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THE late Hon. JosEPH HART\VELL \\'1LLIA~rs of 
Augusta, Ex-Governor of l\1aine, a descendant of 
Richard '\Villia1ns of 'fat1nton, n1any years ago beca?ne 
interested in the history of the fa111ily, and thereafter, 
to the close of his lift=, devoted 111 uch time and 1noney 
to this object in the face- of obstacles that \vouid have 
daunted any n1an not able to exercise the ,vonclerful 
patience and perscvc:rance of ~Ir. \Villia111s in these 
researches. 

Among other 1natters he investigated the staten1ent, 
made many years ago but aftcr\\'ards vehemently 
doubted, that the fa1nily of Richard \Villian1s \vas 
connected by ties of blood \Vith that of Oliver 
Crom\vcll. He had the satisfaction, before his death, 
of achieving con1p1ete success in this particular-a 
result he deemed an1p1e re\vard for all his labors . 

.t\mong those ,vho1n he en1ployed ,vas l\Tr. John 
Phillips C. E. of Putney, Surrey, ,vho in 1894 con1pi!t:d 
a·chart entitled "Genealogy of the Cron1\vell-\Villiams 
l◄a1nilies fro1n the. Conquest to the Con1n1on\vealth." 
Mr. '\Villia1ns had printed a very fe\v copies of this 
chart for private distribution, lirniting the nun1ber 
undoubtedly becaus~ he \Vas expecting that a fuller 
account of \vhat he had done \Vould speedily be 
published in connection \vith a genealogy of five 
generations of the descendants of l{icha.rd \\rillian1s. 
Plans for this publication \Vere under discussion ,vhen 
!vlr. \tVi!lia1ns n1et \Vith the ~cciclent \\·hich incapacitated 
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him for the transaction of business and \\"as follO\\·cd by 
his universally ian1cntccl de.ath. 

So urgent and so n1any calls have been made for 
copies of this chart that his fan1ily' has consented that 
I shall prepare it for publication in the H.1~c-;1sT1-:R. 

Considerable in it is devoted to the Cron1,vc11 Genealogy 
fron1 its origin; but as I unclcr~tand that that has he.en 
published, and is readily accessible to the public, I have 
lin1itcd this account to a brief statcn1ent of the direct 
line of the fan1i1y \Vith \vhich the \Vil1ian1s family 
becan1c in1n1cdiatc1v con11cctccl . 

.; 

I shall be pardoned for ob~er\·ing that fc\v can appre-
ciate, fron1 the results 1_1\!rc giYen, the va~t an1ount of 
research necessary to produce thc1n and th~ consequent 
debt of gratitude ,vhich \\"C O\VC to :\Ir. \V'illian1s. 

JOSIAH ll. DKUMMONil. 

CR0:\1\VELL. 

The Cromwell line dates from Alden cic Cromwell, who lived in 
the tin1e of \Villiarn the Conqueror. I Iis son w:1s H li;_:h de Cn,mwell, 
and from hi1n descended ten Ralph de Cromwclls in as manv 
successive generations~ hut the tenth Ralph died wit hnut i~st~e. · 

The seventh Ralph de Cromwell married in 13~ 1. :\n1kb., 
daughter of Robert lkrer, :\I. r. for :\'r,tts; besides the ei_:,.:hth 
Ralph, they had scvcrai other sons. amnng whom was Ulker 
Cromwell of I~ucknall, T'orkarcl, Xntts. Flkcr h:-id Richard; and 
he, John of Cromwell I-louse, Carleton upon ·rrcnt. Notts; and he. 
Robert; the names of the win~s arc not gi,·en. 

r. RonF.P.T CRo,tWEI.L' of C:ulcton upon 1·rcnt, was a Lancas
trian. I-Ie was killed ~t the battle of Towton. in 1461. 11 is lc;1sc 
of Cro1nwcll I-louse was seized hy Sir Humphrey Bn11rchier, Yorkist, 
who was the husband of Joan Stan hPpe, the grancldaughtcr of the 
ninth Ralph throu6h his dau~hter ~l :1tilda, wife <Jf Sir Richard 
Stanhope. . 

Rohcrt• left son \Viili:nn,7 the :1nc.cstor of Oii\·er Cromwell. and. a 
daughter :'\·T arg~1rct, the ancestor 11/ both O/ii!er Crom-;r1rll a11d I<ichtrrd 
I-Vi/Iiams of 1'a1tlllr>11. 

2. \Vn.r.r A :'\t 2 CRn:--.rwi::1.r., of the prchcnd of Pa bee I I :i 11, N orw:111, 
Notts, settled in Putney, Surrey, ; .i;;2. He n1~rried 1\largaret 
Smyth, ~lau~htcr of John S111yth <,f ~nrw.11k. ~ntts. :tnri h:td jnhn.1 

j_\{:1rgaret Cromwt~ll m:1rried \Villi:1tn Smyth (c.;nn r,f John). They 
had son Rich:1rd1 Smyth and claughtt"r Jo;1n 1 ~myth. 
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3. JoHNl C1u.nrwELL n1arricd his cousin ./v~1113 S111ytll. lie was 
a Lancastrian, and his lands at l'utncy wcrt: seized by Archbi~l1op 
Bourchic::r, Lord of the 2\lanor of \Vi1nblt!don, and his lease of ~alace 
Hall, Norwalk, Notes, rem_i!:ie<l by Lord Chancellor llourchier. 'fhey 
had, a1nong other chil4rt.!n, \Valtc:r"' Cromwdl. l(ichardl Sm_vth t/' 
Rockhampton, Putnc_y, by wife 1 sabell_a, had daughter !\-Iargaret-1 
Smyth, who 1narried John \\'illian1s, fourth in descent fro1~1 1--lowt:H 
Williams, the head of the \\'il!iams line. 

4. \VALTE~-1 CROMWELL n1arried in 1474 the daughter of Clossop 
of \Virkcsworth, l )crbyshire ~ in r4j z he cl,~inu.:d and was adm'itt<:d 
to two virgats (30 acn.:s) of land at Putney: in 1499, 1\rchbishop 
Morton, Lord of \Vi1uLlt:dv11 .\lanor, gave hitn six virgats (90 acres) 
of land in l'utney as a stJ!,rti11m for the pi"opt;rty taken frorn his 
fathc::r by the Hourch ier Yorkists. I-Ie· <lied in 1516, leaving ,u llong 
otht!r children, K.atherincs Cru1nwelI. 

5. KATHERI~ ES Ci.:.u\1 WELL married :\'!organ \Vi!liams, fifth in 
descent fro111 1-Iowdl \\'iilia1n.s, and. hac.l son Sir Richard') \Villiams, 
born abo_ut 1495. 

6. Su~ R.1c11AitD6 \VII.LIA~IS, alias CrtJJ1n,.1ell, married in 15 18, 
Frances ~~ urfyn, daug·hter of Sir· Thomas .\I urf yn, I...urd l\Iayor of 
Lon<lon in 15 18. I-It! <lied at ,Stepnt!y in 15 4 7, and \\'ns l>uriec.l in 
Gt. St. Helen's Church, London. Ile:: left son Sir I-Ienry1 Cromwdl, 
alias \Villia1ns. 

7. SIR llE:--:Rv7 CRO:\IWELL a/i,ts iVillia11;s (called "The Gohkn 
Knight'') of Hinchcnbrook, I-Iunting<lun, married Joan, danght1:r of 
Sir Ralph \Varrcn, Lord ~L.1.yor of London, and they h~d: Sir 
( >liver, is R.obert, ~ 1-:lenry, -s Richard, 8 l'hi!ip, ~ Joan,!; El i~ab<.:th/~ and 
.Frances.8 

8. RuHERT''i CRo,1 WELL of I-I untingdon, brewer, married Elizahc.;th 
Stewart, widow of \Villiam Lynn of B:1ssingb(Jt1rn, and their fifth 
child was Oli7!cr'J Cr,11n it 1,-/I, •• The Lord Prote<.:t(Jr." 

Robert's sister, e~/i::;a/1,·th~ Cromu1ell, married \ Vill i~1rn II am pclen 
of Great I-lamp<lcn, Bucks, and among their children wert J,J/ut9 
.J-li.1111Jd,·11, "Thl.: 1-'atriut," and Richard·, l-Lunpucn. 

\\'ILLL:\~·1::i. 

Gov. \V1LI .. IA~ts, through his assistants, traced the \Villiams line 
back to Howell \Villiams," LcJrc.l uf RiLour. 

1. 1-lowELL' \Vu.1.1A:i.1s, Lord of Ribour, marrit:d \Venlion, 
datwhtcr and heiress uf LI \'Ill! a1> I t:\'an uf Rad v, an<l had :son b ~ - ., 

?\lorg:1.11;.: \\'illiams. 
2. :'.lo RC.-\ Ni \VU.I.I.\ \ts of Lanisht:n, C l.unurgan; married Joan 

D~tton, Ja ughtcr of 'l'humas of (~ I.unurgan, and tht:y had Thu1n:.1s.1 
and J evan.3 

J~vanJ fVi!li,1111s 1narriec.l ~Ltrg;t~l:t, c!:1t:;..:!1tcr of Jerikin Kt:mt:ys 
of Bagwye !\fan. 'fbcy had son / Vi//;.!!.'1!.., ! 1 ·✓-1/,·,1111.r of L~-..11 ishen, 
Bailiff for I Ienry V 11 I., \Vh~, (wife nut ki1r;w11_i was the father of 
11/t,r)_,'.rns 1/'illii:ms uf La11isli1..:n, Cbniul'~,Ln, ant! iatl:r of .Pul:1t.:y, 
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Surrey, ~lle brewer at Putney, \Vansworth and Greenwich, for .Jienry 
VII. and flcnry \.,.III., and the husband in 1494 ·of Kath~uine 
Cromwcll,-Sce ante Cro1nwell~ ~o. 5. et stq. 

3. Tnv:'\.IAS3 \Vn.r.rA:i.rs of Lanishcn, Glamorgan, died at St.
Helens, Tiishopgatc, London; was buried in the church there "with 
his brass on stone.'' 1I c n-:arric<l, first, --- Daniel of Edn1ontnn, 
Midd; and second. ~Iargaret ---; her brass on stone. He had 
son John4 \-Villi:uns. 

4. Joux•i \\;.Il,I.TA'.\tS! .Stew~rd of \\·1mbicdon ::\Ianor. Snrrey, 
married l\1:ugarct Smi·th, clau_:::-ii~er of Richard Smyth. and ~rand
daughter of i\'f ar~aret Crunn,·eli (~ce a11le: Crom we 11, Nos. 1, 2 ). 11 e 
died at l\'T ortlakc in I 502! ~i.nd :.;he in 1501. ·rhcy left two sons, 
Johns and Richarcl.s . 

./{Jh,z5 IVillirrms, horn in r.t85. married Joan \Vykys, datightcr of 
IIenry \Vykys of Br1licys Park. Ch~nn~y. =1.nd sistt~r 0f the Elir,ah~t.h 
Wykys who m;1rr1ed Thom:1<-Crnmwe?~ ,_brother of K~th:uinc) secre
tary to Henry 1/11~., Lord Crom\1:e1l o[ ();.khan:i. Earl of Essex. 

5. RrcHART>5 \Vn.u,,,i::. w~s horn in itochampton in 1487. lie 
settled at }fonmouth and Dix ton, ~ion .. where he died· in 1 ~ c;q. 
Ile was twice married. The 11:1mc of h~s first wife is not kn~,~n. 
She is credited with one· cl:u1~hter. loan. His second wife was 
Christian ---, who had tw;> d:1i"1g11ters, Reece'' and Ruth/· :ind 
one son, John_,; 

6. JoHN'1 \Vrr.LtA~rs nf - l-Tuntingd0n. near \\'otton-lTnder-F,rl~e. 
Gloucester, died in 157"9, leaving son \\'iliiam.i · No other particulars 
of this family arc given. _ · 

7. \VILLI A i\t7 \Vu.LL\ :'>Ts of Huntingdon! married. N nvemhcr 1 ~, 

1585, Jane Shepherd. She died about 1h00; a child of hers ha\'ing 
been h:1ptizcd December 2. 1;; 1)9. He fflJrried. Dcccmher .i. 1(,03. 

Jane \-\'00clwarcl. She rlied Fchruary 2. 1(>14. and he in c(>18. ·rhe 
first child by his second m=irri.lge, born in January. 1606, w:is 
RICHART> \VII.LIA:\tS or· TAt;:-;T'>:'-."". 

Of the change of his name by Sir Richard \Villia1ns, Gov. \Villian1s 
said: · 

"Oliver Cromwell was a lineal descendant in the n1alc line ;,f 
Morgan \Villiams of Clamorgansbin.:. i-iis ~reat grandfather, Sir 
Richard \\'illiams, assumed the n:1.mc nf ° Crnmwcli:' it is true, hut 
not until in n1aturc years he had di~tin~uishccl himself in the public 
service (temp. I.Ienry VI I I.\, under the patronage of his un_cle, 
Thomas Cromwell ( \"icar Cent•r:t1. r ~-15 \ w,lum he prnposerl tn 
honor hy the adopt ion < ,f his n.111~e. in fo.ct. e,·cr afterwards, t>1 r 
Richard t1sed to si_~n him~'-·!f 4 Rich:-ird (_'rc,rnweii. nli,,s \\'iili:1ms ·s 
and his sons and gr.111dsons. and o:ivcr himscH. in hi..; y,n1th ( 1 r, 20 ) 

used to si~n in tht: s;-,me m:1nnl'r. In important grants from the 
crown to Sir Rich:1rd (z9 ;1:1d 31. I·lcnry \'I II.) the ~rantee's n;1111e 

appears in both forms, • Cromwell ali11s \\'illia1ns, and '\\'illi:1 rnc;; 
,. C 'l''' Otlt1S 1'0111\\"CI • 

It is not believed th:1t. in the li:_::ht pf Gn\·. \Villi:ims' rcseardH~s. 
the rcbtionship of Ricil.ud \\'iili:1ms of Taunton, and the Cromwell 
family, wi11 ;1g:1in h~ questi"ned. 



L1111wnz. 

Inscriptions in old Cumetery· at Newton,gass. 

On Monument- t.o- P1rst ~ettl~rs o~ -Newton. 

Istu1c W1111nms 
Abra.ham Williams 

!imP- of 
Set tle)n•~nt 

1661 
16(,2 

Yea:r ~~ 
Death 

·1708 
1'712 

Age 

69 
94 

"Here Lyes Buried _ 
:,e Body or ~1rs. :-1~1.rtha 
f/1111ams ye J'rlfe of 
Capt. !S3.R.C f\'illiaras 

arP.d. 335 y,30.rs 
died Octo~er ye 24 

16?5': 

"Here Lyes Euric:d 
ye Body of Ms.Sue.1th 
Williams, w11·e 01~ Capt. 
Isa.e.c Williams, ~ihO 
Deed Apr•11 '"Ith, 17_24 

Aged 76 Years. r~ 

Versn 

. "Here lyes Buried 
the Body of 

Mr.Ishuc Willi~~s 
Who Depc;.rted this Life 
S~pt.y~ l?t,1757 in ye 

?2d Year of His ;..ge." 

'_1:-r~rP LyP-s Burled ye 
Body o:f Ct.1.pt. 

Isaac ~-.1111ams 
Who died Febrv& ye 11th ... . 

1707 in Yf) 69th y•·:ar 
of His l.cc 

.Th.em v.rhich SlE:!e!) in Jes~s
Tiill God bz•:1.i1g with him. 

''Mrs.Martha }\·ill !tuns 
i f. '\ f· V • T . . l'• __ c o_ •. ,r • _saac 

died April 2,1763 
in 77th yr·." 




