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THE "\TASSALLS OF NE·w ENGL ... r\ND. 

Ami$.-Az. in d1ii·f a sun. in 
b:ise a ch~ ice, or. 

Cust.-.\ :-h111 with ma,:ts aod 
sbroud3 ppr. 

JJc,t{,,.-~~f•pc pro rt?ge, Semper 
pro repul>lica. 

It has been tl}.e intention to embody in the following 
communication, all the imp(1rtnnt information that is 
upon record jn New Eng1:rn1.l concerning the Y 11ssall 
family. Where any discrepan~ies in dates or facts on 
recorJ have been detected, both authorities n.re general
ly giYen, anJ no errors in prcYiou:-:ly published ~ketches 
of the family ha.Ye been correcter.I without unquestion
able :nnhoriry from one or more: source~. To present 
anything like a complete or perfect genealogy of tlie 
family with tl1e resources nt our commnnd, i!'- ~imply 
an impossibility. Some inuivitluab, notwithstanding 
a.II efforts to the contrary, bu Ye been entirely lost sight 
of, but to compc-nsatc in a measure for thi::;, tlie writer 
has the s!lti~faction of pre~cntiii; m11ch ihat. is 11cw and 
interesting concerning otlirr5 of whom nothing has 
been }1eret0fore pu 'bli::3hed. ft i:e; to be hoped thnt the 
~ubject rn:1y rcceiYc fuuher art~·ntion from dc:-:cendants 
in }:n~land and the ,rest lnLlie~: that the work thus 
begun m:iy, in time, he satbfacturily conc..·ludeJ. 

1. Jon~ V.-\~SALL, the first of 11 is name of wliom ,\·e l1a ,·e any de
finite j uforrna t ivn

1 
was an aldcrma 11 of Lo1Hlnn, :uid i u l 5SS fj tte<l 

out and comma?H.k•d two ships of war, with ,vbicl, lie j1lll1P1J the rnyal 
navy to oppo~c the Spanish armada. He v.-a:::. tl,e dt~s~cll1h111t of an 
ancie11t French famil~·, tr:-1<:<·d l,ack, it is cla~mcd, to t\w t·lrventh 
ccnturv, uf tl1e house of Dn Yas='all, Barons de~ G1wrdeu, in Qnerci, 
Peri g-o,rd. II e had son~: 2, Sauutel; and 3, 1 f 'if/i,: m. 

(1~) 2. S.-\)£L:F.L YAS~ALL wa:-:; 011e of the urig-in:d pat0ntf'C8 0f lauds 
· ,r ' · 1 , =>" I 1~· . • I C 1n .;h:issacIrn:-:1.•tts u1 o:.::S, am au o 11~Pr 111 t IL' -ompa11y; was an 
alderrnau of Loudon, a11d .JL P., i11 Jti40-41; to(lk tlw Cu\'Cllant in 
lG-!3; iu 1G-1ti ,vas appoiut(~d commi:--~i 1 ,ller f,1r the ki!ig-dom of E1:g--
1antl for the co11~ervatio11 or re:1C(~ with ~c1,tL111<J. IIi:s ll)Olll1Illt 1 llt in 
Ki11.g-';-; cl1apc1, Bost<,u, ~ew Eu.~.dawl, c·rectcd l>y F1orcntiu;-; Ya~sall 
in l ,tiG, ~t'ts forth that he \l:as "a ~tl·ad_y a!ld undaunt(•il a:::;sr·rter of 
the libt.·rtic:-; c,f E11! . .daricl in lf,2S: lil' w:t;-; t!ie fir~t who L,}Idh· refu:-ed 
t,> 8nLmit t" ti:e t;:x uf tom1:1~1; ariCl p0 u:id:i~e, an unconstit11t1oual 
chim <,f tht> c..Tuwn arl,itrarily irni 1u:-:c·d; fl,r which (to tlic rt1ir1 of lti;::; 
f:unily\ l,i.-; µ,·,,o,.!s were t,t·izu! ;tli,I Lie'i pc-r:Soll impri~ori(·d by tlic 
:-;Ltr ,:i:a1iil 11 ·r c,,urt. . . . . Tlie padiame11t in :Iuly, lfi1l, v1>lt'd 
l1im .LlO,-t 1;1: 1~: :2. f->r bi~ darn~l~i•~. and rcsol·.-ed that he should 
l.,0 furtlwr Cd!1~:(l~r~,J fur hi:; p~;=-~ 1 H1al sufferin~s.'' Failing-, ho,vc\·er, 
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to rcco\cr the ~unonnt of l1is damag-cs, he petitioned parliaruent, 
January i:J, lt551, :-iwwiug that lie bad cridured iwpri~ui1llll'llt f.Jr 
about sixteen years, an<l Leen stripped of his goods; that de~pit<: 
tlie ,·otc of parliament "i!e h:u.l not rccei ved .ime JJeirny ;~' tl:::, t 
£2,591 : 11 : 6 had bct:11 lent to tlw parliamcHt. Ly lii1n in IrelawJ 
·' in tr.eir great ~traigl1ts ;'' tbat £3,328: 2 : 7 were due for the servi<:e 
of one of his si:ips; and be~id{>s all tliis, another vessel-the :\lay
flower, had when ladeu awl rnauued, LeeH taken a.ud wade u:-.e of 
against the enemy '"to the o,·erthrow ur his Yoyage and liis gn.·at 
1osse.'~ IIis name headed the snl,~cription li~t to raise money agaiu~t 
the re Le ls iu Ireland, aud his ,vlwle life was indicative of the energ-y 
and liberality ,vhich characterized many of his descendants. lle 
bad one son: 4, John. 

(1.) 3. "'\Yu.1.1.n1 Y ASSAI.L, born about 1590, the first of his name 
,~ho came to this country, was an AssiRtant in the· ~fas~achusetts 
Bay Compuuy, and oue of tlie original patentees of Nci,v· EnglaHd 
lands. At a fonna1 mectiug of tl1e Go\·cn1or and Company held Octo
ber 15, 16~9, he~ with <1tliers, was appointed "to go o\·er," a11d in 
the next year lie arri,cd iu this couutry, but returned after n short 
stay, in the shj p Lyon. In ~June, 1635,- he em bark~d with ,vif e aud 
six cl1i1dn~n on bo~rd the Blessin~, for Ke,v England. Upon his 
aniYal b(-re it wi.>uhi seem that he settled first iu Roxbury; for we 
find in th,~ Church Records of that towu tlw fo11o·wing eutry, ma.de 
by the Hev. Jvhn Eliot in his accou11t of the church members: '' :Mrs. 
Anun. Vassaile, the wire of ~Ir. \Yillia Y.a~sailc. Her husbanu 
broug11t fin~ djih1ren 1o this land, Judith, Frances, John, ~Jargan:t, 
)Iary.!'* li(H". 10:1g he remaiued at Rt,xbury we do uot know, but, 
November 28, l(j3G, i,\YC firH.1 him C()nnected with tl1e clrnrci1 at Scitu
ate, in which town Deane f.ays he crccte<l a house in 1635, on la11<l 
laid out to him bv order of the Cc1nrt, and w}11clt he ca Ped '\Yest 
New·lau<l. Ile took the oatli of fidelity nt Scituate, February l, 1G3S. 
In D..;ccmbcr, 1 fi3D, Jicew::e ·was grautcd 11im "to make a;1 oy~ter 
bed ii1 ~ orth Hi Yert before bis bousc. In l u-12 he wa~ chosc•u one 
of a conncil of war, a~r~ressions having lJccn threateucd by tlie 
Narrag-ansctts, and in 1643 liis uamc appears on the militia roll. Jn 
lG-14-5 1,e \\.,.as prorni11~ntly coucer11ed in tlic di,;i~iun of the dillrch 
at Scituate, and tl1t3 settlement of )Ir. \Yitherell o\.,.er tlic di:-;1,ffected 
portion, ~i~a1n::;t th~~ alh-i,.:,'.c and prt,te~tations of the clrnrcl!CS at Ply
mouth ar,d ~lar~htidd. The separation of tlie clinrches arrn;e par
tialiy from the ,iews lwld by it~ pa~tur, tlic Rc1·. Clrnr1e~ Ciiauucy, 
npo11 the ordi11a11Cf.! of liapt1~m, with wlium 1Ir. Va~~a1l had t:a1 ly 
di:;;puted on <loctrinal poi1Jt:,.t In lG.JG lie sailt1d fur En~·laHd, in 1he 
Supply, in aid of a pi!tition for the n·drcss of \vru11g::; in tln: g1)\'<.Tl!

meIJ t, a ml ncn?r ret uni ed, liu t ir1 1 G4S rern,n·ed to Ba rl>adoct\ a11d 
tliere died in lti5;), ~lged (i;j years. His wii! is dated at Barl1adue~~, 
July 13, 16~,5. He lJequeatLed to his son J(lflfl 011e-third of all his 
estates, and th<:' renw.indcr to hi:s danghter::- Judith, Franees, _.\nil, 
)Iargaret and ~1ar:v. llis :-;,Jn ,\·as nppointed execut(.)r, ::11tl iu }1is 
absence ~icob:S \V:i.rt\ wiw appointed, .\Iay S, lti5G, Capt. Joslin~ 

* .:\ntl O!le otl1er, .\rm, ~(t,:r\•:ilr,is uurri~«l !o :S:i«'olas ,vart"•. 

t For au intt:rt:stiu; d:::cu~:-;i,m t•f the snlij:!ct ~~c D,':1.ne':; Scituate. 



Tim Vassalls of J\~ew England. 5 

H :!L!nr:I (if H~nghn.m, his attor11~y for the sale of th~ Scituate estnte, 
uy virt1w of two wriliu~:~, 011!! ~ig-ue,i by 1::-;-; 1 >ln·tl \\ .. i:ite arnl .Jam,_...:::; 
Adam:-;, Fel,rnary 18, 1 G5G, and tl1e other by :.\fa rgarPt aI1d )Iary Y as
:-;dl, )!arth 3, lfj5_.t5. Tlie e~tate was cm1Yeyed l,~- Jo:-;liua Huul>ard 
to J 1..>l1t1 Cushen and JL.ttliyas Bri~·g·~, f1Jl' £ I 20, and co11~i~t ed of 
aLont 120 ae~s, with house a11d Lan,~. The deed was si~·w:d l>v . .., ~ 

Josl111a Hubltard, Re~oh-ed \\ ... hite and Judith liis wife, aud James 
Adams, ,Jul•y 18, 165,. By liis wife Ann, born abont 1590, he had 
1:-;~uP: 5, Judith; 6, Frances; 7, John; S, Arm; 9, J.1[argaret; 10, 
J.lla n/. 

(i) 4. J orrs VASSALL, n-iarried Anna, the dang11ter of Juhu Lewis, 
an EBg-lislt re::;idcnt of Genoa.. He early. S(~ttltd at Jamaica., \Vest 
In<l;es, alld there died. IIis widow i,urvive<l him an<1 dit)J between 
1,~3 rtr:d 1725. He had at least two sons: 11, TVilli 1Lm.; aucl 12, 
I..r!ona.rd; from whom descended all of ilie name of whom we have 
any ~u l.,.::;eq 11c1it record.* 

c:=-:.) 5. JcDITH ,-.ASSALL, born ahont 11319; joined the church at Sci
tn:.te, :\Ia-y 1-!, 1G37; married Re~ulvedf \\'hit<·, at Scitnate, April 8, 
1G40, and diet! a.Lout 16,0. Clli!t1reu were: TF"illiam, b. lt3-i2; John, 
L. IG.f-1; Samuel, b. 1646; Resofred, b. lu-!S; Anna, b. 1649; Eliza• 
br.t!,., b. 165~; Josiah, L. lG5-!; Sz1,sm~1U1l1., b. 165G. 

(8.) 6. FRAXCE.S VAS~ALL, born al,on t. 162H; ma rrit~d '-T an1est Adams, 
at )1arshfie1r1, Jniy 16, lti-16. Children were: lFilliam, b. 1647; 
.:-1i!n1-, lJ. J(j49; llic/l(l.-rr/,ff'b.·1651; .Jf,zr7,1, b. 1G5;~; .Jhu·garet, b. 1654. 

(3.) 7. Jou:-; VA~SALL, born alJout 1G25. In 1G43 l1is name is on 
tl1e militia roll of ~cituate; freeholder in IG-!7; lien tenant under 
Cudworth in 1G52; arid later, bore the rank of captain. Decctnber 
16, 1 G52, he sold Ii is house in Bos ton, wit li 1 a 11d a ttachcd, to ~I ark 
!Jauch:,'' ~aylurt for £59. In lfiGl he sold bis Scituate estate5 a11d 
rerw >Yco 1 it i~ sn ppu~cd. to tl10 \ \"\·::;t lLd ies, hut later, c1 ccord i11g· to 
Sa.v:1g~c, ",vas e11g-a~2;ed in the settlement at Cape FPar, N. C .. and in 
1651 applied for reiief here to be ~ent to hirn~elf and f,Jl!1)Wt>rs." 

(3.) S. ANs YAS:3.-\LL~ born abc,u t 1 G2D; married previ,.1us to July, 
1G55, Xicn1a~ \\-are of Yirginia, anrl ~wttkd, prubaLly, at Barbadoes. 

(3.) 9. ~L.\I{GA~E1' YA:::::SALL, l,orrI ab,iut lG:}:3; l!larri 1 ·d nfter ~farch, 
1G5G, Joshua·~ Hubbard. The deed of sale uf lil•r fatl11.:-r·s estate in 
-------------------

:i' Thert} v;a.s r~ Sarnnd Yn..,:--all : .. :-ra-lu:,~,:-,1 :tt 1hn·an1 Co11~·t:\i in ]G9:i. fl[ w110m 
th<:re b 11<:, forth~-r r,~c·t1rd, ~~i.\"t: tli;:·t }!,-. L1o,r,, tli1• t:t!•· of maj,,r; m,! wa:; ~nlled. '; of 
Bo:--tuu." Ht' wa:;, perb:tp:-, an ddt•r htoth"r uf \\'illiam a1~d Lt't1!ianL 

t Son of \\-iil1;,m anil ~ll:-:tirnah, :rn•l dd,~r hrotl1H nf Pert'~ri11t! \Y11itP. Ht') re
l!h>\"t·1l frc:-m ~•.:i:na:,• to :\1:ir:.:litidJ in 1{.;G:.:. wli~•n· !11~ rt:·rnain,:;1 until lti7U. Dt->~111.:. 
~ay:-; th:it 1w11P- t-,f l1i:-: d1ildrl'Il ~ettit""1l at· ~1:ituat"", th••ir po:-tt>rity l.,eiug found ia 
Pl)!H;,uth :ui-1 Ed:-tol ctHtnti,·:-, anii :-<HIJi' rl'lnove,l to B-Lrb:.llt•t':-.:. 

t S,;11 ur' .Jol::1, who c·:lllll-' to X,·'\Y En~!ancl i:1 ~!iip I·\,rtmw~ J G:;l. F:u·m•-·r st:1h::-; 
t11:1.t 11~ di1:,l 1c:;1~ lrnt h!;-; !l:ll:i•: ,Ya~ ~~tt::d1,•1l to a tlf••·•l a~ !:.tP a~ JG;°>7. 

,S Tll'_:r,' =-~:•:n;:: to lw ~ii!ll•' ntli:Prr:ti:1tr in ri-~:;,r,i td l1im. In tht> ~IS. of l'n':-icleut 
S:;·l••.--. it is :,;: it""cl t!1:1t R,,_._ .!n~!!!l:l · lhi,ar~·. H C, 1ti;:,! 1, ~<111 oi" l'et,·r, :-:-,ilt-,l for 
H :ri tit"·=-, J;tly 1,;. }tj;j.-,; rnarrit>(l tl11.~:-•· .\i ril l ,;, i1;:i1:, :'-far~ar..t Va:--all: ~ai!etl 
f: i1tll ;!ll'nc·t· to L,)!irion, wh,.•r" ltt~ an ivt·•! .July fi, i 1;;·11;; rdtil"lktl tn );'1•\\· E11~!:1.nd, 
wli•·r,· i1-~ arriv,·,i ::: •1,t,•1111,~•r r,. 11:ii:I; :rn,l ,•;lwr•· !ii;-; wit•.• di1·1i ·' f,,11r (b_v:,; ;,ftt·r.~' 
!! · •.,·:,, r1u!·1i•·cl :-:••t·nnd, t11 JLln· It:it11~fur,l nt" g1••:-io11. an,l n•mo\·•·•l to :,:;"u:lwld, 
~: \•· ,ri 1-- .. \\lt•·r,~ lw .it,·,l in ;,-i:1!•·r uf lili.i-17. I:y bi:- wil,• :.I.ir..;::r,·t lt,· h;~d 
'.! :.• · •!,! l"!ti!:lr··ll. Hn,•; tu rtTCHl•·ik tii:s :-t.:Lt•·l!l1·11t wil!r !lit~ w1•r~l:t:~ t·t th~· d,·~-J. 
'·: ~.;;,_. uf iit·r fatht.·r'::: ~-,:ituate esta:r, wc ar1..' ut ~1. 1,,,:;~ tu k111J,~·: :uid ;,n.! cuu:\..'l~t. to 



6 Th.e Vassalls of JVew England. 

E-citnr:tc. was sii·ncd by .Tnshna 11n11l,3.nl, in heh~df r_,f h;,.-;:!°·ofe 1r./'': 
July IS, 1G5,. In tlic settlement of the estate of l'<1r11fort Starr. 
phy~ician, in l(jf,9, the name of ~fargarct Va~sall occurs as debtor. 

(3.) 10. )L.\RY YA~SALL, born a uont I 634:, was ae..ve and unmarried 
at Barba<lc,es in July, 1 G55. 

(4.) 11. \Yrr.LLUI ·vAsS . .\LL, born in Jamaica, \V-. I.~ atJJ left one 
sou: 13, J.'lorentius. • 

(4.) 12. LEo~ . .\RD \r ASSA.LL (1fajor), Lorn in Jamaica, "\\"'."". I., June 
10, lG,S; \\~as twiec married: 1, to nutb Gale of '-Jamaica, born S,~p
tcmber 30! 1GS5, by wl10n1 he lin<l seveuteen children; ~he died in 
Boston, and was buried }.Iarcli 14, 1733-4; 2, to widow Pbel,e* 
Gross, April lG, 1734, by wlwm lie hn<l one d.1ug-l1ter. He died in 
Boston, J uue 20, 1131, a11d was buried J unc 23. II is widow sur
vin)cl him, and married at Rraiutree, IIon. Tliornasi" Gre~n·es of 
Charlesto-..vn, February 11, 1738, alld afterwarch:, Fr:1ncis Bnrlalld (1f 

Bo.ston. He removed to Bostou Lefore July 24, 1723, on whicli d~1y 
11is daughter :.\fary wns baptized at K.i11g-'s Clwpel. II<~ w~is t~arly 
con11ected w·i tli Ul1rist t Chu rcli, awl was elected \Varden April 3, 
1727; here l,e continued to worship, at iutcrvals at 1east, for tlif.! rc-
1naindE'r of his lifetime. In 1730-3:3 lie was instrumental 111 foulldin<:.:,· 
Trinity Cllurd1, Du~ton. The oril-:~;i:ial building- \i:.·a~ en·cted ou I:111:J 
conveyed l,y liim in 1730 to Jollll B,1rr1c~, John Giubin and ,villian1 
Speakmau, for the sum of £514 : 7: 2, whieh l.1ud, ,dth terwment 
thereon, he had pnrcliased of \\"illiarn Speakman, uak<}r, .:\ pril :!5, 
1728, for £-150. Tlic lot, now covcrl'd by the pre:-:;eut chnrr:li, '\\·a-, 
buu11dcd 86 feet on SeYeil-~tarr lane (Summer stre<:t\ a11d lC~ f1.·et 
on Bi~lwp~~ lane (Haw Icy street), and i:-1 Ilear1y nppusi te thf! e:;ta te 
,vhid1 lie had pun:lia~t•d iu April 24:, 17:!7, of Sirne011 Stoddard, aud 
,vhcre he re~ided until Iii~ deatl1. His estate~ in I3ra111trce w,:rc 
large and valual,le, l'CJnsisti11g; of 2} acrl'S of orci1ard purclrnst'c.l LJf 
13e1ij. Yea~ey, yeoman, .Jlan:b, 1730, for J.:100; 2-! ncre~ of 11plan·l 
anLl rnead,)\'.", a11<.l 2 acre:-; ~alt marsh pun.:lia:--ed of EL111111ud \Yil~un, 
ycomau, same clatt>, for £-!GS; three lot~ <Jf 15, 11 a11tl 5 acres re
specth·l·ly, p11rd1a:-: 1.'d of Tii1.•rnas Uro:-::l.1t>y, h111liulder, ~wnie <late, fur 
£725; ozw half of [>G acn•s farm i:t11d, witlt 01H:-f(lnrtli uf hou~e a!id 
l>ar11, · together with 011e-lial f uf 1 G acre:-; of wood lantl and ~waru p, 

relillqui:.:h th!: maHt:'r to :-0111e 111,,r,! p•!!':--·'VHi,1:.!' i>nquirPr. .Jo::-hu:1 Hul,l>:trd: th? 
lrn~ba11,.l of ~Iar;-::rd Y:1:-::-,;all, w:,~ t'\·i1l1·utly a dilf, r1·nt i:11li\·i,ln:d from th'-' capt:tiu 
of the ~:1me nam,_.. v.-1w nct,·d attor11ey for the> ~ale of \Yil1iam Va;::-:all's e:'!ta~e. 

* ~li•~ was d:1t1~i1ter t>f ~:i.mut>l Pt•nh:dln"v of Porbmonth, ~. II.~ l,y ~farJ· [Cutt] 
hi~ ,dr\•. ll•: ·,<:a,.; Loni nt ~t. :--.1:t.lio1,, Ell_d:rn1l, .l11ly i. J(jfi;); ,1it-rl at Fort~111<..H1th, 
D<'Ct-mh1~r ~- 17:2G. Hi:-- wif•~ ~::I:- tht.· d:u1d1t'"r of Pn•:-:d,,nt .Jci!rn Catt. 11\· Ih11,!:d1 
his "·ire. ~h,· wa:-- bt>lll Nm·,,mli•·r l "'i, 1 C:_:~\ :rn,i die,1 l-'t·brn:1ry 8, 17i3. Tlidr 
rcrn:..1.ins are intern·.l iu the family lmr,:,i11g ~r,mu(l at Port.,.111<..,utlt. 

t Thoma~ Gr.,-a\"t•~, II. C .• 17P3. dii-:-1i 111 Iii~ :-l~•Pp .Jun<' 1!"1, 17+7, ~-..; ... .I C;1, :l!!<1 was 
1_,arit!rl ii1 C1,:l:-l•!:-:tt)W!l. Hi:; wido,•: 1w1rri, 1 d :~t Bo:-:t(,H. Fra1wi:-- Hor::1.:1,1. ,t~rclr :21, 
17-1~)-;j!l, n.nd di,·,l a widow A1,ril ;_;, 1 i'i:i, a._:,•rl i:0. ,J0l1?1 H,nhwl ff}W 1narri .. ·d. iier 
d:rn;htt,r l 1y L•.!011:ml Va;-;:--::111, wa-i h,·r h..--t htt::dJ:~n..i'$ s,.m an,l h ·ir. 

t Cliri::;t Chur('h on 8:i!ern :-tn•et, Bil~to1i, is ()?le of the old..-.--: clinr('h edifi~(:S i'.1 

1 . . . . l . 1- ,., 1~ ·1·· 1 C 1 l T) 1 • t 1,, ('Jty, !1:~vtr1_.; t,q•a end,•( 111 ,:.. >. ,t!·.-. 11:1,)t 1y ut Pr, '· 1 •• w:1;-; t.t~ r;r,t 
re,·!or. He wr\~ th" ~o!l of ,IajPr J,dl!l CL1tli>r. !,!'l:ul11at .. ,l at ILn·:,ril 171'1: r,•1·!,·,:-- uf 
Str:lt!'r,ri'i, (>rrn., 17i•:i-1,l!l; pr,·:--:id,·!1t of Y:d1• C11l!•·L'.•'

1 
17]'.l-l"i'::~:2; :-ettit.-d ,,.,-._.;:

Chri::t Church iu 17:23, all(.l died its rt·dor, .Au;;u:-it 17, 1-;c;,, a~ed S:!. 
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p ;n-c11 :1 s{',1 c,f O >,.,!d IT n:::sey, t!i ~: ri 1H:r, of X an tnckct, Oct (J1)er, l ~ ~3, 
for J.;5:25 (this last property \\·a~ cn1n·eyel1 hy dct;d of gift to liis sou
in-law Bl'11j. St,:drnan, J1111t• G. ] 734, awl rceo11vc:yeJ to OLcd IIns~ey 
for tlii: nrig·in:11 ~nm of £525, on ,J:1ly 3, 1135); 5 acres ofwoo<.1 land 
purdia~etl of Be11j. Owen, cordwaim·r, ~fay 13, 173-1; 8 a<:rcg pnr
cl1ased of )IelictaL,el Fi~lter of Dedham, )lay ~S. 173G, for £200 bills 
of credit.; 7 al'r~:-; (,f ,,.·ouci lan(\ pnrcliased of Ebenezer Field, li,>t1::;c
wrig·ht, ~fay l ";3:2. for £;3:3 : 15; and IO acres of wood land purdrnsed 
of \ Yi! I iarn Fi<!Id, Iionsc-w ri~h t, ~fay, 173 7, for £100. II is ,~..-i 11, C!ltcred 
upou Suffulk Pr11l.,a.te, is dated June 10, 1737; ''"e have space here 
hut for· a fe,v brief extracts. To his daughter Huth he ga\'C 5" in 
ad..lition to the marringe portio!l already gi\·en lier. To his daugh
ters Elizabeth and )Iary, re~pccti\·e1y, he gan~ £1000, to Le paid out 
of tbe rents and profit;-; of l1is "Plantation and Sng-arwork in_ Luana, 
in the parish of St. Elizalietl1's i11 Jamaica.1

' To l1is daughter Sn:;a.11-
na be g·ave a like amonut, togctLer with certain plate he l1ad pur
chased from Samuel Smith and wife Anna ( one of the grauddaugbters 
and heirs of Iii~ motlier Ann ·v-a.ssall), so tl1at she n1ight have an 
equal share w·ith her sisters jn their gTandrnothcr'::; plate. After the 
statement of certri,in conditious relatiug- to the ahcn~e bequest~, the 
·will proceeds: ""'\\~hereas the Laud aud Soil of my Lefore mc!ltioncd 
Plantation and .Sufr.lrwork at Luana. is Elltaih·d upon my son LPwis, 
after rny Decea~e, but the Kegroes, Cattle, Utensils and Stock there
on, aud all the appnr'-· 1

•,:: thereunto Lelongi11g-, as l ikewisc my Land, 
X cgrocs, Ca ttie ~ C ten~ils a11d n ppur'·cs at X ew Sa -vauna, as al~o sixty 
acres of Land in Luana. near tl:c :Middle Quarter Road, and joyuiug 
the Estate formerly Cul. Came~, ,Yere purcliased by me. . 
I give and beqr.e~~th the U$e c,f all my ~ egroes, Cattle, Utensils a11d 
Stock wch shaII be 011 the said pla11tatiorn, unto my sc.l 
sou Lewis." " I tern, whereas tlH~rc was a cert n.i n ag-rcerneu t bet ween 
D\Y Ilond 1notlic:r • .\.rn1a Yassall deced. and my~c~lf tliat so 1nuch of her 
E:;;tate tliat she shoul<l be plca~cd to giYc unto ~Jc at her decease 
sl1ould i11st0.ad tlicrcof be l>y her gi,i.?n unto my helo\·ed sou John; 
and ,.:d1ere..1s I have by one certain Deed hy me dnly executed, made 
a further pnn-isiun for my s 11 s011 at1d his Heirs, I do therefore, in 
cousideration thereof, l10rehy 0llly give and devise uuto my said son 
~T olm t lie snrn <.•f fh·e sliilli ng~-" " I t0m, I gin·• a ncl Leq nca th n n to 1ny 
Lelon:'.d son \\~1!liam aud his Heirs fore\·cr, all my Right, E~tntc, 
'l'itl.~ nn<l I11tere.::-t which I no,\· l1ave in a certain Sugar Plantation, 
\York::; a]l(l Bui ltli n;;s there oil, t<>~·etlier ,vi th t1:e Stock, X cg-roes and 
otiH.'r Impl(•mcnt::; w•·: 1 sliall be tilf'reon at tlie time of rny Decea~e, 
a11d w<:i, I li.d<·l.r po:-;~esied iIJ Partllcrsl1ip with Dng-al Car!1pl,elI, 
Ge!lt=i, a!ld 1~ situate 011 Green h:la1H.l River, JJt)ar Ora11g·e 13aY in the 
Pari~li of Hanr:nYer, at 1lic \\~est End of ,L1rn~1i,_·a a1Ht,Tuy11.i11g the 
Pla11tation I lian: ~-iY('Il liv Dt~ed Ullt1_, rn,· St111 ~T,,lrn and iii:-; Heir::; as 
is a!"ure:,;aid: I al.,,'. g-i\·e ~uuto rn_v ~aid S,,i, \filli~1m a1Hl lii~ lh·irB 
fur(\"L'l", tl:<· (IJl('-l1aH .,f t!:rc·e lllllldr1··l aen::-- lir IllOtl!ltai11 L:u:d ~itnate 
in 1b· ~aid P:tri:-d1 1,f ll:1?1llo\·cr :u1d .Jr,ynill_'..!,· to the E.:--tat,~ !If my :--:1i<l 
Slln J"ulrn, tLt~ t,ti:1·r l1alf wlwn•:1f I liaYe alre:uly g"t\.('ll my :-;aid Sun 
\\~illia111 l 1y a Pi..-ed 11f Cift, wl1icl1 :-;aid ~l:\'t•ral l>1'.\·ist·s ar«• 11pri11 tliis 
Sp1•ciai l'r11\·i:,-;d at,<1 l'(J1111iriPl! tl1at lw go l 1ei,irc two 
~L1 0·i::;t.ratc~ citl..n:r <luriu.~· n•y LLt; or immediately after rny lJc~ca~c, 
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and befvrt: tiH•m so1e:rnn1v nwke oatb that for the fnturc lie •~yi]l foJr. 
play any Game whatsoe,:er to the value of Twenty shillings at any 
one time." To his wife Phebe, lie gave the use of his house a11,J 
estates at Braintree, so 1011g as she continued his ,vidov;, "and a 
profess'd n1cmber of the Episcopal Church of England," and no !ong-t:r; 
and this in addition to .£3000 given "unto her forever." The estate 
on Summer street, Boston, was sold by the executors, December S, 
1737, to Thomas Hubbard, for £GOO; it was bounded GS feet on tlie 
street, southeast 2G8 feet on land late of Hollingshead, "llf)\'; of 
Church of Christ," southwest H7 feet on Dyer, and northwest 2G8 feet 
on Sewall, Plantins and )loss. Childre:i \\'Cre: 14, Samuel, l>. X ov. 
5, 1701; d. illarch 1, 110¾: 15, Le1.ois. b. )Iny 29, 1703; d. Sept. 3, 
1,03: 16, l.llary, b. Nov. 12, 1704; d. Ang. 11, 1708: 17, A11nn, b. 
Jan. 20, 170-9,; d. young: 18, ]Joardo, L. July 9, 1708; d. young-: 
19, Lru:is, b . .Ang. 10, 1709: 20, a son, 1. Aug·. 2, 1711; d. Sept. 20, 
1711: 21, Ruth, ·b . .Ang. 17, 1712: 22, John, b. Sept. 1, 1713: 28, 
lVilliam, b. N uv. 23, 1715: 24, Eliza'bcth., b. J n ly 16, 171 7: 25, a dau., 
still-born, Jan., 171-;: 26, Sarah, b. Jau. 17 Jt; d. young: 27 1 Iv:nrz,, 
b. Dec. 25, 1721: 28, Jfan;, b. June 25, 1723: :l9, Susanna, L. Suv. 20, 
172¾: 30, a son, still-uoi·n, Oct. 15, 1729: uud by his second ,vifc, 
9 1 1 b \ ·1 99 1;,,. .. , -o • .I. nna, . --i. pn ..,, , , u~. 

(11) 13. FLoREXTics ·vAs5ALL, horn in '-Tamaica, W. I.; married 
Eliz'.lbeth --, died in London, Engl~!n,1, 1178. 

Tlioug·h ne'f;cr a resident of .Xew Eng:lanLl, he was the owner o! a. 
large tract of land on the baJ1ks of the K_p11neb0c, ~Ie. His will, re
corded in Canterbury Co11rt, Lu11don, is d~ted St.•ptembcr 20, 1,76. 
Ile therein styles hirn~clf :, late of Jamaica, 1ww of "\Virniv>le street, 
Parish of 3t. jfary-le-Lone, co. ~Iiddle~ex, Grc::H Britain.'' lli~ re-
1nai1is lw ordered to oe placed in the Yault he lHH.l latc:ly caused to 
be made in the churcl1yard iu tliat pari~h, ,vlierein his late wife had 
been Luried. His several plantations in tlic pari~h of \Yestrnorcbnd, 
Jamaica, kno~ ... :u as .Frieud:slii p, Grecu wich aud Sweet n iYer, and 
also his Xe\v Eng-lan<l l::u11.I:,:;, lie left in trnst to the use of his sun 
Richard, dc,:i:-iIJg; them i11 <.1 ntail to hi~ i:--snc. Life annuities ,\·ere 
to l>c paill to liis <laug-htc:r Elizal>ct11, widuw· of the IIu11. ~Iaj. Gen. 
John lLtrring:ton; to II<:~ter Veert\ Iii:-; v:ifl'~~ ~istcr; to Li::; dangliter 
.Auna )faria nu~sell aw.I lH!r ltn~l>aiiJ. \Villiam Henry Hn5sell; and 
Phrenb: Felton, a yontb tlicn in tl1e Fu1rndation of \fe:strnin~ter 
School. His law1::'- i11 St. Elizabeth, Jamaic~1, !ie gave to bi:; br(,t}!:-r
in-law, J<Jlin F\)ster B:lrl1am; a.r11..l sons <,f hi:3 late brother::,";•in-iaw, 
"'\\,.illiam and 8arnuel Fusil'r. In default of i~stH\ a portion of his 
property was eutailed tqJ1'll bis nephew R<_1~e lic·rrir:g· ~fay, a11d 

· i:-sue, arnl in <lvfault thereof, to tiic 11.se of tlie m:ni~ter al!d wan1ens 
of the pari:--h of \\\-~tnH,re1a1,J, .Jamaica, for the <'~tauli:::!rnw11t of a, 

ch:-i.ri ty ~clH ,ol u poll b ;:-; c:st :de t !iere. .:\ rid fi 11 aliy, he ord e rl'<l tlia t 
every pt:r;--oll ,rli1> ~hc1nlJ C<1Ine i11to pns~e:-:sion of liis <:slate~ :,;}wn1d 
tnke tlH! :-.ur11ame of Yas~all. The will was pron.:J S"ptcmber ] 0, 
17~8. T!i1: L1 ::lk of Iii:-; pr(lpr.rty pa:,:;scd CYt~ntua!ly into tl1e h:111d;-; uf 
his g-rariddang-hrer, I::lizabetll Va:-;!'\all [Il,,liawll, <.·xc0pt tlw }Lti!1C 

la1:d.s, w!i id 1, a ftt: r a protra~tt0 <l 1 aw ~ ll it, fill ally dee idt:d i 11 ] ~<il, 
,,~ere l\i~t to tlie l1t·in.; and rt)verted tv the ::;ettlers. CLildn.:11 w1.:re: ,.., .... 7_,,. 7. d . ., .• 1>·1 L 
i>~, .L l::,auelll.; au ,)0, LlCtlllrt. 
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(12.') 19. LF.w·!s YJ.s,_\LL, horn in \Ve~t Indies, .Aug. 10, 1709; H. 
C. 17 i8; rnarriel1 i.iurutlly )lacqueell of Bo:ston, Sept. u, 1139; }1e 

died at Braintree, )Jass., Sept. 15, 1,4-3; slic die<l J .. tig·. 10, 174G, 
a~ed 28 yearB 9 n1~1uth::;. They were lwth Ludcd in tl1c Episcopal 
graveyard at Brai11tr~e, where sto11es to their mcrnory are yet 8tand 
i11g. Ile early settled at Bra.int.rec, all(l purcbase:d, ..-\ug-.17, 1742, of 
'flwmas HubLanl, '2½ acre:-; there, with lwuse au<l Lani, the quit-claim 
hej11g signed July~,, 174!), wlicu the estate ·was conveyed to James 
·v-jrchild of I~1alld of St. ChristoplH~rs. FcL. :26, 1742, he purchased 
of Benjamin Stellman, for £3000 old tenor, 10 acrc:s, ,vith bou~e and 
barn, together with two separate lots of 43 acres, a11 of ·which was 
secured by mortgag-e; the quit-claim wa:-; ~ig-ned ,July 2,, 1749, \(;·hen 
the prope:rty \\·as i11eluded in that lJUrchased by Jarncs Yircliild, for 
£44-00 old tenor. He was church wardcu at tlw time of his death, 
11,n-ing beP.n ek,cted on Easter ~Io11day, 17 43 His wi11, registered 
at tlic Snff,)1 k Probate, was made Sept. 4, 17 43. To his daughter 
.Anna lie uequeathc-d £2000, to bis ·wife £300 yearly, and the residue 
of his cstatr.:s to Li::; sou Lewis. Ile nlso r-rovidcd ill l1i~ ·will for the 
last payment of tbc purchase money on tlie ITubbard estate, and be
queatl1cd tbis, likeYvise, to his son. Ricbard Bill and J acoh Holyoakc 
of Bostm,, and ltis cousin J olln Gale of .Jam. ,\·ere appointed execut
ors. Chjldren were: 3!, .. Anna, b. July 13, 1140: 35, Leu:is, b. Sept. 
16, l 741: 36, Eli:=aletlt., L. Xov. 11, 1742; bap. at Bridgewater, Xov. 
23, I 7 42, and d. yon ng. 

(12.) 21. RttH YAs:SALL, Lorn in "\Yest Indies, ~-\ug-. 17, 1712; mar
ried Benj. Stedman of jfiltou, i\fa~s., a pliysicia11, Juue 5, 1134:; he 
died pre,;,•iou::: to ~,n-. 2(;, 1751; she died a ,ddow at Braintree, Nov. 
10, 17 70, and w~s lnirie<l Xn,;,·. 14. Elisha. .Xilcs wa~ appointed ad
ministrator of Iii:; <'~taH·, ~oven1Ler, 17£)1; the in\·c11h>ric~ returned 
1'larcl1 lo a!ld Oc.:t. ~0 1 1,53, apprn.1:;;rd hi~ property at £329:13:7; 
<li\-i~ion in thirds ,\·as madp ~larch 2~l, 1754. IIer name occurs ju 
the l~st uf cnmmur1icaT1ts of Christ church (Epi~copal), Braintree, in 
17 6-!, where all her cLilchc-11 \verP liautiz,:d. C!Jiidrcn were: Leonard 

• 1 

h. )larcl1 :2;,, :!. , 3.): >Liy 19, 17 58, wa:-; a:;~igned ti1e rea 1 cs ta tc of liis 
father in .\[iltori, l>y judge of probate; Jan. 14, 17H0, appointc·d \Vm. 
Ya~:=-all :.1ttor11Py for tlie conveyance of the same; he <l. al.Jroad prior 
to ~Ju nc 27, 1161, sty1ct.1 "pair1tcr a11d stainer, formerly of BtJston, 
late nf ,Jamaica:~~ J,._,lnz, b. Jnly 21, 173G; Oct. 2, 1~53, was "out of 
tl1e fruviI1ce;·' wa~ ali•;;c July 20, l 757J and d. prc\·inns to ~fay 19, 
175q: lfi!tl1, ii. ::\farch 21, 1737; m .. Jonn.tlian ~rill~ at Braintree, .May 
7; l i .1-.t and :\[ay 1 ~\ 115-S, was t1w wi fp of Bcnj. Clc\·crly, Jr., of B.: 
lltnj(n;1.in, b. Oct. lS, 11:}~: June 2G, 17Gl, ,Yas appniritL·d ~Hlmiuistrn-
1.or ·of liis Lrotl1l'r LenH:n<l's estate, tlien styled ''mariner" of Bostou: 
Sart?lt, b~p .. :\ll/. L\ 17-!2; d. Lcfvre Oct. 2, ]753: J.11aT!f, bap. Oct. 
13, 1745; d. hcfure (h·t. 2, li:>3. 

(12.) 22. tlr,n:; V.\$5 .. \LL (colonel), liorn in ,\~est Inclies, ~ept. 7, 
1,U~; IL C. 1-;:3~; WttS twice marrit~d; 1, to Eiizabctii, d~'t11glitcr of 
Lt. Gn\-. Spencer rhips, nt Bus ton, Oct. ] 0, 1 i::34, by wlioni 11e had 
thn.'c ehi!d~-1..'!1; ~Le died :-;ept. 2:!, 17::>!). :1p:cd :2:3, a11d ,,;a~ burit~d at 
Ca1nlirit1:.!,·r. =::,•r,t. :!5: ~, to Lncv. 011ly dan::_Jih•r of Junathau Barr~111 

of Cl1clui:-if1.)nl, '-ii,; \'._i-lt':m lw 11ad "'~11e <l°a11g-l1t'cr: lie dicJ at Camln·id .. ·c 
- ~ . b I 

2 
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Xor.-. 2'1 1 17!7, nnd ,vn'5 buried* D:?c. 2. His lvidow stn-viY~,~ t:rr;
1 

rnarricd Be~jamin Ellery, Nov·. 22, 1149, and died Oct. 19, 1752. 
No~. 11, 1734, he with Lis wife con,·cycd to Ephraim Hutchinson. 
one-thi~·d of an estate uear )lilk street, Boston, bounded N. on \\~iz.:
slo·w and PlJips, S. on Palmer, E. ou Daniel Oliver. July 2l-i, 1736, 
he purchased of )Iercy Frizell, wido\v of Boston, for £1000, 7 acres 
in Cambridge. \\?ith house, barn, etc., bounded N. E. on Samuel Bull 
and ·\"Vaterto\vn road (Brattle 8tre~t), N. ,v. ou Patten, S. E. on Bull 
and " highway to the brick wharf" (Ash street). In this deed be is 
called "of "\V" atertown." Rev.' L. R. Paige says that he erected the 
house now standing upon the estate and occupied by Samuel Batch
elder, Esq. This property he sold Dec. 30, 17 41, to his brother 
Henry, for £9050 old tenor, with all the furniture, "a chariot," "four 
·wheel chaise/' and four horBes, together with 30 acres now in 
Brighton, bounded .N. on Charles ri,cr, and E. on "King\:; hig·hway, 
leading from Cambridge tu Boston/' which he purchased ~ ov. 1 ~. 
1736, of John Hovey, clerk of York. :Nov. 22, 1736, he bought of 
Joshua Gamage, ycomau, for £120, three-fourths of an acre, in 
Cambridge, ·with house and barn, bound~<l S. "on the common," 
,v. on Rev. Thomas Foxcroft. July 13, 1737, l1e purchased of .CTe
becca Patten, ·widow, for £100, 1~ acres adjoining his estate uu 
the ,v·atertown road, a part of which he g-avc his brother 
Henry, Dec. 5, 1746. Aug. 15, 1741, he purcLased of 1'Ioses Peuni
n1an of Bra.in tree, cordwa.iner, for £1000, lands in I>eterbor0,' and 
200 acres in Tovniseu<l and Lune11burg, whicL last he sold iD .Jlarch, 
174:2, to John Thomas of Braintree, and in ~oYember, 1742, pur
chased of him, other lands in Peterboro' for £550. No,. 21, I ~-11, 
be bought of Ebenezer 1Vycth, the "Samuel Bull estate" in Cam
bridge, for £:260, consistiug of half an acre with house, adjacent 
to his brother Henrv's estate, and wliich lw sold to him ~Iarcli 31. 
1747, for £700 o1d "'tenor. Jan. 17, 1746, he purchased of • .\mo~ 
.Marrett 61 acres on north side of ,vatertown road h1 CamLridge> and 
Oct. 8, 174:6, 50 acres on the opposite side of tLe road, a porti;u of it 
being in ,vatertcrwn. On this estate he erected a }1ouse :1nd there 
lived uutil his death. His wilJ, registered at ~liddlesex, was made 
Nov·. 26, 17 4 7. To bis wife lie g-ave £:200 per annum, for h('r l if c; 
to each of Lis daughters, Ruth, Elizabeth and Lucy, £1000; to J1is 

-t.c Probab1y in the tomb which ht~ had erected in tht:> gravf:'yard tl1ere. Tb: rno1n:
ment ovt;>r it is a H.a~:--i~e free ~tone .slab re~ting- upon 1ive colmuus j it Le:i.r:5 JJG in
scrii,tif:11. ollly the liernldic t:'tnble1L~:-: of tho famiJy-tht~ vase ~nd sm1-an,l f•)rrr::: 
011e of tl1P mo:-t coi::;1,icuuu:-; featurt""S in th,• c1·m1..·t~·r_,... It }1:1:-:--,•1i witl1 tlil:' ;,::-:tat,· int ( 1 
the hand::; of .:\wlr,•w Cr~igi"', b-q. and i:-; 110w o·.na:d l,y lii-: l:ei:-~ .. .:\11 t>x:1I1J:!:a~ivH 

was made .June~-!, l~li:.!. 'J\n.•1:ty-tiv•~ iut•·rment:-; hav1~ been wade• in tlie ,aidt, ;.t:-1 
in alaio~t t-Yen· (·:t::;" the etiffill ,-..·:1:,; tf1ll!1 1l to lit.:• t->11tir•.1. TLt1:0:•• which lr11n1 tht:il' 
posit1n!1 :it tlw i":.rtL··:--t tnd of tlw vault wn•: suppo:-,:11 to contaiu tlll' r1:!11:~i1!~ o( 

Col. Va,~all aH,l hi~ f:r:-5t wif11, Wt-:rr-> il1 tiI1t> rn:::-1-•rvatio11. l:ron 111'·:-e r,\·o ·,r,•rl! 
J•l~r-e1l thre,_• ~:n~all L'(1fii11.-;. 0111• lll:Hkt-'d "T. A. B. 17tn." al:<l ~llPtlJt•r <, 1-:. Y." Th•: 
tliird ,n,s in ruir1~. B,-:--:i<l•':-- tht•:::v, the tomb i:; k11uwn t11 c:01itain th,_· n-:~::1111:-- .. t· 
J,)hn Fo:-;t.t'!\ ,.li,·rl :-:oc 1, ],:Jfi, a~1•1i :i~; An,lrew .FP~kr, :\1. I>., di,·d .:of:,y 17. l-<Jl. 
:\'.!~,j :,ti; Tl10rn:·1:-- Ft,:O:tPr, :.I. I>., divd Fd1ruarv, h<>l, :~!l•·d -l!i; Ja111t• . ...: a1• 0 i li,·11!"!.!'•' 
i~):.:t,.:r, di,,,l l~l"i; Eli;::.i,,-tl1 C. ll:1\·1.:11, died f't:~b. lU, 1;:ti; ~lr~. Ly<lia li. ll:.\"._•!1 1 

<li~c.l 1:::3li, a!Hl ..:\ndrt:W Craigit•, E::011. 
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si~f er, Elizaheth ~Iill,•r, .£~(\ per an1n;rn. Ti1~ n:~idu(• of l1is prop?riy 
he left to Ids son John, proYiding for the payment of the abo~e sums 
out of the rents of his ,Tamaica estates. In a codicil, dated Xov. 27, 
lw 11:!ft his brothci s-in-Iaw, ltnggles and Pn .. scott, £100 each. Re
linquishment of lier third of estah~ was sigued Ly his widow· Xov. 
13, 1149. In the inventory, his N. E. property was appraised at 
£8050:5 o1d tenor. It included 6 acres with "d welliug lwuse, ,voud 
house and little house thereon.'' and 50 acres opposite, 1ying in Cam
bridge, and ,·a.1ued at £3300; a '' 1andaret, so called," £-!00; six 
horses £4:11, and two negro men H Sicros and Sezer," £500. 2\Ien
tion is also made of lands in Peterboro' and in Hampshire county, of 
value unknown to the appraisers. CoL Ya~sall was rcprese:r1tative 
from Cambridge to the legislature in 1740 and '47, and details uf two 
petty law· suits in which lie was involved ~t tlie time, are 011 record. 
Childreu* were: 37, llutlt, b. July 14, 1737; 3S, Jultn, h. June 12, 
1738; 39, E·ti-:aheth, L. Sept. 12, 173H: and by his second wife-40, 
Lucy, b. No,. 15, l"i47. 

(12.) 23. \Vrr.LL-\)1 \'As::;.u.L, Lorn in \Vest Indies, Kov. 23, 1715; H. 
U. 173~; was twice married; 1, to Ann Davis, by whom he had eleven 
ehildreu; she died Jan. 2G, 17(i0, ngcd 40, and ,vas buried at Bos
ton, Jan. 28; 2, to ~Iarg-aret-r Hubbard; lie l1icd at Rath.:rsca. Rise, 
Surrey, Eng., :May S, 1800, aged 85; he· was temporarily a resident 
of J arnaica in 17-17, '48, a11J afterwards resided at Cambridge, for 
a short time, occupying tbe l10use now owucd hy the ,vidow of tl1e 
late Dr. Bl:njamiu \Vaterlwuse; lie was afterwards the possessor of a 
magnificent estate near Bristol, n. I. Although styled "of Boston," 
he was not, we b(•li1:.:v~, the· ow11cr of any real e~tate there until I 158, 
·when by a deed, dated Sept. 11, lie pnrcha8cd for £1250 the Cooper 
estate on Pemherton hill; jt comprised witliin its limits the tract 
knowu us '' Valiey Achor," aud had a frdutage on Trcrnout street of 
163 feet. At. the clatC' of tl1e purchase lie \1:as occupying- the cl-well
ing- liouse upou the estate. ~Iarcli It>, 1774, lie purchased of Joseph 
Ruggles for £300, a bon~f~ arid land in Bo~toll, on Queen street, near 
the site of "Sco1L1y'.-3 Bnildi11;.!,·:-;.J1 The Cooper estate, where he 1iYed 

~ I11~~muc-i1 a5 tlw 1~1 rti--m~ uf tht-- e:J 1.:r c:hildrt'll :,:-; ,rell n:-- the ::.ec-onr1 marrra.za 
of Col Ya:-:~.tl! ar,• 11r;t n.'\.'(•r,i,:d in Hi_,:;ti,ll or \ kill it:· Chu:·e:lt l~<>N1rd:-:, ii ,rou!d lt:;ld 
tn t11~ :=:ippo:--ition that tlll'l"i...' w\:-ht l!,l\'•' lieen n Cb:1plai11 of tiie E11glbh. Clrnrch 
attad:.,•d at t1wt v·ri1id to tln• fawily u( ~un1t.: oll~: (,t" tJi., \\·,,altl1y c:1urdnne11 o:· C:nn
l>rid~':'. Tl•~ churd1 tlH~r-= wa:-: 1Iot t•:-:t:d.ili:-ht-d until li6o. Th,~ ,n-1t1.•r is :--tr~Ilt!'th
<:ned in hi:,; t>pi11io11 ir,1111 th,~ fact that $1'\.·,,ral of tlte m:tni:l!;t's a:id liapti:-w~ that 
mu=-,t b:1,~·e t~d,t•n 1,hn1 :1 liot1t th•.' y,.:ar 1 ';-1P art· 110\1·ht·re l"t·cordecl; nor d<wS the 
f~Xi~te11c:,• of :-:;m:h :i dw11Iai11 ~•-·t:m i1111,rr,l,aid,~. a:-; tli,·r,• Wi.>11: ,·liurdnn~u euouL:h in 
Can1lni,l~t' rt.::-:dii,~ tq,,111 ,vliat i:-: lll>W call,·rl. Hrattl•: :strt•t·t, to g-ive the strt'et a iwrn~ 
l,y \Vl1id1 it w:·,::; l,)ll~ kEo,....-n anwnh the di::::-i2nti11g part of the populace-that or 
H Church llo\'.".: 1 

i Tl111 wr;t .. r 1ia5 h~11n trnn.l,1" to f::1d rt•cnr~~ of either of tb•~e m,1rria~; .. ~s, nor 
Wt:r.- tli,· L,nns 1mh]i~ht·d in H,1.,t,,11 a!tliou~h 1t w:is hi:-; p;ace of r.-<-:, l,('l". For 
tl11• 1:tu,:!Y 11a111,.-- <1f hi:-; ~d\·t':-, :,~ well a, for tli•· ,Iat,-;-; ot !,irtli:-- (>f 1,1L,:-:t of hi:-i 
cl,i:.i1,-n:1w i-.; i:1,it't>:,-d to ti;,. 1\1.•\·. \\.illi:1111 Ya:-::-:tll ,,r llardill:,'.tor1, :l.!1'1. t() hl:j 
l r1ill1•·r 1:ul>· n L. (i-. Y:l-.;,-:i,)l E:-tl·• of 1:ri.,t,d, En!,!". (tlt•· or,1,•,.:t li \"ill!! rnalL· tll'::i•··,·nd:rnts 
1;f \\.i;i::,rn Y. 1.•~· J~,,-;t,,n,. wli••=--•-~ -.· .. ~!u,· 1i a,-.;i:-t:t!1('.e at:,i rn<i:-:t kiHJlv iw,:rt•:-,t in thi;; 
,~·ork, !1v t::k..,,:,; thi,; ou,.1rt:lliil,Y tu ac:k11u\d1•dg,!. • 
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nntil the Rc\°olntion, he ro~P:Pyed thro11~h Dr .• Jti .. mcs Lloyd to LP,)n!lrd 
V. Borland, for the su in of £4000, t lie dee(l sigued )i~;rcl1 2:3, l i :-, , ! 

·who sold it April 11, 1790, to Patrick Jeffrey, then the occupant of 
the preniise~. Tlu! Queen Htrect property was couveycd through 
Lloyd to Jeffrey, Oct. IG, 17~1, for c£1HO. 

\'V'"illiam Vassall was one of thn most prominent of bis name in 
this country. He wrrs high sheriff fur :\fid<llesex, Rays the historian 
of Quincy,* and was appointed mandamus counsellor in 1 i,4. Ilt! 
was for many years connected with King's chapel, Boston, and in 
1785, protested by proxy agai11::;t the change in the liturgy and tlie 
unauthorized ordination of J a.mes FrcP.man. Tbc elder Adams speaks 
of him iu his writings in the warmc'st praise, and mcntio11s as his 
only fault, his excessive garrulity. This failing seen1s to l1aYe led 
him into trouble ou one occasion. Tlic details of the case of Fletch~r 
'l.\ Vassa11i for slander and defamation of character, ,vere printed at 
the time and circulated to. some cxtcut. A pro1nineut 1nan among 
the loyalists in Boston, he ,\~as early si11gled out as an enemy to tho 
popular cause, an<l w·as obliged to flee with his family to England. 
He ,vas banislied by the legislature in l 778, and never returned. II is 
Bristol e8tatc ·was confiscated hy tl1e gov-ernmeut, we bclieve.t In 
March, 178,, he styled himself" of Batten,ea Rise/' and iu Oct. 11~1, 
"of Chapharn Corner." Nothwithstanding his early predeliction to 
gaming as itnplied in his father's will, he wrought out for himself 
an honorable and tmulcmi:;hcd reputation, and church and socil~ty 
lost in him an cager, zealous advocate, an npright Christian, and a 
generous, loving friend. Childrc•n were: 41, Sandt, b. J u11e J 7, l 73fl: 
4 2, sou stillborn Fel1. 3, 17-i 1: ·13. nrilliam, b. Jan. 12, 17 43; d. June 
15, 114.3; bur. June lG: 44, lVilliam, L. )Jareb 3, 1744; d. XoY. G, 
1744: 45, lfrilliam, b. )iiarcl, 2, 1147; b~tp. at Braintree, ~larch 5; d. 
ifarch 15; bur. :\Iarch 16, 1747: 46, F,tnn_11, b. Aug. 2, 174S; bap. 
at Bostou, Sept. 6, 1748; d. Feb. ~-1, 1751; bur. Feb. 27: 47, Lucretia. 
Frances: and 4S, }'aunp, twius, b. Sept. 2-1, 1751; bap. Sept. 28, 17.jl: 
49, lV"illiam, b. Jan. 31, 1753: 50, lfrnry, b . .Jlarch 23, 1755: 51, 
c•athcririe, b. Aug. 4., 1757; bap .. Aug. 12, 17fl1, aud d. unm. in Eng
land: by his second \':ifo-52~ Jllar,g,uet, b. ~[arch Bl, l 7tH; d. unm. 
in Euglaud: 53, Anu, b . .April 14, 17 u~; d. 11nm. in Ell~land, Dec. 20, 
1850: and 54. Cluul{lft.r:, twius, c.L unrn. 1n Eug-land: 55, Lcunard, b . 
.March 28, 1764: bti, .LYi.ulw·nid, b. Jnue IS, 1168. 

(12.) 24. LLIZABF:Tll \rA~~:\I.,I.. born in \Vl'st Indies, Ju]_y 16, 1717; 
n1arricd John ~Iillcr of :\f iltun, ~Ia:--s., . .:\ ug. 21, 173S; lie ,vas, pcrhap$, 
buried at ~Iil ton, .A 11~. 11, 1, G5, a6 ed 41; she died a vtidow, FcL. 11, 
l i72. They, in cummou ·with most of her family, v,ero Epi:-;copa• 
lians, and ,vcrc co1111ected with Christ church, Quiu~y, Ly tlic rector 

* "\Vhitncy, p. 61. 
t In a skt>kh 1)1 the family pn•1,:u·f•cl L_r L0renzo f:ahinC', E~q., for insertion hi tli•~ 

forthL·oming edition nf tLt· Lfiy:dist~, the man i!:-;ai1,t c,f wltid1 lit:> \·t•r_y kindly 
plac:t~d in the autlH1r·~ 11:L?:tb for U'-t', it b ::;t:1.tt·,l tlt:1t H tht• co1J!::-1•:iti 1rn of iii:- (\\·rr:. 
'\ • • ) • - 1 • • + l L' 1 l (' - - 1 ' v .·=- e~tat1• ga\·e n~,i ti) :i. :-lll!.!'ll,ar suit. ··"' , t•• .1:t·i 1'ra .ot:~t1t11twn w:1:,; n, (lr,t•"l 

a ::;tat" coul1l lie sw·ll, an,l at liis i11:-,tance, :\fa~:<l.el1~1~t•tt;-;, i11 tlu-· p,-r::on or' H~iit.·u,·k 
l1l·r Chid ~I. .. gi:"!trak, w:1::; :i11111111oned tu tlie Lar L•f tin~ ~1Jpre111e Court of th,) C'11ik 1l 
States." 
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of ,.\-l!i:·\ th~~ n~:i.'. Dr. ~t!Hl,~r, n.ll of t1:-~~r childr<'n ~.vere baptizi:<1. 
Children ,verc: Lezcis, h. July 31, 1739: Rebecoi, b . .April 12, 1741; 
Ill. Giles Church of Bridge\\yater, X ov. 3, 17 6f,: John, bap. ~Iay 23, 
l"i42: J~eonard, b. Dec. 10, 1743, and m. Celia \Vadsworth of Killing
ly, Conn. ( ?) : 1-le?zry, b. J·a11. 25, 17 45: Susanna, bap. June 5, 17 48: 
L'li::abeth and J.liar!I, tw·ins, b. June 5 and o, 17 50: Penelope, bap. be
t,vceu July 12 anJ Aug. 28, 1752. 

(12.) 27. HE~Rr VAf-:SALL (colonel), born in "\Vest Indies, Dec. 25, 
1,21; nw rried Penelope, daughter of Isaac* Royall, Jan. 28, 17 42; 
he died in Cambridge, ~larch 17, 17 69, and ·was buried in his vault 
benc-ath Christ church in that city;t she died in B0ston, Nov. 19, 
1800, aged 76. Dec. 30, 1741, he purchased of his brother John, the 
estate of 1 acres, with house, etc., on the \Vaterlown ro~d in Cam
bridge, together with 30 acres of pasture land on the south Lank of 
Charles river, for bis bond to the amount of £9050. In this deed Le 
is styled "Planter ... ]ate of Jamai<:a, out no\v of Boston." J\Iarch 
Sl, 17 4 7, he bought of liis brother for £700 old te11or, tbe Samuel 
13ull estate, adj0ining Lis o,vn, and forming together with that and 

~ The Hon. Isaac Royall of A ntigna, born 1672, die.-l in Cbarl,~~town, 1Ia.-::s., Junt3 
7, 17:3~, ~t~cd G7: rnarri,_:d Elizalwth ---, :u111. had lsan.c.ihorn 1719, died a rt!fugee 
in En~l:md (in 17~1 n. lfo Wa:, tht~ SO!l of \Viltiam of North Ynrmoutll, Pro·nnl?e 
of :\fai11, who dkd ~o\"'. 7, 17~4, agt>cl 84. L,:i.:tc Hoyall l,·a::iforty years a rt>sitlent 
of Antigua, 2.nd returned :lo New E11gland July 27, 1737.-Jlist. and Gen. Reg., 
vol. ~-

t The tomb of Henr;· Vassall is tho only one beneath the church. It is a small, 
bri,:k arched structure, sunJ.:: below tli~ h,:-;-el of the cellar tloor, the entrance to 
which i.:; Ly a fligl1t of ~tnnL' :-ti_>p5 at the Wl'~t end. Tb1ir po~ition is n1:irkecl hy a 
:flat stotw, l:ttd_i,· t:-re\.:t~:d~ b,:,:irin~ the nam~~ of "Henry Vas.sall.'' The last inter
meut took pbce 0,'.t. 1.5, J.:3til, the one hnudre<lth auniversary of the dedication of 
the churcJJ, aud W1i of the !Jody of Daru_y, an old colored ser...-ant wliose father, 
Antht,u!·, h:i.d h:t'Il Col. .John Va~:-:a.11'~ eoaehman. "Tony," as ht• \'.as familiarly 
<:~dlc>d, li·n,..1l to a gr•.::1.t a::_rJ.:, ruic.i i~ ~till r•:HJ•_·mb•!red. b\· a f,,:'I'.· of t!ie oldt':-t residents 
of Cam bridge. 11-=l was 'Lrnii~llt from Jaru:iic:t when a hoy by ~ome m•.:mb~r of th►1 
family, and rP-ma.iut-,i in tbdr =-:-t:rvice until th8 Rt:\'"'olution. D~trby, one of several 
chi:tlr.:-11, married Lacy lfol:aud, A11ril 4, l~U~, and di~d Od. 1~, lSGl, at tlrn 
aci,·a:i(;~tl a:!,~ of £12 Yc:~r:;. .At the time vf Iii:: Lurial the ,·a1tlt co11t::lined nina 
coJilri:-;. The lll'l-''.:'f o·J,•! of a rov,· of thl"t1t_' on tli.e north :::ici,~ co11tainrrl a~ indicated 
by tl1e plat~, tl1c' remain:; of C:tth:trine (fr:i\.·e:: Itu:-:.:wll, died Sept. 5, lS-!7. The one 
l 1d()w it, sorn~what dt_'c:1.ye•i, cu11t:i.ineJ the rl.'in3.insflf 3. woman, :;upr10::;t•ll to be tlitJ 
wif1~ <,f Col. V., died in ! ')(Ill. Tl11' lower cotHn held the remain:-. of a. man, donbt
les~ Co!. \-a:S:::i!i, ib ~PJ:warallce and }"_1:-ition ::set~tuing to i11tlic:at1~ it.::; J,riurity in tho 
'°ault. 011 tli,.' :-uuth :=i,i .. ·w•·re tlic~ cu;;i11.-: of funr Y11t1!1i_:- children an-i t\rl> a<.lult:c;. 
Of th,~ four, all we:·e c,·,n::i1l1,ralil_v l,rnkeu :tllci (l•·C'~):~.i. ~~ear('••I_\. nny rcnrn.ins -,,,·t.•ro 
J)erct>i\~:d.,:t.•-mt;>:-+:ly a f.:·w d.t't::clwcl hon~:-;. Tlt':' lar~~•~t might l1n.ve b~en tllat of a 
chi!,1 t,t"o year:; old, a!l,i ,r:i.~ in tile liest pr.:St•rv:itioIJ. Tlu: ow~ tlut :-,:emed to bt3 
the old,_•st wa:; m~rke.! \·,itii 11ail head.,; ;, E. H., tOHX ~ DiEl> .I.:\~. :27, 1770" 
(an,l we notic•-' l!·_•re tiiat t·.,.o :-11ia:l cc,tlhis f,,und in tii•j .John Ya:-:-.:lll tomb WL·rn 

rnark .... d 1!1 !.In• s:m.1·: rn:.:rn,:r. •• T . .A. 11., l,f;,,'' anrl "E. V. 11 aIJ infant d:m~i1ter of 
Jur111 V., who ,b.•d, l ,:;~, ail tl1ree within a :::;hort int~n-al, :tncl tlw onl1,·-n11t:s of 
a,lvan,·,·d a!..;"e n:t;~i!lili~ :i.:Jy :-:,.-rnbl:rnct" tu in:-:criptin11".;). 111 tliis cotiir! w,,r,: notked 
a rnnul11•r of clicrn· :Stow·:-, thL' k1-•r11,!l.s t~:Lt<·ll 011t !,;· ~uIUt! ruo,,-:e v,i:i<:lt ha,1 car
ri~·ll tli,!m tilitil'::r, ·~e<'llr~ of a :-;lf•· r,·~rt":tt. Tb· ui,per ()f the tw0 br~,~ coHins on 
'" !iidt tli,:-:-:1! :::rnali ,,:ie:-: r•::-,t,:ii, e.;nt:iiu,·d tit" 1,orw_.:: vf ~i rnau UVt.'l" !'0rty-!i.\."1J yt'ars uf 
:i.;1•• '1'11·• lo~r•·r lillli,:-; v;,-r,· l'u\·•·t\·li t!tiek with l1ay, :;eemiu;; to iudicate tran:-1,ort-

• .... I • • 1 • ' '''l . . l a•1nn. ~,i1 c,u-: wa,.; 0:-t:1:!1.·,1 to ti,•.• p-·r~1,n P! t1i-• 1,1:..:u11ant. 1 H: l'l'!11a111::; lll t 1e 

luw,·,· cu!::u wt·r•: ~lll'l'·"'-··:,1 to L,i: tl:11:,•.J of ~r r.::;. ltu;-;s•:11, \1·if,_, L•f l>r. Ch:irk:s R., diti<l 
id l-::-1):2. 
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l n.(;t·e up0n th•~ 'l.'9e~tcrly side gh·en him by his broth~r, tl,e TFJ1,!::: 
grounds now· owued by Samnel Batcl1eidcr, Esq., on tlJe con1er of 
Brattle and -\sh streets. Dec. 11, 1748, lte mortgaged to Jas. Pitt~, 
nH~rchant of Boston, for £779:12:6, all the abo~e estates: Dec. 17, 
1748, he sjgned an indenture with Isaac Royal of Cbarlestuwn, re
latillg to the joint possession of certain 11egroes, cattle &c., ·wliich 
they ha.d placed upon plantations in Popcshead, Antigua. llo·\v ltJllg" 

he retained this last named property we haxe no means of knowi11;.i", 
though it would 8eem probable that it remained to lJis family aft(:·r 
his death. Oct. 21, 17 65, he sold to Ebeuezer Bradish, glazier, fo1· 
£506, the Brighton property of 30 acres, now owned by ~f~·- Emery 
,\-illard. Sept. 30, Ii 67, he mortgaged bis Cam bridge estate to 
.Michael Trollet for £Z25; the deed was purchased by his widow, 
No,·. IO, 1770, for £266:13:4. Feb. 20, 1769. he gave a secoud 
rnortgage on the estate to Dr. Russell, his son-iu-1aw, for £!:lG!:7:-1. 
the hond bearing date Dec. 10, I,(;4_ The estates, we believe, 
eventually passed into the hands of ll!rs. Tiussell. He <lied intestatt•, 
and liis ,viduw and Dr. Russell \\·ere [1ppointcd administrators. Slw 
was possessed, in her own right, of c<Jnsiderablc property by will of 
her mother, dated April 4, 1747. After Ler husband's dcatl1, sl1c 
·went ,with her daughter to Antigua, l>ut returued after the llecease 
of Dr. Russell. By a deed of gift, sigued July 15, 1782, she receiYed 
from her cousiu, .Joseph Royall of London, a refugee, bis real estate 
of 30 acres in Dorchester and :ililtou. Portions of this she sold at. 
various times to Ezra and Stephen Badlam and Desire Tolman. ..Ad
ministration on her estate was granted Oct. 26, 1807, to her grand
children. 

Col. Vas~a11 was one of the earHest benefactorB of Christ church. 
and his name head~d the petition to the London Society for Propagating 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for aid in it~ erection. He was chosen on 
the building committee iu Boston, Sept. 29, 1759, and ·was, until l1i8 
death, a faithfuladherent to its con1munion.* A deed upon record 
in :Middlesex, dated ~ov. 20, 1761, deserves notice in this connection. 
It is the convcya11ce of his pew in the "meeting-house" a.t Cam
bridge, to the Presidc11t and Q,;/er~eers of tbe Co11eg-e, for the sum of 
£20, seeming to indicate that prior to the erection of the church, he 
attcndeu the ouly place of worsl1ip in tlic uci6 lil,orl1,.-.,otl, t.bou~h be 
ever pre::;ervcd hi~ alliance to the motlier church. CLildrcn ,vere: 
5 7, .Eli::.abeth, b. 1i42; 58, Pen dope, J. at tlie age of 2 years. 

(12.) :28. ~L\.r.Y "VASSALL, Lorn Jurw 25, 1 i'23; b:..p. j11 Boston, July 
24, 1723; marricLl '-lonatha11 Prescott of Bo.ston, ~£arch 10, i747. It 

1c Chri::;t churc-i1, 1-r• d•'d in 1 itil, altl1ou::.:h now souwwliat e11 l:1r~r-d, prt>:5t:'rn•~ n1uch 
ot it:-; o:-i;.dnal at'l".'a?;t11<·1.!. TJ,~ dt•;-;ign:-- Wt•re prt•p:lr('d ii_y Jbrri:-011 of );c-,-.·1,11rt, 
IL 1., ~rd1i:t>ct cf Ki11:/=- 1·i1rq .. _·l, lfo~tull, :rnd tia· •·di1it:,. ha::- n(ways b,•t-n r1.•~:1i'd .. d 
as" a model of arelJ1t1·dt:ral :-\ll1riwtrv :~i;tl h·aut, .. :: \,ithin a ffl'-" vear:-- it 11:ts 
L~en thornu::_:iily T•Tair•.·d. :w,l ·a t'Li11:t: vf thirkdl ·ln•ll:-:: pl:tct•(t in it~ to\n'r. Tlll' 
iJJtf·riL)r of tlw cLurcii, ,\·itli i::-: :-t•111i-cin·ular d1~111cd Ji:,.:l1tti,l 1,y r,11 t·laborate :-::::,ill•_·cl 
sL·~;-; wind,)w. awl ih rows ur I,,11i.· n,ltnus ~q,:1rati1::: 11a\"L' frprn n,:--lt.•:;, i~ 5111:.::ular!,· 
~lea:-:in;1 to tii,: l•l'l!o!(l.•:·. it i,..; t<, b(~ li11rv<i that l,t.:f.,r,· :,Ji, tLL'r ,:t:ar ela1::-:,·.,, its 
ti?rn..' hull()l't·il w:dls wa_r be furtlwr t>UriciiL·<l l~y ~or:w littrn:; 11llH1um ... 11t to tl:,, 
r1a:!a(•r•; of t!to~·.: wlw Ll,dr,·,l :-o w~•ll :1.11,i :-•J :-l!cn-:-:-:full,· fo!" rli,·ir ert!ttinn, :t!,d 
wL,.-:-"-' ;,:n1H·=- ar,• r:,1 1i,ih· fadi11:; fro1H t11•· 11i1.:!11,__,:·,· 01 tla•::L.'~\\ llv are now 1·L·:1pi11~ the 
b:.: 1.;. .. tl t of t L ,_. i r tu, ls. • . • -
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is probable that they were not residents of Boston, though attend
ants at King's chapel, in that city.* Children were: Jo1lathan, uap. 
~!arch 20, 17!8: lVilliam, bap. Juue 17, 1750; Lur. Xov. 4, 1751, aged 
17 months: JJFilliam, bap. Nov. 24, I 751; bur. Feb. 3, 1152, aged 2 
months. 

(12.) 29. ScsANNA. ·vAsSALL, born Nov. 20, 1725; married Capt. Geo. 
Ruggles of Jamaica, the banns being published in Boston, Dec. 24, 
I 742. Soon after his marriage he purcha~ed an estate in Cambridge, 
" .. hich l1e occupied uutii June 17? 1772, ,vhen Gilbert Harrison and 
John Barnard of Loudon conveyed the property to John Vassall, 
Thomas Oliver and John Foxcroft of Cambridge, for £1350, it having 
been attached in Boston, .August, 1171. At tbat time it consisted of 
45 acres with house thereon, bounded W. on Thatcher, N. on road to 
Fresh Pond, E. on Joseph Lee, S. on road to \\ratertowu, and S. '\\r. 
on a private ·way to Thatcher's estate; 7 acre~ of meadow bounded 
W. on 1

' a way by Frt.sh Pond," N. \V. on" ~resh Poud Lrook," N. 
and N. ,v. on Abraham ,,,atson, and S. on William Brattle; 3 acres 
of ~altrnnrsh bounded S. E. on Cliarles river, S. '\V. on I'homas OliYer, 
N. 1V. on Thatcher and the highway, and N. E. on Seth llastings; 
and 1½ acres of orchard bounded N. E. on a private way, E. on 
Watertown road, and S. aud '\V. on Oliver. It was reconveyed to 
him by the purchasers, Sept. 10, 177 4, for £100, and Oct. 31, he sold 
it to Thomas Fayerweather for £2000. The mansion and adjoining 
grounds ·were purchased afterwards by the late ~Ir. \Y.illiam Wells, 
and is still ow·ned and occupied by his family. At the ti1ne of the 
Revo1ution 1 Ruggles disappeared, and is supposed to have followed 
the army to Halifax. Children were: George, bur. Oct. 27, 174 7, aged 
17 months: Susanna, bap. an infant July 26, 174 7; m. Ezekiel Lewis, 
n1erchant of Boston, and resident ,vith his father-in-law at Cambridge; 
he died in o_r before 117 9. t 

( 12.) 31. .A.:s-sA VASSALL, born April 291 1735, was twice married: 
1, to John, son of Francis and Jane Borland of Boston, Feb. 20, 
17 49-50, by whom she had t\velve children; he died,J une 5, 177 5, aged 46, 
and wa8 buried Jnne 7, in the family ton1b in the Granary grounds, 
Boston;! 2, to '\Yilliam Kuig·ht of Portsmouth: N. H., April 27, 1784. 
She died a widow at Boston, June 20, 1823, and was Luried June 21, 

* The nccompanying is all the information we ha\·e been able to gathPr concern
ing thi~ branch. 'fltt>re is a pos::;iLilH,r that by early rl7!11oving from Bos~oll they 
t:-~eap~tl~ if tht'y infieed wt-re livmg nt. tliat time, thP fatt> of so many of thdr family 
:tt the period of th~ Revolution, and their descendants may e\"ell now be in our 
ntici:.;t. 

t St•e Jlm..:r. Qw1rt. Reg., xrv, p. 167. 
t The ;:;lab ovt:"r tl11:· \·:rnlt is inscribed n5 follo\,;·s : "Here lies the Rt•mains of John 

Rorlathl, E::qr., ,,ho J)t,>1,artetl thi:; Lifo the 30th of )larcl1, 1,::.7, in the t.i7th Yt>:l.r of 
}ii:,; .-\!:!'e. .-\bo :\Ir::;. ~;~rah Jk1rla11ti, tht! wife of Juhu Borland, E::qr., who Dt~parted tliis 
Lift-> i11 ~q,temLt:r, li~7, iu tlte 6;>th Yt'ar of lw1· ..\gt•. :\lrs. Jane Borland the wife 
of Fralic••:-; Burl~nd, E:::qr., who Departed tliis Lif,· the 22d of .Tuu~, 17-19, .-\ge,l 4:! 
Yt>ar::;. Fr~111Ct·S H1)rla11d, I◄::-;qr., ,d10 Dep:1.rtt•ti tliis Life Sept. lt), l,1j3, ia the ,:!d 
Yt>a.r of hi:: :\~•-•. :\Ir;-; rhn1•he Bt1rian,l, wif1i of Fratic,·:-; Borl:rn<l, E:-'l·, who <lqlartt.'d 
thi~ !if~· 3d ~\iiril .:\. D., 177.'i, in th1• ~1lth Year of l1t'r Agt'. Jolin Borlaud, E~qr., 
wlin Jt•I•:trt•_•,l tlii:-; life 5th Jnnt, .-\. D., l'i7;i, in th,• 47th Yt!o.r of his .Age. ~arah 
L!t),YJ J~._,r:aui who departe!..l thi:; Lit'L! 2:Jth St'ptern ber .:\. D., 17E:o, ngcd 3 :\Iot,th~." 
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in the Borland tomb in tlie Grauary grounds. The property inherited 
from her fat.her ·was invested in real estate in Boston. Iler husl>and, 
John Borla.ud, owned aucl occupied tl1e beautiful ma1isio11 house 
erected in Can1l>ridge by the Rev. East Apthorp, D. D., * the first 
I"ector of Christ churd1, and which passed into the liands of his sou
in law, Jonathan Simpson, Esq. It is no\\,. occupied Ly D1·. S. Plymp
ton and )fl's. E. B. nianning, and ·with the exceptiou of a tbird story 
subsequently added, retains much of its original appearance. Ilis 
death ·was caused from injuries 1·eceived by a mis-step in descending 
stairs, after his rcmov-al to Boston. Children were: Phad1e, h. Oct. 
27, 175i; m. George Spooner of Boston, and had issue: Jokn L-i-ndalt, 
b. Aug. IS, 1753; H. C. 1772; espoused the royal r.all$C in the Revo
lution, entered the army, and d. in EnglanL1, Xov. lG, 1825, bearing 
the rauk of lieuteuant colonel: Francis, b. April 11, 1755; H. C.177-1; 
m. Hannah, dau. of Col. Jerathmel Bowers of Swausey, in 1783; 
practiced as physician at Portsmuntli, .N. Il., a few years; removed 
to Somerset, )!ass., and d. 1826, leaving male issue: Jo11e, b. Oct. 26, 
1757; rn. Jonathan Simpson, and had issne: Leonard 1:r-assall, b. July 
I, 1759; m. Sarah dau. of Dr. James Lloyd, Feb. 8, 1785; d. on board 
ship J obn Jay, fron1 Batavia., June, 1801, and had issue- his wido,Y 
d. at Boston, ~farch 27, 1836, ag-ed 73: Ja-mcs, b. :May 26, 1761; en
tered H. C. but did not graduate, and d. unm. soon- after 1783: JVil
liam, bap. :March 23, 17 64, d. young; Samu.el, b. Dec. 22, 17 65; H. C. 
I 786, m. at the island of Demarara, d. at Hudson, N. Y., and had 
issue: .1lnna-, d. young: Elizabetlt I'oole, d. young: Thomas Alleyne, b. 
March 1, 1767; d. Sept. 29, 1767, and ,vas bur. in the Vassall tomb at 
Canl bridge: Saroh-, d. young. 

(13.) 32. EL1ZAHETn YASS.ALL, married :Maj. Gen. (the Hon.) Jol1n 
Barriugton, and had issue: lV'"illiam,, Richard and Georp;c. The latter 
,vas_ b. July 16, 17Gl, and was the Rt. Hon. and ReY. George B.,fifth 
Viscount Barrington of .A.rdeglass, co. Down, and Baron Barring-ton 
of Newcastle, co. Dublin; J[. A. Prebendary of Dnrbam and Rector 
of Scdgfield in that Lishopric: he d. at Rome, ~larch 5, 1829, a. GS. 

( 13.) 33. RICHARD Y .ASS • .\LL, died in Golden Square, Loudo11, Feb. 
28, 1795, aged 63; his widow married Sir Gilucrt .Afllcck, Bart. of 
Dulham I-fall, Suffolk, at St. George's, IIauover Square, London, July 
18, 1,g6. Only child ,vas: 5tl, Eliza~etk. 

(19.) 34 . .A~~A YASSALL, born at Braintree, )Iass., July 13, 1740; 
bap. ~.\ ng. 1, 1742. Ricl1ard Bill of Boston ,vas appoiute<l guardian 
Nov. 20, 1751, and Henry Vassall, Oct. 28, 1757. Slie perhaps left 
the couutry with hc-r brother. 

(10.) 35. LEw1;:; YASS.\LL, born at Braintree, Sept. 16, 1741; 1i~1r, 
Aug. 1, 1742; }I. C., liti0; he is supposed to bayc left the country 

-l' For a l1ighly h1ti ... r,·:.;ti11~ ~kt-tch of Dr .. :\ptl1orp's Jifr·, ns wdl as of th•~ 
t11s_, church ovn ·wl1i, li lw 111illi:-h•rt•<l at Carnl,rid~,-., we n..'ft-r th1· n•ader to the :,,;t·r

mon prt·:l(•ht'd 11,:· th~ p·t•:-1·11t l°i.'(:tPr, Dr. Nkliol[ls lloppin, :it tlw re-01w11i11g c,f th(' 
t-ditit:·'=', ~ov. ~:2, 1:'.'.-57. Tlit' I1bt0ricai 11otic1::.' tif tlit~ clmrd1 1,nl,!i:-hc<l in conn,:-(.:tiun 
therewith b full of iI1t,:r,_·~t. all<i ha~ lH:1:11 c:0111pi!t•d with much l':-tn• and fidt->lit.:,-. 
The iI:fonn:1t1un c(n1taiu•:J. in it has l,t•,·n frePiy u.:-1.:d ia the J•l'o:-h.'.Ution uf this 
work and, t(,gt:th•.·r ·with th,• m:t11t15cript r, cunl:-; <if t1w <·Lt:,-...-1!, kiudly Jlbc,_·tl at 
tho ·writt..•r·s :5•:rviee Ly Dr. Ilop11i11, li~~\·e for11H:d i11valual1lc aid,s in many t::1:-:\:::. 
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soon aftenvards, perhaps for the \Vest Indies, ,vhcre 11is estates 
,,,.ere situated; he is asterized as dead in the II. C. Cat., as early as 
I 785. 

(22.) 37. RUTHVASSALL, born atCambridge,~Iass.,Julyl4, 1137; 
married Edward* Davis, ~Jay 20, 1756; she died at Boston, Jan. 23, 
1714:, and was buried iI1 \\~ m. Vassa1l's tomb under King's chapel, 
but ,vas aftenvards removed to the Davis tomb, in the Chapel 
grounds; he died April 16, 1811, and was buried April 20. After 
lier father's death, she was boarded ,vith one ~Irs. Sarah Gerrish of 
Cambridge, until 1752; an item in tl1e account of her guardian, Hon. 
Speucer Pbips, is the amount of £9, pa.id Dec. 8, 1751, to Sarah 
Gerrish, ,Jr., "for instructing the said Ruth to play upon the spin• 
net.11 By a deed of gift sigued Oct. 29, 17 65, bcr brotber Jobn con
veyed to her through Thornas Oliver, as her trustee, a brick house 
on King street (State street), purcha~ed of Joshua "\Vinslo,v aud 
others, X ov. 27, 17 59. It ,vas bounded K. 26 feet on King street, 
E. 120 feet on Len1uel Go\YCB, S. 27 feet on an alley leadi~g· into 
Lcverett's lane· (Congress street), ,v·. 120 feet on Francis liolmes. 
At her death tlie property ,vas to revert to her husband; and then to 
their joint heirs. At his death the court adjudged the property to 
Jobn, the only surviving sou, by whom it was conveyed to the Tre
n1ont Bank Corporation. The estate of Ed\'vard Davis, at his death, 
was appraised at $15,777.25. Children ,vere: Edward, b. ·Feb. 26, 
1757, d. at Boston, Oct.. 1, 1757: E7izabeth, b. Oct. 11, 1758, d. unm. 
in Augusta, .Jfe., 1817-18; she was the "1fiss Davis" n1entioned in 
Curwen's Letters as being in Eng1and ,vHh Col. John Vassall: Han
nah, b. Dec. 15, 1159, d. unm. at Boston, )fay 11, 1841: Ru,th, b. Jan. 
24-, 1761; d. Xov. 151 1772: a dau. unbap. and d. four hours after 
birth, April 26, 1762: Edward, b. July 2H, 1763; d. niarch 25, 1764: 
Lucy, b. Oct. 9, 1765; m. Oct 11, 17£}2, \Yilliarn Hayden; d. at Lin
coln, April 1 i, 1830; of her eight children, three "-"ere living in 1862, 
~Ir. ,Yilliarn Hayden of Boston, :Miss Charlotte F. Hayden and ~fr. 
Frederic A. llaydcn: Charlotte, b. X ov. 6, 1766; m. Oct. 29, 1.793, 
Joseph Fosdick of Bostoll, d. at B. ::\(ay ri. 17t19-issue, one sou, Jo
seplJ, d. uum. abroad: ]?ranees, b. Xov. 6, 1766; 1n. ~fay 21, 1793, 
Samuel Prince of Boston, d. Dec. 2.2, 1790, he d. Jan. 21, 1820, leav
ing male fosue: John, b. June 14, 176S; he contested several cases in 
the state of )laine concerning the· lauds of the "Flore11tins Vassall 
claim" there, upon the gronnd c,i' heirship thereto, but was dcfe~tcd 
in all, aud d. at \\"'" ashiugtou city, D. C., leaving male issue, having 
been m. in .Augusta, Mc., to .Anu Page: ErlLcard, b. June 29, 17 Gtl, d. 
uum. of yellow feYer at Boston, Sept. 20, 17DS: 1Villiam, b. iTuly 21, 
1770, d. ~cpt. 13, li71: a s11n, stillborn Feb. 11, 1773. 

(22.) 38. Jorr~ YAs:=:,\LT., born at Cambridge, ~lass., June 12, 1738; 
II. C. 1757; married Eliza.Leth, sister of Lt.-Go\r. Tbomas Oliver, 

~ Edward l iad:-; ~, :is the third son of Dr. '\\.iHi:lm D:1sis (who ·wn~ tht' only son 
of :'.\I:,jor B•-·11ja111in Davis), hy hi:,, wifP 11:rnnah, tlu~ dd1·:--t lhnghter of ('.1)l. Erlw:-inl 
\\.illsiow, :ill of Bo;-;ton. H,· wa:-; iH'rn .:\u;. :!l, 1,~;0, JJ1;1rri:·<l ~- jJehit:d,!,.- l'n.•u
ti:-~; 1,y w]i,,111 lie 11:lll :--ix thil.1rL'IJ: tli,} t!ldl:'.~t, Spmrcr, ,ra:; liorn J),_,,:. lS, 1775; 
lll!! vou1i:.~1_::t 1hu:2"!it•-r, Caro!ii!c .},t[[llSt,t, rn:u-ri,:d -'Ir. Tiws \"Velh.>:-; 1_,f J;,,:;tnn, who 
:1ft•·;.w:mis tli:irril·d 11,~uriett:1, J:tugl,1kr vf Jouatlw.11 t::imp~t:,u, alHl grai:dLlae.ghtl'r 
,.f ;:J . •. J,uw Vi.i~sail. 



18 The V assails of New England. 

Jan. 12, 1761; he <lied Oct. 2, 1791, at Clifton, Eng.; she died at Clifton 
in her 32d year, March 31, 1807. .At his fa.ther's death, Ho!l. Spencer 
Phips ,vas appointed guardian. In his account several curious 
items occur, Yiz: "To John :Morse for a wigg and shaving ~aid 
~Iinor's head two quarters, £11." "To John \Varland for a perriwigg 
£10." He boarded ,vith his guardian until May 5, 1752, "when he 
went to live in Boston," but seems to ha,·e been w·ith him again from 
Aug. 8, 1753 to July 22, 1754. After his graduation at Harvard, he 
is supposed to have lived at Cambridge until July 28, 1759, when he 
purcJ1aRed of Edward )farrett, taylor, for £200 I½ acres bounded E. 
on his own estate, S. on '\Vaterto,vn road, )V. on Jon a than Hastings 
and N. on John Hunt; also 6 acres bounded S. on the same road, \\ .... 
on "the town ,vay," N. and E. on Jacob Hill and E. on Hastings; 
also 1 acre opposite. Lounded S. on Charles rivel', ,v. on his own 
marsh, N. and E. on Henry Yassall. On the estate oi-iginally inherit
ed frotn his father and by these purchases greatly enlarged, be 
erected the splendid mansion "·hich he occupied until dri\"'eu from it 
by tbc rage of the times. Nov. 27, 1159, he purchased from Joshua, 
John and Isaac \Vinslow, Hannah Da,is, Richard Clark and wife 
Elizabeth, for £600 1 an estate on l{jng street, Boston, ,vith the brick 
house thereon, which in 1765 he gave to his siste1· Rnth. _i\pril 11, 
17 60, he purchased of Benj a.min Fanuej], Jr., for £1333 :6:8 an estate 
in Boston with brick house and barn, bounded ,,r. 39.6 on ::Marlboro 
("\Yashington) street, E. 66 feet on Bishop lane (Hawley street), N. 
295 feet on Brightman, S. on "\Y alkcr. This estate he sold ~larch 30, 
1763, to John Spooucr for £1200. Oct. 2~ i162, he 8old in con1pauy 
with Thomas and Elizabeth Oliver, and Edward and Ruth Davis to 
R.id1ard Lechrnere of Cambridge for £726:13:4, 45 acres on Cam.; 
bridge " neck 77 uo11ndcd S. E. on '' the great cove," with "a large 
house" thereon, beii:g the share of the estate of Lt.-Gov. Phips, set 
off to thefr mother Elizabeth Yassall. Nov. 30, 1763, ho purchased 
of Thomas Oliver for £1000 his undivided share in his father's estate 
consisting mainly of lands in the western part of the state. Dec. 
20, 17 68, he pnrcha~cd of John If nnt and hjs w·ife Ru th of ,v a ter• 
town, for £2G:13:4 a small piece of land in Cambridge (being part of 
a lot called "the pickle,") bounded N. ,v. on Jonathan '\Vyeth and 
adjoining his own estate . .April 4, 1771. he purchased of Ezekiel Lewis 
of Carn l·,ridge, for .£250: 3i acres with barn in Dorchester, bounded 
S. and ,, .... 011 a high r0a<l, X. on Ebenezer and Lemuel Clap, E. on 
Zebaui~h "\Yilliarn8; also a ha.If acre lot there, ,bonndeLl E. on ,Jeffries 
and X., \V. and S. on ld:.rli roads. Sept. 19, 1771, he bought of Charles 
\Yard .. :'...pthorp of X cw ·York, for £-!00, 47 acre$ on Fre$h pond, in 
"\Yatcrt!:J\vn. Jan. I, 1772, he purchased of .:\.braham Frost, yeoman 
of Charlestown, for J.:, 133 :6 :8, 1:? acres of woodland in Cam l>ridg-e at a 
place called "tbc rock~,'' bounded S. ,v. on Rev. N atha11icl Appleton, 
N. E. ou "\\'inship nn<l \Yitbiugton, N. \V. on Carter, S. E. on Cooper, 
Swan, I[ill a11t1 Prentice. )f:1.rch 10, 1772, he pnrd1ascd of .Jlarg-arct 
Pcssenden, '' searnstriss" of Cambridge, ft)r .£7:-1, a triangnlar Int 
boundvd 48 feet S. \V. nu highways, 70 feet);_ E. on '-lames ~Innr<w, 
50 feet ~- \V. on .Abral1:un IIasey with ,,·ell privilege . .April l;\ 
17';:!, he pnrehasct1 of ,Jonathan Jlill threc-fo11rtlis of an acre with 
house and baru ther(:nn, LounJed S. an<l \V. on his own LlnJ, X. on 
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Prentice, E. on town road leading to brick-kilns. Oct. 13, 17,2, he 
bougl1t of widow )lary Ann Joues for £1800 the estate in Boston, 
·with mansion house, barus aud staL]P.s attacl1ed, bounded E. 140 feet 
on Tremont street, 321 feet S. on Jeffries, 120 feet \V. on Allen, 
\Villiarn Vassa!l and Sherburne, and 37S feet ~- on Vassall and 
land of the "old brick church.'' Here he lived <luring the winter 
months until forced to abandon the country. The estate was con
fiscated by the goverumcnt and sold to Isaiah Doane, merchant of 
Roston; for £24-00, Dec. 15, 1, 83. April 6, l 7, 4, he purchased of 
Jonathan Hastings of Cambridge for £2G6:13:4 alJout 4 acres bound
ed S. ,v·. 011 \Yatertown road; and by l1is o\vu l.u1d on other sides. 
)lay 9, 1774, he purchased of Jonatlrnu \Vyeth. other lands adjoin
ing his o,vn homestead. ~lay 17, 1774, he purchased of Thomas 
Goddard of Cambridge, blacksmith, for £155:3:l 0, 9 acres in the 
"·"\-Vest field" bounded N. E. on the '' proprietors way,'' .N. ,v. on 
Jonathan Hill; S. \Y. on Rev. Thomas Prentice, S. E. on Sewell 
and ,,ryeth. It was in the summer of this year that he w·as~ com
pelled to remove \\-rith his fa.1ni1y to Boston for protection, and in 
that cily he continued to dwell upon the estate adjoining that of 
his uncle ,villiam Yassall on Pemberton Hill, u11til 1776, ,vheu he 
accompanied the Britif;h army to Halifax, aud from there sailed for 
England. He was exiled by the act of ~ 17S. Sabine says of him, 
"he was passenger in one of the six vessels that arrived at LoJJdon 
from Halifax prior to June 10, laden with loyalists ar1d tbeir families. 
In July of that year he designed to take a house "at the Court cud 
of the Metropolis and enjoy the comforts of a p1entifn l fortune." In 
1780 he scen1s ·to have lived at Brh;tol; other refugees fron1 1'Iassa
chusetts were at Birmingham, but he disliked the place and said it 
was a "dirty ill-built hole." Later he resided alternately at Chatley 
Lodge in the county of "\Vilts and the city of Bath." He died at 
Clifton almost instautaneous1y after eating a hearty dinner. .-\n 
obituary published in the Gentlenuni's JJlagazine, said of him, "he had 
a very considerable property in America, where he liv-ed in princely 
sty1e. Some time after tl.ie distnrhances took place, having taken a 
very active part and sparcu no expense to support the royal cause, 
be left his posses~ions there to tbe ravngers, and lrn.ving fortunately, 
very large estates in Jamaica, he came ,vith his family _to England. 
He carried his loyalty so far as not to use the family motto "sapc pro 
rege, sempcr pro npnb!ica.." By an act of the general court of 17 SO, 
his real estate in Dorchester, in t,\-o piecrs, " .. as so1d Ly the govrrn
ment to John \Yillianis of Boston, for £3~5, on June 12, 17S1. TLe 
sales c1f n1ost of lib remaining property followed in quick succession. 
'-T unc 28, his splendid estate iu Cam bridge of 4 'i acre~, bounded S. 
\V. on "\Vatertowll road, E. on Deacon Aaron Hill and "\\'"yeth, "N. E. 
on l'reutice anJ ,\pyeth and on the l1igl1way, X. on PreIJticc and ,v. 
on '' the town wayt together ·with 40 acres ou the oppos1te side of 
the \Va.tertown road, hounded \V. on Sewell alld J(i:.,;eph Lee, S. on 
LrP a11d Cliarles rivt:r, i.\Hd E. 011 11e1r~ t1f Henry Ya~sall, a11d abo th0 
"\Vest fiel<l" lot, lJuugbt in l i; -!, i ogethcr ,vitlt 20 acres on .Fre'sh 
!H>nd wt.:re t--o1<l by the Cumrnol!wPaltl1 to ~ athanicl Tracey of ~ ew
huryp(lrt. f,·,r tlic ~um of .£'-1~t,-1. .A port ior1 of tlii::; property, i11dnding
tlic rnan::;ion l!uuse ( occupi<.:tl by \V a:;hillgtuu ns hi::; headqu::u ters 
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during the Rc\·o1ution) and lands immediately adjoining, became 
soon after the property of Au<lrcw Craig·ie, Esq., and is now the resi
dence of Prof. Heury \V. Longfell<nv, remaiuing in appearance very 
n1uch ns when deserted by its original occupant. June 4, 1782, 20 
acre:; on Fresh pond were _sold to John Ricbardson for £165. .A. 
sma11 portion of his Boston property escaped the uotice of tlie au
thoritics and was conveyed by him to Edward Brinley of Boston, 
throug-h his brother-in-law, Ed ward Davis, April 8, 1794. 1 t consisted 
of land aud a wharf situated "near the draw bridge," bounded X. 
W. on an alley to " \Vent·worth's wharf;" the land and \vharf near tlie 
above, bounded S. ,v. on "llill creekt and a sma1ler piece of about 
thirteen feet square, a11 of which was sold for £18. Children ,vere: 
GO, Joltn, b. ::.\fay 7, 1762: 61, Spencer Thomas, b. April 7, 1764: G2, 
Thomas Olir:er, b. April 12, 176G: 63, Elizabeth., bapt. at Cambritlge, 
t.luly 5, 1767; d. Jan. 5, 1768, and was Lur. in the family tomb iu 
that city: 64, Robert Oli·ver, b. )[a.y 28, 1769: 65, Elizabeth, b. )lay 
5, l'r71: 66, Le.onard, b. 1773, d. at Boston, Nov. 7, 1775: 67., J.llar71. 
b 4,- L .:, E n- ~I· '> ,? l '"' '"'" ... * . a" onuon, n~., ... ar ..... v, , , , . 

( 22.) 39. ELIZABETH V .ASSALL, born at Cam bridge, Sept. 12, 1139; 
married Thomaf>t OliYer of Dorchester, June 11, 1·,G0. She <lied ju 
England previous to 1S08. He died Nov. 29, 1815, aged 82. Lt. 
Gov. Phips was appoiutcd her guar<lian Sept.. 16, 17 4 7, -and I~dw. 
Davis, Sept. 11, 1759. Thomas Oliver was the last royal lieutenant 
governor and president of the Council appointed in 17 7 4. Sept. 2 of 
same year, Le "'·as compelled by a mob of 4,000 persons, to resign 
liis office, and Le almost imn1ediately vacated his beautiful estate in 
Cambridge ( afterwards occupied Ly Gov. Gerry, and ·lately by Re,-. 
Chas. Lowell, D. D.), aud removed to Boston. Here he resided uutil 
'7G, wbeu, at the evacuation, he accompanied the royal army to 
IIalifax, and fron1 there to Englaud. lI-e was exiled by the Act of 
1778, and his estate confiscated. The farm house in connection 
with his Camuridg·e mansion is standing djstant a few hundred rods 
from the present estate in a S. B. direction upon the slope of a hill 
overlooki11g Charles river. Lt. Gov. Oliver was a quiet, reserved 
n1an, but little knowu in public life, though ever distinguished for 
Lis amiable and gentlemanly graces. 

The following bapti~ms of chil<lr~n are found upon the records qf 
Christ church, Cambridge: Anne,. bapt. :March 4, l 1G4; Elizabctll, 
bapt .. Aug. 17, 17t3G; l\·ndope, Lapt. Oct. 2, 1768. 

(22.) 40. Lecy YAS:3ALL, Lorn at Ca.mLri<lge, Nov. 15, 1741, lJap. 
Dec. 21, 174:i, married John Lavicount of Antigua, June 16, liGS. 
They disappeared from tlie couutry at the time uf tlie Hevoluti()n. 
She was the ouly individual of tlic name of Vassall, who, to our 
knowledge, was bap. i11 New Engla11d by other thau n, mini~ter of the 
Estaulished Church. Iler motlier ,vas, we believe, a dissenter, a11d 

* Cambridge necon1:-: sa.~· John, b. 1by 17, 176:!; Sre11eer Thorn a:-, b .. .:\pt? :27. 
1,t'-1; Tl1orna~ Olin-r, li . .:\pril 13, 17G!,. \Ve> ha.ve adopted the dates ftirrn:-d1 1·<i 
from the family rer(;nl liy )lrs. G·. R. Jp}rns,m of Jam. 

t He v.;as tl1t>. s,:11 of I-!ohnt 0. of Durdw:--kr, :\Ia:,;~., wa.-; horn alJOut 1,~~3; H - (·. 
] ';°.)3 ; m:1rried :::ccl,w.l wi!l', Harri,:t, J:rngl! t'-·r uf - Frc<.·m:in cf ...--i nt:_;ua. :'i:..· 
dkd .!uly 10, ~::llS, ... t B1i~tul, .E1:;. 
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tl,is n1ay account for the following entry found in the books or 
the First Parish (Cougregational) of Can1bridg-c. Bap. Ly tlJc 
Hcv. N. Appleton, "Dec. 27, 174:7, Lucy, of ~Irs. Lucy Vassall, widow 
of ye late Col. John Vassall, )'c chil<l abed twelve days old at ye 
father's death." She returned, however, to the faith of her fore
fathers, the 1·ector of Portsmoutl1 (N. H.) church, Rev. Arthur 
Browne performing her marriage ceremony; the bap. of one chilc.1 is 
recorded in the records of Cambridge Christ church: John, hap. J unc 
11, 1769. 

(23.) 41. SARAH ·v ass.u.r., b. at Boston, June 17, i 739, hap. Nov. I, 
17 43, m. James Syn1e of London, Eng·., Dec. 29, 17 63, d. a wi 11ow in 
England, about 182,. They resided for some time in Boston, Lu t re
moved to LoIJ.don, where he was for several years settled a~ a mcr
cl1ant. The hap. of one child is recorded on the records of Trinity 
church, Boston: Sally (Sarah), bap. X OY. 25, 17 6-1. 

( 23.) 41. LrcRETIA FRA~CEs* VA~SALL, born Sept. 24, 17511 bn.p. 
Sept. 28, 1151, married Richard Smith of Boston, April 22, l 7i2. 
They resided, for a time at least, in Boston, but it iR probable that 
the Revolution dro\"e them abroad, as .July 17, 1781, ,Yilliam Fro
bisher of Boston, soap-boiler, was admitted agent of his estate as an 
absentee. Triuity church record conhtins tlie following: Ann Eyre, 
bap. June 6, 1773, 

(23.) 49. \VrLLL-Dr "\'ASSALL, born Jan. 31, 1'153, H. C. 1771, mar
ried Anne Bent, died at ,v eston House near 'fotncss, Eng-. 1 Dec. 2, 
1843; she died ,vi th out isRue, Oct. 8, 1846, aged 7 5. Ile left X e\v 
Eng-land in 1772, was asterized in I-I. C. Cat. of 1827 as dead, but 
1ived to the extreme age of ninety years, one of the olclest survi\·urs 
of hi8 clat-is. 

(23.) 50. IIE~RY VASSALL, born at Boston, ~[arch 23, 1755; hap. 
April 1, 1755; n1arried )largaret Grcemc, and had bnt one clJild: GS, 
1Vi!lirim, b. 1180. 

(23.) 55. LEOXARD V . .\.SSALL, born at Boston, )[arch 28, 1764, bap. 
'"Tulle 20, 1768, married Sarah, sister of Col. Fitch, R. A., died at 
Bruok hou~e, Old Sodlmry, Glonce8tcrshirc, J~ug·., :Nov. 19, 1860. 
She died at Brouk liouse, ~lay 20, 1851, agAd 88. Children ·were: 
G9. Lau,ra A·nna- .Jiatilrla., m. Jnly 5, 1830, Robert Korr d 'Esterrc of 
Ireland, and d. soon ancr without issne; 70, Jiar~o.ret, d. unm. 

(23.) 56 XAnu.:-:rnr, v-ASSALL, born at Boston, .Tuue 1S, 176S, bap. 
Jnue 20, 1768, died unmarried in Eugland, Sept. 8, 1S32, a captain 
. J> "\.-:" 
JU \:. ~'. 

(27.) 51. EuzABF:TH VASSALL, born about 1142, bup. at Caml>ridg-e, 
D(lC. 17, 174-2, married Chariest Bns::;ell, ~I. D., Peb.15, 176S; he died 
at .Antigua, j[ay 2~, 1780; she died at Plymouth, ~Iass., Feb. 23, 1802. 
lle sailed for )[artiuico in April, 1775, and his wife, if she did not 

* Ifor twiu 5:i:5ter 4S. Fanny pt!rhn.ps died young, notltiug lw.~ been founJ con~ 
Ct·r1ii11g lier after hi..'r l 1aptbm, ~t•pt. ~~, 17;;1. 

t He wa.:; th•~ ~1rn of J:inw:; au<i Catl1:ninfl Tit1:,;~Pll, l1nr11 in Charl,·~to,,·n, ~fa~s., 
De,·.~-;, 173'-, 11. C .• 17;jj', ~tudie<l rnetlieitJi~ with l>r. Fz ... ki,•l lf,•r:-•'.Y (>f llit1~~lwt11, 
and afknCLrds in En~l:twl, with l)r~. Colin )b\.·kii,z,~,· and \\"illiam Illllltt·r ~t St. 
'fhPm:1--' ll<,:-pital ; t·;Jok :\ dt·~re~ of .'.\L U. at A l 11 ·rt1P,'tt, 1 ,Ci, rdnn:ed rn ~1:'w· 
E11t'."laU<i and ::;1·ttletl i11 J,iucoln, .\Ia~~-, wlwre h~ had i1il1er:k,l an <:~Uttt:! frot11 hi~ 
u11~!e J LIU~e Chamh.:r~ l~u::::-;t:11. 
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accompany him, soon followed with her mother, then a widot"v. Dr. 
Russell ,vas exiled by the act of 1778, aud his property confiscated. 
Of their ten childrcu, tlJe births of but four are recorded in )fass. 
Some of the others ,vere, pcr!Jap~, born in \Yest Indies. Six were 
stillborn or died in infancy. Children were: Penelope, b. in Lincoln, 
:l\farch 17, 17 69, hap. April 9, 17 69, m. Nov. 7, 1808, Hon. Theodore 
Sedgwick of Stockbridge, )fass., and d. without issue in Boston, 
May 18, 1827; she was bnr. in \Yill iam Vassall's tomb under King's 
chapel. Judge Sedgwick ,vas b. in Connecticut, ,vas thrice m., d. in 
Boston Jan. 24, 1813, aged 67. Elizabeth(?), b. and d. Jan. 27, 
1770; Elizabeth Vassall, b. Jan. 10, 1771, m. June 12, 17!l7, Charles 
Furlong Degen, and d icrl in .Marion county, 1I iss., Aug. 28, 1824; he 
was au English merchant of Legl1orn, where several of thefr clJilJren 
,vere born. The eldest, Charles llussell, now of New· York city, 
was hap. in Boston, July 11, 1798; Rebecca, b. in Lincoln, Feb. 20, 
1773, was twice m; 1, to David Pearce of Gloucester, :Mass.,- Xov. 
6 or 7, 1793; 2, to Joseph Rugg·les of Itoxbnry, in 1813; she< d. Dec. 
15, 1825, in Philadelphia, aud was buried in that city; by David 
Pearce she bad issue-Chas. Russell aud others:* Catherine G·rai:es, 
b. Jan. 9, 1772; d. unm. at Roxbury, Sept. 5, 1847, and --vas bur. Le• 
neath Christ's church, Ca1nbridge. 

(33.) 59. Euz..tBETH VASS.A.LL, born 1770, married Sir Godfrey "\Yeb
ster; divorced June 1797; m. llenry Richard Fox, third Lord Holland, 
July 9, 1797, and died a widow in London, Eng-., Nov. It, 1845. She 
was a ,voman of remarkable talents, brilliant, witty and endowed 
,vith many personal graces. Tbe bulk of the immense fortune left 
by Florentins V. came into her possession. In her will sh£! left about 
£1500 per annum, to Lord J·ohn Russell, and £100 to )Iacaulay, the 
historian. In return for the many acts of kiudness which she 1.iad 
bestowed upon him, Bonaparte left to her a gold snuff-box, which 
had been presented to him by Pope Pius YI, at the Peace of Tolen
tino, in 1797. It contained a card on wliich was ·written the words: 
"L' Empereur N apo1eon to Lady Ilollan<l, temoignc de satisfaction 
et d' estime." Children by Sir Godfrey \Yebstcr, V."ere: Sir Godfrey 
l-rassall JVcbstcr, bart.: d. 183G; Lt. Col. Sir Ilenr:l/ Trassall 1T-cbster, 
Knig-ht K. T. 8.; d. Loudon, 1S47, aged 54: Ilarriet, .m. Hon. Adm. 
Sir Fieetwood Broughton Reyno1ds, C. B., K. C. II., Juue 5, 1816; sl1e 
d. Ang. 7, 1849. By Lor<l Jiolla11d, ~eforc marriage, slw },ad: Clzas. 
Ric.hard I-ox, colonel iu the R. A., and ai<l•cle•camp to the Queen, 
lieutenant general aud recci,;,·er general of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
1n. )Iary Fitz Clarcn·cc, second dau. uf "\Villi am IV, J unc 1 ~, 1824-. 
By Lord llollaud in wedlock, she liad: Step/ten, b. J all. 18, 1: ~H); d. 
1'ov. 22, 1800: a son b. ~[arch 17, 1801; d. young·: Jfenrp L,du.:ard 
.I-Iolland, b. ~f arc Ii 7, I 80:!; s 11 c. Oct. 22, 1840; m. :\lay D, 1833, Lady 
.Auo-usta Con:utrv: 11lar11 Eli::.aicth,, L. Feb. 1 !,), 1S06; m. Thomas 0 ., • 

A the rt on Powys, Baron Li1f,>rd, ~fay ~-!, 1830: Gcur.£!"irzn11a A unc, b. 
Nov. 1, 1 8 0 H ; <l. 0 ct. 8 1, l S U) : a d an. b. and d. J n n e, 18 I 2. 

(38.) 60. Jons VAsS.\.LL, i.Joru at Cambridg·c, ~fas~., ~1:iy 7, 1 ;1;:?; 
bap .. May 28, l 7c,2; ni. Elizaoctli, yon11g<'~t dan. of James .-\th ill 1

_
1 r 

of ~\ntigna
1 

.Juuc 13, 1 i~lfl, aud d. at Ly11dlinrst, E11µ;., Oct. 17, l~lll1
• 

011ly chilJ wus: 71, Juhn,. d. witlwut is::5ne, ~larch 20, 18~7. 
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(38.) 61. SPE!--CER THolus v· .ASS.ALL, born at Cambridge, lfass., April 
7, 176-!; bap. May 21, 11tj-!; married* June 30, 1195, Catherine 
Brandi th Bat~khouse, danglJtcr of Rev. Dr. Evans; died :Feb. 5, 1807, 
at .Monte ,~ideo, 17 ruguay, S. A.; his ,vidow married July 11, 1816, 
Thomas Cbetham Strode of Somerset, aud died July 22, 184-2. He 
entered the R . .A. as ensign, at. the age of 12 years. Oct. 29, 1806, 
was in C(Jinmand of au e.xpeditir)n agai11st :Maldonado, wliich place 
he captured at tlie head of 400 rnen, against a superior force. ...<\.t 
ihe siege of ~Iontc Video, Feb. 3, 1807, he was fatally wounded, at 
that time holding the rank of lieutenant co1onc1, 38th foot. Ilis re
mains ,vere buried in St. Paul's church, Bristol, where a monument 
is erected to bis memory. Children were: 72, Spe,zcer Lambert Hu./)L

te.r, b. ~fay 17; 1799; knt., K .. H. of l.Iilford, co. Southa.rnpton, and 
of Newfound river, J an1.; 1n. ~fay 9, 1844, at P:.,tddington, Letitia Sa
rah, only dau. of Edward Berkeley Napier of Pennard house, Son1er
set, and widow of Rev. C. IL Pulsford of v\T ells; he d. s. p. in 1846; 
his wido'\\~ is still liYiu~ (1863); he was kuightedi· in 1838; promoted 
to captaiucy in R. N., Jan. 11, 18B7; was commander of the I-farrier, 
Dec. 27, 1831: 73, Raudon Jo,~.n Popl,am (lt.. col. R.. A.), m. Nov. 30, 
1849, :Margaret Emily, dau. of Sir .A lex. Boswe1l, bart. of' Auchinleck, 
and has no issue: 74, Ilonora, J.liary Georgina, m. Oct. 1, 1829, at ~lil
ford, ,Yilts1 Rev. Ed ward P. Henslow·e, and d. in 1834: 75, Catherine 
Spencer .Alicia, Beresford, n1. Oct. 1, 1829, at ~1ilford, \Vilts, · Thomas 
Le :)larchan t Saumerez, second sou of Admiral Sir James S., hart.; 
and 2, Rev. E&rdley "\Yilmot J\Iicbell: 7 6, an infant son, d. July 9, 
1803. 

(38.) 62. TH01us 01.n-ER ·v ASSALL, born at Can1bridge, April 12, 
1166; died unmar. at \Yrexliam, co. De11bigh, Eng., Oct. 8, 1807. 

( 38.) G-!. Ro:sERr OLIVER V .ASSALL, l>oru at Cam bridge, ~May 28, 
1769; m. ~farch 26, l i9-!, Christian Bennett Tornlins:.)n of Jamaic~:t; 
aHd d. at Abingdon Hall, Jam., :March 23, 1827; 11ember of Council, 
IIonorable, ett;. Children were: 77, Eli::abetli Oli-cer, b. in lam. July 
20, 1796; mar.1farch 23, 1818, George Robert Johuson of Jamaica, and 
bad issue: ELIZABETH C.-L\fPBELL, b. ~larch 10, 1819; mar. Sept. 26, 1837, 
F:-ancis Se\·ern )Iaxwell; GEORGE V .ASSALL, b. Sept. 21, 1822, mar . 
. A.ugust 3, 1853, Emma Evans Page; \V1LLLur CLARKE, b. June 21, 
1824, d. X ov. 8, 1854, unmar.; GEo.RGIAXA EL11IRA, b. Jan. 28, 1827, 
rnar .• Jan. 2,, 1842, Juhn Calder; JoHX YASS.-\LL c.,U!PBELL, b. )Jay 19, 
1S28, d. Oct. 28, 1851, nnrnar.; aH born iu Jamaica: 18, John, l.J. in 
Englaud, Oct. 22, 1 iD9, J. Oct. 15, 1833, nnmar., in Jam.; 79, ...lla-ry, 
L. iIJ '-Jamaica, Oct. 15, 1800; d. Sept. 3, 1842, uumar., iu Jam. 

(38.) H5. ELIZABETH YAS$ALL, b. ~Jay 5, 1771, married )farc.-h 6, 179!,. 
at Bath, Eug., ,Tobu GnstaYus Lcmaistre, only son of Boll. C. T. 
Lemaistre, aud d. at Chelteuham, Eug., July 21, 185G, s. p. 

(38.) tJi. ~f..\RY YAS~ALL, born at Loudon, }larch 26, 1,77, married 
June 1 G, l~WO, at Batl.J, Eng., John Gytti11s .. -\rcl1r,r of llaruaJoes, and 

* Hurkt· :cays~ .luly 10, 1';£15, tl1t? al,oYe is from Gwts. Jiu;[. LXT, p. q1-:1. 
t For Lc..:Hr,raui~ nu~rn~ritatiou, he Lt-:us ()Il a f(':-:--H or, the hrt-:tcI1,·t.l L!istion~ 

of a fo1 tr•·· f, a1iny~ ,d1ic.:h tl11! ·worcls '~ :iiout,: \'id,:o ::, 011 :t c~11tnn arg., tlit· 
lna11L,r :.::~tr,, wi~Lill a l·r:11h·l1 vf c_q,n.'~.-; ai:d :t?:\•ll1t:r (If burt·l, tlit· ~ti-ms ut1ikd 
in ::-:dti\•r-('r,•:::t, on :i. rnt.111!1t, \"t:rt, a Ln•:1d1t.·d fortrt-:-~, tli,·1t·u:1 lwi:--tt·d:.. lla,!,!

1 

£Uh-.:-, with tte iu:3criptiv11 '· .\Iu11te Villt'O " i11 ldter:::: vf gulJ. ~Iutto : Every bull~t 
La:s it:::; Lil~d. . . 
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died at Clifton, Dec. 27, 1806; her only child, John Vassall, died at 
Clifton, Oct. 26, 1806. 

( 50.) 68. \VrLLI.UI Y ASSALL, born 1781; married Au1:e, ouly daug-h
tcr of Col. Samuel Oliver of Belgrave, Lefore Dec. 2, 1817, and died 
at Oldbury court, EBgland, :\larch 13, 1S4-5; hiB ,viduw is still living 
(1863); ]1c was a staff surg-eou in the R. A. during- the Peninsula 
,var. Children were: 80, TTrilliam, b. 1819: d. an infant: 81, Eli.za
betlt 1.llarga.ret, b. Oct. 14, 1821; m. at Bath, Eng., Jan. 15, 1848, Alfred 
Cox of Chipping, solicitor, and has issue: 82, TVi.llia.m, b. ~.farch 21, 
1824; m. 1857, )Iartha .Ann Skelton of Bramley Grange, Yorkshirr, 
and has issue, bvo sons and two daus.; he is rector of Harding-ton, 
iranden.~illc, co. Somcr$Ct, Eng.: 83, 1.llar71 Olirer, b. Jan. 6, 1827; m. 
at \Valcot, Batl1, ,Jnly 4, 1849, Robert Berkley Forrester, and has 
issue: 84, R,ibert Lo-ice G-rant, L. Dec. 14, 1829; m. at Clifton, April S, 
1856, j\f atilda Paulina, second dau. of \Yilliam Phillips of ,Yitsston 
House, )[onm., and Salis Lury Lodge, Clifton, and has issue, three son$ 
aud one dau. 

,1. BE~.r.nnx V.ASSALL, Lorn Sept. 18, 1142; was twice married:· 1. 
To Lu8nnnn, dau~r]iter of Capt. Jonah Stetson of Scituate, ~fass., 
Sept. 15, 1782, by ·whom he had two children; she was born :March 
2, 175 7, and died nt Cha rltou, :Mass., J uue 14, 17 86. 2. ~,o Caty 
RJ:an, widow of -- :Mansfield; she died at Oxford, )lass., Feb. 10, 
1826, aged 79, without issue. Ile died at Oxford Feb. 18, 1838. He 
,vas born, it is snpposcd, in Scituate, parentage not traced, was 
brought up in tl1e family of a 1\Ir. Vinal of S., and in early life 
learned the cabinet maker~s trade. At the breaking out of tlie Re
volution lie took up arms in the service of the country, and served 
until the cessation of hostilities, holding succcssh·e1y the rauks of 
corporal, sccon<J and first lieutenants in tlw militia. At the close of 
the war, he married and took up his r(lsidcnce at Charlton, wl1cre he 
had remove(l in October, 1780. He removed to .Auburn in 180;~>: and 
to Oxford ill 1817. Stones to tlJC mcmorv of himself and Reco11d wife 
arc standing in tl1e o1d cemetery n.t .. Oxford. Children ,vere: 2, 
Benjamin, b. Feb. 16,178-1; 3, Jonas Stetson, b. Jnnc 6, 17S6. 

( 1.) 2. BE:S-.JA~rr~ y_.\SS:\LL, born in Charlton, Feb. 16, 17~4. ~"as 
twice rnarrir·d: 1, to Po11y, dau. of Uriah Stone; died at Oxford, 
:May 28, 18:W, aged 43, hy v.-l1om he had one sou: 2, .A pr. 3, 1831, 
to Lon~sa Soutl1worth. He died ~fay 6, 1843, and ,vas huricd in 
the Oxford ccrneterv bv tlw side of liis first wife. His widow m:1r
ried, Sept. 12, 184.-1: Jolin Fitts, and 1s livillg in Oxford (l.Sli3). 
Only child: 4, rester, b. July 31, 1809. 

(I.) 3. Jo:s-AS SrET~o~ VASSALL, l,orn in Char1ton, ,June H, l 7St1; 
died at Auburn, )fass., iTu1y 30, 1831, and ,vas there Lnricd; sup
po~ed to }J[tn) been unmarried, a11d without i~8tW. 

(2.) 4. VE~TEi! \rAS::i.\LL, JIOW reside11t at '\\~aslti11~tcn1, D. C., liorn 
July 31, 1B09; married .AprH 17, 1833, Sarah, daughter of c~q 1t. 
Stc·plien Barton of Ux-f1ird; she ,Yas born :.\farch ~I. ISll. Tlwy 
liave jssne: [>, lh·rnard ]Jarton, l>. at Oxford, Oct. 10, 1835, fir::;t licu
teuant ~lassadrn~etts 15th rl'g-iment; G, lri-ing Stctson 1 L. at 0., ..:\11_;. 
16, I S-10. 
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ADDENDA. 

If w~ mistake uot, .Jolin v~~==a1l (4l li:id a ~on Tiichanl, "ho m!l.rri~'ll Eliz:1-

li•~tli, elJl';-;t daug11tcr of Col. Johll Foster of Jarn!l.it::\. C<)l. Fo~ter lli,· 11 i11 

.l:..111~ii•:t, Au_;u;.;t :w, 1,:n, ag1:d :iO. \Yil!i:1111 Fo:-:t•·r, !,i;-; ::;r•collll son, rn:tn:1·-l 

for hi;-; fir~t wifi·, a d:rn~hkr of .Johu Va:5~~i11. 




