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FORE"\-VORD AND ACI{NOWLEDGMENTS. 

Th~ sketch of Colonel John \V .aiker 8.nd his six sons, here'in })resent­
ed, is the result of more than- a year's patient. research in connection with 
the Revolutionary history of Rutherford county, N. C. Robert W. '\Valker, 
of Texas, rece:n.tly released a 1nanuscr-ipt ''Genealogy of John Vla1ker 
Fron1 Ireland, 17~0, and Son1e of IIis Descendants," the consu1nmation of· 
more than hventy years diligent r<:>search on his part. After revie\\;ng 
this monumental work by l\Ir. Walker, the author ·was inspired to place.: 
:in permanent fori:n a detailed sketch of sorr..e of the :members of one 
brar1ch of this extraordinary family, who are mentioned in· lYir. Walker's 
book. 

Aside from nir. Walker's genealogy n1uch material of value has been 
found in the Colonial and State Records of North Carolina, which is us~d 
freely in the sketch: The court records of Rutherford county have been 
examined and r,1any items of interest added to these sketch€s, also man)· 
facts of interest have been· supplied by n1r. Walker in his correspondence 
during several months. 

Other principal sources of information include. Arthur's "Western 
North Carolina, a IIistory, 1730-191 ;J ;" Draper's "Kings :Mounta"in and its 
Heroes." A large number of secondary references '\v·ere also consulted, 
including Schenck's "North 'Carolina, 1780-81," , \Vheeler's History oi 
North Carolina, and manuscripts touching on this family. 

Thanks and aeknowledgments are due l\.Irs. Estelle Oltrogge·, Jackson­
ville~ Fla., a great-great-grantldaug!1ter of Felix Walker, for her kind per­
mission to use Hon. Felix Walker's l\1emoirs. 

Mention should also be n1ade of th0. kind assistance of Mrs. Clarence 
Griffin, (a great-great-great-great-granddaughter of CoL John \Valker) 
whose urging and solicitous aid has been an inspiration and pleasure in 
preparing this sketch. 

CLARENCE GRIFFIN. 

Snindale. N. C .. July 30, 1930. 





COL. JOHN. \VALKER 
Few, if anyt:: families in that por• 

tion of Tryon county, N. C., now 
included wi~hin the bounds of Ruth­
erford county, N. C., 111ade u con­
tribution to the cause of A111erican 
Independence, 1775-83, equal to that 
of the fa1nily of John Walker. Their 
ccntrioution consisted of service 
both in n1ilitary and dvil .('apaeities. 

Colonel John '\'\,...alker, (a title 
which '"·as applied to him ,vhile serv­
ing in that office in the militia) was 
one of the leaders in civic activities 

, under the Royal Governn1ent prior 
to 1775. He resigned his offices st 
the outbreak of the ,var and he and 
six of his eight sons took an active 
and decided :part in 1~ilitary affairs, 
,vhi1e he conth1ued active in direct­
ing the policies of the ne-..v govern­
ment in state and county . in a civil 
capacity. 

Col. John Walker ,vas born on 
Bohemia Creek, Ne,v Castle county, 
Dela·ware, in 1728. He \\·as a son of 
John "\Valker, ·who en1igrat.ed fro1n 
Derry, Ireland, in 1720, and settled 
in Dela"·are, ,vherc he died. Col. 
John Walker ,vas apprenticed out 
at an early age, and after being re­
leased fr.om apprenticeship- settled 
on the south branch of the Potomac 
rh·er, in Hampshire county, Virgin­
i:i, (now West Virginia), ·where he 
l!!arried Elizabeth v,..r atson, in 1751.. 
He served as a volunteer under Col­
onel George "\'\7 ashingt.on, and shared 
in Braddock's dt.3astrous defeat in 
1755. After the rout of Braddock's 
army the country ,vas exposed to 
the depredations of the Indians. In 
consequence of this he shortly af­
tt:1,·1;ards moved to Lincoln county, 
N. C., and settled on Lee Creek,· a­
bout ten 1niies east of the 11rc~ent 
town of Lincolnton. \Vhile residing 
there lie enlisted in Col. Grant's rcgi-

ment and served in a can1paign a­
gainst the Cherokee Indians in 1761. 
On his return fro1n this campaign he 
purchased a beautiful spot of. land 
or! Crowder's Creek, about four n1Hes 
f ro111 Kings nlountain, and reraoved 
there in the fall of 1763. He ,vas a 
skilled hunter, and followed that oc­
c~upation almost to the day of his 
death. In 1768, the range began to 

. break, and ga:me not being so plen­
tiful, he purchased a tract of 400 
~.cres of land in Rutherford county 
fro111 a brother hunter, ~~oses :Moore, 
for one Spanish doubloon. He n1oved 
to this tract of land in the same 
y~ar.. It is located at the mouth of 
C~ne Creek, near the pre:sent Logan 
station {!tom postoffice) of the C. 
C. & 0. railway, about five miles 
11ortheast of Rutherfordton. The 
:bouse which Walker built on the 
tract was located on the east side 
of Cane Creek, about one-half n1ile 
above its r.aouth. 

V-l alker ,vas a man of n1arked 
character .~ind pron1inence-holding 
several comn:'issions under the. col­
on•ial governn1ent, among them being 
the Colonel-commandant of the Try­
on militia and a Justice of the Peace 
and judge of the court for n1any 
years. He ,vas appointed by the leg­
islature of 1774 as one of the com­
missioners to "select a site and build 
thereon the court house, prison and 
stocks" for the county o:£ Tryon. 

In 17 7 4 the first clouds that 
J1resaged the storm of the Revolu­
tion gathered, and in 1775 t.hc first 
battle of the war was fought. Higp­
ly infl u.ental and sharing the syn1pa­
thics of the people he in1n1ediately · 
resigned his Lo:ral offices. The .Pro-

. vincial Congress organized thE: dis­
trict and county Commi~tees of 
Safety, in which all governmental 
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authority was vested. fie ,vas among 
the f,01·emost in• Tryon county in or­
ganizing and putting into operation 
the county's Committee of Safety, 
and for his outstanding activities a­
long this line ·was chosen as the first 
chairman of that body. The minutes 
e;f that body for _!\.ugust 1775 co:?1-
tain an interesting document: "The 
Tryon Resolves" or "Association" 
reading as follows: 

"An Association." 
" The unprecedented, barbarious 

and bloody actions com1nitted by the 
British · troops on our An1erican 
brethern near Boston, on the 19th 
of Apr'il and 20th of t.Iay, last, to­
gether wi~h the hostile \operations 
and traitorous des'igns no,v carry­
ing on by tl1e tools of ministerial 
vengeance and despotism for the 
subjugating of all British An1erica, 
suggest to us the painful necessity 
of having recourse to arn1s for th2 
preservation of those rights and 
liberties \Yhieh the principles of our 
constitution and the La,vs of God, 
J\·ature and Nations have n1ade jt . 
cur duty to defend. 

W,e. therefore, _ the subscribers, 
freeholders and inha bi tan ts of Try­
on c·ounty, do hereby faithfully unite 
ourselves under the n1ost sacred ties 
of religion, honor and love to our 
country, fir1nly to resist force by 
force, in defense of our natural free­
dom and constitutional rights against 
all invasions; and at the sa1ne- tin1e 
c!o solcn1nly engage to take up arn1s 
~nd ri:;k our lives, and fortunes, in 
n1aintaining the freedmu of our coun­
try vthenever the ,visdon1 and coun­
sel of the Continental Congress or our 
Provincial Convention shall declare 
it necessary; and this engug(!nH:n t 
we ,vill continue in · and hold sac­
red till a rcconc'iliation shall take 
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place between Great Brit2·n r.nd A­
merica on Constitutfonal p1·inciple5 
which we mcst ardently d::sire. And 
we do firn1ly 2gTee to hold all suc:.i 
persons inimfr:al to the Iibertizs oi 
An1erica who sha11 refuse to subsc:?.~i0e 
to this association." 

(Signed) "John Walker, Charie~ 
I\1.eLean, Andrew N"?el. Th , ~ ::)n1a.:,~ 

Be-atty, Jan1es Cobu1~n, Fr~derick 
Ha1nbright, Ar..d1·!!,v Han1pton, BeD­
j2min Hardin, Georg2 Paris, \\.,.i!Ha!1·J 
Grahan1, Robert Alexander, David 
Jenkins, Thc111as Espey, Perrygr£en -1\Iackness (l\'.fagness), James l\IcAfee 
,villiam Thompson, Jacob Forn€y, 
Davis '\Vhitesid2s, John B2e111an~ 
J ohu l\'.Iorris, J o:eph IIardin, J oh~1 
Robinson, Valentin? 2\Isuney, Gsorge 
Elack, Ja.s. Logan, J as. Baird, Chrl~­
tian Carpenter, Abel Beatty, J·oab 
Turner, Jonathan Price, James l\Iillet 
John Ddling12.r, Peter ~)'.des, \Vi1-
lian1 Whitesides, G2orge DeHing.:l'. 
Suinuel Carpenter, Jacob l\foon~y~ 
Jr., John V/ells, Jacob Costner, Ro­
bert Hulclip, Jan1es Buchanan, 1\-Iosc~ 
Ivr 0ore, J osE!ph Kuykendall: Ada!:.1 
Sin1n1s, Richard ,vaffer, Sa::ni..:~: 
Srn.ith, Joseph Ned, S2nu:el L1ft;n.~' 

Tradition has it that Walker not 
only wrote out the As3ociation him­
self, but was the master n1ind bac:k 
of it, and threw his €ntire influence 
forward in securing the signatures 
of thz more tii11id freeholders of Try­
on county. The n1onur:1cnt recently 
e"J·ected on the site of the old Try0n 
county court house, halfway be­
tween Cherryville and B~ssernel· 
City, N. C., bears on one side a 
bJonzc plate on ,vhich appears thr~ 
I1---1nes of tl1e .fo1·t"·-n1n,., ~~rw-:-,,..1~•~ c=· .c, - _., 1 • .L \.: ... .L::,, ... - • .... ..._ 

the Association, "\Valker's nan~c 
heading the list as chcirn1:1n cf t~1~ 
body. 

In the san1e month he ,·c;as ehct:d 
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~::: one of the six delegates from 
'f ryon county to the Third Provin­
cial Congress, held in Hillsboro. 
rrhese delegates were selected after 
Samuel Johnson requested the var-­
iu us comn1ittees to send only the 
Tf1cst lavelheaded and experienced 
ir:~n available.: Ashe, in Volun1e 1, 
page i7 5, says that ~1e delegates to 
the Third Provincial Congress "were 
strong and mighty leaders, speaking 
the patriotic sentilnents of the v-;est. 
The northern counties and the east­
£:l'n as well as the Cape Fear sectio~, 

- s!'nt their most trusted and experi­
C!lced men,. Such gathering of Gr~~.t 
North Ca:colinians, forceful and de­
tern1ined, had never before assemb­
led to take counsel cf the'ir libcrti--;s 
...• Indeed all the giants of that 
g£•neration gathered there to secure 
~nd maintain the f1·eedom of their 
country." 

At this session or the Congress 
two regiments of Continental troops 
T.rere ordered raised in North Caro­
lina. John ,v alker ,vas immed1ately 

- &elected as one of the captains of a 
company in the First Regiment and 
was comn1issioned Septen1ber 1, 1775 
lie v,ent north ,vith the first detach­
ment of troops and was promoted to 
rt1ajor April 26, 1777. He resigned 
December 22, 1777. His resignation 
,vas offered sooner but the state ]eg-­
i~lature would not accept it at first. 
Walker gave as his reason for resign­
ing that his health was not good, 
and, b?ing fifty years of age, felt 
that a younger. man or one in a bet­
ter· state of health could boar 
the rigors of a northern climate 2.nd 
1~~rform the exacting duties devc,lv­
ing upon him in a better manr.cr. 
Too, he had six sons alr€ady in : er­
vice, and a· wife and ·h-r;o s1nall ~')ns 
n' ho1ne exposed t 0 the n1ercies of 

----·----- --------· ------

n1araudin_g bands of Intl ::1:is and Tor­
ies. (SJ~ate Records, Vol. 13, p 47,1: 
sarr.e, Vol. 16, p. 1180). St~te R~c­
c,rds, Vol. 17, page 256 shov:s that 
1Va1k:r drew, in 1793, 385 poi.:nd:: 
sterling, 13 shillings and 8 p::n:e :for 
'·Revolutionary Serv!ce," length cf 
~<:rvice not stated. 

It may not be an1iss to correct 
here- an error that h~s in some ma71-
11er crept into a fe,v publications_ 
~Js0 I!eitr..c1an's RegfoJ~er of Oifice-rs-

Heitman, in his "Register of Offi­
cers of the A1nerican Revolution.," 
1893 Revisal, and h!S revised "Reg­
ister of Offic£rs of the Continental 
Army," 1913 edition, sh~ws Col. John 
,v alker's military reco1·d as already 
given above, but adds that he was a 
HeutEnant-cclonel and aid~-dz-camp 
to General Vt ashington, 17th Feb. 
1777, and that he died Decen~ber 2, 
1809 In these last hvo rESp=cts 
Heitman has Col. John Walker con­
fused ·with Senator John '\Valker, of 
Virginia, probably a distant re!ative. 
Senator \Valkcr was also an offict~r 
in the Revolution, and szrv2d on 
Gen. '\Vashington's staff for a short 
time, and was later a senator frcm 
, 7irginia. (See Congressional Bio-­
graphical Directory of the A1ner:can 
Cc ngress7 19 2 7 revisal, page 16 5 !} ) . 

S€-n~t.or Walker died Dec em her 2, 
1809. 

In making this correction in ref• 
· erence. to rank, it is not with the in­

tE.ntion of detracting from the wel:­
(•arned glories of Rutherford's pion­
eer father, but solely to keep histury 
s-r.raight. As it is, John ,val1i:2r hc:Hi 
st:fficient honors heaped upon him ~.o 
1-:~ep forever green his r11en10ry ir! 
the hearts and n1inds of his descend­
ants and others. He was in lin~ for 
})ron1otiont and would soon h!lve b~­
con1c lieutenant-colonel had he re-

.5 
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1nained in ·the service, and doubtless 
a colonel later. Feeling that he could 
render his state a greater service in 
a civil capacity, the state fogislature 
~ccepted his resignation from the 
Continental army, it being under­
&tood in spirit, if not in word, that 
be sho~ld return to Tryon county 
and use his influence among the dfo­
nffected. Here a wide field of use­
fulness and service opened itself to 

· him. Tryon county (afterwards Ruth­
erford and Lincoln) ,vas character­
i:.1.ed by seve-ral as being among the 

· most loyal count'ies in the state to 
tl-e King, a fact which led Ferguson 
to later invade the county, hoping 
to ar:gment his forces by enlisting 
the Tories under the Royal stand­
ard. 

Here .Walker worked untiringly, 
r~viving the drooping spirits of the 
Whigs, and urging the cause of A-­
merican independence. He continued 
an active participant in the civic and 
political life of the ~ounty and 
st~te, and ,vhen Tryon county was 
erased from the roll call of counties, 
and Lincoln and Rutherford took its 
p]ace in 1779, Walker was appointed 
a justice of the peace in the new 
county of Rutherford, a position 
n·hich he continued to nold until 
ebout the time of his death. . The 
first session of the Rutherford Coun­
ty Court of Pleas and Quarter Ses­
sions was held at the home of "\Valk­
er, near the mouth of Cane Creek. 

Tryon was abolished by an act of 
the Legislature of 1778, and Ruth­
£:Y-f ord and Lincoln took its place 
the next year. The act designated 
Jc,hn Walker as one of the four 
con1missioners to survey the divid-­
ir.g line between the two counties 
&nd assist in setting up a govern­
ment in the counties. 
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In 1784 the legislature noted that 
"a considerable quantity of lands, 
tenements, hereditaments and mov­
able property, ,vhich have been con­
fisca!ed under some one or the other 
of the laws of this state commonly 
called Confiscation Laws, yet re­
mains. unsold; and it being just and 
necessary that· the same should be 
sold for the use and benefit of the 
state," and appointed six commis­
sioners for the state, one for each 
of •ihe judicial districts, to be known 
as Commissioners for .. disposing of 
Confiscated property. For the west­
c•rn district, or J\Iorgan District, John 
Walker was appointed. (State Re~-
ords, Vol. 24; pp. 661-62.) . 

Three years later, 178 7, he m.oved 
to the forks of Green and Broad 
:rivers, in Rutherford county, where 
he purchased a large tract of lan.d 
and resum~d his agricultural pur­
stiits. He died there January ·25, 
l'i96, in his sixty-eighth year, and 
was laid to rest on the plantation. 
A few years later his faithful wife 
was placed beside him. The two soli­
tary g1·aves may be seen today on 
a gentle knoll, at a spot about three 
h1.ndred yards west of the :point 
where Green and Broad rivers unite, 
and the same distance west of the 
present Rutherford-Polk county line, 
in Polk county. Two rude stones 
mark the last resting place of this 
devoted couple. The writer recently 
made application to the War De­
partment for a Goyernment 1narker 
1.o be placed at the grave of Col. 
Jc-hn Walker. 

l\f uch more material of interest re­

garding Co 1. John Walker and his 

attivities vdll be found in Hon. Fe­

lix Walker's "Mem-oirs of a South­

ern Congressman." 
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Felix Walker. 

Felix Walker, eldest son of Col. 

John '\Valker, was born on the south 
branch of the Potomac RiverJ in 
Han1pshire cr,unty, Va., (now West 
Virginia), July 19, 1753. He attend­
ed a country school on . the Conga­
ree River, near Columbia, S. C., and 
in Burke county, N. C. He moved 
with his father to ,vhat became 
Lincoln county, N. C., and then in 
1768 to what became Rutherford 
ccn:nty. I-Ie was apprenticed as a 
1nerchant's clerk at Charleston, S. 
C., in 1769; also engaged in agricul­
tural pursuits after his return to 
Rutherford county. He, in company 

· with Hende1·scn and Boone and others 
fc,unded the settlen1ent of Boons­
bc,ro, Ky., in 1775; was clerk of the 
court of \Vashington District, (n1ost 
of "'·hich is now in the state of Tenn­
essee) in 1775 and 177G, and of t.he 
county court -of Washington county, 
(no,v in Tennessee) in 1777 and 
1778. Fought in the Revolutionary 
~nd Indian ·wars; liet:tenant in Capt. 
Richardson's co1npany in the Rifle 
Regin1ent commanded by James 
Stuger, from l\f ecklenburg county, 
N. C., in 1776; and ,vas captain of a 
cc-mpany of Hght dragoons on the 
Nolachucky River in 1776, and part 
of 1777; went as private on several 
tours of fe,v weeks each in 1778-
1779~ He was appc,inted clerk of the 
court of Pleas and Quarter sessions 
of Rutherford county, N. C., in Oct­
ol:-er 177!>, a position which he held 
t.-.ntil 1787. \Vas a member of the 
State House of Con11nons six times, 
~erving in 1792, 179!), 1800, 1801, 
1802 and 1806; resun1ed agric.ultu­
ral an<l trading pu~suits and was also 
a land speculator in IIa:rwood coun~ 
ty, v.rhere he 1·en1oved in 1808. II€ 

7 

was elected to the United States 
Congress, as a representative fro!n 
tt.e western district in 1817 and serv­
e <l three terms, or until 1823. He 
w&.s an unsuccessful candidate fot" 
re-elect1on "in 1822, being defeated 
by only a few votes. He moved t.j 
1\lississippi about 1824, and engagecI 
iP. agricultu1·al pursuits and tradins, 
and died in Clinton, Hinds county, 
n.I:ssiss:ppi, about 1828. (The ab.ove 
sk~tch is condensed from Walker's 
"Autobiography," with occasional 
nc,tes from other sources.) 

'Ihe follovring interesting incident 
regarding Felix \Valker_ is taken 
f1 on1 Arthur's ''Western North Car­
c:ina, a History, 1730-1913," (Fe­
lii.: ,valker) "was a man of gTeat 
suavity of manner, a fine electioneer. 
insomuch that he was called "'Old 
Oii Jug. . . • . • ,vhen the missouri 
Quest.ion was under discussion l\ir. 
\Valker secured the floor, when 
some in1patient men1ber asked hin1 
tc sit down and let a vote be taken. 
He refused, saying that he 1nust 
"n1ake a speech for Buncon1be," th~t 
is, for his constituents. Thus, "Bun­
l um" as it is usually spelled, has be­
come a part of our vocabulary." 

This biography of Felix W ~lk()r 
is purposely made brief, as he gives 
a detailed account of his aetivitie~ 
tl.rot:gh life in his memoirs, which 
~ppear elsewhere in connection ,vith 
t}Jis work. 

Heitman's ''Historical Register of 
Officers of the Continental Arn1y, 
1775-1783," 1914 revisal, page 565. 
gives the following: 

"Walker, Felix, (N. C.) Lieuten­
~!nt-Colonel North Carolina I\-1:ilitia 
al Kings Mountain, Octob.er, 1780.': 

No references on Kings I\.1ountsin 
battle show that ,v alker participated 
C!ther as an officer or private. He 



COL. JOHN WALKER AND FAliILY 
------------,------------------------
t~ys, "the ·wa'!" :was no,v raging io. 
its utn1ost vi_olence (1779-80). I ,v2s 
o·~·e:-asionally ,vith the "\Vh.ig or· Lib­
eral party, though took no con1mis­
slon as I n1ight have had/' Speaking 
c-f the battle of· Kings l\fountain 
\Va]k~r says: "a battle ,vas fought 
011 Kings 11 ountain 7th of 
October, 1780, where a com--­
pJete victory was ·obtained by- · the 
1-~ n1ericans, being all n1ilit:a, over the 
Br~tish regulars and Tories, com­
n1anded by ],fajor Ferguson, wh~ 
-was shot fron1. his horse, bravely ex-

. horting his men. Seven bullets went 
through his body, it is said. He was 
a brave and n1eritorious officer from 
Scotland, and it ,vas "\Yell he was 
killed to ·prevent his doing more mis­
chief." No other reference is made 
by him to that battle, vthich ,vould 
foad tQ the opm1on that he did 
not participate in that engagement. 

"John Walker, Jr. 

John Walker, Jr., the second son 
cf c~l. John Yv'!'alker, was born in 
1755, in Virginia. He ren1oved to 
North Carolina with· his father and 
continued to reside ,vith him until 
after the Revolution. 

His first service in the Revolution 
came wh~n he ,vas appointed a sec~ 

· ond lieutenant in one of the ten 
ccmpanies of llinute Men, ordered 
rsis€d in the Salisbury district, by 
tt0 Third Provincial Oongress in 
Avgust, 1775. At the same thne two 
rcg·n1c:nts of Continental troops were 
ord~red raised in North Carolina for 
·scr .. ice, and his father, John ¥lalker, 
"Nas ~ppointzd a captain in the First 
R{girr.ent. (Schenck's "North Caro­
lina, 1780-81," page 22; ,vheeler's 
"I!istorical Sketches", page 80}. 

John \Valker, Jr., was appoint{;d a 
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second Lieutenant in one of the 
f cur additional regiments of Contin• 
cntal troops ordered raised by Con• 
gress April 16,1776. _(Colonial Rec~ 
C'rds, Vol. X, page 519). 

James Reuben ,valker. 

JanH?s Reuben V{alker, third son 
of Col. John Walker, was born with­
in_ the bounds of the present county 
of Lincoln, N. C., in 1757. He lnar­
ried Sarah McI-Ierd (born in South 
c~rol.ina in 1758) in- 1784. He re­
n10ved with his father in 1768 to 
the plantation located one-half mile 
&bcve the mouth of Cane Creek and 
about one mile from Brittain church 
in Rutherford county. He was the 
only me111ber of this family of six 
patriots who served throughout tha 
War -0f Independence in the capacity 
of a private soldier. Sometime after 
the war he removed from Ruther­
ford and settled in- Burke county, 
N. C .. 

On October 24, 1832, he applied 
for a pension for his Revolutionary 
services. He was allowed a pension 
on his claim No. S. 8447, while a 
resident of Burke county. His de­
elarati;on follows: 

''In 1776 three months with 
Capt .. John Hardin's Company; 
Col. Bateman's Regiment, and 
,vent to Cross Creek against the 
Scotch-Tor"ies a little later. 
Three months in Captain Thom­
as Lytle's Com1)any, and was out 
against the Indians. 

'In 1777 Captain Hardin's 
comp~n-y ,vas out against the 
Indians, and burned some of 
their tow11s, and _took prisoners; 
length of service not stated. 
Three months in Captain Joseph 
McDowell's Company. 



COL. JOHN WALKER AND FAl\-IILY 

"In 1781 three months in Cap­
tain McFarland's Company, Col. 
Charles MeDo,vell's Regiment. 

"On his return home fro111 ser­
vice he was arrested by the Tor-, 
ies and his discharge ,vas taken 
from him." 
In 1836 he moved to Knox coun­

ty, Tennessee, vthere he died. He 
had eleven children, and among his 
<ie$cendants ,of today are nu111bered 
the Pattons, of Buncon1be; the 
Foxes; The Dorseys of Cleveland 
8nd Rutheriord; Coopers, Bettis, 
I-J C.-:nnessees and Erwins, of ~IcDo,v­
ell, Burke and Buncon1be, and Clays 
o: Rutherford and ~fcDowell, also 
the Vialkers, Russels, Foxes, Vlar­
dells, and Smiths, of Tennessee; 
'\Valkers of Kentucky; Walkers, Ad­
kins, Bogers and Collins, of District 
of Colu111bia; Walkers and Taylors, 
cf Texas; . Jones, Coons, Sturgeons, 
::..nd Brewers, of Illinois; Reeves of 
C I·~ . a .i.orn1a. 

Essential facts of the above 
sketch are gathered from "Genealo­
gy of John '\\Talker, from Ireland, 
1720, and Son1e of :His Descendants" 
c:omp'iled by Robert Walton Walker, 
cf Fort Worth, Texas. 

William W alkc:r. 

William Walker, the fourth son 
of Colonel John '\\ralker, was born 
h1 1758 in that portion of Tryon 
county which has since been for1n­
ed into Lincoln county, N. C. Heit­
nian~s "Historical Register of Officers 
of the Continental Arn1y, 1775-83", 
1914 Revision, page 566, states that 
he was a lieutenant in a con1pany in 
the Second Reghnent of Continenta! 
Troops raised in North Carolina; 
wns taken prboncr at Charleston, 
S. C., 12 l\fay 1780; exchanged 14th 

June, 1781. No date of con1mission 
is given. The Roster of Continental 
Troops from North Carolina, appear­
ing in Volume' 16, N:orth Carolina 
State Records, page 1189, shows a 
William Walker as private in Cap­
t:.&in Blount's Company of the 10th 
Rfgiment, enlisted August 3, 1779. 
It is probable that this v;as the same 
person as Lieutenant Walker, and 
t!iat he enlisted first as a private, 
and later became lieutenant, as a 
number of Continental officers were 
promoted from the ranks. .... 

State Records, Vol. 17, page ~57 
shows that he received, in 1793, 
thirty-five pounds, eight shiliings and 
t\vo pence "for Revolutionary Ser­
vice," length of serive not stated. 

Thomas Walker. 

Thomas Walker, fifth son of Col. 
John Walker ,vas born in 1759 in 
the present bounds of Lincoln 
county, N. C. He removed to Rut!1-
erf ord county ,vith his father, and 
v;as residing ·with him at the time 
cf the Revolution. He enlisted in. the 
First Regin1ent of Continental 
Troops, probably in his father's 
company, on 5th April, 177 7; con1-
P.1fasioned D. W. l\'I. GI., san1e date 
2.nd omitted Sept. 1777. His enlist­
ment period was "For Duration o.f 
,-var". (State Records, Vol. 16, page 
1180). 

The author has been unable to 
find any ·other reference to hin1 af­
ter "'nis commission- expired, however, 
it is likely that he served out his 
(lnlistment period. 

At the July 1810, session of the 
P.utht:rford county court of pleas and 
Quarter sessions a guardian was ap­
rointed for his minor son. This 
wculd indjcate that Thomas \Valker 



COL. JOHN \VALKER AND FAM:ILY 

6ied sometime between April 
July, 1810. 

Joseph Walker. 

and given by Heitman, in his "Historical 
Register of Officers of the Contin­
ental Army, 1775-1783," page 565, 

Joseph Walker, sixth son of Col. 
John Walker, "ras born in what is 
r.ow Lincoln co1..-rnty, N. C., in 1760, 
and re111oved with his father to Ruth­
er£ ord county, where he ·was resid-­
ing when the storm of the Revolu­
tion broke. 

His first service in the war. for 
independence ,vas in 1776. He was 
appointed a firs~. lieutenant in one 

. of the independent companies au­
thorized by Congress on April 29, 
1776, for defense of the coastal 
towns of North Carolina ( Colonial 
Records. Vol. 10, page 546). 

His record . in the Revolution is 

as follows: 
"Captain, 7th N. C., 28th Noye1n­

ber, 1776 omi,'tt.ed 1st January 
1778." 

Volume 16, page 1185, State Rec-
01·ds, gives identically the same in­
f orn1ation as is contained in Heit­
man's statement. The same record 
appears again in the Colonial RE:c­
ords, Vol. 10, page 949. 

While Joseph Walker was ex­

tremely young to hold a· position of 

su<!h trust and responsibility, it ,vas 

d(•ubtless through the influence of 

hfa: father that he secured the con-:.-
n·dssi on. 

Coat-of-arms of one Brancl1 of the Walker Fa1nily. Loaned through 
courtesy of Robert \Valker, of Fort ,·vorth, "fexas. 
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Men1oirs of Felix ·walker 
(This transcript from the origi­

nal manuscript of Hon. Felix Walker,· 
written in 1826, is officially presented 

by per-mission of Mrs. Estelle Tri­
d:.ell~ Oltrogge, of Jacksonville, Fla., 
a great-great-granddaughter of Con­
gressman Walker.) 

In attempting to give a history or 
biography of our ancestors, I cannot 
look back and avail n1yself of emi­
nent family distinct.ions · as others 
may do and have a right to do; hon­
est poverty appears to be the lot of 
our •inheritan<!e. 

The only hon-0rable Utle we can 
claim by birthright, on ,vhich I can 
proceed with certainty, ~!though we 
might have a claim on the merits of 
George ,v alker, a dissenting clergy­
m~n ,Yho distinguished himself in the 
wars of J{ing J an1cs, in Ireland, a• 
~out the year 1690, 'in saving the city 
of Derry, by his valor and stratagem~ 
when it was thought all ,vas lost 
when besieged by the King's troops. 

From t...11.e infonnation afforded by 
my father!' and what I could collect 
from an old and resp cc table citizen, 
111·. William Smart, ( an elder of '!-the 
ch~rch in Rutherford county, North 
Carolina, now deceased) relative to 
our f arnily descent, states that my 
grandfather, John Walker, ,vas an ....... 
er.r!igrant frc1n Ireland about the 
year 1720, settled in the state of 
Dd:rware about or near a sn1all town 
ca1led Appaquininu~y, 1:vcd and died 
in that State, was buried in a church 
caBed Back Cre2k church on Bohe­
n:b. River. 

I passed the church in my travelc; 
tr.rough that country in the year 
1 796. l\.Ir. Sn1art. related that my 
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grandfather Walker was a plain, hon­
est man ( a f arn1er), in ?noderate 
circumstances, of upright characte!', 
and respectable in his standing. Ile, 
J\1r. Sma1-t, n1ade one or two crops 
with him when a young man. Vl e 
must suppose he died in the meri­
ciian of life. He left two sons and 
three daughters◄ The eldest son, 
Thomas, died young; my father, the 
youngest, was bound to the cooper'a 
trade, and followed it •some years 
within n1y recollection after he had 
a family. 

One of my father's sisters 1narried 
a man by the na1ne of Hun1phreys, 
father of Colonel Ralph Hun1phreys, 
·who died at or near Natchez about 
thirty years past, the father of Geo. 
Humphreys, who lives in that coun­
ty. One sister married Benjan1in 
Gruble (Grubb?), a respectable 
farmer of Pennsylvania, but remov­
ed to South Carolina. and died there. 
The other sister 1narrietl Colonel 
Joseph Curry, settled about five miles 
belo,v Colun1bia on the Congaree 
River. I was boarded there to school 
in the year 1764, at eleven years 
o!d. The school house stood on the 
s:te where Granby is now situated. 
lt was then nearly a wilderness, a 
sandy desert, and 30 thinly inhabited 
that a school could scarcel~T be n1ade 
_t.p, and now a consid.erable comn1er­
cial town. 

l\Iy father, John Walker, after his 
freedon1 from apprenticeship, went 
up the country as an adventurer, 
~ettled on the south branch of the 
Pcton1ac •in Ha111pshire counly, Vir­
~·inia. Being a new country and game 
f,1enty, he becan1e a hunter of the 
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.first order, famous in that profession, 
in which -he practiced nearly to the 

end of his life. He ,vas with Ge-neral 
Washington in Braddock's Ar1ny in 
the year 1755.j Previous to that time 
he n1a1Tied my mother, Elizabeth 

Watson, of a good fa111i1y from Ire­
land, by whom he had seven sons, 
no daughters. I was the eldest, bo1·n 
n"ineteenth day of July, 1753. The 
names of bis sons after my own 
were John, J·ames, Thomas, . Joseph, 
G'eorge and ~Ta.cob. I like to have 
forgotten William '\\"ho was the eighth 
son, although the fourth in succes­
sion, and only no,v li~ring ('\Villiam, 
Jacob and myself). After Braddock';; 
def eat, whicb happened on the ninth 
day of July, 1755, t11e country ex­
posed to the depredation of the In­
dians and in continual jeopardy, my 
father ren1oved to North Carolina, 
settled in Lincoln county on Le~ 
Creek, about ten 111iles east of the 
village of Lincolnton, ,vorked at his 
trade and hunted for his livelihood 
according to the custom of the times: 
game ,Yas then in abundance. 

About this time the Cherokees, a 
powerful and war-like nation of ·In­
dians, broke out and murdered son1e 
of the inhabitants on the frontier. 
H~ went out as a volunteer against 
the Indians, joined the ar1ny fron1 
South Carolina, under Colonel Grant, 
a Scotch officer, marched ..nn to the 
Cherokee nation (a battle was 
fought at Es ti ton, a town on T(\nn­
essee River about fifty n1iles distant 
from n1y own 1·csidence) in the fn11 
of 1762. Colonel Grant wus there 
repulsed ,vith con~iderablc loss, yet 
in the event, the Indians were ptl.r­
tia1ly st: bducd and n1ade pe2ct!, for 
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a tin1e. It did not continue long; the 
war broke the year after. 

On h"is retutn il'om the expedition 
he purchased a beautiful spot of land 

• 011 Crowder's Creek, about four 
miles from Kings liountain, in the 
same county, and removed there in 
the- fall of 1763, being then a fresh 
~art; he cultivated some land and 
raised stock in abundance and I can 
il1en remember that my mother an,1 
her assistants n1ade as much butter in 
one summer as purchased a negro 
won1an in Charlestown. My father 

• 
hunted and killed deer in abundance 
and maintained his fan1ily on wild 
nLcat in style. I rem~mber he kept 
me following him on horse to carr!i 
the venison until I was weary ci 
the business, ,vhich also gave n1e a 
taste for the forest. He r. sided ou 
Crowder Creek until the year of 
1768 the range- began to break and 
t]ie game not so plenty, his ardor for 
range and game still continued. He 
purchased a tract of land of four hun­
dred aeres from one, Moses i:toore, a. 
b~other hunter for one doubloon, 
,vhich at this time could not be pu1·­
chased for five thousand dollars, such 
the rap"id increase of the value of 
l~nd in half a century. This is th~ 
fa.rm and plantation at the mouth 
of Cane Creek ( or second Bro~d 
River) in Rutherford county, settled 
by my father in 1768, on ,vhich he 
resided until he raised his fan1ily 
1:ntil they were all grown, nnd on 
pnrt of said tract I lived for seven­
tc·en years, and had six children born, 
Betsie \Vatson, Elvh·a, F,elix IIa1np­
ton, Joseph, ,Jeft\ rson and l5abella. 

In the year of 1787 my father 1·e-
1rovcd to the 1nouth of Green River 
h-t the san1c county (about ten n1iles 
distant) where he lived until he died 
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· on the twen~y-fifth of January, 1796, 
in the sixty-eighth year of his age; 
left that valuable inheritance of land 
in the forks of Green and Broad 
River to his youngest son, Jacob 
,valker, who lives on it to this day. 
l\'Iy mother died on Easter Sunday 
in April, 1808, about the age of 75, 
and buried by the side of n1y fat her 
in the family burying ground on the 
plantation. I trust she was a good 
wonian and gone to rest. 

My father bore several con1n1is­
sions under the old government; ·was 
•colo.nel-commaridant and judge ot 
the court for 1nany years in the coun­
ty of Ru~herfonl, but on the com.-
1Hence111ent of the Revolutionary ,var 
}1e resigned all his comn1issions, both 
lo~al and 1n'i1itary, and united his 
interests and effo1·ts in defense of his 
country against the oppressions of 
the British government and was a 
1nen1ber of the First (Third) Public 
Convention held in North Carolina 
at Hillsboroug·h in July (August) 
1775, on the Revolution of the Amer­
ican States. I was with him at that 
place. He took an early and decided 
part in that ,var, was appointed a 
regular offic-er in the Continental 
1! 1. rr y. liis grown sons were all ac­
tive in that war in defense of their 
counti·y Ile ,vas in person a man 
of slender habit, full of energy and 
swift on foot; a sua,·ity in his man­
ners that was graceful and attrac­
tive, and a cultivated understanding ., 
for his tin1es and his day, and fJroper 
enthusiast in his friendship. Among 
nJy acquaintances I knew no man of 
a more liberal, hospitable and bene­
volent disposition (even to a fault) 
which often proved injurious to his 
recun"iary circun1stances, but have 
thought 11e was wanting in that cool, 
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deliberate, calculating faculty r.o 
necessary in all the occurences of 
lffe, to balance the scale of our ex­
ist~nce; yet he maintained such a 
consistency . of character as insured 
him the confidence and friendship of 
society through life and left a good 
reputation and inheritance to his 
children. This is a narrative of our 
ancestors down to the present gen­
eration so far as my information ex­
tends. 

When I proceed to relate the 
1·eminiscences of my o,vn desultory 
waik through life, variable as the 
,vinds that incessantly charge through 
the ahnosphere, I blush to 1·ecord 
the working of the needle in the 
compass of my mind ,vhich has play­
ed and vibrated in every direction, 
like the fool's eyes to the ends of 
the ~arth. A 1·estless and enterp1·is­
ing anxiety was my constitutional 
m•isfortune, ·which in my later years 
I 1nost sensibly see and feel, and has 
lost n1e half a life-time of repent­
a~ce, and, to speak comparatively, 
ten thousand disappointn1ents. But t_o 
do the same justice to myself, an,J 
that I ,vould to others, can acquit 
myself on the ground that my irre­
gularities -,vere entirely and exclu­
sively n1y own, and, on the most 
scrupulous and strict ex8.mination~ I 
cannot charge myself in any of my 
transactions through life, "intention• 
ally with n1alice or fraud afore­
trought, of doing injury or injustice 
to my fellowman-~ Honesty, truth and 
irtegrity has been n1y guiding or 
pc-lar star through all the vicissitudes 
of n1y variable and checkered life. 

At the age of sixteen my father 
bound n1e to a· 1ncrchant in- Charlcs­
t0,vn (I\Ir. George Parker, an Eng­
lish gentleman of high standing in 
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trade) for 5 years. He had three pre-
tices of/ very singular names, one 
Ney 1\1:lly Stuckings, one Atlard 
Belin, and n1yself, 14,elix ,v a.Iker (the 
youngest}. He used to boast that he 
had three young n1eh of such singu­
lar nan1es none· such to be found in 
the city of Charlcsto,vn in one house, 
e'ither for nan1e or service. I was 
highly gratified with my mode of life, 
,\.·ell approved by my master, car­
c.ssc d by my 111istress, ,vho treated n1e 
\Vith the sympathy and kindness of 
a child. I lived most de1ightf ully for 
a ti1ne ,vhile the novelties of the city 
arrested my n1ind and occupied my 

&ttention. 
At length those pleasures began 

to lag and I became weary and sat­
iated ·with the continual sameness 
vf the ~ity. l\Iy restless and anxious 
propensities began to prevail and I 
th·rsted and sighed for those plea­
sur .:s that variety afforded. S01ne 
rrore than a year aft.er being bounl, 
1 solicited 1ny 1naster to give me up 
my indentr.res and permit n1e to go 
'ho1ne fer a time, under pro111ise to 
return and serve out n1y apprentice­
ship. This he absolutely and pron1pt­
ly refused, saying he could not, nor 
would not do without me; n1y f ath­
er's and my own acquaintance in ,, 
the country brought in a great cus-
tom At length my father corning 
tc- t0wn, I renewed iny solic:tation~.; 
tv go ho:i:ne and through the influence 
of my father, and he ~cc ing 1 wa.'5 
d::tcrn1ined to go, he kt me off with 
~eemingly great rclt.:ctancc. In thi~ 
I belhve 111y father comntit.ie<l an 
(:t"ror in taking n1e away. He ou~~ht 
t'> have compelled me to bus•incss, 
and I have since thought that hm 
1nuch indulgence to a e:hild, parti­
c(vhrrly in t!H~ rise or dawn of life, 

fa the greatest injury we can do to 
them. I have experienced something 
of this in n1y own family. 

Dur~ng my residence· ln Charles­
town in the Christiuas of 1769 I 
heard the celebrated Dart Whitefield 
preach with great power. Ile was th,~ 
greatest a,vakening preacher that 
perhaps e·ver filled the sacred desk. 
1-Ie had n1ost crowded congregations.I 
felt the power of the a\vakenin!; 
spirit under his preaching but it 
~oon went off! 

On rnlr return l1ome my rather put 
me to work on the farn1, which did 
not well accord with my feelings. Yet 
I subn1itted and worked faithfully 
for a while. I applied· myself to mu­
sic, for which I l1ad a predon1inaut 
taste, and soon acquired a great pro­
ficiency in perfor1ning on the violin 
(then called a fiddle) in which I 
c-xcelled and a!though accustomed to 
frolic, I cotild never learn to dance. 
l\,ly fath€r, discovering I had neither 
inclination or capacity for a farm­
er. he put 1ne to school to Doctor 
J oscph Dobson of · Burke County, 
fro1n who1n I received the best edu­
cation I have ever been in posse.ssion 
of, although no more than the com­
n.on EngEsh, so-calhd. I rtturned 
front school in less than a year and 
Uved at home nearly two years with­
rut much restraint, yet I obeyed 1ny 
f ~ther and mother with the greatest 
pur:·ctuality, br.t at the san1e tizne 
living according to the course of this 
\vorl<l, fulfilling my desires of the 
f:esh ~nJ of the 111ind and of tr.e 
vanities of life with the greatest 
~vi<lity. At length, becoming weary 
of so limited a circle, I solicited my 
ft!lhtr to suffer me to go to Ken-
1 t.:cky (which was then called Lou­
\'izy) with Colonel Richard Hender-
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son, who h_ad n1ade a purchase of 
that eountry from the Cherokee In­
dians.· Ile consented, and according 
n1y father and myself set out to a 
treaty held for that purpose, on the 
\Vatauga in the n1onth of February 
1775, ,vhere ,ve met with Colonel 
l-f e:nderson and the Ind'ians in treaty. 
I there saw the celebrated Incliar1 
Chfof called .A.tticuliaculla-in our 
tongue "the little carpenter." He was 
n very small man and said to be then 
ninety years of age and had the 
character of being the greatest poli-

. tician (:Ver known in the Cherokee 
nation. He "'as sent as an agent or 
r,~enipotentiary fron1 his nation to 
En:g!and and dined ,vith K•ing George 
the Second ,vith the nobility, so I heard 
hfan declare in a public oration de-
1:vered at the treaty. He ,vas an 
eloquent orator and graceful speaker 
ill his ·Indian ,vay. The name of 
''Little Carpenter" was given him 
by si111ilitude. The Ind'ians s~id he 
would n1odify and connect his poli­
tical views so as to make every joint 
fit to its place as a white carpenter 
can do in wood. You may find his · 
name mentioned in Ween1's "Life 
·of General Marionl' 

'rhe treaty bzing finisbed and a 
:rurcl1ase made, there assoc"iated and 
<.:c-llcctt~d together about thirty n1cn. 
l\Ir. V{illiam T\vitty with six men 
nnd n1yself ,vere from Rutherford; 
the others a 1nisce1l::rr:eous collection. 

,v e rendezvoused at the Long Is--Janel in liolstein. Colonel Daniel 
l3oone was our leader and pilot. Nev­
er wa5 a <;o!i.'1p:n1y of more cheerful 
n11d a1·dent spirits set out to find a 
r.e,v country. \V <: proceeded and 
traveled, cutting our way through a 
,vi1derness of nt~r three hundred 
miles, until we arrived within about 
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twelve miles of Kentucky Uivar 
when, on the twenty-fifth of l\Iarch, 
1775, we ,vere fired on by the Indians 
while asleep in our camp; l\fr. Twitty 
rnd his negro n1an killed, n1yself 
badly ,vounded, the eo1npany despon-

. dent and discouraged. \Ve contin­
ued th~re for twelve days. I was car­
ried in a litter between two horse~ 

· to the bank of the Kentucky 1·iver, 
where we stopped and made a sta­
tion a:pd cailed it Boon:$borough. I 
well recollect it was a "liek''. A 
vast 11u1ube1· of buffnlo€s moved oft 
on our appearance. I sa\v son1e run­
ning, son1e lo1Jing and some walking 
c:uietly ~.s if they had been driven. 
It was ca!cu!ated there ,vere near 
two hundred. 

Eut let n1e not forget, nor nevet 
shall forget, the kindness, tenderness 
and syn1pathy shown me by Colonel 
Daniel Boone-. He was n1y father, n1y 

physician and my friend; attended 
n1e, cured n1y wounds, consoled me 
it, my distress and fostered 111e as 
hi~ o,vn child. He is no more, ha$ 
gone to rest, but let me pay n1y tr,i-­
bute of g1·atitude to his men1ory and 
his ashes. 

In a fe,v days after we had fixed 
ot:r residence, Co1011e! Richard Ilen­
cerson, Colone! Luttrell and Colo­
nel Slaughter (fron1 Virginia) arriv­
Pd with about fifteen 111en, who stat­
iC'nfd ,vith us. This addition, our 
cc-mpany consisted of about fifty 
men, well arn12d with good rifle~. Col­
C>nel I-Ienderson, being proprietor, act_ 
ec! as governor, o'rganized a govern­
mrnt. '\Ve <!lccted n1embers, conYcn­
cd an assembly, formed a Constitu­
tion, passed some laws regulating our 
civilization Ever atten11>ted in thnt 
little con1munity. This assen1bly wa~ 
h0ld about the beginning of l\Iay, 
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1775. This was the first feature of 
flourishing and enlightened state now 
c&Iled Kentucky. 

From the recent occurences of s~ 
unexpeeted au event, 1ny friend and 
protector, lir. Twitty, taken dead 
fro111 my side, myself deeply ,vound. 
ed without n1uch expectation of re­
cov~ry, brought n1e to solemn 1·eflec­
t'ions ihould 1 be taken off, ,vhat 
would be my destination in the world 
to come. I could make no favorable 
calculations as to n1y future happi­
ness. Under these impressions I was 
in-d~ed excited to n1ake every possi-
1'1e exertion to meet death, prayed 
n1uch and for1ned soleran resolutions 
to amend my life by repentance 
should I be spared; but on n1y recov­
ETY, n1y .feelings wearing off, and my 
duties declining, I gradually slided 
back to my forr.r.1er courses and pur­
sued my pleasures w'ith the greatest 

. , -.. 
~VHU ... y. 

Such is the instability of all hu­
n1an resolutions and legal repen-­
tance, no J>Ower on earth can change 
the heart but the omnipotent pow­
er of the grace of Almighty God. 
During the tin1e we were there ,vc 
lived without bread or salt .In sum- -
mer, perhaps in July, my wound::; 
t.,eing healed, although very feeble, 
I was able to sit on horseback by 
l dng l~ftE:.d up. I s~t out. in con1pany 
~.•.-ith ii 2ssrs Decker and Richur<l Ho­
g:in and returned by the ,vay w~~ 

can1! to \Vatauga, a dungerous 
route. It was a n1erciful Providence 
that pre.served us fron1 being killed 
l,y the Indians, who were then in 
cpen hostilities with all the adven­
turers to Kentucky. However, we ar-­
rived safe to Colonel Robinson on 
\Vatauga, and fron1 there in a few 
days I returned to 1ny iathcr's in 

Rutherford. I lived at home about 
tr.ree months, ,vhen that sp'irit of 
novelty began to prevail. I wished 
to be moving, but "?hat course to 
pursue '\vas un.detern1ined. At length 
concluded to go to Watauga (Th1s 
river is a brancl1 of IIolstein, heads 
up in the 1nountains opposite t.o Ashe 
County, in N. C.,) where I had foru1-, 
eJ son1e acquaintances, on n1y way 
to Kentucky. And no,v being 111y own 
n•an (but with the consent of n1y 
fatper) I set out in October '75, 
~r!<i arrived at Col. Charles Robin .... -· stn's in a few days, being about 
1:inety miles. 

The country being newly settled, 
ii? a short time they organized a 
county and called it ,v ashington. · I 
was appointed Clerk of the Court. 
It was then a county or district of 
self-government, not incorporated in 
the state of North Carolina until 
~ome years after. It ,vas then taken 
in by Act of Assembly and so remain­
eel until it was ceded to Congress in 
1789, and since a part· of t11e state 
cf Tennessee. This was U1e first 
court ever organized in that section 
of the ,vestcrn country. I continued 
in this office for nearly four years. 

The war of the Revolution com­
mencing about this tin1e, I.. consider• 
ed it a favo1·able opportunity, a fine 
theatre, <.'n which to distinguish my­
:;elf as :t young 1nan and patriot in 
defense oi my country. 

Accordingly I went to l\Ieckkn­
ct:rg county, nnd 111eeting with som(> 
recruiting officers, by the reconnnen-­
cfotion of General Thotnas Polk (fa~'.1-
er of Col. ,vnliam Polk of Raleigh) 
I was appointed Lieutenant. in Capt. 
Richardson's con1pany in the Rifi~ 
R<'giment, con1nu1ndcd by Jaine:; 
Sh:ger (then a Colonel) and was 
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there furnished with money for the 
recruiting .service. ,I ~eturned to 
Watauga and on my way through­
cut that eountry I recruited my full 
proportion of men and marched them 
to Charlestown in 1':t:ay, 1776, joined 
the Reginient, and was stationed on 
James Island-. 

Sir Peter Parke1· with his whole 
fleet arrived in the bay while we 
were stationed on the Island. General 
Lee arrived in Charlestown and took 
con1mand of the troops, but did not 
tarry long; he went on to Savannah 
t-o assist the Americans against the 
British and Indians, and to regu_late 
the troops. Sir Peter Parker com-
manded an attack on Fort l\f oultrie 
vn Sullivan's Island on the twenty­
eighth of June 1776, ·was repulsed 
with loss of two British n1en-of-w.ar 
and a nu1nber of men; did not suc­
ceed in the Teduction of Charles­
town . 

. The war now J:>ecoming general 
through the American provinces, the 
British $timulating the Indians on 
the frontiers, the Cherokees bre.ak-­
ing out and murdering the inhabi­
tants of Watauga and Holstein., 
where my property and interests lay, 
I was constra•ined to resign my com­
mission, contrary to the· wish of the 
c!:'mmandi~g officer, and return 
h<'me to engage against the Indians 
in the defense of my property a1-,.d ,, 
country. 

I was appointed to a eommand of 
a company of Light Dragoons to 
range on the frontiers, was station­
ed at Nolachucky for a year and pre­
vented the Indians from making any 
depredations on the inhabitants. 

The war subsiding ,vith the In­
dians, I returned to Watauga,- attend­
ed to the duties of my office as clerk 
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of the court. Having experienced 
some of bit.ters with the sweets 
of life, I became more local in my. 
disposition. Thinking it necessary· to 
become a citizen of the world, in its 
utmost latitude, concluded to marry. 

Accordingly, I was married to Su­
san Robinson, a beautiful girl of 
fifteen on the 8th of January, 1778, 
daughter of Col. Chas Rob·nson 
(where I had resided for three ::~ars . . 
past). In Mar~h ensuing, my wifi.: 
and self paid a visit to my father in 
Rutherford, designed to spend the 
~un1mer. On the 28tli of June, my 
dear girl had a itiscarriage, which 
terminated her existence. She died 
on the 9th day of July, 1778, six 
n1onths after our marriage. 

This was the n1ost momentous and 
e·ventful year in ,vhich I lived, 
through the whole period of my life. 
I ,vas so shocked and in1pressed "·ith 
so unexpected an event, that my 
mind was almost lost. Absorbed in 
grief almost unsupportable, I ielt 
so deeply afflicted that I thought all 
n:y prospects of happ•iness were bur­
ied with the woman I loved. How·­
ever, happy for man, that in cases of 
the most deep and deplorable af­
fliction, the constitution of our na­
ture affords some resources for re­
covery, and finds his way from un-
1Elr the most pressing calamities; 
but as excess of any kind is not in­
tended to last, after some time I be­
gan to collect my scattered faculties 
a.nd realize what would have be€11 
the consequence had I been 
cslled off in place of her that was 
gone, and although it is no,v 48 
:}ears since (1826) that melancholy 
scene, yet I tremble .as I "''Tite when 
I consider the goodness and merci­
ful forbearance of Almighty God in 
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sparing me to this day, who am a 
sinner, through all the vicissitudes 
and vanities of life which I have been 
destined to fill. To Him be the praise 
forever, under the alarm of so feel­
ing a dispensation, I became serious­
ly and solemnly impressed with 
tnighty coneern for my own salvation. 

Reflecting on my past lif-e, I 
found that I bad been traveling front 
J;rusalem to Jericho, had lived 1n :t 

state of sin and rebellion against 
God, ungrateful of his goodness, and 
trampled his n1ercies under my feet. 
l resolved · to reform and turn fron1 
my wicked ways and be a good 
Christian, and so ignorant was I 
that I though all was in my own 
pvwe1· with my good intentions; and 
hut endeavoring to obtain forgive­
ness for all my sins through the n1er­
its of the Redeemer (delusive hope) 
,vhich I fear thousands are carried 
2,vay on the quicksands of the'ir own 
confidence .. 

In this resolution I was serious 
and determined.. Accordingly, I read 
DiY Bible, prayed n1uch, abstained 
from every evil as I could avoid, de­
<"1ined corrupt company, was sober 
and reserved in my manners an:! 
morals, and so continued until I 
thought I was not only an almost, 
but a real Christian indeed, and in 
truth so I ·was settled on the fatal 
rock of,self-righteousness, that when 
the rain descended and the wind 
bJew and beat upon it, it fell and 
great was the fall; indeed, it swept 
away the refuge of lies; but glory, 
honor and praise be to Him who sits 
on the throne, and to the lan1b for­
ever and forever. 

I was not suffered to rest on so 
fatal a delusion; the Lord by his 
spirit cautioned me that all I ha\'"e 

l:,E-en doing was as filthy rags and 
then the commandment and sin re4 

newed and the purity and e>..~ent o~ 
the law was discovered to my mind 
with irresistible force, and I was 
constrained to say "what shall I do 
to be saved?" The spirituality or 
Divine Law was as a piercing sword 
i~ my back, with · condemning pow­
e:t 

This produced a deep sense- of the 
cepravity of my nature and pollu .. 
tion of my heart, and my utter in­
ability to save myself by the utmo~t 
exertions of my moral powers. In 
this deplorable and depressed situa­
tion, almost to desperation, I re­
n1ained for a t.ime in inexpressibl-t 
;1nguish of spirit, until it pleased 
the Almighty in His mercy to dis­
c:cver to my mind the way of salva­
tion by faith in Jesus Christ as ~ 

R~deemer and Savior for lost sin­
r .. ers, sueh as I found myself to be, 
~nd at a certain time on a certain 
dsy, which was Sunday, I received 
power to believe in His Name and 
obtain pardon for n1y sins to n1y in­
expressible joy and comfort.. It ap­
peared to me indeed that old things 
·were don.-e away, and all things be-
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cc,me ne,v, or as if I 
ht!.d really been born in a 
new world, for which may I be en­
abled to praise Him through the 
ages of -eternity; so confident wa.s 
I at that season of happiness, that 
! did then believe that all men on 
earth and all devils in hell coulc1 
through their insinuations never 
prevail on me to do what I have since 
don-e; but since that period my 
cc urse through life has been such 
n1edley of inconsistencies. 

Could 1 write in tears of blo"d 
the many failures, backslidings and 
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self indulgences of which I have 
suffered myself to be the victim, I 
could not describe the heartfelt in­
quietudes I have experienced as tht:?· 
consequences; _and in truth confes'3 
that sinning and repenting has fill­
e:ci up the mEascre of my days, ,vhich 
I lament and deplore before Hin1 

: that knows my heart, and regret with 
th(' deepest sensibility that I was 
not more faithful and v.ratchful and 
g1·ace-given and not per1nit.ted the 
c-ld traitor without, con1bined with 
1ny own traitorous within, to place 
me on the · dark mountains of un­
belief, and lef.t, me neither the plea­
st11·es of a saint or sinner; but thanks 
be to Him that. opens and no man can 
sJ-~ut, who did not entirely abandon 
and forsake me in that state of 
cioubl~ rebellion, but · gave 1ne such 
intimations of His Grace as enabled 
n1e to maintain a habitual disposi-

. tion to press for,\"ard through fears 
,vithout and fightings within, and 
often times like a lost sheep wander­
ing on dangerous ground, has brought 
n1e back to the fold again, and by 
1he grace of God I am what I am. 

As thi!3 narrative of n1y passage 
through life n1ay be read by my 
children while I am mingling with 
the dust I have trodden for 73 yea1·s, 
I have been more copious on the 
experimental part (for their encour-
2gement), that if any of them should 
travel the san1e thorny road I solemn­
ly warn the1n of the danger of de­
viating fron1 the narrow path of 
re~titude of virtue and religion 
Not to wander on foreign and for­
bidden ground. 

The ,vages of sin is death, and be 
v.ssu1·ed a n1an's sin will find hin1 out. 
If they have been the chief· of sin-
11ers, so an1 I; if they are backslid-
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ers, so have I been; if they are 
str~ggling and · striving for· victory 
over a corrupt heart and degenerate 
nature, so am I, at this time, and 
have a hope that through the broad 
righteousness of our Great Redeen1-
er's merits, I shall in the end arrive 
on the shores of a happy immortality; 
and (oh! transporting thought) if 
the father and mother, sons and 
daughters, would be par~icipants '>f 
that happy region, what a happy con­
~o1ation beyond expression to be 
found worthy. 

"With rapturous ·awe on Him 
to gaze, who taught the light 
for me, 

And shout and wonder at 
His Grace through all eterni­
ity." 
If this be read ,vit.h the same in­

terest and feeling with which it fa 
written, I trust it will not lose its 
effect. 

Having given a concise view of my 
tin1es so far, I return to the narra­
tive as it relates to my further prog­
ress through life. 

I continued at my father's as S\ 

home for about sixteen n1onths un­
'-~er the pressure of a wounded ar,d 
broken spirit, rather in a state of 
c!espondeuey, spending my time ,\·ith­
<>t:t much effect. The war now· 
raging in its utmost violence, I wa:o 
c.tcasionally ,vith the Whig or Lib­
erty party, though took no commi5-
dons as I might have had. The coun­
t~ of Rutherford was at this tim~ 
stricken off from Tryon, and made 
a new county. I was appointed Clerk 
of Court 1n October 1779, which 
brought me into business. 

After some tin1e, my spirits be­
g-an to revh·e and gradually emanci­
pate me from under my drooping sit-
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1: &.tion, and viewing myself as a young 
u .. an and must travel through life 
1.•11 some, ground, thought it best t . 
n:arry and become a citizen of the 
world once more .. Aecordingly, after 
some pr(:1in1inary acquaintance, I 
,vas n1arried to Isabella Henry on 
the 10th of January, 1780, in the 
27th year of my age and the 17th 
of hers, a daughter of William Hcn-
1:y, Esquire, of York, Soutll Caro­
lina. l\Ir. Henry was a reputable cit­
izen, a plain, honest, reputable char­
seter; '\Vas· a member of the Legis­
fa tu1·e, and was one of the first set­
tlers in the frontiers of the Caro­
linas. He raised a reputable family 
cf sons, all of whom took an active 
part in.· the Revc~a:rt'ionary War; Jf 
a decided 1nilitary cnaracter, in­
vincible courage, feared no danger, 
and alwayis ready for the most event-
ful enterprise. 

Grandfather Henry (it is assert­
t:d) was descended f1·on1 a wealihy 
family in Ireland, the only son of his 
father, who possessed a large es­
tate. His mother dying young, his 
father married a second wife, ar:d 
he not liking so ,vell his next moth­
er> eloped from his father about 1g 
years of age, · came to America and 
never returned to ask f:-;r his heredit-
8ry inheritanee. He settled in A~­
gusta county, in Virginia, there n1ar­
rif d your grandmother Isabella lic­
K own, of a good f amity. Aly ac .. 
quaintance ,,ith her enables n1e to 
<-av she was a woman of the first .... 
cl~ss in her tin1e and her day. Sh~ 
died about the age of 56. ~fr. Hen­
ry ren1cved to Carolina about 7 5 
o!" 80 years past, and resided in 
York District, South Carolina, fo1· 

65 •"earQ and died at thE: advanced. ,.., .... , 
r.ge of 102 years, a complete cen-

tury, which one in ten thousand nev­
C't' arrives t0i. Thus you have a trans­
ient account of both the paternal 
ann maternal line of your ancestors. 
so far as my information extends; 
i:11t have something m-ore to relate as 
1·espects my further progress through 
this world, where woods and wild 
promiscuous shoot, and gard€ns 
1t:mpting ,vith forbidden fruit. 

I was highly gratified in my second 
nui.rriage, happy in the woman of n1y 
ero:ce, and believe I could not ha,·e 
Eeleeted a better had. I traveled and 
traveled till this day. I resided at 
my father's and father-in-law's al­
ternatively for a while; no place a 
~<'me, but in can1pt the War beinc. 
s:o severe and Tories all around. 
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Charleston, S. C., was taken by 
the British the 12th of May, 178u, 
nfter which· temporary victory and 
encouraged by the Tories they ad­
vanced up the country with tha 
greatest rapidity, overran the coun­
try in the frontiers of No:rtb and 
Scuth Carolina. ~Iyself with many 
others were con1pelled ·to - retreat 
(.ver the n1ountains to Watauga and 
Holstein •in Tennesse for refuge. r 
tcok my wife and property with me, 
ar.d had to take a circuitous route 
by the head of Yadkin River through 
the Flour Gap, by New River to the 
head of Holstein do,vn to Watauga 
in \Vashington County, Tennessee, 
~"aiting there the events of the ,var. 
At length an arn1y of volunteers 
from the ,v estern ,vaters, under the 
ccnur.and of Cols. Campbell, Shelley 
~Shelby), Sevier and Cleveland, 
marched through the 111ountain~:­
j<'ined a few militia from North and 
Sc.uth Carolina, under t.he con1n1and 
cf Col. \Villiams and Col. Ham-. 
bright. A battle was fought on 
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Kings Mountain 1st (7th) of October 
l 780, where a eomplete victory ,vas 
~btained hY: the Americans, being all 
niilitia, over the British Regulars, 
2nd Tories, command by l!aj or Fer­
guson, ·who ,vas shot from his horse, 
bravely exhorting his men. Seven 
bullets went through bis body, it was 
s2id. H.e was a brave and merito,:­
ious officer from Scotland, and it 
was well he was killed to prevent hls 
loing more mischief. 

In February (January) following, 
the battle of -the "Cowpens" wa.~ 
fc-ught, and a con1plete victory gain­
ca by our troops commanded byGen. 
i\forgan over Col. Tarlton and hi~ 
lt·gions of horse and regulars. These 

· two victories were a decisive blo,v 
tc, the British arms in that section 
of the Country, and the same fatali­
ty pursued them. throughout the re­
mainder of the War, until Cornwal­
li~- was taken at little York in Vir­
ginia, ,vhich ,vas the last battl~ 
fo"tght between the Americans and 
British in the Revolutionary War. 

In April, 1781, I returned to 
Rutherford, built a cabin on my 
father's land at the mouth of Cane 
Creek. Betsy was born in Septembe1·, 
1782'-· I re1noved in a year to the 
mouth of Green River, settled, culti­
v2ted my farm and at.tended to the 
ciuties of my office as Clerk of Court 
there resided to the year 1787. 
These five years ,vere n1y halcyo11 
days, the millenium of my life. I 
gathered property, lived comfortable 
with n1y little family, in friendship 
with the world and generally at 
peace with myself. 

B·ut, alas, my restless propensity 
which I fondly hoped was abated, 
, as only s1un1bering to rouse with 
double solic'itude. A dazzling pros-

pect of the Western country pre­
sented to my view the ten thousand 
advantages that I might acquire, 
,vith such irresistible force, that I 
resigned my office with a fixed reso­
lution to remove there in a fe,v 
nionths. 

''Fond man the vision of a 
moment made 

Dream of a dream and shad­
ow of a shade. "-Younge. 

' This was 'tne greatest error I ever 
cc.,n1n1itted in my temporal transac­
tions through life. I had considerable 
p.roperty, owed nothing and resi~n­
t·d an office worth $1,000 per an­
num. Col. Lewis, in whose favor I 
resigned office, made a fortune 
worth $50,000 in thirty years. But 
being providentially prevented ( as 
I believe) from going to the West, 
I went down to York District, lived 
there one year, 1790, returned to 
Rutherford, purchased a part of my 
father's old plantation at the mouth 
of Cane creek, settled and lived 
there 17 years. My children Betsy 
Stanhope, Elvira Watson, Felix 
:Hampton, Joseph Emanuel, Jefferson 
and Isabella were born there, after 
I was settled and fixed in my resi­
dence. My acquaintance and inter­
course had been and was then very 
e>..tensive. I had t.he confidence and 
friendship of society in general. 
They put up my name for the As­
sembly, and I ,vas elected, losing 
few votes, in the year 1792. The 
A~sembly sat in Newbern, N. C. 
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On my return from the Asse11:~ly. 
T commenced merchandise ,vith ~ 

tolerable capital, for the country, 
·which prevented n1.~ from contin­
uing in the Legislature. I pursue,1 
tl at line of business about fl.ye ye~rs. 
Went to l\Iaryland and Virginia an<l 
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i;urchased several droves of negroes. 
I was no,v much in the spirit of thl? 
world, and 'like to have forgotten I 
·v.ras purged from my old sins, but 
r-n reflection, collected my scattered 
fragments and little rema1n1ng 
3trength, abandoned the iniquitous 
practjce of buying and selling bu• 
n~an beings as slaves, ,vhich I found 
to be a violation of my conscience, 
i11 direct opposition and in the very 
f~ce of all mortality and religion, and 
have ever since that convietion ab­
horred the principle and the prac­
ticE.\. 

In the year 1795 I engaged in a 
large land speculation in the west­
ern counties of Buncombe and Hay­
wood, calculated I had made an in1-
rnense fortune by entering lands. I 
was not mistaken, and ·had the lin~ 
b~hveen the United States and the 
Cherokee Indians been run accord­
ing to treaty, I ,vould have realized 
a fortune •indeed; but it was run other 
wise by the con1missioners, and di·• 
ves~d me of 10,000 acres of the 
best land I entered. What I saved I 
was forced into a Ia,vsuit with Col. 
Av~ry for 12 years. Although I 
gained it, it profited me little, hav­
ing expended so much n1oney 1n th~ 
cefense of the suit. 

In the year 1799, I wa~ again 
eleeted to the General Assembly by 
olmost a i unanimous vote, and con­
tinued, with the exception of a few 
years, to represent the County un­
til the year 1806, which was the last 
year I was in the Assen1bly. At 
length, becoming weary of the 
rlrudg~ry of legislation, I fled from 
the scenes of popular solicitations 
nnd removed to the mountains of 
Haywood 1n 1808, ,varned by the 
langour of life's evening ray, 

thought I would house me in some 
humble shed, with full intention of 
l2sting retirement for the remain­
der of my life. But, as says a great 
man, ·the spider's most attenuated 
thread is cord, is cable, to man's 
feeble ties, I consented to have my 
r ame announced for Congress. The 
co1npetition "ras· with Governor Pick­
c1:s, late Governor of Alabama. He 
heat me by a small majority. I ·was 

tl: en opposed by Judge Paxton. I 
ol,tained my election by a good ma­
j0rity, and continued to represent 

• 
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the District of Morgan for six years 
in succes$ion. 

l\Iy situation was so enviable that 
I was opposed at every election, but 
so feebly as scarcely to be felt. 

In the year 1823, Doctor Vance 
of Buncombe, Genl. ,v alton, of 
Rutherford, . C~!. :aeyburn of Hay­
,vood, all offered for Congress. Wal­
ten had 978 votes, Reyburn, 492, 
Vance and myself tied at 191:3 
v0tes each. The Sheriff of Burke gave 
the county vote to Vance and elect­
E.d hin1. It was well known that Wal­
ton and Reyburn bor€ on my inter­
est. Had Vance and myself n1et sin­
g le hand, I should have heat him 
1:200 votes; and it was afterwards 
ascertained I had a majority of 71 
votes over Vance, although in couni~­
ing the ballots they made a n1iseou"!lt 
or misdeal. The next election n1y 
nan1e was announced as a candi­
cfote, but on considering my age 
and growing •infirmities, and consult­
ing my feelings, which seen1ed to 
fcrbid the bans, I withdrew n1y 
r.arne from the list and dropped out 
uf the circle, to the disappoint­
n1ent of the gTeat majority of the 
district. Such was my standing when 
I shut the door on public life. 
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Through the whole course of my 

life I have been a close observer of 
p1·ovidential /occurrences, especially 
as it regards myself and my similar 
concerns, and do verily believe 1t 
was a particular direction. of a wise 
and unseen Director ~ho knows 
what is the best for his creatures and 
can-not err, (by the unexpected 
~vent) to arrest my further progress 
in public life, to save me from some 
fatality to which I might be liable, 
~nd lessen n1y responsibility in the 
affairs of State; a ·gracious donation, 
to give my few remaining years to 
retirement, and appropriate the re­
mainder of my days to obtain a bet­
ter inheritance in a better world. 

Since n1y release from the bond­
ege of serving the busy world, I 
find myself perfectly regenerated. 
and so averse am I at the present~ 

that no compensation could induce 
me to accept of any public vocation. 

My stan~ing in Congress is pretty 
generally kn-own. I took a share in 
public debates ,with what credit so­
ciety must judge. We must all sub­
mit to public opinion. I was one who 
advocated with the utmost ability 
the conduct of Genl. Jackson in the 
Seminole War. Also in most of the 
1~ost interesting and popular discus­
sions, I threw my mite on the floor 
-the Missouri question, the reduc­
tion of the army, the Revenue antl 
Bankruptcy bill were all oebated in 
my time. The State of !\iissouri the 
State of Mississipp"i, The State of 
Iliinois, and the state of Maine ( 4 
new states) were admitted into the 
union during my service in Con­
gress, under Mr. Monroe's Adn1in­
istration.. 




