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THE-- WILCOX F ... UIILY. 

IT s~ms_ th~ ,v_illiam ,vilcox, of Cambridge, wh~ ~ed Xov .. 28, 
16a3, m his will dated two days before (REG. xvi. ·, 6), mentions 

hi, wife then sick. ( See appendix C.) From the Rev. Lucius R. 
Piige I learn that William ,vncox m. llary Powell, Jan. 22, 1650. 

On our Boston recorw (RE&. xi. 200) I find "Jacob Elliot was 
m; rryed to llary 1\"'"ilcoc¼, widow, 9 : 11 : 54 : by Capt. Humphrey 
.Atherton." 

' I 

-~avage indeed writes: "1Vilcox, John, Dorchester, whose young 
wipowm. 9 Jan'y, 165~5, Jacob Eliot." But in this he was clearly 
wrong. On the Dorchester records (~IS. ~ol. i. pp. 135, 141) it 
seems indeed, that a John ,Yilcox was in the spring of 16Gl and of 
lt~62, twice appointed a fence viewer. He m. widow }.lary Farns­
worth., nnd deedd land in 1661 and 1665. But this pro,es too much, 

· for this John did not have a ·widow si..."'t vears before. I find no other ., 

Jo .n Wilcox in Dorchester, and thia John was certainly the )Iid<llc-
. tO'\\'"n man. ,,"'."' e must look elsewhere for Eliot's ,vife. 

:It seems therefore almost Cf\rtain that Jacob Elliot, Jr.'s wife was 
}le1.ry, widow of ,Y"illiam '\Y"ilcox, of CambriJge; since she was a 
widow and the only one we know of. 

r~aving out of sight some early settlers of the name in Rhode 
IsltIDd, we find that there was a John ,vilcox, of Hartford (llinman, . 
first ed. 98), surveyor of highways 1642 and 16-!4, juror 1645, 
called senior in 1648 (Trumbull's Conn. Rec. i. 172), ~electman in 
16l 9. He must have died before Oct., 1666, when his widow 

· ma ~es her will. 
Jlis widow llary's will was dated Oct. 4, 1666 : she mentions 

dah. Ann Hall, cousin (i.e. grand-child) Sarah Long, son John 
Bi,1well. An abstract of this and other papers will be found in 
,1ppend.ix A. 
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Tie Wilcoz Family. 

It is evident as the father is ca.lled John, Sen., in 1648, that he 
- I 

then bad a son John, Jr., 0£ a.dult "oo-e, and we identify this latter w~th 

JoJJN Wn.oox, of Hartford, who m., first, Sarah, dau. of Williruu 
Wadsworth, ~pt. 17, 16-16, and had: 

L Sarah, b.-Oci. 3, 1648.. 

His wife dying, he m., second, January 18, 1650, Catheri·ae 
Stoughton, moved to lliddletown, and had seyeral children, yiz. ~ 

ii. John, b. Oet. 29, 1650 ; d. before his father. 
iii. Thomas, d. before his futher. 
iv. Mary, b. Nov. 13, 165-1; d. befo~ her father. 
v. l.srsel, b. June 19, 1656. 
n. Samuel, b. No1:. · 9, 1658. 

-
~ife dying, hem., thinl, liary, 1 widow of Joseph Famswort h, 

of Dorchester; before that, widow of-- Long, who died in 167 '--• 

He m., fourth,. Esther, dau. of William Cornwell, and had: 

vii. Ephraim, b. July 9, 1672. 
viii. Esther, b. Dee. 9, 1673. 
ix. Mary, b. llarch 2-i, I 676. 

He d. liay 2-l, 1676. )larch 1, 1676-7 (Co. Court Rec. ii~-
161), the court ordered distribution. On the inventory ( 409 L., !'ti. 
4) it is noted: "The children o{the deceased are, Sarah Long, near 
28-years·old; Israel, 20 year old; Samo.el, Xov. 9, '76, 18 y• ur 
old; Ephraim, 4 Y!ar ol<l 9 July, 1676; lle$tcr, 2 years old D. -c. 
the last, 1675; liary wa.s born the 9, 1675-6." 

These dates ~«TI"ee generaily with the births as above recorded • 
. 

A..lliN (Wrr.co:x) li.\LL. It is stated in the " ... etmore genealog :y, 
apparently from the ~Iiddle~own records, that ~ .... \nn, wife of Jo-:1n 
Hall and daughter of John ,vilcockc, tlie<l July 20, 1673, aged 
about 57." She was of cotll"8e the <laughter of John ,vi1cox, Sc-n. 
Her husband was John Hall, Jr., son of John of IIartfordand ::\Ii<l<lje­
town, who had li,ed in Xew-Englttnd 40 yea~ bctore his death in 1 GT 3. 

Sa"\"'age indeed doubts if she n1ight not be a second wife of John 
Hall, Sen.; but this is impos5ible. First, as John IIall, Sen., <lied 
}lay 26, 1673, ..c\nne would h..1.YC' been called hi:3 ,~-i<low, not his 
wife, two months later. _ · 

Again, John Hall, Sen.'s will <lated )lay 14, 1673, as copied by 
Mr. Trumbull, mentions son Richar<l IIall ant.l hi~ children, son Join 

1 n,, proofs or this marriage are amply ~t forth in Appendix I>. 
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Hal I, children of daughter Sarah W etmer, deceased, son Thomas 
Wei :mer ; · gives 10 shil. towards a school ; and gi yes the remainder 
-?f-h is estate to son Samuel Hall and hfa heirs. 

P .ut he mentions no wife, and it is incredible that he should have 
bad . one living· but unnoticed. 

We do not doubt then that the "'.A.ii llaul" mentioned by the ,Yidow 
of John Wilcox, Sen., as her daughter, "·as .. Anne, wif~ of John 
ffi ill, Jr., and sister-in-law of Sarah Hall, wife of Thomas ,'\"'hit-. 
me ,re, of Hartford, ancestor of the W etmorcs of,this country. 

It is a coincidence certainly that whil::~t John ,vilcox, Sen., of 
11 iddletown, h~d a <lau. Ann who n1. John Ila1l, Jr., of that place 
(sister-in-law of Sar-dh, wife of Thoma.:, ,vhitmore), the Cambridge 
"'\\ ""illiam T\""'ilcox mentions in his will a si:5ter, the ,vidow IIall, whose 
children were ·1\~illiam and Susan. " ... e identity her with the wi<low 
ll ary Hall, of Cambridge, who had children John, Susanna~ Stephen, 
"'-illiam, lla~y, Hannah and Lydia. 

It is curious that John Wilcox, Sen., ha<l a <lau .. A.nn Hall, and 
William 1V"ilcox a sister ~f ary llall ; but this may point to some con­
nection in England between John ~nd ,, ... illiam ,Yilcox, and between 
tho Halls of ~Iiddletown and the Ilalls of Ca1nbriuge. . 

Francis ,,hitmore, of Cambridge, is n1entioneu by ,villian1 ,, ... ilcox 
as one in his tt family meeting." Xow believing a:3 we do that Jacob 
Eliot, Jr., m. the ·widow ,Yilcox, it is to be noted that Dea. John 
W_hitmore ( son of Franci~) m. Rachel, dau. of Franci:S Eliot, own 
cousin to Jacob E., Jr., and ~\bigaii ,, ... hitrnorc, si~ter of Dea. John, 
m. Samuel 1\-... ilcox, of ~Iid<lletown, son of John ,v., Jr. ..Again, 
lfaryStoughton, niece of John \Yilcox, Jr., an<l sister of the ·wife of 
Satnuel Farnsworth, m. John r:Iiot, gran<l~on of the Rev. John E., 
an<l cou-,in once-removed to Jacob, Jr., and to Rachel Eliot. 

Although there ,vas no known relation between Thof!laS ,, ... hitmore, 
of lii<l<llctown, and Franci~ ,Yhitn1ore, of Can1bri<lge, it i~ sotnc­
what strange that Francis's ol<lc:3t son, Franci8, Jr., went to :llid<llc­
tol,-n, as did two of his daughters, ,,·ho n1. rc5pcctive!y Daniel 
ll1rkham and Samuel ,Yilcox. But if the ~Iid(.lletown ,va~oxc:5, 
H.11:~ and ,Vhitmorcs were relative~ of the Cainhri<lge ,,rilcoxeB, 
Bdls and ,\~hitmores, then such a ren1oval woul<l he natural. These 
coi-icidences, ad<led to the cro::s:5-marriages and the Eliot connections, 
8eim to go far to render such reiationships highly probable. 



Ti~ Wilen Family. 

Leicestershire is hounded by the counties east hy Lincoln . ~.nu 
Rutland, south by Northampton, west by ,varwick and Derby (!~taf­
£ord almost touching it), north by X ottingham. 

It is worthy of notice that the -vi:,itation of Leicestershire ment ions 
the following families, giving pe<ligrees thereof, ,·iz. : ,,:"'ilcot ~ks, 
Hastings, Fox, and IIall, rcnucring it desirable to exan,ine the re­
cords of that county first, in or<ler to finu the origin of these coloni:- ts. 

William ,Vilcox, of Ca.n1bridgc, mentions particularly the son of 
the Rev. Thomas Shepard, ~ for who~e f.lthcr'.5 sake I cannot for get 
him." This clergyman was horn at Towce.ster, near Xortlw1npt1 .)n, 
in the county of that nan1e; Xov. 5, ltj05; ,vent to Em!nanucl Cul­
lege, Can1bridge, in 1620; was a lecturer of Earle~-colne, co. E~sc x ; 
then lived at Butterchrome, co.-York, at Sir Richar<l Darley's hou~;c; 
then went to X orthun1bcrlan<l ; sailc<l from llarwich in 1 (i3-!, "·as 
driven back by a storm, an<l livc<l at Eastwick, co. Xorfolk; rce !11-
barked anua1Ti\·e<l in Xcw-Englancl, Oct. 3, 1G35. Ile was settle<l in 
Cambridge, lfa.s5., till he die<l·, .. lug. 25, IG-U). ,,,..ilcox may 1nc-·an 
by his words only such acquaintance a~ he had ha<l with Sh('pard in Crin1-

bridge here, or he ~ay rtfcr to s01ne knowlc~gc of hirn in Engla.nd .. 

APPEXDIX .A. 

The follo,ving copies of wi!h, and papers on record at IIartf t)r<l 
ha.ve been most kindly 1nade for me by J. I-Ian1mon<l Trun1bull, I~-~q. 

(Original on file. Recor<lc<l Prob. Rec. iii. 61.1 
--

WILL, Oct. 4, 1666, of .Jlary lf~ilcuck, widow, of llartfonl. 
To cousin Sarah Long, two pewter platters. To daughter .. An lle!ul, 
40 shil. and be:5t feather pillow. .All utL.cr estate, after <lcLts p:iid, 
and tt char!l'es about m\· co1nh .. buriall bcin!Y ui:5char<rcd," to luvinz '"""' ., .. e ::, ...., 

son John Bidu;ell, who id made sole executor. Dea. llutlcr :tn<l 

James Ensing intreatecl to be over:3CCr~. 

witnesees, 
Signed ( by inr.rk of) lunY ,Y ILCO':;K. 

RicharJ Butler, 
James Ensing. 

Adm. granted )Ich. 4, 1668-9-in,·ent_ury, £40. 
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"Pr Mr Samu Willys Capt. Jn° Taic:---': Lt. Jn° Allyn 

.. Octob" 29: 67. Upon y• motion of Deacon Butler in behalf of 
t1e V/iddow ,vilcox, the _Assista doc see cause to order that John 
,ViletJx doe pay unto his mother the said \Vi<lclow ,v·ncox or her _.\s­
signes six pounds a year in wheat and pease at price currant to be 
paid in Hartfurd where she or they 8hall appoint, ,vhich is in lieu of 
what he is engaged to pay unto her by his fitther\; will. .A.nd ye said 
John ,vilcox is to possess an<l enioy·thc old house, the clossct, anti 
y• fri:nit of y• Orchyar<l which by ye will of her husband she should 
pos~ess, but thro,v weakness is disabled_ for continucing in ye house 
to p ossesse it alon_e. The magestrate5 doe also <lctcrmine that ,-..hat 
r~n( is to Le paid for ye hou~e and orchyar<l by the J ewes ,vho have 
lived in it thi8 year past, that it be paid to ye ~aitl ,rid<low ." 

[Quarter Court Record~, iii. 69.] 

A Countv Court at Ilartfurd, )larch 5, 16G7-G8 . ., . 

"'Upon the n1otion of Deacon Richard Ilutler ~~ James Ensing, 
that some cour8e might he taken that some might be irnpowcretl to 
dieE,pose pf the ,Yi<low ,rillcox & her e~tate to the best a{h·antage, 
that there might be some con1fortahle satisf.'lction nm.de to tho5c that 
shr Lli entertcin her as lon::r a8 her estate will afoar<l it, thi:5 Court re-
~ ~ . . 

rc1 -rs the whole matter ·to the pru<lent management of the say<l Dutier 
d; Ensigne & doe hereby in1power thenJ to act in it.''-. [Ibid, p. 76. J 

... .\PPEXDIX B. 

J<r>hn ,vilcox, of IIartfur,d an<l :\Iiddletown, had for hi8 first wife 
Sarah ,v ad::;worth, an<l her sister m. Thoma:5 Stou~hton, Jr. ,rilcox. 
m., second, Catherine Stoughton, si~tcr of Thomas S. an<l <lau. of 

. . 
the ~Choma.~ Stoughton, Sen., who went frt>IU Dorehcster to \\~indsor. 
Catherine had many relatives living in Dorchrstcr, and her Jn~t child 
was.born in XoY., 1638. Probably she <lied soon after, an<l John 
Wilcox m .. a third ,vife )Iary, ,vho diul in. 1 f; 71. 
· , .. t e find at Dorche.5tcr a John \Yilcox, who wa~ fence viewer' in 

16~1, ltiG2 (Dorchc:5tcr Ilcc. :\I:-5. n.1I. i. pp. 131. 1-11); an<l on Suff. 
Det,-<ls vii. 296, April 24, loGl, a <lcc<l fro1n ,John ,rilcox, of D., 
and l!ary his wife, executrix of the will of ,J o:5cph Farnsworth, to 
Willi:1m Pond. ...i\l:30 ( Suff. Dccus xi. 3t,9), )[arch 17, 1 liG'4--5, 
deed of same John and )fury ,Vilcox, to Smnuel Rigbcc. 

In the REGISTER, ix. 140, is tlic will of J oscph Fan1sworth above 
ciu·d, made Jan. 2, 1659, speaking of hi.:, wife )lary ~ au<l her two 



6 ne Wilcoz Family. 

children by a former husband, viz., Joseph Long and Thomas_ ... ong. 
Joseph Farnsworth seems to have had a son Samuel Famswor'_h, by, 
this \\ife Mary, though he had other children, doubtless by a iormt!r 
wife. 

On file at Hartford is the ,v-ill dated .. A.prii 3, 1671, of .Jiar:y,: wife 
of John Wilco:c, of lli<ldletown, "declared by word of moqth." 
Gives to her son, Sarnuel Ferns·lcorth, £10 stg., out of her lan.<l in 
the great lot at Dorchester. - Remainder of the lot to h<:r husband, 
John "\"\~ilcox. To her son, Joseph Long, the bill she had of him 
for land bought of her. tt ,,~hite was coat an<l red tammy coat~, to 
Mary -Willcox. To Sara/1, Long, her feather be<l and bolster 
which is at Hartford in her house already, her ~, cloath ·wa:5coat n·ith 
the great 8ilver lace, an<l a petty coate." Freely resigns to her hus­
band, J. ,,?., his estate which was n1ortgage<l to her. Desires that 
£10 given her son, Samuel Fernsworth, should be pai<l to her fri,,:Tl<l, 
Capt. Hopestill Foster, of Dorche:5tcr, to be kept tiil he come of age. 
Witness.ed by John Hall an<l .Anne IIall. 

John "\Vil~cox owne<l in court, Sept. 7, 1671, that he gave his, Yife 
liberty to make her will. · 

These documents of course prove that John ,vilcox, of ~I:<l<lle­
town, was the Dorche5tcr man,. an<l that hi~ third wife w:is the ,•.:i<lo,,r 
Long-Farnsworth. I think it also certain that hi:5 step-son, Thoniai:, 

Long, married Sarah ,vacox, dau. of John ,v. by hi:; first wife. 
Such intermarriages are con1n1on an<l natural. Sarah Long, h<>rn in 
1648, is reckoned _an1ong John ,Yilcox'8 children, ju.5t where hi:3 
oldest dau. Sarah n-·oul<l be; no other stcp-chii<.lren are so reckoned, 

and we may be sure Sarah ,,~ilcox ha<l n1arric<l a Long. Savage 
records a Thomas Long,.of llartfur<l, lfiG~>, and we kno,v not who - . 

he was, unless he WTts John \rilcox:'s step-son. ,y c conclude there-
fore that Thomas 1--'ong married hi:5 stcp-~istcr Sarah ,rilcox. _ 

.Again, Sam~cl Farnswor!h, an_othcr step-~on of John ,Yilcox. m. 
in 1677, llary, dau. of Thomas Stoughton, Jr., a girl <loubiy a 
cousin to the chil<lren of ,,?ilcox, ,vith whorn :Farn~worth ha<l 
been brought up. This may serve to indicate that the ruj · xed 
households, of which John 1rilcox wa-8 the head, lived in hann ony 
and accord. 
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APPENDIX c. . 
The : will is as follows : 

. I, ~Villiam Wilcockes of Cambridge, although \\·eake in Body, 
"yet of' sound ~ind~ make thi::; my last wil_l. Just debts be Sattisfied, 
and ftie remainder ·of my estate, my wife shall have the u~e thereof 
durei ng the time of her ·widowhood, and when it Ehall please the 
Lord to change her Condition, by marriage, or by death, whether 
shall first happen, my will is, that my estate shalbe thus <lividc<l ; to 
my dear pastor, J.l[r. J.Iichell, I give £5'!' to Elder Frost, £4, to n1y 
Couz en John JVoodes, £10. To my Loving Brethren that were of 
my fiunily meeting, vizt. Rog,.. Bancroft, Jn°. I-Iasting, Tho. P"'ox, 
Wilt iam. Patten and Francis lVhitmore, I give 20• a peece; to 1ny 
sister, the JVidou, Hall, 20'. and to her sonne H·'"/llirnn, and 
daugl 1ter Susan, I give 20' a peece ; to my honest Bro. Riclla1·d 
Fra1 tcis, I give 20 11

, 1.n<l to my Bro. Jn. 0
• Taylor, I give 40:f; to 

Tho. Shepard ( for ·whose fathers sake I cannot forget hin1) I give 
£5, and the remainder of mv estate 111v ,vill is, that it shall be thus ., ., 
divided; to my wife, in case the Lorcl <loth lengthen out her lifo so 
that shee doth againe chang her condition by n1ariage, my ,vill is that 
shee shall have the one halfc thereof; and in ca~e the Lor<l shall take 
her &.way eyther before shee Recover of this present sicknes which is 
now µpon her, or before her n1ariage, my ,vill is, that ~hec shall then 
dispose and have to her Gse only one fourth part of the rcmain<ler 
of ~Yi estate, after my debts '-~ lcgacie.s are fir~t pay<l, and the rc­
ma1ntfer of n1y estate I give to 1ny sisters Chil<lrcn in old Englan<l, 
to be ~qually divided between then1, who ,vere the Chi!c.lrcn of my 
dearc '.sister Chri.jtian Boyden. [Boid en in ori~. will.] I annovnt I ,_ 1 1. • 

for niy Executors~ my LoYing "·ife an<l Tho: .Danfortlt, whozn I <lo 
desir~ to see this my will fulfilled. . 

26,- 9 mo. 1653. per me ,, ... ILLLUI ,YILCOCKS 

,ritness 
Tho. ~righam his marke, .A .. nne !lastings, Tho. Danforth. 

I 

Ent-ered and recorded 22. 3 n10. 165-!. Jany 3, lfiJ3-!, depo­
sitions made. Inventory 22. 10 mo. 1653-<lepo:,ition 3. 11 mo. 
1653,: 

By the kindness of )Ir. Thorna8 B. ,, .... vman, I learn that the fol-. 
lowin~ memoranda is on the original will, both being in Danforth"d 
hand-;writin er : 

0 

Due to Bro " ... ilcockes in Barbados 
lir Collin~ 

Sewall's bills left in the hand" of .. -\.nthonv Lane 
~Ir C-ollins and hi~ wife to write to Cant ~I idt.ileton &c 
Due to Br ,Yilcocks in X. E from E<l w ... -Ulen in Booton 
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Joo Smith 
Mr Scott 
Sugar at Capt N ortons 
Goodm Jones 

Longhome for Tho Danforth 
-Sen_t to Barbados by J no Th rumble 

4 firkins Butter to Anthonv Lane 
,; 

4 plowes &c to Chr1Stophe Line 
Bro \V Dr to ~Ir Tanner 

Geo Chinery 
Edw H utchin8on · 

I gh·e to J no l\"". oo<les, )Ir )!itch ell Br Patten 
ffranc : ,,-rhitmore Rogr Bancroft, widow llall 
Jno Ha.s~ings Tho Fox 209 a peese in Sugr 
to Ri Frances, Jno Taylor Eh.Ir Frost, Tho 
Shepard ,vm & Susan Ilall 101 a pcecc. 

Here Thomas Danforth, overseer of ,vaco~k's will, calls him Bro. 
W. This may be only as a br~ther in the church. Ile was sqn of 
Nicholas Danforth, of Framlingham, co. Suff., and 1narried )!ary 
,vithington, of Dorche~ter, in 164-!. Iler brother, Richar<l "\\\th­
ington, m. before 1650 Elizabeth, <lau. of l~hilip Eliot. ..A.nothcr 
coincidence of Eliots. 

It is to be a<l<lcd that I have fitilc<l to trace any lan<l to 1rpcox. 
Perhaps he O\'rne<l none, but hclJ per.sonal property only. Oth~:rwi~e 
it is difficult to sec what bccan1e of the lan<l, since either the Do:y<lcns 
or Eliots (if the ?;iJow m. Jacob Eliot, jun.) would have <li8t>ose<l 
of it some time. 


