WHITCOMB.

MEMORIAL

OF THE

WHITCOMB AND PIERCE FAMILIES.

COMPILED BY

WILLIAM FREDERIC WHITCOMB.

BOSTON, 1888.







TO THE MEMORY

OF OUR ILLUSTRIOUS ANCESTOR,

COL. ASA WHITCOMB,
OF LANCASTER, MASS.,

THIS WORK IS SACREDLY DEDICATED.






PREFACE.

In the following pages no detailed account of the family histo-
ries has been attempted, but it is the purpose of the compiler to
record, as far as possible, the dates of birth, marriage, and death
of his ancestors and relatives, with the residence and condition of
those now living; and also to transmit to his descendants some
account of the life and public services of our honcred ancestor,
Col. Asa Whitcomb. . . _

A history of the Whitcomb Family is in preparation by F. W.
Shepardson, of Granville, Ohio.

Advise changes in the record as they occur.

WiLriam Freperic WHITCOMB,
273 CoLUMBIA ST., DORCHESTER, Mass.

July, 1888.






THE WHITCOMB FAMILY.

JOHN WHITCOMB! was probably a son of Symon Whit-
comb, who was one of six “knights and gentlemen ” to whom
was granted, 19 March, 1627, that part of New England lying
between the Merrimack and Charles Rivers. He was in Dorches-
ter as early as 1633, and is supposed to have come from Dorset-
shire, England. Removed to Scituate in 1640, and to Lancaster>
Mass., in 1654, and, with his son John, was one of the originaj
owuers of that town. In 1646 he wrote his name Whetcombe.

He was born about 1588, and died at Lancaster, Mass., 24 Sep-
tember, 1662. His widow, Frances, who died 17 May, 1671,
named in her will five sons and three daughters, whose dates or
order of birth are unknown. -

CHILDREN OF JOHN AND FRANCES.

- CaTHARINE, ROBERT, JOB, JON-ATHA‘N, JOHN, JOsIAH,
ABI1GAIL, and MARY. :

JONATHAN? WHITCOMB shared the home lot, in Lancas-
ter, of John' with his brother John.

He married, 25 Novémber, 1667, Hannah He died Feb-
ruary, 1691, and his widow was massacred by the Indians, 18 July,
1692. His children were — )

Hannah, born 17 September, 1668 ; died 19 December, 1668.
Jonathan, born 26 February, 1669.
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Hanpah, born 29 June, 1671.
Abigail, born 5 March, 1674.
Elizabeth.

Katherine.

Ruth.

Mary.

JOHN,? 2 May, 1684.

JOHN? WHITCOMB (Jonathan,? John,)) married Abigail
In 1720 John, or both he and his wife, were dead, and
their children were taken by relatives. They were —

John, born ;1713 ; died 17 November, 1785. Brigadier
General in the Revolutionary army at Bunker Hill.

Abigail.

Hannah.

ASA,* born , 1719 ; died 16 March, 1804.

ASA WHITCOMB* (John,® Jonathan,? John'), of Lancaster,
Mass., was the famous Col. Asa Whitcomb of Revolutionary times.
He commanded one of the continental regiments in the expedition
to Crown Point and Ticonderoga. He represented Lancaster in
¢“the greate and generale corte,” 1766, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771,
1772, 1773, 1774. At the commencement of the war he was one
of the wealthiest citizens of Sterling. He was for many years en-
trusted with the most important and responsible positions. He was
deacon of the church from 1760, and justice of the peace. While -
in the General Court he voted with Adams, Otis, and other Whigs,
in the disputes with Gov. Hutchinson. He was a member of the
County Convention held in Worcester in August, 1774, to consult
on measures for defence and safety in that trying period. In May,
1775, he raised a regiment and was commissioned colonel.

In the re-organization of the army he was assigned to other
duty, but his men refused to serve except under him ; whereupon
he volunteered to serve in the ranks, which, coming to the knowl-
edge of Washington, he was re-instated by him. He commanded
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at Prospect Hill during the siege of Boston, and, with Col. B.
Lincoln, was soon after chosen muster-master of the Massachusetts
troops. In 1776 he commanded a regiment ordered to Ticonde-
roga and Crown Point. Such was his zeal in the cause of liberty,
and so great his confidence in the patriotism and integrity of his
countrymen, that he pledged his whole fortune upon the faith of
the paper currency, and consequently became bankrupt. He died
in Princeton, Mass., 16 March, 1804, at the age of eighty-four.

He married (1) Eunice Sawyer, 26 December, 1744 ; (2) Betty
Sawyer, 26 January, 1762. His children were as follows,— order
of birth not known : —

Abigail, born 19 June, 1749 ; married Col. Ephraim Richardson.

Eunice, born —, 1750 ; married Hosmer.

Rebecca, born 17 January, 1751 ; married Jonas Beaman ; died
December, 1838.

Ephraim, Bachelor.
Asa, born 8 February, 1764.
JOHN,’ born , 1770 ; died 11 September, 1820.

Thomas, a physician in Lexington ; married Widow Chandler.
James. '
Sally,
Betsey.

Cornelius, born 5 March, 1779.

; married Thomas Jones, Princeton.

JOHN WHITCOMB?® (Asa,* John,?Jonathan,? John,!) married
Persis Brigham, of Princeton, Mass., 15 May [or 13 March], 1796.
He was accidentally killed or drowned in the raceway of the Bea-
man (Cotton) Manufacturing Co., West Boylston, Mass., 11 Sep-
tember, 1820. Persis, his wife, died in Ware, Mass., in 1830.
Their children were —

Sally, born 21 March, 1797.

Persis, born 17 May, 1799 ; died 20 July, 1872.

Betsey, born 8 June, 1801 ; died 2 May, 1883. .

JOHN ADAMS,® born 14 September, 1803 ; died 20 June, 1851.

Lydia, born 2 January, 1806 ; died 19 June, 1863.
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SaLLy WaITCcOMB® (daughter of John® and Persis), born 21
March, 1797 ; still living (1888) in Medford, Mass.; married
Erwar KEeNNAN, 29 May, 1819. He was born 3 October, 1796,
~and died 10 April, 1827. Their children were —

Jestus G., born 1 March, 1820 ; unmarried; lives in California.

John W., born 12 August, 1821.

Edwin, born 21 August, 1823 ; died 12 October, 1823.

Persis A., born 22 August, 1824.

Elijah B., born 24 October, 1826 ; died 16 November, 1826.

She married OL1vER NasH, 29 December, 1832, who died 2
July, 1856. Their children were —

Timothy, born 20 October, 1833.

Horace, born 2 July, 1836.

Sarah Louise, born 9 August, 1839.

JoEN W. KENNAN, son of Sally,® married Mary Keene 11 April,
1849. Address, Boston, Mass. Their children were —

Josephine S., born 20 June, 1850.

Annie B., born 26 April, 1856 ; died 6 September, 1859.

Mary W., born 27 March, 1861.

TimoTHY NASH, son of Sally,® married Mary Osgood, 2 Decem-
ber, 1860. Address, Chicago, 11l. They have two sons: —

Charles O., born 6 April, 1863. '

William R., born 12 April, 1870.

Persis WHiTCcOMB,® second child of John® and Persis, born in
Princeton, Mass., 17 May, 1799. She married Hixry KEYES
in January, 1818, and died 20 July, 1872. Henry Keyes died 29
March, 1861, aged 66. He was second son of Reuben and Olive
Keyes, born 15 December, 1795. His father, Reuben Keyes, was
the eldest son of Simeon Keyes, born in 1766, and married Olive,
daughter of Capt. Joseph Bigelow, who was born in 1757. Their
children were —

Zenas Whitcomb, born 13 November, 1820 ; died 10 December,
1878. .
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Sarah Teresa, born 14 March, 1823.

John Henry, born 6 July, 1825 ; died ‘5 November, 1864.
David Bigelow, born 19 April, 1829.

Elijah Brigham, born 14 September, 1832.

All of the above were born in Barre, Vt.

Zenas WaircomB KEYEs married Julia Ann Ripley, in Barre,
Vt.. in August, 1846, and removed to California. Their children
were —

Ella Maria, born in Boston, 1849 ; married Dr. Epcar HAUN,
1867. Has four daughters : —

Ella Maria, born September, 1868.

Julia Ripley, born Januéry, 1871.

Eva Elain, born January, 1875.

Frank, born September, 1881.

Address, Napa, California.

William Henry, born in Downieville, Cal., in 1856 Married
Nettie Pierce, of Stockton, 1883. Has one child : —

Alma Persis, born June, 1885.

Address, Stockton, California.

SaraH TeEresa Keves married Joseph Emery Stickney, 18
January, 1844 ; Lysander B. Jaquith, 28 November, 1856 ; Na-
thaniel Brown, 14 March, 1882. No children. Lives in Boston.

Joax HENrRY KEvEs married Mary G. Ayer, January, 1854,
who was born 29 August, 1825, and died at San Jose, California,
4 April, 1879. Their children were —

s Frank Ayer, born 27 August, 1855.

Thomas Henry, born 27 November, 1857.

Jessie Green, born 16 May, 1859.

Residence, San Jose, California.

Davip BicerLow KEeYES married Eliza Gardner, of Lowell,
January, 1852. Address, Loyalton, California. Their children
were —
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Katie Greene, born in Billerica, Mass., in 1854 ; married, in
California, Maxim DoORyY, in 1874. Has three children : —

Maxim, Jr., Annie, and Delphine.

Annie Whitcomb, born 1860 ; married W. A. SCHROEDER, 1886.
Has one child, Katie Keyes.

Zenas Whitcomb, born 1871.

Mae Stickney, born 1873.

Harry Stillman, born 1876.

The last four were born in California.

Erivar BrieEaM KEeves married Fannie Wilson (born 2
March, 1834), 17 November, 1853. Address, 27 Louise Street,
San Francisco. Their children were —

Harry Wetherbee, born 20 April, 1859 ; died 1 November, 1859.

Alice Brigham, born 4 November, 1861.

Grace Persis, born 24 September, 1865.

Joseph Stickney, born 28 May, 1867.

George Davis, born 3 February, 1870 ; died 23 June, 1870.

Reuben Whitcomb, born 20 July, 1872. '

Elijah Brigham, Jr., born 14 November, 1876 ; died 29 Novem-
ber, 1876.

Alice Brigham Keyes married STUART AtGGUsTUS WISWALL,
Jr., 3 January, 1883. Their children were —

Stuart Augustus, Jr., born 16 February, 1884 ; died 23 July,
1384.

Edith Laura, born 28 January, 1886.

Grace Persis Keyes married Wirrtam Harrison Froop, 28
February, 1885. They have two daughters: —

Rosanna Sarah, born 16 April, 1886.

Alice Keyes, born 22 March, 1888.

Bersey WHiTCcOMB,® daughter and third child of John® and
Persis, was born in Princeton, Mass., 8 June, 1801. Was never
married, and died in Medford, Mass., 2 May, 1883.
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JOHN ADAMS WHITCOMB.S only son and fourth child
of John® and Persis, was born in Princeton, Mass., 14 September,
1803 ; married Caroline Pierce, of West Boylston, 16 October,
1827. She was born 7 April, 1803, and died 15 November, 1879;
he died in Boston 20 June, 1851. Their children were —

Edwin Pierce, born 13 September, 1828, in Ware, Mass.; died
in New York City 19 November, 1883. ‘

Henry Clay, born 8 April, 1831, in Winchester, N. H.

John Dayvis, born 15 January, 1834, in East Bridgewater, Mass.

George Francis, born 11 October, 1837, in Newburyport, Mass.;
died 19 October, 1864.

Clara Jaue, born 6 December, 1839, in Newburyport, Mass.

Franklin Dexter, born 23 July, 1842, in Boston.

William Frederic, born 11 September, 1846, in Boston.

Epwin Pierce WHiTCOMB married Frances Caroline, daugh-
ter of John G. Hamlin, of New York City, 12 May, 1857. They
had one son: —

John Henry, born 24 March, 1858 ; died 2 May, 1861.

His widow resides in New York City.

Henry Cray WaiTCcOMB married Mrs. Caroline Elizabeth
(Mann) Wiswell, daughter of Jason Mann, of Holden, Mass., 10
November, 1864.

A daughter, Carrie Louise, born 12 December, 1865 ; died 27
March, 1883.

They reside in Dorchester, Mass.

JorN Davis Waitcoms married Mary Elizabeth, daughter
of John Woodman Moses, of Portsmouth, N. H., 2 March, 1865.
They bave two sons: — 3

George Moses, born M) February, 1866.

Arthur Dutton, born 23 August, 1873.

They reside in Dorchester, Mass.
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GEORGE FRANCIS WHITCOMB; unmarried ;. Captain in 30th
Mass. Regiment. XKilled at Cedar Creek, Va., 19 October, 1864.

CrarAa JANE WHITCOMB; unmarried. Residence, Roxbury,
Mass.

FraNkLIN DEXTER WHITCOMB married Emma Caroline, daugh-
ter of Moses C. Bean, of Woburn, Mass., 8 December, 1870.
They have a daughter, Alice Josephine, born 30 August, 1876.
Residence, Winchester, Mass.

Wirriam FrREDERIC WHITCOMB married Lillie Endicott, daugh-
ter of Seth W. Fowle, of Boston, 16 October, 1873. They have
had four children : —

Edith Wyman, born 21 August, 1874.

Gertrude Foster, born 19 December, 1876.

Raymond Guild, born 30 April, 1879 ; died 13 July, 1880.

Harold Pierce, born 24 August, 1882.

Residence, Dorchester, Mass.

Lypia WHiTcoMms,? daughter, and fifth and last child, of John®
and Persis, married THOMAS AYER, of Boston, 12 September,
1833, who died 2 January, 1867. Their children were —

Elizabeth Whitcomb, born 30 April, 1837 ; died 12 June, 1861.

Maria Lydia, born - , 1840 ; died 3 December, 1860.

Charles Henry, born 11 July, 1841.

Maria L. married GEORGE P. CALDWELL, who died 28 Decem-
ber, 1859. They had one son, George P. Caldwell, Jr., who died
20 June, 1861, aged two years and five months.

Cuaries H. AYER married Juliet Moore (born 6 March, 1844)
31 December, 1864. Their children are —

Walter Kendall, born 29 June, 1870.

Adele Louise, born 28 December, 1876.

Bessie Marie, born 9 May, 1879.

Residence, Waltham, Mass.
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THE PIERCE FAMILY.

Of the Pierce family, of which my mother was a descendant,
my records date back only to 1740.

The spelling of the family name was changed from Peirce to
Pierce a short time after the four brothers, Franklin, Abijah,
Isaac, and Edwin, settled in western New York. The reason for
the change was that the people insisted on writing the name ze
instead of ez, and finally the brothers adopted the new way.

JOSIAH PIERCE, whose native town was Waltham, re-
moved to the north part of Worcester about the year 1740, and
married Susannak Gale, of Holden, about the year 1743 or 1744.
Their children were —

John, born 12 October, 1745.

Oliver, born 12 March, 1747.

Susannah, born 2 October, 1748.

Sarah, born 27 July, 1750.

Josiah, born 17 May, 1752.

Mary, born 20 April, 1754.

Molly, born 15 April, 1755.

Joseph, born 6 March, 1757.

Lydia, born 28 November, 1758.

Levi, born 15 September, 1760.

Azubah, born 20 February, 1762.

Byfield, born 30 January, 1764.

ABIJAH, born 20 September, 1765.

Joel, born 27 August, 1767.

Hannah, born 7 June, 1770.

Jarvis, born 8 November, 1771.
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John Pierce married Miss Jones, of Worcester.

Oliver married Miss Howes.

Susannah married Dr. Isaac Chenery, of Holden.

Sarah married Mr. Stephens.

Josiah married

Mary died in infancy.

Molly married Daniel Howard, of Worcester.

Joseph married Eleanor Crawford, of Northboro’.

Lydia married Mr. Glazier.

Levi married Persis Robinson.

Azubah married (1) Mr. Morse, (2) Mr. Fiske. She was the
mother of Catherine Fiske, a celebrated teacher.

Brfield married Miss Hambleton, of Worcester.

ABIJAH married (1) Sarah Bond, (2) Nancy Gay, (3) Chioe
Merrifield.

Joel married .

Hannah married John Ball, of Northboro’.

Jarvis married

The children of ABIJAH PIERCE were as follows : —
Mary, born 4 April, 1790 ; married Joseph Crosby.
Sarah, born 14 March, 1792 ; married Jason Mann.
Clara, bern 24 December, 1797. '
Benjamin Franklin, born 11 February, 1798 ; died January, 1832.
Dexter, born 14 April, 1799 ; died in infancy.
- Abigail, born 28 June, 1801 ; died in infancy.
CAROLINE, born 7 April, 1803.
Abijah, born 4 July, 1806.
Joseph, born April, 1808 ; died in infancy.
Joseph, born 7 January, 1810.
Isaac Chenery, borrr 27 August, 1811.
William Dexter, born 18 February, 1813.
Francis Edwin, born 11 January, 1815.
Addison, born 6 October, 1317.
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CrAarA PIerceE married JaAmMeEs RaymonND, of Worcester, 11
March, 1819, who died 14 November, 1877 ; she died 24 October,
1874. A daughter, Caroline, born 16 January, 1826, married Rev.
Wirriam M. Youxe, 26 October, 1849. He died 20 February,
1879 ; she resides in Meadville, Pa.

CAROLINE PIERCE was my mother, and her record will
be found with that of my father, John Adams Whitcomb.

AB17aH PIERCE married Marinda Gove Chase, of Stafford, Vt.,
3 November, 1832; (born 14 October, 1814). They were living
in Minneapolis Aprll 1887. Their children were —

Francis Edwin, born-in York, New York, 6 July, 1833 ; unmar-
ried. Captain in United States army. Address, San Carlos
Agency, Arizona.

Jane Mildred. born 13 April, 1837, in York, New York ; mar-
ried Mr. POMEROY : one son, Dr. Morris P. Pomeroy, of Minne-
apolis, Minn. Address, Minneapolis, Minn.

Clara Marinda, born 15 March, 1849, in town of Wheatland,
Wisconsin ; married Mr. LiNDsAY, and has two sons. Address,
Dubuque, Iowa.

Caroline Lucinda, twin sister of the above, married Mr.
ANSEL JOSLIN BDGBEE, 16 October, 1873. They bave had six
children : —

Lina Gertrude, born 11 September, 1874 ; died 29 May, 1886.

Clara Marinda, born 24 November, 1875.

Edwin Ansel, born 2 June, 1877 ; died 26 June, 1877.

Alex Abijah, born 5 June, 1878.

Sarah Mildred, born 28 June, 1881.

, born 12 March, 1884 ; died 16 March, 1884.
Address, Da,wson, Dakota.

JosEPH PI1ERCE married Wealthy Clarinda Allen, 1832 (who
died 20 May, 1847), and he died 7 August, 1854. He had three
children: —
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Arthur Edwin, born 2 November, 1837 ; married Miss Ada

Bradshaw, 8 July, 1863. ‘Has two sons, born at Delphi, Indiana :

Louis Chester, born 14 November, 1866.
Ralph Eugene, born 4 March, 1870.
Address, Denver, Col.

Clarinda Adelaide, born 2 May, 1841 ; married Hiram Harrt-
LEY PoE, 24 December, 1858. Both deceased. One son:—

Arthur Edwin Poe, born 20 March, 1863, at Bowling Green,
Ohio ; married, and lives near Glenwood Springs, Colorado.

Joseph Hamilton, born 22 February, 1847 ; married Sarah Ann
Stanger, 14 February, 1871. Address, Glenwood Springs, Col.

Isaac CEENERY PIERCE married Lucinda Chase, 10 Nokewm-
ber, 1838. Both are living in Rochester, New York. Their
children are — '

Samuel Chase, born 30 October, 1839, in Fowlerville, New
York. He married Ellen Farrar, 4 May, 1866, who died 14
March, 1867. They had a daughter, Ellen Farrar Pierce, born 30
January, 1867, in Rochester, New York, and now living there.

Elizabeth Gove, born in Fowlerville, New York, 25 July, 1842 ;
she married Dwight H. Wetmore, 1 June, 1869, who died 14 May,
1873. She is now living in Rochester, New York.

Carrie Eva, born 4 June, 1852, in Fowlerville, New York ; she
married Edwin A. Parsons, 30 June, 1885, and is now living in
Rochester, New York.

WiLrLiam DexTER PI1eErCE married Lucy Johnson, in Febru-
ary, 1835; she was born in Sterling, Mass., 12 February, 1813,
and died April 13,1885, He died 1 December, 1849. They had
eight children : —

The first two, Hannah Pope and Frances, died in infancy.

William Dexter, born 5 February, 1839, in Lancaster, Mass.;
married Lucy Sophia Wheeler, of Bolton, Mass., 14 December,
1859. Their children were —

(De
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Lauretta Eldora, born in Bolton, Mass., 2 December, 1860 ;
married. FRED ALBERT CUTLER, 7 August, 1879, and is now a
widow, and has a son, Arthur Adelbert Cutler, born 12 December,
1881.

Lucy Sophia, born in Boltou, Mass., 29 September, 1862 ;
died in infancy.

Emma Francis, born in Bolton, Mass., 10 July, 1864 ; married
CeArRLES E. BENNETT, 10 September, 1884.

Addresses of above, Hudson, Mass.

Francis Edward, born at Lancaster, Mass., 1 August, 1841;
married Lois Pope Randall, 7 October, 1866, who was born at
Marlboro’, Mass., 27 January, 1845. Their children are —

William Francis, born 27 March, 1867.

Ida Myrtie, born 28 February, 1869.

Harry Anson, born 18 June, 1871.

Lucy Abby, born 4 January, 1874 ; died 11 February, 1874.
Seba Randall, born 28 April, 1875.

All of the above were born in Hudson., Mass.

Elpha Lois, born in Marlboro’, 20 November, 1882.
Address, Hudson, Mass.

Henrietta Elizabeth, born at Lancaster, 10 April, 1843 ; mar-
ried at Clinton, 23 April, 1861, James HrxrveEY GouLp, born
3 May, 1838, died 8 December, 1871. They had one child, Edith
Gertrude, born 80 June, 1863, at Lancaster ; she married CHARLES
WapeE WoODBURY, of Hudson, 4 July, 1884. Address, Hudson,
Mass.

Laura Keyes, born at Lancaster, 27 February, 1845 ; married
at Lancaster, 3 August, 1862, ALFRED Dawes. They had two
children, both born at Hudson, Mass.: Herbert Nathan, born 5
February, 1871, and Lyman Irving, born 30 May, 1874, and died
23 April, 1886. Address, 33 Carmel Street, Chelsea, Mass.

Caroline Raymond, born 1 April, 1848, at Lancaster, Mass.;
married at Lancaster, 29 November, 1866, HENRY TAYLOR. They
had three children, all born in Leominster, Mass.: —
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Mabel Augusta, born 29 June, 1873 ; died 23 October, 1877.
Laura Ida, born 27 September, 1876.
Ethel Gertrude, born 19 January, 1880.
Address, Leominster, Mass.
Mary Stuart, born at Lancaster, 1 April, 1850; married JoHx

NeEwTON, 30 May, 1874 ; died at Worcester, Mass., 5 May, 1885.
No children.

Francis EpwiN PIERCE, born 11 January, 1815 ; married
Jane Eveline Briggs (born 13 November, 1819), 18 November,
1841. Both living at Kochester, New York. They have two
sons : — '

Dr. Sidney Abijah, born 10 March, 1845; married Helen
Matilda Vosburgh (born 10 August, 1846), 17 February, 1876.
They have had two children : — ' |

Lilian Jane, born 21 November, 1883 ; died 2 August, 1884.
Helen, born 10 August, 1885.
Now living in Rochester, New York.

Sanford Dexter, born 27 April, 1848. Now living in Roches-

ter, New York. Unmarried.

ADDIsON PIERCE, born 6 October, 1817 ; died in infancy,
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