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URGANIZATION,

Many members of the Wilson Family held a meeting in Brandon,
Vt., on the Tth day of October, 1865. The ohjzet of this meeting
was to collect, from the different branches of the family, information
in their possession relative to the Wilson property in Fryingpan
Alley, London, and iz Stoneleich Abbey, in the County of Warwick,
England, or elsewhere, said to be worth millions of doliars, and
belonging to the Wilsons in Amerieca.

It was thought the time had then arrived when there should be
jolnt action in the matter, and some steps should be taken o ascer
tain for a certainty whether ibis property conld or could not Lo
recovered by the Wilsons in America, and if it could not, then have
the long agitated question set at rest forever.

As C. M. Fisher, the partner of Columbaus Smith, was then (and
pow is) in England, attending to similar business, it was thought a
favorable opportunity then presented itself to have thas claim
thoroughly investizated.

After raatare deliberation, the following constitution was adopted :
PREAMBII.

WnErzas, Certain Wilsons died in England, leaving real and persanal property
at the time of their death to the ainount of three miliions of dollars or more, nnid
whereas, the next of kin and heirs to this properiy are said to be in Anerica, now,
in order teo prosecute the investization and procure the pedigree of the faiaily and

ascertain whether or not there is any such properiy, we, the underzigned, do
hereby agree to form curselves inio an Association uuder the following

CONSTITUTION.

Art. 1st.—This Society shall be called the Wilson Association.

ARrT.2d —C. M. Fisher, of Vergeune:, and Columbus Smith, of Salizbury, Vt., are
bereby appoiv:2d agouts for the purpose of Investizating thecase in Ergiand,
a1 are renuired from time to tme 0 wake printed reports of their doings
to the mewhers of tiis Association. '

ArT. 2d.—ifurrison O, Smith, ¢f ecukton, and J. M. Waillace, of Sudburey, Vi,
are nereby ewpowered tu raise two thousand dollars, to enver tha necessarv
expenses attending the mater of investigating the cane 1n Zrgiand, anld ail
other nacessary incidentid expenses connecterd therzywith, by isiuing such an
amount of Serip as shali te necczsary, wirisu 2id Scrip shall be u Len upen
the property whea recuverel
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Ary. fth.—Xvery S:rip st
m,nd"ed dollers cu
member of tha .-.ss
than shall be nee
togct'hcr with the

tor ive dellars,

st money recovercd f‘om

. no more scrip shall be O

to raise the sforesaid sum oftwo t

:r.:es cf tue sale thereof, which sha
cx<ced ten per cent. of the ‘cecxpa of tho sale of each Serin

Sth.—The suid Smich and Fisher are to be 2llowed fifteen hL.“‘red dsllars,
for msking a therough inv cst'r'.mon of tha caze in Lnfrhmd with refereuce
to whether or not there is preperty there, if an3 its sitvatica and elso thc

pedizgree of the party leaving the same, and in addition thereto, w sgree

par them ten per cent. of all we, or sny of us, or our heirs, may 1e'ovx.r
from s2id estate.

Cth.—No member of this Association shail be lisble to pay
deliars, as experses, or compansation, or ctherwise, o ary por
whatever.

ART. Tth —3iny member of the Wilson Fa mi‘y may become 2 member of this Asso-

' ciation by v paying three dollars to H. O. Smith, of Monktez. Vt., 2ud sign-

ing this Cous 1‘ut.un, e'n-ﬂmg ezch member to a printed report of “all
m;oz maticn and reperts madein the ease; and elso to the sum of fifiy dollars
ut of the money recoverad.
Brandon, Vt., Ocicber Tib, 1265, -
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Names 2nd residences of the members ¢f the Wilsoa Association :
H. H. Merritt, Brandon, Vt. Dewitt C. Clark, Codrington, Canada Waest,
Wrlecem C, W I:QI‘., Wevbridas, Vi, \\- -ut .r K. Clarh Codri .‘.::to.x Canada YWest.
John M. W dson, Elen. Vi *harine Clark, Woodlsiock, 1linois,

Benjawmen J. Witson, Bolton, Vi,
Jokn O, Ravmong, for Adeline Wils
weli, Vt,

.. C. ¥ s, Middiehy ury, vi.
.'dlr-':t 5 .‘\""], I \"n hu . N. 1'-
George Wilsan, luu s Luw, X. Y.

scn, Cr-

Jo"m Hor,tc 3, Rut “..d Yt. Noab Whiting, Hinsd-le, N. H.
Dauiel P, Wilder, Tyson’s Farnace, V. - Grovcno' Viailis, Sudbury, V.

Julius M. Wallace, Sudnury, Vi,
W. R. bmxth Danby, \t.

G. D. & pooncr Rurl w.m. Vit,
George Suuith, Sadbur\' Vit.

BL.r'ha A, Flemung, ""o;vteﬂ dauvgiter of
(‘. Lrooh~, Broc.:wli!e V1.
'I’I 11 .1 . q'gdnll'uﬁ’ e .Lu,s-- .d \t.

l\ 3z Clork, B«lt:(}" i:io.

Phincas S. Wi lson, Waddington, N, Y. .u'xcob W. Clazk, Lutler Ohio,
Harriet A. Chamberlin, Plattsburgh, N. Y.!Heman Wilion, P. O. addre“ Elizabett-
Caizb Wilson, Tomh.:q V. ] town, N. Y.

Eliza A. Loomis, C‘*amp_.cvl, MY
XMerritt T;. 3, 'krr Churaplain, N, Y,
Betsey Diiom, ..ﬂ‘)?é..:ul Vt.

Jrne AL Dene, ‘:h*m :am, Vi,

Alontha 1.\

Eben R. W 11=on Pavmoe Ci ty, Nebraska,
Ebenezer J. Ormsbee, Eranden, Vi,

Asa Goodno, Br:num Vt.

Charles O YVkhite, M umvbur_*:, Yt
Durfee R, Wilﬂon Tulono iiinois.

Blary Ciark, Cod.mgw.l Cancda ivest.

S. G. Cowles, Franklin, N. Y,

Albert Yootle, Fraoklin, N. Y.

Alonzo Coebieigh, i'or wife, Hwce Park, Vi,
Lewis ML Wilson, Bakersiield, Vi,

Lzon. Burpee, G'cnm’horo, Ats t.,hmu. Wilson, Celchester, V i)

2zter,

.}‘un"de “1-\0.1. Colchaster, Vt,

Vv F. Jennings, Dunham. Canc ". ©ast
"E. V. Wil ‘,x, N *r.h l G2 ”'"‘ , Vi,
Y ﬂlmm Wilse ‘...“: Co.,
l ab il Iotta I\r. i
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NOTE.

—In order to give every member of the Wilsen I'amily an

opportunity of becoming members of the As:ioelation, the Wilsen Counsti-

tution has been printed and sent, for signers {0 variovs
iamxly in different parts ot the cou zalry ;

been ret: urned, so that the monss

menters of the

tut many of these !* ive nol yed

of muxy mmexbers cannot Licre appear.



REPORT.

To THE WILSON ASSOCIATION :

In accordance with the wishes of your .issociation, 1 here sub-
mit to you the following report which, in the present state of the
case, must be very imperfeet. Many members of the family have
not forwarded to me pedigrees of their family branch sufficiently
perfect to have pr;ntn.d On tbat account most of them I have
omitted, thinking it will be far better to omit than to have them
printed imperfect zmd errencous.  very much of the following
information has been furnished me by Celumbus Smith, of Salisbary,
and by J. M. Wallace, of Sudbury, Vi

Aln*ost every xember of the Wilson family have long heard that
that there was a great property in England thought to beleng to the
Wilson family in America, and at many different times the Wilsons,
principally in New England, have hecomz much interested in this
matter, and have tried to have an examination of their claim made
ir England.

About 1848, tho fareily secm to have taken a deep interest in
this matter, and at that time had many famnily meetingsand formed
an association for the purpose of having their claim investigated in
England.

The followingz notice was taken from the Voice of Frecdon:,
printed in Brandon, showing the names of the officers of the Wilson
:_Heirs Association at that time :

OFFICERS OF THE WILSOXN LEIRS ASSOCIATION.

PorteER Howe, West Rutland, Vt., President.

1. . Merritt, -Su&'oux‘y Vt., Vice-President.

Everard C. Eells, Sudbury,

J. W. Boynton, Orwell, Cor. .Sec’s.

C. E. Loclﬂmq, W. Rutland,

J. Boynton, Orwell, Treasarer.
SPECIAL COMMITTER.—AL n_c meetin

i

{tie 2 ssaciation, March
2) 1848’ the fCllOu f} m\ d <-r1'~4.
>

L
1!1 :r'\. S.L)' i“““ }*"f} "’ .C‘:'\[‘.o.vu}.
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conmittee for nnplo;iu ah agant to secure the property in Engla
claimed hy the heirs of Jeremiah Wilson ¢

MNilliem Wilson, Brighton, Mass

J. M. Wallis, uduu‘y, Vi

Grovenor auis, Sudbuary, Vt.

J. W. Boynion, Orwell, Vt.
ADOPTED LULES O THE ASSGCIATION.

Any person can become a member of this Association by advane-
ing, to the Treasurer, the sum of Iive Dollars, free of expense.

Should the estate in prospect, not be secured, the funds, unex-
pended in the cfiort to obtain the property chmaed will be divided
among he members of the Association.

Stould the property in anticipation be sccured, those who shali
have become members, but canuot substantiate their claims to heir-
ship, will receive back the amount of money they advanced, and
will be liberally compensated for their advances—risk and deiays.

SETH KEELER,
For Association.

March 2d, 1848.

I understand the Asscciation raised considerable money for the
purpose of having this claim thoroughly investigated. E. I,
Yiodges, Esq., of Boston, now of New York City, was employed by
themn to examine their papers and make a report of thecase. I find
the following in the Voice of Frecdom, printed at Brandon, March
9ih, 1848 :

WILSON HEIRS ASSOCIATION.

According to prewoub notice, this Association convened at tho
Brandon House this day, at 10 o'clock, A. M., and organized by
appointing SETH KEELER, President pro. tem.

J. W. BoyxTox, Secretary.

The mecting being organized, the following highly valuable
Report, prepared by E. F. Hod**e:. Ysq., of Boston, was presented,
discussed, and adopted. '

TO THE WILSOX ASSOCIATION. _

Last summer the cfiicial authorities of your Association submitted
to me certain papers touching the title to property in England, for
the investization of which you bave united.- At the request of your
officers, I have carequ y examined and compared those documernts,
and have applied for further information at such sources as gave
promise of light, this side of the Atlantic. Though the authentic
facts diseovered ju the course of those researches are fow, and of
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remote connection with the main subject of inguiry, vet the indica-
tions developel are numerous,—consistent with cach other, and
directly declare the existence of landmarks beyond the sea, which,
if discovered, will bé unequivocal evidence of the rights of the heirs
of Jeremiah Wilson to a large and valuable property in Ingland.
I therefore beg leave to present to you the theory which the intorm-
ation I have gained seews to support, aud to offer a few suggestions
concerning the means to be adopted by you to develope, and if
possible, confirm to the Leirs in this country, the title to these
estates. _

The following narrative presents what I believe to be the facts
which bear upon the title to this property, and though my belief is
based upon no auiieniic evidence, yet it is supporied by such cir-
cumstances as can not fail to produce a moral convietion of its truth :

Robert Wilsen was the owner of certain cstates in England, viz:
farming lands situated at Stoneleigh, in Warwickshire, and several
houses (supposcd to be 46 in number) in Fryingpan Alley in Lon-
don. He died in 1644, leaving two children, one, William, the
younger, to whom he devised the estate at Stoneleigh, and another,
Benjamin, the elder, to whom he devised the reversion in the houses
in London, having givea them by the same will to his wife, for her
fife.

In 1665, Benjamin came to this country and settled at Charles-
town, near Boston. In 1631, and probably upon the desth of his
mother, the widow of Robert Wilson, Benjamin went to England,
and while there, died. William, his younger Lrother, procurcd
from his widow in this country the documents necessary for tho
seitlement of his estate, and the confirmation of the rights of the
widow and children. Benjamin’s children died without heirs, save
Jeremiah, who lefi six sons, and from whom are descended all the
persons interested in this property.

William died without heirs, about 1735. After the death of
William, a person pretending to be an agent of Lord Leigh’s, of
Stonelcigh, carse to this country and procured from Jeremizh and
his eldest son, a lease of the Stoneleigh property, and a power of
attorney to collect the rents of the London houses, and gave 2 bond
for the payment of a large sum of money,—probably £10,000. Or,
instead of giving the bond, it is more likely that the payment of this
sum of money was stipulated in the lease, and that the lease was an
indenture in two parts, one for each party. The lease was probably
for sixty years, though it may have been for ten only. Tlese
papers were made by, and probably acknowledced beitre, Jeseph
Wilson, Esq., one of the Justices of the quorum. I om inclined to
Lelieve the estates were entailed, and therefore this agent feund it
necessary to have the eldest son of Jeremiah join with the futher in
making the lease for the purpese of securing the estates against him,

oA Lt
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for the term of sixty vears, should the father die before the ieriin-
ation of the demise. Or, it may be, that the proceedings before Mr,
Wilder were intended by this azent to have “the foree of a commoi
receverv. a mode of barring entails, devised by the English lawyers

frer the pqs:arre Ol. the Statute of Westruinster. If. hovyever such

was his desig 0 proceedings were utterly insufficient for that
purpose. The onl.} circumstance that gives any foundation for this
sugpicion, is, the oft repeatcd averment in the family that Judge

Wilder, of lie Probate thru made a record of the lease, ro\»u of
attorney, or bond,

One copy of the lease and the power of attorney, were taken by
this pratﬂwrled agent, t'le otker copy of the }efx:,e. which was left
with the Lessor, and was then the only enden of title in their
hands, was subsequently abstracted from thsir possession by =
stranger vho seemed to be an Enghsbman, and who took reat
pains to got the document info his hands.  The heirs in this country
have at different tines maide efforts to obtain the property, but they
have bheen fruitless, save that in their prog ress, a few facts have
~been developed from which an inference may be drawn favorahle to
the claim. The most important of w';ic’l are these :—Difterens
branches of the Leigh family, between 1825 and 1830, had a leng
. contested suit concerning th" title and estates at btonelcxgn. At
this time Mr. White was employed by the heirs in the United Stutes
to investizate their claims. ~He recoramended that the heirs should
make terms with cne or the other cf these parties—after which
recommendation, his conduct and sileuce gives reason io suppase he
was bribed to Letruy his employers, or at least to forezo any effort
to aid them. Also the character of the occupants of  the houses in
London has been shown to be such as to warrant us in believing that
“their titles might be defective, and yet mo notice bo taken of the
defect.  Who was to s sl\, whether the landiord of this thief, or that
receiver of stolen goods, held the premises Ly virtue of an expired
lease, or a valid deed absolute ?

The gencral features of this tale, such as relates to the existence
and locality of the proper ity ; the devise of it by Robert H*Lon :
the emigration and death of Benjamin Wilson; the giving the lease
and the loss of the coanterpart, or bond, from the hands of Jeremizh
Wilson, are supported by no «wtleniic evidence. This should he
clearly and deiinitively wnderstood.  There is not, nor, as far as I
have heen able to discover, Las thers been since the loss of h S leas
or bond, in the hands of the heirs in this country, any authe r.txc
evidence of theze {acts.  DBut there are proofs only one degre beiow
authenticity, which carry moral conviction of ti"eir ruid.

The numerous documents gathered by Luke Wilson and i n" th
Association, from different descendants m" g cxami h \_Ison and i

- e - . ral
ey e .- { Ly ) . ariys ~ VY YL VY
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fresh and clear in the minds of the collateral branches of the fami-
ly so far removed in relationship from ecach other that they have
not even traditicnary connection, all telling substantially the same
tale,; seem very cenclusive evidence that there 13 a mundaunn of
truth upon wbich this narrative i1s based. Fabulous stovies, jdenti-
cal in even minute particulars, would hardly spring up kpontancous—
ly in seattered families, having no personal association and no con-
nective txe save what is found in tracing backward the thread of
their de%en till they meet in 2 common ancesior,

We will sappose thn general features of this story true. It
should also be remem bered tnt ncithing adverss is to be argued
from the absence of .u-.hemxc proof; for no evidence of title could
be in the family, save the bond or lease: these, all the traditjons
say, were ztolen. The title deeds were with Robert Wilson in 16504;
after his death William took the decds of Btoncleigh, and probubly
the deeds of the London property remained with his widow. %Wien
Benjamin went to England 1 1681, for the purpose of colicciing
rénts, he must necessarily have taken all the papers ke had con-
nected with this pro*;rrt_; These circumstances, together with the
fact that after bis death William sent to this couniry for further
vouchers for the purpose of cnnﬁrmidg the title, would, it secrcs,
most satisfactorily account for the absence of evidences of title thag
we could call aa;hont In fuct, the death of Willlam withous
heirs, left these estates with no agent to care for them: and their
heirs in this country with no pro sofs of title.  When, then, the bond
or Jease was stolen, there could by no chance exist any evidence of
title, save what was in the hands of William’s rnpresentatives and
the Lewhb lessees of Jeremiah and Jokn Wilson. For, it 13 0 Lo
noticed that there arc no oflices for the general registry of deeds in
Tngland, and the deeds themselves are cureﬁﬂly preserved. as 1he
cnly \ouc‘anra of title recognized in law. t the e\phauon of the
lease to Leich, there was of course no one in England to cail upo
the lessce to sunenc?f . and no prying, curious neignoor to lc
into the registry of deeds and teil him his title was defective, and
that the heirs of Jere n*.ah Wilson were true ianheritors of a large
portion of his fair domain.

I believe then, gentlemen, that ihn heirs of Jeremizh Wilson
wero once entitled to these cstates in England, whatever may be
their present rights. I am led to and confirmed in this helier by
the prevalcncg in every branch of the fimllj, [ the same tradition,
and by the consistency in all the particulars of this tradition with
each othier and the whole.

I will now, with your leave, briefly offer stiens con-
cerning the future course to be ado opted. I have visited Cambridge,
Laneaster and Lcomx»ter, and carcrully \:lminud the records of
those towns and of the old courts, fu:. mferipation. I Lave iz

(2)

a fovwr sugze
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written to ihe Consul in London for a like purpose; and I find nathing
1s to be learned fI‘Odl tuese sources that can in any manner avail. i
am, thercfore, disposed to believe that the imnost feasible plan by
which. -any satisfactery conclusion can ever be attained, touchice this
involved and coxplicated matter, is, for you to select some one,
competent o make careful lezal investigations—send i to Ln .and
and fet Liim pursue the line of search indicated by the paper

‘The suit for a lorg time pending betireen the Leighs, reln nve to
Stoneleigh Abbey, must u*).]oub*adlv have revealed much concerning
the plounr{v of the Wiisons, in Stoneleigh. These papers sheuld
be examined by one com .)etent to give legal force and interpretation
to the discoveries. If the Leighs now hold the Stoneleigh estate,
once owned by Roebert Wilson, their title can be examined in no way
so readily and profoundly as by exploring the depths of the suit by
which their family quarrel was settlcd , aud the papers expo»el in its
progress

Touchmfr the hoznea in London, your agent will be materializ
aided by the City Registry, but to follow the titles through will
“equxre the utmost di h rence and sagecity, as it may involve the
nicest questiens uuder a com ;.“*xtoci branch of English law, viz.
conveyaicing. . Finally and ch efly, vour agent must search out the
depository of the papers left by Willlam Wilson when he died. I
have no doubt he held deeds and wills Tﬁy which the title to thiz
property would be confirmed to the heirs of Jeremiah Wilscn. None
of the persons cmploved by the beirs have sought in this chaune! for
csidence, but it seems to me, clearly, that the evidence is there, and
that this is the ost important th 1ead in the whole case.

Since I commenced my investiga ations, there have been handed me
some notices of the advertisements in TEngland, for Lo hoirs of
Robert Wilson, with a suggestion that, upon the payment of 2 small
sum, the ad \emacrrent would be copled, &c. This ofier is cerviainly
reasonablc, ard would recommend itself to vou, but fur the fuct t
whoever takes upon himself the burden of this inv stization sho
examine these advertisements, and the payment of this sum to any

-~

other person would cnly be so much acditional expenditure; and it
would therefore scem most advisable at this time, not {o advance tois
Imoney.

You find, in your i~°=neﬂt1ve familics, traditions touching these
estates, w }uc.x have never beer ,nve“*wated to approval or och
The p! reof of their truth is not ﬁutbemic nor um.nn.J le. A full
jnvestl tvon of the sabject will be somewhat expensive, and 122y
not result in a any discove ry of available or material fucts. To those
who will not contribute for fhis purpose without a promise of 5
return, I could not offcr encouragement: but to those who are willinz
to pay ~cm'l’1 mg te det CI.AU‘C fay o*a;lv ol uniz ordblv 1113 u_.vd

question, I wou 1 sav, thiz is ¢or .“mlv a fulr opporinnity to proabe
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the subjeet to the bottom, and the bread thus ¢ cast upon the waters
snay rveturn after many days.’”’ |
All of which is vespectfully submitted by your humbie servant,

E. ¥. HODGES.
Boston, January 1, 1848,

After the adoption of the foregoing Eeport, the Association voted
unanimously to procure the services of a competent and eficient
Agent, 1o embark for England, and make such further examination
of the &ahmty of title, to “he Estate of Benjamin Wilson, as :aall be
deemed advisable.

The Association also veted to procure the pubhca,tion of thzs
Report—the proceedings of the present meeting, also such other
action of this body as may be had from time tc tlme in the Toice
of Freedom, a paper pubmhed in this Village.

SETH KEELER, President pro, tern.
J. W. BogxToX, Secretary.
Brandon, March 2, 1848,

The above report of Mr. Hodges is full, really seeming to be an
able and fair report.
Subsequently the following appeared in the Voice of Freedom :

WILsox HBIR: AszsocratioN.—As will be scen on perasal the
Report adopted by this Association on Weduesday of -last week,
shows a vast amount of research in the way of tracing hister rieal
evidences of title to the large estates named in the repert. We
think this production may be studied to advantage by those la rying
claim to other estates in E ngiand —According to ; the evidence here
traced, there can be no doubt that of 7ig/s there is a vast amotnt
of property in England belonging to the legal heirs of Benjamin
and Jeremiah Wilsen; but the pazz’e seems to be to find tde man
who can look it upa and substantiate the claim. So wuch time has
elapsed since the writfen title has Leen traced that it must tuke o
shrewd man and one well w"“cfi in Engz ~lish laws, to prohe il
matter to the bottom and securc to the claimants their dernands.

But should all who cculd prove themselves legal heirs to the suid
Wilsons, contribute Five dollars each, the w”“'watc sum wou il
thoroushly investimate the mt:t:cx, an«l it they lose, the expause
would be lizht, hut iE e oy gain, the return will e great,
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The following appears in the luice of cmcflam Jaly Gth,
1848 :— '

EXTRAORDINARY CHARGE AGAINST LORD LEIGIL

ALLEGED MURDERS AT STONELEIGH ABBEY, THIKTY YEALS
Ac0.—The most extraordinary and intense excitement has been ra-
ging 2t Stonleigh Abbey, the last few days in consequence of a de-
vdopmev of the most terrible and bloody kind of a series of mur-
ders alleged to have been perpetrated by the present noble possessor
of the Lewh estates. It appears that about thirty-five years ago
ihe title of the present Lord Leigh, then Mr. Chandos, was con-
tested by a family of the Lancashire Leighs, who, however, were
defedted, and eigiteen of them arrested and consigned to prison for
a forcible ennv on the estates during the 'whecnce of the successful
contestant at Paris. Irom this time strange rumors got abecut in
relation to the habits of the present Lord Lemh and certain dark
gecrets were V'hl pered of in his famuv which made the simple vil-
lage shudder when they were hinted 2. In 1812 and Qhoztly af-
ter the contest for the title, a man nal..cd Darnett was called in by
Lord Leigh, and taken to the family vault at Stonleigh Church,
where he was directed to wrench off nine of the coffin plates. A
short time after this, a woman named Sarab Silk, since Mrs. Small-
bones, who seemed to be acquainted with all the faumily secrets, was
discovered burning a number of the old family vor tlaltS, but when
questioned on the subJect, at the txme, refused tc give any account
of the circumstance. On her death-bed, however, some years af-
ter, she said her conscience troubled her for some great crimes she
oommztted for the Leigh family, and that she had once poisoned 2
man.

In 1814, Lord Leigh employed a number of lahorers to build »
massive bmcme in his par} Barnett, who had torn off the cofiin
plates, was the foreman. The names of the men, Matthew Bil-
linge, William Forbes, Alexander Munro, Thomas Proud, Joseph
Smith, John Wilcox, Wiiliam Wood and William Blisset. Thess
men were at work on the bridge for a long time, and ramor said
that they had possessed themselves of some very extraordinary se-
crets which, however, none of them seemed dispesed to say much
about. Lord and Lady Leigh used f1equontly to Qupeunte“ﬂ the
work, and it scems that thev had heard of the talk of socme of the
workmen about tlic doings of the family. There w a: ‘L huge stone
to go in one of the shutments of the bridge. and it had a Jar ce eav-
ity some ten fect deep to receive it.  When the brxd'*c Wwos ncx,hv
finished, Lord Leigh showed a gr Lat anxicty to fret it done, and
made the men work marly all night.  One night, at near 12 o'clock:
Lerd and Lady Leigh, with some of the members of their fanily
care down to tie pnce where the men were ot vork,  Billingd
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and Forbes were in the hole spreading mortar for the racep-
tion of the sione, and the stone was poised above the hicle and hang-
ing from a crane already to be lowered. Two of the men named
Shaw:and Munro had hold of the wineh, and Barnett the foreman
had hold of the guide rope, when the Lord looking round and sce-
ing nosne others near, gave the word to let go. At the repetiticn
of the order the men let the winch fly, and the sicne descended up-
on Billinge and Forbes, dropping in the sccket, and giving no evi-
dence of the deadly work it had performed, except about a pint of
blood that worked up through the crevices of tle stone. On the
following day Darnett saw the bocies of Proud and Smith tied in
sacks and buried in the other abutment. Shortly after, Blisset was
shot by the Lord’s game keeper. The rest of the men took gocd
care after this ot to breathe a word of what had taken place, but
dispersed in different parts of the country, and one er two more of
them shortly after died. Nothing more was thought, or ot lcast
heard of the maiter, until a few months azo, when Barnett, hearing
that the present representative of the Lancashire Leighs was abous
to revive his claim of title, disclosed the foregoing facts to thar
person’s solicitor who laid them before the authorities of Warwick.
In pursuance of this information an investigation was had last
Saturday, (May G.) before Justices Rattray, Greenway, Wise and
Cowan. Joseph Pollock, Esq., of Manchester, appeared for the
prosceution, and Mr. G. Jones, a relation of Lord Leigh, volunteered,
in the absence of the noble deferdant, to appear for him. The case
was-heard in the Grand Jury room. so as to accommedate es many
of the excited crowds in attendance as possible.

[The evidence, which here follows in detail, chiefly by Barnett,
the foreman on ithe work alluded to, simply confirms the foregoing
statements.| ' .

The investigation lasted from 1 o’clock inthe day until 10 o'clock
at night; and it is almost needless to say, the deepest intcrest was
taken in the proceedings. On Barnett sigoing bis deposition, in
ailusion to the spot he had pointed out as where the bedies were
buried, he said to the Magistrate’s clerk: ¢ I'll Jay my life dowr,
Sir, if they are not found.” - '

This is certainly a very extraordinary affair, 2nd we trust it may
be further investizated ; as it stands now, it is almost impossible to
decide whether it 15 a conspiracy or a revelation. '

AppITIoNAL Parricurnanrs.—Since receiving the zhove account,
the following additional particulars have come io hand by the
steamer Acadia.

. The London Despatch says that subsequently to the cbove
mvestigation Mr. Jones, who appeared before the magistrates at
Warwick in defence of Lord Leigh, produced hefore the Police Court
at Liverpool a man cailing himszelt William Billinge, o stonemason,
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and the son of Matthesy Billinge, allezed to have been murdered
in the bridge at Stoneleigh ‘U)bc He stated that he was present
with his father at the bu'ifhnfr of the brid: xe, and that tbe reperted
murder was all a lie and hoax. That bis father died in 1525 or
1826, whereas the bridge was built in 1814, Ie produced a letter
from his father, dated in 1822. The Despatch adds :

To the minds, however, of those who knew the power of money,
and the prevalence of baaencss the testimony of this witness doe3
not settle this terrible probiem. We look for still further investiga-
txon in this case.

From the Boston Traz eler.

This case, aside from tbe fearful attraction lent to it by these
horrible details, is not without other interest to parties this 51“1_\, of
the Atlantic

Robert W Aann the owner of a large 'wucul*ural property
Stoneleigh, and of a numver of liouses in Lon: don, died about 1 4-:,
leaving by will his Stoneleigh property to his son William, and his
London property to his son Benjamin. DBenjamin came to this
country about 1665 and died in 1681, lcavinga son J eremiab, from
whom the Wilsons in this country are descended.  His other chimr::
left no heirs. Wiiliam Wilson, to whom the Stoneleizh estat
were devised, died about 1785 without issue, leaving the deacchd-
ants of his brother Be enjamin his heirs at law. Soon after his
death, a man calling himself the 2gent of Lord Leigh, of Stoncleiga
Abbey came £o this country and procuud from Jeremiah Wilson
a lease of the Stoneleigh property for a long term of years, ata
high rent. The counteroart of this lease was stolen from Jeremiah
Wilson by an Encrushm“n who as a traveler, had spenta fow days
at his house. This of course left Jeremiah without any evidencs
of title to the Stoneleich property; for William Wilson had the
title deeds, and upon his death they were placed in the Lands of his
executor or administrator—and, there being no public registry of
deeds in England, with few exceptions, Jeremiah Wilson had zo
evidence of title in his hands. All his rights rested upon the deeds
and papers in the hands of William Wilson’s administrator.

When the lease to Lord Leigh espired, about 1795, the descend-
ants of Jeremiah Wilson could make no claim to the estates save
through those deeds and mper:, \hy not the seizure of t/zax*e

papers aud deeds be one of the seerats the Le.*h fumnily thus concea
in the gloom of murder? Hox. r iimprobable the story told b“

the witness 1any appear, it soems certam there is some mysiery
connected with the title to the Stoneleigh property. It should lrers
be added, that the Lancashire Leichs reviewed their claims to ties
estates in 1344, and {rom m formation comtaunicated in the cour
of their preparations, the charge was preferred againse his Lordsuip

(v‘.
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and the disclosures above set forth were clicited. It would not be
surprising if the Wilson bheirs sheuld in the course of this investi-
gation find the evidence they have so long sought for.

There has been an association formed by some of the heifs of
Jeremiah Wilson for the purpose of establishing their cluims to this
property, but as yet they have made nothmcr more than mere
preliminary Qtep:. It would seem most deanab}o that they should
put thens slves in a situation to profit by the disclosures ‘mide in

PR

the subsequent stages of this examination. H.

Wm. S. Wilder, of Mass., was appointed, by the Wilson Heirs
‘Association, Agent for the Association, in the ecarly part of A..D.
1819, e was provided by that Association with funds, and
instructed to, proceed to England and investigate the Wilson claim
to property in England. In the month of July of the same year he
sailed for Liverpool from Doston.

The following is a copy of his first letter to the Association froxa
England:

CoveExtry, Excraxp, July 224, 1846.
J. \I Warrace, Esq.,

Dear Sir :—1I embrace the earliess
opportunity after my arrival here, and having obtained sufficier t
information to be of interest, to address you on the subject of m
mission here on behalf of the Association.

I had a very pleasant passage of a little more than eleven dar=
to Liverpool, from Boston. Coventry, where I now stop, is ahou?
one hundred miles from Liverpool and about the same distance frie
London. Stoneleizh Abbey is about five miles from this place.

.The day after my arrival here, I rode out to the Abbey in company
with the Landlord with whom I am stopping, It Las heretofore
been customary fer strangers to visit the place, and thev Lave beexx
permitted to ride through the park and sce the bridge, of which we
have heard so much as an olject of great curicsity for its architectual
beauty, and my Landlord thouzht we could be permitted to do tke
same, but we were refused permissicn.  No visitors are now allowed
the Pnu}me The trial of Lord Leigh, for murder, has resulted
in his acqyuittal ; but, I am told that Lalf of the peopie in Cu ventry
believe him guilty of more or less crimes in connexion with that
estate. And yet, I find here a fearfulness on the vart of citizens in
exprecsmrr their convictions in relation to it, lest they sheuld be
made o sufer from 1t. Ju fact, I was told in co-.-ulez*a, b o

-~
- ?

respectable gentleman with whom I have had o little confidentis’
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acquaintance since here, that, in his opinion, a person’s life would
not be safe here, if it would be for the interest of the Leighs to
suppress evidence in regard to that estate. He says there is a
singanlar mystery hanging over that estate.  Several of the tenants
have lately been remov ed peremptoniy for expressing an opinien
unﬁxvombly to the Leigh's
The Crown has taken no action whatever, as I can learn, about

the estate. The question of title to the property was not so much
the question at law as the question of murder of persens supposed to
be in the szcret of the titles. The Auornev who conducted the
prosecution, has been sued for libel on Lord Leigh, tried, and sen-
tenced to threc vears’ imprisonment at “ arwick. There is much
sympathy manifested on his behalf by the people. His name is
Griffin, and I supposed I should be 'a.ble to learn from him some-
thing of hmportance to us, but if I can see him at all it must be cnly
in the presence of 4 government o‘ﬁcer “and then it is a questicn,
In my ownmind, whether it will be safe to enquire what is necessary.
You may rest assured that I shall leave ro stone uaturned that may
contain the desired information. This much I have learned already:
Some part of the estate has been in the undisputed claim of some
one by the nnme of Leigh, for over three hundred years. About
1680, there was a l‘wrge accession made to this estate by purchase
or otherwise. from sorue person or persons unknown. In 1618,
Robert, the ilarl of Wariwick, [no other naine used only this,] dieq,
and was succeeded by his oldest son, Robert, to the E:u ldom. This
inuch I have obtained from und 1~puted bistory, and it may lead to
other discoveries hereafter. There is 2 wan living ona small estate
enclosed by tae land of the Stoneleigh estate, by the name of Wi 11~on
and it is in’that part ncaress Warwickshire or Warwick. You must
understand that I am conducting all of my enquiries without causing
the least suspicion that I am “interested in the Stone leigh estate.
Although I h‘ne not yet SquCQULd in learning anything mrectl to
our adva antace, I think I bhave been so far hwh y favored in the
object of rw visit here. 1 mtend to visit London noxt wnek.
Should anvthmrr transpire worthy of note before the sailing of th
next Steamer, I shall write.

You will probably iike to know sometb‘nn about this cstate. Let
me say that no American, who has never visited this country, can
dream of iis loveliness and splendor. The estate, of which Lord
Leigh now holds possession, is considered one of the best in England
—best in its landed property. It consizt of about 25,600 acres of
the most fertile land in the kingdom. Its income is hetween
£500,000 to 600,000 annually.  This income is realized from the
rent of farms on the estate, which embraces but a small part of the
feritory in extent.  Much of it 15 Jaid out in 2 Leautiful Park for
deer and other wild game. I rode arcund it and through it on the
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public toads. The Abbey, which is the residence of Lord Leigh, is
distant from the main roads and can be seen only in the rear. No
onc can have a view of the front or the bridge without passing the
lodges, as they are termed, where there are gates securely fustened
on the entrance to the Abbey, and protected by family servants who
reside at these entrances for the PUI’DObC of vatchmo‘ them day and
night. Such are the laws here, that, should any person pass these
gates, or scale the fences to enter any part of an estate thus secured,
he is liabie to prosecution and imprisonment for not less than three
months. I send you a paper of Coveniry, see the poetry on
Stoneleigh.
- Truly yours,
WAM. S. WILDEE.

The three following letters are all, (if I am rightly informed),
that the Association afterwards received from Mr. Wilder; and, Iam
informed, considerable pains has been taken, since his return to
Ainerica, to see him, but without sucoess. Thus, mystery seems to
be added to mystery.

159 Arperscart St., London, Aug. 2, 1849
Mr. WarLice,

As the Steamer sails for America on Saturdey,
I write you from hcre without being able to communicate much
information, only knowing you will be anxivus to hear from me
oftcn as to my w hereabouts. ~ I can say truly that, since my zirival
England, T linve not been idle; I have passed mvsel" off as an
'mtpiuarmn, and my researches have heen in per fect keeping with
my business. Reeords, churches, tombstones, monuments, ar Taorial
inscriptions, fomily arms, castleﬂ history, biography, peerage, &e.,
&c., have been examined for some tangible da %2 and cevidence apon
which I could pura_ue more definitely my mvestigations, and; I
think, not wholly without effect. | It is truc that there has been
much mystery thrown around our claim to _property hore, arising
from incorrect dates, names, and places. - Although I have yet 1o
new evidence of our dam and yet there is still a mybter y surround-
ing it. X am 1ore than ever convinced that there is an imincuse
plopc.rty Lere thet rightfully belongs to the Wilson heirs.  Before
I left Covcntr} I employed an individual in whom I havs the fullest
ca*mc.enw to 1make some investigations, that it would not be safe for
me to make there, which, I trust, will aid me on my return to that
place, as 1 csr,yump,ate domrr in a few days. Yesterday, I found a
man who hus Lived for 35 years in tm, immediate vieinity of what
used to be called Freingpan Alleg.  The grevad 3z near d.ondern

(%)
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Bridge. Seventeen years ago, the old Loanden britlgc and the ol
houses 1n the viclnity, including Fryingpan Alley buildings, were
removed, and 2 new bridge has been erceted and the streets newly
nrmnmed. Orn Frymr*x)m Alley, there is a lax ¢ warehonse on one
part, and the east is used for a passway to St. Saviour’sdock. Ilon.
Mr. Humph;ev one of the present Alderman of the City of London,
and formerly its Mayor, holds this land on a lease—frem whom I
have not yet heard, but shall probably soon. My informeont assure
me, that there is no one here wko hqa any legal claim to it. This
appears to be a notoricus fact. The locah*y is once of the most
valuable of any in London, on that side of the river now. The
bridges on it ave etpensn'e So much for fact.

And now, a3 to traditisn of the family of Wilscns—there has
been many error entertained. There has been no Wilson, Earl of
Warwick. A:thur Wilson, born in Yarmouth in 1596, became a
General under the Earl of Esse: X, in the war with the Dutch in
1625 and, in 1637, was steward to Earl Robert Greville, Earl of
Warwick, and died in Felsted, Xssex Co., in 1652,  Robert Gre-
ville, Earl of Warwick, died, or rather was killed in battle in 1643.
Francis Greville succeeded his father, and died the same year.
Robert Greville. brother {0 Francis, was the next Earl, and he died
In 1676, wia the present Earl of Warwick is 2 regular descendant
of that family. There has been ro Lord Mayor of London by the
name of Wiison. I find that-the name is very common all over the
kingdom.” Some have been eminent as statesmen, some of 'niiim'*'
note, some eminent clergymen, historians and artists named Vilson,
are enterwoven honorably in the history of Ensland. Bat enouck
ot present; I can only hope to write more favorzmly hereafter.

Respeetfully yours,

WM. S. WiLDER.

17 Brrrox St,, Liverpeol, Sept. 13, 1344

Dear 81 :—-T have for some time, since I last wrote you, heen
very busy, truly, in examining records and everything cise ahmm
concerning my Dusiness Licre, and ama now to sail for Amecrica in the
Roscius, bound to New York. I lhave not now time to state to you
very particularly the result, but shall do so, I hope, soon by letter
or personally. The end is not yet. I have left the pursuit to be
still continued by onc in whom [ have the utmost confidence. I
Lave thrown of nil secresy about my mission for some time past.
what would not Lave bf,cn prudent at first; but now, from tie
acqu'uma.}ve I have formed with persons in London, Cov entry,
Warwick, Litchficld. Burninghaw, and in this pla"e I rezard as

sefe. I have found fricuds on every hand in wil of thise places
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which I have visited, and a willingness on their part o render any
assistance ze«iun',d No satisfactory evidence has )et been found to
establisk our cluim.  But, I am sure, if it is anywhere in existenes
it will be found. The assistance of Mr. Griffin is neeled, but, as L
think I told you Dbefore, he is in prison and cannot act. An cffrs
is to be made to have him reicased frow close confinement, and proi:a-
bly he will be within afew months. Matters are now in such a state
that it is useless for me to remain longer at present. I can truly
say, only as my firm belief, that the W ﬂaon heirs are justly entiticd
to a porticn of the present Stonwcwh Abbey Estate, and that Lerd
Leigh will not lonz remain so securely in his ill-gotten possessions
as he has been.
In haste. yours, &c.,
WM. S. WILDER.

A7 Ses, Sept. 21, 1840

Dgar Sir:—I am now on my return to America, having (‘Mﬂ
all that, I think, can de done at yrea‘ent with Teference to our claim
in Eagland. 1 have arrived at certain facts which may I lcad to an
important and a desirable result. It is certain that the prosecution
of our claim to the property, either in London or Stoncleigh, is o
matter that cannot be done in haste, ror effectually done without
some more tangible evidence than has vet been discovered. The
property, both at Stoneleich and in London, is now cecupied by
individuals tbat have, of themselves, no evidence of ow qerch,:.
The Stoncleigh, property to which we can pretend to have any elaim.
15 only a part of t%e Stoneleigh Abby Estate, and that estate is held
by Lord Chandas Leigh, only by penmesion of the Crown: and,

rat

probably, the Crown will never confirm to him any stronger tisle
than he now hus, and a train of procedure is now in progress whish
“may soon divest bim of all claim or possession. That in Londen iz
in the possession of the city eorporation, and Alderman Ilumphrey

holds a lease of it from the city of London. I have not *'cf Leen
able to find any evidence of the existence of any Rober: Wilson, at
any time, having two sons, named Benjamin and Willlam. Wi 1:0*
is a very common name all over Enzland. T find in the Doctor's
Commons six Wills, of six different persons named Robert Wilsen.
proved between the years of 1632 and 1740, but nove of them had
cither 2 Benjamin or a William named iu these Wills. or any pro-
perty in London or C\'tonc‘xci,qh. I found, in Litchifield, three Wilis
of three different Robert Wilsons, bat with no better snccess. 1
found, alsy in Litchficld, one Will of Ann Wilson, of Sioncleizn
parish, enumecrating a large pcr=o'ml property given to various
persons, but nothing to ilentify the object of my nursniz. T vl
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alzo in Litchfield, the administration of an estate of a Benj. Wiison
about 1700, of W 'n'mclomre but nothing of any papers to identily
the property disposed ofl - I found in Dugdahs Histery of War-
wickshire, tie mention of o Wm. Wilson who resided there abusg
1630, but nothing connecting his name with the Stonelcigh estate
———leso, a Nicholas Wilson who disposed of land in Warw mk-h.r e,
about the same time. I have the exact dates of these, but they are
not now before me while writing. I could not find m\ connect:cn
of any Wilson with the O\"nt,l'.}hlp of the Stonecleizh Estate, or as
Lord Mayor of London, or Earl of Warwick. In fact, I thirk this
all must have been false tradition. The only plausibility that
appears to favor such an idea is the fact that, in possession of certzin
estates, persons have assumed the name connected with those estozes.
I am told that the present Lord Leigh was once kuown by the namx
of Smith, hut was realy a descendant from one of the ancient Leigh
family. 'There is another ‘:mly of the Leighs who claim a 1wmare
dircet descent. Che whole history of the Lcizhs and of the Stene-
leigh estate, is involved in iﬂystery I have used the best means
of which I was capable, while in Lngland, to feret out some substan-
tial evidence, but so far without any satisfuctory result. I =2l
assured that if any thing can be dene, it will yet be dene.  There
are hundreds of persons who believe that the most enormous crimes
have been committed to conceal the evidences that weuld dispusse:s
Lord Leigh of the Stoneleigh estate.  And I found, after mak ng
known my business *molrlv as I did, soon as I fourd it safe 1o do
so, that cverywhere there vwere those who would cheer fully aid ms
so far as they could czfely do it. Solicitor Griffin collected togetiier
a vast amount of evidence against Lord Leigh, and bad it pub! ished
nd circulated in a pamphles form.  This Dook was the cround cf
prosecution by Lord Leizh against Gn‘hn. For tlm Le was
indicted and tried, and the j jury brought in a verdict of guilty it
a libel on Lord Lelrrh There are a large number of copics
existence comewhcle but I was not able to obtain a copy wnti ; ;u
before I sailed, for the reason that to circulate the hook makes ik
person liuble to imprisonment. FHence, with the e: ceeption of th
gentleman who furnished me with this copy, I found no one who
dared to let me have one at any price. At present, all that can he
done, can be as well done through the means which I have putin
'equisxtzon, as thongh I shoulil remain lenger in England L..‘l
perhaps Letter; for ulthon".x. during the last two m.:-:f: I was ther
I felt no foar of danger, yet T was cautioned by my friends that Ly
life wos less sccure there than it would be in America. Iamin
hopes of sce ng you bhefore leng.
I remain, respectfully,
Yours, &g,

bt e
ot 53 "3
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We can only say of these letters written by Mr. Wilder, that
they are very singalar, but his conduct sinee his retarn in not ro-
porting to the Association nor holding any further communication
with them is more singular. It is impossible to conjecture what
Lis object can be. -

The following was printed in Walpols, September 12, 180G, ta-
ken from a Boston paper: * Died, in Iingland, the Hon. Mrs.
Leigh, of Stonley. By her death 2n estate which sixty years since
rented at £17,000 per annum devolves upon some unknown heir
at Jaw.” v

Columbus Smith informs me that thexe has been at different times
six Fryingpan Alleys in London, viz:

1. Fryingpan Alley, on the North side and about the middle of
Tuthil Street, Westminster.

2. Frymmran Alley, on the Ely side of Turnmel Strcet, near
Clerkenwell -Green.

3. Fryingpan Alley, in the West part of Spettlefields, a passarre
from Petticoat Lane to Bell Lane.

4. Fryingpan Alley, on the Abby side of Long La.ne, near Kent
Street, Southwork.

5. F1 yingpan Alley, on the East side of Maes in Southwork.

6. Fryingpan Alley, running West out of ¥Wood Street, Flect
Strect, against thie Church.

¥rom dates he fecls confident that the Wilson property could not
have been any other than the Fryingpan Alley near Clerkenwell
Green.  This, "he informs me, he went through alout ten years ago,
still bearing the name of Fryingpan Alley. It is a narrow Alley
with brick buildings on each side, and at that time it was not con-
sidered very valuable, being inhabited by the lowest people in Lon-
don. It was in this neighborhood that thieves congregated. That
while he was there the buildings in front of this Alley were all
torn down and a splendid strcet was laid out runrning from Black
Friars Bridge. So that this pmperty must have become very val-
ualtle, as business was fast working that way.

In 1857 the fellowing letter was received from London :

Loxpox, Oct. 5th, 185T7.

To the descendants of Jeremiak Vilson, living in Branton
and vicinildy, Vermont :

Having accidentally lcarned, Lefore leaving New York iu May
a

last, tlmt the dezeendants uf' the ahove ns mr‘ person rozids
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Brandon, V't., and that they claimed to be heirs to certain proy
in LxmLmJ I have since my arrival here made some euqun'v‘ re-
speeting such claim, and am fully convinced that the property
cLz“ned by such descendants consists in part of “‘Stoneleigh Abbey,”
also there is other property in London, situate in Fryingpan Al-
ley, which plac\, I have recently visited. I have also gained some
information relative to a case Qtyled ““the very myateuoub Lea
Case.”

If from what few hints I am at this time able to give you rela-
tive to this claim, you should fancy yourselves interested in this
matter, I should be pleased to hear from you, and also, if you wish
it, make a farther investigation of the claim; which I will do oo
the most liberal terms.

Trusting that I shall hear from you relative to this matter,

I remain very respectfully yours,
: J. A. INIGIHTS.
P S. ’\Iy addlecs for the present is, Reading Room, British
care of II. Hmd E:q

Iam not aware that this letter was ever answered.

Mr. Knights, I am informed, is an American now in London,
and during the rcbellion has edited a paper there, baving been there
previously engaged in investigating American claims.

The foregoing information speaks for itself. I think there can
be no doubt but the Wilsons in America, descending from Jereraial
Wilson, are justly entitled to millions of dollars v.ortL of preper ty
in England. And as we all of us know of large estates
ing having béen recovered in England for American claiinz qts *-th
cannot this mysterious case be ferreted out and the property reeov-
ered for its real owners. *

It truly scems to be a case worthy of the prompt attentioa of the
claimants. For if the property can be recovered, certainly those
ought to enjoy it who are justly entitled to it; and if it cannot be
recovered the sooner it is known the better it musi be for the
claimants.

It is hoped that all the Wilson descendants will now feel an
interest in this matter and become members of the Wilson Association,
and that many of them will take Scrips so that the money shall soon
be raised to pay the expenses of a thorough investigation in
England. The Scrips are now ready for sale, many have already
been taken by members of the family. The Wilson Associatlen
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mike very liberal .offers in the Serips to their purchasers.  If sue-
cessful, it will be seen that a large amount of moucy must first be
paid to the holders of the Serips. It is thought best, first, to offcr
to members of the family these Serps beforc aiving the chanees 1o
strangers, so that, if successful, most of the money shall remain in
the bands of those who are now interested. Such as arc not taken
by the members of the Wilson family, will be offered to strangers.
So we hope that all members of the Wilson family who desire bcnrs
will send for them without delay.

PEDIGREES.
I. Benjamin Wilson; Jonathan Wilson; ———— Wilson, died young.
Jenjamin Wilson married and had issue, viz:
. Berjamin Wilson, Jr. ; Samuel Wilson.
Benjumin Wilson, Jr., married and had issue by his first wile
IIL. Joseph Wilson; and by his second wife,

Nathaniel Wilsen, Jobn Lucive Wils n, Jonathan Wilson and
Ezekiel Wilson. ,

Jobnr Lucius Wilson, above named, marriad. Ie lived in Kiil-
ingsby, Conn. He had issue, viz:

IV. William Wilson.

Franciz Wilson, who married Abigail Feliows of Tolland, Ct..
Y¥ebruary 10, 1757, died January 15, 1767, from ampu-
tation of his leg, ao'ed 31 He <et.1ed in Coventry, Conm.
The ehildren of I'rancis and Abagail were,

V. 1. Anne \¥ ilzon, b in Coventry, Conn Jan. 1st, 17357,
2. Abigail ¢ ¢ « 3 ely 1st, 1759, m Holbrook.
3. Ruth “ ¢ ¢ April 34, 1761, m Crane.
4. Francis ¢ ¢ ¢ January 11th, 1763, m
Temperance Giddings, (cousin of Joshua 1. Giddingg,)

studied medicine with Nathan Smith, sottled and practiced
medicine in Lancaster, N. H., and died Jure Oth, 1811,
o His wife died August 31st, 1811.
. Stenhen Wilson, b 1u Coventr v, November 14, 1764
.6. Submit < “ February 12, 1767, m Buck.
The children of Dr. Francis and Tempnr nLe, Were
V1. Ilarvey Wilson, who married, lst, Betsey ogeis of \hll;eba"\’,
Vt., next Charlotte Leycv of }.»J:!mgton, Vt., and {inally
Fanny Pomeroy of Otisco, N, Y., and lives now in Auburr,
N. Y.
Anna Wilson married Wrightmzan Chapmar of iid dlnuurv Y.,
and dicd in Prandon, \'t. A
Mary Wilson married John Vulletts of Middlchury. V¢, and stili
lives theie.
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Flarrictt Wilson died unmarried it Middlebury, Vi

Franeis Wilson, born in Lancaster, N. ., Oct. Uk, 1803, nmrr“«!
Razhel Lteretia Leavenworth of Hinesburgh, Vi., where b
scttled and died Septemter 37th, 1364

Caroline \'i'xiscn marricd David B. Drake, and resides in Stock-
holm; N. )

'lhe t:mldrea of Francls and Rachel L. Wilson, absve
amed, were,

VII. TLucretia Leavenworth W 1l~u‘., who was born in Hinesbureh, V.,
' married Rev. J. B. Perty, and died March 28th, 1857.
Ilenry Miller Wilson, bora in Hinesburgh, May $1. 1335, ani

married Sarah A. Greggs of Cormn,, N. Y., September 34,
1857, and now lives in Hinesbur ch.  There children are
VIII. Francis Wilson, born January 16th, 1861, and dicd December
Oth, 1561.
" Robert Howlard Wilson, born December 25th, 1862,

The following has been received by E. J. Crmsbee; of Brandon :

Benjamin Wilson (the firsi) was born in England. After emmigm{ing fc
America. he mirried o Fuller and had two sops and seven danzghters.  The danzh-
ters married :—Ruth a Jaceb 1 Eebecea 2 Whiting ; Elizabeth a Carpenter; Betriak
a8 Wiilmott ; one a Cobly ; ore a Hallet, and spe a Frapklin., The bcy veru Een-
jamin and kau-ud Eepjamin marriea & Reil, in New Jeriey :—bhis sond by Lis
first wife, Jeseph, Josos « cud Francis,— Peujamin married for kis szecend wife;
widow Elizabeth D;r; i, whose maiden name wus Sprague ; by whor he Iad seven
sons and one c’au:*u;e*—-—t.m gons of Benjamin, by his secend wife; were Nathanisl,
John, [ uecas, Auu, Benjawin, Jonathan and Ez-kiel.

Jonathian Wilson, son cof UCD]".J.ZI by widew Llizzheth Darril. married
Lucy Dlondin of Philicbuth, Mass., by swhom he had nine sons and three (.a.u-rme:'s.
The oldest, James, macried Moily Rich ; Jonathan married Matilda Rick ; Wiiliam
Blondin married for his first wife Sally Rich; for Lis secend wife Poliy Rise 1 Then-
czer married Foily Redfeld ; Christopher mavried for kis first wise Clurizsa Rich,
for his second wile Lucy Rich 3 Ezexiel married Elizabeth Rizh 5 Shubsal died L:_x-
m.u'r.ed Reuben married Lueinda Rich Josepl married, fov hic jivst wife,
Funice b’ul t5- his second wife Naney Reed, for uis rhivd wife widow Dell @ Lasy
married Moses Lesnard : Rexanna died unmarried ; Saliy wearricd Jacodb ik,

William Blondin Wilson. had, by Lis first wite. six ¢} 1.Icucz.,-—‘-~} s seeend
wife, seven children. The children by this first wife who sarvive! d-u..-» I,
tvere : Phebe, who maariei Charles Oliver ; Lucy, who marrisl Joshus Heaiey s
Sally who married Charles Stevens, (ail raised large fumilier woe now livein
Danaville, Steben Courty. New York.

The childven of W nlnm Blondia Wilson hy bis second wife, were, Pc’Iy 3
William G., who pow resides in Shoreham, Vt. ; Louisa, who died younz ; ¥uere-
zer, who, I think, is in Minnesota ;3 Rezina 3 wio marricd Joshua Atwoou who now
resides at or near Bmﬂ"rsvxll Wis. ; Lucinda., who married Edwin R. CL«m grih,
and now resides in 8 loroh'xm Vt. ;3 Alvira, who married Edwin R. Rich, who now
Jives in Siiorelain, Vi ; Pully wmarried Johp 3. Ormshee, who now resides in
Brendon, Vi The children ¢f Jobn M. Urmsoce and Yolly Wilsen, were, Jmn M,
Jr., Low i Sacramento, € ,J. ilorpia s William 3L, now of ng«.w i : Ilvenczer
J.; Mary L.; Lydia, decenzen 3 Charles J., Jeceased ; Iidgar ., deceased ; Agacs
E.and Abky L., of Bracdon, Vi

Axl of which is respectiully submitied by
) E.J. ORIISDLE,
N. B.—Benjamin, the elder, h‘.l two Lrotlers, one of whouw ®as namoed
Jonathan, and was a luwyer.
Brandens Vt., Yohrwary 1288 1500

.
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The following pedigree has been forwarded by. Caledb Wilson, of

Topsham, Vt.

I. Benjamin Wilsop, of Fryingpan Alley, London, came to Ametiea in’
1655. His son, Jeremiah, was born the same yeur in
Charlestown, Mass.

JI. Jeremiah m ————, and had issue, viz:

11I. Jonathan was born in Dewksbury, Mass, September 24, 1703.—
Executor of bis father’s will, 1743,: Joseph Wilder, Probate
Judae. Jonathan died in Leomingster, Mass., March 31,
1789. He married and had issue, viz:

1V. Jacob, Caleb, David and Luke, and four daughters.

Caleb, son of Jonathan. above named, m and had issue, viz:

V. Susan Wilson married Aaron DButterfield.

Caleb, born, June 17, 1775, Winchindon, DMass.,, married Poily
McICeith in Topsham, April 25th, 1860, and died in Tops-
hams, April 1'7‘ , 1856. There children were,.

V1. Jane, born march 14, IQOI. died March 23d, 1344,

Caleb, born April 25th, 1803.

Iarris,-born Yebruary 4th, 1205.

George McKeith, born March 224, 1809.

Sarah. McXKeith, born March 4th, 1811, died June 20th, 1842.

Blary, born October 10th, 1813.

Susan, born May 28th, 1820,

William George, borha. J"‘) 21st, 1822,

Duncan. \Icheml, born Mayw 1ith, 1824,

Luke Dexter, born. dMarch 7th, 1927, and died Jaauary lsi,. 13G0.

The following is a very fuil pedigree of a Ebranch of the {amily, but
the dates are wanting, consequently very imperfect.

: - Benjamin Wilson came to America, A. D. 16353, and settled in Lco-
‘ minster, Mass., and had issze br.his wife Ann, viz:
II. Jeremiah, born in Chameato“ n, Mass., October 26th. 15655, and died
March 22d, 1743. He married and had issue, viz:
IIL.: Joseph, Nathaniel, Samuel and Jenathan.
Janathan Wilsen was born September 3d, 1703, crd died in Iec-
minster, March 31st, 1781) ‘
Joseph married Rebeuza I’helr):, and had issue, ’ov his first wifo, viz:
IV. 1. David married Abigial Scott. 2. P. Page. 3. Elijah married
Lucy Chamberlin.  Joseph bad, by bis sccond wife wio was
a Wilson, 4. Abner, who rn.2 rncd Lydia ( hambeilin dnd
Deliverunce. Eljah and Lucy, above pamed, had i=sue, viz:
V. 1. Lydia Wilson, who murried Samuel Cha 'uberhn and had 1ssus,
viz: Samucl, Levi, Joshaa, Caleb and Rebecea.
2. Elepha married Elizha Flagz, and had issue, vix: Earl, Elijah,
Sarah and two others.
3. Molley married Smith, and had two sons bir him: and dy
Lier second husband ——— \tone had issuz, one \L.:' hizer.
IITI. Nathaniel Wilion, the son of Jeremiah, married Eunice Duyerport,
and hak issue, vin:
(47
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"IV, '1.-Peter married Hepsabeth Wilson, his cousin. 2. Pasl marriad
Ruth Burpham. 3. Jolly married her cousin, Johin Wilson.
4. Eunice. 5. Thankfel married Richard Townsend.
Bewlah married Ismael Sawyer. 7. Rhoda married Jolin
. Burnham.
III. Sarmucl Wilsen, son of Jeremiah, married Molley Davenport, a
had issve.
1V. John Wilson married Molley Wilson. Samuel married Suvsan Divol
Benjamin married . Betsey married Ezra Freemarn.,
111, Jonathan Wilson, son of Jeremiah above named, was born in
Tewksbury, September 2, 1702, married | Iep“mezh Wilder
and had issue, viz:
1 Jacob; 2. Caleb; 3. Luke; 4. Dm. id 'zrfl daughthers, &
Loma . 0. .xhx 73 7. He ::ﬂxcth and 8. Detsev.
5. Louis married  Mikel Wooit, snd had issue, viz: Abel, Loais,
Elepha, Susan and ep sc‘u th.
6. Mary mm'ried Joseph 1Touf:x;tm, for her first husband, b" wheny
she had four clnliam viz: L Elijuk; 2. Manha ; 2. Thank
ful, and 4. Aary.” “xm mar rzed for ber second hv ~"am3
David \’v.’i'*w, and bad by him five children, two of whom
had heirs, viz: Ashel acd Thapkiul YWilson.
Y. 1. Elijah, son of Mary and Joseph 11 ioughton, akove named, marriad
Pelly Gray, and had ezfzi.t c.uidrw. viz: Lurigh, Sophia,
1’0115/, Thankfal, Amos, Martha and 1 Linory. ’
2. Biartha Houghton, daughter of Mary and )'wctm, married Joha
Law, and kad two children, viz: Joseph and Jebn.
3. Than! ful married Israel Sawyer, and had oneson, viz: Lijan.
4

-
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. Mary Iooghton married Joel Lockling, and hed children, viz :
Chloe, Silvanus, Almon, Martha, Joel, Joseph, Curtis, Free-
love and Florinda.

IV, 7. Betsey, above namad, danghther of Jonathan, married Ebex
Wilder, and had issue,

V. Senven children, Jacob, Berry, Paul, Jonathan, Betzey Nanc and
Bewlah.

1V. Hepsabeth, daughter of Jonathan, married Peter Wilson, and had
chil I"cn viz : )

Y. Gardner, Deter, Calcb Charles, Eunice, Thaokful, Hulda, Hepsa-

. bcﬂl.

IV. 1. Jacob, son of J opathan above named, married P Freeman, and
Lad issue, viz:

Y. Jacob. Darid, Lsther, Polly and Hepsabeth.

IV. 2. Caleb marr .~3'.1 Phezbe Divol, and bad issue, viz:

V. Suzan and Caleb.

1V. 3. Lake muarried Anpa \'Vildﬁr, and had izsue four children, Iz,
Lydia, Nuncy and Esher.

1V. 4. David marricd Dorcus Osgood, a2nd had issue, v'z :

Y. Dorcus, Jonathan, Olive, Luke, Caivin 1d Be

The principal part of the {ollowing pedigree was furnished by Mrs. .
.- Doane, of Shorehians, Vt., mostly taker from s family record in the

o‘



l-:).

7

Britde of Jokin Wilson, who settled in Taunton, now in possession of Muis.

Dlinn, in Shercham.  This bible was printed in 1741.

1. - John Wilson settled in Tavnton, Alass,, married aod had issue, one
801, viz : ,

Ji.  Jobn Wi ilsen, who m‘u'rled Aary Green, of Worcester, Mass., anl
had issue, a son and a daugiter, viz:

JII. Poreuas and John Wilzon, who married Cynthia Gouid, Februarv
5th, 1781, and scttled in Warwick, Mass. Herp ,mot-_e..
medicine, 'mJ died I:*ebrum‘y Gth, 1823, und she dxed Maven
Sty 1824, They had issue, viz:

XV, 1. Gardner Wilson, born Feb. -3d, 1783, married and had issue.
viz: Catherine, who mag;@d Clark, how l'"nrr in
Woeodstock, 1L, and S. 2. Wilson, now living in Waddin
ton, St. Lawrence Co., N.. Y

Detsey Wilson, born July 39th, 1;85, married Dr. E. Rlinr, |
vho died March 28th, 1842, She is now living in Shore-
ham, Vt.

3. John Wi uon, born Jan. 25th, 178‘,, married Deborah Cuzhinar,
June 14th, 1812, resided in Shoreham, Vi., and kad sev
-‘~ildren, viz :

%. 1. Jaze Ann Wilkon, born July lst, 1813, married Schuyler Doane,

where they reside.
2. Mary Ann Wilcn, born May 224, 1815, marrned Abner Weils
both dead, s. p.
. Johr Biin W deon, born Scpt. 19th, 1817, died, his widow is iz
Lassar, Michizan.

Chailotte Wilson, born Oct. 13th, 1§20, died young.

John Wilson, born Oct. 21st, 1822, died young.

. Clark Wilton, born April 17th,-1825, isnow at 117 Bowerw

New York city. 1

7. William Wallace Wilon, born lay 20ih, 1828, resides in

assur, Michigan.

Darfee Wilsor, born in Leicester, Mass., Jan. 23d, 173%, had four
brOLhPI‘S, viz: John, Daniel, Wesswell and \ata wiel, and five

8
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s13ters.

Durfee Wilson, died in Colehester, Vt., Oct. 17th, 1830, leaving childrer. |
vizZ: L )

Eliza Ann m Loomis, lives in Chamglain, N. Y.

Merzitt 33, YWilson, 1 < ¢

Durfce ¢ lives in Tolono, IIL

Hen(7cr<rn C. Wilson, lives in Colchester, Vi

Natnaniel E, K2 e 6 e

Harriett A. Cliamberlin, lives in Plattshurch, N, 7.

- The following pedizree is taken from Di. Bornd's Hiustory of Waik-
town, MMass., page 975, purporting to belosz to the Wilson .axr:n-y.
WOOLSON.—Thomos Waolson, Sen., was selectmen 1690, 17092, 1702

1703, Itis probuble thint the correct orthography of this name i
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- Wilson, and that Thomas Woolson was releated to a famiiv <
Wilsons in Newton.  In the church records of Wezion, it is e
» times written Wilson, and likewise in Watertown records.

Thomas Woolson, Jr., and family, moved to Watertown, 17I5.

Capt. Jonas Woolson, of New Ispwick in 1739, one of the first five =:-
tlers therein, m., June 23, 1742, Susanna Willis, of Townsend. 11.-
died 1790, aged 78, and his wife died 1790, aged 70. Chil,

1. Elizabeth, born 1743, went to Wat., May, 1766, and cauti:
entered ; died 1704
2. Susanna, born 1745. 3. Martha, born 1751. 4. Jonus
born 1757. [See His. of New Ipswick, p. 444.]
Sybil Rooper was probably a daughter of Iiphraim and Sybil, of Scdbury.

~ All of which is respectiully submitted, .
L Q. SMITZ.
Monkton, Vt., April, 1356.



