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Uo Ml2 Gran~son, 1aurence, 'lk. meater: 

These genealogies of your father's par­

ents have been ·written by me for yoiu in my 

eightieth year, as a remembrance from your 

grand1nother. In reading them you ·will see 

that those from ·whorn you have descended 

,vere w ha1t are comn1only kno,vn as good 

people. Your malle forebears did their duty 

,vell in their times and their share in the ac­

tivities of their respective communities. You 

may read in these pages brief accounts of 

some of those from ·whom yon have sprung 

for nearly three centuries, and of your o,vn 

direct family line in this 1sitate for almost a 

hundred years. Thus to you in your ,vio,rk 
1a,nd in your life conduct the old device 

noblesse oblige may w·ell apply, and may you 

never forget the obligations which an honor­

able ancestry imposes upon you. 

SARAI-I JE ... \_NETTE YEA.TER. 





GENEALOGIES 

-of-

John J. Yeater and Sarah Jeanette (Ellis) 
Yeater, His Wife 

In com.piling this genealogy I have drawn freely from 
"T·hornton 's Landing ,a:t Cape Anne, and a History of the 
Colony 1624-1628, Roge•r Conant, Governor,'' by John Wingate 
Thornton, 1854. I have als-o been aided by Hubbard's History 
of New England .and '' Felt 's History of Salem. '' 

I :have recei·ved great asisistance from the no,tes of Miss 
Emma Woodbury, who during her residence of fifteen years in 
Washington, D. C., was a zealous student of g·enealogy and 
took extensive notes from the different books on genealogy in 
the National Li,brary. 

I have als,o had recourse to Town Records and Town and 
County Histories of the different places where my ancesto.rs 
have resided and ,to-these helps I wish to give due credit. 

Roger Conant. 
In September, 1621, Capt. Miles !Sltandish built a house at 

N antasket, and to this place several of those ,v ho had begun a 
settlement at Plymoutlh came on account of their more liberal 
·religious views. Mr. Ro.ger Conant, the principal per.son of 
Nantaske1t, was ,a a s-o·ber, pi•ous and prudent gentleman, who 
h~d come to New England in the year 1622. These few 
pioneers were joined by others and after two years Ed,vard 
Winslow was sent to procure supplies and to report ,the 1condi­
tion ,and prospects •of t'he colony to the merchant adven'turers 
of England. 

Through the agency of Mr. Winslow, and the corre­
spondence of Roger Conant, t1he fame of the successful planta­
ti,on ,of Plymooth was spread through the western part 
of England. The Rev. John White, of Dorchester, loyal to the 
Church of England, yet distinguished as a Puritan, took a 



zealous interest in the enterprjse, and afterward exerted an 
important inflmence in the colonizing of New England. Sup­
plies were soon pr1ovided for t!he colony and pre,para tions were 
made to e~tend their fisheries, and to tr,an:s.port more persons to 
Plyim1oflllth and other places, especially Cape Anne. 

A company of husbandmen was sent to Cape Anne wel~ 
furnished with implements and supplies for the new settlem:ent. 
The plantation was stocked with ,0attle, a hoUJse was built and 
salt,vorks, :stagings and other structures pertaining to fisheries 
were erected. 

Mr. '.Dhomas Ga:rdener was appointed overseer of ,t!he plan­
tation. Mr. J•ohn Tully, manager ·of the fisheries, and 1\1:r. 
John Woodbury, ,ocf Summersetshi,re, England, were the princi­
pal men of the settlement. 

About the firs.t ,yea,r Mr. Roger Conant had established so 
good a reputaition that the mel'tclhant adventurers, who had :Bur­
nished the means for these improvements, decided to employ 
hi:m fo·r managing and governing all their affairs at Cap8 
Anne. The first coloni,al agenlts firo1n New England to Old 
England were Robert Cushman and Edward Winslow, and 
they succeeded in gaining the intere1st of Edward, Lord Shef­
field, then one of ,tihe leading statesmen of England, and a 
prominent member of t!he council for New England, and 
thrO'Ugh Lord Sheffield was obtained the charter for the Cape 
Anne c,olony. 

Mr. Winslow retur.ned ao the colony after six months, and 
on the ship were .broug·ht ,several Devon1shire ca.ttle, 'the firs1t in­
troduced into the New England .colonies. Sev,e.ral Plymouth 
planters were taken in tlhe ship to Cape Anne to aid in building 
fishing stages, and a great frame house. From this 1acquisi~ 
tion so full of promise Plymouth reaped only bitter disappoint­
ment. Their agent proved inefficient, the saltworks were injured~ 
the house burned, and a series of difficulties embarrassed the 
enterprise. This loss of property sundered ,the only bond of 
interest between the Pilgrin1s and the merchant adventurers 
·who dissolved thejr association and withdre,v their assistance 
to the Plymouth colony. 

'The .adrventurers in England honorably paid the wages of 
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the 11lanters 1they had en1plo_ye.J at Cape .. Anne and offered a 
riassage hon1e to any ,vho desin~d tu retnrn, and this ,vas ac­
('.epted by the trifling and weakn1inded 1nen1bers. A brave and 
re-;o1nte fe,v remained and ·wjth these faithful companions. Gov. 
Conant, an ancestor of the ,vriter, frnstrated the order for clis­
:Solving the company ·on land and secured to it the honor .of be­
ing- the first permanent colony on the soil of Massachusetts. 
Cape .. Anne had been chosen as the seat of the 
colony on ac,ciount of iits supposed advantages for fis1hing and 
planting, but after a trial and an investigation Gov. Conant de­
cided on a place four or five league:s distant on the other side 
of the creek 1called Naumkeag, better adapted t 10 ithe purpose. 
"I-Inbbard" says that Conant, thinking this place might in fu­
ture be a reseptacHe ftor those who on account of religion would 
be ,villing to ,begin a foreign planta,tion in this part of the 
v.~ndd, gave s,ome intimation ,of it to his friends in England. 
Therefore Rev. J\ir. White, grieved that so good a ·work should 
be broken 1off by the adventurers abandoning it, ,vrote to 1Ir. 
Conant not to give up ,the work anrl faithfully promised that 
if he '.him,self with three othei,s whom 1he knew to be honest and 
prudent men, viz.: John Woodbury, direct ancestor of t1he 
Wiriter, John Balch and Peter Talfrey, ,vould stay at 
Naumkeag and -give timely notice thereof, he ·wonlcl provide a 
patent 1for the, land· and send them whatever they asked for, 
either men, provisions ,or goods to trade w·ith the Indians. They 
accepted his offer, and -on their faith in this engagement Gov. 
Conant and his ,as,sociates in the fall ·-of 1626 .ce1noved to N aum­
keag and there erected houses and cleared the forest and pre­
pared the ground for cultivation. At lthis time the India.as 
never molested t'he.m but seemed very glad to have their com­
pany and came and planted by the:m, and often ca111e to the1n for 
pl'lotection, saying t:hey were afraid of It heir enemy Indians. 
Before they re•ceived supplies, the three allies of Conant be­
came di1Scourage1cl, repented their promise to stay at Naumkeag 
and detern1ined to ,go to Virginia, esipecially as their minis,ter, 
Mr. Lyford, was @oing 'there. Mr. Conant, though urged to 
go with them, declared his firm determination to wait the 
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providence of God in that pbce ~aying if 1t!hey deserted hi1n he 
should soon see n1ore co1npany. The others seeing his eonfi­
dent resolution finally agreecl ·with hin1. Thus ·when the 
1c1olony ,vas about !to be abanc1one,c1 .}fr. Conant ·was the means 
of sto,pping the flight of t1hose fe,v ,vho ,vere ,vith him and 
by doing ,t;his really beca.me the one person on ,vhom the first 
permanent settlement in the }[assachrnset1ts colony depended. 

Soon after this decision ·was rewched Mr. W oodhury ,vas 
sent to England to procure necessaries for the plantation and 
about t!hree years af1ter his return he ,vas again sent t,o Eng­
land to perfect the arrangement1s on condition of which the 
colony was removed to Naumkeag in the winter of 1627-1628. 
He left England ,vit'h his son, Humphrey, then a laid of t,venty 
years, and arrived at N au1nkeag in Jnne bringing- the cheArin!.!· 
intelligence of the new 001mpany and preparations in England. 

It was found that some members ·of the Dorchester eom­
pany desired to put forward the plantation of a colony the•re. 
During Mr. Woodbury's absence of six months the colonists_ 
who still called t:hemselves the servants of the Dorchester com­
pany, had made improvem:ents at N anmkeag· and prepared the 
,:vay fo 1r those Who might follow them. 

The company in England included men of rank and wealth 
and its affairs were c,ondnc,ted ,vith energy, 'Strength and 'har­
mony in marked contrast to the council of Plymout1h whose 
leaders were disheartened and their authority ,veakened by the 
difficulties they hal experi,cnced. Hubbard, pages 109, 110. 

They commissioned Capt. John Endi1cot t.o carry on the 
plantation at Nat1,mkeag. He arrived ,:vith his fa;mily Septem­
ber 6, 1628, and repoirted that the rights of the Dorchester 
Company had ·been purchased and that l\ir. Endicot had power 
to take possession of their rights in N e,v England, which he 
did, and l\fr. Conant retired to private life. 

Thornton in his History of Cape ,..;\nne says, '' Let ns d8 
honor to t1hjs noble hanicl of patrio,ts. ·verily ther vvere the 
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fathers of niassachusetts and their na1nes tleserve an honorable 
place in our chronicles, viz. : 

Roger Conant, Governor. 
William Allien. 
Thomas Gray. 
Richard Norman. 
Peter Talfrev. 

"' 

Jo'.hn Balch. 
Walter Knight. 
Richard Nortou. 
John Tully. 

John \Vnodbnr?.'' 
·Of ,these, as stated above, Governor Conant and Johu 

\~ oodbury, ,vere ancestors ·Of the wri,ter, and of her children 
by John J. Yeater. 

Roger Conant ·was not ,only first in tim:e of the Massac:hu-
1setts ,eolony governors, .but was t1he only governor 1under th~ 
first or Oaipe Anne charter. Felt 's IIistory of Salem. 

The name N aumkeag was changed ,to Salem July, 1629. 
(Felt 's Salem.) 

Roger Oonant ,vas .bo,rn in England 1591, died at ISaleim, 
November 19, 1679. (New England Historic Genealogica1 
Register, ,page 333. ) 

When the general court or house of representation was or­
ganized in Massachusett1s in 16:39 Roger Oonant was one of :i:ts 
first members. (Felt 's History ,of Salem.) Roger Oonant 
eame to New England in 1622. His ,vife was .Susan Horton. 
( See American Archives, Vol. 7.) Their son, Lot, was born 
at Cape Anne, 1624, 'he moved to Salem and Beverly with his 
father and ·was ·selectman of Beverly in 1662. I-Iis son, Lot Co~ 
nant, 2nd, born February 26, 1657, ,vas adnritted to the chnrch 
at Beverly, 1692, and n1,oved to I ps,vich, 1718; he n1a,rriec1 -first 
.A .. bigail, second ·wife Elizabeth Walton, born in England, Octo­
ber 27, 1629, their clanghter, R,nth, born in 1702, at Beverly, 
mar,ried Benja1nin Vv oodbury Decen1ber 14, 1721. 

(From Benedict's I-Iistory of Sntton, l\'I.aiss.) 

John Woodbury. 
John Woodbury and 1vife, Agnes, en1igratec1 from Snn1-

1nerseb;h ire, England,. and landed at Gloncester, Cape Cod, in 
1624, went to Sale:111 in 1626, and settled at Beverly 1630. Ile 
·was aSJsociated ,vith Rog·er Conant and others on ·whom the first 

C, 

pern1anent settle111ent in \the l\Iassachusetts co:lony depended. 
Jie helped to survey one thousand acres of land on the B1ass 
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river in the nor,thern part of the to-wn an:d aftervvard obtained 
from the general court one-fi£th of the survey, t\vo h'Und~ed 
acres, on 'Which he settled and in the vicinity of 'Which 'many .of 
his descendants reside at the present time. 

John Woodbury was a member ,of the general courtt in 
1635 and in 1639. I-le left several sons and one daughter. He 
was born in England in 1577 and died in Salem in 1642, his 
wife survived him about :thirty yea~s. 

John Wioodbury and his brother, William, the latter hav­
ing come from England in 1628, each had a son who were pilots 
in the expedition against Port Royal in 1654. John had a 
grandson killed at Bloody Brook, in Captain Lathrop's Co. in 
1675. Several of the descendants of the two brothers were at 
Concord, Lexington and Bunker Hill. 

Peter Woodbury, son of J,o!hn and Agnes Woordbury, was 
born in England in 1623. I--Ie ma,rried Abigail Bachelor, first 
wife, 1665, and iSarah, daughter of Reuben Dodge, second wife, 
who was born 1644, married July, 1667, and died September, 
1726. 

Peter Woodbury was represellltative to the general court 
1689-1691. He wa,s deacon ·of the Beverly ,c.hul'lch at the time 
of the Salem Wichcraft persecution. He t10,ok an active ,stand 
against it; kept ;his horses harnessed and when one was accuJsed 
and he could do ,s•o, he ,v:ould 1rllln them into New Hampshire 01ut 
of the jurisdiction of the court. I--Ie died J nly 5, 1704. 

Peter Wro,odbury, son of Peter Woodbury and Abigail 
Bwchelor, was born December 12, 1666; he ,vas married to wiary 
Dodge March 18, 1692. She ,vas born in 167 4 and died Sep­
tember 11, 1726. He ,va1s deacon ·of :tihe B,everily church ;at the 
time of hi)s death January 8, 1707. 

Benja1nin Woodbury, ,s1on of Peter Woodbury and lVIary 
Dodge, his wife, ,v-a1s born lVIa_\T 29, 1698. Ile n1arri1..1d Rnth 
Conant, a descendant df Rogee Conant, daughter of T.Jnt CPnant 
and Elizabe1th Watson, his \Vife. She 'Was born De1ce1nber 14, 
1702, and died December 10, 1786. l\fa·riried Dece1nber 14, 
1721. Benjamin Woodbury ,vas deacon •Of the Beverry 
chnuc1h, bnt n1oved from Beverly t,o 1SutH1on in 17;39 and was re­
~eived from the Beverly church into that at Sntton in 17J;j. 
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Approved sixth deacon 1772. 
1781. 

He died at S1utton August 22, 

Petter Woodbury, ,s,on of Benja1nin W oodbur1y and Ruth 
Oon.an\t, his ·wife, was horn at Sutton, l\1a1S1S., 1\1:ay 20, 1735, and 
moved to Royalston, 1\Iass., in 1765. He was town clerk of Roy­
alston and representative in the general court, and ,vas caiptain 
of militia in the Rev,olutionar,v War and served in the campaign 
against Bu~goyne. 

On December 1, 1754, he ma1rried Rl]th, daugihter ,of Daniel 
~Io,ody, bo~n June 4, 1734, died March 23, 1755. He married 
Zerviah Greenwood, second "rife, born 1743; died June 21, 1787. 

Peter W oodbll!ry died rut Sutton, M·aiss., February 24, 1806. 
P,eter Woodbury a.ppea1rs on a list of ,o,fficer.s dated Peter­

sham, ~larch 24, 177 6, a:s seleicted by the several companies be­
longing to Col. N.athan Sparhauk's (7 Worcester Co.) regiment 
of militia., as returned by Ool. Bpa1~hauk and ,01uher1s:, fi.eld officers 
of said regiment. :Said W,oodlb:ury chosen captain 9th Co. 
R,esidence Royalston. Ordered in council April 6th, 1776, that 
officers be .coonmissioned. Vol. 43, 223. 

Captain Peter W oo,d!bury appears with .rank iof captain on 
muster roll and pay roll :of Captain Peter Woodbury's Co. Ool. 
J o\b Cushing 's regiment. Company marched July 25, 1777, to 
Burlington to re-inforce Gen. Stark. Vol. 24, p. 102. 

Peter Woodbury •appeaiLs a1no.IlJg the lis!t of men in C:ol. 
Nathan Tyler ':s detachment of guards. Rank captain. Re-
ported discha.rged, date not given. Vol. 55, page 131. 

The £oregoing certified ito be trru1e a1bstira;cts fa.,om the 
Record Index to the Revolultiona.ry Al'lc,hiv,es idepnsited in ·the 
office of 1secl!'•etary of state of Massachus,ettg. 

From the T·own Records of Royalston, Mass., it appears 
that J·onathan Woodbury, son of Peter Wuodbury and Zerviah 
GI'eenwoiod, his wife, was born at Royalston, 1\tlass., in 1767. 
On June 20, 1793, he married Sal1y Davis, of \tthe san1e place, 
who wa.s born at Templeton, l\1Iass., in 177 4; their children 
were: 

John, b:o-rn 1794, die:d 1811. 
J o:nrut1han, born 1776, died 1877. 
Esther, born November, 1800, idied April, 1843. 
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SaHy~ born 18027 diPd October~, 1877. 
Daniel, born 1804. 
Geo:rge, born December, 1806, died Octo,ber 19, 1872. 
/Silas, born 1809, died 1884. 
J,oanna, bo'rn 1812. 
Joel, born N ovemher 15, 1815, died 1909. 
Mary May, born 1818. 
J1onathan Woodbury first came to Vermont in 1790, and 

purchased land in the town of Baltim1ore whieh was then an 
unbroken forest; he went to Massachusetts for the ,vinter, 
and returned in the sprirng artd1 began 1c.learing up his land and 
sowing wheat, then returned to Massachusetts for the winter. 
In 1792, he returned cleared more land, built a log house, har­
v,ested hils \V1heait and then went to Massachuse!trt.s for the win­
ter. On the 20th of June, 1793, with his newly wedded wife, he 
returned to Vermont. They !made the journey on ho,rse·back, a 
cliistanc,e of sixty-fiv•e miles, and a m1a-n followed with the house­
ho1d go.ods dra,w:n by a yoke of ,oxen. 

In ltlhe first years ,of their ma;rried Life they endiuTed the 
usual har,d.ships and privations incident •to pioneer life. Among 
the mos1t ,serious inconveniences was the la.ck of grist mills. The 
first milling was done in what is now called Whitesville in the 
town of Cavendis:h. Mr. Woodbury wa1s ohlige:d1 to carry the 
grain 10n his back over, Hawk m10runtain to the mill. 

The purc1hase of goods wias usually made alt Charleston, N. 
H. These trips w·ere U!sually made and the goods brought 
lhome on hors•ehack. Mr. Wood!buriy was a man of large busi­
ness energy and enteriprise. He purchased more land in 
Baltim1ore 1and in Springfield, and erect,ed substantial auld. ,c!o,m­
modious ibuildings. B1y his own industry and the aid of his 
sons he cleared up the origin:a1 farm and the .<,tiher lands and 
{Was able to keep a lartge stoeik of c·a-t!t.le and car.cy on a large 
and pr,ofit ble business at fatf•ming. 

In the spring of 1822 he sold the original farm at Baltini:ore 
1and purchased one at Springfield ,vhere he re1sided ·with his 
family. He died in 1842 ·at the age of seventy-five years. He 
commenced his business life soon afte.t1" t1he close ,of the Revo-
1 utionary War when the coun!try was poor, and money was 

-10--



scarce and very hard to get. IIis frrst earnings were $3. 50 
per m1onth in payment for !services on a farun. Star~ing in the 
tin1es he did, making a home in a ne,v country and rearing a 
hrge family, he encouraged habits of industry and economy 
1,y hich he retained through life, and by the exercise of these 
habiits he acquired an an11ount of property ·which was 1unusual 
for a farmer to ,possess in those days. (History of .Springfield, 
Vt., 1895.) 

Esther Woodbury, daughter of Jonathan Woodbury and 
his ·wife, Sally Davis, was horn in the town of Baltimore, state 
of Vermont~ November 29, 1800. She attended the public 
school of the neighborhood which lasted hut a ~ew months in 
the yea1r. At that 1time it was not thought neicessar.v that 
girls have m11cJh schooling. If -they could read 11:lhe Bible and 
Prayer Book and write a letter that was thoug1ht to b0 ~uf­
ficient. But Esther Woodbury wa\s arubi1tious and ~.vanted 
more than this, and ,she :succeeldied in getting m•o,re. She gain eel 
sOlme distinction in that com,mun.ity by being among the first, if 
not the very fitrst w-oman scJhool teache-r in t'hiat part of N·e"'· 
Englland. 

At that time the w,o,m-en in the famiily we:re expected to 
card the wool and spin and weave the cloth and make tl1 e 
cloithing for tlhe family except in caise ,of the wealthy when it 
was imported fl'lom Eillgland. 

On March 7, 1830, Esther Woodbury and Joel Ellifs w·erre 
mair:riied ,at the home of Jonathan Woodbury at Springfield, 
Vermont, an\d am:ong their 1c:hildr:en, a·s -stated a1boiVe, was the 
writer. 

Alexander Parkman Da.vis. 
Alexander Parkman Davis ·w:as horn near Templeton, 

Mass., in 1750. 
In the Town ReC10-rds of Templeton, Mass., is found the fol­

lowing reeiord 10,£ birth of the cJhi]dren of Alexander Parkman 
Davii;; and 'his wife, Abigail : 

Sallie, horn June 17, 1773. 
Parkman, born June 27, 1775. 
Willirum, ,baptized May 30, 1779. Church record. 
Anrna, baptized Octoher 7, 1781. Church record. 
Alexander Par:mman Davis enlisted in Col. Nathan Spar-
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hauk 's Regiment, Sep:tember 29, 1777. Congressional Library, 
Washington, D. C. 

In 1785 A[exander Parrkman Davis and Mrs. Martha Walk 
were married at Royalston, Mass. 

,Salllie Davis was marTied to Jonathan Woodbury June, 
1792. 

Alexander Parkman Darvis died at Royalston, Mass., Au­
gust 5, 1831. 

Martha, widow 1CYf Afexande.ir P. Da:vis, died 1iay 15, 1832. 
( Town Records of Royalston, Mass.) 

Edmond Freeman. 

Edmond Freeman is fir,st mentioned as living in 1Saugus, 
now Lynn, Mass., in 1632. In 1637 the Olid Colony of Ply­
mouth ga.ve a grant for :t:he town of ;Sandwich in these words: 
' ( It is ordered that ten .men •of Saugus, namely, Edmond Free­
man (a.nd others) ,shall rhave liherty to view a place to sit down 
on, andi sufficient land for three .sco,r,e £a.milies upon the 1condi­
tions propounded to them by the Governor and Mr. Win­
slow.'' 

Edmond Freeman ( and the othe~s) a0c1eptekl the condiltions 
and selected the ·site f•or the town whirch they named Sandwich, 
and here Edmond Freeman r·esidt<l. during his life and he was 
bwied ·here in 1682. From Norton's Memo.rial1s. 

Edmond Freemalll's name first appea.rs on the recor!ds as 
Governor's assistant in 1643. Homer Prince ,va.s :a;ls.o a.ssiista.nt 
allthough he ·had ,been Governor before at different ti•me,s. Wil­
liam Bra:d:£01rd was Governor in 1640. In 1641 Bradford was 
Governor, Freeman and Prince assistantis, and •also Miles Stand­
ish both years. In 1643 these three held the same positions, 1644 
Edward Winslow was Go;ver.nor, William Bradford, Edmonld 
Freeman and Hom.er Briince assistants. In 1645 William BraJ­
ford, Edmond Freeman anid Ho.mer· Prince, a-ssistants. In 
1646 Governor Bradford re-elected Edm1ond Freeman, of Sand­
wich ,:fior the seventh time as Assistant Governor. (From 
Freeman's History of Cape Cod, page 192.) (Same, page 204.) 
In 1651 Edmond Freem·an and wife were fined for not fre­
quenting the public wioa.-ship of God. In 1659 the Marshal of 
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Sandwic1h called 'On Edmond Freeman to assi,st hiim in coUect­
ing the ,church levy for support of t:he ministry. 11:r. Free­
marn r,efuse'd anJd wa'S fined 10 shilling,s. 

(From History of Oape Cod.) Edmond Freeman ,pur­
chased land from lthe Indians near Sa0onse.sett (Barnstable) in 
1665. He was elec'te,d Judge of Select Court in !Sandwich in 
1679. AccorJing to the :ffireemiarn Genealogy, 1875, part fil'lst, 
page 9, Edmond Freeman was horn in 1590. Family tradition 
has it that he came from Devons>hire, blut tlhere are circum­
stance,s indicating he ,came from Oxford. He dlied in 1682 in 
Sandwich, ·the lt101wn, he founded. His des:cendants ha,ve re,c·ent­
ly erected a tablet to his meimo.r,y. Man~ of his de.sc.endants 
are pro.minent citizens of '3andwich at 1Jhe pre1sent time. 

The Ellis Family. 

John Ellis, Jr., -direct anc,estor of the writer, IS.arah J. El\lis 
( YeaJter) , came to Plymouth on the Mayflower. ( See T,o!Wll 
Reco,rds of SandWiicih, M·a.ss., Vol. I.) He wa'.S an offieer 10n the 
vessel. H·e was a 'Surveyor, an!d helped to lay :off :the town of 
Sandwich, Mass., ,and settled there, and he surveyed much of 
the land in that vicinity. 

In 1644 he m,arried Eliza'beth Freeman, seciond daughter of 
Edmond Freeman,_ born in England in 1625. (See Davis' 
Ancient L1andmarks •of Plymouth.) (New England Genealogi­
cal. Register, Vol. 5, page 85. Art. First Settlers of Roches-
ter, M3.lss,.) T,heir ,sons were: 

Bennet, born 1649. 
l\fordicai, born 1651. 
Joel, 1born 1655. 
N at:harnieil., .bo!rn 1657. 
Mathias. 
Jo1hni. 
Samuel. 
Freeman. 
In 1653 dur,ing King Philips war John Ellis, from 8and­

wiclh, w1a1s commissi1oned lieutenant at Chelmsfor,d gar.:rison, No­
vember 20, 1675. 
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Willia·m Masterson, :of Sandw·ich, Eng., married l\'.Iary 
Goodall, of Hiester, Eng. His brother-in-law, John Ellis, wit­
nessed the ceremony. From Records ·of J. Wingate, Antiquar­
ian, page 56. 

In "Founde1~s of New England" by Drode, John Ellis is 
mentioned as found in \the Leyden Reciords. 

J-ohn Ellis died at .Sandwich in 1677. 
Freeman Ellis, son of John Ellis, Jr., born in 1662, settled 

in Rochester, M·ass., and by ,vife, Mary, ·had :sons named Joel, 
Ebenezer, Mordicai and Gide•on. (Davis' Ancient Landmarks 
of Rochester, Mass.) 

Jioel Ellis, son; of Freem.an Ellis, married Mary Getdhell 
May 5, 1716. (O]d !l"ec,ords of Ta.unton, Maiss.) In the .same 
records i,s recovded a deed of land made by Joel Ellis and wilf e, 
l\!I.ary Getchell, which land had been deeded to Mrs. Ellis, then 
lVIary Getchell, by Thomas Getchell and wife, Mary, in 1715. 
Their c·hildren were : 

William, born Dec-ember 4, 1717. 
Eliza·beth, born December 14, 1719. 
Dori,by, 'born September 2, 1722. 
J-oel, horn No,vemher 14, 1724. 
Mary, bo:rn March 7, 1726. 
Peace, born Fe bruiary 5, 1729 . 
(T·own Records of Roclhester, M~ss.) (New Englanld His-

torical Genealogical Register, A.rt. First Settlers of Rochester, 
Ma·ss.) 

Joel EHi,s, :son of J10.el Ellis and Mary Get~hell, his wife, 
was born November 14, 1724. E,arly in life he went to sea and 
followed the 1calling ·df whaler m·ost ,of his life. On May 2, 1754, 
he married Eliizabeth Clap. Thei•r children -were: 

·Ge01rge, horn June 13, 1755. 
Ebenezer, 1born February 4, 1757; cUed 1759. 
Mary, born Aprrl 26, 1760. 
Ebenezer, born Jnne 26~ 1762. 
Thankful, bo,rn l\T~Nie·h 4, 1764. 
!Susanna, born September 3, 1769. 
Benjamin, born June 9, 1772 . 
. ( Town Records of Roclhetsier, Mass.) 
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'' On April 19, 1775, Joel Ellis responded to the Lexington 
alarm and joined the Rochester seC'ond foot 00:mpany of 
militia.'' In the I-Iistory of Plymouth Co., Mrnss., ,vith biogra;phi­
cal sketches of many of its pioneers and prominent 1nen, page 
331, is :Bound "Rochester second :foot co1npany of militia that 
responded to the Lexington alarm .April 19, 1775, Oorporal 
Joel Ellis . ' ' 

In Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revoluti'o-nary 
War (Boston 1899) Vol. 5, page 305, "Joel Ellis, private, Capt. 
Nathanie'l Hammond '1s (2nd Roc!hester) Co. which im:arched 
April 20, 1775. Dis·ciharged September 11, 1778. '' 

After his discharge Joel Ellis returned to his former 'o,eicu­
pation as !a whaler whic·h he follo-wed for :some years. He 
never returned fr,o.m his last voyage, bult died on shipboard and 
was buried at sea, 1785. 

Ebenez.er Elli,s, son of Joel Elllis, was born on a farm near 
Rochesterv, Mass., in 1762. ·He follow·ed .tlhe occupati·on of 
farming and ~aving acquired a 1farm of his own near the one 
where 1he was born, on November 26, 1787, he married Pricill3. 
White and took her to the home he 'bad prepared for her. 
Here their 1ten children were born : 

Benjamin, 1789. 
Ebenezer, 1791. 
Elizrubeth, 1792 . 
'Susanna, 1794. 
Deborah, 1796. 
George, 1799. 
Pricilla, 1801. 
J,oel, 1803 . 
Isaiah, 1806. 
Loraine, 1808. 

In 1835 P,ricilla Ellis, wife o·f Ebenezer E1llis, died rr01m 
sma1l1pox and so muclh was the disease dreaded at that time that 
her remains were n:o:t allowe 1 to be bnried in the ·church bury­
ing ground, but were laid to re-st under a large cheis:tnult t1ree on 
the farm. Ebenezer ElQis po:ssess1ed a very vigorous constitu-
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tion and at the age of seventy-nine years traveled by stage over 
t•he rough New En;gland roa!dis f1ro1n his home in Ro1chester, 
Mass., ,t.o the home of his son, Joel Ellis, in Hardwick, Vermonlt, 
and after a visit with his son's family returned in the same 
way. This was lbef10re the time of railroads and most of the 
travell was done either on horse'back, in private ca!t"riages or by 
stage co·ach. 

Eheneze.r Ellis died November 10, 1845, at ·Rochester, 
Maiss. He le:Bt a J.arge estate whic'h was divided a,mong lhis 
C'hildren. 

J oe1l Ellis, son of Ebenezer Ellis, was born Marc·h 29, 1803, 
at Rochester, M·ass. As a young man he went •to sea. He 
made two voyages on a wha,le ship with his two older brothers 
as captain and mate respectively. Aifter the secon1d voya.ge 
he quit tfue sea and 1began fanming in1 Barnard, V eirmo11t. 

On Mar.ch 7, 1830, he married Esther Woodbury and took 
his bride to his iarm, where they lived two years, and where 
their first child, Joel Addison 'Hartley, was born, but not being 
satisfied there, they ,sold tiha t farm and secured auOilher iu 
Washington Co., near Montpelier, Vt. Here 1Sarah Janette, the 
writer, George and Harriet were born. They lived on this farm 
sevelll years when the spirit of 1unrest again seized the-m .and 
the~ sold ,t:his farm and bought another larg-er one in the north­
ern part of the state iwhere land was cheaper. Only a small 
part of the land was cleared of timben., 1but t'he timber land was 
suited for grazing ,sheep. This farm was located in Hard ,vick 
township, Caledonia county, Vermont. 

On it:he c1eared land on tlhi.s farm were tw,o im,mense gl"anite 
boulders nearly thirty feet in diameter. They were shaped 
like cubes with the edges and c·orners worn off and were sup­
posed to thave been brought there during the. glacial period. 
These boulders were too valuable to be preserved as curiosities 
and in 1842 Mr. Ellis sold them ito be used as .building- material 
in the town of Hardwick. 

Estiher W oodhury Ellis :died April 11, 1843, and ·was buried 
in the cemetery at Hardwick, Vermont. 

Joel Ellis remained a fe--w years in Hardwick where he mar­
ried ·his ,second wife, then went to Wisc'ons.in, but afte,r the 
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death of his second wiife went 1t10 tthe home of his son, J. A. H. 
Ellis, in Springfield, Vt., where :he died September 10, 1881, 
His children by his first wife ·were: 

Joel Addison Hartly, born at Bairnard, Vt., Nov. 24, 1830. 
:S.ara1h J ainette, born at 1\1:ontpelier, l\larch 31, 1832. 
George W ookl!bury, born at l\ilontpelier, Jan. 10, 1834. 
Harriet Joan, born at l\1ontpelier, May 28, 1835. 
Chrurles Davis, born at Hardwick, April 22, 1839. 
John Quincy, 1born at Hardwick, August 26, 1841. 
S.arah J aneittte Ellis, the writer of tJhis sketch, daughter of 

Joel Ellis and Esther W'oodbury, ·his wife, w-as born near Mont­
pelier, Vermont, March 31, 1832. She atltended the public 
school at H·ardwick and at Springfield, Vt., and was graduated 
from the ,Springfield W·esleyan Seminary in June, 1850. iShe 
taugtht school for a few years in V-ermont and in 1855, went to 
Missouri where she a,ccepteld tihe position of principal of Osage 
Aicademy at Osce;ola, St. Clair ,counlt~, Mo., which position she 
held till 1858 . 

On July 22, 1858, :Sarah J anctte Ellis wa;s married to John 
Jameson Yeater, a merchant o'f Osceola, and continued to res·ide 
there till the fall of 1861, when the itlown wa;s burned by the 
command of Gen. Lane, of Kansas. 

Gen. Lane !having learned thalt Mris. Yeater was a northern 
w,oman sent for- her and proposed that she influence her hus­
band to take the side of the north and the g,overn,menit would 
make giod.d their loss in the buirning of the town . 

. Mns. Yeater was one of the few i'lllhabFtants of Osc,edl1a who 
remained in the town when it was ·burned. Ml 1the men left 
the place and as many of the W10'men as could get •away went 
to tihe country for refuge. 

Mr. Yeater was horn in the South and his 1sympalthies were 
with that side, and Mrs. Yea.tier 1remained in tlhe :South during 
the Civil War and passed thr,ough many thrilling e~periences. 
In the spring of 1863, while Fayetteville, Ark., was a federal . 
post, a band of rebels made an ·attack on the post just 1at day­
light. Mr.s. Yea:ter was sick in bed with her tmo--year-old son 
by her side. From iher window she could ·see the soldier,s just 
from their beds and with part of their clothing in their hands 
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running to their places in their con1pan1es. She ,vas helped 
to partly dress and taken a:cross the yard to the ba,se1nent of a 
larger 1hiouse and a pallet made on the £100,r for her. Not mudh 
time was wastel and the fighting soon began. Tvvo houses al~ 
most alike ,stuo1cl on opposite sides of the street, one of them 
being the headquarters ,of the post, and the rebels mistook the 
,house where the women and cihildren had taken refuge for the 
headquarters. They had planted their cannon .on a hill about 
a mile away and trained it on the wrong house. Their aim was 
good .and at the beginning of the fig,ht a ball hiit. the jamb of 
iJhe ba,sement d0ior, splintered it, tore the bricks !from 1tlhe 
chimney, broke a kettle containing lye and rolled avvay, and 
when the bedding on which Mrs. Yeater and her son 'had been 
lying was \taken up, the ball rolled out of the ,bedding. In 
the room she had left the glass and •clhina were bDoken, sev-eral 
ba1ls had passed throug·h the room and two had gione thro1Ugh 
the bed whic,h M·rs. Yeater hrud left just as the fight beg.an. 

The post was abandoned soon after this fighft, but bands 
from both sides often came to the town and in August, 1863, 
scouts from the 1opposing armies ha,ppened to meet -at F.ayette­
viHe at ab'out four o '1cloek ·p. ·m. They :hastily formed in line 
of battle, the Federals across t'he garden of the 1house where 
Mris. Y•eater ,vas confined to her bed wibh a babe less than tiwo 
weeks ,old. She was lifted from the be!d to, a ,rocking ,chair, 
dragged across two rooms and got into the cellar where she 
rested on a pallet for several hours, but nigiht 1coming on both 
pa.rties ·reltre.ated under cover 1oif darkness. 

In tihe spring of 1864 Mrs. Yeater with her children, went 
from Fayetteville,_ .Ark., to ·Callaway county, Mo., where her 
husband's relatives, who sy1npathized ,vith the Confederate 
side, ·were wi]ling to furnish a place of refuge for her and 
her children fo:r a it.ime, and she ,spent the summer of 1864 
there, but in October started t10 go to her ·hn·sband, supposed 
to be in Texas. 

It s.o ha,ppened that Price's raid ca1ne thro1t1g:11 l\Iissonri 
just abont the time slhe .staflted, and this cornplicated matters 
very much, as no possible prtblric con.vey•ances ,vere pemnitted to 
leave the hnvns where the,re ·were army post1s, and she founJ 

-18-



great difficulty in getting· to Fayetteville, Ark., being compell­
ed to go part of the ,vay in an ox ·wagon driven by a wornan. 
She was attacked by bushwhackers, near Bentonville, .A.rk., and 
robbed of most of her ·own and children's cl,othing, but .reached 
Fayetteville soon after Price's c,,·1;n1na11d had passed. 

Here ~Irs. Yeater remained' a fe,v days to resit, .and her 
husband being a Roya:l Arc\h lVla.son the 1\1:asons in the town as­
sited !b.e.r in getting \horses and ,a vehicle ·with whi,ch 1to continue 
her journey south. 

Three wnmen with a ten-year-old boy, all riding .horseback, 
started south witlh Mr.s. Yeater, who with her two ,children, 
aged three years and eighteen months ,respectively, and a wo~ 
man who drove for her, started together. The trip from Fay­
etteville, Ark., to Ft. Smith was made under the pr.otection of 
a s,cuut carrying ,the U. S. 1mail 1and was without incident. 

With some difficulty t\he party found a house where tlhey 
Recured lodging for the night and breakfast the next mo•rning. 
Mrs. Yeater put up a lunch for the children that day hUJt ex­
pected to get lodging· and meals at the houses along the road. 
She, however, took the prec.aution to provide some corn for the 
hori~es as she knew ,tha t in f.ollowing an army the ,slurp ply of 
horse feed would ;be very scarce. It was now December, and 
·while the da'Y•S were pleasant tlhe nights were chilly. 

T:he party started off in goo1d ·spirits •and traveled on 
1ihirough the day, not stopping for lunch, perhaps, because they 
saw no suitable pla:ce 1to get a lunc!h, but a1s the sun began to 
sink in the ,vest their tlh.oughts were directed toWia~d a lodging 
pl1a.ce for the nig,ht, and it then oc.c1urred to them that 1~hey had 
seen no one, and .passed no house since 11 o'clock. Still they 
felt no alarm and when at :about .sunset they came to a plaice 
wlhere it.he house had ,been burned but f.he g,ranary left 1sitanding 
Mrs. Yeater proposed camping· there for the night. ·The others 
objecteld, saying it ,vas a n1oonlight nig~ht and they mig,ht g·o 
on for s•ome hours yet. But Mrs .. Yeater, :thinking of her 
hio.rses, declined to go fantlheri and fed and ,v,atered ·her horses. 
She gave her children part of tihe remains of the lnrnclh, and 
using the \\Taps for bed<l ing laid dovvn to rest, and slept with­
out any disturha.nce. They started ea:rly in the morning still 
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hoping to find people living by the roadside, but they traveled 
on fo,r eight days and nigihts ,vithout meeting a hUJm,an being. 
They stopped to rest 1and graze theilr horses in the middle orf the 
ih1v }lll,1 O(l(l'nniArl ~ v~n~n+ n<:i:h-in •:it -n-io•h+ ~1Y1·• -f,.,.,.;:i +1,~.....,. ,-.n,.,.;:i 
----,c1 ___ ...., __ ----r-.....,_._ - .. ......,.....,...,.,.,&.....&V 'VUJ;"-'.1..LL UV .J...J....L6L.&.lJ • .i..· V.l. ...L·VVLl L,,.l..LVj u~c;u 

:tihe corn in tended for the horses. For.tuna tely one of the wo. 
men was a 1s:moker •and had provilded (herself with .matc·hes to 
light her pipe, else they w.ould .have 'been without any fire. On 
the fifth dia.y they came across a herd of ,cattle grazing on tJhe 
prairie and succeeded in enticing a ·cow anJ her calf away from 
the otihers w:iith a ,cup of ·salt they had taken for the horses. 
They caught the 10alf, tied it and ·butchered it with a pocket 
knife, then rorusted the meat by the fire and ate it ,vithout 
bread ,or salt. 

On the ninth 1day they met an Indian going haick 1along 1Jhe 
;road hunting 'his hors,es, and he directed tJhem where to turn 
off the main road and they would find ,people living in their 
houses who would provide food for ~hem, and •a'fter that they 
fared better. They reaiclhed Clarksville, Texas, Decem·ber 20, 
about three weeks from the time of starting. 

Fortunately there was no rain while they were out, for they 
tl'laveled ailong the ,old government roaid from Ft. .Smith to 
Texas and the bridges w,ere impassable and lhad ·Vhe streams 
been full, tlhe fords would ha v.e been dangerous for women with 
horses in the improvished condition theirs were in. It ·began 
to rain when they were within two ,or tihree miles 1of Clarksville 
and continued ·to rain for several day;s. 

A messenger was disprut1ched for Mr. Yeater, whose regi­
ment wa.s a·bout forty miles away, ain,d he soon covered :tihat dis­
tan,c,e when he learned hi.s fiamily, that he had not seen in near­
ly twio years, w.as so near. He found a boarding place for lhis 
lfamily near the crnmp and they spent the winter in Texas 1and 
Louisiana, and in June they returned to Missouri together by 
steamboat down the Red river and up the Mississippi, the 
division of the ia.rmy to which Mr. Yeater belonged ·having been 
disbanded at Shreveport, Louisiana. 

(A full -account of the foreg·oing was compo1sej by the 
wriiter and printed in 1910, entitled "Civil War Experiences 
of Sar.ah J. Yeater.") 
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A History of the Ball and Jameson Families. 

Fron1 fiayden 's Virginia Genealogies ,ve leaTn that :the 
ear lie st known ancestor of John Jameson Yeater was Col. Wm. 
Ball, 1615-1689, ·who as cavalier served King Charles I dur­
ing the civil war. The King ,vas beheaded in 1649 and Col. 
William Ball came witlh ,o,ther Royalists to America in 1650 and 
,vas a planter at Millenbeck on the Rappahannock river in Lan­
caster county, Virginia. His wife was I-Iaunah Athesold, 1610-
1669, daughter of Thomas Athesold, of Baingh, and Mary Ves­
sey Herbert, of Baugh, Suffolk -county, England. 

Their ,cihildren ·were Riehard, William, Joseph and Hannruh. 
Their son, -Col. Joseph Ball, 1649-1715, of Epping F-ores1t, 

Es:sex county, Engiland, and Epping Forest, Lancaster county, 
Viriginia, married Mrs. Mary Montague Johnson, 1721, de­
cended from the extinct Ear1s of Saulsbury. 

Ma·ry Ball, 1716-1787, daughter of Joseph Ball, and J\Irs. 
Mary :M-onta.gue J oihnson Ba,11 marvied Augustine W1a.shington 
Marcih 6, 1730, •and became the mother of George Wasihington 
February 22, 1732, and thus the ·chil iren of the writer through 
John J. Yeater, their father, are relatives of the Father of his 
Country. 

William Ball wa:s an older brother of Joseph Ball, the 
fat her of Mary Ball, who w•as the ·motlher of W as1hington. 
William B.all married Margaret Dnwnman, of Virginia, 1a.nl 
their son, Samuel Ball, was one •olf the veS"Jtry of ;St. Marks 
church, elected J1a.rnuary 1, 1730, and remained an officer in that 
parish till his death in 1751. 

Samuel Ball, :their son, ,married Ann Oatherine Taylor in 
Laincaster county, Va., November 25, 1717. 

Judith Ball, daughter of Samwel Ball arnd Ann Catherine 
Tay1or m•airried John I-Iackley, also a vestryman, in 17 42. 

Judit'l1 Ball Hackley, daughter of John Hackley and Judit:h 
Ball m1arried Thomas James1on, of Virginia, ·who was an· elder 
brother of Col. Joihn Jameson, to who1m l\1aj. Andre was de­
livered by his captors, he being c,ommander of the nearest 
post. 

Tho1nas Ja1neson and wife, Judith Ball flaiekley Jameson, 
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1noved from Virginia to Fayette county, now M,ontgomery coun­
ty, Kenturcky, in 1782, arud settled on twenty-five hundred aicres 
of land that he had entered lVIay 9, 1780. Tombstones now 
mark the gr-aves of T1hornas Jameson and J udiJth Ball Hackley 
Jameson, lb.is ,vif e, in tlhe garden near the brick ihouse he built 
in 1800. 

John Jam.eson, son of Thomas J aimeson and Judith Ball 
Hackley Jameson, was born in Virginia in 1769; he married 
J aley Reede, bo,rn in Virginia 1770. 

Tiheir children were James, .Samuel, Lucy, Thomas, IS.a~ah, 
John, Judith, Isaac, Newton, Amanja and Betsey. 

They moved to Callaway county, Missouri, in 1824, and set­
tled on ,a farm near Fulton. 

John J a.meson died iSeptember 11, 1834, and J,aley Ree le 
J·ameson died April 15, 1835. They were buried in a priv:ate 
burying ground near Fu~ton, Missouri. 

Juditih Jameson, daughter of J1o'hn Jameson and Jaley 
Reede, born .at Mount Stirling, Ky., J-anruiary 5, 1805, married 
Charles Honeyman Yeater September 2, 1830, ,at Fulton, Mo. 

Charles Honeyman Yeater w.as born in Boul.'lbon county, 
Kentucky, January 25, 1808. He came with his parents to 
Missouri in 1818 and was married in Callaway county Septem­
ber 2, 1830. He ldied in Charlestown, Ark., May 6, 1862. His 
wife, J uJitih Jameson Yeater, -died a.t Fayetteville, Ark., O,cto­
ber 14, 1866. 

T.heir children were John J a.meson, born December 1, 1831, 
died Mareh 25, 1909; J•aley, born D.ecember 26, 1833, died De­
cember 22, 1834; Joseph K., born December 21, 1838, died 
April 16, 1897; ma,rried (Mary Dean Octoher 31, 1871; S.arah J., 
born Mwrch _12, 1845, married E. B. Harrison, December 8, 
1864, a.t F1ulton, M,O'. 

Jorhn Jame.son Yeater, son of Cha:r.les Honeyman, Yeater 
and Judith J,a,meson his wilfe, ,married Sairah Janette Ellis, of 
Morntpelier, Vermont, at Osceola, Mrssouri, July 22, 1858. 
Their cihidren were : 

Charles Emmett, born .. A .. pril 24, 1861. 
L,arrnra J,ameson, born October 1, 1865. 
Merritt W esit,, born March 1, 1868. 
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Stella Woodbury, born ]\;larch 3, 1874. 
John Jameson Yeater died 1\-Ia,rcfu 25, 1909, at iSeda1ia, Mis-. 

sour1. 
( Joseph K. Yeater and his wife, Mary Dean, had one 

daughter, Oora, born Se\ptember 14, 1872, who married W. H. 
Schnare, of !Sedalia, J\ifo., and have -one son, Dean, born Septem­
ber 20, 1903. E. B. T-Iarrison an::l Sarah Yeater Harrison 
have .three children-Joseph C., born Septem!ber., 1866; Lida, 
born November 30, 1868, and Ralph, born February 8, 1883, all 
residing jn Fayetteville, Ark., and these memoranda are in­
serted so as to furnish to them that part of th~s genealogy 
which includes .a parrt oJ their ancestry.) 

From the '' J amesons in America.'' 

James Jameson, the first one ,of the J,am.eson family known, 
resided with his wife, Margaret, in the Parish of St. Anne, in 
Essex ,county, Virginia. They gave a deed conveying fifty 
acres of land to T.homas Short, wthich was recol'd.ed May 11, 
1720. 

M,argairet Jameson pro bwbly died before her lh118band as 

no menti1on of her is maJde in the willl w hic'h was -dated April 
19, 1736, and pro,bated November 17, 1736. 

J,ames Jarrneson qualified as constable December 17, 1719. 
The family were of S-cottish desicent and were engaged in :tmde 
with the colonies. 

Thomas Jameson, son of J amas J a.me-son and Margaret, lhis 
wife, was born i-n St. Anne's Pari.~h, Essex c.ounty, Va., and in 
1768 he iresided in Or,ange county, Va., and is mentioned in 
ThomaisiWalker's Journal of 1750 as Capt. Jameson near Panth­
er's Gap, Rocklbridge county, Va. :Socially he is styled "gen­
tleman,'' and he held the office of justice of t!1e peace. His ·son, 
Thomas Jameson, born May, 1743, in Culpepper county, Va., 
married Judith Ball Hackley, daugihter of J,o,hn Hackley ~nd 
,Jrudith Ball. They resided in Oulpepper eounty, Va., till 1782, 
w:hen they removed to Mt . .Sterling, Montg-omery cournty, Ky., 
,v here he died .AJu1gust 14, 1827. 

Thomas Jameson was G01mmissioned Ensign ,olf Militia Feb­
ruacy 25, 1773, and wrus one of ,the two hunidre-d and sixty.eight 
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persons of the :n1ost respectable families ·who subscribed to an 
oatlh of allegiance to the Commonwealth of Virginia ,renouncing 
allegiance to King Geo~ge III, early in the history of 11he lde­
te1~1nined resist,a.nce .of the American Colonists 1to B,ritish op-­
press1on. 

The firist clay the treasury wa:riraints were :vor sale, he pur­
chased twenty-five hundred (2500) acrres of land wh:iich he lo­
cated l\iay 9, 1780, a :little north of l\f t . .Sterling, Tuiontgomery 
county, Kentucky. 

Ln this vicinity at the same time his uncle, David Jameson, 
purchased thirty-five hundred acres of land. In 1802 Mr. 
Jameson erected a substantial brick 1dwelling w:hieh remained 
in ,the family till 1894. He was buried near Mt. Sterling and 
his ton1bstone which was standing in 1900 read: 

"Thom.as J.ameson, .Sen., emig.rated from Culpepper 1C. H. 
Va., 1782. Died August 14, 1827, aged 84 years." 

( J amesons in Ameri,ca, page 136, and William and Mairy 
College Quarterly, Vol. 3, page 199.) 

A History. of the Yeater Family. 

According to tradition the Yea ters first came from ·Ger­
many and settled in Pennsylvania. The .grandfather of John 
J·. Yeater, the husband of the ·writer, was Conrad Yeater, a 
farmer and miller, ,vho was 1born in Pennsylviania April 1, 1769, 
and died in Fulton, Mo., Atugust 15, 1834. Conrad Yeater 
married Sarah Honeyman in Virginia in 1789. She was born 
in New Jersey September 2, 1768, her 'mother being Eliza1beth 
Boardman, ,of ·Con11ecti,cut, and died in F'ulton, Missouri, July 
4, 1834. They were both buried in the private burying 
ground of their son, Peter Yeater, near Warrenton, Mo. In 
the '' History of the Honeyman Fa:mily,'' covering the period 
from 1548 to 1908, written b~r ... t\.. v·an Doren Honeyman, and 
pnbljshed by Honeyman 's Publishing House at Plainfield, N. J., 
1909, the proba:ble ancestry of Sarah Honeyman is set forth 
at page 259 and at page 199 and :srti'.bsequent pages. From 
this it appears that Sarah Honeyman was the daughter of 
Samuel Honeyman, of Philadelphia, who was born April 15, 
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1743. Dr. Charles H. Yeater, of Frankfort, 1Io., leiarned from his 
father, Henry Yeater, son of Conrad Yeater, that his granl­
mother, rSarah Honeyman, was a daughter of Samuel H•oney­
m,an, of Philadelphia. Samiuel Honey,m:an was a house car­
penter, and was living in 1782; the tax lists of Philadelphia 
show that he was taxed from. 1769 to 1782. Apparently he 
resided in Mulberry W\llrd from 1769 to 1780. In 1780 he 
was taxed 6 pounds and 12 shillings on 2,400 pounds of real 
estate. Samuel Honey,man was the sion of William Honey­
man who was born in England December 2, 1711, and died 
in Philadelphia Marc·h 14, 1774. William Honeyman seems to 
have been quite a property owner in Philadelphia. In 1769 his 
property tax in High Street Ward was 30 pounds:; in 177 4, 3 
pounds, 6 shillings, 6 pence. A.fter his death his estate was 
taxed as follows: in 1779 in North Ward, 30 pounds; in 1780, 
in Mul'berry West Ward, 16 pounds, the latter being on a 
valuation of 6,000 pounds. The father of William was 
Sa,muel Honeyman of the northern part .of England, and of him 
no other information is .available. 

In t·he "Honeyman Family," beginning at page 259, is 
found a detailed acc,ount of all the Yeater family descended 
from Sarah Honeyman and her h'ushand, Conrad Yeater. The 
following statement appears on page 260 of that book: 

"There were Yeaters in Pennsylvania during and after 
the revolution. Among them were John Yeater, of Spring­
field township, Bucks county, taxed on 100 acres of land in 
1770 and 1784, Andrew Yeater, who :served as private in the 
Tenth Penna R€giment in 1780; Martin Yeater, resident of 
Manheim township, Lancaster township, Lancaster Co., in 
1782; IS\amuel Yeater, resident in Ne-w London township, Ches­
ter Co., in 1785; and Lodiwicik Yeater, taxed on 45 acres of 
land in Cumberland Co., in 1778. '' Either of these pers'Ons 
would ha•ve been of a suit1a1ble age to have been the father of 
Conrad Yeater, 1but no record has as yet been found by whi,ch 
the relationship can :be establis·hed. That there is no tradition 
in the family that he was descended from Andrew YeateT, the 
revolutionary soldier, would almost CJonclusively exclude him 
as ·an ancestor. 



R-eferences to Andrew Yeater are found in the Pennsyl­
vania Archives, Second Series, Vol. X, as follows : On the roll 
of the Tenth Regiment, kno,vn as the Colonel's Co,mpany An­
drew Yeater is listed as a private, one of 33 privates, on page 
734, and on page 739 the date of his enlistment is given as 
D-ecem1ber 1, 1776, but the name is mis-spelled ''Yetter. '' 
Again it appears correctly on page 758 as "Yeater, Andrew 
( e) Col,onel 's Company, August, 1778. '' In foot note on page 
7 43 appears the following: '' Those marked ( e) are taken 
from a list in the Secretary's office of soldiers whose de­
preciated pay escheated to the state." 

From a letter to the writer, dated Novem'.ber 10, 1905, 
from Mrs. J. Y. Spragg, then of Ridgeway, Mo., the following 
is quoted: 

'' My father is dead ibut his g!'landfather 's name was An­
drew Yeater, a revolutionary soldier and he entered the 
revolutionary army from somewhere in Eastern Pennsyl1vania, 
and -after the war settleJ on a claim in Green Co., Pa. In the 
year 1811 he had assessed to him 400 ,acres of land, -but w·hen 
he went into the war of 1812, some one moved on it and he 
lost it. My grandfather, John Yeater, was with him. Both 
died while my father, Joseph Yeater, was less than 9 years 
old." 

A letter from Dr. C. M. Yater, of Roswell, New Mexico, 
written in September, 1905, to Charles E. Yeater, of Sedalia, 
Mo., suggests that ·Conliad Yeater, who married Sarah Honey­
man, might be a ·brother to his great-grandfather, Henry Yater, 
notwithstanding the difference in the spelling of the family 
name by dro;pping-the letter e. As some of the Yeater family 
have dropped this letter that difference is not significant. Dr. 
Yater ':s grandfather, Henry, was the son of ,a. German revolu­
tionary soldier, also Henry Yeater, aeeording to the traditions 
of his family, and was ,born in 1783 on the ocean on the ,re­
turn of his parents from a visit to the old country. In a let­
ter of 1September 9, 1905, F. B. Y,ater, mother -of Dr. Yater, 
jnformed her son that his great grand father, Henry, could not 
have been born earlier than 1783, and that the elder Henry, the 



l'evolntionary soldier, ca111e to this country dnring the ,var of 
the revolution. Dr. Yater thinks that Conrad Yeater ·was the 
son of the elder Ifenry, hut this seems to me impossi1ble, be­
cause Conrad Yeater, according to the family records, ,v,as 
born in Pennsylvania .A,pril 1, 1769, before the elder Henry 
Yater came to this country during the revo1lutionary war. 

The follo,ving Y eaters are grand children of Benja.min 
Yeater, born June 20, 1803, and came from Green Co., 
Pennsy~van~a: Henry Yeater, Ashley, W. '\Ta. D. F. Yeater, 
Center Point, W. Va. 1\/[athias Yeater, King, Wetzel Go., W. Va. 
Zado1ck Yeater, Ashley, W. Va. In letters received from them, 
they :state that they are una;ble to give any infoDmation of 
their ancestry back of their grand£a ther. 

A letter dated September 30, 1906, to Charles E. Yeater, 
from J. G. Yeater, of Paola, Kansas, then 81 years of age, is in­
teresting, in that it indicates that the family name, Yeater, is 
spelled as it ,vas originally in Germany, except the substitu­
tion of the English letter y for the German j having the same 
sound. This letter is as follows: 

"Yours of the 26th inst. received and contents noted. 
Well, in the first place, I am_ a German by ,birth, born in 
Stuttgart, Kingdom of Wurtemburg, in 1825. My parents 
came to this country in 1828 and landed at Philadelphia, Pa. 
Father ,vas a shoen1aker and never worked at anything else all 
his life. I have no relatives in this country that I know- of 
exeept an uncle, a brother of fathe~, but we got lost from each 
other and I have never heard of him, think he was killell by 
Indians-went west. My father was George Yeater. l\1.y 
kin folks all li1ve in Pennsylvania, except a sister living :n 
White ,county, Indiana-never ,had any ·brother-had_ three 
sisters, all dead .but the one in Indiana. There ·were nine 
boys in father's family. I ,vonld be very much pleaserl if I 
could find son1e near relatives in this country, but I have l:>ng 
since given it np. This is all the information I can give." 

Returning to Conrad Yeater, it appears from the '' IIistory 
of the I-Ioney1nan J1.,a1nily, '' that in 1908 there had been 48:) 
descendants, fron1 hin1 and his ,v:ife, Sarah Honeyman, all of 
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w horn are set forth in complete detail. In that book, on page 
260, the following appears: 

'' After marriage, and ,proibably the same year, Conrad 
Yeater and wife went to near Mt. Sterling, Bourbon Co., Ken­
tucky, where their first ,child, Joseph B. Yeater, wa.s born. _i\..11 
the children, in fact, of Conrad Yeater were born there, and 
such grandchildren as were born prior to the fall of 1817. ln 
1817 they went to what was then St. Charles county, Mo., and 
in 1818 settled on CaIDip Branch. In December, 1818, ~[ont­
gomery county was estaiblished and included their home. In 
January, 1833, Warren county was 1cut off from Montgomery, 
so that thereafter that .county, ·with Warrenton as the county 
seat, became the1ir residence, and Warrenton their postoffi.ce.' ~ 

From the "History of Lincoln County, Missouri", (pub­
lished 1888, Godspeed P1ub. Co., Chicago,) it appears at page 
388, that Conrad Yeater, and one of his sons, Peter Yeater, 
were taxpayers on lands in that county in 1821. Als,o from 
this history it appears that Peter, his family name spelled 
Yates incorrectly, as in the History of Pioneer Families of Mis­
souri, g:ave bond to the county court in the sum of $1,000 as 
paymaster of the 11th regiment, 1st Div., Missouri militia. The 
reference to Peter Yeater in the Pioneer Families of Missouri 
just referred to, is f.ound at page 227 and there it is further 
stated that Conrad "Yates," came from Germany and first 
settled in Virginia and in 1818 came to Missouri. The family 
Bible records .show that Conrad Y e,ater was born a.s above 
'Stated in Pennsylvania on April 1, 1769, and he cam,e to Mis­
souri in the fall of 1817 from Kentucky, ha·ving married in 
1789 in Virginia. 

It also appears from the History of Pioneer Families of 
Missouri 1that Conrad Yeater built .a dwelling house in Warren­
ton and four mills. One mill was run by water, two by horses, 
and one by oxen. 

The children of Conrad Yeater and his ·vvife, Sarah I-Ioney­
man were: 

Joseph ·Boardman, born January 18, 1790. 
Peter 8., born N ovemlber 14, 1792. 
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l\Iary, born Jan nary 23, 1794. 
Elizabeth, born February 27, 1796. 
I-ienry, born April 1, 1797. 
Ann, ·born \September 27, 1800. 
Sarah, born November 27, 1802. 
Catherine, born ~1:arch 18, 1805. 
Charles Honeyman, born January 23, 1808. 
George Washington, 1born April 19, 1810. 
Conrad Yeater died Augrnst 15, 1834, and his ,vife, 8arah 

Honeyman, July 4, 1834. They were buried in the pri vatE-. 
burying ground of their son, Peter S., in Warren county, Mo. 

Peter Yeater married Dorcas D. Sconce Noven1her l.~1, 
1819, and settled in Warren county. He first built a stone 
chimney 8x9 feet in size and afterward built his cabin to the 
chimney. ·He obtained assistance from :St. Charles county to 
raise the house and as he furnished plenty of good whiskey it 
took a ,week to fin:ush the house. When the house was com­
pleted he gave ·a dance and while the danJcing was at its best 
the floor ,gave way and the company followed the floor to the 
cellar. Thon1as Howell played the fiddle and Bro. 'rhomas 
Bo,ven, ,v ho was a young minister then, danced as vigorously 
as any of the guests. (I-Iistory of Pioneer Familie~ in Mis­
.s,nuri, by Win. S. Br.vant and Robert Ross. Bryant, Ross & 
Co., St. Louis, Mo.) 

Charles Honeyn1an Yeater and his brother, George Wash­
ington, forn1ed a partnership and opened a general merchan­
dise store in Gasconade ·county, ·which they conducted together 
for a time, but eventually failed in business. In order to pay 
their credi,tnrs each gave a negro girl, ·who ,vas to be delivered 
the next day, ·but in the night the girl ,vho had 1belonged to 
George YPater, or his ·wife, was :s:pirited a,vay and was never 
recovered. This ended the ownership of slaves in the family 
of George Yeater. Charles II. Yeater delivered his servant 
according to contract, .but this did not release hi111 fro1n his 
credit.ors and thi:s indebtedness vvas a dravvba:ck to him in busi­
ness for several vears. 

'• 

Aft Pr this failure Charles II. Yeater began to look aro1und 
for a locality ·where he 1night start business ane·w, and finally 
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chose Osceola, St. Clair county, ~Io., nnd in 18--.1:1 opened a 
grocery store on a snu1ll :scale. llis business g-re\v slo,vly fro.rn 
this small beginning and he ren1ained in Osceola twenty yea,rs 
till the civil ,var began. Ile ,vas a very ontspoken secessionist 
and ·was al"ravs reach· t,o do all he conld for the Sonthern cause . ... , •J 

Ile ·wa:s a co1urageous man and ,vhen the first federal troops 
came to Osceola in the fall of 1861 the men of the tovvn in their 
enthusiasm, banded themselves together and ,vith vvhat arins 
they could find :prepared to fire on the federals from the bvnsh 
on e:a,ch siJ.e of the road as they caime into town. l\,Ir. Yeater 
had an old flint lock g,un and a1s he saw the troops coming 
1n the bright maon1ight, he took a stand in the middJle ·of the 
road and when he thought the company ·were within reach of 
his .gun, he tried hiJs best to fire into them, but the gun was 
old and rusty and would not respond to his efforts. A'fter 
one or tw;o attemjpts to shoot, he walked leisurely into the 
brush ·where his companions were concealed. 

After Osceola ,v.as burned and his store and warehouse 
"Were destroyed, l\Ir. Yeater and the other stockholders met and 
drew their money from the bank, and with his family and ser­
vants, l\'Ir. Yeater went farther south. His first stopping place 
was Fayetteville, Ark., and ,so confident was he of the suceess 
of the confederacy that he did not hesitate to invest his good 
gold and silver and begin business in Fayetteville. He even 
exchanged gold and silver for confederate money, at -a premiun1 
of course. When he kne,v the Northern army was on its way 
to Fayetteville, he again retreated in good order and went as 
far as Little Rock, Ark., but finding no good opportunity to go 
into 1business again _he started to return north, but was taken 
sick .at Charleston, Ark., where he died and was binried in the 
cen1etery there. Charles Honey1nan Yeater was born Jann­
ary 23, 1808. Ile was 1narried to Judith Jameson Septemiber 
2, 1830. Their chrildren ,vere : 

John J an1eson, born Decen1ber 1, 1831. 
J aly, born Dece1rnber 26, 18:3:3; died September 22, 1s:34. 
J-oseph K., born Dece1nber 21, 18:38; died April 16, 1897. 
Sarah, horn l\Iarch 12, 1845. 
Charles II. Yeater died lVIay 6, 1862, and his remains still 

rest in the cemetery at Charleston, Ark. 
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I-Iis vvife die<l in :B-,ayetteville, .... ..\.rk., October 1-1, 1866, ancl 
her ren1ains ,vere taken to Fulton, Thio., an.--1 buried in the 
Jameson family burial ground, by he:r request. 

1J ohn J a'n1eson Yeater, born in Troy, 1\1:o., in. 1831, ,vent 
·with his parent:s to Osceola, iro., in 1841. He there attended 
what schools there ,vere in the neighborhood and to complete 
his education in school, ·went to Highland academy· at Inde­
,pendence for one year. 

After leaving school he tried several different occupations, 
the first being the tanners trade; then he worked in the store 
with his father for a time, and in 1856 he ,gathered a drove 
of 1cattle which he fed through the winter and in the spring of 
1857 he dr,ove the cattle part of the way while the gra:ss ,vas 
good, then shipped them first to Chicago, where he sold part 
of the drove, and took the remainder to Albany, N. Y., where 
he disposed of most of them; then went with the milk cows to 
lVIassachusetts, realizing a good price for them there, and re­
turned to Osceola about Christmas of that year. 

In the spring of 1858 he opened a general .merchandise 
store in Osceola ·which ,vas the point where merchants from 
Southwest lVIissoiuri ,came to lay in their stock of goods, this 
being the head of steamboat navigation on the Osage river. 

On July 22, 1858, John J. Yeater and Sarah J aniette Ellis 
were married at Osce,ola, Mo. Their children were: 

Charles Em1nett, born April 24, 1861, at Osceola, Mo. 
Ellis Woods, born July 26, 1863, at Fayetteville, Ark. ; 

died Septem1ber 25, 1865. 
Laura Jameson, born October 1, 1865, at Georgeto,vn, Pet­

tis county, M,o. 
lVIer.ritt West, horn 1\1:arch 1, 1868, at Georgetown, Pettis 

·county, Mo. 
Ida Niaude, born July 10, 1872, at Sedalia, Thio.; died No­

vember 15, 1873. 
Stella vVoodbury, born lVIarch 3, 187 4, at Sedalia, Mo. 
"\"\l;hen the CivH vVar began in 1861 John Jameson Yeater, 

,vho had been a Douglas democDat, cast in his lot with the 
South and in 1862 joined the Confederate army. He belonged 

-31-



to the Tenth l\Iissouri Cavalry, l\Ta,rmadnke 's Brigade, Price's 
Division. I-le was Quartermaster and Commi.--;sary ·with the 
rank of Captain. He served in the army, till the close of 
the w·ar, and then took the follo'\\,,.ing oath of allegiance: 

Shreveport, La., June 9, 1865. 
Oath of allegiance administered to this offi-cer in accordance 

with -special order No. 215, Hd. Q,rs. of the ar111y, Shreve­
port, La. A.Iva D. Bisho,'.P, Captain and Pr.ovost l\farshal 
No. 248. 
I, the undersigned, prisoner of war, belonging to the army 

of the Trans-Mississippi Department, having been surrendered 
by Gener,al •Herley Sn1ith, commanding army division of West 
Mississippi, do hereby give my sulemn parole of honor that I 
,vill not herea:fter serve in the army of the Confederate States 
in any military capacity whatever, against the United 'States of 
America, ,or render aid to the latter until properly exchanged 
in .snch manner as shall ·be mutually approved by the resipeetive 
authorities. 

Residence, St. 1Clair county, Mo. 
J. J. YEATER, 

Captain, 10th Regt. Mo. Cavalry. 
Done at ,Shreveport, La., this 8th day of June, 1865. 

Approved: W. R. Beg-gs, Brig. Gen. C. S. A. ; G. L. An­
drews, Brig. Gen. U. iS. A., Commissioners. 

The above officer will not be disturbed by the United 
States authorities ais long as he obeys his parole and the laws in 
force where he resides. 

GEO. H. ANDE1RSON, 
Brig. Gen. U. S. A. and Provost Marshal General. 

After the cloise of the war Mr. Yeater ,vent first to Calla­
way county and began to make some effO'rt to straighten out 
his business so !Suddenly broken up by the burning 10£ Osceola 
by Gen. Lane and his Kansas men, when his dwelling and all 
its contents together with two large warehouses, well filled, 
were destroyed. 

His· creditors were easily found, but his debtors were scat. 

-32-



tered or ruined financially. He ,vas able to collect very little 
fr,om his business in Osceola, and he can1e to Sedalia in the fall 
of 1865, with very little capital with which to begin business, 
but he, with his brother, Joseph K. Yeater, and W. S. Baker) 
opened a wholesale 1and retail grocery store, and met with suc­

cess fr.om the first. 
·He took an active part in the organization of the Citizens 

National bank in 1872 and was chosen vice president and 
se,rved in that capacity till the death of Cli'fton Wood, the 
president, in 1877, when he was chosen to fill his place. After 
severing his c-onnection with the Citizens National bank he was 
instl"nmental in ,organizing the Bank of Commerce and served 
as its president until it wa.s sold and a1bsorbed by the Citizens 
National bank in 1901. 

About the year 1883 Mr. Yeater, with ·several friends, oif­
ganized the Missouri-Florida Cattle Co., of which he was 
chosen president. The company was to do business in New 
Mexieo in raising a.nrl marketing cattle. The company 1pre­
empted a track of land about 8x20 miles in extent, extending to 
the boundary line of Old Mexi1co, for a cattle ,ranch. This land 
was well set in prairie gra:ss -but almost destitute of water. 
Water was piped from a spring ,on the m01untain to troughs in 
the valley and wells were bored till a sufficient supply of wa­
ter was secured to begin, then the ranch was stocked with long 
horned cattle and ais the 0attle increased more wells were 
hored and pumps installed and everything seemed to prosper 
for a time. But at the time of the Indian raid in 1885, le.:1 by 
IIeronimo, the Indians visited the ranch, burned their etabins 
and murdered the superintendent and his wife, ·and drove •off 
their horses. This cr~ppled the com,pany to some extent and 
two dry seasons ha Ying fallowed, when the spring rains were 
almost an entire failure, and what little grass there was dried 
up ·so early in the season that it ·was impoJSsible to save hay for 
winter feeding. Also the fall rains ,vere much below the average 
so that the l\Iissouri-Fllorfrla Cattle comp'any found it:sei.f 
,vith several hundred cattle to feed and very little provided for 
them. The cactus is a plant indigious to the arid regions of 
New Mexico and Arizona and is always looked ,upon as a great 
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nuisance, being so armed ··with tho,rns that all animals avoid it, 
but ·when other food gave out they had recourse to the 1cactus 
beds ·which ·were plentiful in some part,s ,of the ranch. Each 
morning the cattle ·were rounded n p and driven to the cactus 
beds and with axes the men .split open sufficient cactus £or the 
animals for that day, they ate out the substance of the plant, 
leaving only the thorny skin with its thorns concealed. The 
herds never learned to like the caictus and never ,vent to it o·f 
their ·own aetcord. '\Vith the spring rains the gr.ass revived and 
everything looked :prosperous again. After this e:xiperience, 
having an opportunity to sell, the price of cattle having de­
clined in the meantime, they decided to sell out and wind up 
the business, which was done at some lo:ss. 

l\!I.r Yeater was a well kno-wn business man in Central 
l\iissouri and possessed the highest regard ,of all ,vho knew 
him. His life was flawless, he ahvays having the f,ullest con-­
fi.dence of all ,vho knew him and associated with him in busi­
ness and financial eireles. He died at hi:s horne in Sedalia, 
March 25, 1909, after a short illness from praralysis 

Charles Emmett Yeater, eldest son of John J. Yeater, was 
born April 24, 1861. He was educated in the public schools 
of Sedalia and was afterward graduated from the State U·ni­
versity at Columbia in the class ,of 1880. He ,vas adn1itted to 
the bar September 22, 1880, and was ap.p10,inted city attorney 
of !Sedalia in 1882, and special attorney for the government in 
the Court ,of Claims in 1888, and was elected to the St ate 
Senate in 1892. On October 19, 1887, he ·was married to Anna 
R-ichardson, in Sedalia. She vvas horn January 22, 1866. 
Their children are: 

Laurence Kenneth, born December 19, 1888. 
Frances, born January 17, 1894. 
Christine, born August 2, 1895. 
l\tlr. Yeater is novv, 1911, a practicing la,vyer in Sedalia. 
Laura J. Yeater, eldest daughter of ,John ~J. Yeater, was 

horn October 1, 1865. After graduating in Sedalia she attended 
Christian college in Columbia, lV[o., and ·was the valedictorian 
of her claS1s. After teaching in Sedalia two terms she went 
to Saltillo, Mexico, for a year and then to Rapid City, South 
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l)akota, ,vliere she was teacher df Latin. She then dt~c'.idcd to 
n1ake ten:2h1ng her life ·work and entered "\Vellesley col1eg·e for 
a fonr years 1c- 1uurse, ,vhich she con1pl0ted in due ti1ne, taking 
both the .A ... 13. and A. 1\L degrees at the san1e ti,1ne, having ac­
cornplisheJ five years of -work in four years time. After being 
graduated from V{ ellesley college in Jiune, 1900, she ·was 
elected to the chair of Latin and Greek at the l\Iissonri State 
N orn1al school at Warren~bnrg, -which position she still holds. 

u\Ierritt West Yeater, second son of John J. Yeater, after 
being graduated from the Sedalia public school entered the 
State University, and from there he ·went to the lviissouri 
School ·of ~1ines and Metalnrgy and ·was graduated fr-om that 
school taking the degrees -of C. E. and J\,1. E. lie ,v8Js assayer 
at the Gold King rnine at Teluride, Oolo., in 1887 and ,vas ap­
pointed city engineer of Sedalia in April, 1888, and held the 
position for seven yea-rs. ,He ·was city engineer of Behnont, 
Texas, t-wo years and has since follo,ved contrructing. 

Stella W1oodbury Yeater ,vas born in 187 4. .A.i!fter being 
graduated from the Sedalia high school and the Baptist colle-g-o 
at Lexington, l\Iio., 1she took a t,vo years course in the archi­
tectural department at the Art Institute in Chicago. She "'.,.as 
n1arried to John H. Brockmeyer, of Boonville, September 20, 
1~97, and is no,v living -at Eldon, n1fo. Their children are: 

Jeanette, born .April 25, 1903. 
John Yeater, born January 13, 1906. 
Laurence K. Yeater, son of Charles E1nn1ett Yeater, after 

being graduated fr,o.m the :Sedalia high school in 1905, attended 
Colorado college at Colorado Springs, Colo., one year and 
afterw;ard :Stanford University. 

Ile began ,vork in a ,vholesale paper house in San Fran­
cisco and follo-wed the busines1s about t,vo years, but becom­
ing dissatisfied ,vith this ki11d of ,vork he acce1pted a position 
in the freight department of the Denver and H,io Grande rail­
road at Denver, Colo., ,vhich he still holds, and to him, 
Lait1re111c-c! I(enneth Yeater, the last male representative ·of this 
Lrauch of the Yeater fa1nily this hi:story is dedicated. 

S.A.ltAII ,JE . .\NErrrrE YB.ATER, 1912. 
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