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GE~~A.LQGY OF THEr ,voODBRIDGE. FAl\fiLY./ 

By Miss MARY K: TALCOTT, ~r;,f Hartford, Ct. 

THE compiler of the follpwing genealogy is fully a,vare of its 
incompieteness; but as no account of this fiimily has yet ap

peared in print, she hopes that these pages Vr"ill supply a brief record 
~f its earlier mem.bers until a fuller account is printed. ~lore 
~on1plete det2ils of the families of John, 3 Benjamin3 and Timothy, 3 

are much desired by the compiler, and especially of the descendants 
of Timothy's sons, . Timothy and Ashbel, and she \Yill be much 
obliged by any further inforrnation. 

l. Rev. Jo!P-i-:z WooDBRIDGE was born at Stanton, near Highworth, 
Wilts, in 16.13. His fi1ther, the Rev. Joax1 WOODBRIDGE, of Stanton, 
who married a daughter of the Rev. Robert Parker, an eminent non
conformist author a~ dh·ine, fa said to have-aied about 1637. · The son 
was sent to Oxford, says Cotton l\Iather, but on requirement of the oath of 
uniformity, left the university. He came to New England with his uncle, 
the Rev. Thon1as Parker,.in 1 q34:. IIe settled at Newbury, ~!ass., where he 
was the fir5t town clerk, and held the office till Nov. 19, 1638, when Ed
ward 1Voodman was chosen his successor. In 1637, 1640 and 1641, he 
wets deputy from Newbury to the General Court. The Court appointed 
him, in 1637,." sun·eyer of the armes at Newberry;" and in: 1638,and 
again in 164:1, a commissioner to hear and -determine sma11 causes in that 
town. In 1643 he kept scbool in Boston. .A.bout 1639 he married l\Iercy, 
da-.ighter of Gov. Thomas Dudley. He w2s ordained minister over the 
church at .Andover, Oct. 24, 1645. In 16-!7 he went to England, where 
he was .appointed chaplain to the Parlfa.mentary Commissioners treat
ing with the king at the Isle of ,vight. He was afterwards minister at 
Audover, 1-!:lnts, and Barford St. l\Iartin's, Wilts, from which last parish he 
was ejected at the Re5toration. In 1662 he was driven from a school in 
Nev:bury, by the Bartholomew Act, and in 1663 returned to New England, 
reaching Boston, says Savage, in the Society, July 27th. He became assistant 
to his uncle P..tirker at Xewbury, l\Iass., but was dismissed from that charge 
Nev·. 21~ 1670, in consequence of church dissensions. He was an Assistant 
of tho l\Ia5sachusetts Colony in 1683 and 1684·. Ile d. Sunday, ~Iarch 17, 
1694-5, at Newbury. flis n·ife d. J:uly I, 1691. Their children were: 

i. SAR.AH, b. Jone 7, 1640; was dead in 1691, leaving five children. 
ii. Lucy, h. ~Iarch 13, 16-1·2; m. first. Oct. 2, 1667, the Rev. Simon Brad

street, of New London, Ct., and was mother of the Rev. Simon3 

Bradstreet~ H .. C. 1693, minister of Charlestown. iiass. ; m. second, 
Capt. Danfol Epps. (.She was the ancestress of Rev. 1Villiam Ellery 
Channing, D .. D., Richard H. Dana, the poet, and many other dis
tinguished personages. See REGISTER. viii. 316-20: ix. 117-20. ED.] 

3. iii. Joas, b .. a.bout 16~4. 
4. fr. BE."\'J.UIJN·. 
5. v. Taol!.!s, b. about 1649. 



vi. DottoTHY, m. Oct. 16i9, n-Ir. Nathaniel Fryer. 
vii. l\l~RY, .[m. Samuel Appleton, of Ipswich. He d. Aug. 16, 1693; -she 

d. June 9, 1712.]• · 
viii. A~~~d. at Roxbury, unm.-, Feb. 28, 1700-1. 

6. ix. TDIOTIIY, b. 1656, at Barford St. l\fo.rtin's, "\Vilts. 
7. :X. JOSEPH. 

xi. l\uRTHA, m. Capt. Samuel Ruggles, of Roxbury. Three of their sons 
were ministers, viz.: Rev. &muel3 Ruggles, H. C. li02, minister at 
Billerica; Rev. Timothy> Ruggles, fl.C. lj07, minister at Rochester; 
and Rev. Benjamin3 Rug9les, Y. C. 1721, minister at 11iddleboro', 
and afterwards at New Braintree. · . . . 

2. Rev. BEN.JA'lt1N2 WOODBRIDGE, D.D., brother of John,= was born in 
Wilts, England, in 1622 ; was the first graduate of fiarvard College. On 
his return to England, he succeeded the famous Dr. Twiss at Newbury; 
was ejected in 1662, but continued to preach privately ; d. at Inglefield, 
Berks, Nov. 1, 1684:. He published a number of worke:, and had a high. 
reputation as a scholar. 

3. Rev. JoHx3 WOODBRIDGE ( John,2 John1
) grad. H. C. 1.664; began 

preachincr at Killingworth, Ct., in 1666; ordained rninister there April 7, 
1669; ~arried, Oct. 26, 1671, _J\.bigail, daughter of Gov. William Leete; 
resigned' his pastorate at l{illingworth in 1679 ; in the same year ·was in
stalled over the church at Wethersfield Ct., where he remained untii his 
death about 169 I. Children : 

8. i. Joffi'i, b. Rbout 1678. . . 
ii. . DUDLEY, H. C. 1694 ; m. Dorothy, dau. of Joshua, Lamb, of Roxbury ; · 

commenced preaching in Simsbury, Ct., in 1695 ;-ord. there ... ,ov. 10, 
1697; d. Aug. 3, 1710. . 

9. iii. EPmu.rn, b. 1680. 
iv. :MERCY, m. Rev. Benjamin Ruggles, of Suffield, qt. 

4. Rev. BE~.r AlfIN3 WOODBRIDGE ( John,2 John1
) was invited to preach 

at Windsor, Ct., by a minority of the church, about the encl of the year 1 GG7; 
ordained over a church formed bv the withdrawal of di~satisfied memhers 
from the old church, l\Iarch 18, 1669-70. Ile remained there, in tbc midst 
of many dissensions, until J\Iay, 1681. l\farried, June 3, i 672, ~Iary, dau. 
of Rev. John ,v ard; of llaverhill. · She died Oct. 11, 1685. He preached 
at Bristol, R. I., 1 GSl-6; and at Kittery, l\'Ie., in 1688.* In 1691 he resid~d 
at Portsmouth, N. H., and in 1694 at :Newe,-astle. · fie was called, iu 1 G~S, 
to I\Iedford, where l:3 was the minister for about ten years. l\larried second, 
at Hingham, ... .\.ug. 31, 1686, Deborah, widow· of fienry _Tarlton, and dau. 
of Daniel Cushing, who survived him. She was born Nov. 18, _1651. lle 
d .. at :Oiedford, Jan. 15, 1709-10.t . Children: 

• She is named in her father's will, a~ his daughter l\tary Appleton. Coffin, in his 
"History of Newlrnry." gives the date of 'Ma.ry·s birth us 1652, hut the Rev. Lucius R . 
. Paige, D.D., in a recorcl of the early genenuioras ot this family, compiled by him:-elt~ h~ 
1662 as the dutc, a1!d be has placeu her a~ the youn~est child; but he cannot readily refor 
to his authority. Perh~ps a l\fary was born in 1652 who died young. and another child ,vas 
given that name. \Ve learn from Mather's :. :\!a2nalia" (vol. i. p. 596, ed. 1853), thilt the 
Rev. John ,voo<lbridge had twelve children, one of whom l.jied yonng.-Eo. 

• It seems frum Bal:kus'.s H Hbtory of the B:1ptists,'' i. 503, and ,viliiamson's "History 
of Maine," i • .570, that a .Mr. \Voodhridge w.,s minister at Kittery, abou_t 1682. Thb could 
not lia-c-e been the Rev. Bcujamin, but po~sibly may have been his brother, the Rev. Tim0-
thy, who settled that year in Hartford.-ED. . 
· t For bicgraphit .. 11 ::-ketches see Lane's" ~fannal of the First· Congregational Church in 
Bristol," pp. i>-l-6!; ~tile,:;•s " History of Ancient ,vindsor," pp. 171-90; and Brooks's 
'' History of Mc:.lforu;' pp. 203-8.-ED. · 
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ELIZ.-\BETB, b. at Windsor, Ct., April 30, 1673 ;· d. at Exeter,· N. H., 
Dec. 6, li29; m. first, June 19, 1694, Rev. John Clark, II. C. lfi90, 
of Exeter, N~ H., by whom she had : I. BenJamin. h. June, '1695; · 
2. Nathaniel, b. Dec. IO, 1697; 3. Deborah, b. Nov. 3, 1699, m. 
Oct. 2, li18, Dr. Thomas Den.ne c~ee REGIST.l<;R, ix. 93, for de~ccnd
ants) ;· 4. Rev. t,Vard, H. C. 1723, h. Dec. 12, 1i03, d. l\hiy 6,· 
1737. mini8ter nt Kingston, N. H. Shem. second, l{eL John Odlin, 
of Exeter, Oct. 21, 1709, by whom she had: 5 . . John; 6 Rev. 

·· Elisha, II. C. 1731, of Amesbury; 7. Dr. Dudley; S. Rev. ~Vood-
bridge, H. C. li38, of .Exeter. · 

BEs.J.HH~. who d. young . 
Hon. Dc;oLEY, b. Sept. 7, l6ii; H.O. 1696; d.Feb. 11, 1710; of 

Barhadoes. Children : 1. Dudley; 2. Benjamin, b. li09, killed in 
Bost:;n, July 3, li28, aged 19 yrs. 2 mos. (!'-ee Sargent's ~, Deal-
ings with the Dead,'' i. 550); and perhaps others. · 

BExJ.-nu:--., b. Oct. 12, 1680. . 
Rev. S .. un.rEL~ b. about 1683; having died Ju'le 9, 1746, aged 63. 

5. TuolIAs3 ,vooDBRIDGE (John,2 John1
) m. Jun~ 12, 1671, 3Iary 

Jones, clau. of Aun, Becond wife of Capt. Paul White, of Newbury, l\Iass., 
by a former husb~nd. He was a captain ; d. l\farch 30, 1681. His widow 
m., about 1695, Joseph Coker. Children: 

1. P .1."C"L, b. Feb. 12, l6i3. 
ii. 1tI.1RY, b. Feb. 20. 1675. 
iii. THol!-1.s, b. Jan. 28, 1677. 
ll". Jou~, { t · · b F b 24 16...;9 v. BE..""i'J.AXIS, 5 w1ns, . e.. ' , . 

6. ·Re,. TorOTHY3 ·w OODBRID.G E ( Jokn,2 Jokn1
) grad. H. C. I 67 5 ; 

became minister o'"'er the first church in Hartford, in 1682; but was not 
ordained pastor until .Nov. 18, 1685. He m. llehitabel,* dau. of Hon. Sam
uel ,v y11is, of fiartford, and ,vidow of his predecessor, Rev. Isartc Foster, 
and also ,vidow of Daniel Russell, of Charlestown. The time of her death 
is unknown. but he had probably a· second wife, a l\Irs. Howe11, and he cer
tainly ma.rrierl in 1716. for his ]ast wife .. Abigail, widow of Richard Lord, 

· of Hartford, and cl:.1u. of John \Varren, of Bo::;tou. fle was oue of the ten 
principal ministers of the colouy named as trustees, and authorized by the 
General ..A.ssemhly .to fouud Yale College, in 16!)9; was Fellow of the 
College from 1700 to 1732, and "as offered the rectorship. after the resig
nation of Rector Cutler, iu 1722, hut did not accept. He was also a 
prominent member of the Say.brook convention. in 1708. · Died at Hart
ford, April 3Q, 173:?. I1is widow died Jan. 1, 1754, ret. 77. Children by 
first ·wife : 

11. i. .. 
ll. 

... 
111. 

TnroTBT, bapt. Oct. 3, 1686. ~ 
~!A.RY. bapt. June 19, 1692; m. l\Iay 7, 1724, Hon. William Pitkin, 

go~ernor of Connecticut, 1766-69, and judge of the superior court 
thir-teen year~; d. in East Hartford, Feb. Ii, 176fi. Children; 
~rilliam,& member of the council of safety, during the Revolutionary 

war,judgeofthesupcriorcou,t; Re\". Timothy,::, Y. C. Ii4i, minis
ter of Farmington, Ct., m. Ii53. Temperance. dau. of ReL Thomas 
Clap, D.D., president of Yale College; George/ colonel in the 
revolution, clerk of the f-uperior c~urt fifty yen.rs; Ashbel/' Y. C. 
li55 ~ Epophras. 5 

RvTn, bapt. Au_g. 18, 1695; m. Rev. John Pierson, of \iVoodbridge, 
N. J.; d. 1,34. 

• The motlier of Mehitahcl \Vvl1is was Ruth Havnes, dnn. of Gov. John H avnes and 
~fahcl Harhkendcn. :11;:; tie~ond ,vifo, whose peuigrce and descent from the Engiisll kings 
L3v~ oftc:i b..:co rct;!rrcd :om the pages or the R.i:;GISTER. See vol. x,·ii. p. 95. 
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iv. JoHx, bapt. Jan. 31, 1697; bur. Feb.6.1697. . 
v. SrS.-\SX.\ (pro.hably child of 8eCOnd wife), hapt. Feb. 6, fi03; m. Aug. 

7, 1~28, Riehard Treat, son of 1rhomas Treat, of Gla~t-0nbui-y, who 
-wash. )Jay 14. lf>9t; probably the clergyman of that nallle who 
c:raduated Y. C. 1719. 

12. vi. Asa BEL, hapt. June 10, 1704. 
vu. TuEuDo~E (son of third wife), bapt. June 23, 1717; d. young. 

7. Josi-:PB3 WOODBRIDGE (John,= Joh1l) m. l\Iay 20,.1680, -~Iartha, 
dau. of Ezekiel Rogers, of Ipswich, n-Iass. Chil<lreu : 

i. JosEPH,b. )fay 7, I6Si. 
ii. Joas, b. Feb. 13, lfiDO; II. C. lilO. 
iii. N.:\T~AXIEL, b. Jan. 28, 1696. 
iv. ..M..:\RG.1P..ET, b. 1698. 

8. Rev. Jons WooDB~IDGE ( .. Tohn,:S Joh.n.,2 Joltrt1) grad. H. C. 1694; 
heca.1ne minister at "\Yest Springfield, liass., June, 16D8; m. Kov. 14, 16~19, 
.Jemim~ dau. of Rev. Joseph Eliot, of Guilford·; d. June 10, 1718. • 
Children: 

i. -~InGAIL, b. Dec. 20, GOO ; m. John 'i\1ixer, of "\Vest Springfield. 
11. Joa:s. b. Dl'C. 25, 1702; Y. C. 172G; ruini8ter at Poquonnoc, Ct., 

1,31; m. Tryphenia, dau. ofReY. Benjamin and :Mercy ( \Voodbddge) 
Rugdes, ~o,. 2-1, 17::?U: left Poquonn,oc in 1736 and settled at S,mtb 
Hadiey. His wifo d. Jart. IO, li49, and he rn: in 1750, i\lrs. Eliza.
beth Barnard.* Died SE-pt. 10. 1783. Re,. John.T Ploodbridge, D.D., 
of Hadiey .t who d. in l1'3fi~), \\"US his grande,m. 

iii. J AllLEEJ., b. De~. ll ~ 1 i0-1 ; d. April 27, 1705. 
1v. JEJn1u., b ... June 30. 1705; m. l\1r. Nichobon, of .New Jersey. 
v. JOSEPH, b .Feh. 10. 1707. Judge of Prohate. Stockbridge; m. ~fay IO, 

17:10, )lrs. Eliza'l,eth Barnard. and dau. of John ~lcrrick. The hue 
Re,. Jonathan EJwards ,voodbridge, and ReY. George \\t oodbridge, 
D.D., of Richmond, Va., -were descended from him.· For other de-
8Ccndants, see )l i..~s Jllnes~s ~- f-li~tory uf Stockbridge.,~ pp. 137-11. 

v1. TrnorBY, b. Feb. 27, 1709; d. )fay" 11, 1775; ru . .Abi~ail, da11. of 
~muel Day, of \\' e,t Spr:ngfield; 8uperintendent of Indian atfairs 

· and judge of the court fur Hampshire County. 
vii. Bo-J . .\lII~, b. Feb. 4, 1711: d .. l\larch 23, 1711. 
... B h J l:) 1-';) V C 1- 10 be . 1-4'> fl t . l"lll. E..-...J.:\3!I~, • unc -:.., , A:..; .1.. •- 1-k ; came 1n , ..,, rs p~.stor 

of the church in Amity, Ct., afterwards named \Voodbridge in .his 
honor; d. Dec. 24, r,85. · 

9. Rev-. EPHRAD14 ,YooDBRIDGE ( John,3 John,2 John1
) grad. I-I. C. 

l iO 1 : became minister of the first _church in Groton, Ct .• in 170-i; m. 1Iay 
4, 17 04, Ha11na.h1 dau. of James l\lorgan ; d. Dec. 1, 17 25. Children : 

1. Dt"DLEY, b. April 21, 1705; H. C. 1728; physician in Stoning-ton; m. 
Sarah, dau. of I~anc Sheldon, of Hartford; d. Oct. 4, 17~0. His 
grandson, Hon. ,Villiam8 \Vood.hridge, of Detroit~ go,ernor of ~lich
igan and U.S. Sen~uor, ru. Julia, da.u. of John Trumbull, autl10r of 
)kfin~al. (=,ee \Valworth's Hyde Genealogy, page 922, for this 
family.) 

11. P .1c-L, b . .March 12, 1708 ~ lived in South Kingston, R. I. 
iii. _.\_rc1.;STC'S, b. Oct. 29. 1710. 
1,. HA~X.HI, b. Feh. 9. 1714. 
,. )faRY, b. Oct. 27, 1719. 
vi. · OLIVER, b. Dec. 3, 1723. 

• Mi~ Jon~:::, in her "fH~rory of.Stockbridge," p. 134, says, '' His second wife was 
::Mi5$ Clark, ut Bekhertown."-ED. 

t A memoir of thi:: c:erg:rma.n, tJr the Rev. SPreno D. Clnrk. was pnbUshed in 1877, by 
Lee & Shepard, of .Uoston, unJcr the title, '· The ~ew Englaml Ministry Sixty Years 
.Ago."-Eo. 
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10. Rev. SAmYEL 4 WOODBRIDGE ( Benjamin, 3 John, 2 Jot,;J) grad. R. C. · 
1701 ; ordained first minister of the churcµ in East Hartford, Ct., 1\Iarch 
30, 1705; m. Dec. 9, 1707, l\Iabe], clan. of Daniel Russell, of Charlestown, 
step-daughter of his uncle, Rev. T. "'\Voodbridge, and widow of Rev. John 
Hubbard, of .J am:.tlca, L. I. She d. about 1722, and. he m. second, l\Irs. 
Content, widow of Benjamin Bull, Esq., of Newport, R. I. He d. June 9, 
1746, and .h.Is '"·idow d. ·July 28, 1758. Children: 

i. WARD, b. 1,08; d. 1728. 
ii. SAllUEL, b. 1711; d. lil9. 
iii: ELIZ~ETH, b. 1714; m. - Little: d. 1754. 
1v. DE0D.1T-cs, b. lil6; Y. C. 1736; removed to Lewiston, Pa. 
v. .MxBEL, b. lilS; m. Dr. Nathaniel Lit.tle. 
vi. Rt:sSELL, b. li19; m. Anna Olmsted; d. 1782. The Cheney brothers, 

of ~fa.nchester, Ct., the noted silk manufacturers, are descended 
from him. 

vii. S .. u1cEL (second wife's son), b. 1732; d. in Ea~t Hartford, July 4, 1794. 

11. Re,. Tn!OTHY4 ,vooDBRIDGE (Timothy,3 John,2 Joh:n}) grad. Y. C. 
1706; became minister at Simsbury, Ct., 1712; m. Dorothy, dau. of Joshua.. 
Lamb, and i.-idow of ReY. Dudley Woodbridge. Both of the -1\'Iessrs. 
'\Voo<lbridge, and also Rev .. John '\V. of West. Springfield, were engaged in an 
association. for workiug a large copper-1nine, in that part of Simsbury now 
Gr,1nbv, and were by- this bu:)iness involved in "¥exatious law-snits and other 
complic~tions. )Ir ... 'f. '\Voo<lLridge also had diw.cu!ties with his parish, hut 
remained in Simsbury until his death in 17 42. Children: 

1. TruoTBY, Y. C. 1732; tutor ut Yale, 173i-39; ordained collea~ue 
pastor ~it~ Rev. \ViHiam ~~illiams over the church in Hatfield, 
l\1ass., 1D I ,40: d. June 3, I uO. 

ii. H.!.Y:SES, m. Dec. 2i, 17-12. Elizabeth, dau. of Samuel Griswold, of 
\.Yind~r, Vt.; bad six children. 

iii. ~l..!RY9 m. Hon. George \Vyllis, secretary of state of Connecticut, 
1735-95. • · 

12. Re\ . .AsHBF.L 4 ,vooDBRIDGE ( T£mothy,3 Jokn2 Jo!t.n1
) grad. Y. C. 

1724; ordained minister at Glastonbury, Ct., in October, 1728 ; Jl4. Nov. 
17, 1737, .Jeru5ha, dau. of '\Villiam Pitkin, of East Hartford, and widow of 
Samuel Ed v:!?.rd.s, of IIartf ord ; Fellow of Yale College, 17 55-58; ,d. Aug. 
6, 1758. Ilis widow d. July 31, 1799. Children: 

i. Asnn~L, b. October, 173S; d. Ang. 15, 175S, being then a member of 
Yale College. 

ii. S.uraL, b. Jan. 22, li40: Y. C .. li63; minister at Eastbury, Ct., 
June, 1766; dismiss~d Ii67; chaplain in the army during part of 
the re~olutionary war; after-wards settled in \Yest fiartla.nd, Ct., as 
a farmer, preaching occasiom.tHy; m. 1779, Elizabeth Goodman, of 
\Vest Hartford; d. July 23, 17!J7. . 

iii. EuZ .. -\BETH, b .. Oct. 1741 ; d. in infancy. 
IY. TnroTHY, b. ~larch 15, 1744; Y. C. 1765; minister at Whitestown, 

N .. Y. 
v. How:ELL, b. March 17, li46; m. Nov. 26, liiS, :Mary, dau. of Ebene

zer Plummer, of Glastonbury; colonel in the revolutionary army, 
and often representative for his native town in the Connecticut legis
lature; d. June 13, 1796. 

vi. Tnrooo&E. b. Jan. 10~ li48; m. Nov. 13: 1783, Esther, dau. of Eben-· 
ezer Plummer ; major in the revolutionary army ; removed to Penn
sylvania. 

vii. W1LLLnr, b. Feb. 2, 1750; d. ~larch 2, li50. 
;iii. ELIUBETH, b. Aug. Ii, 1751; d. young. 
ix. \Vu.u.:UI, b. Sept. 14, 1755; Y." C. 1780; first preceptor of Phillips 

.Ar.ademy, Exeter, and m. there, Elizabeth, dau. of Dea. Samuel 
Brooks; d. at Franklin, Ct., }larch 27, 1836. i-'V?'illiam Channinge 
J..Voodlmdge, the geographer, was his son. 




