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ROSE HILL. 

w ATT (WATTS) :MANSION, IN EDIJHBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
Memorandum of GEORGE E. BISSELL, Sculptor, made during his 

visit to Edinb~rgb, in 1893. 

Two citizens, a groceryman, by name David Crockett, 
with store on corner of Morrison and North Grove Streets, 
which he had occupied f c,rty years, and the proprietor of a 
liquor store on corner of Morrison Street and the corner of 
street opposite the entrance of Maiqand Street, on :Morrison 
Street, said that the lot now occupied by the Caledonian 
R. R. Co., for a coal yard, was the location of the Watts 
mansion, which they both remembe!'ed as a large square 
house painted yellow, with rows of windows all around, and 
said the last occupan.~ was ~n Irishman, by name of Burns, 
who was preceded by a clergyman-they could not re­
member when the clergyman had :first occupied it. The 
house had been destroyed a number of years (:fifteen years 
about). It was on the south side of :Morrison Street, and 
perhaps three hundred feet west of corner of North Grove 
Street. The ground slopes north and west, into the valley 
which further to the east passes north of the Castle. 

Robert Watts, who came to this country just two 
hundred years ago, was the son of John Watt of Rose Hill, 
whose daughter married Sir Walter Riddel: Baronet. In 
'' Burke's Peerage " he is called John Watt of Rose Hill, 
from a small seat then near Edinburgh [referred to in the 
statements of residents to George E. Bissell]; now it is stated 
(1878 ?) the site is embraced within the city limits. 

He [this John Watt of Rose Hill] bad three son_s and two 
daughters. Two sons died unmarried; the third, Robert, 
married, came out to New York. One daughter, :Margaret, 
died unmarried. Of the other two, one married Sir Walter 
Riddel, Bart., and Alice married Mr. Calderwood, Lord 
Galton of the Sessions. 

Robert was in Scotland in 1724 (?), shortly after he left 
it forever. 

The Watt family must have been of the highest posi­
tion in Edin burgh to marry as well as they did ; and if the 
sons who remained in Scotland died unmarried and almost 
all of the Watt males who remained in Scotland died un­
married, Rose Hill may have paJt'led into the family of 
Riddell, or of Scott of Fife, or of Lord Galton. If such 
was the case the transmission of the title of the propertv 
must have occurred over one hundred years ago, at latest. 
There was no w~tt of my [J. W. de P.'s] family, male 
or female, after 1785 [in Scotland]. and, consequently, 
whatever is found relating to the Watt ownership of Rose 
Hill, must be found prior to about 1785. 

Coniin?1ed on page 3 Qf Cover. 





GontinueJ, from page 2 of Cover. 

"Ro~E HrLL," according to a response from Scotla:::id, 
about thirty-five years ago, in relation thereto, "is an old 
estate, or district, about one mile west from Edin burgh on 
the old Glasgow road~ where Gardner's Crescent and several 
large churches are built. The Caledonian Railway passes 
througb it. There are two places, or one-sided streets, both 
·called 'Rosehill Place.' When Gardner's Crescent is men­
tioned in the Edinburgh Directory, it is called 'Gardner's 
Crescent, Rose Hill,' denoting the district or country; but 
it is nearly all built over and must be very valuable property 
to the proprietors. Grove Street is also part of it, the Canal 
Basin is on it, and Union Canal passes through it. There 
are several places called 'Rosebank' and 'Rose Crescent' 
in the vicinity. It is near Delay House. It was a beautiful 
place ~efore it was built over. I remember it nearly fifty 
years since myself. 

"Rosehill House described in this paper is about 2,000 
feet south-west of the Castle, and just north-east of Grove 
Square, and about 2,000 feet west by south of the Grass­
market. * * * 

" Rose Hill House is still standing and in very good 
repair, although likely to be pulled down in two or three 
years to make room for new houses. It is on the left hand 
side of Tobago Street, as you go west from the Canal Basin 
to the Haymarket station of the Caledonian Railway, a little 
bit past Grove street. It is a large square building, sixty 
feet square [plastered], yellow [ dull ochre], harled [ mottled], 
within a gate. It is three stories high, four windows in a 
row on every floor to the front, witli a belt of stone above 
the under windows. The semi-circle or half round projec­
tion ha-s a splendid view to the west, and has windows on 
each floor. The windows are a good distance from each 
other, on the old-fashioned plan. A modern house of the 
same size would have twice as many windows. It has a 
flattish slated roof. There are very large grounds connected 
with it; the gardens have been let to a market gardener for 
many years, but the greater portion of the grounds have 
been used as a coal-depot by the Caledonian Railway Com­
pany. The house is occupied by 1\-Ir. Burn, coal merchant, 
-although too large for any ordinary family. 

'' There is [ another l good old house called ' Rose Hall' 
on the old Dalkeith road [ at the] head of Blackett place ; 
but Edinburgh has extended so much and been built over, 
and the old names are altered and forgotten. 

'' There is also a place called 'Rosehill ' or ' The Hermit­
age' at Frithfield, near the Baths, East End, Leith Links." 





ERRATA. 

Page 3, line 13.-For "Olquinmutas," read: 1Equanimi­
tas. This was the most stupid error possible, for a 
writer copying for the printer from an original draft, 
in which the original word was clearly written. 

Page 3, concluding lines.-Here Albert Welles confounded 
persons and dates. 

Page 4, lines 1 and 2.-See l\ilrs. Lamb's "New York," Vol. 
II., p. 66. 

Page 7, line 1.-After '' Oriskany" insert : Where he re­
ceived several terrible wounds supposed to be mortal, 
by one of which he lost bis leg. See Hoffman's "Grey­
slaer," Mrs. Bowney's "Legacy of Historical Glean­
ings," and other historical works and romances on the 
Revolutionary operations in the l\iohawk Valley, New 
York. 

Page 7, paragraph 9.-After conduding word, "marriage," 
insert: She had a lovely little son, whose portrait, 
painted by Sir Thomas Lawrence, General J. Watts de 
Peyster gave, in 1896, to the Leake and Watts Orphan 
House. This correction refers as well to page 26, }!rs. 
:Margaret Watts Leake. 

Page 7, line 16. -After '' 171 O" insert : He was in New York 
at a much earlier date, but returned to Scotland. 

Page 9, line 9.-Insert: The motto of the Watt arms ex­
presses the idea of concrete manliness, and the famHy 
have always lived up to it. "Fo-rti wn deficit telum." 
The English, or rather the Scotch version is, "A willing 
hand never l,acked weapon." 

Page 10, last line but one.-Insert : When she was 73 years 
of age. 

Page 11, paragraph 4 -After'' page 8," insert: Born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, 19th November, 1789, died in 
New York, 3d January, 1862. 

Page 12, paragraph 3, line 10.-After "living," insert: (1898). 
Page 12, last line.-Insert: Westchester County. 
Page 13, line 23.-Insert : (Portrait in l\ilrs. Lamb's " New 

York," Vol. II., page 712.) 
Page 13, line 7 from bottom.-After "1749," insert: Old 

style. 
Page 13, 5th line from bottom. - After '' 1836," insert : 

New style. 
Page 14, line 7.-After "apartments," read: Through a win­

dow opening from a platform of the spacious oak stair­
case, by a bridge, thrown over a narrow alley or open 
space between the south wall of No. 3 and the north 
wall of No. 1 Broadway, into the second story of the 
latter. 

Page 14, line 11.-After '' piazza," insert: With a projec­
tion shaped like a T, the stem or perpendicular pro­
jecting towards the west and sandy beach, then on the 
east side of Greenwich Street. 

Page 14, line 19.-For "June," read: January. 
Page 15, line 5.-A.fter "de Lancey,'' read: Of the Mills, 

Westchester- County, New York. 
Page 32.-After "church on some street near Third Ave­

nue:" A church named Rose Hill :Methodist Church. 
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JoHX \V A.TTS DE PEYSTER, .:\'l. F. S. N. Y., 
LL.D., Litt. D., A. l\I., &c. 

Paragraphs within [ J by .J. \Y. de P. 

Hon. tTOI-IN ,v ATTS (I.) 
\Vas one of the 1110s t pron1inent and effieien t of 
the gentle1nen ·who founded the Xe"· York 
Society Library, in the year 1753, and ,vas 
chosen 011e of the t'welve trustees. The sixth 
gentle111an on the first Board of Trustees at the 
;neeting held on 7th May, 1754, ,vas the JI 011. 
John Watts. His nan1e is the first a1nong the 
corporators and on the charter granted by King 
George III. to the Society Library, anno 1772, 
,vhich charter he had been the rnost actiYe and 
efficient to procure. 

He ,vas born in N e-w 1'.~ ork, 5th April, 1715, 
o. s. He ,vas ve1·y precocious fi·o1n childhood ; 
and, as soon as old enough, ·was sent abroad to 
co1npl~te a finished education, and becau1e one 
of the 111ost erniuent la,vyers in the country. 

In the year 1752 he was one_of the ::Ofen1bers 
of Asse111 bly for the State of N e·w York ; and, 
w·ith his colleagues, DaYid Jones, John Thon1as, 
Paul Richards. vVillia111 "\\Talton and Henrv , u 

Cruger, \\"as appointed to defi~11<.l Ne,v York 
against both N ew·Han1pshire and ~Iassachusetts, 
to settle the lJou1Hlarv liue 1etweeu those States . ., 
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In the year 1747, Nove1nber 13th, he bought 
the "Rose Hill" farm, of about one hundred 
and thirty acres, bounded on the south by what 
is now 21st Street, on the east by the East 
River, and reaching over "rhat is now lfadison 
Square - ·which locality ·was then a pond of 
water, affording skating facilities iu ,vinter. It 
stretched along the Post Road a considerable 
distance to the north. It was na1ned fro1n the 
ancestral estate of the Watts fa111ily in Scotland, 
near Edinburgh. A handso1ne n1ansion house 
rose upon a prominent site, from ,vhich a broad 
avenue lined with graceful ehns extended west­
erly to the Post Road-the gateway being at 
about the present corner of 28th Street and 
Fourth Avenue. He purchased this property 
from [his brother-in-law J Lieutenant-Governor 
James de Lancey, then Chief Justice and origi­
nally a portion of the Stuyvesant farm. 

It w·as a charming nook, and, during its oc­
cupancy by the family in the sum1ner ti1ne, ,vas 
the favorite resort of the gay aristocracy of the 
metropolis, as John Watts and his stately wife 
[ Anne de Lancey J were so connected with the 
leading families as to hold an i1nportant place 
in society. 

In the year 1·752 the }Ierchants' Exchange 
was erected in the middle of Broad Street. It 
was the first public exchange ever erected in 
this city. The Corporation subscribed £100, 
and the rest of the money "ras raised by John 
Watts and others by private subscription. 

John Watts was a master of political econo­
my, a scholar of no ordinary attainments and a 
brilliant logician. His letters, "rhile on the 
Com1nittee of Correspondence, were among the 
:finest productions of that decade. His ready 
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mind could 1neet and soh·e knotty problen1s, 
and his sound judg1nent ·was invaluable in the 
straightening of crooked paths. He grew· con­
stantly in irnportauce, and ·was soon appointed 
to the Council (1758) and, in 111atters of 1110-

1nent, his advice ·was oftener sought by the 
Governor than that of any other u1ember of his 
august body. He possessed a re1narkably cheer­
ful te1nper, ,vhich no disappointn1ent could dis­
turb, and a brain full_ of resources. He was a 
perfect philosopher, as ,vas his son and name­
sake, of the Marcus .. A.urelius school, of ,vhich 
the motto ,v-as Olquinrnutas [ a word not to be 
found in any authorities exa1nined]. 

He ·was introduced into the King's Council 
in 1756, by the interest of Sir Charles Hardy, 
and continued therein until the Revolution dis­
solved the connection between the colonies and 
1nother country. 

In the yeai· 1762-3 he was attorney to his 
Excellency General ~Ionckton, late Governor of 
the Colony of New York. 

John Watts "·as one of the n1ost active and 
violent in his opposition to the fan1ous Stan1p 
Act of 1764, and his letters and speeches are 
quoted as being ~' polished, ,vi tty and sarcastic.'' 
He was probably one of the most influential 
1nen in N e-,v York in causing its repeal in the 
next year. 

'' With the first of April sunshine in the year 
17"76 carne General Israel Putna1n, the redoubt­
able hero of English and French adventure in 
the old colonial wars, having been sent forward 
by General W a~hington to command in N e-w 
1~ ork until his o,vn arrival. He took up his 
abode in the Kennedy mansion, No. 1 Broad­
way, ,vhich had been vacated by the ren1oval of 
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the [ owner aud builder's J fiuHily into New· 
Jersey. Sou1e of his officers quartered the1u­
selves teu1porarily in the vVatts 1uausion, 
adjoining the for111er city residence of the 
notable counsellor." 

A [ sensational] incident is related of the 
1nanner in "rhich the Hon. John Watts, Senior, 
being a staunch royalist, left the country at that 
tin1e. S01ne of his letters had been intercepted 
on their ·way to Eng-land on the 5th April, and 
read at one of the N e-w l'.~ ork coffee houses be­
fore a crowd of excited people, who became in­
furiated on the instant and surged about his 
1·esidence, threatening violence and destruction. 
Judge Robert R. Livingston (the father of the 
Chancellor), who lived just abo,·e on Broadway, 
,vas returning fro1n court, dressed in his scarlet 
robes, and, seeing the danger to his friend-for, 
ho·wever opposed politically, the t,vo great lead­
ers of opposing principles were at heart warmly 
attached to each other-he rnounted the steps 
of the Watts 1nansion, at the peril of his life, 
and waved his hand to the angry multitude, 
commanding silence. He ·was gifted in oratory 
and held the crowd spellbound ,vith his elo­
quence-taking the opportunity unseen to ,v his­
per directions for retiring Mr. ,v atts to a build­
ing on the rear; and continued hif; harangue 
until the rescue was completed, ,v hen he ·was 
escorted by the rioters to his o-wn house ,vith 
cheers. 

On. that night Counsellor Watts ,vas taken 
on board the Charlotte, a British 1nan-of-,·var, 
and shortly after"rard sailed for England. Be­
fore his departure, ho"rever, he clasped Judge 
Livingston in his arn1s, exclain1ing ·with pas­
sionate war1nth, ·~God .... t\..hnighty bless you, 



Robert, I do not believe you have an enen1y 
in the vi"orld." [This incident is found a1nong 
the Livingston apocrypha, and like other por­
tions of the apocrypha n1ay and 1nay not be 
correct]. Mr. Watts says of his departure 
(in a n1e1norandun1 found among his papers, 
~' Having em barked in the Charlotte packet 
4th liay, and left the lighthouse at seven 
in the morning of the clay f'ollow·ing, ·with a 
heavy heart, foreseeing the distresses ·which 
·were hanging over us.'' 

Mrs. 1V atts acco1npanied her husband, but 
died two months after her arrival in England, 
and the death of }fr. "\Vatts ,,·as announced 
fro1n "\\Tales w·ithin a brief period. I-I e died in 
,vales, a martyr to conscientious duty and true 
loyalty, 22d January, 177-7, and ,vas buried in 
St. James, Picadilly, London. 

}\,fr. "\V atts ,vas one of the 1nost noticed, dis­
tinguished and poVirerful 1nen in the Colony or 
Province of N e-\v 1~ ork. Aner filling a nun1 ber 
of public offices, ·with credit to hirnself and 
benefit to his fello,v-citizens, he was n1ade a 
1ne1n ber of the King's Council and designed to 
be the Lieutenant-Governor and acting GoYer­
nor of the Province. He ,vas the first Presi­
dent of the N e,v- l'.~ ork IIospital, and one of the 
founders of the New· 1'.~ ork (Society) Library in 
17 53. Driven into exile by an ungrateful popu­
lace, ,vhose rights he had ahvays endeavored 
to 1naintai11, his elegant property confiscated, 
although, through absence fro1n the country, he 
should ha-ve been excepted fro1n the effects of 
such an iniquitous act of spoliation and ven­
geance . .__ 

He ,:--.:ra~ H)~l•1•inrl ;ll ;\_ ..... "\'' v~ rrnl~ T .. L- "1 .... .1.9 
. l\ ~ u~c., ..... .L'-,U, .... .;.._' \., ' .l. \.Jl h, u lllJ, .1' .i..;J, 

to Aun de Lancey (l)orn 23d April, 1723, and 
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died 3d July, 17'76), sister of James de Lancey, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of New 
York, by ,vhorn he had issue, 

I. Ro BERT WATTS, born in N e'\\1 1 .... or k, 23d 
August, 17 43, o. s. Christened by 
Rev. Mr. Vesey, ,villian1 Alexander. 
He married Mary, daughter of Lord 
Stirling. 

IL ANN WATTS, born in New l .... ork, 20th 
Sept., 1744. Christened by Rev. Mr. 
Vesev. She ·was married to Hon. 

,I 

Archibald Kennedy, afterward the 
eleventh Earl of Cassilis. 

III. STEPHEN WATTS, born in New· 1~ ork, 30th 
July, 1746. Christened by Rev. Mr. 
Charlton. He died young. 

IV. SusANNA WATTS, t-w·in, born in New 
York, 30th July, 1746. Christened by 
Rev. }fr. Charlton. She died young. 

V. JoHN )VATTS, born in Ne":- 1 .... ork, 2·7th 
August, 1749. Christened bv Rev. 

~ c._ •J 

Mr. Barclay. He died anno 1836. 
Ile ,vas 111arried to · his cousin, Jane 
de Lancey. 

VI. SusANN.A W ATTs, born in New· York, 
24th Feb., 1751. Christened by the 

Rev. Mr. Barclay. She ,vas 1narried 
to Philip l{earn):. 

VII. ~!ARY [the 1., lovely Polly"] W ATTs, 

born in N e"r 1 .... ork, 27th Oct., 1753. 
Christened by Rev. ~Ir. Barclay. She 
·was 1narried to Sir John Johnson, 
Bart. 

VIII. STEPHEN WATTS, horn in New York, 24th 
Dec., 1754. Christened by Rev. 1\fr. 
Barclay. [He was the British IIero 



of Oriskany, 1777.J He ,vas married 
in England to Miss Sarah Nugent. 

IX. MARGARET W ATTs, born in New York, 
14th Dec., 1755. Christened by Rev. 
Mr. Auchn1uty. She died anno 1836. 
Shewasmarried tol\ifajor Robert Leake, 
Com1nissary - General to Braddock, 
·who died a fe"r years after marriage. 

X. JAMES '\V ATTs, born in New York, auno 
1756. He died in infancy. 

The IIonorable John Watts II., of New 
York, "ras the fourth child of the 

Honorable Robert Watt, of Edinburgh, Scot­
land, and the City of New York, who was born 
in the :first-nan1ed place, anno 1680, and [finally J 
emigrated to A1nerica about the year 1710. I-le 
resided in New York the residue of his lifetime, 
and died there 2 I st September, 1750. 

The place of his nativity and residence in 
Scotland ·was '' Rose Ilill, '' an ancient estate 
about a mile west of Edin burgh on the old Glas­
go"r road. The Rose Hill estate is nearly all 
built over, and the Caledonian Raihvay passes 
through it. 

The Wat.ts ho1ne still stood in 1860, in a fair 
state of preservation. It was a quaint, old-fash­
ioned building, sorne sixty feet square and three 
stories high, with four ·windows in a row on 

'-' 

every floor. I ts situation is high, affording a 
splendid Yie\\r to tLe "rest and south. There is 
a tw·o-story building, about t,venty feet square, 
a Httle to the rear of it, like a to"rer, separate 
for offices. 

Governor ITunter proposed Robert Watts 
[ ,v ho had added au ~ to his original na1ne, 
,v att, why and "rhen his son never heard] to 
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the "Lords of Trade" of the Citv of Ne\'\:-J.,.. ork 
~ ' 

anno 1715. He had been a resident of X ew 
l~ ork about five years. The Governor narned 
hin1 as '' a gentleman of sound sense, high 
respectability~ large ,vealth and kno,vll affec­
tion to the C-iovern1nent. Ile see1ns to have 
been a young n1an of 1nany personal attractions, 
of considerable culture and of rare pro1ninence. 

A1nong those ,Yho dispensed the hospitalities 
of the best society in New York, in the year 
1736, w·ere Chief .Justice <le Lancey, I{obert 
,Vat.ts, Abraha1n de Peyster, rJ r., Philip van Cort­
landt, .J aines Alexander, Colonel I:IenrY Beek-
1nan, Cadv;tallader Colden, and others," ,vith a 
liberality and grace w·hich haYe rarely been 
surpassed. 

Robert ,V atts was fore1nan of the Grand 
,Tnry on the trial, April 21, 1741, of the Con­
spirators in the fa1nous Negro Plot to burn the 
fort and the citY. ,vhich ·was disco\~ered and 
suppressed. ., , 

He ,vas 1narried in N e\v i~ ork in the year 
1 706 to M~ry Nicholl, daughter of Willia1n 
Nicoll [ ,,Tio had dropped the 8 - originally 
Nicholls J of N e,v York and Islip, Long Island 
( and Anne van Rensselaer, daughter of Jere-
1niah Yan Rensselaer and l\faria van Cortlandt), 
bv who1n he had issue four children, 

of 

I. Axx"E ,-VATTS, born about the _year 1707. 
She died in Edinburgh, Scotland,about 
the year 1724, nnn1arried. 

II. ~IARG.AR.ET ,Y~\TTS- born about the vear 
• V 

1709. She <lied in Edinburgh, Scot-
land, nn1narried. --

III. ~L\r-n~ 1.VATTS, born in May, 1'713. She 
died in anno 1736. She ·was 1narricd 
in March, 1732, to Captain Richard 
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Riggs, cornmanding one of the In<le­
pendent Con1panies in -- by who1n 
she had issue an only son: 1. John 
Riggs, born about the year 1733; he 
died in childhood. 

IV. ,J OHX "\VATTs, born in N e"r 1~ ork~ 5th 
April, 1,15. (Account of hhn given 
above.) 

RunERT "\VATT, of I{ose liill, near Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and [ after"~ards "\"\T atts of] the City 
of N e,v 1:~ ork, was the second son of 

,Jons "\VATT,. of Rose llill [his estate] near 
Edinburgh. Scot.land, w·a:3 horn ahont the year 
1650. 1-Ie had three sons and t"~o dar~ghters, 

I. AD.A:\r "\VATT, born at Rose I-Iill, circa 
1678. Ile died about the year 1736. 
Ile had issne tw·o sons and a" daughter: 
1. ,John "\V att, born circa 1 705. Ile 
died u11n1arried, ~ • n1iddle aged." 2. 
Adan1 "\V att, born circa 170S. Ile "ras 
Professor of IIu1nanity in Edinburgh, 
aud died u111narried about the year 
1735, aged 2-7 years. 3. ~Iargaret 
"\Vatt, born circa 1710. She died un-
1narriecl '' at an advanced age,'' anno 

II. 

III. 

1-~o , 
'b,.). 

RnnERT "\VA TT [\V atts in N e·w 1:~ ork ]., 
born at Rose Ifill, circa 1680. ( Ac-
count of hin1 gi \yen aboYe.) , 

J onx \V.ATT'I born at J{ose I-Iill, circa 
1682. Ile died i11 Philadelphia, Pa., 
111111uuTied~ about the Year 1707. 

l\IARGARET, 'or l\fARY ""\VATT, born at 
Rose II ill, circa 1 (, 72. Sh0 w·as 1nar­
ried at l{cse II ill. 18th Avrit lt1~2. to 
Sir \Valter Riddeli of J{iclde·ll, fcn{rth 
13aronet of Nova Scotia'\ el<l~st son 
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of Sir John Riddell, third Baronet, 
by whom she had issue. (See '~Burke's 
Peerage.'' London, 1878.) ,r. ALICE WATT, born at Rose ·Hill, circa 
1675. She ·was 1narried first to :Mr. 
Scott, of Fife, in Scotland, by "rbom 
she had issue a daughter, who was 
1narried to Mr. Erskine, an advocate. 
Her second husband ,vas Mr. Calder­
wood, Lord Goltown of the Sessions, 
by w horn she had no issue. 

ROBERT ,v.ATTS, of N e-w York, eldest child of 
Honorable John ,v atts of sa1ne place, was born 
in N evv York, 23d August, 17 43, o. s. Ile ,vas 
one of the Founders of the N cw 1'.~ ork Chau1ber 
of Co1nmerce in 176S, and w·as elected a 1ne1n­
ber, 3d }fay, l 768. On the reorganization 
of the N e,v 1'.~ ork Society Library, in 1788, Mr. 
Robert "\Vatts~ son of Counsellor and I-Ionorable 
,T ohn vV atts, I., ,vas elected as a Trustee. 

His residence was at Rose Hilt near Ford­
lta1n, "\V estchester County, N e,v York, now the 
g-rounds of the Ro1nan Catholic Se1ninary (St . 
. John'~, Jesuit). He die<l in Philadelphia. 

Ile ·was 111arried, anno 1767, to Lady Mary, 
eldest ,daughter of ~Iajor-General Willia1n Alex­
ander, Earl of Stirling [whose gra11d1nother was 
1\faria de Peyster, eldest danghter of Johannes 
de Peyster. first of the na1ne in N e,v --y ork ], by 
,v ho1n he had is~ue n1an ,. chil<lreu, of whom, 
however. five only li,·e<l to n1aturity. 

I. SARAH i\IARL\. ,v A.TTS, born circa 1770, 
at Rose Hill, N. Y. She ·was 1nar­
rie<l first to Doctor Xicolas Ro1naine, 
of Bath, England, by ·whon1 she had 
no issue, and secondly to Peter Ber­
train Cruger, Esq., of Ne"' York, a 



IL 

III. 

11 

widow·er with eight children and 
father of. John C. Cruger, Est1-, of 
Red Hook, Duchess County, N. Y. 

ANNE ( or Nancy) "\V ATTS, born 22d 
January, 1'780, at Rose Hill, N. 1:..,..., 
and died 2d }fay, 1835. She ·was 
1narried, 21st Dece1nber~ 1803, to her 
consin-gerrnan, John Watts Kearny 
(born 11th 1'~ ov., 1778, and died i'7th 
Dec., 1852), by who1n she had issue 
eleven children. He ,vas married se­
condly, and had issue eight children. 

CATHERINE WATTS. born circa 1782, at 
Rose Hill, X. 1-. She ,vas 1narried 
to IIenry Barclay, son of his British 
~Iajesty' s Consul - General at New 
rrork, Henry Barclay, Jr., ·who re­
sided at Saugerties, l~lster County, 
N. Y. No issue. 

Ro BERT \VATTS, horn 19th Sept., 178-1-, 
in N e,v 1-ork Citv. and died at Stock-

,; ,· 

bridge, Mass., 4-th Sept., 1850. He 
graduated at Ooln1nhia College in 
1803. IIe \Vas one of the 1nost un­
affectedly an<l naturally witty 1nen 
,vho ever breathed. Ile ,vas 111ar­
ried in June~ 181 l~ to }fatilda Ridley 
Frances Shei·bnrne, daughter of iiat­
thew· Ilidley~ of Balti111ore, Jvfd., by 
,vhon1 he had issue four sous (living 
in 185-!), 

1. Robert "\Vatts, l\L D., born 31st 
August~ 1812, at 11is father's country 
seat at Fordha1n, N. l~., and died in 
Paris, France, Sth Septe1nber, 1867. 
TT_ l t. l t f'1 l 1 • f'1 11 • u .. e gntuua eu a vullllll u1a vuuege 111 
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1831, and beca1ne a physician. He "·as 
Professor of Anato1uv fi·o1n 1843 to 
1867 [C~llege of Phy.,sicians 3:n<l Sur­
geons, N. 1. J II e w·as 1narr1ed, 7th 
July, 1836, to Charlotte Deas. (She "!as 
born 22d June, 1809, and died in N e,v 
l~ ork 23d Jan., 1868), ~rand-daughter 
of the distinguished Ralph Izard of 
South Carolina, heir to his grand­
father's (Alexander's) title of the 
Earl of Stirling. 

IL ... A.LEXAXDER ,vATTS, born 15th Jvla_y, 
1815, and died 8th Nov-., 1860. I-Ie 
v;as 1narried 23d April, 1849, to Miss 
Frances Sedgwick, dangh ter of Henry 
D. Sedgwick. She "ras born 6th Sept., 
1822, and died 21st Dec., 1858. 

III. RrnLEY WATTS, horn 8th March, 1817. 
He ·was 111arried 19th June, 1851, at 
No. 17 Bond Street, to Sarah Grinnell, 
daughter of IIenry Grinnell, Author 
and Advocate and Patron of the United 
States Expedition in search of Sir 
John Franklin. She ,vas as char1ning 
and a1niable as it is possible fo~· 
h n1nanity to l>e. Two children [ 1. Fran­
ces, living~ 2. Sarah, perfectly bright 
and channjng like her 1nother~ de-
ceased.] L · 

rv..,._ EssEX vVATTS, horn 28th March, 181H. 
He ,vas niarried to his cousin ~Iarv, 
the dau~;hter of the Rev. Rava~d 

" Kearney~ by ,vho1n he had no issue. 
V. Dr. JoHN ,YATTS [President of the Ke,,~ 

1~ ork College of Physicians and Sur­
geons J, born auuo 1786, at Rose 
Hill, K. l~., a11d <lied 4th February, 
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1834-. Ile ,vas 1uarried anno 1;s13 to 
Auna Rutherfnrd, daughter of the 
IIon. John I-tutherfurd, of N e,Y i-ork, 
bv ,vho111 he had issue five children : 1: Helen .l{utherford ,v atts, born circa 
1815, in Ne"~ 1-ork, at her n1other' s 
residence, n. ,v. corner Jindson and 
I-Iubert Streets, circa 1S35. She \\'a~ 
n1arried to .A.rcl1ibald I{usselL of Scot­
land and New· "York. The other four 
children died young. 

irrs. AKNE WATTS I(EXNEDY, of K e,v 1'.-ork~ 
secou<l child of IIonorable J·ohn "\Vat.ts I. of san1e 
place, ,vas born in New· York, 20th Septmn ber. 
1744. [Buried i11 IIoly1·ood Abbey, Edinburgh. 
Scotland. J She "~as rnarried to Captain .. A.rchi­
bald Kenuedy, a distinguished British 11aYal 
officer, and eleventh Earl of Cassilis, ·who built 
and resided at No. 1 Broad,vay. His seats i11 
Scotland ,vere [Colzeau J Cullean ( or Cushlcan ), 
Cassilis and N e,vark Castles. 

}ifrs. [Countess of Cassilis J .. A.nn "\Vath, 
Kennedy had issue a son, 

I. AncHIBALD l{:ExNEDY. Boru in N el\~ 

l~ ork. Ile ,vas the twelfth Earl of Cassilis, 
and ,vas advanced to a }farquisate in Septen1-
ber, 1831, and is the present 1\farquis of Ailsa. 
. IIonorable J onx \VATTS [IL], of N e,v York, 
fifth child (third and fourth died young) of the 
Honorable John "\Vatts, of X e,v 1-ork, ,va~ 
born in N e,v 1-ork, 27th August, 17 49. I-Ie 
,vas christened by the 1-tev. IIe11ry Barclay of 
Trinity Chureh. Ile died 8d Septeu1ber, 183f;. 

His city residence ,vas at X o. :3 l3road,vay, 
next to the Kennedy 1nansio11 ( the site of the 
old "\V ashington Hotel), near the glacis of Fort 
George. It wa::s a great old-ti111e edifice, des-
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tined to beco111e one of the historic land1narks 
of the city "~hen nearly all its conte1nporaries 
should have passed a,vay. It ,vas elegant in 
its appoiutlnents ; and in subsequent years, 
"rhen lanre entertain1ne11ts ,vere giYe11 bv either 

C.J \._.I t.l 

fa1nily, the roou1s of the second story ,vere con-
nected "rith the l{ennedy apartrnents by a stair­
case and bridge in the rear. The gardens stud-

~ ~ 

<led ,,rith trees, 1nany of gigantic size, extended 
to the waters of the Hudson RiYer, ,rhich ,vere 
overlooked fi·on1 a broad piazza ·which "ras often 
sprinkled by the salt spray in a high ,vind. 

His father was the first President of the New· 
l""' ork City I-Iospital, 1 770-1784-. I-Ie ,vas last 
City Recorder at the age of hventy-fiYe years 
( under the Royal G0Yern1nent fro1n 177 4: to 
1777), until interrupted in l1is functions by the 
Revolutionary "\Var ; Speaker of the Asse1nbly 
of the State of Ne"~ l~ ork, 5th June, 1791, and 
7th Jan., 179-! ; and in sa1ne year one of the 
founder~. of the Tontine ~ [.l\Ie1nber of Congress, 
1793-5] ~ he " 1as first ~J nd~e of "\V estchester 
County of the State of N e,v 1~ ork, anno 1806 ~ 
one of the Founders and afterward the Presi­
dent of the New· l~ ork City Dispensary; 
Founder and Endo,ver of the Leake and \Vatts 
Orphan House, incorporated by act of the Legis-
lature of the State of N e,v York in 1831. . 

In the prime of his manhood he ,vas a 1nodel 
of 1nasculine beauty ; and even to au advanced 
age he ,vas distinguished for his elegance of per­
son, and the polished 1nanners of the gc11tle1nan 
of the old school. I-Ie bore hin1self gracefullv 
and proudly erect, and his figure on horseback 
,ua~ tlt~ o,hn;"l''l+;o..,, n.+· B .... ,,nrl...-,~n,:-
., _ "•""''--' c1,1'-L.a...1..1...L.L &Aill.lJ. 1..1. v1. _. i. vuu "'a,. 

He lived for a 1011g period at his Leautiful 
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country seat, ·' ,v oodlands. ·' on the shore of 
the Sound, near N e,v Roehelle. 

Ile w·as 1narried in "\V cstchester County, an110 
1774, to his cousin, Jane de Lancey, the daughter 
of Peter ( and Elizabeth Colden) de Lancey and 
granddaughter of Lieutenant-Go,·ernor Cad,val­
lader Colden, of Colonial N e"r l~ ork 1nen1ory. 
By his w'ife Jane he had issue five sons a~d 
five daughters: 

I. JOHN vVATTs, born in N e,v York, circa 
1775. He died lnnnarried. 

IL IIENRY ,v ... ATTS, born in N e,v 1-ork, circa 
1777. I-Ie died un1narried. 

l II. Major Ro BERT \VATTS, born in New· York, 
circa 1780. In 1814 Robert "'\\' atts, 
reputed by his contemporaries as the 
handso1nest 1nan in the city, ,vas 1\iiajor 
under [Gen.] John Alsop King. He 
took the na1ne of Leake, and thereby 
obtained a large fortune by the death 
of his uncle, brother and father's 
fi·iend, John George Leake, of N e,v 
1-ork, on the 2d June, 1827. IIe died 
un111arried, anno 1830. 

IV. GEORGE vVATTs, born in Ne,v l~ ork circa 
1783. IIe "ras an U.S. ar1ny officer, and 
<lied un1narried. He was at the battle 
of Chippe~ra, on the 5th July, 1814, 
w11ere he distinguished hin1self to 
such a degree that General Scott 
'' spoke in the warmest ter1ns of the 
essential services rendered by three 
young N e"r l~ ork officers, 1ne1n bers 
of his n1ilitary family, who "·ere con-

. . t1 fi , , r-. , T"\ sp1cuous 111 ue e1u - uerara .u. 
S1nith, George Watts and Williau1 
Jenkins Worth-and thev \Yere each ., 
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brevetted." Scott 1uade special 111e11-
tion of ,v atts, sayiHg, "· Jle was 
bravery itself~ and, hy re1uarkahle 
coolness and coura 0 ·e saved 111v lite 

t"' ' .., 
at a I1101ttellt wl1en the 1 ndialls ,vere 
strivin~ to get n1y sealp." 

\'. STEPHEX \VATTS, born in Xe,v 1-ork, circ-a 
1 785. IIe died u1111u11-ried. 

\TI. .._!\.xx ,v..:\.TTs, horn in New· 1-ork, eirc.-a 
1787. She died u11111a1Ticd. 

"YII. J .. L-XE ,vATTS, born in :X (}\V 1-ork, circa 
1790. She died nuuuuTied. 

,-III. E1..1z.AllETH "\YATTs, born in N e,v l~ ork, 
circa 1 7H3. She "~as n1arried to I-Ieury 
Laight, l>y who111 s11e had no issue . ., 

IX. SusAX ,vATTS, born in Ke\\· 1-ork, circa 
1795. She was uiarried to her cousin, 
Philip I~earny, and \\'"as 1nother of 
the late ]a111e11ted l\Iajor - General 
Philip Kearny. . 

X. l\iARY J usTINA "\VATTS, born in X ew 1-ork, 
circa 1800. She died in New York, 
28th June, ] 821. She was 1narried 
in New York, 15th l\Iay, 1820, to the 
I-Ionorable Frederic de Peyster, third 
son of Captain I◄..,rederic de Peyster 
[Loyal or Royal N e\\r York Volu11-
teers ], of New 1-ork, lJy whon1 ~he 
had issue one son, 

J\Iajor-General ,Jo11~ '\Y~\TTS DE PEY6TEH, born 
in N e,v 1-ork, 9th l\iarch, 1S21, and 110,v (1882) 
resides at Tivoli [Red lTook Township, X.Y.J on 
the Hudson. He is the only Ii ving Bulle represent­
ative of the ,v atts an<l de Peyster fiuuilies, ., 
f\.,,,n tl1e r,.,.;ry;riol 'Y\1•n()''1Y>;t-o,·s l,,:• +;,.~4- ,,11·~··1·1:~o·e 
...... V.L.L.L ..,...... VJ. J.:::,J.,UU,J. t'J. V:::, \..,J.J.J.lc J. u .,' .l!l "L .l «1 I.N~ • 
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Mrs. Sus.ANNA WATTS KEARNY, of New York, 
sixth child of Honorable John Watts (I.) of same 
place, was born in New York 24th Feb., 1751, 
where she resided all her lifetime and died. 
She was 1narried to Philip Kearny, son of 
Whitehead Kearny ( see IV. belo"' ), of New J er­
sey, by ,vhom she had issue t,velve children : 

I. ANNE KEARNY, born circa 1770. She 
was married to -- Van Horne. 

II. JOHN KEARNY, born circa 1772. 
III. MARY l{:E.A.RNY, born circa 177 4. 
IV. PHILIP KEARNY, born circa 1776. 
V. JAMES KEARNY, born circa 1778. 

VI. RoBERT KE.ARNY, born circa 1780. 
VII. ARCHIBALD KEARNY, born drca 1783. 

He was a Lieutenant in the Navy 
during the War of 1812-15. 

VIII. MARGARET KEARNY, born circa 1785. 
She was 1narried to --Walton, son 
of -- Wal ton, of N e,v York. 

IX. Sus.A..." KEARNY, born circa 1787. She 
was married to -- 1.IcCoy. 

X. R.A. v AUD KE.ARNY, born circa 1790. He 
was a clergyman, and for a long time 
Rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 
in Red Hook, Duchess County, N. Y. 

XI. ELIZA KEARNY, born circa 1792. She 
died un1narried. 

XII. STEPHEN WATTS KEARNY [Brigadier­
General, Brevet Major - General, U. 
S. A., the '' Conqueror of New Mex­
ico and California"], born in New­
ark, N. J., 30th August, 1794, and 
died at Vera Cruz, in Mexico, 31st 
October, 1848. 

Mrs. MARY WATTS J oHNSoN, of New York, 
seventh child of Honorable John Watts (I.) of 



18 

same place, ,vas born in N e,v York, 27th October, 
1753, n. s., and died 7th August, 1815. She 
was married 30th June, 1773, to Sir John 
Johnson, Baronet, son of Sir Williarn Johnson, 
styled the "Indian Tamer," to ,vhose title and 
estate he succeeded. A Major-General of the 
l\1Iilitia of the State of New York, and Superin­
tendant General of Indian affairs. His seat ,vas 
Johnson Hall, Johnstown, Tryon County, N. Y. 

'' Sir John Johnson, Bart., of Johnson Hall, 
Tryon (uow Fulton) County, N. Y., and finally 
of ~fount Johnson, l\1Iontreal, Canada; Colonel 
of Regiment of Horse in the Northern District 
of New York in 1773; Major-General of the 
Militia belonging to the sa1ne portion of the 
province after the decease of his father, Lieu­
tenant-Colonel com1nanding the Loyal Provin­
cial '' King's Royal Regiment of New York,'' 
otherwise ~' The Queen's Loyal New Yorkers;'' 
or '' Johnson's '' or '' Queen's Royal Greens ; '' 
Colonel B. A., 21st October, 1782; Brigadier­
General of the Provincial Troops, &c., 14th 
March, 1782 ; Superintendent - General and 
Inspector-General of the ·Six Nations of Indians 
and their confederates, of all the Indians inhab­
iting Our province of Quebec and the Frontier, 
16th September, 1791; Colonel in Chief of the 
six Battalions of the l\1Iilitia of the Eastern 
Townships of Lower Canada. He "ras Knighted 
at St. James, London, 22d Nov., 1765. . 

'' On the death of his father, Sir Willia1n 
Johnson, he positively refused to accept the 
succession of his father's dignities and offices 
in connection with the Indians ; and they were 
Con.i!-er··e;J -·po- 1.-..!s no--s~~ no10~,.., l n_ ···- Tohn~on li l UU UU.l \; U 111,v 1 .U~lUUJtJ ~ , 

who exercised them throughout the war ; and 
thus Sir John and Colonel Guy have often been 
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confounded, to the disadvantage of Sir John. 
Sabine says, ' Colonel Guy Johnson's intem­
perate zeal for his royal master caused the first 
affray in that (Tryon) County.' " 

Sir John Johnson [Bart J was the only son 
of Sir William Johnson, of Smithtown, County 
Meath, Ireland, born there circa 1700. He was 
created Knight and Baronet, 27th November, 
1755. He was adopted by his maternal uncle, 
Admiral Sir Peter "'\V arren, Knight of the Bath, 
capturer of Louisburg, &c., and went out with 
him to North An1erica, where he rose to the 
rank of Colonel in the British Army, Major­
General in the Provincial forces and of the 
Militia, 16th April, 1783, and distinguished 
himself as a military commander during the 
French-An1erican wars, 1754-63, and as a ne­
gotiator with Indian tribes. 

In 1756 he receiv·ed his commission as Colo­
nel and Agent, and Sole Superintendent of all 
the affairs of the Six Nations, and other north­
ern Indians, with no subordination but to Lon­
don. He died 11th July, 1774, aged fifty-nine 
years, at his seat, Johnson Hall, Tryon Coun­
ty, New York, leaving by Catharine W eissen­
berg, his wife, one son and two daughters : 

I. Sir J oHN J oHNsoN, nat. circa 17 40. Ac­
count given above. 

II. A:NNE JoHNSoN, nat. circa 1743. She 
was married to Col. Daniel Clauss, 
of North America, and died circa 
1798. 

III. MARY J oHNsoN, nat. circa 17 45. She 
was married to Colonel Guy Johnson, 
by whom she had issue two daugh­
ters: 1. Mary Johnson, nat. circa 
1765. She was married to Field-
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Marshal Lord Clyde, '' Quieter'' (~) 
of the East India Mutiny, originally 
Sir Colin Ca1npbell, and n1other of 
General Sir Guy Campbell: 2. Julia 
Johnson, nat. circa 1767. 

The children of Sir John Johnson and his 
wife, Mary [the "lovely Polly Watts" of Revo­
lutionary celebrity J Watts, were eight sons and 
three da~hters : 

I. ILLI.AM JOHNSON, born anno 1775, and 
died anno 1812. He was a Colonel 
in the British Army, an elegant gen­
tleman. He ,vas married to Susan, 
the beautiful daughter of Lieutenant­
Colonel Stephen de Lancey, of the 
British Army, Governor of Tobago 
(and sister of ~ir William de Lancey, 
Knight Commander of the Bath, who 
·was killed at the battle of Waterloo). 
Colonel Willia1n Johnson had issue 
three daughters : 1. Charlotte John­
son, nat. circa 1800. She was mar­
ried anno 1820 to Alexander, Count 
Balmain, Russian Commissioner to 
St. Helena, and died anno 1824 ; 2. 
Mary Johnson, nat. circa 1803. She 
died anno 1814 ; 3. Susan Johnson, 
nat. circa 1805. She died unmarried, 
anno1828. His widow, Susan, was rr1ar­
ried, secondly, anno 1815, to General 
Sir Hudson Lowe, Knight Com­
mander of the Bath, and [it is said 
she was considered by Napoleon as 
the most beautiful woman he had met. 
She J died anno 1832. 

II. WARREN JOHNSON, born circa 1777. He 
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was also a very handsome man, and 
a Major in the 68th Regiment, B. A. 
He died anno 1813, on the West In­
dia station. 

III. ANN JOHNSON, born circa 1779. She 
was married to Captain McDonald, 
Deputy Quart errnaster - General in 
Canada of the British Army. He 
died 1812. 

IV. Sir ADAM GoRDON JoHNSON, born 6th 
May, 1781. He was Lieutenant­
Colonel of the 6th Battalion of the 
Roval Militia. He succeeded to the 
title and estates of his father, Sir 
John Johnson, at his death, 7th Au­
gust, 1815, and died un1narried 21st 
May, 1843, when he was succeeded 
by his nephew, Sir William George 
Johnson, Bart. [J. W. de P.'s par­
ticular friend]. 

V. Colonel JoHN JoHNSoN, born 8th Au­
gust, 1782. He was Colonel-Com­
mandant of the 6th Battalion of Mi­
litia, at Point Oliver, Montreal, Ca­
nada, and died 23d June, 1841. He 
was married at Montreal, 10th Feb., 
1825, to Mary Diana Dillon, daugh­
ter of Richard Dillon, Esq., of Mont­
real, by whom he had issue eight 
children (Ree .'' Burke's Peerage,'' 
1878), four sons and four daughters : 

1. Sir William George Johnson, 
born 19th December, 1830, succeeded 
to his uncle, Sir Adam Gordon John-

-'- 1 • d t1 0 -f t , r ◄ ,..,, ' 3 son, al, 111s ea 11, z.1s .1uay, l.~4 , 

and is the present (18J8) fourth baro­
net. He is now of Twickenham, in 
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Mjddlesex County, England. He was 
graduated at Woolwich, and for the 
best portion of his life held a com­
mission in the British Army, as Cap­
tain of Artillery, and acted, in the 
discharge of various staff duties, at 
different posts, and once upon the 
island of St. Helena. 

2. Captain Charles Johnson, born 
4th Feb., 1833. He was captain in 
the Madras Artillery. 

3. Lieutenant James Stephen John­
son, born 5th March, 1836. He was 
a Lieutenant in the 14th Regiment of 
Foot. 

4. Archibald Kennedy Johnson, 
born 20th June, 1839. 

5. Maria Diana Johnson, born cir­
ca 1841. 

6. Anne Margaret Johnson, born 
circa 1843. 

7. Eliza Th~resa Johnson, born cir­
ca 1845. 

8. Mary Anne Johnson, born circa 
1847. 

JAMES STEPHEN JoHNSON, born anno 
1785. He ·was Captain in the 28th 
Regiment, British Ar1ny, and ,vas 
killed at Badajos. 

CATHARINE MARIA J oHNSON, born circa 
1787, and died anno 1850. She w·as 
married, anno 1805, to Major-Gen­
eral Barnand Foord Bo";res, who fell 
before Salamanca, in 1812. 

ROBERT J oHNsoN .. born circa 1790. He 
·was drowned iii the year 1S12, whilst 
crossing the River Sorelle, in Lower 
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Canada ( or on the St. Lawrence), on 
horseback. 

IX. ARCHIBALD KENNEDY J OHNSoN, born 
anno 1792, and died 8th October, 
1866. He "~as married, 13th Sept., 
1818, to Maria Johnson Langan, 
daughter of Patrick Langan, Esq., 
of :Montreal, Canada. 

X. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER J oHNsoN, of Ar­
genteuil, Canada East, born 29th Octo­
ber, 1796, and died 30th September, 
1854. He ,vas Lieutenant - Colonel 
in the British Arn1y, and Knight 
of the Persian order of the Lion and 
Sun. He was inarried, anno 1818, to 
Susan Griffith, eldest daughter of Ad-
1niral Sir Edward Griffith, of North­
brook House, Hampshire, by ·whom 
he had issue six children : 

1. William Johnson, born 28th 
May, 1821. He was an officer in the 
20th Royal Regiment. He died 

2. Captain l ohn Ormsby Johnson, 
born 11th August, 1822. He ,vas 
Captain in the Royal Navy. 

3. Charles Turquand·J ohnson, born 
17th June, 1825. Deceased. · 

4. Ed "rard Colpoys Johnson, born 
l 1th August, 1835. He ,vas an officer 
of the Royal Arrny. 

5. iiaria Bryers Johnson, born circa 
1840. She was married, 18th June, 
1867, to the Rev. William Bell Chris­
tian, of Ewanrigg Hall, Cumberland, 
and ~filntown, Isle of Man. 

6. Mary Ann Susan Johnson, born 
circa 1843. 
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XI. MARIANNE J OHNSoN, born circa 1800. 
She died 1st January, 1868. 

Major STEPHEN W .ATTs, of New York, the 
eighth child of the Honorable John Watts (I.) 
of same place, was born in New York, 24th 
Dece1nber, 1754. He entered the royal service 
and was a lfajor in the Royal Greens, under 
Sir John Johnson, his brother-in-law. In the 
year 1777 he was in the Battle of Oriskany, one 
of the severest and, for the numbers engaged, 
one of the most bloody actions of the ,var. He 
was wounded, left on the field with the slain, 
and reported a1nong the killed ; but, revi vin2' 
fron1 faintness produced by loss of blood, he 
crawled to a brook, slaked his thirst and, two 
or three days after, ·was found by some Indian 
scouts and conveyed to the British carnp, and 
afterwards went to England. 

He was married to the '' beautiful Miss Nu­
gent, remarkable for her charming rnanners and 
warm hospitality," of the Isle of Jersey, by 
whom he had issue five sons and five daughters : 

I. A:NNE W ATTs, born in England. She 
was married to Major Johnson, of 
the British Army, cousin of Lord Pal-
1nerston, late Premier of England. 

II. Captain JOHN W .ATTS, born in England. 
He ·was a Captain in the British Ar1ny; 
was present at the Battle of Bladens­
burgh, capture of Washington, and 
the Battle of N e-w Orleans, 8th Jan., 
1815. In England he was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Wahner Castle, 
in Kent, built by I{ing Henry VIII., 
no,v fitted up for the use of the Lords 
Warden of ihe Cinque Ports., and the 
ti·equent summer residence of the Iron 
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Duke of Wellington in that official 
capacity. Being com1nandant of one 
of the Cinque Ports, he enjoyed a 
soci:~1 intercourse with his great chief 
which stored his men1ory " .. ith a mass 
of interesting anecdotes, portraying 
in striking colors Napoleon's greatest 
adversary. At the death of Welling­
ton, 14th Septe1nber, 1852, at Wal-
1ner Castle, Captain Watts had charge 
of his body~ and accompanied it to its 
:final resting place in St. Paul's Cath­
edral, on the 18th November, 1 S52. 

III. GoRDON W ATTs, born in England. He 
·was in the Royal Govern1nent office 
in Quebec, Upper Canada. 

IV. Captain Ross W ATTs, born in England. 
He ·was Post Captah1 iu the British 
Navy. Ile ·was 1narried to Miss Phil­
potts, daughter of the Right Reverend 
Henry Philpotts, Bishop of Exeter, 
England. 

V. MARIANNE \V.ATTs, born in England. 
She was n1arried to l\'Ionsieur Belin, 
principal of a noted granu:nar school 
at Gui]f ord, England. 

VI. MARIA WATTS, horn in England. She 
,vas 1narriecl to l\fr. La Forge. 

VII. JANE "\V ATTS, bor11 in England. She 
,vas 1narried to Mr. Ada1ns [ A<la1n ?] 

VIII. Sus.Ax vVATTs, Lorn in England. She 
·was 1narried to Mr. Ada1ns, her 
brother-in-la \V. 

IX. RoBERT N UG:B.NT WATTS, born in England. 
He,vas in the Royal Govern1nent office, 
Quebec, Upper Canada, and ex-1nem~ 
ber of the Pro,Tincial Parlian1e11t at 
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Toronto, Upper Canada. He was 
married to l\fiss Shepherd. 

X. CHARLES W .ATTs, born in Englan·d. 
Mrs. MARGARET WATTS LEAKE, of New York, 

ninth child of Honorable John Watts [I.] of sa1ne 
place, was born there 14th December, 1755, and 
died anno 1836. She was married in New York, 
anno 1783, to Major Robert '1Villiam Leake of 
the British Army (who died soon afterward), 
son of Robert Leake, a British officer [Commis­
sary-general] in the Braddock expedition of 
1754, "1ho settled in New York City, and accu­
mulated a large property. Mrs. }fargaret Watts 
Leake had issue an only son, 

I. -- WATTS, born in New 1'.~ork, anno 
1785. He died in 1793, aged 8 yea1·:s. 

WATT~ OF ROSE HILL. 

MEMORANDUM, 5TH DEC., 1882, OF JAMES FERGUSON, ESQ. 
(Appointed Sheriff of Argyleshire, Scotland,. 1898.) 

'' The historical account of the 'Senators of 
the College of Justice' (i.e., the Judges of the 
Court of Sessions, or Supre1ne Court of Scot­
land) contai11s 110 n1ention of any one of the 
name of WATT having sat ou the Scottish ...__ 

bench. an<l, on enquiry, the Clerk of the Facul-
ty of AdYocates infonns 1ne that the List given 
in the ·work referred to is a co1nplete one, and 
therefore there ,vas no Judge of that nau1e. 

'' But the College of Justice includes not only 
the Bench, but the Bar, and certainly the So­
ciety of Writers to the Signet~ the most dig:ni-
n Pr1 ',+' th A r-rn·•~,r.-,..o t-.; A'n ~ v",tJ.• J.1 ea-~ 11 l~)l'!'.lC4L}

0 

~Ll
0 one1•,;;:. 1· Il -.-.-""'" .. _ ...... ~.a.~ '-'V.J.lJV.1."'•,..1........,,.a....a..._, t:,~ '""" u 

Scotland next to the Faculty of Advocates, 1Nho 
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are the Scots bar. It appears that in the time 
of Charles II. [1663-85] one WATT of Roseliill, 
at least~ was a mern ber of this society, and he 
probably ,vas the W. S. to whom was given the 
appointinent of Com1nisary of Kirkcudbright. 

"The following extract is taken from Mr. R. 
R. Stodart's (Lyon-Clerk Depute) work on Scot­
tish arms, 1370-1678. He finds in a quarto 
manuscript volun1e in the Lyon office (i.e., the 
Scottish College of Arn1s) a men1orandum which 
states that it belonged, in 1623, to one WoRK­
MAN-a coat of arms·:+ under the na1ne of ,v ATT. 
H·e also mentions a Seal of MARTIN WATT. 
Chancellor of Glasgow, 1496-' three roses on 
a bend.' [ A band dra,vn diagonally across the 
shield, from the upper right to the lower left 
extremity. J This ·is taken fro111 the Cartulary 
of Glasgow. 'JOHN WATT,' says Mr. Stodart, 
'represented Edinburgh in Parliament, 1596.' '' 

'' The Roll of Parlia1nent gives his name­
JOANNES WATT-as one of the 'Co1nrnissionarii 
pro Edinburgh.' '' t 

''Adam,'' continues lvir. Stodart, '' Writer 
to the Signet, w·as father of Mi-. John of Rose­
hill in Edinburgh, 1661, ·whose son, ADAM of 

* The coat of arms in W 0RKMAN's Afanuscripts, under 
name of WA'l'T, is very peculiar. It represents a tree 
growing from the ground in [leaf?] with an eye in the 
middle of the foliage, and a pair of eyeglasses (apparently) 
hanging from one of the boughs. 

t Co)nnssroNAIUUs, '' comm,i:ssionaire. One of the p~r­
sons elected to manage the affairs of a police-burgh or non­
corporate town in Scotland, corresponding to a Bailie or 
Town Councillor in a corporate town."-" Century Die· 
tionary," New York, 1889. The spelling of the title of 
this officer would seem to indicate the influence of French 
alliances with Scotland, and of the visits of French mili­
tary contingents to that country, for it is certainly a French 
term and signifies a Factor or an .A.gent charged with cer­
tain affairs of :finance or other business. 
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Rosehill, 1692-1722, was Town Clerk of Edin­
burgh, a Crown Charter of Falshiels, in West 
Lothian, was granted in 1667 to HuGH WATT 
and his son, l'Ir. RonERT'' [WATT]. 

"In 1661 (Acts of Parliament, 1661, C. 108) 
thus was passed a Ratification in favor of ADAM 
"\V ATT of the Co1nmissariat of Kirkcudbright. 
I-le is designed a 1Vriter to the Signet. The 
na1ne of WATT of Rose Hill appears in 1696, 
as a Oo1n1nissioner of Supply for the County of 
Edin burgh, as does that of Adam Watt in 1704. 

"In Burke's Peerage and Baronetage, Art. 
Riddell, the entry occurs : '' Sir Walter Riddell, 
md. 18th April, 1692, l\fary, daughter of John 
Watt of Rosehill, '' * ,v ho was · therefore the 
sister of Adam Watt, Town Clerk of Edinburgh, 
()ne of the daughters of Sir Walter Riddell 
nutrried John Forrest, Esq. (Finert ?), who is 
now represented by his great 

1
o-randson, Sir 

John Forrest (Finert ?) of-" [ llegible. J 

CoLUMBIA OoLLEGE IN THE CITY OF NE"'· YORK. 

LIBRARY, 15TH JUNE, 1893. 
GEN. J. w ATTS DE PEYSTER~ 

59 East 21st Street, New York City. 
DEAR GENERAL DE PEYSTER :-,v e herewith 

send you a considerable number of extracts, 
from various ,vorks, concerning yonr valiant 
ancestor. I hope they 1nay be satisfactory to 
you. Yery truly yours, 

· [Signed, J GEo. II. BAKER, Librarian. 

* In one of the editions of Burke's Peerage (edition of 
1850, p. 8:-36 [" 1854, &c."] ), this John Watt of Rose Hill 
is sty led Lord of Session ; but in subsequent editions this 
title disappears. Had John Watt mean time died ? 
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"To this ancient building belong many of 
the later historical associations that have been 
referred by s01ne of our local historians to its 
predecessor. It ,vas front one of its ·windows 
that the affrighted monarch, J ~nnes VI., at­
tempted, in vain, to appease the enraged citi­
zens, in 1596, ,vhen, "had they not been re­
strained by that worthy citizen, J 011x WATT, the 
deacon-con vener-\\:-ho, at this dangerous junc­
ture, asse1nbled the crafts-they would undoubt­
edly have forced the door, and probably have 
destroyed the King and all that ,vere ·with hin1.' 
The whole tu1n ult appears to have resulted in 
1nutual distrust, which was taken advantage 
of by so1ne designing meddlers to set the Court 
and citizens at variance. ''-Wilson's '' Memo­
rials of Edinburgh,'' p. 202. 

''It appears that the ancient building referred 
to ,vas the New· Tolbooth, or Council House, 
which ·was built in the Reign of Queen Mary, 
along between 1561-70. This building was 
ac1iacent to and joined on to St. Giles' Church. 
The predecessor to ·which reference is 1nade ,vas 
the old Tolbooth, or Pretorium, as it was called 
in the early acts of the Scottish Parliaments. 
This is the building also kno-wn as the IIeart of 
Midlothian. It did not stand on the same ground 
with the New Tolbooth, and was preserved long 
after the erection of the ne-\v building. 

"The historians say that 1nany of the events 
which are associated properly with the Old Tol­
booth and Heart of Midlothian actually took 
place in the N e"r Tolbooth. The date of the 
event mentioned in the extract fro1n Burton's 
Scotland was the 17th day of December, 1596. 
This is given in Calderwood' s History of the 
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Kirk of Scotland, Vohune V., page 510. "-
G. II. B., Librarian Colu1nbia College. 

'' A portion of those present were hurriedly 
resolved into a deputation to ,vait on the King. 
He ,vas ,vith son1e of the Council hard by in the 
Tolbooth, ,vhere the Estates and the Courts of 
La,v held their 111eetings. The excited deputa­
tion broke in upon the 1neeting, follo,ved by a 
1niscellaneons crowd. After some hasty talk, 
the I{ing left the roo111 and closed hi1nself into 
the court-roo1n ·where the Lords of Session were 
sitting. The deputation ·went back to the little 
church to announce that they had not been 
heard. As of all affairs of the kind, the ac­
counts are confused and various. The follo"r_ 
ing, ";hich is the n1ost picturesque~ 1nust also 
be noted as the Episcopalian account : 

'' 'They that were sent, returning to the 
church, show· that they ,vere not heard ; nor 
,vas there any hope, so long as the CounseHors 
re111ained about the I{ing, that they should re­
ceive any favorable ans·wer, and ,vere therefore 
to think of so1ne other course. 

" ' No course,' said the Lord Lindesay, 
~ but one: let us stay together that are here, 
and promise to take one part, and advertise our 
friends and favorers of religion to come ,vith 
us ; for it shall be either theirs or ours.' Upon 
these· speeches followed such a clamor and lift­
ing up of hands as none could hear ,vhat another 
spoke. The sedition increasing, so1ne cried to 
arm, others to bring out Haman (for ,vhilst the 
lords ,vere with the King, lir. }lichael Cran­
stone, Minister of Cramond, had been reading 
to the people that story); others cried, 'The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon!' and so great 



31 

was the fury of the people, as if one of the Dea­
cons of Crafts, called JoHN WAT, ha<l not kept 
them back with a guard of craftsmen that fol­
lo'\"\red hi1n, they had undoubtedly forced the 
doors and ·wrought so1ne 111ischief. "-Burton's 
"History of Scotland. n Vol. '"\r., p. 311. 

"JOHN WATT, 'Deacon of the Deacons' in 
Edin burgh, or he would latterly have been called 
Convener of the Trades, was shot dead on the 
Burgh-1noor. This was the sa1ne gallant official 
who raised the Trades for the protection of the 
l{ing at the celebrated tun1ult of the 17th De­
cen1ber, 1596. One Alexander Slununon, a by­
stander, "ras trjed for the n1urder, but found 
innocent. We are told by Calder,vood that 
Watt, having offered to invade the person of 
the minister, Robert Bruce, ·was well liked by 
the king, "rho accordingly was exact in regard 
to Shun1non' s trial. The historian also relates 
that 'the judgment threatened against this man 
by }Ir. Robert Bruce cante to pass.' Such 
threatenings or prognostications of judgn1ents 
are of course very likely to bring their own ful­
fihnent. ' '- Cha1nber's '' Domestic Annals of 
Scotland.'' Vol. I., p. 348. 

"In April, 1601, JOHN WATT, Deacon of the 
Trades iu Edinburgh-the same gallant official 
who raised them in arrns for the protection of 
J a1nes VI. in the tumult of 1596 -- was shot 
dead on the 1nuir; but by whom the outrage 
,vas perpetrated "ras never known. ''-Cassell's 
"Old and New Edinburgh." Vol. III., p. 29. 

'' In the most southern corner of the Links 
stands Vl att' s Hospital, so na111ed after the late 
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Mr. John Watt,* merchant of Leith, who, * * 
in 1827, bequeathed the residue of his means 
and estate to trustees, * * for the erection 
of an institution in Leith, to be called 'John 
Watt's Hospitalt' "-Ibid., III., p. 265. 

JOHN ·WATT, of Rose Hill, according to·,. Burke's Peerage and 
Baronetag-e," editions of 1850. 1854, &c .• styled "Lord of Session," 
was doubtless confounded with ADAM WATT (his father?), who, in 
1661,~ was "Writer to His Majesty's Signet," i. e., a Solicitor of the 
highest grade and Commissary of Kircudbright. These Commis­
sarii were Judges who had jurisdiction in Divorce cases. 

In 1696 the Commissioner of Supply for the Shire of Edinburgh 
was WATT of Rose Hiil : and in 1704 Adam Watt of Rose Hill filled 
the same office-the latter eldest son of John of Rose Hill. His 
daughter :Margaret, or l\Iary (t\·hichever name was the first in 
order), married Sir Walter Riddell, whose Baronet.age and Land­
charter is the oldest extant in Scotland, dating back to 1124 and 
115.3, in the reign of David I. Among- the descendants of this 
Lady RIDDELL, nee Watt, are a surprising number who rose to high 
rank. military and civil. 

From the ,vatt family home in. then near, Edir.burgh, Scot­
l::1.-nd, a large district of New York city took its name, comprising 
pretty much the whole of the 19th and 22d Wards and a small por­
tion of the 18th Ward-21st Street, along- the southern boundary, 
from Broadway to or towards the East River, was known as Watts 
Lane. sometimes Love Lane. The ma.in entrance of the domain 
was remarkable for the magnificent elms on either side, which were 
still existing- within about half a century, near the corner of 27th 
Street and Fourth A venue. 

More interesting details in this connection have been handed 
down by tradition ; but almost all the documentary records and 
relics of the Watts family in this country have perished. In Scot­
land the family in male line is extinct. The Watts tovm house on 
Pearl Street, nea.r l\Ioore, was burned in the great fire of 1776: the 
country seat, near the present Bclleyue Hospital, was likewise 
consumed, and so suddenly that nothmg was saved. All the old 
family silver was found melted up among the ruins. Within the 
old district there is a church, still called the Rose Hill Methodist 
Church, on -- Street near Third A venue : and not many years 
since a number of buildings had the same title, of Rose Hill, a.s a. 
distinction.-./f'rom Old Memoranda, just recovered. 

* The connection between this John Watt, previously 
mentioned, is not shown. The connection between the 
successive generations bearing the name of John Watt, in 
Scotland, in the 16th, 17th, 18th, and in America in the 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries, has entirely ceased to exist 
in lines bearing the name of Watt, but not in collateral 
branches. 

t The John Watt, Founder of the Hospital bearing his 
name, cannot belong directly to the WATTS or WATT family 
in the Colony and State of New York, because that is ex­
tinct in Scotland, except (as in the case of the Riddell con­
nection) in collateral branches, which, naturally, do not 
bear the name. (J. W. de P.) 


