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PREFACE. 

To -;ny J{insnien and Khiswonien of tlte Williams , , 
1,om il.lJ: 

It has doubtless been known to you that for 
sonic v-ea.rs, I ha.ve been much interested in the 

~ ~ 

history of our fan1i.ly, and have gathered fro111 
every possible source, an the facts regarding it, 
v.."hich I have been able to discover. In that pur
suit, I haYe spent no little time and labor, and 
con~.ide_ra ble means, the latter at lef(St _$250-no 
re1nnrkable su1u~ of course, but it sho-;ys that gen
C3:1ogieal researches are expensive, a.nd th~..t I 
ha ,·e spared no means of doing th8 ,:rork thor-
ol, o-111 ,.,. 

... .__ ... J " • 
'-' " 

A~ jourr1ey to Europe in 1S88, gave n1e a long-
coYeted opportunity of yjsiting \V. ales and Ire
land~ and pnrsuing n1y genealog1ca1 investiga--
t· :,-.~1~ ...,LL t 11' 0 ,::-'e1•"t:- c1·-,J 1 ~~ o'- t1,~ 1~--.·1~·1·1,· I .:.1,e1·0 

l. • ..,, J. ·-· u. ' ~· "V ~ . ,J CL J V J. . ... V <.•-' il J • l· ~ V 

g~:>..thered so much i1nportant and interesting in
for1na tion regar<ling our family, that I deem it 111y 
tlnty to phv~e it in the hands of those men1bers of 
the s;:nne, "t..vho are interested in our history. I 
hn-re therefore had prin~.ed a fe,v copies of 1ny col-
l::1etion:;~ ~i.nply for the use and gri1tificatiun of the -
farHi ly, and to preserve the facts from loss. .A.n-



TREFACE. 

other object. of this publication was the av;aken
ing.of more attention to the subject of fan1ily his
t-<?ry, a science ,vhich is iii late ye.nr.s as~u!uing 
great importance in sociology, ancl furnishing ya.1-
uable facts in the study of heredity. 

It is not., strictly, a- genealogy, and I do not call 
it such, for it is far fron1 b~Jng complete, as I have 
been able to bring it down onl \7" to the seventh . ..... ~ 

generation. But it has n1ateria1 ,,hich son1e one~ 
in the future, with the requisite leisure .ind means,. 
can weaYe into a complete history of the farnily,. 
such as -w-ill do the latter a credit. These are shn
pl~y preliminary notes, v;hich I print in this shal)E\ 
to saYe the labor of answering the nu111erons let
tei·s I haYe received, asking about the Tesnlts of 
my rese·arches in the old country. I offer them 
111e1·e1y for what they arc ,vorth. 

Truly Yours: 

o,· ~ .. (l .. ~ Wj_o~.t: 
~ 

St. Pan1., Aug. 1SS9. 

~o·.ri::.-Tr.e ~mall fi,,r,r.;:-:- a,:ac~-,d to tht'- ::is~:...~'- o! m•~mbers of the i:J.m;1y, 
itilicattJ tlf:: g(!I!t:.-rat1c,n t'o ~j~hit:"h ~&i<l farnily 1:-<·lv:.i!;io:. 



THE \1/ILLIAMS FAiviiLY. 

}i:HE only definite and (presun1a.bly) reliable 
~ ~cccunt of the earliest ancestors of the 
t" Williams Fa1ni1y, ,vhich ,vas in possession 

of the fa1nily for n1any years, ·was that recorded 
bv the late Sa1nuel '\Yillia1ns. of Cincinnati. Ohio . ., - , . ~ 

vrho, in the be.ginning of his n1anusc.ript 1neinoir~, 
,,hich he wrote about 1850, stated, as a legend~ 
(receixed, fron1 his father, '\Villia.111 vVi1lian1s,) 
that t.he. earliei:;t kno·wn ancestor of onr fan1ily 
V{as ··supposed to he one John Willian1S, (though 
his g-iyen narue 1vas not positi-vely kno,vn), a hat
ter by occupation, of Gla1norganshiro, \1r 2-les, Yd10 

had been 0:ne of tho~e persons ,vho advanced 
funds to 8.id Oli"\~er Cr01aweH in the conquest of 
Ireland, in l(af~: and who, after the subjngation. 
ot that is1:.in':.1, s:.Yent to Ireland, ';-;here he rrceivec1. 
fron1 the Prot1;:ctor, in Teturn for the above ad
vance, and pos~ibly for n1ilitary services, a gi'ant. 
cf ]an;Js, Ill'011ably a portion of the confi~:iCatc-d 
l:1nds of th6 r~bcls, a1:.<l. settled on the s,J1r1e. It 
\'✓ ilS supp0::;e(i. ihctt this land, or a vorticn ,)f it, 
WiJS t11e sarne estate that "'.'"as subsequently kni:Y'.Yn 

a~~ ·Th,j Gro\·e~\~ in )lonag·han Conntv-, \Yhere the 
~ w 

IJ.mi:.y resided for nB3:dy two centuries." 
It is r.s1n:1rkuble how this fan1ily legend, or tra.

cli"--1.ion, h'~.1·1rlr:,..?1 clonc:-n 01·:11.1.l,r r .. om f-~+i1er .J..L.<: -::0·1•~ ·'- .. _ ' ....... '-l ,,,.._,.__ ... 'i - -J l.1. l..f.LJ- ., v -... .., 1,, 

t. l l . . f ' "t ~brongn sev-era generations, ,v;1.s ou1F\ at ~~r-
.. .: .. ',).t1Js, to agree. y;-ith the real facts of hi:;tor:r~ T0-
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garding t.l1e origin of onr fan1ily, and is no\Y sub
stantiated by actnal records, (since found). Sa1n
uel Williams was not in a position. "'"hen he ,v1~ote 
in 1850, to push his investigations to a point "'7"bere 
he could get a.ny definite and tangible clue to the 
genealogy of our fan1fly, for ,vhich1 ho,vever~ he 
left such valuable n1aterinl on record in his n1e1n
oirs. Ile hn d no access to any docuu1.euts, in the 
archives of Great Britain, aud had no means to 
n1ake a pi1grimage to the ancestral home, a cle
sideratur11 nccon1plished by olie of his sons, 3S 
yearsv snbseq_uentl:.,.• 

"\Vho Was Out" .A.nccstor, John "\YHJiams? 

The untiring investigations of historia.11s and. 
scholars in later vears have tliro,vn Yr..lnable H2'ht 

V ~ 

on n1any eYent~ concerning which but. little ,,a~ 
knO"\Yll -...vhen Sarnuel \Yilliarns ":-rote his n1en1-
oirs in 1550, and hr~_s 111a.de it po.~~ible to pro~ .. -e 
definitely ancl clearly ,vhat ,v~1.s before 1nere-~y . 
surn11::e. 

SonJe 25 years age n-Ir. John P. Preudergast. an 
~cttorn2y of T:n11lin: bf:~an ~n 1nve~tigrd:i<.n1 of 
so1ne old m.a.nuscript documents in the 'To·w·er of 
that city, ,Yith n s-ieYv to ascertain facts reg~:rd· 
ing the Cron1,vellia.n lnva:Sion of Ireland. 1-IG 
secured a large arnount of n1aterial ".-hose exi:3t
ence ,vas hithertf) rrnsn.spected, a!Hl soon after 
pubEshed a historical ,vork on the era a1.1(irB 

1neutionc/i. entitled: 
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. . 

H-:I.'he Cronn,-eUian Sc-ttle1nent of Ireland."' 

.. A.mong other docun1ents ,vhich Mr. P. discov
e1~ed and prints in his int~resting V{Ork is the ori
ginal " List of Ad venturers '

4 

as the:r a.re there 
termed, of whieh our ancestor John Willia.ins., 
was one. The history of this 1novement m.ay be 
briefly giYen as folio1'""s: . 

The ··[1:ct of p~rliament, 17 Charles I, chap. 3~\ 
.l\.. D.1642," and snl)sequent acts, had authorized a 
schetne for su1Ypressinr.r the Irish rebellion bY for-

~ - ~ ~ 

feiting t,-ro and 2 .. half 111i1lioµ acres ot lrish lands 
which ,,-ere to ho ofi'ered as securitv to those who . ~ 

should advance n1oneys to~1ar<ls raising and pay-
ing a, private anny for .subduing the Irish rebels. 
m1·1· '" ~ .... 1-~.-·1·:l)e··-· or ••. , clve·1.1+.,·11·e-.•:·,•' a"' + 111 ep--r· 'n'"Cl'>·e ~~c, ~h :,.__ 1 -L:,~ ct , 1,;1. 1.;:, -:-:, ._. _ -: ,, '-'.z. · 

ca.llcd: v\"ere to ha.ve estates ai:.d 1n~ .. nGrs of 1 ~000 
• . . +} • T l J . . acre~ ea.en. g1 ven to :. 1e1n 1n ... re an· or vnnon~ 

. . . ., ... t . . (\ s~ ~ --~ -. pnces Hl 1,11e severa.1 coun •H'S~ ranging r.rcin1 ,-~UU 
to £:GOO, r!nd l~nds propcntionably ior l~s~ 

rn- 1 • 1 · · ., J 1 · l snn1s. .:.·11e rate~ ny t.1e acre v-.:-ere to t)e •± s 111-

]1·,1cr 1·11 TTL:.:i-p,v e ... c . On +.he ~-1;Q'-, of ;.\ :-1,.=.,1+-l11·er.., ,Lt:, L.1. .... ..,_.a..,. l-" _c.; .t....,l __ ...... ._..,1 .. # _ _ .::, 

for la,nds in Ireland/' ete., published in Pren1Jer
gast~s ,vork, we find a subscription as to1loYvs: 
01•:i 7·,._ 1. . 1r:t··,~: ,.. ',... IV' llr ,. 1. ,.. £· ~o ,_,. .:,, dvnJt, ;, " ,ta,))!._ .... 7Te-: ,!l•.lh'..t, •• • · ·· · · .....•• •--v• ..... 

The tern1 :;ifeitn1aker," of course, is synonornou.s 
· ;-;ith_ ·'h.a.tter/' ·which ~e kno,'tr ,\'as thG hGi·cditul'y 
occupation of the family f0r :3e,;en generations. 

4 J. ' • l . ,. I 1 l 11 • • I ...1t tt,e-t t 1e snppress1on or r(lG re.)B.t .. ion n1 re--
land, the eonfiscated lauds of the 1·0bels ,\-ere 
<ljstri buted to the discharged soldiers who had 
tn,ken part in the conquest, and to the subscribers 
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to the fund. It; 1u~Jst have been under this ap
portionment.that ~'Jo1:in 1Yillian1s, ifeltmaker'' ,va:_: 
granted his estate in Ireland. As it ·was located 
in-Ulster, he ,vould have received for hjs £50suh~ 
-scriptiou. about 250 acres. Whether this tract 
was the sa1ne or not, subsequently kno,rn in the 
history of the fa1nily as -the hom,esteads calied 
"Th~ Groves~' and "Lappan," ''"°hich are r10;V 

shown on the official maps by those names, ,re 
have not now the facts to deterinine, but it is al
most certain that it ,vas the same, since "Tbe 
GroYe,s'' '\"\"HS certainly the seat of the vVilliains 
fan1ily very soon after the close of the rebeUionJ 
and ren1ainecl per111aneutly ~n their line for over 
150 ,ears . ., 

The "\'\7 illian1s Family 1n Wales-Its Origin, a.nu 
1'-leaning· of the Na1ue. 

John \Villiams, '' The A.dventurer,'7 --r;as a de
scendant of one of the oldest fan1ili.es in the prin
cipality of \\Tales, and \Yhich had iong resided 
near Neath: Gla1norganshire. It is u:::::eless and 
unnece'3~8.ry. therefore, to search for the etyn101-
ogy of our nan1e in the langua.ges of any other 
race hut the Cym brian. The name '' "\Yillian1s·' 
is entire1y "'\Y elsh (so far as our stirps is co~1-
cerned), JDd the hnnily are indubib,J)ly of a.11.cient 
Briton 01~ Ca1nl:n·ian stock, for generations b:::.ck. 
The nanh~. in the Cvn1brian tongue. is deri zed 

~ ~ ... '- ., 

(say-3 JJr. .Alex. Jones, an eminent "\Vehh schoh~r), 
iroru the ·,;erb ';gu:ylio"--to watch. The n(l'l.l!:i ut 
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this verb is Gu;ilyni (pronounced ·vViltiam) and 
would therefore n1ean--a ,vatcher, a. sentinel, a 
guard, a ,varder, r,J patrol, ete. 1~he nan.1e: (as ap~ 
plied to ?., person), e-ridently arose fro1n a 111ilitary 
-occupation~ as it, ,YaS one co111mon in Wales at 
that period_, and belonged to a large class, y,;hich 
can be re~dily undt~r::;tood, by any one ,vho reads 
the history of \Yales, its frequent and almost con
stant \\·ars: its predatory raids froin rival' chie.f
taiDs ~nd prillces, and foreign foes, together"with 
frequent doloestic broil~. To gi-ve ti 1nely notice 
of th~se inYa.sious~ and collect the trusty· n1en-of
arn1s ,v ho should re.pel the foe, the princes and 
irri!itary leaders were accusto111ed to have, on 
their tcvrers, and other points, trusty ::-entine1:s~ 
There. "-ere al$O stationed on 111ountain cliffs and 
sun1c1 j t.s. near the sea-eoast, and at the head of 
-fieii !es, to spy the ~d-vancing invader~'. and signal 

, • E 1 . .,, 'l t .. . , . 1 
t11G oanger. ac 1 r rua y1n -n-as .o llgl:t ~t n€acon 
..... t, fi . . " 1 rr· · • n:re on :!J.e 11st s12;n or a ar1n. _ his 1,-..;as anS\YCreu 

"· 
fron1 another rnounta.in peak, and then anob.1er 
caught up the ,\·n.rnjng f!aine, tn•.til, fron1 every 
hill top o~.-e1· a .,yho1e courJty, 1Jlazed th8 signals;of 
< .. l. (l ·- r;-:::,1• p,:, 

1 l; 1"l <:J' +.i1,:. J"""l O ")") 0 f <:. 1· ~ .. -,::: f-o }, r c1- l"' on thn~ r· , n.,J,...,v , __,, .. t __ ··6 ..,J. \..• _._._,,A - C. LI.,-._.~ . \JU n.o -.,l . 

· s,\ t.:i,l, ,1..nJ saddle their steeds, and rally at the 
a:ccustorned rendezvous. 

'J11
\'1. I'")~,;.+ r f ",--rn1·1,~1·1-..·· "\••"} .... tl-t1, 01"'0 of G1 flll{YP"f' . ,.i:.., . \_,._., ,.,.... ::, n ~.} l. ,. o-::> u ..,. .L • ;::>'"' 

and responsibility and no one ,\-as trusted to per
forn.1 it excent one. of undoubted b1·a verv. u ns,verv-L ~ , 

iu~ 't)atrioti~ni. and pro Yen fidelitY. Perhans this 
·~ "" ..a.. 

1nay h~tve had much to do in h:n_pressing on the 
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fan1ilv for generations. dui-ing vd1ich this post of ., ~ . '--

honor, (for it ,~as generaily hereditary) remained 
in the clan, tbat vvarn1 an~ unaffected patriotism~ 
uns,,ervjng fidelity to duty, and faithfulness to 
evei·y trust, '\"\""hich has ah-rays been a character
istic of the family. 

Further N9tes on the Name "l'\'1Hiams. 

Though the \\1 e1sh, or original British rae-e, are 
a very ancient people, and probably came front 
.A.sia tn,a.ny centuries ago,-the exacttin1e·\"·vhen the 
word. or 1-;arne. ''\Villiarns,n beca1ue a fixtnre , , 

among thern. i8 no-w· o::.1lv coniec-ture. In the-
~ - ~ V 

Domesday survey. of England, .(10S6) the ,vorcl 
Willian1. as a surnan1e. occurs GS tin1es. but ~-en-. ~ ~ ' 

eral1y ic such a. forn1 as this1 "\Yilliarn~ fili:i.s 
Ricardi.·' or ·;"\Yillian1~ son of Hichr..rd.'' Son1e 
centuries later this ·\,·ould hec0n1e, ;·\Villian1 Rich
ardson." The natnes TVUlel1i?us and JJTill,-1:.lmd.s
also oa::cnrin tho Do1nesday. .As "\VilliH.n1 the Con
queror ,v2.,s tlien popnlar and po",Yerful, it is natnntl 
thnJ, 1nany .~ons of influential fa111ilies should 1.,e 
-r.a-.···lp-1 for· ~1i r1 .U . !.l.1. ~- '--'- - ,. - . ~ • 

. ,. ..... i • ,.,.., .... "':-,.,.. ,. ,. .J. ., ) . 
1.ne 1Hune , ,'r' ]J1Ht..n1~ · tas V/8 ,-rr1 ... e lt now~ 1~ 
t. h f t t· . ' ,. . , .. ... no.), 01veve1\ o ... greau an -1q_uity, ror 1t ilas !)ee.n 

used as a 3v.tnan1e only aLout four ce.nt-uries. Jts 
,. J . .• • 'h , ., , . +' e,:n:11esG 1n~nt,1ou 111 t . .1.e recurus RDCt arcn.1-res ol 

G rr..-· t "'01··· ~ n ;. -\"".' -, a1JOll-4-- t11e n~1·c1t111 •.), of" the 1:-_,th T..,t.:;ct;; D l,.,c:...:.11. ''ti cl~ ·I . u ·1. ..! • .. v -

century. · I think that in every case~ in that- per-
• J • ., l +- • (' Y:F l .• ~ f- • , ., I B , 
100, it r2.1er-rec.. .. to a na. ... 1--re or .-, a1e.:;_ b ... 111, ... _n:_t 
• , 1 , ·,. • r • · • • ( ., L • · • ,.. • · 
,..,.. °1"r"I'"' ··~ :·-.1•,:.-cc:- \J ;l~---l··,n1• 1 --1 .. ··, ~·e 1 '"1 •- 1 1··1u tn arr-·•11•.::· 1 .... ! ..:.11 ...,1,_,::;; , ... , ... ,.., \I\ J. .\,.\. ... ll -::i~ ~.:.: t..,:':, 1. .... ,, .... ~ t: \...1 u .._ LL-
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Ireland), date 1571, the express1.on "\-Villiams 
Sept/' indicating that the1;e "~as a clan or tribe of 
the name there then, but it seems certain that 
they must ha Ye been incon1ers, and not natives of 
J re land, as the 11a1ne is not found in ancient Irish 
archives. .A .. careful exauiination of Burke~s 2:en-...... 

ealogical works, the "Peerage'' and the '·Landed 
Gentry'~ of Great Britain, seems to prove that but 
few of tbe oldest and n1ost distinguished ±an.1ilies 
of the surnau1e "\Yillian1s~' · can trace farther ba.ek 
(under that na1ne) than 1600. One lineage, in 
Burke, ·s.peaks of a. 1Villian1s born in 1 ,_i 73 (reign 
of Henry VII), 1:.r;.t it is uot eertain that he use<l 
our ~urnan.1c, as Burke, in another pedigree, n1en
tions a Roger• \Vi1lia1ns in the- tilne of B:t:111rv '-' ., 
VIII ( 1543) Y~b.o~ he says: '"\vas tho fir~t of the fnrn-
i1y "'\\"'ho adopted. a surnaui.e of any kind.~'. In the 
linoap;e of another farnily, he speaks or a.''\Vi1lic1111 

""\Villiams~ ,;vho was the first of the .fan1ily "~ho 
assun}ec1 the narne of \Yil1ian1~/' In 12 Ec1wn.n1 
IV., (1472) a Sir Duxid 1Villiarns is recorded as liv
ing in 14f0. Thus it can be seen tbat the ~ur
narc.e "\ViDiarust as a pennanent family name~ 
did not ecE1e into use niuch oYer 400 vears ago .. .., ..... 
'l'his was about the date t.hat printing ,vas in-
1re:,~ted. ",,Villian1s" is given as one of the char
actc.r:5 i!l Shakespeare, in. IGng Henry V, _act 4, 
sceue J, (1413-1422). 

'rhe ortht'°Jgraphy of the nan1e, a.t first, does not 
appear to have been ,Yell fixed. In an old pedi
p:ree in the Tiai-1eian I\:ISS., (date about 1620,) the 
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·na~11e is spelled Gu~illiams. Burke, in his genea
logical works, frequently spell:-; it Gwill!Jm-. Geo. 
T. Clark, a Welsh genealogist, in his grea,t ·work 
·OU Glamo1·gan.shire pedigrees, al \Vays spells the 
name G1cilim. The fan1ily of Roger Vvilliarns, 
the founder of Rhode Island, (A. D. 1550-1650), 
used to spell their na1ne, TVyl!yams, and subse
,quently JF'iUyams, Roger hiu1self so ,vr_iting it 
in his_ earlier life. Jiany fi:nr1ilies in EnglanJ. 
.still spell the name thus. 

The na1ne heca111e a very con1u1on one in Yi ales. 
In the citv of Neath, GlaP..1or~aushire, I be lie-r·e 

V ~ 

that quite one-half the inhabitants bore the name 
HWillia1ns.~' They have been prolific a.,nthors, too. 
In the great catalogue of the British r,Iuseun1 1 I 
found 116 pages of a folio volun.1e, devoted to the 
list of books ,vrii:.ten uy Rut.hors of our 11an1e. 
Lower. author of a learned ,vork on Pat.ronon1a.-, 

-tology, says that ~l different surnames nre <l0rive1.l 
fro1n t.he nan1e ""\Yi1Ji:-un.'' 

The Name ""'-cVil1ia.n1sj' in Eu.t>opean Countdes. 

cngra Yed on the door plate of a pew in a gorge
·ously decorated ~J e\Yish synagogue. This na111e 
n1eans TVilliam8, in the Italian tongue. I a.L.:;o 
rlnd persoas of the na.n1e Gt1gli3lrr1i~ Gugliohno~ 
an<l Gngliehnin.i .. lf.aliHn~i by birth, 1nentioncd in 
t. · '}J · l • ,,..,, - • mt · ' " t1 

1• .. e .. ,-:An,••.·,.,,;,•1e :.;..~,,,ca-,·•r,f,~ >, ,·=-•1.;:_ -Jl"U~(.J !~ ~ir·c,n"l .1'A 1 ~"~·J;_;. ""tl""'" \_..._,.tt..- f,!,..,,,,,G __ .i.J • .,; ........ >--'-' ,:, ·-"'-•'-'- •t.v 

1nedim-val La tir1 ,-ror<l ''Gu1 j eh:.1. us," or t hf~ narne 
W-1·11;~n1 1.1.,h!""\•·•o-l1 Tl 1"!"1.e.,1 .::::1~r.:, th•,t. fl1e fn1·11-ie~· 1~, 1111t i"""' : ( .......... , ... t . \,; ., .... , ..... ~ ~ .... I -l· I.. .J ..... . • .a. - .J ,.._ - ' 
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the 1atinized forn1.. of the German Guilhelm, as it 
is certain that the,riaine Gulielmus ,vas not kno,Yn 
to the old llomans. . :: 

· In one of the ~ISS. of the' Public ·Record ottke
in Londo11, 1 found a docnn1ent ,vrit.ten by Dieb1-
nitt1s Willelmi, merchant of Florence, date 1262. 
This· sho\YS that the Italian form of our name 
(Guglie1mi) is quite ancient. 

· In France. the nanie i8 not knO'wn. and could 
~ •• ., ,- ✓ 

not have been in use in olden tinies, as the French 
alphabet originally hr"d no letter -~-nr,'' though of 
late years the latter has been adopted into it, on 
account of n.sing English or Gerrnan 11a1nes con
taining tha.t letter. The name T-:--illau.me is found 
in the Biographie Generale, also Guillaurne,- un
doubtedly meaning ~-,Villiam." 

I found also . \Villen1s, (t4ough I believe this 
latter ,vas ?,. Rolla,nder), also l-Villaumez, a~d '\Vil
hen1, both eruinent Frenchn1au. Son1e traces of 
the nan1e occurs in the archives of ITolland. In 
.i\.mster<lan1 records~ as :3ady as 1357, is 111entioried 
one "Claes Dire-k~ "\Villen1s soons son,'' or grandson 
"t,f 1Villetns. 'fhe na1ne ,villeins occurs frequently 
a~nong the ::..·ecords of the earliest Dutch settlers 
in }I ew York, about 1660, and these fan1iiies. sub
sequently changed their narne to the standard 
s1;0lling·. 1Yi lHctn1s. ... . ,, 

The Ge11nans hase no surname resen1b1ing-.__, 

1\Tilhau)S, y;ha,te\-er. The gi-ven :na1ne ,vilhE:hn 
1 atinized into G-nlie1rnus) is co1nmon, ho,,rever. 
A.ut¾ors ,v~ho have ,\Titten on the etyn1alogy of 



14 HISTORY OF THE WILLI.BfS FA.'.\fILY. 

names have made :h1dicrous blunders regarding 
the derivation of .. "\VilliaP..is.'' Arthur says it is 
derived from the Belgic wordguilcl-helm, meaning 
a golden helmet ! 

!tiaterials :for Genealogical Stucly. 

Co1nn1on and. wirlcl v extended a·s the name is v -

in Great Britain, it i:, singular that no geneal-
ogies of any of the "\Yillian1s familie~ of that reahn 
have been published. At least the great catalogue 
of the . British :1Iusenm ·shows none, although 
three genealoQies of A.n1erican fa1nilies of the 

~ '-' 

rHin1e a;re entered there. Yet so1ue 1nav have . .,_ 

been "nriv~teh· nrinted." which haYe not \-at 
.L ... .L "-' 

1Jneu -~e•--11-re;I 'Yt: thA I~hr·a.1•1p.... ,:v1-.:1·t 0 t1·on:/' i•1 , ~. ..:- .... \.. '··J --- - - ___ :-,. . •·· ~n i..~ _ _. 

\Yales contained uediQ'rees of the fan1i]v in n 
~ ~"' ~ 

number of eases. T found tbe1n ju "G-huTtorgan
shire Pedizrees iby Sir Isar;e Heard), edited bv T 

"--" \ - "' ¥ • 

Phil1ipps/' published in lSG~1 and aho in Lev.-i3 
Dunn\; -~visitations of V'l ale3/' ecHtert hy S. ll. 
)1eyrick, date 18-1-6. I have advertised in Briti::;h 
geuealogjca! serials for a clue to the parentag-e 

:r l . -'- " T J T'fT. 11 · fl:' l t 1 • • . ' 1 an .. l c escent, Ot •• ._ o 1n '"'1 1a1ns: e_ :ma ~er:·· wnn-
out result so far, and have also retained the ser
.. lice:; of two skilled genealogists in "\Vales to n1ake 
·researches· for me and endeavor to secure defin
ite inforn1ation about our fa1ni1y. 

ltir. George E. Clark, a learned nntiquary and 
genealogist of Talygarn, Llantri3~1.u1t~ \Vale~~ to 
whom l ·wrote for information, doe:S not see1n tn 
rezard the chance5 of m:r snece.ss very highly. 
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He writes: "I do not think that you will be able~ 
from any records on this side· of the ,vater, to es
tablish the de~cent you undertake. About every 
tenth man in this part of \Yales is called Will
ia1us~ and about half of these, John \Villiams . 
.lind "'\Velsh pedigrees, though copious, are seldo1n 
correct, and yery much ,vanting in dates and 
places .1 I am sorry not to be able to promote 
vour verv lauclab1.e desire." .. . ., 

L Sir W&tkins \Y.:!iin.rn Wynne. talking to a. friend about the nntiqt:jty 
c,f hi5 fareil~-. ,.,hi,::-h i: 0 carried u;;> to Nb-ah, wru; told that !1e m-~-, a mert• 
:m'::l.si-1'!"00:?..1. •·A,;'.'' i-,::d h~. "how so. p~:; :··• ""\Thy," replied th<> other, '·wh~u 
·I ,-..·as· il1 \Yal-::-; a pNli~r-a~ or n y.'.!rticnli~r fo::nily wa.~ sho:w!! to me; it :fill0::d 
abm:.t fue larg~ sk:~ns c-f p3r~hm.ent, and a~),)t!.t the m1ddle of it \n,s ll. note in 
t!~e mar-5m:-' Aooi.t thi.~ time t"hc u:o:-ld 1-:.:a.s created;"" 

Ho,,· Surnan1es .Orig·inated in Wnles. 

Surna1nes had not been generally adopted in 
either "\Vales or England~ 1nnch prior to tour cen
.tnries ago. It ,vas the custoxn in \Vales to desig
nate men by their father's na.111e, to ,vhich their ... 
cnvn was prefixed. Thus, if a \Velshn1an named 
,;(hvilyn1'~ had a son, ,vhose nan1e ,vas also "\Vill
ian1, the latter \vould be distiuguished by calling 
h. ,-w·11· -..""{-·11· ., ;,.., t · ·1 t .1m ·" L i::1n1 ap n' 1 1an1;· u1a 1s, t 1e son o 
"\Yi1lian1. Son1e,.~hai later on, it. -would beco1ne 
plain ''\Villian1 \Villiams.'· If lie had a son 
na1ned jinrgan~ the latter ,,:--ould be ca1led ~Jorgan 
ap Gv:;ilyrn, or 1:IorgaD tho son of "\Villia1n. Later 
on~ tn.1:; "~ould glide into ,;?'.lorgan "\Viiliams.'' 
rrhis actually happened in the family of Crorn
,vc1l, ,;yhic h -v .. '"a.s Welch~ and· ,vboso na.nle vras 
originally "\Villi.ams: :3-s nu1y be learned lJy read-
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ing his .life and exan.1ini11g his_ pedigree .there 
given. It is such a custo~ as the above ,vhich 
makes the confusion in "\V elsh pedigrees. Several 
sons of one fan1ily, named )Iorgan1 Evan, Rhys 
(or Reese), Ow·en, _e~c., ,vhen the systen1. of sur
na111es .was adopted, ,vould thus establish families 
with the snrnan1es )!organ, Evans, Reese, Owens, 
etc., and though related in blood, all connection 
'"'ith each other ,vould be lost, in a generation or 
tvvo. · 

G,vilym, our Ancestor, 

,vhose name Y•tas first given to the extensiye and 
,videly spread family no,v kno,vn as ""\Villia111s/' 
and who probably flourished in Gla1norgan3hire 
from 1550 to 1625, 1nust have been a 1nan of con
siderable means for that period, and of son1e in
fluence. He ,vas certainly aecustonied to arn1s, 
and doubtless bore his full share in the trouhlons 
,vars of his tin1e. "\Vhen not in the field or c,:nup, 
he ·was peacefully e1nployed at home, ju the 111an
ufacture of hats-. a craft of considerable in1port
ance at that tin1e. He was donht1ess connected 
b .. , d . ·t1• f • 1 • O y 0100 , or 1narnage, \Yl u some o tne u .. ;.1.UG.i.l-
tial families of Glarnorgarshire, and ,ve hope yet 
to have his full Fneaga. 

John V{illi..uns1 ., the ..Adventu1·er. 

His son, Johr:. "\Yilliarr1s1, partook largely of tbe 
sa1ne characteristics, and gre"',V up into th€; l1ere
ditary handir~raft, and ·with the hereditary love 
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for the saddle and the s,vord, the fray a.nd the 
campaign. · \\Tith' a, better education than his 
father1 having mixed. more largely with the 
1vorld, and traYelled .extensively, he set out early 
in life for .a career of adventure and danger. 
John "'\Vill1ams1 possessed many admirable traits. 
Ile was a staunch Pnritan, an · honest burgher 
who feared God hut not man-who could pra~r 
or fight ·with equal zest-a braYe hater of 
wrong-a \\.,.arm ad voe ate of popular ·rights, and 
he livecl in a period that. ,vonkl call such men 
into- aefion, too. Events ,vere no\v occurring 
1\~hich was to chan£:e the whole current of his life . . - . .._. 

and exercise an iutl uence on the destiny of gene
rations of hi3 descendants yet unborn. One of 
these evBnts was the raising of the fund above 
spoken oi, for tho Gonquest of Ireland. This 
sc112.me (which n1ust hav·e ·w-ar1n1y enlisted his 
syn1pa thies) had 1:,een begun in the reign of 
Charles I, but its projectors were delayed in its 
execution by the civil 1var, and it doe~ not see.1n 
to haYe been con1pleted until after the overtiu·o-\Y 
ot that n1our.rch and his deca,pita.tion in 1669, and 
it 1·ernained for Oliver Cronnvell, the "'\Velshman~ as 
Lor<l Lieutenant,, to carxy out the conquest of Ire
fo.nd) and its settlem2ut by his disbanded ar1ny 
3nd t}ie ''adv..renturcr!/' ·who had advanced the 
fun<ls (..£-13,,106) for the_ n1ilib1J.-y operations. To 
this fund, John "\Villia1ns, as 1nentioned pre-rious-
1y, subscribed £50, a very considerable sun1 for 
tlHJSe ·days, and shows that he must have been a 
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roan of son1e suhstance. As his name appears to 
-be the 919th on the list, it is probable that h~ did 
not subscribe to the adventure until the latter 
pa1·t of tb.e mo--rement, and po~sibly even Rfter 
Oliver Cro1n,vell had become identified with it. as . , 

the subscription was in progress for several years. 
This fact. together with the circum~tance of J ohu 
Williams having held the rank of Lieute:nant and 
Commissa-ry in CronTwell's arn1y, duri~1i the in
vasion of Ireland, ha Ye led to the assertion on the 
part __ of some ot the fan1ily that he ·was a cousin 
of the Protector and also a cousin of Archbjshop 
John "'\Villiams, as it is v;-ell kno"-n that Ci·on1-
,vell descended fron1 a Tf. elch fan1ilr na1ned Will
iams, and I have seen that staten1ent made in 
manuscript genealogies o,vned by some of our 
kin. But in the absence of any definite proof of 
this fact., I can only gi,ve it as a ,ctradition," v;hich 
,vill need further genealogical research to sn 1J~ 
stantiate. 

When John \VHlian1s ';the felt maker'' ·went to 
Ireland in 1649, if that ''°as the year of his en1i~ 
g~ation, it i& probable that he ·was a man of about. 
f<;rty yea-rs of age. It i:::; hardly presu1uahle that 
he was 1nnch if any, less than that age, as, ,ve1~e 
he a yor~ng nu .. n, it is llot reasonable to supvose 
'·ha~,· ·he ,:~·-,.:y• 1-1 h'· \'e 1)- f"lCY; p···,;_;:;:c;;:sec1 OIi! 1ne'"~ 11..:. ~·l1f~1· -lJ .J ... , tTvlt. ..... \ - ct •..,, .1. ..... .Jv ... ....,V...; '· .-.. <- ...... .._,; ... .1. 

cient to have contributed, a sum so considerable, 
in that pei·i(1d~ as .£~"i0 to the Irish adventure. 
ft see1ns quite ce:rta.in that he v;as married, 
and quit8 probable~ also, that he had children, 
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who could not, ~t that tin1e, have been grown up 
and consequently n1ust have accon1pa.nied hi1n to 
Ireland~ or at least gone there to rejoin hi1n after 
he received his quota of land in 1653. If so, w·e 
have no account of th~U?-: thus far, and know only 
the name of one of his children, John Williams~·: 
,~ho, we have good grounds to suppose, was born 
after his settlement at "The Gro-ves" and i~ there
fore the .fitst "Idsh" Wil1ia1ns~ if there iB such a 
personage in our clan. 

---The Williams Fanlily in· Ireland. 

O'Hart in his ''Irish PedigTees" states that the 
soldiers of the com1non,vealth ",vere not dis
banded, at soo~est, before Septe~ber, 1653, and 
up to that tin1e they. had receiv-ed no grants of 
land in Ireln.nd." The same aut"hor, in his "Irish 
and ... \.nglo-Iri.sh Landed Gentry," in the '·List of 
a<ljudicnt-io:ns of a.rren,rs of con1 n1issioned officers 
Yi1ho ser'"'ted. before ,June 5, 1649'', gives John 
"\Villi~ms' na1ne as one of them. "Lieut. John 
\Yillia1ns" is r"gain· n1entioned as ser\·ing as a sol
dier of the con1n1on-,vealth, in the county of Louth, 
a.nd also in Hnames of persons in ths grant;; under 
the acts of settlen1ent and explanation/' Prender
gast states th~ . .t th.a act allowing the '·adventur
ers'' to c:1st lots for lands ,,as passed Jan. I, 1 G52, 
hut that it was not until '"~Sept. 28, 1658, that alJ. 
the ancient estates and farms of the people of Ire
land 1vere d~clnred to belong to the Ad venturers 
and the army of England.'' The '~lots'~ ,vere.ac-
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tually cast in July, 1653. The amonnt then due 
the Adventurers \Vas £360~000. Land~ in :::,Ionag-ban 

. . -
County \\°ere included in this allobnent. It 1nnst 
be remen1bered that at this time it ·was deen1ed 
very hazardous for the ;' ... !i.dventurers" and others 
who had been allotted lands under the Cromwell-· 
ian confiscation, to settle on then1. The Irish. 
rebels, who had been forcibly driven from their 
homes, were infuriated ,Yith hatred against the 
usurpers, and ready for any desperate and bloody 
act of revenge against the latter. The 1anc1s 
cou1<l only be held ·vi et ann·is by those having a 
support of soldiery in the vicinity, or a force of 
,vod~nJen and tenantry on their 0"'1sn estates, 
sufficient to protect themselves fron1 raids~ hy ,-ig ... 
ilance and hard fighting. "It was not. (says Pren
dergast) until towards the close of 1653, that the 
island seen1ed ~ufficiently desolated (sic) to alJcnv 
the English to occupy it.~' 

Lewis~ in his Topographical Dictionary of Ire
land, (1S60) says of· )Ior1c.1ghan County: . 

"A considerable portion of tbe lands consists of grants to Crom. 
well's soldiE-rs, many of whose posterity now 1-..v..)ssess forms s,:, 
er.J.all as :r.ot fo yield an. mmual income exceec.1ing £20. Fe'-'; of 
the fa.r:ns on the large>r estat~s nre tennnted in pt::.pet'.1ity. Tl:.1, 
usual term is 21 years and a life, or 60 years and tllree li-;-e5.'' 

Thus, we find that in 1653, J·ohn 1Vi1lia1ns1 \Yi.l~ 

most probably put into possession of sor(JG 250 
acres of land in the county of 1Ionag~an~ cer
tainly in the settlement, or neighborhood, now· 
called "the LO\\'"er Grove3,'~ and ··Lappan/' 3-1 rr1ile~ 
due east of the County tO"\"rn of l\Ionaghan, auc1 
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there established hims-elf as a hat 111anufacturer 
and far1ner. I-Iere, he 1uust have lived a fe\vyears, 
peacefully, (as we trust) and died, doubtless about 
1675, aged probably 70 years. \Yhether this John 
Willian1s1 built the old stone house which is now· 
in ruins on the '~Lo,ver Groves'' domain, or· not, 
,ve c,tnnot no\\.,. determine. But it is n1ost proba
ble that he did, £or it· is hardly prestuna,b1e that 
the previous·dispossessedr Irish rebel tenant. left it 
there.. It is certain, in any eyent,. that '"Tohu "\Vil~ 
liams1 built the addition to the house n1entioned 
else,vhere, which I an1 po:Sitive ,vas fo;· his ,vork
shop. 

Jo1m Williams~ . 

. ,A.n old, broken, and 111oss-covered tombstone, 
which I discovered after s01ne search, lying flat in 
the burying gT1)nnd attached to Tyholland Church, 
about 2 miles fron1 ·'the Groves," gave n1e the first 
definite c1ue to this ancestor. The inscription 
1·ead: "l-Iere lyeth the body of John ·\Villiams, 
·who departed this life Fobuary 14th 1723 aged 70 
yea rs." This ,vould have made the date of his 
birth 1G53-the year of the supposed settlement 
ot John -n1illian1s1 at the Groves. 

And this, so far, is all that we. know of .John 
"\Yi11iams~. 1tv ... as he a ::;on, or a grandson, of John 
"\Yillia1ns, "ffeltn1aker," is a question that may 
1-vell puzz1e us. Further researches a1uong the 
ye.~ords n1ay, and probably ·will, give n1ore full 
inforn1ation regarding him and his'family. I have 
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conjectured tha.t 'it n1ay have been this John '\Vil
liams\ who is noted on the Paris1~ Records of Ty
bolla'nd Church, as being a Church warden in said 
parish, in 1721. There is a well founded legend 
iµ t.he family that he took. part in the siege ot 
Londonderry, in 1690 (on the Protestant side of 
course). 

Joln1 Wi!lia1ns 8 , 

Son of the foregoing, was probably horn at the 
Groves, about 1675 or 16SO: as, at the time of the 
Rev-olution. in lt190, he is said to have been about 
10 or 15 years old. "\Vhether he had any brother3 
-or sisters, is not no,v kno-\vn. I-Iis occupation, like 
that of his f~.Jher, and grandfather, ,~as that. of 
, t' H 1· d S ~ ,~-·11 • " , .. ) na .rer. ... e t 1e (so "- ainuel v 1 ,_1ams · recorctcr1_ 
,, b i t, f ~- tl · , ,1 .. ' · · a ouu ne age oL t>;J, near . 1e 1n1aa e ot tt1e 
eighteenth centurf." Frcnn dates giYen in· the 
Ty holland vestry book, I ain inclined to believe 
that he ,vas liYing a~s late as 175-1, as he appeaY~ 
to have ~erved as a Church wa.rden in tlrnt Pari3h 
:nearly 30 years. lie had nine chi1clren, five daugh
ter;::;, and four sons. The na1112s of his da.ugbtets 
or ,vho thev married. if they ""ere married. ha \·e 

~ I' ... • 

liOt been preserved. The sojJS ,\·0re ll1.tn1ed: \"fi! ~ 
liarn, I-Ienry1 John and :iiatl1e,-r-though \v hethcr 
in this order, is not knov-111 definitely. "\-\'"il11~1n1 
and !Ienrv emigrated to A.1ncrica about 1700. rt.lJd 

• ....,_. I . t, :i • ,-r l -, ~. ·1~J , , , set 1Cu. 1n. ..L'.Ort 1 Larolina, · 1ey esponse(t u::.e 
roval cause <luring the re, .. olution, ancl their nro·i11-

~ ~ L 

ert.y ,.,·us confiscated. 'Ihey hoth died single (~.t 
least; so it is supposed).· 
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John Willi.ams', 

\Vas born at ~the Groves/~ Dec. 11, 170S. (An
other statement sars 1714.) , He follow·ed the fam
ily occupation of hatter. Samuel ,villiams re
corded in bis meruoir3 that '·he 1narried (abor;t 
173S or '40) Sarah Hall, a most estimable woman 
by ,Yho1n he had seven children.~' But in John 
Williams'4 will, ( dated 1795.) he speaks of his 1yjfe 
a.s '·Eliza.beth.'' It is suggested~ ho,vever. that the 

'-,...-'l..- • J 

latter , .. ·as 2,; second ,vife, and not the mother of 
his childr~n. The ·wife vvho bore the latter, 111ust 
have bee1A U. SU}Je:rior woman~ Iler sori, Willi~tnl 
\\

7iHia1n~s (my gra.ndfa.t.he1·) ahvays spoke of her 
in ten.ns of \vannest affection. and hi2he:st eulo:.:.1r. 

J ~ ~~ 

J ohu "'\Yilliams4, or his father John "\Yillia1ns·1, 

acqnil'ed tlle Lapp..111 hor.nestead, ,vhich ren1ained 
in this Enc for three generations. John ,viJl• 
l•c;-~1-.,-.i 1•~ ~•-"~Q1 -l-,Q J-.a--e 1'e,-·'n a str•1(' . .:. .;;;e't-O'l->e e,;.-.-,.c.!..-•:l .... .1. ~ ' ...._ •·- '-t .-. l; l \ V V •- < ·.,., _, ti, ..._ \' v l J -~<.,4.: ~ 

ir;g mun~ 1·.igorous in enforcing the tasks gh·en to 
hi3 children. esDeeialh.,. his son, ,,~ill ium V?illian1s=>. 

I .. I,' I , 

t l 1 ' , f ~ 1 1 · · • L · TT o \\-11.ol1J .oe t::u.1g-h _. i:.t1,3 natt1ag us1De.ss. .n.e was 
a n1an of great indusb.-y, energ_v, fir11111ess of ·will, 
and. n1ore than a:-verage intelligence. Some of hi~ 

1 '1 , I • • • , l t· 1 '1 • n1a1.",..:ecL c.:.1aracren3acs 11ave )een no .1cea,j1y 1111-
pre:::sed on his descendants for three or even four 
geueratiou:3. l{is ,vi1J, vv-bich is a valuable addi
tion to our fund of gf:nealogical data, I fortu!utte
Jy found preserved in the Public R-ecord Otl-ice 1n 
P"' ~ 1 • 1· l .r 1 l • • 1.hlt)J1n. ' ne 10 .. 10~\"1ng 1s a ec;pv: 

,_ - -
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LAST "WILL .A.ND TESTA'!:!E:-."'T OF JO~ \'ilLLIAliS O'F L.!PP.:.N. 

In the name or God. Amen. I, Jolin "\Yilliams, of Lappan, par
ish of Tyballan, and county of Monaghan, being sick of body but 
of sound and perfect memory? thanks be to God, f:.nd calling to 
mind the uncertainty of this life, do publish and declare this my 
la.st mll and testarn.ent, in manner and form following: first, I 
leave and bequ~ath unto my wife,.Elizabeth William,=;, ail the far!:l 
oi land now in my possession., with my dwelling .house and <.>ow 
house, together mfo. twc cows and my mare, n).y chest of: drawers, 
my bed and bed clothes, and my kitchen furniture, v,ith the fol
loring bequests-thr.t at her decease the said houses and fa.nu 
shnll go and re\ert unto John Willhms. son to my son :\lathew 
Williams of Lappan ,1foresaid. Al.so, I leave unto my said ":ifo all 
the turf bog I no\v possess. .A.1so, I lea,;e unto my son William 
"'ilhams all the land belonging to me, occupied by tenants, if be
comes h•)me, and the profits, nmt.3 o.!: said fa.m1s, until he comes, I 
leave unto my said wifa and said grandson .John '\V"illfams, eq-:.:.al 
share and share, and if the said "William Williams does not come 
home be!ore_my ~.ifo·s c.ecea.se, it is my Ti-ill tLat. the ...-rhole profits 
of said laud go to tl.l.0 said John \Villiams. Also, I lea-.e unto ru~
son Mathe';\· WilJiams, my desk. Also, I lec..ve unto my son-in-fa.1.0:, 
Thom,i.S Short~ one- .shilling, sterling. And it is my .-.-m that a.s 
soon after my decease as ccn-.enicnt, there shall be an inventor:.
taken of the remninder oi roy goocls ~nd chattels nnd sold by a11c
tion by rut executors whom I sha11 hereafter nom~nate, and the 
money arising fro!'J. the sale thereof, my funeral exr,ens~s to be 
·pa.id thereout, and the remaine to be dh-ided equa11y between my 
two sons-in-la·w, riz. 1 William Bell and Thomas Arrn::-trong. And 
I nominate, consqt.ute and appoint J ohu "\Vi1liam~, of Coot Hill, 
conu4:y of CaY<?c!~ t,nd William Henderson, of Groves: and county 
of ~onaghan, e:;:ec;;.tors of this my 12.st -:-,ill ant1 tesbrn:11:nt. 

In witness whereof, I ha~e heraunto put my h::i.nd and seal this 
ninth day of Mr.rch, 1795. 

JOH:N' "\"VILLL\.)IS, f_Seal]. 
Signed, sea.led, publish.ca ~url dec1ar.?d, i::: presence of 

~L~Tr.:E,;1
; \YILLIA.:,!3, 

W1LLr.a.'!'.:r RE~;DE1-cso::-.. 
1795, July 10, on which day John "\Villiams and William A.n 1l-er

son, executors I!D.rneu in the forG.:;;oing ·,vill, made oath E..s w-all t0 
his belief vf the fruth thereof as also to execute t.he same. 

ED'\V'D RICE, Core. 'r. 
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From this dot~1in1ent, which is of great value to 
us· for genealogical pt1rposes, ,ve may infer that 
.John Willian1s was a well-to-do man ·for that 
period, ancl had quite a good. estate. The will 
was evidently dra,vn up, and signed by hin1~while 
-on hi~fdeat-h~bed. · The signature is a 1nere scrawl, 
and evinces the bodily feebleness of the testator. 
He probably died ·within a fe,v ho1irs after signing 
it, aged S7 yea1~s. IIis children ,vere as foUo,,s: 

Ann ,villiams 5, born 1747 {?), married W.i1liam Bell. 
\Villiam Wi!li;;_mss, born July 2, 1751, married ~fargaret 

Widney.". _ 
Mary Williams s, born 1760 (?), married Thomas Armstrong. 
Jane Williams5,_,born 1764, {?), married 'Ihomas Short. 
MathEw 1Villiams :'), born :Pcb. 21, 176S, marridd ~fargaret Bell. 
Elizabeth Williams s, born 1770 (?), died unma.rried[prior to 

1795]. 
On(:\ child, died in infancy. 

. . . 

It is not noi/v certain that the names are ar-
ranged in the exact order of their birth, but it is 
belieYecl that they are. 

John \Villiams-1 had 3S grandchildren, and 134-
great-grandchil<lren. Thus he Yras the progenitor 
of a 1nighty line of descendants, all of whon1. are 
now Jiving in the United States, and n1auy occu
pyint positions of trust and honor. His son, 

'\Y"i1Iia111 Willian1s 5, 

{grandfather of the ,vriter of this account), ,vas 
born at Lappan, July 2, 1754. In his youth he 
recei-.. ... ed a good education and learned the hat
ting trade, as an apprentice to his fc.tther. ..About 
177H he married 1[argaret. ,vidney, of En1yYale, 
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and· Ii ved for sever~l years either at Lappan or 
Ballyclareen, a _ha1n1et close by [see map]. In 
1783 he appears to have been a church~;arden of 
Ty holland pari$h. Three children '"ere born to 
them, all of ,-vhich died in infancy, .the last in 
1784, ,vhile on their ocean voyage to .America.. 
),Ir. \Villiams settled first in C:;t~lisle, Pa., w·he1·e 
he carried-on his trad~, then in Path Valley, Pa.., 
and in 1S03 removed to Charleston, \Vest Virginia., 
and in 1807 to Chillicothe, 0; )lean,vhile tbrec 
sons ancl one daughter were born to him. 

Mrs. :\Iargaret (\Yidnay) 1Villia.ms died at Chil
licothe, Dec. 22, 1813, and he hhnself 9n ~~uguqt 
8, 1815. Ile was a hanqsome man, i11:t~lligentr 
and vivacious· 1n his manners, anci a superior 
,vorkman at his trade. • I-Ie had 7 children, 2S 
grandchildren and 110 gi·eat-grandchildren. 

La Fabrique de Chapea.1n: • . 

The "\Villia.mses, for several generations~ as 
noted abov-e, were hatters hy. occupation, .1ufl 
were all superior "'"orkn1en. They posses~ed 
secrets regarding their craft, ,vith which other 
n1anufactnrers ''""ere not a,cquainted, carefully 
preserved for1n11las of their·guild, and these Yiere 
handed do,vn from father to son for over lftO 
years. Willia.in \Yilliams and his sons also prac
ticed the calling in An1erica, from 178!! to 1S16. 
In the choice and con1bination of materials, in 
the fabrication of the stock, in the dyeing and 
trin1ming! and in the shape ancl style they adopt
ed, the '\Villiamses of the Groves and Lappan ,verc 
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unsurpassed. Their ha.ts gained a reputation in 
all that ·country/ and ,vere always in de~aud. 
Of course they n1ade -all the varieties in vogue in 
those days-the felt hat, the old fashioned bell
crowned fur hat ,vhich every gentle1nan of posi
tion and standing had to ,vear. rrhey also en1-
ployed the best workn1en to aid them. These 
doubtless lived in cottages on the estate, as John 
Willian1s" speaks in his ,vill of his "tenants." 

They were in the habit of going to the a,nnual 
faiTs at Ballinsloe, Connaught., and other places, 
where the best-,vool ,vas sold, and selecting their 
supplies at that time.. 'l'hese fairs "\\-ere the 
places ,vhere they n1a.rketed their ,vares generally,. 
for the selling of goods in stores ,Yas· not at that 
time so usual as at the present day. 'rhe ,,7 i1-
liamses \Yere accuston1ed to visit these fairs ,vith . . 
a good sto_ck of bats, the proc~ucts of the past year"s 
,vork. The usual 111ode of transportation in 
vogue then, ,vas by pack-horses. The ,vares to 
be sold were. packed in panniers. Their fabrics 
ahvays ·went off readily, and they returned with 
their leathern purses stuffed ,vith the yello,v coin 
of the realm. On one occasion. at one of these 
'fair:~, a n1an stepped up t.o John \Villiams and 
said: .aJir. "\Villian1s1 here is a hat. ,vbich I bouQ'ht , ._, 

of you seven years ago. I should like to get 
another as good as that.." Thus, throughout the 
region in ,vhich their operations were carried on, 
he had a high reputation, and 1naintained a, large 
and profitable clientele of custoi-n~rs. 
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The Groves and Ln.JJpa,n-Wh!ch is Older ? 

.· The question, as to whiqh is the older of the 
two ancient seats _of the "\Villiams family, "the. 
Groves,'·' or '·La.ppan," may ,vell claim our atten
tion at this P.bint. Family tradition giYes the 
s~niority to the Groves homestead as the place 
where the Williams ancestors planted then1sel ves 
on coming to Ireland; and I a111 of the_ opinion 
that this is correct, but vV n1. Williams, of Duhiin, 
asserts positively that he ahvays hea1·d that Lap
pan .\vas the. firBt seat of the family, Groves 
house certainly seenis the oldest building, in its 
style and appearance. Just when the Lappan 
_house '.was built, cannot no,v he definitely deter
mined, nor by who111. John Willian1s2 ·who died 
in 17:23, ·was, so the traditions of. old l)eople in the 
neighborhood declare, a resident of the Lappan 
ho1nestead at the ti1ne of bis death. Accepting 
this tradition as correct, I think it is safe to as
su111e that he built it. "\Yhy, ,ve are not no,v in
forn1ed. The curious question would then co1ne 
up, h2.,d John Williams1 any other sons~ who ,vould 
have inherited the ·Grov13s from hi1n, and kept it, 
and passed it do\--;n tb.c line~ John \Villia1ns8 cc1·
ta.inly did live at the Groves (according to the 
pari:-3h register) in 1.72G, and John Willian1s1 w·as· 
born there iu 170S or '14-, but n1ore lately was a 
resident of Lappan, ,\'"hich he certainly occupied 
some years, and died there, in 179.:S. His ~on, 
\Villian1 \Villiams\ \Vas undoubtedly born at Lap
pan in 1754. The latter always declared that the 
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Groves ,va.s the original seat of the fa111ily. The 
only solu.t,ion to the puzzle, Js to a:5§ium~ (,vhich I 
do)" that the local tradition that J ohu \Villia1n~\ 
v;;-ho ".,.as buried in ·Tyhollancl churchyard, '\Yas of 
the Lappan house, js a11 error, and that John Wili
ia.1ns4 was the first one who settled at Lappa.n and 
acquired that property either as · a gift from his 
father or by purchase, and built the old Lappa.n 
house, or at least the n1ore recent structure. ...i\.n
otJ1~r infe1·ence is, that John Y{illian1s3, of the 
Groves, the nP,tura1 heir· of John '\Yilliams2, ·when 
he died> about 1754-, bequeathed the -Groves estate 
to his son ?-.Iathe-\~4, while John.4, for some reason, 
although the elder, ,;vas disinherited, and there
upon went to Lappan, and settled there. - But-as 
John Wi1lia1ns4 ,vas really living at Lappan prior 
to 1754, this somewhat ,veakens that theory. ~-1.t 
any _rate, the Lappan hou~e (i.e. the newer portion 
of it) would date from about the middle of the 1S th· 
century at least. Its ancient appearance no,~\w·ould 
,varrant fixing to it a date certainly as remote as 
that·.· Another theory is, that the .Groves arid 
Lappan estates ,vere formerly one, and divided 
bet,veen the t,vo sons of the fa111ily, J ohn4 and 
~lathe\v'. I am more inclined to accept this sup
position than any other. The t,vo houses are just 
half a· rn.i1~ a.part~ in an air line. Still, presuming 
that the original ·' . .A.dyeuturert. J·ohn 1Villiains1, 
the ffeltmaker, did receive in the original allot
ment of land by Cro1n weU, 250 acres, it could be 
possible that the boundaries o_f said trac.t inch1~ed 
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both the ''Groves" and :lLappan" property. A 
haJf mile squa1·e, as is well kno,v-n, a.mounts to 
.160 acres. · 

The Groves Line. 

·· However this may be, we do kno,v beyond a doubt 
that, about the middle of the 18th century, the 
Willia1uses ,vere inhabiting both the Groves and 
Lappan homesteads, and can·ying on the n1auu
facture of hats and farming. Let us now follow, 
for a mo1nent, the f oi~tunes of the GroYes branch. 

niathew \Villi ams 4, son of John vVillia111s 3 

and -- --, was born at the Groves, perhaps 
about 1730. He. married Anne Smith, of Coote 
Ilill, ·perhaps about 1755.· The latter died liarch 
27, 17S1, aged 44 years. Her tomb is in Tyhollaud 
-churchyard. His body ,vas subsequently buried 
in the same grave. The children of !Iathe,v 4 

.._ 

and A_nne (Smith) "\Vil1ian1s \Yere as follovts: 
Aiexaude!' Wiilams ~, born (a) 1760, married Eiize. Bocock. 
Jolw Williams s, married - - 1 dieJ Jun. 10! 1808. 
William. Williams 5, unmarried, died April 2, 1810. 
Mathew Williams 5, married Mary 'l'hcm.pson. 
Sally Williams s, married '\Voodney Bro~ne. 
iiargaret \Villiams 5, m2!'ried Matthew :Browne. 
Eiizabeth \Villiams 5, <lieu unmarr1ed, by her ov.-u a.ct. 

1Iathe"r Willia1ns4, probably died about the 
close of the 18th century, aged about 70 or 75 
year8. His eldest son, .A..lexander \Villian1s 5

, in 
the natural operation of the la,v of prin1ogeni
ture, sbould have inherited from. him the Groves 
-€state. He was. an industrious and energetic 



~ TRAGIC E,:ENT AT 'I'HE GRO"'{ES. 31 
. -

young 1nan. But in some way, perhaps through 
the infit~nco of relri.ti \°es, j\Iathew Williams4 "tt"as 
induced to bequeath the ·homestead to 1\Iathew·· 
\Villia1ns 5

, a yoringer son. Finding hin1self dis
inherited of ,vha.t he had al~ays deemed "'."as his 
1·ightful pat..irnony, Alexander \Villiams 5 left his 
father's µ.ouse, to fight his own battle ,vith for
tune, ,vith a hea1-t full of bitterness at the sup
po::ed scheming Y1hich had supplanted him in his 
birth-right. Pausing after he left the· old house~ 
in the beautiful alley lined ,vith hawtho~ns, and 
looking around, from that lovely e1ninence, O'\:er 

the fertile paternal acres which had slipped fron1 
his grasp, the natural and excusable feelings of 
his heart overcame him, and he rais~d his hand, 
exclain1ing, :'the curse of God be upon the house." 
\"V"hen I stood and looked at the rnins of tlie old . . . . . 

homestead three-quarters of a century later1 and 
thotight of that imprecation, it a1111ost seemed 
that the ,vilcl and thoughtless prayer of the young 
m~~1i had been answered. But ldexander "\V"illjan1s 
was not of° tha st ti.ff that yields tan1ely to reverses. 
He ,vent to Dublin and became a snccessf ul man, 
raifing a fi~1e far.-tily, Rnd died in is43, uni.Ye:tsally 
-·e·:;;T) ~~!.Cl ,1 l •~i; 1;.;t,;;lvU. 

A TJ~ugic Event at the Groves. 
. . . 

Ordinarily, life in that lovely rural spot, 111ust 
haYe flo\ved on quietly and calmly, unbroken by 
rude shocks. or sudden reverses· of fortune. Gen-, 

orations ,,·ere· born into the old house, and their 
co1J stHl for1ns were in tin1e borne out of it, to 
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the ancient churchyard· at Tyholland. But on~e 
there·oc.cnrred such.a tragedy there, tha.t tradi
tions of it ·are current at this day in the neighbor
hood; Elizabeth Williams 5 was the youngest 
daughter of !Iathew Williams·1 • She was born 
about 17S0, ~.,nd about the beginning of the pres
ent century was · just developing into a lovely 
":O~~nl~ood. She ,vas a charming and affection
ate maiden, H,nd the favorite of the family. She 
had besto,ved _her love, and pron1ised her hand, 
on a suitor in the neighborhood, l)ut for s01ne 
reason not now remembered, she had been disap
poi'nted in her e:s:pectati.ons, and the 1natch ,vas 
broken off. Of a sensitive and tender nature, this 
blighting of her affection affected her very severely 
and r~sulted in melancholy depression and ten1-
porary den1entja. One evening while she ,vas 
setting the table for t~a, the thought of her dis
appoiutn1ent probably agitated her n10Te uncon
trollably than. usual, ancl without saying a word 
to an;ybody, she slipped out of the house, and run
ing to the well a few feet down the slope, thre\Y 
herself in. l1e.r absence was noticed in a short 
tin1e, and ~earch being 1nade, the b9u.y of the un
fortunate girl' TI""as found in the water entirely 
lifeless. r.)_'he sorrow of the fan1ily can better be 
imagined tbr:.n described .. The old w·ell 1/,as filled 
np, and a ne,v one opened a little distance beloYv 
it.. The location of the first one is still to be . .. 
recogn1zea. 
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Further Legencls .. \.bout The Old Groyes Honse . 

.. :\.men1g a people as superstitious as the rural 
population ·of ·1rela.1id . \Yas at that ti1ne, it was 
easy for any foolish story of anything supercat.
ura.l, to gain full credence. -Though they were 
not spiritualists (for '·spititualism~~ "';.as not knO'\VU 

at that thne), yet the si1uple country folk$ readily 
credited any absurd '~ghost story.~~ .... .\.nd this is 
ho,v the rumor spreid, that the ~pirit of the pooi· 
girl whose life had so·. tragically ende_d, canie 
back to visit her for1ner residence. 'fhere ,vere 
strange stories of ghostly visitations at the old 
house. Ho\"\T t,,o young men, sons of ::.rathevr 
"'\Villia1ns\ sleeping in the bedroom at the north 
end of the old house, heard mysterious footsteps 
on the floor. And occasionally heavy- ohjects, 
appa.rently, ·would he thrown on the table and 
.the floor, ,vhich ,vould almost make the timbers 
Yibrate, and shake their bed; hut no traces or 
marks of these demonstrations re1nained at day
light. Yet, thus, little by little~ the legend gre~r 
that the old. manse was haunted. · A.nd when, a 
few years suhseq uentlr~ the '\Villiams clan en
tirely .abandoned .the old hon1esteacl (for t.Iathe,v 
"\Villia1ns5 did not retain possession of it long), it 
,,as difficult to get a tenant to live there, and 
little by little it became 1)ern1aueutly empty! 
then v1as ahandoned to baser uses-a stable
then a desolate ruin. 
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The Groves and Lappan in 1888. 

For many years, the ,vriter of this sketch, had 
resolved to n1ake · a pilgrimage to the Rncient 
homesteads of the family in the county of nlon
aghan, and ascerta:in wha.t facts hQ could, regard
ing the history of the vVil1ian1.ses of !\Ionaghan 
clan. It ,vas not until 18S8, ,vhen I was able to 
~ccomplish this, in connection with a general 
European tour1 at the close of which, in the 
month of September, I visited .Neath and Cadox
ton, vVales~ the ancient Cyru brian home of the 
G,vi1ym tribe, and fro1n thence proceeded to Dub- . 
lin, Ireland, ,vhere (on September 13), I received 
a warm Irish '\Yelcon1e frorn onr cousins \Yil
liamll _ and Jan1es'> Williams, and their fan1ilies. · 
Mr. "\Vm. Williams6, No. 2, Dame St, is a natural
ist by-profession, a; gentlen1an of fine attainments 
and much scientific knowledge, and author of 
valuable treatises on natural history. :Oir. Ja1nes 
VVilliams6 -resides at No. 43, Dan1e St ... Although 
suffering some-\v hat from the i n"firmities of age, 
}Ir. Wm. T{illams6 kindly offered to accompany 
me to the old fa1nily home, and it was fortunate 
that he did so, as his kuow-ledge of the localities, 
and of the family history, were of the very great
est value to me. \Ve arrived at l\.Ionaghan on 
Friday eYening, ·Septerr1ber 14, and ",.ere cordially 
greeted by irr. Robert VVhitla, brotherinla,v of 
Wm. Willian1s6, ,vho took us tn his comfortable 
residence, where his amiable wife, forn1erly .~Iiss 
.A.nne Williams\ and dr1ughter, niaggie~ soon n1a.de 
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their "American cousin" feel perfectly at hon1e~ 
and I passed an evening of delightful social inter-
course with thes,e:excellent. people. · · 

The next morning (September 15), which we 
had planned .to employ in visiting the Gro:-ves and 
La.ppan, was cold and rainy. Cousin \\Tm. Wil
lian1.s6 was faeling too unwell to venture out in 
such """eather, but as my time in Ireland was so 
li111ited! I felt ·that I could not lose an hour. 
VVrapping 1ny~elf up in. 1ny wat.er-proof ulster; I 
a.t once sought a liYery st.able, and hired a "jaunt
ing car/' \'\"ith a smart driver, and a brisk nag, 
·and started off to visit -

Emyva.le, 

.A.n old to1-rn five miles north of :aionagban, where. 
the Widney f~mily lived over _a century ago, and 
where my grandfather, \Villiam ,YiHiams5, wed
ded Margaret Widney just a ·century ago. The 
roads ·\vere splendid, smooth and hard, and wega1-
1oped a.long betlveen the beautiful hedges of haw
t.horn, through rows of century old trees that lined 
the high,vay, past comfortable stone houses, along 
cr-~refully cuJ ti vated fields, and all this through a 
landscape of inco1nparable loveliness. Soon the 
rain ceased and the clouds broke away. W~ 
Teached EmyvaJe.in about an hour. It is a quaint 
old Irish to,vn, b11ilt along the high-ivay for over 
half a mile. _t\.11 the houses are one-story stone 
structures, many of the1n very poor, ,vith thatched 
roof~ and it is certain, from their appearance, that 
not a new house had been built in the to,vn for a 
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-centu.ry, at least. ~l'he people generally seemed 
very-poor. Perhaps the nun1ber of signs that I 
noticed over cloors, '·Licen.~ed to sell spirits;'' -may 
account partly for this. -I went into several 
d,vellings and stores, and wa.s pai_ned at the a p
pearance of poverty and discon1fort e-\-ery,vhere. 
~Iy main object in visiting EmyTale, ·was to get 
some tr,tce of the ,vidney fa.n1ily. To this end, I 
conYersed with several very old people, one, in
deed, who said he could renien1ber back eighty 
years, but I coti.ld find no one ,vho had- heard the 
the naine \Vidney. I enquired of the postinistress 
also, but she asserted that there " ... as no such 
nan1e eYer enquired for at" her· office, so I aban
doned further search, and started off to find the 
rector of Glaslough church, in ,vhich church I felt 
certain that the marriage of Willi~1n \Vil1ian1 s5 

and ~Iargaret Widney must ha-v-e taken place. 
Glaslough itself is a ·,·illage son1e t\zo n1i1es fron1 
Et."'ly-rale, and the residence of the rector i3 on the 
road bet-n-een the t\vo places. As I rode along~ I 
could Yividly picture to myself the scene of. a 
·century and 1uore ago, ,\hen ··Billy "'\Yillia1ns,'' of 
Lappan~ a ha.ndso1}1e young fello,v of about t,Yeri
ty-fi.Ye, dressed in knee breeches, and "'earing 
one of the best hats 1nade in his fa.ther's :::hop 
(perh2ps.1nade by his o,-vn hands), "-alked along 
this san1e highway, through the f1·agrant ha,~
thorn hedges, on Saturday evenings1 on his ,vay 
to court the handsome }Jaggie \Vidney, or to es
cort her to a country ball. We soon reached. 
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Glaslough rectory~ a be:=tntiful villa. e1nbo·wered in 
. an old forest, and I alighted and enquired for the 
1·ector, .Rev. J. Q. Hudson. Unfortunately, he WH,S 

absent iro1n home, so I was baffled in 111y project 
of exa1nining _ ~he . Do:qagh pari~li registers_ of a _ 
century ago. I subsequently found by corres-. 
J)Onding ,vith hi111, that the parish had no regis
ters earlier than 1S36, all prior to that elate hav
been lost or destroyed. vVe were now in the im-

-mediate vicinity . of Cool-Collet-hill, v;,~here ,vas 
the o]cl hon1estea<l of the Anderson family, but I 
did not-have time to visit it, to my great regret. 
- We returned to 1[ouaghan, and the ·weather 
having now becorne ,vann and clear, cousin Will

. iam "\V illiams6 and I, set off after dinner 1n a car, 
to visit 

The Groves and ]Uonagban: 

These- ancient seats of our clan are situated 
about three and one-half n1i]es directly east fro1n 
)Ionaghan, on the gTand highway to .A_rmagh. 
"'\Ve soon passed the Ba1lyclareen river, a strein1 
in which the '\V illian1s boys used to fish, genera.
ti on after generation~ and a few steps beyond, 
hailed an old nati.-re 1naking hay by the road
side, of :whom Wm. 1Villiams6 inquired which ,vas 
the Lappan house. ''Is it th8 ould V{illian1s house 
ye l,a.nt f' said the rustic. '~Its yon,'~ pointing to a 
structui·e on an en1inence near by. This was, for 
us, an intere~ting incident. The "\Villiams fa1nily 
had not occ.upied either of their old hon1estead:3 
in this locality for over a half century, ar..d yet 
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' 

here was a locaI .tradition calling the old houses 
hy the names of their ancient proprietors. Thus 
tenacious of life a.re local traditio:osin that region. 

On 1~eaching the top of the hill, ,v-e saw. the 
Lappan house on our left, up a long lane, and 
the ruins of the Gro-\""es house, plainly in sight, 
half a mile distant~ on an e111ine~1ce, across a lo-w 
vall~y. vV e deter1nined . to visit this first, and 
drove thither. Just as ,ve turned off from the 
high·w-a.y into the hawthorn-hedged lane that led 
to the old ancestral n1anse, we ,vere fortunate 
enough to n1eet a clever farmer who lived close 
by, ~fr. Samuel Gilliland, who greeted us politely 
and asked us if ,ve were· W illiamses ~ On reply
ing '·yes," he said he ha.d suspected it fro1u our 
l)ersonal appearance, and that the idea came to 
him who ,-ve were, a:nd our object, when he saw 
our car approaching the old place. He "~as very 
glad to see us, and offered to sb.o,v us the Groves 
house~ or what ren1ains of it, ·with which he had 
been familiar since childhood, and it "--as lucky 
for us that we n1et him as ,ve did, as he gave 1ne 
111uch verv Ya1uable and interesting infonnation. 

~ ~ 

The Old "Groves" House • 

.lts I disn1ounted fron1 the car, at the site of the 
old house, on the snn1mit of the en1inence, a pain
ful feeling came over n1e, as I sa ,v its ruinous 
condition. I ·would have given a large su1u to 
have seen it as it was when v;hole and in good 
order, such as our ancestors inhabited a century 
or tv.:"o ago. 
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Still. enough of its ,valls remain. to show what 
• 4, .. , 

it was, and its arrangement and appearance. I\Ir. 
Gilliland kindly explained to 1ne the j nterior 
arrangement and appearance, as he had been in 
it hundreds of times when a boy, and ren1em-

1HE .. GROVES 

bered nea1·ly all the partici1lar.3 regarding it. 
"'\Vith his aid, and my own measurements, I drew 
a plan of the house, which he pronounced correct . 
.I also made ·a pencil sketch of the ruins, which 
is herein copied by the photo engra.ving · process. 
The house ,vas probably 40 feet front, and 24 
deep. It was ,vell and thoroughly built of hewn 
stone, and ha,d been stuccoed both outside and in
side. It was 1 l stories high, and had (as do all 
the houses in that region), a thatched Foof. 1\Ir. 
Gilliland say.s it ·was a ''"'ell finished and comfort
able residence and looked very neat on the out
side. To the north of the main house, was an ad
dition quite spacious in size, one story in height, 
,vhich, I have no dou ht, \vas used for the hat 
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shop. Still north of this, down the slope, a little, 
and· detached from the house, ,vas a large barn, 
built of stone, 1vhich is still standing in good con-

) 
LJ 

dition. Vim. WilliaP...1.~6 asserts that his grand
father, )Iathew' \Villiams\ built this. rrhe sec-
ond floor of this barn, ,vhen not occupied by 
grain, or other products~ ,vas used for a ball roon.1, 
and vras 1:-ery suitable for that purpose. Here 
the country beaux and belles used to tread the 
rustic dances, set in 1notion by so11..:1e rural fiddlers, 
and the rafters of the old structure have doubt• 
less resounded manv a time ,vith the musical . v 

laughter of the buxo1n Irish lasses, and their 
bra"f\""ny laddies. · 

A<lo,Yn the slope, to-v-,ard the west~ a fevv feet., 
was once the ill-fated well in which Elizahetb 
'\ViUia111s5 ended hc:r young life. Fruit trees ,vere 
scattered around the house, and along the front 
,vall of the yard. Farther on, ,-ras the vegetable 
garden. The mair .. cultivated fields, ,,ere on the 
east side of the lane. "\Vest of the house, in the 
valley, ''""'as an irr1mense peat bog, over a mile 



long, in ·which the fa1nily got their fuel for over a 
century. It is no,v, exhau~tell, and turned iuto a 
111eadow, carpeted with bright verdure. 

The GroYes house stands on a lovely e1ninence. 
The na1ne Jionaghan is $aid to signify, "the little 
hills/' and this describe::; the appearaµce -of the 
country-a succe3sion of undulations cis far as the 
eye can reach. Standing on the ground by the 
Gro-\"es house, one can see fayo or three miles in 
every direction~ a most loYely panoran1a of green 
fields~ cu1tivated patches, just- then ye1lo,.v for the 
ha1Test, with lines of deep green hedges aT9und 
the fields. stone vralls, clrnnps of trees and ·white
washed stone cottages. I hav-e nff'/er laid eyes 
on a. 1nore charrning landscape. The sight of the 
o1<l ho111e3tc~ac1 re\-i ved ~0~11e interesting- ren1ini.s-...., 

eencc~ in \\'illian1 ·yvillia1ns, about the fan1ilfs 
life there, that I wish I httd roorn to insert in this 
sketch. One incident sho,Ys how attaehed. the 
farniJ.y Yrere to the old place. 1Villiarn '\Yillicuns 
was once returning to the GroYes ·with Sallie 
(Williaras) Drowne, ,·cho had been ah:::,cnt from 
hon1e sometime. On reaching the ha,Ythorn 
hedge thnt bo:!:<lered the oid lane~ and rec1ignizing 
th•.:! oid roof-tree, she ,.-rns so o-.-ercon.1e by the 
1ne1nories of her happy days of cbildhood con
nsctccl with the familiar snot. tlw.t. she bur~t into 

.L . 

tears. 
The soil of the Grove~ neighborhood is as rich 
, 1 ·• 1 l - 'l ann pro( net1Ye as any J. eYer sa ,v any"'s nere. l ,v1sn 

some descendant of the family ,vould purchase 
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tbe prope!·ty~ "\Yhich is.now for sale, and rebuild 
the old house, as a n1e1noria.l to our ancestors. 

_..\. Yisit to La1>pa11 • 

.. A .. fter lingering around the old place as long as 
we could, ,ve bade good bye to neighbor Gilliland, 
and mounted our caT, to pa.y a visit to Lappan. 
In order to sho"\"\'" the . relative position of the 
GroYes and Lappan, I giYc here a n1np, copied 
fro1n the Ordnance Survey of Great Brita in . 

... 
J 

j 
-l 
I 
{ 

In a fe,v 11101nents ,ve were driving n p the hedge ... 1 
lane of the Lappan e2tatc. l\lr. James Hughes, 
the Present tenant of the farm. advanced to n1e0t 

.£. • I • 

us. He had already suspected ·who ,ve ,vere aod 
-our purpose, and ,vb.en ,:ve alighted remarked: '"I 
t11in k your names are "\Villian1sr: Guided by 
hiin, ,ve con1n1enced an inspection of the pren1i
ses, to n1e ct n10:-:t interesting spot. '\Ye appeared 
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to approach the old house in the rear: a £act '\\'"hich 
~Ir. I-f nghes explaiueJ by stating that the house 
had once fronted to the east OU a roa(hYay that 
then ran north and south on the other side of it, 
bnt ,vhich_ had since been closed up and \Yas 
no,;v cnlti,·ated £"round. On mY Ordinance sur-...... ~ 

·vey n1ap: dated 1S36, I find that the road did 
then run east of the house, as he said. 

The house, like all those in· this ·:region, wa~ of 
stone, a story and a half high, and co·vered ,,·ith 
.a thatched roof. It ,vas stuccoed on the outside, 
and brilliantly \Yhite·washed. It ,-ras a neat look
ing residence oubYardly, but sho-,-red 1narks of 
antiquity. It ,vas probably 50 feet front, -antl 2-! 
-deep. 

I entered this Yenerable house of our ancestors 
through the lo,v c1oor\'fay, vvith fee1ings such as 
bec::uue the occasion, and sat <lo,vn in the 1nain 
fan1ily room. Inside it -vras poorly lighted~ and 
the rafters and ceiling above ,vere absolutely 

. ~ .._., .. 
€:bonized by_ the srnoke fron1 the fireplace where 
peat had heen burned for 150 years, and by lamp 
sn1oke, etc. A ·won1an ·was leaning oYer the fire
l)lace~ ,~oo1~ing, prohab1y~-a ,von1an ·with son1e 
traces of intelligence an<l beauty, iJut shovving 
tbe 1narks of hard ,vork and hopeless poverty. 
rrh2re ,vas nu \"\°OOden floor in tlie entire house~ 
.and perhaps there never had been one. The floor 
Vlas paved "'-ith stoTJe and brick, n.nd it appeared 
Ye.ry· old and n1uch ,Yorn. It ".,.as undoubtedlv 

~ ~ 

the one ,vhic:h \\'US put do,vn when the house vras 
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built. .. A .. n old staircase. u·ot enclosed~ ran fron1 
the rear of the .roou1, to the attic above. It looked 
more ancient than ansthing else; the oakcu 
planks see111ecl 1Yorn holloYv by the f oat.steps of 
a centurv and a half. The ,,-alls were roughlz ..., '--" ,._ 

plasfered~ and had been white once. 1ihe door3 
and their fran1es, the ,Yindo·ws and 1-rindo--.v frame~, 
,vere all Yerv old and battered. and shovi,-ecl the 

~ . 

marks of wear and ti111e. There 11:--ere two quite 
large a partn1ents in the house, and tv.-o Sll'."1aller 
ones. Accon1panying is a pian: 

Running at right angles to ·the house, "as a 
rough stone structure, used no·w as a stable. It 
may haxe once been the hatting shop. but "\ V rn. 
\VilliRn1s thinks thi.~ ,vas the original dwelling of 
the fari:1ily, anLl that the other 1uilt.ling \'r~t~ 

erected subsequently. "\Ve cannot fix the date o:· 
eithe1· defi.nite1y. In hjs ,vill (179,j) .Juhn \\;i1Ji~un::~ 1 

evidently refers to it as the ,:co,v h01..1:::e/~ ,-rb.ich 1 ... . .- ~ . 

think it ahYays ·was. .A. stone ,val] ran in front of 
this, the ancient enclosure along the line of the 
once road, above referred to. In front of this tl11.:: 
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gronnd slopes off to the east,vard, to"""a.rds the 
peat hog_ n1entioned in the ·,vill of John \Vi1li.a1n~~ 
,-vho died in the Lappan house in 1795. 'l'he peat 
has long ago all been cut off fron1 it, and it is 
nov.'" 1neadow· land. It i~ underlaid by a splendid 
bed of n1a.r1! from which the best quality of bricks 
are 110\-V- n1ade. 

~Ir. IIughes is an industrious and intelligent 
1nan1 but speaks of hi8 condition and prospects 
very d_espondingly. He says he has to \\""Ork very 
hard, early a1-id late, for a -very poor living; and 
cannot get ahead. lie pays £13 a year rent for 
hi.s land~ of ,vhich he h.as ten acres. This, he 
says, is the general concli·cion of all the sn1a1l Irish 
far.mers. The land he rents no1v belongs to the .... 
Coote Estate, descendants of the Earl of Bello-
n1ont _ at. Coote Hill, County Ct~Ya.n. 'l'he land1 

ho,Yever, is very rieh and productive. 
I reu-Jained at La..ppan, ,valkingabout, and care

fully exa1nining jt, until eyening, '\Yhe~1 the hour 
ca111e to return to the city. I left thi;3 intere~ting 
neighborhood, the Groves and Lrrppa.n, ·with n1uch 
r0gret, and ·with 1nany en1otions as I thought of 
their past, and the fortunes of the farnily identi
fied with then1. I hope to see the1n again. 

So1ne llii--torical S otes on Ancient .:\Ionaghan. 

The region in ,y·hich ~Ionaghan is included, was 
the ho1ne of the Irish tribes since ·re111ote ages. 
In the "allotinent ot 1591" the Groves fell to 
'roole }IcG il<l uffe i\f ac)lahon~ and Lapp an to Con 
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o~Clerian. After the conquest of Ireland by· 
Cro1n,vell, 164~. the country ~tns re:tpportioned . 
. An ancient 111ap of Ulster, fully 300 year~ old, 
with letter press description in Latin, gives the 
follo,ving account of )Ionagban: 

.. 
Erno lacni ad orientem praetenditur Mouaghan, Comitatus co!-

libus. ad.itus, sylds vestitus, sed nullo notus oppido, nisi )Ior.
aghan, quod noruen nnh-erso ngro imperliit, iliT"iclitur in quiuque 
baronias, etc. 

Sklrting LakeErnt.s on the e:1st iies )Ionaghan, hilly, e!e\'a:ed, 
covered with forests~ marked by no town except )1onagban. "hic:h 
name js sha:reJ by tb~ whole region. It is di·dded into frre baron
ies, et~. 

'·The Groves~' 1n ust ha Ye been so called fi·on1 
the ancient forests l,hich once covered that nei~h-...., 

borhood, and are spoken of in the foregoing ex-
tract and by other early ,vriters~ as very hea YY 
and extensive. l\othing remains of them 110-w. 

The word ';Lappan/' says Evelyn Philip Shirley 
in his history of :Jiouaghan county, signifies~ iD 
the Irish tongue, '·a littl6 pa.,v." The name is 
e-riclentli.-- a vet·v ancient oue . ., .., 

.According to the Ordinance Sur\"·ey, Lappan 
no1v has 102 ~cres, and the Gro-ves (lower) 117. 
The GroYes (upper), I a.n1 told by a perso~ resid
ing there, ,Ya~ once part of the po~sessions o.C the 
"\Vil1ia1ns fan1ilv. and n1ust ha1;-e been so1d bv 

w , • 

the1n a long tiine ago, as the ch~:-clJing house· on 
it, occupied by a. Jirs. Patten, seen,s very old. 
This is son1e ouartcr of a n1i1e south of the old 

~ 

Groves house. 
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A Yh:it t-0 Tyhollan(l Church. 

The next. day (Sept. lG) was the Sabbath. and I 
resolved to pay a visit to rryholland church, to, 
see that ·venerable structure, in which our an
cestors worshipped for over ) 50 years, and in the 
yard of which, I -had reason to believe, some of 
the.m vvere buried.* Cousin !tiaggie Whitla 7 kindly 
offered to acco1upa.ny n1e, and engaging a car, ,ve 
reached Tyhol1and church a few minutes before 
the time for service, 12 o'clock. The day ,Yas a.. 
love'lv one .. ., 

I ·went .~t once to the 1)urial . ground, accon1pa-
nied by ·1Iiss "\Vhitla, and con1r.o.enced my search,. 
a.lthongh the bell for service ,vas even then ring
ing. I found, without delay, the tomb of i\frs. 
Anne Willian1s, since we kne,v where it \\.,.as. I 
th~n continued my investigations. After reading 
the inscriptions 011 a. nurnher of grave stones, I 
noticed one very ancient. looking one, lying flat~ 
and covered '\'\,.ith dirt, n1oss, grass, etc. I scraped_ 
so1ne of this n.r{ay with n1y foot, and read the 
letters W IL. This rna<le 1ne believe I had found 
that of one of our fa1nily, and I at once eagerly 
began to pry it. up and scrape off the dirt f ron1 it. 
· Just then t.he church be11 ceased to toll, and I 

,vas co1npellctl to suspend 1ny sec:> ... rch and. go in to 
service. "\Ve asked ol'.le of the vestrvn1en if he ... 
could ~hq,v us into the old pe-w kuovvn as the 

""T:;·ho::J.~nd i:,:; a ,·r:!:y ancient locality. It=:; :name dat1:s b2.ck tc 1S0•3, when it 
was calfod T~ch-t!rn.lain, er Tecb-tafam, ••House of Talur..," fllb..~equently spelled 
T~hillan, and now T;,·Lvlkntl. St. Pr.trir:k is ;;a.iJ to ha,t, fon,..,_d""J th~ orii::,,iua.l 
church~ The 1,re!or:'::.!l Ln.il'.Hng (on. foe site of tb.e ancient c,ne; is obvut 2i)O 
ye::.rs old. 



4S HISTQHY OF '.i'IIE WlLLU .. ?.IS F.!..'.\!ILY. 
, 

';"\ViUian1s pe,v;' ·\,-hich he did. 1'he fa.n1ily 
undoubtedly \Yor~hipped in thi$ pe,v over a cen
tury.- The interior of Tyhollai1d church i~ quite 
plain, but there is a n1ove1nent on foot to restore 
it. The pe-\vs are the old fashioned square 011es. 
,vhere a, _part of· the audience sit w"ith the1r hacli: 
to the desk. The backs of the pe"-s ,vere straight. 
the seats uncushione<l: and 11ot very con1fortable 
or eas:r. I re.111en1bere-d u1v- own dreary hc.n.n·s 

~ . ~ ~ 

,vhen a child, st:atec1 on. like hene.hes, and rega.rd-
ing it all as a sort of punishn1ent, and thonght, 
""ith s_yrnpathy~ of the Y{illia1ns boys of Lapp~n1 
and Groves, ,vith their little feet sv1inging se•n::ral 
inches from the floor, seated weariso111ely -on 
these sa1ne b_enches, and trying hard to keep stiH. 
But it did not giYe them a hatred to religion, as 
they all became good Christians, in ti1ne. 

\Yhen the services "\Tero closed, I sought the 
rector, ReY. Ja1nes \Vilson, vvhon1 I found to he a 
-very courteous and affable gentle1nan. I told hin1 
1ny errand to Tyholland, and he a3sured rue he 
,vou1d r.id me in any ,vay he could. 1-le, accon1-
paniecl by his ,vife and t\vo sons, went vrith 1ue to 
the o1cl stone I had fonnJ in the yard, and I ,Yent 
to ,York on it again. ~.id.cd by the sexton, \\·110 
brought. a broon1 and a pail of ,vat er, ,vith w hi eh 
,Ye cleau2ecl the s11rface of the stone. Quite a 
group gathered around, n1uch interested in the 
proceediugs. ...<'\.t length I ,vas able to read the in
scription on it as follo"".s: 
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HERE L YETH THE 
80D!' O!= IOHN 

1/w'tL.UM/S WHO D.::PA 
. RTED THiS [..;FE FE2VARY 

THE i.;.TH ; 723 AGED 70 YEARS. 

49 

I felt a great joy ,y.hen I had deciphered tbis, as 
it cou-,inced me that I was on the ria-ht track . ._, . 

and I had no,v got a definite clue, after all n1y 
onUay anJ trouble. I ,,as not able, however, to 
continue my researche.s then, as the hour ,vn .. s al
ready late. V{e accepted the kind inYita.tion of 
)Ir. and 3IrB. '\Vilson to accon1pany them to the 
rectory a Jev:r steps di.~tc_nt, "~here ,ze partook of 
reh:eshrnents, and then returned to the city on 
foot. Th:lt e,-ening- I left for Belfast ,v·here I \Va.s 

~ 

hospitablv entertained bv Dr .. ,Vi1liam ,vhitla7 
., ~ 

and his ,vife, a.nd the next day returned to Dub
lin, en ron.te for Qnecuston-n, ,vherc l ,;v-as to en1-
bark on the stea 111 er. 

Believing thf1.t there \YeTe other old ton1bstones 
<.., . 

of the earlier men1bers of cur fiuniiy st.ill to be 
fonnd at Tyho1land, I en1isted Dr. \Vj11iam "'\Vhit-
1~--7", of Belfast: in the project to have the place 
thoroughly exan1h1ecl. I-le cau:3ecl this to. be done 
soon after, hy a '50rnpetent person 1 l.>nt no more 
to1nbstoues of our fo..rnil ._- --..vere found. This ,vas 

. " 
somewhat of a dbappointment to me, a::i I "\Vas 
cerLjn that more 1,-r_;~1].J be Jis0o'i.·ered, vd1ich 
vvould gi,--e us Yaluahle r~1.cts and dates .. StiJl, 
the decayed co11d1tion of the ton1rJstone of John 
V{illiams~ that I found, leads me to believe that 
the others n1ay ha YO crur.u bled to pieces. 



The "\YiHia.m.ses a-s Cllurclunen, 

Fro1n the vestry book of Tyholland Parish, 
"-hich records reach back to the year 1712, we 
lea1·n that the "\Yillian1ses were all devoted meru
bers of the Established Church, a11d that several 
of then1 held offices in the Parish during 1noi·e ...., 

than a century of its history. Re,. James \Vil-
son, Rector, has copied for n1e a, number of ex
tracts fron1 the old vestry book~ which are Yery 
valuable to ns. as giving n1nch· light on tbe his
tory of the hnnily. John \Yil1i~n1s, "of Gravest 
appea1~s to ha\e been elected Church ·warden at 
·various times, fro1n 1721 to 177t and n1ost proba
bly ser·ved continuously dnri11g all that period. 
The 1ninutes which refer to hin1 as such, are dated 
Jan. 2, 1721; Apr.12, 1726: Apr. 5, 1743: ~Jar. 27, 
1751; Apr. 15~ 1754; Apr. IO~ 1770, and Oct. 1, 1771. 
I n1ust confess that I am son1e-\Yhat puzzled to dc
tern1ine whether it is the sa1ue John "\YilEa1.ns, or 
not~ that is referred to in all these entries. I had 
started out on the theory that it ·was John "\Yill
ian1s3, "of GroYes/' born in 1675 (perhaps) and~ 
who in 1721, when he is first noted as n, Uhurch 
,\-arden, ,Yould ha ·ve he.en 4G years old. But the 
first entry noted, may relate to John Wil1ian1s2, 
·who did not die until Feb. 14~ 1723. It could not 
-e:erhtinly !Jave 1-H.JCll Juhn\ because he was not 
born until l,OS (so111e account~ say 171..1-). Iu t.v;(> 
.entries: the per~on referred to 15 ten11ecl ;·.John 
TTT1·111·· 11-c-o r f r·r-- ~¥("\"• 

1' rrn1c:>:::e '"'l'C 011 !:l)!' IC) 1 -:.){~ \\ <L J.~. u ,, ~U ~ • ..,~. 11. . ...,..., u. ..:l... • -, 1, .... v, 

and on Apr. 1;.,~ 1704. Dut we ha\?e been led to 
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believe that John "\Villia1ns3 died about 17:10. Yet 
it may haxe been he vd10 js noted on the records 

1 . ~ -- ' ,. , 1 1 • ... l. ·1 e,en as ate as 1 iu'±; tor. ne 1nay 1a.ve 11Yeu nntJ 
after that date. It ·could i1ot certainl Y ha\~e been ., 

John3, v;ho vtas the Church ,-varden in 1771; no 
residence of this one is n1cnt.ioucd ou the records. 
I an1 rather inc.lined to believe that thi.s latter 
,vas John\ ,vho at that date (1771) had become 
t1H3 proprietor of Lappan~ and ,vho died there in 
1795, a·na ,vhose ,vill is giYen in a pre\~ious portion 
of this \York. The other entries in the Tyholland 
Parish Record. are rrs follo\vs: 

Apr.15, 1754:/\Villiam Bell, (son-in-hnv of John "\Villiams-t) men
tioned as v·eEtryman. 

Ap!:', 1G, 17;39, w~.1ter Bell, mentioned as Church warden, and 
Mathew \V1lliams as a ,estrym:m. 

Apr. 1G, 1770, .John \\'il!iarus, mentioned as Church ,varden. 
Oct. 1, 1771, John. "\villiams, mentioned as Church warden, and 

Mathew ,villi.am::, a5 a ,.?Stryman. 
· :\pr. 21, 1,S:3, · \Ym. Williams, o:: Bally Clareen,* as Church 

warden. 
Ap:::-. 6, 1793, _.\lexa.nder Willinms, of Groves, Church ward.en. 
Nov. 27, 182-1, ::i.Iatho,v Viilliams, signs as an oEfic~r. 

Thus it ·yvill he seen, that for over a century, 
the heads of the various fan1ilie.s of ·,rillia.n1s, in 
Tyholland Ptlrish, during three generations, if not 
four, were prorninent a~ Chureh otncers in that 
Pari::-;b. Only iueu '\Yell to do, living under the 
tongue of good repute: and leading blcimeless 
1 n-es, ,vere cho:.:.en to those offices. l regret' that 
their descendants did not 1note zenerallv adhere . ~ ~ 

to the Church of their ancestor~. 1Io~t vf them 
have gone after strange Gotl2.. I think that the 

•Bally C!ar::?~D is a h:.::.:::il,:it about cne-th.ird mil2' son.th of Lspra:1. 
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Rieh1nond, Ya., \'lilliarnses are about tue only 
farnilie~ ,Yho hc .. tve follo\Yed the faith of their 
father$~ auct·,\-e should hono1· th:en1 tor jt. 

It is gratifying to know: that our ancestors ,,~ere 
devout and pious people. The influence of hered
ity is Yer.r po,verful. '~B.Jn sang ne peut menlir.:• 
Good progenitors generally have good descend
ants, and their best traits are thus perpetuated 
fro1n generation to generation. A.ll the \1/il
lian1ses tha.t I ha Ye ever heard of, are religious 
people, 1nany of the1n intensel}? so. I do not be
lieye tl:at there is a skeptic or atheist in the en
tire-sept~ or ever ,,as. 

Sontc Ethnological Xotes. 

During their residence in Ireland of ahout a 
century, (or n10re~ in son1e ljnest the '\Yi}1ian:12es 
do not see1n to ha,e inter1narr1ed ,vith the nati-.-e 
race, at. a]L This ~nay have been largely owing 
to· differences in religiou~ nationality, ·or social 
position. 

The "\Vilsons \Yere Scotch; Hall .. is a Scotch 
na.n1e, (also "\V cL-:;h). rrhe \\~idneys ,.sere of 11ol-
1andi3h de.~cent .. Bell i~ Scotch, and. so is Ann
··t1•n.·1,- \1,-lc,·~0 11 Joh 11··.L.rl1 'Ic\ll1·~t·~1· :\.r-,nl11 :: . ~ .... ,Li::;: .:;.. 1.t.,v1..:: .... "-, "-· ~L-:-:-LU .. ~ ~J •: _ ~ e , ........ t.1\...· ~J-

lough~ Bro,,,-ne, Ca1upbell, Liu n, Gonlon. and. otj1er 
fan.1ilic2, noted herein~ ,yho b.~1.ve 1narried ,vith the 
"\Yi11ian1s Clan. So that the \Villian1s Farni1y 
,vou]d appear to be ahno:::t entirely and purely 
YY elsh-Scotc h~ in blood. Their gen.en~ l phy3iea1 
chara<:teristics and ten1pen:unents also indicate 
Ce.ltie ( Cy,nbrian) Origin. 
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I h .. 1Te no,v traced tl:e hi:-stor\· o( our fan1il v for 
•• V 

nearly 300 year:::-J out o( their ancient d welli ug 
place rnnong the n1ou11tains of \Vales~ into the 

d 1 f ,. 1 .. ~ t' ,., Yer ant s opes o 1rc-1::t!.h'.l, ancl ncnce, aner a cen-
t,.H"y ·s tarrfing, to thr~t grandest and 1nost favored 
Of ... t 111 •'.) ud·,;:: ,\111n,,: c··· .a. < .1. - c ~ ..._,' .. . '--..... J <.l • 

I regret that 1ny ti1ne "\"\" hile in Ireland y.;as so 
linnted. ::\I-v i-eturn ocean 11as:~:.1u-e had. been en-

L ~ ~ 

gaged, and I "Tas obliged to sail on Septen1bcr 1 Uth. 
There are tJther records in Irehu1d. of vd10:3e ex

isteueo I dJd not k;arn until I ,;·,~:; n.b()nt to 1e.J:re, 
,vhich ,;yould nndo11btedl3- gi-re us 1nany Yaluable 
facts of fan1i]y hi::-tnr,r. · I hope that son1e younger 
1nen1ber of our tri,Je ,v-ill pur:Sne the iu-restiga
tions. along the lines I ha --;-e indicated. 

, '-' 

'1111e ,·dJ· , 0 1'c•=-- of --: 1~" f'-"11''1° 1
1,:T ll,)•~1 '''},•-·1·=p+--·, "1' 11 '·1-J. (. .... ._"-' .1 ·v ._ .... ~..,,-..· ""'-' 1.i. ..,'t _.._ ... ul . ._'- l '-'~ ,., 1- "-

,- e,1•-· -.1''' 11l a·· 1eJJc 0 1·~ 'l\_1· 1 1-. "(iOfl,. 1·e·o1··1 •: ;,l .r•ll))-1-> , ~> :::, t'-: - , :::S .!. .LL'-- ::,, , J.:::,, .,vc,lt~. C· U~ 1. 1.:".._. 
., 1 .. 1 . .... l. l , , 1 11r )lU es~ ete., was anod1::T cau:--:e --..v 11e.1 a-i:.t•ICCL 
111uch to my ]D.bor:3, 2nd to their unfruitfu1nc~s. 
X or:.e of the brc1.nc lies of our fan11ly seen1 to ·ha Ye 
any of these record.--:; Yrhieh rench bo..ck any di~
b.1ncc, and the lo.ss of all the olc1ost pai-ish regis
ters has destroyed -,.-aluable data. of that kind. 

Conelu~ton. 

I no-ff lea ,c to son1e· other hands the con1ple
t:;.0n of our ~·enea1o~i1:(.ll hi::.:tory. I ti·u:::t that 
SOD18 0118, \Yilh an1pl

0e lUCa!J.S anfl leisure~ and a 

genuine fon.Jness for the ,\·ork: i.yiJi take it up 
and co1nplete the tree, collecting the 11<:une of 
Ay,:-.,·1· ner~o11 ,-v-ho ,·,11 l tnt,··e 111..: nr l1 er lin.0~1()·.::. -• - ..,,. ,._' .J: . ,.,. I - _ ./ ...... L ..,. ' -• _. • •_. ...... .j V • e "J 

baci-:. to '"John \Villian1s~ ilelt-n1aker." It ,vill re-
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quire so1ue Yery patient . person,. too, as he ,Yill 
find a dis,~ouragiug iudifferenreon the part of 1nany 
to ·wbo1n he applies for tacts. 1Iany letters 
which J wrote to n1e1.nbers of the fa1111ly for in
formation: did not receiYe the courte~y of an 
ackno\vlec1gtneut.. But I trust that the publication 
of this brochure 1uay tend to iDcrease the inter
est in the :frnnilv. re£!arc1ing frs historz. One ... , "> ~ .,,: 

other point that I ·wish to a1lude to is the in1por-
ta.nce of keeping in eYery frunily son1e accurat3 
recorcls of births, n1arriar!es and deaths. Son1e • t __ 

families to ,Yho1n I sent for information, had no 
w·:ritten recol'dS of this kind. whateYer, and "\Yere 
con1pelled to guess at dates. .A. good plan to 
accon1p1ish this registry, would be, for persons 
receiYinQ' this Yolnn1e to ha Ye it bonnet adding to - . . . ~ 

it a 1n1!nber of lea\-es of ,,-riting papcl'. on which 
to Tecord suc:-h genealogical facts as they deen1 
val uuble for preser\·atio:i. 

In order to aid in such a comn-1.endable vv-ork~ 
and to gi_Ye each 1nernber of the fa1nily now liY
ing a clue to connect his descent back to the 
ea,rliest l;::nG'-YH p!·ogenitors of the farnily, I appenil 
a pe<ligree, not cornp1ete in a1l porLious, and <111.ly 
iflcluclin2 the first seYen r.£enerations, but which ~- ._ 

will} ncY1:-rtheiess, be found use~ul,_ as it is the 
first tin1e our fa111ily reconl has been put into 
print. 

It is a1-ran2ed in the forn.1 and stvle now use<l 
~ ~ 

by the. n10~:t ski1}ed genealogists, and is Yery 
• 1 1 -1 1 .L l rn 1 . 1 l s1n1p1e a U(1 eas1 y unr:tersLoor _ 1 o na vc ext enc ec1 
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it through the ~ighth aud ninth generations (and 
possibly the tenth: has now· begun to appear on 
the stage, at. least on this side of the ,v.a.ter), 
,vould have delayed this publication too long. 
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Called the •·ffeltm,i_ker.'' Born in· Giamor;;.1r;shire. Wales, ah-:)"":.lt, 
11300. Emi,;rat(•<l to Ire1r,.r.d about 1C49 Rud sdt1ed at ;;the G:o·,:>s, 
:?\Io~r,gb~n Cora;.ty, H333. Date of Jen.th, and namt, of v;ifo, :m
kJJown. 

S:m of fore;.soing, (b1.1t m,1y h,n-e bre1..1 a grc::cdsc,n). B•)rn, rr~-b
ahly at .the (,.rovE-s, 1C33. D~ed, do, l<"'eb. 14, 3723, Ili:3 tomh~toua 
is in Tyholhu,l church yarJ. Bo i: 1)uk part in the Siege of Lon
donderry. Kame of -.;,;ifo: n1:..kuo·,,.-D. 

Son of forego!ng. Bo:rn nt t;_;_,e. Groves about ] G.30. Died, do, 
about 1,55. Sm:~.e of "1fe uub::.f;\';;J. Re had fo-:.ir sons and th·t2-
daughters. Tho. n:~m~s or i:he latter me unknon,--n. 
,...-ere: 

Hi.s ;,01.::..s 

1. Wi1lia:m \\.,illi;,;.~ns~. Emigra!.ed t-) .Xorth Carolina, and 
dieJ single. 

11. Hem·;· '\Villiar:-.1;;-~. E!lligrn:ed to ~orfo Can)~inn, and died 
si:c;;}r:,, 

4. iii. Jul1n V.il~ia1u3-i_ BtJf!1 attl!t.~f.;~;:rr~~s,Dee. l}: 1703~1~'"1.-t:} 
Died at Lrtppan~ ?,larch, 179,"5. 

5. iv. Mr-the':\· \\;-"illiar..J..S·~. ]~o:r11 -~:t the Gro""rcs, r- .l72tJ. J::-=:.1 

4. JcJ;n l~·i!Ham~~. 

SoD of John \Yil1i;-~~}:::::. B-:,i:-n ri.t ths G::-o,c:.:: D•~-:. 11., 1703 [171-4::J 
Dit"',,1 n.t I ... '.,;-,pr1r1 ~-fa:rch. 178?i. Hi:~ 1'.-iil i6 or.i. re,:>i)rd in Di.::,:in. 
~-Iarrir.~d.]. s~.r&~ IIc.ll; 2.· J::~izr:.~tt~ -----! [ti)r1·_1--1~J. issue~ 1::-t };is 
first \,.if~: 

G. 1. Ar.n WilEEn-.si, b. 1717. ).farr:ed \V'm. B,:,.ll. 
7. E. ,Vi!Iir.m \ViI:;ams \ i; .. Jnl:- 2: l,5-i. :,fon-led :,1,:~2-i\"d 

:'-Inrg,~.rct ·\\'"ic1n~y .. 
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THE LI::SEAG E Or' '\rILLLt:)fS. ~ry 
t.>, 

iii. Afory \"\""illiams 3 , b. l'iGO. :Married Thomas Arm-
str\.1J.1g-. 

1l iv. Jano ,Yillfo.rus:;, b. 116:!-, · ~IurieJ Thomas Short.· 
JO v. 1.fo.the-w '\V'illrnms , b. Feb. 20; 17GS~ ~farried )far-· 

gn.ret Bell. 
vi. Eliz:..1beth \V11liams s, b. 1770. Died unmarrit::d. 

. . 
a. :Uathcw '\';'UUru11.s~4 

Son of Jol;m Willim:1ss, and------- Born at tb.a GroY~s 
sbout l'iiD. Died at ~ame pince about 1798. )fa~ried Ann 
Smith, and b:1d i5~ 11e: 
11. i. Alexa:1J,:3r Vli11iarus~-, b. ?.bout 1760. J\I:-ir.ried. Eliza 

Boco~k 
1~. 11. .Joh;1 "0:iIIici.ms=-, of Coote Hill. ?\Iarried 

iii. 
13. iv. 

LL v. 

15. TI. 

Vll. 

Dil~o a~ :r,!:l.~\r)an, .Jnn. 10, 1S03. 
\ViUfa:r.u. '\Yiiliams 5 • DieJ uumarried, .Apr. 2, JSiO. 
?.lnth-ew \Tilliams1;, h. at. the GroYes, 1778. l\Iarried 
:\Iary Tl,;c•mpsan. 

S!dly '\\"i!iiams 5~ b. at th8 Gro,':'S about 1775. Marrred 
"'\Vo0d:.1 ... ~}· Drowne 
}la.rgarc:t \YilliH.ms\ b. at t~1e Gro,es about 17";7. :\Iar
ried 2,Ic.foe~.- TI:r0wne. 
Eiiz;;heth \VilEnms", h. ::..t the Gro~es about 178-J. Died 
unmarneJ, by her own act. 

Elde5t dat1;7,11te~· of .Jo:;n '\Yilliaal::- • rmcl Sarn.h IfoD, boi:-n. _at 
G:-·o-;es, :~fonag,w~ Cc,., Ireland, nixrnt 17!7; di;;;J, lSJS, in Perm.
E:yh:ania. ~~1(-. i,~arri2d '\Ym. B2]L nnc1 had: 
16. i. Sarah BeH", b. liG0. :.\IarricJ. Jan.ws Anderson. 

17. 

lS. 
rn. 
::.o. 

11. Rr1~Le1 rell\ b. 1771. ::\Ic:.:riod Thom.2-s Ho)·. ThBy had 

iii. 
lV, 

Y. 

1".: .. 

,·:a. 
~iii. 

J .. ~-
X, 

-1•·; .!,i~ i ~-.... ~r- ,:-1-... ; 1" \ ... ~ ...... '""\. ,.-o ~ ~r-'"'t~ - "'· :-> Ct..l.li.•c-1.l, (;. ••1uC.:Ll \'2' d .. a,t;., d_ ,1.l-~0 tl!,~• 

Walt.~·::- D'=':l\ b. J ~J.y :2:1, 1';7,i Dit:<i Jun~ 16, 134.J. 
John B,:•~J·r, b. 1778. Di.:id .\ug. 17,'1802. · 
'\'illi~uu BE:11 ·1, b. :FelJ. 11. 1781. :,forric>d :_\fargaret Y. 

D·.yigbt. 
Sr1~:nud l3-2-1J-J, b. 17::>:!. Di,::-d 1812. 
An:1 :B::.·ll". b. 17S!3. ::\larri12<l Q. S. Si:rn.ple. 
Eliz;;,\)0:h B<:!i1';, b. 17B:J. =-.lani.ad .John Buchanan, etc. 
Dtn·i :1 I::~ n ·=, b. 17:J:J. ::.fr-_rri ed ElizabeLh O :;0 n. X o issue. 
)lary B::1i '\ b. i 70-!-. Dl~<l un:narried iu lSl_S. 
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7. \'\rilliam "\'\'illiaruss, 

Son of J~,llli "'\\illinµ:i~ 4 Jmd SMah Hall. Born at. Lapp~n, J-:.11y 
2, 175-!. 31,~rricdl 17,:J, )_fargaret "\Yidney, of Emy·n1le. Emi
grat.ed to Pennsylvania; 178!. He died at Chillicothe, 0., 1815; 
she in 181::t They had: 

Three sons dieJ. in infancy. 
21. • L Sa.nrn<:-1 "'Wii.i.iam.s 1

\ b. Oct. 16, 1786. Married: ]. Eliza 
Armstrong; ~- )Iargaret Troutner. 

22. ii. George Young William.s~, b. Oct. 11, 1788. Married ?i .. fary 
'Thompson. 

2~-3. iiL Mary Ann \YilliamsG, b. Oct .. 15, 179~. Married ,'lm. 
Bailey. 

24. iv. William Williams", b. Nm·. l!, 179!. :rlarried: 1. Elizn
beth Bayless. 2. )faria C. Buckingham. 

Daughtt?r of John "\'.:-illimns 1 and Sarah Hall. Born at L2.pprm, 
11.onHgban Coul'..lty, Ire~:.rnJ, 1,GO. D.isd :b..,ab, 4, 1809, iu Pezm~yl
vaDia. Married Thomas Armstrong. Had iE£-:..1f!: 

25. 
26. 
27. 

1. Sally Armstrongt:: b. 1773. I>iE>d single. 
ii, Catherine Armstronge, b. 1775. .?.Iarried Robert Black-

lll. 

iv. 
v. 

vi. 
vn. 

viii. 

burn. 
Jar:~ • .\rm.strong·:, b.---- (?). )Iarri~::-d ,James Campb-~11. 
John .:\rrustrong:3 1 b. l"i79. ),f arrif,d RBbec.:ca Rule. 
Eliza Armstrong•;, b. Ju1y, 1785. Married Samuel '.ViH 
iams (Xe,. 21). 
Hugh Armstro11;t\ b. -- (?). Dieu. unmarried. 
Ann ArmsfroDg~, h. --- (?). )larried Jac,)b Aid. 
'\\

7 illiam _i.rmstrong-\ b. --. Died unmarried. 

D,P1ghter of tfoh:n "-..,i!!i.::.ms i 2!:d 
Monaghan County, Ireland, 17f,4. 
issue: 

So.~ah IT a 11. Bvru at Lapp-ctr.., 
)rfarrie<l Thomas. Short. II.: J 

i. J r:.n1es Short.e. Settler] in Fairfield c-..:•lJJ1t:r, OJ1io. 
ii. Elizabeth Shortc. · l\1ar:ricd Wm. Be-ck, arr<l setUed F.l 

Dublin. 
Itlrs. Jane (\Y1Hiams) Short, after th€ death of ::Ur. Sbcrt, m;tr

riecl -- Graham ,md lived in Dublin. 
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IO. :U.athe-w '\Villia.ms$,· 

Sou o! .folm Wil1ia~s-1 an<.1 Samh Hall. ·was born at L~ppa.n, 
Monaghan Coul.lty, Irr.:land, Feb. 2,~~ 176.S. and died .July 30, 183-5. 
He married :Margar-::'t J~ell. She died AuR. 23, 1840, in the U. S. 
Had ifSlh:-: 

28. i. John -Willirms", b. iiarch 26! J 793. l\-:Iarri~d Si:mna A. 
Dandridge-. 

11. William "\YilliRms 15 • :Um.·ri€-d Ann Grnenhc\Y. 
~8% iii. Thomas G. -~Vi11iams6 • )larried Frances Greeuhow. 

iv. Sarah \\"i!lhms.,, .Married :\lr.thew .Johnson. 
v. Walter ,·n1:1r~lll~(:. Born. Oct. 1. 1SCO,_d. De-c-. 30~ 1S37. 

vi. Anne 1.Villiams6 • Born 1302. ~IarrieJ Robert Johnson. 
29. Y::.1. lfathe,r B. \Villiamse. Born Dec. 9, 1SU5. !unrried ,'!" .... r- ...... · .. \f.-...1,,11·-., .. ,... 

;..,1.,t ~Oil~~ - __ ,.;.:~l :::;~·==•· 

nu. David "\'fiHiarns···. Born Der:. 16, lSOS.-d. Sept. 213, 1839. 
b.:. Henry Will {an.15,;. Born lSClJ, d . .Apr-il 15, lS:3:l. 

x. Alfred \Vi1Ji..,1ms·\ Born 1814-, d. March 11, lS:~1. 
x1. Margaret. Williams 6 ~ :.\Iarricd --- Crozier. 

11.. ..\..lexan<lcr "lViU iru11so, 

Sen of )Iathev-.- Williams'! and .A!ln Smith. Born at the Groves 
about 1770. ::Ual"rieJ ·Eliza Bocock about 1S00. He died 1&-13, ~ud 

&O. 1. 

., .... 
111. 

31. i~. 

32. ,-. 

John ...\..kx,i!iuer Wilfo;ms~. Bo-:n 11r-.nchester, Lng., 
about lSfJj. ::Jnrried Alice Piers-on, London. 

Ales:a::.der 2 • ) 

. · ( .. T~ins. Died in infauqy. 
Eliza~ \ 
William \\'iiliams-r, b. in Dublin :March 1, 1813. Mar

ric:d Alice \"\"' est. 
Auri,,. ·wiEii:.L.\S ·;, b. Oct. 2J, 1818. ~~1arried Robert 

\Vbitla. 
·• 

12 . .fohn ,r.:.Uiamss, 

S·:;!:l 0:· ~faL::e:::;- -\,:11 :iams-1. aud Anri Sm~tli.. Born 2·oout. 1780 at 
the Groves. IuJc,hn \Yilliams•; ,nl1, he is referred to ;!S ''John 
Wima'nis, of Coote lfi:l, Coanty of C,!.-;-,tn." Died J~n. 10, 1808. 
Ma!"ri':.-fl -----, r.11::.l l(~~t on~ (laug(,ter. 
[t3. i. ?J:atih.1a \\'illi2.!.ti3'~, \.\·ho?lllLrr-ied .Ja~es Courtnav. 
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13. lln.the,-:.· "\l.iUiamss, 

Son of ~Inthew \Villiams~, r.nd Ann Smith. Born at_t,he Grove::. 
1773. Manied ::\fary Tl~0m1:1:,;on, who v.n.s horn Xov. 9, 17S,3, aJid 
<lied Oct. 9, 1SG8. Re die,1 .July :20, JB:~,, ag::·d S-:1. years. Had is:e;n~: 
3-!. i. John Williams\ u. J.S07. }.farri~tl :~iis.s Guest. 
35. ii. )Iatfld:1 "\VHliams, b. 1810. l\Iarried George Bartley. 
3f.5. m. Jmue.s \YilEams, h. :\°o-r. 7, 1813. )brded: 1. ?Jarthr-. 

··.. Hamiiton. 2. Dv1.·otby Spence. 
37. 1v. ?-fary Wi1Ii:1rus, b. 1816. ]farried ,Jo~iah Dir-eJy. 

v. .:.fothew "\filliam:::: b. 18:21. Dietl in England about 1S'.j6, 

l .J.. S:d!y "\l.iHfam~::, 

Daughter of :\fo.fhew WiiHams·1 and Ann Smith. Born at tbfl 
Groves about 177.?i, c1 nd dii'd l:!t Cincinnati, 0. 1 about 18;;0. )far
ri~d \rooJ~ey Br;n,De. Ifad, i2sne: 
38. 1. ·...-\!l:2 Bro,vuf:ef', ).fa.r:ried Hugh Si1"..lr,10ns. 

I:i, :'l-in!':..:;a1·et 11Tlliam.~s. 

Dangbter of )fatbew \Yil1i::.ms 4 and. Am1 S .. nith. Bor...1 at the 
Grnn)s nbo:1t l'i77. )farriHl ~fathew .Browue, 

i. ~fatt~ew Brow1.H,: ,: • 
ii. S sc.1i, nar.na u:.1kncwn':. Lost at. se2. 

)1argaret (\vilii2rus) Dro\vne cliecl at Chillicoth?, O. 

D:i.nghter of "\Vm. B.:H and .:\.on "\Villi:uns:;. B0.ru at Emyv,,l0. 
?.Ior:c1ghan County~ Irebuct, .:\.ug. :20, 17G!J, a:-1d divJ at Lcl~is·:i:.!t', 
Ky., Sept. 5, 1831. Sb'3 mr,.rrirjJ Aug. 31, 1,H~, Ju::nes Ari.df::::f:o~. 
aud hacl i:;sue: 

1. ·v:i1li.:.n.1 TIE:11 Andersou 7, b, 1,93. :.\btri,"tl Elizr. Rs2::.~ ~-.:'.-<, 
ii. Agnes \Viili:n.J.1s Anderson 7 , b. 17fl6. Died unriw.r.ri.:,d, 

JS2:2. 
m. J,iillt:-i; 4\.nJ~r:;on, ,Jr.:, l,. Jan. 1, 1798. ~far:ri£>d. C'ardb.-s 

Bro\-,'D. .. .,_. 
E1iz:~br th JJ .. I!i_!nJ·an. 2. Ann~'I. :'-1.. :\rc:,~:1ir. 3. I~!iz:1t:eLl1 
I. Giliis. 

v. J,rnet Amkrso.u 7, b .. Jar?. 13, 18C!J. ::S-:forried Dr. 'ILr.>~·,;h 

. Bro,,;n. 
vi. Eleanor An,:fo.rsoD-, b. lSOG. Married D'..". Sn.mne111.,a.rkn, 
ni. Eli;.::i .:\nder.:;:on 7 , b. )lny, lSi)~. Die<l uumarrkJ.1 b;J;). 
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vm. GQorge '\YRilace A.r!derson1 , b. );°o"t". 1812. :Married 
I-"-"lll isa Pettit. 

ix. :-Iar~~ Bell Anderson, b1 March 12, 181S. Msrricd A.n
drew .Lea(~h. 

Son cf "'William Bell f!:nd Ann ·w·:irnams:;. Born in Emyvale, Ire
land, F~b. lJ, 1731. DieJ ~o,·. ~: 1834., in the U. S. Married )Iar
garet Yar:. Horne 11,vight. Had is.sue: 

1. Wi1li.m )Lrn.::-ice B~lF, b. October 17, 1812. :uerried 
Ann Bro 1,·u. 

11. '\'falter Dwight. BelP, b. Oct. 22:, 1814. Married Eliza
beth A. Tiicharcls. 

lii. Sarah .:\.nn Bell~, b. },cb. 23, 181G. :Married George Co1-
iier. 

n-. )Jarg::::.ret De \Yitt E'=-'1F, b. Aug-. 2!, 1820. · ~la.rri2d 
John L. Bla1nt:-. 

v. Henry R(ic1gc,rs 13~11'=', b.1.fay 29, 1822. ::\Iarri~d ::Ua-rtba 
J arra I.-,,i11. 

n. DaYid ,vmiEmS B~iP,.b. Jul~- 22, 1S:Z3. 
,11. Algernon Si~lney BE-11 7 , b. Aug. 8, lS::!5. )Iarried :.Iary 

J. Par~-:. 
un. Loni-sa ),laria BdP', b. Aug. 20 18~7. l\fan-it':d John R. 

Shepley. 
ix. Cath<ir~ne Eli-::n Bell 7 , b. July 2, 18:W. :'.fr.rried Re\"". 

John Y. Reyno!<l.'.3. 
x. F.li~abc-th \'.-0012('_:.· BeU\ b. Sep.t. 7, lS:3-1. 

(F.or f. further acto1..:nt of ibis family, ece '·Dwight Ger..e:11ogy, 
'\"'!"O l 1 » <)•) ,"' ) " •• ...i.., ....... ..;...,J:.J. 

IS. Sr.mucl ncni:. 
Sue. c.,f Wi:fom1 J;ell and Ann \\~illi:::.msr•. Bo.:-n in 1781 at Em.r• 
....-&.h.•, Jte~<<tlt, ,.ud die;.t ~\!,;.:ell., 18J2, iu Pt?nn.:,yh·ania. hlarried 
.Martha Gbormlc;y. Had issne: 

1. )fary Ann BelP. )farried Rev. Thomas ~,foKinley . 
.i~. Xr:.i.CY r:,~il 7 • Died single. 

ii:. "\\' u1 .. G ~~on:1 !ey ht:·!~ 7• )latr1e1 Sarn.h Bell. 
l"'i. ?-,forthH neli~. 

Y". \'\"iiey Bell~. 
\'L 'I~eoJorc Bell7. 

'\'11. rs:.)\"f'Il? Oti.lf'I.' cL.ildr.:n's :-iames not reco:rd~d.J 
. :.Ur. Ikil v;,.s marrie<l a :.,;:_-._•c,nd tirne 10 )lis.s ./um Jane l3cll. 
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1.0; Ann Ben". 

Ann Bf>ll. danghter of \Villiam Bert and Ann Williams=\ wR2 born 
at E:nyvatf., Ireland. 1:sa. D:ed in J~lO. :\fo.rried Cuuni:l;;l:.~m 
S. Sempl~. Had i~snE-: 

1. Henry A.. Semple 7 • 

ii. Emeline Semple-:. )Iarried He-,·. Sam ue-l Tate. 

20. F.liznheth .cen~. 
Elizabeth B~11, dangbteroE ·wm. Bell c.nd Aun Willia,ns 5 , was 

born in Emyvale, In•land, 17:59. Died 1842. She mnrriec. 1, ,john 
Buchanan. Ha<.1 i~sue; 

i. l\Iary Ann Buchanan-:. Married --- Patton. Died 
childless. 

~. )far!'ied Dr. Rhodes Stansbury. Had issue: 
ii. Elizabsth Sta...::sl:i:1::-y. Died s~.vg-Ie. 
3. )lr-.rried --- :\la.rsha11. Rr.d issue: 

iv-. \\'"illiam ?i.farsb.all7, of whom "·e h& ~e no ac-Joun.t. 
21. Samuel "\'\'illiams;,, 

Son or \Villiam ,Viiliams:. and M "i.rgarat \Viduey. Bo:n in Car-
l . 1 P o · 1s -1~s... a ,. 1 · c· · t· o = b ,., .. -.-..,, 1se, d .. .!L •.• ,,,),an cnec 1n ·111c1nu:l-1, ., .re. 6, .!.ti-)~. 

Ile married: 1. Eliza Arm;;trnog (Xo. 27 1)f tb.19 re00:rd) and. had 
issue: 

j. l\Iary Armstrong \Yilliams 7
, b. Sept. S, 1810. ::Ua.rried 

Sa1.uuel J. II. Abbot. 
lL Edwm~d Tiffin \Yillia.ms 7 , b. ,Jan. 2: 1815. :'.farriea E;iz1-

beth B. Willi;lms. 
iii. ::\Iar:z,l!~t "\Yi.J. nc:, \Villi;,.2n:3 7 , b . .:\pr. n, 1817. )farri~d 

\\:-m. I. Efa,wo:rth. 
iv. Efo;c1 .Jml~ \\T.lirims 7 , L. Jlcu. 2, 1820. )fa:rrie::1 Sh:•::,heo 

\Vi,bey. 
Eliza (Armstrong) '\Yilliam3 Lb:d lfar.3, 1820. S?i.r:1uel 
"\Viiliams mr-:.rried. 2. ::-.far~nrf:t Troutner. and had :s.sue: 

v. William Ge,o!:-;~0 v.-illiams 7 , b. J='a!J.. :?;}, 1822. 2.far-.. ·i~d, 1. 
~Jar:,· Ann Dasi:::. 2. D:.:•lio L!1rhror-

,u. 
Hele:1 :-I2.ri<l- °\"\' illic.:•1.s,:,, h . .:\.n;;. :}: J S:24. Died~ o,·. 2. lSY
SamaeJ \\~esley Wiliiams 7 • b. D~c. 2, 1827. )h:-ricd. 

Laura L. 1;-qrns. 
viii. J0tn Fh:tc~,:;:- "\Yilli,tms 7

, b. Sept. 2~3, 1834. :,l::.~r;ed 



THE LIXEAGE OF \YILLIAMS. 63 

jn Springfield. O., aged 03 years. For further memoir 
of Samu~l Williams se-e "Appleton's Cy1?1opedia or 
America-:.1 Biography,'' vol. n., or ·'Simpson's Cyclope
dia of ltlethodisru,'' p. 1001. 

22. George Youn:_!:' ll"illfarns s, 

Son of William \\~iliiams~ .:.nd )Iargaret Widney, was born at 
Path Valley, Pa., Oct. 11, 1708,_ aud dieJ at Chillicobl:', 0., Aug. 
18, 182B. Ile marri~d l\Iaty Thompson. Harl is~Jue: 

i. Louisa ,Yilliams~, b. 1S12. &..:.rried J. A. Bra\.,·ner. 
ii. Thompson Viilliamsr, b. l~U. J.Iarried Elizaoeth Lawson 
iii. W"i1liam \Villiams 7 , b. lSlG .. Died un;-narried, 
iv. George '\Yiiliams-:-, Dec.14, 1818 1 'I, : Di•~•.1 ln infancy. 

1\1 'l"l-··1· - . , , <. WLUS , ... , ,,... v. .1: ary Hu ~ams·, ·· • ' · ~ · · .l.u.arn01.t '--Teorge 
Reaugh. 

n. John V{i1Eams, b. 1818. ~forrieJ---- (?). 

23. llaxy Ann ,1'i!liaiusfl, 

Daughter of \vil1iam \\7illiams 5 and :Margaret \V-id.c.ey, ,vas born 
at Path Valley, Pa., Oct. 15th, 1792. Died in Dornr, ·renn., June 
14, 18l3. ·she rnurri.e-d William Bc1fiey. Had issue: 

1. Sarah Hall Bailey:-, b. Oct. Hl, 1812. nfarriea. "\\° m. Kay. 
ii. John ,villiams Bailey:-, b. Doc. 13, 18.tk Drowned :\lay 

25, 18H). 
111. Margaret \Vidney Bailey•, b. Oct. 15, 1817. Married 

.James Rav.-ley. 
h·. Mary Ann Eliza Baiiey 7 , b. Mar. 27. 18::!0. ).larri€'d 

James I{ay. 
v. William "\Vi1liRms Bai1ey 7 , b. Nov. 23, 1822. Died Aug. 

17, lB:23. 
vi. ?ifira!dn. A1·abella Bailey 7 , b. Doc. '27, 1825. :",Iarried A. 

G. Lc,.e. 
"t"ll, ,Jobn \Vesley Bail<?y', b. Sept. 17, 1830. :}farriod Susan 

\Yil::1babn. 

~-l. :\"rilliu:m "tVilliamse. 

Son of Wil1ia.m \'7i.liiarns 5 and ~fargaret V{iclne,:;, was horn ~n 
Franklin County, J>a., Xo~·ember 1-i~ 1791. He m:irrie.J 1. Elizr.
bBth BnyJess. Hacl i~sue: 

1. William Bro,\·n \Villiams 7, b. May 23, 181~. D~edSept. 
7, lSl~t. 
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. Married~- ::\Ia:ia Caroline Ilu(~kingbam, anJ had iF,me: 
ii. '\Vi11iam Bro,;,.·n \rillfam!> 7, b. Aug. rn, JS:;-.:!. JJarri~d 

Helen l\I. Smith. 
ili Elizabeth Bayless \Vi11fo.ms 7, b. Juiy 10, 13~4. ?il1..rri2d 

Harvey M . .Atkins. 
iv.· l\Iartha '\\-~illiams 7, b. )fay S, 1827. ~'\Iarried Coleman 

Gatlin. 
vi. Margaret. Widnfly '\YiHin.ms 7, b . .Jan. 5, 1831. Ma.rr-lcd 

John P. Durda:p. 
vii. George Young "\Yillinms 7, b. Feb. 20, 18:J.4:. KiHed n.t 

Chfokamauga.. 
viii. Ma::y Ann \Vil1iam~ 7~ b. March 1G, lS.37. Married S. P. 

\Vhitten. 
ix. Catharine Winston \Villi~ms 7, b. April S, lS-10. ?-tfor

:ded St~drnr Tay1or. 
x. Amanda Caro1iBe \Villiams 7, b .• J u1y ~01 1843. :Married 

H. H. '.rborpe. 
xi. Sarah Frances Wmia.ms i, b. Nov. 4, 184.G. ~1ar:ri8d 

Geo. L. \Villiams. 

2-5. Jane Al·ntstro:ig • 

Daughter or Thomas Arm.strong nnd )1ary Wilfonnc:: 5. Bo::-n i11 

Ireland. ::\J,1 rrio?d J a rues Cti Dll> b-2} l. F.fad issue: 
i. Robert ·oampbt:-11 7, b. in Li~onier, Pa. 

ii.--iH. T»·o daughters, names unknown. 

20. John Ar.mstro.n;:-•;, 

Son of Thomas J. rmetrong and )Iny ,vmiams 5, b. in Ireland, 
1779, )Iarri~1l R&::-becca Hu le. lfad i::::suE: 

i· \Villi am _..\.rrustrong 7, b. June ~l, 1814. N n.rrie<l Eliza
beth Rule. 

ii. Sarah Jane .:\rmstrcm~ 7, b. 1818. Died Xov. 9, 18;-i~. 
ru. Uharl•s Thomas Arm;::tr,.10!.!' 7, b. ~·foy 9, 1<::~L 2\I~r;-:e,J 

('t) 
fr. .John Armstrong 7, b .. June, 183;:i. Died X 0\·. rn, 1~:.?,;3, 

See rec.orJ or Xo. 21, Samuel '\Yi1Eams. 

28. Joh~1 n·Hnams•~~ 

Son of :Mathew ,Villiamc; 5 m~d ~Ia1 :-;ar\~.t Boll. Born fo. Lr-.pi-;!Ul, 
Monaghan Co., Jreland, ).farch 23, 17~3, r1n<l <lie.J b. Richr.1un11, 
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Va., .April ~, 1860. Married (in Richmond, Va.,) Sianna Arm
isie&J. Dau.dr~dge. Had issue: 

i. Robert Alfred "\\~i1iia:ns7. Married Lizzie )L Co}st-0n. 
ii. Susan Eleano·r Williams7. 
iii. \Yilliam Bell "\,i11iarns-;. Married Isabel )I. ReeJ. 
1v. Margaret Sianna \\~illiumsi. ::Uarrie1l P. H. Gibson. 
v. • c.lohn L?..ngbournc \Villiams7. ~larried )laria Ward 

Skelton. 
28½. Thomas G. i\'illiam~~. 

Son of 11athew Williams5 and .. Margaret Bt.'11. Born in Va.. 
Graduated r.t \Yest Point. Appointed Lieut. in U. S . .army, 18-19. 
Ilesigned in 1861. )farried -------- and had issue: 

Several children, of whom we·ha,e no account. 
2~. Jtnthew Bell "\\"illinm!';,;, 

S0n of °)ifathe-\',"' Williams5 -e.1:J ~\Iarg~ret Bell. Was born in La:p
pan, :Uonagh'an Co., ;reland, Dec. 9, 1800. ).Iarried: 1. )Iargaret 
M(;A.1iister. Had k:sue: 

i. Ann. E. WilEams7, b. ,June ~O, 1833, in I ... hiladelphia: 
11. -~•fory Bnine Willinm.s1, b . .:'mg. 7, 1835, in Shf,lby (',o., 0. 

m. David Willfa.ms:-. b. April S, 1837, in Si~elby Co., 0. 
h·. John Willia:.ns1;b. Sept, 1, 1838, " " " " 

'\"'.. Edward ::\k)1ay \nHia.ms, b. :Yay 23, 18:!1, in Shelby 
Co., Ohio. 

vi. )Iargaret Bsll Willin.~si, b. Apr- 1, 1813, iu Shelby Co.~O. 
2. )Iarrjetl ::'ifrs. Brilli!m Vi~iloy. Had issue: 

TU. Fi-aricis J"ohuson \'-,'il1iams7, b. Feb. 11, 18:33, in Shelby 
Co., Ohio. 

-nn. Surah A:c.n V{il!i:,.m37, 
ix. Nancy Jane Wiiliams7. 

SO .• John .i.lexande't' ),-'iU.iam.si::, 

S-'Jti e,f • .;ks:ander -Vli:liams:i c::.id :E!:za Bocock. Born at ::\:'[m
cbester, Eng., about 1S05, ::ind died at Cincinuati, 0., 1855. Mar
rier:: A.1ic-e Pierson; and had i•'.6'J.e: 

1. H,,z:mah "\Yi1Earns:. 
· 11. Alexaod~r "\\"i1liams:. 
iii. John .llexc:.n:.ler "'\Villia.msi. Drowned at Cinciuua.ti 1853. 
h·. "\Villi am Willlams7. 
v. Georgo Pierson ,\"illiams7. 

v1. Alice \Yilliamsi. }lnrri€d 'Iborua~ James, d. in Brook
lyn1 X. Y., 1S87. · 

vu. Elizab~th Anne ·wrniamsi. 
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31. '\\"illiam ll""illiams .:.. 

Son of Ale:under Willi.:ims1 nnd ElL~a Bucock. .I3f1rn in l)ubEn 
:March 1, 181'3. ·. ~~arried July 1~ 1845, _.\l~ce \Yest. Mrs. "\V. dic-d 
1S67. Had issne: 

i. .•Uf'xande:r ,villiams;, b. in 18-iG. 
ii. Edward Williams;, b. jn 154$. 
iii. E;iza. \Yilliams-;. 
iv. Eleanor \Viiliam.::; . 

. ~- William John V{illiams, b. 1830. 
~1r. \Villir,ms' address is Xo.:?. Dame St. Dnbliu. 

Daughter of Alexander \Yi1li::uns5 and Eliza Boco~k. ,vas born 
t D b,, 0 ' 2 ~ 1,..,.,.. ~ ~ . -1 " Q 1.., '1 i. ' 1· h .,,. , s u nn, C-l. oi:, ~1,.-,. _uarr:e, .. -"1.llg .... , ::;~ , UL _uo:::rn.g u11, .r~o;)-

bert Wh.i!la. Their issue: 
i.. Eliza Wbitlai, b. Nov. 29, 1842. Died )lay, 18:t:3. 

ii. J a rues "\\.,.hitla 7 ~ b. _.\.pril 16, 18H. )fa!'ried Cha.riotte 
Duncan. Died June 2G, 1$79. 

iii. A}exsnder \Vhitla-:, b. Apr:il 15, 18!5. ?Js.rried Poilie 
\Villiams. 

1v. Robert Jor.es "\T.hitla;, b. April 22, 184:G. Married )Iiss 
"'\Vright. 

v. Sar-ah \Ybitla1, b. ~arch 27, 1&±8. Died :\la)- 18, lSil. 
TI. Eliza Anne "'hitl~1, b. D~c. 27, lS:19. :,h~ried Sames 

Gracey. 
Yll. '\Yilliaru \Vhitlai, b. Sept. 13, 1S31. ~Iarried Edith 

130-:.irne. 

'

,.;1·1·. •. "'l" \ 1 ''l,i• 1 ,7 'o D·•n J~ 11rJ:) D~"d -.,.-_ •· 1~ 1.;:Q:-, 4 -~:...a. ..... t; 't J.-.t..lf- , • \..'v, <......,:' ;,,_• -• •t~ _,\J,. t...-, ...,;vJ. 

b:. Aiice \°\hit1ai, b. April 17, 1S5:i. ~arri"'d lleY. Je;Ln 
Cushing. 

~. :r-.I2ggie ,vnit~ai, b. Ja:i. 8, 18.56. 
Xl. 

nor. 
xu. R.r:chel Whithl.•, b. Sept. 12, 18CO. 

T l :ld f ..,1 ,--· . , . . ~ 1 I , -11.e ac re:s::i o '-' r. ;· £; 1 t1a 1& ;.2.oH::!£' .:1an, r.:rnna.. 

33. liatih1a l\"H liamss, 

D h • - . -o;-r•·q• ~· ' , (" ... T~"ll" d aug .... ter or: Jot1n n'H1l<'.:.:·.s ~ --oL .. .;r:..-0..1:0 .tit-: an~ ----. 
riedJames G.mrtnay. Had j"lsue: 

1.. ?i-Iary Ann Courtnay-;-. 
ii. ~,fatilda Courtnny•. 

,,. . 
\..1r.,•:.J.• 
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iii. Jane Co:1.:tnay7. Married Robert Sharp. Died at Hor
"t\7ell~Yil1e, l'~. Y.~ Dsc 1~, 187,! aged -17 y~a~. 

iT. E1len C,.n:rtnay,. 
v. Mar5 r.::~t G.'nrtnayi. 

TI. Hr:.rr~etl.-= Courtnay;; 
viL Olivia Courtn.ay'i. 

;14. John "\l"illi.anu, $, 

Sor:. of }foLb...-.w \Viliiam::;5 r.ud :::,.rarT Thomps::1n. Born at the 
Gro,vs, ?lfarch ?.•3, lS1J,. :\farried lli5:i Guest, ant1 hall issue: 

1. Amelia Cbarlotte \YillianE;. 
ii. 
111. Charbttj_• Victoria \Yiniams;. 
fr.- Joh:i \VD.lfru.ns,. Died in infan~,r. 
,. L:;:1bl:'1:i2. Su~:rnnah Wi1li::~1~1si. Di'=J in i!!.tancy. 

"\"i. )i~i:tild.i Amelia \VilH:1msj. 
--rii. :2.li.7.2 Anu Willia.ms7. 
·viii. G20rgh"l1-..a \Yiilia!us7. 

,Johr:. \-Zillimns died D-2c. 6, 1S71. 

" " 
" . '' 
" ,, " 

D~nghter of 2\fathaw \Villiamsj and )I[iry rrhompson. Boru at 
Dublin, 1810. Diad. about lS:30. )farr1_ed a~ G:n;;0ry, G~orge 
-,·, '-• J }1 ,,;;:,,,, TT..,• ..c;ar,.1.ey,. ~i~: ...... , .i _...:,;..• • . .o..au 12suc: 

1. W:1::r:r:.1 Bc.rtley . 
ii. G::-O!''.;ei Brinley 
m. Eliza Br..::tley . 

3G. J!\!lles l'fll.liamsis, .. 

Son of ~r a.thew V.illiams5 
1813, ht :1lilltown! Dublin. 
i:.:SU\..!: 

and ~Iary 1.'bompsou. Born ~ov. .•, 
?J2.r.::ioJ: l. )farth,: Hamiltcn. Had. 

i. ~\n;1:·e--::';· lfa~-:=:.i:.to:i 1."f:l'fa~si, b .• June 30, 185:?. Lises 
in "5. Y. 

11. J a rrt?S Tl.tom pson \Y iEiG.rl!:31, b. Fe'b. 3, 18.54. Died 
.:\.pril 2i\ 1s-;·,. 

iii. Hocert Stanley \\'illia01~7, b.Sm·.10, 1853. Li-:;esin.N. Y. 
2. ::•:Iarrie<l Doro: by S;::~n~e. Had i...:;sue: 

fr. )lat1:a E:nr.D.a Wi:l~;:,msi, b. Oet. 1, i:;.;;:2. 
,·. Do'."a \'"i.illiam;;,,, b. r£b. 3, 18G1. 

l;fr. Ja!J.le3 \Vi!liarn.s add~ess is_.;::3 Da:ne st., Dublin. 
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Don.ghtcr of :,fatc.,w,_\\·miams:-, r.md Mary 'l'hc-mpsou. Born at 
Donnybrook, Dnbliu, .M~:,-, lSlS. i\Iarried Josiah Dir.ely, of Gin
gory, Xo.-. 5, JS-10. H:.1.d issuo: 

i. Josiah Di::ie-ly7, b. S2pt. 16, 18!1. 
ii. Rachel Diue:i:,7, b. 2\1arch 4:, l~H, at Lancaster, Eng. 

iii. Andrew Ttompson Diuely7, b. No\". 25, 1S:l5, at Castle
shanc. 

3~ .. .\.nn Bro,,-net, 

Daughter of Sally- \'\illiams5 and Vi7 ooJ!.ley l3rc,,;..-ne, Marrieod 
Hugh Simmo!1s, and removed to Cincinnati, O. 'I't.2::0 b:.d issue: 

i. Sarah Si:!nmons7. Died 1S:~1, Hged 17 years. 
C ... , ,- I D. , ('') ,l ,· 11. 11nn:, n~:me un,;:no,\·n · ,eti -- : ,:,1eu ,1 years. 

iii. Char.lotte S~e1m0ns7. Die(l l~-01, c"'ged 10 yi:crs~ 
iv. Marfa SinnnC1us7. :\Iarried --- Drew. 
v. .ffannah ?.latilda Simmonsi, :-.rarr1ed -- Duricau. 

v1. .:inn Eli.~ub~fo Simmonsi. Di~tl in lt::'31, a~ed 4 y~2~s. 
vu. Rob::-rt Bailey Sjrnmonsi. 
~ii5. John Simmoilsi. 
iY. Hu~h Simmons-;. 


