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HAoremned

Gleaning from such historical records as are
available, as well as from contemporary sources,
the family history here set forth leaves much to
be desired. The length of time which has
¢lapsed since the first landing of the progenitors
of this line on these New England shores as well
as the loss of many of the original documents
relating to the period covered, has made the task
more difficult.

In attempting, however, in this imperfect man-
ner to portray the character and accomplishments
of some of those who have preceded us in our
native land, endeared to us through their toil and
privation, it is with no sense of vain glory, but
with a deep reverence {or that divine power whose
guiding hand directed our forefathers in all their
ways. ‘

Landing on the shores of a new continent which’
consisted of an almost unbroken wilderness whose
only inhabitants were hostile savages, a homne
must be provided and sustenance procured, the
church established and laws for their government
proclaimed.

Active in the affairs of church and state, tak-
ing the frecman’s oath, performing every public
and private duty when called upon, leading the



hilitary forcaes to repel tne attacks of their sav-
age foes \vhcn danger threatened, even at the ex-
pense of life itself; in later years respending to
the call to take up arms against the unjust enact-
ments of the mother couniry; aiding with wise
counsel. tendering to the utmost of their means,
mehb‘na assistance to the impoverished govern-

ment until likerty is finally secured; and in suc- |

ead.nsz generaticns fulfilling the duties of cmzev-}

ship and helping to maintain a government of
“law and order”, has been the chronicle of tie
line of ancestrv here so briefly set forth.

May the lives of those who follow in the foot-
steps of our pilonecrs be brightened, our liberties
preserved f{or all time, and the blessings of a free
and prosperous people be cur portion till time

shull be no more.

for ]



ELDER THOMAS WISWALL

The carliest permanent settlement on that part
of Massachusetts Bay called Dorchester, was
made under a Charter granted by King Charles |
of England, confirming the Patent of Massachu-
setts coiony dated March 4th, 1629.

The first to arrive under this Charter were those
who came in the Mary and John, numbering 140
persons, landing on May 30th, 1630; and as many
of the settlers came from Dorchester, England,
they gave this name to their new home,

In the vear 1035 there arrived in Massachusetts
many ships with passengers from England and the
Dorchester Plantation attracted its full share of
their number.

Besides those who came with Mr. Mather in
“The James” from Bristol, in 1635, the names of
Dorchester settlers are found in four other ves-
sels from London the same year.

Among the names listed in Dorchester in
what is called the 'second emigration from Eng-
Iand. is found that of Thomas Wiswall and his

brother John.  They left several brothers in Eng-

land and are supposed to have come from Smith-
fould in the County of Lancaster. That they
were men of deep religious conviction is shown by
their prominence in church affairs, both serving
as Presiding Clders.

Themas was accompanied by his wife, Fiza-
beth, and his son, Fnoch, who was born two
yvears previously.  He joined the church the vear
following and 1 1037 was a grantee of land in
the Dorchester settlement.
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ile undoubtediy was a man of substance as his
prenerty investments showed, and also a person
of education which his letter written to t e Gen-
eral Court, now cn file in the Massachusetts
State Archives, plainly evidences.

That ke also was a believer in the higher
cranchies of learning is shown in the education
given his son lchasod, who attended Harvard
College. and afterwards became the first Minis-
ter at Dusxbury, and who likewise was famous as
an astrologer and mathematician as well as noted
divine; aiso his son Noah, prominent in military
affairs  and  later  killed in  battle at
Wheelwright's Pond, N. H., in desperate conflict
with the French and Indians, was a2 man of ad-
vanced education.  Thomas Wiswall was soon
active in town affairs and took a prominent part
a 2l the public concerns of the new settiemcnt.
He identified himself in the work of the church
on committees -for establishing a public school,
said to be the first in New England and in laying
cut the reads and boundaries of the town.

In {644 hie also served as one of the sclectmen of
the town. again m,.nv the same office in 1652, and
took the freeman’s oath in 1654,

This same year, possibly prompted by a desire
for more land for himself and numerous family
he removed to what i$ now Newton, then called
Cambridge Village, till changed Aug. 27th, 1679.

There were but tw emy residents in the Village
at the time of his scttlement,  In addition to
these tw enty were twelve voung men of the sec-
ond generaticn, including his son Noah.

One of his sons, two  grandsons, twe  great
grandsens ¢ n! cthers of later generations were
fnates of Harvard Cellege.  Still others were
sraduates of Yale and Dartmouth.




Of the natural features of Newton, mention
should te made toth of its land and svater. Neswv-
ton has three large ponds.  Wiswall's, covering
atout 331 acres, Hammond’s and Bullough's
Ponds.  We f{ind the following statements re-
cordad concerning the first and second.

April 1, 1634, There is 1,000 acres of land
and a great Pond (Wiswall’s Pond) granted to
John Haynes.

Wiswail’'s Pond near the Center, and Ham-
mond’s Pond near the easterly part of the town,
were 5o cailed in remembrance of two of the early
and prominent settlers of the town, Thomas Wis-
wall, the first ruling Elder of the church, and the
first settler upon the banks of the one, and
Thomas Hammond the first settler upon the bor-
ders of the other.

Elder Themas came into the town {rom Dor-
chester in 1654 and died here in 1633. Ham-
mond came in 1650 and died in 1675. Both were
pionicer-settlers and substantial pillars of the pian-
tation. The descendants of both have been nu-
merous in the town and country and highly re-
spected.

For nearly two centuries these ponds have been
naturally and properly known by these names.

They have become part and parcel of the his-
torical facts of the place and ought to be forever
known by these names.

His homestead in the Village consisted of 300
acres inciuding the Pond which bore his name.
His house was upon its south bank, new owned
by Mr. Luther Paul.  His land was on the
rortherly part of the Haynes farm, being part of
the grant of 1.000 acres made by the General
Court to Gov. [Haynes in 1634,
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The Wiswall house was built in [634, and was
the first housc-on the shore of the Pond or any-
where pear it. [t was situated on a high bank
"‘~o‘ c the water, and had pleasant views of the

Pond through the intervening trees.

The Elder’'s mansion is thus described in the
inventory of his estate “lower lodging room—
chamber cver—fire room—chamber over—and
the cellar.”

It was large for that early pericd, and divided
into comfortable rooms. It was the only house
in the neighborhood for many years, and, except-
ing so much of the land as Elder Wiswall saw fit
to clear, was surrounded by forest. The body
of water adjoining soon came to be known as Wis-
wall’'s Pond, a name which it kept for almost one
hundred and fifty vear

The LElder had seven children, two of whom,
Ichabod, born in 1637, and Noah, born in 1638,
achieved distinction, the former as a clergyman,
the latter as a soldier. Ichabod——educated at
Harvard College—was_ordained pastor of the
Duxbury Church in 1676, and was agent for the
Ply mouth Colony, in England, to obtain a new
charter. in 1639, This brought him into a diplo-
matic controversy wiith the Reverend Increase
Aather, who was exerting himself to obtain a
charter that would unite Massachusetts, Ply-
nmouth, and Maine under one government.  Ma-
ther was success(ul, but Wiswall proved himself
L warthy appenent and a devoted representative
ol the interests of Plymouth.

Before he came to Newton, Wiswall was a:
prominent citizen and town officer of Dorchester.
h.\ experience in town government soon brougit
Lim o the front in N'\\\ ton, which, it sHomd be



remembered, was then a part of Cambridge and
xnown as Cambridge Village.  With the assist-
ance of John Jackson, probably the first settler
in Newton, he soon began active measures for
a separation from Cambridge in the matter of
church dues.  His efforts met with sirong oppo-
"sition from Cambridge for several years, but he
held his ground. and in the end succeeded to the
{ull extent of his wishes. In the new parish
then created, he performed the duties of elder,
assistant pastor, and catechist.

And here, doubtless, he had many a bout with
his valiant sccond wife, she that was born Isabel
Barbage, of Great Packington, in Warwickshire,
and who, after his death, strove against his sons
for her dowrv. To quiet down the spirited wi-
dow, the magnates of the settlement, Prentice,
Bond, and Trowbridge, assembled in committee,
and finally got her under discipline, Prentice, the
stern old trooper, compelling her to retract certain
tash assertions, and then dryly counselling her “to
set a watch before her mouth, and keep the door
of her lips.”

In 1657 he and his wife conveyed to his son
Enoch of Dorchester his homesiead in Dorchester
which formery belonged to Mr. Maverick.

The Dorchester Church records state he was
dismissed from the Church 3, 4, 1664 for the
beginning of a church at Cambridge Village.
Also 11, 7. 1664 was dismissed his wife. He and
kis wife then became members of the new church.

On the day of the ordination of John LEliot, Jr.,
as pastor of the First Church he was ordained
Ruling Elder or Assistant Pastor, in inspecting
and disciplining the flock.  The monument in the
Center Strest ground gives the date July 21, 1664.
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In 1660 the first Meeting House in Cambridge'
Village was erected.

In October 1662, John Jackson and Thomas:
iswall petitioned the Court for a new line sepa-
raiing the Churches. :

in 1662 the Committee above named settled the
bounds between Cambridge and Cambridge Vil-
iaga so far as related to the matter of Ministerial
Support. :

Newton was incorporated as a town in [079,
when it separated {rom Cambridge.

It was usually called New Cambridge till 1691;:
whereby order of the General Court it was calied
Newton.

Eider Wiswall, in 1668, was appointed to cate-

chise the children at the new church of the village,
the first church having been organized in 1664,

Elder Wiswall or his heirs gave part of the land
used for the training fleld at Newton Center.

fn 1671 a committee reported to Cambridge it
was needfull there should be an open highway
four rods wide from the Boston bounds through
the Wiswall farm to the Falls.

The oid Cemetery on Center street is the oldest
in Neweon, and was established as such about
1669, The first meeting house in Cambridge Vi-
laze was erected in the old burial place the same
vear. A monument inscribed with the names of
the firet settlers huas been erected by 43 of the de-
scerdanis of the men it commemoraies.  This
was dedicated in September 1852,

His nume appears among the first free holders

1 a tist of 63 names in 1079—also his son Noah.



Dissensions having arisen in the Church the
{ollowing lctter was written the Court in answer
to a communsication from them.

“Camb. Village 18, 4, 1670

“To the Honored Court now sitting at- Charles-
town.

May it please you—yours of Apr 5, 1670, I
received, and after serious perusal and consider-
ation did communicate it unto the Church. DBut
with grief and shame may we say we had no com-
fortable return to make. But so it came to pass
that the 19th of April we gave the former Coun-
cil the trouble to come again who having heard
both sides did confirm your former Council; and
yet it wiil not obtain.  But may it please you the
next 4th day, if the Lord will | intend to move
the church again, and in the mean time rest

Your humble servant
Thomas Wiswall”

He had four sons and three daughters with up-
wards of thirty grandchildren.

His last wife was [sabella Farmer widow from
Ansley, England, who died 21 May, 1636 at
Billerica. )

He died intestate Dec. 6th, 1683 aged 80 years.
There is no monument to his memory, uniess

the Pond be such. [t.was his, and has for two,

centuries been known as “Wiswall’s Pond”.

The inventory of his estate specified £340, 207
acres of land and 4 Bibles.

There is no record of the deeds of his farm.

His successors were his son, Capt. Noah Wis-
wall, 1684; grandson. Licut. Thomas Wiswall,
1690; great grandson Capt. Noah Wiswall, 1720.

See “"County
Court Records,
Yol, 5"

3y
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CAPT. NOAH WISWALL OF NEVWTON.

Capt. Noah Wiswall, son of Elder Thomas,
was bern in Dorchester in 1638, and was well ed-
veated.  He married Theodosia Jackson, Dec.
i0th. i664. They had two sons and six daugh-
ters.

At the death of his father he inherited part of
his original grant of land which was held in
succession by his son, Thomas, and grandson
Neah.

He early identified himself with the military af-
fairs of the town, holding the rank of Captain.

Dec. 24th, 1676, he received credit for services
in Wking Philip’s War.

Nozh Wiswall and others were chosen a-com-
mittee by the villuge to settle the dividing line be-
tween Cambridge und the village.  This award
was dated July 27th, 1677,

At the session of the General Court, commenc-
ing May &, 1678, a petition was presented, signed
by Capt. Noah Wiswall and others, asking for
a separate township from Cambridge.

At a town meeting held on the 30th of January
1631-2. it was voted that Sergeant John Ward
and Noah Wiswall should commence a new Rec-
ord Book and copy all that was of moment from
the old book. It is not known who filled the of-
fice of Town Clerk previous to 1694 but probably
it was Capt. Noah.

ITe was Sclectman in 1685, and Assessor in
1686.  In 10687, he and John Ward were joined
to the Sclectmen to treat with the Selectmen of
Cambridge. to lay out a highway {rom the Mect-
ing House, through the lands of the Cambridze
proprietors, to the Falls.



In 1688 he was chosen one of a committee by
the inhabitants to join the selectmen to make a
ate for the Minister.

The number of male scttlers in Newton found
upon the records to the year 1690—was 54, Of
these twelve had died, but many had le{t numer-
ous descendants who had made settlements in the
town, adding materiaily to the number of inhabi-
tants.

All those of militarv age were cnrolled in the
Coloatal Militia and served at various times in
the different Indian outbreaks.

In the command of the Military Company at
this time was Capt. Noah Wiswall.

In the only authentic account of the engage-
ment in which he lost his life, Niies Indian Wars,
published 1746, but a bare outline of the events
are given and much is left to the imagination;
lowever {rom contemporary records much of in-
terest can be deduced.

That hostilities were impending can be inferred
from the original order now on file to the Gun-
smith's of Chariestown dated Nov. 1688, for the
repaiv ol il arms for the use of men in his Ma-
gesties service under the command of Capt. Noah
Wiswall; and when the order finally came a year
and a kalf later, to take up arms agninst the
“rench and indians who were devastating ou:
fronticr setilements, thev were prepared to per-
form their duties.

The Company was composed, as far as we now
lnow, ol the voung men of Newton, though they
may have been drawn from the surrounding vil-
lages. A little light is shown cn their member-
ship from the petition of two of their numbers,

Jackson’s
History
Tage 11
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Thos. Hapgood of Marlboro, and Jokn Frentis
of Newton, who probably went as Fhysician, for
compensation for wounds received in the fight in
hich Capt. Wiswail was killed.

In retrospect, on that July morning, in response
tc the cail to arms we can see the Company as-
sembled ready for the march, armed with their
fiint lock muskets. As the last goodbyes are
said the line of march is taken and they set off on
their long and perilous journey into what was
then a wiiderness, against their cunning and sav-
age foes.  That they realized the seriousness of
their undertaking. many past experiences must
have warned them, and that the leave-taking were
filled with forebodings, later events do nct leave
in doubt.  All were leaving behind their {riends
and relatives. some wives and children.  Among
them was the commandcer of the expedition who
was accompanied by his son, John, who perished
with him in the subsequent encounter.

Leaving his farm of soms two hundred acres
to ihic guidance of his wife and children, two sons
and six daughters, most of them of tender age,
well may the parting have been a lingering one
beiore the last spoken word or farewell look.
When days aiterwards reports of the f{atal en-
counter came buack from the survivors, who, after
a fong and valiant contest against superior {orces
were obliged to retreat and lcave their fallen com-
rades in the ficld of battle, where they lay at the
morey of their savage loes, no record of their
eriel and sorrow is recorded in the annals of that
duav.

The early history of our country is filled with
events such as here portraved, that later genera-
tion might reap the benefits of the heroism and




sacrifice made by the pioneers of cur present civ-
ilization.  The sufferings and dangers undergone
by our forefathers may well prove to be an in-
spiration for succeeding generations to build an
enduring structure of law and liberty for all the
people of this land they so well served.

In 1689, the General Court appointed Capt.
Prentice and Capt. Noah Wiswall to gather up
the arms belonging to the Indians, at Natick,
which had been pawned to several persons.

In August, 1689, Capt. Wiswall and some In-
dian Auxiliaries were sent out under conduct of
Lieut. Flagg who went as far as Lake Winnipe-
scogee. They found the enemy and lodged with
them two nights, as they were afterwards told by
some captive Indians whom they had with them.

On July 4th, 1690. a court was called at Ports-
mouth, N. H., and it was agreed to send Capt.
Wiswall with a considerable scout to scour the
woods as far as Casco, and to send with him
one of the other Captains and four score stout
able men.  The lot feil on Capt. Flagg, and that
Lieut. Davis should take a detachment of twenty-
two men from Wells. They took their march
from Quochee into the woods.

July 6th Capt. Wiswall and Floyd sent their
scouts early in the morning to see whether they
could discover any traces of the enemy. They
vigorcusly pursued and over-took them at Wheel-
wright’s Pond and a bloody engagement followed.
Capt. Wiswall, Licut. lagg and Ensign Walker
and fifteen men were slain and others wounded.
Capt. Floyd continued the fight for several hours;
his tired and wounded men drew ofl and he soon
followed them.

Niles’ History of
Indian Wars
Yage 210
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Pace Sixieen

in the Spring of 1690, depredations were perpe-
trated by the French and Indians, in the eastern
vart of Massachusetts, Maine and New Hamp-
Ire.  in the beginning of May, absut five hun-
dred French: and indians were discovered around
Casco (Fortland). Casco was attacked, and
Maj. Davis carried captive to Canada.  Capt.
Neah Wiswall, Licut. Gersham Flagg and Ensign
Edward Walker, with 2 company of Infantry,
marched for the security of Casco. They ar-
rived at Portsmouth July 4, where a court was
called, and it was agreed to send Capt. Wiswall
to scour the woods as far as Casco, with cne other
Captain and four Sergeants.  Several Captains
desired to go with Capt. Wiswall, and they cast
lots to krow whe should go, and the lot feil to
Capt. Flovd: and Lieut. Davis, with twenty-two
men from Weils, joined them.  They took up
their marci from Cocheco, into the woods. - On
the 6th of July, Capt. Wiswall sent out his scouts
early in the morning, found the trail of the ene-
my, and cvertook them at Wheelwright's pond,
and a bloedy engagement followed.  Capt. Wis-
wall, Lieut. Flagg, and Serg't Walker, and fifteen
men, were siain, and oihers wounded.  Capt.
Floyd continued the fight for several hours; his
tired and wounded men drew off, and he soon {ol-
jowed them.  There is a tradition that Capt.
Noah had a son, John, who belonged to his
Company and f{eil with him in that actien.  His
extate was appraised by Capt. Thomas Prentice,
Jumes Trowbridge, and Ebenezer Wiswall,  In-
ventory, £437,7s. Wid, Theodosia m. Dea.
Samuel Newman, of Rehoboth, and d. Nev. 1723
vpwards of S0,




Part of his land was inherited by his son-in-
law, Joseph Cheney. In 1673 conveyed fifteen
acres to John Prentice.  The old homestead
hounded west on Centre Street, near the Pond was
afterward bought by Luther Paul. .

His widow had ninety acres and his son Thomas
ninety-five acres.  His son, Thomas, bought out
the other heirs and took the homestead in 1698
and purchased the widow’s thirds in 1703.

(8)
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Addendu

"I"<ks History of the U. S.—Fage 162”—says

n 1689 Louis X1V sent Count Frontenac to

be GO\. of Canada and with orders to conquer

New York.  Owing to trouble with the Indians

in Canada, however, his schemes dwindled into a
fro:m“" raid.

In February 1690 a small party of French and
Indians sent out by Frontenac surprised the vil-
lage of Schenectady and massacred sixty of the
inhabitants.

“About a month later another of his parties
laid waste the village of Salmon Falls, N. H., and
snortly alter Fort [\0} al standing in w hnt is now
a part of the City of Portland, Maine, met a sim-
ilar fate.”

It was no doubt one of these marauding parties
with whem Capt. Wiswall had his conflict.



HISTORICAL SKETCH OF CRYSTAL LAKE

Capt. Noah was a selectman in 1685, and an as-
cessor in 1686. In the spring of 1690 Indian
depredations became frequent in the vicinity of
Casco Bay. As captain of a company of in-
fantry, Noah was sent to the front.  He over-
took the enemy at a place called Wheclwright's
Pond. An engagement followed, in which Capt.
Wiswall, with seventeen of his troops, was killed.
His bravery reccived public recognition some
years afterwards, when the General Court granted
to his heirs several hundred acres of land at the
foot of Wachusett Mountain.

This record of service to the community was
repeated by the grandsons and the great grand-
sons. For cxample, the martial instinct was so
strong in Captain Noah Wiswall of the fourth
generation that he could not resist the battle-cry
even in extreme old age.  On the day of the bat-
tle of Lexington his eagerness to “see what the
boys were doing,” as he expressed it, led him so
near the firing-line that he received a serious
wound in the hand and returned home a hero,
carrying as proof of his valor the captured rifle
of his nearest enemy.  His age at the time of this
exploit was seventy-six.  This sturdy descendant
of the original Wiswall tore down the ancient
dwelling of his great grandfather in 1744 and re-
placed it with a more modern house, parts of
which remained intact until very recent times..

This brief sketch of the Wiswall family will
suflice to show that the first settler on Crystal
Lake was not only a man of parts himself, but
aiso the progenitor of many excellent people who
afterwards tifled the hills and valleys ol which
he was once almost the sole lord and master.

Crystal Lake
Page 17
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Addrnda
CAPT. NOAH WISWALL

“To the Gunsmiths of Charlestown—

Order for the repair of all arms for the use of
men in his Magestvs service under the command
of Capt. Nozh Wiswall.

Dated November, 1€88, Jos. Wade, Maj.

Original order on file—

Petition of Thos. Hapgood of
Marlboro to Gov. Dudley—

For compensation for wounds received in the
fight in which Capt. Noah Wiswail was killed.
Dated November 13, 1703-Nov. 17, 1703
5% awarded.

Criginal Petition on file—

Petition of John Prentice of
Newton—

For compensation fer wounds received in the
fight in which Capt. Noah Wiswall was killed.
Was “laid up for three years, probably disabled
for life and growing worse”, and with a family
to support.

Dated Newton July 19, 1710—
October 26, 1710--House of Rep.
Resolved

That the sum of 10€ be paid as full Conpen-
sation.

Criginal Petition on file—"



LIEUT. THOMAS WISWALL OF NEWTON

Lieut. Thomas Wiswall, grand son of Cider
Thomas Wiswall was born in Newton Feb. 28th,
1666: m. at Newbury, Hannan Cheney,
July, 1696, and took the homestead of his father.

Their family consisted of three boys and four
girls.  He was active in the military company
of his Town serving with the rank of Lieutenant.

He was Highway Surveyor in {694; Constable
in 1699: Selectman, in 1706 and 1707.

The Records of New Camb. 1696 states he was
paid 6/8 for killing a wolf.

May Sth, 1703 he joined in giving a right of
way, for divers consideration, and especially in
consideration, of a verbal agreement made by his
grandfather Elder Thomas, between the “Great
Meadows” and the Sherburne Road.

He sold 43 acres land in 1705 to Andrew Hall
for £22.

He bought of the other heirs the homestead of
his father, Capt. Noah in 1698 and purchased the
widow's thirds in 1703. This homestead was
probably the southerly part of the Elder Wiswall
tarm.  Fle sold to Samuel lyde three quarters
acre land on the northerly side of the great pond.
The wid. of Capt. Neah had ninety acres, and
son Themas, nincty-five acres.  In 1733, Nathan-
iel Parker, and the other heirs of Capt. Noah Wis-
wall, petitioned the General Court for a grant of
land, in consideration of the services of their
[ather in the Indian war.  The House of Repre-
seniatives voted that {ifteen hundred acres be ap-
propriated in Lunenburg and Rutland, cast of
Wachusett Hill, to be divided among the officers
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sad soldiers who were in the fight on Lamphrey
river, and to the representatives of Capt. Ncah
Wiswall.  Four hundred acres to Lieut. Gersham
lagg: three hundred acres to Ersign Edward
“Walier: und one hundred and fiftv zcres to each
of the soidiers.  The Councii voted to non-con-
cur with the doings of the House, but fnally re-
considered their voie, and concurred in Dec., 1733.
e died 1709, ae. 45, Wid. Hannzh married David
Newman of Rehoboth, june, 1719, Caleb Sted-
man, of Rov., was administrator of his Estate: In-
veniory, £072.  Ninety-five acres land divided
to wid. Hannah Newman, her thirds, and to
Thomas. Ichabod, Nozh, and Nathaniel Longley.
To oldest son Noah, the buildings and thirty-
seven and a quarter acres; toT homas and Ichabod
sixteen and a half acres, on the N. side partly by
the Great pond; Mrs. Hannah, eighty and a half
acves on’ the N. side of the road and house.
Nathaniel Parker bought out the heirs and wi-
dow’s thirds, and took part of the land of Capt.
Noah Wiswall.



CAFPT. NOAH WISWALL

Capt. Noah Wiswall, son of Lieut. Thomas Wis-
wall, was born in Newton September 7, 1699.

He married Thankful Fuller in 1720, who was
born on December 23, 1704 and died 1745. They
had six sons and eight daughters.

His sccond wife was Deliverence Kenrick, of
Brookline, to whom he was married in 1752.
There is no record of any children by this mar-
riage.  Probably the captain was satisfied with
the family he had by his first wife, sceing that it
consisted of fourteen stalwart sons and daughters.
- Following in the footsteps of his father and
grandfather, he tcok a prominent part in military
affairs attaining the rank of Captain and secing
service in the French and Indian Wars.

In 1744 he took down the ancient house built
by Elder Thomas and built the front of the house
as it now (188C) stands on the same spot chosen
by the Elder.

He gave the land on which was erected the first
Baptist Meceting House on the east side of the
Poad.

His certificate of baptism reads as follows:
“Newton, September 9, 1754—This may certify
to whom it may concern, that !, Thos. Grecn
baptized Noah Wiswall, Joiin Hammond, Thos.
Parker, all of said Town.

[ say, baptized by me.”

' Thos. Green.
In May, 1753, the year before this he, (Noah)
and others, addressed a memorial to the town
meeting, praying that they might be exempted
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crom paving a Ministerial tax for the support
e I vmen of the Town because they \ver(’
conscien o s Baptists and paid a tax elsewhere.

The town voted their petition e not granted.

At a Town Meeting held May 12, 1755, the
matter of building a new pound was taken up for
dehate, accepting for the purpose Mr. Wiswall's
o*~r>r of a piece of land.

September 29, 1768—Noah Wisw ali and cthers
were appointed a committee to make a draft of
such rules and orders for regulating the work
house as said committee shall think best, and lay
the same before the Town for their Acceptance at
the next public meeting of the Town.

Le 2lso served as Selectman of the Town three
ears from 1756.

At the Battle of Lexington, April {9, 1775, he
served as a volunteer on the Alarm List of the
East Newton Co., commanded by his son, Capt.
jererr'ah They marched twenty-eight miles

’

that day.  He was the oldest man from Newton
in the action that day, and was wounded in the
hand b, bux;et.

Two others of his sons, Ebenezer and John, and
some of his sons in law were in the same Co. Dr.
John King was one.

S. F. Smith’s Life of Rev. Mr. Grafton, (page
211) states that Capt. Noah was in the battle of

Lexington. Two of his sons, and some of his
sons-in-law were in the [ast Newton company,
commanded by his son, (Apl jucmmh “Af-

ter the company had marched lor Lexington, he
started on foot and aloae, to follow them, saving,
‘I wish 10 see what the boys are doing.”  Stand-
ing with some Americans not far {rom the field,



three British soldiers came in sight; he immedi-
ately pointed them out te his companions, saying,
‘If you aim at the middle one, you will hit one of
the threce.  They did so, and were successful;
the other two fled.  As he held out his hand,
pointing towards the Britons, a musket ball
passed through it.  He cooly bound up the hand
with his handkerchief, picked up the gun of the
fallen regular, and brought it home as a trophy.”
He was seventy-six years old. [t may seem
incredible that a man of his years could have
performed the march and endured the fatigues of
that day, but the roll of the East Newton com-
pany, in the battle of Lexington. now in the office
of the Secretary of State, of Massachusetts, and
sworn to by the captain of that company, before
Judge Fuller, shows that he was with the com-
pany, and not oniy he, but Ebenezer Parker, then
seventy-three yvears old, and Dea. Jonas Stone,
Dea. David Stone, Dea. William Bowles, and sev-
eral other aged men, were volunteers in the ranks
of the company on that day. Their sons were
there, and they could not stay at home. His sons,
Samuel, Ebenezer and John were in the army.
On Wednesday, July 5, 1780, the members met
at the house of Mr. Wiswall for the purpose of
being publicly recognized as a Church of Jesus
Christ and the First Baptist Church of Newton.

Here was the first home of the Baptist faith in
Newton; and in the Wiswall living-room the
church received its effective organization. Often-
times, of a summer’'s day, the adherents of this
belief assembled under the great trees before the
homestcad. and listened to the deep doctrinal
counscls of their clders, or the spiritual sermons of
visiting pastors.
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September 21, it was voted to give “Noah Wis-
wall” forty pounds, quarterly, {or the use of his
house where the church first held their meetings.

The first Meeting House was erected on land
given by him on the border of Wiswall’s Pond at
the casterly part fronting on the road.

The vote to build the house is dated Jan. 17,
1781.

e died in Newton June 13th, 1786.

Gieaning from such Historical records of the
times that have come down to us, he was a person
of prominence in the community.

Inheriting a part of the original grant of land
to his grandfather, he doubtless was engaged in
farming.  Active in Military affairs as com-
mander of the Militia Company in the French and
Indians Wars, serving the Town in public office,
donzting land for general use, and largely instru-

rental 1n establishing the first Baptist Church in

tie community, he was highly respected and hon-
ored tiroughout the many vears of his life in his
mative place.



Addenda

When Dr. John King, a veteran of the Revo-
lution, rode into Newton, to succeed to the prac-
tice of Dr. John Cotton, the peopie at Mitchell’s
Tavern recommended him to board at Captain
Noah Wiswall's.  But Miss Sarah Wiswall, the
captain’s daughter, took great displeasure thereat,
and exclaimed: “Everybedy is sent to our house.”
Perhaps it was to get sufficient opportunity to
punish the intruder that she married him, and
lived with him for thirty-seven years, until Death
came to call her away, leaving five stout bovs.
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CAPT. JEREMIAH WISWALL OF NEWTON

Capt. leremiah Wiswall, was born in Newtcn
October 27th, 1725.

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Lieut. Rob-
ert Murdock. Jr., December, 1750 and took the
homestead of Murdock, at Oak Hill.

Three toys and three girls were born to them.
His wife died August 19th, 1769.

With his large farm of somie 200 acres and his
numercus family of children, some of whom were
of tender age, he no doubt felt the pressing need
of another helpmate. e accordingly married
in Novemter, 1770 as his second wife, Hannakh,
davgiter of William Marean, and by her raised
an additional famiiy of three sons and two daugh-
ters.

At a toewn meeting held December 20, 1773,
he was appointed one of a committee of fifteen
to confer with the inhabitants of the town as to
the expediency of leaving off buying, selling or
using any of the [ndia teas.

January 2, 1775, he was one of a committee
chosen to enlist thirty-two men for AMinute Aen,
and to add as many more as they think necessary
for officers; and that they mecet once a week dur-
ing the Winter season for half a day, for exercise
and all that attend shall ke paid eight pence each.
A Province tax was voted and he was chosen col-
fecior.

On April 1901775 there were three companices
of Infantry in Newton, the East Company, West
Company ard a Company of Minute men.




The East Company was commanded by Capt.
Jeremiah Wiswall. = The roll of the company as
returned by him contained the names of seventy-
six men who were in the Battle that day and wio
marched twenty-eight miles. Among them were
the names of nis father, Capt. Nozh, and two
brothers, Ebenezer and John; also his son, Sam-

uel.

Cn the morning of that memorable day was
heard the signal guns which announced that the
British trcops were on the march towards Lex-
ington and Concoerd, where the Provincials had
stored a quantity of supplies and ammunition.
Soon after daybreak, warned by a messenger on a
speedy horse he issued orders for his Company to
meet upon the parade ground forthwith. This
command was promptly executed and before eight
o'clock they were on their march to join their
Regiment at Watertown Meeting House.  This
was Col. Thomas Gardner's Regiment of Militia.

Frocm thence they took their march for Lex-
ington and Concord. They encountered Lord
Percy’s reserves at Concord and continued to
hang upon the flank and rear of the British troups
till night.  During the conflict, his father, Capt.
Noah Wiswall, who was then seventy-six years of
age, and was serving as a volunteer in the Com-
pany, received a British musket ball through his
hand. as he was cheering on the boys.  But cool-
ly binding it up he continued to encourage them
throughout the day till the contest over they
{inally reached home, he bearing as a trophy, the
musket of a fallen enemy.

Truly a remarkable instance of endurance for
4 ol his years 1o cover inone day a distance
of twenty-eight miles on foot.
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On the 4th of March, 1776, at the request of
General Washington, he marched with the East
Co. fortv-seven men to take possessien of Dor-
chester Heights where they remained in camp tiil
Boston was evacuated by the British.

March 14, 1777, he was one of a committee to
hire soldiers for the war.

In june, 1777, he was appointed one of a com-
mittee to remove Tories from tha Town. '

March 2lst, 1777, he lent the Town Treasurer
to help pay the soldiers, £45.

He also served (at one time) as Selectman, sev-
en years from 1772,

A committee appointed in March, 1779, to
avdit the accounts of the military committee, re-
ported as fellows:

Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall has received of the
Treas. £33.

Col. Benj. Hammends' account of money re-
ceived in 1780 and 1782 for the purchase of beef
for the army says: '

Received of Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall (collector)

1y 1kl i34 1y £2717_7$.
ER 4 EA 1 124 £600
a ! v £207 -Gs.

May 31, 1782 granted an order to Capt. Wis-
wall Jor £9407-Is-4d for money advanced to pur-
citase beel for the army.

Dec 1784 voted Jeremiah Wiswall and others
be o commiitlee to audit the accounts of the com-
missioned ¢tiicers and the committee for hiring
soldiers. N



He was one of the original twenty-nine pro-
prietors of the South Burial Grourd, laid out in
1802. His name appears in the 135 of lot owners,
also his son, Jeremiakh, Jr.

His name is among the list of free holders in
1798, one-half house $285.00, 16 acres $587.00.

He died January 26, 1809, aged eighty-four
years.

His widow died November 1811, aged sixty-six
years,
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The Qai-Hill country is a region beloved of
the sunshi "c amid whose perfumed quictude
isiv thz feathery b‘coms o‘ the gelden-rod,
CO“..elIuJO ns of white and purple asters, and all

the glorious company of New England’s Floral
rcg..l a.

Fere on the quiet Bald-Pate Meadows, where
his f{ather-in-law, Edward Jackson, had be-
gueathed him a hundred acres of land, Thomas
Preatice made his home, back in the seventcenth
century, and brought up a family of sturdy and
valiant sons.  Another of the pioncers was Cap-
tain Jeremizh Wiswall, son of the {famous Noah
‘\"”<\“ail, who settled here in 1750, and had
reat {amily.  This valiant yecoman was a cap-

jos )

res
Tain of mintte-men at Lexington and Dorchester
Heignts, ‘c-lt escaped the angry bullets of our
British brethiren, waiting on earth until the year
1809, when he passed away, at the venerable age
of eightv-four.

Acquiring by marriage. to the daughter of
! Licut, Rol ert Murdock. a large estate which he
diifgentiy cultivated, he also found time to de-
vote to public afairs.  Joining the Military
forces of his naiive Town at an early age, as
so manyv of his forbears had done, at the out-
break of the Revolution, he was in command cf
one of these companies. While beyond the age of
areat activity at tais pxnod he at'once respoided
to the call to arms and lead his Company to the
conflict at Lexington. Relinquishing the more ar-
uucus duties of tae field to younger men, he ap-

plied himeelf to the public and financial matters

!




inseparable from the struggie in which the coio-
nists were engaged.

That he was a man of means is evidenced Dby
his contributions to the Town Treasury and the
positions he held on various committees. Through-
cut the continuance of the war he was engaged in
furthering the interests of the Patriotic cause by
procuring enlistments in the army, and raising
funds to carry on the contest.  He afterwards as-
sisted in auditing and settling the military ac-
counts of the town which occupied much time for
some years after peace was declared.

Serving for a quarter of a century after hos-
tilities had ceased, he saw the government estab-
lished on a firm and enduring foundation to which
his many years of public service had assisted.

Ir his declining years surrounded by his numer-
ous family and refliecting on the events of the
stirring past, it must have been a source of grati-
fication to realize the part. however humble, he
had taken to create the new republic which had
arisen on this Western continent.
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Record of Capt. Jeremizh Wiswall.

Taken from Mass. Archives, State House.

“A list of Officers commissioned for the Ist
Reg. June 1771.

A list dated Newton Sept. 17, 1771 recom-
mended for a comm. as Licut., Capt. Benj. Hom-
mond’s 2nd Newton Co.

Rank. Lieut. Capt. Hammond’s, Col. Wm.
Brattle’s Reg.”

Aprnil 1S, 1775—In command of East-Co. of
Newton at Lexington and Concord.

March 4, 1776—2Marched with his Co. to Dor-
chester Heights.
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THOMAS WISWALL OF NEWTON

Thomas Wiswall, son of Capt. Jeremiah, was
born on the old homestead of his {ather at Oak
Hill, Newton, January 3tn, 1775,

In early manhood he captured the heart of
Sarah, daughter of the somewhat lordly and pa-
trician Trowbridges whose line extended back to
the wealthy English merchant, and who long were
prominent in Colonial government.  Their mar-
riage occurred in 1803.  Her striking figure and
pleasing features with her gracious manners and
kindly spirit endeared her to all her family and
friends. The family consisted of five sons and
two daughters who reached maturity.

In early life he learned the trade of carpenter
and as such worked on the construction of St
Mary’s Church at the Lower Falls. He after-
wards removed to Falmouth, Maine, where his
daughter, Hannah, was born, Dec. 28, 1800. At
a subsequent date he went to Exeter, N. H.

The first paper mill on the Exeter River, next
above King’s Falls, some two miles from Exeter,
was built in 1777.  This property was conveyed
in 1813 to Col. Enoch Wiswall of Watertown,
Massachusetts, who transferred it, in 1815, to his
brother Thomas. He operated it successfully in
conjunction with Isaac Flagg, manufacturing
book and news paper until his death.  He owned
two-thirds of the stock and Flagg owned one-
third.  His residence was near the mill and con-
sisted of a large, white painted frame house, and
here several of his children were bora, among
them his son, Augustus.  In February, 1833, the
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miil was burned but was rebuilt the same season
with improved equipment.

Or. Sunday, June 11, 1911, the writer, while on
a visit to the cld mill site and homestead at Ex-
eter, Mr. Jeremiah Dudley then in his 92nd year,
who was an old resident and lived near, gave the
following account of my grandfather, whom he
remenmbered well:

He said he was not a “large man”, being of
medium height and somewhat spare build with
light hair and bluc eves. He also said he was
shightiv lame.  That he was the practical man
in the mill, looking after the making of the pa-
per while Flagg delivered the manufactured prod-
uct with teams to the newspaper offices in the sur-
rounding towns, going as far as Lowell and Ports-
rmouth and even he thought as far as Boston.

Flagg claimed one-half interest, which was al-
lowed. though there was some question as to how
le obtained so large a portion.

After Thos. Wiswall’s death, which occurred
April 27, 1836, his son Otis assumed his place in
the business for some time, but finally Flagg
gnined the entire possession of the property, as
was supposed by the poor business judgment of
Otis, and very much to the financial disadvantage
of the hetrs.

The aforementioned Jeremiah Dudley also gave
the following description of my grand mother,
Sarah Wiswall:

“She was of more than medium height, of a
full figure with a very fair complexion and hand-
some featares. blue eves and light hair.  She was
of u very amiuble disposition and much loved in
the community.”



She died at the home of her son, Thomas, in
Dover, August 3rd, 1848, and was buried the fol-
lowing Saturday by the side oi her husbard in
Exeter. She was brought on the cars from Co-
ver. Many of the townspeople were at the depot
on arrival and formed a procession to the church
yard.
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AUGUSTUS CURTIS WISWALL

Augustus Curtis Wiswall, was born at Exeter,
N. H., June 24th, 1823, After stiending the dis-
trict school, he entered Phillips Exeter Academy.

At the age of 17 years he had completed his
schocl course at the Academy.

Filled with a love of adventure natural to boys
of that age and with a desire to see some-thing
of the world, his mind turned towards a sea-faring
iife.

lis father having died a few vears before, his
mother was left with a family of five sons and
two daughters of whom he was the youngest.
With 2 mother’s natural affection, especially for
her voutnful and orphan son. we can well imagine
her feelings of apprehension at this expressed de-
sire.  But after careful consideration rather than
thwart his ambition, she gave a reluctant consent.

Leaving home, he journeyed to Boston and put
up at the Sailors Home kept by Mr. Buffum,
where he stayed several days.

Residing in Newburyport at this time, was an
old family {riend, Capt. Coffin, with whom he ex-
pected to sail.  However, he not being ready to
start, after visiting him several days, he again re-
turned to Boston. Noticing at the whart a fine
new ship of 300 tens burden named the “Repub-
lic” which had just completed loading a cargo of
ice, and ready to sail for Caleutta, he was accepted
By the captain and signed up for the voyage, his
consuiar certificate duly secured.

The following Sunday morning, Sept, 5, 1810,
in command of Capt. Cotting, they accordingly



set sail from the Port of Boston on their long
voyage. -

This was the era of the famous clipper ships,
manned by American-born seamen, and whose
sails whitened the seven seas. '

“The anchor heaves. The ship swings free:
The sails draw full—To Sea, To Sea.”

“Old Song.”

This vovage out and back lasting nearly a
year, was the first of a series replete with hard-
ship and adventure, little anticipated, at its be-
ginning, and which was to last for the ensuing
three years.

After a short stay at home the ship was again
loaded with a cargo of salt and soon set sail.

Reaching the Isie of Mauritius, while at anchor
in the lower harbor, the cargo took fire and the
ship was totally consumed with its contents. The
burning ship illuminated the whole harbor for a
great distance, a spectacle of awe, as the flames
spread to the sails and the tall masts.

Having lost all their personal effects they were
sent home by the American Consul, where they
eventually arrived some months later.  His spir-
it of adventure still unsatisfied he made several
other voyages.

The one which proved to be his last as a sailor
was in a vessel with a general cargo for South
America.  Having set sail, they in due course ar-
rived off the coast of Brazil, when some of the
lawless members of the crew getting beyond the
control of their oflicers, rose in open mutiny,
Rushing forward with drawn knives they attacked
and murdered the captain and {irst mate and
seized possession of the ship. He, remaining
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. was badly wounded by 2 inife stzb in the

t his life was spared on condition that he
vigare the ship’s boat to land. being the only
e left caym lc of doing so. To this he agreed
ad the mutinous crew then destroyed the sh.
They acc oﬁﬁhshcd this by scuitling the ship,
boring holes nromh the bottom by which it soon
sank beneath the waves, thus removing the evi-
dences of their crimes.  Previous to this the long
koot had been launched, the survivors asserabled
and at a sale distance saw their ship siowly sub-
merged in the depth of the ocean.

Left alone in their smail boat at the mercy of
the waves as they rose and fell on the restless wa-
ters, with naught in sight but sea and sky; their
plight was a desperate one.  Though sufier-
ing severely from his wound, he took the
tiller and with the others at the nars they set
iheir course for the nearest land.  Experiencing
great distress frem the fierce rays of the tropi

sun by day and the chill air of night they s'ow]y

“ur<ued their toilsome way towards the unknown
shore, and while exposed to great hardship and
danger the pangs of hunger and thirst increased
their suffering.

Days elapsed ere they firally descried in the
distance LIxQ long reach “of Ulbtm ng sands com-
prising this mnosmt'\blc coast.

Finally the shore was gained and beaching
their boat, the emaciated and exhausted sury vors
of this ili-starred ship, hope and courage reviving,
sought relief.

Soun tiey spied some native huts in the dis-
tance, whaose inhabitants fled. at their approach
supposing from their strange and unkept appear-
ances they were spectres,



Noticing a kettle containing some variety of
{ood cooking over an open fire, they immediately
seized it and after partaking of its contents, were
somewhat revived.  After resting for a day or
more the party separated and he with one other
made their way by iand to Rio Janeiro after days
of wandering and privation.  Applying to the
American consul for relief as shipwrecked sailors
they were given transportation home by a return-
ing sailing vessel.  He thus finally arrived in
Boston in a destitute condition without money or
suitable clothing.  Sending word of his distress
10 his brother, Thomas, at Exeter, the latter went
to his relief at the Sailors Home where he was
stopping.  Providing him with a proper cutfit
they returned home to Exeter where his mother
and the family greeted him as one lost to them for
ull time.

This harrowing experience so affected him and
left such a deep impression on his mind he decided
to definitely abandon the sea as a means of a
livelihcod.  He never spoke of it in after life
and only after his death did his wife reveal this
tragic occurrence. To his brother Thomas, on
his reaching Boston, where he found him at the
sailors’ home penniless and who assisted him to
reach home, did he relate these events. As the
guilty sailors had long since scattered to unknown
parts, it was useless to institute any further in-
vestigation and he thought best to let the matter
rest in forgetfuiness.

In 1840, he went 1o St. Louis, Mo., and cerked
in astore returning in November to Pover, NL 11,
and worked in the paper mill of his uncle, C P
Moses,

He afterwards went to Newton Lower Falls and
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was empleyed in the Paper Mill of Rice & Gar-
field. In 1852, he went to Buffaio Paper Miils,

N. C., and tcok charge of a mill as superinten-

dent, remaining about a year. Resigning his po-
sition he returned home, to which no doubt the
chief attraction was the charming Cilen Frances
Hill, then in her eighteenth year; they were soon
married, October 17, 1853.  Her oval face and
fair complexion with large expressive hazel eyes
might weil prove an irresistable magnet to his re-
sponsive nature.  Her placid disposition and
even temper were never rufiled and in 2all their fu-
ture years of married life no harsh word was ever
spoken or ncte of discord marred the current of
their lives.  To him she was always the “Nellie”
that he had wooed and won in all the bloom of
early life.

Shortly after their marriage they went out to
Columbus. Chio, to go into business with his
brother George, in a store.  This not proving to
his liking, he returned to Newton Lower Falls the
next summer and again went to work in the mill
of Rice & Garfield in the manufacture of paper.

In Aay, 1855 removed with family to Law-
rence, Mass., and was employed in the Russell
Mill, operating the paper machine.

Seeing but little chance for advancements in
this positicn and with a growing family to pro-
vide for, and being thoroughly versed in the man-
ufacture of paper he decided to seek another
fieid.

Again being offered 2 position as Superinten-
dent of the mill at Sulfalo Paper Mills, N. C., he
secepted. and in the Spring of 1856 toek charge.

He shortly built a dwelling house and the fol-



Jowing vear brought out his family from Newton
Lower Falls, Massachusetts.

His family at this time consisted of his wife
and two smalil children under four years of age.
Arriving at Charlotte at this time the terminus
of the railroad, it was necessary to proceed the
remainder of the distance by stage coach; this
was as far as Shelby, which was their destination,
a distance of 50 miles. This was over rough
corduroy roads laid over a red clay soil in which
the coach often sank hub deep. Much of the way
was through dense forests, fording the creeks,
and with a few sparce settlements at intervals to
break the monotony of the trip. Truly a toil-
some experience for a young woman in her early
twenties with two babies to provide for.

After a few days’ rest, they removed to Buffalo
Paper Mills, a small scttlement on Buffalo Creek
three miles from town where they occupied the
small but comfortable house he had newly con-
structed for their residence.  This they occupied
for several vears.

In 1860 moved to Lincolnton and bought one-
fourth part of the paper mill on the South Fork
of the Catawba River from A. R. Homesley.
Operated the mill under name of Oats, Wiswall
& Co., till 1862.  Then formed partnership with
A. R. Homesley & P. Z. Baxter under style of A.
C. Wiswall & Co., under which name the business
was conducted till 1866. ‘

e then bought out Homesley & Baxter and
sold one-half interest to Mr. Wm. Tiddy and
continued the business under firm name of Wis-
wall & Tiddy.

During the four years of the Rebellion he op-
erated his mill continuously making to a large

Page Forty-three



Paze Forix-iour

extent writing paper and envelopes for the Con-
f2derate Government as he had virtuall 1
maiil 'r. the South capable of doing the work suc-
gssiy \
Being a Northern man by birth and training
fe was zaturally not in <ymoamv wiih the prin-
ciples of Sedition. but by a strict attenion to his
own business and avoidance of all political dis-
cussion he was not interfered with, more particu-
larly as his product was essential to the govern-
ment.

Diskelieving in slaverv he owned no negroes,
hiring these he needed from their masters; neither
did he invest money in Confederate Bonds as so
many did.

He bought land largely, owning at the close of
the war nearly one thousand acres besides the mil
property and a substantial residence in town

While acting in a very cautious and prudent
manner it was well known among certain of the
negroes and one or two loyal men That his sympa-
thies were with the North.  On one occasion he
was informed by them that two Union oflicers
were concealed in a hut in the cane brakes on the
river. having escaped from their rebel captors at
Charletie. e, in conjunction with a loyal Eng-
lishmar, a friend of his living near, named \hrsh
arranged for their safety. Thcv supphLd them
with two mules with proper outfit and by travel-
ling nights, lying in hiding by day, they eventual-
lv_made thelr way over ‘the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, and tirough Tennessee into the Union lines.
Had this 1 been }\nuwn serious consequences would
have resulted. A letter s stll exant written by
one ol these oflicery alter the war, giving a de-
tatled account of their adventures.



in the Spring of 18G5, just before Lec’s sur-

render his wife and three small children set out to
reach the North, having been away from friends
and relatives nearly ten years.

Reaching Black River in Virginia after a long
and tedicus trip by rail, owing to its worn out
condition, the women and chxld‘cn were ferried
across from the Cenfederate lines to the Union
side, no men being allowed to leave the South at
that time.

Procuring a guide with a horse and open wagon
they finally made their way into Poritsmouth.
There the Provost Marshal took charge of them
as refugees and promptly landed them in jail.
But on making known the fact they were weli
supplied with money in gold coin, were shortly
afterwards released and after severai days delay
eventually arrived home in Massachusetts.

The following year the family again returned
to thcir home in North Carolina.

In 1867 and 1863 he was a member of the
Legislature, as a representative from l.incolnton.

In 1869 he sold his interest to Mr. Tiddy and
returned with his family to Newton Lower Falls.

bie then bought the water power and build-
ings known as the “Foster Mill” on Washington
Street on the lower dam, from Thomas Rice, Jr,,
for $10,000.00 and continued the business of man-
ufacturing paper till his death in 1830.

Januvary Ist, 1875, he admirted as a partner
his son, Clarence A., and changed the firm name
to "A. Co Wiswall & Son’™.

In 1873 in connection with Gea, Trost and Wm,
Paee he built a mill for the manufacturing of
book puper at Puacher’s Falls, Newmarkel, New
Hampshire, at a cost of §73,000.00.
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This enterprise did not prove successful and
at the expiration of two years ne retired, ineeting
with a very serious financial less.

The loss and worry attending this undertaking
no doubt had much to do with the breaking down
of his heaith, and from which he never afterwards
fully recovered.

He was naturally a man of fine physique, 5 ft.
8 inches in heighth and weighing 165 lbs. He
was of a very fair complexion with blue cyes and
light hair inclined to be curly round the edges.

He was a very genial, companionable man, a
good singer and an entertaining taiker, having
been 2 great reader and seen considerable of the
world. especially in his younger days when he was
a sailor.

He was a member of St. Mary's Church and
for some time a vestrvman.  His death occurred
on June 25, 1880, leaving a wife and five children
to mourn his loss.

He was of an even temper not easily rufiled, an
affectionate husband and a kind and indulgent
father, and when he died he left no known enemy
but a wide circle of loving friends, the universal
opinion of whom was, “he was a good man”.

“Higher praise than this hath no man”.



Addenda

ELLEN FRANCES HILL
Feb. 20, 1835-Aug. 12, 1924.

For nearly 90 years was granted her the span
of life.

Serene and tranquil she glided down the stream
of time.

No unkind word was ever spoken nor was wish
of ill for any one.

For more than half a century she lived in her
home beside the River Charles.

Interested in her children by whom she was
surrounded, grand-children and even great-grand-
children, as well as friends and relatives, her
mind was always keenly alert to passing events.

A great reader, she kept fully abreast of the
times, always enjoying her home, and with her
garden ever in scason filled with many blossoms.

To the end, having no scrious bodily ailments.
she retained all her {aculties except her hearing.

Pursuing her daily course until four days of her
passing away, no lingering sickness was her por-
tion.

Caim and placid in life she seemed at last like
one who slept in peaceful quietude.

Beautiful in life, beautiful in her repose, a
source of love and inspiration to all who knew
her.

Accompanicd by her family and [riends, em-
bowered wiih fragrant Qowers, on an August al-
ternoon of radiant sunshine she was placed at

gt
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CLARENCE AUGUSTUS WISWALL

Born in Newton, Mass., Oct. 30th, 1854,

he family removed to North Corolina when
he was an infant and where his early years were
passed. At the age of fifteen years they again
returned 1o Newton Lower Falls where his father
had purchasad a mill for the manufacture of pa-
per.
After artending the Grammar and High Schools
of Newton, at the age of 18 entered the mﬂl of his
father to learn the process of making paper.

At the death of his father in 1880 he assumed
control of the business which was conducted till
1802 when he sold the miil.

March Ist, 1881, married Harriet M. Boit of
Newton. Dan\-cyud and vivacious, a graduate
of the Newton High School and Boston Normal
School. and a teacher in the public scheols in Bos-
ton, and whose eldest sister afterwards attained
fame and wealth as the originator and developer
of one of the Jargest knit goods mills in the coun-
try. she proved a worthy helpmate.

Two sons, Thomas A. and- Augustus C., and
two daughters, Clare E. and Marion E., were
born and all grew to maturity.

In {894 bought the paper mill property in
Bradiord. V1., which was conducted for some
vears urtil afterwards sold.

in 180! moved to Reading. Mass., and in 1908
in conjunction with his sen, /\ug stus, established
in \‘\’.(\L. eid a plast for the manuiacture of pa-
mer x.C\CS.



Addenda

Clare E. Wiswall, born January 8, 1882. Grad-
uated from Wellesley High School in 1900. Mar-
ried Clinten W, Crafts October 9, 1907. Two
daughters were born to them, Eleanor B., June 23,
1910, and Jeanette W., June 24, 1915,

Thomas A. Wiswall, born in Wellesley Hills,
Mass., July 28, 1883. Graduated from Welles-
ley High School in June, 1900, and entered Dart-
mouth in the Fall, and was graduated in the
Class of 1904. Taking up the profession of med-
icine he secured his degree of M. D. and estab-
lished himsclf in Falmouth, Mass., as a physician
in the highest repute and with a large and grow-
ing practice.  April 17, 1912, married Elizabeth
Claire Cable, and two children were born to
them: Elizabeth B., July 5, 1913, and Harriet M.,
August 14, 1914,

Marion E. Wiswall, born November 9, 1886
and married Lawrence W. Crafts September 15,
1905. A daughter, Dorothy Wiswall, was born
July 13, 1906.

/’/1.’"!' /'//7//-'/.’/"'
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AUGUSTUS CURTIS WISWALL

Born in Wellesley, Mass., Jan. 8th, 18853.

Graduated from the Wellesley Grammar School
and the Reading High School.

Entered Dartmouth College and was a student
for two years. .

Commenced business as a manufacturer of pa-
per boxes in [908 at Wakefield, Mass.

Sept. 8. 1913, married Alice Frances Griffiths, .
who was of sturdy English lineage, and thus asg
the centuries roiled by the Anglo-Saxon strain |
again mingles in the line of ancestry here set!
forth.  May the links of the chain be strength-
ered and increased in the years to come, by

James Boit Wiswall
son of Augustus C. Wiswall,
Born July 8, 1916

The tenth generation in direct line of descent
from the Puritan Elder Thomas Wiswail



AXdenda

Dorchester Town Records relating to Thos, Wis-
wall, Fourth report, Record Comm. City of Bos-
ton, 1830:

Jan. 2nd, 1637—Thomas Wiswall

To have 2 “akers towards fox poynt”.

March 18th
The porportion of “necke” (land) which each man
is to have according to the rule agreed on for de-
ciding the same— (5 acres 6 rods)

The proportion which each man is to have of
the “Lower Pasture” and other land according
to the same rule of decision for “every” on the
side the River—(5 acres 6 rods)

March 18th. ,

Thos. Wiswall—To view the field next where
he dwells.

Feb. 13th, 1638

[s appointed to mark all the cattle according
to a former order to that purpose.

1 of 1 Mo. 1641

It 1s ordered that all the fences about the home
lots shall be put in good order before the 20th of
this inst month under penalty of 2 s for cach
neglect

Thos. Wiswall to view them.

-The 24th of the 7th month 1644—

At a Town Meeting the 7 men underwritien
were chosen to order the affairs of the Town till
the Ist of the 9th month in the year 1645 and to
have full powers to make orders to bind the Town
as former 7 men have had, cxcept in giving and

38
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disposing of land, till other instructions be given
them by the Town—

Thos. Wiswali—(and 6 others)—Also elected
Seleciman tnis year.

17 Dav oi the first month 1645—

Thos. Clark of Boston seld unto Thos. Wiswall
of Dorchester 334 acres of land, be it more or less,

with_ one harn and other things mentioned in a
deed bearing date with these records

Appointed on Committee for building Mceting
House
[+th [Ist mo. 1645.
It is ordered that a rate of 250 si shall be made
for the building of a new meeting house and that
the Raters chosen are—
Thos. Wiswall—et. al.

AMd that the 20th day of the 8 mo in the year
1646 Richard Williams of Taunton in N. E. sold
unto Thos Wiswall of Dorchester in N. E. all his
Lott and Accommodations in Dorchester afore-
said, as they are expressed in an-indenture bear-
ing date with this record. '

Witnessed
Bv John Wiswall being
Moderator of 7 men

Whereas, Thos. Wiswall et. al. were appointed
by the seicctmen of Dorchester to lay out a town
way towards the fresh Marsh—this way was iaid
out the 9th of the 10th month 1630:

Thos Wiswall et al.

S—12 M. 55

[t is agreed by and between the Selectmen of



Dor. in behalf of the Town and Thos Wiswall
and his son Ichabod as follows:

First that Ichabod with the consent of his father
shall frem the 7th of March next ensuing unto
the end of 3 full years shall instruct and teach in
a free school in Dor. all such children as shall be
committed to his care, in English, Latin and
Greek as shall be capable. Also to instruct in
writing such as shail be able. It is understood
that all sych children as are entered shall know
their letters and be able to spell some. Also
that the school house shall be kept in good order
and comfortable both in summer and winter.

2nd  That the Selectmen cf Dor. Shall pay or
cause to be paid unto Ichabod or his Father by
his assignment the full sum of 23% yearly, two
hirds in wheat pease or bariey, merchantable,
and one third in [ndian (corn), at or before the
Ist of Mch. each year, at price currant.

2nd of 12 Mzh 1646.

For the final determination and ending of all
matters in controversy concerning the fence about
the great lots, the captain neck, the ¢ acre lots
and other proportions it is agreced to leave the
same to the arbitration of Mr. Isach Heath, John
Johnson, Wm. Parks, and to abide by their de-
cision, signed

Thos Wiswall, et. al.

A true acct. of the fence of the great lots and
the manner of laying. it.

John & Thos Wiswall 5-Rods 9-{t-14
Year 1052 --Tiected one of the Selectmen-—
The 9th of the last menth 6.

age 75
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The names of such as are appointed to view
the fences in the Common fields for this year 37:

The lo* behind Thos Wiswall, John Wiswall,
Wm Clarke

At a2 town Meeting the first of Dec. 1656:

Thos Wiswzi] desired 14 bushels of Indian corn
in part of ray for his son’s teaching school, which
Mr. Jones ordered him to take at Dedham.

Thos Wiswall was here desired in behalf of the
school that a floor be laid over head in the school
heuse and a study be made in it for the use of the
scheolmaster provided 5s towards it, and timber
in his lot for Joice.

At the meeting of the Selectmen the 14: (10)
1660 Thes Wiswal!l had a bill given him to receive
of the Constable eighteen shillings and six_pence
in satisfaction for loss of the price of Indian comn
which he received for that which was due to the
Schoolmaster. .

Whereas the Inhabitants of Dorchester have
formeriy orcered consented and agreed that a rate
of 20% per annum shall issue and be paid by the
said inhabitants and their heirs frem and out of
a certain portion of land in Dor. called Thomsons
Hand for and towards the maintenance of a school
in Dor. aforesaid.

And that vpon experience it is found to be a
matter of great labor and difficulty to collect the
rent from so many persons who ought to pay the
same, who hold title to land in said lland, being
no less than six score or thereabouts, and inas-
much as the said rent of Twenty pounds when |
it is duly collected and paid is not of itsell suffi-
cient for a schoel without some addition thereto.



For the augmenting therefor of the said rent
and to the intent that the same may be more
readily coilected and paid—It is hereby ordered
and all the present innabitants of Dor. aforesaid
whosc names are hereunto subscribed do for them-
selves and their heirs Covenant consent and agree
that from henceforth the said lland and all the
benefits and profits thereof and all their rights and
interest in the same shall be wholly and forever
bequeathed and given away from themselves and
their heirs into the Town of Dor. towards the
maintenance of a free School in Dor. aforesaid
for the teaching of children and youth in good
literature and learning.

And to the intent that a better maintenance of
a free school may arise from and out of the said
Iland, it is therefore the mind of the present
donors that the said Iland shall from time to time
be let assigned and set over by the inhabitants of
Dor. for such yearly rent as shall in common: es-
timation amount to tne full valuation of said
[land. S~

And to the intent that the good m*entxon of the
present donors be not penatrated—

It is hereby ordered that the said II‘md “shall
be let assigned and set over only to such Tenants
as shall by land or otherwise sufliciently secure
tite pavment of the rent thereof and for avoid-
ing the trouble that might arise from collecting
the rent from too great a number of Tenants, it
is hereby ordered that the said Iland shall never
be let out to so many Tenants as shall number
above ten at one time.

In witness whercof the present inhabitants have

hereunto subscribed their names the Seventh day

of the Twelfth month in the year 164I—
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Memorandum—That before subscribing to
these presents the donors aferesaid did further
agree and ceclare that it was their mind and true
intention that if at any time there shall happen
to be a vacaney and want of a School Master by
meairs oo death or otherwise, vet the rents and
profits arising from said [land shall be appiied
oniy for the use and maintenance of the schocl
and for no other purposc.

Thos Wiswall et. al.

At a toewn meeting the 19: 3: 1651

Thos Wiswall requested that he might have lib-
ertv of passage to his own lot through his own
fence cn the side next the highway between the
round and nicc; it was granted him a rod breadth.

An account of the Rates gathered in the year
1651 for the usc of the Town of Dor.—Disbursed
as {ollows:

t. to Thos Wiswall 2i § d
0+-05-10
1ie.29 day of the 9 Mo:52

At 2 meeting for the choice of Town Officers
7ot e vear ensuing there is chosen for surveyors
for the highways.

Thos Wiswall et. al.



Addenda

John Wiswall.  Brother to Elder Thomas.

In the Old Granary Burying ground next the
Park Street Church, Boston, is the following in-
scription on a head stone:

Here lies buried

The body of John Wiswall,
servant of Jesus Christ.
Elder of the first
Church in Boston.
Aged 86 years.

Departed this Life
The 17 day of August
Anno Dom. 1687.
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MILITARY SERVICES IN COLONIAL WARS
WISWALL FAMILY

Capt. Nozh Wiswall—Born 1638.
Dec. 24, 1676—Credit for Military services in
King Philips War.

July 6, 1690—XKilled in battle with French and

Indians at Wheelwrights Pond, Lee, N. H.
Lieut. Thomas Wiswall—Bora 1606.

Lieut. in Newton Military Co.

Capt. Noah Wiswall—Born Sept. 7, 1699.
July 29, 1740—Appears on a list of men sworn to
Boston in expedition against the Spanish West
Indies under Capt. Stephen Richards,

Feb 1, 1/-77—Appea"s on Muster Roll- sworn
to Boston in a Co. of His Magestys service.

Wounded in hand by musket ball at battle of'
Lexingten, April 19, 1775—

Capt. Jeremiah Wiswall—Born Oct. 27, 1725,
June [771—A list of officers commissioned for the
Ist Middlesax County Reg. of Militia.  Sept. 17,
17 /‘——(J“nm. as Lieut. in Capt. Benj. Ham
mend’s 2nd Newton Co. Col. Wm. Brattles Reg.

April 19, 1775—In command of East-Co. of!
Newton at the battle of Lexington and Concord.

March 4, 1776—Marched with his Co. to Dorches-
ter Heights.

Licut, Jeremiah Fuller—Born TFFeb. 4, 16358,
Dec. 24, 1676—Credit for military services.



Licut. James Trowbridge—Born 1636—Roster
of Middlesex Reg. 1676—

Capt. Daniel Gookin.
Lieut. James Trowbridge.
Also Rerresentative to the General Court.
Lieut. Griflin Craft—Born 1600.  Sept. 10,
1653—Confirmed as Lieut. of Military Company,
Roxbury. Feb. 21, 1675—Resigned his Comm.

Lieut. Samuel Craft—Born Dec. 12, 1637.
Lieut. in Military Company—Roxbury.
Lieut. Moses Craft—Born Sept. 29, 1703. In

Capt. Wm. William’s Co.—Col. Choate’s Reg.
Served at siege and capture of Louisburg 1746.

Dec. 29, 1763—Comm. as Lieut. for the first
Reg. Militia in the Co. of Middlesex—Capt.
Joshua Fuller’s Co. Col. Wm. Brattle’s Reg.

Capt. Samuel Hill—Born Feb. 18, 1671—Died
Aug. 4, 1755, See “Bodge’s Indian Wars”. List
of Capt. Penhallow’s Company, April 3, 1723—

Original list in writing.

Solomon Hill—Born Aug. 4, 1754—Dicd Nov.
13, 1803. Served in militia in War of Revolu-
tion.
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