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The Wlarren Family.

THE ELDER WARREN.

The Busy and Eventful Life of an Early Amer-
ican Manager.

On the 19th day of October, 1796, there
szepped ashore in New York, from a vessel
which had brought him by a tedious passage
of three weeks from Gravesend. a yvoung Eng-
lishman, whose ability as an actor and enter-
prise asa manager will always be held in rev-
erent and grateful rememabrance by the dra-
matic’ profession and play-going public of
America. His name was William Warren,
and he was born in the city of Bath on May 10,
1767. His father, a respectable mechanic.
gave him no more education than he thought
was needful to fit him for following a trade;
but:the boy, having a_strong predilection tor
the .stage, and having been appiauded for
certain youthful attempts at acting, scorncd to
apply himself to the occupation ot cabinet-
maker, for swhich he was intended, and de-
termined to-become an actor. 1In 1734, there-
fore, at the age of seventeen years, he made his
debut as a player in the character of louuze
Norval; in Home’s now almost forgotten
tragedy of ¢ Douglas,” with a company which
‘was making tragedy comical, and lowering
comedy to farce, in a little village ncar Bath.
called Chippenham, or Chipping-Norton His
reception encouraged him to proceed in the
career he had chosen. In this stroiling com-
pany, under the management of one Biggs, he
played all the first parts in tragedy and com-
‘edy, and of . course gained. some proiessional
knowledge, though the school was bad. For
this labor, which must have been a true labor
of love, young Warren received less than four
shillings per week. Leaving Biggs’ party, he
joined the forces of another stroller called
‘“Tag” Davis, who had a company of a
higher order, among the members of which
were Samuel William Rvley. the author
of ‘* The Itinerant,” and Bignell, afterward
in - America, -but only known in the South.
At the end of the season, Warren, too poor
to. . pay for :a place in the coach, walked
home 'to the house of his indulgent parents.
Nothing daunted by the ill success, pecuniarily,
of his venture, he rejoined Davis at the
opening of ancother tour, having become at-
tached to him, as well as to a wandering life.
Poverty was attached to both. as before, and
Rvlev speaks of their situation at Lyme as
being: deplorable ; they were utterly penniless

and without: food, which could be procured

only by stratagem. On this occasion the
author of *‘ The Itinerant ” quotes Warren as
exclaiming in mock heroics, *¢ Was it for this

I left my father’s shop?” and then adding from
Dogberry, ““Would he were here to ‘write
me down an ass!”’ For B:qqs, his first man-
ager, (now having 2 company in the neichbor-
hood of Davis’ barn) Warren did doubie duty,
starring it in both establishments, walking
from Lyme to Bedminster and back again, to
serve his two masters, not having profit
enougzh from his “‘ double toil and trouble” to
pay for. any other “‘leathern convenience’”
than his shoes. His nextengagement was with
Jefferson the first (Thomas, who had his
career in England, and died in 1807%): but ‘he
was induced to return to his friend Biggs by
the tempting offer of ten shillings per week.
This munificent salary -enabled him for the
first titne to ride on the top of the stage to his
destination.  During his rambies: about this
period he met- two actors, afterward well
known in Boston and New York—}Hoge and
Baker. - After several changes of place:and
manager, Biggs, having been deserted by
most of his company, followed Warren and
another stroller named Woolley, and. being
unable to persuade-‘them to return, arrested
them Doth, and, carrying them, guarded by a
constable, before a magistrate, swore thev
were Journevrnen tailors who had deserted
from him, and left clothesunfinished which they
had engaged tocomplete. But the magistrate
discharged the voung men, advising them to
return to their homes and .parents. This ad-
vice was not followed, however, and *‘ Tag”
Davis, havmg' a new opposition house built
for him in' Exeter by a man who was rich
enough to indulge bis desire to overthrow the
established dynasty, Warren-joined his com-
pany. ‘To give the reader an idea of the con-
tempt shown in England by people of every
condition toward the members of .

STROI.LI‘\TG COMPANIES

in those days, two- anecdotes of Warren are
quoted by Dunlap. - Biggs, who seems to
have considered Warren essential to his well-
being, again followed him, and -endeavored to
prevail on him to rejoin his company but,
not .succeeding, changed his persuasive tone
to.abuse, which he carried so far as to provoke
Warren to break his pipe over the manager’s
head. For this Biggs again took him, with
the aid of a constable, on charge of assaultand
battery, and the justice, hearing the atcuser

state that the accused was a strolling player.

was about committing him to jail, but War-
ren retorted the title of strolling manager on
Biggs, and the magistrate dismissed both with
contempt, from his august presence. The
second concerns the treatment of the whole of
the clder Jefferssn’s company. . One Mr.
Carey, a man of forture, on the occasion of
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some family festival engaged Jefferson aud
his company to go to Tor Abbey, his place -uf

residence, and perform-a play. Accordingiv.

they a!l proceeded thither, not in carts or von
foot, as mcst of them travelled usually, hi ¢,
atiended by their very respectable manager,
12 coaches, post- chaises and gigs. When the v
arrived at Tor Abbey they were shown into
the servants’ hall, where a tabie and dinner
were prepared for them. Jefferson senta re-
monstrance to Carey, and the company pr-
vailed on the manager to take a coach and
turn his back on the aristocrat, whiie thev
performed a play for his emolument. Thev
then refused food in the inhospitable mansiorn,

and Mr. Carey, finding the actors so stom-

achiul, made his appearance and apologies,
showed them into a more dignified part of his
house, and prevailed upon them to take food
more ncurishing than the air of offended
pride which thev had assumed and were en-
deavoring to digest for the occasion. They
ate and drank, and plaved their piay and
farce for the amusement of the great man and
his family, and returned home content. Com-
menting on these and similar instances, Dun-
lap says: *‘ That so many come out of the
furnace, if not purified. vet so far uninjured
as to assume the rank oi respectable and hon-
orzble .men, is trulv wonderful. If we look
back upon the lives of most of those persons
who have come to America and have chal-
lenged admiration as actors and respect as
men, we shall find that they passed through,
from carly youth to manhood, a succession
of scenes sufficient to “destroyv all sense of
moral propriety.  To have undergone such
experience with such debased and debasing
associates, and yet to stand erect in society,
is prcof- of uncommon merit ; that many sink
never to rise, is plain.”

The frequent recurrence of poverty, insult
and dxsgrace at length, as the novelty and en-
ticements of  liberty began to lose their
charms, brouy *ht Warren to reﬁect upon thc
tolly of his conduct. ‘‘He had experienced,”
says Carpenter, ‘‘poverty in its most intoier-
able shape—hunger.” He had found that in-
nocence was not a protection to the player-if
accused of a crime, for the magistrate consid-
ered him as a vagabord. ¢‘Indeed,” he con-
tinues, ‘' what could we hope, seeing, as he
did, so much penury around him, and, at the
same time, so much ignorance and incapacity
in many of his associates?” While thus ru-
minating on his sad condition he received a
letter from his fatherinviting him home; and
hoping to qualify himself for, and obtain, a
higher post in the profession he had-choscn;
he returned to the paternal rtoof. A few
weeks later, through the influence of Incle-
don, Blanchard and other London actars
with whom he became acquainted, he got a
situation in a respectable provincial theatre,
and obtained the friendship of Dowton. e
now strove to make himself truly an arti-t,
and by industry and good conduct acquiic<

skill ard importance in his profession. -lic

was a member of the Salisbury Theattical
Corps in 1787, when a prosecution was in=ti-
tuted through malice against the proprictor,

and he was cast on the old vagrant ‘act.
This caused a repeal of the statute, and:a pro-
tecting act was passed by which justices of

. the peace were enjoired to license and protect

any rvanagcr who chose to establish a theatre.’
From this time the now prudent actor in-
creased in. reputation. and emoluments.. In:
1788 he joined the companyv of the famous
Tate Wilkinson, and Mrs. Siddens being en-
gaged to appear. at York, Warren had the ad-
vantage of plaving Gloster to-her Jane Shore o
Count Baldzcinto her fsebella o Prrnli to her
Belvideia, and Old Norgal-to- ‘her Lady Ran-
doipl. His habits of industry and attention
to. the business. of the scene gained him the
appreobation of this lady, who, in her provin-
cial tours, was annoyed very generaliv by the
absence of those wvirtues. While in - this.
position (2 favored performer in a respecta-
tle company, directed. by a man of talents)
he was found by Thomas Wignell, who had
gone to England to obtain recruits for the
new theatre in . Philadelphia.  Mrs. Siddons
gave the young acior a very strong recom-
mendation. and- Wignell made him an offer
which he immediately accepted.  Warren was
then married, and, as the highest :salary in.
Wilkinson's company was.only a guinea and

~half a week, and some stood as low as 13

shillings, it is no.wonder he was tempted by
thc sum offered by the American mana«er.

WIGNELL .\\D HIS PLANS.

It is proper at this. point to glance at’ the
record of this famous manager, “and what he
was doing at the time of Warren's advent.
Thomas Wignell, the son of an old London
actor. and himsecif a histrion of considerable
experience, though he had barely attained his
majority, was sent (o this country in 1774 by
his cousin, Hallam, the pioneer manager in
America, either as a substitute for himself or
as a desirable recruit, to join Douglass at the
John Street Theatre in New York, which he
was intending to open in the autumn of that
vear. Wignell reached New York in October,
but:on the day after his arrival a resolution
of the first-Provincial Congress, passed on the
23th of that month, was promulgated, agree-
ing to discounterance and discourage every
species of extravagence aand dissipation, and,
among others, naming ‘‘ gaming, cock-fight-
ing, exhibition of shows, plays and other ex-
pensive diversions and entertainments.” This
resolution was conveyed to Douglass ina let-
ter from the president, Pevron Randolph, and
the committee of New York likewise gave him'
notice of the same ; and, knowing that ail the'
theatres of the continent were virtually closed
by it, and that it would be in vain to hope for
patronage or support under these circum-
stances, Douglass embarked with Wignell and
the rest of the company for the more” loyal
colonies of the English West Indies. They
landed at Jamaica, where they remained until
the United States had become an mdependent
nation. Douglass settled permanently in Ja-
maica, where he played the part in real life of
one of his Britannic majesty’s judges. He
relinquished the management of the’American
company to Hallam, who took as a partner
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John Henry. -Returning to New York, this
company effected the long-deierred opening
of the John Street Theatre, Nov. 21, 1735. - It
included the 'managers. Wignell, llarper,
Morris, Biddle. Wools, Lake, Durang, Mrs.
Morris, Mrs.: Harper, Miss Tuke, Miss Du-
rang. and-occasionally Miss- Storer, whe after-
ward beecame Mrs. Henry.  Hallam. Henry,
Wignell, Morris and Wools were sharérs ; the
others were “salaried. . The opening bill in-
cluded- ** The Game.xter”» and ““Love 4 la
Mode,” and Wignell made his first appearance
on the American stage as Lzwsox in the for-
mer and Syzire Groovein the lat' erpiece. le
grew into great favor in New York, and also
in Baltimore. where a new theatre was'opened
on Aug. 16, 1786; in Richmond, where he
apppeared in' October, and in -Philadelphia.
where the company next proceeded. - '} he fol-
lowing February the company returned to the
John Street house, where,’ according to Dun-
Iap, ‘on-April 16, 1730, was performed the first
American play everproduced on aregularstage
by a regular company of comedians—a five-
act comedy called ‘" The Contrast,” written
by Royal Tyler of Boston. - The next month
a* farce, by the same author, called **May-
Day. or New York in an Uproar.”” was pro-
duced for Wignell's benefit.  Wignell remained
a member of the company until 1701, when,
in consequence of some ill trcatment at the
hands of Hallam and Henry, tprincipally,
Ireland believes, the refusal of a promised
furlough to visit his friends in Erngland). he
left the concern, and embarked in an opposi-
tion enterprise, which resuiied.in the organi-
zation of the finest theatrical corps ever then
seen in America, and probably never sur-
passed since, and the founding of an estab-
lishment in Philadclphia which for vears took
precedence of any in New York in the rankof
its performers and the completeress and ele-
gance of its stage appointments. UnderWig-
nell’s energetic direction : the long-contem-
plated plan of a new theatre in the Quaker
City was matured and put in execution. -Mr.
Reinagle, brother of the famous animal: pain-
ter, and a professor-of music of distinction,
entered into partnership with him : their
friends furnished such additional funds. as
were. necessary ;- a site was purchased on
Chestnut street,. next-to the west corner. of
Sixth street. and an. elegant edifice .was
erected. An  Englishman named Anderson
was associated with Wignell and Reinagle in
this scheme, and afterward acted as the finan-
cier of the firm and treasurer of the theatre.
#While the playhouse was building Wignell
went to England amply provided with money
to engage. a company, and "he secured : and
landed in America in September; 1793, a

'REMARKABLE COLLECTION OF TALENT,

including (beside Mr. and Mrs. Morris, who
scceded with him from Hallam and Henry's
forces), Fennel, Chalmers, Moreton, M'\rshall
Harwood, W hltlock Green, the Darlevs, 'sen-
ior and junior, Francis. Bates, Blissert, War-
rell, Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs, Oldmxxon. Mrs.
Fr'm:.is; Mrs. Marshall, Miss Broadhurst,
Mrs. Warrell, Miss Williams (afterward Mrs.

. Green),/ Miss Oldﬁeld, and others of less note.

With this company and the magnificent new
theatre all- looked" prosperous, notwithstand-

‘ing Hlenry had anticipated the-managers of the
enterprise by bringinga strong re-enforcement

from En"‘and. to- the **Old American Com-
pany "’ " and taking the field in Philadelphia be-
fore them. Butthe newcompany of Wigneliand

‘Reinagle encountered at its very arrivul the

news of the prevalence of vellow fever, which

-scourged Philadeiphia-so awfully more than
~once at the close of the last century, and which

tor vears had the effect of destroying the well-
laid plans and excellent arrangements of these

judicious and Iindetatigable managers. So

complete was their establishment on the arri-
vai of their first company that, before the

- Philadelphia house could be opened, a debtof
“nearly £20,000 had been incurred. Of course,

this-heavy burden was increased by these visi-
tations of pestilence. The frightful state -of
the city in 1793 (the vearwhen the fever raged
witn dreadtul mn) comnelled them to quarter
their large force in different viilages of Dela-
ware and New Jersey, where a monstrous
debr was hourly raccumulating- in  salaries
alone, nearly every performér having claims,
by the terms of the contract made.in England,

for his pay from .the moment of his arrival.

- While awaiting the return of health to Phila-

delphiz, Wignell and Reinagle opened the old
theatre. in Annapolis, and subsequently the
Baitimore theatre, with their fine corps, and

" thus it came-about that it was not until Feb.

17, 1794, that theyv were able to open the new
house in Philadelphia. The plan of the struc-

- ture - was furnished by Richards, Wigneli's

brother-in-law, and secretary to the Roval
Academy, who likewise presented to the mana-
gers several fine sets of scenery and 2 beauti-
ful drop-curtain ; the house was decorated and
the other scenery supplied by Milbourne, a
scenic painter brought from England by Wig-
neil, Reinagle :directed the orchestra, and
Wignell superintended the stage, while An-

.derson looked: after the front of:the..house.
"The new enterprise immediately sprang into
‘great popularity. In the early autumn of

1796 Wignell made a2 second trip to England
for recruits for his company, and en«aged Mrs.
Merry, n¢e Anne Brunton), Thomas Abthorpe
Cooper. then a youtn of twenty, Mr. and Mrs.

Oscar - Byrne (the dancers), Mr. and. Mrs.
. Lestrange, and William Warren.. They ar-

rived in New.York, 21 days from Gravesend,

~on Oct. 19. It is comical to think that Mrs.

Merry was actuzlly importing with her three

- husbands-at once ; but such was the case, and
- all-.concerned surely would have been amazed

could they-have foreseen the incidents of .a
not very remote future.. Merry died in 1798,
at Baltimore, and his widow married Wignell
in 1803. He, in turn, died suadenly, Seven

-weeks after theu marriage, and, in 1806, the
- enterprising widow married Warren. ,

WARREN'S FIRST APPEARANCE

on the stage in America is. recorded as having

taken place in Baltimore, but the exact date is

not a matter of record, and the role is also un-
kaown. Itis certain, however, that his d¢but
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must have occurred between.Oct. 1q. and,Dcc

5, 1795, for at the latter date, according to-

Dunlap. (excellent authority, it may be re-

marked), he appeared in Philadelphia with

Wignell and Reinagle’s company, playing
Friar Lawrence in ** Romeo and Juliet ™ (Mrs.

Merry. being. the Julict and . Moreton the -

Romeo), and Bundle in *“ The Waterman.”

Warren pla\cd in Phlhdclphm through the

remainder ‘of the season, and in the follow-
ing August went with the compam to New
York, opcaing on the 234 of that moath -in
the Greenwich Street Theatrc which had been.

altered from Rickett's circus, and fitted up for

a summer theatre by John Joscph Holland,
an architect and artist, whom Wigrell had
brought from -London the previous year.

Otway’s *“Verice Preserved” was the prin-

cipal feature of the opening bill, with Mrs,
Merry, Cooper and Moreton in the principal
parts. Warren made his first appearance in
New York on this occasion as Fr7uli in the

'trazedv and OJd Dviley in the farce, ** Who's

the Dupe ?" which formed the afterpiece.. ““The
company,” says. Wood in commenting upen
the event, ‘‘was at this time of an extent and
power never siace equalled. It numbered,

for comedy and tragedy, Fennell, Cooper, ,

Moreton, Wigrell, Fox, Mrs. Merry, Mrs.

Oldmnon, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, Miss.

Broadhurst, Mr. and Mrs, Warrell, Mr. and
Mrs. Morris, Mr. and Mrs, Harding, Mr.
Harwood, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard. Mr. Blis-
sert, Mr. and Mrs. Francis. Mr. Warren, Mr.
and. Mrs. B) rne (dancers), and many. others.v
But in spite of the merit of the troupec the
summer season was not profitable, and Wig-
nell.and Reinagle closed a season of 14 weeks
at their temporary cstablishment with a lcss
of $2,350, and drew off their forces to winter
quarters. The summer of the following year
(179S) the company was employed at Annapo-
lis and Baltimore. At the former place Wil-

liam B. Wood, a native. of Montreal, born

‘\Iay 26, 1779, who subsequently became War-

ren’s partner in management, made his first.
appearance on, the stage as -George Barntoell’
on June 26, and was thereupon engaged with

the company. Beside their interest in the
theatres of the cities above named, Wignell
and Reinagle in 1Soo became connected with
one at Washington—the United States The-
atre—a new house, originally intended. for a

hotel, subsequently known for many years as_
the . post office and patent-office, and. finally.
destroved by fire.. The managers prepared .

at. Philadelphia, .scenery, and an. artificial

dome and other embellishments for the audi- ‘
torium ; but on the way to the capital city a -

rain storm invaded the slow-moving. wagons,

and much of the stuff was ruined, causing
great ‘delay in opening the theatre. But.

after awhile they accomplished their object,
and thenceforward added Washington to their
circuit. This circuit arrangement rendered
possible an excellent and prudent feature of
Wignell and Reinagle’s management——the
employment of the company in the summer
while their Philadelphia house was closed.
Beside taking the histrions out of that city
during the season of fever, it cnabled the

managers/to avoid the annovance and uncer-
tainty of /collecr.ing together so' numerons a: .
body {ireguently numtering 70 or 30 persons) -
for the qutuma season in Baltimore, and aiso -
gave the junior performers the means of un-
interrupted progress and studyv. The summer -
season was managed on the sharing plan, grad---
uated by the winter salaries, and it was con-
ducted by the successcrs. of Wignell -and-
Reinagle for many years with great advan-

tage until the starring system was introduced,

to the speedy ruin of these safe companies,
and, finaliy, to the utter prostration of the
larger .establishments, Alexandria was "sub-
sequen tly aodcd to the circuit.

- THE FIRST BR‘E.\I\ BY DLATII

oi the little coterie with whom Warren came
from England was the sudden taking off by
apoplexy on Jan. 24. 1795,  of Mr. Merry,
husband of the accomplished leading lady of
the company. Mrs. Merry's contract with.
Wignell expired. shortly after, and she was
offered 360 per week for a season ot 33 or 4o -
weeks, and a gunarantee of 3600 for a benefir,
1o go to New York, but she declined, and re-
engaged herself at the Philadelphia house,:-
the company at which. in the scason of 1799-.
So. included Warren, Wood, Cooper, Bernard,
Marzhall, Cain, Blissett, Darley, sr., Le-
strange, the W. arrels (scorior and junior). Fran-
cis, Wignell, Morris. Robins, Cromwell, Mit-.
chell -Hopkins, Master Harris, Mrs. Merry,
Mrs, Marshall, Mrs. Morris, Mrs. W arreil,
Mrs. Francis, Mrs. lelmgrhzun, Mrs. Salmon,
Mirs. Bernard, Miss Lestrange, Miss Arﬁold,
Miss Solomon, and Miss Broadhurst. The
next season there were a number of changes
in the corps. Mrs. \Iorrx: went to Em:hmd
and Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, Mr. and Mrs.
Lestrange, both thc_ W.zrre‘ls Mrs. Warrell,
Darley, Cromweli, Mitchell, Master Harris,
Mrs. Gillingbam, Mrs. Salmon, Miss Broad-
hurst and Miss. Lestranyge went elsewhecre,
and in their places came Darley, jr., Prig-
more, Durang, Bailey, Usher and ‘Hammond,
Mgrs. :Shaw, Mrs. Snowden, Miss Juliana
Westray, (who subsequently became Mrs.
Wood), and Miss E. Westray. :The following
vear the company was deprived of Cooper,
who broke his contract and seceded to New
York, on the- ground: that he had:not been
given the opporiunities his abilities deserved ;
but was-enniched. by the accession of Mr. and
Mrs. Jones, who came to this country in ‘the
summer of 1S0f, and. Mr. and Mrs. Whitlock
from the Boston Company. In the autumn of
1802, Fennell and Mr. and Mrs. Whitlock went-
to. New.-York, . and. there were some ‘minor
changes in the company. Mrs. Merry re-
mained a widow until the first of January,
1803, when she bestowed her hand upon \}’tg-
nell. - On Feb. 23 Wignell died suddenly
and unexpcctedly from the inflammation of a
vein in which he had been bled a few days
previous for a determination of blood to the
head. le is described by Dunlap as an ath-
letic man, below the ordinary height, with a
slight stoop in his shoulders, handsomcly
formed limbs and remarkably small feet. Iiis
large blue eves were rich in expression, and
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his comedy was luxuriant in “humor, but
always faithful to the author. Wood adds
that he was a most amiable and well-mannered
man, and that he found in him an invaluable
friend and father. For several years before
his death he appeared rarely on the stage, the
labors and cares of management-absorbing his
whole attention. By the demise of Wignell,
the managément devolved upon his widow
and Reinagle, and, after closing the Philadel-
phia Theatre scveral nights as a tribute of
respect to the memory of ‘the deceased. they
opened it’ with. Warren a3 ‘acting -manager;
Wood, who since 179¢ had been treasurer,
as assnstant and Remaq.e as before, in
charge of the musical department. Wood

says in his *‘ Personal Recollections,” that,

though Warren could pian a season admira-
bly, he found the labor of carryving out his
de51gns an insupportable toil, and, though
professedly stage manager, the bulk of the
labors of that office fell to. his (Wood's) share.
During this season, the sccond part of Shakes-
peare’s ‘‘ Henry IV " was gotten up for the
first time 1 America, and Warren at once ac-
quired the high reputation he af:erward main-
tained-as Fulstaff. Wood went to- England in

Jure, 1S03. for rest, recreation and recruits.

Pnor tohisdeparture a most 1mponunt cngage-
ment waseffected for the theatre, it bcmg with

J'EFFER°0N THE SECO\D

(the first Joseph). Mr. Jefferson was born in
Plymouth Eag., in 1774, and came to this
country in 1795, under engagement to Charles
Stuart Powell, to appear at the Federal Strect
Theatre in Boston. Powell failing, however,
Jefferson made his American début with
Hodgkinson and Hallam's company, which
acted at that house from Nov. 2, 1795, until
Jan. 20, 1796, and accompanied it to New
York, where he played two seasons atthe John

Street Theatre and five at the Park. He was
engaged at the Chestnut to take the place of
John Bernard, who had rcp‘.lred to Boston,
and joined, at. the opening of the season of

1803=4, a company which included, all told,

Warren, Downie, William Francis, William
Twaits, Francis Blissctt, W. B. Wood, Cain,

Owen Morris, Warrell, Durang, Mestayer.

Melbourne, Fox, Hardinge, Lestrange, Usher,

Mrs. Wignell, Mrs. Oldmixon, Mrs.. Shaw,

Mrs. Francis, Mrs. Wood, (.Tuhana Westray),

Mrs. Solomon, Mrs. Snowdon Mrs. Durang,
Mrs. Downie, Mrs: Morris and Miss Hunt,
Winter justly-remarks that the union of pow-
ers thus indicated for comedy acting was mar-
vellous. The weight, dxomty and rich humor
with which Warren could invest such charac-
ters as Old Dorntorn and Sir Robert Bramble,
‘made him easily supreme in his line. . He held
the leadership, also in the line of Falstaff and
Sir Tobey Belckh. Blissett's fastidious  taste,

neat execution and beautiful polish made him
perfection in parts of the Dr. Caius and Baga-
telle order, which he presented as delicate
miniatures.. Francis was finely adapted for
such boisterous old men as Sir: Sampson Le-
gend and  Sir Anthony Absolute. Jefferson,
conscientious and thorough, and at the same
time brilliant, ranged from J/ercutio to Dom-

inic Sanipson, from Teuchstone to Dogberry,

- and from Farmer Askfield to Mawworm, and

was a consummate artist in-all. Wood was
the Doricourt and Don Felix:; and Twaits, a.
wonderful ‘voung man, brimful of genius,
seemed formed by nature for all such charac-
ters as range with Dr. Pangloss, Tony Lumnp-
kin or Goldfinck. The season was a fairly
prosperous' one, and so was that of 1504—3,_

_with few changes in the companyv. Attheend

of the last-named season, however, there were
some secessions from the force, and, in the
summer of 1803, Warren went -to- England on
recruiting service, returning with Mr.. and
Mrs. Woodham, Brav Cross, Mr. and Mrs.

" Mills and Rutherford. With this addition 1o

his regular foree, which included Wood. Jef-
ferson Francis, Morris, Harwood. Cain, Mrs.
Wignell. Mrs. Jefferson, Mrs. Wood. Mrs,
Francis, “Mrs. Morris and  Mrs. Melmoth,
Warren began an active and protitable season.

'The next summer (Aug. 13, 1306) Warren and

Mrs. Wignell were married. This vear (1800)
the Phﬂadelphxa company was composecd of
Warren, Wood, McKensie, Mills, Webster,

' Woodham, Spencer Cone, Cross, Cain, Fran-

cis, Robins.. Sanderson, Blissett, Ba:lev Jef-
ferson, Taylor, Durang. Bray and beymour
Mrs. \\arren (late Wignell), Mrs. Francis,
Mrs. Seymour, Mrs. Morris, Mrs. Jefferson,
Mrs. Cunningham, Mrs. Mills and Miss Hunt
Twaits, Harwood, the Daileys, Fennell, Ruth--
erford, Mrs. Oldmixon and other former
members of the troupe were this year in: New
York. In Feb., 1807, Mrs. Warren played
an engagement in New York, and. in March,
Cooper returrned the comphmcnt by pla\uw
in Fhiladelphia. ,

\VARRE\T AND WOOD.

The year 1S0S brought a sad bereavement to
Warren. During the two vears which had
elapsed since his marnage to Mrs. Wignell
they had been happy in their new. relatxon
and prosperous in their business enterprises.
The future looked very bright to them.; but
their plans wwere frustrated by the sudden
death in childbed of Mrs. Warren, on June
28, at Alexandria. The demise of this beau-
tiful and brilliant woman was deeply lamented
by -all who knew her in private life, and
mourned by the great public which had de—
lighted in her genius as anactress. - Warren’s
dislike to.the faugumg details of the-director-
ship has already been mentioned.  Now that
his wife was dead he felt incapable of . attend-
ing to busimess affairs for a time, and a
double burden was thrown upon Wood.. Three
years previous the latter was laid up for some
time by the rupture of a blood vessel while
playing Charles de Moor, but the injury was
not deemed permanent. For some time he
had been acting stage manager, and in 1806,
soon after Warren’s marriage with Mrs. Wig-

‘nell, was formally appointed to that position.

His health gradually gave way under  the
strain, and in the summer of 1808, when his
labors were greatly increased, he sank into a
state of nervous disability so alarming that his
medical advisers ordered an immediate sus-
pension of labor, and a sea voyage as the
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only chance of recovery. He, thercfore, made
a second visit to England remaining away
until October, 1309.

~ In that vear Warren was married for the
third time, his wife being Miss Esther For-

tune, the daughter of Mrs. Euphemia For-

tune, the widow of a Scotch merchant, who
for many vears kept a lodging house adjoin-
ing the John Stree: Theatre in New York.
The .third Mrs. Warren was 2 sister of Miss
Euphemta Fortune, who married the second
Jefferson nine vears prevxouslv and with him
became a member of the company at the
Philadelphia Theatre in 1503. Thus the two
families of Warren and Jefferson were united.
On'Wood's return from Europe. some of his
Philadelphia friends supplied him w ith funds.

and he purchased one-haif of Warren's rights

in the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington
theatres, and entered into an equal partner-
ship with him. Uuader this arrangement,
Wood, as proposed by Warren, assumed the
entire active management, and the new plan
went into effect at the opening of the Baiti-
more season in the autumn of 13:0. The
company at that time consisted of Warren,
Wood, Jefierson, ** Gentleman George™ Bar-
rett, Spencer Cone, (afterward a noted Baptist
clergyman), Francis, McKenzie, Blissett, Wil-
mot, Hardinge, Robins, Mrs. Wilmot, Mrs.
Wood, Mrs.- Jefferson, Mrs. Francis, Mrs.
Seymour, Mrs. Twaits, Mrs. McKenzie, the
Misses White and others; and it was imme-
diately enlarged and strengthened. Previous
to entering upon his duties as manager, Wood
visited New York, where he played a Dbrief
engagement with Price at the Park, opening
in the character of D¢ FPalmont. “Warren and
‘Wood continued as co-managers for 16 vears,
during which time they experienced many vi-
cissitudes of fortune. The curiousreader will
find the record minutely, if not always impar-
tially, kept by Wood in his ** Personal Recol-
lections,” published in 1835. Warren leit
copious manuscript journals, which. as they
furnish ample material for a volume covering
one of the most interesting perxods in the his-
tory of the American stage, it is to be hoped
will some time be edited and published.

An account in detail of the experiences in
management of Warren and Wood during this
long penod cannot, of course, be given within
the limits of this article ; the prmcxpal events
only can be mentioned, and very briefly.

EXPERIE\ CES-IN MANAGEMENT.

“The summer succeeding their entrance into
partnership, Mr. and Mrs. Duff were added to.
the company, under a contract for three
years, which was subsequently extended to
five, an accession of great value, the latter
being probably the greatest tragic actress that
ever trod our stage, while the former was an
actor of fine and versatile talent. It was to

Mrs. Duff that Moore addressed his lovely -
melody, ‘‘While Gazing on the Moon’s
Light.”” She was born in London, married .

Mr. Duff while on the Dublin stage, came
with him to America in 1810, and in subse-
quent 'years had a career of astonishing bril-
liancy-——darkened however, by much personal

misfortune. She retired from the stage, and
embraced religion in her later years. and
finally died in obscurity in \ew York, Sept.
5, Iu.-\/, at the age of 03. ‘

In October, 1311, -McKenzie, without giving
notice, seceded from the company at the
Chestnur to join that of the rivai house, the
Walnuz. " This move was sevérely censured
by Warren and Wood in a published card, and
the resmit was a rior, or, rather. a series of
riots. in their theatre. which, however, were
fortunately unaccompanied by serious results.
though thev interrupted performances and

caused the management consydemble ioss.

McKensie, who was a dissipated man, several
vears afterward drowned hxmself in the Back

’ Bav at Boston.

- The scascn of 1811-12, owing to the war
with Lnn'iand was a dzsasgrous one to the
new management, though the standard of the

- company and the dramatic productions were

kept up ; that of 1312-13 was no better, and,
with nightly expenses of $300, the managers
sustained a great loss. That of 181 5-14 Was
an xmprovcment., On Mav:r0, 1813, Warren

‘and Wood opened a new theatre on Holliday

street, Baltimore, with much éclat, though
part of the scenery, in trassit from Philadel-
phia. had been destroyed by the Britisk troops
at Havre de Grace. Warren was much vexed
at the loss. but consoled “himself with the re-
mark, in aliusion to the material of the drop
curtains, that ** These were the only btws
{(baize) the English had yetgained by the war.’

The city of Baltimore levied a tax of $ro
per night on thc new house, and applied the
fund thus raised 1o relieve the distress of Bal-
timoreans who were wounded and the fam-
ilies of those killed in the battles of Bladens-
burg and North Point and the bombardment
of Fort Henry. The Philadelphia season this
year was also prosperous, and the coming of
peace in 1815 helped to recompense the man-
agers, as well as others, for their losses dur-

“ing the war. It was ia this year that gas was

mtroduced in the Chestuut Street Theatre.
From this time until 1819, Warren and Wood
were quite uniformly successful in their enter-
prises, their theatres in Baltimore and Phila-
delphia both doing remarkabh well. Toward
the end of the last-named vear, however,
there was a period of depression, which even
extended to benefits. Warren tempted the
public by an entertainment coasisting of five
acts from as many different plays of Shakes-
peare ; but it drew only S327 7 -and. he sub-
mxtted the following appeal ‘
* MR. WARREN'S BENEFIT.

\Ir. ‘Warren presents his respectful compliments to his
friends and patrons of the drama, and begs leave to offer
his name for a second night. That which was intended
for his benefit on the 3d of January having proved
wholly unproductive, he has been induced by some of his
old friends to make the second effort, in the hope that he
may receive a share of that patronage whxch even in this
failing season, has not been withheld from others, and
surely '

“*Tisno sin fora man -
- To'labor in his vocation."’

But this second attempt, on Feb. 25, 1820,
yielded only 3274. This dispiriting season in
Philadelphia closed on March 29 to a heavy
losing average of $399. The company re-
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paired to Balumore for the usual spring term, -
opening on April 3 in a'snow storm. That:

night a sad blow iell upon the enterprising
managers in the total loss by fire of their
theatre in Philadelphia,
which included scenery, machinery, wardrobe,
library, an’ organ, two pianos, music— every-
thing—the only articles saved being the
green-room mirror, the little model of a ship,
and the’prompter’s clock. There was no in-
surance. Warren and Wood were literaily
deprived of all they possessed, and with the

fburmng of the theaire saw the toilsome earn-

ings of 20 years turned to ashes. Despair,
however, was not'the fashion cof the time, and
within a few hours they had effected a lease
for eight years of the Walnut Street Theatre,
or rather'nrcus at the corner of Walnut and
Ninth streets. This establishment was re-
constructed "at great expense, and opened
under their management Nov. 11, 1520

A NOTABLE EVENT

in this same month was the first appearance,
on the 27th, of Edwin Forrest, then a’'lad of
16, as Youno Norval, with Wheatley as
Lord Randolph, Wood as Glenalzsn, Warren
as 0ld Norval, Mrs. Williams as Lady Kan
dolplk, and Mrs. Jefferson as Anna. No great
‘excitement, says Wood, was perccptxble on
the occasion, though the novice acquitted
himself so well as to create a desire for a
repetition of the play, which soon foilowed,
with increased approbation. Soon after, For-
rest added to his reputation by a spirited
effort as Frederic in ** Lover's Vows:” still,
no enthusiasm was evident in the public, and
-his benefit as Ocluziarn was even less than
the former nights, which were: JLozglas.
-8319; - Frederic, $252; benefit, S215. Time
has rendered remarkable the fact that For-
rest’s first appearance at the Walnut was im-
mediately followed by that of Kean. who
played a profitable engagement, notwithstand-
ing there were rumors afloat that the theatre
was unsafe. ' The advent of Kean, Wood
-notes, ‘‘introduced’ 'to America a custom
‘'which, however tolerabie in view of his great
genius, led subsequently to much annoy-
ance and to many abuses—the habit of cail-
ing out performers dead or alive, and, after
the curtain has dropped to receive a tribute
of extra applause.”

. Warren and Wood were not active in efforts
to rebuild the Chestnut Street Theatre, as,
‘Wood shrewdly observes, ‘“ no one except a
manager can conceive the advantage of mo-
nopoly in theatrical concerns.” They refused
-an offer from Beekman to play their company
in New York from September to March, and
from March to July, concluding that their
field was already large enough. "The autumn
season of 1521 at Baltimore was notable for
the appearance with the company of Junius
Brutus Booth, who, after a successiul engage-
ment at the. New York Park, was on his way
South. He played RKickard 77Z. on Nov. 2,
and created an unusual sensation, though the
receipts for his six performances averaged
‘less than $350. The Philadelphia season
opened with Mr. and Mrs, T. Burke, Mr. and

the destrucidon of

~ the first term.
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Mrs. H. Wallack, and Nichols, from the Char-
leston [[heatre, added to the company. James
Wallack, who was announced ‘to appear as

Hamic!, was thrown lrom the mail stage on

his way from New York, and received a frac-
ture of the leg, which rendered bim for many
moaths incapable of any professional exer-
tion, and consequently greatly disarranged the
plans of the managers. During the same
vear the .company suffered from sickness,
Jefferson, Francis, Wheatley, and others hav-
ing been unable to appear for nearly a third
of the season. Blissett, who had been in the
corps for 28 vears, retired -to come into the
pussessicn of a fortune iett him by his father.
Altogether, the scason at the W alnut was not
more prosperous than that which preceded it ;
and the audience, always iooking ‘back to the
old house on Chestnut street, became impa-
tient for its revival. Accordingly, a subscrip-
tion list was opened and filled within three
da} s, and: a lease was granted (in considera-

-tion, as was expressed, of personal feelings
.to,ward the lessees) of the most -liberal condi-

tions, and unshackled by any annoving stipu-
lations ; it- was  for ten years, at a rent of
$3.000, renewable for ten more at the end of
- The new house was finished
and opened on Dec. 2, 1S22. An address by
William Sprague of Boston was spoken by
Wood, and ‘“The School for Scandal” was
performed, with- Warren as Sir Peler Teasle,
Francis as Sir Qliver Surface, Wood as Charles
Surface, H. Wallack as Joscpk, Johnson as
Buckoile, Jefferson as Crabtree, Hathwell as
Rowly, T, Burke as d/vses, Darley as Careless,
John Jefferson as 7rip, Greene as Suzake, Mrs.
Wood as Lady 7eazle, Mrs. Laselle as Ladv
Sneerweil, Mrs. Francis as W/ rs. Candonr, Mrs.

"H. Wallack as #7aria, and Mrs. Greene as the

Maid. (This is Wood’s record ; Wemyss as-
signs Backbite to Thomas Jefierson.) The
season at the new house was a very success-
ful one, as might be inferred. ‘Wilson first
appeared as Pzerre, and joined the company,

~and Wemyss was -also added. Cooper, J.
- Wallack, Charles Matthews,

] ‘Booth, and
others appeared in addition to the regular
force. Meantime, the Walnut Street Theatre
had been sublet to a branch of the New York
company under Cowell's management which
played to a long succession of good houses.
The. opening oi “the Philadelphia ‘season on
Dec. .2, 1823, was marked by'a chanqe of
prices by Warren and Wood, which was inju-

.. dicious : nevertheless, the season"was fairly
.. .successful. "
~ .drawback, Duff being away 33 nights, Mrs.

Duff 43, Wallack 10, 2and Jeﬁ'erson 9 from this

_Illness again proved a' great

cause.
THE STARRING SYSTEM

told heavily against all the theatres under
this control, as the stars took nearly all the
receipts, leaving the managers barely enough
to pay the expenses. This was especially
noted at Baltimore, where stars of all degrees

-and magaificent spectacles were produced at

unsparing cost, but all in vain. The Wash-
ington season was little better, having been a
failure forhe first time. The Philadelphia
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season of 1825-'6 Was no 1mproveme1t on the

preceding ome. Kean’s engagement was a
light one, as there were threats of a riot.
Coopers visit was not profitable, though he
had Miss L. Kelly with him.  Conway, the

tragedian, began an engagement and ‘de-

serted after the sccond m«fht he subsequently
threw himself icto”the sea, whcn on the wayv
to Charlestén? and was drowned. Mr, and
Mrs. Hambiin failed to draw, and so did Mrs.
Barnes. The season ‘ran 151 nights to an
average of $ 301, whzch as the expenses of the

house and company were $300, to .say-
nothing of the demands of the stars, left the-

mana"ement a very small margin. The Bal-
timore spring season of 1526 beqan cheerfully

with Miss Kelly's eight nights' engagement.

Then Kean and trouble came. “* Richard II1.”
was acted in dumb show the first night, the
audience indulging in the most tumuhuous
demonstrations, - which rendered - inaudible
every word spoken on the sm.,e. The theatre
was therefore closed, and Kean finished his
engagement in Philadelphia in Junc—a most
unseasonable time for a round of tragedies.
In the summer of 1825 Wood, dissatistied
with the existing state of affairs, and feeling,
as he‘says; : that his partner was a}lowu‘g his
judgment to be swayed by outside parties, of-
fered to’ buy out Warren's interest, and so
become sole manager of the ‘Philadelphia. Bal-

timore and Washmqton theatres. Warren ob-

jected, urging that management held ‘out a
safe and comfortable prospect for him and his
family in his advancing life, and he did not
wish to abandon it. Wood thercupon de-
clared that Warren must become sole mana-
ger himself, and gave notice that he should
retire from the connection at the end of a
twelve-ronth. For some time Warren could
not believe Wood’s purpose of retirement
could be real, but, finding him setrled in his
determmauon joined him in-arran nrements for

the separatron in the summer of 1526. “Easy-

terms were adjusted without difficulty, and
Wood transeferred ali.his share of the prop-
erty in the different theatres, as well as in the
lease of the Philadelphia house having 16 vears
to run at $3,000 a year, to Warren. The lat-
ter insisted that Mr. and-Mrs. Wood should
retain the - situations they held as'actors so
long as they continued in Philadelphia, which
they agreed to. Warren then, as'sole mana-
ger, opened a summer season in the new
theatre at Washington on Aug. 31, 1826, and
played there until “Oct. 6. Unfortunately, he
tried the attraction of a numbeér of stars who
failed ‘to draw, and" took all the receipts, and
the experiment failed.” The Baltimore -house
remained  closed.” Mr. Warren opened the
Philadelphia theatre on Dec. 4, with a com-

pany including “himself, Jefferson, Wood,

Joseph L. Cowell (stage manager), F. C.
Wemyss, John Jefferson, Porter, W. Forrest,
Heyl, Singleton, Meer, Jones, Wheatley
Webb, Darley, Hallam, Greene, Blgnell Ho-
sack, Parker, - Murray, Garner, Howard,
Klett, Mrs. Wood, “Mrs. Jefferson, Mrs. J.
Jefferson (late Mrs. J. Burke), Mrs. Anderson
Mrs. Francis, Mrs. Greene, Mrs. Darley, Mrs.

Cowell, Mrs. Mecr,  Mrs. Murray*and the

Misses Hathivell. Miss Kelly, Macready,
Booth, Mrs. Knight and. Edwin Forrest were
the stars of/ the season. *‘The Comedyv:of
Errors ™ was produced for the purgose of pre-
senting Jefferson and Cowell as the two- Dro-
mios, and’ proved quite a success. An inter-
esting event was the first: ‘appearance of Miss:
Hester Warren, March 27, 1527, as Fidelia in
*“ The Foundling ;” she created a very favor-.
able impression at first, but was subsequently
cast in parts ill-adapted to her stvle, and did
not gain the success expected of her. The
season was not successful, though it was pub-
licly stated that it brought neither profit nor:
loss to the management.

A NEW PROJECT =

was now devised, which it 'was hoped would
restore - the waning fortunes of the theatre.
This was the effectmg of arrangements of a
very extensive character for the importation
of notable performers from England. and,in
effect, though not professedly, a trial of the
starring system in place of the former stock
methods.” With this end ‘in view, a consider-
able number of the regular company was dis-
charged, and Francis Courtney Wemyss ‘was.
engagred by Warren as acting -and ‘stage man-
ager for a terin of three years, and was ‘dis-
patched to England on June 20 to m'tke tbe-
projected-engagements. ’ P
In the meantime a new Opposmon arose. A

fine theatre was quietly and hurriedly, but

substantially, erected on Arch street, and its-
management was offered to Wood, who ac-
cepted it, disregarding the clause of his con-
tract with Warren providing that he -should
only play with his former co-manager while
in Philadelphia. Wood got together a fairly
good company, but there was no unanimity of
purpose among its members ; dissension fol-
lowed dissension, and the first season, which
was opened -on "Oct. I, was closed at "the
end of three months, although the perform-
ances ‘were well patronized by the public. IIi’

fortune seemeéd to follow  Wood-‘from ‘this

time on, and in the latterpart of his career he.
met with many reverses, seriously impairing

the ample fortune he had prewouslv acquired.
He took a formal leave of the stage at the

Walnut Street Theatre,  Nov. 18§, 1846 at a
truly complimentary oeneﬁt tendered him by

the most eminent citizens of Philadelphia.

He appéared on'the occasion as Sergt. Auster-
litz in' the drama of “*The Old - ‘Guard "—a

most appropriate selection for the lastremain-

mg veteran of that corps which had included.
on its roll the names of so many distinguished
histrions, and had been noted throughout the"
land as the best drilled and most efficient

company of comedians known to the western

world. He died in Philadelphia Sept. 21,
1861, in the S3d year of his age. Mrs. Wood

(Juliana Westray) died in the same city, Nov.

13, 1836.

Wemyss returned from England in the
autumn of 1827, bringing as recruits for War-
ren's establishment, Sloman; Southwell, S.
Chapman, Mercer, Hutchmgs Kerr, Willis,
J. Thompson Norton, Rowbotham,  Mrs.
Sioman, Mrs. Rowbotham, Mrs. Mercer, Miss
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Emery, Miss' Hawthorne and - Miss . Kerr.
rCha.pman quitted. . Warren - .after - arriving

from some dissatisfaction-.about salary,; and :

went with ' Wood to the.Arch-as:stage mana-
ger.: The others remained, and - the season
was opened. on Oct: 29;.with: Southwell as
Komeo, 10 :§638. Things dragged on heavily
until Miss Emery’s.performance of Bizizca and
Eoadne for a,short time produced some ex-

citement and some good receipts. Horn and

Mrs. Knight: plaved -a successful engagement
of three mghts to an average of 2530, with a
joint benefit of 81,053, and subscquenth re-
peated- it:with: like resaolts.. Mrs. Sloman's
arrival: gave a new.impetus to the theatre;

‘her first seven nights averaged $8co. : -She oc-

cupied alternate ‘nights: with - Mrs. .Austin,
‘whose houses  produced -$312 .each.. 3liss
George had but indifferent..success, acd. Miss
Kelly: drew moderate receipts. = Miss Clara
Fislier (afterward Mrs. Macder) acted for ten
‘nights' to -an-average exceeding 8600, and
Miss ‘Rock.and "Mme. - Celeste followed to
‘moderate audiences. : - Notwithstanding these
large receipts,- the first 137 nights. ot the
season barely left to :the treasury $330 per
night. . *Cooper played a-few nights, and then
Forrest; :Horn;:-Pecarman 'and Mrs. Austin
combired with.no. advantage.: ‘Even: CDOper
and Mrs. Sloman acted together:to:.onlv:S211.
‘Thersplendid spectacte of the *“Gnome King ”
'scarcely repaid its cost.. This: long season
terminated oa- June 21, 18%, mthout proﬁt to
‘the treasury. -

It was naturallv etpected that the premature
.closing  of the *Arch- strect Theatre wouid
grea.tly benefit ‘Warren’s - house, but the re-
verse was the case, the next season proving
the lowest and most distressful in the Chest-
nut Street history. Wood, in his ‘“Personal
Recoliections,” says: ‘*Warren surrendered
all his power to others, who became discour-
aged atthe ruin they were bringingaboutthem,
snatched what they could for themselves, ana
departed leavmg poor ‘

WARREN TO. REMAIN 'rm: vrcrm

of ‘their rash and ﬁckle schemes. .»‘He. found
‘that his recent friends, who had got possession
of everything:-he had, were now his insatiable
-and remorseless creditors.” Warren’s private
diary through this season is’ mournful reading.
Among his entries are many. receipts like
‘these : --*‘ Haunted" Tower;".§61:507  Thé-
-rése,”’ $9ol 7 ‘¢ Apostate,” 598, “etc’: -‘“ Hunt,
‘Miss ‘Phillips-and €. Fisher piayed together
-to-$60™% 3 “*the  whole amount of ‘this: house,
‘$20.75 3 Southwell s benefit, 852 ;. Mr. and
Mrs.: Rowbotham s-benefit, S,7'° Miss E. Jef-
‘ferson’s, $33.”" “These, it should be remem-
‘bered, were the gross receipts, while the' reg-
‘ular and necessary expenses were S3co at
the least. Such business would ruin any man-
ager; and so, on Jan. 1, 1829, the Chestnut
Street Theatre, where Warrenhad passed the
‘best years of his life, the scene-of his totls,
his triumphs and his reverses, passed out of
“his" hands,- and ‘Lewis. T. Pratt and. F. C.
‘Wemyss (the latter his acting and stage mana-
ger) became the lessees.  The estabiishment,
however, had not life enough left: in.it to be

{

revived /by the new managers; their-specula-
tionw d1szzstrous .and:Wemyss retired-at the
close of the. follomng season.from manage-
ment, and even from the stage:for a time,

. The breaking.up-of the old.company-was a
heavv blow to some:of its members. as well as
the manager.: Recs (‘* Colley Cibber™)in re-
cording the event speaks thus of: Joseph Jef-
ferson, Warren’s. brother-in-law.:: ‘~He was
considered rich, looked upon as such. and on
every occasion of ‘his.benefit the public, the
smiling thousands, turned-out en masse. But
soon -a -change  came:over :his dream of life.
His friend, William.\Warren, became involved
in -difficulties—suit ' after: suit -pressed:- him
down the tide of misfortune ; *Old Jei’ held
out his arm to the-rescue-; it:saved his-friend
for the -moment, but ruined himself; their
untred - fortunes were now a wreck, and in
their old days, with large farmues around
them, they were compel'e(. to quit the scene
of their success:as well as misfortunes. -

<o .. Jeflerson :made an ~appea.1~_:to his
patrons, under circumstances :of ‘a -peculiar
nature, for a benefit: His claims upon the
public, his losses.. were: set forth in langunage
none couid mistake. - The:night-came- [Dec.
23, 1S2g9]—the house. was deserted. .. Forlorn
ana:broken-hearted, the: old -man qmtted his
home; his registered ~oath-that- he. :would
never play more in Philadelphia was: kept.”
Wounded in pride; and ill-prepared in pocket
for this sudden reverse of favor and fortune,
Jefferson tade adieu forever to. the Quaker
City, formed a traveling company with: the aid
of-his wife and children, and wandered through
the smaller towns -of Pennsylvania,  Mary-
land and Virginia, making ‘Washington his
headquarters. His daughter, Mrs. Anderson,
and his voungest, Jane, died: in guick. succes-
sion;his son-in law, Chapman, was killed by a
fall from a horse ; his son, John, fell dead in
a fit, .and, last grief of all; his wife was taken

away. . :Overcome:by this.accumulation of do

mestic. woe, he died at Harrisburg in 1832.

- In May, 1829, Warren—now grown :feeble
and dispirited, and with all-his plans defeated
and ‘his former friends-.and advisers repre-
sented: by the sheriff in the old-theatre—joined
the regular stock atthe Walnut Street house.

-Whmh was rcopened under the management of
'S. Chapman and J. Greene. Mr. and Mrs.

‘Wood.were also at this establishment.- War-
renappeared on-May 30..and acted occasionally
through the summer: .-He had a beneit, when
William- Chapman and: Mr. ‘and -Mrs. Row-

Jbotham played for:him,and Mrs. Erancis, who

had: left the stage some time.before;.volun-
teered:as. 475t Malaprop for her last-appear-

-ance-on:-the boards. . The season :ended on

July 29, and atits termination Warren went to
Baltimore. The next record of his-appearance

‘on ‘the stage is more than a year later. The
Adelphi, a new theatre, erected in Baltimore

for the elder Booth and John R. Duff, was
opened -on Oct. 4, 1830, and Warren was a

.member of the company. It was at this house

(commonly called the ‘“Mud Theatre” on ac-

‘count-of its location) and during this season
that Hamlet was produced with the following
‘cast; without doubt the most extraordinary one
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it ever had 1in:America: Hanlet,- Charles
Kean ; Glost, J. R. Duffi; Polonizes, William

Warren. ;- Laerzes, »-Archer‘ King, Isherwooed; -

Horatio, Hazard ; Osric, John ,_Se.xton First
Grave Digger, ¥lvan; Second GCrave /){;{e'er.

Mercer ; First Actor, McKinney ; Second Ade- -
Zor, Junius:Brurus Booth ; Opleiia, Mrs Flynn;

Queen, Mrs. Duff. Warren phved here occa-
sionally. throughout the season, and when, on
Aug. 29, 1831, the ““Three Williams,” Jones,
Duffy and Forrest opened .

THE ARCH STREET THE \TRE

in Phxladelpma he mmrated there. Pratt and
Wemyss; nothing: discouraged by their failure

of the preceding January, reopened the Chest- .

nut Streethouse on-Sept. 16, 1531, and Warren
want there in Nov. to piay what proved to be
his last engagement. Infirm,.and with none
of his old-time spirit, he acted:three nights to
$210, $56 and Sqgorespectively.  His benefit on
the 235th reached only $206, and of course was
a loss of about:S100. He essayved Sir Rodert
Braméle - in-** The Poor Gentleman” on this
occasion, and it ‘was a melancholy night to
many present ; for, in-the third act, his mem-
ory wholly failed him, and it was with.difficuity

that the other performers were enabled to sup- -

port him through the remainder of the play.
His health, as well as his spirits, had been

rapidly declining, and he retired to Baltimore,.

never to-act again. .' He lingered a vear, and,
cn Oct. 19, 1832 32, gave-up a life ciouded toward
its close by many more . afflictions and cares
than fall to the lot of most men.

In a sketch of Warren’s career, written by
James Rees (“ Colley Cibber”) and pub-
lished in .the Philadelphia Dramatic Mirror
Aug. 22, 1841, the following reference is made
to his last days: *“Mr. Warren removed to
Baltimore in 1831. The writer of this sketch
found him the landlord of an obscure inn ; the
sign of ‘John Falstaff* hung over the door.
It was the resort of the friends of the drama,

but they, alas ! were few, for the drama had -but

few friends in -the WIonumental city. Of an

evening 1 noticed the old veteran stager hob-

bling before his doo:r the victim to gout, his
once round, plump figure shrunk up, aad his
once jolly face the relic of other and brighter
days. It is melanchaly te dweil upoan the last
expiring -rays of genius ; but alas! how much
more painful it is to watch life going cut with
its last rays. So .it was in Warren, the ghm-
mering of the one.was the dying of the other.”

Of Warren S . ablhty as an actor there is

ample testimony in the pages of contemporary
critics and historians. A distinguished critic,

in 1812, remarked of ‘him that *“he was the:

‘only stock actor in America who would be able
to maintain in any theatre in Britain the same
rank that he held here.” Another, quoted bv

Rees, said, in 1811 : *‘ In 15 years constant ob-

servation of the acting of Mr. Warren, the pub-
lic must certainly have made up their minds
upon his professional merits. No one on the
stage has a more clear and indisputable right
to be the character than he has, since, per-

forming continually in tragedy and comedy,

play and farce, and taking, as the occasional
exigencies of the theatre demand, any and

-ready for Ole

-land the same rank he holds here.”
-self says: - Warren’s Fualsiaff was a master-.
‘piece ; he seemed. particularly in the latter

-

every character of consequence, he is never
less than. reSpectable in any of them." Eqnally
Vorzal or Lord Rendolph, Fal--
steff or Ring Henry, he is always sure to be
perfect in each. But he is entitled to praise:-

-of a much higher kind than that of being
‘merely respectable. ' In his performance of 6ld
‘men in tragedy and in sentimental comedy,
. he is 3uc1c1ous nervous, chaste and oathenc.

His Kimg Henry in ** Richard I11,” his: O
Norval, Bmézmtw Priuls and Stocckzvell, with.
many we cannot now name, are instances of

_his excellence in this department. In broad

comedy, for instance in Falstaff, Lacajogo, Sir
Peler 1eazle, Hardeastle, Governor Tempest, Str-
Anthony Absolute, Old Phiilpot, Old Rapid,
Caustic, Old Dowlas, and an infinite number of
other characters, we should, among the play-

- ers of this country,

LOOK IN VAIN FOR HIS EQUAL,

and in some of them, scarcely find his super-
ior in Europe. . Of bhim. indeed, may be said,
what may be said of no other in this country
but Cooke, that as an actor he would be able
to maintain in any theatre in Britain and Ire-
Reeshim-

part of his life, ‘the /fulstaff Shakespeare
drew.” His Sir Peler 7vazle was the“beau
ideal of all that was good ; his 04/ Norval we

-shall never torzzet ; his Sér dautivony Absolutein

‘The Rivals,’and O/ flardcastle in ‘She Stoops
to Conquer -will never find another such a
representative. When he died, they all died.”

W. B. Woad, after. referrmg to his qualities
as 2 manager, says: ‘‘ He occupied. besides,
an extensive and laborious list of characters
(the old men of the stage) requiring great study
and labor. Viewed, indeed, as a comedian

generally, his value, highly appreciated as it

was by the pubhc was never too highly esti-

“mated. Butit was by.no means to comedy-that

his ability was confined. His able performance
of Stockzwell, Old Dawton, Sir Matthew Bram-
ble, Las Casas;y Old Norval, Antonio, Owern

. Glenroy, Capt Bertram, Adam, Baron. Wilden-

Zeim, with numerous other characters, showed.
his possession of sterling pathetic powers,
while his Sciolfo in. * The Fair Penitent’ and
Aecasto in- *‘The Orpban,’ were ranked as

- among high effcrts in pure tragedy. His the-
_.atrical education was of the sourdest kind,
- and gave to his acting a rare-truthfulness and

natural simplicity. He loved and respected

- his profession, and was willing at all times .to
favor the efforts of deserving novices by freely
- aiding them with the result ¢f his own experi-

ence. Averse to the turmoil of management,
he was, at the same time, one of the most in-
dustrious actors I ever knew.  Asan instance
of his versatility, as welil as of his devotion’ to
the public, I may mention his judicious per-
formance of A7ny Henry /177, on the occasion
of Cooke's appearance as Falstaff, Warren's
most popular character.”

It only remains. to be said that Warren's

_ private character, as son, brother, husband,
father and friend, was such as to command

universal. esteem.
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The Marital Relations and Descendants 61'
the Elder Comedian. '

"The elder Warren was married three times.
His first wife, to whom he was united in Eng-
land, accompanied him to this country. She
was not/an actress, and, as she was nci known
to the general public, and died soon after ar-
riving in America, her name has not been pre-
served in theatrical annals. Mr. Warren's
second wife was an actress of brilliant ability.
accounted both in England and in this country
as the greatest tragic genius since Mrs. Sid-
dens. She was born Anne Brunton, Mav 30.
176G, and was the eldest daughter-of John
Brunton, manager of the Norwich (Eng.)
Theatre. - ‘Her début on the stage was made
‘as Euphrasia in ‘‘ The Grecian Daughrer,” at
Bath, Eng., in Feb. 1735, on the occasion of
her father’s benefit. She was received with
‘astonishment and rapture, and repeatedly per-
formed the character. as well as [fforatia in
‘* The Roman Father,” and Palmira in ** Ma-
homet,”

don, where she was immediately engaged by
Mr. Harris,and on Oct. 17, 1783, appeared at
Covent Garden as [foretia, introduced by a
prologue from the pen of Arthur Murphy.
spoken by Mr. Holman. Her success:there
was even greater than at Bath, and the repu-
tation thus quickly acquired she firmiy re-
tained, and continued in the highest favor un-
til her retirement in 1792, on her marriage
with Robert Merryv. a gent lemar well-known
in the literary world as the author of the Delia
Crusca poetry, of marked genius, superior
education, handsome person, and clegant
manners. Although his pecuniary aftiairs

were at a low ebb, he being a bon vivarnt, and .

addicted to all the extravagences of high life,
the pride of his two aunts, from whom he ex-
pected legacies in due time. forced him to
withdraw hlS wife from the stage ; but poverty
afterward staring them' in the face the offer
of high terms by Wiguell, who was in England

engaging recruits for his company, induced:
In the character

them to visit this country.
of Jzliet on the Philadelphia stage, Dec. 35,
1796, Mrs. Merry first faced an American au-
dience. Her husband dving suddenly at Bal-
timore in 179S, she married on Jan. 1, 1803,
Mr. Wignell, who survived the union only
seven weeks, dying: in . Philadelphia on Feb.

23, at:theage of 50 years. from blood poison-..
ing, caused by the injudicious use of the ian--

cet.. ‘For the third time Mrs. Wignell entered
the matrimonial 'state on Aug. 5, 1806, with
Mr. Warren. For .nearly two years nothing
occurred to mar the felicity of this match,
when she was seized in her conifinement with
epileptic fits, which terminated her existence
June 28, 1808, at Alexandria, Va., where her
tomb is still a conspicuous object in the old
Episcopal churchyard. Ireland says of her
that **in America she has since been equalled
in pathos by Mrs. Duff, and surpassed in sub-
limity by Fanny Kemble; but, excepting

these two, every tragic actress seen here:

to crowded and admiring houses..
The report of her triumphs soon reached Lon-

would [suffer by comparison with. this highly
~gifted Avoman.’™

Other members of the Brun-
ton famxlv became d1stm2;u1shed on.the Eng-
lish stage ; Mrs. Warren's brother occupied a
respectaole position for manv vears, and her
sister, who married the Earl of Craven. and
her niece, iamous as Mrs. Frederick Yates,
were prominent favorites in London.

Mr. Warren's third wife was Esther. the
voungest daughter of Mrs. Euphemia Fortune,
the widow of a Scctch merchant, who long
kept a lodging house in John street, New
York, adjoining the old John Street Theatre.
The hounse appears to have been-much fre-
quented by members of the dramartic profes-

sion. An old bill announcing the. benefit of

one of the actors of this theatre on June 3,
1793, has printed at the bottom :

227 Tickers of Mr. West. at 'Mr;. Fortune s, next to
the Play House.

‘Mrs. Fortune, wl*ose ashes, toqether with
those of her hushand now rest in the church-
vard of ¢ld St. Paul’s, at the corner of Broad-
way and Vesey street, New York. had two
daughters. - The elder, Euphemia, was mar-
ried in 1500 to Joseph Jefferson (grandfather
of the present well-krown actor of that name);
the yvounger, Esther, as above stated. was,
nine years later, united to Warren. In this
wav ‘the families of Jefferson and Warren,
both so highly distinguished on. our stage,
were united. . Warren had acted in England,
under.the managément of Jefferson the first,
and. coming to America, became the brother-
in-law of Jefferson the second. [Another tie
between the families was the marriage of Jef-

ferscn the fourth—**Rip Van Winkle "—in
Chicago,. Dec. 20, 1867, to Sarah, the daughter

of Henry Warren, brother of our William
Warren.] Mrs. Euphemia Jefferson made her
first appearance on the stage Dec. 22, 1800, at
the old Park Theatre in New York, as Louisa
Dudlcy in ** The West Indian,” and was much
admired. as ‘an actress. Her death occurred

~in Jan. 1831, Her name, which was also that
-of ‘her mother, is perpetuated in.that of her
great: granddaughter,  Euphemia (Effie) Ger-

mon. Of Mrs. Warren’s appearance on the
stage there is no record, and it is altogether
unlikely that she ever seriously contemplated
entering the dramatic profession. She was a
very estimable lady, was highly honored by all
who kunew her in private life, and was a most
excellent: wife and mother. Five children,
who were the issue of the marriage of the elder

- Warren:and Esther Fortune, became promi-
-nently -connected with the stage—Hester,
.born-in 1810 ; William, born.in. 1812 : Anna,
"born in 1815 ;
Ann, bornin 1821. Henry, the only surviving

‘Emma. born in 1818, and Mary

member of the family. has never followed
acting as a profession, but has been connected
more or less closely with the theatre. He
was for some vears in management at Buf-
falo, N. Y., as a member of the firm of Carr,
Warrea & Smith, and later was for a time at-
tached to the business department of Mc-
Vicker's Theatre in Chicago. where he now
resides. Brief biographical sketches of those
of the family who have appeared on the stage
are appended.
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HESTER WARREN

was born in Philadelphia in August, 1810, and
her first appearance on the stage was made at
the Chestnut Street Theatre in that cityv,
March 27, 1827, as fidelia in ¢ The Found-

ling.” - Her success was marked in this role,

but her succeedinz performances were quite
inferior, and several-years elapsed betore she
was cnabled to take rank with the leading ac-
tresses of the dav. On June 3, 1828, she
eloped with and married Heary Willis. 2 mu-
sician of ability.and leader of the orchestra
at the Chestnut at the time of herdebut. This
ill-assorted match, contracted- contrary to the

wishes -of her parents, did not prove a happy

one, and, after several vears of domestic dis-
quietude, the parties scparated by murual
consent. ‘'Willis diecd May 26, 13306, while
leader of the orchestra at St. Charles Thea-
tre, New:Orleans. Mecantime Mrs. Willis,
turning her attention to her profession with
more earnestness, rapidly gained ground in
popular esteem, and became a favorite in Bal-
timore. There she was found and enzaged by
Wemyssto return to her native city, where for
two vears she was. the reigning attraction at

the Walnut:Sircet Theatre. She was nexten--

gaged by Simpson for the New York Park, but,
before going there, married Joseph Proctor,
at that time ‘a member of the company at the
Walnut, and, secking a release from the New
York manager; remained another scason in
Philadelphia. - -Mr.-ard Mrs. Proctor the fol-
lowing year tried a scason in the West, but,
not being pecuriarly successful, returned to
the Walnut, the latter supporting Edwin For-
rest in the only profitable engagement he ever
played with Wemyss. Mrs. Proctor next
went to Baltimore and joined the new Front

Street Theatre on ‘its opening. From there:

she and her husband proceeded to New York
to appear under Hamblin's management at

the rebuilt Bowery Theatre, at the opening of

which they assisted. It may be remarked, en
passant, -that it was-on this occasion (May 6,
1839), that: ‘“Nick of the Woods,” in which
Mrs. Proctor has since acquired so much fame,

was brought out, he playing Natianr SY(ZII"‘/Z&I‘

J. B. Rice (husoand of ‘Mary Ann W arren)
appearing as Col. Bruce, and ‘Mrs. Proctor as
Edith Forrester. . We next find Mr. and Mrs.
Proctor at the National Theatre in Boston;
under W. Pelby's management ' :Here they:

remained until the winter of £S341. ' In the lat-
ter part of November, ‘* The Naiad Queen”
was brought out, and during the performance

Mrs. Proctor caught a severe cold. - She con-
tinued to act, howevcr until aiter the second
night of *“ ‘London Assurance,’” in which she
played Grace Harkaway ; but this was her last
performance. She died, after an illness of
about 10 days, on Dec. 7, 1847. The funeral
took place in Grace Church, and her remains
were followed to the grave, in the Copp's
Hill burying ground, by all the members of
the dramatic ptofessmn in the city. Mrs.
Proctor, in addition to great personal beauty,
was one-of the-most intellectual and thor-
oughly educated women of her time. She
held a leading position in the drama in every

city where shle was engaged.’ In Philadel-
phia, New Ylork, Boston, " Baltimore and
Pittsbugh, she] was a wonderful favorite as a

‘member of stock compames while as a star

she won golden opinions in various parts of
the Union. She was the possessor of great
versatility of talent, which grasped alike trag-
edy, comed} opera or farce.

ANNA WARREN

was born in Philadelphia, Dec. 1, 1813, and
first appeared on the stage in March, 1S3 33, at
the Hollidav Street Theatrc Balumore in the
character of Aesalic g{)lllt')’a in **Town and
Country.” She subsequently met with consid-
erable success in similar parts, being young,
pretty and spirited in her acting. Three
vears after her début (in Nov. 1 36), while in

‘Buffalo, N. Y., she married Danford Marble,

the famous Yankee comedian, and thereafter,
until his death, her fortunes were identical with
his. Marble was born at East Windsor, Ct.,
in 1810; went to Hartford as a clerk. and then
to New York to learn the trade of silversmith,
After some practxce in an amatecur dramatic
club, he made his first ackzowledged appear-
ance on the stage at the Chatham Theatre,
April 11, 1531, paying S20 for the privilege of
plaving Rebin Koughcad at the benefit of Mr.
Nelson, the prompter. His second appear-
ance was as 7 /lian in ** th‘k Eyed Susan,”
and his third on March 6, 1832, as Damon, he
paying the manager of 'the Richmond Hill
Theatre S10 for the ‘opportunity. He after-
ward took a position in the professmn of the
very lowest grade, from which, in the repre-
sentation of Yankee, Kentuckian and nautical
peculiaritics, he worked his way to fame and
fortune. Shortly after his marriage to Anna
Warren, he made his first great hit at Buffalo,
as the hero of a piece called ‘‘ Sam Patch.”
This piece was written for him by E. H.
Thompson, and had for .a motive the then
famous, but mow almost forgotten, leap of
Sam Patch at Genessee Falls. It required a
teap of quite a distance on the stage, and Mr.

"Marble, having hurt himself while performing

it, got John P. Addams, who is now living in
Boston, to rewrite and rearrange the work.
This was done, and Marble played the rdle
more than 1,000 times, it is said. In all parts

of the country he met with success, and in the
South and West was one cf the most attractive

-of stars. In 1S34 he went to London, and, on

Sept. 30th of that vear, made his appearance
at the Strand Theatre, in ““The Vermont
Wool Dealer.,” with entire success. Hé con-
tinued in-London and the. provinces through
the whole season, and it was during his en-
gagement that William "Warren made his
début at the Strand. His return to America
was a complete triumph, and, at the Nationa)
in Boston, where he made his first appearance
after his sojourn abroad, he sct an immense

- audience in a roar by remarking, in the course

of a speech he was called upon to make,
‘“ One country is just as good as another, and
a darned sight better.” In ‘the height of his

‘popularity he played his last engagement .at

St. Louis early in May, 1849. Going thence
to Louisville, he was srized with the cholera,
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which proved fatal on the x35th of that month

His funeral sermon was prcached by C. B. .
Parsons, noted as a bad actor, who became a’

tolerably eloquent miuister, and his remains
were conveved 10 the iamxlv vault in Buffalo,
N.Y. Mr. Marble left his widow quite a large
property, and a family, nearly every member
'of which has a zood’ phce on-the stage. He
was a great friend of Edwin Forrest, and the

tragedian laid the corner-stone of the. cottage .

the comedian erected in Butialo in 18311 or
1842. Mrs. Marble appeared with her hus-
band in all the prominent theatres of the
country with considerabie success, and sore
years after his death she returned to the stage
she had temporarily abdndoned.

vears she was a pooul‘u' rcpre~enfat1ve of old

women ’s characters in Chicago, and she died -

in Cincinrati while on a visit, Yarch 11, 1372,
Among her children on the stage are William,

John S. and Ed Marbie, the latter well known
as an author and stage director. He was for
many years with Lotta and the elder Sothern ;

he then drifted into minstrelsy, and to his
adaptability is due many of the innovations of
modern minstrelsy. He is also the author of
the ﬁrSt of American farce comedies—*‘Patch-
work, " as phvcd by Salisbury’s Troubadors.
““Tuxedo,” the minstrel farcc-comedv is also
from his pen. Emma JMarbié and Mrs. Mary
Myers, the latter the widow of the late Sam
Myers, brother-in-law and former partrer of

J. H. McVicker, the Chicago manager, are the'

daughters of Mrs. Anna Marble. The only
other child by this marriage was Danford
Marble, who never followed the stage. He
served during the civil war in the Mercantile
“Battery of (,nlcag'o, and at its close accepted
a position in the Post Office in that city which
he has honorably heid through ali the changes
of administration up to the present time.

EMMA WARREXN

was born in Philadelphia. in 1818, and at an’

early age made her début as an actress at the

Holliday street Theatre in Baltimore. She~

had not been long on the stage when she mar-
ried J. B. Price, a then well-known actor of
Philadelphia. He died in 1348, and, some
years later, the widow married David Han-
chett, 2 member of the same company (Rice’s),
in-Chicago, who survives her, and is now con-
ducting a dramatic college on East Tenth
Street, New York. Her professional career
was conﬁned almost entirely to the western
theatres. and for several years she was a favor-
ite at Rice’s (her brother-in-law’s) theatre in
Chicago. She, however, played for a brief
~time in Boston, being a member of the ccm-
_ pany at the Howard Athenzum when it was
opened by the late E. L. Daverport, April 253,
1859, making her first appearance as Servia to
the Virginius of Joseph Proctor. During the
season of 1859-60, she shared with the late
Mrs. W. H. Smith the old women characters,
her name appearing for the last time in the
bills May ‘20, 1560, as the representative of
Deborak in *‘No, or The Glorious Minority.”
She subsequently played under the manage-
ment of John T. Ford (of Baltimore and Wach-
ington), but was in retirement for scveral

.TeS1

For'several

nce in New York, May 16, 1879-° One
oi two children by her ﬁrst husband,

Fanm Bavard Price, born in V 1cksbur~, Au\.
9, IS.L -\ became a favorite star in the South
aad West. She made her dcbut -in Chicago,
as A lonzo’s child in * Pizarro,” to the Aolla of
James E. Murdoch. ‘She was with her mother
in Davenport’s company at the Howard, and
thence went to Pittsburg for several seasons.
In 1864 she was 'le'xdmr* lady at the Louisville
Theatre, and in 1865 she began a career as a
star, under the management of her step-
father, .\Ir..Havche't durma which she ap-

ve a..&&beicre her death which occurred at her
h

‘pearcd in all the principal cities of the coun-

trv. Her first appearance in New York was
made as Deborak, Oct. 21, 1867, at the Worrell
Sisters” Theatre 'She is now the wife of
_;udvrc Loring E. Gafiney, a prominentlawyer
of Dakota, and isliving in retirement in Dead-
wood. \hts Julia Hanchett the actress, isa
daughter of Emma Warren by her second
marriage.

MARY ANN WARREN

was born in Philadelphia, and made her the-
atrical début at the Walnut in that city, July
1, 1857, as Lady Anzdin ** Richard TII. .’ "On
the 23th of the following December she was
married to John B. Rxcc a native of Easton,
Md., who acquired fame and fortune as a
manager, and later in public life. "Mr. Rice
was at the Tremont Street Thcatre in Beston
in 1835,and he embarked 1n management with

Charles Eberle at Bangor, Me., where they

built and conducted a theatre. I'arl_v in 1837
he went to New Bedford to manage a theatre
for Mr. Barrett of Boston ; thence he went to
New York, and, organizing a company on the
commonsealth pl'm (John P. Addams, who
was of the party, says they all had poverty in
common), tempted fortune for a time in Wil-
mingtca, Del. From there Mr. Rice went to
the Philadeiphia' Walnut, where he first met
his future wife. Subsequen tly he was engaged
in management in Albany. Buffalo and some
other cities, and he ﬁnally settled down in
Chicago. where, as the pioneer manager, he
built and conducted a theatre fer a number of
vears. He retired from the profession in
1856, and his wife, who was for years in his
theatre, who was one of the best soubrettes

" that graced the western stage, also abandoned
the footlights. Mr. Rice was always through-
““out his life one of the best and most honored

and. beloved of men. He was elected to the
mayoralty of Chicago three tlmes, and his
faithfal discharge of the duties of that office

‘was acknowledged by his election'tc Congress.

While in Washington his health failed, ard
he died in Richmond, Va., in 1875, while
visiting a married daughter. None of the
children of this marriage—one son<and five
daughters—went upon the stage. The son,
William, fcll at the head of the company he
commanded on the battleficld of Chickamauga.
Mrs. Geo. L. Dunlap, Mrs. Orson Smith,
Mrs. Hester Kimball, Mrs. W. S. Smith and
Mrs. J. W. Odell are the respective names of
the daughters of - ‘\Ir:-. Rice, and arc all well
known in the society world of Chicago, where
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Mrs. Rice was living.in retirement. It was"

her brother William’s custom for vears to pay
her avisit every summer. She died suddenly
at Coronada Beach, Cal., during the summer
of 1893.

WARREN THE YOUNCER.

His Childhood, Early Youth and Theatrical

William Warren, the vounger, was born on
Nov. 17, 1812, in the house numbered 12 (now
7I2) Sansom street, Philadelphia. His father
was the famous actor and manager, whose
career is sketched elsewhere in this issue, and
his mother was Miss Esther Fortune, who be-

came the third Mrs. Warren in 130q. ‘Fhe

elder Warren, with William B. Wood as a
partner, was at that time conducting theatres
in Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington,
in which, by turns, he presented to play-goers
what was probably the finest dramatic com-
pany that ever acted together in this country.
All his enterprises were prosperous, and the
future seemed full of promise. He could not
foresee the disasters which, crowding thick
upon him 17 years later, drove him into re-
tirement, broken in health and fcrtune. But he
remembered his early struggles as a strolling

playver in the old country, and the wecary road

over which he toiled to gain success iz the new
world, and he dctermined that his son shouid
not be exposed to the trials and temptations
of an acter’s life. Young William, therefore,
was destined for a2 mercantile career, and his
education was planned with that end in view.
The early life of the boy, on his emancipation
from the nursery, was passed in the excellent
common schools of the Quaker city, where he
became the playmate and fcllow-student of
many lads who, in later vears, occupied posi-
tions of eminence. Atty-Gen. Brewster was
one of his schoolmates, and it was not long
ago, while on a visit to Boston, that that gen-
tleman tapped our comedian on the shoulder,
and said, in bovish reminiscence: *‘‘Come,
Bill. let's go and play marbles together on tze
State House steps!” Young Warren, on leav-
ing the city schools, entered. and for some
vears attended, the Franklin Institute, then on
Seveanth street, and later continued his intel-
lectual development at the Episcopal Semin-
nary, conducted by Messrs. Ballantyne and
Carson, on Locust street, above Ninth.
Always a close student, he graduated irom
these institutions with high rank. But ‘‘what’s
bred in the bene will come out in the flesh.™
Of a family of actors, with a father actively
engaged in management, and playing in nearly
every piece he produced, with the theatre,
plays, actors and actresses ever the uppermost
topic of conversation at home, it was natural
that the lad should look with aversion on the
business life tnat had been planned for him,
and longed to go upon the stage. Even the
ruin which overwheimed his father failed to
discourage him, and when the family, after
the elder Warren’s retirement from the Phila-
delphia Theatre in 1829, removed to Balti-
more, the young man pursued his study of the

the misfortuyge, and ‘hoping to be able by his
talents to retrieve their Iailen fortunes. He

N

drama with\ﬁ‘c{loublcd actlivity, undismayed by

made no essaw before the footlights, however,
uantil three years later. His father, broken in
spirit, feeble in body, and with failing mental
powers, strove to keep the wolf from the door
by occasional essays in his old riles, but in
vain : on the occasion of his last appearance
on tne stage (as Sir Robert Bramble in ** The
Poor Gentieman,” at the theatre in Chesnut
street, Nov. 23, 1831} his memory deserted
Eim in the middle of the performance, and it
was with great difficulty that the .other actors
supported him through the rest of the play.
He then tried to eke out a subsistence for
his family by keeping a humble inn, the **Sir
John Falstaff,” in Baltimore, but that resort
proved futile. On Oct. 19, 1332, his troubled
life camic to an end. The family was left
almost penniless, and iriends at once set
about t0 give them a benefit in Philadelphia,
where they had resided in the davs of their
prosperity. Oct. 27 was fixed upon as the date,
the Arch Street Theatre, then under control
ot Messrs. Jones, Duify and W. Forrest, with
whom the clder Warren had piayed shertly
after they assumed the managemecent the pre-
vious year. was secured for the performance,
and, as a feature of special interest, the debut
of young Warren, the namesake of his father,
was announced. John Home's tradegy of
*“ Douglass '’ was the play chosen, and Wil-
liam’s essav was to be made in the character
of young Nwrval/, the same in which his father
first trod the boards in England, 45 years pre-
viousiv. Junius Brutus Hooth promised 10
play Glenarcon, but for some reason failed to
(io s0, and the performance was consequently
somewhat crippied. Bur young Warren,
though naturally, under the circumstances,
very nervous, far from confident, zcquitted
himself admirably, and met with such encour-

“agement from the sympathetic audience that

his desire to become a professional actor was
changed to 2 fixed determination.

 In speaking of his dé¢but vears afterward,
Mr. Warren humorously remarked that it was
‘“an advent and event” that he never could
forget. *‘‘I was supported,” he continued,
“bw Mr. and Mrs. Maywood and many other
strong actors, and yet I fell.”

‘“But it has always been understood,” was
remarked. *‘ that you made a hit.”

*So 1did,” was the response. **I fell and
made a ‘hit.””” Wken I made my entrance upon
the stage my foot caught in the edge of the
green baize carpet; 1 tripped and tumbled
headlong at Lady Randolpi's feet.

““ How could you possibly regain your self-
possession " was asked.

“I did not,” he replied, ‘‘urtil the peoplg
on the stage assisted me to rise, amic the er-
couraging applause and cheers of the audience.
The ludicrous mishap suggested to me the
idea that I might succeed better in ‘low’
comedy. But I didn't think of that just then
—my mind was more inclined to tragedy.”

Booth in after years expressed regret that
he had not assisted on this occasion. Edwin
Booth used to relate, as among the earliest of
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his theatrical reminiscences, an incident at-
tendinghisfather’s engagement at the Howard
Athenzum in 1836. The elder Bceoth. after
his performance of Sirlock (the date was Nov.
27) seated himself with Edwin among the
audience to witness Mr. Varrens acting of
Jacques Stropin ** Robert Macaire.” The late
Mrs. Asia Booih Clarke, mentioning the inci-
dent in her published memorxal of the
Booths, says: ** It was an exceptional thing
for him to make one of the auditory, but the
débutant was a favorite of his. fe always
manifested a great interest in his career; and
seemed to be thorouvhh pleased with his per-
formance that everning.’

The veteran actor. James E. Murdoch, ia
his reminiscences, draws this portrair of
voung Warren at that time: *‘ During my first

seas\gn at the Chestnut Street Theatre, Phila-
delphia, in IS3 3, one evening, while waiting
for ?n\lcaﬂ in the greenroom, I observed a
vouth, slight in figure and -looking much like
a student of dxvlnm at home fOr a vacation
he was silernt and thou«htful iIn expression,
and very formal in manner. He was very
soon presemed to me as William Warren, jr.,
who had just made his first appearance at the
Arch Srtreet Thentre in :he character of
}’a'u:” Nerzall”

I hus was William Warren laucched upcn a
career throughcut which, to quote the rever-
ent tribnte of William Winter, his quaint and
tender genius in dramatic art has given hap-
piness to thousands, and his exalted virtue
and gentle life have made him an e*cample and
an honor to the stage and the community.







