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"\Vhere'er \Ve tread 'tis haunted, holy ground; 

No earth of thine is lost in vulgar mould, 

But one vast realm of wonder spreads around. 
And all the 1'\use's tales seem truly toJd, 

Till the sense a.:hes \Vith gazing to behold 
The scenes our earliest dreams have d\velt upon.,, 





PREFACE. 

This little \·olume ,v-as \Yritten for the purpose of 

preser\·ing in a suitable form such information regard­

ing the na1ne of "\\-yman as has come to the author's 

knov.:-Jedge fro1n historical records and from visits 

ma.de in ·\"Vest 1Iill and Great and Little Hormead 1n 

the years I 889-1894 and 1896, and also incidentally to 

preserve in a permanent form some pleasant memories 

of those visits. All of the ~:ie,vs ,vere photographed 

by the author~ except the one of the Francis \1lyn1an 

place in Burlington. ,vhich ,vas taken by .l\.. "\v .... Parker 
of ,,:r oburn. 





THE WYMAN FAMILY. 

IT ,vas no
1

t ~no ... \vn until the year I 889 ~"here the Francis 
and J onn \v yman, v.~ho \Yere among the first settlers 
of\\! oburn, ~lass., came from. In the .A.pril number 

of that year the .:.Vc, • ..1 Ellgland Historz~·al and Gozcalogical 
Register published the disco\-ery by Henry F. "\\,..aters, 
A. :\I., in London, 

of the record of ? 

v;ill made in the 

year 1638, by Fran­
cis "\Vyman of the 
parish of \y ... est ~lill, 

Countv of Herts 
England, ,vherein 

he mentioned his 

t,vo sons, Francis 

and John, as being 

bS'. '-.·~_::=--\~y~ ~p.. C 

~..,; . ·- ... . . ~ t 

\_ .. -:- -_.. -.... ... - .... ". . -~ --a .. _,,, ............ ; , -~. _.,., 
~ ; -~ ~~~:?-:;:~ ;.'7 - .. . ··.:. • ··.-··:: ?1 . .:::(1 ::_.;-.* 
~ '· .·· -,;,.-_,; f-E + ·-:-'.: ·___ . : . . .,·: ·---~·t· -..7'.:.. 1 
t : : :_ -,- .:~~: .~ ~,:: ____ :\ ._,,;.::::}}:¥~>;1 
..,;,,s;;,,; -►-d~, .... t,Ji<.·~.-~ -::..-":it+til'«'mt»:iif:4wAA-7-i>4·'•:6# i!t--& · · i 

FRA~CIS \VY.\\A:--:·s FAR.\\ HousE-Bi.iRLl~GTO:-i. 

beyond the seas; and among the other bequests 
in the ,vill he devises to his son Thomas all of his 
lands, buildings~ etc. (Thomas \Yas his oldest son.) 

The John and Francis \\'yman therein mentioned .., 

are the ones by that name "''"ho \vere among the first 
settlers of \\! oburn, and signed the to-,vn orders in 
164or 1\ house is still standing~ built by Francis a.bout 
I 666, in a part of the to\v-n ,vhich ,vas after\vards ·set 
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off as the to,vn of Burlington. The hot~se of John 
"\V yman "'9 as near by, but ,\-as destroyed many years 
ago; its site is still sho,,9n9 

These houses ,vere their country· or farm houses, 
and ,vere near the to,vn limits of "\v ... oburn; thev ,vere ... 
exposed to the attacks of Indians during the war of 

MAP OF WooUR~ A:-iD 8URLIXGTO'.'i. 

King Philip·s time, and the house no\v standing -.. vas 
used as a garrison, and the port-holes for muskets are 
still to be seen. 1.~he_ house is situated near the fertiie 
meadO\VS of the Sha\vshin river~ and the ,vhole valley 
is a beautiful tract of country, quiet, peaceful and se-
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eluded, ,Yhere, as a recent Yisitor expressed it, "It is 
afternoon all the time." :-Ian y ,·isi t the place in the 
summer, and linger beneath the spreading branches of 
the great elms near the house. 

The t\vo brothers also had houses in the to,vn, 
ne~rly opposite the small park recently laid out at the 
junction of ~Iain and ·\Vyman streets, named" "\"\~yman 
Green." Their tanner,· ,,·as also located near this 

"' 
place, and the vats are said to still exist, buried t\,:o or 
three feet beneath the soil. 

In the old burial ground in \"\'" oburn is the grav~­
stone of Francis ,,~ yn1an in good presen·ation, and 
contains the follo,ving inscriptions, viz.: 

".:\Iemento 1nori," "Fugit Hora_:, 
"·Here Ives )·" l5odv of Frat1cis \\\·n1an ao-ed about 82 years, 

.,/ J • ., ' 0 -

died Noven1ber 28th, I699 n 

"The memorv of v"' iust is blessed." - ., . 

It is estimated that there are no'\v at least 8,000 per­
sons by the name of ,·vyman in this country, and it 
would be impossible to embrace in a moderate sized 
volume their complete genealogy. The references 
given belo'\v· ,\·ill. ho\y·e,·er, it is believed, enable many 
,vho know· the names of their immediate ancestors for, 
say t\vo or three generations, to complete the line to 
Francis, or John, as the case may be. T. B. \\.,..yman of 
Charlesto\,;n made a collection of the names in 1849; a 
copy of ,vhich is in the library of the X ev{ England His­
toric Genealogic3.l Society, and \vhich has been added to 
in manuscript from tin1e to time by individuals \\;..ho have 
been interested in making a record as complete as pos-
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sible: thereby bringing do\vn to ,vi thin a generation or 
t,vo many of the branches of the descendants of the 
t\YO brothers. \"\Talter C. "\\~yman, lT nion League Club, 
Chicago, has another copy of his uncle, T. B. \Vyman's 
collection, ,vhich he soon intends to publish. Se,van·s 
'" Historv of "\Vobnrn" also contains a collection com--
piled fron1 the \Voburn record of births and deaths, and 
from T. B. "\Vyman's collection, an<l from Savage~s 
Genealogical Dictionary. This history also contains 
much other interesting n1atter relating to \Vymans; 
among other matters it gives the names of thirty­
three persons from \Voburn by the name of \Vyman 
who sen.-ed in the ,var of the Revolution, and these are 
not all of the name ,vho ser\-ed. 

"·\,l oburn Historic Sites and Houses;· by \V. R. 
Cutter, librarian of the "\\:'"oburn Public Library, 
contains much interesting matter relating to the 
"\Vymans in colonial times, and to ,v hich I am in­
debted for the matter relating to the description 
of the location of the "\Vymans in "\\,--:-oburn and 
Burlington. 

The \"\To burn record of births, marriages and deaths 
from 1640 to I8j3, compiled by Ed\-vard F. Johnson, 
and published in 1890, is a valuable source of informa­
tion. 

Se\vall\; '' Historv of \Voburn ·· can be obtained from ., 

\ .. \T. R. Cutter, librarian, at Sr per copy. The other 
works mentioned have become very scarce . and the ., 

prices high. 
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The line of descent of my O\Yn family to the present 
time, as taken from the above sources, 1s as follo,vs, 
V1Z.: 

No. J, John, b. r62r, m. 1644, Sarah :N'utt, b.-
No. I 2, Jonathan, b. r66r, m. 1690, Hannah Fowle, b. 1684 
No. ... -:,J, Jonathan, h. I 704, m. --, ~Iartha Thompson, b. 1706 
No. 154, Jonathan, b. I 734, rn. I 759, Abigail \'lright, b. 174r 

Tonatban, b. I 763, m. I 7SS, Ruby Richardson, b. 1769 
Abel, b. I 793, m. 1S17, .Maria \Vade, b. r797 

Horace, b. 1827, m. 1860, Louise B. Horton, b. 183i 
Horace \Vinfield, b. 1S6r, m. I 889, >lary \V. Haskell, b. 1864 

Hor~ce, 2d, b. 1893. 

The name of \V\·man 1s undoubtedlv of Saxon 
~ ~ 

origin, and \Vas, in common \Vi th names in earlier 
times, spelled in different \vays, as \V'ilnan, \'Vymant, 
\\Tvmond, \\:--imond and other ,vavs. 

J ~ 

The earliest record of the name, as now· spelled, is 
that of the tO\Yll of ,,~ ymondham in Leicestershire, 
England, '' \Yhich ,vas called in ancient ,vritings 
vVvmanham and \'/vmand"s To\vn. There \Vas one 

~ ~ 

\Vymand, son of \\7'itlaf, king of the ~Iercians-and 
this to\vn being in that province, probably he had it 
for a part of his maintenance.·' (Xichol's "History of 
Leicestershire.") 

Cussan·s "Historv of Hertfordshire" savs of Great 
J J 

1,\ ... ymondley ·· that this rnanor and that of Little -,vy-
mondley ,vere formerly the lea or pasture lands of a 
Saxon named \\Tymond, and as a portion of it belonged 
to the nuns of Chatteris in Cambridgeshire until 1063, 
it is probable that it ·was given by \Vymond, a son of 
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\Vithlaf, king of 1Iercia, ,v-ho ,vas a great benefactor 
of Chatteris.'' 

1Iercia ,vas tbe middle one of the nrovinces of Eno--
J.. ~ 

land, and attained to its greatest extent of territory in 
the year 82 5, em bracing parts of Hertfordshire and Leices-

MAP OF A PART OF HERTS Co. 

tershire among its other possessions. ·\"Vithlaf --at 
tirnes spelled \\1iglaf--,\·as king and ,vas the last before 
the country ,vas n1erged into one and under one king. 
\Vymand-at times spelled "\\:--igmand-,vas bis son, and 
,,<1s probably the one referre_d to by Xichols and Cussan. 

The Patronymica Britannica gives the. name as de-
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rived from the ~\nglo-Saxon personal name of \Vimond, 
and that \\ivmondham in Xorfolk countv derived its 

J ~ 

name as the home or habitation of \Vimond, a Saxon 
proprietor. 

In the Do1nesday Book, made in 1086, and the "\Vin­
ton Supplement the name is seen in many places, and 
v;ould-appear to have been used from \Vithlafs time 
as gi\-~ing name to different localities, as 

\\Tim11ndel.e, that is, \\'"imuncrs field or pasture. 
\V'imundes,Yald, that is, ·'\"Vimund's ,vood or forest. 
\\7"imundtun, that is, \"Vimund's to,vn. 
"\'limundstrev, that is, "\Vimund's tree, and many 

others of like character. 
It also appears as the name of an individual in \,\ ... al­

lington, near "\\ .. est ~I ill, and in other places, as a ten­
ant of lands. 

In historical 
records of the 
I 2th and I 3th 
centuries. 
,v hen the use 
of given and 
surnames be­
came common 
it is seen quite 
frequently as 
the name of a 
rector in par­
ishes ,vhich 
had been instituted 

THE LICH GATE. 

about that time, as Robert de-



Wymondham in the year 1220 in the to,vn of \\Ty_ 

mondham; Henry de \\~_ymundele in 1275, in \\""atton 
-at Stone; Thomas de \'.'\;"" ymondeham in I 268, in 

Caldecote, and John de "\V'"ylmundele in 1220 in Lit­
tle ,,:--ymondely. That is Robert of \\'."' ymond's home; 
Henry of \\T yrrntnd ·s fields, etc. · 

"The name first appears in the records of \\1 est ).fill 

,vjth the marriage of Francis \Vymant and Elizabeth 
Richardson, 1Iay 2d, 1617; and the baptism of Francis 
\Vymant, Feb. 24th, 1619, and of John ·\Vymant, Feb. 
3d, 162 I 1 ~ons of Francis \\7" ymant, and also of other 
sons. Their location in \Vest :\Iill \Vas at Brook End, 
about one miie from "\Vest 1Iill church. and after\vards 
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at \Vest liill Green, one-half· mile from Brook End." 
(1forrill vVyman, Jr., in 1.\rcu.J Euglaud f-listo-rical and 
Genealogical R£~istcr, January, I 896.) 

,v ymondham in Leicestershire and "'\¾"'" ymondham in 
Norfolk county are about sixty miles apart, and each 
is about that distance from \Vest 1fill, and all of the 
places above mentioned are bet\veen or ~ear those places . 

.. -----~ ----~ .... ·, 

-i 
-·· :.. _-.., 
-2:f 

" 

A STREET l!'i WEST MILL-

'\Vymondham in Leicestershire ,vas a to-\vn of some 
importance in ancient times, and vtas surrounded by 
walls for its protection.. A portion of a tessellated paYe­
ment ,vas uncoYered near the remains of the ,valls a 
fe~· years ago, indicating that it ,v-as probably the site 
of a to\vn in the Roman times. It has no,v but f e\v 
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inhabitants, chiefly occupied in agricultural pursuits, 
and is a tO\Yn of no importance. 

Being in London in the summer of 1889, in company 
of 1Ir. Leonard Thompson of \V.oburn and my son, H. 
\Vinfield ,·v·yman _of ·\v· orcester, ,ve made a visit to 
\\1 est ~Iill, about thirty n1iles north of London, to learn 
something more regarding the antecedents of the \Vy-

~- . 
·· .•,· t. ~., -(_~I. 

. . -::~-. ~ ... ,,-··, 

.. : ·~, 

WEST MILL RECTORY. 

man famil\·. \Ve found no one bv the name then liv-., ., 

ing in ,v· est ~Iill, but obtained the address of a family 
in an adjacent parish. ·The \"'\Test 1Iill Church (St. 
~Iary's), "\-vhich ,1:e visited, ,vas built in the 13th cen­
tury. The entrance is from the lich gate, ·passing 
through the burial ground, as is common to English 
parish churches. 
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The edifice is of the early English architecture, and 
,vith its decorated \YindO\YS, its square embattled to,\·er, 
its arched door"v~n-.,, 

d e c o r a t e d \Yi th 
carved figures .. and 
its old oaken door, 
weather stained, 
and s1·vung upon 
curiously v~-rought 
hinges, mad.ea most 
interestino- stud,-

b ., ' 

associated as it \\·as 
,vith the earlv 1i ~:es ., 

of Francis and John 

.. _.,. 
• C 

I : 

t 

STONEBURY . 

\v··yman. ...."1.n inner room contained the r2cords of the 
parish, but ,ve ,vere unable to obtain access to them~ 
O\ving to the absence of the rector. A description of 
the church in the ,. Historv of Hertfordshire·' savs of 

~ ~ 

the to\ver door that .. the t\VO angels, under the head 
of the arch on the soffi t, bear bet\veen them a heart 
pierced by three passion nails, the badge of the Society 
of Jesus." In the vie,,- here sho\vn of the to\ver door 
they can be seen, rather faintly, in the dark part on 
the moulding (or soffit) exactly central on the arch. 

An account of this \-isit \Yas published in the Octo­
ber number of the Antcrican A1natcur J>/1otograplll'r for 

1889. 

Having occasion to visit England during the sum­
mer of I 894 in company ,vith my daughters, :).1. Louise 
and Adelaide R. \Vyman~ "\Ve took the opportunity 

2 
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when in London to make further in vestigati'nns about 
\\rest ~Iill and vicinity. The route fro111 London 
passes stations ,vith the 

i\\UTFORDS. 

fan1iliar Eng1ish names of 
Bishopsgate, Beth­
nal Green, Hacknev ., 

Do\vn, and, passing 
other stations, that 
of Edmonton, where 
from the balcony of 
the Bell John Gil­
pin·s ,vife spied her 
husband on horse-
back dashing past 
,vi thou t hat or \\-ig, 
as narrated D\~ \\:"" il-

.; 

liam Co\vper in ··The Diverting History of John Gilpin."' 
Continuing, \\-e leave the tO\Yil of \\Tare to the left 
(celebrated, chiefly- in guide books--for its possession 
of a bed t\velve feet ,vide) and soon arrive at Bunt­
ingford, the post to\vn for \\rest 1I ill, Great and 
Little Hormead, ,Lnd some other parishes in that vicin­
ity, and the encl of a branch line of the Great Eastern 

rail\vay~ ,vhere ,ve took rooms at the George & Dragon. 

This inn is of a type common in England in earlier 

times, but ,vhich is no,v rarely seen except in districts 

,vhich are a\\·ay from the principal lines of trat/el. The 

buildings surround a court-yard having an· arched en­

trance from the front, the kitcheu and com_mercial rooms 

being on one side of the court, and the sitting rooms 

and tap rooms on the other, \Yith the entrance under the 
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arch"\vay at either side, the stable being at the lo,Yer end 
of the court-yard. 'fhe landlord~ 1lr. James J. Shain, ,vas 
unremitting in his attention to our comfort, and of great 

assistance in our 

investigations. 

After getting set­
tled at the inn, ,ve 

took a carriage an.d 

visited Hormead 

Hall, the residence 
of 11rs. v,l. ·yv. ,,~ V-

man, about three 
miles from Bunt-

-~'::. t 
'f"':'!' _.-.:, ~~ 
. . . :.:: ; . .;_':':-;?;:;-. ~--:\·: .. 

-;. - r~ ... \. 
.. _/ ::.~ -.--·- ........ .., . I ~ -~ 

-·-· .. . ! i: i 
.• > •. :

-.~:··"'.':~~·~ .. ; ____ :'4~:.:_. ___ ·_.· ~ ,~, .... -::.--~1"'1(' . 
-,-- .. , ~---__ ··_·_-"·.•Jl,_"T<~:r- ·::··-~-- .. 

. ~--~ -~·-
:.: .. ~•-~····?.:-:.~~-, ·;·: .. •~.:.i--~·: .. :,·. . ;_· 

··,· --:·---

: .... :~_ , ·. .. ~ 
. : ~.-. ·_: -· .·. . ,,, •,. 

.. · . .. . . .· . "'.' . ~ . ':.' .~ 
... -: :!~ ?~·.?.::~:,:•:::~~:- :~; 

ingford. and after- LinLE HoR.,\E.-\D CHuRcH. 

wards Jf utford and Stoneburv and Little Hormead Burv. 
• # 

Each of these estates contains over 600 acres of til­
lage land, ,Yith m3.nsions~ barns and other buildings, 
covering t\vo or three acres in each place. 

1Iutford is the residence of John "\\;--yn1an. brother­
in-la\v- of 1Irs. \\Tyman of Hormead Hall, and Stone­
bury ,vas formerly the residence of Francis \'7yman, 
v..-ho "\Vas born in 17.3 r, and liYed there until his death 
in I 794. He ,vas succeeded by· his son, Francis, ,vho 
lived there during his lifeti_me. It is not occupied by 
any one of the name at the present time. 

Little Hormead Burv was the residence of Richard ., 

\Vyman. ,vho purchased it in r 806. He "\Vas the son 
of Francis \\"'yman of Stonebury, and iived at :\Iutford 
before purcha~ing Little Hormead Bury. His son, 
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Francis~ ,vas born at 1I utford and liYed there during 
his lifetin1e, and his son, John, is no\Y living there . 
... ~nothE?r son, \"\"!"alter \Vescott, ,vas the husband of 
l\irs. \Vyman of Hormead Hall; he died in 188j. 

Both Stone bury and ~I utford are in the pari~h of Lit­
tle Hormead, 1Iutford being about one mile from Stone­
bury, and Little Hormead Bury about one mile from 
.Ylutford. 

The mansions of both Stonebun- and l\Iutford are ., 

about half a mile from the traveled road. ,vith priYate 
roads leading to the houses through the cultivated fields, 
~I u tf ord being nearer the ch ~rch of Little Hormead. 

The main tra,:eled road-from London, running north­
through this part of the country, is here diYided. one 
to Huntington passing through \\;--est ~!ill and Bunt­
ingf ord, and the other to Cam bridge passing bet,Yeen 

..i!~ 
~.. a -~·l;,_ I ,...,1.. ~- - ~- ~ --~,,~.-

,- . 
i,~ , .. 
, ... ·)i." ' ' '• ... _ . ,.. . . 

..,:,, ., ~ . 

=· - ,_,, .. c-. -~~ __ .,.-,,;;, L'"'·,.-- _..,_...-~~- . • ... 

LITTLE HOR,Vi.EAD Bt:RY. 

Stoneburv 
~ 

and 11utford . 
The country 
is intersected 
by numerous 
smaller cross­
roads leading 
to the villages 
and mansions 
scattered 
through the 
countrv· . ., 

The mansion of Little Hormead Bury is just oppo­
site the church, and is, ,vith the church, situated upon 



2( 

rising ground and o\·erlooks a consi<.lerable extent of 
country, ~Iutford being seen to the left, ,vhile Stone­
burv is in the extreme distance, 1nore nearlv in front. 

• . J 

Hormead Hall 
in Great Hormead, 
about one mile dis­
tant from Stone­
burv and the same 

J 

distance from ~I u t-
, ....... 

ford, is a yery in- : · 
~-

teres ting place. t 
The mansion ,\-as 
formerlv en ti rel Y 

J 

surrounded bv a 
moat, ,·vith a dra\,-­
bridge for access to 

,;,,. . 
,. ' :... ; ? ... ·: ............. ~. ;~ ,:.·.; ..... -· 

-~2~\,h~ ,. 
- .- I-• • • ' ... _; -~ ;~•• 

HOR.\\EAD HALL-E.-\ST VIEW. 

the place. ...~bout sixty years ago the portion of the 
moat by the dra,-.-bridge ,Yas filled up, but about t\vO­
thirds of the moat ,Yith the ,,·ater still re1nains. ~.:\.d-
vantage has been taken of this moat to form a pictur­
esque sheet of ,vater for the grounds; it being about 
fifty feet distant from the buildings in front, 1.vith the 
la\vn sloping to the ,vater·s edge, \vhile on the outer 
side the grounds are extended. to form flo\ver beds, 
shrubbery, etc., ,vith a rustic bridge connecting the t\vo 
sides. 

The moat at one side and the rear of the buildings 
remain unchanged, and the moat is bordered on both 
sides to the \Yater's edge \vith forest trees and vines. 

At Hormead Hall \ve ,vere cordially received and 
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entertained by ~lrs. "\\; yman and her interesting family 
of six daughters and one son~ named Francis. The 
house ,vas probably built in the 16th century, and is a 
good specimen of the hall or mansion house of that 
period: the chimney shafts clustered togethe~ and 
ornamented, the bay ,vindo,vs and porches, are all feat­
ures in mansion houses ,vhich ,Yere first introduced in 
the 16th century-the Tudor period. 

A portion of the \\·alls is co~;erecl ,,-ith jasmine, fra­
grant at our ,-isit \Yith a profusion of small ,,·hite blos­
soms; a large bay tree, ,vith its dark glossy lea,·es~ 
shades the house at one side (considered as a protection 
against ligh tning:-i, and shrubbery and flo\ver beds orna­
ment different parts of the grounds. 

~ 
- f\ . .:~ ..,. . ~-- --.. ~ 

~ .. -'!~ . •~ .... ,.·? ~,;,-,~.-,.¥"!..,,. - • . \ r ~ -: ~ -:.,r_~ 

--- -_,,_:tt;;,;;i~:£'tz. ~~:7~~~1-
HOR.'\\EAD H.-\LL-\VEST VIEW. 

I used mYcamera ., 
here, taking vie,vs 
of the mansion and 
grounds, and also 
secured a vie,Y of 
1-Irs. \V\-man and 
four of her daugh­
ters ,vith mv o,vn ., 

in a group. The 
vie,v sho,vs 1Irs. 
\V )'Tilan seated and 
her daughters, the 

fig_ures to the right~ \Yith my tw·o daughters-one 
each side of 1Irs. "\\. yman . ., 

Of the vie,vs taken of the house, the. front v1e\v 

sho\vs the la \\·n and the edge of the m.oa t-the Yie\Y 
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being- taken from the opposite side of the n1oat-the 
house facing to the sou th. The east end ,.·ie\v is also 
taken from be\·ond the rnoat throuo-h the shrubberv. 

- b J 

The ,vest Yie\Y \Vas 

taken from the direc­
tion of the barns. 

Great and Little 
Hormead and \\:--est 
1fill are mentioned 
in the Don1esdaY 

. -
Book of England, 
made bv \ , ... illian1 .., 

the Conqueror in 
I 086, as manors. 
and thev ,\·ere ., 

HOR.'t\EAD HALL-SOUTH VIEW. 

later instituted into parishes. The t\vo churches of 
Great and Little Hormead are about one-quarter of 
a mile apart, and the t·v;o parishes are no,v united and 
occupy the church at Great Horn1ea.d, the rector being 
the ReY. J. Smith. 

Tne church at Great Horrnead is surrounded \vith 
large shade trees, and makes a ,;er::Y- pleasing ·viev~· from 
the road,vav. The churc:h,;ard contains the rernains of - -
\\ ... alter \V escott \\ ... vman of Hormead Hall, and men1-., 

bers of his famil \· . ., 

The church at Little Hormead is a comparatively 
small structure, the parish consisting of but fe\v fami­
lies, and is situated on elevated ground "\vithout shade 
trees near, to relieve the barrenness of the situation. 
The church vard contains the remains of_ Richard \V v-

~ J 



man of Little Horrnead Bur\·. and 1nembersof his familv. - . ~ 

The stones are to the left of the church, as seen in the vie,v. 
The parish of Braughing \pronounced bra,vf-ing) ad­

joins Little l-Iorn1ead. and its church is about t,,;o miles 
from Stonebur\·. In its churchvard are the remains of - -
Francis \\~ vman of S tonebur\·, and members of his -
family. The stones are seen near the church. 

HOR.\\EAD HALL-THE GROIJF-. 

The earlv records of Great and Little Hormead have 
been badly mutilated, and many pages lost, and \\·hat 
rerriains contains no mention of the \\7"yn1.an familv in . . 
those times. The earliest record vet obtained of anv - -
direct ancestor of families no,vliving in Great and Little 
Hormead. is that of Francis "\\1yman, \Yho \Vas born in 
173 I: lived in Stonebury, and is buried in the Braugh­
ing church yard. 



During a ·visit made in I 896 to \"\Test ).lill ,ve ,vere 
enabled to photograph some pages of the register con­
taining the record of the marriage of Francis \"\:"" yman 
and Elizabeth Richardson, and also of the baptism of 
their sons, Francis and John, and others of the fan1ily, 
and of the buriai of Elizabeth, \Yif e of Francis, and 
\Villiam, a son. This register ,1tas commenced in I 562, 
and consists of a fe"';\- lea1:es of parchment fastened to­
gether. ,vith some pages of entries upside do\Yn. Be­
fore the discoYen.- in r So; of the name of Francis "\V~ v- . 

., ✓ J 

man in this register, it ,vas considered of little value, 
and it ,vas by 1nere chance that the fe\v leaves ,vere 
not destro....-ed. 

* 

This register contains the names of Thomas and 
Samuei Richardson, besides that of Elizabeth Rich­
ardson, ,v ho \Yas 
married to Francis 
vV vman. .A.s these ., 

t,,;"o names are the 
same as ,vere t,vo 
among the first set­
tlers of \Vo burn, 
it mav be that the 
Richardsons also 
came from \\! est 
1Iill,andat thesame 
time as the \Vv-., 

mans. 
8RAtiGHl~G CHURCH. 

At Brook End, ,vhich ,ve visited at this time, there 

are t\VO houses standing, and the site sho\vn of others, 
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no,v destroyed; one of the latter being probably that 
of the ho1ne of Francis \\ ... Yman. The t,vo houses ,t:ere ., 

the only buildings to be seen in that locality. The 

BROOK E:-.o. 

countryis slightly 
undulating, ,vith 
some elevation in 
the distance: 
hedges and trees 
surround the 
broad fields, coY­

ered ,vith o-ro,v-
b 

ing crops ready 
for the har,:est, 
and the ,vhole 

· character of the 
. 

countr\- 1.s un-
dou btedl,- n(Y\Y as ., 

it ,vas in Francis "\\ryman's time. ..A.s it appeared to 
us that day, it ,vas as quiet peaceful and secluded as 
is the Francis ,,,,..-yman p 1ace in Burlington. 

The compilers of n1an:y family histories take pleas­
ure in shO"•sing the ... .\rms borne by English ancestors of 
the family. )Ir. ;i,lorrill "\Vyn1an, Jr., has kindly fur­
nished one of the \V"yman fan1ily, copied fron1 one in 
his possession, ,vhich is here reproduced. 

The crest--a cock on a sheaf of ,vheat cross,1:ise-is 
described in "\.\'."° ashbourn's "Familv Crests" as that of 

J 

th ,~... IT'h .. fi b 11 d "'".. t e \ v y1nans. .L e tnree re a1.1s an l.ne mo to, 
"A udax et ,·zg if ans," \\·ould seem to indicate that the 
arms ..,"v-er~ granted for a deed of valor performed dur­
ing some of the '\Yars of England. 
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The Ia,vs of England are strict relating to the use of 
heraldic arms. ....\ yearly tax is imposed upon those 
,vho bear them, and penalties if used \Yithout permis­
sion. The \Yhole matter is vested in a College of 
Arms, ,vhich has complete authority as to the granting 
and arranging the parts composing the device, ,vhich 
usually represents something significant of the event 
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for ·\vhich the arms ,\·ere granted. ...;\.bout the latter part 
of the 14th century, heraldic arms· began to be consid­
ered as a hereditary possession, and ,vere transmitted to 
one's descendants in the usnal \vay of other possessions. 

Cussan's "Handbook of Heraldrv" sa,·s, "It is not 
~ - . 

la·wful for seYeral persons· to bear one and the same 



arms \Vithout a Difference, not even to those of the 
same family, though they be Brothers;" the a Differ­
ence., being an addition made to the original device, 
.,vhich indicates ,vhether the bearer be a first, or sec-. 
ond son, etc., or of other relationship. 

The arms are of assistance in tracing the pedigree of 

ARM.S OF THE WY.'\\A:S F..i\.'i\lLY. 

a familv before the commencement of the Parochial 
.,/ 

registration of . baptisms, marriages and deaths-about 
the middle of the 16th century to the latter part of the 
14th century-the commencement of the use of arms. 
as a heraldic possession. Cussan says, " Except in rare 
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instances it is utterly impossible to trace a pedigree 
bevond the time of Richard the Second, and those ., 

persons ,vho assert that their ancestors 'came over 
\\~ith the Conqueror' deri\~_e their authority chiefly, if 
not ,vholly, from tradition or their o,vn imagination:· 

\v.,..hat branches of the \\.,..yman far11ily ha-:e the right 
of bearing the accompanying arms, the author has not 
been informed, but has inserted the device as a matter 
of interest. 

As the name is of Saxon derivation, it may not be 
amiss to quote the follo,ving account by an English 
author of the part the Saxon took fn the making of 
England. He says: "In the forests of lo,Yer Germany 
a hardy tribe there d,velt \Yhose pro,vess ,vas ackno,\-1-
edged far and \Yide, and ,vhose barks rode triumphantly 
o-\-er the stormy seas of the north, by the rude ,vaves 
of vrhich many a mightier navy had been dashed to 
atoms. This fair-haired, blue-eyed race ,vere a part of 
that old Teutonic stock ,1;hich constituted one of the 
great ,vaves of ch-ilization \Yhich rolled over Europe 
from the east. These people, the denizens of old Ger­
man forests, ,vere destined to altogether change the 
face of affairs in Great Britain. Hospitable, brave, in­
ured to labor, and of a free and open disposition, they 
infused their spirit into the people \vhom they came to 
assist, till at last the Saxon elernent became identical 
vtith that of the English. 

"The Saxons also \\-ere a people w·ith a high chival­
rous sense of honor; they held the fair sex in venera­
tion, and ad·\.-c,cated '\von1an's rights' after a manner 
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never before kno\vn; and thus the characteristics for 
v.-hich the ... .\.nglo-Saxons have become famous in all 
parts of the \vorld \Yere early engrafted on the rude 
British mind. 

"From the ti1ne of Alfred the Great, the Saxon people 
in Britain haYe been rapid in their march of civiliza­
tion. 1Jany pages of history are filled ~;vith their tri­
umphs. They have penetrated the vast forests of 
America, and peopled "\Yith constantly increasing mil­
lions the ,vestern hemisphere. Their colonies are 
boundless regions, the seats of incipient empires of 
gigantic strength, i.Yhere ten times. the population of 
Britain may subsist in contentment and affluence." ., 

... -\bout roo years before the reign of "\'lithlaf, in the 
beginning of the century, Roman missionaries landed 
in England to introduce Christianity. Edw·in, the 
great Xorthumbrian king, influenced by his "\vife and 
the Chaplain Paulinus, called upon his people to en-i­
brace CbristianitY. His ·.,\ .. ise men \Vere read v for the ., . 
change. ·• So runs the life of man,., said one, "as a 
sparro"v's flight through the haU, ,vhen a man is sitting 
at meat in "'·inter-tide, "\\·ith the \varm fire lighted on 
the hearth, but the chill rain-storm 1,vithout. The 
snarro\v flies in at one door, and tarries for a moment 

.L 

in the light and heat of the hearth-fire, and then flying 
forth from the other vanishes into the ,vintrv darkness ., 

from \\·hence it came. So tarries for a moment the life 
of man in our sight, but .,vhat is before it, \vhat after 
after it, ,ve kno,v not. If this ne,v teaching tell us 
aught certainly of these, let us follov.:-- it." 



During the century that follo,~:ed the landing of the 
missionaries, the several- kingdoms embraced CbriS­
tianity, bishoprics and parishes ,,;;ere formed~ and 
monasteries, abbeys and churches "\\·ere built, from 
,vhich the learning and intellectual life of the nation 
,vere diffused. 





Rt:COlW Of MAHHl,\OH OF FRANCIS WYMAN AND EIJZAlllffH RICHARDSON, 





l<tCOIHl or: B/Wfl.Si\\ OF THOM,\S AND FIUNCIS WYMAN. 
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R1:co1m OF O,\PTl~M OF JOHN WYMAN. 





Rrcu1m OF BUHIAI, OF E1X£AU1:°nl AND WILI.IAA\ WYMAN, 






