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l1l{G1~NIZ11-TI0N. 

}.!any members of the \Vilson Family held a, meeting in Br~naon, 
Vt., on the 7th d~y of October, 1865. The object of thjs meeting 
was to collect, from tl1c different b:-anel1cs of the :family, inforn1n.tion 
in their possession relative to the "\Vilson pro?erty in. Fryingpan 
1:\.lley, London, auJ in Stoneleigh }.Lbbcy: in the County of ,rurwick~ 
England, er eisc,\here, SQi<l to be worth millions of doliai-s; autl 
belonging to the \YiJsons in . .A.mrric1. 

It was thought the time !rn.J. then urri,cJ. when there should be 
joint_action in t?c matter, and some step3 shoulcl be tak•3n t•) ascer­
taiu for a certainty ,Yheth·3r this prop0rty co1.1.ld or could IJ.ot. to 
recovered by the ,Yilsons in ..L\.mcrica) anJ. if it could :c.ot, then have 
the long agitated question Si:!t at re.st foreYrr. ~ 

As C. I\I. Fisher, tl1e p:irtner of Columbus S~ilit, was tben (and 
now is) in England, attending to similur business, it was thought. a 
favorable opportunity then presented itself to have th~t cfa.hn 
thoroughly inyestign.tod. 

""~fu~r mattiri} deliberation, the followirig constitution was adopted : 

PRE.t\..J.\tIBLE-
WnER'E..1.3, Certa.in Wilsons <lieu in Eu~h!!<l, 1e:1.viu; rc:il ::i.nd pers,mal J)rofc-:rty 

!lt the time of their death to the a.~'lount of three ruiUio-us of dulbr~ or rr.oi-e-, ~n,1 
whereas, the next of kin :ind ht:ir.s to t11is p:·oper~y arc s::i.5.,1 to be ia Aseri•.:,1, nrn,-. 
m order to pn,sccute the inYestig.itio:a and pr•)cur·e the ped1iree of the t.i.w:!y and 
as~rt:iin whether or not tllere is ::my such property, -we, th~ uwJer.::i~u.e1, d1) 

hereby agrte to form c,ursch·cs into an Asso~lation u1.1der the following 

CONSTI,..I1UTION. 
A.B:r. lst.-TI,is Sodcty ~hall be cr-..llc'l the \\.il.'3vn A.~5oc::,tion. 
A.RT. 2J .-C. ~I. Flsh~r. of V c:rgc:.rnc.~. an.-1 Co:n,.H'!i:L; S.nith, of S1.li:-bury, Yt., ara 

hereby 2pprJ;[!:,:d sg:::ut-: for thr: ~,ur11:)~e cf :r..".·;::;;ti~-•-t~n6 th~c:1.:-:-:c in Er:~l,mrl, 
aucl ~r~ re,!u:i'i:'1 fr:;!!:. i.imr.: t') tirr;t.: !:,; l..!l:ik:: r,ri.ntcu re1)ort.3 of the:ir ~1,_,ir163 
tc t!i.:} lliec...:.l--1t~.-:: ot tl :~ /~ssc11':i:.:.t:cn. 

A T "d Tr.,,..1.·-=on (-)- ' .. j.j. ;;: -., l k .. on ,, , J ~r TI",·'1'"'C'• ,I" C:: 11,1 ... , .... "I)"~ .:-1.R • ._. .-&,'-'-• 1.. A • __ 11~.~:i~ ca. .•• ou , , ~-n(l •• _. . 11 a ~ .... -.;;, _,.., v _ ·--~•.,,1_-, \ .... , 
~re hc:.:-1::l,v e~:vr1\-.~r•.:1l t,1 r.1:se two tll.:.u:~.1.r, 1.l •~i,ll:J.rs. to c·-:-.·cr tb:~ 1i~c:~:;J.1·v­

expcnses attcn,liu~ the m'.~Ltcr of inYE..::~iga.!.::1:.; d!•,.; (:;_~~-:! i:~ !:"~~~l:u;,J., ~!l•l a.!l 
othi;:>r n~~essnry ir:.,::i-J<":nhl c:::J:,'::n-:c:-; Cl)~r,c~~e·i thcr~!v,ith, hy i'.:::.~ui!'l~ such hn 
amou!!t vf Sc!'ip ~~~ ~r!aE CC; n-•~cc-,~;:;'l!"Y, y;i.l1;;~ :..1.11 St:ri!) ~t!:.:.H t,.;; a ll~n u1,on 
the p1operty wti;;::i. rc-:•),.;r(:-1. 
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_.;_P._';. 4th .-E\·crr ~ :ri r, shall h~ :.::old r,:,;.• fi.,.·c J0~ ~~r:::. c-:~tit1in~ th~ Tn.1::\.:L:1~~r to ,,;:,P 
.. • - • - £ .. 

ln.:nth-eJ. 1folli.lt:S cut c.f tl.c fa·~~ mo:.1cy n:c.:r,·t•::-cd from s:1ill 1->tat~ !Jy ~L~.Y 
ru~1~bcr ~f tl: ~ .:\s::oei::,.. ~:·.,n. :::::J no mo:-~ sc::: ._) ih1ll be t:'11J i.Jv ::n.i-1 tlrrcn: . • .. r 
th~u sk11l b~ r.1.e~es:::1ry to ~G~ ~h~ f~forc;:;a:J. sum c,i t~7~ thvuSft!'..d riolfr.t':::. 
togct'hcr wit!:i th':! c~p,::r:s~s cf t:he ~.i!c thcrc,:,f, whi{.;h shall in llv c·.-cnt 
C:S.'..'C:Ctl ten p~r cent. of the ~f::0dpts of th:: s~fo of ca.ch Scfrn. 

A!rr. 5th.-Thc S;J.iJ Smith au-i Fish~r ~re to be ~:lo~cd fifteen -hu.ndre~ d:)lbr~, 
to:- making a t:icroi.1gh :n·n~stigation of th~ ,::~~e h:1 Eng hind, Tdth ref;,,reu~e 
to whether or not the:·c is l)rc,perty there, if ::my, it.5 ~ituu.ti:n and r:.1so the 
pedigree of the ra:rty le:-.,yi!l~ the same, an.Jin addition thereto, we tgrc-1.! t0 
ps.y them ten 1,cr cent. c,f u.U \te, or :my cf us, 01· o~.:- heir~, muy rcco\"c!." 
from s!:l.id esfa.!c. 

ART. cth.-No memb~r cf t'Us ..:\.~sociaticn. sh~1l be l~ablc to p:1.y ~ore tn:m 'three 
dollar::, a~ e~pe:c.ses, or cor:ip,~nsation! er cthcrwi'5c, :o ar.y l)~rso.u or pcrson:5 
wh3,te,er. 

ARr. 7th -An:,. me:n ber of the -n·uson Fnmi1y may bee om~ a me~1:;cr of this AsS()­
cia.ticn by }):lJil!g th!·c0 dolls rs to .H. 0. Smith, of :\lonktci:.. \'"t., ~ud sign­
ing this Consbtutio:i, e1t~tling en.ch mem!Jer to a prb.tro report of all 
info1·mr.tic:n an~ reports mo.de in the case. a:id also to the sum of fifty dollJ.r.s 
o-;.;.t of t!i~ mo:nE'.'y 1·ecovered. 

Bra.tdon, Vt., OctuLe:- 7th, l.:C.5. 

Names r..nd rcsiuences cf the members cf the '\Yi1so.J. .t\.ssociation · 
H H '!\Iern·tt 'P.-a"' ~i'~ ,-t lDr:,,.;~~ C c1 ... r1• Cod.,.;r. •t,;n (,'ll"•~r1 -, .. ,,- ,-t' -♦ • l.l , :.-IL .;.1\.• .,,._! ., ., , &I.I,, • •~ 1'\.' . .£ •~ . .-:., , ..... a.1.,a• .. L·. ) ,._:,,....,. 

\ •r-lcom C .,. ~l ··r-. ,·\:-<:,-1 \r; J"'"..... ~'Pt \\:r .... 1 t'·r I· ' ,, .,,r;_· c,-d,,• ·"' ,,t - ,~. · r .,. , ..... •:i. -
, ~ • , • ~~•··, .' 1,; .t-.._,·, , • . .d ~ ,. vi .. ~, J,1 .1 .• ;._, 0.1, .._ .. J.,l.:•.!:l. , 1 ... ~t. 

J h '1 ,,··1 '\:" -· ,. · le · · c· k ,,. 1 - • • ,,. • o n ... , • ,· .1. son, .... ...:<:>u. · t. :."',1::nnc J:lr-, oo:. . .stoc", 11,mc,1.s. 
Bcnia.•,.,e11 J n·,, ·u··, 1~.-1~n,.., ,-.. r; C 1.:.-.1 1 · ,r:,1.)i"lJ•1r,· .,.,.t 

.. J L.U. • ' ' -L!, ..... .!...>.J.J.t. .... -.,, ,. ....~. '• ••..•• :-~ ,.'!..;..J. ..... ;:'l_i;, :. - , ' • 

John. O. ll:iy-moncl, fc,r Ad.dine '\Yils~n, Ci-- -: ... lbc::·! V,-:!,,>!1, Ein~5bm.-Y. X. Y. 
wen, Vt. _ l~eo~ge_~\"~l~\~•!l, ~11;;~bu1-y,_ K. r. 

Jo'L.nHcrt,-. .... Ru+, .. ,..,, "{'t '1So"u'\l-,t1"(r H11·,--1·• 1 > ,- t:f C iJ~ I .,,.l.,.l~ '- .,_.'4...,U1 l' • ._ -' • .. .i.,,· .... .::"', .•. ~U. . .a.t: • .,,_,. J. • 

Da1~iel P. '\\'ih.lt::r, 'l'y:=.o:i'::; Fur~ace, Vt. · 1Grovcm,r \""i"aHis, s~t.11.t,.1.r-.-~ Vt. 
T· l" • "!\I \r. 11...,... ~ .•. -~ ..... _ ... 'l""- '!',1·,.., .... l ' 1:_; ._ .. ,;,.,.,. ,. .. : ,; t _.., 1.r: ,,r .. t · f .. u 1us .1-". ,, a ,_i_::e, ,,1;., ... ; .... ~, l i. .., ...... ts _-1._ J.·.e ...... :,, •. ~.<.;,., e ... t.:JUb,1.c:.r o 
,v. R. Smith, n.:mby, Yt. I X. C. Brook~, !3ro,:;?::;;Ynle. Vt. 
GD c;:poor.cr Rut-'an•1 "-+ 1I-I;·1,J·, 111-· T.T-1~11, 1·r.,•~· -r,·•t·•"~I \'t • • a..;; ~ ' _, ~.1. -..., \' "w ! -•·_,..,., ----• ·''-" .... ,.-'-..:•.,1• .J.. "-"'~~~va.\.J • 

Ge?rge ~ruit~~ Sa<lou!y• ·yt. _ I \riiUs C!?.r~. llut!e:-, Oi!io. . 
Phmcss S. \\ tlso:i, "\"\ :l(:.:11116 ton, ~- Y. 1Jacob '\\. Clark, Dutlo2r, Oh~o. 
Harriet A. Cha:nber1i:n, r1attsbu::-6h, N. Y.! Heman ,vn.:on. P. O. addrc:.:s Eliz:.be~t:~ 
Cabb ~Vilson, Topsh!?.I!l, Vt. j to,-.·:n, ::N'. Y. · 
:Eliza A. L:)c,mis: C!~1r.1p!a!il, :{. Y. S. G. Cuwles, }~mnklin, 'S. Y. 
"!If ·t T' .... ·, ,.. 1 " ....... ~- ~1l .L V . 'l:' k1 " ,. , • .. , 1:rr1 t .,_ ,, 1.:-,:,r., .... i.~~:rL:p.ain, .;.;, • .1.. ~ ,er .. _00;:<:1 .l!ra,1 ·Jln, A'• -· 
lfot-::cy T::iDr:: ~.;wr~h·A,m. Vt. Alonzo C<.,bl£:igh, rcr wife, H~:cfo r:..r1:, "Vt. 
J·, .. le. ,. D -.• ," .:;; 11---1-,,.1- "m ,~.. 1· '"•\\" ·1 a- ... f T'r,'1"1 •·on l>.., '!.-.,.- -:~(-i <' "[ ~. •'· '-' .r... L ... ~. ~ ..• ,.-.i. •.• ~ "· I ..... _, .. ,... t f 1., •• , .u-.... --~;:, .... 1, Y '-• 

Alont.h:. L \\"1L<:un. Bnr;,ce, G:-ci:r.shoro, Yt.: ~lifon. \-,/il:-on, C0lc:he:-t::er. Yt. 
Eben r.. \Vil~on, P:!.,•,"lH~c City, ~;ebr:iska. !XMh~nie:l E. Wilsoa: Cokh:;::t~::-, Vt. 
Ebenezer J. Ormsbee, Br~nc~(.m, Yt. \,v. F. ,Tenninhs1 Danh:::.r:1.. C:rn~11:~ E.12~. 
Asa. Goot!no, Br:;r.(k,n, Yt. lE. ,v. '\Yil,.::c,x, N'crth liyd~ .P:::.?·~:, ·rt. 
Ch~lcs 0. "Whitc, !-lidcllebur:-,·, Yt. !1\'\°illiam \\"ibcn, 1':i.:~·f'ax C1J., Y:,. 
Durfee R. Wil~t•n, To!or.o, l~iicol~. Sn:r~l! lI. I·ottcr~ :F.:·rt L.i·::.,rJ: :-;. Y. 
Mary Clark, Cod.:lngt~:1, Ca!!~tb. '\Yc:;t. 

~OTB.-In order to ~h~c cvGry mcm~~r of the \V1l~va J.~amily U'l 

_opportunity of becoming n1embcrs of the A~::vciation, the -\Vil:~cn Coi.:;ti­
_tution hns been printed ~1.nd sent, fo: ~ignr~-s to '\·n:,·irJPS r:r:(!wLcrs 0f tl.:.e 
farnily in diilerc11t part:; of the C'.Juatry; b..1t many r.:1f th~:--:e l!:i,;e nul yet 
~cen re:t·,rnp•l c::o t!1af tL,~ l':i••,:·--;: .,r re. .. a::·~· n1~reb•PT's (''"'"no~ t.l"'lr .... a1)pt">ar • - ,,,.. ""' -'-; ... • ~ L, .., --- '.a..._ •. _ ~ ., ,_ -'-~ ... , ........................ "' C. ....... • 



R PO l~'I'. 

To TllE \\" ILSOK ..,_.\.SSOCIATIO~ : 

In uccorda.nce with the wishes of your .1\.ssoci~ti~n, I here sab­
mit to you the following report v,hfrh: in the present state of th0 

b . ,. ":\'I'" b "' ' ,. ... l c.asc, must e very 1mporrcct. ...,'.I.any men1 ors 01 tuc :ram11y 1a,·e 
not forwarded to me pcdjgrccs of their fami]y branch sufficiently 
perfect to have printed. On tb~t account most of them I 1ttve 
omitted, thinking it v;ill be far better to omit than to have theni 
printed imperfect and crron~ous. \' ery much of the following 
information has been furnished me by Colu~bus Smith: of S1Esbury, 
and by J. 11. "\Yallacc, of Sudbury, \'t. 

Aln::osi every nembcr of the "\Vi!scn fa:niJy have long heard that 
t11at there was a gre:1t property jn England thought to belong to the 
"\Vilson family in America~ and at many different times the Vlilsons, 
principally in Kew En~1and, ·have become much interested in this 
matter, and have tried to have an examination of their claim mauc 
in England. 

About 184~, the :fi1rnily seem to hnxe b.kcn a deep intc:re.3t in 
this matter, and at that time had many family meetings and formed 
an association for the purpos'1 of having their claim invcstjgatcd ii! 
_England. 

The followin6 notice was taken from the Troice of Freedonrl 
printed. in Brandon, sho,ring the narc es of the officers of the'\"\ ilsc,!1 
Jieirs Association at that time : 

OFFICEI{S OF THE "\VILSOX IlEIRS .c\SSOCI.A.TION. 
PORTER I-Iov.-E; ,vest Rutland, "Vt., rresidcnt. 
II. 1-I. 1\Icrritt, Sudbury, ·vt., V'icc-Presidcnt. 
Everard C. Eells, Sudbury, I 
J. ,v. J3oynton, Orn-en: Cor .. See's. 
C. E. Lock1jng, "\V. Hutland, 
J. :Boynton, Orwell, 1'rea3urer. 

SPECIAL Co:\errTIEE.-A.t tllc rnc0tir1; of tho ... \~S8C]ation, ir~rth 
2, 1848 the fcll0'\1ili1'l' n:imr.;1 r:-r-1tf·1,·• 1 L<••r -n-~rr. r-, ,tV,~]f-1"rl t") c:nr.,,;., l 

I ' ~ .. Q '-"'""' ~- .1r4..,l. _.,._.._ If"- '"" ,.._ . ....,•,, ....... .., ... t ... '·,! , 1
~1..(..t. 
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conrmitt~~ fvr cm1J1oyi116 en :1.;ent t(, ~ccurc the property 11~ EnghinJ: 
clai1ucd hy tlw· h('ir;:, of J ~re!ui~1h Y{il~on : 

.'\' i1J}~n1 \Yi]5on, Brighton, )las.s. 
J. ~I. \Vall is, Sudbury, "\:- t. 
Grovenor \r aiiis, Sudbury, ·rt. 
J. \V-.. ]Joynton, Orwell, \:--t. 

ADOPTED r..ULES or THE .A~50CL\.TIOX. 

Any person can become a 1ne111ber of this .Association by ad\·.1nc­
~ng, to the Treasurer, the stun of FiYe Dollars, free of expense. 

Should the estate in prospect, not be secured, the funds, unex­
pended in the cfl~.:a-t to obtain the property cfo.in1ec1, will be diridi-.!d 
umong ·1.l1e members of the Associati'"1n. 

Should the property in anticip!ttion be s .. ccurcd, those who shn.11 
Lave becorue 1nernbers. but can1.tot substn.ntiate their claims to heir-- . 
ship, will receive back the u1nount of rooncy they advanced, and 
will be liberally cornpen2ated for their t1<.lvunces-risk and d(;iays. 

SEl1.EI 1--~EELEH., 
For Ass!Jciation. 

I understand the .. A..ssociation raised considerable money for the 
rarpose of huYing this claim thoroughly investigated. E. ]?. 

] lodges, Esq.~ of Boston, now of J..\ 1Yw York City, -wus emp1oyec1 by 
thc1n to examine their papers and make a report of the cn.se. I fir:] 

the followjng in the Voice of F'reedonz., printed at Brandon, ~I=ird1 
~th, 184S: 

\VTLSON HEIRS ASSOCIATION . 
.i\.ccording to prerious notice, this Associa6on convened at tl:o 

Brandon House this day, ut 10 o'clock, .lt. ~I., and organized by 
appointing SETH I{EELER, President pro. tem. 

J. W. BoYXTOX, Secretary. 
The meeting being organized, the following h~gbly valuable 

Report, prepared by E. F. Hodges, Esq., of Boston, was presented, 
discussed, and adopted. · 

TO THE WILSOX ASSOCI.A.'l'IO~. 

Last summer the ofilcia1 authoriti~s of your .. c\.ssocin.tion submittecl 
to me certain papers touchiu6 the title to property in England, for 
the invcsti~ati,)n of ,;-;hich you ha Ye united.· At the request of yo;1r 
officers, I have carefulJy examined anJ compared those documc!lL3> 
and have apr,liu.1 for fi1rtbe:r inforrn:1tion at sach sou.rec::; as gr1~•J 

Promise of }i.-,.ht. tLis si<lc of tho ,A.tb.ntic. Thourrh the au.thc·nt!C 
C , D 

facts discorcrcil iu t1i 1.: cour.:se of ti1-::sc rc.3carche=, nrc fo\r, an,1 ,,f 
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remote connection with the n1ain sul,jec.t of inquiry; yet the inJica­
tions derelope] :tro nun1er1Jus,-consist0nt with cadt other, ~-a11.l 
directly declare the existence of landmarks beyond the sea~ which~ 
if discon~1·cd1 will be unequi\·ocal cvit1encc of the rights of the heirs 
of Jeremiah \Vilson to ai large and valuable property j_n Eng1arnl. 
I therefore beg leai·e to pr~sent to you the theory Yihich the inionn­
ation I have gained seems to support: and to offer a fi~.._-r sug~cstioD:t 
concerning the means to be adopted by you to develope, and if 
possible, confirm to the heirs in this country, the title to these 
estates. . 

The following narrative presents what I believe to be the :fac~;_; 
which bear upon the title to this property, anJ though n1y beljef is 
based upon no authentic cYfr1ence, yet it is supported by such cir­
cumstances as can not filil to produce a 1noral conviction of its truth : 

Robert ,vnson was the owner of cert:1in estates in En£:1:!nd. viz: .__ , 

farming fo.nds situate<l at Stonelejgh, in \Yar·wicksbfre~ a?:1d scvcr:.11 
houses (supposed to be 4G in number) in Fryii:gpan Alley in Lon­
don. IIe died in 1644, lc~ving two chikh·zn~ one, ,Yjlli::im~ the 
younger, to whom he <leviseJ the estate ut Stoneleigh! r..nd ::inother, 
Benjamin, the elder, to '\\"'hon1 he de~i;ed the reversion in the houses 
ju London; having given them by the same ttfll to his wife, for her 
life. 

In 1665, Benjainin carac to this country and settled at Charles­
town, near Boston. In 1G81, and probably upon the de~th of his 
mother, the widow of Robert "\Vilson, Benjn,rnin went to Engiand, 
and while there, died. "\'{illiam, his younger Lrother, pi-oeu1·c,l 
from his widow in this country the documents necessary for th,1 
settlement of his estate, and the confirmation of the rjghts of the 
1'idow and children. Benjamin's children dietl v;-ithout heirs, ::::J.ve 
Jeremiah: who left six sons, and. from whom are descended .all the 
persons interested ju this property. 

"\Villiam died without heirs. about 1735. After the death of 
Will~n.m, a person pretending 'to be an agent of Lord Lcigl/s, of 
Stonelcigb, car.oe to this country ancl procured from J ercminh and 
his eldest son, a lease of the Stone1eigh property, and a power of 
attorney to collect the rents of the T..1on<lon l1ouses, and gave r?. bend 
for the· payment of a large sum ofmoney:-probably £10,000. Or, 
jnstead of giving the bond, it is more likely that the p~yruent of thi5 
sum of money was stipulated in the lease: and th~t tf;c ](;3~e was an 
irnlcnture jn two p~rtsi one for en.ch party. The lease was probaL1y 
for sixty years~ tLough it 1nay ha-re been fo:r ten onJy. TLcse 
Paners were mad,:; bv. n.nd probably acknowlcd<""cd be:0re, Josenh - ., , 0 • 

,vj]son, Esq., one of the ,J ustjccs of tLe quorum. I ~!n inc11ncd to 
believe the estates wc:re .... entailed: and therefore this agent :found it 
ricccssary to lw..vc the eldest son of J cre1niah jo~n· -ffith tl,c fi.tli c!· ir1 
makin0rr the lease f;r the PHlT•C·,~C: of S'!Curin~ the csta tc:, ~ zn ir1:st J1 irr1• 

- - \....,,1 "-i , 
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£.1r the term of sixty T"en.r$. should the fi1thcr die before thD te:rruin­
atinn of the dcrnistJ ..... Or, {t, 1na,r be, tha.t the ptocccJings before )Ir. 
'\Vilder -r;ere intended by this agent to have the force of ·a common 
recs,·ery: a 111ode of barring entails~ dc~iseu by· the English 1:iwrcrs 

. after the r~ssage of tho Statute of ,v cst:uinster. If ho,YcYer: such 
_v,as. his desir,':1, tho proceedings were utterly insu:ffici~nt f..Jr that 
purpose. The only circun~stance that gives any foundati011 for this 
sn~picion: is, the oft repe~tcd ~.vcrmcnt in the family thn.t Judge 
"'\Vilder, of tlie Proba.tc Court: mude a record of tho lease, po,ver of 
attorney, or bond, 

One cor1y of tho lease and the power of attorney, '\\'ere t~ken by 
this pretended agent. the other copy of th~ lcase1 "·hich was left 
with the Lessor~ ::i.nrl w~s thea the only e\"'i<lencc of title in their 
lrn.nds, wn.s sub;:;c<tucntly abstracted fro1n thDir 1)0.:;ses3ion bv ~ 

• L ~ 

strnn[!:er ,,·ho !"::eemrd to be ~n En,.,.1ishn1an, ~nd ·who took rrren.t ,_.. 0 0 
• l-. • • · I . 1 , ri, h ., . . 1 . p~uns to 6(1:t tu~ ctcc.umcnt n1:o ns 1a11us. .1. c ne1rs 1n t us country 

have nt djfforen t times ma:.lc efforts to 0?1tu.,ia the property, but they 
ha·rc been fruitle5.s~ save tha.t in their progress, a fmv fi1cts hc1xe 
been developed fron1 which an inference nrny be drawn foxorah1e tt..\ 

the claim. The n10st important of ,vhich are these :-Difi~rent 
branches of the Leigh famiiy, between 1825 and 1 S30, had 0s long 
contested suit concerning th0 title and estates at Stonelci6h. .i\t 
this 6mc Jfr. "\Vhite was em';)loyei.l bv the heirs in the lTnited Shttl':1 
to jnyestigntc their claims. ... Ile recO~t1UlCndcd that the hoirs shon.1d 
make t~rrns with one or the other cf these pa.rtics-aft~r which 
recommendation, his conduct ancl silence gives reason to sup-p::,se he 
,vas bribed to betrn.y his employers, or at least to forego any efFJrt 
to aid them. ....-\.lso the character of the occupJ.nts of the hou5es in 
London has heen shown to be such us to warrant us in bcli<rrin~ that 

. their titles might be defective, nnd yet no notice bo tn.ken of the 
dcfoct. Vlho ,;yas to n.sk, whether the landlord of this thio( o~ that 
receiver of sto1en t·ooch. held the nr·c1:1ises lJy ,I:::.·tuo of an cxnirccl 

0 , • " 

lease, or a valid deed absolute? 
The general features of t!1i~ talc, such as relates to the c.xistcnc0 

and locality of the property ; the clevfoe of it by Robert 1Vilson ; 
the emigration and death of Benjamin '\Yilson ; tho gj_ying tho lclsc 
and the loss of the connterp:1rt., or bond, fro1n the he.nus of Jeremiah 
1Vi1son, are supportecl by no authentic ei·idence. This should h~ 
clearly and dt:finiti,.-cly und~rstood. There is not~ nor, as far as I 
have been n.b!e to disc1.r;er1 Irn.s there been since the lo3.3 of this lease 

1.. 1 . 'h h 1 "' , l . . h' ., t· or f..iOnt: 111 tde L.t1.nc s or tnc 1c1r.s 1n t 1s t:O-;.lntry, any au tr.en 1c 
evidence of the::e facts. l~ut there are pro0f.; on 1y ono degree below 
n.uthcntidty, ·which c~rry 1-r!oral conYiction of their truth. 

1.'l?c nun1crous documents gatl1crcd by Luke \Vi1s;)n r..nd by this 
\ . . f 1 · ~ 1 . 1 f T • l ,.\... l 'i .· "~()Cir·'"(J'l ''fJ''l ( 11'"or•,.,1~ (,c.::r•o1n1 ·1 .. ;•:.: () ., r,)•,,r(\,•t l , ... , 1c:011 'lD(t t1J(' .-. '-'·-'· _, 1..,_._j .:. 1 A. t-' .. 4. .1..i.-, '-"••"' .•• _,..,_ . .., J... •. 1,.1,,, • .., ~ _ v'-,;,•,.•-·•-A•I"••" l .. ,.., ~ " _,. .,, 

l. . . . 1 ·, l ,. . . ,.. , 
f-1•~. ,t,n,.,,,. l·"'n· ,.,,, , r·•··n T"I:"''•' ·rr:-11n,··"\1'l/')'l t,.-. ~('T~~!'?,'::::,n. nr.:·~ :_(1~,n'::. 
, .. ' .. .1. 4'.J:' ... .a..; •'' L"L•'• '"•''" .•. _J. .,.,.:. __,. ... , .......... """ •• • 
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ft·esh a.nd c~car in the n1inus of the colb.ter:.1 branches of the fitmi­
ly so £.1r ren1oved in relationship from each other that tLey have 
not even traditi0nary connection, all telling sub~tantially the same 
tale; ~eem -re1~y ccnclusiYe evidence that there j3 a fonudation of 
truth upon wbid1 this 110.rrative is based. Fabulous stories, jdcnti­
c~l in eycn minute particnlars1 would hardly spriPg up ~pontan(ous­
ly in scattered f.nnilies~ buving no personal association <lr.d no con­
uectiv-e tie, save what is found in tracing backward the thi-ead of 
their desGcnt till they n1eet in a comn1on anc~stor. 

,v e will sn.ppos~ th~ general features of this story tru'J. It 
shoul<l also be rernembered tbat nothing a(.h·crs3 is to be ar~ueJ 
fro1n the absence of authentic proof; for no ei;"'idrnce of tit1c could 
be in the fi1mil y, sa vo the bond or lease; these, all the tr:v1it.ir.ms 
say, w€re ~tolen. The title deeds were with Robert 1\"ilson in ltj1}J; 
after his de:1th \1l"i11ian1 took the t1ccds of Stonclcigh: and pro!Jai)1;r 
the deeds of the London property ren1ained with his wido,,·. ~\ hen. 
Benjamin ,vent to England in 1\381, for the purpo3c of col1ccti11i 
reuts, he ;nust ncccss:u·ily lrn,t;e take~ all the papers ho had con-
11ectcd with this property. These circumst~-:.nccs, togethB_r \Yith th0 
fact that after his death "\Villiam sent to this country for further 
,·ouchBrs for the purpo3e of confirn1i:Jg the title, would: it seer.cs: 
znost sn,tisfactorily account f.or the absence of evit1e!lCBS of title tu~tt 
~\~e con1d call authentic. In fa.ct, the death. of "\\'illiam ·without 
11eirs. left these '3stutcs with no arcnt to care for th1:m: an<l the!r . '-' . 
heirs in this country y;jth no proofo of title. \Yheai then, the bon(1 
or .lease was stolen, there coukl Ly no chance exi5t any eviilence of 
title, s1ve what was in the hands of \Villiam~s representatives :lnll 
the Le_ighs' lessees of Jeremiah and. John \Yllson. For, it is t1) b0 
notiqecl that th~re arc no 0flices for the general registry of dcci.ls in 
Eng1and1 and the dee<ls th~mselvcs are CD-refill1J prcscr;ecl. as 1ho 
only voticher3 of title rc~ognizccl in law. ..:\.t the expiration of thtJ 
lease to Leigh: there ·was of course no one. in J~ngbnd to call upo:i 
~l1e lessee to surrenl1~r, and no prying, curious neig~1 ~Jor to look 
into the registry of dcc<ls and te1i l1im his title 1r~s <lcfoctivc~ :).nd 
that the heirs of Jeremiah "\Vi1soa ,Yore true inherit.or:; of a lar_;e 
portion of his fair domain. · 

I believe then, gentlemen," t111t {he hcir3 of J crcmiah '\',"i1:;,)n 
werQ once entitled to these estates in Eng1auc.1, wLatcvcr n1,~y be 
their present rights. I ~m led to and confirmed in this heliet' by 
the prevalence iu crcry br:1nch of the :fo.rnily, of tbc sa.rr10 ir,1ditiou., 
ancl by the consistency in all the p:1rticub.rs of this tradjtion 1rith 
each other and the ,rholc. 

I will now~ with your lc::tVC; briefly o-ffor n, r~.,p sng;:;estion:5 ('<Jil• 

cerning the future co.1r3c to be adop~erJ. I h:.1v0 vj_;;i tetl Ca:nbr11Jgr:, 
Iiantastcr and Lcomin;::tcr, an<.l care:Zully exarn.ined t110 1'':l:onL i:>f 

those towns and of the old c0:1rts. for i11 fc,nn~ t7•Jn. I L~ vc u1::~ 
' 

( ')'' 
,-) 
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written to the Consul in Lontlon for a like purpose:· and I find n,)thin~ 
jg to b~ learned from tllesc sources that can in ~ny n1anncr !n·ail. 1 
am, there-fore, disposecl to belie\:·e that the 1nost feasible plan hy 
·wbich,any satisfuctory conclusion can e,·er be attained~ touchic~ this 
jnyol \·et.I nnd coxpHcnted 1natter1 j3: for you to select som~ (i}1e, 

comnetent to n1ake careful lc~al inve~tizations-send him to Enn-1and, 
£ ~ """-' 0 

nnd let hin~ pursue the line of se::n·ch ir.H.1icated by the papers. 
·The suit for u lor~g tj:uc pending betiYeen tbe Leighs, relative to· 

Stone-1cig11 ... -\.bbey, must undoubted]y have revealed much concerning 
the fJl'Operty of the "\Yilsons; in Stoneleigh. These papers should 
be cx~ruine<l. hy one competent to giv0 legal force and inte11wet:1t1on 
t~ the discon:ri~s. If the Leighs now hold the Stoneleigh estate, 
once owned by l?obcrt ,\"i!3on, their title co.n be examined in no ·way 
so readily and profoun<l1y as bj exploring the depths of the suit hy 
which their fi1?:1i1y quarrel \Y~S settled, aud the papers exposed in its 
progress. 

Touching the houses in London, your ngcnt Viill be n1ateri:11~y 
aided by the City R.cgistry, but to follow the titles through ~·iil 
:requi,rc t11c utn-1ost c~iligenco ar.d sag~city! ~3 it m::i.y 1n-rol-r0 the 

. . , -. .. b ' ~ E 1· 1 1 . 111cest quest101"!s u!'1uer a co!!:!r,•:1::atect 1·ancu OI • ng 1s4,1 at,·~ v1z. 
• 1?· 'l .. l . ,;I · h b conveyancing .. £ !Dai y unct c Hf:hJ~ your agent must e.cn.rc: out t •'3 

depositor:,· (,f the papers left by \YH1iam \\'i1son when he died. I 
J1aYe no doubt he held deed3 and ""°flls by v.h;ch the title to thb· 
property would be cordirmed to tLe heirs cf J cremiah ,Yi1scn. Kone 
of the perso11s cmriloved bv the heirs h::tYe s~u~Lt in this char~ncl :f0r 

- w ~ ~ 

(\?idence. but it seems to me. clea:rl.J"'• th2..t the e7i<lence is tLere. and 
• J I I 

that this is the 1nost important thread in the v.-hole case. 

Since I commencc<l !ny investigat~ons, there ba-c;c been lrn.ndcct me 
son1Pr notices of .tlie adrc:r:tise;:nents in Eng1rr~c1. for :Le· b,:;fr3 c,f 
Ro1Jert ,rnson, with a suggestion th~t, upon the payment of~ Etnr1.1l 

} 1 • ,d .. . .. ~ Tl . ". . . 1 sum, t 1c o.ttYcrt1sct~ent w·oui · be cop1e,1: ~c. D1s or11:r 1s cerfajn~y 
reasonable. and would recon1mend it.self to You. but for the faet ttu t 

, ~ I 

,rboever takes upon himself the burden of this in'l;esti6atio!1 shoulrl 
cxamjnc these advertisements, nnd the payment of this n1m to any 
other person v;ould only be so much ae<litional expenditure ; and it 
,vou1d therefore seem most advisable at this time, not to advance tDis 
money. . 

You find, jn your respecti,e £.'1mi1ic3, traaitfons touching t}JC3!f 
estates, which ho.Ye nen?r been frrre.sti.;~tcd to ~ppro-ral or <leniu.1. 
The prcof of t1;eh· truth .is not authentic r1or undeni[!blc. A full 
jnvcstii:1tion cf the su1Jji;ct will be so?ncwliu t e:.:pcn.si n:, nnd 1nay 
not re~ult in n!!J discovery of ,n·ailable or m.:1te:rial facts. 1~o tLos~ 
who will not contribute t:)r this purpo~c ·without a T)ror.u1~e of :.l. 
return, I could not offer cncoura~c-rncnt: but to th0~c wLo :ffr:! ·wi1En6 
to n~y ~.c1ncd.;.h1ir to •Jcterr:-1inc i~.vora:jfv o:r unfo.vorablv. t1li3 ,·c-:r::-J 

L • ~ ~ ~ , 

r1U!:Sti1)rL I ,FJtdd S~Y- thi~ rs c·::rt.ainh,. a f\ir- OP1D◊rtunit\7 to ,.lii♦,)1)':-
' ., ,I• ,,/ - ~ 
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t!le subjcet t-0 the bottom, and the bread thus " cast upon the waters 
,nay return nft~r m::tny <l~ys/' 

w.-\11 of which is ~-espectfully Sllbmittcd by your hunibtc scrviint, 

E. F. HODGES. 
:Boston, January 1, 18-18. 

After the adoption of the foregoing Report: t11e Association votctl 
unanimously to procure the services of a competent and efficient 
.. Agent, io embark for England, and make such further examination 
of the ·ralidity of title, to the Estate of Benjamin 1,V ilson, as shall be 
deemed advisable. · 

The .A.ssociation a1~.o voted to procure the publication of tbis 
Report-the proceedings of the present meeting: also such otht:r 
action of this body a~ may be had from time to time, in the T:--oice 
of J•ireedom, a paper published in this ·village. 

SETI-I ~EELER, Pr(:s.ident pro .. tem. 

J. ,v. :Bo:ZNTON, Secrebry .. 

Brandon, ~larch 2, 1848. 

The abo,e report of 1Ir. IIo<lge.s is full, really seeming to be nn 
able and fair report. 

Subsequently tho following appeared in the Jioice of Freeclo1n : 
'\VrLSos HEIRS .t1.SSOCIATIOX.-.As will be seen on perusal; tho 

Report adoptec1 by this A ssoci:.ttion on 1Veduesc1ay of, last v;eek, 
shows a vast amount of research in the way of tracing histcric:11 
evidences of title to the large e.states named in the report. "\Y c 
think this production may be studied to advantage by those L.1yiug 
claim to other estates in England.-According to the evidence here 
traced, there can be no doubt that of rigid there is s. vast an1ount 
of property in England belonging to. the legal heirs of Benjamin 
and Jeremiah ,rilson; but the puzzle seems to be to find the man 
who can look it uo nnd subst!intiatc the c1airn. So much tinie h;:::.s 
clapsc,1 since the ,J;rittcn title has Leen tr:iceJ, that it mu£t t.:i.1:;.~ a, 
shrewd n1an an<l one v.-cll vcrsca in En6lish la:ws, to probe 1b:: 
matter to the bottom and secure t0 the c1aiinaats thelr <lew:1nds. 

But sl1oulJ all wLo c•:-uk1 p?·ovc themseJ vcs lc6al hoirs to t~c :,:tl.:i 
'\Yi1sons, contribute Fire dollar3 each, the aggregate sum ·w(Ji.l},1 
tltoroug!tly invt:sti~:1tc tlie 111::.ttcr, and if thc-y- Jose, the c.::-:pf;r.;.sc 
woald be li.3!1t, hut if t:~c'.y g~:i.ii:1, th0 return will b~ gr(;at. 
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·The following appears in the loice of Frcedon1; ?¥!y 6tlJ, 
1848:-

EXTRAORDIS . ..-\.RY CIIARGE .A .. G.A.INST LORD LEIGII. 
• 

ALLEGED ~ltJRDERS AT STOXELEIG}l ABllEY, THIRTY YE.AUS 
.AGO.-The n10:St extraorJinary and jntcnsc excitement has been r~­
gin_g at Ston1eigh ..i.-\.bbey, tho last fc,f days in conse(iuence of a dc­
vclopn1ent of the 1nost terrible and bloody kind of a· series of mur­
ders alleged to have been perpetr~ted by the present noble possessor 
of the Leigh estates~ It appc:1rs that about thirty-fi·re years ngo 
the title of the present Lord Leigh, then 1Ir. Chilndos, was con­
tested by a family of the Lancashire Lcighs, who, however, wc1·e 
defeated, and eighteen of them arrested and consigned to prison for 
a. forcible entrv on the estutes during the ubscnce of the successful . ~ . 

contestant at Paris. }~rom this time strange rumors got about :ii; 
relation to the habits of thJ present Lord Leigh 1 and certain durk 
secrets were ,rh1snei·ed of in his finni1y, which 1nade the shnnl~ vil-

.i: ... J. 

lage shuJder "·hen they ,vere hinted at. In 1812 and shortly af .. 
ter the contest for the title; a man named Barnett was called in by 
Lord Leigh, and taken to the fi1111ily vault ut Stonleigh Churcl1, 
'""here he was dircctecl to ·wrench off nine of the coffin p!Qtes. A 
short tin1e after this, a ViOman named Sarah Silk, since 11rs. S~ail­
bones, v.-ho seemed t0 be acquainted with all the family secrets, was 
discovered burning a number of the old fr1mily portraits, but when. 
questioned on the subject, at the time~ refused to give .1ny account 
of the cfrcumstance. On her death-bed, howe-rer, some years af­
te1\ she said her conscience troubleu her for some great crin1es sh& 
<;qmmitted for the ~eigh family, and tha~ she had once poisoned ~ 
man. . 

In 1814: Lord Leigh employed a number of laborers to build q, 
1nassive brldge in his park. ]3arnett1 who had torn off the coffin 
plates, ,vas the forernan. The names of the men, ~I::i..tth~,Y Bil­
lingc, \Villiam 11,orbes, Alexander I\Iunro, 'fhon1as Proud, J osepu 
Smith, John ,Yilcox: ,Yi1liam ,v ood and "\Vflliam Bli~sct. These 
rnen were at work on the· bridge for a long time, and rumor ~aid 
that they ha<l possessed themselves of some very extraor<linary S8-

crets which, hO'wcver: none of ttem seen1ed disposed to say much 
about. Lord and Lady Lcjgh used frequently to superinte~d the 
work. and it sce1ns that they had heard of the talk of ~ome of tbc 
,rork~.JCU about the doin::s of the finuilv. 1'herc ".YUS a hnc:e ston:; 

~ & ..., 

to go in one of the abutments of the bridge: and it lm<l a lai·ge cav-
ity sor.ue ten feet <1e;ep to receive h. "\Yhcn the bridge ,,~s nc~rly 
~nishcd, Lor<l Leigh ::sho,re,1 a great !lnxiety to get jt done1 and 
1nnde the men work nearly all nigbt. One night~ at nenr 12 ~/ck,c-1.: 
Lord and Lally Lcjgh, ,vith sou1c of tLc members of their for1:ily 

1 1 ' l l k •. , ··1-i · I ~arae c own io LHc p1ace ·w.!Cre tt1c u1ta ·were ~t '.'."·)l" -. »1.11n;;~ 
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and Forbes ,Yero in tbe hale spreading 1nort:1r fc•r the r~c-c·p· 
tion of the stone~ un<l the stone w~s poised abo\·c the bo1c and hnng­
ing from a crane alreldy to be lowered. 1\vo of the men 1rnn1t:il 
Shaw· and l\lunro had hold of the winch, ~nd J3arnett the forere:.1n 
had hold of the gui<le rope: wLen the ·Lord looking round and see­
ing none others near, gn.ve the T,·ord to let go. .At the l'epctitk,u 
of the order the men let the winch fly: n.nd the stone descc-nded up­
on Dillinge and Forbes, droppiug in the socket, and giving no e\·i­
<lence of the <lendly work it had pcrforined, except about a pint of 
blood that worked up through the crevices of tLe stone. On the 
follo,ving day Barnett sa,Y the bodies of Proud and Smjth tjcd in 
sacks and buried in the other abutment. Shortly after~ Blis_set was 
shot by the Lord~s gnme·keepcr. The-rest of the nJ-en tc:ok goc<l 
care after this not to breathe a word of what l1ad taken place: but 
dispersed in different parts of the country: and one or two more of 
them shortly after died. X othJn~ more ,Yas thought, or nt lcnst 
heard of the matter: until a few months n.go, when Barnett~ hearing 
that the present representative of the Lancashire L(;ighs was abou: 
to revive his clajm of title, djsek,sed the foregoing facts to tl.wr 
pcrsou's solicitor who laid then1 before the authorities of ,r ~rwfok. 
In pursuance of this jnformation an investigation was lrn.d last 
Saturday, (1\iay G) before Justices Rattray, Greenway, '\Yjse ~nc.1 
Cowan. Joseph Pollock, Esq.: of :\Ianchester, appeared for the 
prosecution, and 1Ir. G·. Jones, a relation of Lord Leigh, volunte~red~ 
in tl1e absence of the noble defenqant: to n ppear for him. The ca~e 
was-heard in the Grand J ~ry room: so as to accommodate cs many 
of the excited crowds in attendance as possible. 

[The e-ddence, which here follows in dctai1J chiefly by B:1rnctt1 

~he foremo.n on ~he work alluded to: simply confirms the i0rc·goir1g 
statements.] · · . 

The investign.tiou lasted from 1 o~cJock in the clny until 10 c,cloek 
at night; an<l it is almost needless to say1 the deepest interest was 
taken in the proccedinus. On Barnett si"'nincr Lis deposition, jn ~l • h o .::::i o ai us1on to t e spot he had pointed out us wl1crc the bodies were 
b~ri~d, he said to the l\Jagistrate1s clerk: ,: I'll Jay my lifo down, 
S1r, if they are not found.:' · 

This is certainly a very extraordinary affair, and we trust it 1na y­
be ~urther investigated; as it stands now, it js almost impossible to 
decide whether it is a conspiracy or a revelatic,n. · 

_.\DDITIOXAL PA RTICULA.Rs.-Since rccciYing the ::ibovc account, 
the fo!lo,\·ing additional particu.1ars Lave come to hanJ by the 
Stt:!3.mer .Acadia. 
. Th~ L?ndon Despatch says that ·subscquc.ntty to ~he ~l,oyc 
1n,..est1gat1on Jtr. Jones: "'.rho nr,pcared l1cfrn·c the mag1~tratca at 
1Yar?·ick in defence of Lor<l Lc1gl1: produccu before ttc lic,Ece Coar1.. 
at Liverpool a. man Ci:111ing hims(;lf \rilEab1 BilEn~~; rt stoncn1asor1l 
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:and the son of ~Iatthei\\"" Billinge, aikgcd to have been murderE--1 
,in the bridge n.t Stoneleigh .:\.bbey. I-Ie stated that he was present 
wiJh his fiithcr at the buildin~ of the bridge: and that the report0l 
tnurder was all ~ lie and hoax. That his £1ther died in lb25 or 
·18261 whe!'cas the bridge was built in 181-:1:. Ile produced a lett~r 
fro111 his :father, dated in 1822. The Despatch adds : 

To the minds, however, of those who knew the power of money, 
and the prevalence of basenesg, the testin1ony of this witness doe3 
not settle this terrible problem. "\Ye look for still further invesH~~­
tion in this case. 

Fro11i the Boston Trai·eler. 
This case, aside from the fearful attractio:n lent to it by these 

horrible details, is not without other interest to parties this ~id~ of 
the Atlantfo. 

Robert \\~~lson, the owner of a large ngricultural property jn 
Stone]eigh~ and of a nu_n1ber of houses in Lor1don, died about 1644? 
leaving by lrill his Stoneleigh property to bis son \V jllfa.m, and his 
London property to his son Benjamin. Benjamin came to this 
country about 1665 and died in 1681~ leaving a son Jeremiah, fro:n 
whom the ,vflsons in this country are descended. His other childr\:n. 
left no heirs. 'VV'illiam 1Vilson: to whom the Stonelcigh est:ites 
,,ere devjsed, died about 1735 without issue, leaving the descc~d­
ants of his brother Benjamin his heirs at law. Soon after his 
death, a man calling hin1self the ng,3nt of Lord Leigh: of Stoncleig2 
Abbey, came to this country and procured from Jeremiah "\Vilson 
a lease of the Stoneleigh property for a long term of years, nt a 
high rent. The counterpart of this lease ·wn.s stolen from J eremi<--.b. 
,vn~on by an Englishman, who as a tr~veler~ hnd spent a few d:1.y3 
~t bis house·. This of course left J ereruiah without ~1ny evidenc;~ 
of title to the Stonek•jgh property; for \Vjlliam ,vnson hatl the 
title deeds, and ·upon his death they were placed in the liands of hi3 
executor or administrator-and, there being no pub1ic registry of 
deeds in Engla.nd1 with few exceptions, J cren1iah ,v i15on had :1,) 

evidence of title in his hands. All his rights reste<l upon _the deeds 
and papers in the hands of "\ViHiam ,vnson's administrator, 

)Vhen the lease to Lord Leigh expired, about 1795, the descend­
ants of Jeremiah ,vilson could make no chdm to the estates saYa 
through those deeds and papers. :\lay not the seizure of tl,ose 
papers and clt.:eili be one of the sccr,~ts the Lei_:;h family thus conc:c:il 
in the gi.)on1 of murder? lio,..-1 .. :rrer improha.bJe the story told by 
the witness rn:iy appear, it S•)~1n3 c3rtain th<:re is some rrty~tery 
connected with the title to the S~oncli:igh property. It should here 
be a.<l,Jcd. that the Lancashire Leir!hs revicv,·cJ thc:ir cb.irns tc tl...o~e 

, '--' 

estates in 134-1, and from information communicated in the conrs~ 
fh . . l. (' l . ·'"L 1·· o t e1r preparanons: t 10 cH,u-gc was pte1erre1.. ag~unsc u1s on,:51.111, 
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and the- <li°sciosurcs ahoYe f:et forth '\\\?!rt!' elicited. It would not be 
surpri~jng if the ,vjlson heirs should jn the course of this investi­
gation find the cyidence they haYe so long sough-t for. 

Tliere has been on association forn1ed bv some of the heirs of 
Jercm1ah \Yilson fo~ the purpose of establi:;liing the_ir c1~d!!ls to thi~ 
property, but as yot they have made nothing more than mere 
preli1ninary s·teps. It would seem most desirable tl1at they sh9uld 
put themseI-res in a situation to profit by the disclosures mtl\}e in 
the subsequent stages of this examination. ll. 

\Ym. S. \\'.'"ilder, of ~lass., ,,as appointed, by the Wilson I-Ieirs 
·Association, Agent for the Association, in the early p~rt. of A .. D. 
18-!9. 1Ie was provided by that .t\.ssociation with fund~, and 
jnstructed to. proceed· to England and investigate the ,rilson claim 
to property in Englun<l. In the month of July of the san1e year he 
sailed for Li ,ernool from Doston . . 

The following is a copy of hrs· first letter to the Association fror;.1 
England: 

CovEXTRY, ExGLA:8D, J"uly 23t1, 1849. 

J. 1'I. 1\7" ALLAcE, EsQ., 
-

Dear Sir :-I embrace the earlies-~ 
opportunity after my arrival here, and having obtained sufficient 
information to be of interest: to address you on the subject of my 
mission here on behalf of the Association. .. 

I had a very pleasant passage of~ little more than e1e,cn d~y~ 
to Li,,.erpool: from Boston. Coventry~ wherr I no·w stop, is a.bout 
one hundred miles fro1n Liverpool and nbont tl1e same dist~nce fr.:·r~ 
London. Stoneleigh ."l.hbcy is about fire n1iles from this place . 

. The day nfter 1ny urrh·al here, I rode out to the 4bbcy in company 
with the Lau.<llord with whom I nm stopping. It Las. heretofore 
been customary for strangers to visit the place, :ind they tave been 
permitted to ride through the park and see the bridge, of "Lich v.e· 
have heard so mu-ch us an object of great curiosity for its urchitectua! 
beauty, and my Landlord thought we could be permitted to do t:bc 
same, but we were refus!:d permission. No Yisitors o.re now allowEd 
the p1id]cge. The trjaJ of Lord Leigh, for mu1·der, Las rcsu1t€d 
in hi::; acquittal; but~ I am told that ha.If of the people in C,)vcntry 
believe hirn guilty of more or Jess crimes in connexion ,rith th~t 
estate. An<l yet, I find here a fearfulness on the part of citizens in 
expressing their convictions jn relation to it, lest they shm1ld t:::­
inatlc to sufr0r frorn it. In fact, I ·was told in confiJcnce by :t 
!'cspcctablc gentleman ,\·ith ·whon1 I 4n,vc had a little confidcnti=:i ~-
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ncr1uaintancc since here', that, in hi::; opinion, a pcr3on's life woul,1 
11ot be s:1fe ht:re. if it would be for the inttrest of the Lein-hs to • . 0 

suppre.ss e,·itlence in re~:ird to that esta.tc. I-Ie says there is a 
singular ruystt:ry haniing over that estate. Se,·cral of the tenants 
have late1y been rernon:d peremptoriiy for expressing an opinion 
unfavorably to the Leigh ·s. 

'rhc Crown has takeu no action whatever: as I can learn, about 
the estate. 1.'he question of title to the property wus not so much 
the q uc.stion at law as the question of 1n urder of persons supposed to 
be in the secret of the titles. The ... -\.ttornev who conducted the 
prosecution: has be,3n sued for libel on Lord Leigh, tried: and sen­
tenced to three ,cars' i1nprisonment at ,r arwick. There is much 

IV • 

syinpatlJy 1nanifo~ted on. his beh .. tlf by the people. His name is 
G·riil1n~ and 1 supposed I should be able to lea.rn frcnn him some­
thing of iinportance to us: but if I cnn sec hi1n at all it must be on1y 
in the presence of a government officrr; and then it is a question, 
jn ruy own mind, v.-be1:her it wrll be safe to enquire ~.-hut :is necessary. 
You may rest assured th~t I shaU lea Ye no stone unturned that may 
contain the desired information. This 1nach I ha.ve lc~rncd a1rea.dz: .. 
Some part of the est~ltc has been in the undisputed claim of som~ 
one by toe n:1n1e of Leigh, for o\·er three hundred ye~rs. About 
1680, there ,ras a. large at:!cession made to this estate by purchase 
or other\vise. from some person or persons unknown. In 1618: 
Robert, the Earl of "\Y ~rwick, [ no other naine usE:_d on 1y this,] dieu, 
and was SU!!(;.:eded ·by his o]dest son, Robert, to the Earldom. Thi:; 
much I have obtained from undisputed Listory, awl it 1nay lead to 
other di.scovcri0s he~·ea(ter. There is a u1an liviug on a. small estate; 
enclosed by the land of the Stoneleigh estate, by the n~me of ,vilson: 
and it is in•that nart nearest \rarwicksh1re or \\,\1.rwick. You n1n5t 
unuersktnJ th~{t i a.m conducting ull of rny enquiri~s \-rithout causin6 
the least suspicion that I an1 intcrcsteJ in ·the Stoncleigh estate, 
.A.lthou~h I liave not yet succceJc<l in lc~rning anything directly to 
our adv~1ntage~ I thiuk I have been EO fai· highly fa,·orcd in the 
ohject of nn1 ,;isit here. I intend to visit London n~xt week. 

~ . 

Should anything tran2pirc worthy of note before the sailing of the 
next Steamer, I shall write. . 

You will probably like to know something about this estate. Let 
me say that no American, who ha3 ncv~r visitccl this country, can. 
dream of hs loveliness and splendor. The estate: of which Lord 
Leigh now ~okh posses.~ion, is considered one of the best in Engb.nd 
-best in its landed property. It consi~t of about 2,j~OOO acres of 
the me.st fertile land in the kingdom. Its income is between 
B~>00,000 to BG00,000 ~nnual1y. This income is realize:d fron1 the 
rent of fi1rms on the est~tc, which embraces but a. smn.iI part of thi::! 
tcritory in extcn t. :.\Iuc11 of it i.3 laid out in :1, beautifu 1 Park 1:)r 
acer aad other vdlJ g:unl'. I rouc around it anu throu~h it en th•] 
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i)ublic i•o:-tJ~. The Abbey, which is t11e residence of Lord Lcjgb, is 
distant from the main roads ~nd can b~ seen only in the rear. No 
one can have u view of the front or the bridge without passing the 
lodgqs~ as they a.re terincd1 where there arc gates securely fastened. 
on the entrance to the Abbey, and protected by family servants who 
reside at the::e cutrn.ncos for the purpose of ,~·atcLing them day and 
night. Such are the la,YS here: tha_t, should any person pass these 
gates, or sca1e the fences to enter any part of an estate tlius secured, 
l1c is liable to prosecution and imprisonment for not less than tliree 
months. I send you a paper of Coventry, soe the poetry on 
Stoneleigh. 

·. Truly youl's, 
'\Yi\l. S. WILDER .. 

The thrc0 fo]1owing letters are all; (if I am rightly informcci), 
tlrn.t the ..t\ssocfa.tiou afterwards received from l\Ir. ,vilder; ::1nd, I a~ 
infonned, consi<lerable pains has been taken, since his return to 
America, to sec him~ but without success. Tl1us, mystery seems to 
be added to mystery. 

159 ALDETISGATE ST., London, Aug. 2, 1849· 

£tfR. \V .AI.LA CE, 

As the Steamer sails for ltn1cric3. on Saturdny, 
I wrHe you from here without being able to comrnunicate much 
information, only knowing you will be anxi",us to hear from n1c 
often as to my· whereabouts. I can say truly that, since my ariival 
in Englan:1; I L~vc not been idle; I have posscJ n1yseif off as an 
antiquarian, and my researches have bceP in perfect keeping with 
my business. l~ccords, churches, tombstones, mo:iumcnt~, a:r!llorial 
inscriptions: fnmily arrns: castles, hjstory, biography, peerage, & c.~ 
&c., ha.vc been exan1in~c.l for some tangible data untl cvil1t:ccc upon 
which I .could purs~e more definitely n:y invcstigation3: nn<l; I 
think, not wholly without eft'ect .. It is true that there lrn.s been 
much mystery thro~,~·:11. ~round our_ claim to. property l10re~ ~1ris1ng 
from incorrect d:.1tes, names, and places. . ..t\.1tbou6h I L3TC yet rio 
new evidence of our claim, a.nd yet there is still a, 1nystery surrouncl­
jng it. I am rnorc than ever convinced tLat there j3 an iirirne::iis0 
property here th::?.t rjghtfull_y belongs to the '\\'Pilson l1eirs. l~efore 
I left Coventry, I employe<l an jndivi<lual in v..-Lom I havo the fullc:st 
confider1cc; to 1nake some investigations, that it would not Le safe ·.for 
1nc to make t110rc-: lrhich, I trust, r'iill n.i<l me on my return to tlrn.t 
place, as I cont~1np1atc <lc.,ing in a few <lays. ·y csteruay~ I found n, 
tu:in who h~LS Jj ,·u.1 f.n· 3;,_ years in tbc jmrne<liatc vicinity of ,'!-·!;:1 t 
;1~cd to he calk_:1 Fryin~p~n 1' llt'S· The, ~rffnwl i$ nr~-..r J..1on<.kn 

(g) 
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houses in the vi~inity, incluuing Fryingpan Alk·y buildings, were 
re1nov·ed. and a new britl~e has been erected and the streets newlv 
-arranged. On Fryingp:.·tn .A.ll~Y: the1·e fa a large warel1onsc on 01ie-­
rart, and t_he CJ.st is U$cJ for a passway to St. SaYiour's dock. Ilor1. 
l\1r. 1-Iumphrcy: one of tbe pr~cnt .Alderman of the City of London! 
and formerly its jI:1yor~ holds thjs land on a lease-frcn.1 whorn I 
liave not yer heard, but shall probably soon. ,ry jnform~nt as:;ure­
me, that there js no one b<?rc who has nnv le~al cbim to it. This-... ..... 
uppears to be a notorious fuct. The locality is one of the n1ost 
Yaluable of any in London, on that side of the rh·er n:ow. The 
bridges on it ~re expensh·c. So 1nuch for fnct. 

And now !lS to truditiGn of the .familv of "\Yilscns-there brt~ 
✓ w 

been many error entertained. There has been no "\Yilson= Earl o: 
1Varwick. .i\.tthu1' '\Yilson, bor:1 in Yarmouth in 1596, ljecan1e ~ 
G·eneral under t~Jc Earl of· E:3sex, in the ·war Yt]t h the> Dutch in 
1 ... :-) - 1 . J -. ·• - · , E 1 R b ,.... ·1 1 ,..., 1 " t>:..0; a.nc, 1n u0,, \"r~1s ste"t':n.r<t to • ar o ert JrCYL1C\ car or 
1Varwick, ~.nd dic,t fri FcJ.3tcd, E~sex Co., in J G,52. Robert Gre­
ville, Earl (,f "\f ~.r,vick: died, or rather W:lS killed in battle in 1643. 
Francis Gre\·ilie &ucceeded his filtheri and died the saP.10 year. 
Robert G1·eyi1Je= brother to }'rancis, was tl1e next Earl, and he died 
jn 167G~ :1m1 the present E:.-!rl of \Yarwick .is a. regular de::cenda11t 
of that furnily. There hns been no Lord l\Iayor of Lon<lou by t1H3 
name of \rii:on. I find thri.t-the nn.me is very common u11 over the 
kingdom.· Some have been eminent ns statesn1en~ some of military 
not~; some eminent clergymen, bi:3torians Dnd artists n.i~ed \V ilsOl!~ 
are enterwoven honorably ia the l1istory of E!16l~tnd. But enough 
r~t present; I can only hope to write more favorably l1ere:1fter. 

· Rcspectf ull y :{ours, 

'

T!")I s ,-rTLTJ"F,R 
I y .:., ·• o \ .l. - _:...,j_t,_ 

17 Bt;TTOS ST;: Liverpool: Sept. lJ, 18-!U. 

DEAR Sn:t ::a.....-I have for ~ome tjree, since I last wrote )Ou, beer~. 
Yery busy1 truly, in examining ·records and everything c!se almo5:; 
concerning my business lwre, and am now to sail for An1crica jn ths-­
Roscius. bound to :N·cw York. I lrn.ve not now time to state to vou. 
Yerv pa~ticu~ar1 v tbe result. but shall do so. I hor1,.e, soon hy letter 

., ti ' , .. 

or per:3onully. Th2 cr:d is u0t yet. I have left the pu"!'suit to b~ 
still coutinueJ bv 0no in 1';hon1 I have tl1e utmost confidcmcc. l 

w 

11[1.\'C thrcrwn o5" :1.11 secrcsy about 1ny 1nis3ion for some time past: 
what wouIJ. 110t }javc lJc:cn prudent at first; but now, fron1 tz:•~ 
.1cquaintan:e I Jin.v-e formed with persons jn London, Coventry~ 
"\V'an,ick, Litd!fidd: Burui11~lian1: anc1 in tl,i;; J.,1a.ce~ I rczard a~ 
£t~fo. I lwv<: fvuwJ friu.;.d~ (Jtl '.,; 1,·ery l1an~l il.l :.:ll of il!U~:; rb.c(·.;. ... 



~.-hich I h:.lxc \·i~ite"1:: antl a. 1Yi1lingnc~.s on their part t:) render any 
:1.ssistance re,1 n h-el1. X o !:>3.tisfo.ctory evid.enct: has yet been found t 11 

c3ta.blish our c1aim. But, I an1 sure, if it is anywl ... erc in existence 
ft will be fvund. ~rho assistance of l'lr. Griffin is nee,lcd. but. a.s l ' . 
think I tolJ yo?l before, he is in prison and cannot act. .An cffs:-rz 
is to be n1ade to b:ivc himr~lcascd froiu close confinemer1:~ and pro:.:3.­
b1y he ·will be -within a few months. n-latters arc now in such a smte 
that it fa useless for 1nc to 1·~ma1n longer at present. I can truly 
say, only as n1y firm belie~ that the ,rib;on heirs are ju5tly e-ntitl::◄1 
to a portion of the present Stonelcigh J\.bbey Estate, nntl that Lord 
Leigh will not long rc1uain so securely in his ill-gotten possess-io!l3 
~s he has been. 

In haste. yours> &c., 
\Y~I. S. "\YILDER-. 

. .:\.T SE~\, Sept. ~1, 18-!9. 
DEAR SrR :-:-I a~ now on my return to .i-\n1erica, ha,ing done 

nll that, I think, can de done ut iJi"esent--with reference to our r1~im 
in England. I h:n·e arrived at certain :fo.cts which n1ay lc:1.d to au 
important and a desirable result. It is certain that the prosccut!•.:~ 
of our cb.im to the property, either in Lonnon or Stone1E:igh, is ~ 
matter that cannot be done in haste, nor errectua11y done with8:-rt 
£01ne mor0 tangible evidence than h~s yet been disco-rered. Tbe 
property, both at Stone!eigh and in London~ is now occupied by 
individuals that have~ of themselves, no cvidc;ice of O-\vnershh:. 
The Stoncleigh_ property to which we can pretend to haYe any cb.1i1. 
is only a part of the Stonelcjgh .. A.bby E:state, and th,:t c~t~te is he:J 
by Lcn-d Chand~s Li::igh, only by pcnnis:Sion of the Crown; n.nd: 
probably, the Cro,Yn ·will never confirm to him nny stronger ti~~e 
than he new has: and a train of procetlurc is now in r~·0;rc-.:s whidi 

'may soon di\·cst Lim of all claim or po5ses3ion. That i::i Londr)n 12 
in the pos3c-s.sion of tlie city corpor:1tion, and Alderman Ilumphre:,t 
holds a. lease of jt from tl1c city of London. I ]1a,re ncit yet Lc·t:n 
able to find any evidence of the existence of any Hobe:-:: \\'iison~ at 
any time, havin~ two sons~ named Benjamin and ,Villiam. '\Vi!$0:-.1. 
is a very com111tJn name a11 over }:n~lancl. I find h1 tbe ])octor·~ 
Co1nmons s1x "\Vj1ls, of six <liffercnt p2r.sons narncd RotJrrt "\Yilso:i. 
proved l,ctween the yen.rs of 1 (;32 and 17-'10: hut none c,f then1 h~~d 
citl1er 3. Ikm ia1nin or a \\' illi;J.m n~med ia these \Vills. or any f 1r,)­
pcrty in L,):;r.k,n or St,Jnclci_~h. I found; jn Litchficlr\ tl!rc(/ \riE.;; 
of three di[~re:nt Robert ,vi!sons. but ·with no Letter ~:lCC2$5. I 
found, alsJ in Litclific1d1 one \rill of .Ann \Vilson, of f::-tc)ncki,;:2 
parish, enumerating a. lar6 t! personal prop~rty gi ve:1 t') various 
p~rsQns, 1ut uc,t1lin6 lo i•lcntifY the ohji.:ct of rn.~, r,ursu~~- I !~->'..!!d 



also in Litchfic-1tL the adn1inistrn.tion of nn C:,tate of a Bcnj. ,vii8.)n 
_about 1700, of '\Yarwicksbire~ but nothing of any papers to illcrnify 
tt:e property disposed of. · I found in Dugdalis' iii~tory c,r \Y:u-­
wicksLirc, the mention of n, ,r n1. \\ilson who resided there ~t.•.:•ut 
lGSO, but nothing conncctin~ l1is nan1e ·with the Stondeigh C$t~te; 
-also, a Xicholas \Vilson who disposed of land in ,r arwick:shire, 
p.bout the same titne. I ha.Ye the e~act dates of these, but they :;re 
not now before n1e while ·writing. I could not find any connect:on 
of any \Vilson ,vith the o,ynership of the Stoncleigh E~tato, or ~s 
Lord l\Iayor of London, or Earl of ,v nrwick. In fo.ct, I think this 
all must ha.Ye been fi1lse tra<lition .. ~rhc only plausibility th:it 
appears to favor such un idea is the fact that, in posscs5ion of certlin 
estates, per5ons .have assumed the nan1c connected with those e::tl.te:5. 
I nm told that the present Lord Leigh ,Yas once kr.10,...-n by the n:1::::e 
of Smith, but was rca1y a descendant fron1 one of the r.ncicat L121gh 
family. There is another finnily .of the Lcighs who c1ai1n a toi:,ro 
direct descent. _7hc whole history of the Loighs and of tho Stc:1~~­
leigh estate\ is inYoh·ed in 1r.ystery. I have used the best n1e:1.:i~ 

of which I -was cap~blc, v;-hilo h1 Engb.nd, to fcrct o~t ~o?r..e snbst::.!1-
tial evidence, but so far without any satisfactory result. I fo~] 
assured that if any thin,; can be done, it wili yet be done. There 
arc hundreJs of persons ,...-ho bcfieyc that the rr1ost cnorr11ot1s cr;E:!~3 
have been commlttcd to conceal the evidences thut woul<l. disp,)~~~s3 
Lord ·Leigh of the Stonelcigh cst:1tc. And I found: after mak~u; 
known my bu5iness publicly as I <litl, soon as I fotJ,nd it safe to do 
so: that cvc-ry~rbcre there v;cre those v,ho would che!crfu11y aid !!la 
so far as they could s1fely do it. Solicitor Griffin collected to:;efr1er 
a ,·ast aa--..ount of e~·idence ~gainst Lord Leigh, and had it published 
and circulate:J in a. pa!nphlct fo:!:111. ~his bool~ ,-ras tbc groun;_l cf 
prosecution by Lord Leigh against GriHin. For tbis he Tins 
indictcu. and tried, nntl the jury brought in a verdict of guiity- fr,r 
a libel on Lord Leigh. There are n. large number of copits in 
existence somewhere. but I wus not able to obtain a copv until ~,u:St 

J "' "" 

before I s~iled. for the reason th~t to circulate tho hook n1::i.kcs the 
I 

1,erson liable to impri::onmcnt. IIcncn, with the exception of tbe 
gci1tlcrna!1 who furnj.shcd me wjth this copy~ I found no one w·ho 
dared to let rne have one a.t any price. At present, all that caa be 
clone: can I.Jc as well done throt1,~h the ~t::.G1s wh:ch I have pu.t in 
rer1uisitim1, ns thon~h I shou1d remain lon~'Jr in Eng1and and 
pc1hap:; Lc·tter; for althou~h: durin~ the l:ut two ,rcc·1:s I v,;as th~re, 
I :folt nr, foar of <langcr1 yet I ·was cautioned by 1ny friends that □y 
life w~:-; l~::s secure tl1eru than it would lJe in .America. I :.::n in 
pop~s of ~r::cini you bcfr;re long. 

. I rnF' r, ;n 1· :"l ~~rcct rnl 1 •p• 
\.u.l,..._J ; 1,;,_.1.: 1.. J' 

"r r., \'- (< .J_ OU '~: l\. ..;. 1 

· 1 \· ... 1.1. :~ .... ,·r1n-r1) l ,_ •, l,- -· ""- ..:,:_ •, 
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\Ve can only s~y of these letters written by 1Ir. ,vHJcr: that 
they arc very singular, but his conduct since his return in not ro­
portin~ t-0 the Association nor holding nny further communication 
with them is more singular. It is impossible to conjecture what 
Lis object can be. 

The following -was printed in '\Y' alpola, September 12, 1800, ta­
ken from a Boston paper: u Died, in England, the !Ion. ~Irs. 
Leigh, of Stonley-. By h·e1· c1cath an estate which sixty years since 
rented at £17,000 per annu_1n devolves upon some unknown heir 
at law."' 

Columbus· Smith informs me that there has been at different timea 
six Fryingpun Alleys in London, viz : 

1. F1·yingpan Alley, on the North side and about the middle of 
Tutbil Street, ,v cstminstcr. _ · -

2. Fryingpan Alley, on tho Ely side of Turnmel Street, 11ear 
Clerkenwell-Green. . 

3. Fryingpan Alley, in tl!e West part of Spettlefields, a passage 
from Petticoat Lane to Bell Lane. . 

4. F.ryingpan Alley, on tlie .L\.bby side of Long Lane, near Ke~t 
Street, Southwork. 

5- Fryingpau .A.Hey, on the East side of ~Iacs in Southwork. 
6. Fryingp~n Alley, running "\Yest out of "\Yood · Street, Fleet 

Street, against t~e Church. 
FroJ:q dates he fools confident that the "\Yilson property could not 

l1avc been any other than the Fryingpan .A.Hey near Clcrkcnwell 
Green. This,· he informs me, he went through a Lout ten years ago~ 
still bearing the name of Fryingpa.n Alley. It jg a narrow .A.llcy 
with brick buildings on each side, and at that time it was not con­
sidered very valuable, being inhabited by the io~est people in Lon­
don. _ I_t was in this ~eighborhood that thieves congregated. That 
while he was there the buildings · in· front of this Alley ·were· all 

torn down and a splendid street was laid out running from Black 
Friars Briclgc. So that this property must have become very val­
uat.l.e, as business was fast working that way. 

In 1857 the f01lowing letter wn.s received fi:01n London : 
LoNDOX: Oct. 5th, 1857. 

To the desc('ndants of Jercuziali TV.ilson, lii·ing ·in Brandon 
and viciuiLy~ Ver1nont : 
!laving accick·ntal!y learned, Lefore leaving ::~cw York in ~11y 

Jac:t that the L1/}~.:r .. J•fbnt~ ,)f th,.. <)'•()'\'~ lH:mr·c.1 rir-r:'.r,r. r:-·-:lr~,: ~21 
• ..,;, ' " " "''·•\· ,, ............. - \o,,.;-. .., """•.·. - A.1., •• .,, .. ~ ... 1-- .......... _. __ ,_ "., 



llrantlon: ,-t., and that they clai:-uecl to be heirs to ccrt:1in prop~·rty 
in Enghu111; I h3.YC since n1y arri r~~1 here m:ide sonic e11t1 uidt.'.~ r~­
s1!ccting suc.:h claim, and arn fully convinced that the pror-ertv 
claim~cl by such descendants con$i5ts in p3.rt of :,Stoncieigh .Abtcy/' 
n.lso there is other property in London, situn.te in Fryingpa.n .A.l­
ley, whir.h place I have recently visited. I ha.Ye aho gained s0me 
information rclati\·c to a case styled ~, the ycry mysterious Lea. 
C 

., 
ase: 
If from what few hints I an1 at this time ab1c to gi,.-e you re!n.­

tive to this claim, you should fancy yoursel-n~s interested in this 
1natter, I should bo pleased to hear fror11 you~ an<l also, if you wish. 
it, 1nake a further inYe.stigution of the cb.i1n; which I will do on 
the most liberal terms. 

Trusting that I sha11 hear fro1n you reb.ti \~e to this ma.tter, 
I remai1~ very respectfully yours, 

J .. A_. I\.NIGIITS. 
P. S. · ~Iy address for tl1e present is, Reading 11oom: British 

:ltluscu.m, London, England-care of II. I-Iind, Esq. 

I am not aware that this letter was ever answer~d. 
iir. l{nights, I am inform~d; is an American now in London, 

and during the rebellion has edited a paper there, h::tving been there 

previously engaged in inves6gating .. A .. merican claims. 
The.foregoing information speaks for itself. I think there ~n 

be .uo doubt but the ,Y'ilsons in An1erica.: dcsccndills from J cremfo.l.1 
Wilson, arc justly entitled to millions of dollars ·worth of property 

in. Engla_nd. And as we all of us know of large estates 1oTJg; ~t::r .. ::d­

ing having been recovered in England for American cb.im:tnt3} ~hy 
cannot this mysterious case be ferreted out and the property rc~~•Y­

ered for its real owners. 
It truly seems to be a. case worthy of the prompt attention of the 

claimants. For if tho property £an be recovered, certainly those 

ought to enjoy it who ·are justly entitled to it; and if it cannot be 

recovered the sooner it is kno·wn the better it must be for the 

claimants. 

It is hoped that all the '\Vilson dcsccnd;int:, will now feel an 

interest in this matter and become members or the "\Vilson i\..ssociati0:1, 
nntl that many of them v.-j11 take Scrips so th~t ihc money shall .si:t(,u 
be rai.secl to pay the expenses of a thorough in-restigation in 
England. The Scrips are n·ow rcai1y f.)r sale; many haYc already 
been taken by mcrr1l1crs of the f1mily. The ,vils011 ,A.35oci~it1on 



1nakc very liher:11 .offers in the Scrip3 to their purchas-:}rS. 1 f suc­
cessful, it will b~ seen that a Ltrge amount of n1011cy 1nust fir::;t l)c 

paid to the holders of the Scrips. It is thought best: first, to offc r 
to n1cm.bcrs of the fo.1nily these Scrps before gh·ing the chancc:s to 
strangers, so that, if succcs.sf ul, most of the money shall remain in 
the hanJs vf those who arc no;r interested. Such as arc not t~kea 
by the members of the '\'ilson family~ will Le offcre<l. to st:rangcr·5. 
So we hope that all me1nbcrs of the '\Y' ~Ison fiunil y who desir~ Seri ps 
will send for them without dcla, . ., 

PEDIGREES. 
I. Ucnjamin ,,.il:3on; Jonathan ,\-il&on; --- '\\-:-ilwn, <lied young. 

lknjarnin \\.i!$on m~u-ricd 8nd had is~ue, viz : 
II. Be~iamin \Vi1:-:on, Jr. ; Samuel "\Yilson. 

Benjamin \Yibon, Jr., m!lrried· :n1d had issue by his tir~t wifo 
III. -Joseph ,,~il::on ; and by his sec.)nd wifo, 

Nathaniel ,YiI~on, John Luci~ \YiL:on, Jonathan ,vi!son nnc1 
Ezekiel ,vil~on. 

John Lucius '\Yilson, abO\°C nnmcd~ mnrrild. II~ lived in Kin­
ingsby, Conn. Ile lrnd iEsuc, \"iz : 

IV. '\'Villiam ,vibon. 
Franc;s ,Yilson, who married Ah1gnil :Fellows of rro!land, Ct.;. 

February 10, 1757, di~d January 15'.' 17G7, from aP...1pu­
tation of his leg, aged 3-1 .. · 1-Ie $ettled in Co\-~!ltry, Conn~ 
'l~hc children of Francis and .A.b[lgail ,·.-ere, 

V. · 1. Anne \ViJ.~on, bin Co\rentry, Conn., Jan. 1st~ 1757. 
2. .t\ bigail " " " July 1st, 17 59, m IIolbrook.-
3. J?uth ". ''" H April 3d, 1761, m Crane. 
4. 1:-"'rancis " " '' January 11th, l 7G:J, 1n 

T(_)mpcrance Gi,lding~, (cou~in of Jo~hua IL Gi<l<lin~~,) 
stm.lied me<licine with ~ athan Smith, s2ttled an:1 practiced 

d- . . -.· -...,.""." H _1 .,· ., J n l 1sJ l n1e 1cme 1n .wancaster~ ... ,. ., anu ulCLL une .... t 1, ~ .... 
. I-Iis wifo died A.u~ust 31st, 1811. 

5. Stephen "\Yilson, b iu Co,cntry, Xovcmber 1-1.: 1764. 
· 6. SuLmit " " F eLiuary 12, 17G7, m Buck. 

The chiidren of Dr. Fr:mcis and Temp,:rc:nce, v."e:rc, 
"1. IIarvcy \".,.ilsc,n, who mnrried, l::t, Bdsey Hogi;r~ of )Iid<llebury,­

y·t., n:·xt Charlot~e l~eyes of Hudington, , .... t., and finul!y 
.!◄'an:-\y Pomeroy of Ohsco, K. Y., and livf~s now in .Auburn, 
N. Y. 

Anna ,vH::on married \Yrightm~n Chapman of :,.li<ldichury, \' t., 
anu <lied in I~ran<lon, Vt. 

:Harr ,Yibon murrietl ,J()Jm '.~:dl~tt0 of )Iiddlcbtu·,r. \"t) mid ;:tiU 
lives thci-c. 



·vrr. 

·v11r. 

IInr!'ictt \\\l::on died ·unr>..i!lrri~J iii !\liJult:bur~-- \.;.t. 
ltrancis \Yib,on, born in Lancru:ter, N. II., O~t: tlth, 1803, 1nnrri-:.:(i 

Hadicl Lucretia LeavC'nworth of IIine.3burgh, v·t., whc-r.:: he 
settled and died Septeml:cr Sith, lSG-1. 

Caroline \\~1lscn married David U. Drake, anc1 resides in Stod:.­
l10lm; X. Y. 

'l'he children cf Francis and l{achel L. ,vilson, ab<;~e 
named,. were, · 

Lucretia Lca,enworth \\-ilson, who "':as born in HinesbuJ1!h, "\~t.; 
n1arricd Hl~\"'. J. U. Perry, and <lied ~1r:.rch 2~th, 1857. . 

Ilcnry l\iillcr ,Vil:30n, born ia I:Iinesburgh, :i\1ay 31 .. 1835, nn:1 
mar1·ied ~ar.r,h .. A .. G-reg~$ of Corning~ X. Y., September 3d, 
IS57, ahtl now li,·cs in l-Ii1w::.burgh. There children nre 

Frnncis \\~i!son~ born January 10th, IS61, aad .d1cd Decch!b!!r 
9th; 1861. 

Robert llowfo.ntl ,Yi!svo, Lorn December 2Gtb, 1862. 

The following lm.s been recch-e~l by E~ J. Orm~bce; of Brandon : 

l:H:nj~mm Wilson (the first) w.J.s bon1 in EngbnJ. After emmigrnting tc 
America. he Illhrricd :l Fuller a.n:..l h:-:.d t,~o sons u:::"!.d ~c-Ye:i d:1.T.:zht(·rs. The <l:m::h­
tcrs mn.rricd :-Ruth a J1cob : llcbecc~-:. ~ Whiti11g ; EH;;:a1Jc-th a._ C:1.rpl'ntt'r; EPtt:~1!lli 
a ,vn1wott ; one a Cobb ; one- a H all<:t, il1:d ,:.n~ a .Fj•:rnklin. The Lcvs Fc:t•.! I;cn­
Jri.min aIHl ~::n.1?uel. Bcnj .. 1.:uin marri{;.l a Ticni~ in .:;e;i.· Jcr~ey :-l1i; sc,r:.; by u~ 
:tir::t ,dfe, Joseph, ::Uos~s awl Fr::mcis,-Cctlj::n;.b n2.r2-ieJ !or :C!s .sc,~c.:.!::l ~!foi 
witlow Eliz~'bet:i D:1.rrii, ,..-ho.s~ m~iden !l·1me \Yi:!.S Spra:;ue ; by ~ h(.,m he hac.l .::~\·,~n 
sons and one: dn.uf;htcr-t1l,~ ::uns cf .Bcnj:1.min~ by his ~~ccn,J w:fe; w..:~·c ?\atLn.ni~!, 
John,. I. uca..s, .\wi, BenJtmin: Jon!lthan. rrn,l E?.,.:kieL 

Jona.than Wil~o:i Eon cf Beni:1,.!l:n bv- -r,·itlow uiz::hcth Ii~rril. r::rn:r1·ie1 
Lucv 'Blondin ~f P.l::.d1c-l,~th, :\fo~s., b'r~ wlE,m b~ had Diw~ 2,)!l.S ~nd thre,:~ dan~hte:-s. 
The "'oldest, J c1u1cs, m;_1.,riE.rl )lolly Wch ; J 0~i:hc.n m:irri~,1 ~I:.1.~ilua ib:.h ; ,, iilL:..m 
Blondin married for his fir-st wifo Sally Hich; for his scccr.:..J v.-ifc Pdiy lfr~c : I::iE-n.;. 
czer onrried Foily Rc:t.lfi.dtl ; Chri.stor,he:r lli:-::nicd for hl-s th::t ,,i,t:: Ch .. r:i~sa. l~le.!1, 
for hb ~ece,nd wi!e Lucy Rii.:.h ; Eze~iel r:.1!'~1-ricd Elizc.bcth RL:!1 ; Shu'bd 1.~Ied u:1-
~..11T~c<l ; 1-kubc:n r.:,trr:c·l Luciu.J:1. :Ri~;:i ; Ji::,:;~rb. warrie'l: t~)r hi~: ii"r.st -srifo, .... . u -· . 1-. 1 -~ ,. u 1 . . . • . 1 . ~ . • n 11 T .!:WJ~CC · ~i.il: !(,:' ~11s :;econ< "WlJ.C .;. ... ~ncy neQr : fO-::' tH:S U~H•· W!!•.! "7!'.~f)W ~ ..... ; ~u,:y 
marri~l ~I <.,sc5 Le0nnr<l ; Roxanna died U!1~mrri~d ; Su.lly 1nnr.r:.cd ,fo~ob gi."!}1. 

W ·u· Bl d' ,r·1 h :l b '- · - · · · ' ·1 ' ' · · ., 1 mm on 1n , 1 .. :::0:n. !l• , y .u1s first w1te, s1:~ c~,:.1.1:r~r.,- :_.y i'.!~ ~c,c,.;:}Q 
,,ife, seYen children. The children by this first wife v. h,) ::.·J.n·l--:t l chil•,!h . .:c"-1, 
\rer-c: Phebe, who m::w:rici. Charles Oli',er ; Lucy, who oan;i:.J J,)shu:·~ llro.i.\?y ; 
Sally who married Charles Ste'"ens, (all raised brge f .. :ruiErs v.bc- ~ow liv'.? in 
Dansvillc9 S~eben Cc.untv • .Xew York. -

The chiluren of 1Villi:l.m Blondin Wilson hy his second wifo, W?I"e, PcJ1y ; 
lVillfo.m G., who now reside3 in. Shoreham, Vt.; Louisa, who (.ti-?d. ~:o'!ln~ ; l''Ju::e­
zer, who~ I thi!1k, i~ in )linneF,ta; Rc.::i1:n, who ruarri(;d Joshua Atwoc,ti, ·wI1.,:) !:!C•W 

re:sid£><: ::it er nea.r Brig6s-vi!i, W?s. ; Luci:-;J:i. who married Edwin. R. Cu,.lw(!r~h1 

an:l now res~Jc.5 in Shorch.1.m, Yt. ; Alv~~::t, ,,·ho man·ied Edwin It. P..i.::h, w-h.:, :1-:,w 
Jive~ iu. Sl!vreb:un, Vr. ~ I\:lh· m:1rricd J,_:,;1n :.\I. U:-r.!L:,t-e~. ·i'iil~> !'.:.i:,w :r<:.5!\.!es m 
JJ,-,,r,,]r·il \""t 1° 11 " c11i1J.?•('~ ;f ·1, :,;_i "\! i '"'lP~~'(;"• ULJ i\,n,• ·•\"~:~,"' "--e•··,., J .. ,l.,1 ~1 ·-·· J' .... "-~ ~ ...... _ ........... ..,~ "" ..... ./J. • ...,.., -- .... _ • ,. .... ~ .. , .. , ~<.,;, ... ..J-.. •J 

Jr., L;)'."-1 ir:. 3;1.r;r-..1.wtP-to, C11i~fi"ll::.i.; .. ~Vill~:1m. )I.: no.v -~= G.:-r.i::\·rt, iE. ~ I:t,'.?,•<:ZE:!' 
;J.; 1.fa.;:y L.; Ly1.fo!. ~1e0<:1:~c:i; C.h:1rle:; J ., ;]ece15e-J ; £Jg.:r F., <lecedsed; .~grtc::: 
H. and Al.:t•y L., of l~r:-:.c 1fon~ Vt. 

All of which is rcs1nectfu11..,- suhc.,itte-1 bv .. .. 
J:• r 0"., r--nE .... 

. ..1 • • , • ..c.\J'~.:)l..> ·,L, 

N. 13.-Bcnj.::..m~n. t1tc £>1dcr1 k.:.•.l tno tr,)thc-i·=, one of v;lit'.i.t t'i.-~S n:i.ffit~:l 
J~u:1tho.u, urn! ,v-..:-; a. !:t ·1•, ye:r. 

Brnmh:-n, Vt.: .t'•:~•:i.::J.;·~· 12th. lf-:.;_~. 



Tl1e following pcuig1~~c has been fqrwartlcd by. Caleb ,vi~on, cf 
"l~o1•~lrnm, \~t. 
I. Ue.njamin ,Vilron, of Fryingpan Alley, 

· 1665. His $On, ,Jereminh, 
Cbarle5town, l\I:1ss. 

l..llndt'n, cnme to .Ameri~~ in · 
,vas born the san1e )''-'al' in 

IL _.Tercmiah m ---, and had i~.;ue, viz: 
l~I. Jonathan was .born in Dewk~bury·, ~Ju~., Scpten1ber 2J, 1703.­

Executor cf his father·s ·will, 17-!3~; J o~eph \Yildcr, Proh:1te 
<T ud~e. J c,nathan died in Leominster, I\I:iss., )larch 31, 
17 89. I-le married and had issue, viz : 

IY. _lTacob, C:1leb, David and Luke, and four <laughters. 
Caleb, .son of J onathau. abO'\"'C named, m und had issue, viz.: 

,-. Snsan ,vi!~n n:arrie<l .Anron Butterfield. 
Caleb, born, June 17, 1775, ,,-inchindon, T\Ia2.S., married Polly 

Jticl{eilh in Topsham, April 25th~ 1800, and died in Tops­
hmne:, April 12th, 185G. There children were,. 

YI .. Jane, born.march 14, 1801.. died I\Iarch 23d, 1S44. 
Calebt born .April 25th, 1803. 
Jiarris, -born Februnry 4th., 1805. 
George )l_cl~eith, born :.\I~rch 22d., l 809~ · 
Sarah.l\lcl~eith, born l\Iarch 4th, 1811, died June 20th, 1842. 
~lary, oorn October 10th, 1S13. · 
~u~an, born 1\luy 2Stb, lS~O. 
·,Yilliam G·eorgc, bmi1 July :21~t, 1822. 
Duncan. l\lclreith, Lo!"n l\Iuy: 1-!th, 182-!~. 
Luke D.exter, born. l\Iarch 7th, 1827.,. an<l died _"'f .,,n!,•:11·v 1 :::L • lRut'O U ~ :.A<, J A'-"•,• - • 

The fo1lo1.ving is a v~ry fuil pedigr~e of a branch of the fr.miiy, but 
the dates are ,vnnting, consequently ,cry imperfoct. 

I: · Benjamin ,vilson came to America, A. D. 16G5, nnc1 settled in Ltr,­
minster, »Inss., and hacl iss:1e b:,·, bis ·wife ./\.rm, ,·iz : 

IL Jeremiah, born in Charle~town, ?.Ia$~., .October 2Gth. ] GG5, uncl d_ied 
l\Iarch 22d, 17 43. I-le mar.rie<l anJ hau is::uc, viz: 

!If.'. Joseph, Xat.haniel, Samuel and J~nathan. 
Janathan ,vilson was Lorn September 3d, 1703, cm.1 ditd in Leo­

minster, :\Iarch 31st, 178~ . 
• Jo~eph married Hebe1.:~a l'l1elps, and had issue, by his fir~t wif•.:~ viz: 

n.... 1.·. D:n·id n1arricd Abigial !)cott. 2.- P. Page. 3. Elij~h mnrrieJ 
Lucy Chamberlin. c.,Tq$~ph had, by his scconcl wifo \...-to ,vas 
a ,vil$0n, 4 .. Abner, who nJarricd Lydia Chambcd>1 ~end 
DeHvcr~mce. blijah and Lucy, abo .. ~e named, ha<l i.-=~n<', vix ~ 

y·. 1. L,·d:a \'\.il:3on, who marri~d S<lmutl Ch~!!:iberlin, an<l. h~d issu~, 
viz: Sar.:u.d, Levi, .J O$~H1a, Caleb and R~bc>cca. 

2. Ele~;ha. married Eli:3ha Flni.;,, antl ha<l i:=sut!, vix : Earl, Elijah, 
8arah and two others. 

3. ~Iolley married -- S:nith, and had t'wo sons liy !1im ; :-4ni.! liy 
l.r·r ~cr·oEd ht;~bnn,.I --- Stone-: had i:r;;t.F.:, vn•~ \b:.r.:.;lJ :tr. 

III. :Katlwnid \Yiton, tl1c ~oa cf ,Jt:r•:rn:nh, rn:urieJ Euni•:'i? D~tyi::r;t•nr\> 
·111rl 11'' ,~ -1· .:.1:u~ ,. ·1·· • c. ' "..c. .. ~ v~ . ,, • 

( 4.) . 
. I 
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: 1v·. ·1. -Peter married IIepsabcth ,vnson, 11is cousin. 2. Pfl.ul mn:·ri•.~1 
ltuth Burnham. 3. :,Iolly nK,rneJ her cou~in, Johu ,ri!~rL 
4. Eunice. 5. Thaukft:l marrit,d Hichard 'l\,wnsend. t.~. 
]Jcwlnh married Ismael 8awvcr. 7. Hho<la. marrieu Joh:: ., 
Burnham. 

III. Samuel ,Yi!sen, son of .Jt!rcn1in.h, married ~Iolley Davenport, an·! 
bad i5suc. 

l'V. Jolin Wi!5on married )Iollev Wi!son. Snmr:cl married Susan Di·roL 
Benjamin 1narried ., Bet'5cy married Ezra :Freem:u! . 

. 111. Jonathan \Yilsor:, son of Jc,remiah ul,ove n:imed, w:15 born ia 
Tewksbury, September:?,· 1702., ·I!lmTicd liepsulicth \\"ilJ(:r:­
nnc1 had i§.ue. viz : 

.Tr·. 1. Jac~b ; 2. Caleb; 3. Luke ; 4. David, nr.d c1aughther5, f•. 
Louis ; 6. liary; i. l-1€D~~!icth, ana 8. Bet.:;e·rr. . .. .. 

5. Louis married . ::Hikel \Yoo:!, :rn<l hnd i=8ue, viz: .. :'\.be!, Loui~\ 
Elepli~t, Su::::.:.n nad 11cp5ebcth. 

6. ?tlnry nwrricd Jo.3eph II0Df:_;!1tc.1n, for her first husbnnd, by who:1-:. 
she bau four children, \'iZ: -1. El~jah; 2. ~lartha ; 2. Thank­
ful, mH1 4. ~lary. · She n:arrbd for~ her second ht1::.-band~ 
David YViL:cn, and ht:J by hi1n fl re chi!Jren, tvro of whum. 
hn.d heirs, ·dz: A~.hcl :.1~J Thttnkfol \Yiison. 

,:--. I. Elijah, son of ~lary und Joseph J:Ionghton, ttl:3~e nnmed, marrie,l 
I>cUy (-}rn.y, ancl haJ eight c-hilJrcn: viz: Euriah, !:iopLl.1!' 
Polly, Thank£ ul, Amos, )I.arthn. ~nd Emory. · 

2. l\Iartlla I-f oughton, daughter of :\lm-y and ,Ju:-eph, rnnrricd J,:,hn 
Law·, and hacl two children, viz: Joseph and Jobn. 

3. Than!iful n1arried Ist~n.cl Sa,-.·yer, and had 011 11 ~on, yjz: Eli .. h!t. 
4. niary IIou6hto~ married Joel Lockling, and ltr.d children, \·iz : 

Chloe, Sil'-nnu::, Almon, Jiarthn, Joel:.- Jo::cp!J~ Curtis: Free­
Jo,tc and Florin<la. 

IV .. 7 . . Betsey, abo.e n~med, daughther of Jonathan; married Eb'.::GCV~~· 

\Yilder, and had i5sue, 
,.,.._ Scn'\'"en children, Jacob, Eerry, Paul, Jonathan, Betsey, Nancy n.nJ 

Bewlah. 
iv·. Hepsabeth, daughter of Jonathan, married Peter ,vilson, ::u1d had 

children, viz : . -
,:. Gardner, Peter, Caleb, Charles, Eunice, Thankful, I{ulda, IIepsa.~ 

beth. 
·IV. 1. Jacob. son of Jonathan aboYe named, roarrictl P. Freeman, nnd 

had i~su(', viz : 
Jacob. Dadd, E=Sther, Polly a.ml IIepsal>cth. V~ 

1\r. 2. Caleb married Phmbe Dlrol, un<l l,ad iS::ue, \"iZ: 
8uE-an and Caleb. V. 

JV. 3. 

IV. 4. 
y·_ 

Luke n!:.UTi~:l .l'tnna '\Vilder, and hacl is:3ue four children, Ez:a, 
1 . .,. .. 1 ·.. ;'-.. , . .,,,. , ' d .., ....... '. ,:l -'.,uni., ... ,,.n~} .. t.1 r .. :,1 .... r. 

Da,·i.u ro:irricc.1 Dorcus O~!!oo<l1 aml had i:=sue, -riz: 
Dorcus, Jonathan, Olive, Luke., Ca: vin &ml llc:t~ey. 

Thc .. princip~l pn.rt c,f the follc,,:in6 pedigree was fm·ni.::hcu by )Irs . .J . 
.::1. ZDoan~, of Shorctw.!u, ·vt., mostly taken frora !\ fmniiy record in G10 



:J;i:i!e uf John \Yi~on, who settle:] in Taunton, now in po.sseEsion of )lr5. 
Blinn, in Shorch:tm. This Libfo was printed in 17 41. 

J. · ,John \Yil&)o settled in Taunton: l\Iass., married and hud issue~ one 
. son, ,1z: 

JI. John \Yil5on, \\·ho mnrried 3Iary Green, of \Yorcester, )lass., an-: 
had i55uc, a son and a daughter, viz : 

-JII. Dorcus und John \\-il~on, ,vho married Cynth13 Gou:<1, .'.Febru:.1r:~ 
5th, 1781, nuJ settled in "\Van·:iek, )Iass. He praet:ee:2 
n1edicine, anJ died February Gth, lS~D, and she <lied :';la-..·c~ 
., 1 • 1 ~ ;") J n•l .J d · · cJCu, ~-:.. ..:. .1 1cv ia issue., \·1z: 

J • 

• 1\..... -1. Gardner \Yil5on, born Feb. -3J; 1, 83, n1nrrie<l and J1nd i~sw.-:.. 
,·iz : Catherine, who mar,.ri,~d -- Clark, how living irr 
,\-:--00:J~tock, lll., and S. P. ,Yil:son, now living in ~Varlc1¼ng­
ton> St. Lan:rencc Co., N'.· Y. 

2. Bet~ey '\"'ii~on, bo:·n .J u1y 30th, 17S.3, n1arricd Dr. E. J.Vir.r., . 
v.l~o die<l .:\larch 2E-tb, 18-!2. She is now livi:ig in Sii~r1.:­
lwm, Yt. 

· 3. Jolm ":--iL,on, born .Jan. 2-5th, 1788, mnrried Deborah Cu2J1rD~1.:~ 
J mJC l-!th, 1512, re:=i<lc<l in t>horelrnm: Vt., ~n:1 h~d :·e·r€:: 
.. ,d . 

cl~~i rcn, v1z : 
·.-v. 1. ~Ta!:!e Ann '\\-i!:Son, bcrn Ju!y 1st, 1813, JiUUTied Sclrnyle~ Do~ne:­

wber--2 they r-:~irlc. 
2. )Iary Ann ,"t,~ibcu, born J.Iay 22d, 1Sl5, marrieJ .A.bier \V ell= .. 

bot!1 ,1ead, s. p. 
-3. Jobr. Blin \Vifaon, born Sept. 19th, 1817, <liecl, h:3 ,v!dOiY is ir .. 

L~sur.,. )Iich1~an. 
4. Cha:dott~ \Vil5on, .. born Oct. 13th, 1820, died young. 
a. John \Yilson, born Oct. 21st, 18~2, died yonng; 
6. Clark ,Yil~on, born .A.pril 17th, 1825, i:, now at 117 Bo,,-;c:ry~ 

~; ew York citv. -1 ., 
7 .. '\Villi~m ,v allace ,Yibcn, born )Iay 20th, 18:!~, rl!~id~ i~t 

La~~ur, l\lichigao. 

Durfee Wilson, born in Leicester, Mass., Jan. ·23c1, l 725~ lw.d fo~1:­
l>rothera, viz: John, Daniel, ,v e5.5well and Sathx .. icl, and fh __.. 

Durfee ,vilso:1, died in Colchester, ·vt., Oct. 17th, 18.30, le.1.vin6 chil:1rerr .. 
"VIZ: 

Eliza .Ann m Loomis, Jives in Champlain, X. Y. 
'I\I~r··= tr "'' '\'."', l ·on " " " .il "' &. : ,, J, >. " • :-, ' 

Durfoc H. " Ii vcs in Tolono, III. 
H "n(1r..-~(;n r-• "'r11-, n 11· ··c·· 1·n Co1 "''-c-ter ,re·. v• • .._.J..~ i .. ._,. \ 'I L!'V .. , ._ :, J.\,._. :,;a, ' ~ 

Kathanid E. . '· " ,. '' 
JTnrri,~tt .A .. CLarnberl;r., Eves in Pln.ttsbur!:!h .. ~,. 1~. ...... , 

· The follo't',fr'l 6 ·pedigree is taken from Di'. Bor:J·s ·1Ii5to17 of "'\\ ... ~1t~­

town, :::,Iass., p:1~c: 97 5, pnrrc:rtin6 to belo!'.1~ to the ',Yi!s:iG f;m1ily. 
"V-OOI"'O". ,··1 \r, ~ 1 1r·<,~ 1 -0, 1··•11 ·' ·, ..,;:') -'·-J 1om~s \ ooi:3Qn: .~en., \Vas se ectrr.cn J,.J,.., ~,, ~~·, 1 :..1-1, 

1703. It- i-; probE!J!c ti1::-~t the correct ozt!Jography of tl1i3 u~mc ;~ 
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. ,viI~on~ an<l th!lt Thomns ,Yoolson was relcatcd to n Cim·.:·.- •:~ 
,\-ilson.5 in Xcwton. In the chul"ch ~~cor<ls of ,Y e:::ton .. it i.s .:•:~:~~;:• • 

• tin1es written ,Yilson, and like,vise in ,vatert!>wn recor<ls. 
rrho~as ,Yool~n, Jr., ~nd family, mo\·cd t.o \Yatertown, 17V,. 
Ga.pt. '-lonas \Yoo!~o, of ~ew I~pwick in 1739, one of the fir~t fh-~ ~--:. 

tlcr3 therein, m., June 23~ 1742, SY.;;anna '\Vitli~, of To\vn~c>nd. II-~ 
<lic,1 l 7DO, aged 78, and his \vifc died 1700, aged 70. Chi!., 

1. Eli7.abeth, born 17-lH, \Yent to ,vat., ~lay, 17GG, and cauC,~: 
entered; <lieu 17ft-!. 

2. Susanna, born 174.3. 3. }\fartha; born 1751. 4. Jo:.a:. 
born 1757. [See His. of Kew Ips\vick, p. 4-!-LJ 

:-;ybil Hooper was probably a daughter of Ephraim and Sy Lil, of Sudbery. 

All of which i~ respectfully submitt~c1,. 

II. O. H::\IIT~l-. 


