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THOMAS WILSON AND HIS. DESCENDANTS. 

By Edward V,'ilson, Aged 90 Years. 

13\eing the last one of my generation now linng, I 

~,vill attempt to record a brief History of the Wilson 

Family as I know it fro1n a long lifes memory and personal 

relation. 

To commence at the begi nniug, ,ve must take the 

reader back to the pritni tive days of 1720, when England 

was being constantly aroused by the war cry and the rattle 

of fire arms. 

About six years had elapsed since the death of Queen 

Anne, and the dull yet jealous German, George the First,. 

on the throne, the uprising of -the J acobites in the north 

\\ra.s quelled, and James Stuart bad gone back to Italy -de

-feated. 

It was duriug these exciting ti1nes that TIIO1I.A.S 

\VILSON ,vas born uear the town of Be<llington, in Xorth-

1.11nberla11d County, England, \vhere he remained and did 

his lifes work. 

\Vben be came to years of manhood, he 1narried and 

settled near Bedlington. I have a photograph of the church 

he and bis f a1nily attended, and of the churchyard -where 

their dead are buried. 

About the year 1750 there was born to Thomas ,vil
- son, a son~ This son "·as about ten years of age w·h(·n 

Ceorge tl1e Third ascended tJ-1.e throne, aod had reached bis 

nlaturity \vlicn the \Var of the Revolution began in ... -\1nerica. 
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About this tin1e, this son 'who was the oldc_st of the 

family, came to America. It is supposed that be landed at 

Norfolk, v ... a. and although I have no positive proof, yet I 

claim that our thrice honored President, Thomas Woodrow 

V{ilson, is a descendant of that son in the fourth generation. 

~1y Granclfather, also nan1ed rI'homas "\Vilson, in honor 

of his Father, was the youngest of the family. When he 

arrived at 1na turity, he also packed his belongings. and start

-cd for America. He got as far as the port from ""hich he 
. 

vlas to sail, ,vhen from son1e cause, supposed to hEn·e been 

affection for his parents, he changed his mind and retu~ned 

t.o Bedliugton, where he soon aftel'\'\-ards 1narried and re

-n1ained us long as long as his parents lived. 

In 1801, after the death of his parents, he sold their 

possessions, and with his wife and five children, sailed for 

A.merica. After a long Yoyag-c they landed at Nevv York~ 

went thence up the Hudson River 1.o .....-\.lbany, ,vhere the_y 

dise111barked and rc-c1nbarking ou a flat-boat propelled by 

set poles, on tbe 11oha\vk I~iver, to Beggs' Taven1, uo\\~ 

the city of Utica, then(',e by ox team some thirty 1nilcs, to 

1vJ,idison County, ,vhere he bought a tract" oi land of Peter 



There was enough of th.is land to make three good 

farms. There he spent bis remaining days, and is buried in 

the Col. Ballou Cemetery, one 1nile north of Fenner Corners. 

The region \\""here they settled was in the elevated 

portion of central New York, overlooking the beautiful vil

.:.1age of Cazenovia. It was told as the truth that there was 

a barn in the east part of the town of Fenner, the water 

i&r4 
from the~ side of the roof of ,vhich ran south into 

A 

the Ohio River, thence on to the Gulf of l\1exico, ,vhi1c 

that from the north side ran north into the St. La,vrence 

River, thence to the Atlantic. 

1-Iy Grandfather \Vilson ,vas of com111andi11g appcar

-ance, weighing much over two hundred pounds. His \Yifc 

and fi,·e chil<lren \Vere 'I'homas, Jr. Robert, Elizabeth, l~d

- \Yard, and \Villian1. Grand111other \Vilson \\·as, as I re -

-111cn1ber, a tall, genteel I~nglish \YOtnan, ,vho lived to b~ 

long past eighty. Uncle Tho1nas ~vas a uuil<ling contractor, 

~nd built sotne of the finest houses in Cazc.novia. I-le rnar -

- rie<l 1Iar_y Evens. 'l'heir family consisted of George, \Vlh) 

~ett]ed at Baldwinsville, north of Syracuse; Thon1as, Jr., 

\\'ho never married, and 11ary, a fine specin1e11 of young 

J~ngl ish W()lnan, \\ .. ho 1narried George Cross1nan of Hol'.hcstc-r, 

~- ) ..... Their children v;cre 11rs. Shepherd, George anJ Ch,~'.'-
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John "~iJson bought my fathers farn1 in the spring of 

1844, and soon afterwards 1nar:rjed .Tane Hyatt, daughter of 

Charles S. Hyatt, and an estimab1e young wo1nan of that 

Yicinity. They had 110 children, but he as Supel"intendant of 

the Sunday Scl100J, used frequently to entertain the children 

of the neighborhood., and at oHe such gathe1ing at his home 

on a I.fourth of July, fire fron1 t.he fire woJ ks .caught in the 

roof of his bonse and it burned <lown • He afterwards built 

a finer house where he and hjs wife spent tbPir last days. 

:!ITs. lfilson died in 1S81, after which their farm was 

taken by Ne,vell liyatt, a nephew of l\Irs. \Yilson. 

J·ohn ,vi1sou dit'd :Feb. 25, 1905. Ile and hi:-; wife are 

buried at Ca7.enoYia, X. ·y. Th~ir deaths we.J-P. 1nonrne<l as a 

great loss to the c·hur~h of Ft-1111er and the c·ornnn11iity at 1a1·gc. 

J can say but little of n1y l; ncle llohert, as I do n·ot 

remen1her of ever seeing hhu. I think he s~1tlt•d at l{ome, 

N .. Y. north of Utica, and he 1nay haYe lived a sort of ber-

-nlit life, as I think he never n1a1·ried. 

My .1-\_unt l~lizabeth, better known as ..._.\nnt Bee, born 

in 1,8,, was a 111ost remarkable won1an. She was 111arrietl to 

,John l)ee; who came also from Xortlnunberland County, Eug-

-land, anu who traced his aocestiy back to the year 1;)73. 
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They ·bad a family of seven children as follows; viz. 

Cornelia, who married Josiah Jobes; Barlow, and Richard, 

who went to California at an early day, where I met bis 

family; Mary, who married George Haver, at Clinton. They 

afterwards moved to Rochester, N. Y. where their family 

now live; John Bee, who I reme1nber as a fine _young man, 

died when about ·twenty years old; Albert '\V. Bee, who was 

connected with a mercantile house in New York City, in 

1849, when gold was first discovered in California. The firm 

with which he was connected fitted out a vessel '\\'ith goods 

and supplies, and sent him in charge of it arouncl Cape 

Horn to San Francisco, where he arrived in due time. 

I-{e established a store at Placerv-ille, better kno,vn in 

that day as Hangtown, \vhere I think he spent the remain

- der of his life. He left a ·widow and a son, Everett Bee, 

whom I met in San Francisco in 1892, - a fine young n1an 

\vho ,vent to Chile in 1895. \Ve did not bear of hi111 for 

many years, \vhen three years ago he ,vas reported in ?:\ew· 

York City as au extensive coffee planter from South .A.nterica. 
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Frederic Augustus Bee, the youngest of this f~miJy, 

was educated at Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y. He stud

-ied Jaw, was admitted to the bar in 18.(9, and on the dis

.. covery of gold in California, with a light purse but large 

ideals, he determined to go. 1-le got moneJ enough together 

to get bis life insured , sold the policy for enough money 

to buy a ticket° on a sailing vessel around the Horn and in 

due time be landed in Francisco where be nmade good". 

::f.{e was a promoter and helper of the first telegr2.ph 

line over the mountains to the states, and later he was a 

promoter, stock holder, and director of the railroad fron1 

SeattJe down tbe coast to San Francisco and beyond. 

He also held tbe office of Provost nlarshall on the 

coast during the years 1860-1865. 

He was cinployed by the 1;mperor of China to repre

- sent the Chinese on the coast in s0111e treaty affa1r ,vi.th 

our g·overnn1cnt at \Vashiugton. Ile did this so well that ihe 

Y:111peror appointed him Chinese Consul, au office he bel<l 

the rest of bis life= He died in 1892, and is buried in 

-(len Gate Ce1netery at San Francisco. 
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!vl.y U1Jcle Ed\vard \Vilson, first, the fourth of this 

ia1nily, was born in 1786. He came to the woods of Central 

Xew York with the rest of the family,_ and began clear

-ing land where he 1nade a hon1e. He married Betsey Hatch. 

'fbey had no children. He 111ade good improven1ents, had 

a fiqe fa.n11, ,vas he-ld in est~~m by all who made his ac

-quaintance; an<l 111any n1en less faYore<l could tliank hitn 

for favors besto\ved. He li \·ed on tbe sa111e farm as long 

as he lived, and he serve<l the public in 1nany ,vays. 

lu politics he was a staunch J acksou De111ocra t, be

-1 i1..:Ye<l in free trade, specie pay n1ent, and sailors rights. -

I ,vell rcn1e1n her of his co1niilg to our house in 1ny 

boyhood days a11d staying n1a11y nights until ten or elcYen 

q'clock, in an argn1nent wit.h 1ny 1notht:r, who helie-rt~cl in 

H l .... nited States bank aud a protective turiff. Father would 

lit~ tlown 011 the floor- rn1d go to slet?p, which was l>est for 

l1i1n. l7ncle Edward always left <:heerfully, ho,vevc·r, to cor:ne 

111y firi-;t lesHons in polities. 



s 

My 1:;--ather, "\Villian1 \ViJson, was born in 1 i89, canHi 

to An1erica and to the \voods of Central_ Ne~7 ··~{ork in 1801, 

,vhere he found his play1nates, ,,ho were the Indian boys 

of the neighborhood. As soon as be was old enough he be--

-gan cleariog land antl n1ade · a farn1. 

lie ,vas 1narried iu Lyiiia . .l\Jain, n1y 111other, in 1s1r,. 

She ,vas born at \Vi11do111, Connecticut, in 17.99, a daught..:r 

of Tho1nas aud Lucy 'J'yler }.lain. 1Iy Gra11dn1other ~la.in 

--\vho1n I re1nc111ber well, clai111ed to be a cousin bf John Ty-

-ler, \\~ho \Yas elected \T"ice-1:>re.sidcnt in 1840, on tbe ticket 

,vith \Villia111 ITeury }Iarrison, and served as President af

- ter II arrisou 's death . 

1Iy Grandfather, Tho1nas 11ain. like 'l'ho1nas \iVi18on. 

,vas a large portly n1an, and weighed o, .. er t,\""o hundrc!1 

pounds. 

11J Grandfathers \Vere both named 'l'hon1as, and both 

die-cl the sa111c year, leaviug their widows, w·ho survived the11t 

a nu111ber of years. 

I re111c111l>er the day 1ny Grandn1other ~Iain died. I had 

b~cn fishing~ caught a fine string of speckled irout, a1: 1 i 

c,tt11c ho111t: to f jn<l Graudmoth er was dead. 



:Iv!y Father built substantial buildings, including the 

house burned by John Wilson's Fourtb of July celebration, 

where they liYcd until 1844, raising a larg-e family, all of 
.. 

,vho1n lived to years of maturity, a11d all (?f tbem at a pro-

- per age \Vere tnembers of a regular Baptist Church . 

.1Iy oldest· sister, I\Iary, n1arried '\V. H. Ho1mes, a 

Joung la\-v_yer, in 183.5, and ma<le a trip inn one l1orse wag -

-on fron1 central Ne,v York to Pt:kin, Ill. ·where they lived 

1nany years, later n1oving to Bloomington, Ill. 

l\Ir. Hoin1es represented 1'~ze\\ .. ell County in the con

-sti tutional _convention that met in Springfieldi 111. in 1847. 

'!'hey raised a fan1ily of ten children, all of who1n 

1i ved to be g-rown, viz. Ju! ia, \vho 111arried B. Gray, Henry 

an athlete, Albert, a Civil \\!ar veteran, \Villiam, also a 

\Var veteran, 1-Iary, who 111arried A. F. Risser, anot11er Civil 

\Var veteran, - 1'hey are the parents of I\1rs. Frank H. Funk 

and ... .\.. F. Risser, Jr. a: ranch1nan of Colorado. - Clara Good -

-fellow, an Indian teacher in the employ of the {J. S. Gov-

-ernment at Lodge Pole~ .i\-Iontat1a, Charles, a _fruit man of 

a veteran euo-incer 011 the C. & A. and later on the C. !\L 
D 

& St. Paul H. R.; 
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f""rank, a trusted engineer on the C. & A. R. R. who 

was shot and killed by train rob1)ers at Carlinville, Ill. bas 

two sons in the U. S. Navy, and Jesse \Vatkins, the young-

- est, lives in .. A.urora, Ill. 

!¥1y second sister, ... .\rde1ia C., came to Illinois in the 

fa11 of 1842, and in February, 1845, ·was married to Samuel 

I.,ander, of near Bloo1ning_ton. He was a representative far -

-.mer and 111iller, operated a large farn1 and built three mills_, 

one a flour mill, is supposed to have been one of the first 

in NlcLean County. 

San1uel Lander represented ~1cLean County in the con

- stitutional convention at Springfield, Ill. in 1847. '£his v1as 

co1nposed of a representative class of men who formed a 

constitution \Yhich ,vheu adopted redeemed the State of Ill

-inois from the stigma· of repudiation and bankruptcy. 

I-le spent a long and active life, living to be ninety 
. 

years old. His wife lived a number of years longer. 'l'hey 

are buried in the City Cernetery, at Bloomington, Illinois. 

They left two children, Clara Coil!, of Colorado, and \Val-

four children, John D., Charles 'l{., Richard 11. and z~r

-elda Doyle, later York, all now deceased. 
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My third sister, Lucy A., was teaching &chool at the 

time our family came west, remained in the east, and was 

mar.ried to Hiram G. Hart, a reputable farmer of near Clin

-ton, N. Y. in 1845. She made one trip to the west by way . 
of the lakes and back east by way of the "\Vabash canal. It 

was a hard trip and so disgusted her with the western coun -

.try that she remained in the east the rest of her life.· 

Their fa1nily consisted of the following children, viz~ 

"\Villiam \V. born 1846, died 1863, Ed ward 11. born 1848, 

died 187--1, \Valter C. born 1853, married Stella Cobern of 

Kirksville, 110. Carrie F. born 1856, married H. H. Guth

-ridge, 1889. ( Their children are Elsie L. born 1890, mar-

-ried \V. ~\.. Loo1u is, 1908, a11d Dudley I:L born 189 l.) Tbo-

- n1as H. born 1858, died- young, I-1{:nry Cb a pin, born 1863~ 

married Euilna 1\Iatthews, and died 1900. 

11rs. Carrie H. Guthridge has been a valued attache 

of the Tiffany Jewelry Store in New York City for many 

years. Sbe lives at 180 Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y. and 

is the only sur\·ivor of the fa1nily of H. G. and I,ucy C. 

liart. She has two children 5 vi 7t. Elsie, born 1890, married 

\Y. A. Loomi~, J 908, and Dudley H. born 1891. 
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}lly fourth sister, Lydia L., born - in 1822; · married 

Charles vV •. Godard in 1842. He was a wide awake ·young 

man of that region, and was in the dry goods business with 

Daniel Crouse of Cahestotia, N. Y.. He was later concerned 

in running a line of boats from Albany to Buffalo on the 

Erie Canal. 

~'bey later moved to Brooklyn, N. Y. ,vhere he was 

appointed collector of the Port of New York, and later .. was 

a delegate to the National Republican Convention that 1net 

in Chicago ju June, 1860, and nominated Abraham Lincoln· 

for Pre~ident, and was a loyal supporter of his a<lministration. 

Together with l\Irs . Shanahan of N tnv York , J\Irs. 

Godard was at the head of the Red ·cross work in Xe,v 

York and Brooklyn during the ~60's. 

Mr. and J\Irs. Godard both died in n1klc.1le life. Their 

children are :x~llie, who married l\Iajor Powell, Lillie, who 

1narried 13. K. 11-eitz, and Josephine, who n1ar1 ied Charles 

Crossin.an. 

[See Next Page.] 
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. 
Charles W. Godard was born at Granby, Conn. July 

23, 1817. Lydia L. ,vnson, his \vife, was born at Fenner, 

N. Y. June 21, 1822. They ,vere married 11arch 17, i841. 

'!'heir children were Helen F. born Feb. 20, 1842, Clara E. 

born at Albany, N. Y. Dec. 1.8, 1847, Lillie A. born at .Al

- bany, N. Y. about 1850, and L. Josepbine, born also 

a.t Albany, N. Y .. Dec. 19, 1853. 

IIelen F. Godard married \Villiam Po·well, 1-Iarch 17, 

1858, and died at Ilrookl_yn, N. Y. Sept. 7, 1882. Their 

(:hil<lren all born at BrooklJn, N. Y-. were Lillie G., Harry, 

... i\1nelia G., and vvilliam J. Lillie G. Powell married Frank 

.Arnzen, and died at Richn1ond, Va. leaving a son, Herbert 

.Arnz~n, born at Brooklyn, N. Y. surviviug. Harry Powell 

died at Brooklyn, N. Y. Amelia G. Powell married '\Valter 

Cornwell, and has a daughter, Lillian G. Cornwe11, born at 

Port '\Yashington, Long Island. '\Villiam J. Powell married 

Sadie ----
Clara E. Godard died at Albany ,N. Y. April 4, 1S50. 

Lillie ,\. Godard married Baltzer K. Reitz at Brooklyn, N. 

·y. O~t. 20, 1875. Their son, Charles G. Reitz, was born at 

Chicago, Ill. 1\ug. 31, J 880, 111arried 11aud Nell at Ro(bes

. \~r, N. Y. April :!G, 1905, and has a daug11ter, 1'Iargarct 

1,> •: t •r • ,c1- ..... , oorn !\larch 31, 1907. 
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L. Josephine Godard married Charles Crossman at 

Chicago, Ill. F~b. _ 6, 1884. Their _children were Ljllie -L. 

Crossman, ·\vho ,-;·as born at Ruchester, N. Y. April 11, 1885, 

married Herbert Fowler at Rochester, N. Y. Nov. 9, 1912, 

and has a son, Richard C. Fo,vler, born Oct. 15, l 915~ and 

H. Josephine Crossman, who was born also at Rochester, 

N. Y. 1Iay. 10, 1887, 111arried Howard Van De 11.ark at 

Rochester, N. Y. Sept. 19, 1914, au<l has a daughter, Helen 

,Van De !\lark, born Dec. 21, 1915. 

. ' 
L_ydia r~. (\Vilson) Godard died at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dec. 31, 1S81. Ch arlcs "\Y. Godard, her husban<l, died also 

at Brookl_yn, N. Y. Feb. 19, 18S3. 

11: .Y older brother, \V alter Chester Wilson, was bori1 

1n 1824, and as I ren1ember hi1n, he grew up to be a stout 

education so young that he taught his first school the 

winter before he was seventeen years old, and established 

his reputation as a good teacher and a successful disciplin

- arian at the sa111e ti1ne. I-Ie settled a boisterous elen1e11t. 

that had disturbeJ. the school he first taught for several 
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He came· west with the fan1ily, and continued teach

•ing as long as he was able. There .are a number of our 

older citizens who reme1nber hi1n as their early teacher. 

He did well while he was able, but close confinement 

ruined his health. He went east to a medical institution in 

the spring of 1853, but failing to i1nprove, he djed at Clin -

-ton; N. Y. Oct. 11, 1853, and is buried in the Evergreen 

Cemetery, in this City. 

[The fo1Jovving account of A. Judson "\Vi1son, son of 

vYilliatn and Lydia j\fain \Vilson, was furnished by his s011, 

Frank I;. \~1 ilson, of Bloomington, 111.] 

A. Judson \Vil3on ,vas born at ~""enner Corners, N. Y. 

1829, married Ellen E. Cornell at Centralia,' Ill. 1860, and 

died in Bloomington, Ill. 1900. \Vhen bis parents ca1ne w·est 

in 1844, he vvas left with his uncle Edward in Ne\v York 

State. In 1850, being then t,ven ty-one years old, he can1e 

to l\IcLean County, Ill. and taught school fur t\VO years in 

Dale and Rando]ph To\vnships, after which he clerked in 

Robinson & Betts g~neral store and in Benjamin Schenncr

- horn's dry goods store; iri Rloo1ni1.1g!on. 

In 1857 he bought a sn1all interest in Scher·mcrhorns 

branch store in Sprillgfield, Ill. and \vorked there [nun1ber

- ing Abraha111 ~incolu among his custo1ners,] until 186~, 

when 11e bought the south h~ilf of his fathers farm. 1'his 

tract con tainc<l eighty acres, and cost him S 1820. 00. 1 re:~ 
borrowed all the 1nouey, then ,vent to work to pay the debL 

He built a house and outbuildi!1gs on this land, ar~J 

made a specialty of raising osage hedge until about 18,~\ 

\vheD hedge lost its popularity and he engaged in gener~d 

farn1i11g. 
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· He "-"as a school director for twenty-four years, town -

.. ship supervisor for six years, and town clerk for two years. 

He retired to Bloomington in 1899 and died the following 

year. 

His wife is the daughter of Serril Cornell and Eliza 

Hopkins, and is descended from the old Cornell, Hopkins. 

Carv-er, and Field families of Rhode Island. She was born 

at Gloucester, R. I. 1839, moved to Bloon1ing·ton in 185i, 

and to Centralia -in 1859,- where her parents lived until they 

died. 

The children of A. Judson and Ellen E. (Cornell) 

Wilson are 

Nellie Frances, b. 1861, m. John Cobbs, a n1onument 

1nauufacturer, and lives at Horton, I{a11s. Children, (1)_ 

Gertrude-, b. 1885, m. Oliver Wampler, and bas one child, 

Nelson. (2) 1f a be 1, b. 1886, 1n. Frank Rayfield, and. (3) 

rviargaret, b. 1899. 

Charles '\Villiam, b. 1865, n1. 1st, IIelen IIeuderson, 

2nd, Louise Proctor. 

Ed~Nard 1Iain, b. 1866, m. 1st, Lettie Rutledge, 2nd, 

l\Iary Lawrence, and d. 1903. 

( See Next Page.) 
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Eliz~beth Bee, b. 1868, m. Geo. A. Poore, Division 

Supt. Bost0n & 11aine R. R. Lives at Providence, R. I. 

Daughter, \Yinifred, b. 1895, m. Frederick \Vagner. 

Abbie Cornell, b. 1870, m. Dr. D. R. Phillips, Lives 

in Chicago, Ill. Children, Ellen E. b. 1896, 1-larion, b. 1899. 

11ary Jo..;ephine, b. 1872. Lives \vith her moiher in 

B100n1ing-ton, 111. 

l~obert Henry, b. 1875, m.· Florence Weed. 

Frank Lester~ b. 1877. Unmarried. 

Harry Keith, b. 1882. Unmarried. 

Charles \Villiam ,vilson, b. Bloo1niugton, Ill. 1865, m. 

1st, Helen Henderson, 1892, 2nd, Louise Proctor, 18.. He 

attended the Illinois \Vesleyan University and the \T al par -

- aiso Nonn;:3.l School, and ,vent to ,vork for his uncle Henry 

in a bank at Pratt, l{ans. and later worked at "\Vichita, J\,Ic 

Pherson, and I{ing111an. 

In 1893 he bought one thousand acres of wi1d land 

at Laredo, Texas, ancl Yvith the aid of bis brother l~obert, 

atte111pted to i1npr0ve and irrigate it, but han.l tin1es and 

cold ,vinters interfered and in the fa.11 of 1896 the t~o bro

-thers hitched their horses to a coveted wag-on and drove 

all the \\-·ny to Bloon1i11gton, coming through Arkansas. 

Ch~rles then ,vorked as an accountaut in Chicago and 

c,nd was credit nTJn for Reid, 11urdock & Co. in 1899, when 

his health gave out and be and his brother Robert went 

,vest and roarned the 11:.ountains of Colorado for a ,·ear . ., 

( See Next Pa ~e.) 
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\Ve_ next find him in 11exico City, and then employed 

as a bridge carpenter \vith a railroad co.µ.structjon g.1ng fo1· 

Kilpatrick Bros. 'I'he bo:.-s noticed him one ·day, offered him 
\ 

an office job, and on bis refusal sent bi1n to Picabo, Idaho, 

in charge of a Jr.lrgc sheep ranch at. $100. per month and 

expenses. 

Aft.er several years be had saved enough to buy an -

interest in a banking and 1nercantilc finn being organized at 

Bellt:!-VUe, Idaho. Ile now h1:1s cqntrul of their entire busin~ss, 

is cashier of the bank, antl has added a cattle 1·a11ch to thtil· 

e-xteusiye in terC'sts. 

II elen (Henderson) "'\Yilson died in Chicago, Ill. 1S9J. 

He afterwards married Louise P1·octor at BclleYne, Idaho. 

He has one child, II~lt!n Pauline, b. 1S93, m. Harry 

11aynard . . 
Edward ~Iain Wilson, b. Bloomington, Ill. 1866, n1. 

1st, Lettie Rutll'.c1gP, cla.nghter of Ow~u C. Rutledge, in J SD-!, 

and 2nd, 2\Jary Lawrence, J 897. Lettie Rutledge was born 

187i, and died i895. 

He attended the Nonn~d SchoJl at Kor1nal, Ili. tau_ght 

a country school t\·Yo years, then bccan1e assistant editor of 

the Paniagraph. In 1896 he obtained a position on the Chi

.ca.go Record, ·which be held five ye,1rs. Iu 1901 h~ y;ent 

to De:nver, Cr..>1. on acCt)Unt of his wifes health and secu:.-.:d 

a position as editor of the DcnY;.:r l~ci1ubiican, but his hea~d:t 

g-a-vc \vay and he died of cousun1ption in 1903. I-Ii3 \Vife fol-
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Edward M. Wilson was a writer of ability._ He kept 

a diary of ~eighborhood events beginning in 1882 and con

•tinuiug until his death. This contains n1any poems, sketcbe~ 

of'local bistors, stories and notes, iliustrated with many 

pencil and pen drawings of superior excellence. It is bound 

in several volumes. }{is ability ,vas fast becoming recog

-nized and many of his poems and other writings have been 

published by ne\vsp_apers and periodicals, some of these writ• 

-ings heing illustrated by his own hand. 

His children are Lyndon Rutledge '\Vilson, born 1895, 

lives in Champaign, Ill. and Edward Lavirence vVilson, born 

1899, lives at Oak Park, Ill. 

Robert Henry '1Vilson, born 1875, married Florence 

Weed in Denver, Col. in 1907. In 1895 he ,--;ent to Laredo, 

Texas, to help his brother Charles in his irrigation scheme. 

'I'he next year they drove from Laredo to Bloomington and 

Robert 111anaged the home farm two years. He then ,vent 

to Chicago and secured a post ion as a g-rocery c1erk from 

which be rose to traveling salesman for Reid, 1'.Iurdock & 

Co. In 1901 he went to lJcnver to nurse bis brother Edward 

and after the latters death, he worked as city sales1nan fc-r 

the Brown l\Iercautile Co. ,vhich position he now holds. 

His Vv .. ife is -a descendant of Thurlow \Veed, the fam

- ous nc~~spaper man of l~ew York. 

'!'heir home is at 2255 Dexter Street, Denver, Col. 

1.'hcir children are Robert Thurlow \Vilson, born 1908, ~1ar

-garet I>. born 1911, and Lou l~llen, born 1914. 
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Frank Lester \-V]lson, born in Bloomington, Ill. 1877, 

attended the Normal School at Norn1al, Ill. and graduated 

in 1900, having taught a country school to pay his expenses. 

He followed the profession of pedagogue for six years as 

follows, Assistant principal at Carrollton, principal at Ipava, 

and teacher of mathematics at Bloomington. 

In 1906 he engaged in the laundry business, but soon 

sold out and worked for other firms in Hammond, Ind. and 

I{ala1na.zoo, l\1ich. He returned to Bioon1ington, Ill. in 1911, 

a,nd became a master painter, having learned the trade in 

spare time. He now resides with his mother and assists 

her in managing the estate. 

Harry Keith \Vilson, born in Bloomington, Ill. 1882, 

graduated fron1 Bloomington High School in 1902 a·ud from 

Cornell University in 1906. He paid most of his expenses 

at college by serving as a waiter and laundry agent. Upon 

leaving- college he took a position ,vith the D. L. & "\V. R. 

R. as civil engineer, and retnained \vith them until 1917. 

In 1916 he· took the Plattsburg training camp course 

and after \Var v.;ith Ger111any \Vas declared, he secured a 

comn1ission a.s I~irst Lieutenant. He is no\v· with the Res

.. erve Officers Training Corps at V?ashingtou, D. C. a,vait

- ing orders to go to F'rance, and as t.he writer reme111bers 

his skill v-;ith the rifle ,vhe11 a boy, ··the Gennans had better 

,vatch out. 
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My youngest sister Elizabeth Beet was born in 1834, 

and came west with her parents, a little girl to a new coun

•try, but went back east to school, and grew up a vivacious 

black eyed, red cheeked, and charming young woman. 

She was married to Charles c. Holmes of Brandon~ 

Vt. who was in business in this city a number of years, 

and \\1 ho lost his life by drowning in New York harbor. 

1'.lrs. Holmes lost her life before -her time by arsenic 

poisoning serYed in a dinner, and caused by the tardiness 

of a g-rocer in delivering a bill of goods. She was the onl_y 

one of the party at that dinner wbo died at that time. 

Others suffered from the effects of the poison, howe·rer~ and 

died later. ~Irs. Holm~s ,vas twenty•nine years of age at 

the titue of her death. She is buried in the E,...-ergrecn Cem -

•etery. She left one child, Lillie, who grew to be a charm

- ing young lady, but who also suffered from the effects of 

that poisuned dinner, died young, at the age of eighteen, 

and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, New York City. 

?-.frs. Frances Scibird of 912 "\Vest Mulberry Street, 

Bloo111ing-ton, Ill. ,vho was a me1nber of our family at the 

time, was also af fccted by the poison but recovered. 

!\ly youngest brother, Henry C. ,vilson, clai111ed he 

was born in 1S38, and although I remen1bcr the event, I am 

not sure about the date. 

Ile came \\·est ,vith the family a small boy, and i_n

-vented a way of his own to mount a horse out 011 the open 

prairie. I-Ie would gi\?e the horse a handful of salt, then 

when the horse put its head down to eat the salt he w·ould ~-

get astride its neck and as the horse raised its hoad, he 

\Vould slide on to its back. 
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He. was educated in the east, but came west again, 

and was an early promoter and owner of the.McLean County 

Abstract Companies business. Later he was in the loan and 

commission business \"'Jith George W. Tomms on Main St. 

Bloomington, Ill. They a/fterwards. moved their office to 

St. Louis, 1'io. and dealt in land around Pratt, Kans . 
.. 

Later, with his family, be made trip to the British 

Isles and spent three years in England. Returning they 

settled in Boston, lv'Iass~ 

From . him I recei ~ed some of these i terns, as he vis

-ited the old \Vilson home at Bedling-ton and examjned the 

1·ecords· of the church our family attended and where their 

children ,vere christenE"d, and also ihe cernetery where our 

early dead were bu1·ied. 

lie died and \Vas buried at Boston, h!ass. Dec. 31, 

1916, leaving bis widow and one daughter, Lida Vvilson 

Batho11 1 who with her husband, resides at 2700 Wisconsin 

Ave. Washington, D. C. 1Ir. Bathon is in the employe of 

I believe that in the beginning of my history, I for -

-got to mention the fact that the ship on ,vhich my grand 

-father ,~lilson and his family came to America, was an old 

fiailing vessel ca11ed the ~~ l\1ary of Glasgo,v" and that o~ 

its next voyage it \Vas lost at sea. 

( See Next Page.) 
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As for myself what shall I say? I was born near the 

town of Fenner, in Madison County, New York, on· the 6th 

day of August, 1827, which was my Mothers twenty-eighth 

birthday. 

Unlike my brother \Valter, I did not like my books, 

so my education was limited to the common district schoo1 

and one or two ter1ns at Cazenovia Seminary. 

CazenoT"ia is one of prettiest towns in t.he state. It is 

located on the east side of the lake of the sa1ne name which 

has· no visible inlet, but a st1·eam flowing fron1 it furnished 

power for several facto1·ies anll flour 1nills, etc. 

Our ho1ne was four n1iles from but in full sight of 
,-

Caz(lnovia. \Ve lived there u11til I was seye11teeu ·rears old ~' ' 
when my Fat.her sold his far1n and caine_ ,vest. 

'\\' e came by way of the Etie canal, on t.he steamboat 

Dewitt Clint.on, to Chicago, wl1ere ·we landed on South \Ya .. 

- ter Street, in ,Tu11e, 1844. Chicago at that t.ime was a small 

affair, " 1 ith no pave111cut:; and not even side\valks. 

and Lake streets. 

In a couple of days 1ny Father bought a team and 

we drove west on Lake Street four miles with only two 

houses on the route. We turned south through the timber 

to Joliet, where vie spent the summer. Well do I ren1ember 

that four of us youngsters V.."ere do\vn at the same tin1e with 

bilious attack~, tenniuating in feyer and ague, which \Jtas no 

respecter of persons. 

( See Next I=>age) 
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We left Joliet by way of Ottawa, Starv·ed Rock, and 

Princeton, in October, for Bloomington, our final destina • 

.. tion. In the spring of 1845 ,ve moved to a farm fiYe miles 

southwest of Bloomington, ,vhich Father bought that fall 

at an administrators sale for $875. It contained 160 acres, 

with ten acres of timber and a good house and barn. 

Our nearest neighbors were five miles away. They 

.were W. C. \Varlow and John Bozarth. Presley T. Brooks 

ten miles away, ,vas the next. 

Our house was a stopping place for all ,vho wished 

to thaw oat their ears or fingers in winter, or quench their 

thirst in summer, as triey came to· Bloomington from the 

southwest. 

11y parents remained on the farm until 1858, when 

they can1e to Bloomington and left me in the country, but 

I \\7as always ·welcome v;bene,"'."er I went to their ho1ne. 

I bought land and built 1ny first house in the early 

sixties, and in June, 1864, 1uyself and Louisa Perry i\1c .. 

\Vhorter of near Danvers, Ill. v~·ere married in Peoria. She 

was a young ,vidow I had 111et and liked in our school-days. 

But she had 1narried Stephen S. lvlc vVhorter, a young man 

fro1n '\Tirginia, who lived but little more than a year after 

their marriage, and died of Asiatic cholera a,vay from ho1ne· 

lie died October 2, 1854, aged twenty-five years, six 

111onths a11d twenty days, and is buried in the Adams Cem

etery, on the Ranson1 Fanu, near Selma, in Lexington 'rv. .. p · 

lvf cLean Co. Ill. He lcf t one son, Stephen /';... 1Ic \Yhorter, 

no,v of Ne,v York City. 
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We made an agreement that our home should be his 

home whenever he ,vislied it, and for over fifty-three years 

in which his 11other, Stephen arid myself e.ssocia tcd togeth

-er, no words ever passed between us that were not pleasant 

or correct in good conipany. 

Stephen A. Mc\Vhorter has three sons now living in 

Chicago, Ill. 

Soon after our marriage we located on the farm I b·ad 

bought and improved in Dale Township, where we lived and 

enjoyed the confidence of our townsmen nearly forty-three 

years, as I held three different township offices for twenty

one years of that tin1e, and we also had reasonably good 

success financially . 

. Our family consisted of ourselve~ and four children. 

Our oldest, Vvilliam L., ,vas born in June, 1865, spent his 

youth at ho111e, and was educated at the Illinois \Vesleya.n 

University, and at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He ,vas strictly tem

-perate, industrious aud 1 rugal almost to a fault, and yet he 

liked to. see the outside world, and know what the other 

f~llow was doing. He saw most of the places of note in this 

country, and also n1atle a trip to the British Isles. 

He 1nade a trip to Chicago in the nineties, to attend 

the 111arriage of Hou. ~'""rank II. Funk and J:i""lorence Ris~er, 

and \\·bile there ,vas of fcred a position as nianager of the 

Aetna Silk Store, on Lake Street, which he accepted and 

lleld about three Jears. He was then of fert!d the position 

of ca~hier of the :First Nati0nal Bank of \Vatervillc~ \Vash. 

v1l1ich he accepted. 
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I visited. him in 1892, . and found him busy in that 

bank, and also·· occupied as secretary, treasurer, and .one of 

a committee who were building a meeting house for the 

Baptists of \Va terville. 

He married 11ay "\Vickizer of this city, Oct. 15, 1905, 

and went to live on our home farn1 in Dale Township, 

where they continued to reside until he lost his 1if e by an 

accidental fall down an elevator shaft in this city. He died 

·Jan. 20, 1917. His_ untimely_ death was a sad loss to his 

wife and young children, as well as to all the rest of our 

family .. 

His children are Stephen Yl. aged fourteen, Louise, 

aged twelve, Elizabeth B. aged nine, and Edith ~fay, aged 

fi v·e. 

Our second child and only daughter, Esther ~fary, 

·was born Jan. 26, 1867, an affectionate child, was educated 

at the Illinois "\Vesleyan University and at St. Thomas, 

Ontario. She ,vas married on Thanksgiving day, 1892, to 

D. l\1. Davison of !\linoilk, Ill. by Rev. W. B. Riley,· no,v 

of l'.:1:iuneapolis, 1Iinn. 1-1r. Davison has two brothers l~ving 

near Fort 1Iyers, Florida, and one brother, Dexter H. Dav

-ison of Bon1bay, India, from whom I received a message 

recently. 

1Ir. and l\!rs. D. 11. Davison have three children, 

viz. Edith f!., Ed,vard H. and D. 11. Jr. 

\Ve had one boy, John P., born in 1870, a lovable 

child, who died of spinal meningitis .~ug. 8, 1872, after a 

protracted illness. 



27. 

Our fourth and last child, '\Val ter Chester "\Vilson, ,vas 

born on the farm, Aug-. 16, 1874, and liked our home and 

his mothers table so well that he re1nained with us until 

Thanksgiv~ng day, 1916, when he ,vas married in Decatur, 

Ill. to 1'Iiss J eddie Tracey of this city. They are now liv

• ing on a fann near Covel, Ill. and haYe one child, a fine 

boy na1ued Edward F., the fifth of that name. 

\Vhat more need I say fron1 my long lifes memory 

than this, that I ~anuot record one single instance of any 

charge of dishonor or disloyalty being preferred against any 

one of our '\Vilson clan?. 

Arnold ,vas a traitor 

And ..t\ndre a spy, .. 

No ,vilson was either. 

I bid you Good-by. 

Edward "\Vilson. 

Bloomington, Illinois, January, 1918. 
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