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Gleaning from such historical records as are 
available, as well as from contemporary sources, 
the family history here set forth lea\'es much to 
be desired. The li:ngth of time which has 
elapsed since the first landing of the progenitors 
of this line on these New England shores as wdl 
a~ the loss of many of the original documents 
relating to the period covered, has made the task 
more difficult. 

In attempting, however, in this imperfect man­
ner to portray the character and accomplishments 
of some of those who have preceded us in our 
native land, endeared to us through their toil and 
privation, it is with no sense of vain glory, but 
,vith a deep rc\'erence for 1hat divine power whose 
guiding hand directed our forefathers in all their 
ways. 

Lmding on the shores of a new continent which· 
consisted of an almost unbroken wilderness whose 
only inhabitants were hostile savages, a home 
must be provided and sustenance procured, the 
church e~t::iblishe<l and laws for their government 
proclaimed. 

Acti\'e in rhe affairs of church and st:i.te, tak­
ing the freeman's oath, performing eYery public 
.1.nd pri\'ate duty when C1!lcd upon, leading the 



nilitary forces to rep::, tne attacks of thei;- s::i.v­
:i;e foes when d:mger threatened, even at the ex­
pense cf life itself; in bter years responding to 
the call to ta:~c up arms ag:1inst the unjust enact­
ments of the mother coumry; aiding with wise 
counsel, tendering to the utmost of their means, 
pledging :;ssistance to the impoverished govern­
rr.ent until licerty is finally secured; and in suc­
ceeding generaticns fulfilling the duties of citizen­
ship :md helping to maint:.:.in :i government of 
"l:lw and o.-cler'', has been the chronicle of the 
line of ancestry here so briefly set forth. 

:\lay the lives of those who follow in the foot­
steps of our pioneers be brightened, our liberties 
presc:-nd for all time, and the blessings of a free 
::nd prosperous people be our portion till time 
sh:dl be no more. 



ELDER THOMAS WISWALL 

The e::r.rliest permanent settlement on th::t part 
of :\fassachuserts Bay called Dorchester, was 
made umb a Charter· gr::mted by King Charles I 
of _Engl::md, confirming the Patent of ~1assachu­
setts colonv dated March 4th, 1629. 

The first to airive t:nder this Charter were those 
who came in the i\lary and John, numbering 140 
persons, landing on i\iay 30th, 1630; :md as many 
of the settlers came from Dorchester, England, 
they gave this name to their new home. 

In the vear 163; there arrived in Massachusetts 
many ships with passengers from England and the 
Dorchester Plantation attracted its full share of 
their number. 

Besides those \\"ho came with Mr. i\lather in 
"The James" from Bristol, in 163;, the names of 
Dorchester settlers are found in four other \'es­
sels from London the same year. 

Among the names listed in Dorchester in 
what is called the ·second emigration from Eng­
land. is fo .. :!1d that of Thomas \Vis,vall and his 
brother John. They left sever::! brothers in Eng­
land and are supposed to have come from Smith­
fould in the County of Lancaster. That they 
were men of deep rcli6ious conviction is shown by 
their prominence in church affairs, both serving 
as Presiding E!Jers. 

Tlwnu:; wa!> :1cwmp:111icd by his wife, [iza­
beth, :111d hi~ ~on. T:nnch, \\'ho w:is horn t\\'o 
yems rrc\'iously. I-le joined the church the _vt·ar 
following anJ in !(137 was a grantee uf L:nd in 
the D0rchester settlement. 

Dnrl'hc.-~ter 
Tow·n 
n..,corcJs· 
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i !e ~rndoubtcc:iv ·,v::i.s a man of s1.1bstar:ce as his 
prC';-cn;: i!FCstm.ents showed, ,:nd :dso a person 
cf eci.t;c1tfrm which his letter written to the Gen­
t.>ral Co:.irt. now on file in the .:\bssachusetts 
St:1t·2 Arc:1ives, plainly evidences. 

That r:e also was a beEever in the higher 
'crancbes of !earni:1g is shown in the educ:i.tion 
gi\·en his son lcl:aSod. \vho attended H.:uvard 
Coilege. ::.:id aftenv~,rds beca'.Tle the first ;\·linis­
ter at Duxbury, and who likewise was famous as 
a,~ astrolo:::cr and mathematician as well as noted 
divine; also his son ?\oah, prominent in military 
aff:.irs and later killed in battle at 
\\'heelwri!c;ht's Pond, ?--:. H., in desverate conflict 
with t!1e French and Indians, was ·a m:m of ad­
vanced cduc:i.tion. Thom:i.s \Viswal! was soon 
:1ctive in to\vn affairs :.md took a prominent part 
in :ill the public concerns of the new settlement. 
! le idcntiffod himself in the work of the church 
on cor:-,mittees for est::blishing a public school, 
s::id to be th:! fim in New England and in laying 
c:..;t the roads and boundaries oi the tO\Yn. 

r n i 6~-+ he :i.lso served ;,s one of the $clectmen of 
the tow;1, :igain filling the same office in 1652, and 
took the frcem:.1.:::'s o:ith in 1654. 

Thi~ same year, possibly prompted by a desire 
for more lJnd for himself :ind numerous familv. 
he removed to \\'hat is now Newton, then called 
C3.mbridgc \'illagc, till ch:inged Aug. 27th, 1679. 

There were bt:t twen~y residents in the Vii!age 
at thl' tim.: or his ~ctlkmcnt. In :1ddi,ion to 
,hc~e Gwnty \\'Ci\! tweh·c young men of the se::­
on,! gl'ncr:ttic:n. including his son Noah. 

U:a: ,,r his sons, l\'.'o gr:tndsuns, two great 
~r:,;1,!~c:1s :1!1d utiicrs of later get~i.:rations \,·ere 
.~:·::,i:::1t•."' nf l bn·;,rd C-:nllcge. Still others ,vcr1.: 
c'.r::d~::,~1.'S of \'al·.: anJ Dartmouth. 



Of :he natural features of i\'ewton, mention 
should be m:1de bo:h of its bnd and w:iter. New­
ton h:1s three large ponds. \Viswa!l's, covering 
al:out 331/:i acres, l-1:immor:d's :ind Bt.:!lough's 
Ponds. \Ve find the following statemerts re­
cord,.::d concerr.ing the first and second. 

April I, ; 634. There is 1,000 acres of l:md 
and a great Pond (Wiswall's Pond) granted to 
John Haynes. 

Wiswall's Pond near the Center, and Ham­
mond's Pond near the easterly part of the town, 
were so called in remembrance of t\vo of the early 
and prominent settlers of the town, Thomas \Vis­
w2ll, the fi:-st ruling Elder of the church, and the 
first settler upon the banks of the one, and 
Thomas Hammond the first settler upon the bor­
ders of the other. 

Elder Ti10mas c::me into the town from Dor­
chester in 16;4 and died here in 1683. Ham­
mond c:1me in 1650 and died in 1675. Both were 
pioneer-settlers :md substantial pillars of the plan­
tation. The descendants of both have been nu­
meroi.ls in the town and country and highly re­
spected. 

For nearly two centuries these ponds have been 
natur:illy :1nd properly known by these names. 

Tbey have become part and parcel of the his­
torical facts of the place and ought to be forever 
known by these names. 

His homeste.'.ld in the Village consisted of 300 
acres in6udir.g the Pond \\'hich bo:-e his name. 
l li:; house was· upun its suuth b:1nk, nuw o,,·aed 
hy ;\ l r. Luther P:iul. His I:md was on the 
1~ortherly part of the H aynl's farm, being part of 
the grant uf l .000 aGes nude by th\.! Ge:1cr;d 
Co'..lrt to Gov. Haynes in 1634. 

S:n~lt.a'g 
Hjstor~· 

!'mith's 
lll~tnrl· 
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l'.t,:e 1 \ 

The \Visw:tll hot:se was built i:1 I 6::-1-, and was 
:he fast house ·on the shore of the Pond or any­
where near it. It ,vas situated on a high bank 
2.::-ove the \Yater, and had pleasant views of the 
Pon<l through the i:ltervening trees. 

The Eider's mansion is thus described in the 
inventOiy of his estate "lower lodging room­
c:1am!Jer over-fire room-chamber over-and 
the cellar." 

It was large for that early period, and divided 
into comfortable rooms. It was the only house 
in the neighborhood for m:my years, and, except­
ing so much of the l:md as Elder Wiswall saw fit 
to clear, was st,rrounded by forest. The body 
of ,v:i.ter adjoining soon came to be known as Wis­
w:i.!l's Pond. a name which it kept for :-Jmost one 
hundred and fifty years. 

The Elder had seYen children, two of whom, 
Ichabod, born in 1637, and Noah, born in 1638, 
:::chieved distinction, the former as a clergyman, 
the l:nter as a soldier. Ichabod-educated at 
H:i.rvanl College-was ordained pastor of the 
Duxbury Church in 1676. and was agent for the 
Plymouth Colony, in England, to obt.:i.in a nc'.v 
c!i:irrer. in !Ci.:N. This brought him into a diplo­
ni:nic controversy with the RevcrenJ Increase 
:1bthcr, who was exerting himself to obtain a 
ch:i.rtcr th:rt would unite i\fassachusetts, Ply­
mouth, and 1\-laine under one government. Ma­
t!:er w:i.s successful, but Wiswall proved himself 
.1 \\"Orthy n11po:1u1t :ind a dl'\'Oled rcprl'~cnt:\tivc 
o! the interesrs of Plymouth. 

Before he came to :\ewton, Wiswall was a· 
r:·omi:1cn t cit izcn and to\Yll officer of Dorchester. 
His experience in town gon!rnment soon broug:1t 
him to tl:c front in :\cwton, which, it should be 



remembered, was then a part of C:i.mbridge and 
imown as Cambridge Village. Wit!-1 the assist­
ance of John Jackson, prcbzJ:,ly the first settler 
fo .Newton, he soon began active measures for 
a separation from Cambridge in the matter of 
church dues. His efforts met wi:h strong oppo-

. sition fro:n C:mbridge for several years, but he 
held his ground. and in the end succeeded to the 
foll extent of his ,vishes. In the new parish 
then created, he performed the duties of elder, 
assistant' pastor, and catechist. 

And here, doubtless, he had many a bout with 
his vali:mt second wife, she that was born Isabel 
Barbage, of Great Pacidngton, in Warwickshire, 
::md who, after his death, str0ve against his sons 
for her dowry. To quiet down the spirited wi­
dow, the magnates of the settlement, Prentice, 
Bond. ::m<l Trowbridge, assembled in committee, 
and finally got her under discipline, Prentice, the 
stern old trooper, compelling her to retract certain 
rash assertions, and then dryly counselling her "to 
set a watch before her mouth, and keep the door 
of her lips." 

In 16;7 he and his wife conveyed to his son 
Enoch of Dorchester his homestead in Dorchester 
which form~ry bclongcJ to J\lr. :'llavcrick. 

The Dorchester Church records state he w:is 
dismissed from the Church ;, 4, 166..J. for the 
beginning of a church at Cambridge Village. 
Also l l. 7. 1664 was dismissed his wife. He and 
!~is wifC then r~·c:11ne members of thl' nc-w church. 

On the day of the ordination of John Eliot, Jr .. 
:i.s pastor of the Fir~t Church he was ordained 
Ruling Elder or Assist:mt Pastor, in i!"lspecting 
and disciplining the flock. The monument in the 
Center Strc2t ground gives the date July 21, 166-L 

~,nith•.s 
lll~tory 

I'ai:-<" 1!>6 
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Go In 1 G60 the first i\1eeting House in Cambridge 1 

\"i:Llge was erected. 

f !i 0-::toher I 662, John Jackson and Thom:1s 
Wi::\\·~ll p:.:tii:icncd the Court for a new line scpa­
r:ii.ir:g the Churches. 

I ri I 662 the Cor:.mittee above r:am2d settled the 
bm:nds between C;:,.mbridge ar.d Cambridge Vil­
ia;;; so far as related to the matter of i\lir.isterial 
Sur--;:-ort. 

:\ewton was incorporated as a town in 1679, 
w!~en it separated from Cambrid6c. 

It \Yas us1:ally cailed New Cambridge till 1691;' 
whereby or<ler of the General Court it was called 
:-:cwton. 

47 Eid,.:-r Wisw:-:.ll, in 166S, w:is :1ppointed to Clte-

chise the child:-en at the new church of the village, 
tl~e fast church having been org:mized ia 166-+. 

141 Elder Wiswall er his heirs g:n·e part of the land 
Li~d for the training field at Nc,vton Center. 

1G1 Ir. 1671 a committee reported to Cambridge it 
was r.eecifull there should be an open highway 
four rods wide from the Boston bo:.inds through 
the Wiswall farm to the Falls. 

2or1 The o'.d Cem~·tcry on Center street is the oldest 
in :--:cw:or1, ;:md was est:i.blished as such about 
16(;:J. The first meeting house in Co.mbridge Vi­
!:,;::\:' w:-5 Ciectcti in the old burial place the s:ime 
w:!r. .\ mon::m:.:nt insl.'.ribc.:d with the 11:1:nL·s of 
tiw lir;t ~clll·.:r:- ha:- lw•~n <:rl'Cll'd by -13 of the: d•,•­
~Cl'!~d:;n:s of 1!1c mm it commemorates. Ti,is 
w:is dl.'dic:ited in Sc.:pti.:mbl.!r 1~52. 

Hi'.' n:,mc :.rrc:i.rs among the first free holders 
i:1 :i. Lt of 63 11:iml.!s in 1670-also his so:1 :'\:o:.ih. 



Dissensions having arisen in the Church the r~.;,r-:CI~~;i;·u,, 
following letter was written the Court in .:mswer \"01. :;" 

to a comml!nicatio'.1 from them. 

"Camb. Village 18, 4, I 670 

"To the Hor:ored Court now sitting at- Charles­
tO\vn. 

May it please you-yours of Apr ;, 1670, I 
received, and after serious perusal and consider­
ation did communicate it unto the Church. But 
with grief and shame may we say \Ve had no com­
fortable return to make. But so it came to pass 
that the I 9th of April we gave the former Coun­
cil the trouble to come again who having heard 
both sides did confirm your former Council; and 
yet it will not obtain. But may it please you the 
next 4th day, if the Lord will I intend to move 
the church again, and in the mean time rest 

Your humble servant 
Thomas Wiswall" 

He had four sons and three daughters with up­
wards of thirty grandchildren. 

His last wife was Isabella Farmer widow from 
Ansley, England, who died 21 ~fay, 1686 at 
Billerica. · 

He died intestate Dec. 6th, 16S3 aged SO years. 
There is no monument to his memorv, unless 
the Pond be such. It. was his, and has for two. 
centuries been known as "\Vis,vall's Pond". 

The inventory of his estate specified £340, 207 
acres of !:ind and 4 Bibles. 

There is no record of the deeds of his farm. 
His successors were his sun, Capt. No:ih \Vis­

w:ill, IGS-t; gr:111dson. Lieut. Thomas \Visw;ill, 
1690; great gr~nclson C:ipL No::i.h \Vis\\'all, 1720. 

3U 
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CAPT. NOAH 1-VISW ALL OF NEWTON. 

C2.pt. ~oah "\Viswall, son of Elder Thomas, 
w:i.s bc:-n in Dorchester in 1638, and was well ed­
uc::.ted. He n:arricd Theodosia Jackson, Dec. 
iOth. 166-4. They had two sons :::.nd six daugb.­
ters. 

At the death of his father he inherited part of 
his origin:tl grant of land which was held in 
succession by his son, Thomas, and grandson 
:\oab. 

He early identifled himself with the military af­
fairs of the town, holding the rank of Captain. 

Dec. 24th, 1676, he received credit for services 
in J--:ing Philip's \Var. 

~o:J.h Wiswall and others were chosen a com­
mitli:'e by the vilbge to settle the dividing line be­
tween Cambridge and the village. This award 
w~s dated July 27th, 1677. 

At the $Cssion of the General Court, commenc­
ir:g :\ lay 8, 1673, a petition was presented, signed 
by C:.,pt. :'\'o:ih Wiswall and others, asking for 
:.1 scp;,r:1tc to\\'nship from Cambrid~e. 

A~ a tow1~ :-neeting held on the 30th of January 
lG.SI-2. it w:i.s ,·otcd that Sergeant John \\':ud 
;:;nd '.\oah Wiswall should commence a new Rec­
ord Book and copy all that w:i.s of moment from 
the old book. It is not known who filled the of­
t:.;:e of Town C!e:-k previous to 1694 b .. 1t probably 
it wa.s Capt. :-,.;oa.h. 

I le w;1s SL-!l'ctm:m in 16S5, and Assessor in 
1686. !n 1687. he :md John Ward were joined 
to the Sdectmtn to treat with the Selectmen of 
Cambridge, to 1::-,y out a highway from the Meet­
ing House, through the lands of the Cambridge 
rropri..:!tors, to the Fans. 



In IGSS he was chosen one of :1 committee by 
the inhaHtants to join the selectmen to make a 
rate for the 1\linister. 

The number of male settlers in :'\ewton found 
upon the records to the year I 690-w:is 54. Of 
these twelve had died, but m:my had left numer­
ous descendants who had m:ide settlements in the 
town. adding materially to the number of inhabi­
tants. 

All those of military age were enrolled in the 
Colo:1ial Militia and sen·cd :it various times in 
the different Indian outbreaks. 

In the command of the 1\lilitary Company at 
this time was Capt. :\oah \Viswall. 

In the only authentic account of the eng:ige­
mcnt in which he lost his life, ?'-;iies Indian \V:;.rs, 
published 17-+6, but a bare outline of the e\'cnts 
arc gi\·en and much is left to the imagin::ttion; 
ho\\'evcr from contemporary records much of in­
te;-est can be deduced. 

That hostilities \\·ere impending can be inferred 
from the ori;;inal order !low on 11le to the Gu1~­
smi,h ·s of Chariestown d:-:tcd >iov. 16S8, for the 
i'LT::ir of ail :irms for the use of men in his :\b­
gesties ser\'ice undc-r the command of Capt. ;\;oah 
\Vis\\'ail; and when the order !inallv came a vear 
:md a h:df I:i.ter, to take up arms ag::tinst. the 
French and i n<lians who were devastating om 
frontier sett !ements, they \\'ere prepared to per­
form their tj_ntks. 

The Comp:my w~s composed, :is far as \Ve now 
!:now. or the young men of :\cwton. though they 
m;iy haw been Jr:,wn from the surrounding \'il­
!ages. A little light is shown on their member­
shir from the rctition of t;•.-o of their numbe:-s, 

.Jn<'kfion's 
lli~tory 
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Pr.gt Fourtct:1: 

Thos. Hapgood of M.1rlboro, and John Prentis 
of Newton .. who probably ,vent as Physici,m, for 
comj:'ens:tion for wounds received in the fight in 
\·,::ici1 C::i.pt. \\'iswail was kilied. 

In retrospect, on that July morning, in response 
to the c:1:I to ::irms we can see the Company as­
sembled rc,,dv for the march, armed with their 
t1ir:t h:k muskets. As the last goodbyes are 
s::i.id the line of march is taken .i.nd they set off on 
their lo:ig and perilous journey into what was 
then a wiiderness . .:i.gainst their cunning and sav­
a~c foes. That thev realized the seriousness of 
ti:eir undertaking, many p:ist experiences must 
have warned them, and that the leave-taking were 
filled with forebodings, later events do not leave 
in doubt. All we:-e leaving behind their friends 
::md relatives. some wives and children. Among 
tl:em \Yas the cornrn:mdcr of the expedition who 
w:1s :i.ccomp::rnied by his son, John, who perished 
with him in the subsequent encounter. 

Leaving his farm of some two hundred acres 
to L11c guidance of his wife and children, two sons 
a:id six daughters. most of them of tender age, 
wdl m::iy the 1,;1rting have been :1 lingering one 
h:fc:rc the !:1st spoken word or farewell look. 
\\ hen days afterwards reports of the fatal en­
coantcr came b;;ck from the survivors, ,vho. after 
:1 iung and vali;;.nt contest =igainst superior forces 
were 0hli~c<l to retreat and leave their fallen corn­
r::,L·s in the fi,·ld uf batik, whl'rc lhL"y 1:iy :'ti the 
mc•n· uf tlll·ir s;tv:1gc foes, no rrcord of their 
r.rid. :md sorww is rewr,kd in the ann:1ls of that 

The early hi~:ory of o:.ir country is f;lled with 
e\·ems ~uch as here portrayed, that later genera­
' ion r:ii;ht re:lp the benefits of the heroism and 



s:i.crifice made by the pioneers of our preser.t civ­
ilization. The sufferings and dangers undergone 
by our forefathers may well prove to be .:m in­
spiration for succeeding generations to build an 
endurin6 structure of law and liberty for ::di the 
people of this 12.nd they so well served. 

In I 689, the General Court appointed Capt. 
Prentice and Capt. Noah Wiswall to gather up 
the a.rms belonging to the Indians, at Natick, 
\\"hich had been pa\vned to several persons. 

In August, 1689, Capt. Wiswall and some In­
dian Auxiliaries were sent out under conduct of 
Lieut. Flagg who went as far as Lake Winnipe­
scogee. They found the enemy and lodged with 
them two nights, as they were afterwards told by 
some captive Indians whom tltey had with them. 

On J t!ly 4th, I 690. a court was called at Ports­
mouth, N. H., and it was agreed to send Capt. 
Wiswall with a consider.:ible scout to scour the 
woods as far as Casco, and to send with him 
one of the other C:1ptains and four score stout 
able men. The Jot fell on Capt. F!::tgg, and that 
Lieut. Davis should take a det:1chment of twenty­
nvo men from \V ells. They took their march 
from Quochee into the woods. 

July 6th Capt. Wiswall and Floyd sent their 
scouts early in the morning to see whether they 
could discover any traces of the enemv. They 
vigorously pursued and over-took them' at \Vheel­
wright's Pond :tnd a bloody engagement followed. 
Capt. Wiswall, Lieut. Fbgg anJ Ensign W:illwr 
;md fiftcl'n men were sbin :tnd others wounded. 
C:tpt. f-loyd continued the fight for several hours; 
his tin:d ;ind wou1J1..lcJ men drew off a11d he soon 
followed them. 

~Ile~• IIi~tory of 
Indian "·ar,i 
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In t::e Sf:-::-:g of 1690, derredations were perpe­
tr:-.:ed bv the Frenc'.1 and Indians, in the eastern 
r:crt of ·.\l:;5~:ichuse:ts, .\laine and i\e,v Hamp-
~'11-e 1·" ,'.-~ ·l)c,,; .. ,,:..,,..,. o• \1.,v .,b0ut fi1v 0 l·un-... ~ , • ,: 1.1t~ ;:,-1i •• i •• 0 • - u._, .• '""' .J ..... ' J 

lircd F,enci: :1!Jd :ndians were discovered around 
C:isco ( Fortl:md). Casco was ;;.ttacked, and 
.\laj. O.:!,·is carried captive to Canada. Capt. 
:\cah \Viswall. Lieut. Gersham Flagg and Ensign 
EJward \\':·dkcr, with a comp:my of Infantry, 
m:-,rched fo:- the secuiity of Casco. They ar­
rived at Portsr:1outh July 4, where a court was 
called, and it was agreed to send C:tpt. Wiswall 
to scour the "·oods as far as Casco, ,vith one other 
C:iptain :ind four Sergeants. Sc,·eral Captains 
desired to go with C:-tpt. Wiswall. and they cast 
lots to km,,· who should go, :-,nd the lot fell to 
C:pt. floyc: :me! Lieut. DaYis, ,vith tw<'!nty-t,,.·o 
me.i from Wells. joi!1ed them. They took up 
their m:1r:i1 from Coche.::o, into the ,,mods. On 
the 6t!1 cf July, Ca;:,t. \Viswall sent out bis scouts 
early in ,he mo:-ning, fo~nd the trail of the ene­
my. and cYertook the:11 at Wheelwright's pond, 
and a bloody eng:1gem~nt follo\\'ed. Capt. Wis­
w::dl. Lieut. F!::lgg, and Serg·t Walker, :md fifteen 
ml:n, \\ l::c si:iin, :m<l o,h~rs wounded. C:ipt. 
F:oyd cor.tinued the fight for several hours; his 
,ir1.:d ar.J \\'ounded men drew ofT. ar:<l he soon fol­
!owcd them. There is a tr:iJition that Capt. 
:,oah haJ a son, John, \\'ho belongc(: to his 
(:omp:rny a:1d fril with hi;n in that :!.Ction. His 
e:-l.:i'.e w:is :1ppraiscd b_v C::pt. Tl.umas Pn.:ntice, 
J :'.i,1c~ Tr,J,,·bridgl', :rnd l.::b:nl·zer Wis\\'all. In­
\ t·n!o:T, £-1-37, 7s. Wid. Thco,::J:;i:1 m. Dc-:i. 
::i:tmL:c·r :--.:c,\ :nan, of Rd~oboth, anJ d. :\ov. 172; 
,:p\\'a:-ds cf St.l. 



Part of his land was inherited by his son-in­
kw, Joseph Cheney. In 1678 conveyed fifteen 
acres to John Prentice. The old homestead 
bounded west on Centre Street, near the Pond was 
aiterward bought by Luther Paul. 

His widow had ninety acres ::md his son Thomas 
ninety-five acres. I-lis son, Thomas, bought out 
the other heirs and took the homestead in 1698 
and purchased the widow's thirds in 1703. 

(8) 
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!'age Ei;,,Nccn 

"Fisk's History of the U. S.-Pzi.ge 162"-says 
"In l6S9 Louis XIV sent Count Frontenac to 

be Gov. of Canada and with orders to conquer 
~cw 'York. Owin~ to trouble with the Indians 
i1~ C:inada, however, his schemes dvvindlcd into a 
fro:iti::r raid. 

"In February I 690 a small party of French and 
Indians sent out by Fro;itenac surprised the vil­
!age, ~f S.:henectady and massacred sixty of the 
rnhamtants. 

"About a month later another of his parties 
laid \•;::~te the village of Salmon Falls, N. H., and 
silortlv aitcr Fort [{oval standing in what is now 
a part of the City of i,)orlland, ?lbine, met a sim­
ilar fate." 

It was no doubt one of these marauding parties 
w:th whcm Capt. Wiswall had his conflict. 



HISTORICAL SI<ETCH OF CRYSTAL LAI<E 

Capt. Noah was a selectmai: in 1685.,. and an _as­
sessor in 1686. In the spnng of lo90 Indian 
depredations became frequent in the vicinity of 
Casco Bay. As captain of a comp.1ny· of in­
fantry, Noah \V;lS sent to the front. He over­
took the enemy at a place called Wheelwright's 
Pond. An engagement followed, in which Capt. 
Wiswall, with seventeen of his troops, was killed. 
His bravery received public recognition some 
years afterwards, when the General Court granted 
to his heirs several hundred acres of land at the 
foot of \V achusett Mountain. 

This record of service to the community was 
repeated by the grandsons ~nd the great grand­
sons. For ex:.1mple, the martial instinct w:.1s so 
strong in Capt:.1in Noah Wiswall of the fourth 
generation that he could not resist the battle-cry 
even in extreme old age. On the day of the bat­
tle of Lexington his eagerness to "see what the 
boys were doing," as he expressed it, led him so 
near the firing-line that he received a serious 
wound in the hand and returned home a hero, 
carrying as proof of his valor the captured rifle 
of his nearest enemy. His age at the time of this 
exploit was seventy-six. This sturJy Jesce111fant 
of the original Wiswall tore down the :mcicnt 
dwelling of his great grandfather in 1744 anJ re­
pla.ced it with a more modern house, parts of 
which remained intact until very recent times. 

This hrief sketch of the Wiswall f:tmilv will 
su!lkc lo shmv that the first :;(.'( tkr on Crv:-lal 
L:ike w:i~ not only a n,;m of p:irts him"d( but 
;iiso the progenitor of m:iny excclknt people who 
aft.:rwards tilkJ the hills anJ vallevs of which 
he was once almost the sole lord ,:m<l master. 

Cr~·stnl Lnke 
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CiPT. ,\'OAI-1 vV!SWALL 

'·To ~he Gunsmiths of Charles~own-

Order for the repair of al! arms for the use of 
mc;i in his :\lagestys service under the command 
of Capt. ?\:o:i.h Wiswall. 

D:::ted :--.:ovemcer, IcSS. Jos. Wade, l\bj. 
Original order on file-

Petition of Thos. Hapgood of 
.\1::.rlboro to Gov. Dudley-

For comrensation for wounds received in the 
fight in which Capt. :--,'oah \Viswall w:i.s killed. 

DateJ :\!onmbcr 13, 1703-Nov. 17, 1703 
5£ awarded. 

Original Petition on file-

Petition of John Prentice of 
Newton-

For comnensation for wounds received in the 
li;.;lit in \\'l;ich Ca;'t. :\o:ih \Visw:1ll was killed. 
\\' as: "laid t!p for three years, probably disabled 
for life ::md growing wors~•·, ar.d with a family 
to support. 

Dated .r--:ewton July !9, 1710-
0.:tohl'r 2Ci, l'i!O---l lousl· of l~ep. 

l{esvl\'t:J 

Th:1t tlw sum of 10.£ be p:iid as full Conpcri­
sation. 

Origin::] Petitior. on file-" 



LIEUT. THOMAS WISWALL OF NEWTON 

Lieut. Thomas Wiswall. grand son of Eider 
Thomas Wiswall was born in ;-,;ewton Feb. 28th, 
1666: m. at :'\'ewbury, Hannan Cheney, 
July, 1696, and took the homestead of his father. 

Their family consisted of three boys and four 
girls. He w:i.s active in the military company 
of h:s Town serving with the rank of Lieuten:mt. 

He was Highway Surveyor in 1694; Constable 
in 1699; Selectman, in I i06 and l i07. 

The Records of New Camb. 1696 states he was 
paid 6/8 for killing a wolf. 

May Sth, l i03 he joined in giving a right of 
way, for divers consideration, and especially in 
consideration, of a verbal agreement made by his 
grandfather Elder Thomas, between the "Great 
i\1eadows" and the Sherburne Road. 

He sold 43 acres land in l ,o; to Andrew [-fall 
for £22. 

He bo~ght of the other heirs the homestead of 
his father, Capt. Noah in 169S and purchased the 
widow's thirds in 1703. This homestead w:is 
probably the sou:hcrly part of the Elder Wiswall 
farm. He sold to Samuel l lydc three quarters 
acre land on the northerly side of the great pond. 
The wid. of Capt. Noah had ninety acres, and 
son Thomas, ninety-five acres. In 1733, Nathan­
iel Parker, and the other heiis of Capt. Noah \Vis­
w:ill, 1wlitionl'd the Ge1wr:il l.r>11rt for a grant of 
land, in consideration of the Sl'rvices of their 
fotlwr in tlie lndi~tn \\':tr. The I louse of l{eprc­
scn1:11ives voted that fiflccn hundred acres heap­
propriated in Lunenburg :ind Rutland, cast of 
\Vachusett Hill, to be di\·ided ::i.mong the officers 
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,!:!ck~on''­
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::;:1d :·oldi<:rs wl:o were in the fight on L::i.mphrey 
ii ,·er, :u~d to the reµresc~tafr;es of Capt. Ncah 
\\"iswall. Four hundred acres ro Lieut. Gersham 
f-i:,,q::: three hundred acres to Er.s:gn Ec.iw::rd 
\\':i!Lcr: :1,1d one 1'.und:-ed and fiftv :::crcs to e::i..ch 
01 tr:e s01,:1e:-s. The Council voted to non-con­
cur with the doings of the House, but finally re­
cms:(;e:cd their voi.e, and concurred in Dec., 1733. 
He di~d ! 7C9. ae. 45. \Vid. Hannah married David 
:'--;c-,,·m::n of Rehoboth, j une, 1719. Cdeb Sted­
m::m, of Ro:--:., \Vas ~dministrator of his Estate: In­
Yen,ory, !:G72. :\inety-fivc acres land divided 
to wid. Hannah :'-:ewman, her thirds, and to 
Thom:1s. Ichabod, :'\o:1h, and Nathaniel Longley. 
To oldest son No:ih, the buildings and thirty­
seYen and a quarter acres; to Thomas and Ichabod 
oixken and a half acres, on the :--J. side par:ly by 
the Great pond; :v1:-s. Hannah, eighty and a half 
:-,cn:s on· the :\. ~ide of the ro::.d and house. 
:S.::1th:1nid P.:i.rker bought out the heirs and wi­
dow's t!:irds. anci took part of the bnd of Capt. 
.\:o:ih \\'is,Y:ill. 



CAPT. _1,/QAH WISWALL 

Capt. ;'\oah Wiswall, son of Lieut. Tho:nas Wis­
wall, was born in ~cwton Se?tember 7, I 699. 

He m:irried ;h:mkful Fuller in 1720, wl10 was 
born on December 23, 1704 and died 1745. They 
had six sons and eight d:rnghters. 

His second \\'if e was Deliverence Kenrick, of 
Brookline, to whom he ,vas married in 1752. 
There is no record of any children bv this mar­
riage. Probably the captain W:lS satisfied with 
the family he had by his first wife, seeing that it 
consisted of fourteen stalwart sons and daughters. 

Following in the footsteps of his father and 
grandfather. he took a rrominent part in military 
affairs attaining the rank of Captain and seeing 
service in the French and Indian Wars. 

In 1744 he tool.;: down the ancient house built 
by elder Thomas and built the front of the house 
as it now (!S80) stands on the same spot chosen 
by the Elder. 

He gave the bnd on which was erected the first 
Baptist Meeting House on the east side of the 
Pond. 

His certificate of baj)tism reads as follows: 
"Newton, September 9, J ,;4-This may certify 
to whom it may concern, that l, Thos. Green 
baptized Noah Wiswall, John Hammond, Thos. 
Parker, all of said Town. 

I :-ay, bat1tized by me." 
Thos. Green. 

In May, 1753, the year before this he, (:-!oah) 
and others, ::dJn:ss1:d a memorial to the to\\'n 
;neeting, praying that thc:y r:1ight be exempted 

Pa;;c T;;..:c;:ty-tbrcc 



1,oM raying ~. :'llinisterial t:1.x for the SL:pport of• 
ti:c Clergymen of ~he Town bec:rnse they were 
cons-::ier:tioL'.S i32.ptists :i.nd paid a tax elscv,;here. 

The town \·oted their petition ce r.ot granted . 
.\: :i. T,)\\"n \leeting held .0by 12, 17;;, the 

m:itter of builc1ing a new pound was taken up for 
deb:-,te. accepting for the purpose ;\lr. \Viswall"s 
offer of a piece of l:!.nd. 

September 29, 1768-~oah Wiswall and ethers 
were· appointed a committee to make a draft of 
such rules and orders for regulating the work 
house as said committee shall think best, and lay 
tl-.e s::tme before the Town for their Acceptance at 
the next public meeting of the Town. 

He dso served as Sclectm::tn of the Town three 
yea;-s from l ,;6. 

At the [bttle of Lexington, April i9, J77;, he 
scn·ed as a volunteer on the Alarm List of the 
East :\cwton Co., commanded by his son, Capt. 
J ererr:iah. They n:arched twenty-eight miles 
tha: d:1y. He \\·as the oldest nun from .Newton 
in tne action th:1t dav, and \Vas wounded in the 
har:d by a bu!let. . 

Two others or his sons, Ebenezer and John, and 
some of his sons in bw were in the same Co. Dr. 
John King w::i.s one. 

S. F. Smith's Life of Rev. 1\fr. Grafton, (page 
211) states ti1:::.t Capt. No:ih was in the battle of 
Lexir:.gton. Two of his sons, and some of his 
rn:1~-in-Lt\'; \\TJ"L' in the r::.~t \:ewton cnmp:my, 
wmm:!:,dcd by his son, Capt. Jeremiah. "'Af­
ter t!:c compa:1 y h:,d march<.:<l for L<.:xington, Ill! 
,t;trll'd 011 rt)Ot ;m,! :!:one, to foll<m· them. s:ivin!!. 
· I wish :o see ·,,:1al the bovs arc doing.· St::md­
ing with some .-\rr:eric::i.ns 'not far iro'm the field, 



three British soldiers came in sight; he immedi­
atelv pointed <:hem out to his companions,.saying, 
'If )'OU aim at the middle one, you will hit one oi 
the three.' They did so, and were successful; 
the other t,,·o tied. As he held out his ha:id, 
pointing towards the Britom, a musket ball 
passed through it. He cooly bound up the hand 
with his handkerchief, picked up the gun of the 
fallen regular, and brought it home as a trophy.'' 

He was seventy-six years old. It may seem 
incredible that a man of his years could have 
performed the march and endured the fatigues of 
that dav, but the roll of the East Newton com­
pany, in the battle of Lexington. now in the office 
of the Secretary of State, of !\lassachu~etts, and 
sworn to by the captain of that company, before 
Judge Fuller, shows that he was with the com­
pany, and not only he, but Ebenezer Parker, then 
se,·enty-three years old, and Dea. Jonas Stone, 
Dea. David Stone, Dea. William Bowles, and sev­
eral other aged men, were volunteers in the ranks 
of the company on that day. Their sons were 
there, and they could not stay at home. His sons, 
Sa:mwl, Ebenezer and John were in the army. 

On Wednesday, July ;, 1780, the members met 
at the house oi Mr. \Viswail for the purpose of 
being publicly recognized as a Church of Jesus 
Christ and the First Baptist Church of Newton. 

Here was the first home of the Baptist faith in 
Newton; and in the \Viswall living-room the 
church received its effective org::nization. Oftcn­
tim<.:S, of a summer's J:1v, th:.: adherents of this 
belief :i_~sembkd under ll1e great trees before the 
homestead. and listened to the dL'l'P doctrinal 
cou:1sels of their dJers, or the spirit:.1:1! sermons of 
visiting pastors. 

Pcgc T·:.;.:cizty-f.;,,c 



Sc;:1ter.1~~er 2 I, it was voted to giv~ "Noah Wis­
._,.-a]r°' forty pounds, quarterly, for the. use of his 
ho:.,5e w:,ere the church first held th:::ir meetings. 

The first .\leeting House was erected on land 
gi·,en by him on the border of \Viswall's Pond at 
tl:e e:i.sterly part fronting on the :-oad. 

The YOte to build the house is dated Jan. 17, 
17S!. 

He died in ?--:ewton June 13th, 1786. 
Gle::ming from such Historical records of the 

~ir~1es that have come down to us, he was a person 
of prominence in the community. 

Inheriting a part of the original grant of land 
to his grandfather, he do:.ibtless w:i.s engaged in 
farming. Active in l\lilitary affairs as com­
mander of the :\lilitia Company in the French and 
!ndi:ms \Vars, sen·ing the Town in pt:blic office, 
donating bnd for gener:1! use, and largely instru­
n-:cnt::l in establishing the first Baptist Clwrch in 
t:1e co;.::mmity, he was highly respec:ed and hon­
ored t!~roug'.10,:t the many years of his life in his 
:-:a:ivc place. 



When Dr. John King, a veteran of the Revo• 
lution, rode into Newton, to succeed to the wac• 
tice of Dr. John Cotton. the people at Mitchell's 
Tavern reco:nmended him to board at Captain 
Noah Wiswall's. But .Miss Sarah Wiswall, the 
captain's daughter, took great displeasure thereat, 
and exclaimed: "Everybod·y is sent to our house." 
Perhaps it was to get sufficient opportunity to 
punish the intruder that she married hi:n, and 
lived with him for thirty-seven years, until Death 
came to call her away, ic::ising five stout boys. 
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CAPT. JEREMIAH WISWALL OF 1\/EWTON 

C:::;-t. J crcmi:i.h \ViswaH. was born in '.\ewton 
October 27th, I 725. 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Lieut. Rob­
ert \turdock. fr., D::cember, 1750 and took the 
homcste:1.d of iiurdock, at Oak Hill. 

Three coys and three girls were born to them. 
His wife died Augt.:st 19th, 1769. 

With his large farm of some 200 acres and his 
numerous fomilv of children, some of ,vhom were 
of tender age, l-ie no doubt felt the pressing need 
of another helpmate. He acco:·dingly married 
in Novemter, l 770 as his second wife, Hannah, 
dat.:gi1ter of William :\iarean, and by 1-ier raised 
an :i.ddition::i.l fa;ni;y of three sons and two daugh­
ters. 

At a town meeting held December 20, 1773, 
he w:is appointed one of a committee of fifteen 
to c01~kr \\'i~h the inhabitants of the town as to 
th.e c:-:p~diency of leaving off buying, selling or 
using ~my of the fndi::i teas. 

Ja:1uary 2, 1775, he w::is one of ::i committee 
chosen to enlist thirty-two men for :\linute :\ten, 
::nd to ::dJ :is m;i.ny more ::is they think necessary 
fo:· officc:·s; :i.nd th::it the-.• meet once :i. week dur­
ing the Winter seo.son for half a day, for exercise 
:rnd :ill t!.:11 :1'.tcnd sh::ll be paid eight pence e::ich . 
.-\ l'rovin,~ t:1:-: \\';,s vuti:J and he was chosen col­
kciol'. 

< hi ,\1,ril l<l, 177; ,h,·r1• \\'\'re 1hn·0 cnmp:1:1i1·s 
nf ini':::n! ry in :\e,·-ton. the E:1st Comp:my, \\est 
Com;,::ny :1.nd :i. Cornp:my of I\lin;.itc men. 



The East Company was commanded by Capt. 
Jeremi:ih Wiswall. The roll of the comp.my as 
returned by him contained the names of seventy­
six me.1 who were in the Battle that day and who 
marched twenty-eight miles. Among them were 
the n:imes of i1is father, C::ipt. Noah, :ind two 
brothers, Ebenezer and John; also his son, S:im­
uel. 

On the morning of that memorable day was 
heard the signal guns which announced that the 
British troop were on the march towards Lex­
ington ~nd Concord, where the Provincials had 
stored a quantity of supplies and ammunition. 
Soon after daybreak, warned by a messenger on a 
speedy horse he issued orders for his Company to 
meet upon the parade ground forthwith. This 
command w:is promptly executed and before eight 
o'clock they were on their march to join their 
Regiment at Watertown 7\leeting House. This 
was Col. Thomas Gardner's Regiment of Militia. 

From thence they took their march for Lex­
ington and Concord. They encountered Lord 
Percy's reserves at Concord and continued to 
hang upon the flank and rear of the British troups 
till night. During the conflict, his father, Capt. 
Noah \Vis,vall, who was then seventy-six years of 
age, a:1d was serving as a volunteer in the Com­
pany, rcceivl'd a British musket ball through his 
hand. as he w~s cheering on the boys. 13ut cool­
ly binding it up he continued to encourage them 
throughout the day till the contest over they 
fin:11ly rl':1chcd home, he bc:uing ::is a trophy, the 
musket of :1 f:tll\'11 rncmy. 

Trulv ::i rern:1rk:1bk i11st:111cc or cndur:mn· !'or 
;t 111:lll ~,r his ,·.:;tr~ tu (U\l'r in Ulll' dav ;i di~t:lll(,' 

uf twenty-eight miles on foot. · 
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On the 4th of ,\'larch, 1776, at the request of 
General \Vas!iington, he marched· with ti,e East 
Co. fortv-scven men to take nosscssicn of Dor­
chester l~lei;hts where they remained in camp tiil 
Bosto:1 was evacuated by the British. 

.\!arch 14, 1777, he w::i.s one of a committee to 
hire soldiers for the w:1.r. 

ln jt'.ne, 1777, he was appointed one of a com­
mittee to remo\'e Tories from the Town. 

:\brch 21st. 1777, he lent the Town Treasurer 
to help pay the soldiers, £4;, 

He also served (at one time) as Selectman, sev­
en years from I 772. 

A committee <",ppointed in \larch, 1779, to 
a\.!d:t the accounts of the military committee, re­
ported as 10110\VS: 

Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall has recei\'ed of the 
Treas. £3.3. 

Col. Benj. 1-bmmcnds' acco:.int of money re­
ceived in l 780 and 17S2 for tr.e purchase of beef 
for the army says: 

Recei\·ed of Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall (collector) 
" " " " £2717-7 s. 

£600 
£207 -6s . 

.'.lay 31, 17S2 p:r::mtcc! :rn order to C:ipt. \Vis­
W::\!I for £9-W7-ls-4d for money a<l\'anced to pur­
,i1a~c be..:! fur :!1e :.rrmy. 

Dec:. 171\-l \'< 1ted Jcrrn,iah Wiswall and others 
h: ;t ,u:1;111ilkL' to :P1dit the :1,crn:nts of the com­
missiuneu otliccrs :tnd the committee for hiring 
~otJicr5. 



He was one of the original twenty-nine pro­
prietors of the South Burial Grot,r,J, laid out in 
1802. His name appears in the b~ of lot owners, 
also his son, J cremiah, Jr. 

His name is among the list of free holders in 
1798! one-half house :$285.00, 16 acres $587.00. 

He died January 26, 1809, aged eighty-four 
years. 

His widow died November 181 I, aged sixty-six 
years. 
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The Oak-Hill country is a region beioved of 
the sU::$hhc, amid whose ;:icrfum;;ci quietude 
flourish tl:·:: feathery blooms of t!~c golden-rod, 
constelb:ions of w!-:ite and pi.:r;-!t a:;ters, .:md all 
the g!o:-ious comp:my oi :t\ew Engtmd's Floral 
reg:'Jia. 

Here on the quiet Bald-Pate Meadows, where 
his father-in-1:t,,·, Edward Jackson, had be­
½ueathed him a hundred acres of land, Thomas 
Prc.itice made his home, back in the seventeenth 
cer:t:.:ry, ::ind brought up a family of sturdy and 
,·ali:.nt so::s. Anotl-:er of the pioneers was Cap­
t:1ii: jcrcr:1i::h \Visw:ill, son of the famous No:ih 
Wiswall, \\'ho sr~tled here in 1750. :rnd had a 
grL·:-:t L1rni!y. l"his vali~nt ):com=i.n ,v:1s a c::.p­
rain of 1:1::1c:te-m~n at Lexington ;:nd Dorchester 
i--kignts. c•.1~ escaped the :m;ry bullets of our 
Br::i~h ~,rct'.1ren, waiting on earth until the year 
1S09. when he passed away, at the \'enerable age 
of e;g!"lty-fm:r. 

/\cqu:ri:~g bv nurriag~. to the daughter of 
Lieut. f\ol-::rt :\·ludock. a lan::e estate which he 
dii:t.:,c:,t\· cultiv::tcJ, he abo ·fou:id time to de­
vote to - p:.iblic :i'.'fairs. Joining the Military 
forces of his na:iw Town at an early age, as 
so m:m•, of his forbears had done, at the out­
brcal~ of t:1e Rcrniutio:1, he was in command of 
o:,L' or the•<:.: ,(1J,1f::nics. While heyond the age of 
gn.·:1t :1ci :,·ity at t;1is period, he al uncc rL'spundcd 
to the c1:I t,, :mm :111d k:1d his Co11111 any to th\.! 
conf!ict at Lexington. l{clinquishing tl,c more ar­
uuu:.is JL:til'~ of 1;1c field to younger men, he ::µ­
pl:ed b:msclf to the pebli:: and fin::nci::il matters 



insco~:-ab!c from the struggle in which the coio­
r.ists were engaged. 

That he w::s a man of means is evidenced by 
his contributions to the Town Treasury and the 
rositicns he hdd on various committee$. Througi1-
C!.!t the conti:-:c1~nce of the war he was engaged in 
furthering tne interests of the Patriotic cause by 
rrocuring enlistments in the army, and raising 
fends to carry on the contest. He aftenvards as­
sisted in auditing and settling the military ac­
counts of the town which occ:.1pied much time for 
some _vears :i.f ter peace \Vas declared. 

Serving for a quarter of a century after hos­
tilities had ceased, he saw the government estab­
lished on a firm and enduring foundation to \vhich 
his m~my years of public service had assisted. 

In his declining years surrounded by his numer­
o:.is family and reflecting on the events of the 
stirring past, it must have been a source of grati­
fic:ition to realize the part, however humble, he 
had taken to create the new republic which had 
arisen on this \Vestern continent. 
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Record of Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall. 
Taken from :\1a.ss. Archives, State House. 
"A list of Officers commissioned for the 1st 

Reg. June 1771. 
A list dated ;\;ewton Sept. 17, 1771 recom­

me:-:.ded for a comm. as Lieut., Capt. Benj. H::::n­
mond's 2nd Newton Co. 

R:mk. Lieut. C:1pt. I-lammo:1d's, Col. \Vm. 
Brattle·s Reg." 

April !£', 177;-r n command of East-Co. of 
Ne\vton at Lexington and Concord. 

:\brch 4. 1776-:\1:trched with his Co. to Dor­
chester Heights. 
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THOMAS WISWALL OF NEWTON 

Thomas Wiswall, son of Capt. Jeremiah, was 
born on the old homestead of his father at Oak 
1 •·1· 11.: J ~t· 1-7-111 1, l'<cwton, anuary ;, n, , :, . 

In early manhood he captured the heart of 
Sarah, daughter of the somewhat lordly and pa­
trician Trowbridges whose line extended back to 
the wealthy English merchant, and who long were 
prominent in Colonial government. Their mar­
riage occurred in 1803. Her striking figure and 
pleasing features with her gracious manners and 
kindly spirit endeared her to ::1.II her family and 
friends. The family consisted of five sons and 
two daughters who reached maturity. 

ln early life he learned the trade of carpenter 
and as such worked on the construction of St. 
:\1ary's Church at the Lo\\'er Falls. He after­
wards removed to Falmouth, i\bine, where his 
daughter, Hannah, was born, Dec. 28, 1806. At 
a subsequent date he went to Exeter, N. H. 

The first paper mill on the Exeter River, next 
aboYe King's F:ills, some two miles from Exeter, 
was built in 1777. This property was conveyed 
in 1813 to Col. Enoch Wiswall of Watertown, 
Massaclrnsetts, who transferred it, in 1815, to his 
brother Thomas. 1--le operated it successfully in 
conjunction with Isaac Flagg, manufacturing 
book and news paper until his death. He owned 
two-thirds of the stock and Flagg owned one­
third. 1-lis residence was near the mill anJ con­
sisted of a large, white painted frame house, and 
here sevcr:.i.l of his childn:n were bur:1, among 
them his son, Augustus. In Febru:uy, 1S33, the 
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r:1iii was b'Jrned but was rebuilt the same season 
,-, ::h i:-;,proYcd ec;uipment. 

Or. Sund::i.y, June I I, 19! I, the writer, while on 
a visit to the old mill site and homestead at Ex­
eter, :\: r. J erc:11iah Dudley then in his 92nd year, 
y;i10 \V.'.lS an old resident and lived near, gave the 
following account of my grandfather, whom he 
rcmcmtered well: 

He s:cid he w:i.s not a "large man", being of 
r.-icdium height and somewhat spare build with 
licl.t !,air and blue eves. He also said he was 
slightiy lame. That he was the practical man 
in the mill, looking after the making of the pa­
p~r whiie Flagg deli,:ered the manufactured prod­
uct with teams to the newspaper offices in the sur­
rou:1ditg towns, going as far as Lowell and Ports­
mouth and even he thought as far as Boston. 

Fbg~ claim.:J one-half interest, which was al­
lowed. though there was some question as to how 
Ice obtain~d so 1:1.rge a portion. 

After Thos. \Viswall's death, which occurred 
April 27, 1S36, his son Otis assumed his place in 
ti,e h;$ii1css for some time, but finally Flagg 
g:--.ined the entire possession of the property, as 
w:,s ~.:pposcd b:,· the poor bu~incss judgment of 
O:is, and Yery much to the financial disadvantage 
of the heirs. 

The dorcmentioned Jeremiah Dudley also gave 
the following description of my grand mother, 
S:irah W:swa!I: 

"She \,·as of more than medium height, of a 
i"ul! f:['..ur~ \\'ith :1 very fair complexion ::ml hand­
some fl':1t,1rc-:. blue eyes :md li~ht h:1ir. She w::i.s 
d :i ,·i.::·y :imi:tbh.! disposition :i:iJ m:.:ch lovcJ in 
the cor-r1~:.uni::,,.·.JJ 



She died at the home of her son, Thomas, in 
Dover, August 3rd, 1848, and W:!S buried the fol­
lowing Saturday by the side of her husbar.d in 
Exeter. She ,vz.s brought on the cars from Do­
ver. .\13.ny of the townspeople were at the cie;:,ot 
on arrival and formed a procession to the church 
yard. 
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AUGUSTL:s CURTIS l·VIS!VALL 

August'Js Curtis \\'iswail, w;,., born at Exeter, 
,. L[ J"nc 7 i·', j<::7 3 A•tcr . ,--~,-,uFncr the .r;s-:,. l •~ ._i • .;.. .. ,Li~, v- • 1 .. ~~ ... Ll:1 .. 1. t) U1. .. 

trict ~chool, he entered Phillips Exeter Academy. 
At the :tge of I 7 years he had co:nplcted his 

school course at the Academy. 
Filled with a love of a<l\'enture :-iatural to boys 

of that age and with a desire to see some-thing 
of the world, his mind turned towards a sea-faring 
. ·r 11,.e. 

His father having died a few ye::i.rs before, his 
mother was left ·with a family of five sons and 
t,..-o daughters of whom be was the youngest. 
Wi!h a mother's m.tural affection. especially for 
her you~11ful :md Oiph:m son, we can well imagine 
her feelings of apprehension at this expressed de­
sire. But after careful consider.1tion rather than 
tlw:art his ambition, she gave a reh:ctant consent. 

Leaving home, he journeyed to Boston and put 
up at the Sailors Home kept by Mr. Buffum, 
where be st:1yed sc\·eral days. 

Residing in '.\'ewburyport at this time, was an 
old f.1mily friend, C:1pt. Coffin, with whom he ex­
pected to sail. However, he not being ready to 
start, arter visiting him sever:..! days, he again re­
tt.:rnC'd to Boston. Noticing at the wharf a fine 
11::'.W ship of 500 tens burden named the "Repub-
1:c·· wh:ch had just compJcted loadi:1g a cargo of 
i.-\·. :111,I r1.·:1dy If• ~:,ii for C::kutt:1. he w::is :icn·pted 
I:)' the c1pt:1in _:md signed up for rlw \·oy;ige, his 
,oi1~11i:1r certilic:1te duly ~l'Cllrl'Li. 

TltL' !'(lllowin:.; ~u:ida_\' murni11g. SL'pt. 5, 1~·10, 
in comm::n<l oi C,pt. Catting, they accordingly 



set s_ail from the Port of Boston on their long 
voyage .. 

This was the era of the famous clipper ships, 
manned bv American-born seamen, and whose 
saiis whitened the seven seas. 

"The anchor heaves. The ship s,vings free: 
The sails draw full-To Sea, To Sea." 

"Old Song." 
This voyage out and back lasting neaily a 

year, was the first of a series replete ,vith hard­
ship and adventure, little anticipated, at its be­
ginning, and which was to last for the ensuing 
three years. 

After a short stay at home the ship was again 
loaded ,vith a cargo of salt and soon set sail. 

Reaching the lsie of fl1auritius, while at anchor 
in the lower harbor, the cargo took fire and the 
ship was totally consumed with its contents. The 
burning ship illuminated the whole harbor for a 
great distance, a spectacle of awe, as the flames 
spread to the sails and the tall masts. 

Having lost all their personal effects they were 
sent home by the American Consul, where they 
eventually arrived some months later. His spir­
it of adventure still unsatisfied he made several 
other voyages. 

The one which proved to be his last as a saiior 
,vas in a vessel with a general cargo for South 
America. Having set sail, they in due course ar­
rived off the coa~t of Br:11.il, when ~omc of the 
lawless 1m:mbers of lhl' crew g..:tting bi..:yond the 
cu111wl tif their olliccrs, ruse in opi..:11 mutiny. 
J~u~hing fnrw:tr,I with dr:1wn lmiws th,·\· :1t1:tckl'd 
:md nrnrdcri..:J the captain :rnJ first ·mate :ind 
seized possession of the ship. !-le, n:m~ining 
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Icva1. ,\·as ba<llv wounded bv a ;,;nif e s!:J, in the 
sid::. 

0

bt:t his !ife \V;lS spared ·or. condition th::tt he 
n;:ivigare the ship's bo.:t to la:,d. being the only 
one ieft capr,blc of doing so. To this he agreed 
:md the rr.t:tinous crew then destroyed tl:c ship. 

They ac;:o:-nj:>lishcd this by scuLtiing the ship_. 
bnring hoies ,hrough the bottom by whfrh it soon 
s::mk beneath the waves, thus removing the e\·i­
den..:es of their cri11;es. Previot:s to this the long 
boat !:ad been launched, the survivors assembled 
.;nd ;;,t a s:-.re distance saw their ship slowly sc1 b­
merged in tl:e depth of the oce::m. 

Left alone in their small bo2t at the mercv of 
the \\':t\·es as they rose and fell on the restless' wa­
ters, with naught in sight but sea and sky; their 
plight was a desperate one. Though suffer­
ing severely from his wound, he took the 
tiller .i.nd with the others at the 0ars thev set 
1.heir course for t!1e nearest land. Experiei,cing 
gre:i.t distress from the fierce r:i.ys of the trop:c 
sun by day :i.nci the chill air of r.ight they slowly 
pursued their toilsome wav towards the unknmvn 
sh0re, :i.r.d wi1ilc exposed· to gre;:it h::i.rdship :md 
d::tngc:r the pangs of hunger ;:ind thirst increased 
their suffering. 

D~ys ebrsed ere they finally descried in the 
dist:::i.nce the long reach of glistening s:m<ls com­
prising: thi!- inhospitable coast. 

~in::tlly the shore w::i.s gained and beaching 
their boat, the cm:tciatcd and exhausted surviv:)rs 
of thi~ i1!-~t:trrcd ship, hope ::i.nd wur:igc reviving, 
::,ought !l'lieL 

~()\lll 1iil'Y ~;,il'd some n:itiw hut~ in the- dis­
t:mcc. "·ho~l' inh:ibit:mts {kd. ::t their :ippro:id1 
~Ui)f'tl~in;..; i'rum l/1-:ir Slrangi.: :.u.,1 unkept ;lpp..::1:-­
~111ccs :n..::,- were spectres. 



Noticing a kettle contammg some variety of 
food cooking over an open fire, they immediately 
seized it and after partaking of its contents, were 
somewhat revi\·ed. After resting for a day or 
more the p:::rty separated _and he with one other 
m:ldc their way by ia:-:d to Rio J ar:eiro after days 
of wandering and privation. Applying to the 
American consul for relief as shiowrccked sailors 
they were giYen tr::msportation home by a return­
ing s:1iling vessel. He thus finally arrived in 
Boston in a destitute condition without monev or 
suitable clothing. Sending word of his distress 
to his brother, Thomas, at Exeter, the latter went 
to his relief at the Sailors Home where he was 
stopping. Providing him with a proper outfit 
they returned home to Exeter where his mother 
and the family greeted him as one lost to them for 
:.II time. 

This harrowing experience so affected him and 
left such a deep impression on his mind he decided 
to definitely abandon the sea as a means of 1 

livelihood. He never spoke of it in after life 
:ind only after his death did his wife reveal this 
tragic occurrence. To his brother Thomas, on 
his :-eaching Boston, ,vhere he found him at the 
sailors' home penniless and who assisted him to 
reach home, did he rel::ttc these evcats. As the 
guilty sailors h:id long since scattered to unknown 
parts, it was useless to institute any further in­
vestig::ttion and he thought best to let the m::ttter 
rest in forg~tfulness. 

In lo-10, he \\'l"lll 10 St. Louis, :'llo., and cll't'kl·d 
in a ~lOl'l' rl'Lurning in Novl·mlwr to I )nvl'r. N. I I., 
:111d workt·d in the p:1pn mill of his undc, C. P. 
;\ loses. 

He afterwards went to Newton Lower Falls 2.nd 
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y;~s e:nploycd in the Paper ;\lill of Rice & Gar-
11eld. !n 1S52, he went to Buffalo P::q:~er :\1ii!s, 
:-,.;. C., and took cb::i.rge of ::i. mill as superinten­
dent, rcm:.-,i::ing about a year. Resigning his ?O­
sition he ret,irned home, to which no doubt the. 
chief attr::ction was the charming cllen Frances 
Hill, then in her eighteenth year; they were sooa 
m:irried, Oc:ober 17, 1853. Her oval face and 
fair complexion with brge expressive h:izel eyes 
might well prove an irresistable magnet to his re­
sponsi\·e n::turc. Her pbcid disposition and 
c\·cn temper were never rufilcd and in all their fu­
ture years of married life no harsh word was ever 
spoken or note of discord marred the current at 
their lives. To him she was always the "Nellie" 
that he had wooed and won in aH the bloom of 
early life. 

Sho,tly after their marriage they went out to 
Coh.:mbus. Ohio, to go into business with his 
brother George, in a store. This not proving to 
his liking, he returned to :--lcwton Lcwer Ft.Us the 
Dext summer and again went to work in the mill 
of Rice & Garfield in the manufacture of paper. 

In ;\ by, IS;; removed with family to La,v­
rence, \lass., and was employed in the Russell 
l\'l ill, operating the pziper m.'.lchine. 

Seeing cut little chance for advancements in 
this position and with a growing family to pro­
vide for, ar.d being thoroughly nr~cd in the m:m­
ufacturc cf paper he decided to seek zinothcr 
field. 

Again bcing offered a position as Superinten­
dent of the mill at oL:iT:ilo Paper ;\lills, N. C.. he. 
:·cc•~l'\rd. :-.rid in the ~pring of 1S~6 look ch:ugc.: 

Ht: :;hortly 61..:ili: a dwdling house and the fol-



lowing year brought.out his family from Ne\·vton 
Lower Falls, Massacnusetts. 

His family at this time consisted of his wife 
and two smail children under four years of age. 
Arriving at Charlotte at this time thz terminus· 
of the railroad, it was necessary to proceed the 
remainder of the distance by stage coach; this 
was as far as Shelby, which was their destination, 
a distance of 50 miles. This was over rough 
corduroy roads laid over a red clay soil in which 
the coach often sank hub deep. Much of the way 
was through dense forests, fording the creeks, 
and with a few sparce settlements at interv;!ls to 
break the monotony of the trip. Truly a toil­
some experience for a young woman in her early 
twenties with two babies to provide for. 

After a few days' rest, they removed to Buffo.lo 
Paper ;\lills, a small settlement on Buffalo Creek 
three miles from town where they occupied the 
small but comfortable house he had newly con­
structed for their residence. This they occupied 
for several years. 

In 1860 moved to Lincolnton and bought one­
fourth part of the paper mill on the South Fork 
of the Catawba River from A. R. Homesley. 
Operated the mill under name of Oats, Wiswall 
& Co., till 1862. Then formed partnership with 
A. R. Homesley & P. Z. Baxter under style of A. 
C. Wiswall & Co., under which name the business 
was conducted till 1866. 

I-le then hcmght out Homesley & Baxter and 
sold one-half interest to l\tr. Wm. Tiddy and 
continued thl! bu~incss un<lcr firm name of \Vi:s­
w:ill & Tiddy. 

During the four years of the Rebellion he op­
erated his mill continuously making to a large 
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c:--:~e~~ \'\T1t1ng paper a~d envc!opes for t!~~ Co~­
frc:::rat~ Governr..ent z1~ he h.::.d virtu:-..1'.y the only 
,,,ill ir. the Sout!1 capable of doing the work S'..lC• 

ccssf u i1v. 
B . - "' I b h" h d .. c;;;g :.-t 1,ort,1ern man y ~1rt., an. trammg 

h.' was ,:a,i.'.r::i.!!v 1~ot in symoai.hv with the prin­
ciples of Scdit:0!1. but by a s'trict· atteni:ior: to his 
own busi;iess and avoidance of all political dis­
cussion he W::\S not interfered with, more particu­
larly as his product was essential to the gO\·ern­
mem. 

Di~bdieving in slavery he owned no negroes, 
hiring those he needed from their masters; neither 
dill l1e inYest moncv in Confederate Bonds as so 
ma:1y did. · 

He !:-ought land brgcly, owning at the close of 
the w:,r ncarlv one thousand acres besides the m:il 
property ;.mJ a substant:a! resit.lence in town. 

\\"hi;e acting in a very cautious and prudent 
manner it was well knO\':n among certdn of the 
negr<?CS ::md one or two loyal men that his sympa­
thies were with the ;'-forth. On one occasion he 
w::.s informed by them that two Union officers 
were c0:1cca:ed in a hut in the cane brakes on the 
river. h:wing esc::.pcd from their rebel captors at 
Ch::.rl0:1c. ! le, in conjunction with :.i !oy~,l Eng­
!ishm::ir.. a friend of his living near, named :\brsh, 
arranged for their safety. They stipplied them 
\\'it!1 two nrnks with proper outfit and by travel­
ling nights, lying in hiding by day, they eventual­
]:,., m:i,k t:,eir w::iy over the Blee Ridge ;\1oun­
L1i11s. :,n,i tl!roug!1 TL'l1lh::-sn~ intu th.: L!nion li111.::;. 
11:td th is hvvn krn ,wn. serious const·quenc,·s \\'ou Id 
h:c,·l· r,·,uited. :\ kiter is still c:-::"ll)t written bv 
ullL' ut \lw:,,i oflicerY :titer tile war, gi\'ing a J~­
l:likJ :lccount of their ~Jventurcs. 



In the Spring of 1S65, just before Lee's sur­
render his Y:ifc .:tnd three small chi!dren set out to 
re:i.ch the North, having been away from friends 
and relatives nearly ten years. 

Reac;iing F.',laclc Ri\'er in Virginia :i.fter a. !orig 
:::nd tcdir1us trip by rail, owing to its worn out 
condition, the women and children were ferried 
,tcross from the Confederate iines to the Unio?:. 
side. no men being allowed to leave the South at 
th.it time. 

Procuring a guide \Vith a horse and open ,vagon 
they finally made their wc1y into Portsmouth. 
There the Provost :Vlarshal took charge of them 
~s refugees and promptly landed them in jail. 
But on making known the fact they ,vere well 
supplied with money in gold coin, were shortly 
afterwards released and after s•~vcrai days delay 
c,·cntu::llly arrived home in Massachusetts. 

The following year the family again returned 
to their home in ;\orth Carolina. 

In IE'G7 and W6S he was a member of the 
Lcgis!::i.tnrc, as a representative from Lincolnton. 

In !c69 he sold his interest to .:\lr. Tiddy and 
returned with his family to :--.:c,vton Lower Falls. 

He then bought the w~ter power ~md build­
ings known as the 'Taster .:\lill'' on Washington 
Street on the IO\ver d::im, from Thomas Rice, Jr., 
fur ~,IO.U00.00 and continued the business of m.:m­
ufacturing paper till his de::ith in JSSO. 

January 1st, JS,;, he admitted as a partner 
~ his .. son, _Cla'.~nce A._, ~nd .. changed the firm name 

tu A. C. \\ 1swall & Son . 
In IS7J in co1111(•Cfion with G('o. rro~t :ind Wm. 

P:tr~c lw built :i mill for th~ m:muf;1cturi11~ of 
buuk paper :it P::..:ki.:r's 1::db, ;'\;vw111:irkd, '.',;L'W 

11:unp~hire, at a cost of $7;,00J.OO. 
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This enterprise did not prove successful :in<l 
:i..t t:~e expir::ttion of two years he retired, meeting 
wit::: a very serious financial loss. 

Th~ loss and \·.-ony attending this undertaking 
no dot:bt b:td much to do ~:ith the bre:iking down 
of his he:1ith. and from which he never afterwards 
fully reco\'ered. 

He was natl.!rally a man of fine physique, ; ft. 
8 inches in heighth a!ld weighing 165 lbs. He 
•.vas of a very fair complexion with blue eyes and 
tigl:t hair inclined to be curly round the edges. 

He w:is a \'ery genial, comp:i.r:ion:.i.ble m:m, a 
good singer and an entertaining t:ilker. having 
been 2 great re:i.der and seen conside:·able of the 
world, e~pecially in his younger days when he was 
a sailor. 

He w:is a member of St. .Mary's Church .:md 
for some time a vestrvm:i.n. His death occurred 
on June z;, !SSO. leaving a ,vife and five children 
to mourn his loss. 

He was of an even temper not easily rufiled, an 
affectionate husband and a kind and indulgent 
father, :ind when he died he left no known enemy 
but a wide circle of loving friends, the uni\'ersal 
opinion of whom was, "he was a good man". 

"Higher ?raise than ~his hath no man". 



An~rn~ct 
ELLEN FRANCES HILL 

Feb. 20, 183 ;-Aug. 12, 1924. 

For nearly 90 years was granted her the span 
of life. 

Sen~ne and tranquil she glided down the stream 
of time. 

:-.:o unkind ,vord was ever spoken nor was wish 
of ill for any one. 

For more than half a century she lived in her 
home beside the River Charles. 

Interested in her children by whom she was 
surrounded, grnnci-children and even great-grand­
children, as well as friends and relatives, her 
mind was always keenly alert to passing events. 

A great reader, she kept fully abreast of the 
time~. always enjoying her home, and with her 
garden ever in season filled with many blossoms. 

To t!1e end, having no serious bodily ailments. 
she retained all her faculties except her hearing. 

Pursuing her daily course until four days of her 
passing; away, no lingering sickness was her por­
tion. 

Calm and placid in !if e she seemed at last like 
one who slept in peaceful quietude. 

Re:rntiful in life, beautiful in her repose, a 
~uur,·c of lo\'l' and inspiration to all who knew 
her. 

Accomp;micJ by her family and friends, cm­
!,mn·:·l'd \\'ith fr:igr:llll !lo\\'l•rs, 011 :m ;\1q~11st :tf­
ter!,0011 of radi:mt sunshine ~he was placcJ ar 



CLARENCE AUGUSTUS WISWALL 

Born in :'\C\\'ton, :\bss., Oct. 30th, 1s;4, 

The far:1:lv removed to i\orth C:c:·olina when 
he w.::.s an in'fant and where his e:i.rlv \·ears were 
passed. At the ::i.ge of fifteen yeo.rs they ::i.gain 
returned to ?\ewton Lower Falis where his father 
h:td purch:is~ci a mill for the m::mufacture of pa­
per. 

After ;,..ttending the Grammar and High Schools 
of Newton. at the age of IS entered the mill of his 
father to learn the process· of making paper. 

A: the dc:ith of his father in ISSO he assumed 
control of the business which was conducted till 
lf,92 when he sold the mill. · 

:'-1:i.rch !st. !881, married I-brrict M. Bait of 
?\e\\"ton. Dark-eyed and vivacious, :J. graduate 
of t'.1e :\e\\·ton High School :.md Boston '.'\ormal 
School. :md a teacher in the public schools in Bos­
ton. :i.nd ,,.·h0se cldt:st sister aftenvards attained 
fam-3 and ,wa1th as the originator :i.nd developer 
of one of t!:e largest knit goods mills in the coun­
try. sh-: pro\'cd a wo:·thy helpmate. 

Two sons, Thom:i.s A. and Augustus C., :i.nd 
two d:rngbters. Cbre E. and i\l~rion E., were 
born .::nd :::.!! grew to maturity. 

l n i 89-+ bought the paper mill property in 
Br:1dl'ord. \'-t .. \\'llich \\':t~ conductl'd for some 
_\'l':11'~ ur:til :ifterw:irds sold. 

In lL'U! mm'CCl to Rt·:-,ding. :'\b~s .. :rnd in 190S 
i:1 (nnj:.::~diu:1 \\'iti1 his sen, ,\ugustus. est~1blishcd 
i:~ \\';~kc;idd a ;'Lnt for the m:1;n:f::s:tun: of ra­
~":..\r 1~cxcs. 



i\h~rnha 
Clare E. Wiswall. born January 8, 1882. Grad­

uated from Wellesley High School in 1900. Mar­
ried Clinton \V. Crafts October 9, 1907. Two 
daughters were born to them, Eleanor B., June 23, 
19l0, and Jeanette \V., June 24, 1915. 

Thomas A. Wiswall, born in \Velleslev Hills, 
)\:lass., Juiy 2S, 1883. Graduated from \Velles­
ley High School in June, 1900, and entered Dart­
mouth in the Fall, and was graduated in the 
Class of 1904. Taking up the profession of med­
icine he secured his degree of l\l. D. and estab­
lished himself in Falmouth, Mass., as a physician 
in the highest repute and with a large and grow­
ing prncticc. April 17, 1912, married Elizabeth 
Cl:J.irc Cable, and two children were born to 
them: Elizabeth B., July 5, 1913, and Harriet M., 
.-\ugust 14, 1914. 

1\larion E. Wiswall, born :'Jovember 9, 1886 
;::md married Lawrence W .. Crafts September I 5, 
I 905. A <l=',ughter, Dorothy Wis\va!I, was born 
July I;, 1906. 
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AUGUSTUS CURTIS WISWALL 

Born in Wellesley, ;\lass., Jan. 8th, 1ss;. 
Gr:i.duated from the Wellesley Gram.mar School 

and the Re:tding High School. 
Entered Dartmouth College and was a student 

for two years. 
Commenced business as a manufacturer of pa­

per boxes in 190S at \V akcfield, l\bss. 
Sept. S, 19 ! 3, married Alice Frances Griffith~. 

who w.::s of sturdy English lineage, :md thi.:s as 
the centuries rolled by the Anglo-Saxon strain 
2 6:1in r:,ingles in the line of ancestry here set 
:onh. ~,lay the links of the chain be strength­
ened and increased in the years to come, by 

James Boit Wiswall 
son of Augustus C. Wiswall, 

Born July 8, 1916 

The tenth generation in direct line of descent 
from the Puritan Elder Thomas Wiswall. 



Dorchester Town Records relating to Thos. Wis­
wall, Fourth report, Record Comm. City of Gos­
ton, 18S0: 

Jan. 2nd, 1637-Thomas Wiswall 
To have 2 "akers towards fox poynt". 

March 18th 
The porportion of "necke" (land) which each man 
is to have according to the rule agreed on for de­
ciding the same- (5 acres 6 rods) 

The proportion which each man is to ha\'e of 
the "Lower Pasture" and other land according 
to the same rule of decision for "every" on the 
side the River-(5 acres 6 rods) 

i\farch 18th. 
Thos. Wiswall-To view the field next where 

he dwells. 
Feb. 13th, 1638 
Is appointed to mark all the cattle according 

to a former order to that purpose. 
I of I 1\lo. 1641 
It is ordered that a.II the fences about the home 

lots shall be put in good order before the 20th of 
this inst month under penalty of 2 s for each 
neglect 

Thos. Wiswall to view them. 
-The 2-lth of the 7th month 161-i-

At a Town Meeting the 7 men underwritten 
were chosen to order the :iffairs of the Tmvn till 
the I st of the 9th month in the year I G-t5 and to 
h:i.,·e full powers to make orders to bind the Town 
:1s former 7 men have had, except in giving and 
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dis;-osi.ig of l:md. till other instructions be gh-en 
them by the Town-

Thos. \\'isw~Ji~(and 6 others)-Also elected 
Sdec:m~,n this year. 

r,,.~ 54. 17 Day oi the first month 1645-
Thos. Cl:u-k of Boston sold unto Thos. Wiswall 

of Do::-ch~ster 3¼ acres of land, be it mo:-e or less, 
\\'ith~ one l,::i.rn and other things mentioned in a 
deed bearir:g date with these records 

5• Appointed on Committee for building Meeting 

GS 

ao 

House 
1-+th !st mo. 1645. 

1 t is o:-dered that a rate of z;o si shall be made 
for the buiiding of a new meeting house and that 
the Raters chosen are-

Thos. Wiswall-et. al. 

;'\ld that the 20th day of the 8 mo in the year 
16-\6 Rich::i.:·d Williams of Taunton in ~- E. sold 
unto Thos Wiswall of Dorchester in :'i. E. all his 
Lott and Accommodations in Dorchester afore­
said, :i.s t::ey are expressed in an indenture bear­
ing date wi:h this record. 

Witnessed 
By John Wiswall being 
I\iodcrator of 7 men 

Whcre:-.s. Thos. Wiswall ct. al. were appointed 
by the selectmen of Dorchester to by out ~ town 
\\':ty to-.\·:.rd::; the fre~h Marsh-this way \V:J.S 1:i.id 
out th(; 9t \i or the l 0th month 16:•0: 

Thus \V i:;w:dl et. ~:l. 

0-12 .\l. )) 

l t is a~,ccd by and between the Selectmen of 



Dor. in behalf of the Town :md Thos Wiswall 
and his son Ichabod as follows: 

Ffrst that Ichabod with the consent of his father 
shall from the 7th of 1vbrch next ensuing unto 
the end of 3 fu!J vears shalJ instn:ct and teach in 
a free school in Dor. all such children as shall be 
committed to his care, in English, Latin and 
Greek :is shall be capable. Also to instruct in 
writing such as sh ail be able. 1 t is understood 
that ::ill sych children as are entered shall know 
their letters and be able to spell some. Also 
.:hat the school house shall be kept in good order 
and comfortable both in summer and winter. 

2nd That the Selectmen cf Dor. Shall pay or 
cause to be paid unto Ichabod or his Fat.her by 
his assignment the full sum of 25£ yearly, two 
thirds in wheat pease or bariey, merchantable, 
::md one third in Indian (corn), at or before the 
I st of :Vlch. e;:ich year, at price currant. 

2nd of 12 ,\1th 1646. 

For the f1nal determination and ending of all 
matters in controversy concerning the fence about 
the great lots, the captain neck, the 6 acre lots 
a:id other proportions it is agreed to leave the 
same to the arb.itration of Mr. lsach Heath, John 
Johmon. Wm. Parks, and to abide by their de­
cision, signed 

Thos Wiswall, et. al. 

A true acct. of the fence of the great l~ts and 
tht: mannL·r of layin:,; it. 

Jolin~\: Tho~ \Vi:.;w;tl] 5-l~ods 9-ft-¼ 

\'t';ir 1652 --1":kdL'd ollt' uf tht' Seb:t111vll•­

The 9th of the bst month 56. 

7R 
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The :1:.mes of such as a:--e :i_ppointcd to v~c·\v 
the ftnccs ih the Common fields- for this year '57: 

The lo': bi;hind Thos Wiswall, John Wiswall, 
Wm Cbrke 

At a town '.\leeting the first of Dec. 1656: 
Thos \Vi~w;.:ll desired I 4 b;,.isheis ~f Indian corn 

in part of p.y for his ~on's te:tching school, which 
:~1 r. Jones ordered him to t:ike at Dedham. 

Thos Wiswall \Vas here desired in behalf of the 
school th:tt a floor be laid over head in the school 
he use ::cn<l a studv be made in it fer the use of the 
s::hoolmaster pi:_(;vi<lcd 5s tow:irds it, and timber 
in his let for Joice. 

At the meeting of the Selectmen the 14: (10) 
1660 Thc5 Wisw:1!1 !1:1d a bill given him to receive 
of the Co:1stabie eighteen shillings and six_ pcn-:e 
in satisfo::t;on for loss of the price of !nciian corn 
wl~ich he m:ciYed for that which was due to the 
Schoolm:1s tcr. 

\Vhere:is the Inhabitants of Dorchester ha.Ye 
for:w:r:v ordered consented and agreed that a rate 
of 20£ per annum shall issue and be paid by the 
said ;nhai::itar:ts and their heirs from and out of 
:i certain portion of land in Dor. called Thon~sons 
l Lind for and to\\"ards the maintenance of a school 
in Dor. :i.:"ore~:iid. 

At}d that upon experience it is found to be a 
matter of gre:it bbor and difficulty to collect the 
rent from sc, m:my pcrso:1s who ought to p::ty the­
s~mv~. who l:old title to 1::tnd in ~aid !land, being 
no kss than six score or thereabouts, and in:i.s­
much as the said rent of Twenty pounds when· 
i~ is duly colkrtcd _ :md p;iid is no~ ~f itself ~uffi.­
c1e:nt lo:-;:: ::cbocl wnhout so;ne :.dJ1t!On t!-!ercto. 



For the augmenting therefor of the said rent 
and to the intent that the same may be more 
readily collected and paid-It is hereby ordered 
and all the present inhabitants of Dor. aforesJ.id 
,vhosc names arc hereunto subscribed do for them­
selves :md their heirs Covenant consent and agree 
th:tt from henceforth the said I land and all the 
benefits and profits thereof and :ill their rights and 
interest in the s::.me shall be wholly and forever 
bequeathed and given away from themselves and 
their heirs into the Town of Dor. towards the 
mainten:mce of a free School in Dor. aforesaid 
for the teaching of children and youth in good 
literature and le::trning. 

And to the intent that a better maintenance of 
a free school may arise from and out of the said 
!land, it is therefore the mind of the present 
donors that the said lland shall from time to time 
be let assigned and set over by the inhabitants of 
Dor. for such yearly rent as shall in common es­
timation amount to tne full valuation of said 
!!:ind. 

And to the intent that the good intention of the 
present donors be not penatrated- ::.: 

It is hcrebv ordered that the said 11:1.ml ·shall 
be let assigned and set oYr,r only to such Tenants 
:is shall by land or otherwise suiliciently secure 
the payment of the rent thereof and for aYoid­
ing the trouble that might :..rise from collecting 
the rent from too great a number of Tenants, it 
is hereby ordered that' the said I land shall never 
be let out to so many Tenants as shall number 
above ten at one time. 

In witness whereof the present inh:i.bitants h:i.ve 
h~rcunto subscribed their names the Seventh day 
of the Twelfth month in the year 1641-
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\1emorand'Jm-Th:.t before s,1bscribing to 
the~e orcsents t!:i.c donors afores:i.id did further 
:i.:.:::-ee 3nd c:eclare that it was their mind and true 
i;Le!1tion th::>.t if :i.t 2.ny time there shall happen 
to be 2. \':i_c;mcy .:.1:d want of a School \laster hy 
means o; de:.1th or otherwise, vet the rents :md 
profits arising from said !land sh:lll be appiied 
oniv for the me and maintenance of the school 
and for no other pu:·posc. 

ra::e 100 Thos Wiswall et. al. 

30t At a town meeting the !9: 3: 16;1 
Thos \\'isw:::.11 requested that he might have lib­

erty of passage to his own lot through his own 
fence on the side next the highway between the 
po:md anJ. nice; it was granted him a rod bre:.1dth. 

so1 An account of the Rates gathered in the year 
163 I for the use of the Town of Dor.-Disbursed 
:::s follows: 

sos - It. to Thos Wisw:111 2i s d 
o-+ - o; - 1 o 

:ni · - T-l.e 29 day of the 9 l\fo:52 

P,~;;e Fifty-six 

At ::t meeting for the choice of Town Officers 
for ti1c yc::r ensuing there is chosen for surveyors 
for t.he highw:i.ys. 

Thos Wiswall et. al. 



l\h~tnha 
John Wiswall. Brother to Elder Thomas. 

In the Old Granary Burying ground next the 
Park Street Church, Boston, is the following in­
scription on a head stone: 

Here lies buried 
The body of John Wiswall, 
servant of Jesus Christ. 
Elder of the first 
Church in Boston. 
Aged 86 years. 

Departed this Life 
The I 7 day of A11gust 
Anno Dom. 1687. 
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MILITARY SERVICES IN COLONIAL WARS 

W!SlVALL FA/'.1!LY 

Capt. :--:o::h Wiswall-Born 1638. 

Dec. 2-+, l 676-Credit for l\lilitary services in 
King Philips \Var. 

july G, 1690-Killcd in battle with French and 
Indians at \Vheelwrights Pond, Lee, N. H. 

Lie:.:t. Thom:1s Wiswall-Born 1666. 
Lieut. in ?\ewton Ivlilitary Co. 

Capt. Noah Wiswall-Born Sept. 7, 1699. 

July 29, 1740-A.ppears on a list of men sworn to 
Bo~ton in expedition ::igainst the Sp:mish West 
Indies c:.ndcr Capt. Stephen Richards. 

Feb. 1, 17-1-7-Appears on l\foster Roll sworn 
to Boston in a Co. of His :\lagestys service. 

Wounded in hand by musket b:::11 at battle of 1 

Lexington, April 19, 1775-

Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall-Born Oct. 27, 1725. 

June 177 !-A list of officers commissioned for the 
I st :\1 icidlcs·'.!X County Reg. of :\lilitia. Sept. 17, 
1771-Ccmm. as Lieut. in Capt. Benj. Har:i­
mcnd's 2r.d :--:e\\'ton Co. Col. \Vm. Brattles Reg. 

Apiil 19, 1775-In command of East-Co. of 1 

:--:c-.\·tn:1 ::it the b:ittlc of Lexington and Con..:ord. 
1\\::rch 4. 1776-.\'brchcd with his Co. to Dorches­
lc:r I !eights. 

Lil'Hl. Jt·remi:th Fullcr-13orn Peb. 4, J6;S. 
Dec. 2-l-, 16',6-C:-cdit for military services. 



Lieut. James Trowbridge-Born 1636--:Roster 
of ;\liddlesex Reg. 1676--

Capt. Daniel Gookin. 
Lieut. James Trowbridge. 

Also Representative to the Genernl Court. 
Lieut. Griffin Craft-Born I 600. Sept. 10, 

i6;3-Confirmed as Lieut. of lv1ilitary Company, 
Roxbury. Feb. 21, 167;-Resigned his Comm. 

Lieut. Samuel Craft-Born Dec. 12, 1637. 
Lieut. in .Military Company-Roxbury. 

Lieut. Moses Craft-Born Sept. 29, 1703. In 
Capt. Wm. William's Co.-Col. Choate's Reg. 
Served at siege _and capture of Louisburg 1746. 

Dec. 29, 1763-Comm. as Lieut. for the first 
Reg. Militia in the Co. of Middlesex-Capt. 
Joshua Fuller's Co. Col. Wm. Brattle's Reg. 

Capt. Samuel Hill-Born Feb. 18, 1671-Died 
Aug. 4, 1755. See "Bodge's Indian Wars". List 
of Capt. Penhallow's Company, April 5, 1723-

Original list in writing. 

Solomon l-lill-I3orn Aug. 4, 1754-Dicd Nov. 
13, 1803. Served in militia in War of Revolu­
tion. 

no,l ;:-t'~' 1Ti fit or,· 
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War 
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