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PREFACE. 

THE following sketches are the result of examinations and enqumes 

rnade 0 from time to time, as opportunities occurred for the purpose. They 

are designed to gratify such of the posterity of JoHN \VHIT:)IAX as have 

any degree of curiosity leading the111 to an enquiry after their origin. Such 

curiosity seems to be naturdl, and, at the same time, indicative of a. respect­

ful regard to those hut for whom we should not have existed. If so fortunate 

as to find thern worthy and respectable the emotion excited is agreeable ; 

o.nd the mind delights to dwell in contemplation upon the ir.cidents of their 

lives. Biography is at all time-: pleasing, and the source of valuable instruc­

tion. How much more so wheu the subject is a relafr,.-e or an immediate 

ancestor. 

The posterity of J OHX \VHIT:"\r AX, who by way of distinction m these 

sketches, \viii often be denominat,~d the . .\nce5tor, will seldom fi11d occasion 

to hlush upon loo:~ing back upon the past lives of tho,-e from whom they 

have derived their origin. Fortunate indeed, may the generations no\v in 

beiug esteem themseh·es, if they can be sure to bequeath to their posterity 

an equal sourse of felicit,nion. 

A speculation of this ~:ind may, by many be deemed unprofitable. Such, 

however, are but :-uperficial observers. No virtuously disposed 111in<l can 

loo:-: back upon a long line of truly venerable ancestors without feeling his 

motive to a virtuous life :--trengthened. lle can scarceiy help feeling that 

it is not for hi111 to be the first to bring disgrace upon his lineage. It will 

moreover lead him to reflect that his po:--terity also will be looking back, 

and cornparin2: his life with that of his progenitors. And who in such case 

can fail to feel as a father in the presence of his offspring ? And that sad 

indet>d wou ,d it be to find them crimsoned ,vith shame at witnessina in him ::, 

a mortifying exemplar. 



PREFACE. 

The foHowing sketches are confined principally to the four first genera­

tions, including the common ancestor. L"nder each member of the fourth 

generation, howe\·er, will be found a genealogical statement of his posteri­

ty, for one or more generations further. '.\Jany errors will doubtless, be 

discJvered, especially as to the later generation.s. Those now in being are 

so numerous, and so much scattered, that full and distinct information is 

not easy to bt obtained concerning them. As it respects the female bran~h­

es, it has not been practicable to trace their descendants in any instance to 

any considerable extent. 

The numbers placed o\·er the names denote the generation from the com­

mon ancestor, he being considered as the first. Those of the third and 

fourth generations, are arranged according to the seniority of the second 

generation. For instance-the de cendant.;; from the Ancestor's son Thom­

as stand first in each succeeding generation ; and so on ,vith regard to .hif 

succeeding brothers and sisters, as far as the same can be ascertained. 
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1 

J oHx ,v IIIT)IA~, one of the early settlers of the town of 
\V eymouth, in the State of ~Iassachusetts, is the .Ancestor, if 
not of all, yet of nearly all of the nan1e of Whitn1an, as well as 
of an equal number, at least, bearing other names, in this 
country. He came from England, but frorn ,vhat particular 
part of it cannot be ascertained. He may have originated from 
Holt, in the coenty of Norfolk. The name of \Vhite1nan has 
existed there. In the list of ~hose copied into lVinthrop's Jour­
nal, v::110 ,vere admitted freemen, the na111e of the above John 
is spelled with an e, as are those of Holt. Governor '\Vinthrop 
and his company cmne princjpally from the vicinity, and, 
probably., sorne of them, from the tO'ffn of Holt. And John 
came over, if not at the same time, yet not many years after, 
and attached himself to the sa1ne company, and, it rnay be 
presmned, w-as allured thither by his neighbors and friends, 
who either came with, or had preceded him a few years. The 
e may ha\'e been omitted by him, as he and his posterity ha\-e 
€Ver written their naines \Yilhout it. 

There ,-ras, ho,vever, a John "\Vhitman, 1nentioned by Fox, 
in his ~:Iartyrology, ,vho vras of Rye, near Do,-er, and, as it 
would seen1, much of an enthusiast. He left his family at Rye 
in 157 2, abruptly, and crossed over to Ostend, and there 
demeaning himself fanatically, and offensively to the Ro1nan 
Catholics, of th:it place, was apprehended, and consigned to 
the flan1es, in which he perished ,vithout repining, and in seem-­
ing exultation. He was forty-nine years of age, and left a large 
family at Rye. It is possible that our Ancestor, who was 

(} -
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born near the commencement of the succeeding century, may 
have been grandson of the n1artyr. 

Our Ancestor must have arrived in this country so1ne time, 
and, probab]y, some years, prior to December 1638, ,vhen, 
as appears by Winthrop's Journal, he \Vas made free, viz. 
admitted to the rights and privileges of a citizen. This ,vas 
not usually admissible until after a probationary residence of 
some time-and never until after admission as a rnember of 
some established church. He, probably, settled at \V eymouth, ~. 
twelve miles south of Boston, soon after his arrival, but at what 
precise period cannot be ascertained. He ,vas by the Gover­
nor and assistants, appointed an ensign there in 1645, which 
\Vas, probably, the first military appointment in that town. In 
the same year he was, by the saine authority, ,vith t\vo others, 
appointed" To encl small controversies" there. 1Vhat author­
ity was exercised under the latter commission is not precisely 
known, but, probably, not very dissimilar to that which lras 
subsequently, expected of justices of the peace. He was also 
deacon of the church there, probably, fro1n its first establish­
ment, until his death, which ,ras on Nov. 13, 1692. 

He must have lived to a very advanced age, probably but 
little, if any, short of ninety years. This supposition is 
strengthened by the fact, that the youngest of his four sons, 

*The town of Weymouth lies on the south side of a navigable stream:,, 
called Fore River, which separates it from Braintree. By the means of its 
packets, it bas ever had an intimate connexion with Boston. The first 
attempt at a settlement there, was in 1622 ; at which time a company from 
England had been sent eut for the purpose under the patronage of a mer­
cantile gentleman by the name of Weston. This attempt, owing to the 
hostility of the h1dians, provoked by the improvidence and misdemeanors 
of the emigrants, proved unfortunate ; and in 1623, was abandoned. In 
1624, however, Cc1pt. Robert Gorges, son of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, renew­
ed the attempt ; and a settlement ,vas commenced, by emigrants, from 
'\\Teymoutb, in Englana, of good cbar:icter, and maintained; and ill 1633, 
the place was incorporated as a town. 

Its local situation secured to it many advantages ; being con'\"eniently 
accessible from the sea ; and enjoying every facility for being supplied with 
the products of the ocean, as well as of tbe hind ; and having the market 
of the metropolis close at hand. 
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who was, probably, the youngest of nine children, was born in 

1644. And his oldest son, Thomas, gave a deposition in 1679, 
by which it appears, that he was born in 1629. Some of the 

daughters may have been older, and they probably were, as it is 

scarcely to be presumed, that the nine children ,vere all born in 
the course of fifteen years ; especially, as their parents were 

separated for four years or more of the time, the family not 

having removed to this country till about 1641. The tradition, 
among the descendants of Thomas, has been, that he was about 

nvelve years old when he ·was brought to this country. Thus 

it results, as probable, that the Ancestor ,vas married not far 

from 1625 ; and, early marriages not being so common in 

England as in this country, it may be reasonable to suppose, 
that he ,vas not married till t\venty-three years of age. This 

would make him about ninety at his decease. 

He had a brother, Zecheriah, who emigrated at the tin1e he 
did, or soon after ; and settled at l\'.lilf9rd, in Conn. \vho is 
spoken of in the church records, and history of that town, as 

early as 1639. He \Vas one of the ruling el<lers, and assisted 

at the ordination in that town, of the Rev. Roger Newton, by 
the imposition of hands. These, and some other circun1stanccs 

concerning him, are noticed in Trmnbull's llistory. When 

he died, is not kno\vn ; but probably not until advanced in 
years. He left no issue. His estate in l\'.lilford he bequeathed 

to his nephew, the Rev. Zechcriah ,vhitman, son of our 

Ancestor. The farm \vhich he occupied, is called the Whitman 

farm to this day ; and is now in the occupation of a man by the 
name of Fenn. 

There was a Robert ,Vhitman also, who settled at Ipswich. 

\Vhether he was a brother, or but a relative, or neither, of the 

Ancestor, is not known. He ·came over about the same time 

and arrived at the sarne place, and settled in the same colony. 
He was illiterate while the others were well educated, which 

makes it doubtful if he were of the same fan1i1y. '\-Vhether he 
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left any issue cannot be, certainly, ascertained. There is no 
trace of any in the records, or in the recollection of the elderly 
people of Ipswich. And what he did with his estate is not 
known. There are conveyances on record to and from him, 
and his \vife Susan. And in 1679, he was recognized as one 
of the proprietors of the common lands in Ipswich, and his 
name appears on the records there on various occasions to that 
period. 

If he left any posterity, a Francis "\Vhitman, a ship-wright, 
in Boston, who died in 1703, aged fifty years, may have been 
his son. He \Vas not the son or grandson of our Ancestor. He 
Jeft posterity in Boston, viz. Francis, l\Iary and Sarah. His 
widow l\Iary sunrived him ; and, with her children, made a 

deed of land on Essex-street, in Boston, in 1718. Francis, 
the son, is called ship-wright also ; and was ,vithout doubt the 
same who was in 17 55, Captain of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company in Boston. And Elizabeth Whitman, a 
widow, who made her ,,·ill in Boston, in 1760, and who therein 
mentions a Francis Whitman as her son, was doubtless his 
widow. And the latter Francis \Vas probably an only son, if 
not an only child. And it is not ascertained that he left any 
posterity. With him probably ended the descendants in the 
male line of the first Francis. 

There was, at an early period, in Providence, R. I. a ,; alcn­

tine Whitman. He is mentioned, in some of the ancient 
documents as an interpreter to the Indians. "'\Vhat posterity 
he left, or what became of hin1, is not, certai:ily, known. The 
family by the nan1e of Whitman, who have been for many years 
inhabitants of Providence, \Vere not of his posterity. There 
are, however, in the to,vn of \V arwick, in R. I. a progeny, ·who 
may, and probably ha\·e, descended from him. They cannot 
be traced to any other origin. And the nan1e of Valentine is 
said to be common among them. Whether he was a brother, 
or any connexion of our Ancestor, cannot be ascertained. He, 
probably, e1nigratcd about the same tin1e. 
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John, Zecheriah, Robert and Valentine, are, it is believed, 
~he only persons, of the nan1e, that ever emigrated to New­
England. They must have emigrated about the same time. 
These circumstances seem to render it probable that they were 
at least relatives. John and Zecheriah are kno,vn to have been 
brothers. It is most probable the others ,vere but relatives to 
these, in a more remote degree. If they had been brothers, 
some trace of it would have been discoverable from v,;hat has 
been preserved fron1 J oho and Zecheriah. 

John w-hitman o,vned and lived upon a far1n, adjoining the 
north side of the highway, leading by the north side of the 
meeting-house of the north parish in Weymouth, and directly 
off against it, and extending to \V eymouth river ; and his 
dwelling-house ,vas situated near the centre of it. A part of the 
d1,velling-house now remaining there, is said to be 150 years 
old. If so, the Ancestor must have resided in it a dozen years 
before his death. It ''""as built in the old style, being a wooden 
house, two stories in front, facing the meeting house, and one 
in the rear, to,vards the river, and ·well preserved w·ith paint. 

The same farn1, entire, has descended, by bequest, from 
father to son, until 1806, when the Ancestor's great grandson 
Abiah dying, without issue, leaving two ,vidowed sisters, his 
heirs at la,v, one of them, a Mrs. Salisbury, purchased out the 
other, and has left it to her posterity ; one or more of whom now 
own and occupy it. Thus it still remains, and ever has re-
1nained, in unbroken succession, in its first possessor and his 
descendants, for nearly t,vo centuries-an instance the like of 
which does not often occur. 

Our Ancestor had four sons and five daughters. The sons 
were Tho1nas, John, Abiah and Zecheriah. The daughters 
were all married ; and their names as mentioned in their father's 
will, in 1685, and as then all li\r;ng, were Sarah Jones, Mary 
Pratt, Elizabeth Green, Hannah French and Judith King. 
The will was proved in 1692. Abiah and Zecheriah were 
nained executors. Ilis homestead far1n he gave to his son, 
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Abiah, who lived with him. To his other children he confirms 
\Vhat he had before given them, probably by deed, consisting of 
out lands, &c. 

He was undoubtedly a worthy man. His enterprise had 
brought him to a new country, probably, ·with but little, if any 
estate. He had, like most adventurers into a new country, his 
own fortune to achieve. The ,vilderness ,vas alone open to 
him. An undaunted resolution must have urged hin1 forward. 
His wife and several children, had been left in the country 
from which he had n1igrated-three thousand miles of ocean 
intervening between them. His only hope of again rejoining 
them, with emotions of unalloyed felicity, depended on his 
ability to carve from the wilderness, the sources of a comforta­
ble subsistence. Affection on the one hand, and almost des­
pe1·ation on the other, stimulated his exertions. Joy and sadness 
must have alternated in his breast, as the idols of his affection, 
or the prospect before him, were uppern1ost in his mind. Years 
had elapsed before he could be allo,ved to realize that the day 
of anxiety and solicitude had passed a,vay. In 1641, however, 
according to traditionary account, the measure of his felicity 
,vas made full, by the arri,·al of his family ; and their establish­
ment on the venerated spot, in the town of ,v eymouth, where 
he had unremittingly toiled in anticipation of this consummation 
of his fondest hopes. There he would see1n to have been 
trebly blessed ,vith competency, offspring and length of days­
·his competency the fruit of industry-his offspring the gift of 
heaven-and his length of days the reward of temperance and 
virtue. 

In him his posterity have an example 't\·orthy of imitation. 
His virtues were not of the obtrusive kind-nor adapted to 
catch the popular admiration. He was, probably, incapable 
of exploits that would astonish the crowd ; or, if he was, his 
ambition did not prompt hin1 to the attempt. l\fany a 1nan has 
been lauded to the skies for the tricks of a mere 1noun1cbank, 
without one single virtue to recomn1end him. Nine tenths of 
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the heroes of all times are of this order. Such is human na­
ture-and so prone to the marvellous-and to be dazzled with 
external show and pomp-and to be blinded by it-and utterly 
reckless of vd1at is si1nple, amiable and really praiseworthy ! 

But our A.ncestor, who feared Go<l and hated covetous­
ness-who did good continually all the days of a long life­
\\·ho by honest industry, and without ofTence to any one, nur­
tured a::1d educated a larg~ fiunily, and fitted then1 to become 
citizens worthy of any country-,vho was an exemplar to all 
around hi1n-who braved and endured hardships and privations, 
which but few can realize-and finally, who fulfilled every civil, 
religious and moral obligation, n1us! not be forgotten by his 
numerous posterity. His virtues should be their virtues, and 
his history should be deeply engraven on their minds. To 
reverence and venerate our ancestors, ,vould seem to be but an 
instinct of nature. At any rate, it is a dictate of humanity, in 
c\·cry fonn of existence, from the most savage to the most civ­
ilized state-and so ordered for wise purposes. Fron1 venera­
tion, imitation, if not en1ulation, ,vill follow. Let us then 
cherish, and not endeavor to extinguish this propensity. Let 
us honor our progenitors that our days may be many in the land 
which the Lord our God hath gfren us. 

2 

THO:\IAS ,vHITMAN, the oldest son of the Ancestor, was 
about twek·e years old when he can1e, ,vith his mother, and 
some others of the children, about 1641, to settle in this count­
ry. From that time till of age, as may be presumed, he labor­
ed ,vith his father, on the farm at ,v ey1nouth. In 1653, he 
was made free at Boston, being then nventy-four years of age, 
and a church member of course. In 1656, he married Abi­
gail, <laughter of Nicholas Byram, \Yho probaLly came over 
with his father, as they \Yere 111ade free at the san1e ti1ne, and 
settled in the neighborhood of each other, in '\V eymouth. An 
intimacy, undoubtedly, subsisted between their fainilies-and 
this 1natch n1ay be belieYed to have been n1utua1ly satisfactory. 
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Thomas, at first, settled in \V eymouth ; but in 1662, sold his 
farm there, as did his father-in-law, Nicholas Byram, and they 
both removed to Bridge,"·ater, ~ twelve miles south of "\Vey­
n1outh ; where each settled himself upon a valuable tract of 
land, in the ea5terly part of the town, then in a state of nature. 
That selected by Thomas "\Vhitirian, was, what has since been 
called, the Whitman neck, containing about two hundred acres, 
and lying between the rivers Sautucket and ~Iatfield, and com­
ing to a point at their junction-a more eligible situation could 
not have been selected. There he resided fifty years, until 
his decease, in 1712, aged about eighty-three years. His first 
d\velling-house there, was in front of the one now occupied by 
Dea. John Whitman, and his son Alfred, and about half way 
bet\veen that and Sautucket river. His second dwelling, built 
after Philip's war, ,vas by the road, nearly opposite the present 
ba;n of Dea. John Whitman. 

The inhabitants of Bridgewater, were greatly harrassed by 
the Indians in the time of Philip's ,var~ which com1nenced in 
1675. It ,vas then an interior town in the colony of Plyn1outh; 
and presented a young, unguarded settlement and frontier to 
the temptation of savage fury. The tradition is, that all the 
houses, not garrisoned or stockaded, and at a distance from the 
village, save one, were burnt. The one not burnt is said to 
have been Nicholas Byram's. This house was situated where 
Captain Isaac )Vhitman lately d,velt, and remote from the 
\·illage. This was probably the place of refuge of Thon1as 
"'\Vhitman and his f an1ily, and of the other neighbors, \Ybere 
their preparation for defence 1nay have deterred the In­
dians fro1n atte1npting an assault. There is a tradition, how-

"'Bridgewater had, formerly, a great reputation for its agriculture. Its 
soil was superior to that of any other town in the Old Colony of Plymouth. 
Its meadow lands were extensive and fertile. But, since the war of the 
revolution, and particularly of late, owing to its abundant supply of eligible 
mill-sites, the attention of its population has been turned to manufactures. 
Formerly it fu.rnished the seaport towns with many of their agricultural 
products. At present, although the aggregate of its crops is increased, it 
does not supply its own consumption. Large supplies of bread-stuff, and 
other provisions, and e'l;en of lumber, are annually disposed of there from 
abroad. It was formerly a large township, and contained a population of 
over 5000 ; but has recently been divided into four towns, viz. Bridgewater 
and E:i~t. ,vest and North-Brid.!!cw::i.ter. 
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ever, that this house was saved fron1 favor to the owner, on 

account of son1e favor before received by the Indians, fron1 him. 
But this nrny reasonably be <loubtcd. It is a trait scarcely 

characteristic of Indian warfare. 

In 1676, a party of t\-renty-one in nmnber, of the inhabitants 

of Bridge'>Yater, among whon1 \Yere ~ichol:J.:3 Byram (probably 

junior) and John ,Vhitrnan, son of Thon1as, then eighteen years 
of age, perf onned a signal exploit. They ,vere embodied as 
soldiers, and destined to join Capt. Church,- ,Yho was expected 

from Ply1nouth, by v:;ay of Bridgewater, to pursue the Indians; 

towards N 2rraganset. But finding; the enemy approaching, 

before Church could arri,·e, they sa1lied forth, <lro-;;c the Indians 

back, and c::~)tured seYenteen of then1 alive, ,-rith 1nuch of their 

plunder, v;ithout the loss of a life on their part. This event ~s 
alluded to by I-Iubbard and by IIohnes. The:,~ speak oi a 
violent terr1pest as coming to the ai<l of the soldiers, by produc­
ing consternation among the Indians. The party ·was after­

wards joined by Church, ,Yith his con1pany, who pursued the 

enen1y \Yith great slaughter, and the capture of many prisoners . 

. After this it is probable~ that the inhabitants of Bridgev:;ater 

remained unrnolestecL although not lrithout occasional alarn1s , '--' 

during the re1nainder of the war. 
'-' 

Thomas '\Vhitman had three sons and four daughters. The 
sons were John, Ebenezer and Nicholas. The daughters were 
Susanna, wife of Benjainin "\Villis; ~Iary, \Yifc of Seth Leach ; 

Nao1ni, wife of lVm. Sno\\-, and Hannah. His \Yill, dated in 

1711, nan1es these daughters as then living ; and, after reciting 

that his sons had been provided for by deeds of conveyance, 

makes then1, after the decease of their mother, his residuary 

legatees. 'fo his son Nicholas, he had conveyed hi., hon1estead; 

to his son Ebenezer, his lands in the south part of the to\,·n~ 

with half of his comn1on right, and to John, the otber half of 
his comn1on right. John was executor of this \Yill. The 
'"-ido1v of Thomas survi\-ed n1any years, ~nd until Yery aged; 
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and made a ·will disposing of considerable personal estate, and 

appointed Nicholas, her executor. 

The character of Thomas, like that of his father, 1nust ha,·e 
been enterprising and adventerous ; and his habits those of 
industry and frugality. The estate which he \Yas enabled to 
parcel out among his children ·was valuable. His pri,-ations in 
early life ,verc those of a settler in a lrilderness country ; and 
his disasters from Indian depredation and barbarity were severe­
ly afflicting. Those ;n succ_eeding; generations, ,Yho have 
enjoyed unmolested the fruits of his labors, privations and suffer­
ings, have not, too often, recalled to mind, ,Yith filial reverence, 
the debt of gratitude due to such a progenitor. 

Judge ~Iitchell, in his history of BridgeYrater, ,,.-ritten in 
1818, has the follo,ving paragraph concerning hin1. " His 
descendants are very· numerous in Bridgewater ; and n1ore of 
them bave received a liberal education than of any other name 
in town. Se,·eral of them have been clergvmen. Nine of this ._., 

name, and all of them of his posterity, are :c ")"\V in the profes-
sion of the law, in this Common'\",ealth (l\lassachusetts). The 
family is remarkable for longevity. Nicholas had four chudren 
·who lived to be above eighty-fi\·e, t,Yo of the1n to ninety years. 
Four of this nan1e are no"t;-,- living of the respecti,·e ages of 94, 
87, 84 and 80." One of the latter is still li,·ing in the ninety­
seventh year of his age ; anc! yet active and in good health. 
He might have added that a fifth child of :Kicholas lived to be 
eighty years old. Eleven males bearing the narr1e of "l\'"11itman, 
all descendants of Thomas, are known to the ,,·riter to ha,·c 
lived to the respective ages fallowing, Yiz. SO~ 81, 82, 83, 83, 
83, 88, 90, 90, 95 and 96 years. .A.nd three females of his 
descendants are kJ.10,Yn to the writer to have li,·ed to the res­
pective ages of 92, 95 and 98 years. The instances of lon­
gevity ha\-e probably been as numerous in the fen1ale as in the 
male line. 
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2 

JoH~ ,vHIT)IAN, the second son of the A.ncestor, was pro-
vided for, by his father, in what is now the south parish iu 
1Veyn1outh. He ·was settled there on a farm, by the side of a 
large pond, which, from him, took, and still retains the name 
of "\Vhitman'_s pond. His first \Yife ,Yas Ruth Reed, who died 
without issue. His second v.-ife ,vas .A .. bigail Hollis. By her 
he had Ruth in 1665, l\lary !n 1666, John in 1668, Ebenezer 
in 1670, and Samuel in 1673. At \\·hat time he died is not 
kno,Yn. He \Yas alive ,\·hen his father n1ade his will in 1685 ; 
and it is not in1probable, that he lived to be aged, as his father 
was near ninety, and neither of his brothers died under eighty­
two years of age. Ile left his estate to h1s sons, ,vho were all 
settled in the sa111e neighborhood. liis eldest son, John, had 
his homestead. 

2 

ABL\H \Vn1T)IAN, the third son of the Ancestor, n1arried 
l\Iary Ford, an<l li,·ed with his father, and had his homestead. 
His children ,yere Elizabeth, born in 1673, n1arried a Cooper ; 
Lydia, born in 1678, married a Thomas ; John, born in 1681; 
Zecheriah, born in 1683 ; ~Iary, born in I 68.3, married a De­
lay; Eleanor, born in 1688, married a 'furner, and .A.biah, 
born in 1690. His wife died in 1715; and he died in 1728. 
His age is not kno,,·n. But he ,:ras older than his brother 

'--

Z echeriah, who was born in 1644. He could therefore haYe 
been but little, if any, short of ninety. 

He bequeathed his homestead to his son Abiah. To his 
sons John and Zecheriah he gave a tract of land in Easton, 
fifteen n1iles soutln,;,-est of,,~ eymouth, where they settled. His 
daughters, ~Iary, Eleanor and Elizabeth, ·were settled in Eas­
ton and vicinin~, near their brothers. Lvdia was settled in .I ., 

Braintree. A.II but Zecheriah left posterity. 

The marriage of Lydia was attended with circumstances 
savoring a little of the ro1nantic. ,l,.hile on a Yisit an1ong her 
relatiYes in Boston~ and while walking in the itreet, she caught 



l6 J'OHN WHIT:dAl'(' 

the eye of a Captain Thomas, a respectable ship-master, then 

lately arrived from England. Ile \Yas instantly capti\·ated with 

her appearance, and follo,,;;ed her till he found where she lodg­

ed ; and immediately after, contri\·ed to gain an introduction 

to the family there, and to her ; and soon after married her, 

and established himself, in Yery respectable style, near her 

father's in the to,Yn of Braintree, ,Yherc he hrought up a large 

and respectable family. 

This ALiah was undoubtedly a man of industrious and steady 

habits. The family he brought up, and the property he be­

queathed tbe1n, together \Yith his great age, are evincire of this. 

He ,Yas n1oreo·ver, selected by his father to be a stay and a 

staff to him in his old age ; and was one of the executors of his 

will-and inherited, it may be belie\·cd, no inconsiderable por­

tion of his Yirtues. He had one daughter, at least, who li\·ed 

lO be ninety-two years of age. Flow old the others were is not 

known. T\YO of his sons lived to be about eighty. 

1••,f " 

- .ZEcniRIAH 1VnIT:.\L.\X, the youngest son of the .Ancestor" 

,vas graduated at Can1bridgc in 1668-and settled in the 1ninis­

try at Nantasket in 1670, and about the same time 1narried 

Sarah Alcock, daughter of Doct. John Alcock of Roxbury, 

He '\Yas respected and venerated in his day. By a bequest 
from his uncle Zecheriah, befcre named, for whom he \Vas 

probably named, and by an inheritance, in right of his "·ife, he 
became possessed of a competent estate, which rendered him 

independent, during his life, rmfl enabled him to provide hand­

somely for his children. 

His sons were Zecheriah, John and Samuel. His daughters 

,vere Joanna, "·ho married a Hunt, and lired in Boston ; 

Sarah, ,-rho married a Goold, and li\~ed on her father's hon1e­

stead in Hu11, and ~1ary, \Yho n1arried a Jacobs. In his lrill, 
made in 1725, he bequeathed his farm, recei\·ed from his uncle 

~echeriah, in i\filford; to bis son Zechcriah : and a fanu and 
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tract of land in Sto,v, to his sons John and Samuel. .i\nd 
Samuel ,vas executor. The town of IIull, formerly called 
Nantasket, ,vas, in his day, a place of so1ne i1nportance, which 
casualties of late years, hav·e tended to diminish. I-le died in 
1726, aged eighty-t,vo years. 

2 

ELIZABETH, one of the daughters of the Ancestor, in 1657, 
married Joseph Green·. Her children \\·ere J oscph, Lorn in 
1658, John, in 1661, Elizabeth, in 1664, ~lary, in 1667, and 
Zichri, in I 671. 

2 

I-IA~?\AII, an other of the daughters of the Ancestor, in 1660, 
married Stephen French. Iler children ·were l\1ary, born in 
1662, Stephen, in 1664, Samuel, in 1668, Hannah, in 1670, 
and Elizabeth, in 167 4. 

Of the children of the other three daughters no account has 
'--' 

been obtained. Nor is it knov;;n ho,v long any of the five 
daughters of the Ancestor lived. They v;cre a11 living in 1685, 
when their father made his \Yill. As their father and three, if 
not all, of their brothers li,·ed to be over eighty-two years of 
age, it may be presumed that a majority of the daughters were, 
at least, equally aged. It is therefore not unreasonable to pre­
sume, that as many as six, at least, of the nine children, lived 
to this great age. I-low old their rnother li\·ed to be is not 
known. She is not mentioned in the '\,·ill of her husband in 
16S5, and therefore \Yas not then li\jp~:d,lt may be rcasona­
tJlc to conclude that her na1ne was·~ as- each of her children, 
of ''"hose f an1ilics ,,·c hrn·c nny inforn1ation, being six in number, 
had a daughter l\Iarv. 

I.., .. 

s 
JOH~ '\V HIT:'\IA?\, the oldest son of Tho1nas, and grandson 

of the Ancestor, married ~Iary Pratt of ,v cymouth, who 111ay 
ha,·e been his cousin ; and this is rendered probable, as his 
1unt ~fary niarric<l n Pratt of l\T cyn1outh., and would have been 
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likely to give to her daughter her own name. I-le lived near 

his grandfather Byra1n, in Bridge\Yater, on the east side of \vhat 
is no\v called the Forge Pond. He ,vas, at the age of eighteen, 

an active partizan soldier ; on one occasion at least, in Philip's 

,Yar, as before related. He died in 1727, in his seventieth 

year, lea\·ing no children ; and by ,-rill, gave his ho1nestead to 

his nephe\v Dm·id, son of his brother Nicholas. His out­

Iands, and other property he distributed arnong his other 

relatives. I--Iis brother Nicholas was executor. He ,-ras a 1nan 

of industry and frugality, as is manifest by the property he was 

enabled to bequeath. Being appointed executor to his father's 

will in 1712, 1nay be adn1itted as satisfactory proof that his 

standing in society \Yas respectable. 

3 

EBENEZER "\V111T)L\.~, the second son of Thomas Lefore 

named, was settled in the south of Bridgewater. He 1narried 

A.bigail Burnham ; and his children ,-rerc Abigail, born in 1702, 
Zecberiah, iii 1704, IIannah, in 1709, and Ebenezer, in 1713. 
In 1713, he died, aged about forty years. His widow took 

administration of his estate, and ,-ras appointed guardian to the 

children. She aftcn,·ards 1narried a IIobart of Hinghan1, v;ith 

,vho1n she Ii,·ed on the farin at Bridgewater. 

3 

N1cHOLAS "\VIIIT:'.\IA~, the third son of Thon1as, before 

na1ned, had his father's homestead, and lived with bi1n ; and for 

his first wife, 111arrie<l Sarah V'ining of- "\V eyn1outh. By her 

his children ,vere Tho1nas, born in 1702, John, in 1704, David 
in 1709, Jonathan, in 1710, and Seth, in 1713. She then 
dying, he n1arried ~Iary Cary. By her his children ,vere 

Eleazer, born in 1 '716, and Benjamin, in 1719. His second 

,vife then dying, he n1arried ~Iary Conant, the great grand­

daughter of Roger Conant, of ,vhon1 honorable n1cntion is made 

in the early history of the country ; by ,Yho1n he had Josiah, 

bornin 112-1, Sarah, in 1726, Nicholas~ in 1731, and Ebenezer~ 
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in 17 36. He had fi,·e other children, principally by the fast 

wife, ,Yho died in infancy. 

Ile was a man of great vigor, industry and activity. llis 
dw·elling house ,vas near ~Iatfield river, a few rods \Yest of the 
d,velling house, afterwards, built by his son Ebenezer, and lately 
occupied by Joseph l{een. He ,-ras born about the ti111e of 
the breaking out of Philip's ,-rar ; in which his father's d\\·elling 
house, and the other d,vellings in that part of the to,-rn, \Yere, 

according to tradition, destroyed by the Indians. This was a 

period of great distress and alann. ~r he settle1nents were 

sparce and lride apart. To con1c to the aid of each other, of 
a sudden, ,-ras difficult, and attended ,i.-ith danger. And the 
progress of settle1nent was of cour~e retarded ; and pri,·ations 
were multiplied. Schools could not be established ; and the 
children ,-rere but scantily furnished ,-rith the n1cans of education. 
They \Yere taught by their parents to read, but not, in n1any in­
stances to ,-rrite. Nicholas could doubtless read his bible-but 
if he could write at all it ,Yas with difficulty. But, possessing; 
strong nati\·e po,Yers, be ,Yas enabled to manage the con1n1on 
affairs of life to good ad,·antag:c. Although his f::unily \Yas large, 
he increased his e·state. Ile was a constant attendant upon 

public v;orshi p, although, for the greater part of his life, the 
place of meeting ,yas three miles distant fro111 him. 

In his religious notions he partook, in son1e measure, of the 
spirit of the times ; and ,-ras, son1e,-rhat pertinacious. He could 
not readily yield his assent to v.-hat, by the then rising genera­
tion, ,vere deen1ed irnpro,·ements, either in doctrine or cere­
mony. "\Vhate\-er he had witnessed in the conduct of his fore-

,/ 

fathers had, with him, the force oflmv. Accordingly it is related 
...... ,I 

of hin1, that, ha\·ing grown up while it was fashionable, o,ving 
probably to the open and unfinished state of the 1neeting house, 
in early ti1nes, for the n1en to put on their hat5 during sern1on 
time., he could not., readily, brook the idea of ::in innovation 
c,·en in this part1cular. This practice ha<l existed during the 

'-
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whole of the n1ini.stry, ( about fifty years) of the fu·st settled 
rninister. After ·which, his successor, a fashionable young man 
fron1 the rnetropolis, who \Yas able to persuade all, except ~Ir. 
1Vhitn1an, to lay aside the practice, and finding hi1n contuma­
cious, he delivered a discourse on the subject. But before he 
had finished, ~Ir. vVhitman rose, and with great gravity, and 
possibly \Vithout intending a sarcasm, remarked, '' That rather 
than offend a weak brother, he would pull off his hat ; '' and 
accordingly did so, thereafter, as well during sermon as prayer 
time. 

He had, before his decease, settled p·ortions of his home­
stead upon his sons Thomas and John ; and his son Da\·id 
was amply provided for by the bequest of his uncle John, as 
beforementioned. Seth, Eleazer and Benjamin, were settled 
on his out-lands. His other children, after his decease, bad, 
between the1n, the residue of his homestead. He had the rare 
felicity of having his eleven children all settled, and well settled, 
in the same town \vith himself, where they all spent their days in 
good reputation. Five of them lived to be of the ages respec­
tively of SO, 86, 87, 90 and 94. The other sis. died at 

between 30 and 70 years of age. flis posterity have been 
very numerous, and several hundreds of the1n are now living. 

He can1e by his death, unfortunately, on the 6th of August, 
17 46 ; he being then se\?enty-one years of age. It happened, 
at this time, that his son, John, had some hay to get in, and he 

had come ,vith a tec:.m to help him ; and was remarkable, 
always, for insisting on driving his own tean1, ,vhich happened, 
at that time, to be some what unruly. The cart being loaded, 
on the meadow, by the river, nearly fronting the present 
dwelling house of Dea. John '\Vhitman, he drove itfron1 thence 
up a sidelong bank, he being on the upper side, and the cattle 
going quick, and the stubble being dry and slippery, he sliped 
and fell, and, before he could recover himself, the cart wheel 
passed over his body; and he expired in a few hours after. 
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The above named Dea. John "'\Vhitman, who is his grandson, 
and now (1832) in the ninety-seventh .. year of his age, was 
present; and has pointed out to the ,vriter the spot where the 
accident happened. 

But for this occurrence he might have attained to a great 
age. The vigor of his health and constitution gave promise of 
it ; and his father and grandfather before him had lived to be 
,rery aged. The instances of longevity, in proportion to the 
numbers, were, certainly, more numerous then, than at present. 
An instance of intemperance or of idleness scarcely existed. 
The body was invigorated by labor, and the tone of u1ie system 
was unimpared by indulgence in dissipation or sloth. Many of 
the diseases, of the present day, are of a new creation, having 
their origin in a change of habit, consequent upon the increase 
of wealth, and tending to shorten the period of human existence; 
and to enhance the sum of human misery. Yet this is denomi­
nated the age of improvement-and it may be so-but not in 
the vigor and manhood of the human system. 

3 

SusANNA, the eldest daughter of Thomas '\Vhitn1an, before 
named, married Benjamin '\Villis ; and lived near Town River, 
on the road from the ,vest to the south meeting-houses in 
Bridgewater. Her descendants have been numerous ; and some 
of them in high repute. About twenty of them are known to 
ha1,.e received a public education. Among the latter were the 
late Gen. David Cobb of Taunton, the late Rev. Caleb Gannet 
of Cambridge, and the late Beza Hayward, Esq. of Plymouth. 
She died at the age of ninety-eight years. 

3 

l\fARY, the second daughter of Thomas "'\Vhitman, married 
Seth Leach ; and has left posterity. Caleb Leach, a great 
mechanical genius, and distinguished for his many ingenious 

4 
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inventions ; and who assisted Doct. Fobes in the construction 
{)f the orrery, which he presented to Brown University, is one 
of them. 

s 
NAOMI, the third daughter of Thomas Whitman, married 

Wm. Snow, and left posterity. She is however mentioned in 
her brother John's will, dated in 1827, as having deceased 
before that time. 

s 
HANNAH, the fourth daughter of Thomas Whitman, is sup-

posed to have married '\V m. Sno,v, after the decease of her 
sister Naomi ; but too late in life to have left posterity. 

3 

JoHN WHIT}IAN, son of Johnjr. and grandson oithe Ances-

tor, had his father's homestead by \Vhitman's pond, in the south 
parish in "\Veymouth. His ,vife's name was Dorothy. By 
her he had Dorothy, born in 1704, Abigail, in 1707, John, in 
1709, l\fatthew, in 1712, Sarah, in 1714, Mary, in 1716, and 
Mary, in 1721. His first wife dying in 1733, he married, Aug. 
2?, 1734, Christina Farrer; at which time he was sixty-six 
year::; old. How long he lived after this is not known. 

3 

EBENEZER WHITMAN, son of John jtm. and grandson of 
the Ancestor, married Deborah Richards, and ·was settled in 
the south parish in ,Yeymouth, near his father; and had chil­
d.ren, viz. Daniel, born in 1706, Ann, in 1711, David, in 1713, 
and three others, viz. Silence, Sarah and Deborah. He made 
his will in 1732, he then being sixty-two years old. How long 
he lived after this is not known. 
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s 
SAMUEL ,v HITMAN, brother of the next preceding, was 

also settled in the same parish with him. His wife was ~fary 
Richards, sister of the "~ife of Ebenezer. He had one daughter, 
Ruth, born in 1710, and one son, Samuel, in 1717. The son, 
probably, died young, as nothing further is kno,vn of him. The 
daughter married Richard Porter, and has left posterity. He 
(Samuel) was deacon of the church for half a century or more. 

He was born in 1673 ; and an old lady, now living in the 
old d\velling-house of the .A.ncestor, remembers, when a little 
girl, to have called at his house, \Yith the female part of the family 
of the late Capt. Abiah Whitman, on their flight to Abington, 
in consequence of a rumor that the British, from Boston, were 
about to attempt a landing at Weymouth. She remarks, that 
she found him packing up papers, with a view, doubtless, to 
save them from British depredation-that he appeared very 
old-that his hair was as white as snow. This ·was probably 
in 1775, when, it ·would seem, that he was 102 years old. It 
may reasonably be supposed that he died not long after. The 
clergyman of the north parish in ,v eymouth, stated, in 1805, 
that he had been dead about thirty years ; and that he ,vas, 
when he died, about 100 years ol<l. He is reputed to have 
had a large estate ; and, no doubt, spent a long life in honest 
industry, and in the fervent ,vorship of his Creator. 

s 
Joa~ ,va1TMAN, son of Abiah, and grandson of the Ances-

tor, ,vas settled on land bequeathed to him by his father, in 
Easton, adjoining Bridge,vater. He ,vas twice married. By 
his first wife he had Rebecca, Terah and John ; and by the 
second, Rebecca and Jacob. .At the time of the birth of his 

last child, he could hav~e been but little, if any, short of eighty. 
For this son Jacob, is now (1832) living, and probably under 
eighty years of age ; and is but the great grandson of the An-
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cestor. There is, probably, no other descendants now living, 
of the Ancestor, so nearly related to him. This Jacob, and his 
sons, are the only males, bearing the name of Whitman, now 
living, who derive their descent frorn the first Abiah Whitman; 
the descendants from whose daughters are, doubtless, very 
numerous. 

s 
Z£cHERIAH "\VHrTMAN, the second son of the above named 

Abiah, was never married. He was settled on lands in Easton, 
which were bequeathed to him by his father, who, for some 
reason, not now known, by his will, put him under the tutelage 
of his brother John. When he died is not known. 

s 
ABIAH WHITMAN jun. brother of the preceding, had, by 

will, his father's homestead. Hir first wife was Ruth Pettie, 
with whom he lived twenty-five years, ,vhen she died w·ithout 
issue. He then married Sarah Reed, who ,vas twenty-five 
years younger than himself. By her he had Abiah, in 1741, 
Sarah, in 17 52, and Ruth, in 17 55, and three others, who died 
young. He ,vas a man of great regularity, industry and piety ; 
and in much estimation among his fellow-citizens ; and was 
employed in many of their town-offices ; and for many years 
was deacon of the church. He added considerably to his 
patrimonial estate, and left it entire to his only son ; his 
daughters being otherwise provided for. He died in his eightieth 
year. 

3 

ZEcHERIAH "\VHITMAN, the eldest son of the Rev. Zeche-
riah Whitman of Nantasket, had, by bequest from his father, 
the farm in l\1ilford, Conn. But it does not appear that he 
ever resided on it ; nor can it be fully ascertained, at this day, 
where he did reside ; or whether be left any posterity. 
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There was however a Davis Whitrnan, styled shipwright, in 
Boston, who conveyed land there in 1733. And there was a 
Davis Whitman, styled cordwainer, who conveyed land there 
in 1736. Whether these were the same person, or whether 
they ,vere father and son, is unascertained. 

And there ,vas, also, a Samuel Whitman, who made a will in 
Boston in 1768, in ,-vhich he notices but one child, a daughter 
Eunice ; and he is said to have been a brother of Davis '\\'.hit­
man. These two, Davis and Samuel, it ,vould seem, must 
have descended from the above named Zecheriah. There is 
no reason for supposing that they originated from any other 
person of the name. Davis ,vhitman, formerly ofBoston, but 
now of Lancaster, ~'.lass. is descended, without doubt, from 
the before named Davis Whitman ; who, with his sons, if any 
he has, are the only descendants in the male line from this 
branch of the name. If these were descended from Zecheriah, 
he probably lived in Boston. 

3 

JOHN WHIT MAN, brother of the preceding, had, by bequest, 
the one half of his father's lands in Stow, where he settled. 
He married a widow Graves of Charleston. His children 
were Thomas, Jacob, Zecheriah, John and Charles. Hew~ 
a magistrate, and deacon of the church ; and died advanced in 
years. Further particulars concerning him have not been 
obtained. 

3 

SAMUEL WHITMAN, the third son of the Rev. Zecheriah, 
was graduated at Cambridge University, in 1696, and is said 
to have been some years a tutor there. In 1706, he ,vas 
ordained, in the ministry, over the church and congregation at 
Farmington, in Conn. then one of the largest towns in that 
State. Ile had, by bequest, the one half of his father's lands 
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in Stow, and was executor of his will. He married ~Iary 
Stoddard, daughter of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard of North­
hampton. His children were Elnathan, Solomon, John, Sam­
uel, Eunice, Sarah and Elizabeth. He was in high repute as 
a clergy1nan ; and much beloved by the people under his 
charge. And his felicity was consum1nated by the settlement of 
his children in the vicinity in which he lived ; and by seeing 
them highly respectable and prosperous. He died in 1751, 
aged about seventy-five years. 

4 

Tno)tA s W HIT)L.\~, son of Nicholas, in 1727, married 
J en1ima Alden, daughter of Isaac Alden, and had children, viz. 
Simeon, in 1728, Peter, in 1730, Benjan1in, in 1732, Nathan, 
in 1736, Jemima, in 17 3 7, A1nos in 17 38, and ,villiam, in 
17 40. He had by deed the northeasterly part of his father's 
homestead, on which there was a fine mill site, on ,vhich n1ills 
,vere erected, called "\Vhitn1an's ~tills. He "·as a man of con­
siderable education, and much cn1ploycd in town and parochial 
affairs ; and was, for many years, deacon of the church. He 
,vas not very laborious, but diligent, regular and frugal. He 
died in 17S8, ret. S6. 

His estate had been principally apportioned before his 
decease. Peter, lVillian1 and Amos had his homestead and 
mills. His son Sin1eon n1arricd l\1artha Snow, and had Isaac, 
Simeon, Thomas, Joseph, l\Iartha, Silvia and 1-Iuldah ; and 
died aged 83 in IS 11. His children ha-re all left posterity, 

excepting Simeon. 
Peter ,Yas twice 1narried, and had six. daughters, and one 

son, -i\sa, nO'w of "\Val pole, l\1ass. and died ret. 70. 
Benjainin n1arried a Lathan1, and has left one son, Benjamin, 

of Franconia, N. H. and se-veral daughters. He died ret. 70. 
Nathan married an Allen, and had Seth A. and Nathan, and 

two daughters ; and died <t't. 48. 
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Amos married Anna 1Vashburn, and had nro sons, Zenas of 
~Iinot, ~:le. and Amos deceased, and se,:eral daughters ; and 

died ret. 53. 

William, the youngest son, has left t\Yo sons, 1Villia1n of 
Pomfret, Vt. and Oakes of Turner, 1\Ie. and several daughters. 

Jemima, the daughter, married David Keith of Bridgc,Yater, 
and has left posterity. 

4 

Jo H~ W HIT::\IAN, the second son of Nicholas, had a portion 

of his father's estate, including the part on which his grandfather 
Thomas had his dweiling house. By his first ,vife, ~Iary Rich­
ards, he had no children. By a second wife, Elizabeth Cary, 
he had Samuel, in 1730, and John, in 1735. By his third 
wife, the wido\v Hannah Snow, he had Daniel, in 17 44, and 
Ezra, in 1747. He had a fourth \rife, who lras the widow of 

Joseph ~fitchell of 1-Iingham, by whon1 he had no children. 

He died in 1792, in the 88th year of his age. He \Yas regular 
in his habits and pious, but not very laborious ; sufficiently so, 
ho\vever, to maintain his family and keep his patri1nony together 
until, in his old age, his son John took charge of it, and of the 
maintenance of him and his wife. 

His son Samuel married Elizabeth Bonney, and had, by her, 
David of Lyme, N. H. in 1762, Samuel of Cmnington, in 
1764, Abel of Frankfort, ~1e. in 1766, Beza of Cumington; 
and by a second ,vife, Freedom of Cumington, and three daugh­
ters. He died ret. 95 at Cumington. 

John, the second son, still lives on the patrimonial estate, in 
the 97th year of his age. His first wife \Yas Lydia Sno,v. 
By her he had Lydia, in 1765, Elizabeth, in 1767, and 
James of Belchertown, ~lass. in 1769, After which she died, 

and he married his cousin, Abigail "\Vhitman, daughter of Josi­

ah '"nitman, by w horn he had Catherine in 177 5, deceased, 
Bathsheba, in 1777, Josiah of 1Vellfleet, in 1779, Alfred of 
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East Bridgewater, in 1781, 0 badiah of New-Gloucester, in 
1783, Nathaniel of Billerica, in 1785, Hosea of Waltham in 
1788, John, in 1790, deceased, Abigail, in 1793, deceased, 
Bernard of Waltham, in 1796, Jason of Saco, in 1799, Of 
these, Lydia married Ebenezer Whitman of Winsor, Mass. 
and Elizabeth, married a Trowbridge of Middleboro.' Mass. 

Daniel, the third son, left three children, viz. Daniel, living 
in N. Y. State, John, living in Belchertown, and Mary. 

Ezra, the fourth son, married Rhoda Snow, and had Ezra of 
Winthrop, in 1761, Hannah of East Bridgewater, in 1771, 
David S. of Livermore in 1775, Calvin, in 1777, deceased, 
and Rhoda, in 1779. 

4 
DAVID WHITMAN, was the third son of Nicholas, and was 

handsomely provided for by his uncle John, who bequeathed 
him his homestead. He married Susanna Hay,vard, and had 
one son, Isaiah, who was dro,vned in New-Haven Bay, while 
bathing, he being then an undergraduate in Yale College. He 
died ret. 80. 

4 
JONA.THAN WHITMAN, the fourth son of Nicholas, died Oct. 

31, 1768, ret. 58, leaving two children, viz. Jonathan, born in 
17 51, and Elizabeth, in 17 52. His wife ·was Elizabeth Her­
sey. His son Jonathan died in 1777, ret. 26, leaving one 

daughter. 

4 

SETH WHITMAN, the fifth son of Nicholas, married Ruth 
Reed, and had Stephen,in 1745, Sarah, in 1751, and Seth in 
1754. He died in 1768, aged about 55. His son Stephen 
married l\Iatilda Orr, and had Stephen, ~Iatilda, Independence 
and l\Iary, and died young. His son Seth also died young, 
leaving one son Seth of Pembroke, l\Iass. 
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4 

ELEAZER ,vHIT:\IA~, the sixth son of Nicholas, married 

Abigail Alden, and had 1\-Iary, in 1751, Joshua in 17 53, Elea• 

zer, in 1755, Ephraim, in 1758, and Abigail, in 1763. He 

li\·ed in the east of Bridgewater, adjoini_ng Abington, ·where his 
son Eleazer now lives ; and was respectable as a husbandman; 
and by industry and regularity, acquired a handsome estate. In 
his religious notions, he was rigidly calvinistic-was blameless 
in his life and conversation-and for many years deacon of the 
church. He died ret. 90. His daughter l\iary married a 
Porter. His son Joshua died young, leaving one son, Joshua 
of Turner. His son Eleazer lives on his father's homestead, 
and has children, viz. Eleazer, Daniel, Asa and Hannah. His 
son Ephrain1 of AbiP.gton, has one son, Jared, living in Abing­
ton, and seYeral daughters. 

4 

BENJA:\n~ WHIT)IA~, the seventh son of Nicholas, died 
without issue. 

4 

J 0s1AH, the eighth son of Nicholas, married Elizabeth Smith, 
ciaughtcr of Ezekiel Sn1ith of Hinghan1, ,,;;hose wife was Dinah 

!\Iay, daughter of Samuel l\1ay of Roxbury. He (Josiah) had 
his father~s dwelling house, and the south\-resterly part of his 
homestead. I-Iis children ,,;;ere Levi, born July ... 1-, 17 48, 
Lemuel, April 29th, 17 50, Josiah, Dec. 16th, 17 53, and 
Abigail, Dec. 5th, 17 51. He ,vas extensively engaged in the 
manufacture of shoes. For some years before his death he had 
it in contemplation to remove to Cornwall, in Conn. and had 

purchased a farn1 there ; on which, he had, occasionally, spent 
some time, in preparing it for the residence of his family. But 
a pulmonary consu1nption tenninated his career before he was 
thirty years of age. He was ,vell educated for the times in 

\Yhich he lived, and bid fair to become a man of respectability • 
.., 
;J 



30 J'OHN WHITMAN 

His son Levi graduated at Harvard University; and settled 
in the ministry at Wellfleet ; and married Sarah Thomas, 
daughter of Capt. Ichabod Thomas of Pembroke, Mass. and 
had children, viz. Levi of Norway, Jan. 16, 1789, Sarah, 
Feb. 24, 1790, Charles of Waterford, Sept.16, 1791,Josiah 
of Portland, Jan. 28, 1793, Ruth, June 21, 1794, Eliza S. 
Oct. 19, 1797, Hope D. Feb. 3, 1799. He is now in his 
eighty-fourth year. 

Lemuel, the second son, settled at Kinderhook, N. Y. His 
children are, Simeon of St. Armans, Cana. Josiah of Angelica, 
N. Y. William of the State of Ohio, Levi of Austerliz, N. 1-. 
John, Betsey, Mary, Joanna and Sarah. He died ret. 71. 

Josiah, the third son, married Sarah Sturtevant, daughter of 
Caleb Sturtevant of Halifax, ~lass. His children ,,·ere, Eze­
kiel of Portland, born ~larch 9, 1776, and Betsey, born Jan. 
7, 1778. He died ret. 24. 

4 

SARAH, the only daughter of Josiah sen. married Eleazer 
Alden of the south of Bridge,vater. Her children ,i:.-ere ~Iartha, 
born in 1752, ~Iary, in 1754, Abigail, in 1756, Sarah, in 1759, 
and Eleazer, in 1767. She died ret. 95. Her son Eleazer, occu­
pies his father's homestead ; and has several children. Her 
daughters were all married, and have had children as is 
supposed. 

4 

N ICHOLA s ,v HIT)L\.N, the ninth son of Nicholas senr. mar-
ried l\Iary House, and had Isaiah of Windsor, l\Iass. in 1760, 
Elijah of Thomson, Conn. in 1762, ~lary, in 1765, and 
Eunice in I 769. He had a portion of his father's homestead, 
on which he spent the principal part of his days. Isaiah, has 
deceased, leaving one son, Isaiah, and several daughters. 
Elijah's children are ~lijah, Alden, Josiah and George lV. and 
four daughters. Nicholas jun. died in 1803, <.Ct. 72, having led 
an inoffen~i,·e lifo. 
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4 

EBENEZER WHITMAN, the tenth son of Nicholas senior, 
married Abigail Freelove ; and had Ebenezer, in 1765, 
Jephthah, in 1767, and Abigail, in 1763. He died of a con~ 
sumption, in 1786, ret. 50, much lamented. He was amiable; 
and a man of intelligence and virtue. His son, Ebenezer of 
Cummington, married Lydia, daughter of the present Dea. John 
"'\Vhitman, and has children. Jephthah, married a Tinkham of 
~liddleborough, ~lass. and lives in Windsor, Mass. and has a 

large family of sons. 

4 

ZECHERIAH "\VHITMAN, son of Ebenezer, and grandson of 
Thomas senr. married Eleanor Bennet. His children were, 
Samuel, born in 1734, Abiah, in 1735, Zecheriah, in 1738, 
Eleanor, in 1739, Benjamin, in 1741, Abigail, in 1743, Ruth, 
in 1746, Jonah, in 1749, and Ebenezer, in 1752. Of these, 
Abiah, Benjam~n and Abigail, died unmarried. Samuel died, 
leaving one daughter, wife of Oliver Allen. Zecheriah, n1arried 
Abigail Kilborn of Litchfield, Conn. and had Kilborn of Pem­
broke, Benjamin, of Boston, and two daughters, Cassandra and 
Angelina. Of these, the latter has deceased, lea\·ing children. 
The others have large families. Eleanor married a Chamberlain, 
and has a number of children, and is now in the 93d year of her 
age. Ruth married and had children. Jonah was a physician 
in Barnstable ; and has left a nun1ber of children, one of ,vhom, 
Josiah, is a physician in Cincinnati. Ebenezer died at Oak­
ham, ~'lass. ret. 7 5. 

4 

EBENEZER "'\\,.,..HIT~IAN, son of Ebenezer, and grandson of 
Thomas senr. married, and had Noah, Hannah and Lydia. He 
became the o·wner of his father's homestead, partly by purchase, 
and partly by inheritance ; and spent his life, over ninety years, 
upon it. It ·was a Yaluable estate ; and he greatly added to it 
by the mear.s of constant labor, regularity and economy. His 
son Noah had his hon1estead ; and added considerably to it ; 
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and died ret. 82 ; leaving a number of Children, viz. Lydia, 
Freelove, Sarah, Noah, Ebenezer of Tam\vorth, Vt. and Dan­
iel ; the latter of whom has deceased, leaving children. Noah, 
is a physician in "\Vest-Bridgewater. 

4 

Jo.EP-i ,vHrT~tAN, son of John, and grandson of John jun. 
and great grandson of the Ancestor, had a portion of his father's 
homestead, by ,Vhitman's pond, in "\V eymouth. But after the 
decease of his father, he removed to Abington. He had three 
sons, viz. John, Samuel and Levi ; and perhaps some daugh­
ters. His sons John and Samuel, are said to have removed 
to Maine ; but to what part has not been certainly ascertained. 
There ,vas a John Whitman, \vho had his house burnt, about 
eight years since, in the neighborhood of Norridge,vock. 
Whether he v:as one of these is not known. Levi, was a 

soldier in the war of the revolution ; and has, since, received 
a pension ; and resides in Bedford, N. H. and has had several 
children ; one of whom, Sa1nuel, is said to be an inhabitant of 
l\Iaine. 

4 

~IATTHE\V "\Vn1T.:\IAN, brother of the next preceding, lived 
on bis father's hornestead by the pond. How long he lived, is 
not kno,vn. His wife was l\Iartha Humphry ; and his children 
were Joseph, Hannah, Polley and Jesse. His son Joseph, 
was lost at sea, ,vhen young. Hannah married Thomas Cope .. 
land of Braintree, and has left a numerous posterity. Jesse, 
married and lived in Lynn ; and had Joseph, Jesse, Sarah and 
Mary. Joseph, the eldest son, settled in "\V eymouth. Jesse 
is said to have removed to l\faine. 

4 

D_~NIEL "\VHIT~AN, son of Ebenezer, and grandson of John 
jr. had two sons, Daniel and Levi, who, ,vith their father, are 
said to have removed to ·v t. ; but there is reason to believe, 
that this is a n1istake, and that they in fact ren1oved to Canaan, 
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Me. An old Daniel Whitman, has resided, and left posterity 
there. 

4 

DA v1n '\V HIT~AN, brother of the next preceding, married, 
and had Sarah, in 1737, Hannah, in 17 40, Charity, in 17 42, 
Samuel, in 1744, David, in 1749, and Nehemiah, in 1753. 
He lived in Weymouth, ,Yhere his son David, now 82 years of 
age, who married Olive 1Vebb, still lives ; and ·whose children 
are David, Ebenezer F. Thomas, and four daughters. Samuel, 
the eldest son, ,vas graduated at Cambridge University in 1775; 
and settled in the ministry at Goshen, ~lass. and died there in 
1826, ret. 80. His wife ,vas the daughter of Ezekiel Cheever, 
Esq. of Boston. And his children ·were Samuel, Ezekiel 
Cheever, Grace, deceased, David, John, deceased, Sally, 
~Iary, Ephraim, deceased, Stephen W. deceased, and Abby. 
Nehemiah, the third son of David senr. lives in Groton, ~lass. 
and has four daughters, all married, but no son. 

" JoHN ,vH1T~L\N, son of John, and grandson of Abiah, and 
his brother Terah, married sisters, by the name of 1Villis, and 
li,·ed in '\Vest-Bridgewater. A. daughter of one of them 1nar­
ried Thomson Baxter of Quincy. ,vhether she is living or not 
has not been ascertained. They ha,·e left no other posterity. 

4 

JACOB '\VHIT~rAN, the youngest brother of the next preced-
ing, lives in Buckfield, l\Ie. He married Abigail Packard. 
His children are Luther, Jacob, Joseph, Calvin, Joshua, Re­
becca, Abigail and '\Vinchester ; the most of whom have 
families in the vicinity of their father. He is but little, if any, 
short of eighty years of age-and is but the great grandson of 
the Ancestor. His father \Yas born in 1681, and was nearly 
eighty years of age when he (Jacob) was born. 

4 

ABL\H ,v HIT:'.\IA~, son of Abiah jun. married Abigail Giles. 
He had, by will, his father's homestead, and lived on it till 
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1806, l\·hen he died, ret. 66, leaving no issue. He sustained 
a good reputation, and left a handsome estate to his two sisters, 
his heirs at la,v. 

4 
SARAH, sister of the next preceding, married Ambroze Sal-

isbury of Braintree, in 1774; and had eleven children ; five of 
whom died young, viz. Sarah, Abigail, Stephen, Lydia and 
Ruth. Six are now living, viz. William, An1brose, Mary, 
Abiah W. Sarah R. and Stephen ~I. Their mother died Feb. 
8, I 823, ret. 71. 

4 

RuTH, sister of the next preceding, married Jesse Reed of 
Abington, and had Ruth, Sarah, Alonzo and Jesse. Her first 
husband dying, she married a Johnson, and lived in Cumington, 
Vt. By him she had several children, and died in 1806, ret. 
51. 

4 

THO:MAS WHIT~fAN, son of John, and grandsotJ of the Rev. 
Zecheriah, was a physician, but died unmarried. 

4 

JACOB '\VHIT:\IAN., brother of the next preceding, settled in 
Providence, R. I.-had one son, Jacob, and one daughter, 
,vho married a Dorrance. The son and daughter have both 
deceased, and have left posterity. A daughter of the son's 
married Professor Keely of ,vaterville College. Jacob senr. 
was a man of considerable property, which he left, principally, 
to his son, and was highly esteemed as a citizen ; as ,vas also 
his son. To what age either of them lived has not been ascer­
tained ; but the former attained to a good old age ; and the 
latter was somewhat advanced in years at the time of his 
decease. rrheir real estate, in Pro\1 idence, ,vas at the corner, 
formerly called the Turk's head. There are none of the name 
of Whitman in Providence at this time. It is said, that one of 
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Jacob junr's. sons removed to Tennessee ; and that the others 

have deceased. 

4 -· 
ZECHERIAH WHITMAN, brother of the next precedmg, 

settled on his father's far1n in Stow, Mass. and had fi,,.e sons 
and ten daughters ; who are said to have been all married, and 
to have had children. The sons were Edward, Daniel, John, 
Thomas and Zecheriah. Of these, Ed,vard settled in Boston, 
and left posterity there; but died on a farm, which he owned 
in Henniker, N. H. to which place he had removed sometime 
before his death. A.nd Zecheriah settled in "'\Vestminster, J\ls. 
and has left a posterity of from seventy-five to one hundred, 
there. Thomas remained in Stow. Daniel and John set­
tled in Henniker, N. H. as did also several of the daughters. 

4 

JoHN 1VH1T~tAN, brother of the preceding Thomas, Jacob 
and Zecheriah, married the daughter of the Rev. l\fr. Foster 
of Stafford, Conn. And settled, at first, in Stow ; and ren1ain­
ed there till 1661 ; ,,;;hen he ren10,·ed, with his numerous 
fa1nily, to A.nnapolis (Nova Scotia); to which place he was, 
doubtless, allured by the proclaniations, issued by the Governor 
of that Pro\·ince, inviting settler5 from N e,v-England to remove 
there, and become the o,vners of the fine farn1s, fro1n which the 
French settlers had then recentlv been remo·ved. * He carried ., 

*The general opinion, prevalent in New England, is not so favorable to 
Nova Scotia, as a more intimate acquaintance with its geography and re­
sources, would inculcate. \Vhoe\-·er would be more correctly informed on 
this subject, has only to consult Halliburton's history, a work of great merit. 

The town of Annapolis, sometimes called Annapolis Royal, stands upon 
a river of the same name, extending about seventy miles into the country ; 
and about eight or ten miles from its mouth ; where there is a harbor not 
very difficult of access, in which a fleet of ships, of any burthen, may ride 
at anchor in perfect safety. The land bordering upon the river to its source, 
for productiveness, is not surpassed by any tract, of equal extent, in any 
of the Atlantic States. On this t!"act the French commenced a settlement 
in 1605, which met with many disasterous interruptions. In 1755 the 
French population, scattered on each bank of the river, amounted to about 
7000 ; Annapolis being their capital. The Province, many years before, 
had been ceded to England. The population, however, being Roman 
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with him considerable property ; and laid the foundation there 
for a handsome establishment ; but was cut off in 1663, a:t. 45; 
and left his \vido,v, with a farr1ily of eleven children, all under 
fifteen years of age. This ·was, to them, truly an afilicting 
dispensation-situated as they were, in a strange land, and 
remote fron1 all their connexions. The \vidow, ho,vever, \'\-ould 
seem to have been of a superior cast of intellect, and of no 
ordinary share of resolution. She kept her fainily together 
there, and nurtured and educated her children ; and lived to 
see nine of them, two having died young, eligibly and comfort­
ably established in the world ; and, for many years, to enjoy 
the remuneration of her toil, perplexity and solicitude in their 
dutiful gratitude, love and veneration. She died in I 812, ret. 
85. Her husband was respectable ; and deacon of the church 
before his remoYal ; and, had he lived, might have been a 
prominent character in Nova Scotia. His children \Vere Dor­
cas, born in 1749, Danie], in 1750, Hannah, in 1751, Edward, 
in 1752, John, in 1753, Salome, in 1755, Elnathan, in 1756, 
Jacob, in 1757, Isaac, in 1758, Abrahan1, in 1761, and ~Iary, 
in 1763. T,vo of these died young. The rest ha,-e married, 
and had large families. Six of thcn1, viz. John, Daniel, Jacob, 
Abraham, Hannah and Salome, arc still living in Nova Scotia ; 
and John is a ,vell educated, and respectable magistrate at Anna­
polis. His children are Elnathan, James, Alfred, Letitia, 
Mariah a·nd Dorinda ; all married except the last. 

Catholics, could not be induced to take the oath of allegiance to a protes­
ta.nt king. They neverthciess had entered into an engagement not to bear 
arms against the English in any future war. Hence they acquired the de­
nomination of' French Neutrals.' This engagement they did not, in good 
faith, observe_ In the wars between Great Britain and France, they were 
often found aiding, and, in some instances; actually joined with the Indian 
allies of France in their predatory incursions. This was particularly the 
case in the year 1755; when, for these o!fences, an order was issued that 
they should be seized, transported and scattered among the other English 
colonies. This order was exec!l.ted. About one thousand of them ,.-ere 
sent to l\fassachusetts, and the rest to the other colonies. 
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4 
CHARLES WHITMAN, the fourth sen of John, and grandson 

of the Rev. Zechariah, was a physician, and settled in Sto\x.", 
and lived to be ae:ed. He left a number of daughters, viz. 

\J 

Catharine Wetherbee, Dorcas \Vhitney, Jane Todd, Eunice 
Russell, and Lois, and one son, Charles, a physician, still liv­
ing in Stow. 

. . 4 
ELNATHAN '\VHITMAN, son of the Rev. Samuel, of Far-

mington, ·was graduated at Yale College ; and, for some time, 
was one of the tutors there. He aftenvards settled in the min­
istry at Hartford, Conn. and married Abigail, daughter of Col. 
Nathaniel Stanley, then Treasurer of the Colony of Connec­
ticut. His children ,vere Elizabeth, ~fary, Abigail and 

William. 
Of these, Elizabeth was re1narkable for her genius, her ac­

complishments, and her endearing qualities ; but she was, nev­
ertheless, singularly unfortunate ; and her fate affiictingly disas­
terous. She died, and was buried at Danverse, l\fass. On 
her grave stone is the fallowing inscription. 

" This humble stone, in me1nory of Elizabeth "\Vhitman, is 
inscribed by her \veeping friends, to ,vhom she endeared herself 
by uncommon tenderness and affection. Endowed with supe­
rior genius and acquirements, she was still more distinguished 
by humility and benevolence. Let candor thrO\\" a vail over 
her frailties ; for great \Vas her charity to others. She sustained 
the last painful scene far fron1 every friend ; and exhibited an 
example of calm resignation. Her departure ,vas on the twenty 
fifth day of July, A. D. 1788, in the 37th year of her age ; and 
the tears of stran2;ers ,vatered her ~rave."~ 

~ ~ 

* Among her papers after her decease, was found n fragment, in her 
hand writing, of which the following is a copy, in which is depicted the 
sorrows of a broken heart. 

"Thy presents to some hnppier lover sc:ud, 
Content thyself to be Lucinda's friend. 
The soft expression of thy gay design 
lil su:~:; 1h~ ~ud:!C~5 0: :"1 l1c~r! ~~~:~ ~!~I:~~ 

6 
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To this town, to avoid the insupportable anguish of witness­
ing the overwhelming grief of her relatives and friends, her last 
efforts of vital energy, exhausted by wounded sensibility, had 
enabled her to flee. 

A novel, called ' The Coquette, or Memoirs of Eliza Whar­
ton,' has been published, having allusion to some of the inci­
dents in her career; but, of course, not with a very scrupulous 
regard to the truth. Much of it, as usual in such cases, had 
its origin in the fancy of the writer. 

A heart like mine for ever doomed to prove 
Each tender woe, but not one joy of love. 

First from my arms a dying lover torn; 
In early life, it was my fate to mourn. 
A father next, by fate's relentless doom, 
With heart-felt woe, I followed to the tomb. 
Now all was lost ; no friends remained to guide 
l\f y erring ~tep, or calm life's boisterous tide. 

Again the admiring youths around me bowed ; 
And one I singled from the sighing crowd. 
Well skilled he was in evt::ry winning art, 
To warm the fancy, or to touch the heart. 
Why must my pen the noble praise deny, 
Which ·virtue, worth, and honor should supply ? 
O youth beloved ! ,vhat pangs my breast has borne, 
To find thee false, ungrateful and forsworn ! 
A shade and darkness o'er my prospect spreads 
The damps of night., and death's eternal shades ; 
The scorpion's sting, by disappointment brought, 
And all the horrors of despairing thought. 
Sad as they are, I might, perhaps, endure, 
And bear with patience what admits no cure. 
But here my bosom is to madness moved ; 
I suffer by the wrongs of him I loved. 
O ! had 1 died by pitying Heaven's decree ; 
Nor proved so black, so base a mind in thee ! 
But vain the wish. l\i y heart was doomed to prove 
Each torturing pang ; but not one joy of love. 
Wouldst thou again fall3.cion.s prospects spread, 
And woo me from the confines of the dead? 
The pleasing scenes that charmed me once retrace ? 
Gay scenes of rapture, and extatic bliss ! 
How did my heart embrace the dear deceit ! 
And fondly cherish the deluding cheat ! 
Delusive hope, and wishes sadly vain, 
Unless to sharpen disappointment's pain." 
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Abigail, the second daughter, died unmarried. ~1ary, the 
third daughter, married a Doct. Skinner ; but has no children. 
William was graduated at Yale College ; and bas been an 
apothecary ; and is now clerk of the city court of Hartford. 
He has been twice married. By his first wife he had William 
Elna than; who was educated at Middleborough College, Vt. 
and is, at present, a preceptor in an:academy at Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Elna than died at Hartford, about I 777, ret. 6 7. 
He was a highly respectable and useful clergyman. It is greatly 
to be lamented, that, some years after his decease, his mansion 
house, with all its contents, consisting, among other things, of 
a valuable collection of books and pamphlets, carefully collect­
ed and preserved by him, many of which, at this day_, are 
rarely to be met with, was consumed by fire. 

4 

SOLOMON ,vHITMAN, brother of the Rev. Elnathan, settled 
in Farmington, Conn. He was remarkable for native strength 
of mind, and the amenity of his manners ; and was well edu• 
cated ; and of inflexible integrity. He was appointed, in very 
early life, a magistrate, under the colonial government ; and 
was honored, by the inhabitants of the to\vn, with offices, of 
every grade, within their power to bestow ; until old age ren­
dered them burdensome to him. He was moreover singularly 
fortunate in the possession of influence and po,ver to allay the 
spirit of litigation and contention among his neighbors ; and to 
end their controversies by an1icable adjustment ; of which he 
was most sure to be selected as their arbiter. And this con• 
tinued till a short time before his decease, which was in Sept. 
1803, he then being in the ninety-fourth year of his age. He 
had three wives. viz. Susanna Cole, the ,vidow Ruth Strong, 
and the widow Ruth Wadsworth. His children were Solomon, 
Samuel, Elnathan and Len1uel, and two daughters. Of these, 
Solomon, Elnathan and one daughter settled ih Farmington, 
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and have left po5terity there. Samuel had a commission in the 
sea-service, in the Revolutionary War ; and has not been heard 
of since its close. Lemuel died young at Havana. One of 
the sons of Solomon jun. graduated at Yale College, and has 
been in the profession of the law, and a judge, and representa­
tive to Congress, and lives in Farmington, as do several others 
of his brothers and sisters. 

4 

JoHN l-VHITMAN, brother of Elnathan and Solomon, settled 
in West Hartford, Conn. He had two wives. The first '\Vas 
Abigail Pantry, by whom his children were Abigail, John, 
Lucy, Sarah, Samuel and Eleanor. By his last wife, Hannah 
Wells, he had no children. Of these children, ,vho were all 
settled in West Hartford, Abigail married and had one daugh­
ter, and died; John n1arried Ann Skinner, and had children, 
\·iz. James, Timothy, John P. Ann, Lucy, Eunice and Ruth; 
Lucy married Charles Seymore, and has left posterity ; Sarah 
married Thomas Hooker, and has children ; Samuel married 
Abigail Abbot, and has left eight children ; and Eleanor mar­
ried Ebenezer Faxon, and has had nine children. Their 
father lived to be between eighty and ninety years of age ; and 
acquired considerable estate, and provided ,veil for his children. 
Jie was a man of piety and virtue, and deacon of the church. 

4 

SA~UEL WHIT:\tAN, Lrother of Elnathan, Solomon and 
John, was graduated at Yale College, and settled in Farming­
ton. He was a physician of eminence ; and died a bachelor, 
not far advanced in years. 

~ 

Eu~ICE, the eldest daughter of the Rev. Sa1nuel, of 
Farmington, married a Col. Strong, of that to\vn ; and had 
rwo sons and four dau~hter~ The sons died young. Two 

'-, ~ l ., 
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only of the daughters were married, viz. one to the Rev. Tim­
othy Pitkin, of Farmington, and the successor of his grand­
father in the ministry there, being his second wife, and the 
other to the Rev. Joshua Perry, of New Haven. 

4 

SARAH, the second daughter of the Rev. Samuel, married 
the Rev. Mr. Trumbull, of West bury, and had one son, and 
three daughters. The son was the famous author of McFin­
gal, and other humorous pieces ; and was eminent in the pro­
fession of the law, and as Judge of the Superior Court, in 
Connecticut. He died lately at Detroit, over eighty years of 
age, in the family of the Hon. Mr. Woodbridge, who married 
his daughter, with \vhom he had spent a few years, at the 
close of his long Iif e, solaced and sustained by kind offices ; 
the promptings of the a:ff ection of an endeared and dutiful 
child. His oldest sister, Sarah, married a Doct. Perkins, of 
Hartford, and has left a numerous offspring. His other sister~ 
Elizabeth, married the Rev. Mr. Langdon, of Danbury. 

4 

ELIZABETH, the third daughter of the Rev. Samuel, mar-
ried the Rev. Mr. Strong, of Nev; Marlborough, and died 
without issue. 



RECAPITULATION OF THE GENEALOGY. 

l 
JOHN WHITMAN'S children were, 

Thomas, John, Abiah, Zechariah, 
Sarah Jones, Mary Pratt, Elizabeth 
Green, Hannah French and Judith 
King. 

2 
THOMAS WHITM.A.N's were, 
John, Nicholas, Ebenezer, Susan­

na Willis, Mary Leach, Naomi 
Snow and Hannah Snow. 

2 

John Whitman's were, 
Ruth, Mary, John, Ebenezer and 

Samuel. 

2 
Abiah Whitman's were, 

John, Zechariah, Ahiah, Eliza­
beth Cooper, Lydia Thomas, Mary 
Delay and Elean3r Turner. 

2 
Zechariah Whitman's were, 

Zechariah, John, Samuel. Joan­
na Hunt, Sarah Goold and Mary Ja­
eobs. 

2 
Elizabeth Green's were, 

Joseph, John, Elizabeth, Mary 
and Zichri. 

2 
Hannah French's were, 

Mary, Stephen, Samuel, Hannah 
and Elizabeth. 

3 
John Whitman: son of Thomas~ 

died without is~ue 

3 
Nicholas Whitman's were, 

Thomas, John, David, Jonathan, 
Seth, Eleazer, Benjamin, Josiah, 
Sarah, Nicholas and Ebenezer. 

s 
Ebenezer Whitman's were, 

Abigail, Zechariah, Hannah and 
Ebenezer. 

s 
John Whitman (son of John jun) 's. 

were, 
Dorothy Lincoln, Abigail, John, 

Matthew and Mary. 

3 
Ebenezer Whitman, (son of John 

jun)'s. were, 
Daniel, Ann, David, Silence, 

Deborah and Sarah. 

3 
Samuel Whitman, (son of John 

j'1m's.) were, 
Ruth and Samuel. 

s 
J olm \Vhitman, ( son of Abiah) 's 

were, 
John, Terah, Sarah, Rebecca 

and Jacob. 

s 
Zechariah Whitman, (son of Abiab) 

left no issue. 

s 
Abiah Whitman jr's were, 

Abiah, Sarah and Ruth. 

3 
John \Vhitman,(son of Zechariah)"-. 

were. 
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Thomas, Jacob, Zechariah, John 
and Charles. 

3 
Zechariah Whitman, (son of Zech­

ariah senr) 's were 
Samuel and Davis. 

s 
Samuel Whitman (son of Zechariah 

senr) 's. were, 
Elnathan, Solomon, John, Sam.i­

el, Eunice Strong, Sarah Trumbull 
and Eiizabeth Strong. 

4 
Thomas Whitman ju.n's. were, 
Simeon, Peter, Benjamin, Jemi­

ma Keith, Nathan, Amos and Wil­
liam. 

4 
John Whitman senr. (son of Nicho-­

las)'s we!'e, 
Samuel, John, Daniel and Ezra. 

4 
David Whitman, (son of Nicholas 

senr) 's. was Isaiah. 

4 
Jonathan Whitman (son of Nicho­

las senr) 's were 
Jonathan and Elizabeth Briggs. 

4 
Seth Whitman ( son of Nicholas 

senr) 's were, 
Stephen, Sarah and Seth. 

4 

Eleazer \Vhitman ( son of Nicholas 
scnr')s. were 

Mary, Joshua, Eleazer, Ephraim 
and Abigail. 

4 
Benjamin \Vhitman (son of Nicholas 

senr.) had no issue. 

4 
Josiah ,vhitman (son of Nicholas 

senr) 's. were, 
L~Yi, Lemuel, Josiah and Abigail. 

4 
Nicholas Whitman jr's. were 

Isaiah, Elijah, Mary Chamberlain 
and Eunice Thomson. 

4 
Ebenezer Whitman ( son of Nicho-­

las) 's were, 
Ebenezer, Jephthah and Abigail. 

4 
Sarah Alden, ( daughter of Nicholas 

senr)'s were 
Eleazer, Martha, Mary, Abigail, 

Sarah and F.annah. 

4 
Zechariah Whitman, ( son of Ebene-

zer and grandson of Thomas senr) 's 
were, 

Samuel, Abiah, Zechariah, Elea­
nor Chamberlain, Ruth Washburn, 
Jonah, Ebenezer, Benjamin and Ab­
igail. 

4 
Ebenezer Whitman, (son oi Ebene­

zer and grandson of Thomas)'s 
were, 

Noah, Hannah Dean, and Lydia 
Dean. 

4 
John ,vhitman, (son of John and 

grandson of John jr' )s. were 
Tabitha, Lydia, Dorothy, John, 

Levi and Samuel. 

4 
Matthew Whitman (son of John and 

grandson of John jr)'s were 
Joseph, Jesse, Hannah and ~fary 

Copeland. 

4 
Daniel Whitman ( son of Ebenezer 

lst)'s were, 
Daniel and Levi. 

4 
David Whitman ( son of Ebenezer 

lst)'s were 
Sarah, Hannah, Charity, Samuel, 

David and Nehemiah. 
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4 

Jacob Whitman (son of John and 
grandson of Abiah) 's were 

Luther, Jacob, Joseph, Calvin, 
Joshua, Rebecca, Abigail and Win­
chester. 

4 
Jacob Whitman (son of John and 
grandson of Zechariah 1st) '1:; were, 

Jacob and - Dorrence. 

4 
Zechariah Whitman (son of John 

and grandson of Zechariah bt)'s 
were, 
Edward, Zechariab,Daniel, John, 

Thomas and ten daughters. 

4 
John Whitman (son of John and 

grandson of Zechariah 1st) 'e were, 

Dorca.s,Daniel, Hannah, Edwa:rd. 
John, Salome, Elnathan, Jacob, 
Isaac, Abraham and llercy. 

4 
Elna than Whitman ( son of Samuel 

and grandson ofZecheriah lat) 's 
were, 
Elizabeth, Abigail,Mary and Wil­

liam. 

4 
Solomon Whitm.in (brother of El­

nathan) were, 
Solomon, Elnathan, Lemuel, 

Samuel and Chloe Porter. 

4 
John Whitman (son of Samuel, 
and grand-son of Zechariah) 's WP,re, 

Abigail, John, Lucy, Sarah,~ m­
uel and Eleanor. 


