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_J amcs Whittan purchased property in Mannington the latt~r 
part of the seventeenth century, adjoining lands of Richard 
W oodnutt on the west, lands of Wheoe by on the e~st. He and 
his wife, -Sarah Whittan, had two children-Ann, their daugh­
ter, was born in 17 07, and their son, Joseph ,vhittan, was born 
in 1109 ; he died a minor. . 

James N evell and Ric~~rd Tindell died about the year 1703 
or 1704. Nevell was a lawyer, and acted as agent. for William 
Penn in disposing of his lands lyirig in Fenwick's tenth. It 
appears ·that Penn had implicit, confidence in his ability and 
integrity._ The settlements he made .with the _proprietor for 
lands he disposed of for him fully justify that opinion. Rich­
ard Tindell was considered in his time to be remarkably c<>rrect 
in _his surv_~ying and. in his· calculations ; so· much so, that I have 
been informed· the surveyors ,at tl1e present time have-no diffi­
culty in following the variut1s lines of the numerous tra_cts of 
land that he run~ and calculated _ more than o~e hundred and 
eighty' years ago. I call the· attention of the reader to_ one 
tract of meadow and swamp Richard Tindell re-surveyed by an 
order from .Tames Nevell in 1685, it being the town- marsh 
which was given by John Fenwick to the inhabitants of Salem 
town in 1676, and was surveyed ·by Richard·- Hancock the same 
year.; Some five or six--years ·ago th_e present owners·of said 
meadow ~greed to have a · general survey. of it again. _ They 
employed, Belford · Bonham, o1 Cnmp·erland county, . who · is 
c<;n:isidered one of- the. most co'.rrect· s11rveyqrs in this part-of -the 
State. The nun1ber of- acres that Belford made of tl1e ·meadow 
was about the same that Richard Tindell surveyed :one· hundred 
and eighty y~ars ~go,it_being 560 acres." After the dea~h of these 
two eminent men, N evell arid Tfndall, Jam.es Logan,th~ _f~ithfnl 
see1;,_et~ of Wil).iam Penn, took upon himself the 'task o~ dis-: 
pesing,:the_lands th~t b~longed to .. the proprietor_ within .tJie 
boundaries -_l>f Fenwic;k's ten~h~ He accordingly appoint~ 
Benj•min A.cton, Jr., .to Q:e ·his surveyor.· The ~aid· Benjan;iin 
Acton rc~ded in S_alem, on the property formerly belonging tQ 



his father. The property was on East Broadway, opposite 
Johnso~ street. Benjarnin A,~ton, Jr., built a large brick house 
on the lot of ground in 1727. The foundation is still remaining. 
George Rumsey repnilt it a fow years _ago. . 

. After s01newhat of a digression, I now come back to the 
Whittan family again in 1712. James· Log~n gave an order to 
Benjamin Acton to survey 100 acres of meadow for James 
Whittan, the said marsh being over the creek, opposite said 
Whittan's plantation, for which he pa.id £20 pounds, new cur­
rency. James Whittan, I think died in 1730, leaving his estate 
to his daughter, Ann Whittan. She married Benjamin Cripps, 
and their son, Whittan Cripps, became the- owner of the real 
estate of his n1other, Martha Huddy. 

William Cripps married and had two c-hildren-Benjamin 
and Mary. Mary married Peter Andrews. Ile was a native 
of Egg llarbor. Soon after their n1nrriage they purchased n. 
farm of Robert Johnson, being part of the Pledger property in 
Mannington. Clark Lippincott is the present o,vner. On that 
fnrm Peter and his wife 1·esided. Whilst they lived they had 
four children. 1,heir names were Clara, Martha, Isaac and 
Thomas Andrews. After the death of Peter Andrews his ,vidow 
and daughter, Cla1;a, lived in Salem. Both of them died there 
at an advanced age. Martha Andrew·s' husband was Willia1n 
Shonrds. 1,hey left four children-Rachel, Mary, Benjamin 
nnd W illia1n Shonrds. They all reside in Philadelphia except 
Rachel, her horne is in 1vionnt IIo11y. L,aac married the daugh­
ter of John W oodsidc, of J\Innnington. They subsequently 
remo·ved to the State of N e,v l~ ork, near Rochester. Thomas 
Andrc,vs, likc,vise, went to tho san1c neighborhood with his 
hrothcr. Ile, I belie,·c, studied hnv, and nfterward located hirn­
solf r,nd fan1ily in the Stntc of Michigan. Whittnn Cripps was 
considered above rnedioerity as to his native talent. At the 
hreaking ont of the ,var of the Atncrican Revolution he left the 
Society of Friends, of ,vhich lie ,vas horn a member, and devoted . 
nll his energies in assisting to carry it on in this part <;>f the · 
county, and nt the close of the I{evolntion he became an nctive 
politiGian as n nre1nbcr of the Rcpuhlicau party as it wus then 
called, but after,vards kno,vn as Jeffersonian Democrats and 
,vas considered to he the leader of that party in this county. 
Ile ,vas elected. t,vo or three tirnes in succession to the office of 
Sheriff. During his last term of office a la,v was passed by the 
Legislature of this State, prohibiting any person holding the 
office of Sheriff n1ore than one tern1 in succession, and his son, 
Benjamin Cripps, was chosen Sheriff at tho next election. · 



WiIITON, WHITTON, ,YHITTUN, or WHITTEN, ENOCH, Hingham, s. 
_of James of the same, m. 11 Jan. 1688, liary, d. of Stephen Lincoln of 
the same, had ~lary, b. 21 Sept. 1690, d. soon; ~Iary, again, 5 Nov. 
1692; Bethia, 30 .Jan. 1695; Abigail, 8 Sept. 1697 ; Enoch, 2;", Sept. 
1699; and 1\-Iargaret, 28 Jan. 1702; and d. 5 ~Iay 1714. lii~ will was 
of 29 ~ept. 1708, and his wid. d. 2 Oct. 1716. tlAltEs, Hingham 1648, 
by w. }Iary, d. of John Beal the first, m. 30 Dec. 1647, had Jame~, b. 
10, bapt. 15 Apr. 1649, d. next yr.; James, again, bapt. 13 July 1651; 
~Iattbew, 30 Oct. 1653 ; John, 16 Dec. I 655, d. young; David and 
,Jonathan, tw. b. 22 Feb. 1658,- both <l. in few wks.; Enoch~ 8 l\Iar. 
1650; Thomas, bapt. June 1662; and 1\Iary, 29 Apr. 1664. Ile was 
freem.1660. His w. d.12 Dec. 1696, and he d. 26 Apr.1710. l\Iary 
m. 3 Jan._ 1689, J5aac ,vilder. JAlIES, IIingham, s. of the prcce<l. by 
w. Abigail, had Hannah, b. 4 July 1678; James, 17 Feb. 1G80; ,John, 

1 Apr. 168l; ano. ch. 5 Sept. 1683, d. at 12 yrs.; San1ue], 12 Xov. 
168~; Joseph, 27 l\Iar. 1687 ; Judith, 6 l\Iay 1689 ; Rebecca, 6 Dec. 
1691 ; Benjamin 21 1\Iay 1693 ; and Solomon, 10 June 1 G!)5 ; and <l. 20 
Feb. 1725. ·His wid. d. 4 l\lay 17 40, aged 85. l\L\TT~E,v, llinglium, 



\titt~lttb~.--pre~ m. ~7 Dec~ 1677, De~rah, wid. of Daniel Howard, 
:,h.t>¥arr, b. 25 Sept. 1678-; John, 19_ Jan .. 1680; David, 5 June, 
:-1681; Matthew, 28 Nov~_ 1682; Eliz. 31 ·Mar •. 1685; Susanna, 14 Nov • 
. i&S6_;:Lydia, 2' Apr. 1693; and Isaac, 25 Mar.-1696; _and d. 22 July 
:112~. His wid. d. 19 Sept. 1729, aged 76. THOMAS, came in the 
Elizabeth and Ann from London, 1635, aged 36, Audry, 45, perba_ps his 
:w~l and_ 'Jeremy, 8 ; but where he ·sat· down is not heard. THOMAS, 

Hingham, youngest s. of the first James of the same, m. 26 Jan. 1690, 
Joanna ~ardner, wri_t. in rec. Garnett, ·wid. of Francis of th~ same,·.d. 
of Sainuel May of Roxbury, had Joanna, b. 27 Jan. 1691 ;,_Jael, 12 
·Feb._ l 693 ; Leah, 4 Apr. 1695 ; Thomas,. 1 Q Feb. 1698 ; RachE:l, 12· 
•j~y 17~9; Jonathan, 5 l\Iar. 1703; and Eleazer, 15 Nov. 1706, anci ·d·. 
i1' Sept. 1708. His wid. m.· 23 Mar •. 1711, Nathan Farr~nv. The 
souJlti of this name having its first syl. short or .long, at the whim• of 
some of the descend. who prefer. the long, easily slid into Whiting in· 
the fourth or :fifth generat. as they spread into various towns. 



· According to the accounts we have, men were much more 
easily excited in politics the latter part of the last century, dur­
ing the organization of the government, and party feeling ,vas 
more· acrirnonious than it has been since. It was during one ·of 
the strongly contested elections, Jacob Hufty was a candidate 
for the office·· of Sheriff on the Republican side. A person on 
the opposi~e side of politics-being at the polls at the time of 
voting, asked what Mr. Hufty done with his broad-axe, he being 
a ship carpenter. Whittan Cripps, who was ,vithin hearing, 
quickly ·said that Hufty had buried it under the walls of Qul:bec, 
wher~ ·13uch a coward as you dare not show his head. After 
Whittan's death the property in Mani;iipgton was left to his son, 
and he, not havi!_lg the 1nanagement of his father,became intox­
icated· wlth politics,- neglected his business, and it is said, became 
involved ~!l de]?t, and_ that. fine estate was put in ·:market. John · 
Denn that tim.~ followed his __ trade in Sale~, he bei~g ·a, hatter. 
By industry and frugality· he had_ accumulated a sufficient 
amount '?f m~ney to warrant him in_ buying it and~ in a few 
year~ he had; t4e property ·paid f°-r. · He was .--likewise ·one of 
the best meadow men _that· was ever· in this county. . .. . · 

Nathaniel and his wife, Grace Cripps, came to· America in· 
-1srs, -and ~settled in Bm·lington~ co11nty.- . By tradition he was 
th:e founder of Mount Holly. · N athan~el arid Grace .C1·ipps had _ 
six children-John, Benja1nin, Samuel, .Yir~ia, Theophla and. 
Hannah .A,nn Cripps. John,. the eldest son,·. matried rMary 
Eves, of ~addo,i!!eld. Be~jam\n, · the second . son, .. ·married. 
Mary Hough; their children y,ere Whit~n, wh~ µi ··1'1~9 ~~ ... 
ried :Martha /Huddy; John;· their second·. ~on·,. dJeci a minor; . 
Hannah ·Jinarri~d Sam11eI.- Mason,- of Mann:ingtQn, J~~ 1756,: son 
of Thome;s'. Mason, of the ija,me, place .. ·. Wbittan :Qripj?~. aiid-.-~.is 
wife se~~led on the landed estate of his ~·t-upcle, Ja~es Wh_it.· 
tan~ .m.·~-4,w.er Mannlngton,;Salem. county ... · He ~d -!ili(~wife 
h~ -_'tj9··,Y.~hildrcn~B~nja~in· l\nd· .1\fary;,_ Orip~~\: __ Berijat¢n 
m9tmed -~he da~ghter oi f9ter ga~ne:r; ~ .. ~Tpi>f?r :fl~nii~a-+-'1~·, · 
and M~y n.uu·ried Peter Andr~~s, a· ~atlvt, of'. ~gg Har~~· 




