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THE ELDER WARREN. 

The Busy and Eventful Life of an Early Amer
ican Manager. 

· On the 19th day of October. Ij96~ there 
stepped. a.shore in New York, .from a vessel 
which had brought him by a tedious pas:-age 
of three weeks from Gratrescnd. a. young, Eng
lishman. whose abilitv as an actor and-enter
prise as a manager wiil. al\\"'ays be held in rev
erent· and grateful remembrance bv the dra
matic· profession and play-going -public of 
America. His name was \Villiam \Varn::i, 
and he was born in the citv of Bath on ~Iav ro, 
I767. His father~ a resocctable mechanic. 
gave him no more education than he thou~ht 
was needful to. fit him .for following- a trade; 
buttbe boy, having a.strong predilection for 
the , stage,,. and hav-ing- been- applauded for 
certain youthful attempts at acting, scorned to 
apply himself. -to the occupation oi caiJinet
maker .. for which he was _ int-en<led. and de
termined to-become an actor.·· In r,34. there:.. 
fore, at the age of seventeen years. he made his 
debut as a plaver in the. character of Yuu;z:.: 
.1.Vorval; in .Home's now almost forgotte~1 
tragedy of "Douglas," with a company which 
was making tragedy comical, and• lowcriP-g 
comedy to farce, in a little village near Bath. 
called Chippenham, orChipping-N'orton His 
reception encouraged him to proceed in the 
career he had chosen. In this stroiling com
pany~ under the management of one Bigg-s. he 
played all the .first parts in-tragedy an<l com
edy .. ·and ·of:. course gained some -profe~sional 
knowledge, -though the school was bad. For 
this labor, which must have been a true labor 
of love, young \Varren received less th;:tn four 
shillings per week. Leaving Big-gs' party, he 
joined the forces of another stroller called 
~'Tag"· Davis, who had a .company· of a 
higher order, among the members of which 
were Samuel- \Villiam Rvlev. the author 
of u The Itinerant,'' and Bignell. afterward 
in -America. ,but only known in the South. 
At the end of the .season, \Varren. too poor 
to ... pay .for :,a place in the coach, walked 
home ·to the house of his indulgent parents. 
Nothing daunted by the-ill success1 pecuniaril y. 
of his venture. he rejoined Davis at the 
opening of another tour, having become at
tached to him, as well as to a wandering life. 
Poverty was attached to both. as before, and 
R):Jey spe_aks of their situation at Lyme as 
being-~eplorable; they were utterly penniless 
and. without:- food-. which could be procured 
onl; by stratagem_ On this occasion the 
author of '' The Itinerant'' quotes \Varren as 
exclaiming in mock heroics, " \Vas it for this 

I left my father's shop?" and then adding from 
Dogberry, ""\Vould he were here to ·write 
me down an ~ss !" . For Biggs, his :first man
ager, (now having a. company'in the neighbor
hooct__of I~a~_is' barn) \Varre,:1 did <loub1e duty, 
starrmg 1t 1n ·both establishments; walking 
from Lyme to Bedminster and back · a!!'ain to 
sen·e his two masters. not· having pr~fit 
enough from his u double toil .and trouhle" to 
pay for· .any other "leathern conyenience '' 
than nis shoes. His next engagement was with 
Jefferson the first {Thomas, who had his 
career in England, and died in 1807): but he 
,vas induced to return to- his friend Bi~gs -by 
the tempting offer of ten shillings. per week. 
This munificent salaD.r -enabled -him for the 
first time to ride on the top of the stage to his 
<lestiria.tion. · During his rambles. about this 
period he met· tw·o actors. afterward · well 
kn~wn in. Boston a.nd · Ne,v York-Hogg and 
Ba~cr. · After several changes- of place · and 
m~nager, Biggs-, hmring been deserted bY 
most of his comoanv. foUowcd \Varren and 
another stroller nartied \Voolley, and. being
unable to persuade-them _to return~ arrested 
them both. and, carrying- them. guar<led b~- a 
constable, before a magistrate, swore thev 
were journeymen tailois who.• had <leserted 
from him, and left clothes unfinished which thev 
ha<l engaged toco:nplete_ But the rna~istr::i.te 
discharged the young men, ad'\·ising them to 
return to their homes and .pa.rents. This ad
vice was not f o!lowed, however~ and "' Ta~" 
D:?.1.·is~ having a new· opposition house built 
for him in · E~eter- 'bY a man who w~..s rich 
enou~h to indulge bis~desire·to overthrow the 
established dyn·a.sty, \Varren-joincd his com
pany. · To give the reader an idea· of the con
tempt shown in England by people of every 
condition toward the members of 

ST:ROLLING CO~!PA!HES 

in those. days, two apecdotes of. Warren are 
quoted by:· Dunlap. - Biggs,. who · .seems to 
have considered. '\Varren.essential to.his well
being~ ag?,in. followed him. and_endeavored to 
prevail on .him to.rejoin his company'_; .but, 
not .succeeding~.chang.ed his- persuasive torie 
to abuse, wh~ch.he carried so far as to pi:oyoke 
Warren to br~ak bis pipe over the manager>s 
head. For this Biggs again took him·,· w:ith 
the aid of a constable, on charge of a.ssaulfand 
battery, and the justice, hearing the · a(:cusc:r 
state that the accused was a stro11ing player. 
was about committing him to jail, but \Var
ren retorted the title of strolling manager on 
Biggs, and the ma~istrate dismissed both with 
.contempt-. from bis august presence. The 
second conccr·ns the .. trcatment of the whole of 
the elder Jeffc.rs'6ri's company. . One l\lr. 
Carey, a man of fortur..c, on the occasion of 



4 THE. \VARREX FAllILY. 

some family festival engaged Jefferson at~d 
his company to·go to Tor Abbey, his place ·ui 
residence~, and perform a play; According Iv. 
they a!l proceeded thither. not in _carts or ,,n 
foot, as mcst of them tr:nrelled u:;ualk. k : 
attended by their very respectable mana;..:c•r: 
1:1 coaches. post- chaises and ~igs. \Vhen thn.
arrived at Tor .Abbev thev ~,-ere shown i11to 
the se.rv.:tr.its' hall. where a tabie an<l din11cr 
\Yere prc?ared. for them. Jefferson sent a r .... _ 
monstrance to Carey, and the company prr
vailed on the manag~r to take a coach and 
turn his back on the aristocrat. whiie the"· 
performed .a play for his emolurr.ent. Tht ~ 
then .reiused food in the inhospitable rnansior:. 
and l\fr. Carey. finding the actors so stom
achful, made his appearance and apologies. 
showed them into a more dignified pa.rt of his 
house, and prevailed upon them to take fo<Jd 
more ncurishing than the air of offended 
pride which thev ha<l assumed and were cn
deavorirag to digest for the occasion. They 
ate and drank, ar.d plaved their p1av and 
farce for the amusement of the grt!at-m,~n and 
his family, and returned home content. Com
menting on these and similar instances, Dun
lap sa,·s : "'That so manv come out of the 
furnace, if not purified. yet so far uninjured 
as to assume the rank of respectable and hon
Or.:lble. men. is trulv n·onderful. If we· look 
back upon the lives ot most of. those pt:rsons 
who have come to America and have chal
lenged admiration as actors and respect as 
men, we shall find that they passed through,. 
from early youth to manhood. a succession 
of scenes sufficient to -·tlestro.v all sense of 
moral propriety •. To have undergone such 
experience with such dt:based and debasing 
associates. and yet to stand erect in society. 
is _prcof- of uncommon merit ; that many sink 
never to rise. is plain." 

The frequent recurrence of poverty. insult 
and disgrace at length) as the noveltv and en
ticements ''at__i liberty began . to lose .their 
chax:ms, brought \Varren to •refleq upon the 
folly of his conduct. "He had .experienced," 
says Carpenter, .. , poverty in its most intoler
able shape-hunger.·• He. had f011nd that in
nocence was not a protection to the player· if 
accused of a crime. for the mag-istrate con~i<l
ered him as a vagabond. H !~deed." he con
tinues, '.' what could we hope, seeing, as he 
did, so much penury around him, and. at the 
same time. so much ignorance and incapacity 
in manv of his associates?., \\'bile thus ru~ 
minating on his sad condition he received a 
letter from his father inviting him home; ;u1<l 
hoping to qualify himself for, and obtain, a 
higher post in the profession he· had -cho!-i<· n. 
he returned to the paternal roof. A f(•w 
weeks later. through the. influence o{ I nr lc
don. Blanchard and other London act11rs 
\\~th whom he became acquainted. he ~.,, a 
situation in a respectable pro:vincial thc;111r:, 
and obtained the friendship of Dowton. I Jc 
now strov~ to make himself truly an arti·:t, 
and by industry and good conduct acquiin! 
skill ar:d importance in his profession. ·. I Jc 
was a member of the Salisbury Theat r i.• ;~l 
.Corps in 1787, when a prosecution wa~ io~ll
tuted through malice against the proprierur, 

and hr was ca.sf on the old vagrant ;· act. 
This crused a repeal of the statute~· and :a pro
tectint act was pa~sed by which justices of 

_ the ~ace were enjoiced to license and protect 
any in::magcrwho chose to establish a theatre; 
From this time the now prudent actor in:.
c.reased in reputation • and· emoluments. • In· 
r7SS he joined the company of the famous 
Tate \Vilkin·son, and Jlrs. Siddens being en
gaged tQ appear at York, \Varren had the ad
vantage of playing Glo.)·tn· to-her JaJJ~ ~'/uv~ . .
D,unt Bald-zdnto her1s,:hdla _:· Priuli to. her 
Bt:J,,id,•; a~ and Old ..:\ 'or;;al- to · her Ladv .Rall
dolph. His habits ·of industry and· attention 
to. the business. of the scene gained him the 
approbation of this lacy~ who, in her provin
cial tours, was annoyed very gener:ill~· by the 
absence of those virtues. \Vhile in · this 
position (a favored performer in a respecta
ble -compaGy ~ directed. by a. man of talents) 
he wa." found by Thomas \VigneU, who had 
go.ne to England · to obtain recruits for the 
'new $eatre: in . Philadelphia. • l\1rs. Siddons 
ga,.-e the young ac,or a· \"ery strong recom~ 
menda.tion. and· \i\":ig;nell made him an offer 
which he immediately acC'epted .. \Varren was 
then married. and, as the h"ighest .salary in. 
\Vilkinson·s company wa~ oni:y a guinea and 
half a week; and some stood as low as r 5 
shillings, it is no wonder :he was· tempted . by 
the sum offered by the American manager. 

'-VIG~ELL AXI> HIS PL.A::-;s. 

It is proper at. this. point to glance at : the 
record of this famous manager, and what he 
,~as doing at the time of \Varren·s advent. 
Thomas Wi~ell. the son of ·an old London 
actor,. and himself a histrion. of considerable 
experience, though he had barely attained his 
majority, was sent to this country in I77..J. by 
his cousin, Hallam, the pioneer manager in 
America. either as a sub~titute for .himself or 
as a desirable recruit. to join ·Douglass· at the 
John Street Theatre in ~,ew York. which he 
was intending to open in · the· autumn of that 
year.· \i\-ignell reached ~ew York in October, 
but, on the · dav after his; .arrival a· resolution 
of the first· Provincial Congress, pa~sed <>n the 
z.t.th of that month, was promulgated. agree
ing to discounter:ance and discourc:ge every 
species of extravagence and dissipation, and,· 
among others, naming '' gaming. cock-fight
ing. exhibition of sho\Vs~ · plays and other ex
pensive diversions and entertainments." .This 
resolution was conveyed to Douglass in ,a let
ter from the presideni Peyton Randolph, :and 
the- committee of New York likewise gave him• 
notice of the same ; and. knowing that a:11 the 
tbi!atres .of the continent were virtually closed 
by it, and that it would . be in vain to hope for 
patronage or support under these circum
stances, B:,uglass embarked with \Vignell and 
the rest of the company for the more" loyal 
colonies of the · English \Vest Indies. TheY 
landed at Jamaica, where they remained until 
the United States had become an independent 
nation. Dougiass settled permanently in Ja
maica, where he played the part in real life of 
one of his Britannic majesty's judges. He 
relinquishtd the management of the'American 
company to Hallam, who took as a partner 
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John Henry. · Returning to New York, this 
com·pany effected the ·1ong;..;deferred opening 
of the John Street Theatre, Nov. 21. r,~5~ · It 
included the ··,manag-ers. \Vignell, Harp·er, 
Morris, Biddle. · Wools, · Lake, Durang-, )lrs. 
:Morris~ l\Irs.: Harper; l\liss Tuke. )'liss · Du
rang. arid-occa.sionallr :)fiss- Storer> '"·ho after
ward became :\Irs. Henn.:.·. Hallam. Henn-, 
\Vignelt. Morris an<l \Voois were sharers : the 
others -were 'salaried. . The opening · bill in
cluded-'·~ The Gac1e:-ter H and .. Lm:e ~1. la 
~lode," and \Vignell made his .first appearance 
on the· American stage as L:1'<J.Jso11 in the for
mer and Squire Gruom-in the lac· er;piece~ lf e 
grew into· great fa,ror in Xew York, :ind. also 
in Balt-irnore. where a new· th~atrc \t"C:.s;oncned 
on Aug~ 16, 1786; in Rkhmond. wh_e~e · he 
apppeared in· Octobe__r, and in . Ph i1adelphia. 
where the company next proceeded. - '1 he fol
fowing February the c,Jmpany returned to the 
·John ~treet house. i:vhcre. according to Dun
iap, ·on-·April r6, 1 jtib, was performed the first 
America·o play ever produced on a re~~ubrstage 
by a regular company of comedians---a five
act comedv called •· The Contra~t. ''. written 
bv Roval Tvler of Boston. · The next month 
a~ farce;· by· the same author, called •. )1ay
Day. or New York in an Uproar."-wa.s pro
ducedfor·\Vig:nelrs b~nefit. \Vi~neU remained 
a member-·of the company until I79r. l.vhen. 
in ·consequence of some ill treatment at the 
bands of Hallam an<l Henry, 1p1indpally. 
Ireland believes. the refusal of a promised 
furlough to visit hif- friends in Er.gland). he 
left" the concern, and embarked in an opposi
tion· ente?"prise, which· resulted. in the org-a.ni
zation of the fine:t theatrical corps C\·er then 
seen in America, and proba!)!y nev-er sur
pa.;sed since, ar.d the founding- of an estab
lishment in Philadelphia which for ve~rs took 
precedenc·e of any :n ~cw York in the rank-of 
its performers and the completccess an<l ele
gance of its stage appointments. U u<ler\Vig
nell's energetic direction the long-contem
plated plan of a new theatre in the Quaker 
City was matured and put in execution. -lWr. 
Reinagle; hr.other of the famous· an imaL pain
ter, ·and a professor of music of distinction~ 
entered into partnership with him ; their 
frier.ds furnished such additional funds. as 
were: necessarv- ; · a site was ourchased on 
Chestnut stree·t,- next· to the ,\:est corner. of 
Sixth street. and an - elegant edifice .,vas 
erected. An . Englishman .__named Anderson 
was associated: with \Vi-g-nell a11<l Reinag1e·in 
this scheme, and afterw;rd acted as the-.fi.nan
cier: of tbe fir:m and treasurer of the theatre. 
~¥bile the · playhouse. was building \Vigne II 
went to England amply provided with money 
to engage. a company, and ·he secured and 
landed i!l America in September~ 1793, a, · . 

RE:\I.ARKADLE COLLECTION 01'' TALENT, 

including (beside 1\-Ir. and l\Irs. lVlor:ris, who 
seceded with him from Hallam and Henrv·s 
forces), Fennel, Chalmefs, :\lorcton, Marshall, 
Harwo()d, \Vhitlock, Gre~n, the Darlevs. :sen
ior and junior. Francis. Bates, Blissert, \·Var
rt-II; :Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs, Oldmixon • .Mrs. 
Fr:inci~~ ~fr~. ~larshall. l\l iss Broadhurst, 
l1rs. \Varrell, Miss \ViUiams (afterward Mrs. 

. Green)/ liiss Oldfield, and others· of less ·n.ote. 
,Vith tpis company and the magnificent. new 
theatre all. looked . prosperous, · notwithstand
:ing Hlenr.y had anticipated·the:managers of.the 
enterprise by brin1-,.ringa:strong re-eniorcement' 
from Erig!and. to- the ··Ol<l American Com
pany" and taking·the field in Philadelpbia be
fore them. But the·new company of.\Vig:neU and 
. Reinaglc encountered at its very arrival the 
news of the pre\.·alence of yellow feyer, -which 
scourged Philarieiphia -so awfull;- more than 
once. at the.close oi the last centunt, and which 
for year~- had the eff e·ctof -destroy1ng the well
laici .plans and exceUen t arrangements of .. these 
judicio_us and· indefatigable managers. So 
complete was th~ir establishment on the arri
vai of th~ir tirst company that? before the 

· · Philadelphia house could be opened, a debt-of 
· -nearly 820,000 had bet:n incurred. Of C(,urse, 
this·heavv burden was increased bv these visi
tations of pestilence~ 'i°he frightful state of 
the city in I 793 (the year when the iever raged 
with dreadful iurv) comoelled them to ouarter 
their larf.re force in different viHac-es of. Dela
ware a.ti'd New Jersey, ·where a:-. monstrous 
<lcb:: was hourlv :- accumulatin~ • in salaries 
alone. nearly every performer having claims, 
by the terms of the contract made.in .Eng-lan<l, 
for his pay from . the moment of his arrival. 
\Vhi!e a Wuitin~ the ret-urn of health to Phil::1.
delphfa:~ \\'igneH and Reina.gle -opened the old 
theatre jn A.nnapolis, an<l subsequently the 
Baltimore theatre, \Vith ·their tine. corps, and 

· .thus it came-about that it was· not until Feb. 
r,. 179 ... 1,. that they were able to open the new 
house in Philadelphia. The plan of the struc
ture· was fu:::nished by Richards_, \-rigncirs 
brother-in-law, and secrcetary to the Royal 
Academy, who likewise presenttd to. the mana
gers. several fine sets of scenerv and a beauti
ful drop-curtain; the house was~ decorated and 
the other ~cenery supplied by :\1 ilbournc, a 
scenic painter brought tr~m England by \Vig
nell. ·Reinagle :dire.cted the orchestra> and 
\.Vignell superintended- the stage, while An-

. derson looked: after the front of: the-.housc. 
The 'Oe\V enterprise immediately sprang into 
· ~rreat popularity. In the early auturn!} of 

1 796 \\.igneH made a second trip to En~land 
for recruits for bis compan~·, and engaged j,frs. 
l\lerry, nee Anne Brunton). Thomas Abthoi;-pe 
Cooper. then a_ youth of twenty, lvir~ anci :\lrs. 
Oscar -Byrne (the dancers),. _Mr. and ~-Irs. 
Lestrange, and \:Villiam \Varren .. , They ar
rived in Xew,York, 21 days from- Gravesend, 
on.Oct. 1-g. It is comical to think. that Mx:s. 
Merry was actually importing wi_th her three 

: husbands-at .once; but such was the ca.s~, and 
all concerned surely would have b~en amazed 
could they '.have foreseen the incidents Qf. a 
.not very remote future •. l'..Ierry died in Ij9S, 
at Baltimore, and his widow married \Vignell 
in 1803. He, in turn, died suddenly, seven 

. weeks after. their marriage. and, in 1806, the 
enterprising widow married Warren. 

WARREN"s r'lRST APPEARANCF. 

on the. stage in America is.recorded as having 
taken place in Baltimore, but the exac;t date is 
not a matter of record, an<l the rc,le is also un
known. It is certain, howe\·er, that his debut 
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must have occurred between.Oct. rg.ancLD.ec. 
5, 17_96,_ for at the latter date, according to 
Dunlap: (~~ce!lent authority, it .~ay be re
marked), he_ appea.red in Philadelphia with 
,vignell and ~einagle·s -company, playing . 
. Friar Lzwrcnce in •• Romeo_and Juliet·· (Mrs. 
:Merry. being:. the Jze!iet and . Moreton the 
Rv11ut1), and B1,11tf lt in H The \\"' aterman .. , . 
\Varren pl~y,ed, in Philac.ldphia through the 
rcm~inder 'of the. season. and in the follow
ing .August went with the company to New 
York, opening on the ~3d of that month • in 
the Greenwich Street Theatre, which had been 
altere<,l from Rickett' s circus, and titted up {or 
a summer theatre by John Joseph Holland, 
an architect and artist, whom \Vignell had 
brought from . London the ·. -previous year .. 
Ot\\·ay's ·' Venice Preserved•• was the prin
cipal_ feature of the opening bill, .. with Z\.Irs, 
l\'lerry, Cooper and l\loreton in the principal 
par,ts. 'lNarren made: his first appearance in 
New York on this (.lCCasion a.s l'riuli in the 
tras.?:ed\·, and Old .Doil,·v in the farce, H \\rho·s . 
the-Dupe?'.' wnich. formetl the afterpiecc.- ••The 
co~pany," says. \Vood in .commer,ting upon 
the event, H was at this time of an .extent and 
power never since equalled. It numbered, 
for. comedy and· tragedy, Fennel.I, Cooper,. 
l\Ioreton, .\Vig.r.ell, .Fox, )lrs. ~lerry?. l\iJrs. 
Oldmixon, Mr •. and ~'lrs. l\1arshall, Z\li:is. 
Broadhurst, !\Ir. and Mrs. \Varrcll, l\fr. and 
~Irs. :Morris, -l\lr. and ~!rs, Harding, l\lr. 
Hanvood, l\lr. and Mrs. Bernard. 1'lr. Blis
scrt,- l\.ir. and l\Irs. Francis. l\Ir. \Varren, .l\.lr. 
and l\lrs. Byrne (dancers), ~nd .many others.'' 
But in spite of the merit of the troupe the 
summer season was r.ot profitable, and \Vig
nell.and Reinagle closed a season of I-J. weeks 
at their temporary establishment with a less 
of $2.350, and drew off their forces to winter 
quarters.. The summer of the following year 
(Ij9S) the company was employed.at Annapo
lis and Baltimore. At the fQrmer place \Vil
lia.m B. \Vood~ a na.r.ive: ,of Montreal,. born 
l\Iay 26, 1779, who subsequ.ently became \Var
ren's partner in. management, made his .first, 
appea.rance on. the stage as ·-Ge:01:r~ .Barnwdl .. 
on June 26, and was thereupon engaged with 
the co:npany. Beside their interest in the 
theatres of the cities above named. \Vig-nell 
and Reinagle in 1800 became connected :with 
one at \Vashingto'n-the United States The
atre-a ne:w ~ouse, originally intended. for. a 
ho~el, subscquen_tly known for many years as. 
the_: .post office and .patent-offi~e, an¢: .finally, 
destroyed by _fir~.. The .managers. prepared . 
at ... P.hiladelp~ia., :scenery, and an artificial. 
dome and ot-her embellishments for the audi
tot:ium: but on the way to the capita!'ci,ty a·· 
rain~torm. invaded the slo,v-moving wagons, 
and much of the stuff was ruined, causing 
great , delay in opening the theatre. But. 
after a\Vhile they accomplished their object, 
and thenceforward added Washington to their 
circuit. This circuit arrangement rendered 
possible an excellent and prudent feature of 
Wignell and Reinagle's management-the 
employment of the company in the summer 
while their Philadelphia house was closed. 
Beside taking the histrions out of that city 
during the se~son of fever, it · cuabled the 

managers/to avoid the annoyance and uncer
tainty of j:<:olle.cting together so· numerous a . 
body (fn;quently numtering 70 or So persons) . 
for the autumn season in Baltimore, and aiso ,_ 
gave the junior per.former.:; the means ,,fun • 
interruvted progress and study. The s-..1mmer 
seaso.n -was managed on the sharing plan, grad- . 
uated b\- the ,vinter salaries. and it .'\v~s con
ducted -by the successcrs . of \Vignell -and· 
Reinagle for many ·years with Rrcat ad\--an
tage until thc.:>tarring systetn was· introduced, 
to the speedy ruin of. these safe companies, 
and, finally. to -the utter prostration of the 
larger .establishments__ Alexandria ,~as sub
sequently added to ·the circuit. 

THE FlRST lm.E.\K EY DEATH . 
·~ . . 

of the little coterie with whom \Varren came 
from E11glanci ~as• the- sudden ta.king off by 
apoplexy on Jan. 24. 1795, · of Mr. · l\lerry, 
husband of the. accomplished .leading· lady of 
the company .. .l\lrs .. Merry·s <.·ontract" with. 
vVignell expired- shortly after; and she was 
off ercd $60 per week for a season ot 34 or -1-0 -
weeks, and a guarantee of S(>oo for a benefit. 
to go to ~ew York. but she declined. antf re
engaged herself at the Philadelphia house.,. 
the company at which. in the sea.son of 1799-. 
So. included \Varrcn .. \Vood.- Cooper,. Bernard, 
l\lar:;hall,. Cain, .Blissett, Darlev, ~r., Le
stran~c, the \YarreJs (senior and ju~n1or). Fran
cis, \Vignell, Morris. Robins. Crom,velt. Mit-. 
chel1,: Hopkins, l\laster Harris. 1\Irs. l\.lerry, 
:\Irs. 11arshall, .l\Irs. l\Iorris,. l\:Irs. '\Varrei!, 
:VIrs. Francis, .Mrs. Gillingham, Mrs. Salmon, 
i.Irs. Bernard, l\liss Lestran~e. l\liss Arnold, 
l\Hss Solomon, and :0-Iiss Broadhurst. The . 
next season there were a num bcr of .changes 
in the corps. l\Irs. :Morris went to England, 
3nd .Mr. and :\.Irs. l\fo.rsh::tll, Mr. ~nd l\frs. 
Lestrange, . both the. \Varrens. Mrs.· \,Yarrell, 
Darley. Cromwell, Mitchell, :\.laster Harris, 
jlrs. Gillingham, . lvlrs. Salr:1on, )liss Broad
hurst and Miss. Lestran~~e went else\\"'h(;..rc, 
and in their. places came Darley, jr .• Prig
mqre, Durang, Bailer, Usher and Hammond, 
1\1rs. ,Shaw; Mrs. Snowden; !\Hss: Juliana 
Westray,• ("-·ho subsequently became l\.Irs. 
\V' ood), :i.nd :.\Liss E. \Vestray ~ • The following 
year. the company was deprived of Cooper, 
n·ho broke his. contra.ct and :;ececi.ed to N cw 
York, on the .. ground.- that he had: not been 
giv-~-n the ,opportunities -his abilities deserved; 
but was•.ennched by the accession of l\Ir. and 
.Mrs. Jones, who came to this countrv in ·.the 
summer of 1Sor, and. l\Jr. and l\:Irs. Whitlock 
from the Boston Company. In the autumn of 
1802, Fennell and .. Mr. and l\tlrs. \Vhitlo.ck ,vent· 
to. Ne,v York,: and there \Vere some :'minor 
changes in the company. l\Irs. Merry re-· 
mained a widow until tb.e first of January, 
1803, when she bestowed her hand upon \Yig
nelJ. · On Feb. 23 \Vignell <lied suddenly 
and unexpectedly from the inflammation of a 
vein in which be bad been bled a few days 
previous for a determin~tion of b!ood to the 
head. He is described by Dunlap as an ath
letic man, below the ordinary height. with a 
slight stoop in his shoulders, han<lsomcly 
formed limbs and remarkably small feet. His 
large blue eyes were rich in expression, and 
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his comedy was luxuriant in humor, _ but 
al ways faithful to the author. · Vit ood adds 
that he was a most amiable and well-mannered 
man, and that he found in him an invaluable 
friend and father. For ·se\"eral ,·ears before 
his death he appeared rarely on the stage, the 
labors and·~res of roanagem'ent·absorbing his 
whole attention. . By the demise of \Vignell. 
the man~gcment · devolved upon his widow 
and Reina~e. and, after clo5in~ the Philadel
phia Theatre s::veral n i~hts as a tribute of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. theY 
opened it· with. \Varren a~·-acting ,manager; 
\Vood, who since 1799 ha.d been treasurer~ 
as. assistant, and Rein'1~le, as before, in 
charge of the _ musical <·lcpartment. \Vood 
says in his '' Personal Recollections,•• that, 
though \Varren could rian a season admira
bly, he found the labor of cnrrying out bis 
desi~ns an i:isuppor~1.ble toil. and·, thou~h 
professedly stage . niariagcr, the bulk of. the 
labors of-that office fel! to his (\Voo<l"s) ~hare. 
During this season., the ~cconffpart of Shakes
peare's "Henry IV·· \\":tS gotten up for the 
first time in Amer.ica., and ,v arren ~t once ac
quired the- high reputation he· af:erwar<l main
tained as Fa.lstc1ff. .\\·oocl went to -En~land in 
Jur.e, 1803. for rest, recreation and recruits. 
Prior to his departure a. mostimport~r.t engage
ment waseffected fo{the theatre, it being with 

JEFFERSON THE SECO!-D 

(the first Joseph).. Mr. Jefferson was born .in 
Plymouth7 Eng., in 1774, and ca.me to this 
country in 1795. under eng.a.gement to Charles 
Stuart Powell, to appear at the Federal Street 
Theatre in Boston. Powell failinQ". however, 
Jefferson made his American. d[.but with 
Hodgkinson and Halla.m's company. which 
acted at that house from Nov. 2, 1795, until 
Jan. 20, 1796, and accompanied it to N e\V 
York, where he played two seasons at the John 
Street Theatre and ti\·e at the Park.· He was 
engaged at the Chestnut fo take the place of 
John Berru:trd,. who had rep~ired to Boston, . 
and joined, at. the opening of ·the season of. 
1803..;.4, a qomp~ny which included~ all told, 
Warren. Downie. \Villiam Francis. \,Villiam 
Twaits. Francis Blissett, \V. B. \Yood, Cain, 
Owen l\f orris, \Varrell, Du rang. :Mestayer. 
Melbourne, Fox, Hard'in2'e. Lestrang-e, Usher, 
Mrs. '"\Vignen; :Mrs. Oidin·ixon, );!rs. Shaw, 
M'rs. Francis, .:\frs. '\:Vood, (Juliana \Vestray), 
l\.f rs. Solomon, ~Irs. Snowdon. Mrs. Durang, 
Mrs. Downie, l\Irs~ Morris and Mis~ Hunt. 
Winter justly-r:einarks that the union of pow
ers' thus indicated for comedv acting was mar
vellous. Th.e weight, dignity· and rich humor 
with which \Varren could invest such ,charac
ters as Old .Dorn/on and Sir Robert .B,ramble, 
made him easily supreme in his line .. He he1d 
the leadership. also in. the line of .Falstaff and 
Sir Tobey .Belch.. Blissett's fastidious taste, 
neat execution and beautiful polish made him 
perfection in parts.of the .Dr. Caites and .Baga
telle order, which he· presented as delicate 
miniatures... Francis was finely adapted. for 
such boiste,:i~us .old inen as Sir· Sampson .. Le
gend and Sir Antko11.1• Aosol11te. Jefferson, 
conscientious and thorough, and at the same 
time brilliant, ranged from . .Jierc11tio to .Do.111-

inie . St11/1pson. from Touchstone to .Do,.5blnJ·. 
and from .1'anner Ashfield to 11fowwonn, and 
,vas a l:onsummate artist in· all. \Vood was 
the .Dcrico11rl and ·.non Fdix; and· Twaits. a. 
wonderful .-.young man, brimful •Of genius,_· 
seemed formed -py nature · for all such charac
ters as range. with .Dr. Pturg-loss. Tony LumJ
ki 11 or Goldji11ch. · The season was a fairly 
prosperous· one, and so ·was that of 1So-1--s~ 

. with few changes in the company. ,At thc.e·n<l 
of the last-named season. however, there were 
some secessions· from the force, and~ .in the 
summer of 1S05, \Varren· went to En~Iand on 
recruiting service. returning· with Mr .. a.nd 
:Mrs. \Yoodham, Bray, Cross, :Mr. ·and :Mrs. 
Milis ar.d Rutherfoi:J~ \"rith this addition to 
his regular force. whkh ind uded \Vood. J ef:
ferson .. Francis, Morris, Harwood .. Cain, .:\'lrs. 
\Vignell. )irs. J e.fferson, )i rs. \Vood. :Mrs. 
Francis, · l\Irs. .Morris and Mrs~ l\Ielmoth, 
\Varren began an acti\"e and protita.ble season. 

· The next summ~r (Aug. 15, 1S06) \Varren and · 
1Irs. \Vi~eu .,,-erc married. This vear (ISo6) 
the· Phila.<lelphia 'comp'anv was composed of 
\Varren, \Vood. l\fcKensie. :Mills .. \\.ebstc_r, · 

· \Voodham.,. Spencer Cone, Cross. Cain, Fran.:. 
cis. Robins. Sanderson, Blissett, Bailey~ J ef
ferson, Taylor. Durang~ Hray and Seymour. 
l\lrs. \Varr-en (late .\Vignell), l\,1rs . .Francis, 
l\frs. Sevmour, l\Irs. Morris~ l\Irs. Jefferson, 
l\f rs. Cunningham, Mrs. :Milts and Miss Hunt. 
Twaits, Hanvood, the Daileys. Fennell. Ruth-· 
erford~ ~Irs. Oldmb:on and other . former 
mem hers of the troupe were this year in. Ne,,.
York. In Feb., 1507, l\-Irs. \Varren played 
an engagement in New York, and. in· March, 
Cooper returned the com.pliment · by playing 
in Fhilaclelphia. . 

'WARREN AND WOOD. 

TheyearrSoSbroughta sad_bereavement to 
\Varren. During the two yea.rs which had 
elapsed since his marriage· to i\'Irs. \Vignell 
they had . been happy in their ne,v -relation 
and p:-osperous in their business enterprises. 
The future looked very bright to them-; l,ut 
their plans ~ere fr:ustrated by the sudden 
death in childbed of ~frs. \.Varren, -0n June 
28. at Alexandria. The demise of this beau
tiful and brilliant .woman was deeply lamented 
by all -who knew her in private life, and 
mourned by the great public which had de
lighted in her genius as an actress. · \Varren's_ 
dislike to. the fatiguing details of the ·director-:
ship has already been· mentioned.· Now that 
his wife was dead be felt incapable of. attend-' 
iog to business affairs for a· time, and a· 
double burden was thrown upon.Wood. Three 
years previous the latter "·as laid up for soine 
time by the rupture of a blood vessel while 
playing Charles de l\'Ioor, but the injury was 
not deemed permanent. For some tiqie he 
bad been acting stage manager, and in 1806, 
soon after \Varren's marriage with Mrs. '\Vig
nell, was formally appointed to that position. 
His health gradually gave way under · the 
strain, and in .the summer of 1808, when his 
labors were greatly increased, he sank into a 
state of nervous <li~ability so alarming that his 
medical ad'\'isers ordered an immediate sus
pension of labor, and a sea voyage as the 



s THE \V.ARREN FA)-IILY. 

onlv chance of recoverv. -He. therefore. made 
a second visit to England, ·;-emaining a,·..-ay 
until October, 1S0Q. 

In that ¥ear \Varren was married for the 
third time, his wife being l\Iiss Esther For
ttine, the · daughter of ~l rs. Euphemia For
tune, the wido\\~ of a Scotch merchant. ·who 
for many years kept a l()dg-ing hou~e adjoin
ing th_e John Street Theatre in X cw York. 
The. third Mrs. \Varren was a sister of :'.\li~s 
'Euphemia Fortune, who married. the second 
Jeffer::on nine years previously. and ·with him 
became a member of the conrnanv- at the 
Philadelphia Theatre in 1So3. · Th~;s the two 
families of \V'arreri and Jcffer~on were united.· 

On.\Vood's return from Eurooe. some of his 
Philadelphia friends supplied liim i.vith funds. 
and he purchased one-half of \Varrcn·s rig-lits 
in the Philadelphia. Baltimore and\\' ashin!:(ton 
theatres. and entered into an equal partner
ship with him. Under this · arr:mgement. 
Wood, as proposed by \f arren. assumed the 
entire active· management, and the new plan 
went into effect at the opening of the Balti
more season in the autumn of 1510. The 
company at that time consisted of \Varrcn. 
Wood, Jefferson, .. Gentleman George·· Har
rett, Spencer Cone. (afterward a noted Baptist 
clergyman), Francis. :McKenzie~ Blissett. \Vil
mot, Hardinge, Robins. l\lrs. \Vilmot. lirs. 
Wood • .lirs.- Jefferson. Mrs. Francis, :\Irs. 
Seymour, lirs. Twaits, :\f rs. lvlcKe~zic, the 
l\Hsses \Vhite and others; and it was imme
diately enlarged and strengthened. Previous 
to entering upon l1is duties as man::igcr, \Vood 
visited New York, where he played a Lrief 
engagement \Yith Price at the Park, opening 
in the character of De ·val11umt. "\Varren and 
Wood continued as co-manag-ers for r6 year~. 
during which time they experienced many v-i
cissitudes of fortune. The curious reader will 
nnd the record minutely. if not always impar
tially, kept by \Vood in his •· Personal Recol
lections." published in r855. \Varren leit 
copious manuscript journals. which. as they 
furnish ample material for a volume covering 
one of the m_ost interesting periods in the his
tory of the American stage. it is to be hoped 
will some time be edited and published. 

An account in detail of the experiences in 
management of \Varren and \Vood during-this 
long period cannot. of course, be gh-en within 
the limits of this article ; the principal events 
only can be .mentioned, and very briefly. 

EXPERIEXCES-IN 1-.!ANAGE:\tEXT .. 
. . 
The summer succeeding their entrance into 

partners~ip, lI r. and Mrs. Duff were added to 
the company, ·under a contract for thri!e 
y~rs, which was subsequently_ extended. to 
five,· an accession of great value. the latter 
being probably .the greatest tragic actress that 
ever trod our stage. while the former was an 
actor of fine and versatile talent. It was to 
Mrs. Duff that .lVloore addressed his lovely 
melody, "\V}:lile Ga.zing on the l\loon's 
Light. 0 She was born in London, married 
}fr. Duff while on the Dublin stage, came 
with him to America in 1S ro. and. in subse
quent -years had a career of astonishing bril
liancy-darkened however. by much personal 

misfortune. She retired frCJm the stage, and 
embraced religion · in her later years. and· 
finally died in obscurity in ~ew York, Sept. 
5, 1857, at the age of 63. · 

In OctoLer. 1Srr. -McKenzie~ without giving 
notice, seceded from the company at the 
Chestnut to join that of the rival ho.use, the 
\Valnut. · This mo"'-e was severeh,- censured 
by \Varren and \Vood in a published card, and 
the :resuh ·was a riot, or~ r.ather. a series of 
riots. in their theatre. which, howe,·e-r. were 
fortunately unaccompanied by serious results. 
though they interrupted performances and 
caused the management cons;derap_le loss. 
l\lcKensie. who was a dissipated man. several 
vears afterward drowned himself in the Back 

· Bav at Boston . 
. The seas0n of 1S11-r2. 0\ ... ing to the war 

with Engiarid. was a disastrous one to the 
new management, though .the standard of the 
company and the dramatic productions were 
kept up ; that of 1512-13 "'·as · no better, and, 
with nightly expenses of S.3<>0, the ma~agers 
sustained a great lo~s. That of 1Sr3-q. was 
an improvement. On l\lay ro. rSr4. \V.arren 

· and \Vood opened a new theatre on Holliday 
street,· Baltimore, with much · ccfat, thoug-h 
part· of the . scenery. in tran~it from Philadel
phia. had been destroyed hy the British troops 
at Hane de Grace. \Varren was much vexed 
3.t the loss. but consoled · himself with- the re
mark, in al!u.;;ion to the material of the <lrop 
curtains. that .. These were the only bays 
(baize) the En~lish ha.d yet gained by the war.·· 
The citv of Baltimore levied a tax of Sro 
per night on the nc\v house. and applied the 
fund thus raised ro relieve the rlistress of Bal
timoreans who were \.Vounded and the fam
ilies of those killed in the battles of Bladens
burg and ~orth Point and the bombardment 
of Fort Henry. The Philadelphia season.this 
year was also prosperous, and th~- coming of 
peace in r8r5 helped to recompense the man
agers, as well as others. ior .their losses dur
ing the war. It was i_n this year· that gas was 
introduced in the Chestnut Street Theatre. 
From this time until 1S19, \Varren and '\V:ood 
were quite uniformly suc<:essful 'in their enter
prises, their theatres in Baltimore and Phila
delphia both doing re~arkably well. Toward 
the end of the last-named year. however, 
there was·a period of depression. which even 
extended to benefits. \\·arrcn tempte~ th~ 
public by an entertainment consisting of five 
acts from as many different plays of Shakes
peare ; but it drew on I y S42j, · and, he sµ b-
mitted ~he _following appeal : · · - · · •' · 

ltR. WARRf-::o--'s BE~EFlT. 

l\tr. Warren presents his respec:ful compliments t<> his 
friends and patrons of rhe drama. and be~s leave tt'\ offer 
his name for a second night. That which was intended 
for his benefit on the 3d of J.:inu.:try havin~ proved 
wholly unproductive. he has been induced by some ~f his 
old friends to make the second effort, in the hope that he 
may receive a share of that patronage which, even in this 
failin~ season, has n~t been withheld from others, and 
surely · 

h 'Tis no sin for a man · 
Tolaborin h~ "w"Ocation." 

But this second attempt, on Feb. 25, 1820, 
yielded only $2i4- This dispiriting season in 
Philadelphia closed on }!arch 29 to a heavy 
losing average of $399. The company re-
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paired to Baltimore for the usual spring term, -
opening on April 3 in a ·sno1.v storm .. That , -
night a sad blo,v fell upon the enterprising 
managers in the total loss by fire of their 
theatr¢ in Philadelphia, · the desui.ldion of 
which included scenery·. machinery. ,,rardrobe, 
library, an· o:-gan, two pianos, music- every
·thing-the · only articles saved being the 
green-room mirror. the litt!e model of a ship. 
and the1 profnplcr·s clock. There \Yas no in
surance. \Varren and \\iood were· litera1hr 
depri~·ed of all i:hey possessed, and with the 
burning of the theatr•e saw the toilsome earn
ings of 20 years .turned to :ashes~ Despair, 
however, was·not·the fashion cf the time, and 
within· a few hours thev: had effected a lease 
for ei~ht · years of che \Val nut Street _Theatre, 
or rather circus, at the corner of \Va?nut and 
Ninth streets. This establishment was re
constructed · at great expense. and opened 
under their management Nov. II, rS20 

. . . . . 
A NOT ABLE £\-ENT 

in this same month ·was the first .:i.ppearance. 
on the 27th, of Edwin F arrest, then a· 1ad of 
16~ as You1Z.~ · 1V<11,,1al; with \Vheatley as 
Lord .Randolph, \Vood as GlcJZah,~n~ '\Varren 
as Ole! jV"un,al, · Mrs. \Vi!liams as Lad)· .Ra11. 
·t1o1pli, arid Mrs. Jeffersori as Anna. N'o_great 
· excitement; says \Vood, was perceptible on 
the occasion, though the novice acquitted 
himself so well as to· create a desire for a 
repetition of the play. wh,ich soon fol lo 1.ved, 
·with in.creased approbation. Soon after. For
rest added to ·. his reputation by a spiritc=-d 
-effort as Frederic in " Lovee s VOWS ; •• still, 
no enthusiasm was· evident in the public, a!:d 

-his benefit as Octa,,;ian was even less than 
the former nights, which were: Dg11glas. 
$3I9; . Fr,·tfc·ric. s~52 ; benefit, . S215 .. Time 
has rend~red remarkable the fa.ct that For
rest"s first appearance at the '\Valnut ,vas im
mediately f0Uowe4 l)y that of Kean. who 
played a profitable engagei:nent, notwithstand
ing there were rumors afloat that the theatre 
was unsa:fe. · The ad\·ent of Kean, \Vood 

-notes, "introduced'· to America a custom 
·which, however tolerable in view of bis great 
geriius, led subsequently to much annoy
ance and to many abuses-the habit of call
in~ ·out ·performers~ dead or alizre, and, after 
the curtain bas· dropped~ to ·receive a tribute 
of extra applause. n · _ 

· Warren and Vi ood were not active in ·efforts 
to rebuild. the Chestnut Street _ Theatre, as, 
·wood ·shrewdly observes, "no one except a 
·manager can conceive the advant~ge of mo
nopoly in theatrical concerns." They refused 

-- an offer from Beekman to pfay t~eir company 
··in Ne,v York from September to March, and 
from March to July, concluding that_ their 

· field was already large enough. '"The autumn 
·season of 1S2r at Baltimore was notable for 
the appearance with.- the company of Junius 
Brutus Booth, who. after a successful engage
ment at the. New York Park. was on his wav 
South. He played Richard III. on Nov. 2, 
and created an unusuaL se~sation, though the 
receipts for his six performances averaged 

:'}ess than $350. The Philadelphia season 
opened.with Mr. and 1\-frs. T. Burke, llr. and 

Mrs. H/_. \Vallack. and. Ni.chols. from the Char
leston J~heatre, added to the company.- James 
\Valt~k. who was announced ·to .~ppear as 
Hamu.·t, was thro.wn lrom the ma11 Stage on 
his \Vav from New York. and received a frac
ture of the leg •. which rendered. him ,for many 
months incapable .of any professional exer
tion, and consequently greatly di~arranged the 
plans of the managers. During ·the same 
year the : company suffered from sickness, 
Jefferson. Francis. \Vheatlev, and others hav
ing been unable to appear for nearly a third 
of the season. Blissett. who had- been, in the 
corps for· 2S years, -retired -to come into the 
possessicn of a fortune .iett him by his father. 
Altogether, th~ season at the \\i alnut was net 
more prosperous than that which preceded it ; 
and the audience~ always looking back" to the 
old, house on Chestnut street, became impa
tient for its revival. Accordingly.-a subscrip
tion Jist was opened and .filled within three 
days, and a lease w.as granted (in con5idera
. tion, as n·as expressed, of personal feelings 
toward the lessees) of the most-·liberal condi
tion::. and unshackled by any annoyin~ stipu-
lations ; it was . .for: ten years, at· a rent of 
S3.000, renewable· for ten more at the end of 
the .first term_ -The new house was :finished 
and opened on Dec. 2. 1 S22. An address by 
\Villiam $prague of Boston was spoken by 
\Vood, and- .. The School for Scandal'' was 
performed. -with- "\Varren as Sir Pcter Tt:azle~ 
Francis as SirOlh,er Surface, Wood as Chllrlt:s 
Surface, H. \Vallack as Joseph, Johnson as 
Rad.:bite .. Jefferson as Crabtree. Hathwcll as 
Row/y, T. Burke as -.i.Jfvses, DarJey as Cardcss, 
John Jefferson as Trip. Greene as ~'->11a/.:e, Mrs. 
\Vood as £ady Teade, l\.frs. Laselle as latfi, 
S,uerweli, l\Irs. Francis as .Jlfrs. Ca11d"11r, Mrs. 

· H. \Vallack as 11/',zria. and ~Irs. Greene as the 
.illaid. (This is Wood's record; Wemyss as
signs .Backbite to Thomas Jefferson.) The 
season at the new house was a verv success
ful· Qne. as -:might- be inferred. ·\\Tilson first 
appeared as Pierre, and joined the company, 

.. and W emyss was .· also added. Cooper, J. 
\VaHack. Charles, 1\-Iatthe,vs, Booth, and 
others appeared in addition to the regular 
force. l\1eantime, the \.Valnut Street Theatre 
had been sublet to a branch of the New York 
company under Cowell's management, which 
played to a long succession of good houses. 
The. opening of the Philadelphia sea.son on 
Dec., .2. 1823,.- was marked. -byc•a change of 
prices by Wan-en and \Vood, which was inju-

. -dicious :, nevenheless, the season·'was fairly 
.successful. · Illness again . proved: a· great 
-drawback. Duff being away·33-nig-hts·, ;Mrs. 
Duff 4:;. \Vallack zo,-and Jefferson 9. from this 
cause. · , ,•·· 

THE STARRING SYSTEM 

told heavily against all the theatres under 
this control .. as the stars took nearlv all the 
receipts, Jea~ing the manag-ers barely enough 
to pay the expenses. This· was especially 
noted at &.itimore, where stars of all degrees 
and. maguiticeot spectacles were produced at 
unsparing cost. but all in vain. The \Vash
ington season was little better, having been a 
failure -ior -.the first time. The Philadelphia 
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season.~£ 1825:-'6was· no improvement on the 
preceding one. Kea.n•s et1gagement -,~as ·a 
light one~ as . there· were tlircats of a. ·riot. 
Cooper's ·visit .was not· profitable~· though he 
had Miss L. Kelly \'t"ith. him.· Co~i'"°ay, the 
tragedi~n, beg-an an engagement · and ·de-. 
serted after the sccpnd nignt; he subsequently 
threw himself'in_t.o'·the sea,'when· on the ,,·av 
to Charleston( and was drO\'\,"ned. l\h-~ a.nd 
l\'Irs. Hamblin failed to draw, and so dicl lirs .. 
Barnes~ .•The se;i.son ·ran r5r. nights to an 
average of $301, · ~vhicb. as the expenses of the 
house ; arid. company were $300, .. to . say
nothing of the demands of the stars. left the · 
manageinen!_a very· small margin. Thc·Ba.l
timore sp!ink sea.son· of rS26 began· cheeriully 
with Miss Kelly's eight nights' engagement. 
Then Kean a.nd trouble ca.me. "Richard III." 
was acted 'iri ~umb show the first night. the 
audience injulging in the most tumultuous 
demonstrations~· which rendered· inaudible 
every word spoken on the stage. The theatre 
was therefore close;d, and Kean finished his 
engage~ent in Phila<lelpbia in June-a most 
u.nseasonable time for a round of tr~g-edics. 

In the summer of 1S~5 \Vood:. .dissatisfied 
with the·existing state of affairs, and feeling, 
as he 'says; that _:h_is partner was allowir.g· h'is 
judgment to be s,vayed by outside·parties, of
fered to·· b~y out _'\Varren's interest, and so 
become sole manager ofthe ·Philadelphia~·Bal
timore and \rVashington theatres. \Vit?:"ren ob-· 
jected, urgfog_· t~at ma.nagement held ·out a 
safe arid comfortable prospect for him and his 
family in his" advancing life, -and he did not 
wish to abandon it. "\Vood thereupon de
clared that \Varren must become sole mana
ger himself~ and gave notice that he should 
retire· from the connection at the end of a. 
twelve-P.lonth. For some time \Varren could 
not believe Wood's purpose of retirement 
could be real, but. finding him settled in his 
determination, joined him 1n arrang~ments for 
the separation in the summer of 1 sz·6. -Easy · 
terms were adjusted without difficulty, and 
Wood transeferrcd-. all, his .. '.5hare _of the prop
erty in .the different theatres, as ,,·ell as in the 
leasecfthe·Philadelphiahouse, having r6years 
to run at $3,000 a year. to vVarren. The lat
ter insisted that Mr. and· :\lrs. \Vood should 
retain . the-~ situations : they held as · actors so 
long as they continued in· PhHadelphia~ which 
they agreed t~. \Varren then, as sole mana
ger, opened a. sux:nmer season in the new 
theatre at '\Vashington 'on Aug. 31, 1826, and 
played.-there until Oct. _6:- Unfortunately, he 
tried the attraction of a· ·numher of stars who 
failed_:'fo draw, and·. took all the receipts, and 
the experiment failed.'· The Baltimore·· house 
remained· dosed. Mr. Warren· opened the 
Philadelphia··theatre on Dec~ 4, with a com
pany including himself, Jefferson, Wood. 
Joseph· L. Cowell (stage· manager), °F. C. 
'\Vemyss. J~hn Jefferson, Porter, \V. Forrest, 
Heyl, Singleton~ Meer, Jones. '\Vheatley~ 
Webb, Darley, Hallam, Greene. Bignell, Ho
sack, ~arker, ·· Murray, Gamer, · Howard; 
Klett, Mrs.- Wood, ··Mrs~· Jefferson, 1\Irs. J. 
Jefferson (late !virs. J._ Burke). l\.1rs. Anderson, 
l\frs. Francis, l\.lrs. Greene, Mrs. Darler, .Mfs. 
Cowell, Mrs. 1Iecr,- · Mrs. ·Murray•ai,d the 

I 

Misses H=it1'weU. l\liss · Kelly~ l\.Iacready~_ 
Booth,'~frs. ,Knight and Edwin_ Forrest were 
the stars of/· the season. "'The -Comed-v :of 
Errors'' -w~ produced for the purpose·of pre-
sen ting Jefferson and Cowell as the two-Di-o-• 
mios, and·. proved quite a success. An inter.; 
esting event was··the first;appearance of• i\iiss · 
Hester \Varren; ~!arch 27.· rS27, as Fitlelid in 
"The Foundling;_" she created a very favor
able impres-sion at first. but was subsequently· 
cast in parts ill-adapted to her style. and did 
not gain the success expected of her. · The 
season was not successfut -though it was pub
licly stated that it brotight·neither profit>nor· 
loss to the management. 

A_ NEW. PROJECT. 

was now devised, which it was ·hoped would 
restore · the ,vaning fortunes of the theatre. 
This was the effecting of arrangemen~s of a.: 
very extensive character ·for the importation· 
of notable performers from En~land. and.in 
effect, though not professedly, a trial -of the 
starring system in place of the• former stock 
methods.· \Vith this end ·in view, a- consider
able number of the regular company was dis-· 
charged; anci Francis Courtney W e-myss -was 
enga~ed by \V.arren as acting--and .stage man-· 
ager for·a tenn -of three years~ and was 'dis-· 
patched to En-gland- on- June 20 to make the 
projecte<l--en_gagements. 

In the meantime a ne\v opposition·arose~ · A 
fine theatre was quietly· and hurriedly, but· 
substantially. ·erected· on· Arch street, and its • 
management tvas offered to· \Vood,- who ac-· 
cepted it. disregarding the clause· of his- con;.. 
tract with \Varren proYiding that he -should 
only play ,vith his former co-manager while 
in Philadelphia. Wood got together a fairly 
good company, but there was no unanimity of 
purpose among its members; dissension_ fol
lowed dissension, and the first season, which 
was ooened on ·Oct. I, was closed at ·-the 
end of- three months~ although ·the perform-· 
ances ·were weH patronized hr the public. Ill 
fortune seemed to- follow \.Vood-\from 'this 
time on; and in.the iatterpart 'of his career he 
met with many reverses, seriously impairing 
the ample fortune he had pre\"lously acquired. 
He took a formal leave of the stage at the 
\iValnut Street Theatre,· Nov. rS, 1846. at a 
truly complimentary benefit ·tendered •him by 
the most· Prriinent cit~zens of Philadelphia. 
He appeared on:·the occasion as _Ser..~- Auster~.: 
lit:: iii'· the -drama of uThe Old ·Guard "~a 
most appropriate selection -for tlie_lastremain
ing veteran· of that corps which ·had· included. 
on its roll the names of so many distinguished 
histrions". and had been noted throughout the· · 
land as the best drilled and most efficient 
company of comedians known to the western 
world. He died in Philadelphia Sept. 2r, 
1861, in the 83d year of his age~ 1\-Irs. Wood 
(Juliana \Vestray) died in· the same city, Nov. 
r3, rS36. 

\Vemyss returned from England in the 
autumn of 1S27, bringing as recruits for War
ren's establishment. Sloman:· Souch,vell. S. 
Chapman, l\f ercer, Hutchings, Kerr, Willis, 
J. Thompson Norton, Rowbotham, Mrs. 
Sloman, Mrs~· Rowbotham, Mrs. Mercer, Miss 



·Emerv, Miss.· Hawthoro·e ·and· ~Iiss. · Kerr. 
Chapman · quitted: ..• '\V arren· -· :after·•· arriving, 
from some·dissatisfactiou:.abot1t .salar-v. and 
went'. with ·\Yood -to . the .Arch·. as ·sta~e -mana
ger.: The :others remruried, and the season 
was opened. on Oct., 29~ .:with. Southwell as 
Rameo~ -to·$63S:. Things dragged on hea~·i!y 
until Miss-.Emery's.perfo~ance of Bia;rc<z and 
E11adne ~0-r a,.short time .produced · some ex-. 
citement and some good receipts. Horn an<l 
Mrs •. Knight,played-.a successful engagement 
of three ~ights to an average_ of ~550. with a 
joint benefit of Sr~o55, and subsequently re
peated-. it,with · .like reso-lts.· l\:irs.· Sloman's 
ar:nval- gave a new-impetus· to the theatre; 
,her first seven nights averaged $Seo.:. She oc
cupied alternate.· nights with .>..l\-lrs~:- -Austin, 
:whose houses · produced -S:;.1-2 .each.. · ~'liss 
George bad butin<lifferent--~uccess, and. :\liss 
Kelly dr.cw moderate· receipts. .Miss Clara 
Fislier-{afterward l\irs~ 'l\iacder) acted for ten 

:nights:· to -an :average exceeding- Sooo. and 
Miss -Rock .and · :.\lmc.· · Celeste followed to 

·.moderate :audiences. ; .: Notwithstanding these 
large . ·receipts. the first r37 nights: o:t the 
season barely left to :the treasury S:;30 per 
nigh~:- .·:Cooper-played· a-fe,~ ni~bt.s, and then 
Forrest; ;-Horn~~,,Pcarman :and- .Mrs.- .Austin 
combined .mth.no ·advanta.:ge.: 'Even. C,)oper 
and.'.Mrs~ Sloman acted tog:ethcr:to:on!y Szrr. 
T:he,splendid spectacle·of:the ~•;Gnome· King" 
··scarcely ·repaid its. ·cost.: . This. long.· season 
terminated' oo.,Jnne:::n, 1828; without profit to 
:the treasury~.· :· .. 

:It was naturally expected that the premature 
closing of the ·Arch: street Theatre. wouid 
greatly benefit "\,Varren's · house, but the re
verse was the : case, · the ne..'-'"t season · proving 
the lowest and most distressful in the Che~t
.nut Street history. '\\iood. in his-'~- Personal 
Recollections.'• says : '· \Va:rren surrendered 
all his power to others, who became discour
aged atthe ruin ·they were bringing:about_them. 
snatched what they could for themselves, anci 
departe4_, leaving poor · · 

. • --1~.A~N TO. ~EM~IN _Trm,;:y1cTH'f. .. 
·of-their rash· and tickle schemes. He. found 
·that his recent friends, who had got possession 
of. evetvthinir-he had. were now his insatiable 

·-andremorse1ess·creditors/' . \Varren's private 
·diary through this season is·mour.nful reading. 
Among -his entries · are· many. receipts like 

·these:~·-" Haunted·· Tow:er;~·--,$6:r;.50: "The
'.rese," $go:;," A,postate," ,89S;·:etc:: ".Hunt, 
7 Miss Phillips-and C·. Fisher· piayed together
·to·$6o-'·~-~,t'~:the. whole amount of- ·this~· house, 
;-$20.75·; :-,Southwell~s benefit,- $5-z;. Mr;. and 
Mrs.-Rowbotham's-benefit, S77) Miss·E .. Jef-

. ferson's;·$S·3~"'- ··These, it ·should: be ·remem
. bered, were the, gross receipts,· while the· reg
· u1ar and· necessary expenses were S300 at 
the least. Such business would ruin anv man
ager; and so~ on Jan. r, · 1S29. the Chestnut 
Street Theatre, where \Varren·had passed the 
best years of his life, the scene -of his toils, 
his triumphs and his reverses, passed out of 
his hands~- and' Lewis- T. Pratt- and. F. C. 
Wemyss (the latter his· acting- and stage mana
ger) became the lessees. · The estabiishment, 
however, had not life enough left' .in•it to be 
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revived /by the, ne,v·- man:tgers ;- their~:sp.ecula
.tion was dis&1.strous,. and, \V emvss retired ·at the 
.close '4 ·the. foHowing sea.soo.irom manage
men4 .and even from th-e . .-stage.:ior a .time. . 
.. The breaking.up·ofthe-o1d;company-:was a 

hea1ry.blow.to·soine'.ofits members.-aswellas 
the -manager.· Recs ('6 Colley Cibber ... ) ,in re
cording .the event speaks thus of; Josepli Jef
ferson·.. \Varren~s. brother-in-law.:: ~--He was 
considered rich. looked- ut'Cn: as such ... and on 
every- oc:casion ·of· Lis ,be~efit the publi~ the 
smiling:thousands, turned·ou.t·.enmasse.- But 
soon ·a :chan~e· came :,o~er =his dream of life. 
His friend,.. \V iUiam.\Varren;,became-involved 
in ditliculties~~uit. after-:- ·suit 0.pr-es5ed:· him 
do'\\"'n the· tide of misfortune ; ' Old Jef.' held 
out his arm to. the- rescue·;: :it,sa\·ed his-friend 
:for the -moment, , but.. ruined: himself; their 
united:·fortunes were now a wreck, and in 
their old d~ys. with l~rge _f~miiies around 
them, they were compeUetl to quit the scene 
of -their success :as :well as misfortunes.- -- . 

•..• ·- .. Jefferson. made an appeal to his 
patrons, under · circumstances ,of a .-peculiar 
nature~_.for a benefit: ·:His daims upon the 
public, . bis losses ... were, set forth. i11, language 
none could mistake~ -The .. niglit,came,- [Dec. 
23. 1S29]-the: house. \Vas desert~d. _ Forlorn 
anci: broken-hearted:.· the• old -man quitted his 
home.; his registered · oath<that ·. -he .. ,would 
n e·1.-er play more· -in · Philadelphia . 1vas-: . kept.·' 
\.Vounded in· pride., and .ill-prepared in p<>ckct 
for this .sudden reverse of favor·andfo:rtune, 
Jefferson bade adieu forever ··to_. the ·Quaker 
City, formed. a traveling company with· the aid 
.of·hiswife and childr.en,: and wandered through. 
the smaller: towns ·of. Pennsylvania. . :Mary
land and Virginia •. makir.g Washington his 
headquarters. His daughter., Mrs .. Ander~on, 
.and his youngest. Jane,·. died in quick. succes
sion; his son-in :law. Chapman~ was killed by a 
fall from a- horse ; his son, John, fell dead in 
a fit1 .an~. last grief· of-all,-his wife was taken 
a.wav~i-.. ;()~ercomecbv- this .accumulation· of do 
mestic. woe; he· died ·at -Harrisburg in 1832. 
· In l\Iay .... 1829, Warren~.no:w- gro.wn ,.feeble 
and dispirited •. -and with.-all-his plans defeated 
and .his former friends: .aod · advisers repre
sented: by the sheriff in tht:old-theatre-joined 
the regular stock at :the \Valnut Street house. 
which was reopened under the i:µanagement of 
s~ Chapman and· J. Greene. · .Mr. and· Mrs. 
-\V ood, weFe ,also. at. this "establishment~• .. '\Var
r en.appeared on-May 30~,andacted occasionally 
through. the summer.; --H:e had a ben-ej.t, when 
William- Chapman and-· .Mr. :and ,~lrs:;..·.Row
:botha..~ .played for.h:imt;an,d: :Mrs~ Erancis, who 
.hatl · left :the.· stage some·. time,:·before;;_ volun
teerecl:as, .1lfrs~ JJfalaprop· for her. last· appear
:ance-, on: ,the boards •. The season .ended on 
July 29~ ·and at ,its termination .W ar:ren went to 
Baltimore. The next record of his appearance 
on the stage is more than a year 1-ater. The 
.Adelphi. a new theatre, erected in Baltimore 
for the elder Booth and John R. Duff, was 
opened .,on Oct.· 4. 1S30,. and Warren was a 
.member of the company. It was at this house 
(commonly called the •'.Mud Theatre" on ac
·count-of its location) and during th~s season 
that/lam/et was produced with the following 
· cast: wit.I.tout doubt the most extraordinary one 
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it ever had in, A:nerica:: Hamlet,:- Charles 
Kean; Ghost. J. R. Duff; PQ/011ius .. \Villiam 
\Varren.; .Laerus; Archer·;• .;./£mg, -Isherwood; 
Horatio, Hazard; O.sric, John. Sefton; Fir.~! 
Grave Di,,.o-er. Flvnn . .!:,econd "Grave• /)jTrrer, 

-~ ~ y . 7 ... ~...... • 

:Mercer; .Fir.st Actor • .;\.lcK.innev ; S(co11d Ac-
tor~ Junius.Br:utus Booth; Ot,hdi;z, l\lrs. Flvnn;. 
Queen • . Mrs. Duff.· \Varren played here occa
sionally .throu1;hou:t the season, and when, on 
Aug. 29,. rS3r, the '"Three \Villiams/' Jones .. 
Duffy and Forrest,.-opened 

.TllE .ARCH STR'E.ET THEATRE 
- ' 

in Philadelphia, he migrated. there. Pratt and 
W emyss; nothing discouraged by their. failure 
of the preceding January. :reopened the Chest- . 
nut Streethouseon·Sept. 16,.rS31, and \Varren 
went there,in .N'ov. to play what provedcto be 
his last ·engagement. Infirm •. and with none 
of his old-time spirit, he acted. three nights .to 
$210. $S6.and.$gorespectively. His ·benefit on 
the 25th reached only $206; and of course was 
a loss of about·Sroo.. He essayed Sir R,)bt:rt 
Bramble in_ ~•The-Poor Gentleman" on this 
~ccasion, .and it ,vas a melancholy night to 
many present ; for, in the third act. his mem-. 
ory wholly failed him. and it was with-difficuity 
that the other performers were-enabled to sup
port him through the· remainder of the play. 
His health. as well as nis spirits, had been 
rapidly declining, and he retired to Baltimore,_ 
never to-act again. · He lingered a year. anc. 
en Oct. 19, 1832, ga:ve· up a life clouded to\va,rd 
its close- by many more. afflictions and cares 
than fall to the lot of most men. 

In a sketch of \Varren's career. written bv 
James Rees ·('"Colley Cibber ") and pub
lished in .the Philade!phia Dramatic :Mirror 
Aug. 22.·1841. the followin~ reference is made 
to his last davs: •' l\Ir. \Varren re-moved to 
Baltimore in 183 r. The writer of this sketch 
found him. the: landlord of an obscure inn ; the 
sign of ~John Falstaff '. hung over the door. 
It was the resort of the -friends of the ·.drama. 
but they. alas! were fe-.v, for the drama had-but 
few friends in -the J,Ionumental citv. Of an 
evening l noticed -the . ol~ veteran stager hob
blfog before ·bis doo.r the victim to gout, his 
once round, plump-figure shrunk up, and his 
once jolly face the relic of other a.nd brighter 
days. It is melancholy to dwell upon the .last 
expiring-rays of.genius; but alas! how much 
more painfulit is to watch life going out with 
its last rays. So ;it W3$ in \Varren, the glim
mering of the one_ was the dying-of the other.'' 

Of Warren's ,:,ability as an actor there is 
ample testimqny in the pages Qf contemporary 
critics and hlstorlans. , A distinguished critic, 
in 1S12 •. remarked of -him that .•' he was the 
·onlysto~kactor in America who would be able 
to maintain in any theatre in Britain the same 
rank that be held here." Another, quoted bv 
Rees, said, in 1-S1r: "In 15 years constant ob-. 
servation of the acting of ~1 r. Warren. the pub
lic must certainly have made up their minds 
upon his professional merits. No one on the 
stage has a more clear and indisputable right 
to be the. character than he has. since, per
forming .con_tinually in tragedy and comedy, 
play and farce, and taking, as the occasional 
exigencies of .the theatre demand, any and 

every chara<:!fr of consequence;• he is never 
less than:resP,ectable in a.n y of ·them~·· Equally 

-readv for .Olit:i 1.Vorz:al or Lord Randolph, Eal-· 
sta_/lor .1,;.-;,z..J Henry•, he is .always sure to be 
perfect in each. But he is entitled to praise· · 

• of a mucil higher kind than that of being 
.merely respectable. In his performance of ,,ld. 
men in tragedy and in sentimental comedy, 

. he is judicious. nervous, chaste and pathetic. 
His J{i,rg J-lenry, in u l{ichard III:' bis. Old 
.J.Vorz1al, Brabantio~ Priuli and }>ttJckwell. with. 
many we cannot now _name, are instances of 

. his ~xcellen.ce in this depanment~ In broad 
comedy. for instance in .Faistoff, Lacaf1Jg(), Sir 
Peter 1'eazle,. lfardcastltt.· Gn1i'rnor Tempest, Sir
Anthon;• Absolute., Old Phiilpot. Old .Rapid~
Caustic, Old ..Dowlas1 a.nd an infinite number-of 
other characters. we should, among the play-

. ers of this country, 

LO~K IN VAIN FOR HIS EQUAL~ 

and in some of them.., scarcely tind his super
ior in Europe. Oi him. indeed. may be said, 
what may -be said of. no other in this country 
but Cooke. that as an actor. he would -be able 
to m·aintain in anv theatre.in Britain and Ire-

· land the sarne rank he holds her:e.', :Rees him
. self says: ··• Warren.'s .Falstaff was- a master
piece; he seemed. particularly in the· latter 
part of•. his life, 'the i·aistaff !;hakespeare 
dre,v.' His .'}1,r Pder 1"c!a:;k was the beau 
ideal of all that was good ; his Old .iVorval we 
-shall never -forget ; his Sir A ntiumy Absolute in 
•The Rivals,' and Old Jlardcastfe in 'She Stopps 
to Conquer.'· will never find another such a 
representative. \Vhen he died, they aJl died." 

\V. B. \Vood, after.referring to his qualities 
as a manager. says: u He occupied. besi9es. 
an extensive and laborious list of characters 
( the old men of the stage) requiring great study 
and labor. Vie\ved. indeed1 - as a comedian 
generally.- his value, highly, appreciared as it 
was by the p~blic, w-as never too. highly esti
mated. _But it was by,no means to comedy- that 
his abilitv was confined. His able performance 
of Stocl.:,~ell, Old .l)11wton, Sir ivlattluw Bram
ble. Las . C(lsas:.· Old .~ft>rv,al, Antonio •. Owaz 
Glenroy, Capt Berb-am, ·,Adam, Ba1-qn.· J-Vilden
keim. with numerous 0th.er characters, showed, 
his possession of sterling pathetic powers, 
while his Scio/to in. '.The Fair Penitent' and 
Acasto in · • The Orphan,' were ranked as 
among high efforts in pure tragedy. · His the,. 

.. atrical education .was of the sour.dest_ kind, 
· .. and gave to his acting a·rar~-truthfulness and 

natural simplicity. He . loved and . respected 
• his profession, and was.willing at all times .to 
favor the efforts of deserving novices by freely 
aiding them with the result ~f bis own experi
ence. Averse to the turmoil of-management, 
he was, at the same time, one of the most in
dustrious actors I ever knew. As an instance 
of his versatilitv, as well as of his devotion J to 
the public. I may mention his judicious per
formance of .A:in.~ Henry .IV. on the occasion 
of Cooke's appearance as .ralstajf,. Warren·s 
most popular character." 

It onlv remains, to be said .that \Varren•s 
private character~ as son, brother, hush.and. 
father and friend, was such as to command 
universal.esteem •. 



THE· WARREN FAlfirLY. 

THE WARREN FAMILY. 

The Ma·rital· Relations and Descendants of 

the Elder Comedian. 

· The elder \Varren was married three times. 
Bis first wife, to whom he was united in Eng
land,· acc~panied him to this country. She 
was nottan actress, and, as she was net known 
to the general public. and died soon after ar
riving in America. her name has not been pre
served in theatrical annals. )Ir. \\'arren ·s 
second "ife was an actress of brilliant abilitv. 
accounted both in England and in this t7ountry 
as the greatest tragic genius since l\Irs. Sid
dens. · She was born Anne Brunton, :\Ia.v- 30. 
r769, and was the · eldt:st dau~hter - of John 
Brunton, manager of the ~ orwich (Eng.) 
Theatre.· .. Her dtbut. on the stage was made 

· as . .l!,:uphrasia in "The Grecian Daughter,·· at 
Bath. Eng., in Feb. :r7S5, · on the. occasion of 
her father's benefit. She ,,..as receh·etl with 
·astonishment and rapture. and repeatedly per
formed the character. as wen as JJ,,ratia in 
"The Roman Father.'' and Palmira in .. I\Ia
homet," to crowded and admiring houses .. 
The re-port ·of her triumphs soon reached Lon-· 
don. where she was immediately en~agcd by 
Mr.: Harris, and on Oct. 17. 17S5. appeared at 
Covent· -Garden· as 1./oratia, introduced by a 
prologue from the pen of Arthur .Murphy. 
spoken by l\fr. Holman. Her success· there 
was even greater than at Bath ► and the repu
tation thus quickly acquired she firm iy re
tained, and continued in the highe5t favor un
til her retirement in Ij9'.?. on h~r marriage 
with Robert Merrv. a g'entlemar. \V"ell-kno\,·n 
in the literary worid as the author of the De Ha 
Crusca poetry, of marked genius. superior 
education, handsome -person, and ele~ant 
manners. Although his pecuniary affairs 
were at a low ebb, he being a bon vivant~ and 
addicted to allthe extravagences of high life, 
the pride of his two aunts, from:whom he ex
pected legacies in due time. forced him to 
withdraw his wife from the stage ;- but poverty 
afterward ~taring them: in the face, the off er 
of high terms by \Vignell. who was in England 
engaging recruits for his company, induced 
them to visit this countr~. In the character 
of Jzdiet on the Philadeiphia stage, Dec. 5, 
1796, Mrs. Merry first faced an American au
dience. Her husband dving- suddenlv at Bal
timore in I79S, .she married on Jan: r, rS03, 
Mr. \Vignell, -who survived the union only 
seven weeks, dying: in . Philadelphia on Feb. 
23. at·r the :age of: 50 years. from blood poison- . 
ing, caused by .the injudicious use of the ian- · 
cet.- · :For the third time :YI.rs. \Vignell entered 
the matrimonial- ·state on Aug.- 5, r8o6, with 
Mr. \Varren.- For .nearly two years nothing 
occurred to mar the felicity of this match7 
when she was-seized in her confinement with 
epileptic fits, which terminated her existence 
June· 28, tSoS. at Alexandria7 Va ... where her 
tomb is still a conspicuous object in the old 
Episcopal churchyard. Ireland says of her 
that" in America she has since been equalled 
in pathos by Mrs. Duff, .and surpassed in sub
limity by Fanny Kemble; but. excepting 
these two, every tragic actress seen here:. 
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. would isuffer by comparison ·l\9ith- :thi~ highly 
.gifted}woman.''. Other.members of-the Brun
ton f1l-mily became-distinguished on the Eng-
!ish stage; .)!rs. \Varren's brother occupied a 
respectable oosition for.manv vears. and hc:r 
sister. who married the Earl of. Craven. and 
her niece .. fa.mou.s as :vlrs. Frederick Yates, 
were prominent favorites in London. 

:\Ir. \Varren_·s · third wife was Esther. the 
youngest daughter of ?vf rs. Euphemia Fortune. 
the widow of a Scctch merchant, ,vho long 
kept a lodging house in John street, New 
Yor~ adjoining the old -John Street-Theatre. 
The house appears to have• been --much fre
quen!ed by· members of the ·dramatic profes
sion.. An old bill announcing- the. benefit of 
one of the actors •Of this theatre on June 3~ 
1793, has ptinted at .the bottom : 

~Tickets of l\fr. West~- at."Mrs.- Fortune's. next to 
the Play Hou,;e. 

· l\ilrs. Fortune, whose ashe$, together \vith 
those of her husband now rest in the church
yard of old St. Paul's., at the corner of Broad
way and Vesey street, New York. had two 
daughters. The elder. Euphemia, was mar
ried in I Soo to Joseph Jefferson (grandfather 
of the-present well-known actorofthat name); 
the vounR:er~ Esther, as above -stated. was. 
nine· years later, united to \Varrcn.. In this 
way ·the fam1Iies of Jefferson and \Varren, 
both so hiRhly distin~shed ·on. our stage, 
were united. \Varren had acted in England, 
under.the management of Jefferson the first, 
and. coming to America, became the brother
in-law of Jefferson the second. f Another tie 
between the families was the marriag-e of J ef. 
ferscn the fourth-'• Rip Van·. \Vinkle .. _in 
Chicago. Dec. 20. 186j. to Sarah, the·daughter 
of Henry \Varren. brother of our '\Villiam 
Warren.J ~lrs. Euphemia Jefferson made her 
first appearance on the stage Dec. 22, 1800, at 
the old Park Theatre in New York, as Lottisa 
.Dud/,,, in.'· The \Vest Indian,., and ,vas much 
admired as :an actress. Her death occurred 
in Jan. 1S31~ Her name, which .was also that 
of her mother, is perpetuated in. that of her 
·great' granddaughter9 Euphemia (Effie) Ger
mon. Of l\Irs. \Varren's appearance on the 
st~e there is no record. and it is al together 
unlikely that she ever seriously contempb.ted 
entering the dramatic profession. She was a 
very estimable lac!y, was highly honored by al I 
who knew her in private lifo, ,and was a most 
excellent>wife and mother. -Five children. 
who were the issue of the marriage of the elder 

· Warren· and Esther Fortune,- -became promi
·tiently ····connected with the· stage-Hester, 
. born-in rSro; \Villiam, born. in .1Sr2: Anna, 
· born in 1Sr5 ; :Emma. born in rSrS; and 1\.1ary 
. Ann, .bomin 1821. Henry, the only surviving 
mem·ber of the familv. bas never followed 
acting as a profession,-buthas been ~connected 
more or less closely with the· theatre. He 
was for some years in management at Buf
falo, N. Y .. as a member of the firm of Carr. 
Warren & Smith, and later was for a time at
tached to the business department of Mc
Vicker's Theatre in Chicago. where he now 
resides. Briefbiograpbical sketches of those 
of the family who have appeared on the stage 
are appended. 
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HESTER WARRE~ 

was born in Philadelphia. in August, rSro. and 
her first appearance on the stage wa.s made :lt 
the Chestnut Street Theatre in that cin.·. 
:March ·'2.7., rS27, as .Fidelia in '"The Foun<l• 
ling:' Her s1:.ccess was marke-d in this role. 
but her su.cceedin~ performances · ,Ycre quite 
inferior, and severai-·years e1ap~ed ociore she 
,vas enabled to take rank with the leading ac
tresses of the da.v. On June -;. 1S~S. she 
eloped with and m~rr~ed Henry \ViHis. a mu
sician of abilitv .and leader of the orchestra 
at the Chestr.uc' at the time of her dfbut. This 
1U-assorted match, contracted· contrary to the 
wishes of her parents. •aid not pro,·e a happy 
one. and.,.after several vcar5 of domestk dis
quietude., the parries separated· by mutual 
consent. \Villis died Mav 26, rS36, while 
leader of the orchestra at· St. Charles Thea
tre, New·. Orleans. l\Icantime · l\1 rs. \Villis. 
turning her attention to her profes~ion with 
more earnestness, rapidly gained ground in 
popular esteem., and became a. favorite in H..il
tinJore. There she w;is found and en~aged by 
\Vem,·ss·to return, to her native citv, where for 
two years she was. the reigning attraction· ·ac 
the \Valnut,S.:rcet Theatre. She wa.-: next en-· 
gaged by Simpson for the New York Park. but. 
before going there. married J o~eph Proctor. 
at that time ,a member of the company at the 
,valnut, ancl~ seeking a release fro:n the New 
York manager; ·remained an0ther season in 
Philadelphia.; · · Mr~ ·ar.d · l\I rs·. Proctor the fol
lowing year- tried a season in the \fest. but, 
not being pecur.iarly- successful, returned to 
the Walnut, the latter ~upporting- Edwin For
rest in the only profitable engagement he ever 
played with \Vemyss. .Mrs. Proctor next 
went to Baltimore and joined the new Front 
Street Theatre on ·its opening-. From there· 
she and her husban<l proceeded to New York 
to appear under Hamblin·s management at 
the rebuilt Bowery -Theatre. at the opening of
which they assisted. ,Jt may be remarked, en 
passant.:that it was on this occasion 1),-fa.y 6, 
1839), that:·"'- Nick of the \Voods. ,. in \Vhich 
Mrs. Proctor has since acquired so much fame, 
was brought out, he playing 1Vathan Sla1~:;hkr. 
J. B. Rice (husband· of Mary Ann \Varren) 
appearing as C"l- Bruce, and .i\Irs. Proctor as 
Edith For.re.sli:--r. · . \Ve next find· l\Ir. and l\1rs. 
Proctor at .the National Theatre in Boston~ 
under W. Pelby~ management · \H-ere thef 
re-mained until'the winter·of ·rS4r;' · In the lat:.· 
ter part of N-0vember. hThe Naiad Queen'' 
was brought out,'. and during the· performance 
Mrs. Proctor caught ·a severe cold. · She con
tinued to act, however. until after th-e second 
night of ", London Assurance,, • .- ·in which she 
played Grae~ IIad.:a'i.,.taJ' _; but this was her hist 
performance. She died, after an illness of 
about Io days. on Dec. 7, 1S.p. The funeral 
took place in Grace Church, and her remains 
were followed to- _the grave. in the Copp·s 
Hill burying ground.· by all the members of 
the dramatic profession in the city.· l\Irs. 
Proctor, in- addition to great personal beauty, 
was one'of the~most intellectual· and thor
oughly educated women of her time. She 
held a leading position in the drama in every 

city where ~lili was cngag~d; · IJ:? ?hila:del
ph1a. ·New ·ybrk, Boston, - Baltimore_ and 
Pittsbugh! she) was. a wonderful favorite ·as a. 
member of stock companies. while as a star 
she ·won golden opinions in various parts of 
the Union. ~he was the possessor of great 
versatility oi talent, which gr~sped_ alike tiag .. 
edy, comedy, opera or fa~ce .. 

AN:SA \Y.ARREN. 

·was born in Philadelph~a.. Dec. r. 1Sr5. and 
first appeared on the stage in :\larch., 1.S33. at 
the HoUidar Street Theatre, Baltimore, in the 
character of A_>Qsa!ie $011urs in •·· Town and 
Cou:1try." Sh~ subsequently met with consid
erable success in similar parts, being young, 
pretty and spirited in her acting. Three 
years after her dfbut (in Nov. rS36), while in 
Buffa~lo. N. Y .• she married Danford :Marble. 
the f~mous Yankee comedian. and thereafter, 
until his death. hcrfortuncs were identicalwith 
his. l\larble was born at East \Vindsor, Ct., 
in 18 Io; went to Hartford as a clerk. and then 
to New Y0rk to learn the trade of silversmith. 
After so:ne practice in an amateur dramatic 
club, he ma<.!e his first ack::owlcdged appear
ance on the st:1ge at the Chatham Theatre. 
April r r. 1:;3r. paying $10 for the prii,.ileg-e of 
playing Robin /,'(1u_~.,.h,·ad at the h~nefit of 1\lr. 
Nelson, the prompter. His ~ccond appear
ance was as 1-Villiam in u Bbck-Evcd Susan/· 
and his third on !\larch 6~ ·1S32. as J)amou, he 
paying the manager of the Richmond Hill 
Theatre Sro for the ·opportunity. He ;:tfter
ward took a position in · the profession of the 
very lowest grade, from \\·hich 7 in the repre. 
sentation of Yankee, Kentuckian an:d nautical 
peculiarities, he worked his way to fame and 
fortune. Shortly after his marriage to Anna 
,varren, he made his first great .hit at Buffalo, 
as the hero of a ·piece called "Sam Patch." 
This piece was written for him by E. H. 
Thompson, and bad. for a motive _the then 
famous~ bt.1:t now· almost forgotten, leap of 
Sam Patch at Gcncssee Falls. It required a. 
1eap of quite a distance on the stage, and l\f r. 

-Marble~ having. hurt himself \vhite· performing 
it, got John P. Addams, who is now ·living in 
Boston, to re\vrite and rearrange the work._ 
This was done~ and :Marble played the n1Ie 
more than 1,oco times, it is said. Ir1 all parts 
of the country he met wicb success, and in the 
South and \Vest was one cf the most attracth·e 
of stars. In 1S-t4 he went ,to London, and, on 
Sept. 30th of that year, made his appearance 
at the Strand Theatre, ·in "The Vermont 
Wool Dealer .. " with entire success. ·. He con
tinued in· London and· the . provinces ~hrough 
the whole· season, .and 'it was during his en
gagement that' \Villiam. ·\Varren made his 
debut at the Strand. His return to America 
was a complete t:-iumph, and, at the National 
in Boston, where he made his first appearance 
after his sojourn abroad, he set an immense 

· audience in ·a roar by remarking7 in the course 
of a speech he was called upon to make. 
"One country is just as good .as another, and 
a darned sight better." .. In the height of his 
·popularity he played his last engagement .at 
St. Louis early in l\·fay, 18-t-9. Going thence 
to Louisvillc7 he was s~izcd with the cholera, 
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w~ich .proved. fatal on the I.3th of that month. 
His iu.neral sermon was preached .by C. B. 
Parsons. noted as ·a bad actor~. ,vho became a 
tolerably eloquent minister, and . his .remains 
,~ere conveved ·to the familv ,·ault: in Buffalo. 
N. Y. 1fr .. ).Iarble left his ,vidow quite: a large 
prop~r.ty. _and a family, !learly e\·erT member 
·ofwhich bas a g-ood· ·place on=-tne St::tge. He 
was a great friend of Edwin Forrest, and the 
.tragedian J.aid the corner-stone oi 1he. cotta~e · 
the comedian erected in Buffalo in 1S .. p or 
18..µ. l\lrs. :\1arble 3ppcarcd with her lm::;. 
band in all the prominent theatres of the 
country ,~ith considerable succe~s~ and so:r.e 
years after his <lea.th she returned to the sta~c 
sl;le had temporarily abandoned~ For·scvc~al 
years she was a popular represenrative of ohl 
women's characters in Chicag-o, and she died 
in'Cindncati while on'a visit. ::larch II, 1:372. 
Acong her children on the s!a~e arc \Villbm, 
John S .. and Ed l\Iarbie, the latter \Vcll known 
as an auth6r,and stage director. H_c was for 
many years with Lott2. and the elder 5othc-rn ; 
he then · drifted into min~trel5\". and to his 
adaptability is due many of the i;1no\·ations of 
modern minstrelsy. He is also the author c,f 
the first of American farce comedie3-"Patch
work. ·· as played by Salisbury's Troubadors. 

. '.' Tu.~edo," the minstrel farce-comedi..·, is also 
from his pen. Emma. :.Iarb~e an<l 1frs. ~Iary 
l\Iyers. the latter .the wi<low of the late Sam 
l\1yers, brother-in-law and former partner of 
J •. H .. 1\IcVickcr, the Chicag-o manager, :ire the· 
daughters of 1'.Irs. Anna .i\Iarble. The only 
other child by this marriage was Danford 
~Iarble,. who nei.·er follow<!d the stage. He 
served during the civil w~r in the ~Iercanriie 

· Battery of Chicago, and at its dose accepted 
a position in the Post Office in that city which 
he has honorably heid through ali the changes 
of administration up to the present time. 

E)nlA W ARRE~ 

was born in Philadelphia in 1S1S, and at an 
early age made her dt:but as an actress at the 
Holliday.street Theatre in Baltimore. She!"' 
had not been long,on the stage when she mar
ried J. B. Price, a then well-kno\\'"n actor of 
Philadelphia. He died in rS-+S, and, some 
years later, the widow married Da•dd Han
chet~ a member of the same company ( Rice ·s), 
in ·Chicago, ,vho survives her, and is now con
ducting- a dramatic college· on East Tenth 
.Street; New York. Her professional career 
was confined almost entirelv to the wc~tern 
theatres. and for several years she was a favor
ite at Rice's (her brother-in-law"s) theatre in 
Chicago. She. however, played for a bri~f 
time in . Boston? being a member of the ccni_~ 
pany at the Howard Athec~um when it was 
.opened.by the late E. L. Davcr.port. April 25, 
1S59, making her first appearance as Scrvia to 
the Virg·initts of Joseph Proctor. During the 
season of rS59-60, she shared with the late 
l\1rs. \V. H. Smith the old women .characters, 
her name appearing for the last time in the 
bills ~Iay -30. 1S60, as the representative of 
JJ~oQralr in "No, er The Glorious l\finoritr ."' 
She subsequently played und~r the mana~e
menl of John T. Ford (of Baltimore and Wa~h
ington), but was in reti!"ement for several 

ye~. s_ betc;e .. her death, which occurred at her 
.rest nee 10 New·York~ l\1av 16, 1S79. · One 
of h . tw·o children. b,· her · first husband, 
FanriJ\B:1Y~rd Price, ?0:11 in Yk~sburg. Aug. 
9, I·S-ti.\ oecame a fav-onte star 1n the South 
ancl. \Vest. She made her debut ·in Chicag-o, 
as Alon.:~,s'child in '~Pizarro," to the Rollcz of 
James E. l\furdoch.. ·she was \'\"ith hermother 
in Davenport's company at the Howard~ and 
thence ,..-ent to Pittsburg- for scireral seasons . 
In 186-t she w·as lea<ling-'Iady at the Louisville 
Theatre. and in 1865 she began a career as a 
scar .. under the management .· of her step
father, :\Ir .. Hanchett,· during which she ap
peared jn all ·the principal cities of the coun
try. Her 'first appe~r.ince in New York was 
made ·as .Dd,or'tih, Oct. 2i. 1S67, at -the \Yorrell 
Sisters· Theatre.· She is now· the wife of 
judge Loring E. Gaffney. a prominer.tlawyer 
of Dakota,and is living in retirement in Dead
wood. l\liss Julia Hanchett, the actress, is a 
daug-hter of Emma \Varren by her second 
man-iage. 

~IARY ANN \.V'ARREN 

\Vas born in Philadelphia, and made her the
atrical dfbut at the \Valnut in that city, July 
4, 1S3j, as La,l}'Auniin .. Richard III." On 
the 2-tth of the following Decerriter she was 
married to John B. Rice, a n:itive of Easton. 
l\I<l., who acquired fame 2nd fortune as a 
manager. and later in public life. Mr. Rice 
was at the Tremont Street Theatre in' Boston 
in rS35. and he embarked in man~g-ement with 

. Charles Eberle at Ifangor, l\1e . .' where they 
built and conducted a theatre. Early in 1S37 
he .went to N'e,v Bedford to manage a theatre 
for 11r. Barrett of Boston; thence he went to 
Ne"iy York, and, organizing a company on the 
commonwealth plan (John P . .A<ld:i.ms, who 
was of the party, says they all ha<! po,·erty in 
common). tempted fortune for a time in \Vil
mingtcn, Del. From there .:\Ir. Rice went to 
the Philadeiphia• Vvalnut, where he first met 
his future wife. Subsequently he was engaged 
in management in Albany. Buffalo and some 
other cities. arid h~ finally setdcd down in 
Chicago. where, as the pk,n·~er rnanafrer, he 
built and conducted a theatre fer a number of 
years. He retired from the profe~sion in 
1856, and his wife, who was for yea.rs in his 
theatre, who was· one of the best soubrettes 

, . that graced the we~tern stage, also abandoned 
. · the footlights. .Mr. Rice \Vas always through-

. ·out his life one of the best and most honored 
and. bel<ived of men; He was elected to the 
mayoralty of Chicago three times~ . and his 
faithful discharg-e of the duties· of that office 
wasackno,vledged:by his electicni·tc Congress. 
\Vhile in Washiniton bis health failed, and 
he died in Richmond, Va., in 1S75, while 
visiting a married dau~hter. None of the 
children of ·this marriage-one son"and five 
daughters-went upon the stage. The son, 
\Yilliam, fell at the head of the company he 
commanded on the battlefield of Chickamauga. 
l\-Irs. Geo. L. Dun!ap. :\-1rs. Orson Smith, 
Mrs. Hester Kimball, Mr~. \V. S. Smith and 
1\-Irs. J. \V _. O<leU ·arc the· r~spective names of 
the daughters of' 1Irs." Rice. and arc all well 
known in the society world of Chicago, where 
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:.Irs. Rice "~as living in retirement. It was· 
her brother \Villiam's custom for years to pay 
her a visit every summer. She died suddenly 
at Coronada. Beach. Cal., during the summer 
of 1893. 

WARREN THE YOUNCER. 

His Childhood~ Early Youth and Theatrical 
·' . 

· Debut. 

·\ViIIiam \Varren. the younger. \Vas born on 
Nov·. 17, 1812, in the house numbered 12 (no\v 
jI2) Sansom street, Philadelphia. :His father 
was the famous actor and manager, who~e 
career is sketched elsewhere in this issue. ar.d 
his mother was Miss Esther Fortune, who be.;. 
came the third .Mrs. \Varrcn in 1Soq. ~f:he 
elder \Varren, with \Villi~m B. \Youd as a 
partner, was at that time conducting theatres 
in Philadelphia, Baltimore an<l \Vashington~ 
in which~ by turns, he presented to piay-goers 
what was probably the finest <lrarr..atic com
pany that ev·cr acted together in this cou:nry. 
All his enterprises "'·ere prosperous, and the 
future seemed full of promise. He cuuld nnt 
foresee the disasters ·which, crowding thick 
upon him· r i years later, drove him into re
tirement, broken in health and fortune. But he 
remembered his early strug-g-les as a strollin~ 
player in the old country. and the \Yeary road 
over which he toiled to g-ain success in the new 
world, and he dctermi~ed that his son should 
not be exposed to the trials and temptations 
of an actcr·s life. Young \Villiam. therefore, 
was destined for a mercantile career, and his 
education '\V'as planned \Yith that end in vic,v. 
The eadv life of the bo\p, on his emancioation 
from the~ nursery, was passed in the exce!!ent 
common schools of the Quaker city, where he 
became the plavmate and fellow-student of 
many lads w_ho;in later years, occupied posi
tions of eminence. Attv-Gen. Brewster was 
one of his schoolmates, .. and it wa.5 not long 
ago, while on a visit to Boston, that that gen
tleman tapped our comedian on the shoulder, 
and said, in toyish reminiscence: 4 •Come, 
Bill. let's go and play marbles together on t?:.e 
State House steps!'' Young \Varren, on le~'\-
ing the city schools, entered. and for some 
years attended, the Franklin Institute, then on 
Seventh street, and later continued his intel
lectual development at the Episcopal Semin
nary, conducted by .Messrs. Ballantyne and 
Carson, on Locust street, above Ninth. 
Always a close student, he graduated from 
these institutions with high rank. But "wh~t"s 
bred in the bone will come out in the flesh." 
Of a family of actors, with a father activelv 
engaged in management, and playing in nearly 
every piece he produced, with the theatre. 
plays, actors and actresses ever the uppermost 
topic of conversation at home, it was natural 
that the lad should look with a\·ersion on the 
business life that l1ad been planned for him, 
and long-ed to go upo:1 the stage. Even the 
ruin which overwhelmed hi::; father failed to 
discourage him. and :when the family, after 
the elder \Varren's retirement from the Phila
delphia Theatre in 1 S29, removed to Balti
more, the young man pursued bis study of the 

dram3: w·ith~doubled ac:tJ~ity. undismayed ~by 
the m1sform e. and · hoping to be able by his 
taler.ts to re iev.e. their failen fortunes~ He 
made no essa~\ bciore the iootlight~, however. 
until three ve:irs later. His father. broken in 
spirit. feebfe in' body. and with failing mental 
powers, strqve to keep the wolf ·from the door 
b•,,.. occasional essavs in his old roles, but in 
\"ain : on the <?CCa5ion of his last appea.ranc~ 
on the stage tas .';i.r R,1/Jr:rt Bramble: in .. , The 
Ponr Gentleman," ~t the theatre in Chesnut 
~treet, ~o,,.._ ~5! 1S31:1 his memory deserted 
l:im in the middle of the performance, and it 
was with great· difficu!tY that the . other actors 
supported° him through the rest of the play. 
He then tried to eke out. a subsistence· for 
hi!": family by· keeping a humble inn. the•' Sir 
John Falstaff," in Baltimore~· but that resort 
proved iutile. On Oct. I<_>. 1832, his troubled 
life came to an end. The farnilv was left 
almost penniless. and friends at- once set 
ahout to ;;vc them a benefit in Philadelphia. 
where thev had resided in the <lavs of their 
prosper:t/ Oct. 27 \\·a.s fixed upon is the date. 
the Arch Street Theatre. then under control 
ot lfessrs. Jones, Duffv and 'N. Forrest. with 
whom the d<ler \Varren ha<l played shcrtl)· 
2fter they assumed the management the pre
vious year. "•;as secured ior the performance. 
an<l~ as a feature of special interest, the:- cfbut 
of youn~ \Varren, the n4',mesake of his father. 
was ~nnounced. John Home·s tradegy of 
•~Douglass·• was the play chosen, and \Vil
liarn·s essav was to he made in the character 
of young . .X·or::al, the same in which his father 
first tro<l the boar<ls in En~l~nd, 48 years pre. 
viousiy. Junius Brutu5= Hooth promised to 
plar 6'!c11arz.•on, but for some reason failed to 
do :so, an~ the performance was consequently 
somewhat crippled. Bur young \Varren, 
though r.a.turally. under the circumstances. 
very nerrous~ far from confident. _acquitted 
himse!f admirablv, and met with such encour
agemep~ ~rom the sympathetic audience that 
his. desire to become a professional actor was 
changed to a fixed determination. 

In speaking of "his debut years afterward, 
:\Ir. \Varren humoroush· remarked that it ·was 
'' an adv:!nt and event;, that he never could 
forget. u I \\·as supported," he continued. 
H bv :\Ir. and )lrs. !'-l avwood and manv other 
strong actors, and yet i fell.·• -

" But it has alwa\s been understood,,, was 
remarked. "that you made a hit." 

u So I did/' was the response. • • I fell and 
made a 'hit.'" \Vhen I made my entrance upon 
the stage my foot caught in the edge of the 
green baize carpet, I tripped and tumbled 
headlong at Lady Randolplt's feet .. 

u HO\,V could you possibly regain your self
possession ?' 0 was asked. 

u I <lid not," he replied. "until the peopl~ 
on the stage assisted me to rise, amid the en
couraging app!a.use and cheers of the audience. 
The ludicrous mishap saggcste<l to me the 
idea that I might succeed better in • low ' 
comedv. But I didn·t think of that just then 
-my n1ind was more inclined to tragedy.'' 

Booth in after years expressed regret that 
he had not assisted on this occasion. Ed win 
Booth used to relate, as among the earliest of 
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his theatrical rem!n1scences. an incident at
tendinghisfather·s engagement at the Howard 
Athen~um in· IS.,l.6. The elder Booth~ after 
his performance of Sh;dock (the date was.Nov. 
27) seated himself with Edwin among the 
audience to ~-itness )!Ir. \Varren 's actin~ of 
facques .Strop in.·· Robert >!acaire.'" The~late 
Mrs .• .i\sia Booth Clarke. mentioning the inci
dent in her pub!h:hed memorial of the 
Booths. s~:-s :- ··!twas an exceptional thicg 
for him to make one of the auditon·, but the 
debutant was a favorite of his. fie a!wa\·s 
manifested a great interest in his career, and 
seemed to be thoroi:ghlf pleased with his per-
formance tbat e,·e-ning.,. . 

The veteran actor. Tarr.es E. ~!urdoch. in 
his reminiscences. draws this portrait of 
young \Varren at that time: ·• During my first 

seasfn at the Chestnut Street Theatre, Phila
delp~a, in rS33, one evening, while "\\"aiting 
ior m ·call~ in the greenroom, I observed a 
youth~ s ,ight in :figure and· looking much like 
a student oi dhrinit\· at home for a \·acat:ion : 
he was siltr.t and thoughtful in expression. 
and ,ren· formal in manner. He was ven· 
soon presented to me as \\.il1iam \Varren, jr ~, 
,vho had ju~t made hi~ first appearance at the 
Arch Sfrcet Theatre in the ch~racter of 
Yo:111::; ~\~•;.:•al.,. 

·1 hi:is was \Viliiam \Varren lau~chcd upcn a 
career throughcut which. to quote the rever
ent tribute of \Villi~m \Vinter. his Quaint and 
tender genius in <lra-rnatic art has gh·en hap
niness to thousands. and his exalted ·drtue 
~nd gentle life have made him an example and 
an honor to the stage and the community. 




