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MAJOR. srMoN WILLA·RD. 

S1.~ION \V1LJ .. AHD ,v:is horn in the p:trish of 
I-Iorsn1onclen, in the county of I.Cent, En<{htnd, 

probably in the early part of the year 1605 ; :111<1 

"':ls lmptised in the church :tt th.tt place, 1\pril 7,­
r605. 

'l'hc rl·coni" of his lia ptisn1al con~ecration, as re-. 
cordccl in th•~ parish rl·gistcr; nP1S thus, viz: 

.·\1u>. l)ni. 
1 r.-.c1:--. 

.. Anno -:; I{. f:1cobi. . . 
'fhe vijth tl.ly of ..:\prill Si111on ,Viibnle 

sonnc of R il' ha rd\ Vi Harth: ,v:ts ~h riM,·n~dc. 

E1nVJ\Hn 1\1.CJilNlt, Rcdo1·. 

llis first \.Vite \\'.ts l\f:1ry Sharpt·, of llorsn1011 · 
den,,\~ho \Vas Lorn there in rt>14 (baptised ()ctqbcr 

16, 1614-), .tnd ,vns the daughter of l Tenry Sharpe 
and J:inc Ffe_yl<lc, of that pl:1cc, n1:1rril'd there Sep-
temhc.:r 2~J-, 1610. · 

Ile cn1bnrkcc1 fro1n Engh1nd in .. April, I <>3.1-, ac­
companied by his ,\iifc. then tn·enty yc:ll"s of ag-e. 
:ind ;1rrivcd at Bo~lon ahoul the 1niclcllc of tlic 111outh 
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of 1\1:iy, itfter a short nnd very prosperous voyage. 
I le cstabli~he<l hirnsclf first in Cambridg~. 

1"he -date of the dc:tth of his first ·wife is not 
kno\vn, nor is the <late of his second marriage. 
I-Iis second \Vffc \Vas nan1ed Elizabeth Dunster, 
sister of Rev. 1-Ienry Dunster, president of Ilar­
vard College. She died nho11t six n1onths :1ftcr 
her n1arri:1gc. 

'l'hc nan1c of his third ,-vifc ·was nf ary Dunster, 
but ,vhcther she ,vas a sister or a cousin of the 
above Elizabeth is not clefi~itely · ~.:no·wn. She 
survived herhusban<l, anj 1narried, second, De:icon 
Joseph Noyes, of Sudbury, July 14'.' 1680, and 
died there, Decc1nbcr:i 17 r 5. 

· 1'he follo\ving is a _ correct list of all of l\fajor 
Si111on \Villard\; children, in the order of their 
births: 

1. l\lAHY, daug-hkr of ~in1on and ·l\fary Sharpe . 
. , ELIZ.Ai:ETH*, .\ •. •• .. 

3· ELIZABK'I'II, •. · '" ., .. 

4. DOROTHY, .: ·i 1
• 

:;. T 0s1An. son 
, ., .. 

. - . 
6. SA.:\fCJEI.., \; ,. .. 
7. SARAH, dauuhtcr . . ,. 

. ~ 

8. J\HOVEHOI;E. 
.. .~ ., .. 

9· S r~•ro.!'1, son .. .. 
.::•nii.:d in infancy. 



1l'7/lard .ilfe111oir. 5 

10. MARY, daughter of Siinon and Mary Dunster. 

I I. I-IENRY, son '· " " 
I.?-. JOHN, " .. ,: •• 

13. ·DANIEL~ " "' " .. 

14. JosEPH, ,, " ,. " 
- B . ,, ,, " " I)• ENJA.M:lN 

16 .. HANNAH, dnughtcr ,; 
17. JONATHAN, son ,, 

" 
cc 

"Of the Majo1·'s large fon1iiy, all the sons, nine 
in number, and five of his eight daughters, ar­
rived at 1naturc nge, ,vere 111nrried, aud had 
issue. 1.,he 1n1111bcr of his dcscenc.l~nts in the 
eighth generation has been carefully estin1ated :lt 

2 39,0 57-
" l\fajor '\ Villanl., from the ti n1e of his arrival 

in Boston, in 163.1, to the rime of his death, 1fon­
day. the z4th day of ..t\pril, 1676 (old style, corre­
sp('llding to .nI:1y +· new style), a period of forty­
hvo years, took an active ~tnd influential pnrt in 
an· the affairs of the colonl', _civil, milit::1ry, nn<l 
ecclesiastical. 

'· f-Ie was for thirty-seven years a member of 
the general court, clerk of the \vrits nineteen 
years~ surveyor of. :tnns, deputy, or rcpn.:senta­
tive fifteen years, co1n1nissioncr in nu1ncrous spe­
cial cases, supcrintenclenf of the fur tr:tde ,vith the 
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India11s, nssociatccl \vith the celebrated preacher, 
Eliot, in the conversion of the Indians, etc. 

" In 1653 he '\yas elected sergc,tnt-111.1jor of the 
county of 11iddlesex. ,l'he sergcant-n1ajor· ,vas 
the chief t~lilitary officer in his county, and '\Vas 

next in rn-nk to the scrgeant-n1ajor-general, ,vho 
had co1111nnnc.l of nil tbc n1ilitary forces of the 
colony. (T'he prefix, sergeant, tell gradun1ly into 
disuse in the latter clays ·of the colony.) In J 668 
the general court confiri11ed his coinmission, and 
he held it to the day of his death, having seen 
many years· of active service ,vith the Indians. 
(He hncl been a cnptain. in Eng-iancl.) _ 

"1'1ajor \Villard ,vas :t conscientious, religious 
man-a charnctcr out of which all good pro­
ceeds. Contc111poraneous history and his O\Vn 

~nrrL·$pPndc..·11\·l~ lw:ir un it~,nn and t'Xplicit h.•sti-

111011y tli:tl lie posst.·sst·d ~tro11g religious convic­
tionf,_ a devout, hun1blc, and c:1rncst spirit. 

" !-le ,vas a 111an of sound a1H.l enlightened un­
derstanding, of discreet \Yisdorn, 01~ he couid not 
have challenged and received that entire and un~ 
·w~,vcring regard ,vhich he enjoyed. Ile ,vas a 
nu111 of brave and enduring spirit; not boastful, 
but possessing- that true courage ,vhich belongs to 
it 1nodest and generous nature, and is ready at the 
call of dnty to s:1crificc ease nncl co,nfort---yea, 
lifo itsc:Jf--i11 defense of" the p11~>Jic weal. .A.s lie 
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once ,vrotc to the governor and. council, opposing 
their dc~igns in a certain ,natter, ~ ):'" ou n1ay haply 
think \\'C (the soldiers) are afraid.' ' \Ve ·will not 
boast ·therc:1bout; but ,ve dnre say our lives are 
not clear unto us in anv \vav· that God shall call ., 

us .to.' " 

G ENEALOG··r·. 

1. SaroN ,v··u .. LARD, born at Horsn1onden, in 
the county of 1'Cent, Engh1ncl, in 1605 ; baptised 
.. A.pril 7, I 605 ; married first 1Iar}' Sharpe~ daugh­
ter of llcn ry and J anc (Ffcy ldc) Sharpe, ba ptiscd 
O~tobcr 16, 161-h and died leaving- issue; second, 
Eliz~lbt!th l)unster, \\' ho died about six n1onths 
:alh·r lwr 1n:1rriage; third. l\r:1ry I)un~lt.•r. ~he 
su n·i \'<.'ti her husb:1 nd, leaving- issue ;- :1nd inarricd, 
Sl'~Olll1, Deacon Joseph K"oyes~ of Sudbury, July 
14, r6So, :lnd died there. Decen1ber, r.715. 

2. 1 JOSI AH\ * born after 1634; married, :rvfarch 
. - - . .. . ... - ·-· . --·· ··-------

"'· The fig1~rc hefon! ·and :ibovc the name, dcsignalc-s the 
eldest son, and his respective descendants for nny num­
ber of generations: the figure! after and above the name, 
the particular generation fron) the l\Jajor. Thus, take 
iSal:110117, ~hows thnt. Salmon is d(·scctHh:d from the first 

:,011, and i:- c,f Uu! :-;,•vt•nlh g"<.:11eratio11 fr<>rn the :\l:1jor. 
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:20, I 656-7, IIannah l-Iosmer,: ~la tighter of Thomas 
Hos1ncr, a distinguished citizen of I-Iartforcl, and 
died, at v,r eathersfie]d .. in 1674. 

3. 1SAMUEL3, born at l-Inrtford, September· r9, 
1658 ;. n1a1~ried, June 6, 1683, Sarah Chu·l~e.· · H~ 
died (at Saybrook) in 17r3 or 171.J . 

. 4· 1JosEPH", horn at Saybrook; gradt1nted at 
Yale College, 17 r 4; Master of 1\rts, ·1-Iarvard 
College, ·1j23; married · Susanna Lynde, born 
..t\pril I I, I 700, d:iughter of Nathaniel and Su­
sanna (\Villoughby) Lynde. Kathnnicl ,,·as son 
of Simon and I-Innnah (Nc\vdigatc) Lynde!, nnd 
grnnclson of Enoch and Elizabeth (Digby) Lynde. 
1\-fr. \:Villard ,vas settled :1t first in Sunderland. 
Aftt·r his cn1111t"'~th,11 ,vith th<.~ clturrh in that to\\·n 
\\':,s c.lis~olvt.·<.l, he.' re111ovcc.l lo H.ulLtnd; :inc.I, hnv­
ing prc,·iou~ly soh.l his inherited estate! in that 
town, he purchased another " on the 1--Ieeting­
house I-Iill," January, 1722, adjoining the ho1ne­
stead of· his relative, Captain San1ue! vVright. 
After preaching in Rutland for a considerable time, 
he W&lS itH~itcd to settle there in the n1inistry. 1-Ic 
:icccptcd the invitation, nn<l the day ,vas appointed 
for his installation. But, on the 23d of August, 
1 j2_1, before the tirnc arrived for his induction into 
olliec, the Indians 111ade a ~uc1clcn and furious 
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attack upon the to,vn~ and, an1ong other person!-~ 
fell upon l\1r. Willard, ,vho had left his house, 
and ,vas engaged at a distance in hunting, T'he 
enemy encountered unexpected resistance from a 
brave 1nan-one dctcnnined not to yiclJ hin1self 
a Yictim to their sav:.1ge cruelties. \Ve are not 
told that he n1adc any efiort to escape ; but it. is 
stated that he fought n1nnfully, nnd sle\v the first 
Indian ,vhq ventured to npproach, nnd ·wounded 
:.tnothcr, ,vhen, overpowered hy nun1hcrs, he hi1n­
scif ,vas slain and scalped. 

5. 1J OSEPH\ second ~on ot" Reverend Joseph 
and Susanna; n1arricd I--Iuldnh \,Villard. (She ,vas 
a daughter of Lieut. nioscs \Villard, grandson of. 
llcnry, the fourth SC}n of l\1ajor Si1non \\.illard) 
1n S1.'ptcn1her. 1760. Jc:-::ph. livi1,g· in Charleston~ 
N. 1 I., was taken pri~oner "·ith th is ,vifc ~1nd 
children. ?\Jn;. \:Villard ,v:ts sistt!r to 11rs. John­
son, th<! f~unous Indian capti\'e, and daughter of 
Lieut. 4Moses \-Villard', ,vho ,va~ killed bv In-., 

dians,June 18, 1756. Joseph w:.1s a posthurnous 
so11, bCJrn nbout three inonths nftcr his father·s 
death. 

6. 1F1tANc1_s \V11-1.uu<.iHUYc;. dde~t sun of Joseph. 
2nd and Huldah; n1arriccl Deborah Blood, in 
Charleston, N. I-I., Dcccn1hcr ·3, I 772. 
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7. 1S.AL!\·roN7, son of I◄"rancis \Villoughby and 
Deborah, \VHS born in Charleston, N. lI., )Jay 13. 
17S6; n1arrie<l, July 19, 1Sr2. Philena Parker 
(born at Chester, ,~ ~nnunt: J.u1u:11·y· 9, 1793). 
1-Ie died at Cuba, .. Alh:gany county. N. y·_, Scp­
tem l>er 17, 1S.54. Philcna, his \-vifc, died at Cuba: 
N. l.-., .August 29, 1SG . .J-, 'fhe_y lta,l six chi.ldn:n: 
IIarrict l\Iiranda, L()rn fu]y 23. 1813; Fanny 
1\-faria, born July 23. 1Sr5, died Septc111bcr 4, 
1S68; (Jcorge \Vashington, born October 10, 

1819, c.lied February 26, I S6G; J an1cs .1\lexander, 

boru October 13, 1822= died June 3, 1874; Phi]ena 
Elizabeth, horn i\pri] 19, IS.! 5, died Scptc1nber 
9= I 8.;J.9 ; J)uston I I ornan. horn l)eccn1 her ::!J: 

1832. 

S. IJ)t 1!,T('N l lo,t.-\:\'. third :-.on uf ~:il11h>11 ;tnd 

l'hilc11~1; lior11 :1t ('Lirc.·111,,ni. I\. 11., I h-1.~e1nher 
..!3, 1.S_:;z; 111:irrit:d. in ~L1riett:1, Ohio, Ntivcmhcr 
2-h 1857, Eliza \V:dle11 Stccce, born at l\lt. \ 1er­
non l◄'urnacc, Decatur to\\·nshi p1 La wrcnce county, 
Ohio, September 23, 1S35. She was the daughter 
of. Ccorge and 1.f a ry ( B11 rkett) Skc:cc. 

9. 1C1!AIU .. ES · PAH KEI~!\ fir.st !-5011 of l)uston 
lloman and Eliza \Vallen, ,vas horn in .%,1ues­
villc, Ohio, 1viarch r 1, 1859, on North 'J.'hird 

street, n. c. corner of Fountain alley. 


