ ,_ ............ , ... ► ... , -· -·~-- ..... ---·-- . -

i.ourt nf ionunon ~llras. 
"'-> 

COUNTY OF LrrCHFIELD. 

[ Prcviou:,. to 181!), this Court consii-t<>d of one Pr<>:,.i<ling J~11lgl• awl fonr A~:--~:iH't('. 
11l~cs, cnllell ",Justices of the Quormn.'' li'rom 1819 to 113:1u, there wer<• hnt t wn 
ssoci11to .Judges, iu~tcnd of four. 1''rom 1839 till th~ nbolition ol' tlu~ Court i11 l8i1u, 
ere were no A~~ociate .Judge~-thc County Commi~i-ione1-s being theil· ~ucce~)-:01'~.J 

... -- .. - .. - - --

C II I E F J U D G E S . 
"\Villia1n Preston, Woodbury 1751 3 
John '\Villia1ns, 8haron 1754 19 
Oliver ,v olcott, Litchfield 1773 lH 
Daniel Sherinau, ,voodbury 1786 5 
Joshua Porter, Salisbury 1791 17 
Aaron Au~tin, New Hartford 1808 8 
Augustus Pettibone, Norfolk 1816 14 
David S. Board1nan, N. lfilford 1831. 5 
William }I. Burrall, Canaan 1836 2 
. Ansel Sterling, Sharon 1838 1 
Calvin Butler, Plyn1outh 183~ 1 
Ansel Sterling, Sharon 1840 2 
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First appointed. 

William M. Burrall, Canaan 
Abijah Catlin, Harwinton 
Elisha S. Abernethy, Litchfield 
Holbrook Curtis, ,v ntertown 
Hiram Goodwin, Barkhamsted 
Charles B. Phelps, ,v oodbury 
Hiram Good,vin, Barkhambted 
Ch~rles B. Phelps, Woodbury 
Hiram Goodwin, Barkhamsted 

1842 
1844 
1846 
1847 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1854 

ASSOC I ATE J lJ D GE S. 
Thomas Chip1nan, Salisbury 1751 
John Willian1s, Sha1·on 1751 
Samuel Canfield, New Milfor<l • 17.51 
Ebenezer }larsh, Litchfield 17f>l 
J oscph Bird, Salisbury 17 53 

. Noah Hinman, Woodbury 1754 
Elisha _Sheldon, Litchfield 1754 
lncrcase Moseley, \Y oodbnry 1755 
Roger Sherman, New :Milford 1759 
Daniel Sherman, ,v oodbury 1761 
Bushnell Bostwick, New }Iilford 1762 
Joshua Porter, Salisbury 1772 
Samuel Canfield, New 1\lilford 1777 
Jedediah Strong, Litchfield 1780 
llc1nan Swift, Cornwall 1786 
Aaron Austin, New liartford 1790 
Nathan Jlalc, Cannan 1791 
David Smith, Ply1nouth 1791 
D. N. Brinsmade, ,v nsI1ingtou 1804 
Judson Canfield, Sharon 1808 
Birdsey Norton, Goshen 1809 
Augustus Pettibone, Norfolk 1812 
Uriel Holmes, Litchfield 1814 
~loses Lyman, Jr., Goshen 1815 
Oliver Burnham, Cornwall 181G 
Cyrus Swan, Sharon 1817 
:Martin Strong, Salisbury 1817 
John Welch, Litchfield 1819 
William }I. Burrall, Canaan 18:29 
~I orris Woodruff,. Litchfield 1829 
Hugh P. Welch; LitchfielJ. 1836 

No. years. 

2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
3 
4 

21 
1 
5 
7 

25 
3 

25 
14 
19 
13 
11 
16 
18 
18 
23 
16 

7 
3 
4 
3 
2 
'l ... 
2 

12 
10 

7 
10 

3 



MEMBERS OF CONGR&<:;S. 213 

atnittb ~tatts ~tnators tltdtb fr1rnt JittbfitTh r1runt,i. 
First chosen. No. years. 

Uriah Tracy, Litchfield 1796 11 
Elijah Boardman, N cw l\Iilford 18:21 died in office. 
Perry Smith, New !lilford 1836 6 
Tru1na11 Smith, Litchfield 1849 5 

-----------------------------
iltmbtrs at iangrtss tltcttb fro·m iitc~titlh ionnti. 

Uriah Tracy, Litchfi_eld 1793 3 
Nathaniel Smith, Woodbury 1795 4 
John Allen, Litchfield 1797 2 
John Cotton 8mith, Sharon 1800 t3 
Benjamin Tallmadge, Litchfield 1801 lt3 
Uriel Holmes, Litchfield 1817 1 
Ansel Sterling, Sharon 1821 4 
Orange Morwin, New Milford 1825 4 
Jabez ,v. Huntington, Litchfield 1829 5 
Phineas Miner, Litchfield 1834 1 
Lancelot Phelps, Colebrook 1835 4 
Tru1nan Smith, Litchfield 1839 8 
Ori gen S. Seymour, Litchfield 1851 4 
,villiam ,v. Welch, Norfolk 1855 2 ----· - ..... - I. 

~tcmbcrs gf tu·c i.ouncil .. 
Elisha Sheldon, Litchfield 1761 18 · 
Olh·er ,v olcott, Litchfield 1771 15 
Andrew Adams, Litchfield 1781 9 
Jedediah Strong, Litchfield 1789 1 
Hen1an Swift, Cornwall 1790 12 
Tapping Reeve, Litchfield 1792 1 
Aaron Austin, New Hartford 1794 24 
Nathaniel Smith, ,v oodbury · 1799 6 
John Allen, Litchfield 1800 6 
John Cotton Smith, Sharon 1809 1 
Judson Canfield, Sharon 1809 6 
Frederick Wolcott, Litchfield 1810 9 
Noah B. Benedict, Woodbury 1816 2 
Elijah Roardmnn, New l\Hlford 1817 1 



21-l WSTOBY OF LITCB.FIELD. 

cStnat.ars 
FOR LITCHFIELD COUNTY-ELECTED BY GENERAL TICKET. 

r ruder the Constitution of 1818, Senators are elected in place of :Members of tl1e 
Council, or Assistants.] 

Chosen. No. years. 

Frederick Wolcott, Litchfield 1819 4 
Elijah Boardman, New liilford 1819 2 
Orange Merwin, New Milford 182-l 4 
Seth P. Beers, Litchfield 1824 1 
John Welch, Litchfield 1825 3 
Samuel Church, Salisbury 1825 3 
Homer Boardman, New Milford 1828 " -

UNDER THE DISTRICT SYS'l'E?tl • . 
[Fifteenth DistricL] 

Phineas Miner, Litchfield 1830 2 
"\Villiam G. ,vnliams, N. IIartford 1832 ') .. 
Theron Rockwell, Colebrook 18~4 C) 

~ 

Ja1nes Beebe, Winchester 1836 C) -
.Andrew Abernethy, 1-Iarwinton 1838 " -
Lambert 1-Iitchcock, Barkhamsted 1840 ') ... 
lf artin ,v ebster, Torrington 1842 1 
Israel Coe, Torrington 1843 1 
Ab)jah Catlin, Harwinton 1844 1 
,villiam Beebe, Litchfield 1845 1 

· Lncius Clarke, ,vinchestcr 1846 1 
Gideon l-Iall, Jr., ,vinchester 1847 1 
Roger H. Mills, New Hartford 1848 1 
Francis Bacon, Litchfield 1849 1 
Samuel W. Coe, Winchester 1850 1 
Charles Adams, Litchfield 1851 1 
Warren Phelps, Colebrook 1852 1 
Elliot Beardsley, Winchester 1853 1 
Jolin Boyd, Winche~ter 1854 1 
Charles 0. Belden, Litchfield 1855 1 
Gideon II. Hollister, Litchfield 1856 1 
George D. Wadluuns, Torrington 1857 1 
Reuben Rockwell, Colebrook 1858 1 
Sheldon Osborne, Harwinton 1859 1 
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HIGH SHERIFFS. 

Oliver Wolcott 
Lynde Lord 
John R. Landon 
Moses Seymour, Jr., 
Ozias Seymour 
Albert Sedgwick 
Charles A. Judson 
Albert Sedgwick 
Leverett W. Wessells 

First chosen. 
1751 
1772 
1701 
1819 
1825 
1834 
18H5 
J838 
1854 

No. yen.rs. 
21 
29 
18 

6 
9 
l 
3 

16 
in office. 

COUNTY TREASURERS. 
J obn Catlin, Litchfield, 1751 10 
Elisha Sheldon " 1761 18 
Reuben Smith " 1779 22 
Julius Deming " 1801 13 
Abel Catlin " 1814 28 
Charles L. Webb " 1842 in office. 

COUNTY CLERKS. 
Isaac Baldwin 1751 42 
Frederick ,v olcott 1793 43 
Origen S. Seymour 1836 8 
Gideon H. Hollister 1844 2 
Origen S. Seymour 1846 1 
Gideon H. Hollister 1847 3 
Elisha J ohuson 1850 1 
Frederick D. Beeman, 1851 in office. 

NOTARIES PUBL"Ic.· 

[Appointed by the GoYernor for two years.J 

Uriah Tracy 
Frederick Wolcott 
Seth P. Beers 
David C. Sanford 
Na than Cooley 
George C. Woodruff 
0. S. Seymour 
J. K. Averill 

G. H. Hollister 
Francis Bacon 
George W. Beers 
P. K. Kilbourn 
Samuel P. Bolles 
Jacob Kilbourn 
E. L. Houghton 
Francis E. Harrison. 
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~orang~ nJ iitcgfitlb. 
l Inrorporatcd in 1818.] 

PRESIDENTS. 
First chosen. No. years. 

Frederick Wolcott 1818 2 
Uriel Hohues 1820 4 
,villia1n Buel 1824 14 
Phineas Miner 1838 1 
Joseph Adams 1939 3 
Josiah G. Beckwith 18t2 11 
Garwood Sanford 1853 1 
Henry B. Graves 1854 2 
P. K. Kilbourn 1856 1 
Frederick D. Beemau 1857 1 
John H. Hubbard 1858 1 

------------·-----------------· 
TREASURERS-

William Buel 1818 6 
Phineas l\Iincr 1824 1-l 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1838 4 
Abel Catlin 1842 4 
Charles L. Webb 1846 7 
Chauncey ll. Hooker 1853 3 
Henry ,vard 1856 1 
Edward ,v. Seymour 1857 2 

--------------------------------
CLERKS. 

Joseph Ada1ns 1818 5 
Seth P. Beers 1823 1 
Joseph Adams 1824 14 
Sylvester Galpin. 1838 4 
Stephen Trowbridge 1842 4 
P. K. Kilbourn 1846 7 
Albert Stoddard 1858 1 
P. K. Kilbourn 1854 2 
Henry W. Buel. 1856 1 
David E. Bostwick 1857 2 



TOWN OFFICERS. 

[B01-ough Officers-Continued.] 

BA IL I F·F S · 
[In the order of their election.} 

Abel Catlin Ebenezer W. Bolles 
Asa Bacon Erastus A. Lord 
Seth P. Beers, (declined.) James C. Wadsworth 
Samuel Buel Sylvester Galpin 
Ezekiel Lewis David C. Bulkley 
Oliver Goodwin William R. Buel 
Stephen Deming ,vnliam Lord 
Samuel P. Bolles Augustus P. Hinman 
Leonard Goodwin A. S. Lewis 
David C. Sanford, (declin'd) Win. H. Crossman 
Frederick Deming Edward P. Cheney 
Jonathan Carrington George H. Bald win 
William Deming Wm. F. Baldwin 

___________ _,..._,,_,,....,,~..,,...,...,---------

filnllnt @fffccrs. 

TREASURERS. 

John Bird 
Joseph Bird 
,John Buel 
William llarsh 
Supply Strong 
Joshua Garrett 
Reuben S1nith 
Abraham Bradley 
Willian1 Stanton 
Samuel Lyman 
Reuben Smith 
Abraham Bradley 
Moses Seymour 
Ebenezer Marsh 
Timothy Skinner 
Abraham Bradley 
Benjamin Tallmadg~ 
Ebenezer llarsh 
James Gould 
Samuel Buel 
Isaac Lawrence 
William F. Baldwin 

28 

Chosen. 
1721 
1736 
1738 
17fil 
1755 
1763 
1768 
1770 
1776 
1776 
1777 
1783 
1787 
1789 
1790 
1792 
1794 
1801 
1803 
1811 
1836 
1841 

No. vean1. 
15 

2 
13 

4 
8 
5 
2 
6 

resigne:i. 
1 
6 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
7 
2 
8 

25 
5 
3 

217 
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George Dewey 
George C. ,v oodruff 
Francis Bacon 
George C. Woodruff 
Frederick D. Beeman 
Stephen Trowbridge 
Le1nuel 0. }feafoy 
Willia1n F. Baldwin 

·18-14 
1845 
1846 
1817 
1851 
1854 
1855 
1856 

1 
1 
1 
4 

1 
l 

in ofliee. 

John Marsh 
John Bird 
Joseph Bird 
John Bird 

CLERKS. 
1721 
1780 
1735 
1736 
17~8 Joshua Garrett 

Isaac Baldwin 
Jedediah Strong 
}loses Seymour 
Elihu Harrison 
Sa1nuel P. Bolles 
Sylvester Gal pin 
Sa1nuel P. Bolles 
Charles 0. Belden 
George A. Hickox 
George ll. Baldwin 

9 -a 
1 
0 ... 
4 

;1 L 1742 
1773 
178~ 
1826 
18!:i6 
1840 
1841 
1854 
1855 
1858 

lG .,-
tH 

10 
4 
1 

1~ 
1 
3 

in office. 

SELECTMEN. 
Chosen. 
1787 Allen, Daniel l 
1735 Baldwin. Davi<l 2 
1782 Baldwin, Isaac 2 
17 58 Barns, Abel 2 
1846 Beach, Heman 1 
1777 Beach, l\liles I 
17 48 lleach, Samu el 1 
1778 Beebe, Ilczaleel 3 
1825 Beebe. ,villiam 4 
1847 Beckwith, Josiah G. 6 
1841 Benton, David 2 
1826 Bird, John 2 
1727 Bir<l, Joseph 9 
1770 Bir<l, Seth 4 
1811 Birge, James 10 
17 45 Birge, Joseph 1 
1817 Birge, Joseph I? 
1751 Bis sell, Isaac 2 

Cco5:cn. 
1843 Bissell, ,villiam 2 
1853 Blakeslee, Fred'k l\I. 3 
1832 Bolles, Samuel P. 1 
1803 Bradley, Aaron !l 
1773 Bradley, Abraham 13 
177; Buel, Archelus 1 
1846 Buel, l◄"rederick 1 
1833 Buel, George l\I. 2 
1726 Bu~,John 12 
1811 Buel,Jonathan 5 
1802 Uuel, Norman 6 
1746 Buel, Peter 4 
1756 Buel, Solomon 3 • 
17 44 Catlin, John 5 
1821 Catlin, Levi 5 
17 48 Catlin,· Thomas 2 
1888 Coe, "\Villiam 2 
1 i63 Collins, Timothy 2 
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1815 Clark, Peck 1 
1758 Culver, Nathaniel 1 
1731 Culver, Samuel 5 
1841 Curtis, Eli 3 
1791 Deming, Julius 1 
1827 Deming, Stephen 1 
1836 Dewey, George 2 
1757 Farnham,John 2 
1851 Frisbie, Henry 3 
183-1 Frisbie, Levi 2 
1844 Garnsey, Edward 3 
1838 Garnsey, John 3 
1790 Garnsey, Noah? 4 
1737 Garrett, Joshua 11 
1736 Gay, John 2 
1754 Gibbs, Benjamin 2 
1841 Gilbert, Truman 6 
1738 Gillett, ,Joseph 3 
1747 Goodwin, Abraham 8 
1795 Goodwin, Nathaniel 9 
1846 Goslee, Henry R. 1 
1757 Grant, Josiah 1 
1825 Griswold, Benjamin 2 
1725 Griswold, Jacob 9 
1822 Gri~wold, Julius 4 
1839 Griswold, Henry S. 2 
1827 G·uiJd, Gad 1 

I 

'1810 Hall, Ephraim S., 7 
1784 Ilurrison, Elihu 2 
1828 I-Iarrison, Roswell 2 
1746 Harrison, Thomas 3 
1830 1-Iarrison, ,vrniam 4 
1854 Ileaton, Levi 1 
1830 Hopkins, Asa 1 
1845 Jones, Charles 1 
18-1:7 Kenney, l\'lurrn.y 1 
1746 l{ilbourn, Abr•am 7 
1792 Kilbourn, David 3 
1746 l{ilbourn, James 3 
1782 Kilbourn, Jesse 2 
1722 Kilbourn, ·Joseph 1 
1740 Kilbourn, Joseph, Jr. 3 
1840 Kilbourn, Norman 1 
183i Kilbourn, l'utnam 3 
1799 l{irby, Ephraim 4 
1836 Landon, Abner 10 
1753 Landon, Daniel 4 

1798 Landon, John 1 
1785 Landon, Seth 2 
1 i92 Lewis, Ozias 5· 
181 7 Lewis, Ozius, Jr. 9 
1854 Lewis, A. S. 1 
1768 Lord, Lynde 2 
181G Lord, Phineas 6 
1857 l\larsh, Andrew W. 1 
1821 l\Iarsh. David 1 
17 40 l\larsh, Ebenezer 13 
1799 l\larsh, James, 2d 7 
1721 J.larsh, John 5 
17 55 1'Iarsh, John 10 
1785 l\larsh, Roger 2 
17 47 l\Iarsh, ,villiam 5 
1_787 l\Iason, Joseph 3 
1761 l,f ason, Joseph, Jr. 1 
1762 l\Inrvin, Reynold 2 
1756 l\IcNiel, A1·chibald 8 
1779 l\IcNie1, Archibald, Jr. 3 
1819 l\Ierwin, Samuel A. 2 
1858 1\Jinor, Garry H. 1 · 
1847 l\Iorse, Jacob I 
1857 Morse, ,Jacob, Jr. 2 
1817 1\loss, Philo 5 
1846 1\-loss, Stephen 1 
1786 l\I urray, J>hiJemon I 
1831 Newton, l8aa(' 5 
1846 N cw ton, ,villiam 3 
J 770 Osborn, John 4 
1838 Oviatt~ John A. 8 
1845 Parkhur~t, Prentice 1 
18-J..3 Peck, Sidney 2 
1833 Pickett, Rufus 2 
1836 Pierpont, Edward 2 
1738 Phelps, Edward 7 
17 54 }>tumb, Ezra 5 
1769 Prindle, l\lark 2 
1815 Rus~ell, Stephen 7 
1780 Sanford, Jonah 2 
17-13 Sanford, Joseph 8 
1817 Sanford, Simeon 7 
1801 Sanford, Stephen, 2d 1 
1835 Sedgwick, Albert 1 
1825 Seymour, Charles I 
1797 Seymour, Samuel 6 
17 5,1 Sheldon, Elisha 3 
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1805 Sherman, Peter 7 
l 78t Skinner, Timothy 1 
1803 Smith; Aaron 8 
1855 Smith, Abraham C. 4 
1857 Smith, Anson C. 2 
1852 Smith, George A. 2 
1776 Smith, Reuben 1 
1778 Stoddard, Bryant 2 
1857 Stoddard, Daniel B. 2 
1820 Stoddartl, Enos 4 
1783 Stoddard, James 1 
1780 Stoddard John 1 
17 43 Stoddard, l\Ioses 2 
1784 Stone, Heber 8 
1851 Stone, Willia 2 
1820 '\V oodru ·. :\[orris 2 
1770 Strong, Jedediah 13 
17 44 Strong, Supply 4 

175-1 Taylor, E'"'"'""'.er 3 
1 SBS Tuttle, Isaac 1 
1832 Tuttle, ,Villiam 3 
1737 Walker, Josiah 1 
1738 \Vebster, Benjamin 5 
1846 \Vebster, Lyman 1 
1822 \Vebster, Reuben 2 
1769 \Velcl1, David~ 
1799 \Velch, John 4 
1833 Wells, Tomlinson 5 
1828 Wessells, Ashbel 3 
1818 \Vestover, David 2 
1840 \Vhiting, Jason 1 
1787 \Vhittlesey, Roger N. 7 
1761 ,volcott, Oliver 7 
17 60 \V oodruff, Jacob 5 
1843 \Voodruff, Reuben M. 2 
1849 \Voodward, Sherman P. 3 
1836 Wright., Samuel 2 

FIHST CO~STABLES AND COLLECTOU8. 
Chosen. ~o. yenrs. 

Jacob Woodruff 1756 4 
.Asa Hopkins 1760 5 
Nathaniel Goodwin 1765 5 
1: riah Catlin 1770 l 
Jonathan l\Iason 1771 1 
John l\Iarsh, ,3d, 1772 2 
David Stoddard 17i4 1 
,villiam Stanton 177,5 1 
David Stoddard 17i6 1 
Timothy Skinner 1777 1 
Asahel Strong 1778 4 
Timothy Skinner 178~ 1 
II eber Stone 1783 1 
Roger Newton \Vhittlesey 1784 1 
Nathaniel Smith, 2d 1785 1 
David Stoddard 1786 1 
Samuel Seymour 1787 1 
John Phelps 1788 1 
Ozias Lewis 1789 2 
Samuel Seymour 1791 2 
James Stone 1793 1 
Nathaniel Smith, 2d 1794 2 
James Stone 17!>6 s 
Ozias Seymour liUO ~ 

Dan Harrison 1801 1 



Ozias Lewis, Jr. 
,Josepl• Adams 
Reuben \Vebster 
Dan Harrison 
James Stone 
Jacob Kilbourn 
Samuel Wright 
Charles Buel 
Eliada Peck 
Charles Buel 
Jacob Kilbourn 
Albert Sedgwick 
Seth Catlin 
Alanson 1-Iall 
Augustus l\.Iorey 

CONSTABLES. 

Benjamin Kilbourn 
,villiam Lord 
Leverett ,v. Wessells 
,villiam F. Baldwin 
Leverett ,v. Wessells 
William F. Baldwin 

1802 
1803 
1805 
1806 
1808 
1811 
1814 
1816 
1822 
1823 
1828 
1832 
1834 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1841 
1843 
1844 
1846 
1847 

1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
6 
1 

2 
l 
1 

1 
2 
1 
5 
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[This joint office wns abolished in 1852. 
since held the office of Collector.] 

.A. S. Lewis, Esq., has 

COX STABLES. 
Chosen. 

1788 Adams, Andrew, Jr. 2 
1803 Ada1rn~, Joseph 6 
1754 Baldwin, Abner !) 

1844 Baldwin, \Villiam ~'. 7 
1805 Barnard, Brainard I 
18!38 Beach, 1-Ieman 1 
1855 Birge, Chester G. 1 
1798 Birge, Joseph 4 
1802 Bishop, Amos 3· 
1820 Benton, David 2 
1839 llirge, Albert H. 2 
184.0 Bissell, Henry B. 1 
1738 Bissell, Isaac, Jr. 5 
1837 Blakeslee, Asa 1 
1816 Buel, Charles 14 
1838 Buel, Charles S. 5 
li67 Bradley, Abraham 3 
1856 Bradley, George 3 
1852 Burgess, \Villiam L. 3 

Cho!lcn. 

1347 Brooker, Samuel, Jr 2 
1853 Candee, .John B. 2 
1776 Catlin, Alexander 1 
1784 Catlin, David 3 
17 4 9 Catlin, John 5 
182i Catlin, Seth 10 
l 7 7 0 Catlin, Uriah 2 
1828 Carter, Lyman 7 
1836 Chadwick, Abiather 2 
1854 Cheney, Rdward P. 1 
1846 Churchill, Daniel C. I 
1802 Clark, Daniel 1 
1844- Clark, Job I 
1795 Collins James I 
1852 Crossman, William II. 7 
1726 Culver, Samuel I 
1790 ~~mons, Phineas 7 
1846 Ensign, William l\I. 1 
1847 Forrl, Hoyal A. 1 
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1846 Frisbie, ~,rederick 1 
I 806. Frisbie, Le\·i 3 
1839 Garnsey, Elijah 1'I, 2 
1853 Garnsey, George 2 
1819 Garnsey, John 2 
178-1 Garnsey, N. 5 
J 805 Garnsey, Samuel 2 
1733 Garrett, Joshua 6 
1789 Garrett, Joshua 3 
1738 Gay, John 5 
1728 Gibbs, Benjamin 1 
1852 Gilbert, ,villiam H. I 
1721 Goodrich, \Villiam 1 
17 42 Goodwin, Abraham 2 
1759 Goodwin, Nathaniel 14 
17!>2 Goodwin, Nathaniel 3 
1777 Goodwin, Solomon 2 
1832 Goslee, Chester C. 4 
1855 Goslee, Thomas C. 2 
1755 Grant, Jehiel 2 
1782 Grant, J csse 1 
1722 Griswold, Jacob I 
1853 Griswold, Lucius 1 
1830 Hall, Alanson 8 
1835 Hall, Salmon C. 1 
1795 Harrison, Dan 14 
184 7 1-Iarrisan, Hollin ll. 3 
1838 Harrison, Simeon G. 1 
1746 l-lopkins, Asa 14 
1807 Hopkins, Asa l 
1757 Hosford, Benjamin 1 
1755 liosford, David 1 
}812 llumaslon, Sherman 
1839- Judd, Jesse L. 2 
18;j8 Kilbourn, Benjamin 3 
}d08 l(ilhourn, Jacob ~3 
1857 Kilbourn, Jlomer 2 
1857 Lake, Peter 1 
I'/70 Landon, Daniel, jr. 4 
17 44 Landon, James 5 
1836 Landon, Sherman 3 
1790 Lewis, Ozias 2 
18-11 Lord, ,vmiam 2 
1737 l\larsh, George 1 
1795 l\larsh, James 5 
1773 l\larsh, Ebenezer 2 
1818 Marsh, Jared 1 
1772 Marsh, John 5? 

1849 l\Iarsh, John 2 
18:29 Marsh, Kirl>y 7 
1771 Marsh, Solomon 1 
1826 l\Iar~h, Tracy 1 
1841 l\lcNiel, Charles 2 
1725 l\lason, Joseph 1 
1769 l\Iason, Jonathan 6 
1736 !\lather, Timothy 1 
1849 l\Ierwin, Frederick S. 3 
1841 l\lerwin, Samuel A. 5 
1836 Morey, Augustus 3 
1850 l\Iorse, Jacob Jr. 4 
1777 Morse, Levi 5 
1857 )lunger, George 2 
1817 Northrop, Abner 7 
1835 Norton, \Villiam 1 
1724 Orton, Samuel 1 
1805 Page, David, Jr. 1 
1841 Parkhurst, Prentice 1 
1820 Peck, Eliada 10 
1844 Peck, Edward O. 6 
1852 Peck, George 1 
1853 Peck, Joseph C. 5 
1841 Pickett, Uufus 1 
1849 Pierpont, Andrew J. 3 
1842 Pierpont, George 3 
1842 Pierpont, George B. 3 
I 782 Phelps, John 12 
1846 Pratt, Henry 1\1. 1 
1805 Ray, David 6 
1854 Richards, llcnry B. 1 
1817 Russell, Emanu,~l 3 
1794 Sanford, Stephen 2d, 9 
1830 Sedgwick, Albert 4 
1853 Sedgwick, Buel 1 
17!>9 Seymour; Ozias 9 
1785 Seymour, Samuel 5 
1777 Skinner, Timothy 4 
1787 Smith;Eli 2 
'1809 Smith, George 2 
1724 Smith, Nathaniel 1 
1781 Smith, Nathaniel 2d, 12 
1845 Smith, Rufus 3 
1775 Stanton, \Villiam 1 
1773 Stoddard, Briant 5 
177 4 Stoddard, David 8 
1838 Stoddard, Daniel B. 2 
1850 Stoddard, 1-Iomel' 2 



LISTERS. 

1787 Stoddard, James 5 1788 W clch, John 5 
1782 Stone, Heber 4 1779 ,vhittlesey, Roger N. 8 
1798 Stone, James 10 1839 Whittlesey, ,vnliam H. 2 
1779 Stone, Reuben 2 184i ,vessells, Leverett \V. 2 
1847 Stone, Lewis 1 1846 ,v etmore, ,John, Jr. 1 
1778 Strong, Asahel 5 1820 Wilmot, Eli 1 
1857 Taylor, Isaac 2 1844 Woodruff, Edward 4 
1837 Taylor, Phineas 1 1816 Woodruff, Enoch J. 5 
1780 Tracy, Uriah 1 · 1750 Woodruff, Jacob 7 
1830 Turner'- David P. 1 1818 Woodruff, James 8 
1723 ,valker, Josiah I 1830 ,v oodruff, Nathaniel 1 
1731 ,vebster, Benjamin 2 1s·25 ,voodwar<l, Henry B. 1 
1"838 ,vebster, Lyman 1 1808 ""'oodward, Reuben S. 4 
1805 ,vebstf'r, Reuben 1 18.51 \Vright, E,·erett H. 1 
1842 ,vndhams, Charles D. 8 181 l ,vright, Samuel 13 

17 9 6 ,v right, Jonathan, 2d, 2 

LISTERS, OR IL\TE-lL\KEllS. 

lFrom 1721 to 1819. At the latter date, Assessors were snhstitntcd-thc duties 
of the two offices being much the so.me.] 

Chosen. 
1771 Adams, Andrew 2 
1811 Adams, Elijah 1 
1802 Adams, Joseph 12 
1789 Allen, John 2 
1722 Allen, Nehemiah 1 
1794 Ames, Cheney 1 
1791 Baldwin, Horace 1 
17 42 Bald win, Isaac 31 
1780 Baldwin, Isaac, Jr, 5 
1810 Baldwin, Isaac, 2d 1 
1736 Baldwin, John 1 
I 776 Baldwin, Phineas 61 
1784 Baldwin, William 3 
1735 Baldwin, Nathaniel 1 
1768 Barnard, Samuel 2 
1750 Bnrntt, Abel S 
1783 Barns, Amos •1 
I 77 5 Barns, l\I oses I 
17 82 Barns, Timothy 1 
1779 Beach, Miles I 

Chosen. 
1i75 Beach, Laban I 
1764: lleach, Zophar 2 
1818 Beebe, \Villiam 1 
1778 Benton, Ebenezer 2 
1808 Benton, Ebenezer, Jr, 1 
1807 Bolles, Ebenezer 
1818 Birge, Albert 1 
1758 Birge, Benjnmin 1 
1793 Birge, James 4 
1723 Birtl, Joh_n G 
177 5 Bird, Seth 2 
1762 Bidwell, Stephen 1 
1803 Bishop, Amos 2 
1805 Bishop, Calvin 1 
1782 Bishop, Luman 2 
1771 Bishop, Sylvanus 3 
1736 Bissell, Isaac, Jr. 9 
1810 Bissell, John 1 
1796 Bradley, Aaron 2 
1776 Bradley, Abraham 9 
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1804 Tirntllt y, Comforti2 
1817 Bradley, Lemuel i 
178f Bra<lley, Phineas 1 
1786 Bmdley, Zina 2 
177 4 Buel, Archelus 1 
1801 Buel, Charles 8 
1799 Buel, Jonathan 4 
1789 Buel, Norman 7 
177 5 Buel, Peter 2 
1806 Buel, Samuel 7 
1763 Buel, Solomon :2 
177.7 Burgess, James, Jr. 1 
1787 Camp, Abel, Jr. 2 
1782 Catlin, Alexander 1 
1789 Catlin, Bradley 2 
1783 Catlin, David 1 
1801 Catlin, Horace 1 
1752 Catlin, John 3 
17 63 Catlin, Thomas 4 
1794 Catlin, Thomas, Jr. 3 
1791 Chase, Lot 8 
1817 Chase, Philo 3 
17 66 Clark, Elisha 1 
1812 Clark, Peck 1 
1812 Coe, Levi 1 
1806 Clemons, Abel 1 
1760 Clemons, Jobn, ,Jr. 8 
1761 Collins, John I 
17 (iG Collins, ~'imothy 1 
1757 Collins, Oliver 1 
1796 Collins, ,villiam 2 
177-1: Comstock, Calvin 11 
1755 Culver, Nathaniel 3 
1723 Culver, Samuel 1 
1787 Deming, Julius 2 
1814 Deming, Frederick 1 
1806 Dennison, Chauncey 1 
1817 Dewey, George 1 
1779 Dickinson, l\lichael 1 
1786 Dtckinson, Oliver 1 
1799 Dutton, Thomas 1 
1791 Emons, Arthur, jr. 1 
1770 Emons, Arthur 4 
li97 Emons, Phineas I 
1803 Ensign, Isaac 3 
1773 Ensign, Samuel 1 
1780 ~'airbanks, Jonnthan 2 
1767 Farnham, Gad 2 

17i 4 Farnham, Nathan, 1 
1778 Farnham, Seth, 1 
1791 Foot, Timothy, Jr. 3 
1804 Frisbie, Jonathan 1 
l Kl 1 Frisbie, Levi 1 
1818 Garnsey, John 2 
1781 Garnsey, Noah 2 
1767 Garnsey, Nathan 4 
1727 Garrett, Joshua 8 
1781 Garrett, Joshua, Jr. 2 
1818 Garrett, Daniel 1 
1817 Galpin, Sylvester 1 
17:28 Gay, John 2 
17 59 Gibbs, Benjamin 1 
1781 Gibbs, Caleb 1 
1779 Gibbs, Lemuel 1 
1794 Gibbs, Reuben 1 
1819 Gilbert, Abner 1 
1799 Gilbert, Calvin 4 
1816 Gilbert, James 1 
18.07 Glazier, John 1 
1736 Gillett, Joseph 1 
1727 Goodwin, Abraham 2 
1753 Goodwin, Nathaniel 16 
1812 Goodwin, Oliver 5 
1777 Goodwin, Solomon 3 
1818 Goodwin, Thomas 1 
1803 Goslee, Solomon 3 
1801 Gould, James 1 
1800 Grannis, Gurdon 2 
1812 Grannis, Thomas 1 
1796 Grant, Ambrose 1 
1785 Grant, Charles 4 
17 46 Grant, Jchiel 6 
1736 Grant, Josiah 1 
1761 Grant, Josiah jr. 1 
1782 Grant, Jesse 3 
1737 Grant, Thomas 8 
1814 Green, Samuel 1 
1818 Griswold, Benjamin 1 
1780 Guitteau, Judson 2 
1802 Gunn, Samuel 1 
1811 Hall, David 2 
1799 Hall, Ephraim S. 3 
1806 Hand, S. P. 1 
17 9 5 I-larrison, Dari 3 
1790 Harrison, Elihu 1 
17Gl Harrison, Ephraim 8 
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17 57 Harrison, Gideod 2 
17 67 Harrison, Lemuel 4: 
l 811 Harrison, Roswell 2 
17 44 Harrison, Thomas 2 
180 l Harrison. Simeon 3 
1742 Hibbard, Ueuben 2 
1796 Holmes, Uriel 2 
1826 Hopkins, Asa. I 
1781 Hopkins, llarris 2 
1807 Hopkins, \Villiam 1 
1724 Hosford, Benjamin 2 
1752 Hosford, Davicl 3 
1778 llosford, John 1 
1803 Humaston, Asaph 1 
1780 llumaston, John Jr. 1 
1784 Humaston, Noah· 2 
1816 Humaston, Sherman 2 
1818 Humpherville, Lemuel I 
1754 l{ilbourn, Abraham 4 
1767 l{ilbourn, David 8 
1802 Kilbourn, Jacob 1 
1811 I{ iloourn, Jeremiah 1 
1781 l{ilbourn, Jesse 3 
1725 Kilbourn, ,Joseph 1 
1724 JGILourn, tloseph Jr. 1 
1800 Kilbourn, Levi 2 
1792 l{ilbourn, Orange 4 
17 43 Landon, Daniel 3 
li 93 Landon, Daniel 2d, 1 
177 4 Landon, Seth 7 
1811 Landon, Seth Jr. 2 
1803 Landon, Zophar 3 
17i2 Let.!, Thomas 1 
1808 Lewis, Luke 1 
1780 Lewis, Ozias 1 
1816 Lewis, Ozias Jr. 1 
1770 Linsley, Edward 6 
1783 Lord, Daniel 1 
177 6 Lord, Lynde I 
1811 l\Iarsb, Aaron 1 
1728 l\Iarsh, Ebenezer 1 

11736 Marsh, George 2 
1791 ~Iarsh, James 3 
1771 l\'farsh, John I 
1802 Marsh, I8aac 2 
1798 Marsh, Nathaniel 1 
1771 l\Iarsli, H,ogpr 2 
1789 Marsh, Hoger Jr. 1 . 
1788 1"1arsh, Samuel 3 
1768 Marsh, Solomon 2 

I 805 Marsh, Th omas 1 
17 45 Mason, J oho 1 
I 768 l\fason, Jonathan 5 
17 5t l\lason, Joseph 2 
17;18 l\lcNeile, Alexander 4: 
1776 l\IcNeile, Archibald, Jr. 2 
1779 l\IcNiele, Isaac 4 
l 7H9 l\IcNeile, Samuel 2 
1809 l\Ierwin, Samuel A. 3 
1727 l\Iitchell, Nathan 1 
17 48 Moody, Adonijah 2 
1756 :Morris, James 3 
1784 l\Io1·ris, James Jr. 1 
177 5 l\loss, Amo~ 1 
1790 ~loss, David 1 
177 4 1\Ios~, Levi 3 
1814 l\Ioss, Philo 1 
1818 Northl'op, A. I 
1801 Norton, ~Iiles 10 
1798 Osborn, Eliada 1 
1788 Osborn, Jacob 3 
1785 Osborn, Jeremiah 2 
1761 Osborn, John 6 
1777 Osborn, John Jr 2 
1 i9t Parker, Joseph 2 
1809 PngP-, David 2 
I 770 Palme1·, Ambrose 4 
17 84 Parmelee, A mos 2d, 2 
17 69 Pnr1nelee, Jchicl 4 
1762 ParmelP-e, Thomas 2 
1778 Parmelee, Thomas jr. 1 
178:? Parson~, Eliphaz 1 
1813 Philips, Gi<leon 1 
1780 Phelps, Edward Jr. 1 
1787 Phclp8, John 1 
1797 Phelps, Samuel Jr. 2 
1806 Pierpont, James 8 
1778 Plumb, E. 2 
1804 Plumb, Samuel 
17 5 7 Prindle, }!ark 1 
1796 Ranney, Stephen 1 
1814 Ray, David 1 
1781 Reeve, Tapping 1 
1806 Riley, James 1 
li88 Rowe, Daniel 1 
1810 Russell, Stephen 8 
1810 Sanforc.l, Ebern:zer 1 
1773 Sanford, Jonah 1 
1759 Sanford, Oliver 5 
1810 Sanford, Simeon 2 

29 
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1779 Sanford, Solomon 1 
17 65 Sanford, Stephen 1 
1795 Sanford, Stephen 2d 4: 
1818 Seymour, Charles 1 
177 4 Seymour, l\Ioses 6 
I 800 Seymour, Mo..-,es Jr. 2 
1803 Seymour, Ozias 2 
1781 Sheldon, Samuel I 
1782 Shether, Samuel 1 
17fl8 Skinner, Roger i 
1778 Skinner, Timothy 3 
1779 Smedley, Ephraim .Jr. 1 
1783 Smedlty, Gideon 1 . 
1796 Smedley, Nathan 8 
1797 Smith, Aaron 3 
1767 Smith, Charles 8 
1788 Smith, Charles 2 
1780 Smith, Eli 2 
1805 Smith, Hicks 1 
1769 Smith, John 1 
1762 Smitl1, Natlianicl 1 
1790 Smith, Nathaniel id, G 
1817 Smith, Simeon :2 
1807 Smith, Solomon 1 
1752 Smith, Stephen 2 
I 781 Stanley, I◄'rc<lcrick 1 
1806 Spencer, Samuel ,v. 2 
1768 Stewart, Nathan 2 
1795 Stewart, William 1 
.:J.809 Stoddard, Briant Jr. 5 
1778 Stoddard, Daniel 4 
1817 Stoddaru, Enos 1 
177 4 Stoddard, ,lohn 1 
1785 Stoddard, ,James H 
1779 Stone, liehcr 3 
1810 Stone, Noah ~d, 1 
177 5 Stone, Reuben 3 
1 799 Stone, Thomas 1 

1816 Ston~, Solomon 1 
17 64 Stone, Stephen 3 
1773 Strong, Jedediah 6 
1726 Strong, Supply 8 
17U0 Tallmadge, Benjamin 1 
1775 Taylor, Zebulon I 
1799 Tomlinson, Noah l 
1782 Tracy, Uriah 6 
1809 Trowbridge, Thomns 1 
1804 Trumbull, Ezekiel I 
1808 Turner, Isaac 5 
1802 Turner, Thomas 1 
1813 ,vadsworth, Henry 2 
1785 ,va.llace, Richard 2 
1792 Waugh, James 2 
1790 ,v augh, Samuel 4 
17 4 6 ,v ebster, Benjamin 7 
1814 \Vebster, Claudius 1 
1766 ,v ebster, Timothy 1 
17 66 ,v ebster, J ustm; 2 
1766 ,vetch, David 2 
1788 Welch, John 3 
1808 ,v essells, George B. 1 
1776 Wetmore, Joseph 1 
1785 \Vhittlesey, Roger N. 2 
1805 ,Vilmot, ,John 2 
1810 \Voo<lrutf, Enoch J, 3 
1746 ,voo,Iruff, Jacob 4 
1813 ,vooclrutt: James 2 
1807 ,v oodru ff, l\lorris 2 
1 ;2s ,v ooclruff~ Nathaniel 1 
1804 ,v ootlruff~ \Villiam 1 
1813 ,vooster, Henry l 
1792 ,v olcott, Frederick 4 
1779 ,vri~ht, ,Jonathan 3 
1817 \Vright, Samuel 1 
17 58 V nill, Joseph 3 
1807 Vaill, Benjamin 2 

• •• The ofliccs of As~ssor an<l Board of Helief were crentcll hy the Constitu· 
tion of 1818-at which elate the office of Lister tcrmiuntcd. 'l'hc lists of Select• 
men, Constables an<l Grund Jurors are designed to embrace nll who have been 
c-hosen, from the organization of the town in 1721 to the present time-with the 
year-of the first election of each, nntl the number of times co.ch was elected. 



A~ESSOltS. 

ASSESSORS. 
1857 Ames, William B. 1 
1830 Beebe, ,Villiam 1 
1836 Benton, David 2 
1838 Benton, D. L. 2 
1819 Bir!!e, James 9 
1823 Birge~ Joseph 1 
1836 Birge, Harvey 2 
1845 Booth, Charles 1 
1833 Buel, Frederick 5 
1823 Buel, Snlrnon -1 
1840 Buel, 8a.1nuel 1 
1846 Buel, ,villian1 H .. 1 
1846 Bunnell, gph raiin K. 3 
1841 Burgess, Junius 4 
1827 Catlin, Levi 2 
1836 Clemons, Abel H 2 
1851 Coe, ,v alter 1 
1858 Cooke, George 1 
_1832 Cooke, Roger 1 
1830 Curtis, Eli 7 
1857 Curtis, George 2 
18 t5 Emons, Ethiel 1 
1836 Ensign, Samuel ~L 1 
1853 ~1ord, Royal A .. 1 
1852 French, A.sahel 1 
1849 ~1risbie, IIenry 1 
1830 ~1 risLie, Le\-i 3 
1838 Frisbie, 8hern1an 3 
1858 Fuller, Cyrus S. 1 
1855 Gal'uscy, George 2 
1840 Garnsey, John 1 
1838 Garnsey, N mth 2 
1849 Gibbs, ~1 rederick 2 
1827 GilLert, A.aron C. 
1831 Goslee, Chester C. 1 
1838 Goslee, Henry It. 3 
1851 Griswohl, I-Icnry S. 2 
1849 Grisw,}ld, Ly1nau 2 
1849 IIall, .Alanson 2 
1819 1-Iall, Ephraiin S. 9 
1846 llall, ~[,Jrnu1n 1 
1839 Hopkins, Edward 1 

1851 Hopkins, ,v1n. L. 1 
1852 llull, Eben 1 
1841 Jones~ Charles 5 
1835 Keeler, Daniel 1 
1840 Kenney, Leonard 1 
1844 Landon, Sherman 2 
1854 lloulthrop, E. P.1 
1829 :Marsh, Da,id 5 
1835 lferwin, Sa1nuel M 1 
1857 l\f orcy, Augustus 2 
184!) :Morse, Jacob, Jr 1 
1847 ~[oss, Lewis H. 
1819 ~loss~ Philo 7 
1841 Newton, Ranso1n 2 
18-13 N cw ton, ,v illia1n 2 
1846 O\·iatt, John A. 1 · 
1841 Page, Ithamar 3 
1841 Peck, Sidney 2 
1827 Pickett, Ruf us 1 
1855 Pierpont, .. A.ndrew J. 2 
1823 Pierpont, J a~ws l\I. 2: - ~ 18n7 Potter, Garry G. 2 
1835 Ray, ,villia1n 1 
1829 Ilussell, Stephen 1 
1819 Seymour, 8a.1nucl !} 
1834 Skilton, IIcnry 1 
1852 S1ncdlcy, ~,redcrick 1 
184 7 Rn1ith, Anson C. 4 
1855 S1nith, George A. 2 
1833 Smith, 8in1eon 1 
1858 Steele, Henry 1 
184~ Stoddard, Daniel B. 1 
184 7 Stone, "rnunau 1 
1853 Taylor, Uri 1 
18-13 To1npkins, Lucius 3 
1834 Tuttle, ,villin1n 2 
1828 ,v c\Jstcr, H.cubcn 1 
1844 Wheeler, Christopher 3 
18fil ,vhcclcr, Charles D. 3 
1836 ,v ells, Tomlinson 4 
1840 ,vhittlescy, Frederick 1 
18~8 ,v oodward, S. P. 1 
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BOARD OF RELIEF. 
1841 Abernethy, Elisha S. 1 
18-l-l Ames, Rufus 2 
182!) Bacon, .A:-a l 
1839 Baldwin, Nehemiah 2 
1838 Barber, Elizur 1 
1838 Barnard, Benton 2 
1838 Ila .. ,:;ctt, "~illiam 1 
18-10 lleach, Theron 1 
184,1 Beckwith, Josiah G. 1 
182!> Beebe, \Yilliam 2 
1847 Benton, David 2 
1853 Birge, Che~ter G. 1 
1837 Hirge, ,Joseph .Jr. 1 
HH0 Hi:;:;cll, :Nathaniel 1 
1~51 Bissell, ,Villi~m 2 
1834 Bolles, Samuel P. 2 
1836 Bo::;twick, Joel 1 
1838 Braman, Samuel G. 2 
184-l Brooker, Samuel ,Jr. l 
1839 Buel, George S. 1 · 
1819 Buel, Jonathan 9 
1858 Clarke, Al vah I 
1816 Coe, Wi Ilium 2 
1828 Cooke, Uog~r 1 
1836 Curtis, :Eli 1 
1841 Curtis, Garner B. 5 
1842 Dewey, George 1 
1854 Ford, Royal A. 
1828 Gnrn~ey, ,John 1 
182:3 Garrett, Daniel 6 
18-17 Gibb:-;, Freucrick 2 
18f>3 Gilbert, GPorge 1 
1832 Gooclwin, Oliver :2 
18,,:J Griswold, Darius P. 1 
HHG Griswold, Henry 8. 1 
18-1 H G l'i:-:wol,l, Lucius 2 
l 853 Griswold, Lyman S. 1 
1841 Guild, Albin 3 
1836 Guild, Gad 1 
1855 Guild, P. Gould -1 
1847 Guild, Jeremiah i 

1841 Hall, Alanson 4: 
1835 Hall, David 1 
1851 Hall, Norman 1 
18-16 Hand, lliram J. 4 
1831 Harrison, Elihu 1 
18-16 Hopkins, I~<lwaru 1 
18-1 l Hopkin~, ,vm. L. l 
1837- .Jones, Cahrlcs 1 
18-l~ Kilbourn, Putnam 3 
1857 Kilbourn, \Villiam P. 2 
18-17 Landon. Abner 2 
l 849 Lord, \Villiam l 
1819 1tlarsh, David 11 
1840 l\Iarslr, Aaron 1 
1837 1\Ierwin, Samuel l\I. 1 
1838 ?\loss, Stephen 2 
1849 l\loss, Linus G. 3 
1853 Loveland, ,James L. l 
1845 Newton, \Villiam 1 
1850 Oclell, ,vmiam 1 
1842 Pickett, Alanson J. 1 
184 9 Pickett, Ruf us 2 
1845 Page, lthamar 1 
l 84 7 Pierpont, Edward 4 
1846 Potter, l\'Iiner 1 
1828 Russell, Stephen 2 
1837 Stoddard, Enos 1 
1841 Stoddard, Harmon 1 
1828 Sanford, Simeon 4 
1835 Skilton, llenrv 1 

" 1845 Stone, Truman 1 
18-Ht Stone, ,Villis ~ 
1858 Taylor, Phineas 1 
1819 \V dch, John 9 
18[>5 \Vells, Tomlinson 3 
1837 ,v ei-tOYer, David 3 
1854 \Vhiting, Ja~on 1 
1840 ,vhittlcsey, Jabez I 
1836 \Vilmot, l~li 1 
181 t) ,v oodruft~ 1\.1 orris 12 
18--14 ,v right, Samuel 1 · . 
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GRAND JURORS. 
1810 Adams, Elijah 2 
1802 Adams, Joseph 6 
1777 Allen, Corneliusl 
17 40 Allen, Daniel I 
1727 Allen, Nehemiah 1 
1788 Allen, John 1 
1858 Alvord, Chauac·!y II. l 
1837 Ames, Rufus 8 
1852 A mes, ,villiam B 1 
1779 Atwater, Abel 2 
1808 Baldwin, AbnPr 1 
1789 Baldwin, Davi<l Jr. -1 
1782 Baldwin. Lmac Jr. 2 
1812 Ilaldwin, Isaac 1 
1826 Baldwin, Harmon 1 
~ 733 Baldwin, Nathaniel 1 
1779 Baldwin, Phineas 5 
1 i34 Baldwin, Samuel 1 
1780 Baldwin, Stephen 1 
1803 Baldwin, James 1 
1800 Baldwin, William 1 
1807 Bacon, Asa 1 
1779 Barnard, Samuel 1 
1754 Barns, Abel 1 
17i2 Barns, Enos 1 
1791 Barns, Enos Jr, l 
17 43 Barns, Daniel 1 
184:1 Bench, George 1 
1825 Beach, ~:1105 1 
1838 Beach, I~aac C. 1 
177d Beach, Laban I 
1 i73 Bench, l\liles 2 
1789 Beard, Lewis 1 
1781 Beebe, Bezaleel 1 
I 735 Beebe, James 1 
1807 Beebe, \Villiam 2 
1836 Benedict, Andrew 4 
1820 Benton, Amos 1 
1833 Benton, David 5 
1772 Benton, Ebenezer 1 
1808 Benton, Ebenezer jr .2 
1780 Benton, Nathaniel 1 
1793 Bidwell, Elijah l 
1778 Bidwell, Stephen 1 
1807 Bidwell, Stephen 3 
1801 Bishop, Amo::; 4 

1770 Bishop, Noah 2 
1833 Bishop, Samuel 4 
1776 Bishop, Seth I 
1804 Bishop, Sylvanus I 
17 56 Bissell, I~aac 1 
1817 .Bissell, John 1 
1839 Bissell, Ha.rmon 2 
1813 Bi~sell,_Nathaniel 2 
1855 Bissell, ,vmiam 1 
1786 Birge, James 2 
1728 Birge, ,Joseph 4: 
17 25 Bird, John 1 
1723 Bird, Joseph 4: 
1786 Bird, Seth I 
1851 lllake, Edward ,v 1 
1818 Blakeslee, Isaiah 1 
1803 Bolles, Ebenezer 5 
1829 Bolles, Eben ,v. 5 l 
17!)2 Bradley, Aaron 1 
1811 Bradley, Comfort 1 
18i6 Bradley, Elihu 1 
1812 Bradley, ,Joseph 1 
17i3 Bradley, Leaming 2 
l 7•1ti Bradley, Phineas 2 
li55 Brae.Bey. Zina I 
1809 Brace, James 2 
1770 Buel, A.-chelus 1 
1840 Buel, Andrew 1 
18-17 Buel, Charles S. 1 
1782 Buel, Dn.vi<l I 
179U Buel, Norman 5 
17 G8 Buel, Peter 1 
1804 Uuel, 8almon 2 
1451 Buel, Solomon 2 
1837 Bulkley, David C. 2 
1788 Ilull, Asa 2 
1830 Burgess, Ezra 2 
18:rn Burgess, .Junius 2 
1838 Bunnell, Ephraim I{. 1 
1779 Camp, Abel jr. 3 
1827 Camp, Ralph G. 2 
1799 Catlin, Abel 2d, 2 
1853 Catlin, llenry 1 
1846 Catlin, John 1 
1785 Catlin, Theoc.lore 1 
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17 69 Catlin, Uriah 1 
1731 Catlin, John 4 
17 37 CatliQ, Thomas 2 
1805 Carter, Samuel 1 
1761 Chamberlain, Moses 1 
1793 Chase, Lot l 
1813 Clark, Peck 1 
18-16 Cloe~, Samuel 1 
1831 Coe, ,valter 1 
1 771 Collins, Charles 1 
1783 Collins, John 1 
1721 Colkins, John 1 
1776 Com8tock, Cah·in 2 
1789 Crampton, Elon 1 
.1.1ll__ Cuker, Benjamin 2 
175~ \;ulv~r, _Nathaniel I 
I 8t5 Curtis, Eli 2 
1852 Curti~, Garner B. 1 
1856 Curtis, Levi 1 
1800 Dare, George 1 
1782 Deming, Julius 1 
1831 Dewey, George 
177 5 Dickin~on, Reuben 1 
1807 Dodge, Stephen 1 
1794 Doolittle, Benjn.min 1 
1757 Easton, Eliplmlct 1 
1775 Emons, Arthur 1 
178G Emons, l">hincas 2 
I 781 }:mom~, Russell 1 
1846 Ensign, Charles A. 1 
181 l Ensign, Isaac i 
1780 }:nsign, Samuel 1 
1807 Ensign, Samuc•l jr. 2 
1778 Farnham, Gad 1 
1849 Farnham, John 2 
1855 I◄,arnham, Lenian II. 1 
17G8 Farnham, Seth 2 
1804 Foote, Timothy 1 
1858 Fuller, Cyrus S. 1 
1783 Galpin, Amos 3 
1841 Garnsey, Edward 3 
185-1 Garnsey, John 1 
1771 Garnsey, Noah 1 
1830 Gurnsey, :N'oah 3 
1822 Garrett, Daniel 1 
17-18 Garrett, ,Jo:-hua 2 
1788 Garrett, Jo5hua 2 
1726 Gay, John 1 
17 58 Gibbs, Benjamin 3 
1780 Gibb:;, Benjamin jr. 1 

1832 Gibbs, Birdsey 1 
1780 Gibbs, Caleb 2 
1844: Gibbs, Frederick 1 
1751 Gibbs, Henry 2 
1778 Gibbs, Lemuel l 
1805 Gibbs, l\Iedad 1 
1799 Gibbs, l\loor 1 
1796 Gibbs, Noah 1 
1835 Gibbs, ,villis 3 
1771 Gibbs, Zebulon 1 
1854 Gibbu<l, Harris B. 1 
1802 Gilbert, Calvin 1 
1855 Gilbert, George 1 
1808 Gilbert, ,James 3 
1858 Gilbert, William II. l 
1731 Goodwin, Abraham 1 
1811 Goodwin, Ji~rastus 1 
1806 Goodwin, iiedad 1 
1801 Gould, James 1 
1800 Grannis, G. 2 
l 8U4 Grannis, Robert 1 
1808 Grannis, Thomas 1 
181 G Grant, Charles 1 
17 52 Grant, Ebenezer 1 
17 47 Griswold~ Elijah 2 
1838 Griswold, 1-Ienry S. 1 
1802 Green, Snm uel 1 
172,1 Griswold, ,Jacob 1 
I 820 Griswolc..l, Benjamin 8 
1810 Griswold, ,John 1 
1811 Griswvl<l, ,Juliu~ 2 
18-17 Griswold, Luciu~ l 
1809 Grove, Thomas F. 1 
1829 Guild, Gad 2 
1851 Guilu, Jeremiah -l 
1842 }lull, Alan~on t 
18~4 1-Iall, David ,t 
17 65 I-I all, Benjamin 1 
17 60 J-Iall, Gilbert 1 
18:39 llall, Norman 2 
1801 Harrison, Elias 1 
li75 I-Iarrison,•Elihu 1 
1770 Ilarri5on, Ephraim}l 
1760 I-Iarrison, Gideon 1 
1743 I--Iibbard, Heuben 1 
1801 1-Iinsdale, Elias 1 
1799 llolmes, Uriel 1 
1822 Ilopkins, Asa 2 
1795 IIopkin~ .. Jos~ph I-I 8 
1820 Hopkins, Orange 1 
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1818 llorton, Elisha 2 
1780 IIosford, Benjamin 1 
1759 1-Iosford, David 2 
1810 Hoyt, Levi 1 
1823 Hubbard, Jacob 2 
1847 Hull, Eben 2 
1849 Hurnaston, A. P. 2 
1849 Humaston, Noah 1 
1819 Humphreville, Albro l\I. 1 
1847 1-Iumphreville, L. 1 
1811 I-I untington, Daniel 1 
1842 Johnson, Horace 3 
1833 Jones, Charles 1 
1780 Judu, Jesse 1 
1761 Kilbourn, Abraham 1 
1781 l{ilbourn, David 3 
17 53 l{ilbourn, Elisha 1 
1789 Kilbourn, Jacob 4 
1801 l{ilbourn, James I 
179!> l{ilbourn, Jeremiah 1 
1778 l{ilbourn, Jesse 2 
1730 Kilbourn, Joseph 2 
17 42 l{ilbourn, James 1 
1798 l{ilbourn, Levi 2 
1793 IGlbourn, Lewis 1 
1827 l{ilbourn, Norman 4 
1830 l{ilbourn, Putnam 3 
1825 l(eeler, Daniel 1 
1780 King, David 1 
1779 l{irby, Ephraim 2 
1809 Lamson, Daniel 7 
1844 Lnnuon, Abner 1 
17 46 Landon, Daniel 4 
1776 Landou, Daniel jr. 1 
17 65 Lnnuon, Dav id 1 
1737 Landon,Jnmcs 1 
1785 Landon, Nathan 3 
1778 Landon, Seth 3 
1803 Landon, Seth jr, 2 
1831 Landon, Sherman 1 
1804 Law, Benedict A. 1 
1846 Law, Willis 1 
1727 Lee, Thomas 1 
l 798 Lewis, Daniel \V. 1 
1808 Lewis, Luke 2 
1773 Lewis, Ozias 4 
1815 Lewis, Oziasjr. 4 
1755 Linsley, Abel 1 , 
1775 Linsley, Edward 1 
1757 Linsley, Joseph 8 

1854 Lord, William 1 
1817 Loveland, Clark 1 
1856 Loveland, James L. 1 
1844 Loveland, Lewis 1 
1840 Loveland, Nathaniel G. 1 
1813 l\lansfiel<l, John 1 
1804: liarsh, Elisha 1 
1770 l\Iarsh, Ebenezer 1 
1798 l\Iarsh, James 4 
17 47 Marsh, John 3 
1771 l\Iarsh, John 1 
1801 l\Iarsh, Jonathan 1 
1802 l\Iarsh, Isaac 1 
1805 1\Iarsh, Ozias l 
1790 Marsh, Roger jr. 1 
1848 Mar3h, Linus 5 
1849 Marsh, Solomon 2d, 2 
1804: l\larsh, Thomas 1 
1735 l\f arsh, ,Villiam 4 
17 51 1\lcN eile, Alexander -l: 
1842 l\lase, Solomon 1 
1796 l\lason, Elisha 2 
1745 lLtson, Joseph 1 
1756 l\Iason, Joseph jr. 1 
1844: l\leaf'oy, Lemuel 0. 1 
1837 l\lerrimnn, Reuben 1 
1844 l\Ierwin, Samuel A. 1 
1823 1\[erwin, Samuel lI. 8 
183-1: l\Iorey, Augustus 1 
1886 l\Iorris, Arvil 1 
177 4 l\Im~s, Amos 2 
1836 l\ioss, Jacob 1 
18-10 l\Ioss, J nm es II. 1 
1786 l\:loss, John 1 
1783 l\Ioss, Levi 1 
1856 Newbury, Joseph A. 3 
1810 Norton, Am~rose 1 
1802 Norton, l\Iiles 5 
1815 l\ioulthrop, ,vnliam 1 
1725 Norton, Samuel 2 
1757 Orton, Samuel jr. 1 
1738 Osborn, Benjamin 1 
1750 Osborn, Benjamin jr. 1 
1801 Osborn, Elinda 1 
1790 Osborn, Jacob 2 
1757 Osborn, Jolm 3 
1784 Page, Jonathan 1 
1840 Palmer, Christopher C. 1 
1793 Parker, Joseph 2 
1785 Parmelee, Amos 1 
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1775 Parmelee, Jehiel 1 
l 73i Purmelee, Jonathan I 
177 4 Peck, Abijan 1 
1772 Pt.'ck, Uenjamin 3 
17 88 Peck, }:lijah 1 
185::! Perkins, Charles L. 3 
17 •lti Phelp$, Edward 1 
17(";0 Phelp~., Edward jr. 1 
1808 Pickett, Ebenezer 2 
1820 Pickett, Rufus 4 
17"25 Pier, Thomas 1 
l 7G0 Pierce, John 5 
1848 Pierpont, Andrew J. 2 
1795 Pierpont, James 3 
1829 Pit-rpont, James ?.I. 1 
17 44 Plumb, Ezra 2 
1851 Pond, Seth 1 
1787 Potter, Israel 1 
1855 Pratt, Francis II. 4 
1755 Prindle, !lark 2 
I 797 Ruy, \Villiam I 
1776 Riggs, Jeremiah 5 
172.3 Root, Samuel 1 
I 7-14 Rossiter, ,Jonathan 2 
1804 Sanford, Daniel I 
1821 Sanford, David C. 2 
1,;33 Sunford, ,Joseph 1 
177 4 Sanford, Jonah 1 
177 5 Sunford, :Moses 1 
1827 Sunford, Nathan 2 
li73 Sanford, Oliver I 
17 93 Sanford, Stephen 2d, 1 
1823 Seymour, Charles 1 
182G Seymour, Origcn S. 2 
1790 Seymour, Samuel 4 
1 ~05 Seymour, Zion 2 
1857 Sharp, Homer 2 
1797 Skinner, Uoger 2 
1775 Skinner, Timothy 2 
17 56 Smedley, Ephraim 4 
1782 Smedley, Gideon 1 
1806 Smedley, Na than I 
1796 Smith, Aaron 1 
1702 Smith, Ahiel 1 
1849 Smith, An~on C. 2 
1771 Smith, Charles 1 
1784 Smith, Charles jr, 1 
I 781 Smith, Eli 3 
1796 Smith, Jacob jr. 2 
1755 Smith, Josiah 1 

1845 Smith, Nathan D. 
1791 Smith, Nathaniel 2J, 1 
1817 Smith, Reuben l 
18:!1 Smith, Simeon 1 
1800 Smith, Solomon 1 
1750 Smith, Stephen 4 
17U8 Spencer, Samuel ,v. 1 
1758 Stanley, Timothy jr. 1 
185 6 Stephen~, Seymour 1 
1786 Stewart, Na than 2 
1791 Stoddard, Briant 2 
1816 Stoddard, Briant jr. 1 
1803 Sto<l<lard, Danid 1 
1833 ~toddard, Daniel B. 1 
1806 Stoddard, Gideon 1 
1826 Stoddard, llarmou 1 
J 853 Stoddard, l lomer 3 J 

1798 Stodclard, James 1 
1732 Stoddard, ~loses 2 
1783 Stoddard, ~loses 2 
1823 8tone, Alvah 4 
1806 Stone, James 2 
1817 Stone, .John 1 
1829 Stone, Leman 1 
1770 Stone, Nonh 1 
1 77 (3 Stone, Reuben 1 
1816 Stone, Solomon 1 
1761 Stone, Stephen 2 
17!)5 Stone, Thomas 3 
1836 Stone, ,v ill is 1 
1771 Strong, Aimhel 1 
17 49 Strong, Josiah 2 
I 727 Strong, 8upply 2 
1736 Sutlifl~John 1 
1761 Tuylor, Ebenezer 1 
1836 Taylor, Phineas 1 
17 55 Tuy lor, Zebulon 1 
1781 Thomas, Joseph 1 
1833 Trowbridge, Stephen 3 
1803 Trowbridge, Thomas 3 
1806 To<l<l, Ebenezer 1 
1797 Tod<l, Eli 1 
1803 Tuttle, Nathan 1 
1815 Turner, Jacob 1 
1837 Turner, Lucius S. 1 
1780 Turner, Titus 1 
1771 Tryon, John 1 
1804 Vaill, Benjamin 1 
1752 Vaill, Joseph 2 
1835 ,Varner, A, ,v. 1 
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1821 \Varren, Horace 1 
l756 Warner, Reuben 2 
l800 Ward, William 1 
l791 Washburn, \Villiam 3 
l807 Waugh, James 1 
1754 Waugh, Robert 2 
1801 Waugh, Samuel 3 
l 787 ,v adsworth, Elijah I 
l728 Walker, Josiah 1 
1734 Webster, Benjamin 2 
1777 Webster, Benjamin 1 
1807 Webster, Claudius 1 
1889 Webster, Lyman 1 
18h4 Webster, Reuben 1 
I 763 Wlch. David 2 
1819 Welch, Garry P. 1 
1837 Wetmore, Elihu 2 
1782 Wetmore, Joseph 1 

1835 Whittlesey, Frederick 1 
I 839 Whittlesey, Jabez 1 
1777 Whittlesey, Roger N. 5 
185 7 \Vheeler, Charles D. I 
I 84 7 Willin.01s, Robert 2 
1808 \Vilmot, Eli 1 
1787 Woodcock, Samuel 3 
1851 Woodruff, Edward 4: 
1816 WoodrufF,EnochJ. 3 
1828 Woodruff, George C. 3 
1794: ,voodrutr, James, 1 
1758 Woodruff, Benjamin 1 
1763 Woodruff, Charles 2 
1812 Webster, Truman 2 
1758 ,v oodruff, Nathaniel 1 
1808 Wooster, Lemuel 1 
1791 W righ4 Jonathan 2d 8 
17 6"7 ,v cssells, Lawrence 4: -...• 

t)rosrcntinu 2ttomits 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LITCHFIELD 

[KING'S ATTORNIES.] 

Samuel Pettibone, Goshen. 
J. ,vhitney, Canaan. 
lteynold Marvin, Litchfield. 
Andrew Adams, Litchfield. 

[STATE'S ATTORNIES.] 

Andrew Adams, Litchfield. 
'rapping Reeve, Litchfield. 
John Canfield, Sharon. 
John .Allen, Litchfield. 
Uriah Tracy, Litchfield. 
Daniel W. Lewis, Litchfield. 
Uriel flolmes, Jr., Litchfield. 
Elisha Sterling, Salisbury. 
Seth P. Beers, Litcl1field. 
Sa1nuel Church, Salisbury (and Litcl1field.) 
Leman Church, Canaan. 
David C. Sanford, N. Milford (and Litchfield.) 
John H. Hubbard, Salisbury (and Litchfield.) 
Julius B. Harrison, New Milford. 
Gideon Hall, Winchester. 
Charles F. Sedgwick, Sharon, (now in office.) 

80 
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<!orporations in £itc1Jfitlb. 

PH<ENIX BRANCH BANK. 
[Incorporated in 1814.] 

PRESIDENTS. 
Benjamin Tallmadge 1814 12 
James Gould 1820 7 
Asa Bacon 1833 14 
Theron Beach 1846 6 
George C. Woodruff 1852 

CASHIERS. 
James Butler 1814 7 
Austin Kilbourn 1821 5 
Henry A. Perkins 1826 2 
Charles Spencer 1828 10 
Theron Beach 1888 1 
Gustavus F. Davis 1839 12 
Henry R. Coit- 1851 

DIRECTORS. 
[ From 1814 to 1869-in the order of their election. I 

Benjamin Tallmadge 
Frederick Wolcott 
.Aaron Smith 
James Gould 
Henry vV ads,vort.h 
Elisha Sterling 
Solomon Rockwell 
Morris Woodruff 
Samuel Buel 
Seth P. Beers 
Joseph Bat tell 
lthamer Caafield 
William Buel 
Jabez W. Huntington 
David Foot 
Erastus Hodges 
Charles L. ,vebb 
David S. Board1nan 
Erastus Lyman 
Daniel Bacon 
Ozias Seymour 
Asa. Bacon 
David C. Sanford 
Origen S. Seymour 

Samuel P. Bolles 
Seth Thomas 
Theron Beach 
Elihu Harrison 
Jolu1 C. Coffing 
Charles Deming 
George C. Woodruff 
William C. Sterling 
E. Champion Bacon 
Benja1nin Deforest 
Oliver Goodwin 
Gustavus F. Davis 
Le1nuel Hurlbut 
John Deforest 
David C. Whittlesey 
Jason Whiting 
Gideon H. Hollister 
,villiam H. Tho1npson 
Samuel Church 
llenry W. Buel 
Edward W. Seymour 
David L. Parmelee 
Abraham C. Smith 
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LITCHFIELD SAVINGS BANK. 
[lncorprated in 1850.] 

PRESIDENTS. 
George C. ,voodruff 1850 3 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1853 8 
Edwin B. Webster 1856 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Samuel P. Bolles 1850 1 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1851 2 
Samuel P. Bolles 1858 3 
Stephen Trowbridge 1856 2 
Jason Whiting 1858 
SECRETARIES AND TREASURERS. 

Gustavus F. Davis 1850 1 
Samuel P. Bolles 1851 1 
Henry R. Qoit 1852 

DIRECTORS. 
[ From 1860 to 1869-in the order of their election.] 

Seth P. Beers Oliver Goodwin 
Charles L. Webb William F. Baldwin 
Josiah G. Beckwith Jason Whiting 
Charles Adams Frederick D. McNiel 
Edwin B. Webster Jesse L. Judd 
Therc,n Beach Abraha1n C. Smith 
Gideon H. Hollister Chauncey M. Hooker 

Henry W. Buel. 

LITCHFIELD BANK, 
[Incorporated 111 1856-organized in 1867.] 

PRESIDENTS. 
,vnlia1n H. Crossman 1857 1 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1858 

CASHIERS. 
Edward L. Houghton 1857 
Frederick E. Harrison 1858 

1 

RECEIVERS i ABIJA.H. CATLIN, 
' l F. E. HARBISON. 
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LITCHFIELD MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COlUPANY. 

[Incorporated in 1833.1 

PRESIDENTS. 

Phineas ~liner 1833 2 
William Buel 1835 6 
William Beebe 1841 10 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1851 

SECRET~RIES. 

Leonard Good win 
Syh·ester Galpin 
Jason \Vhiting 

1833 
1834: 
1841 

1 
7 

TREASURERS. 

OliYer Goodwin 
George C. Woo9ruff 

'1833 
1855 

22 

DIRECTORS. 

lFrom 1833 to 1659-in tho order of their clcctlon 1 

Phineas Miner 
Oliver Goodwin 
Charles L. Webb 
Leonard Goodwin 
Sa1nuel P. Bolles 
Origcn S. Scy1nour 
Albert Sedgwick 
Geor~e C. "\V oodruff 
To1nlinson ,v ells 
Syh·ester Galpin 
Jonathan Carrington 
Apollus ,v arner 
W 1n. M. Burrall · 
David C. Sanford 
Frederick Wolcott 
William Buel 
Elihu Harrison 
Joseph Adams 
Ebenezer W. Bolles 
John M. Holley 
Richard Smith 

Jason Whiting 
Lewis Smith 
Lucius Bradley 
Israel Coe 
Stephen Trowbridge 
,villiam Beebe 
Samuel G. Braman 
Josiah G. Beckwith 
George D. ,v adha1ns 
,villia1u II. Tho1npson 
Le1nan W. Cntler 
David C. \Vhittlesey 
Stephen Deming 
Robbins Battell 
A. S. Lewis 
Sheldon Osborne 
Seth P. Beers 
Abijah Catlin 
Charles Adams 
Philip S. Beebe 
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LITCHFIELD FEMALE ACADEMY. 
[Incorporated in 1627.] 

PRESIDENTS. 

Frederick Wolcott 1827 10 
William Buel 1837 9 
8eth P. Beers 1846 8 

declined. Samuel P. Bolles 1854 
Josiah G. Beckwith 1854 

SECRET .ARIES. 

Truman Smith 
John P. Brace 
Leonard Good win 
Elihu Harrison 
Origen S. Seymour 
Sylvester Galpin 
Samuel P. Bolles 
Henry R. Coit 
Chauncey M. Hooker 

1827 
1828 
1832 
1835 
1837 
1841 
1844 
1854 
1855 

1 
4 
3 
2 
4 
3 

10 
1 

TREASURERS. 
William Buel 
Josiah G. Beckwith 
Henry W. Buel 

1827 
1846 
1854 

19 
8 

TRUSTEES. 

Frederick Wolcott 
James Gould 
William Buel 
Phineas Miner 
Seth P. Beers 
Jabez ,v. Huntington 
Tru1na11 Sn1i th 
John P. Brace 
John R. Landon 
Daniel Sheldon 
Leonard Good win 
Oliver Good win 
Elihu Harrison 
Origen S. Seymour 
Samuel Buel 

Samuel P. Bolles 
Sylvester Galpin 
Jason Whiting 
J. G. Beckwith 
Al bcrt Sedgwick 
Charles Adams 
Gideon II. I-Iollister 
Henry ,v. Buel 
William Deming 
Henry R. Coit 
David E. Bostwick 
Frederick D. McNiel 
Chauncey M. Hooker 
Stephen Deming 
George C. Woodruff 
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LITCHFIELD COUNTY 

IIISTORICAL .Li\ND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 
[lncorporateu in 1856.] 

PRESIDENT. 
Seth P. Beers, Litchfield, 1856 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 
George C. Woodruff, Litchfield, 
John Boyd, Winchester, 
Charles F. Sedgwick, Sharon, 
Abijah Catlin, Harwinton, 
Charles B. Phelps, Woodbury, 
,vnliam Cothren, Woodbury, 

SECRETA.RY. 

1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 dead. 
1858 

Payne Ken yon Kilbourn, Litchfield, 1856 

TREASURER. 
Charles Adams, Litehfield, 1856 

AUDITOR, 
Edwin B. Webster, Litchfield, 1856 

DIRECTORS. 
David L. Parmelee George C. Woodruff 
Herman L. Vaill J a1nes Richards 
D. E. Bostwick P. K. Kilbourn 

J. G. Beckwith. 

LITCHFIELD COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
( Incorporated in 1818.J 

Oli,FICERS FOR THE YEAR 1858-'9 

PRESIDENT, 
JOHN M. W ADHA.~IS, Goshen. 

VICE PRFJ:;IDENTS, 
RoYAL A. FORD, Litchfield. 
GEORGE C. HITCHCOCK, Washington. 
NATHAN HART, Jr., Cornwall. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 
J. G. BECKWITH, Litchfield. 

RECORDING SECRETARY, 
,v1LLI.A.M F. BALDWIN, Litchfield. 

TREASURER, 
E. W. SEYMOUR, Litchfield. 



OFFICERS, ETC. 

LITCHFIELD VIGILANT SOCIETY. 

[Organized in 1828.] 

PRESIDENTS. 
Chosen. 

Stephen Russell 1828 
Enos Stoddard 1832 
Tru1nan Kilbourn 1834 
Norman Kilbourn 1836 
Putnam Kilbourn 1838 
Luman Bishop 1841 
Murray Kenney 1844 
Daniel B. Stoddard 1848 
Prentice Parkhurst 1849 
Willis Stone 1850 
George Kenney 1851 
\Villiam P. Kilbourn 1853 
Daniel B. Stoddard 1856 
Sher1nan C. Keeler 1857 

SECRETARIES. 
Enos Stoddard 1828 
,villiam Coe 1832 
,villis Stone 1837 
Leonard Kenney 1839 
Lucius ,vnmot 1840 
Daniel B. Stoddard 1842 
Lucius Wilmot 1844 
1-Ienry M. Pratt 1849 
Edward Woodruff 1851 
Homer Stoddard 1854 

. 11. L. Kenney 1857 

TREASURERS . 
. \Villiam Coe 
Putna1n Kilbourn 
Leonard Kenney 
Daniel B. Stoddard 
Lu1nan Bishop 
Harmon Stoddard 
Garry G. Potter 
Pr~ntice Parkhurst 
Daniel B. Stoddard 
David Kenney 
George Bradley 

1828 
1833 
1834 
1837 
1839 
1841 
1842 
1844 
1849 
1854 
1857 

.2 
2 ., 
i.) 

3 
4 
l 
1 
1 ,, 
~ 

3 
1 

4 
5 
2 
1 
2 ,, 
~ 

3 
3 

5 

1· 
') ... 
5 
5 
3 

289 
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lnstitutions, Socidics, de. 

THE ELM PARK COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 
~ ~aatbing Sc~nal fur ~o·ns. 

CORNER OF NORTH AND PROSPECT STREETS, LITCHl!'IELD. 

REv. JAMES RICHARDS, D. D., Superi·nte·ndent. 
English and Phil<>!ophical Teacher, & Lecturer on History and Physical Geography. 

JAlIES RICHARDS, JR., A. B., 
Professor of Ancient Languages and Mathematics. 

D. M. C~E, 
Assistant Teacher of .Mathematics. 

W. POWELLE, 
Instructor in French. 

R. VON SCHMIEDEBERG, 
(of. Cornwall,) 

~nstructor in German. 

llOA1tt>. OF VISITORS-1859. 
G. C. WOODRUFF, CYRUS CATLIN, 

,vM. DEMINo, P. K. K1LBouRN, 
IIENRY w. BUEL, CHARLFS ADAMS. 

----.. . . -·· .. - -----

THE WOLCOTT INSTITUTE. 
~ ~oarbing jctonl far ~ans. 

SOUTH STREET, LITCHFIELD. 

REV. D. G. WRIGHT, .llf.. A., RECTOR.· 

OFFICERS FOil THE YEAR 1859. 
RF.TH P. BEERS, President. 
JOSIAH G. BECKWITH, Secretary. 
WM. F. BALDWIN, Treasurer. 
E. B. WEBSTER, l 
H. N. HUDSON, 
WM. F. BALDWIN, Directors. 
J. G. BECKWITH, J 
E. w. SEYMOUR, 

• While this work wu in press, ?tlr. Wriibt re1ii11ed. The vac&Dcy i1 not filled. 



, 

--~--- ----::~ _ _:-~2'--

ELl\I-P ARK COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE-LITCIIFIELD. 
REV. ,JAllES RICHARDS, n. n., SuPEa1:sTENDEsT. 





SOBOOIB, BOOlETl.iiS, ETC. 

THE GOULD SEMINARY. 

~ ~natlring anb ~au cit\nnl fnt Jlmg Jabits. 
North-street, Litchfield. 

Miss HARRIETTE STYLES, Principal. 
Miss WOODWARD, Assistant Principal. 

SPRING HILL, 
LITCHF.IELD, CONN • . 
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Tms Institution is now open for the reception of patients afflicted with Nervous 
Diseases. 

The design is to give the household as much the cliaracter of tl1e family circle as 
possible, and to combine with this the most thorough medical treatment and super­
vision. 

The retired and healthful nature of the situation rendert4 it well adapted to the pur­
pose, and the House bas been fitted up in the most complete manner for this specin.1 
object. 

r enns according to the accommodations required in each cnse. 
For furtber particulars, enquiries may be made of 

H. W. BUEL, ltf. D. 

Connecticut Mining Company. 

[Office in Seymour·s Building, South-street, Litchfield.] 
Officers for 1868-'9.-(Cnpital $200,000.) 

GEORGE G. WEST, President~ 
JOIIN W. BUELL, Secretary. 
II. I-I. l{. ELLIOTT, Assistant Secretary. 
I. M. ASHTON, Trea~mrer. 

I. W. Mickel, 
L. Wheeler, 
W. H. Croasmnn, 
J. S. ~"'isher, 

DIRECTORS. 
C. R. Moore, 
John W. Buell, 
II. Daley, 
A. B. Curtiss, 

G. G. West. 

LITCHFIELD COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
President-ff. M. KNIGI-IT, M. D., Salisbury. 

Secretary-D. E. BOSTWICK, M. D., Litcbfield. 

{
D. B. W. Camp, M. D., 1858. 

Fellows, George Seymour, M. D., 1859. 
31 
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Roll of Representatives from Litchfield. 
[J:o'irst represented in the Legislo.tnre in 1740.] · 

1740. May. Joseph Bird, Ebenezer Marsh. 
October. John Bird, John Buel. 

1'141. Mav. Ebenezer Marsh, John Buel. 
October. Ebenezer Marsh, Samuel Culver. 

1742. Mav. Ebenezer Marsh, Jacob Griswold. 
October. Ebenezer Marsh, Jacob Griswold. 

1743. May. Ebenezer Ma...-sb, John Bird. 
October. Ebenezer Marsh, Joseph Bird. 

1744. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Joseph Bird. 
October. Edward Pbelps, Joseph Bird. 

1745. }lay. Ed ward Phelps. Joseph Bird. 
2d. Mav. Ebenezer :Marsh, Isaac Baldwin. 

October. Ed ward Phelps, Joseph Bird. 
1746. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Joseph Bird. 

October. Ebenezer :Marsh, Joseph Bird. 
1747. May. Thomas Harison, Joseph Sanford. 

October. Thomas Harrison. Joseph Sanford. 
1748. May. Ebenezer :Marsh, Jolin Bird. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, John Bird. 
1749. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Joseph Bird. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 
1760. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 
1761. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 
1752. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Thomas Harrison. 

October. Joseph Kilbourn, Benjamin Webster. 
1768. May. Joseph Kilbourn, BenJamin Webster. 

October. Thomas Harrison, BcnJamin Webster. 
1764. May. Ebenezer :Marsh, BenJamin Webster. 

October. Ebenezer Marsb, Thomas Harrison. 
1765. May. Peter Buel, Be~~in Webster. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Elis a Shelden. 
1766. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Peter Buel. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Peter Buel. 
17&7. Mny. Ebenezer Marsb, Peter Buel. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Elisha Shelden. 
1768. l\foy. Ebenezer Marsh, Elisha Shelden. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Elisha Shelden. 
1760. May. Jacob Woodruff, Elisha Shelden. 

October. Ebenezer l\forsh, Elisha Shelden. 
1760. )fay. Ebenezer l\larsh, Elisha Shelden. 

October. Ebenezer Mnrsh, Elisha Sheldon. 
1761. l\lny. Ebenezer Marsh, Elisha Shelden. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Isn.ac Baldwin. 
1762. Mny. Ebenezer Marsh, Isaac Baldwin. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Isn.ac Baldwin. 
1763. M1w. Ebenezer l\larMh, Isaac Baldwin. 

October. Ebenezer Mar~h, Isaac Bald win. 
1764. Mny. Ebenezer Mnrsh, Isanc Baldwin. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Oliver ,v olcott. 
1766. Mny. Ebenezer Marsh, fanac Baldwin. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, bnac Baldwin. 
1766. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Isaac Bo.kl.win. 

October. Ebenezer Marsb, John Marsh. 
176i. )lay. Oliver Wolcotth John Mnrsh. 

October. Ebenezer Mars , John Marsh. 
1768. )fay. Ebenezer Marsh, John Marsh. 

October. Oliver Wolcott, Jacob Woodmff. 
1769. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Abraham Kilbourn. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Abmluuu Kilboun1. 
1770. May. David Welch, Abraham Kilboun1. 
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October. 0 Ii ver Wolcott, Abraham Kilbourn. 
1771. May. Ebenezer Marsh, ,John Marsh. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Lynde Lord. 
1772. l\lav. Jedediah Strong, L,·nde Lord. 

October. Jedediah Strong, J<>hn Mnrsh. 
1773. May. ,Jedediah Strong, D1wid Welch. 

October. Jedediah Strong, I>uvid W etch. 
1774. Mav. Jedediah Strong, John Marsh. 

October. Jedediah Strong, David Welch. 
1775. May. Jedediah Strong, David Welch. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Abruham Bradley. 
1776. l\lay. ,Jedediah Strong, Abraham Bradley. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Andrew Adams. 
1717. Mav. Jedediah Strong, Andrew Adams. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Andrew Ado.ms. 
1778. Afay. Jedediah Strong, Andrew Adams. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Anclrew Adams. 
1779. May. .Jedediah Strong, Andrew Ado.ms. 

October. ,Jedediah Strong, Andrew Adams. 
1780. Mav. Jedediah Strong, Aiidrew AdAms. 

October. David Welch Andrew Adams. 
1781. May. Jedediah Strong, Andrew Adams 

October. Jedediah Strong, Bezalecl Beebe. 
1782. May. Jedediah Strong, Bezalecl Beebe. 

October. Jedediah Strong, Isaac Baldwin. 
1783. May. Jedediah Stron~, Bezaleel Beebe. 

October. Abraham Brnd ey, Isaac Baldwin, Jr. 
1784. May. Ebenezer Marsh, Isn.nc Baldwin. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Isaac Baldwin, ,Jr. 
1786. May. Jedediah Stronf, Abraham Bradley, 

October. Ebenezer Mars , Jededmh Strong. 
1786. May. Ebenezer Marsh, .Tedediah Strong. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, ,Jedediah Strong. 
1787. May. Ebenezer Mo.rsh, :Ebenezer Benton. 

October. Ebenezer Mo.rsh, Jedediah Strong. 
1788. May. Ebenezer MRrsh, Jedediah Strong. 

October. Ebenezer Marsh, Uriah Tracy. 
1789. May. Jedediah Strong, Urinh Trncy. 

October. Tapping Reeve, Uriah Tracy. 
1790. Mn.y. Ebenezer :Marsh, Uriah Tmcy. 

October. Julius Deming, Urinh Trr.cy. 
1791. Mlly. Julius Deming, Urinh Trncy. 

October. Ephrnim Kirby, Urinh 'frncy. 
1792. Mn.v. Ephraim Kirby, Urinh Trncv. 

October. Solomon l\lu.rs)1, Beznleel Beebe. 
1793. May. John Allen, Uriah Tracy. 

October. Bezaloel Beebe, John Allen. 
1794. Mny. Ephrnim Kirby, Jolm Allon. 

October. Ephrnim Kirby, ,Tohn Allen. 
1796. l\fny. E{chrnim Kirby, John Allen. 

October. l\ oses Seymour, Reznleel Beebe. 
1796. l\ln.y. Moses Seymour, John Allen. 

October. l\loses Seymour, ,John Allen. 
1797. May. Moses Seymour, :Ephmim Kirby. 

October. l\loscs Seymour, Ephrnim Kirby. 
1798. l\fu.v. • fames l\forri!:1,. .Julius Deming . 

October. l\loses Seymour, Ephrtlim Kirby. 
1799. l\lay. Moses Seymour, Eplmiim Kirby. 

October. Ephraim Kirby, John Welch. 
1800. l\fay. Ephrnim Kirby, ,John Welch. 

October. E(ohrn.im Kirbv, J umes l\lorris. 
1801. May. l\ oses Se~·mour, Ephraim Kirby. 

October. Moses Seymour, John Welch. 
1802. l\fay. James Morris, · Frederick Wolcott. 

October. l\foses Seymour, Ephraim Kirbk. 
1808. Mu.y. James l\lorris, Frederick Wo cott. 

October. James Morris, Uriel Holmes. 
1804. l\lay. James l\lorris, Uriel Holmes. 

October. James l\Iorris, U ricl Holmes. 
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1805. May. Jsmes Moms, Uriel Holmes. 
October. James Monis, Uriel Holmes. 

1806. May. Moses Seymour, Norman Buel. 
October. Uriel Holmes, Aaron Bradley. 

1807. May. Uriel Holmes, Aaron Bradley. 
October. Uriel Holmes, Aaron Bradley. 

1808. May. Aaron Bradlev, Aaron Smith. 
October. Nathaniel Good win, Aaron Smith. 

1809. :Mav. Nathaniel Goodwin, Aaron Smith. 
October. Nllthaniel Goodwin, Aaron Smith. 

1810. ?,lay. Moses Seymour, Aaron Bradley. 
October. Moses Seymonr, Aaron Bradley. 

1811. May. Aaron Smith, Moses _Seymour 
October. :&loses Sevmour, Aaron Smith. 

1812. May. Aaron Smith, Moses Seymour. 
October. Morris W oodrutr, Aaron Smith. 

1813. May. Aaron Smith, Morris W oodrutr. 
October. Aaron Smith, MorriA W oodrutf. 

!SU. May. Aaron Smith, Morris W oodrutf. 
October. Uriel Holmes, Morris Woodruff. 

1816. May. William Beebe, Morris W oodrutr. 
October. William Beebe, Jonathan Buel. 

1816. May. William Beebe, Jonathan Buel. 
October. William Beebe, Jonathan Buel. 

1817. May. Jonathan Buel, Ephraim S. Hall. 
October. Jonathan Buel, Ephraim S. Hall. 

1818. May. Stephen Russell, Ephraim S. Hall. 
October. Stephen Russell, Phineas Lord. 

1819. May. Johl! Welch, Phineas Lord. 
1820. May. John Welch, Seth P. Beers. 
1821. May. Seth P. Boers, John Welch. 
1822. May. Seth P. Beers, John \V elch. 
1828, May. Seth P. Beers, Phineas Miner. 
1824. May. David Marsh, :Morris W ooc.lrufl: 
1825. l\lav. David Marsh, Morris ,v oo<lrutl: 
1826. May. Morris Woodruff, Reuben Webster. 
1827. Mny. Phineas Miner, William Beebe. 
1828. May. J11bez W. Huntington, William Beebe. 
1829. May. Phineas Miner, Morris Woodmff. 
1880. May. Stephen Russell, Morris Woodruff. 
1831. May. Stephen Russell, Trumn.n Smith. 
1882. May. Trumm1 Smith, :Elihu Hnrrison. 
1888. Mny. William Beebe, Asa Hopkins. 
1884. May. Stephen Russell, Truman Smith. 
1886. l\lay. Phineas Miner, Elihu Hnrrisou. 
1886. May. Morris Woodruff, Phineas Lord. 
1837. May. Morris W oo<lrufl~ Phinens Lord. 
1888. Mny. Snmuel Buel, William Ruy. 
1830. May. Smnnel Hue}, William Rny. 
1840. May. Frederick Buel, E. Champion Bncou. 
1841. l\lay. Frederick Buol, E. Clm.mton Bacon. 
1_842. Mny. Origen S. Seymour, Enos Sto dnrd. 
1843. l\foy. Ori~eu 8. Seymour, .Enos Stoddard. 
1844. May. Elis m S. Abernethy, Dun Catlin. 
1845. l\foy. Charles Adu.ms, Dau Catlin. 
1846. Ma.y. David llarsh~ George Seymour. 
1847. l\foy. David Marsh, George Seymour. 
1848. May. Samuel P. Bolles, William L. Smedley. 
1849. May. Origen S. Seymour, Christopher Wheeler. 
1860. l\lny. Origen S. SWcmonr, Christopher Wheeler. 
1861. May. Georie C. oodrutf, Thomas M. Coo. 
1863. May. Joshl G. Beckwith, \\'illin.m Newton. 
1863. ?tla.y. Josiah G. Beckwith, William Newton. 
1864. May. (i'rederick Buel, Samuel P. Bolles. 
1866. )lay. Philih S. Beebe, Smnue1 Brooker, Jr. 
1866. May. Josin G. Heckwith, Garry H. Minor. 
1857. May. ·,lo!!inh G. Beckwith, Eclward Pierpont. 
1868. May. Henry 8. Graves, William Bissell. 
1869. )fsl.v Edward \V. Seymour, William Bissell. - -., . 
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NATIVE AND RESIDENT GRADUATES, 
INCLUDING THOSE WHO HA VE RECIVED HONORARY DEGREES. 

NOTE.-This list is not designed to embrace the names of such as have received 
medical degrees only-though some of the number have received tho 11. D. in ADDI­
TIOS to other degrees. In tho first column, the • indicates thnt tho person whoso 
namo is given on the same line, was BORN in this t.own. The fi~res in the same col­
umn denote the number of years the individual lived in Litchfield. The figures in 
the second column, indicate the year of gn,dua.tion. The t after the name, indicates 
an honorary degree. The name of the college is given immediately after that of the 
graduate. 
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30 
26 
• 48 

• • 3 
• • 
65 
• • • 
9 
30 
16 • 16 
16 
• • 
16 
16 
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30 
16 
-Yr 
J/f 
12 
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10 
42 
• • • 60 
27 
9 

1848 
1848 
1825 
1760 
1791 
1840 
1793 
1833 
1838 
1860 
1776 
1810 
1735 
1774 
1801 
1801 
1766 
1827 
1797 
1838 
1822 
1828 
1884 
1843 
1833 
1842 
1800 
1846 
1847 
1846 
1839 
1786 
1861 
1849 
1868 
1838 
1812 
1846 
1850 
1843 
1812 
1836 
1826 
1844 
1806 
1830 
1832 
1827 
1833 
1787 
1822 
1786 
1889 
1761 
1780 
1803 

Edward P. Abbe, Yale, clergyman in Massachusetts. 
Frederick R. Abbe: Y nle, w" " 

Elisha S. Abernethy, Ynle, lawyer-now resides in Bridgeport. 
Andrew Adams, LL. n., Ya.le, Chief ,Justice of Connecticut. 
John Allen,t Yale, lu.w,·er nml member of Congress. 
John W. Allen,t Yale,·lawyer of Clevehmd, Ohio; member of Congress . 
Asa. Bacon, Yale, nn eminent lawyer-died in New Haven in 1857. 
E. Champion Bacon, Yale, lawver, legislntor-died at Seville, Spain, 1846. 
Francis Bacon, Yale lawyer, Senntor, 1\1\jor General . 
Leonard W. Bac01i Ynle-presont pastor of the Firi,t Church, Litchfield. 
Ashbel Baldwin, Yale, formerly Hector of St. llichnel's, Litchfield . 
Charles A. Baldwin, Williams, lllwyer in Stntc of Now York-died 1818 • 
Isanc Baldwin, Ya~eJ lawyer, legislator, clerk of the courts ; died in 1805. 
Isaac Bnldwin,Jr, Iale,lawyerandlegislator;tliodinPompcy,N. Y, 1880-. 
Isaac Bnldwin. 3d, Yale, lawyer-died in 1844, 
Samuel S. Baldwin, Yale, lawyer-died in 1864 • 
George Beckwith, Yale, pnstor of tho church in South Farms. 
Josial1 G. Beckwith, M. n., Union, a practicing physician iu this town. 
Lyman Beecher, D. n., Y nlo, former pastor of tho 1st Church in this town. 
Charles Beecher, Bowdoin, now pastor in Georgetown, MasR, 
Edward Beecher, D. n., Y nlc, lntc Pr~illent Illinois College; n.utl1or, etc. 
George Beecher, Yale, died while pn..11tor of a church in Chilicothio, Ohio. 
Henry Ward Beecheri Amherst, pnstor of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn . 
Thomas K. Beecher, llinois, now pa.c,tor in tlmirn, N. Y . 
Willhim H. Bcocher, t Yule, fonnerly pastor in Midnlotown, etc. 
Frederick D. Beemn.n, Yale, lawyer, and clerk of tho courts. 
Amos Benedict, YtLle, hl\vyer-11icd in thiR town in 1816. 
Andrew D. BenC(\ict, Kenyon, ~:piscopnl clei:gvman, 
Samuel Benedict, Trinitv? Into A~s't Hector l'rinity church, N. I-Inv~•• . 
Alfred H. Beers, M. n., 'l'rmity~ physicinn in Buffalo, N. Y . 
George W. Heers, Trinity, member of the Bar, Litchfiel<l. 
,John Bird, Ynle, ln.wyer in Litchfield & Troy, N. Y.; member of congress. 
Eclwnrd llissell, Yale, lnwycr in Fomlulac, Wisconsin . 
Oscar Bissell, Y alo, pustor of n church in Westminster, N. H . 
Willinm Bi~scll M. D., Y alo, physicittn in Snlisbm7. 
Noah Bishop, Yale, pastor of n church in or near Springfield, Ohio . 
John P. llmco, Williams, tencher, author, editor . 
Charles Loring Brace, Yale, author, Secretitry Children's Aid Soc., N. Y. 
.Jonathn.n Bruce, t n. n., Ynle, now pastor of a church in Milford. 
John J. Brandagc~1 Yule, former Rector of St. l\Iichnel's, Litchfield. 
Solymnn Brown, I nlo, dentist, nuthor, clergyman, New York city. 
Frederick Buel, Ynlo, Agent Amtwicnn Bible Society, Cnliforniu. 
William P. Buel, l\t. D., Ynle, physicinn on On.lifornin. ste:imer. 
Henry W. Buel, M. n., YtLle, physician in his nn.tivc town. 
Dnvicl Buol, Jr., Willin.ms, of Troy, N. Y., ln.wyer, .Judge, regent univ'ty. 
,lm1hun D. Berry, }litltllebury, In.to President S1iclby Colle~e, ·Ky. 
Amos B. Bench, Union, la.to )?ector St. Paul'H, Il:i.ntam Fn1ls. 
Hora.co BuslmelJ, n. 1>., Ynle, pnstor North Church, Hartford: nuthor, etc. 
Du.vi<.\ Butler, D. D ,'t Wtl..c:;hing\011, former Rector St. Michael's. 
Joseph E. Camp, Yale, pastor church i'h Northfield. 
Albert B. Cnmp, Yale, pastor in Dridgcwnter, Ashby, Mass., etc • 
Lynde CatlinlpYtde, merclmnt, 1mcl Pre$ide11t !\lcrchants' Bank, N. York. 
,John Catlin, I tLle, teachur, &c., rc~i,le~ in Northfit\i,l. 
Judah Champion, Ynlc, 2d pa~tor of the firi::t church in this town. 
Amos Cha~c, Dnrtmouth, pn.~tor church in South Farms. 
Sa.muel Church, LL. n., Yule, chief justice of Co1111ccticut. 
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• 1811 
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• 1759 
47 1791 
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• 1824 
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• 1849 
1 1820 
1 1851 
16 1840 
32 1784 .. 1816 
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11 1794 
• 1822 
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• 1802 
• 1820 
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• 1831 
• 1707 
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• 1853 
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• 1800 
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,Jolin Churchill, t Yale, now pastor of a church in Woodbury. 
Timothy Collins, Yale, first JUlstor of U1e first church in this town, 
Ambrose Collinst!ale, went n missionarv to the lmlians, and died. 
Thomas Davies, inlc, former Rector of ~t. Michael's. 
William Deming, Yale, resides in his native town. 
George C. V. Eastman, Middlcbun·, Rector of church in Bantam },alls. 
Samuel 1',ullcr, n. D., Union, Into President Kenyon College, Ohio. 
Fi~her Gny, Yale, colo~el revolutionary am1y; legis!ator, magistmte. 
,James Gouldi LL. D., 1 nle, Judge Sup. Court, principal Law School. 
George Goulu, Yale, of Troy, N. Y., now Judge Supreme Court, N. York . 
,James R. Gould, Yale, lawyer, died in Augusta, Georgia, 1830 . 
Willin.m T. Gould, Yale, Judge Court of Over and Terminer, Augusta, Ga. 
John M. Grant, Yale, colporteur in Marylnml, &c. • 
Wm. H. Guems,e,·, Yale, clergyman; died in Savannah, Ga., 1850 • 
Luther B. Hnrt, Union, lnte pl1..'4tor Baptist church, North Norfolk. 
LRurens J>. Hickok, D. D., Union, now Vice President Union college. 
George A. Hickox, Trinity, now a prncti<:ing lawyer in this town. 
Gideon H. Holliste~t Yale, lawyer, clerk ot the courts, senator. 
Uriel Holmes, ,Jr., l'. ale, lawyer, judge, member of congress. 
Uriel Holmes, Jr., Yo.le, dicll Julv 3, 1818, while member Theo. Sem. And • 
Lemuel Hopkins,t M. D 'Yale, poet, &c. 
Dnn Huntington, Yale, former pastor of the first church in this town. 
Charles P. Huntingtdn, Han•ard, now ,Judge Superior Court, Boston, Ms . 
Jabez W. Huntington, Yale, lawyer, jod~e, member of congress, senator .... 
Willin.m P. Huntington, Hnrvtml, pastor m Muss. and Illinois; artist, etc . 
George J. Harrison, Union, now congregational minister in Milton. 
lsan.c Jones, Yale, minister of St. Michnel's pnrish. 
Benjamin Judd, Yale, pastor in Milton. 
,James Kilbonn1t.J11.Ie, J>n.;tor in Bridgewater, Middle Haddam, & Illinois . 
John Kilb01mi, ta.lo, teacher in State of New York. 
P. K. Kilboum,t Union, author of this volume • 
~:phraim Kirby,t Ynle, lnwyer, lmlge, author of" Kirby's Reports." 
Wm. H. Lewis, t D. D., Kenyon, Rector of Holy Trinity churcli, Brooklyn . 
Dnniol W. LowiR Yale, 111.wyer, state'!! nttornev. ~ 
Samuel Lyman, Y nle, removed to Springfield, 'Mu.ss.; member of congress. 
Lvuclc Lord. ,Jr. Yo.le, diecl in his nntive town in 1818. 
Stephen ~ln.'4on, Williams, former ptL~tor in Wnshington, now in Michigan . 
Reynold Marvin, Yale, lt1wyer, king's attomcy; died here, July SO, 1802. 
Snmnel Mnrsh, Yule, lnwyer in his native town, and in Norfolk, Va . 
Trnmnn MnrRh Y n.lc, Rector of St. Michael's 27 years; died here in 1861 . 
,Tnmcs Morris, Y nle, teacher, mngist.mte, le~iMlt\tor, cn.ptain: clied 1820 . 
.lntTlCS Morris, jr., Ynle, tutor University or Georgia; <l. in Sunbury, Gn . 
Reuben S. Morris, Ynle, lawyer; died in Utica, N. Y., in 1832 . 
Dwight Morris, Union, lt1wyer in BriclgC\lOrt, judge of prolmte, legisllltor • 
Benjamin Osborn. Dartmouth. pnstor in l'imnoutl1, Vt.; nnthor. a. 1818 . 
Isaac Oi;;born, Dnrtmouth, fnrmcr, tcnchcr, deacon; died in Litchfield 1826 • 
,Jcreminh O:;born, Dartmouth, funner died in Litchfield in 1829 . 
,Jncob Osborn, Dartmouth, former 11ml tencher, died in Litchfiel<l in 1821 . 
Etlrnn Osborn, Dnrtm'th, pn.stor 1''1lirficld, N. ,J., 64 yrs; cl. in his 100th yr • 
Solomon P1Llmer, Yule, Hector of St. Michael's; d. ln this town in 1771. 
Bcnjnmin Pnlmer, Yule, cliecl in 1780. 
,Jc!lrn M. Peck,~: ~-!t Hnrvnrd, Iln.ptist }!nstor in Illinois; author; d. 1868 • 
Wm. G. PeckUt Irm1ty, {nlso nt Wost Pomt,) Prof. Mnt. Colum. Col., N. Y. 
Jnmes Pock, niou, mcrclmnt at Ln Crosse, Wisconsin . 
Amos Pcttin~ill, Hnrvnrd, pastor church in South Fnnni;;-1816 to~1822. 
John H. PettmgiH, Ynlc, District Secretary Am. Bonrd-.Albllny, N. Y. 
John Pierpont, Yale, clcrg),nnn in Boston, author, lecturer, poet • 
Clmrles Perkins, Yale, lawyer, died in London, (Eng.,) Nov 18, 18661 & 64. 
Tnpping Rec,•c, LL. D., Princeton, chief justice of Connecticut. 
Aaron Burr Reeve, Yale, lawyer in Troy, N. Y., died in 1809 . 
Tapping Burr Reeve, died in Litchfield in 1829 . 
Jn.mes Richnrds, D. D., Union, now Principal Elm Park Col. Institute. 
,Tames Richnrds, jr., Priaceton, Professor Ancient Lan. and ~fat. in do. 
Rollin Snnford, Ynlc, merchnnt in Brooklvn1, N. Y.; candidate for congress. 
Horatio Selmour, LL D,, Yale, lawyer, {J. $. S~nator from yt 12 ye:1.rs. 
Origen S. Seymour, Yale member of congress, Judge Supermr Court. 
Edward W. Seymour, .y nle lawyer, member present House of Represent's . 
Elisha Sheldon, Y alo, legislator nnd judge; died in Litchfield in 1779. 
Elisha Sheldon, 11. o., Yale, died in 1882; buried in Litchfield • 
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Richard Skinner u.. »., t Middlebury, Governor and chief justice or Vt . 
Aaron Smith, Y ;Je, lawyer, legislator and. merchant; d. in this town in 18H. 
Lucius Smith, Yale, merchant, colonel in war with Gt. Britain, clergyman. 
Reuben Smith, Yale, physician, magistrate, county treasurer; died m 1804. 
Truman Smith, Yale, lawyer, member of congress, U.S. Senator •• 
Jedediah Strong, Yale;. member continental congn3ss, legisla.tor, etc. 
John S. Stone, D, D., union, former Rector of St. Michael's. 
Benjamin W. Stone, Trinity, " " " " 
Storrs O. Seymour, Yale, now a student of theolo~. 
William Sheldon, l al~J merchant, died in France in 1826. 
Benjamin L. Swan,t I ale, now pastor of a ohnrch in Stratford. 
BenJamin Tallmadge, Yale member of con~ 16 years. 
BenJsmin Tallmadge, jr. t i a.le, Lieut. U. S. N.; d. otr Gibraltar in 1830. 
Frederick A. Tallmadge, Yale, Recorder N. Y. city, member of congress. 
Uriah Tracy, Yale, lawyer, member of congress, U. S. Senator, General. 
Joseph Vaill, Dart'tht pastor in Hadlyme; d. 1838 after a ministry of 68 yrs. 
Hermon L, Vaill, 'Yale pastor in East Lvme; also Seneca Falls, N. Y. 
Louis F. Wadsworth, 1'rinit_y, lawyer in 'N. Y. city, Dep. Clerk Assembly. 
Charles Wadsworth, D. D., Union, pastor Arch st. church, Philadolphia. 
Holland Weeks, Dartmouth, pastor in Waterbury, and in Vermont. 
William R. Weeks, D. »., Princeton; d. 1848, & 66. 
John Welch, Yale, merchant,judge, legislator; died in 184,. 
William Welch, Yal~J captain U.S. A.; died in the public service in"l811. 
William H. Welch, talc late chiefjustice of Minnesota Territory. 
Oliver Wolcott, LL. D.1 Governor1, Signer Declaration of Independence, 
Oliver Wolcott, jr, LL. D., Yale, \lovernor, Secretary U.S. Treasury, etc. 
Frederick Wolcott?..)7'ale, lawyer, legislator, judge of probate. 
Ezekiel Woodruff, Ialo, lawyer, AdJutant revolutionary army. 
Curtis T. Woodruffl. Yale, Rector Episcopal church in Woodoury. 
George C. Woodrun, Yale, lawyer1 logislator,judge of probate. 
George M. Woodruff' Yale, now n mw student in Cambridge, Mass. 
Lewis B. Woodruff, Yale, now a Judge Superior Court, New York city. 
Simeon Woodruff, Yale, clergyman, settled n.t tho West. 
Lucius H. W oodrutr. Yale, teacher in Insane Retreat, Hartford; d. in 1862. 
Samuel Whittlesey Yu.le, pastor at \V n.shington and elsewhere. 
Junius M. Willey, 'i'rinity, Rector of St. Michael's; now in Waterbury. 

Physicians who have Practiced in Litchfield. 
NoTE.-The • designates natives of this town. f Those who received tho M. D • 

. 
Timothy Collins,_ from Guilford, tho first clergyman and physician in tho town, 

preached ancl practiced hero from 1721 till lus death in 1777. 
'fhomns Little, from Taunton, came here about 1747-cHed in Northfield of old ago. 
Seth Bird,• b. Jnn. 41 1783-'4; died in this town in 1804. 
Dani~l Huntington, practitioner and drusgist; d. in Woodbury Jleb. 19, 1819. 
Phineas Bradley, practitioner and druggist; became Ass't P. M. Gen'l U. States, 
Snmuel Catlin.~ I:>. Nov. 6, 1739; lived to old age, and died in his native town. 
Hosea Hulbert;! removed to Fairfield county. 
Dnniel Sheldon_,f a native of Hnrtfordt practiced here from 1781 until his death. 
Phineas Smith.• b. Oct. 27, 1769 i liveo and died in his nu.tive town. 
Comfort Bradley,• lived and diea in native town. 
Partridge Parsons,• b. Aug. 22, 1763, d. in Pen Ynn, N. Y., l\Iny 9, 1846, aged 83. 
Uobert Catlin,• surgeou, b. March 29, 1773: d. in his native town ~n 1828. 
Abel Catlin,• b. Murch 18, 1770: died in his native town January 18, 1866. 
John M. West,t died in this town July 27, 1836, aged 4 7. 
Ueuben S. Woodw1ml,t clied in Northfield in 18491 nged 83. 
Isaac Marsh,• died in Cornwall, Sept. 1, 1829, nge<1 68. 
,Joseph Parker, died in South Farms, Feb. 6, 1880, aged 70. 
Wilham Buel,•t President State Medical Soc., d. in this town, Oct. 16, 1861, At. 84. 
Samuel Buel,•t died in this town, July 10, 1864, nged 72. 
Alanson Abbe,t now resides in Boston. 
Manly Peters,t now resides in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Nonnan Landon • t died in this town in 1830 . 
• Jolm W. Russed,•t now resides in Mount Vernon. Ohio. 
Josiah Bnn1es,f now resides in Buffo.Io, N. Y. 
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Moses A. Lee,t died while Professor in the Medical College at Pitl'lfield, Mniis. 
Anson Wildman, practitioner and dmggist: present residence unknown . 
. John 8. \Volcott,t• (son of the last Gov. Wolcott,) dieclin this town in 1844. 
Reuben l\l. W oodrutr,•t died in this town April 29, 184:9, aged 88. 
Charles Vam,•i nowresides in Rochester, N. Y. 
Garry H. Ptlinor,t a. native of Woodbury, now resides in South Fl\rm!l. 
Benjamin Welch, jr.,t from Norfolk, now resides in :O:nlisbury. 
Caleb Tickuor,t died in New York, Sept. 7, 1840, aged 36. 
Samuel R. Chil<.ls,t now resides in ~ratoga Springs. 
William Deming, Jr.,•t now resides in Lenox, Mass. 
James K. Wallace,• no,v n. pmctitioner nt Bnntnm 1',alls. 
George Seymour,•t now a practicing physician in this village. 
A. Sidney Lewis,•t " " " 
Eliada Osbom,•t " " " 
David E. Bostwick,•t " " " 
Orson Ruel,• (botanic,) " " " 
D. It W. Crunp,•t " " Northfield. 

Physicians born in Litchfield but who practiced elsewhere. 

( Not incladcd in either of the foregoing I..ist.'l.] 

.fudnh Champion Ln.ndon, (son of ,J. R. Lnndon, Esq.) died in Kentucky a few yen.rs. 
,fohn Ward Birge, now of Uticn, N. Y. 
Levi Moulthrop, died in early mnnhood nt Rockford, lllinoiil. 
Timothy Pierce, died at tho South. 
Clnrk Sanford, settled in Stnmford and diell there. 
,John Stoclclard emigrated westward. 
Asa Rames, settled in Virginia. 
Uurr Reeve Abbe, Boston, Mass. 
Charles W. Grant, now resides at Ionn, near Nowburgl1, N. Y. 
Anron \V. Gibbs, now of Chicago, Illinois. 
Snmnel Catlin, jr, formerly of Watertown: now in l\lichignn. 
Egbert Gucn1sey, author, Professor, nnd prnctitioncr, New York city. 
OziM Lewis, jr, of Kosciusco, Mississippi. 
Isanc ~- Russell, died in Mount Vernon, Ohio. 
,To!!eph W. Camp, late ofllristol-now of Wisconsin. 
1''rcd'k B. Woodward, former physic inn in Woodbury-now Uect.or ch. in Bethany. 
A~a C. Woodwnrcl, now of Bethany. 
Elijah A. Woo"dward, now of Madison, Wisco11.qin. 
Wnrrcn Smith, died in Stillwater, N. Y., Nov. 1806. 
Ephraim Smedley, of North Enst, Pennsvlvnnin. 
Abel Urncu, of Catskill, N. Y.-lnto coroner of Green co. 
Henry Holmes, of Hurtforll-Hcnlth OJlicer, Alms House Physicinn, Coroner. 
George Bi&c;oll, Into of Dutches county, N. Y., now of Cnliforuin. 
Chnrles J. Kilbourn, of Staufordvillo, Uutchos co., N. Y.; died in th.is town in 1862. 
Jmnes B. Kilbourn, of Hinds county, Miss.; died there in 1837. 
Wnshiugton Irving Wright, surgeon in tho U. s. Army. 
Oliver Wolcott, died iu Culifornin in 1856. A son ol1 Colonel Olivers., he was the 

Inst oft he Wolcotts in tho line of the three Governors. His remains were brought 
to Litchfield for intennent. 

Joseph Hn111 diedrcccntlv at North Enst, Penn. 
Augu~tus B1~scll, PennsS•lvo.nin. 
l>tlniel H. Moore, die(\ in New Haven in 1849. 
\\'niter Peck, <lied in Go!-lhen Nov. B, 1884, nge<l 24. 
Horu.tio M. Bnltlwin, died in Binghamton, N. Y., in 1842. 
l\hncus M. Wood, of Greene, Chenl\ngo county, N. Y. · 
HenrY Pierpont, of Nllugntuck. 
Churies H. Webb, of Woodburv. 
Zephaniah Webb, of New York citv. 
Moses M. Seymour, of Painesville;owo. 
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Town or Litchfield. 
1'RB town of Litchfield is situated near the geographical centre of the County of 

Litchfield, of which it is the shire town or seaf of]ustice. It is claimed, (by tliose 
who have from time to time sought to divide it;) that it is the largest township in the 
State-bein2 eight miles north and south by nme miles east and we.~t. It is 82 miles 
west of Harti"ord, 86 mile north-westerlr from New Haven, and about 100 miles north­
easterly from New York. It is bounded north by Comwa!IJ Goshen and Torrin~o; 
south by Bethlem, Watertown and Plymouth; east bv Harwinton, from which it 
is separated by the Nau~tuck river; and west by Warren and Washington. The 
Naugatuck, Shepaug and Bantam rivers, and some of their branches, pass throup 
the town, affording an abundance of wat.er-power. Bantam Lake, which lies wholly 
in this town, is the largest. lake in the State, covering an area of 900 acres. The 
Little Pond coYers about 16 acres; and Cranbeny Pond is still smaller. Mount Tom 
Pond lies ~yin Was~ngton and partly in this town. The surface of the town is 
gently roUmc, liere and there breaking into abrupt ridges or bluffs. The highest of 
these is Mount Tom, some six miles south-west of the village, which reaches an al­
titude of TOO feet above the river at its base~ or, according to President Dwi~ht, 
1600 feet above the level of tide-water. From rrospect Mountain, about four miles 
west of the Court Bouse, may be seen the Co.ttskill mountains, west of the Hudson. 
A l!'l'P pro~on of the land in the vallies and on the hill-sides, is easily tilled, and 
yields abunclant cro~. The balance is profitably used for meadow, pasturage and 
wood-land. Some of the most beautiful and diversity landscapes in New England, 
are to be met with in this town. In 1800, the total amount of the Grand List of Litch­
field was 1107' ,164 27'-of which sum $51,687' 67' was for the J.t~irst Society ; 826,882 02 
for South Farms; SH,7'40 46 for ~orthfield; $18,865 13 for Milton. In 1610, there 
were in the town .f08'7 acres of plow-land; 7'298 acres of meuJow and clear pasture; 966 
acres of boggy meadow that was mowed; 294 acres do. not mowed; otlier meadow 
1812 acres; 98'8 acres bush pasture; 4408 acres first rate wood-land; 87'89 acres 2d 
rate do.; 47'66 acres 3d rate do. Since that date, the plow-land, meadow and cleared 
pasture have sreat1y increased; while the area of wood-land has decreased in a like 
ratio. Wood 1s now so scarce and high in our borough market, that some of our 
peo:elehave already commenced burning Pennsylvania mineral coal. 

Litchfield contains four incorporated Ecclesiastical Societies and twenty-eight 
School Districts. The societiea are, Litchfield, South Farms, Northfield, and Milton. 

The Naugatuck Railroad runs through the entire length of the township from north 
to south-tlle Litchfield Station being about four miles from the Court House. 

The population of Litchfield in 17'66, was 1,866; in 1774,_ it was 1,664; in 1600, it 
was 4,2-ST; in 1810, it was 4,689. From this time, the tiao of emigration began to 
set so strongly westward that our papulation commenced decreasing. In 1820, the 
census-taker gave us 4,610; while m 1860, our population was but 8,987. 

In hotly contested elections, more than 1,000 votes have.been polled in this town. 
Though the population of the Town has thus decreased, the Borough has gradually 

increaaecl ita numbers, and bas been constantly improving in rural beauty. 
In 1848-'9 the New England Mining Company commenced mining for copper in the 

" Pitch," four miles south-east of this viflage; and about the same time, another 
company with the famous P. T. Barnum at its head, began digging iif the same vicin­
ity. Both these com_panies were unsuccessful. Barnum1 in his examination before 
his creditors in New York, put down as one item of loss, ' $10,000 sunk in a Litchfield 
copper mine." . 

Iri other parts of the town, however, miners hava met with better success. About 
two miles north-east of Cle village, on the form of Mr. Beach, a shaft has been sunk 
26 feet in depth, by Messrs. Sedgwick and Buell. The vein or lode is 14 feet in width, 
composed of pure quart~ with a slight mixture of felspar. In this vein is found a 
very J>Ure gray Copper vre, yielding by analysis 79 1-2 per cent. of copper. A 
bevel has been driven 140 feet, which whe completed, will mtersect tho vein at 50 
feet in depth. In this vein are also found great quantities of small pure sarnets, 
which are as yet too small to be made valuable as articles of commerce. This vein, 
bearing nearly a north and south direction, can be traced for a distance of three miles. 
On the farm of Mr. Gilbert, half a mile from this location, was recently found an old 
shaft. 16 feet deep, which is supposed to have been sunk long before tho Revolution. 
This has been cleaned out, and sunk 80 feet upon a sma.11 vein of iron and copper run­
ning to~ther. The q_uantity of copper found is not yet sufficient to render the dig­
ging profitable-the mme having been but partially developed. 

The lands of the Connecticut Mining Company, on Prospect Mountain, promise au 
abundant return for funds invested and labor performed. Disinterested parties wbo 
have visited these lWJ,l:l, and others who have analyzed and smelted their copper 
nickel and silver ores pronounce the percentage of pure metal to be much greater tbW: 
that of some the celebrated English mines. The enterprize is this company deserves 
and will receive a rich reward. 

32 
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Litch~ld Borough Corpontlon. 
At the May Sesaion of the Legislature or this State, 1818, the inhabitant.a of this 

TilJllge presented their memorial, praying for a Borough Charter. In their petition 
they state that '' the houses are as contiguous as they are in many of our cities ; that 
the.Public Schools, which for many years have been established in this village, make 
a great addition to its o~ population;,, that on account of their local situation 
and compact settlemen~ they are, as they conceive, in an unusual degree ex~ed to 
il\iurr from fire," &o. The application was successful; and the petitioners and their 
uaoc1ates, residing within the limits prescribed, " were constituted and declared to 
be forever thereafter, a body corporate in fact and in name, by the name of the O>r­
poratima uj the Village Qf Litchjield." The powers vested m the coTpOration were 
similar to,those of the ordinary borough charters of this state, viz., to levy taxes for 
the purchase of fire-engines, fire-hooks, ladders, and such other improvements as 
should be deemed necessary to protect the village ~nst fires; to order and direct in 
all matters relating to side-walks, shade-trees, and the sinking of public wells and 
pumps; to restrain cattle, sheep, and geese from rnnning at la.rge in the public high­
ways; and to pus such by-laws and regulations, with suitable penalties attached, as 
might, from to time, be thought necessary for the attainment or the objects contem­
plated in the charter. The officers designated in Lthe act of incorporation1 were, a 
Pruidewt, Treaiurer, and Curle, (who were in all cases to be chosen by oallot,) a 
lollulor of Tazu, and a number of Fire- Warden, not to exceed ten1 together with 
such other officers not enumerated as should be ioecessary to carry tne by-laws and 
the provisions of the charter into effect. In case the collector should refuse or ne_glect 
to collect the tax according to the tenor of the warrant committed to him, the Presi­
dent must " issue '.hia warrant directed to the Sheriff of the county of Litchfield, or 
hia deputy, to distrain the sums or rates neglected by such coilector to be collected, 
to be paid out of the estate of said collector." The Assessors were to be appointed 
by the County Court. 

The first meeting of the inhabitants of the Borough under the charter, was held on 
the 17th of June, 1818, at which the following officers were electetl, viz., Bon. Fmm­
JtBICK WoLCOTT, Pre.ident; Dr. W1LLIAM BUEL, Treasurer; and JOSEPH An..t11s, 
Clerk. A committee !of five was ap_pointcd to prepare a code &of ~y-Laws for the 
Borough, viz. Seth P. Boers, Julius Deming, Asa Ba.con, Phineaa Miner and Ozias 
Lewis. At an adjourned meeting holden on tl1e 20th of June, it was vo~ to choose 
a Bailiff" by ballot; and Dr. Abel Catlin was elected to that office. Benjamin Tall­
madge, Asa Bacon and Charles L. Webb, were appointed a Committee of Inspection; 
and Ashbel Marsh was chosen Key Keeper. 

These gentlemen constituted the first list of officers of our corporation. It is sad 
to note the inroads which death has made in their ranks in the lapse of forty y_ears. 
The President7 Treasurer, Clerk, and Bailiff, together with Messrs. Deming, Miner, 
Tallmadge ana Bacon, n.re i.Jl with the dead. 

At the regular annual meeting in September, 1818, Judge Wolcott was re-elected 
President; Dr. Buel, Treasurer; and Mr. Adami, Clerk; Messrs. Roger Cook, Am­
brose Norton, Moses Seymour, Jr.\ Oliver Goodwin and James Trowbridge, were 
chosen Fire Wardens. At an adJourned meeting, Asa Bacon, Esq., was chosen 
Bailiff; Charles £. Webb, Leonard Goodwin. Jona.than Carrington, o.nd Ambrose 
Norton, Anista.nt Bniliff"s; and Leonard Goodwin, Collector. 

The first Board of Assessors consisted of Erastus LY!llan, Esq., Gen. Morris 
Woodruff, and John N. Guun, Ei;q. The amount of the Grand List of the Borough, 
Oct., 1818,} as returned b_l' the Assessors, was $128,918.66. 

In 1820, the Hon. Uriel Holmes was elected President of the Borough. In 1824, be 
was succeeded by Dr. William Buel who held the office for twelve years. His suc­
cessors have been the Hon. Phineas Miner, Jose_ph Adams1_ Esq.z.. Dr. J. G. Beckwith, 
Garwood Sanford, Henry B. Graves, and P. K. Kilbourne, i.,_ D. Heeman, and John H. 
Hubbard. 

In 1828, the second general assessment .of the village was made by Samuel Sey­
mour, Frederick Wolcott, and Jonathan Carringtol_b Esqrs., (gentlemen appointed for 
that purpose by the County Court,) nnd did not diner materially in amount from that 
made in 1818. The assessment of 1836 amounted to $140,627; that of 1So8, to 
$148,626; showing a jtra<Jual increase in the actual value of the real estate of our vil­
l&g!', from the date of'its incorporation to the present time. 

The viJlage now (1869) contains something over 200 dwellings, stores,· offices, and 
shops; 4 houses of Public Worship, three of which have chapels annexed; a Court 
Ho11Se, Jail, and County House; two Banks, one Sa.vil!gs Bank, one weekly news­
_paper, three Hotels, an Insunmce Office, three Public Halls in addition to the Town 
Hall and Court Boom,. t~ee _High. Schools ( one for young ladies and two for 
young gentlemen;) also, 1t 1s the residence of five clergymen, seveu physcians and 
ten lawyers, exclusive of those who have summer residences here. ' 
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Professor BEN.JAKIN SJI,LDUX1 LL. D., of Yale Oo~J in 1890, published in bia 
Journal of Science, an account of a Jolll'Dey through ~ew Englalid. Of this vil-

18"'Li~~ saysld: Hill · b tiA.' t. 0 . . l . d h whfie IS a eau aw spo ne pnnc1pa street, (mtersecte , oweTer, 
by some cross streets,) extends more than a mile in length, and conta.ios a collec­
tion of very handsome houses, with ~rdens and court-yards. The houses and 
appendages are generally painted white; and it is rare to see so considerable a 
number of houses in a country town, where nearly all apparently belong_ to the 
~ntry. In E•gland, such a town would be a wonder; and here, connect.ed as it is 
with the rich agricultural country which surround~ it, swelled into bo•1.utiftd hills and 
s~ooped into luxuriant vallies, everywhere crowned with livelv verdure n.ud with cul­
tivated fields-it presents a very interesting and gratifying spectacle.,, 

COUNTY OFFICERS, PROFESSIONAL MEN, MERCHANTS, &c., 
REsIDIHG IN THE BOROUGH OF LITCHFIBLD-1869. 

Hroa SnBill'JJ'.-Leverett W. Wessells. 
DEPUTY SBBBIF ... -Edward o. Peck. 
Couirrr CLBB1t.-Frederick D. Beeman. 
Counr TBBASU:aE&-Charles L. Webb. 
JuwnCES•oF TRB PBACE.-Charles Adams, John H. Hubbard, Henry 8. Gravos• 

George C. Wood;tdf, P. ~- Kilbourn, Edward W. Seymour, Frederick D. Beeman, 
Wm.-L. Ransom,-G. A. Hickox. 

MEMBERS OF TRI!: BAn.-Seth P. Beers, (retired from practice,) Origen S. Sey­
mour, (Judge Superior Court,) G~rge C. Woodruff, John H. Hubba.rd, Gideon H. 
HoJlister, Henry B. Graves, George W. Beers, William L. Ransom, E. W. Seymour, 
Frederick D. Beeman, George A. Hickox. 

PBYSICIANs.-Josinh G. Beckwith, A. S. Lewis, George Seymour, David E. Bost­
wick, Henry W. Buel, Eliada Osborn. Orson Buel, Botanio. 

CLERGYMKN.-Leonard W. Bacon,_pastor 1st congregational church· H. N. Hudson, 
Rector St. l\fichael's church; James Richards, D. D., Principal Elm-Park Collegiate 
Institute; Joshua. D. Berry, Rector Episcopal church, Plymouth; William Howard, 
pastor 1st Methodist church. 

MERCH.ANTs.-Charles L. Webb, .T. G. Beckwith, W. Ji,. & G. H. Baldwin, Silas 
N. Bronson, Wm. ,vheeJer; C. Rinehart, Charles 11'. HitdioJ), Theodore S. Sedgwick, 
A. C. Smith, George Munger, Frederick D. McNicl, Wm. H. Hrnma.n, L. 0. l\feafoy, 
Wm . .Munson, Henry W. Adams, Samuel Clock. Thomu.s H. Richards, 'Ed,vard Coe. 

DENTIBTs.-E. \V. Blake, Edward Crossmnn.1 
Daguerreotyput-Jesso L. Judd. 
Jetoellers.-Rcuben Merriman, Christian Rinehart. 
Furniture JVare-house.-David C. Bulkeley. 
Dealer in Stoves, ijc.-Garwood Sanf orcl. 
~tfeat-Mtwkets.-Robert Merri mun, I~gbort T. W arnor. 

Tho profos!;ionnl men now ro!liding in other pnrts of the town n.re-Ruv. D1wid L. 
Pnrmelee, pastor congrcg1Ltional church in South lt'nrms; Rev. Goorp;e J. H1trriso11, 
miniRtor congrcgat.iono.1 church in Milton; Rev. ,J. R. Willhum~, Rector St. Pn.ul's, 
Bnnt1Lm .14,alls,.and Trinity. Milton; Rev. J11.ckRon Gumm, p11stor of tho Baptist church 
in Bantam J!,alls; Rev. Hermon L. Vo.ilJ, retired congregational minist.or. Dr. Garry 
II. Minor, South Farms; Dr. D. B. W. Co.mp, Northtlcld; Dr. James K. Wu.lluco, 
Uantam 1.4,nlls. 

( Of the 14 practicing phy_sicians i~ tl~is town thirty y~nrs ngo,_( 18291} two only re­
main among us, Dr. Beckwith, of tlus -Y1llnge, and Dr. Mmor, of South l4 arms.) 

(1.-,rom the Litchfield Monitor.] 
L1TOHFIELD, March 29th, 1786.-" Died on the 27th inst., in this town, .Mrs. Sar11h 

l\lcNeil, wife of Capt. Archibald McNeil in tho 78d year of her age. She shared 
largely in the vicissitudes of fortune. In her native country she was brought uf. 
under el\SY affluent circumstances. In crossing tho Atlantic they were shipwrecke( , 
lost their only child, and an affluent fortune. By the Divine blessing upon their inde­
fatigable indt1stry, they procured a handsome interest. To her, emphaticnlly, be­
longed that character or o, virtuous woman, Prov. xxxi. She was very steady and 
devout in her attendance upon divine worship and ordinances-was exemplary pious, 
and hopefully died in the Lord. Hor works do follow her." 
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Temperance In Lltehfteld Seventy Years Ago. 
[Said to have been the earliest Temperance Organization in the world.] 

"So many are the avenues leading to human misery, that it is impossible to guard 
them all. Such evils as are produced by our own folly and weakness are widun our 
p<>wer to avoid. The immoderate use which the people of this State make of Dis­
tilled Spirits, is undoubtedly an evil of this kind. It is obvious to every person of 
the smallest observation, that from this pernicious practice follows a train of evils 
difficult to be enumerated. The morals are corrupted, property is exhausted, and 
health destroved. And it is most sincerely to be regretted that from a mistaken idea 
that distilled" spirits are necessary to laboring men, to counteract the influence or 
heat, and give relief from severe fatigue, that a most valuable class of citizens have 
been led to contract a habit of such dan~rous tendency. Hence arises the inability 
to pav public taxe.,, to disch~ private debts, and to sup_port and educate families. 
Seriously considering this subJect, and the frowns of DiVtne Providence in denying 
many families in this part of the coa.n~ the means of a comfortable subsistance the 
present year, by failure of the principal crops of the earth; we think it peculiarly the . 
duty of every good citizen to unite his efforts to reform a practice which leads BO 
many to pov-erty, distress, and ruin. Whereupon we do hereby associate, and mutu­
allf agree, that hereafter we will carry on our business without the use of distilled 
Spirits as an article of refreshment, either for ourselves, or those whom 1'e employ, 
and that instead thereof, we will serve our workmen witn wholesome food, and com­
mon simple drinks of our own production. 

Ephraim Kirby, Archibald McNeil, 
T1moth_y Skinner, Abraham Bradley, 
David Buel, I. Baldwin, Jr., 
Julius Deming, T. Reeve, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, Collier & Adam, 
Uriah Tracy, Tobias Cleaver, 
Ebenezer Marsh, Amos Gajpin, 
Moses Seymour, Thomas Trowbridge, 
Samuel Marsh, S. Shethar, 
James Stone, Solomon Buel, 
Snmucl Seymour, Bryant Stoddard, 
Daniel Sheldon, Abraham Peck, 
Ozins Lewis, Frederick Wolcott 
Lawrence Wessells, Nathaniel Smith 2d, 
Elijah Wadsworth, John Allen, 
Alexander Catlin, John We!cn, 
Reuben Smith, Arthur Emmons. 
Lynde Lord, 

Ry Necessity and on Principle, in consequence of little experiment and much ob­
servation, I have effectually adopted and adhered to the salutary plan heroin pro­
posed during several months past, and run still resolved to persevere until convinced 
that any alteration will be productive of some greater good, whereof at present I have 
no apprehensions whilst Human Nature remains the same. 

Latch.field, 9th May, 1789. J. STRONG." 

Sia very f n Litchfield. 
From sixty to eighty years ago, mnny of the wealthy people in thfs town owne\'l 

nogro slaves. Some were voluntarily emancipated by their owners; while othera 
were liberated by the laws which have from time to time been passed on the subject. 
In 1800, the census shows only seven slaves in this town. The 'institution' is now 
extinct among us, though some wh.o were born slaves are still living_here. 

The following document, executed by the first Governor Oliver Wolcott, we find on 
our town records: 

"Know all men by these presents, that I, OLIVER WoLCOTT, of Litchfield, in the 
state of Connecticut, in expectation that my negro servant man,_ Oeaar, wiJ11 by his 
industry, be able to obtain a comfortable subsistence for himeeit: and that ne will 
make a 1>roper use of the freedom which I h('lreby give him, do discharge, liberate, 
and 11et free, him, the said Uesar, and do hereby exempt him from any further obli­
gations of servitude to me, my heirs, and from every other ~rson claiming an_y au­
thority over him, by, from, or under me.- And that my said _servant, whom I now 
make free as aforesaid, may be known hereafter, b;r a proper co~omen, I hereby 
give him the name of Jamu,, so thn.t hereafter he is to be known and distingu_ished by 
the name of Quar Jamm. As witness my hand and seal, in Litchfteld,-November 
twenty-third day, A. D. 1786. 

In presence of } 
MARY ABN w OLCO'IT, 
FBEDBBicK WoLCO'rr. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. [L. s.] 
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LITCHFIELD. ooum· CnTENNilL CELEBRATION. 
Oa the 18th and 14-th days of August, 1861, the One Hundredth annive~ of the 
~n of Litebfleld County was celebrated with appropriate ceremonies in this 
~ A Committee of Arrangements had been ~reTiously appointed in ea.r.b town 
in the coun~-that for Litcbfiela consisting of the Hon. Samuel Church, George C. 
W~ EsQ •• Rev. David L. Parmelee, Hon. William Beebe and Jon,than Buel, 
~- The following gentlemen comJ!OSed the Central Committee, viz., Hon. Seth P. 
Beers,__(Chairman,) Hon. Origeo S. Seymour, G. H. Hollister, Edwin B. Webster and 
Wm. H. Thompson, ~ra1_!lll of Litchfield: Col. Robbins Batten, of Norfolk, Hon. 
David C. Sanford, of New milford, and Rev. Jonathan Lee, of Salisbury-. 

An immense crowd of returning emi~nts from the county, and otJiers were pres­
ent. The ~t Tent belonging to Yale College was spread on the West Park, under 
which the public services too& place-aonsisting of an Historical Address by the Hon. 
Samuel Cliu~ LL. D.,.. of Litchfield, the then Chief Justice of the State; a Dis­
coune, no' The~ of Homespun,• by the Rev. Horace Bushnell, D. D., of Hartford, 
a native of Litchfield; and a Poem, by the Rev. John Pierpont, of Medford, Mass. 
alao a native or this town. . 

The following were the Ofticen of the Day: 
Gen. DANIEL B. BRINSMADE, of Washington, Presideni. 
Gen. IL C. Abernethy, ' 1 
·Boil. Ro~r H. lfllls 
John Buckingham1 ~-, Vice Presidents. 
Bon. Charles B. Pnelps, 
mram Goodwin, ~-, 
llltjor-General Williaut,_ T. Kins:, of Sharon, Chief Marshall. 
Col. William F. Baldwin, of L1tcb1leld, and 21 others, Marshals. 

· 0a the second 4&,y of the celebration, addresses were made under tho Tent by the 
B-. 111881'8. Daniel S. Dickinson, Amasa. J. Parker, F. A. Tallmadge, David Buel, 
George W. Holley, George-Gould, Henry Dutton, &c. Letters were read, songs and 
hymns were sung: olcf acquaintances were. renew~. and new one formed; and1 tliouah ftiends and strangers came in tboueaui)s, fie "talitl of our people proven 
!-1>un<lant. The 18th and 14:th of Augest, 18&1, are days t twill long be remembered 
10 our local calender. 

0:,-The drawing on the opposite page, was made by Mr. JuLBB BuscHJ {a native 
of Dresden, Germany,) who, m 1861-'2, was a teacher of Dm.wing, etc., in tnis village. 
He was subsequently a Professor of the Fine Arts in the State Normal School. On his 
return from· a visit to his native country in the autumn of 1868, be perished at sea, 
with 600 others, by ehe burning of the steamship Austri~ 

ZEBULON GIBBS'. NARRATIVE. 
{Zebulon Gibbs was born in Windsor Aug. 19, 1711; died in Litchfield Jan. 8, 1808.J 

"IIEXoms ~F CAPT. ZEBULON G1eus.-Some memoirs of my life may not be un­
interesting. I came to Litchfield in the year 1'120, then bein~ in my tenth year. There 

'were.alum-but three families living within the limits of L1tcbfield, viz., John Peck, 
Capbiln Jacob Griswold, and Ezek:1el Buck. Said Griswold was taken by two Indi­
ans in tile month of May, 1722, and carried as far as Canaan ; and in tho succeeding 
night, when the Indians were RSleep, said Griswold took their guns and mn.de his es­
ca~ and returned to the town next day-though he was followed by the Indians 
within sight of the houses then standing 011 tbe now town plat. In the so.me year, in 

. the month 0£ Aupt, Josel?h Harris WM killed and scalped by the Indians. On tho 
day that said Harris was k:tlled, I was solicited by him to go with him out to the Plain 
west of the town, to drive his team; but as there was no guard going that day to that 
part of the town, I refused to go with him. He then went alone; but when the news 
came into town that Harris was killed, there was an alarm made, and the people rallied 
out in aearch of him, and I WRS the first who found him dead. 

I am now the oldest man living in the county of Litchfield, save one. I attended 
the Int funeral that WM ever attended in this town, of a white person. I have been 
a ~ty hunter in my early life; I have killed five Deer in this town in one day. 

I went u~ to Tlcondero~ in the late revolutionary war, with Colonel Hinman. I 
waa active m the French War in the year 1766, till the year 1762. I was a conduct.or 
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of t.eams and h~ by which means I obtained the title of Captain. I married about 
th~ • ol H, and lived with my wife 62 years, and she died-by whom I had nine 
children; three died young, and six lived to settle in the world in the marri• state. 
I have had 48 grandchildren, 188 great-gralldchildren, and sundry of the 6th ~ 
tioo, but the number I cannot aacertain. I am now 91 years old. I have el\)oyed a 
finn constitution. I was able the last summer to mow and reap, and very probably 
shall do some this season. 

I cannot boast of holding many places of office and trust in this town, though I have 
been a Nuisance Committee above for_ty years, and have endeavored to be faithful in 
removing encroachments from the highways. But the young ones are now rising up, 
and think they know more than the old man: but I am alift yet.,_thoup I have ex-
perienced almost everyth~ but death. ZEtsULON Gm BS. 

Litchfield, June so, 1802. ' 

The Press and Politics. 
On Tuesday December 21, 1784, was issued in this town the fint number of 

"The Weekly Monitor..! and American Advertizer," printed by Collier & Copp, "in 
the south end of the liourt Ho1188." It contains only three Litchfield advertizo­
ments, viz.. 1. That of William Russell, St.ocking Weaver, [ from Norwich\. England,] 
who announced that he was ready to make " worsted, cotton and linen Jacket and 
Breeches Patterns, men's and women's Stoekings, Gloves, and Mitts." 2. That of 
Zalmon Bedient, BarberJ... who otrers cash for human Hair, at his barber's shop "a few 
rods north of the Court House in Litchfield." 8. That of Cornelius Thayer, Brazier, 
who gives notice that he carries on business at the shop or Col. Miles Beach, in North 
streetr-at which shop the Jewelers' and Silversmith's business " is carried on as 118Ual 
by said Beach." 

The Monitor was continued for a period of 2i years: for 16 years of which, it had 
no rival in the town. It was printed on a sheet about one-third the present size of the 
Litchfield Enquirer-with course ~. and coarse blue paper. A smgle compO!)itor 
might have set the type in a single day for all the new matter which was contained 
in some of the weekitissues. Yet it is a most interesting epitome of the oldon times. 
From it we are able to glean very many facts and events in the history of this town 
and county, which are preserved no wliere else. Until after the advent of the present 
century, both the town and county were federal in their politios; and the Monit.or was 
was at once the organ and the oracle of the federal party in this region. 

In August, 1806, two young printers-Messrs. Sellick Osborn nnd Timothy Ashley 
-ca.mo to this town and established 'f11E WITNESS, a violent democratio newspaper. 
The Witness was edited by MT. Osborn, who, though a man of talents and energy, 
wns a most unscrupulous partizan nnd bitter satirist. Though there was a formida-­
ble minority of democrats m the township n.t tl1is time, Litchfield Hill was the strong­
hold of Federalism. Ta1lmadge, Reeve, Wolcott, Deming, Gould, Tmcy, Holmes, 
Allen, Aaron Smith Rev. Messrs. Champion and Huntington, and indeed nearly all 
the leRding men of the village,were Federalists, and looked upon Jefferson as an infi­
del and reprobate. Subsequent to tho Presidential Election of 1800, (which resulted in 
the choice of Jefferson to tho Presidency,) the partizan sermons n.nd prayers ot' Messrs. 
Champion and Huntington of the congregational church had driven several of their 
church members (including Dencon Lewis) to Episcopacy. Ou one occasion, after 
a political sermon from Parson Huntington, his venerable colleague, Father Cham­
pion, pmyed first and fervently for" thy 1ert1ant the President of the United States" 
(John Adams;) and concluded thus-" And, 0 Lord! wilt thou bestow upon tho Vice 
President (Jefferson) a double portion of Thy grace, for Thou Lwweat he need, it!" 
The summary withdrawal of so many members, caused the first church no·little em­
barrMsmont. A formal expulsion was proposed; but some of them occupied high 
social ~itions, and others were nearly allied to remaining members. The matter wo,s 
finally adjusted by a simple withdrawal of tho " watch and fellowship" of the cllurch 
from the the seceders. The feeling of hostilit~ between federalists and democrat.s 
wns such thn.t prominent men livin~ fue same neighborhood refused to recognize each 
other when they met; federal ladies refused even to make forma.l calls at the houses 
of their democratic neighbors; and the children of federalists were forbidden to as­
sociate with those of the bated democrats. Such was the state of feeling on Litchfield 
Hill when The Witness opened its batteries on the ranks of Federalism. At first, its 
saults were treatea with contempt. Osborn gt'OW boldcr1 more bitter, and more per­
sonal-~thering up and parading before the public the foibles or follies (real or man­
ufactured) of tlie principaj men of the village, against whose honor no word of suspi­
cion had before been breathed. Charges and insinuations of hypcrisy and crime were 
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tree11, blended with the moat soathing rl,.fa,ttle. Thia was " bearding the lion in his 
den. • It was not long before Osbom was indiot.ed, tried and convicted, of a libel on 
Julius Deming, Esq. Osbom and his partner, Ashle1., were both subject.ad to a fine, 
in default of the payment of which\ both were oomD11tted to the Count, Jail. Ashley 
was soon liberated; and Osborn maglat have been had he complied with the terms of 
the oourt. But. as he himself expressed it, " the only alternative offered him, was to 
have either his 6ody or mind imprisoned, of course be remained in confinement." His 
friends regarded him as a martyr to his political fidelity. It was published far and 
wide throngh the columns of the democratiojoumals, that his health: was sinking from 
confinement "in a damp and loathsome cell:" that a maniac charged with murder 
was thrnst into the same cell with himt.. &c. On the 4th of July, 1806, a meetin_g of 
the democrats of Litchfield was held at 1·helps' Hotel, at which a committee of three 
was appointed "to repair to the prison and learn the true situation of Mr. Osborn, 
and his treatment since his imprisonment, and to report at an adjourned meeting." 
At the adjourned meeting, on the 14th, the committee reJ>Orted, in substance, that they 
had visited Mr. O. at the jail: that ho was confined in the same room with two crim­
inals, both ch~ with capital offences ; that his room was formed of damp and rag­
ged stone walls, in which tlie air was impure, stagnant and offensive, and so dars. 
that it was difficult to distinguish one's features; that his friends were generally denied 
admission to his room and oould only have intercourse with him through the outer 
grate of the prison; that his health was failing1 &c •• &c. From this date, the com­
mi ttee visited the prison from time to time, and issued their weekly bulletins through 
the columns of The Witness. In vain Sheriff Landon denied the truth of the oom 
mittee's original report, The story of Osborn's persecutions went abroad over the 
land. The democracy of distant States held ind1gna.tion meetings, at which Oabom 
was extolled, the Connecticut Courts denounced, and the Litchfield federalists execra­
ted At length it was resolved to have a grand ovation in behalf of Osborn, at Litch­
field-and tlie 6th of Au~t was fixed upon for the celebration. The great day 
finally arrived, and with 1t came an immense concourse of democrats from this and 
other States. Day-break was greeted with the discharge of one gun at the head of 
North street, a responsive dischar_ge an the flag-staff on the Public Green, and martial 
music until sun-rise. At Sun-Rise, 17 guns were fired-with martial music. At 11, 
the procession moved in the following order, viz., 

Mn.tTAUY-commanded by Major Stephen Rannev • Lieut. Swett, U. S. Officer sta­
tioned at Springfield, acting as Marshal, John M. }t'elder, RS Adjutant, and Chauncey 
Hotchkiss, as (Juart.er-Mast.er-consisting of · 

Cavalry, commanded by Captain Carter. 
Band of Music. 

Motross company from Danbury, commanded by Lieut. Ambler, 
do. <fo. of this town,_ commanded by Capt. Bis11ell. 
do. do. composed or boys, in white unifonn. 

Light Infantry, commanded br Captain Shethar. 
Infantry, commanded by Captain Grannis. 

do. commanded by Lieut. Stone. 
do. commanded by Ensign Norton. 

Two of tho Committee of Arraugements. 
Clergy and Orator, 

Goneml TIMOTHY SKINNER, President of the Day, 
Moses Seymour, Esq., } 
John Welch, Esq. Vice Presidents of the Day, 
Ozias Lowis, Es9, 

Six of the Committee _of Arrangement, 
Marslmls of Connecticut and Vermont, 

Collectors of New Haven and Middletown, 
Citizens generally. 

Tho procession passed under Osborn's prison window, with heads uncovered, each 
~nluting tho prisoner with n. passing bow, and the military giving him a brigadier's 
salute. Notwithstandin~ tho hatred with which many of the congregationalists regarded 
democracy, the society s committee had generously tendered the use of their meeting­
house for the occasion. Thith.er the procession wended. The services in the churcl1 
consisted of a pmver by the Rev. Asn.hel Morse, (Baptist,) of-Suffield; Readin~ of the 
Declaration of Independence, by Jonathan Lo.w,_ Esq., of Cheshire; an Oration, by 
David Plant1 Esq, of Stratford, [since member ot congress and lieut. governor]: and 
an Address oy Joseph L. Smith, Esq, of Litchfield. 

Before the arrival of the procession at the church, an occurrence took place which 
created much ill-feeling and comment at the time. Messrs. Champion and Hunting­
ton entered the church, and were proceeding up the aisle toward the pulpit, when 
(according to Mr. Champion's statement,) he was seized near the shoulder by Joseph 
L. Smith, Esq, a member or the committee of arrangements, who pulled him around, 
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saying-" You have no bllSiness here, and m118t go out of the house." Mr. C. replied, 
that he was an old man, and wished for li!>ertY to Bit in the pulpit, 1188~ him that 
he would make no disturbance. Mr. Smith grew more boisterous, and the two cler­
gymen withdrew. Mr. Bmith and his friends published a~ different version of the 
story; while the federalists reiterated that Smith had at first boast.eel of the exploit, 
and declared that he would have called the military to his aid if it had been necessarv 
in ejecting the intruders. Mr. Champion seems to have taken Lhe matter very seri­
ously. " I was much afflicted," be wrote, " at being cast out of the Bouse of God, 
where I bad worshipped almost 64 years, a.ud could expect to be there but a few days 
more. These reflections crowded into my mind, when ejected and retiring from the 
place where God's honor had dwelt." 

At the annual election in October, 1806, it may be remarked, not a single democrat 
bad been chosen to the Legislature in Litchfield county; and the federalists had not 
been backward in taunting Osborn about the "revolution" which it was said he bad 
boasted he would produce in this region. At the annual election in May, 1806, the 
tables bad been partially reversed by the election of two democratic Representatives 
from Litchfield by a vote of 814 to 808. A portion of the democratic enthusiasm in 
behalf of Osborn, ia attributable to an appreciation of his services in producing this 
result 

As an incident of the celebration, it is mentioned that during the day, a placard 
was displayed on the door of one of principal Hot.els, bearing the signdicant words­
"No DEMOCRATS ADMITl'BD BEBE." Some gentlemen from a distance put up, as 
was their cust,om when this way, with an intimate friend, who chanced t,o be a rank. 
federalist. He soon enquired if they had come to attend the celebration; and on be­
ing answered in the affirmative, he abruptly replied-"Then you cannot be accommo­
dated at my house. As old friends, I sl:iould have been glad to see you; as democrats 
I want nothing to do with you!" Such was the spirit of the times. 

When the services in the church were over, the procession was re-formed and pro­
ceeded to a. large Bower which had been erected in the meadow on the south side of 
East street, nearly opposite the Jail, where a cold repast bad been prepared by Capt. 
Phelps. seventeen regular toasts were drank, accompanied by the discharge of can­
non and music from the ba.nd. Among them were tne following: 

"Justice-May false witnesses, perjured judges, and packed juries, be banished 
from its courts." 

"Selleck Osborn-Like Daniel in the lion's den, he is teaching his persecutors that 
the beasts cannot devour him." [ 8 cheers.] 

"Libert?: of the Press-Litchfield Jail its stronghold." [8 cheers.J 
" The l olitical Clergy-If there were twenty Gods, perhaps some one might ap­

prove their services; but the ONE God wants no political pastors." (8 cheers.J 
" The memory of our del>arted friend, Ephraim Kirby-His virtues will live while 

our memory lasts; his men ts shall be known to posterity." 
"Litchfield Jail-Our vota~will level it as the ram's horns did the walls of Jeri­

cho." [6 cheers.] 
The Witness complains that the name of Major Seymour was stricken from the roll 

of Justices of the Peace for this county, by the Legislature, ( May 1807 ,) because of his 
participation in the 6th of August celebration. 

In June 1807, The Witness gives the following summary of the suits against Messrs 
Osborn and Ashley, viz.: 

" Fine nnd costs in libel suit with J. Deming, Esq., $846 46 
For publishing case of Tallmadge & Wolcott vs. General Ho.rt, 

with comments thereon, fine and costs, 606 98 
For slandering Thomas Collier, 622 00 

( Besides cost of complaint in favor of Mr. Ashley against Thomas G. 
Collier, which complaint the county court dismissed.) 

Aggregate, 11,474 44 
Osborn was not the only man involved in libel suits in those days. The Hon. Tap­

pJng Reeve, and Capt. Thomas Collier of the Monitor, were both indicted before the 
u. S. District Court at New Haven, for libeling President .!efferson; and tbe Rev. 
Dl\ll Huntington, of t~s village, recovered $1,000 from Maj. Babcock, of the Hartford 
Mercury, a democratic paper. · 

The Witness was discontinued in the summer of 1807-having been published about 
two years. Selleck Osborn was a native of Danbury ; and, after IeavinJ Litchfield, 
pubbshed The Delaware Watchman, at Wilmington, Del. A volume of his Poems 
was published in Boston. He died in Philadelphia in 1826. 

The Litchfield Monitor wo.s discontinued in 1806-having beeu published by &Ir. 
Collier for 22 years. T~omas Collier (son of Richard) was bom in Boston, Feb. 20 
1760, and died in Binghamton, N. Y ., 1844. On leaving this town, he resided for sev~ 
eral years in Troy. lnJune, 1799, an orphan lad of 14 years, named John C. Wright, 
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from Wethersfield, entered the Monitor Office as an apprentice, remained with Mr. 
Collier until of age, married his do.ught.er Mary, and for some time published o. paper 
in Troy. Having been admitted to the bar he settled in Steubenville, Ohio, m the 
winter of 1809-'10; o.nd in 1831, he removed thence to Cincinnati, where the veuer.1-
ble co11ple are still living. Mr. Wright hns been State's Attorney, member of Con­
gress, U.S. Attorney for the District of Ohio, and .Judge of the ~upreme Court. h1 
1834, he received the degree of Doctor of Lnws from t\ Kcntuckv college. 

The.J.it.ch1:leld Gazette was commenced in Ja.nuarr, 1808, by ~\lessrs. Charles Hos­
mer and Oliv(fr Goodwin,--both from Hartford. The Uazotte WllJ discontinued Ma,? 17, 
1809. Mr. Hosmer returned to Hartford, where he is still engaged in mercantile bu­
sinel:is, und has been for many yenrs the Recordin~ Secretary of the Connecticut His­
torical Society. Mr. Goodwin remained in this village ns a bookseller and stationer 
until his den.th in 1866. 

Isaiah Bunce came to this town soon after, nod commenced The Litchfield Jounml, 
tho no.me of which ,vas chan"'ed to The Litchfield Republic~ in 1819-which, in 
tum, was succeeded by The ~iscello.ny, a smtdl quarto, in July, 1821. In Septem­
ber, 1822, Mr. Bunce C{Jmruenced in this village the publicutiou of The American 
Eagle, which he removed to New Haven in March, 1826. Mr. Unnce was n. man of 
enterprize, and established a Bookstor~t Reading Room, nod Circuh\ting Library; 
and was for n. few years a Justice of the reace. 

The Litchfield County Post was established in 1826, by Stephen s. Smith, from 
Poultney, Vermont. He disposed of the establishment to Joshua Garrett, who

1 
after 

publishing the Post for a few weeks, sold out to Henry Adams in 1829. Mr. Ac.lams 
soon changed the name of the paper to THE L1Tc1n-·1EL1> ENQUutEu, which it stiJI 
bears. Atl.er editing and publishing The Enquirer for ahont thirteen _years, he waL, 
accidentally drowned, while fishing, by breaking through the ice of Uantnm river, 
near the entrance of that stream into Bantam Lake. Mr. A. wns a son of the Jato 
JoseP.h Ado.ms, Esq., of this village, and was a talented and populn.r editor. His broth­
er, Charles A<lams, Esq., succeeded him in the P,Ublication of the J~nquirer. }from 
1845 to 1853, the paper was conducted by P. K. Kilbourn. H. W. Hyatt and E. c. 
Goodwin afterwards •mccessively bccmne proprietors of tho ostablisluncnt. The pres­
ent_publishors ure Messrs . .Adams and Betts. The Enquirer is now in its 84th volume. 

Nov. a, 1883, Melzer Gardner, from Hartford, commenced Tho Litchfield Democrat, 
which was discontinued in September, 1834. Subsequently, while o<liting a paper in 
Richmond, Va., Gar<lncr wns shot on board l\ steamboat near that city, by n man to 
whom he had given offense by nn article which ho hnd published. 

The Litchfiehl Sun was commenced by John 1\1. Bn.l<lwin, (a nntivc of this town,) in 
February, 1835; sold out to S. G. Hayes, of New Haven, in Sopt. 1837, who discon­
tinued it m April, 1839. 

In January, 1840 Charles E. Moss & Co. commenccll Tho Mercury, which wn.s 
tmnsforreu to Josial1 Gil<'s in the following Au~st. It was <liscontinucd some time in 
1842. Tho Mercury wns soon succeeded by l'he Democratic Watchman, ulso Jml>­
lished by Mr. Giles, which wns cli!;continuo<l in 1844. 

In 1845, ,J. K. Averill commenced the New :Milford Hepnblicnn, at New Milfort]; in 
SoptWD.ber, 1846, he removed his office to this village, and changed the nnmo of hi!-\ 
paper to the Litchfielu Republicn.n. W. F. & G. ll. Bnldwin, Albert ::-itodtl1ml, u11d 
Jfrnnklin Hull, successively continued the publication or the Republicuu. In 1856 
the office wns removed to .l!'ulls Villnge, where the puper is still continued under th~ 
no.mo of The Housatouic Republican. 

All these papers, it should be remarked, were published weekly. 

OUR PARKS. 
Our Enst nnd West Pnrks, which now ndcl so much to tho beauty of our villnge, 

were graded: enclosed, and pln.ntcd with tree~, in the summer of 1836. During urn 
preceding yenr, the subject lmd been considered by our citizens, in councction with 
seveml natives of this town residing in New York city, und. the sum of $GOO wns 
readily subscribed for the object. On the 2d of Jnnunry, 1836, u. specin.l town meot­
iu~ wu.s helu-Roger Cook, Moderator, and George C. W oodrutl~ Clerk pro tem. At 
tl11s meeting full permission was grnntod to the committee nppointcd by the subscrib­
ers of the fund to enclose and II improve ns they shn.11 sec proper," that portion of the 
Green or Highway at present enclosed in the pnrk~ referred. to. One of the most effi­
cient and active members of the first Park Committee (and who, perlm.ps di<l •ore 
than any other person in raising the Park· Fund,) was the late Vr. J. S. ,Voicott, of 
this village, a son of the Inst Gov. Wolcott. 

On the 4th of October, 1858, the town voted thnt the inhnbitunts of this village 
' hu.vc leave to construct, without expense to the town, u. Park in the common ground 
between the Enstand~West Parks, in such suitable place us a committee appointed by 
this meeting shall designate, in such way as shall not materially interfere with travel.' 

34 



msTOBY OF LITCHFIELD 

The Utchfield Law School. 
This institution was established in 1784, by TAPPING RuvB, Esq:t (afterwards 

cbie_(justice of the State, and LL. D.,) who was the sole Princi~al until 1798, when 
tht: Hon. JAMES Gouw LL. D., became associated with him. This wos the fi~t in­
stitution of the kind in the country; and, as its conductors were learned and emmeut 
men, it attained a wide-spread renown. From 1820, Ju~ge Gould conducted tbe 
School alone for several years; when U10 Hon. Jabez W. ~untington became his a~­
si.11tant. In consequence of the failing health of Judge Gould. it was discontinued m 
1833. Up to that time the number of students had been 11024--every State then in the 
Cnion havin"' been represented. Of this number, 16 oecame U. S. Senators; 60 
members of aongress; 40 Judges of the higher State courts: 10 Governors of States; 
6 members of tno National Cabinet, tllessrs. Calhoun, Woodbury, Mason, Clayton 
nntl Hubbard;) 2 Jullges Supreme Court United States, (Henry Baldwin and Levi 
Woodbury;) 1 Vice President of the United State, (John C. Calhoun;) and several 
F,,rei~ Ministers-among whom is the Hon. John Y. Mason, our present Ambassa­
dor to J.t,rance. 

At the annual dinner of the "Story Association" of the Cambridge Law School, 
( ~fass.,) in 1851, tho following reference was made to our Law School. :Mr. Loring, 
like scores of his fellow-students, married a Litchfield lady. 

Judge Kent gave-
" Thi .ftrl/AJiJrn <if the law schools of this country-the Litchfield Law &hool. The 

B~ton bar exhibits its rich and ripened fruits. By them we may judge of the trco 
and declare it good." · 

Hon. C. G. Loring replied. He began with expressing his regret that there was no 
otlwr representative trom the Litchfield Law School present to respond to the compli­
mentary butjust notice of that institution. 

11 I do not remember, said ho
7 

to have ever been more forcibly reminded of my 
younger days, than when looking around upon our young friends in Ute midst of 
whom I stand. It recalls the time when I, too, was a student among numerous fellow 
students. It will, probably, be news to them and many others here, that thirty-ei~ht 
years ago, which to many l1ere seems a remote antiquity, Uiere existed an extcns1vo 
Law Scnool in tho state of Connecticut, nt which more than sixty students from all 
parts of tho country were assemblcd,--every State then in the Union, being there 
ropreRented. I joined it in 1813, when it was at its zenith, and the only prominent 
establishment of U1e kind in the land. 

The recollection is as fresh a.c:1 the events of yesterday, of our pns!-ling along the 
broad shaded streets of one of the most beautiful of the villages of New England, 
with our inkstands in our hnnds, nnd our portfolios under our arms, to the lecture 
room of Judge Gould-the last of the Romans, of Common Law lawyers; the imper­
Ro!lation of its ~enius and !-lpirit. It was, indeed, in hi." eyes, tho perfeetion of human 
rcm~on-by winch he men.sured every principle and rule of action, nnd almost every 
sentiment. Why, Sir, his highest visions of :eoetry seemed to be in the refinement of 
Apticin.l pleading; and to him, a non 1equitu1· m logic was an offense deservingiiat the 
len!-'t, fine and imprisonment-and I\ repetition of it, transportation for life. e was 
nn admirable English scholar; every word wu pure English, undefiled, and every 
sentence foll from his lips perfectly finished, as clenr, transparent, and penetrating as 
li~ht nnd every rule nnd principle as exactly defined o.n<l limited as the outline of n. 
builtling against tho sky. From him, Sir, we obtained clear, well-defined, and accu­
rate knowledge of tho Common Law, and learned Uiat nlle~ianco to it was the chief 
clutv of man, tmd the power of enforcing it upon others his h!ghest attainment. J.t,rom 
his fecture room we passed to th~t of tho venerable Judge Heeve, shaded by w1 aged 
elm, fit emblem ot" lumself. He was, indeed, a mest venerable man, in character and 
nppenranco-his thick, grn.y hnir parted and falling in profusion upon llis shoulder~, 
lus voice only n. loud whh,pcr, but distinctly heard by his enn1cstly attentive pupils. 
He, too, wns full of legnl learnh1g, but invested the lnw with nll the genial entlmsi­
n.~m nnd generous feelings and noble sentimenti;i of a h\rge heart at the age of eigh­
ty, and descanted to us with glowing eloquence upon the i;acrcdness and majesty 
of law. Ho wns distinguished, Sir, by that upprecintion of tho gentler sex which 
never mils to mark the true mnn, und his teachings of the lnw in reference to their 
ri!(hts and to the domestic relations, had great infiuence in elevating and refining the 
sentirnentR of the young men who were privilegeu to hear him. As illustrative of 
his feelings and manner upon this subject, allow me to give a specimen. He wns dis­
cussing tho legal relations of married women: he never calleff them, however, by so 
inexpressible a namet but always spoke of them as," the better half of mankind," 
or in some equally Just manner •. When he en.me to the axiom that "a married 
woman has no will of her own;" this, he said, wus a maxim of great theoretical im-
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portance for the preservation of the sex against the undue influence or coercion ·or the 
husband; but, although it was an inflexible maxim, in theor:v, experience taught us 
that practically it was found that they sometimes had wills of their own-MOST HAP­
PILY i,·oa us. 

\Ve left his Ject~n, room, Sir, the very knight errants of the law, burning to be the 
d~fenders of the right nod the avengers of the wrong; and he is no tnte son of the 
Litchfield School who has ever forgotten that lesson. I propose, Sir 

TIie Mtmt>ries of Judge Rteve and Judge Goold,-among the first, if not the first 
founders of a National Law School in the United States-who have laid one of tho 
comer stones in the foundation of true American patriotism, loyl\lty to the law. 

SOUTH FARMR. 
From 17 40 to 1767, the people residing in the southern section made several unsuc­

cessful applications to the Legislnture-first, "to be t1nncxcd to the north society of 
Woodbury; second, to be allowed whl\t were termed "winter privileges;" and, 
finn!IY, to be set off a.q a distinct cccle.,io.sticn.l society. In December, 1760, the in­
habitants of South Farms, having obtained permission of the Legislature "to enjoy 
the privileges of a winter pnrish for three months in a yel\r," n..c;ked the town to be rc­
~ea1Jed from a pRrt of their tax for building the meeting-house on the Hill. Whereupon 
it wa..c; voted in town meeting, thnt "in case South Farms Rhall become n. distinct 
ecclesiastical society within forty-five years, the town will pay hack to saicl society 
the money advanced by said winter /n.rishioners toward building said meeting­
house." In 1761, the Legislature vote that the inhabitants of South Fann.11 '' ho 
allowed t.o have the Gospel preached to them for four months in the winter season, 
and shall have liberty to build a meeting-house;" nnd three years later, they voted 
to build a winter house 36 feet long, 26 feet wide, with nine feet posts. "provided ,Jus-
tus Gibbs wiJl do it for £70: 10." · 

. In 1767, the society of South Farms was duly incorporated, and its inhabitants have 
smcc transacted their t!cclesiastical n.nd educational affn.irs separately from those 
residing in other portions of tho town. The 1wt of 1867, it should be remarked, 
restores to the _t,oum all business relating to t1chools. The first person buried in that 
part of the town, wo...c; Mr. James Stoddard, who was killecl n.t the raisin~ of a dwell• 
mg house. I have already given specimens of the orthographv of certain portions of 
the town records. The records of South Farms's Societv ,vere bv no means an 
improvement upon them. For instance, on the 14th of l\fnrch, 1';'69, tlie society voted 
"to pay Charles Wooclrutr six shillings for Beal'B to carr.v ye dead." In 1'169, it 
wns voted " that we think the sea.ling ordinnnces nre cqnnlly sacred, and any person 
that is qualified for one is qunlified for both." In 1770, "voted thn.t we approv• of 
the church vote, viz., that conversion should not be n term for admission for oh11rob 
communion." In 1776, t.he town granted to Thomas Wnufrh, and his heirs forever, 
the right to use I\ certain burying ground in South Farms for pasturing, "provided 
he or they slmll keep up 1m<l mnintnin com·cnicnt bn.r[( for the people to pass a.nd re­
pn.c;s for tho purposo of burying their clen<l." In 1785, n new nnd commocl1ous church 
wnR erected. In April of thnt vear, the societr voted that "the mectin~-honse com­
mittee shn.11 ha,•e ~od right to furnish Rzmi, Grind.,;t.ones nnd Ropes, sufficient for fram­
ing the meeting-house according to their best discretimi,U nnd in .Tune, an oversem· 
WI\S appointod to di~ect the issue of liqu<?r at the rnising, nnd 11. vote n.t tho same time 
was pn..cisecl that smd overseer " shall give two drnms n. d11.y to the spectators, 0110 n 
little before noon, an<l the other n. little before night." Tho present clutrch w11.S built 
in 1844. The prosent pn.stor, Rev. David L. Pnnneleo, w11.s settled in 1841. 

President DWIGHT, of Yale college, (in his Travels,) gives the following interesting 
facts relative to this pu.rish, u.nd the Academy which fimncrly flourished there: · 

"Immediately above \Vn.tertown lies South Fnrms-thc southern {>II.rt of Litchfield. 
This pnrish is pri!1,cipnlly a. col!ection of hills, which 1u·e high, m01st, nncl c~cellcnt. 
grazing ground. Iho surface 1s plen.sant, tho houses good farmers' <lwelhngt1, of 
which a little village is formed around the church. The inhabitants arc industrioui; 
11.ml thrifty; and distinguished for good morn.ls, good order, nnd decency of deport­
ment. A flourishing ncndomy has been nLised of Into, almost solely by t11e offort.<:1 of 
.fames Morris, ]~sq., who is nt once its founder and preceptor. This ~entlemu.n, soon 
after he hnd finished his education at Yalo College, becnmc an officer m the Amcricttn 
u.rmy in which he continued throu~hout the revolutionary war. After the peRce, his 
pn.re,;ts 11.nd bis patrimony being m this pince, he wtts mduccd to establish himself 
here for life. At his return, he found the inhabitants less enlightened and less refined 
than those of many other parts of the state. What in this country is perhaps sin­
gular, they regarded him, both n.s a man liberally educRted and as an officer, with 
suspicion and alienation. At the same time ho perceived, with not a little mortifica-
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tion, that they were in manv instances ignorant and vicious. As he had been absent 
from his early youth, his iruluenco among them "·ns to be created. With a disposi­
ion, which cannot be enough commended, he determined to commence in fonn the work 
of a general reformation. After various experiments, sufficiently discoura~ng, amon~ 
those who have arrived at middle age, he turned his attention to their children; and 
hoped by communicatinjt to them the advantages of a well-directed ec\ucation to 
furnish their minds with both knowledge nnd virtue, and thus to transform their 
character into amiableness and worth. For this benevolelit purpose he founded the 
institution which I have mentioned. In this Academy it has, from the first, been the 
commanding object to inculcate the best principles of morality and religion, and to 
require of the students an unexceptionable deportment. The youths_ ofl>oth sexes, 
usuall~- assembled here from various parts of the country, are in number from 40 to 
70. ~Ir. Morris has had the satisfl\ction of seeing his expectations more than realized. 
Not onlv were the benefits of his design realized by the inhabitants of South Farms, 
but thev are spread also through most parts of the country, and extensively through 
th is an cl the neighboring _states. This is one among the proofs furnished by experience 
of the power po~sed by a~ individual, of spreading Rround him, if_ properly dis­
posed, the best blessmg of society." 

St. Paul's Masonic Lodge. 
The first Cliarter of thi~ Lodge wns obtained from the R. W. Joseph Webb, " Grand 

Master of Masons in America," then residing in Boston, and bears date Juno 1, 1781. 
It was granted on petition of the following persons, vie, Rev •• fames Nichols, John 
Watkin"', Thomas Philips, E1-..ton Jones, Cenjamin Hanks, John Collins, Noah Blakes­
lee, Wm. Durkee, Damcl Starr, John Colvill, Jonathan Kettle, Josiah Norton and 
Adino Hale-about half of whom belonged in this town, the remainder in Goshen and 
Harwinton. The first meeting of the Lodge was held June 13, 1781-the Rev. Ashhol 
Raldwin pre!lidi11g RS Master. The followinl( other offieers were chosen-Benjamin 
Hanks, S. W.; T:aton ,Jones, J. W.; ~John Collins, Trcnsurcr; and J. Kettle, Secre­
tnry. On tho 15th of October, 1790, the Lodge received a new charterfrom tho Gmnd 
Lodge of the Stnte, in which it is designated a.~ " St. PnuPs Lodge, No. 11." It bas 
numbered nmong its members some of our most eminent citizens. 

Tho following tho prei;ent officers of tho Locl~c :-David K Bostwick, W. M.; :F. 
D. Betlml\n, S. \V.; t~evi Curti!I, ,; . ,; • ; Chnrles L. Webb, Treasurer; Wm. H. Cross­
man, Secretll.ry; HE·1rvA_.H1,11l;.S. D.; George Munger, J. D.; Edwnrd Crossman 
and George Horace Bo.fdwm_, St,.wards; Sheldon Mnngor, Tyler. 

TOWN DEPOSIT FUND. 
Thia fund was derived from the Surplus Revenue in the Treasury of the United 

Siata, which, ,by nn act of Congr<'ss pnssecl in 1836, wns distributed nmong the seve­
ral states in proportion to their repre~entntion in thnt 1,odv. The &hnro bclougin~ lo 
Connecticut wns, by order of the Legislature, apportionccl to tho several towns in tho 
state according to their populution. The nmonnt thus given to Litchfield wns 
!1 t,444.60.· -The town appointed !sane Lnwrence to be Treasurer, nncl Theron Bench 
and George C. Woodruff to be l\lanngors of tho Town Deposit .{l\md. On the 9th of 
April, 1838, tho town voted to nppoint n committee of seven to direct in whnt mnnner 
the interest of tho Fund should be divilled n.mong tho several school districts of the 
town; nml Messrs. Putnnm, Kilbourn, Jumcs 1\1. Pierpont, Dnn Catlin, William Bas­
sett, Ed wnrd Pierpont, .{l'redcrick Buel and O. S. Seymour, were nppointeu snid com­
mittee. Tho Fund is invested in promii::sory notes, secured l>y mortgage, nnd in town 
orders. The annual interest is $686.67, which is appropriated to tl10 support of 
schools. 

MINERAL SPRING. 
In August, 1820, James Pierce, Es~., anuounced in Silliman's Journal of Scicnco 

that ho had discovered ll, valuable llmoral Spring on tho en.stem slope of Prospect 
Mountain, in this town. The wnters of tho Pool (as it wt\S ct\lled,) soon becnmc 
cclebmted for their medicinal virtues, nnd a House was erected near by for the nccom­
modotion of visitors. In March. 1821, it is stated in Sillinrnn's Journal that tho w1\­
ters of this spring hnu "effected cures of obstinate rheumatic complaints thut hnd 
resisted ordinarv remedies;" and thn.t they had " been sent for weekly t'rom Hn.rtford, 
and were considerecl equal to those of the Stafford Spring." Tho Pool is now more 
often visited by the lovers of wild and picturesque scenery, than for its waters. 

ILLUSTRIOUS GUESTS.-! have elsewhere referred to the visits of Wnshin~on 
and Lal:t.,ayette to this town. In 180'1, Jerome Bonaparte with his young American 
.wife, came 'with conch nncl four,' nod put up at Catha's Hotel. About 1820, the Hon. 
Mnrtin Vnn Buren cnme here on u. visit with his friend, Judge Skinner-spending tho 
Sabbath, and attending Dr. Beecher's church. July 16, 1882, the Hon. John Quincy 
Adams arrived in town and spent tho night here. 
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"LITCHFIELD, October 30th, 1797.-We the subscribers\ having at our own ex­
pense, erect.ad a. Church in the W e&tern Part of Litchfie d, and being desirous of 
forming ourselves into an Episcopal Society, hereby lay before, request, and peti­
tion the meeting of tho First Episcopal Society in said Litchfield, to give their con­
sent to this request, and in future exempt us from paying taxes to the First Episco­
pal Society-upon condition of our organizing and taxing ourselves. All of wbich 
we submit to suid meeting in brotherly love. 
Isaac Kilbourn, Philander Westover, Joseph Burgess, 
David Kilbourn, Chauncey Kilbourn, Ben,1amin Bissell, 3d, 
Sylvanns Bishop, Heman Kilbourn, Hicks Smith, 
Solomon Kilbourn, John Kilboumt Chauncey Denison, 
John Landon, Benjamin Doolittle, Phinea.s Smith, 
Jesse Kilbourn, Reuben Smith 2d, David Westover, 
John Tryon, James Adams, Wait Smith, 
Heber Stone, Newell If iller, Samuel Carter, 
Orange Kilbourn, Rcmembnwce Landon, Abel Clemons, 
James Kilboun1, Arunoh Blakeslee, Anson Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith 2d, Jacob Kilbourn, Lumbert Johns.on, 
Lavi Kilbourn, Frederick Hunt, Daniel Ho.skins 
Simeon Palmer, Samuel Woodcock, David Kenney, 
Elisha. S. Munger, Thaddeus Stocker, Joseph Westover, 
Jl\mcs Glass, Noah Stone, 2d, Jeremiah Kilbouru, 
Horace Stone, Samuel Hazen, Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Denison, ,Jesse Stod<lnrd, Milo Hunt, 
James Lee Jchial Gates, 
Benjamin Johnsoni..Jr., Jonathan Bishop, 

A true Copy of 1,ecord. 
N. B. Tho above petition wus granted tho 6th day of November, 1707. 

SETH LANDON, Society's Cle1·k." 

----·--•---
Miscellaneous Items. 

lh~~FACTIONs.-The lot on which stnnds St. Michael's church, in South fftreet, 
wn.s the gill, in 18001 of So.mucl Mn.rsh, Esq., of Norfolk, Va., 1L nntive of this town. 

Tho Town Clock in the tower of the first church, wns presented to the societv by 
tho lute Dr. Abel Cntlin. · ~ 

Mr. Nnth'l Bosworth, en. member of tho West Episcopal society of this towni) died 
in 1801\ leaving a. bequest of £100 for tho purohase of n bell for the West C mrch. 
The bell 1mrchased with this sum is still iu use in St. Paul's church, Bantam. 

In 1843, Messrs. Hugh P. an,1 Garry Welch presented the Epi!!copnl society in l\liltou 
with the boll which is now in use in the church of thn.t parish. 
)fr. Solomon Mn.rsh, soon nfter tho completion of the first Episcopal church-edifice 

iu thi" ,village, presented that society with nn Organ nt n coi;t of $800. 
Asa. Hopkins, Esq., n native mul rc!.ident of this town, die<l in 1838. In his will, ho 

gn,ve the use of his propert.y to his wife during her life. At her <lecense, (nftcr the 
payment of certain legacies,) he hcquol\thed tho residue of hi~ property to the congre­
gational church nnd society in Northfield. :Mrs. Hopkins <lied in 1866. The whole 
amount received by tho said church nnd society, from l\Ir. Hopkins' estb.te, is $10,000. 

EucuT10Ns.-It is believed that no native of Litchfield wns ever convicted of 
murder; nnd thnt wilful murder wn.~ never committed by or upon a whito mnn, wit.11-
iu the limits of this town. In 1768, nu lndinn named John Jacob was hanged for the 
murdor of nnother lndiun. In November, 1786, Thomas Gos!!, of Bnrklmmstcd, wns 
exoouted for the murder of his wife. In these clays he would have been acquitted 
on the ground of insnnity. On tho pica. that his wife wns tL witch, he split her bend 
open with u.n axe. Thouµ;h nt timcg npprmmtly rational, he sometimes dechLrctl tha.t 
ho WM the i,;econd Lamb of Gocl-thnt he was brother of Jesus Christ-that ho WtLS 

the chil<l born of the wonum, mentioned in tho Revelation of St. John,' before whom 
tho dragon stood rendy to devour the child;' he forbid his counsel to apply for n re­
prieve; declared the sheriff could not hang him, &c. Mn:v 8 1780, Burnet Daven­
port, aged 20 years, was executed for murder nnd arson in Wn.shington. Residing n.s 
a, IAborer in tho family of Caleb Mallory, he entered the sleeping room of Mr. and :Mrs. 
)lallory at midnight anrl bent them to <lenth with a club; and their little grandchild 
abared the same fate. After robbing the house and setting it 011 fire, the murderer 
fled, leaving two other persons uslcep who perished in the flames. These :persons, it 
is understood, were executed in Gallows Ln.ne, in this village. Other convictions for 
clll)ita.1 crimes havo taken place before our court.s, but these are the only individuals 
wio have ever suffered the extreme penalty of the law in this county. 



262 HISTORY OF LITCHFIELD. 

JAMES ,v ATSON, from this county, ~Qfted at Yale college in 1776i wns lieu­
tenant of a revolutionary company raisecl chiefly in Litchfield. After the war, he 
settled in New York-became wealthy, WM Speaker of the House, state Senator, 
Naval Officer, and U. S. Senator; 1wd died in 1806. JVhere ·1oa, he born? The late 
Donizl:L'- Wt\tson, E8(\, (assistant clerk o~ our courts,) expressed to me his belief that 
he was bom in this town. In a retired little grn.ve-ynrd, about half I\ mile south of 
Bantam Lake, is a red sandstone tablet be1uing the following inscription, viz., "To 
the Memory of !\Ir. John Watson, who died November 9, 1'181, in the 74th year of his 
age. Berthyah Watson, bis widow, died Jnne 24th, 1792, in the 85th year of her age. 
This monument is respectfully erected by James Watson, their youngest son." The 
Hon. James Watson died in New York in 1806. 

Obituarl~. 
In Litchfield, April, lTTS, Col. Ebenezer ?tfarsh, Esq., aged 72. 
In Litchfield, Dec. 3, 1805, Capt. William Stanton, aged 78-commander of a. com­

pany in Sheldon's regiment of light dra,.,aoons in the Revolution, and for moro than 40 
years a resident of this town. 

In Litchfi~ld, July 30i..1802, Reynold Marvin, Esq., aged 78-King's Attorney for the 
county previous to the «evolution. 

In Litchfield, June 6, 1821, Capl Joseph Mansfield, aged 84--an officer in the regi­
ments of colonels :Meigs and Dougla.CJ in the Revolution. He was from New Haven, 
but settled in this town soon after the war. 

At Spadre Bluffs, on the Arkansas river, near Little Rock, Aug. 1, 1822, Colonel 
lll\tthew Lyon, aged 75-a native of Wicklow county, Ireland. In 1'161, at the age 
14, he came to this country poor and friendless, and was sold to pay his passage, to 
Mr. Hugh Hannah, of Litchfield, (who is snid to hn.ve lived at tlie time on the fann 
owned and occupied by the late Mr. Grant Wickwire, I\ mile south of Bantam Ln.ke.) 
Mat. was rough and in,lependent; anp Hannnh was a severe clisciplino.rian, and not 
unfrequently applied the rod to his refractory servant. At length an altercation en­
sued-Mat. threw a mallet nt the head of his master, and fled. He was soon heard 
from in Vermont, where, nmong the l1nrdy mountaineers he became a lender. Ho 
was Deputy Secretary to the governor and council, clerk of the court of confi!ltation, 
Representative in the legislature, colonel of militia, editor of a newspaper, associate 
Judge of the Rutland county court, and, in 1796, was elected to Congress; and re­
elect4'd in 1798. Removing to Kentucky in 1800, he was returned to Congress from 
that State from 1803 to 1310. Ho married a dl\ughter of Gov. Chittenden of Vermont. 
Hifl son, Chittenden Lyon, who was for ei_ght years a member of congress from Ken­
tucky, was one of the most popular men m thnt State; nnd from him Lvon county was 
named. Precisely how long Lyon lived in this town, is uncertain. tn one of his ad­
dreRses to his constituents, he-says-" After living ten yenrs in Connocticu~, from my 
15th to my 25th yenr, I removccl to a new settlement in Vermont." \vere nil of 
these 'ten yen.ra' spent in Litchfield? Hannnh wai:1 living hero eight or ten years after 
I.yon first took his sent in congress, n.nd wa..c:i fond oftnlking about him; attributing his 
Buaccss in lifo to the corporeal le:isons which he had given him. Tho price pl\id by 
Hanni\~ for Mat. was n pair of stn~ valued nt £12-n. fact which gave rise to many a 
conrse .Jest at the expense of the latter. 

At ,Tnckson, Mississippi Territory, Sept. 1827, Col. Stephen Ranney, U.S. A., nged 
68-formorly for more thnn 20 yen~, n resident of Litchfield. 

In Lit<.-hfichl, Sept. 16, 1889, the Hon. Phinen.-, Minor, 1Lged 60-n. distinguished mem­
ber of tho bnr of this county, nnd Jato member of congress. 
Jn Pl!ol~s, Ontario co., N. Y., July 17, 1841, Colonel Dl\vid McNiel, n;od 63-latc 11. 

Judge of tlie cotitt•ofcommmr}>t1Sns for thnt county. He was a native ot this town. 
In Cazenovia, N. Y., Mny 14, 1842, .Jesse .Kilbourn, aged 64, n native of Litchfield. 

lt'or more tho.n 26 yenrR ho wns inpublic life in that town-as Trustee and President 
of the corporation of Cazenovia, Postmaster, Representative &c. 

In St. Augustine, Florida, May 24 1846, Col. Joseph L. Smith, a~ed 70-formerly 
a colonel in the army, and more recently U.S. ,Judge of the Eastern District of Floridt~ 
1:t'rom 1800 to 1817, ( except I\ yenr or two,) ho resided in this town. Ho married a 
daughter of tho Hon. Ephraim Kirby. 

In Gencse(!1 N. Y., Nov. 28, 1846, Snmuol W. Spencer, Esq., aged 76-o. m1,tivo of 
Lit.ch field. He had been n. magistrate, nncl Surrogate of Livingston county. 

In Litchfield;. Janunry 10, 1862, l\liss Snrah Pierce, aged 84. In 1792, she established 
the Litchfield r·emale Acndemy, which became one of tho most celebrated institutions 
in the country. She remained conner.led with it until 1832-though for a few years 
previous, her nephew, John P. Brac~1·:Esq., was the Principal. Moro than 2,600 yo~ 
Indies nnd misses were members of tne Academr,. It was incorporated in 1827. Thi 
succe~sors of Miss Pierce hnve been Misses Swift, Jones, Heyden, and others. · 

In Hartford, Nov.10~ 1868, tho lion. Amos M. Collins, aged 70-nn eminent merchant 
and philanthropist. From 1843 to 1846, inclusive, he was Mayor of the city of Han­
ford. He Wl\S a ~on of Dea. Wm. Collins, and was born in Litchfield, March 30,. 1188. 
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BIOGRAPIDCAL ADDENDA. 
CHILDS, Samuel R., .M. D., (son of Mr. Timothy Childs,) was 

born in Dutches county, N. Y., September 25, 1800. When the sub­
ject of this sketch was about five years old, his father purchased the 
mansion and farm now known as the 01,ilds Place, four miles north of 
the Litchfield Court House, and at once removed bis family there. 
Dr. Childs graduated at the Medical College in Pittsfield, Mass., 
and subsequently pursued his studies at the Institution connected with 
Yale College. In May, 1825, he commenced the practice of his pro­
fession in this village, and remained here until January, 1882, when 
he removed to the city of New York, where he soon had an extensive 
and lucrative business. He was appointed Physician to the City Dis­
pensary, one of the Surgeons of the Eye and Ear Infirmary, Physician 
to the Bellvue Hospital, Health Officer of the city, &c. Though en­
thusiastically attached to his chosen profession, and one of its most 
learned and skillful practioners, his energies have not been devoted 
exclusively to it. In 1888, he was appointed one of the Commis­
Rioners of the Croton Water Board. The magnitude of the work com­
mitted to their care will be appreciated, when it is known that it 
required the expenditure of some $10,000,000, all of which passed 
through their hands. He was long a member of the Board of Edu­
cation; and two or three times he wa~ nominated for Congress in the 
Third District, but declined. In 1840, and again in 1S58, Dr. Childs 
visited Europe, pursuing his professional investigations in the various 
hospitals of that country. With an ample fortune, he has retired 
to a beautiful residence near. Saratoga Springs. Colonel HEllAN W. 
·CHILDS, his brother, after being for several years a merchant and 
manufacturer in Litchfield, removed to New York in 1834, where 
he was chosen a Representative, Collector of the City Revenue, and 
Commis~ioner of Streets and Lamps; he died in 1851. 

GALPIN, Robert E., (son of .l\'Ir. Amos Galpin,) was born in 
Litch!\eld ; settled in Stockbri<lge, Mn.ss., where he still resides. Be­
sides holding various town offices, he was chosen a Representative in 
1844 and again in 1845; and for the last twelve years, he has been 
a '-Justice of the Peace. In 1852, he was elected President of the 
Housatonic Agricultural Society. 

STOWE, l\lrs. Harriet Beecher, (daughter of the Rev. Lyman 
Beecher, D. D.,) was born in Litchfield, and married the Rev. Dr. 
Stowe, now Professor in the Theological Seminary at Andover. She 
is the author of Tlte May•Flower, Unck Tom's Oabin, Dred-a Tale 
of d, Dismal Swamp, S1.1,nng Memories of .Foreign Lands, &c. 
Each of these works, except the fi1·st, is published in two volumes. 
Uncle Tom's Cabin has had a much more rapid sale than any other 
American work. I-Ier tour through England and Scotland, a few 
yeara since, was like a continued ovation. Wherever she went, she 
•• welcomed with public addresses, private invitations, assemblies 
and festivals ; indeed, the aristocracy and peasantry seemed to vie 
with «.eh other in their efforts to do honor to their distinguished guest. 
b(o o&b.er lady from this side of the ocean was ever received by them 
willl•¢h enthusiasm. 
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WADSWORTH, General Elijah, was born in Ha.rtford, Nov. 14-, 
1747: settled in Litchfield previous to tbe Revolution; was Captain 
in Sheldon's Regiment of Light Dragoons during nearly the entire 
war. In 1795, he associated himself with l\lessrs. Ephraim Kirby, 
Elijah Boardman, Uriel IIolme~, sen'r and jun'r, and Samuel A. 
Law, in organizing the Connecticut Land Company and purchasing 
the Western Reserve ; and the town of \Vadsworth, in Medina coun­
ty, was named from him. On the 15th of September, 1802, he started 
from Litchfield with his family for Ohio, arriving at Canfield on the 
17th of October-thus making the journey in 33 days. In January, 
1803, he was elected Sheriff' of Trumbull county ; and about a year 
later, he was appointed by the Legislature Major General of the 4:th 
Division. By the surrender of llull in August, 1812, the defense of · 
the entire North W cstem Frontier of Ohio devolved upon Genera.I 
Wadsworth. Ile soon organized a force 1,500 men from his Division, 
placed them under the command of Brig. Gen. Perkins, who reported 
them to General Harrison. In November, General Wads worth re­
turned from the frontiers in feeble health-having reached t-he age of 
65. In the summer of 1815, he had a paralytic shock which di:-l­
abled him thereafter. lie died in Canfield, Ohio, Dec. 30, 1817, in 
his 71st year. He married Rhoda llopkins, of Litchfield, }i'cb. 16th, 
1789, and had five children, all born in this town. One of thet;c, 
lt,at-~DERICK, of Akron, Ohio, was ~lajor and Inspector in the wnr of 
1812; has since been Sheriff' of Portage County, Senator, &c. 

WUIGIIT, George I~., the celebrated artist, was born of Liteh­
ficl<l parents in the adjoining town of ,v ashington, and was brought. 
up from childhoocl in this town. In 1856, he received a commission· 
from the Legislature of his native State, to paint the portraits of nil 
the chief magistrates who have filled the executive chair of Connec­
ticut. This important and interesting work he accomplished in such 
a mnnnt~r as to give universal satisfaction. These portraits now 
adorn the Senate ehambe1· at Hartford. l\lr. ,vright hn.s since spent 
two years at Rome and Munich, during a large part of which time he 
wns n pupil of the celebrated Knulbach. Ile is the inventor of nn 
entirely new system of coloring, which is said by competent ju<lges to 
Le superior to anything hithert.o in use. A well known amateur, 
writing recently from Europe to the New York Home Journal, says 
-" I saw in a studio, a few days since, two small works by a Councc­
ticut artist named Wright, which impressed me by their wonderful 
beauty of colol". I hesitate not to ·say, that~nc of them equalled any 
piece of flesh painting I ever saw, and I know of no approach to them 
in modern art. If these two productions are ti\ir specimens of his 
system and powers, there has been no greater colorist since Titian." 
l\Ir. ,v right is now pursuing his profession in I-Iartford. · 

"\VES::;ELLS, llenry ,v .. l\lajor U. S. Army, (son of Dr. Ashbel 
Wessell~,) was born in Litchfield, February 20, 1809, graduated at 
West Point in 1833, and entered the army asbrevet second lieutenant. 
He was actively engaged· in the Creek war, in the }.,lorida w,r, and 
in the war with Mexico~ For his gallant services in the latter war, 
he was promoted to his present rank, and the Legislature of ~­
ticut, in the name of the State, presented him with a splendid sword. 
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