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JOSEPH VINCENT#*
Joseph Vincent! was born in Virginia about 1827. He
had several brothers gnd at 1east one slster. One document

gives them as Frank, Will, Henry, John, and Lucyz, while an-

other calls them Toby and WashB.

In Virginia, the Vincent boys were without shoes part

of the timeq,Aand

. « » when they wanted to chop wood for the fire-
place, they took a short boa&rd and set it in front of
the fireplace to get hot, then they put on two pairs
of hand-knitted wool sox, grab{bed]the hot board and
ran out to the woodplle and stood on the hot board
and chopfped| wood. ‘

I do nét know in what year or Why they left Vir-
ginia, but they started west through Chio. In Ohilo
they tried to draft him for the Union Army, but belng
from the south he escaped to Missouri and settled
there . . .°. | |
Sometime during the move West, he passed through Indi-
ana where he married Rachael Lewlis, from New York and a des-

cendant of Sir Francis Drake6.

ﬁhether they stayed in Indiana long is not Known.
Froa there, however, they " ,_.f- mbvea to_Iowa and " had .
; good farm, part 1n>that state and part in Missourih [
According tb_a newspaper clipping of unknown source and
date, they got thelr homestead 1n—18405. ~In the Missouri
portion of the homestead, they kept slaves, while in the

Towa portion they did not. Accordling to one gource

# Joseph Vincent's fawmily serial number in the Vincent Fawmily
Chronicle is #22. On pedigree chart #1, he is no. 16 (il.e.
1-16). John Riley Vincent is no. 23 and 1-8. Rachael Lewls
is no. 138 and 1-~17. Almeda Gregory Vincent, 404, Al Vin-
cent, 323, Charity Vircent, 324, J. C. Vincent, 144, Bird,
147, Jesse T.(Jack) Ccnrad, #148,.



"they seemingly had a wonderful start back there"g."They

*were doing well. They had sheep, cotton, flax, and were

Prosperous e« « o 10 Raphael taught schoolll.

Although they were doling well . and Joseph would
liked to have stayed there, his wife was the restless type
and decided to ‘“go West"l2,

She was a terrific human dvynamo, with the Francis
Drake compulsicen and could not stay "put"l3, , . Her
husband_thought it was rediculous to leave for parts
unknownl4, |

« « o She decided to come West, She did all the
work of getting ready — made the thread, the cloth,
and the clothes — even the wagon covers. Mr. Vincent
came along. I do not remember how many children they
had with them thenld, : .

In 1864 they left 16. Very little is known about the

trip West except that 1t toox five months. It 1s assumed
that they took the Oregon Trail used by most of the Pioneers
of that day except the Mormons, and crossed the Snake River'
at Burley,Idaho. |
Grandma fRachaeﬁ told my husband*[Mr. Fahl}

about crossing Goose Creek (Burley, Idaho) when it

was swoolen with rain. The gulde knew where to cross

but the current washed the dirt away. The mules lost

their footing and were cut off from the wagon to save

it. 1}\fiules washed out into the Snake River and were
lost™! = :

They settled . . . sowmeplace in the Goose %gke
region in Southern Oregon and Grants Pass , , .

Apparently the famlily lived in eastern and southern

Oregon for a while. Mrs. A. S. Vincent? believes that the
brothers and the sister, Lucy, settled in eastern Oregon,
the Rogue River valley and the Willamette valley, and that

their descendants are still there. She also mentions in a



letterl9, that some Vincents and Hammerslys (Lucy's des-
cendants) are still in that area. There as in other

places in the West, Rachael served as a nurse and -midwifeeo.

From eastern and southern Oregon, Joseph and his family
moved on to Umatilla County and settled at Gravelly Flats.
There he took out a homestead of a quarter section or 160
acres. He once told that he had riden a horse all over

Walla Walla valley and could have had his choice of any land®t

He gave a corner of his land for a church and a nelgh-
bor on the adjolning homestead gave a corner of his land
for a school. Both the school and the church were glven
the name Vincent, and the little settlement at that cross-
roads that was once called Gravelly Flats now became Vincent,
Oregon. Still later, the town was renamed Umapine, the name
it bears today°<.

husband
Rachael never lost her restlessness, and "wanted her

to move on. Although he was considered an influential man
in the community, she considered him too complacentEB.

She finally left him, taking their youngest child, Mollie
(or "Sis") with her. The others hse left with their father
-—Henry,-John Riley, Matilda, and Elizabeth Minerva — in-
tending to come back for them later24. She never returned,
howe§er25’26. A daughter-in-law of Joseph's says that:
"his wife left him and took Mollie with her leaving all the

rest with their father (2 better man never lived) . . 27

One of the childreyp,John Riley, then four or five years



old, later told his children, how as a boy he had stood for
hours with hils nose against a window pane 2t their home in

Umapine, crying and walting for his mother.to,returnQa,

Because of the children, Joseph soon remarried. His
bride, Almeda Gregory Wilson?had been born in Missouri, and
had crossed the plalins with the Clint and Walt Hodgens Wagon

Train. Like the others che had also crossed the river at

the Goose Creek crossing near Burley, Idaho.gg. All say that

she was a good wife and fine housekeeper and ~wes & good
step-mother to the childrenBo She and her husband later

had a son, Al, & half-brother to the reét,

Mrs., Harry B. Simpson (Dorothy Dorcas Conrad) describes
the Vincent home in Umapine as follows:

I knew your : great. grandfather, Joseph Vincent, and
hie second wife, Almeda, when I was a little girl. . .
I remember thelr nice home with such & green lawn and
2all kinds of flowere and somehow I especially rewmember
a croquet set on the lawn. They were located »gry near
the Vincent school which was on their property.®#, I
graduated from the eighth grade there in 1908 (still
have my diploma). At that time I remember the school
had three large rooms with 2 hall running all the way
through the building. The playground: was large and

fenced in, with locust trees growing around the fence-
The boys had a big enough place to play baseball. The

girls played townball dareuase,'etc.

I remember your igrodt‘ grandfather was a very
kind man and he was considered one of the prom%Tent
men of the community, and a man ol some means

Joseph Vincent is described by Mrs. Jack Fahl (Betty

(Yeager)ssaying that ". . . he was gentle, slow, and willing

%% Wrong. The Vincent School was across the street froum the
Vincent homestead. The land was glven by a neighbor.



Lo vty ,"pu(."?"’. Mrs., Ao . Vincont (Cheaye t.‘v.(:um-m'i-),. hlue
daughter-in-law, described him as "a better rzan never lived
o« .33 Hé Was'sﬁch a wonderful man, never had an enenmy.

I almost worshipped him. My husband, Al, . . . was such a
grand man like his father:" 34.

John Riley Vincent, one of Joseph's sons, took out a
homestead in October 1882, adjacent to his father's, but
gave it up in 1886. Why is not known, but it is suspected

that he had some of his mother's wanderlust.-

When John Riley“passed away ' in Summerville in 1893,
acedrding to " nls daughter-in-law,

« « o his father Joseph went with a wagdn,and
team and moved the famlly over to Walla Walla where
they lived till Queen Ann, the zother, passed on 1in

He kept them and supplied them with all
they had. After Queen Ann passed on Al and his
father Joseph took the ch%%dren . « = We kept the
girl Bird and l1little Ray .

(Although Joseph's grandson, J. C. Vincent, who was present
as a &oung boy of about nine at the time, disagrees with
that statement, saying that it was mnos and Eliza-
beth Goodman and their daughter, Eunice, who actually went
for them in the wagon, the quotétion is put in here to show

how well Joseph was thought of.)

J. C. Vincent says he remembers distinctly seeing his
grandfather, Joseph, then 67 years of age, standing on the
lawn of his home in Umapine, with his shoes off, and he
remembers in partiéular his feet with six toes. 'Passipg
through Unmapine at that time when he was nine years o0ld was

the first time he Had seen his grandfather, at least since



since he coul@# remember, and Joseph made quite an impression

on his grandson36.

Sometime early 1ﬁ the 1900's, a quarrel took place be-.
tween Joseph and his soﬂ, Al, over the homestead. Evidently
Al wanted to nove on and needed money. In 1901 the homestead
was sold for $10.00 an acre, $1600.00 in al1l37. Al then went
with his father and with Bird and Jack Conrad,’to Okanogan,

where they secured another homestead, this one in Al's name2°.

Joseph did not like Okanogan and never adjusted'to it,.
He grieved continuously for his old homestead and for Oregon
and his farily. Telling about the selling of his homestead
in Umapine and going to Okanogan Co., John Eugene, another
grandson had this to say:

And with the same pioneer spirit he sold out and 1
moved to Okanogan Co., Washington, and a new homestead
about 1898 { dates differ 7§, where they say he died of
homeslckness and a brokeﬁ'heart39.1 1903 7
Al left the homestead at Tonasket, on Enneas Lake,

Okanogan County, and returned to the Umapine-Walla Walla area.

Joseph Vincent was buriedvat Looris, Washington.

Pictures. Picture Album #2. (13th and l4th leaf from front)

Vincent School, #106. = Original building, #107
Vincent Church, #10%, 108
Joseph Vincent's hHome in Umapine, #103, 1l04.
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HISTORY OF UMAPINE, OREGCN

Extracted from letter form Mr. Tom Greene, Superintendent-
Principal, Umapine School, dated 13 January 1962. (Letters,
P. 195 )

The settlement at what was once called Gravelly Flats
was named Vincent, after Joseph Vincent, an early land-
owner who gave land for the first school and church. Be-

cause of the fact that there was another post office called .

Vincent.in Oregon, the name of the settlement was changed

in 1914 to Umapine.

The first school in the cammunity was the "0l4d Dump
School,”" which is in the location where the'Pleasant View
School now stands. Mr. Tom Green was prindipal there  for
eight years. There are no written records of that period.
The students next attended a school taught in_the home of

Fanny Wright. There are no records of this period either.

In 1892 or '93, Joseph Vincent gave a corner of his
land for the school and a church. (Mr. J. C. Vinéent says
that his grandfather gave a corner for the church and that
the land for the school was given by another person.) A one
room school was built on that land, in what is now used as

summer fallow wheat land, across the street from the pfesent

location.

Later a three room school was constructed and Kyle

McDaniel was appointed principal. 1In 1911, the district
portion of

was bonded for %15,000 and the new brick building now in

use was constructed. 1In 1927, the remainder was built, cowm-

pleting the bullding as 1t is today.



In 1955, @ new structure, the Vocational Agricultural Buil-

dlng‘was completed.

The church, on the origlnal land across the street
from the present school, is a United Brethern Church today.
The church burned down twice but each time a new building

replaced the o1d in the original location.

An area known as old Hudson Bay trading post was lo-
cated about two miles out of town, in the Umapine School
diét?ict. It is not strictly a trading post, however, but

a place where the Indians camped and watered their hcrses.

The cemetary for the area in those days was the 01d
Ford Cemetary in or near Milton-Freewater. At least one

member of the Vincent family 1s buried there.



