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THE WINTHROP MANOR OF
I ISHERS ISLAND

To attempt a fresh narration of the history of Fishers Island
would be a supertluous undertaking, the work having heei
wlready done by other hantls most ably and fullv.r The present
wecount is to dwell rathde more on that which is of special
intérest to the members of this Order; namely, the Island as a
Manor, with somewhat fullep accounts of thase members of* the
Winthrop-Tamily who held it: hut let it be freely acknowledged
that the works referred toare the basis of this paper.

Fishers Island, Iving about four miles off ‘the Connecticut
coast near New l.nu«ﬁm. is about nine miles long, with a width
varving from hall a mile to a mile and a quarter, and contains
about three thousand acres of land.2 Tt was a greal Iishing-
ground for the neighboring Pequot Indians, and is s.u«l in their
time, to have beenswell wooded, and the woods to have heen
full of deer and other wild animals.  The Indian name Tor the
Islund was Munnatawket, signifving an outlook,

This Island, one of the Manors of the Provinee of New Y’ mL.
wits 10 the possession of the Winthrop family, descending from
Father to son through seven generations, and Tora period of more
than two hundred vears,

To give with any fulness an account of the hirst three genera-
tions ol the W, mllnup Family in lhl\(()lll\ll\ would be, in large
measure, to recount the early history of Massachusetts and

“Fishers and Tis Thistory and Iu\(lupnu nt™ by 10 1L Thine,
l| hers Island NOOYL 1oL 10240 Henry L Ferguson.  Privately
|Hl|\lu|.

So freely are these works used, with the Kind assent ol Mr. Ferguson
andd of the widow of Mr. Hine, that it is deemed unnecessary 1o use quota-
tion marks tor evervthipg taken from them. M. ln;,,umn gives i
full list of .ulllmnllu

[ addition, =\ Briel Account of the Winthrop l.nnl\ l)\ Robert ¢,
Winthrop, Jr., has also heen drawn upon ‘in pup.nm" thc plumt mono-
wraph. -

*Aeconding to Mr. Ferzuson, correcting a |n'v\'mu:~'.vslmmlc of five
thousand,
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Qriginal perirait i possession nf Mr. Grewzitle Lindall Winthrop, as are aise others
‘ here re produced-



Connecticut. For our story ol the
Winthrop Manor we must begin with
Tohn Wigthrop the Younger, illus-
trious ~on and namesahe of an ilus-
trious father. the kitter having been
one of the Tounders and  long the
Governor of Massachusetis,

Lorn at Groton, Enghd, in Tobo,

the second John Winthrop was well

acepatinted with il that was assoct
ated with the idea of 2 manor in the
Eyned of his Tore-fathers.  For Groton
wias o manor which had heen ac-
quircd by his great-grandiather,
Adam Winthrop, a wealthy London
merchant, towards the close of the
reign of Henev VT This manorial
property had descended Trom tather
to =on, and would in due course have
come to John Winthrop, the Younger,
But being eleeply interested in his
Fathers” plans for the planting of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, he volun-
tarilv broke the entail and arranged
for the sale ol the estace, inorder that
acddequate settlements might he nade
U his step-mother and her children,

Aind 1o provide Tunds for the cmwl.l-‘

tion.
el us sum up |nu thy the salient
points of his carly lite, Fducated at

[le writes to his father, “The price we
Bave agreed is 1200007 the equivalent of sea
fral times that amount in the money ol 1o.
Jdav, John Winthrop the elder; at the time
he Teit Fogland s stated to have had anin-
come ciuivitlent in our day to hetween L3000
and L1000 per annum, and he subsequently

received  considerable wrants of id ine

.\I;|~>:l('lnl|~cll.~; bhut his great expenditure in
furtherance of -the colony, coupled with the
dishonesty nl h|~ agent, crippled him tinan-
ciadly in Fater lite, and his sons were Tareely
dependent on their own eaertions,

.
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Bury St. Fdmund's, Selwol and Trinity (ullv«rv Dublin, he
became for a while a barrister of the Inner Temple. e
served s o volunteer in the uniortunate c\pmlmnn uneler the
Duke of Buckingham to relieve the Protestants of Rochelle;

made an extensive tour of castern I urope: and.on his return oy
England became interested in the enterprise on which his father

and friends were engaged lor the settlement of Massachusetts,
He Tollotwed his father to this country in 1631, and at ance took
a plumlncnl pn\m(m in the affairs ol the new colony.  Return-
ing to England in 1034, he was commissioned to build a fort and
hegin a pl.mt.llmn at the mouth of the Conriecticut River, and
appointed  Governor ol that plantation.  He remained in
England for over a yvear, engaged largely in scientific pursuits,

[t was in 1633, when he was thirty vears of age. that he hegans
the plaitation at Savbrook. and at that time he probably

explored -Fishers Island and realized its advantages for A \.m .
retreat, -

October seventh, 1640, Winthrop obtained from the General'
Court of Massachusetts a grant of Fishers Island, so Tarasit was
theirs to grant, "l'cs'cx:\'in_«.: the right of Connecticut, if it should
prove to be theirs.”™  Abeut the same time, in order that-there
should he no flaw in his title, he, applied to the Connecticut
General Court for a similar grant, and it was granted hims
After nlmumng this grant, Winthrop again left for England to
.m«.,mmzc a company tor the manufacture of iron, muc b needed
in the new land and wlmnul with them in 1043 to Lynn il
Braintree.

In 1044, as whcu\ml in the patent later procured -from.
Governor Nicolls, Winthrop purchased from the Indians the
right to Fishers Island, and soon began building and planting
lhcnc, as he intended to make it his headquarters. The house
that he built on the Island was the tirst white man's hnuw in the
Prquot country, - :

In October, 1646, Winthrop with his wife .mcl children, Fiz
John u.nrl-.\l.ug.ucl set sail for Fishers Island.  His Drother,
Dean Winthrop, accompanied them.  Shortly after his de-

“Upon Mr. W mlhwp < motion to the Court for k vacher's Tskand, it i~
th mind of the court, that so far as it hinders not the publicegeod of the
country; cither for fortiiving or defence, or setting up a trade for fishing
or salt, and such like, he shall have hlnll\ to’procecd therein,”™  Records
of & General Court, held wt Hartford, April 9, 1647,
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parture,  his father writes: “Ta my very gowd son, Mr, jn.
W mlhlnp at Fishers Island, n'r chlml River:

My good son: The'comivrtable season God was ples sed 1o
send after thy departure from us, and the fair S. E. wind the
last day of the week, gives me good hope that yvou are all safe
arrived at vour new habitation.”™  And on November nine-
teenth, he writes, 1 do bless God for vour safe arrival at
Fishers Island,”™  This letter mentions a violent storm which
they weathered, reaching in due time thé sheltered harbor which
the [sland afforded, and the house which had been standing
reacdy Tor two” vears, “sheltered on the north and west by the
banks and woods encircling a bay in which, it nestled; and the
air above it was ~ultcn(-«l by the warming influencé of the sur-
rounding ocean,”™ - this description seeming to refer to the very
location ol the house afterward crected, and known in its
presentaltered form as the Mansion House.

- On the Island there was also comparative safety from beasts
of prey, for which it was less accessible and afforded limited
range.  But to setde at that distance from any other white men
showed great courage, in view of the possibility of an Indian
uprising which mluht occur at any moment,

The ()nl\ alarm that winter was caused by the Mohegans.
Nowequa, the brother of Uncas, descended on the l.sl.m(l, de-
stroved a canoe and alarmed the Winthrop family,  For .this
and other insolent acts and threatening hearing I)\ the same
band, Uncas was made to pay one hundred fathoms of wampum.,

The first horses ever scen in Connecticuf were brought by
Winthrop in 1643, On the Island he raised horses .__m(l gouls.
[t 15 probable that he and his family- remained there until
May, 1047, as is shown by letters ol his father addressed after
that date To my . very good son, Mr John Winthrop at
Nameauge upon Pequot River ™ —now New London,

. The island was not suitable for the work to which he had
dedicated himself, so we find him building himseli a house in
New London and removing his family thither.

FFishers Island was incladed in the boundaries of the Duke of
York's s patent to Richard ‘Nicolls in 1064, and John Winthrop,
who had been elected Governor of Connecticut in 1637, ashe was
again in 1639, and every vear subscequently until his death in
16706, procured in 1668 a Manorial Grant and patent of confirma-
tion, erecting the Island into an “Intire nh.lmhlscd Township
Mannor, & Place of itselfe & [it] shall alwaves from’ tvme to

7
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e and at all tviaes hereatter have-hould & injoye like. &
Fquall l’n\llc lires . Immunityeswith any Towne lnll.uu his'd
Place or \l.mnnm \\uhm this (-o\unm Loaoge &by
fealty onely . . 5o aying, vearelv: oo as an \gl\nm\l-;
edgment One 'l..lmh upon ve first (l.l\"m \l.\\ il the same shall”
be demanded.” |

That such pa\muu was duly made is shown by the postseript.
of wletter written by Governor \n(hm to Fitz luhn Winthrap,
twelve vears later, lunc cighth,-1680:"

“Capt. Hall a\l\m" me occasions this ‘postseript, 1o repeate
& acknowlédge’ the receipt by himeofiye lambe you pdl(l hiny
(as Jull‘on/cd) for. tul\nm\'lc(l"mt ol ve tenure of . F lshcrb.
Island and is in full to this time. _Yours. E. Andros G.” )

While he was Gover nor, W mlhrup realized the insecurity of
Connecticut politically, and was dclc«rllc[ hy."the” General
Court to obtain a charter from-Charles LI} By his tact and
diplomacy a liberal one was secured, which ser ved as the Con-
sfitutidn of Colony and State down to 1818,/ '

~1mmcchalclv thereafter Connecticut Ll.umc(l mmplctc juris-’
diction over Fishers Island as well as the towns of Long Island.
But Sir Edmund Andros, the new Governor of New Y mk ook
effective measures and wrote in 1680 as follows to Wm. l.LClC
the Governor.of Connecticut: | :

“Hon'ble Sr.— Being adv ised by an order_on \\.umnl from
voursell and some dsslbldnls sent to fiishers Island, Fam much
%urpnse(l att your Imtrenching upon his Maj ‘Ties Letters

*atent to his Roval Highness, as w cll as the grant by Governour
Nicolls to the Honoble John Winthrop, Esq. (Iate Governor of
Connecticut) for sd Island, which Island and Grantitis my duty
to assert,.as much'as this or any other 'part of the Governm;
and therefore desire that. vou will, without delay,. recall’ ad
warrant or-order, and forbear ny the like pm(ccdm«rs for
the future, to prevent great Inconveniencys; and remaine your
Effectionate \en«rhlmm and Humble Servant E. Andros.™ -

Connecticut was obliged in the-end though reluctantly;
acqu iesce in New York's jurisdiction over the Island,. -

“We read little of social activities in the old recotds, mxt a
mention here and there showing that on occasions thc\ met at’
one place or another, lmt un(loul)lccll\' they occasionally,broke
the monotony” of thcn wilderness life. Lion Gardnicf on his
island and Lady Fepwick at Saybrook, ‘paid passing gay visits
by boat to Mrs Anna Wolcott Griswold at Black.Hall, or to the
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Governor ol Connecticuwt, John A\ m\hmp ll., “al” Inxlwu
Island.™ The Svlvesters it ‘their Manor.of Shelter: Island WCre
of this litde ‘group, and e pathetic’ [).ud"‘l.l[)h from Sylvester’:
hegs advice because the haby issick and:in (Ian«rcr ol su.ln«rlmg,*‘-
e rere we are qullc out of.ve wavol, hclp -~ Such-seeking
of medical advice, from W mlhmp arose frony lhc fact that hc :
\\‘h.])nﬂsk‘\\u(l of much knowledge about niedicine: many ol
his letters contain remedies.

» During the several years which he'spent’in. London, looking:,
alter the affairs of lhcwlum hie was received as onc of the most-
accomplished scholars of -his time. . e was one of . the founders’
of the Roval Society,.Licing one of ‘a number of men- whomet.in:
1043 to discuss plulusuphlml (uestions, these. meetings. le: ulm" :
to the definite constitution of the Society in 1660, e

[t is interesting to noté - that ‘lands near: Brookhaven on*
Long Island, d(qllll(‘ll by John Winthrop from the Indians, in-
1604, and contirmed to his eldest son hy Governor .\n(lros in
1680, received the name of the old home in’ England and hcc.lmc
an\ n as the Manor of* Groton Hall, 1hou«rh never *ofticially”
so constituted. - Had steps. which were umtcmplalcd heen';
cairied out, we should have had unc more to add to our list-of
New York Manors.®

After a full and noble life in carrying out - the work to which
he had (lcdlmlcd himself, John Winthrop the Younger passed
away in- 16760, leaving o great heritage in landed ¢states,™
aniong \\huh were ‘Fishers Island. \nth its smaller adjacent. .
islands. ,

The Island descended to his two sons,: Fitz John—so called -
to distinguish. him-from his father-and "ldll(lldlht‘l‘""'.lll(l Wait
Still, and was p()ssL‘\\cl l)\ them (.011]0111[‘\ and un(hvulcd
during their lives. SRS
 Fitz “John, after.a. period of study at Hary u(l went 10

. P Quoted by MY, L L. Ferguson, from whose brochure this paragraph is
taken.
8See Appendix 11,

* Between 15,000 and 20,000.acres in Connecticut, beside Fishers Island:
and land in \l.ls\.ulm\clt\ and on Long Island. " But, as:is well pointed.
out by Mr. I° ct"uwn this meant somcthm" very (hﬂclcnt from whitt might
dppear Lo us, “The Colonics were poor, little’ money coming mto their.
treasuries for running expenses, and so it was that the. men who were at the ;
head were foread to l.ll\c landin licu hl nioney on the chance that they might
derive some henetit from part of-it, »They were land- poon and contmu.lllv
were obliged to-borrow to meet thclr (l.ul\ .expenses.

11
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I nnl,nul. ad there held o mmmmum in the Parliamentary
armyi was inaetive service in Scotland.. .m:l also served under
.(.onn.\l Monk holding the rnk of captaiin. ; Ajter the Restora-
tion of the monarchy he returned to New I n«rl el in 1063 and
seltled in'- Connecticut. In the -lndiap - witrs he rendere
excellentservice tothe mlnn\ Cand i i ivillife was a nwmlm ol
lhc(uumllnl Sir Edimund - \mhm in 1o%rwas Major Guneral
commanding in the’ v\pc«hlmn against Can: lcll..- Later ;hnw
number of years he was the Agent of Connecticut at: the C ot
ol William TIL. and: from- l()‘)\ ll” hh dv.uh in 1y 07. Gov cr_n«',‘r
ol Connecticut., | : - - - ‘ :

At the times when Fitz jnhn Wis’ rcsuhn" in’ New Lomdon,
hL busied himsell” in raising stock on Fishers Tsland; and o
looking after his father” s property, buthe also had a house o' the.
Island,-as is shown by a-letter .ul«hcsw(l to him lhcnc I»\ \ll,-.
EFelmund Andros, in 1680, e - R

In 1690 there was an alarm c:uN'(l by thé anc hmm«r of four
sloops near the harbor.  Thev had been at New I.umlun for
some time, fying the English colors, then French, - Several
shots were fifed at - them, xuulun Saltonstall wrote-1 7u I lt/
John Winthrop as follows: T

*“T'hat mghl there: came over Trom Fishers l~||n(l small
number of Indians who gave an account of a ~I\nm|~h thitt the '\
had with a small number of. French, The v have brought over
a scalp with them and say they have left one dead there whose
scalp.they had not time to take.  TUis presumed tupon their
report) that vour house is rifléd at vour Island:™  Later he
writes of most of Winthrop's people being ina great fright and
hurrving awayv for Boston: and again, a week after, of those who
remained being scared off by the Tanding of some British ships
in pursuit of the enemy, |

OF greater dread than either lhc Indians -or the French
privateers was Captain Kidd, who at this time frequented the.
coasts of Gardiners Island and Fishers Island opposite. The
Island has its share of traditions concerning buried chests -of
gold, Tor which many a spadeful of carth has heen turneil.
Enthusiastic treasure-hunters -have even vmplmml divers to
w.mh some: of the numerous ponds, -

“The portrait of Fitz John here reproduced i supposed to have I»un
painted in London between 1694 and 1697, at a time when it was the fashion
to represent military men inmediaeval armor. The armor which he actually
wore. wits less claborate.
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Onthe Tailure of the expedition. against. Canada by the New
York and New England toreesin 1690, when Fitz John Winthrop,-
a Major Generald mmmuuhng the and forces, had heen.unable
to l\l(\uul further than' Lake, € l\.lhll)'dll\ he u-lumc(l Lo
Connectieut, . where Ins-u-pul tion wits not (llmlnl\llk‘(l Iy~ the
failure. But the sentiment in New York was so bitter that the’
cliicers of his council Telt it wise to. lL‘lllL“\\llh him to .
Connecticut, . Among  them " was Colonel  John Ll\lm.{\lun
cldest son of the tirst Lord of the Manor of Livingston, who
accompanicd General” Winthrop to New  London, beciime: o
resident there, and married  Mary, \\m(hmps only . child.?

Asditz John and Wait \ull W mlhmp were both so actively
engaged in the business of the ‘colonies that” they could not”
])mpul\ superintend the allairs of their Island, they sceured,
in 1089, the services of William Walworth, a family friend, who

came over to introduce the English system ol unlu\.ulun .uul
hecame the hirst lessee ol the Isl.m(l | - : ’

Fitz John having no son, on his death the "lc.ll(.‘l pul nl lus'
Landed property, including Fishers Island, pdssc(l Lo the sole
lm\\usmn of hi¥ brother- Wait Still e - '

< It s seldom that we see m any lamily c\wplmnll .1h|hl\
handed down through three \ll(((‘\\l\C}.{Cl]L‘ rations: but it was so
with these \\mlhmps. Wait Still, Tike his-brother Titz John,
and like their father and grandfather, pcnlmmc«l distinguished
public service and received higgh preferment,  For more than
thirty vears he was the Major General in command of the
provincial forces of Massachusetts, he was also a judge nl the
Supreme Court, a Judge of \(Imn.llt\. and lm some time Chief
Justice o that ( ()Inn\

e visited Fishers Ishud uu.Nnn.\Il\ In 1712 he or hisson
Johin attempted to transport from the Island a pair of moose
deer to England, as a present to Queen Anne, but therewere
accidents, so her Majesty was hing 1|l\ presented with the horns
only,

1 Il seems likely tha't there may have heen a perpetuation of a W inthrop-
Liv m"\lnn fricndship begun in 1034, when Mary Winthrop's grandfather,
John the \uun"u saaling lor \mun.\ ‘was riven. by it storm on to the
Ttish coast, crossed to Scotland, and at Ancrum was the guest of the Rev,
John Livingston. .

W he family name CSGHT was derived from \Iiu' llu ister of Dr.
John Still, Bishop of Bath and Wells, and wife of Adam, Winthrop.  They
were the p.mnh of Gov crnur John Winthrop the elder, .

15
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“Wait Winthrap Bved 1o the pge of seventy-live, - Only o dew
vears before his death bis-son «Iw ulu-\ with pride his fathers
activity ol limdr and aecuracy of aim during a day’s \lmnlm"
on - Fishers Island, |

Next comes llns son ol Wait, another John, ‘calleéd ta dis-
nn-rnhh Imn from “thase ol lhv arlier generations - Johiv

SRS ke heing o Fellow of -the “Roval Society,” which,
dedicated ie. lnllu-lh Volume ul its Procecdings to him, "I
1717 he cameinto active [)n\\('s\‘nll ol Fishers l\l.lml but: hclll:-
much ligation'in the ¢ ornectictt courts with his ~|~u-r which
contirmed. her, claim o’ i equal <hare of their father's kinded
estate, I 1720, adter:making: his will sleaving Fishers Tshind,
1o his s ~nn. .nhn..\lgll ‘forever to be'and abide to-hinvand his
heirs made Torever.” e went 1o -Fngland.- 1o pmul his cause.
There he was well uwuul. i, ul»l unc«l A fvors able decree.
Trom’ the King-in council, "rninulwl on’ the: English law. of
primoge niture, o result :l«plnw(l in' Connecticut, w hcrv that faw
wis obnovious.: -But by the intervention of Ariends, a deci Psion
wis Ninally nl;l.nnml cven llu-w Ul]lll'nl'll" \\mlhmp m his:
i)lh\[ \\]HH ’ : : o

During his abdence, lns\\m- llu-(llu«rhlu of Governor lmcph
Drudlev, managed the Island alfairs from. New. London, some=.
Fimes visiting it in person, fsometimes ¢ mpln\m"' Joshua Hemp-.
~teadd, who gives accounts of such visits in his (ll.ll\ S He tells
oF iy composed of Madam Winthrop, her children and her-
cuests, in October, 1739, when there was o line deer hunt,
Colonel Saltonstall lnnwm«r down a doe, and Mumiord, the
tenant, two Bucks, The hunting was o preserve ol the Win-
throps under the-terms of the manoriad Gragt: just hefore this
1 white man and an Indian were fined for killing a deer.

In 17-LL Hempsiead tells“of tinding the Sherift of Sutfolk
County calling.at Madam Winthrop's, to colleet the taxes for
twentv-two vears: which would seem to show that lhv rights of
the Manor were recognized, as a “place hyitsell,” taxes heing
paid directdy to the county authorities, nnlqwmlvnl of the town
of Southold, to which it ‘was ullmnlvl\ annexed. lnhn Win--
throp, F.R.S.. remained in-England until his death in 1747,
He was succeeded by hl\ 1) lnhn Still, who lived (hwll\ in
New London, where his house -wag called “the hest in the
Province.” The Istand continued to heleased to tenants, who,
first and last, according to -Miss Caulkins, the historian of New

17
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Lendon, had theyood tortane todeaw a breee ineome therefrom
in the raising of live-stock ol all kinds,

Jobnsull Winthvop devoted himsell 1o business, aned woe
stceesstul in clearing up the embarrassments that had involyved!
his tither’s estate. - He died when the Revolutionary War was
bevinning, _ : o -

Elis ~uccessor another Johno died unmarried in 1780, eaving
by his will Fiskers Iskuwd to his brother, Franeis Bavard Win-
throp. o ' . '

VANGE VP EWARD S N AN T TRl s NS T N A v et

Lying near the castern end of the Soundothe fBand Ty opes
to attack during the Revolutionars Ware and was repeéatediy
subjected to depredation. s carlvas Nugust, 17750 sheepand
cattlenwere seized and carried off by Hritish men of war: again
in 1777, when there was almosta clean sweep of produce and ali
things.  Both ofthese times =ome payvment was naede, But in
1779 there was actual plundering o evervthing valuiable by the
crews ol the British ships, who then wantonly set fire 1o the
butldings,
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Yetin the very next decade we:find @ return_ of prosperity,
when the lessee of the l\l.uul. Allen, had twelve Tamilies undei
him, iive or six girls to spin and we e, acook and a colored hoy.
to help ker.  Besides butter, sixty, pouni chedses a-day wete:
made: on¢ hundred . cows .m(l two. thousand sheep . kcpl._l\c-
wheat, and oats raised. - There-was a-chaplain; who acted: also
as teacher for Allen's.and his tenants® large families. 1.

By the will of Francis Bayard. W mlhmp Fishers Tsland was
left to his four sons-in comman. Of “these,  William ‘Henry
Winthrop.in 1818 purchased his lhrcc brothers' mlcwsl\ thus
becoming sole.owner; His son, Willium Henry, Jr., with”his
family, h\cd for scvcml years on lhc Island, L\Uclly- at the
Alansion House. T

Although juhn the' Younger, to whom the Grant of the Manor
was given, at first.went to-live there, the Winthrop ow ncr.s.'
excepting those of ‘the last gcncmlmn made no permanent use
of the Island-asa home, only visiting it from time to time from
their residence in ncar-b\' ‘New London, or from. Boston, or
later, New York."

In 1\‘()3 Fishers Island, so long held by lhc Winthrop family,
passed out” of their possession. It has since then hecome a
noted summer resort, with hotels and numerous cottages, and i |s
the seat of a U. S, Army Post.

- The Allen Family and Their Connections,™

12 Of what age areany of the WV inthrop houses on the Iskind appears to he
a ditficult question, The tradition is that original parts of them at least are
over two hundred years old. "This is compatible with the statement that
they were burned and destroved by the British in 1780, only on the:sups
pusmon that such destruction was incomplete,  The plain_house at the
Fast end is of brick sheathed with wood, and the tradition is that the bric ks
were imported from Holland. This is partially supporteid by the opinion
of judges of brick, that they are different irom any madein the neighborhoind.
1f this is correct, it may be inferred that the main part of that Imuw dales
from the umc of the c.ul\ owners,
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A Confirnittion Granted unto lnlm W mlhmp I sq,,u... am
Iskined called tishers Iskaned.,
Richard Nicolls Fsqm e Whereas there s a Certanine Isk m-l
whin this Governm' Scituate Iving & heing in v Sonnl
neire unta Nep Lomdon commonly ealled & know ne by v
Name of fisherd Iskund Contevning by FEstimation one thousan
Acresshe it mfive or less ws said sl was heretofore pur.
chased from A Ineian lmpmln' by John Winthrop  Esqp
Governor ol his Mate - Colony of Coneeticott in whose tenure
or Possesston it now 15 & ever sinee the purchase thereol levth
~o heen & Continued Now in Consideration of v said Purchase
X longe Possesston as also for v good Services pecformed by him
the said John Winthrop at v Reduacing of this Place to his
Mare- Obedience the being prsent therat) togeth w' o v many
wood & Ne whlmml\ OMces done towards v Secarity & he el
ol this Colony “ind Tor divers other Causes & Considerations
me thereunto especially moving Know ek that by vertue of v
Commizsion & Nuthority unto me given by his Rovall Highness
James-Duke of Yorke «"«' upon \\IIHIIN‘ by Lawiull Graunt &
Pattent from his Ma' v Propricty” & Governmt ol Long
[sFand & atlb v Islands .|:I| went amongst oth' things is Se o]
[ have given Retitved Contirmed & Graunted & by theise Prsents
doe Give Ratifve Contirme & Graunt unto v said fohn Winthrop
his Teres X .\.\.\l}.{ll(.\ AN sitid Isbondd o I||H| Fishers Islimd as
aloresaid Togeth w™ all v Lands Sovles Woods Meadowes
Pastures Marshes Lakes Waters Creeks Fishing awking
Hunting & Fowling & all oth' Profitts Comaditves Fmolume &
Hereditam® 1o v said Islnd he longing w', their and ¢ very of
their appurtenances & ol every Parte & Parcell thereol AV
that vosadd Ishand & Pranisses now is & Torever hereal® shall D
Deld deemed reputed taken & he an Intire FEotranchised Towny:
ship Mot & Place of itselfe & shadl alwayves from tvme 1o
tvme & atall tvmes herealter have hould &dnjovelike & Fauall
Priviledges & Immunitves w'™ any Towne Infranchis’d I lu(- or
Mannour w': i this Governm® & shall in no manner-of way
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Do Subordinate or e Inn"m" Ut IRV iy sdependanee apon
ar i any wise beaand® l\ulc Orvd®s o dives lon ol any. Rvdige

o neship” or ltl\\ll!'\lkllh Plice or Jurisdiction w'™ g lhh'-
Governm! but shall in all eases things & ntters b deemed
repated Ghen & held as ansthsolute intive Toivin hised Towne
ship Manno' & Phce of 10 selte & shall Tee valed nltlclnl AN
divected i all matters as o Governm? .lnnllllm'l\ by v
Governo' & his.Comeell & v Gen't Assizes onely, Provided
that ne Privileidges héreins Granntel qr mentiones| ln_lu-
Grnmtéd shall be meant & interpreted to extend to v Pro’,
tecting o any Clraviors ’\lih'l':u'ln"."l"u;:ili\:«'-s or - Deblofs

I ing unto v \.ll!' [shiine 1o v Damage of any Perticalar Pefson’
or o\ “Obstenetion of v Lawes & v Coman & Publigue Peee ol
this Governm' & v Justice Iun-nl To have & lor hould y*

~itiel sl & .||l X \umulu Lh” appurtenainees & remisses

Togeth wo e Priviledges Tomunitves Franchises & \elvan2
trgres herein Given & Graunted anto v sadd fohn W mlluup his
Hemres & \\\l"lu‘\ unto v Proper use and hehoofe. A \.lltl

John \\mlluup his Heires & Assignes Torever Iull\ Iu«l\
Clearly in as e & ample manner & forme & w' such full &_
absolute Timunityes & Priviledges as lu'l'-ur(- i Fvpressed asif
he held v sime Tnimediately from bis Mat v Kinge of Englind
N X his Successors as ol v Manno' of | st Greenwich i v
County ol kentin free & Common Soccage & by fealty onely
Vielding Re ndring & Paving - vearely & every veare unto his
Rovall Highnesse v Duke of Yorke & his Heires or to sueh
Governa' or Governours as from tvme to tvime shall he v him
Constituted & \|)|mi||lwl as an Aeknow]ed ant one Lamb upon
voonest day o of Mavol v osiome shall be demanded Given aml?
v hand & Seale :ll Ilnrl James in New Yaorke onov sk
Manhatans i Nmerica v 28ths day of March in v 2oh,
veare ol v Radgne of our Soveradgne Lord Charles v Second by
voGraee ol (.ml ol I n;:lun-l Scotlnd France & DTreland Kinge
Drefend of v ITaith ¢ & in ve Y eare ol our Lord God Toos,
l tln hereby Certity the atoregoing tao hea trae Copy
of the ()I‘igill:ll Record, here |u‘il|_1\r a word obliter-
ated o the fnmeteenth] hine asin the ssad Origanal,
Compiared therewith by NMe, )
| Lewis V. Scatt,
Seeretiry.,
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APPENDIN 1L

By his _.“zp.c__c:...,. the Governour in Couneil the 253t
ol _==c 1OUN,

Your ate _:._.c_; :...::.2_ to _.:._.._2. the dralt of-a-Patent for
Maj. Gent Winthrop & his brother for their land in Sutfolk
County to be erected into o mannour by the'name ol the man-
nour of Grotton Hall the former quitrent reserved to his Maty
and Successours & this shall he to vou a suthicient Warrant for
soc¢ doing dated as above,

| Betlomont,
To James Graham Lsqr

Attorney Gent,

P. order of Council.
But the matter hung fire:
To the Honvte NMaje Gen® _::: Winthrop Governour of his
Majestys Collony of Connecticut.
New: London

When vour Bro. M: ajor Gen' Waite Winthrop was-here he
;?:G_ me toacquaint you when Isaw any likelyhood ol having
vour Patent (for the Manour of Grotton Hally pass. Sinee the
arrivall ol our last ship from Faoelind | have .{:: is-
coursed the Lt Governour upon that head, he tells me he is now

wdy to pass it but savs wall he has heen informd that his
predecessour wias to have fourty pounds Tor passing it the we
he seems to intimate should be paid to him, the Attorney Genn
and my tlees are besides the C4001et me have your resolution in
this matter as soon as conveniently vou can. the guitrent is not
vet ascertain’d Tet.me have vour thoughts upon it & 1 shall
endeavour to procure it 2t as moderate arate as may be.

I am ST vour most humble & most oliedient serviant
. : M. Clarkson
New York 23 Decembr 1701
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