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IN THE NETHSRIJ.J,IDS 

PRIOR TO TrE~ SETTLEI-·I.21-IT OF SO}IE OF ITS 

1'-1O1Tr.;,~ BY ,1...; -:JU __ 

L.P. de BOSR 

90 i·JEST STREET, 

Nl~W YORK, 1916 

The fam:ilv to which the 1-Jei-r Netherland~ settlers Goosen Gerritsen .. 

Va:n Sch~yck and Cornelis Aertsen Van Schayck, ancestors of the present 

.American f2r.rily belonged, originated from the prov=-L!lce of Utrecht - one 

of the seven United Netherlands. Prior Lo Lhe Union of Utrecht by 

11hich the Dutch B.epublic 1.Jas founded in 1579, the la.i.--ids of Utrecht, 

once 0art of' the Old Frisian land of Teysterl~nd, for-med the secular 

t . to f t" b" - . -r U' , .:.. eITJ_ "r:J-r O ne 1.SnOprlC Q_ "Gr8Cl1 lie In clerical jurisdiction the 

bishopric extended over 0he same terri tor:>..- and besides over Holland, 

Friesland, Golderland, Overyasel and Drenthe, touching the territo~rJ!,: 

of the b-i shouric of l:fu.nstar. Utrecht, the first Christi 211 bishopric 

~~ong the Fr;sians, founded little before 700 antedated th&t o~ 

Munster, the f,rst a~ong the Saxons of the Continent. Just one 

hundred ~-ears - these t1..ro bishopries rema; 11ed so closely connected and 

.i.h . . h b. t ..L h .. , . . -'-t .J:I d v eir 1.n.i. ... a 1. 2nvs e .. a so mu.en in col11r.~on in ma v ers 01. comme1 ... ce an 

education, throughout Hanseatic times as ·well as dur-i ng the grec1~t 
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colonial per, od of the Dv_tch Republic that this deserves to be 

ment-i oned here. 1-iunster(}lestphalion) and Utrecht f3.11ti.lies even 

kept closely together in the various New Netherland Settlements. 

Those t!-ro eJ.ements were predominant in the Settlement on Long 

Islc:.nd, that of Rensselaerm-ry-ck (.Albo.I1y) and that of tl'~e Esopus 

(Kiniston, UlsterCo. ) and through Ulster County they opened the 

gate for the great Ger.man Settlement o:f Pennsylvania, in its turn 

the gate to America's broad 1-vest. I·funster na11ely had not been able 

to join the Union a..~d the politictl and religious re-rugees from 

there found themselve~ most at home among Utrecht people. 

. 
The na:me Schay:_q_k is a contr2.ction of' S_cha-1--~r_ck, and this a..C'aJ.Il 

0 

is a contraction of Shade-wyck, mea...11:ing the ~-ckt. {v7k, ·v-j_ou0) or 

drrellLrig (hidden) of 11Shaden, Seado, Skate, is an old Teutonic 

heroic name meaning ushooterrro As f'amily ncuae th.is man's name 

exists yet in Utrecht as nschadeu and here among New Netherland 

farnilies as Schaets { compcJ.re modern high German 11Schutzrr. Prof'essor 

7:l.i~r. Skead, late of Cambridge Universit;sr, England, the great 

Germanisti c Scholar has ·written about r1is 01m name in the Trans-

actions of the PhL.0logical Society, London, England. For our 

ancestors the name Schadewyck r:iea.i1t distinctly ttthe (hidtien) 

d11elling of ;,.,l1e shooter". The original Scha.de-w:rck ·was situated 

ne2..r the cit:r or Vianen on the river Lek((L2Jre, to leak) on t.i.11e 

borders of the modern province of Utrecht and South Rollend. Like 

-VJ:rck-by-Duurstede and other places 1-rl. th the na:me-w:rck in tl1at 

neighborhood the place dates probably from bet1-1een the :y-ears 800 

and 945 and ·was founded by the V:il{ings or Norsemen 1-rho in those 
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years £requently sailed up the Lek and other Rivers to invade the 

Utrecht bishopric ~or its Church treasurer cL.~d the possessions of 

its pacified inhabitants. The original possessors of ShadewJck 

nms~ therefore have been Vikings, just one thousand years ago. T'ne 

n2...;.71e S1L.-v:i.ves there in a ttpolderrr or marshland a..TJ.d a ha~l et, 1,rhere 

forrnerly a :raanorhouse stood. Hear there vrre have vet ~~lie smal 7 
cl 

cities o:f Vrees-tirJTck a:1d Schalcloc-rck. A ne1r ma."1.or of Schadewyck, 

later also contracted to Schaik, was founded probably by a br2-~ch 

o-r the lords of' Schadew:;.:-ck, near ..n..mersfoort, and not far f"rom 

Scheroenssel on the borders of Utrecht and Golderland. ... 

In the middle ages and the sixteenth centur-.1 the chief seaLs of 

the fa;m5ly "Van Schayckrr or o-P "Schayckn 1,1ere ~~rck-by- Duurstede, 

Rhenen, .&--nersf oort ftnd Utrecht. The .fact th~t theJ' were e[:rly 

magistrates there shows th2t they ·were lords of cow"1ty ma..riors. 

Undoubtedly the archives of Utrecht contain man~r dQta o~ vtlue 

for t:1e reconstruction of the histoi-J 0£ this fa:~1-:l• T'ne -Pew data 

we have at hand are hardly suf~icient even to trace bold outl~nes. 

Yet the repetit-ion of uncommon given names among its members shows 

Goosen or Gose1-r..J1 is distinctly 

kuong the Vi...ldng descendants in Yia_~ders, it has 

beco:me Gosewyh; among those in England, Godwin. 

as in the milder sense of' the ,.dord. 

as such, bttt the!l ~ shot(~ d b~ar in mind thc:t uu.!9 a.'tlcestors had the 

1-1ord God long be.fore Chris~iani ty cL.YJ.d L11at it mea...-r1s tt'battle n, Goosen 



.Another name still current among the f aJni.ly a.TJ.d equally a.."'lcient 

by them in use is that of Gerrit or Gerhard, 0 the man strong with 

the s:pearu. 

Little must Goosen Gerr:itsen Van Schayck in 1650 have been aware 

of' the fact that his name :mea.'11.t --"Friend o.f Battle, son o:f the 

Spearman, lord of the nd1relling of the Schooter". He hims-21.f, 

hov-rever, 1--1as military enough to act the ra.t"'lk of ncaptain to it.n 

It ; s our belief' that the armorials 1-r.i th the bull 1 s head and 

the three arrows is the rE!al ancient Ven Schayck arro1-1s. Capt. 

Goosen Gerritsen Va._'11 Schayck bore these and as a magistrate he had 

them inserted in the stained glass window of the Re£orrned Church at 

.Albany. Little aware again he must have been,.--df the heather: nature 

of this custom; which although it lost its meaning still survives in 

Zu.rope and also in .America. The Champions o:f Woden namely, as ·we read 

in :")Beowulr 1s song used to meet regularly a.:.,d 1-Jhile in the 

banqu.etting hall speaking o.f the great war deeds of the ane,;cstors, 

their painted sb.ields 1-1ere hanging above them, back 0£ them on the 

walls and co1umnsn. At the same time there is no doubt that other 

me:mbers o:f exactly the same f'amily have borne ams o:f different 

·objects, but the same arrangement. (see Appendix.) 

1'-lestbroeck, the Utrecht Village 1·There Goosen Gerritsen Van 

Scha~rck ·was born, is situated on the borders of Eol1and a..11d Utrecht. 

Until the late rriddle ages &-7.d not u_ntil the Burgundion rule in the 

Netherlands made an end on all the feudaJ.. petty 1r2.re there, this was 

the centre of the Count of Holland and the Bishop o:f Utrechtts strife 

for supremacy. Foort Van Voorst, (great-great-grandfather o:r Cornelia 
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Van Voorst, the New Netherland) and many- other Utrecht citizens" 

lost in 1481 the day be.fore Christmas at Westbroeck, their life 

in a fight with the Hollanders. The Viking descendants round there 

had become local petty lords, who tried to keep themselves 

independent f'rom count and bishop by helping them the one and then 

the other. 

The Van Schaycks also seem to have follo1-1ed this policy. Roelef 

Van Scadie lost in 1307 ,dth many other Utrecht knights his life in 

an unexpected attack of the Count of Holland's troops. At the peace 

treaty the bishop demanded .for him double "wargild, namely 120 

guilders-- the bishop had a nice annual income of such "wargilds". 

Goosen Van Schayck, born about 1430 is mentioned in 1491 as 

"Goosen Van Scaeyck, den Olden" (senior). His daughter (Wendelmoet 

Van Schadick married with Claes (or Nicholas) Roos, 'Who at the time 

of his death in 1517 le.ft her behind 1dth the .following minor 

children: Claes, Cornelia, Goosen, Adriaen, and Corstyntie, 

i.e., Christina) at the city of' Utrecht. Goosen Van Schayck, de 

Jonge (Junior) his grandson, born about 1490 • .A:s 11Goesen Van Scaycktt 

he was in 1521 the first person to hold the newly created office 0£ 

11cameraer" or Chamberlain 0£ the Treasury 0£ the Ci ~J of Utrecht. u 

He was appointed as such by the emperor Nathias and held this office 

till 1526. In 1528 the electors elected hjm as Councilor of Utrecht 

and this office he held till 1541. His wi.fe was Gertrude, daughter 

of' Egbert Van Gruenenbergh. 

Goosen Van Scayck, born at Utrecht 1570. Son: Willem Goosensen 

Van Schayck born 1600. He lived yet in 1669 at Utrecht, in a house 
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in which Johannes Van 1tlyclrersloot had an inherited share. The Van 

Wyckersloot .family intermarried frequently w.i.th the Van Schayck 

family. He had Gerrit, Johan and Cornelia. Gerrit \villemse Van 

Schay-ck born 1626, died in 1660 leaving a w.i..dot-J" Anna Rutgers, but no 

children. His sister Cornelia became co-adminstratri...x of the estate. 

in 1661, she and her:1sister-in-law mortgaged a house for six 

thousc..nd florins to pay 0£:f another mortga·~:.e• Johan ( or Jan) 

vlillemse Van Schayck, born 1628. .P..B widower of ¥..aria Van Hardenbergh 

he claimed in 1660 part of an inheritage from Anna Van Gardenberg, 

her sister, 1dfe of Balthazar Postel. 

Willem Van Schadick, brother of Goosen Van Schadick, the old, was 

a citizen at Utrecht in Jli.78. Son: Lambert Van Schadick, whose son 

was: 1?illem Lambertsen Van Schayck, born J.490. In 1520 he was ofi the 

legal age of thirt-"f elected as Councilor o:f the City. There 1-1as also 

a Willem Van Schayck, ·who from April 12 to December 18, 1541 was the 

orgdnist of St. Jolm's Church at Utrecht. 

Lambert Van Schayck, born 1525. Son: William Lambertsen Van 

Scha3rck, born 1560. .He tras buried at Utrecht 1"Jay 14, 1639, as 110ld 

Capt.~in of the Militian. 

:Most of the members of the Van Schayck family were in that period 

brewers and traders. A certain Willem Van Schayck was in 1654 leaser 

of the assigns on wine and beer at Utrecht. In 1663 he had as such 

a claim against Jan de Comp. Another Willem Van Scha.yck graduated 

in 1688 as doctor from Lou.rain University • 

.A.driaen Van Schayck,born 1470. Son: Everhard Adriaense Yan 

Schayck born 1500. He signed already as 1-rl. tness a will in 1525. 
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He married at Utrecht with Cae:ibiJja Van Waveren. Their daughter 

Alida. Van Scha.yck born in 1527. She married 1'villem Van Bos Van 

vleede. ibis couple bought in 1562 an annuaJ.ity from Aert Van 

Scha;y-ck their brother. :Evert, Adrian's son Van Schayck was 

councilor of Utrecht from 1543 to 1564. It is ver;r probable that 

he. is the same as Evert Van Schayck, artist and surveyor, who was 

.favored 1dth the city1s patronage. T'ne painter's wife died in 1.530 

and he remarried. In 1537 he made a survey and map o;f the city 

according to a new plan and method, which was so long and so much 

admired in the council that the magistrates passed two meal times 

without noticing it. This meant something for the Dutch magistrates. 

In 1565 Evert Van Schayck made two beauti.ful. barmers for the city. 

He died in 1572 and was survived by his iddow. Children (0£ the first 

marriage) .Alida, Cornelia. (of' the second marriage) -Adriaen. 

Adriaen Van Schayck born in 1538. He is mentioned in 1562 as being 

o.f age. I:e is.probably the same who in 1576 was administrator of 

the property of the (then Re.formed) Chief Churches of the City. In 

1578-he gave a g;_£t of 30 stivers to the Church. He was-buried on 

the 17th o:f November 1616. (Also called .Aert. (abbreviation) 

Son: the Rev. Johannes Van Schayck born 1570. He studied theology 

and became minister at Houten in Utrecht, ·where he died at a young 

age leaving a widow and a son. He was buried in St. l~iaxy' s Church 

in the city of Utrecht,. where his tomb bears the following 

inscription: 

11Honorabill ac pie Dno Joha.nnia Schayck, 

"Pastori Hautensi, Efu.jus Eccle d: 11ariae lfulorls 



"in civitate hac vacario ultimae voluntatis 

'tv.indices moesti posuere 11 • 

"Ex:cessit prid: Gal: Febr. 1609u. 
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Son: Ad.risen ( or Aert) Jansen Van Schayck born 16oo. He was a glass 

painter and made in 1635 stained windows, one for the ref'ormed 

church at llortf oort for 180 florins and one for that at Har.melen., 

province of Utrecht for 100 fiorins. Gerrit ( or Court) Van Schayck. 

born 1542, painter. He painted in 1.582 the Ten Commandents on one of 

the columns in one of the Churches which had turned into a Refor.med 

Church at Utrecht. Caecilia Van Schayck, wife of Peter Geyster, was 

buried at Utrecht 9 Feb. 1622. 

Gerhard ( or Gerrit ) Van Schayck born 1475, waselected as 

councilor 0£ Utrecht in 1519. Ri.s grandson(?) Gerrit Van Schayck 

born at Utrecht 1.533, a lawyer. He1-1 was councilor of the City of 

Amersfoort in 1569 and in 1570 also a member of the Estates of 

Utrecht. (grandson?) Gerrit Van Schayck born 16oo. He married 

Josina, a daughter of Gerrit Vos, at Utrecht. Their infant daughter 

.Alida Van Schayck died-on June 5th 1632. Gerrit Th.ymanss·van 

Scha.yck born. at Utrecht 1630. He was in 1688 widower at Utrecht of 

Jobje Van J:snseghem. Dirck Gysbertsz Van Schayck born 1.570; married 

in 1608 at Utrecht, 1-iaria, daughter of Hendrick Van Blommeshyn, 

widow of Jorys (George) de Guyper. She died as his widow in Yiay 1620. 

Daem Van Schayck born 1520. Son: Gj]lis Daemaz ... van Schayck 1550. 

In 1.590 he was a citizen at Utrecht. On the 20th. of Feb. 1616 his 

widow Gysberta Van Eyndhoven was buried at Utrecht. Daem Van 

Schayck and Cornelis Van Wy-ckersloot, were in 1665 and also yet in 
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1669 as "Van Schayck and Van Wyckersloot11 grain merchants at 

Utrecht. In 1662 he made a journey to Lourajn. Cornelia Van 

Schayck born at .Amers£oort in 1540 probably a brother 0£ Gerrit. 

He fias in 1581 painter at Utrecht. He painted decorations in the 

Reformed Churches, there also tt the boards on ·which the Psalms are 

'Written and the Baptismal gate in marble. Ri.s children were: 

Elizabeth, .Anthony, Jacob, Ounera, Cornelia. 

Elisabeth Van Schayck married at Utrecht Aert Cornz Van 

Wy-ckersloot. (She was born in 1581; he on April 30th. 1582, he 

died on5th • .Aug. 1651) They lived near the Hieronimas School, 

since their marriage on 24th. June 1606. Children: Cornelis, 

Gertrude, Cunera, Cornelia, Thomas, .Anthony, (who died young) 

Anthony, Aletta. 

Anthony Van Schayck, "intending to go traveling abroad" gave on 

April 29, 1607 power of attorney to attend to his affairs to his 

brother-in-law, Adriaen (Aert). Cornelisaen Van \~Jckersloot had 

married and le£t one son: Corn.elis Van Schayck; in 1621 yet a minor 

under bis uncle Jan Cornelisz Van 1vckersloot as a guardian. He 

lived yet at Utrecht in 1666. Jacob Van Schayck in 1614 a council 

minute says of him 11he never goes to church, yet he appears to be a 

good citizen, tald ng the interests o:f the community and public 

affairs 1..rell at heart; deserves to be appointed as city treasu.rern __ 

Son: Cornelis Jacobsz Van Schayt:k who was living at Utrecht in 1659, 

Cu.nera Van Schayck married .mthony Cornelisz Van Wyckersloot, Judge 

at Utrecht on the nold Rhine"• Cornelia Van Schayck rr.iarried Jae 

Cornelisz Van t/yckersloot (brother 0£ the husband o:f her sisters) a 



brewer at Utrecht. She died on 4th. Feb. 1644. F.e in 1636. 

Notes: .Another brother ·was Cor-nelis Van hlyck:ersloot, born in 

1.599. In 1630 he ·was Director of the West India Company for i.,he 

province of Utrecht in the Chamber 0£ Arnsterdc'l.m. Cornelis Van 

Voor::t ~.;ho in 1630 beceJne Director of Pavonia (Hudson County, ~Iew 

Je:i.Asey) 1-1a.s ~s ful 1 cousin. He also procured the o-r.fice of 

Secret2-7j,.. of Rensselaerm-zy-IJc (.Albmiy) .for his son-in.-la1-1 (-in 1655). 

Dirck l·Tarriel, husba...~d of Sophia Va:n :-i:7ckersloot. 

Sophi& Ven Scha~rck r-i2.rried l-Tarten Van Voorst, brother cf :-le!ld.i.~ck, 

a..11.d son of Cornel is Va:n Voorst, the He1•1 l·!etherlai1d pioneer. She 

died in 16::;2 ·hd.th all h,:;r children frorn the black cieath at Utrecht • 

. All the above data have be.::::n derived b~r me f'rom true a.i.id 

authsntic sources but a corr:plete genec!logy ca.Ii only· be ·wr-i tten 

af'ter a c2reful stud~r in the Utrecb.t Archives, "I-rhere the 

unnublished dJcm1ents a.re • .... 

L. F. de Boer 

Hew· York. 

}Iarcl-:, 1916. 

Ref. Rutgers University Libraryi Special Collections. 
lli r] - D· ... - ,.. • 1 

.J... "c r. · ei.oung 1..:i. ..... e. 



n. 
FIRST FCJUR GE:-TERATIONS OF Vj.H SCE.AICKS 

Bes,des the two families of Goosen Gerritse and Claas Van Schaick 

1-rho early settled on the µpper Hudson, and are referred to by Pro.f. 

Pearson, in the Record, Vol.2, P.191, there was another of the sa.tue 

name, of v1hl.ch Camel; s Aertszen ·who settled in New AmsterdaJn prior 

to 1641, was the head. In Janu~J 1669-70, Ariaen Cornelissen, 

Hendrick Cornelissen, and Ld'""Sbeth Cornelissen, described as the 

lawful heirs of Cornelis Aertsen, conveyed to Capt. J ob..n Berr-jl", of 

Ber~::en, in New· Jersey, t"t-jo parcels of 1 and on the Island of 1~7J.½attan; 

ttthe first, ly-ing and being on e3.st end o:f Cornelis Jacobsen (Stille) 

and on the wst end of Corbars Plantation, ~-::c: the second, u1ying 

against lDnd f ormerl3r belonging to Hans Lierstede, beginning from 

the .first marsh, over against .. 4.ugusti ne Hermans r lar1d, from thenc~ 

to the fence of Bastiaen, the negroes land, and so to the f'ence of 

Thomas Ha-; ls 1 la.11d: liihich said t-~10 parcels of land ·were conf'irrned 

unto the said heirs of Cornelis .Aertsen, by a patent from Rt. Hon. 

Gov. Fra.11.cois Lovelace, bearing date, 16th. Sept. 1669, &c.u O:f 

his })e_rsonal history but little -is kno1i/n; I-:x. Valentine in 1'...is 

Fj_stor:r of the City of };e1•:r York, says he 1-1as at one t-i:me the 

the f amil; es of the city· 1-rl th country- produce, he 1-ras afterwards a 

tenant on the old Damen farrn, east .from Broadway, a short dista.i.~ce 

b .!.h • t ~ t T":" b b- -t. -. .,. I\., t d . • th 1 
• a ove v e cJ_ y ga e. ne pro a J_y came vO .;:-.ew _>-i.,.-rn.s er a..'11 :·JJ.. .i. IUS 

1-n.fe Be1itje Hendricks, there being no record of their marriage 

here. He ·was s~Jonsor at the baptism of his gr-dau Belitje, Oct.I, 

1663, and in 1665 ~-;as living 1:--:t,hout the lw1d ga-te; he o·ied bet11reen 

-·-~e -rear '"'/ ~_, ana• "ept 1(,0/""' !bo .. u·-'e, .i.u,..,.:..1.~- ~.;·· ~-r :!.6u'-'O, his sons bep .. ·.~Y'I 0.l..L ~: .!..:.Jv;,, ..J • 0 · /. ... v • I.J~ ~~ ... 

to, u_se the surname of Van Schaiclc. At his 2nd. narriage, July 16, 
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1662, to .,leyntie Kl.berts, widow of Aert Willemszen., he is called the 

widower of' Bell tje Hendricks. By his 2nd. wife had,-~no issue. , .. 
1. Corn.ells Aertszen and Belitje Hendricks had issue. 

2. i Hendrickje hap. July 7, 1641; prob. died unmarried. 

~- ~ Note 1 Hoffman's Estate and Rights of Corp. o:f N.Y.; Vol. 2., 

P. 239, N.Y. Conveyances; liber A.; Page 105 

3. ii .Arie (Adriaen) (6) bap. July 9, 1642 

4. iii Hendrick (15) bap. Sept. 23, 1646 

5. iv. ~rsbeth bap. Oct. 1, 1651; m. Jan. 14, 1672, .Dirck 

Janszen Van Costen, j.m. from Beest in Gelderland. Issue: 

Dirck bap. Sept. 15, 1674; they prob. had l3elitje born 

lviarch 2h, 1673, in Bergen, N.J. 
2 

6. Arie (Adriaen) Cornelisen Van Schaick bap. July 9, 1642; 

He v1as admitted a member 0£ the Dutch Church in New York, 

May 29, 1673; his t-iife joined, April 5, 1668; Commissioned 
2 

Captain of .foot, in the outward, Dec. 16, 1689. In 1696, 

he held land lying above the Great R:iJl and North of land 

owned by Tunis Cornelisen Stille, comprising a portion 0£ 

the lOWEr part 0£ the present 16th. ward. He married 

probably at Stuyvesants Bowery-, in 1662, Rebecca Idens. 

1iill dated Aug. 2, 1~94; proven Jan. ll, 1700; names wife 

Rebeca.a; daughter Pelitie, m. to Pieter de Groot; son Yde 

m. to Ibel Gootbloet; daughters Cornelia m. to Johannes 

Pluvier; Elizabeth m. to Gerrit Onkelba; and Dina "ongetrout". 

Issue: 
3 

7. i Belitje Adrianens Van Schai.ck bap. Oct. l, 1663, at the 

General's (Stuyvesant) bowery; she joined the Church in Mew 

York, May 28, 1679, m. Dec. 10, 1681, (then living at the 

:F.resh 1-1ater), Pieter Janszen, j.m. from. Amers.fort •. At the 

baptism of their first child, he is styled Pieter Janszen; 
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at the· subsequent baptism, Pieter Jacobszen and P-ieter de 

Groot. About 1695, he removed .from Netv YOrk to Hackensack, New 

Jersey·. Issue: Rebecca, bap. Feb. ll, 168.5; Lea, bap. 

Jan. 16, 1687; Jacob, bap. April 5, 1688; Rachel, bap. Aug. 

10, 1690; Grietie, bap. Dec. 18, 1692; Lysbeth, bap. Feb. 

20, 1695; a_~d at Hackensack, Jacob and Arie, Sept. 20, 1696; 

Eegie, Nov. 15, 1698; Cornelia, Oct. 13, 1700; Gritie, Nov.l. 

1702; Joannes, July 5, 1704; and Dina, Aug. 12, 1705. 

~ .; 

8.ii. Iden (Ide) Adriaenszen Van Schaick, bap. Nov. 28, 1665;m • 

.tru.g.· 26, 1685, ( the living oppos-i t 1:,yl t. ) Ibel , daughter 

of Frans Janszen Bloedgoedt, and Lysbeth Jans; she bap. 

Sept. 6, 1662, and joined the Church inN.Y.; Nov. 30, 1683. 

Issue: Reb·8cca, bap. Sept. 19, 1686, · Oapnelis, Dec. 11, 1687; 

Frans, bap. Jul:r 7, 1689; L;{sbeth, bap. Aprill, 1691, a-rid 

.A.driaen, bap. Dec. 25, 1692. 

3 
9.iii. Grietie Van ,Schaick, bap. Nov. 6, 1667;m. Sept. 28,~·:1687, 

Johannes Van Imberg, from .Alba11y. Issue: Rebecca, bap. Aug, ll, 

1689. 

3 
10. iv. Cornelia Van Schaick, b:1p. Jan, 9, 1670; m. Sept. 10, 1690, 

Johannes, son of: Cornelis Pluvier and r{eel L,ie Van Cou1-1an.1.oven; 

he, bap. Dec. 25, 1667. Issue: Rebecca, bap • .April 23, 1693; 

and liargrietje, bap. Dec. 26, 1694. 

3 
11. v. Lysbeth Va~ Schaick, bap. Dec. 10, 1671; m. s~pt. 10, 1690, 

Gerrit, son oi: .AdB..i.71 Onckelbach and Neeltje Jans; he, Bap • .April 

17, 1670. TT • • d ne J oine the Dutch Church in New· York, Ju.11e 5, 1696; 

his 1-.rii'e joined, }1Iarch2, 1698. Issue: r-Jeeltie, bap. July 7, 

1691; Bebecca, bap. Jan. 8, 1693; Adam, b2.p. 1-ia;r 31, 1695, 
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Maria, bap. May 23, 1697; Elizabeth, bap. Sept. 7, 1698; Adam, 

bap. Feb. 9, 1701; Adriaen and Elizabeth, twins, bap. Jan. 1, 

1704; Gerrit, bap. Dec. 16, 1705 and Elizabeth, bap •. March 1, 

1708; Gerrit Onclebag., of the City of New York, distiller, 

made- lti.ll, July 10, 1732, proven :May 21, 1733; names only his 

two daughters, Nelly, wife of John Van Gelder, and Rebecca, 

wife of Burger Sipki ns. 

3 
12. vi. Cornelia Van Schaick, bap. ¥arch 18, 1674, died young. 

3 
13. vii. Jacob Van Schaick, bap. April 6, 1676; died young. 

3 
14. viii. ]}:..!.Ila Van Schaick, bap. April 10., 1678; m. Oct. 1, 1696, 

Hans, son of Dr. Hans Kierstede and Jannetje Loocker.mans; he 

bap. Feb. 19, 1668. Issue: Johanna, bap. May 23, 1697; 

Rebecca., bap. Jan. 4, 1699; Hans, bap. April 17, 1700; 

bap. J1ug. 13, 1704; and Adriaen., bap. Sept. 7, 1707. 

Ref. rJew York GenealogicaJ. & Biographical Record, Vol. 7&8 1876-77 



GENEALOO-Y OF THE HAMPTON FAMILY. 

The name Hampton is thought to have been derived from Norman­

French, De Hamtona, from East Lothian, Scotland.. (Bet. 11This Old 

l~onmouth ot Oars", page 251. 

John Hampton served in conjunction with John Reid, as overseer, 

or agent, of the Propm.etaries in their development 0£ New Jersey. 

He is said to have landed on Staten Island December 19, 1683, 

proceeding thence to Perth JJIJboy. In 1686-7 he acquired 175 acres 

0£ land near ?-ft. Pleasant (F.reneau), but later sold this and 

removed to the Freehold neighborhood. He died in January 1703, 

ha'Vµlg been married three times. His first wife was Janet, the 

second whom he married in 1686 was Martha Brown, daughter of 

Abraham Brown, his third w.i..fe was a tddow, :Mrs. Jane (Curtis) 

Ogborne who remarried after his death. 

Issue: (1) Janet Hampton who married Robert Rhea 

(2) lqdia Hampton who married Charles Gordon 

(30 Joseph Hampton died 1767 

(4) Elizabeth Hampton m. Peter Gordon (Re.f. UTJJis Old 111:onmouth 

of Ours u, page 251. 

(5) Andrew Hampton 

(6) David Hampton died 1710 

(7) Jonathan Hampton 

(8) Noah Hampton 

(9) John ~on 

Re£. ''This Old ?-ionmouth of Ours 11 by Horner, page 301. 
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GENEALOGY FOR RHEA FAMILY 

Robert Rhea founder of the £amily in .America was a Scotch Quaker, 

who1-JWa.S banished f'rom Scotland .for religious reasons in 1685, came to 

.America in the same year. The first record of him in }ionmouth County, 

is that of his o .. mership of thirty-five acres in 1688, which he 

obtained from John Kaighn. In 1691 he obtained land f'rom the 

Proprietors. On I'1ay 26, 1691 he obtained additional lands from George 

Keith who lived in Philadelphia and in 1693 the Proprietors confirmed 

the title. These parcels of headlands, the tem. applied to the 

allowance of .free land granted to settlers by the Proprietors as an 

inducement £or settling in Monmouth County. Subsequently, he is 

frequently named in ancient records and in some deeds, he is called a 

carpenter. The ancient Rhea farm has since been called the Kerr or 

Carr £arm and owned in late years by D.D.Denise, is situated a short 

dist2nce soutmrest of Freehold, N.J. on the Hightstown road. On this 

.farm the main part of the Battle of :Monmouth took place, and here the 

old family burying ground is situated. (Salter's Histo17 of :t'A)nmouth 

and Ocean Counties) Note: Carr (not Kerr) was the tennent on the 

f'amily. Ro~ert ~ea was married Feb.10.1690 to Janet Hampton, 

daughter of John Hampton. Robert died January 18, 1719 and is buried 

in the .family plot. The ·wedding was a Friend ( Qu.aker) service at 

Shrewsbury, N.J. His w:i.£e long survived him, dying January 15, 1761, 

at the age of 93. She is said to have been a woman o:f dominating 

spirit. 

His will in the Secreta.rjr' of State Office, Trenton, N.J. Book A, 

page 119 was made April 10, 1718, a memorandum taken }fay 27, 1719 

and recorded June 20, 1719 which gives names of his widow and names 
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0£ six children: David, Elizabeth, Catherine, l~garet, Isabel, Mary 

Issue: 

1. Judge David Rhea was an Elder or Tennent Church June 1, 1735 

(filJjs History, page 685) He married Anne Forman, daughter of 

Samu.el Forman. I:te died :May 15., 1761. He was made Judge of 

Common Pleas March 16, 1756. He had a son, Colonel David Bhea 

who co:nnna.nded the .American artillery at the Battle of Ji:1omnouth. 

2. Slizabeth Rhea born about 1700, married James English 

3. Catherine Rhea died September 29, 1794 

4. Margaret Rhea married Peter Gordon 

5. Isabel .miea married .F.t-ancis Van Schaick 

6. Mary Rhea 

T.b.e £olloving is taken from the journal of George Keith as recorded 

in (Ellis History of Monmouth County, page 412) "January 4, 1703 I 

came to the home 0£ Robert Rhea in Freehold in East Jersey accompanied 

w.i.th Thomas Boels, and lodged at his house that night. At his and his 

Wife I s desire, I baptized aJ.l his children some boys and some girls in 

the number of five. His wife is come to the Clm.rch, but he was 

not then thoroughly out 0£ Quakerismn. 

In Janet Rhea's will, widow of Robert, she names son David Rhea, 
J 

daughter filizail,eth, her son-in-law James English, her granddaughter 

Janet Rhea, daughter :Margaret Gordon, wife of John Yetman, Anne Van 

Skyack (Van Schaick) and her great granddaughter Isabella Van Skyack 

(Van Schaick) as daughter 0£ Jolm Van Schaick. 

Re£. History of Old Tennent Church, Second Edition., by Symmes, page 399 

2. This Old Monmouth of Ours by Horner, page 298. 



RECORDS OF FRANCIS (JRINS) VAN SCHAICK 

:Francis Van Schaick was born 1689 in Brooklyn, N.Y. and was 

baptized July 7, 1689 at the Old Dutch Church of Bt-ooldyn. In l. 715 

he was a member 0£ the MjJitia in Qu.een1s County, li.Y. under Captain 

James Dickenson. (Ref'. Oyster Bay town records, Vo1 JJJ, page 708.) 

He joined with Dutch migrants who were settljng in Monmouth County 

arOlllld 1716 and about 1722 he married Isabel Rhea, the dap._gh~ __ e! .o~ 

Robert Bhea. _...,, ............... . On May 24, 1722 WiJljam Bromet sued Francis Van Schaick 

for ten pounds. The suit was withdrawn. (Ref. Minutes of Quarter 

Sessions Court, Momnouth County, N. J. ) It was through the Rhea 

family that he became a member of the Scotch Presbyterian Church, 

now lmo'Wil as Old Tennent Clmrch of :Monmouth County. In 1734 at the 

age of 45, he had a pew reserved in his name for the family. (Ref'.) 

"History- of Old Tennent Church, Second Edition, by Symmes, page 39.) 

On January 26, 1734 Francis Van Schaick was appointed Overseer of 

Highways, Upper F.reehold Township, :Monmouth County, N.J. (Re£. 

Minutes Common Pleas Court of that date.) On November 13, 1734 

Francis Van Schaick, yeoman 0£ Freehold, N.J. purchased land f'rom 

John Glendenin, containing 80 acres lying near the l•1a.tchapomx River, 

bounded on land of Peter Somm.ans. (Ref. Liber E-2 14onmouth County 

conveyances on file in the 0£.fice 0£ the Seeretacy of State, Staee 

~use, Trenton, N.J.) On Feb. 13, 1745 F.rancis conveyed land to 

William H9avens 0£ Shrewsbury, N.J. David and Robert Rhea were 

witnesses to the deed. This was land that he had inherited thru 

his -wire, Isabe1 Rhea. She must have been deceased by 1745, as he 

signed without her. (Ref. Monmouth County H.aJJ of Records, Book, H, 

page 1~) On August ll, 1747 F.t-ancis Van Schaick1s son John married 

Anne Glendenin, the daughter of John Glendenin. (Re.f. 1. Congressional 



19. 

Library, Washington, n.c. Marriage Records £or N.J., Ref. 2. 

Colonial. Hi.story of the State of New Kersey by Nelson, Vol. 22, 

Marriages 1665-1800) By 1755 his pew at Old Tennent Clmrch was 

occupied by bis son John's family, therefore it is assumed that 

he had died in the intervening years. Re£. nm.story of Old Tennent 

Church", Second Edition, by Symmes, page 49. 

THE FAMILY OF FRANCIS VANSCHAICK 

Frans Sban (Francis) Van Schaick m. about 1722 Isabell Rhea 

b. about 1689 
bapt. July 7, 1689 in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
d. about 1754 

b.about 1695 
bapt. Jan 41,1703 
d. about 1744 

He was the son 0£ Iden (Ide) Adri.aenzen Van Schaick & Ibel Bloedgoedt 
She was the daughter o:f Robert Rhea and Janet Hampton. 

Issue; 1. John Van Schoiack b. about 1723 

2. Robert Van Schaick b. about 1725 d. 1785 Unmarried 

3. 1-villiam Van Schaick b. Jan. 29, 1727, d. April 18, 1803 
m. Dec. 26, 1754 in the Old Brick Church, ~1omnouth County 
Patience Schenck, b. Nov. 17, 1727, d. May 18, 1791. 

4. David Van Scho_~q_~_l)~ ~-~-~--4:1]0 _~_ 1-f?..z __ g}_~ ___ :i,_7~7 -~P~-~r~ 
,BQlmes, bapt. Feb~_g~.,, ~Z4.9~~--~~~),2~- .... _ 

5. Rebecca Van Schaible 

6. Aaron Van Scha.ick 

7. Peter Van Schaick m. Oct. 21, 1761 Mary Thomas 

8. Anne Van Schaick bapt. at Old Tennent Clm.rch (date missing) 
m. George Casler, Sept. 10, 1760. 

9. Elizabeth Van Schaick, bapt. ¥.arch 23, 1734 at Old Tem1ent 
Church. 

Re£erence: Unroblished "A Comendium 0£ the Van Schoick Descendents ... 
of the Van Schaick Family of .America" by Sara Van Schoick 
Reed, Brielle, N.J. -
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Reference con•t 

2. "'!he Ancestry of the Van Schaicks of ?1anhattan and Elsewhere 11 

by -mrk DeYoung, }lay 1938, Avenel, N.J. Ch file at Monmouth 

County Historical Association, F.reehold, N.J., New Jersey 

Historical Society, Newa.rk, N.J., Rutgers University Librar.r, 

Special Collections, New Brunswick, N.J. 

Proof' of F.r:ancis Van Schaick 1s Family---

The first record found of a John Van Schaick in ?1onmouth County 

is in 1744, Liber H-~-P. 72-l-1onmouth County, N.J. conveyances ( page 11) 

when he disposed of a parcel of land to one Wi]Jjam Devenney, as a 

single man. To co'!Ney land then he nmst have been of age, born not 

later than 1723, and ·wa.s apparently a young man unmarried, o:f the 

right age to have been the first child of :Francis Van Schaick and 

Isabel Rhea, and the grandson of Janet Rhea, mentioned in her will 

dated April 1, 1752. He was also without doubt, the "John Van Schaick, 

son o:f Francis", so mentioned in William Van Schaick 1s account book in 

1780, still in the possession of the latter's descendants. Presumbly, 

on the £ace 0£ such facts, and in the absence of birth and marriage 

records, wills or deeds o.f that period, that Jolm Van Schaick and 

Van Schaick were brothers and sons of Francis Van Schaick and Isabel 

Rhea. -That order of descent is also con.firmed by tradition among 

~6]1iam Van Schaick's descendants. 

Except .for EJ.izabeth baptized :March 23, 1734, and Anne later 

with no date given, at the Old Tennent Church, !yionmouth County, N.J. 

•without the n2.me o:t the mother, the other children of Francis Van 

Schaick and Isabel Rhea, whom he must have married were John, Robert, 

William, David, Rebecca, Aaron and Peter, as appears .from a number of 

original sources, tlthough there are no birth records that show it. 
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Neither Aaron nor Rebecca married in }1onmouth Co,mty but Rebecca appears 

in Old Tennent Church records at Freehold in 1749 {Symmes, page 179) 

and Aaron as a witness to the will of William Edward in Gloucester 

County, New Jersey, which was proven }!a.rch 5, 1759. The name Rebecca 

was prominent in the Van Schaick line. Francis had a sister Rebecca 

and that was also bis grandmother's name. William Van Schaick had a 

daughter Rebecca. The names of the children 0£ .Anne Van Schaick Casler 

indicate that she named her sons after her brothers and one was named 

.Aaron. 

Lib·2r H. page 57a-Monmouth Co. Conveyances, July 1. 1752, John Van 

Sch2ick and Robert Van SchB.ick purchased land together, land .formerly 

sold by John alone in 1744, indicating that the two were brothers. Id..ber 

A. Page 72, Monmouth Co. ll.J. mortgages, Feb. 1, 1769, Robert Van 

Schaick mortgaged some of this same land, and stated that so:rne o;f it 

had previously been released to his brother David. Liber 26, Monmouth 

Co. wills, Aug. 28, 1784, Robert Van Schaick, bequeathed his estate to 

the children of his sisi;;er .Anne, wife of George Cassler. 

Liber V. Page 154- Marriage bonds, ],fay 23, 1757, Trenton, JI .J. Office 

o:f Sec. 0£ State, William Van Schaick signed the marriage bond £or 

David Van Sch.aick, Liber v. Page 199-Yarriage bonds, Office of Sec. 

of State, Trenton, U.J. Oct. 21, 1761, David Van Schaick signed the 

marriage bond for Peter Van Schaick. Finally, as previously mentioned, 

William Van Schaick had a notation in bis accomit book in 1780 that 

John Van Schaick was the son of :Frances. It is therefore a fair 

inference that John, Robert, william, David, Peter, .A-11Ile, Elizabeth 

and Rebecca, of nearly the same age, were brothers and sisters and 

children of Francis Van Schaick, the only Van Schai.ck in 11ounmouth Co., 
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H.J. a generation earlier. },loreover, the given n2.111es of ~"obert., 

David, and Isabel, of Rhea f'amil~r origin, ;ndicate that Isabel 

Rhea was the~r mother. 

'ti-illia.m Van Schaick entered the date of his ovm· b,rth, his 1-r.:1fe 1s 

b-~rth and death, and the b-irth dates of his children, in a i'mn.ily 

Bible which h~.s. been handed do1-m and is sti 11 preser-tred in the 

f amil:r, tog,~ther with n"U.merous account books v-rhich he kept in his 

business. He 1"1as a ver-y- enterprising farmer ;n E:01u'Tlouth Co. living 

on ·what i-ras kn01".-m as the South H op Brook Farm, cont?-ining 205 acres, 

a diagram o:f wtri.ch -is still ext~:t11t among the -Parnily papers, daLed 

April 6, 1762, ·when he purchased it. He sold the fa..1'Til, T.ib::r B. Page 

210-1-Iortga.ges-dated June 4, l.790, about ·t;l1e t:L"'ne he left }1oninouthCo., 

N.J. and migra.:c,ea "tO U-len, r-lontgornerJr Co., 1-I.Y. 

------·----···-·--·--·· ... ··-··- --·- -...... 

The old Fr2.nciz V211 Sch8ick Eor1est.ead is 7 oco_ted on a t1rree 

1"11no~Y'~c"! PsCre .,:.,.._,1~- on +."J.~1.e ·-o~~-·-~- ,....!o1e -----c=- io·".·1-·-.... ,.. .. +1...,c -Pi~e-··, p·ro-r:ert:-;r l.1. -- - ...., . -- - -'-< ... , . .Ll! "" l.!. .l. Ul..t i.;,_I_ . , C..J..t.. t.J -•.J.._!_.!.lt -.,,L.!. ... W..4 C, _i:J J. 

Tt is believed to have been parL~tioned from the Rhea lands, probably 

Isabel Rhea Van Schoick 1s share of her fa~her 1s Zstate. The old home 

is still sta.'l'lding to~ay. T'ne State oi: l-Jei:-; Jersey ; s in the process of 

creati..."'lg a State Par}:: to i ::1clucle t1:e lands used du.r-ln.;2: the :Bz;.t·~.1 e of 

bbnnouth. The Van SchP..i.ck Homes tiead 11as used DJ the Revolution:-~r'J· 

Forces as a field hospittl during the :Battle, Ju.J1e 28, 1778 while the 

~2in battle was fought on the neighboring PJ1ea Fann. Following Frances 

Van Scha;ck 1 s death Joh..."1 Craig appears to nave occupied the .farm. John 

Craig ·was the son of Willi am Craig end Ele2....'11.or PJlea, the daughter of 

n ... ~d an1 d _t-n,,,.,. ":'")ho~ ~ \f .J.. :..L.U..J. l.1.£_ ...... c;.. In -the I:ti.stor:r of Old Tennent Church by S2i!ilmes, 
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page 108, it tells how Mrs. Craig hid her sil'ier in the well during 

the battle. Mrs. Craig was the f'ormer Ann Bowne. Three years ago, 

during 1960, the old Rhea Burying ground was moved to Old Tennent 

Church Cemetery, Monmouth County, N.J. The tombstones may be found 

near the ·west side 0£ the Church. 

Ref. 1. Craig genealogy 

2. Family Records of' Sara Van Schoick Reed, Brielle, N.J. 

3. History of Old Tennent Church by Symmes, second edition, pg. 108 

HISTORIC F.ARM SOLD TO STATE 

Freehold Tract Will Be Used for Rerouting Highway 

.FREEHOLD, Feb. 3 (AP).-- Sale of 15 acres of one of the most famous Dracts 

of land in this vicinity, a portion of the grounds where the Battle of 

1.,1onmouth was fought, 11as announced by Samuel c. Cowart. 

The sale is on Cowart 1s "East Farm" over which the British drove the 

Colonists on June 28, 1778, only to be routed themselves when General 

Washington raJ.lied his troops. 

Seven acres were sold to the State Highway Department as a right-of-way 

f'or rerouting Route 4, between Freehold and Cheesequake. 'Ihe new road 

bisects the famous farm. 

The other sa.le, of eight acres, is to .Alexandria Shibanoff, who has an 

adjoin.;ng chicken far.m. 

The farm, originaJ.ly 300 acres, has been in Cowart 1s family since 1800 

and contains a farmhouse of that date, 'Which was used as a hospital 

du.ring the Battle of 1•fomnouth. The farmhouse, which will be near the 



ne1v road, is considered one of the .finest exa.mp1 es o-f Colonial 

architecture in the vicinity, and probably was built by the same 

man 11ho bu.il t old. Ten..."'lent Church, as r:1an:r of the architectural 

details closely resemble that fax1ous church. The building also 

contains firsplaces, a slave quarters, etc., which are as they 

were 250 years ago. 

1iear the house ia a ·well ~·There J orm Craig I s rti.fe tli...ret,.1 her silver 

1-rhen the British advanced. Hearing of the trick by i.,he 1-r.ife of i.,he 

Colonial pa:,rmaster, the Bri t1 sh drer1 off all the water a.rid [3tole the 

silver. 

Also on this -Parm is a cause1-ray·, used by the British, and several 

British ca.Iman are supposed to be buried in the adjoining swarup. 

Reference: Freehold Transcript, Feb. 3, 1939 • 

.A. copy· of a letter 1-1ri tten by Ers. 11....B. Hagee (Emma Va:n Schoick) of 

Trenton, }J.J. to her brother, Ho11ard s. Va:n. Schoick of Keyport, N.J. 

Glad to :1ear .from you, not hearing from :rou in so:me ti.me 1-1as 

afraid you 17ere sick. I expect JOU have been busy· getting :Tour 

apartment £ixed up a.f'L,er Florence c2,.me back, the Highlands girls 

2re not havi_ng ver;/ nice ~,;eather to drive b.9.ck. Ho1·rard n1a..'rlJr tl1ar1ks 

for :.rour k7 :md remembrance but please do not do it again you have so 

ma.i.~y 11a;rs .for 1;rhe,t you have. The children all 1-:eep me suuPlied 1-Ji th ... ... -

spGndi ng money. :1e are all 11ell here, but it has been a long col d 
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winter. Howard I am sending you some pictures you will like. They 

'Will be nice to show your friends. The history o:r the Farm I am 

sending you I lmow more about that than the ones that wrote about 

them. First the Cowarts 1-1ere cousins of our grandmother and two 

uncles of ours lived on the two .farms. The three hundred acres 

were divided into two farms Uncle Schanck Sickles, the one you are 

named f'or, lived on one of them when I was a little girl. Years 

after. when I grew up Uncle Jake Edwards lived on the !'arm. They 

speak about in this slip, I am sending you. This :Mrs. Craig that 

threw her silver domi the 1-.rel11vas a cousin o:f our grandmother, and 

the ·way the British mistrusted, something wrong about the well, they 

had taken the bucket off, so they drew the water off and got the silver • 
.. 

Now I have 1-lri tten you quite a history of 11Ioniilouth Co. 

Hoping to hear from you all soon. Love to aJl. 

Sister Ermna 

(Note: Y.a-s. A.B. 1'·1agee was 83 years of age when this letter was 

written). 

Re.fernce: Original owned by Howard Van Schoick's daughter, :Mrs. 

Florence Beringer, Keyport, N.J. 
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Captain Tnomas c. HoL11e came to .LU11erica f:ror.i ~land with the 

~nllia.m. Penn Settlement at Philadelphia. C~ptain HoL-,ie preceded 

the sett1ers b;r six months. It 11"as his dut._v to lay out the streets 

and building lots on thegroux1d ·wh..ich beco.:r:1e the City o.f Philadelphia. 

He arrived April 23, 1682, under Co:mm:Lssion as Surveyor General or 
Pennsyl varua,, He w·as cons; de~ed as a verjr lar.?e 1~"1.douner in the 

colony. Th.e records show· that he held title to 5,000 acres at 

Gerrne.ntown, Pa., seve1"'al thous22:id acres as far south as Cecil Cour1ty, 

At the time o.f :b.is death, he 1-12.s the 01-mer:,of many 

unsurve:red acrea.ze tr2.cts in what is now· P.ailadel::J11ia. 

C2.ptain Holme married before he c2xne to PennsJ,lvai.7.:i..a, his ·wi.-Fe I s 

n:ne is not knolm, she probabl:r died be.fo:.---e 1682, as she did not co1:1e 

to P111erj ca 1>ri th her hu.sbznd. 

The7 r chi 7 dren 1-Je1--e: 

1 ("\ar-h ,To,-m,.... mar__,!! ....... d. "'"'· - d TT 1 " ~- .. -1- • .. • c .-.. · · - ..- ,. •-- i-,-, ~ ·1!:lr O com .... e rv.•_·_;_r._;_ no 1., corr.,e "CiO ;..:.'!"f'_,er-_i a • ,._, c,...!. .:..!. ..!,..,.I_....., i .J. _;_...., -...1..v.:.. ...... .i... ..t.i U , . ... .. 

2~. Michael Holme died 1dthout issue, before his father. 

3. Tr1Jall Holne ciied without issue, befo::...,e 
, . 
LUS 

h. Eleanor holme Ce..i--ne to Penns:rlva:nia -::-Ti th her f'ather, she 1narri,3d 

1st Joseph 1-Ioss, , h , .. . wnom s_ e 11a.a. no issue. She narried 2nd. 

Jos-3·oh Smallwood a~d had. one daughter, s~ .. rab .• 

5. Esther Holme (usually written Hester) caae to Pennsylvai1.ia w·'i t,h 

her father. She 1narried 1683 s;1as Crjs~in. She died April 17, 

1696 2.nd her husband died l"-:ay 31, 1711 • 

Thom.as Hol"'7le vlho sett,led in 1-ionmouth Count:r, 

the f2yther of the £'ollo1·dng kno1-m children: Josiah Eolraes, 

Thomas HoJJnes a.ii.d Esth,:::r Eo=Jnes. 

Pe:nJ1s:rlv2nia 3-i s::.orical Societjr I-I.agazi ne, Vol,20, 

con' t ne1~ page 
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REFERENCE CON'T. 

2. "The Story o:f .An lmierican Cityrr by Vickers, page 78. 

3. "This Old 11onmouth o~ Ours 11 by Horner, page 392. 

G~JEALOGY OF THE DENNIS F_,UJIILY 

'.!he name Dennis is undoubtedly from F.rench St. Denis, although 

some 1-rould derive it from the Belgian place-name, Dence. 

Robert Dennis was the Master of the good ship "True Love", landed with· 

his family at Tiverton, Rhode Island in 1635. He removed to Yarmouth, 

Massachusetts, where he was prominent, following the trade of carpenter. 

In 1668 he removed to \ioodbridce, N".J. beL."tJ.g one of the original 

t1Associates'' in the ,settlement of that place. He is sdd to have died 

in September 1697 or 98. Some have claimed that he returned to Rhode 

Island just before his death and died at the residence of his son, 

Robert. 

Robert Dennis (1) Married Mary -----b. 

d. Sept. 1697 or .. 98 

Issue: (1) Robert Dennis (2) 

(2) Jonathan Dennis (3) 

( 3 ) ~Ia.ry- Dennis ( 4 ) b. Sept. 19, 1649 

(40 Joseph Dennis (5) removed to Cohansey, N.J. 

(5) Elizabeth Den."'ti.s (6) M. Thomas Bloomfield 

(6) John Dermis (7) 

(7) Samuel Dennis (8) 

( 8) Thomas Dennis ( 9 ) 



Robert Dennis (2) was of Portsmouth, Rhode Island where he died in 

·1691. He did not come to New Jersey, although two of his sons did. 

There were four children1-1whose hames are not presently available. His 

wi£e was Sarah Howland, the daughter of Henry- Howland and Sarah :N'ewland. 

Robert Dennis (2) m. Sarah Howland 

b. b. 1645 
d. 1691 d. 0ct.2, 1712 

Issue:(l~ ~a.nm.el Dennis (10) 

· (2) Charles Dennis (11) 

NOTE: Sarah Howland may have been a second wi.fe. 

REFERENCE: "This Old ~Monmouth of Ours" by Horner, page 387 

Captain Samuel Dennis (10) m. Increase Lippencott 

b. Dec. 7, 1650 
d. June 27, 1723 

b. 
d. 

1657 
1695 

She was the da1ighter of Richa...-d and Abigail Lippencott. They are 

interred at the EpiscopaJ. Church Cemetery, Shrewsbury, N.J. 

Issue: (1) Samuel Dennis (12) 

(2) Jacob Dennis (13) 

(3) Abigail Dennis (14) m. a Ieeds 

(4) Zilpha Dennis (15) born 1693 

(5) Rachel Dennis (16) born 1695 

nie date 0£ Captain Samuel's birth would indicate that his 

.father must have had a wifeppr:i.or to his marriage to Sarah Ho,1land, 

unless her birth date is incorrect. 

RE~..JIB!ICE: HThis Old Monmouth oi' Ours 11 by Hornor, page 388. 



29 

Jacob.Dennis (13) m. Clement Woodward 
b. Oct. 2~; 169 b. 
d. 1743 d. Oct. 1750 

She was the daughter of Anthony tloodward. Jacob funnis was a man 

of prominence and is mentioned several times in the diary of Gershom 

:Mott. 

Issue: (1) Hannah Dennis {17 :m. Nov. 16 1738 Josiah Holmes 

REFERENCES: 

'6. March 2, 1721 

(2) Increase Demlis (18) died young 

(3) Elizabeth Dennis (19) m. Thomas Woodward 

(4) Sarah Den.llis (20) b. April 18, 1723, d. 118.rch 4, 1813 

m. Sept. 3, 1749 Thomas Shepperd 

(5) Increase Den,."lis (21) m. Anthony Woodward 

(6) Samuel Dennis (22) b. 1738 

(7) Jacob Dennis (23) 

(8) Anthony Demus (24) 

(9) Benjamin DeM.is (25) bap. Oct. 25, 1738 d. June 1739 

(10) !.fajor Benjamin Dennis (26) (Revolutionary Soldier) 

(11) Isaac Dennis (27) b. 1743, d. 1747 

(12) Isaac Dennis (28) bap. Feb. 1747 

(13) Amelia Dennis (29) died young 1742 

(14) James Dennis (30) bap. }iarch 17, 1744 

(1) "This Old 1•fonmouth o;f Ourstt b:;r Hornor., pages 388,389. 

(2) Historical }liscellany-Stillwell, Vol. 5, page 419. 

(3) HistoricaJ. Miscellany-Still1-1ell, Vol. 1, page 160 
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T.dE ACT.LVITJ.?3 OF JOSI.AH HOLMES 

Josiah Holme~ 1.;as a delegate to the PROVIUCIAL COlJGrtESS OF HEW 

11At a meeting o:f Freeholders and· Inhabitants of the Town 0£ 

Shrev-rsburJ, 27th of I:Jay 1775, the follo1nng persons by a large 

majori t:r were chosen committee of observc1.tion for the said town 

azreeable to the Directian of the General Continental Congress held 

at Philadelphia 5 September 

Josiah Holmes 

Joseph Throckmorton 

Sa.mu.el B:~ese 

Thomas liorford 

Garret Longstreet 

1774. 

}J.ichol2.s Brunt 

Da-vid. Knott 

Cornelis Vanderveer 

Samuel Longstreet 

Benjamin Dew.is 

Corn.elm.us Lane 

-~Daniel Hendricksen 

0RD31ED - That Daniel Hendricksen a.-rid : Ii chola.s Van BrtL.""lt or ei i..her of 

thern do attend the Provincial Congress now· sett7ng at Trenton, with 

ful 7 :po1-1er to represent there this to1m of Sh_-re-;;•J"sburf, and th.:.t 

J osia.i."1 Eo~:ies , Da.i.,iel Knott, and S&"1Itlel Breese, be a sub-cornmi ttee to 

prepare instructions for the Deputy or Deput7 es who are to attend the 

Congress at Trenton, Josia.i.½ Holmes, was unanimously chosen chairman. 

Josiah Eolme~ Chainnan and Town Clerk" 

Reference: .J.rchives o:f Ne1-1 Je::.-·sey, Vol. 10, page 600. 



THE ACTIVITIES OF JOSIAH HOLMES (CONtT) 

ttShrewsbury Committee of Correspondence. 

31. 

The ShrewburJ Committee met by appointment at the house of Mr. 

Bonham 6 October 1775 and unanimously placed Josiah Holmes in the 

chair. 

ORDERED- that public advertisements be put up for the officers 

for the severaJ. Districts in the To1-mship, to render in the names of 

all that still retain the province arms, contrarf to the sense of 

the advertisement published ~J the late Committee a"'ld dated 16 Sept. 

1775. 

Reference-Archives of New Jersey, Vol. 10, pages 666-667. 

Josiah Holmes• name appears in book entitled. ttMinu.tes of the 

Provincia1 Congress and Council of Safety 1775-177611 printed by 

Naar, Day Naar 1879, pages 23, 445. (On file at New Jersey Adjutant 

General's Office, Militarf War Records, .Armor-J, Trenton 10, N.J.) 

For other descendants of Josiah Holmes see D.A.R. Lineage Books, 

Vol. 87, page Bo, ffe:36259 

Volo 121, page 107, #1.20340 

Vol. 144, page 287, #'.1.43919 
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F.AMILY OF JOSLlli HOLMES 

Josiah Holmes was born at Middleto.-m, N.J. and married Hannah 

Dennis on Nov. 16, 1738 at Shrewsbury, N.J. Hannah Dennis was 

born March 26, 1721. 

Reference: um.storicaJ. Miscellany by stillwell, Vol. 5, page 419. 

Their children were as follows: 

1. Easter Holmes, bap. July 15, 1739 m. Thomas Morford 
(Issue: see Stillwell-Historical Miscellany, Vol. 4, page 5). 

2. Hannah _Holmes, bap. ,Feb. 221 1740 m. David Van Schoick 

3. Thomas HoLlfles, born _4.ugust 14, 1743 (died young) 

4. Jacob Holmes, born June 1, 1745 m. Nov. 8, 1770 (Governor's 
License) Ann Russell 

5. Samuel Holmes, bom_::_·_-______ 1746 

6. lBJJfflam. Holmes, born October 6, 1747. 

7. Thomas Holmes, bap. November 19, 1749 

8. Clement Holmes, born 1,,rarch 29., 1752 

9. Josiah Holmes, born May 5, 1754 m. 1'1ary Ba.ncker 

10. Samuel Holmes,. bap. June 13, 1757 

ll. John Garrison Holmes, bap. Sept. 3, 1758 

l2 • .Anthony Holmes, bap. October 26, 1760 m. Lydia Applegate 
bap. March l. 1812 

13. Benjamin Holmes., bap. February 12, 1764 m. Sarah -----
Reference: "This Old Monmouth 0£ Ours" by· WiJ 1 jam s. Hornor, 

page 392. 
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TEE .ACTIVITIES OF DAVID ·vAN SCHOICK1 S~. 

A bond was signed by David Van Schoick of Freehold, N.i. and 

William Van Schoick, his brother, for David Van Schoick's ~iage 

to Hannah Holmes, May 23, 1757, o:r Shrewsbury, N.J. 

Reference: 1. Marriage Bonds at Of'.-Pice of Secretary of state, State 

House, Trenton, New Jersey, Liber 5, page 154. 

2. "'lhe Ancestry of the Van Schaicks of 1-'Janhattan and 

Elsewhere" ~J Dirk DeVoimg, May 1938 {unpublished manuscript) on 

file at Mon.~outh County Historical Association, Freehold, N.J., 

New Jersey Historical Society, 250 Broad St., Newarld, N.J., Rutgers 

University Library-Special Collections- DeYoung Papers, New Brunswick, 

N.J. 

David Van Schoick: was a farmer li Ving w.i. th his family in the 

vicinity of Colts Neck, N.J. He suffered losses through the frequent 

Tory- raids. During the RevolutionarJr War, he served as a Private in 

Captain Jolm Covenhoven's Company, Monmouth County NiJjtia for the 

du.ration of -~he 1-1ar. He died 1783 and was buried on the fann near 

Colts Neck, New Jersey. 

Reference: :L. (Unpublished manuscript) 11A Compendium of Van Schoick 

Descendants of the Van Schaick Family o:f .American by Sara E. Reed, 

Brielle, 1-J .a. 

2. State of New Jersey, Dept. of Defense, Military rlar 

Records, .Armory, Armory Drive, Trenton 10, i'l.J. 

3. Document and Family Records 01-med by Mr. Harold Kimball 

Van Schoick 0£ Roselle Park, N.J. 
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STAT_:.:.; OF r;E'i·l JERSEY 

Departn1ent o:f De.f ense 

23 I-:Iarch 1962 

TT IS CZ:-f.Tllt'I =m, That the records of this departr:1ent 

,. ..1.., + snow· vl1av 

served iI1 the a.ct'i-v-e TT'j_li taljr forces from E·31·r Jerss3r during IJeriod 

o-r the RevolutionarJr liar, 1775-1783, as f 011011s: 

P-ri v-a te, Capt25 n J obn Covenhoven I s Co.mpz.ny·, I•lor,_r;1ou th 

.• 

Furnished li..is aon, Benjamin Van Schoick, c.nd Samuel 

:-:olmes ~ . as nis substj_tutes in 1773 a.rid 1779e 

Father of Benjo.min Van Schoick 

(signed) J.P. Callahan 
Jos or-.1"' "D C-::llb'l,-.-:i-ri '-'l...,-'-• ~ • u.. (:;;.J..J.cu...:. 

... .. • 11. ...... + ">TJ ""r)T-70 
l·i.2.J or, .i.il v:r, l'J ... :.u.-w.'·.iU' 

.Assistant_A.djutant General 
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V.AN SCHOICK DOCUMENT 

l11fr. Harold Ifimball Van Schoick of Roselle Park, N.J. has in his 

possession a doclllJlent in original hand writing, 1-vhich has been handed 

down to each succeeding generation by £ather to son, on which each 

generation has made notations and signed it. In the beginning of 

the document, it states that ''the family took up land in the City of 

Philadelphia and after at.time, they leased it for a period of 99 

years: -vmen the lease was up, the brothers had died, and this property 

has been in litigation eversincen. 11David Van Schoick. (Sr.) was 

buried at Colts Neck, New jersey" {Note of explanation by compiler-)­

This David Van Schoick, Sr. referred to in the docmnent is the son of 
, 

Francis Van Schaick, the first Van Schaick of record in Ivlomnouth 

County N. J. The property ref erred to in the document is property 

·which came into the Van Schoick family as heirs of Captain Thomas 

Holme of Phildelphia, through their mother Hannalr-i Holmes Van Schoick. 

1,rho was his great graJ1ddaughter, and w"'ife of David Van Schoick, Sr. 

Reference: Document and Family Records o-wned by I~. Harold Van Schoick 

of Roselle Park, N.J. 

THE MONMOUTH COUNTY ~HORNETS NEST" 

The following news item appears in the June 14, 1780 copy of the 

New· Jersey Gazette, then printed and published at Trenton, N.J. 

&~ract from a letter from 11onmouth County of June 12, 1780: 

"Ty, with his party o-r about 20 Blacks ano. Whites last Friday 

afternoon, took and carried off Prisoners, Captain Barnes Smock, 

and Gilbert 11an 1~ator, at the same time spiked up the iron .four 

pounder (cannon) at Captain Smock's house, but took no ammunition. 
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T"-wo o:f the artillery- horses a.'l'l.d two of Captain Smock I s horses were 

taken o£f. The above mentioned ~J is a negro vrho bears the title of 

Colonel, and commands a motly crew at Saney Hook • 

.Although this is a brief' notice, it involves quite a long 

explanation in order to understand it. Tye, who 1-1as a mulatto, and 

a runaway slave, 'ti'a.s acquainted 'With all the bypaths and woods in 

this part of :t-1omnouth. He had led his men through the woods, and 

by unfrequented paths, and had taken Captain Sn1ock by surprise. The 

spiking of the ca...l'l!lon 1-1as to disable the gun and prevent an aJ.ar m 

It has often been asked, 1vhy the Sandy Hook lv1arauders and their 

p;_ne Robbers passed by the rich and £ertile £arms around Shrewsbury 

and Eatontown Villages, so nmch nearer to them, and went to a more 

distc..nt region like Colts Neck and Pleasant Valley. 

The reason ·was that tJ:i..is was the very heart of 1-ionmouth County, 

where the .most active and resolute patriots lived. .Around Shrewsbury 

they 1-1ere lukewarm, to say the least. This Pleasant Valley region 

1r1as known among the Tories of 1-'Ionmouth as the ttH ornets Mestn, a 

name given at a later date to the Democrr·.cy of the old to-wnship 0£ 

r·fi.ddleto1•m. Captain Ba--r-nes Smock lived on the farm where Charles 

IJ.oyd lived, a.TJ.d the one 01med by the children o-r John J. Crav-ri'ord, 

deceased, lyj ng on the north side of: Hop Brook, and ·west of the road 

from Rolmdel Village to the bridee over this streaJn. This last £arra 

was afterwards 01-med and occupied by his son, B~-nes. 

In Strylers book ttOfficers and 1-ien of New clrersey in the 

Revolutionary t-J'artt he is described as Captain Barnes Smock of an 

.Pxtille:ry Company. The last Barnes Smock ·was often called "Leggyn Ba.mes 
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on account of his long legs, for he was a man of great size. They 

were designated as captains during the Revolution. On the tombstone 

0£ the last Captain Barnes Smock in Le.f.ferts-Logan graveyard, his 

name is inscribed "Col. Barnes J. Smockn. 

The residence of Captain Smock trras near Hop Brook and was the 

rallying ple.ce for the :Middletown patriots to meet. A circle of 

about :four miles drv1an around, wi.th Captain Smock's dt-ielling as the 

center, would talce in the greater part of the most active and zealous 

of' the patriots 0£ old Ii.fi.ddletown Township. This region was 1-1ell 

called the nHor.nets 1;estn, for their sting meant death to the Tories. 

The four pounder was placed here, a.11.d used as a signal gun. On a:ny 

ordinar-J7 day or night, the boom 0£ this cannon could be heard for 

miles around. The Schancks., Hendricksons, Van Dorns~ Smocks, eyers, 

HoL"n.eses, and Govenhovens, through Pleasent Vc:.lley could hear it. 

T'ne Hulsarts (hu.lses). Van I:irks, rtrckorfs., Du.Boises, Vnn Clee£s., 

CoveriJ1ov·e1:.s c111d Scha_11clrs, 11ho l:i.ved :L.~ the iricip_j_ty· o:f Old B rick 

Church, :co-::1.lc: hE-c.r the r~r;ort. 

So the boom ·went 1.q-e~t1ie..rd an1ong the St~icers, Va:n Sicklens (s; ckles) 

vJy·ckoffs, Voorheeses, V2JJ. De:t .. Yeers, and Conovers, living through 

vrhat is now 1:Iarlboro ·rownship. It went roaring southward to the 

Scobeyville and Colts 1:Jeck neighborhoods among the Van Brunts, 

Van Derveers, lef'f'ert, Bennetts, Van Sutphens, Polhenmses, Gonovers, 

and Van Schoicks (David's family). T.he report 0£ this .four pounder 

lias notice to all, that the enemy was mald.ng a riid somewhere in 

1-'lidcile to'W!l 'li ~ • 01imsmp. Every man among the associated patriots seized 

his rifle or musket, swung his powder horn and bullet pouch over bis 

shoulders and often barefooted and in his shirt sleeves would spring 

on his horse, a:."'1.d r±de as .fast as the horse could run, over to Captain 
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Smock's house.. Therefore, even in the middle o;f the night, if a 

scout brought word to Captain Smock that the enenzy- was landing from 

their boats at Matawan Creek, Navesink, ShoaJ. Harbor Creek (now Port 

Mon"'Tlouth) or on the Middletovm side of' the Shrewsbucy River, the 

cannon was fired. In a few minutes, from aJ.l around, armed men would 

come, riding in on horseback, and at once a troop was formed to meet 

the coming raiders, sometimes by ambush and sometimes by a 1dld tornado 

charge on horseback. This explains the swiftness with which the :ma.ey 

raids o.f the enemy were met and repulsed although the newspapers of 

that time do not report one-fourth 0£ the fights, sld.rmishes and raids 

t::irough this part of' 11onmouth. The ricij. farms with their cattle, 

horses, sheep, hogs, and well stocked cellars, smoke houses and barns 

constant1y attracted the Refugees .from Sandy Hook, foraging parties 

f'rom Staten Island, the cre1-1s from the British transport and men of 

war in the Lo'tiver bay, v1ho craved fresh provisions like chickens, milk 

butter, etc. after their long voyages across the ocean, living on salt 

provisions. The spiking of this .four pounder by T"'Je and his gang was 

a serious matter,and so was the kidnapping of Capt. B arnes Smock 1-d.th 

Gilbert Van Mater, who doubtless helped him load and discharge this 

cannon. 

Tne people of·~ this viciri..i ty were 1rell called "Hornets tt and Col. Tye 

knew enough not to bring them about his ears, £or he got safely back 

to Sandy Hook with his two prisoners and f ou.r horses. Only tt"1o or 

three years previous the people of this vicinity 1,rere slow moving, 

good natured, kind hearted .farmers, as many of their descenda..its 1ivho 

still live on Lhese lands are today. They had no militar.v trai...lling, 

and k:new nothing of war or camp life, but 1>1ere men of peace~b1e lives 

and ldndJ.y deeds. 
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After three years of war had passed, these quiet and hospitable 

£armers had become a stern .faced, haggard band of desperate men. In 

that t:L~e many 0£ them had fathers, brothers or sons who had starved 

to death in the British prisons 0£ Mew York. others, who had been 

exchanged, came home emaciated skeletons and told horrible and 

ghastly tales 0£ Cunningham's brutality o.f slow, lingering death, 
I· 

with insults and cruelties superadded to embitter the dying hour. 

When they heard these things, they thought it.was easier to die 

fighting, than to suffer death by inches amidst such horrors. 

oth,~rs of them had seen a father, brother, or son suddenly shot 

do°u'm ·while at 1-1ork in h-l s field by a hidden assassin in an adjoining 

thicket. Others again had seen a father, 1mil.e working near his 

home to provide for 1rd£e and children, suddenly shot down, and then 

bayonetted before the eyes of his horror-struck-wife and terrified 

children. others again had come home from the battles of Bran~.J.11e, 

Germantown., or other scenes of conflict, and found their wives and 

daughters dishonored, and gibbering idiots, their stock gone and often 

their houses and outbuildings burned to·~ the ground. 

'While these outrages c~~ot be charged on the Regulars, British 

and Royal American troops under honorable officers, yet they can be 

an many of' the whale-boatmen from Long Island, the Refugees on 

Sandy Hook, and the outlaws of the pines. These wrongs and 

sufferings had changed the quiet farmers o:r Pleasant Valley, into a 

band o:f fierce and desperate men to 1-rhom fighting became joy, if: 

he could only kill, and kill, and ldJJ these demoms ,Tho had ·wrecked 

his life. Col. Asher Holme ts regiment was made up principa.l 1.y of: 

these .f a.r.niers and at the battle o:f Ger1.nant-own, they stood a....~d held 

their ground after the regular troops had twi.ce broke and run. 
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'!his, too, after marching all day and the preceding night., and 

going into battle without rest or food. The · · tia of Somerset 

County and :Monmouth had come mider the eyes of General Lafayette, 

and he remarked that "for coolness and bravery they exceeded aJ.l 

his expectations 0£ the militia". 

Ref. HEarly Dutch Settlers of Mon.rn.outh" by Beekman 1901, page81, 82, 83. 

(notes by compiler- the location of the four Van Schoick brother's 

farms are as .follows: 

1. John Van Schoiack .f~d at Freehold To1-mship, :Monmouth Co1.lllty, 

and later at Middlesex County, N. J., £ollm-Jing the war he migrated 

to New York State and then went to l 111id \-lest. 

2. Robert Van Schoick f'arrned at :Freehold Township, J:t1onmouth County , N.J. 

and died un.1Uarried - See his Will. 

3. W"illiam Van Scha.ick farmed at Pleasant VaJ.ley section of 

1-1omnouth County, N.J. follorr.i.ng the war, he migrated -with family 

to Schoharie Coun~J, Ne1v York. 

4. David Van Schoick had a farm at Colts Neck, which he .farmed 

until his death.) 

Reference: (1) Family Records t•1hich areowned by 1'-1r. Harold F.imball 

Van Schoick, Roselle Park, N.J. 

(2) I4onmouth County HaJl of Records, .rcreehold, N.J., 

Book o:f Deeds. 



THE FMfil.,Y OF DAV J.D V.All SGHOICK 

· David Van Schoick m. Yay 23 2 1757:~.H;a,nnah Holmes 

b. April 14, 1730 Ba.p. Feb. 22, 1740 
d. 1788 

He was the son of .tirancis Sban Van Schaick & Isabel Rhea 
She was the daughter of Josiah Holm.es & Hannah Dennis 

Issue: 1. Josiah Van Schoick, bap. June 24, 1758 

41. 

2. Benjamin Van Schoick, born April 29, 1760, bap. Junel, 1760 

3. Robert Van Schoick, bap. liay 16, 1762 

4. David Van Schoick, Jr. Bap. June 3, 1764 

5. Isabella Van Schoick, bap. Nay 8, 1768 

6. Hannah Van Schoick, bap • .August 4, 1771 

Reference: 

1. Hlfistory of Old Tennent Church, Second Edition, by:·iSymm.es 

1904, pages 240, 241, 242, 249 and 252, 

2. Gowdy Family Bible--Record of David Van Schoick's birth. 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF BENJAMIN V.AN SCHOICK 

Benjamin Van Schoick who served .from New Jersey during the period 

of the Revolutionary lvar, 1775-1783. Private, }1on.mou~ County Militia, 

under Captains Perrine, Schenck, Conover, Dennis, Hendrickson, Carhart, 

Lawton, Craig, Baird, Chadwick, .F.leming, Tilton and Govenhoven: 

served monthly tours from 1776 to 1782. 1ias at the Battle o.f 14:onmouth, 

New Jersey, Jl.llle 28, 1778. (See record on next page.) 

Re.ference: State o.f New Jersey, Dept. of De£ense, 1•1iJitary War Records, 

.Armory, .Armory Drive, Trenton 10, M.J. 

Benjamin Va.I! Schoick married about 1790 .first Martha Rue, t·mo was 

bo_rn 1"1a.rch 14, 1771, died o.f child birth on Jnne 4, 1791. 

Re.ference: Tombstone at Old Tennent Church Cemetary, :Momnouth County, 

11ew Jersey. 

2. 11llistory o.f-Old Tennent Chu.rchu, Second Edition, by 

Symmes, 1904, page 288. 

Benjamin Van Schomck is referred to as being remarried in the 

nm.story o.f Old Ten..71ent Church 0. Second Edition, by Symmes., page 

240, ~rhere Benjamin Va..11. Schoick_ a.11d ·wife -had a -son, 1rlilliam Van 

Schoick, baptized, July 5, 1801. 
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STATE OF NEW' JERSEY 

Department of De£ense 

Trenton 10 

430 

23 March 1962 

IT IS CERTllt'lED, That the records of this department 

BENJAi'1IN V.AN SCHOICK ~ 

served in the active military forces £rom New Jersey during period 
of the Revolutionary War, 1775-1783, as follows: 

Private, M:omnouth County I1i.litia, under Captains Perrine· 
Schenck, Conover, Dennis, Hendrickson, Carhart, La.1-rton, Craig, Baird, 
Chadwick, fleming, Tilton and Covenhoven; served monthly tours f'rom 
1776 to 1782, part of which l•Tas as a substitute for his father, David 
Van Schoick, and others. 

Was at Battle of Monmouth, l'iew Jersey, June 28, 1778. 

On rolls Capta.L11 John Covenhoven I s Company-, Second 
Regiment, July 1, 1780, Au.gust 19, 1780, and without date. 

Received Certificate No. 557, dated May 1, 1784, 
signed by Thomas Henderson, £or:l:l:8, Tor the depreciation of.his 
Continental. pay in the 1--Ionmouth County Militia. 

Resident of Irfor.unouth County, New Jersey. Age.16 years. 
Resided, Niddlesex Cou..'l"l.ty, New Jersey, in 1832. Son of David Van Schoick. 

FOR THE CHI~-r;i OF ST ... ll..FF: 

(signed) J.P.Callahan 
Joseph P. Callahan 
Major, Arty. liJ.A.RNG 
.Assist8llt Adjutant General 
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NEW JERSEY - BENJAMIN V_t\N SCHOOK of M:ONM01JTH COL11ITY in the 

BT.ATE 0£ NKfl JERSEY who was a private in the company commanded ~r 

Captain Perraine of the New Jersey !itfilitia, Tu-10 months Private $80.00 

(correct name Van Schoick) 

Inscribed on the Roll of New Jersey at the rate of 80 dollars per 

annum to commence on the 4th day of March 1831 

Certificate of Pension issued the 22nd day of }1arch 1833 

Sent to H.D. Polhenms, Freehold 

.Arrears to the 4th of March 1833 

Semi-annual allowance ending 4th 0£ Sept. 1833 

$160.00 

40.00 

$200.00 

Recorded by John T. Sprague, Clerk 

Books. Vol 4, page 181 

Revolutionary Claim 

Act June 7, 1832 
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State of New·Jersey 
ss 

l4onmouth County 

On this first day of .August A.D. 1832 personally appeared in open 

Court before the Judges of the Superior Court of Common Pleas of the 

County of }1on.~outh now setting, Benjamin Van Schoick a resident of the 

Tovmship of Upper Freehold in the County of 1-ionJnouth and State of New 

Jersey aged seventy-~.;o who being first ~Y sworn according to law 

doth on his oath make the follwoing declaration in order to obtain the 

benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 

That he was born on the 29th day of April 1760 in the Township, 

County, State aforesaid, That he has a family record ·which is now in 

his possession - That he has always lived in the County of Ivionmouth 

except for one year ·when he lived in Middlesex County the year 1777, ihat 

he was eP..rolled in the Hili tia at 16 years of age under the La.1-rs of the 

State of NevI Jersey and under such enroJJment did Militia duty- That 

he entered the service of the United States, 1.lllder the following named 

o£~icers and served as herein stated - That in August or September 1776 

he marched under Captain Perrine to .Amboy and performed his first 

monthly tour of duty under him, in the 11:ili tia of }'Ionrnouth County, from 

that ti.t--ne until the end of the war, he was . out and in the J'1iJ j tia 

pretty generally either in the perf orma"Tlce of his monthly tours of' 

dnt-cror upon alanns and general calls, or as a substitute of his father 

David Vtm Schoick f' or -whom he often served- His recollection of his 

service at different times in the Militia is ve-ry imperfect-Tb.at he 

recollects of serving under the following officers at different tii-,ies. 

But that he servedunder other officers whose.names he does not 

remember and upon.tours of duty which he has forgotten. - That he is 

well assured th.at his service in the Militia amount in ti-ie aggregate 

to more than two years. But the lapse of years and siclmess has so 
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impaired his memory that he cannot give a regular and detailed aamount 

of his services - As far as his recollection goes he states that he 

served under Capt. Combs, Capt. Schanck in Middlesex County at least 

two months - under Lt. a.£terward Capt. Montgomery he served at 

different times three months - under Captain Conover one month -

under Capt. Garret Hendrickson one month - under Capt. Benjamin Dennis 

one month - under Capt. Green one month - he was then a substitute for 

one Issac Con - under Capt. Carhart he served at the time of the Battle 

of Monmouth. He served under Lt. Samu.el Lawton one month on guard at 

11omnouth Court House - 'Wh-ile on guard at the Court House, he went 

under Captain Craig to Philadelphia w'i. th prisoners - That he s~rved 

under Capt. Baird one month. That he served under Capt. Chadwick, 

Capt. Fleming and Capt. Jacob Tilton, how long he cannot say. That 

his services in rnomnouth County 1-rere generally along the shores in 

defending them from the attacks of' the British and Refugees= That 

he was stationed at different times with the Militia at 1-liddletown, 

Tinton Falls, Coltsneck and the Court House. That he was in many­

skir.mishes "'vti.th the British and Refugees - The part;culars of·which 

he is unable to give - That he i,raa put in the Y.d.litia at the time o.f' 

the Battle of 11onmouth - Tnat he was not in the main Battle, but that 

he was in a skinn:ish with the British on the same day as they ·were 

retreating on. the left flank:, :Major Hussa and Col Hendrickson 

conmanded according to the best 0£ his recollections. In this skirmish 

the British sustained someconsiderable loss - In the yea:r 1777 he 

marched ~dth :Middletown Militia to Princeton Sourland 11ountains and 

to Steel Gap in Somerset County - the detachment of 1 .. :fili tia 't-vas under 

connnand of Col. Scudder - Washimgton 1s .Arirry- lay in the vicinity of' 

Steels Gap - 'Ihat the Militia lay in the neighborhood some days -
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That they marched then to Bonham.town and Piscataway and to Short ffiJJs 

f'rom there he went with a Detachment of 150 militia as a Picket guard 

to Elizabeth town - Thence to J-ietuchen 111leeting House where the !-1:ili tia 

was dismissed by General. Washington's .Aide Camp - That he was sometimes 

in company 'With the Regular Troops at the time of the Battle of 

:Momnouth and 't-rhen they were at Short Hills - But does not particularly 

remember any of the officers - He knew Capti:i.n John BurrotiS who 

commanded a company o:r Regulars at J\.ionmouth Court House frequently 

saw him there - That he has no written discharge and that he has no 

documentary Witness of his services - ihat he believes Samuel Holmes, 

Captain Craig, and William I.J.oyd., Esq. can testify to his services in 

the :Militia, that William H. Woodhull, a slergyman and !1alcolm Parent 

residing in his neighborhood can testify to his character - That he 

hereby relinquishes every claim to a pension or annu.nity except the 

present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll 0£ the 

agen~J of' any State. 

&-1orn and subscribed to 

the day and year aforesaid 

(signed) 1ef. J. Bo1me 

Reference: File Designation S-769 

(signed) Benjamin Van Schoick 

General Services Administration 

National Archives and Records Service 

The National Archives Building 

Washington 25, D.C. 
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SUPPLEMENT.AL AFFID1i.VIT 

State of New Jersey 
ss 

Monmouth County 

Personally appeared be.fore me the lllldersigned a Justice o:r the 

Peace in and 'for the County of 111lonmou.th in the State of Mev1 Jersey, 

Benjamin Van Schoick an applicant for a Pension being the same person 

named in the papers marked No. 5134bwho being duly ~worn deposeth and 

saith that by reason 0£ old age and the consequent ilapse of memory, he 

ca.n.:r1ot S'lirear positively as to the precise length of his service, but 

according to the best of his recollection, he served not less th81l the 

periods mentioned below and in the following grades. That in the :year 

1776 I served in the J.nlitia of }Jew Jersey t"t-.ro months as a Private -

In the year J.777, I served two :months as a Private - In the year 1778, 

I served six months as a Private - In the year 1779, I served six 

months as a Private - In the year 1780. I served six months as a Private -

In the year 1781, I served five months as a Private - In the Year 1782 

I served four months as a Private* and for such service, I claim a 

pension, that the periods of serv;ce mentioned by me .fall short of' the 

time I actually served in the war, that I rendered these services at 

different times, one month at a tiJne generally, and every other month. 

That at this late period of my- li.fe being in the 73 yeax of my age I 

can.~ot designate the months particularly, in which I served - neither 

can I detail more precisely :my services in the Revolutionary ivar than 

I have already done. 

Sworn.2. and subscribed before me {signed) Benjamin Van Schoick 

this seventh day- of January A.D. 1833 

vlilliam IJ.oyd (sig-.aed) 

Reference: File Designation S-769, National .Archives and Records Service 

The National .Archives Building, vlasbington 25, D.G. 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF BEi'\JJAlffiJ VAN SCHOICK, CON'T. 

He was a highly respected citizen of 11onmouth County, N.J. one 

whom many persons consulted for advise and who served in the 

administration of their estates. The .folloWing will show his civic 

accomplishments: 

April 4, 1797 Estate of James Davison o:f 11onmouth County 
Inventory by Peter Johnston and Benjamin Van Schoick 

October 28, 1799 Estate of Joel Clayton of Upper Freehold Township 
}iozunouth Coimty, Adm.r's John Clayton, Fellowbondsmen, 
\ii lliam Laird and Benjamin Van Schoick 

Reference: New· Jersey .Archives, 1st Series, Vol. xxxvlll, 
Abstracts 0£ Wills, Vol. lX 1796-1800 

June 25, 1803 Estate o:f Henry Smith, Inventory made by Benjamin Va:n 
Schoick and Thomas Tindall. 

1~1arch 31, 1:304 Will o:f Abraham Enderson, InventoI"J made by Beaja.min Van 
Schoick and Thomas Tindall. 

JJiarch 20, 1805 ~fill of George Doi,.ms, Witness John Vaughn, Enoch 
Chamberlain, Benjamin Van Schoick 

Reference: New· Jersey Archives, 1st Series, Vol. XXXlX., 
Abstracts of Wills, Vol X, 1801-1805 

January 30, 1810 Will of Sarrru.el .Anderson of Freehold Township, 
ivionmouth County, vlitnesses Ezekiel Test, ·1,,Iary 
Clayton, Benjamin Van Schoick. Proved I~'.Iarch 17, 1810. 

P.pril 20, 1810 Will of Benjamin 11orris 
11i tnesses Fenwick Pew, .AJ..che Mesles X 
Proved January 29, 1812. Benjamin Van Schoick ---- - •·-- .. .,,, ..................... 

Narch 4, 1813 Will of George Reid 
Executors Richard Reid, Joseph Reid, Benjamin Van Schoick 

Estate of John Storer 
Includes acc~nmts of JohnEly, Enoch Wilson, David 
Baird, Aron Holman, Ezekiel Leming, Benjamin Van Schoick, 
Jane Dey. 

'D ~"r.ti?::J 7. : ,,.,...., 
.ll...L:ll' ~\l l,1.!.i: New Jersey Archives 1st Series, Vol X:X~XXJ.., 

Abstracts of ~lills Vol. Ill, 1810-1813 
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July 26, 1815 :·lTLL of lfa.r--f Tapscott of Upper Freehold 1'01,mship 
Homaouth Gount~y-. 
..Lnvento:r;l by Benjamin __ Van Schoick, ii'Jilliam .P..ndre1-1s 

June 28, 1816 l'JILL of Tho:r:as Edwards 
1nJi tnesses Samuel liount, 1-:ti.chael 1-iount, Benja..'Tlin Van 
Schoick. 

Re.ference: Ne,;.; Jerse;.r Archlves 1st. Seried, Vol XT,11 
Abstracts of 1-dlls, Vol. XJJJ. 1814-1817 

Februacy- 28, 1831 WILL of Josiah Va.ri Schoick, l-1J:Lddleto1m, 
l,,1'. • h C t ~-... J i\.on"nou ,:;... oun y, .;. ~ • • 
Executors Benjai1rl.n Van Schoick ( a brothsr) 
a..71.d Sa11111el Holmes, son of T1.nomas Ho1-mes 

Sa'Yffi.lel Holn1es 1'1Tas a cousin. 

Reference: 1li 11 Book C, page 188 
Hall o.f Records, Surrogate 1s Of'fice, I·1on.Bouth County, 
Freehold, H.J. 

)..s a proi)ert:r 01i1n.er, he 1-J"as sonsidered as one of the ve-rJ large 
acreage holders of £-ion,.~outh Count:r, N.J. His property ·was purchased 

between July 22, 1801 to June 12, 1826. 

July 27, 1801 

Oct. 12, 1801 

~~jarnin Van Schoick pu.rch~sed 13 30/100 acres loca~ed 
at Upper ~eehold To1-mship from :-Jil 1 i~-rn lloyd and wife 
for •$76.50, recorded in Book li, pase 457. · 

Benja"1lin Van. Schoick purchased 10 15/100 acres located 
at Upper Freehold To-i,mship f'rom Le1-ris Robins and 1'v-r-i f'e 
.Por 30 pounds, 15 shillings, :recorded in Book :t-:, page 572. 

Jan. 24, 1804 Jenjamn Vai, Schoick pur0hased 13 75/100 acres located 
at upuer Freehold Tovmshi~ from Matthews Perine for -· -

J ar1 24, 1804 

.April 29, 1808 

1-:ay 8, 1821 

~20.62, recorded in Book o, page 403. 

Benjai.idn Van Schoick purchased 11 31/100 acres located 
at Up?er .Freehold T01-mship from John StorJ or Storer 
for $26.75, recoraed in Book O, paze 404. 

:Senjc3.1itl.n V8n Schoick purchassd 13 65/ 100 acres located 
at Upper .Fl"eehold To~mship ~rom Joseph Perrine for 
$26.oo, recorded in Book R, page 284. 

Benja.."Tlin Ve.n Schoick purchased 15 84/100 acres located 
at Upper Freehold Township ~rora .And..i.-ew Bell for ~10.00, 
r-8corded in Book D2, page 55. 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF BENJ.Ar-ITN VAN SCHOICK CONT 1D 

REFK~ENCE: Monmouth County Hal] of Records, Freehold, N.J. 
Grantee Index of Deeds. 

Rec:Ords show that he sold many parcels of land and following 
his death on :Harch 20, 1836, his property was sold by his heirs, 

a parcel at a time until the last acreage was sold, April 20, 1855. 

April 27, 1815 Benjamin Van Schoick, as executor, sold to John 
DeBow, 10 acres in Upper Freehold To1-mship, Book Y, 
page 57. 

June 12, 1826 Benjamin Holmes Va:n Schoick & David Baird sold to 
John Perrine trustee for Presbyterian Church 
(Old Tement), 2 acres, Upper Freehold Township, land 
f'ormerly owned by his father, David Van Schoick, 
T'.ais ·would indicate that David Baird had married 
Benjamin Van Schoick's sister. Land received from 
his father, Sept. 15, 1781 and March 24, 1787, 
Book L2, page 451. 

April 24, 1838 Benjamin Van Schoick, deceased, by Sheriff, sold to 
Isaac w. Laning, 230 acres at Clarksburg, H.J. 
Homestead, Book T3., page Bo. 

November 10, 1845 Benjamin Van Schoick, deceased, by heirs,>sold 
67 acres to Charles illen, for $1,579.67 
Benjamin Van Schoick, Jr. 
Ruth Rickets Lanning 
Isaac Lanning 
Theodore w. Lanning 
EJj zabeth Lanning 
John Woodhull Van Schoick 
cydia l~e Reid Van Schoick 
S.H. Van Schoick 
Land located at Clarksburg on F.r-eehold Road, 
Book Rh, page 362. 

December 17, 1845 Benjaiuin V~vi Schoick, deceased, by· heirs, sold 
92 acres in :Millstone Township, to l-lilliaiii :McKnight, 
for $95.75. 
Benjamin Holmes Van Schoick, Jr. 
Isaac w. Lanning 
Ruth R. Lanning 
John Woodhull Van Schoick 

Lydia Marie Van Schoick 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
Theodore ~l. Lanning 
S.H.J. Van Schoick 
Book S4, page 45. 



THE A;CT:DVI 1£I~ OF BEI~J.AMIN VAN SCHOICK, _CON~ 1D. 

December 29, 1845 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and otr1ers 10 and 48/100 
acres sold to George~• Riggs for $162.44, land 
located at Millstone iownship. 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick, Jr. 
Isaac. w·. Lanning 
Ruth R. Lanning 
Theodore w. Lanning 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
Jolm w·. Van Schoick 
Lydia I.fu.rie Van Schoick 
S.H. Van Schoick 

Book S4, page 61. 

January 13., 1846 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and others sold 80 and 17/100 
acres to William T. Flock of East Wj.nsor Township for 
$263.48, land located at }fi.llstone 'rownship. 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick 
s. Horatio Van Schoick 
Isaac w. Lanning 
Ruth R. Lanning 

TJ1eodore Lanning 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
John vl. Van Schoick 
Lyr1ia :Marie Van Schoick 

Book V4, page 24. 

1'iay 23, 1846 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and others sold 80and 32/100 
acres to Ja.mes M. Perrine for $253.76, located in Upper 
Freehold To1mship. 'Ihis was a part of the homestead. 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick 
s. Horatio Van Schoick 
Isaac .w. Lanning 
Ruth R. Lanning 
Theodore Lan.11.ing 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
John W. Van Schoick 
Iqdia 11ar:ie Van Schoick Book W4, page 332 • 

. Au.gust 22, 1846 BenjcLmll H. Van Schoick ai.YJ.d others sold 4 and 72/100 
acres to John lwJ. Van Schoick for $71.98, land located 
in 1fi.llstone To1-mship. 
Benjaniin H. Van Schoi ck 
Isaac 11. Lanning 
Ru th R. La.nJrl.ng 
T'neodore Lan.rung 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
S.H. VeIJ. Schoick 

Book X4, page 132. 



53. 

THE ACTIVITIES OF BENJ1UJ1IN VAN SCHOICK CONT'D • 

. A.ugust 22, 1846 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and others sold 118 acres 
to John W. Van Schoick for $2,968.75, lan located 
in :r-fi J lstone Township. 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick 
Isaac vl. Lanning 
Ruth R, Lanning 
Theodore Lanning 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
s. Horatio Van Schoick of Mercer County. 

Book X4, page 134. 

November 7, 1849 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and others sold 5 and 46/100 
acres to Thomas Storer for $136.50, land located in 
Millstone Township. 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick 
s. Horatio Van Schoick 
Isaac vl. Lann:LYJ.g 
Ruth R. Lanning 
Theodore Lanning 
Elizabeth D. Lanning 
John W. Van Schoick 
Lydia l•Jarie Van Schoick 

Book 15, page 303. 

November 14, 1849 Benjamin H. Van Schoick and others sold 5 and 45/100 
acres to Lucien Britton for $84.47, land located in 
~fi.llstone Townshipo 
Benjamin H. Van Schoick 
s. Horatio Van Schoick 
Isaac 1i. Lanning 
Ruth -R. Lanning 
Theodore Lanning 
Elizabeth Lanning 
John w·. Van Schoick 
4.vdia 1'4arie Van Schoick 

Book 15, pac:e 330. 

April 20, 1855 Benjamin Van Schoick (by heir) sold 230 acres to 
Isaac w. La.n.tiing for $380.54, located at Clarksburg, 
N.J. (Homestead) 
HoL~es Norton, heir of ~anjamin Van Schoick. 

Book K6, page 75. 

Reference: 11omnou th County Hall 0£ Records, Freehold, N. J. Book 0£ 
Deeds. 



THE F»ITLY 9.F BPJ·TJ.AMIN VAN SCHOICK 

Benjamin 7an Schoick m. 1st June 16, 1790 11artha Rue 

b. April 29, 176o 
d. March 20, 1836 

b. 1-Iq.rch 14·, 1771 
d. June 4, 1791 

He was the son o:f David Van Schoick, Sr. and Han.TJ.ah Holmes. 
She was the daughter o:f I~tthias Rue and .Ann ______ • 

m. 2nd. about 1798 ------
b. about 1779 

54. 

d. after 1827, before 1845 

She was the daughter of a.~d • ------ ---------
Issue by 1st. wife: 

1. Infant Van Schoick 
b. June 4, 1791 
d. JU11e 4, 1791 

Issue by 2nd wi_fe: 
2. tlilliam Van Schoick 

b. Aug.?, 1799 
d. June 27, 1864 

3. Benjamin H. Van Schoick,Jr. 
b. about 1801 
d. after 1845 

4. Elizabeth Disbrow Van Schoick 
b. about 1303 
bapt. July 10, 1803 
d. af'ter 1845 

5. lmn Van Schoick 
b. about 1205 
d. berore 1845 

6. l1artha Fmiline Van Schoick 
b. about 1807 
bapt. 1,ra.y 16, 1807 
d. after 1831 and before 1845 

7. Ruth Rickets Van Schoick 
b. about 1809 
bapt. 1•1a.y 13, 1809 
d. after 1845 

8. John 1:Joodhu.11 Van Schoick 
b. Oct. 10, 1811 
bapt. Jvia.y 10, 1812 
d. April ll, 1865 



9. Horat;o Van Schoick 
b. ____ 1827 
d. 11ay 9, 1899 

1. I-Iistor--J of Old Tennent Church, Second Edition, Symmes. 
pages 240, 241, 246, 249 and 252. 

2. 1-·fonmouth Cou_'t'lty Clerk's Of.fice-Deeds, at Freehold, H.J. 
3. 1·1onmouth CountJ- Records of I·ia.rriages, Hall of Records, 

Freehold, N.J. 

55. 

4. Tombstones at Tusten Cemetery, Sullivan County, Ne't,f York. 
5. To1nbstones at 1-Janalapan Cemeter.5,, 1::om11outh County Nevr Jersey. 
6. N.J. State Dept. of Health, Bureau o:f Vital Statistics, 

State House, T-.cen ton, N. J. 
7. Tombstones at Old Teil.i."1.ent Cemete~J, }Ionmouth County N.J. 
8. Ne1-l Jerse:r Historical Societ~r, Ee1iark, :N .J. D.A.R. 1-farriage 

Records for 1-10:n1nou th County, l{. J. 
9. N.J. Historical Societ:r - Tndex File 

Obituary notice ·which 1•1as publishe& in ttThe Inquirern 
n21,.rspaper, Freehold, N.J. Thursda3r, Apri-1 7, 1836 on f'i?ie at 
I\,1on11outh Count3r Historical .Association, Freehold, n .Jo 

D.1ED - On Sat. the 20th inst at h.is residence in the To1mship of 
Upper Freehold a:fter a short illness, which he bore i-n. th Christian 
Fortitude and Resignation , Benja.i.-nin Van Schoick Esq: a soldier o:f 
the Revolut,on. Age 76 years. 
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ACTIVITIES OF WILLIAI"i A. VAN SCHOICK 

Jar. William A. Van Schoick was born August 7, 1799 at Upper 

Freehold To1mship, J\'!orunou th County, l'J'. J. He was the -son of 

Benjamin Van Schoick who lived at and 01•med the u1 .. Iansion Housen 

at Clarksburg, N.J. 

As a young man, he ·went away from home to study medic-ine to 

become a·tdoctor. It is believed that he studied at Philadelphia, 

Pa. When he received his degree of: Doctor, he ·went to Sullivan 

Cou...rity, N.Y. to st,art his pratice. He 1"1'as well thought of 

throughout that section for his services. It 1-1as at Tu.s L,en that 

he met Huldah Bross, the daughter 0£ Abraham Bross and Marie 

Johnson. They were married about 1829 at Tusten, N.Y. (Note by 

compiler - Abraham Bross ·was a Revolutiona:cy- \rlar soldier, having served 

as a private 1-ri th 1-Ia.jor Phil "1P Van Cortla._11.d I s Compa."'1:? 0£ Essex 

County, Nilitia, New· Jersey. When he 1-1as nmstered in September 9, 

1779, his record shows that he had been a prisoner during lp_s 

.fonner enlistment. His mili ta~r record is recorded as .Abraham Brass.) 

(Reference - RevoltionarJ' "'v-lar Records, Dept. o? Defense, .Arrrior-:r, 

Armor--y- Drive, Trenton 10, Me1r1 J erse:;r. ) 

blessed with four ch-Ildren: .dl."1.lla, ·who was named for Dr. William A. 

Van Schoick's gra..~dmother and sister. The second child was 

Benj~-rain, who was named for his father. The third child ·was named 

Abrai."'lam Bross for r-'.Irs. Van Schoick 1 s father. The fourth child 

named l:farie for Errs. Van Schoick 1 s mother. 

On February 28, 1831, William Van Schoick and 1:i.is sister, 

11a.rt~1a Emiline Van Schoick ,;,;ere -witnesses to their Uncle Josi ah 

Van Schoick I s Will at 11:i.d(.Uetovm., 1·10IL."'Tlouth County, }J.J. (Re:.. 

I1omnouth County:'.· Hall of Records, Book: c. paE;e 188.) 
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Following his father~s death, 1'1arch 20, 1836, 1-lilliam always 
, 

talked of being cheated of his share of his father's estate in 

:Honmouth County, N.J. He often accused 1saac Lanning, i-mo was 

marrj ed to his sister, Ruth Rickets Van Schoick, and who served 

as Administr;~tor of Benjarruhn Van Schoick's Estate. Being hurt 

very deeply, he diso'tmed his family in New Jersey, and he had no 

desire to return or have anything to do ·with any of his brothers 

or sistei--s. 

The res7 dents of Tusten vicinity, wishing to have religious 

services, organized, and a church was erected on Bross land at 

Tusten. 1--Iany of 0he surrounding residents helped in the building 

of the house of 1-1orship. Dr. vlilliam had his t1vo sons, Benjamin 

age 16 and .Ab:~aham age 14, help with the church roof. The church 

was erected about 1850. 

On December 1, 1856, Dr. William Van Sch.oick purchased 

property frorn James J. 1'lill i 8Jns and Cynthia his ·wife, land located 

at St-vamp }nlls, Sullivan CountJ1-, N.Y. (H o:f Records for 

Sullivan County, :Monticello, N.Y. Liber 37, page 527). 

On :December 25, 1860, Dr. 1-lilliam Van Schoick and Huldah his 

~nfe transferred property to his sons, Benja."1lin Van Schoick and 

Abraham Van Schoick (Ha.J 1 o.f Records for Sullivnn County. 

I.,ronticello, IJ.Y. Liber 46, page 312). 

At the out break 0£ the c;vil "\nlar, Dr. vlilliam Van Schoick 

enlisted as a Physician and Surgeon. His unit was stationed at 

Nachville, Tennessee. During the war he becaJne ill 1-;ith Undulant 

Fever and died J1L-rie 27, 1864. Fj_s body r1as returned and interred 

at Tusten· Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Re.ference: 1. F..is birth date ma:.r be found on his tombstone at 
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Tusten Baptist Church Cemetery, Sullivan County, N.Y. 

2. His date of Baptism may be .found in the "HistorJ 

0£ Old Tennent Church, Second Edition, by Synmies, page 240. 

3. The Record of their marriage was lost when the 

Church Records 1-1ere destroyed by fire at Narro1,rsbu.rg, N.Y. 

during 1942, ho1-1ever, Huldah Bross Van Schoick 1s tombstone 

states that she is the wife of W:i.J.7iam Van Schoick. 

4. Letters o.f Correspondence by I'Jiary Jane Van 

Schoick Keith of Forest Park, Illinois, during 1962 and 1963. 

5. Hall of Records for Sullivan County, 1~ronticello, N.Y. 



TI!E F .. 4111ILY OF DR. WILLI.A11 V.Al'I SCHOICK 

Dr. Willi2J11 Van Schoick m~ about 1829 Hu.ldah Bross 
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b • .August 7, 1799 at Hon. Co, N.J. 
bapt. July 5, 1801 

b "'T b ~o 1,..·09 • 1~ovem or ..) , ;j 

d. June 27, 1864 d. June 14, 1893 

He was the son of Benjam:Ln Van Schoick and 
of l1onmouth Count:r, NevJ Jersey. -----
She was the da..ughter of Abraham Bross and :Maria Johnson of 
Sullivan County, N.Y. 
'They are buried at the abandoned Tusten Baptist Church Cemeteljr, 
Sulli Va.Tl County, N. Y. 

Issue: 1. Infant Van Schoick 
b. about 1832 

2. Benja.n1in Van Schoick m. 
b. Sept. 2, 1834 

about 1857 Eliza Chase 

d. March 7, 1908 
b. July 16, 1837 
d. Octob•~r 6, 1906 

They remained in Sullivan County, 

3 • .Abraham Bross Van Schoick m. :May 5, 1865 Sarah Jane Calkin 
b. February 2, 1836 b. Jan. 19, 1847 
d. Dec. 26, 1928 d. July 17, 1935 
They migrated to }1onmouth bettlement, Ill thence to Chicago 

4. Hannah 11aria Van Schoick m. P...bel s. it,-ers 
1835 b. July 6, 1837 b. 

d. June 12, 1871 d. -----1917 -~---They remained in Sullivan County, N.Y. 

5 • .Anna Van Schoick m. Samuel Williams 
bo ___ 1849 b. ___ _ 
d. _____ d. _____ _ 

The:r moved to Bradford, Pa. where he had a Hardware Store. 

Reference: 1. 18.50 Census for Sulliva_fl County, N.Y. 

2. Tombstones at Tusten Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Sullivan County, N.Y. 

3. Hall of Records, Deeds, Sullivan County-}1onti cello 

4. Tombstones at Forest Home Cemetery, Forest rark, Ill. 

5. Van Schoick Family Records by 1Jrrs. I1ary Jane Van 
Scho;ck Keith, Forest P2rk, Ill 1962 

6. Van Schoick Farnily Records by }frs. Lewis Van Schoick 
0£ Matamoras, Pa. 1962. 

7. Van Schoick Family Records by Osmer Van Schoick of 
Narro..-1sburg, N.Y. 1963. 

8. Van Schoick Family Records by Lester Van Schoick 
Albany N.Y. 1963 

(over) 



Reference con·t 

9. (Unpublished 1·fanuscript) ~uA Compendium of Van Schoick 
Descendcnts o:f the Van Schaick Family o:f iimericatt by 
Sara E. Reed, Brielle, N.J. 
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ACTIVITIES OF .A.BRAF..AfJf BROSS VA..liJ SCHOICK 

Abraham Bross Van Schoick 1-1as born .February 2, 1836., the son 

of Dr. 1-Jilliam Van Schoick and Hu.lda.h Bross of Tusten, N.Y. As a 

young man he enlisted with ilis brotner, Benja.-rnin Van ~cnoick, into 

the Union .A:rl.TJ at Port Jervis, Ora.'tlge County, N.Y. at the beginning 

of tne \var. l-Iis :first enlis-~"'"n.ent was 1n th the Gor1struction Corps 

of the 1:ti.li tar-f R.ailroad D-9pt. ot· the U:!.1.it,ecl States iA:rmy" as a 

civilian. This newly created section o~ the army was under Col. 

Daniel Craig 1'-icGallum, ·who later beca.me General 1-'IcCallum. other 

officers were Col. Crane a.rid l1r • .Fred Hagle, Superintendent of the 

Construction Corp. The duration of Nr. Van Schoick's enlistment 

·was four years, bet1-.:een 1861 to 1865. They 1,rorked ahead of the 

main ar.rny, constructing bridges for the railroad to move troops 

and supplies over as the arnrJ advanced LYJ.to the southern states. 

ithi:te thus serJ"ing trr. Van Schoick 1-1as often compelled to 1-1ork 

waist deep in water for days at a time. It was while work7ng in 

this capacity that his heal th failed and v-rr.i.ich resulted in his ill 

health for the remainder of his life. Sometimes they would work 

whi 7 e under fire of the enenzy-, and many i-1ere killed or 1vounded. The 

Van Schoicks were lumbermen and sawers, who were well experienced 

in the fellin~ of large trees and milling them at the site 1s;here 

the bridge trestles were under construction. T'.ne records show that 

Gen. M6Callum has been credited i-tlth the supervision 0£ 2,10.5 miles 

of new railroads, and 26 bridges and rebuilt 640 miles of old 

railroads to meet the necessities of the Union Ar.my during the War. 

(Reference-Records of IvicCall-wn acti y; ties may be found in 11~lar of 



Rebelliontr consisting of 128 vols.) lvTr. Van Schoick held a 

respons;ble position in as mu.ch as he had as large a number 

as 80 men under his charge. 
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His second enlistment was served in the .Army. He was saved 

f'rom death by a small Bible which he carried in his shirt pocket. 

It was the Bible which prevented a bullet-from piercing his heart. 

The Bible is now the cherished possession of his granddaughter. 

Lhe conclusion of the i-var, he ·was mustered out at Nashville, 

Tennessee, r~y 5, 1865, the same day that he married Sarah Jane 

Calkin at the "Little Brown Church on L,he Hilln, Nashville, 

Tennessee. She ·was born in Springfield, Nassachu.setts, and when 

her pc.rents died they 1~ere living at Toledo, Ohio. :Hr. &:-1Jrs. 

Van Schoick returned to Sullivan County, N.Y. r:here they lived at 

Tusten, Cochecton Center, St-ramp :Hills, Late a.i."YJ.d Early, N.Y. 2nd 

t'jl.,-.,..1,-.-~ TJ_,; 1-j_ 'D.-, .J..,J c-1. .i......L , J.. o.• 

Abraham and his ·w:i.fe, Sarah J D-TJ.e were bapt-i zed in the Delew·are 

River at Tusten, N.Y. during the winter while the river was frozen 

over. The ice had to be cut for the occasion. 11en stood by keep; ng 

the opening cleared. 

While they lived at Tusten, their son Henry Van Scho;ck was 

born, June 15, 1866, a.n.d their second child Jennie 11. Van Schoick 

·was born August 2, 1869 and died September 6, 1871. She 1-1as buried 

at Tusten Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Abra..½.am vrorked in the forest cutting trees during the w-i nter 

months, h.:-:.ulins the logs to the ·waters edge, 1-rhere rafts 1,rere built 

llO ca:rry the lurnber c.01,m strea.-in to the paper mills at Easton, Pa. 

Someti.tt1es the i.,imber ·was delivered to Philadelphia 1.g-ater front for 
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The rafting on the Delaware River was started about 1764 and 

with the coming of the Saw Jviills, rafting subsequently developed 

as a unique method for transportation of lumber. Slowly at first, 

but eventually almost everJ stream having water of sufficient power 

to turn the water wheel of a primitive mill could boast of one of 

those early centers of activity. By 183.5 there were t~io hundred 

eighty in Sullivan County. 

During the early years of the lwnbering industry the cross­

cut saw was not used in the forests. Consequently, the woodrnan 1s 

ax must be credited w"i th the greater part of the transf orma.tion. 

While in these early days the saw was unheard, but instead the 

sound of the steaoy whack of the ax wielded by sturdy, hard, and 

sure choppers could be heard throughout the woods. 

At the most favorable points along the river, raftsmen 

located logging banks. There were two methods devised for getting 

the logs do1m steep hillsides to the banks. One method was a 

rollway, a cleared spQce from the tmp to the foot of the hill, 

down ·which the logs were rolled. 1he other method was a runway, 

simply a trench down which the logs were slid when there was ice 

or sno1-1. 

The work of squaring the logs w.::;.s originallJ' done in the 

1ivoods by skillful w·orkmen 1-ri. th sharp ax-zs as the only tool. 

Eventually, the squaring up was done by the sawmills. 'TI'1.e savm 

tir11ber, a product of the sawmills, included scantl ing, planks, 

and boards out to approxi..mate dimensions since the mills were far 

from accurate. 

;·fuen the pine was nearly eyJ-iausted, hemlock logs and timber 

were floated dovm. It was estj_~ated that in early 1870's ninety 
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per cent of the total timber 1-1as hemlock. From 1860 to 1876 there 

·were annually felled in the forest of 1tlayne Cou...TJ.t:.:-, Pa. n1ore than 

a hundred million feet of hemlock. While .Abraham was ·working in 

that section, his son, Wlllialll Va...ri Schoick 1-1as born, November JO, 

1377, at 1rJler F-i11, 1-J"ayne County, Pa. 

Immediately after the ice had gone out of the river in the 

early spring, there 1-r2.s an unending hustle and bustle. The 

lu.,,~bermen gathered their help and rolled the logs into the water, 

side by side, and end to end. A single raft for.med about 25 ft. 

•wide and one hundred sixty ft. long ·was constructed. 11anel' 1-rere 

two hundred ft. lone. 

T1ne steerman 1;;as one who would classify as a person of 

alertness, decisiveness, and quick to act. Success or failure of 

the trip o-r the raft containing thousands of dollars -i:Iorth o-r 

timber de~ended almost entii"ely upon his lmow·l edge of speed and 

dista:.<1ce. Tt 1-12..s du.ring rafting of tirnber that .A.bra.ham Vat"'1. Scho·i ck's 

foreman became intoxicated and the entire 1-tlnte:::-·s labor 

1-;as lost through neglect.· T'ne loss ran into several thousand 

dollars. 

Being discouraged he ·(,,rent ot, :-1ork for !-x. .Augustus 

Lochenm.e:y-er ·who opened a Saw }'6 11 on the Ten 1-1ile River. .Lt ·w2.s 

here that ... 4.brahsm becam.e }fill Super·1 ntendent in char.~e of 

operat.; ons for }fr. Lochen.71e~,er. Lv1Ti 7 e at StiJ"arap lllls their third 

clri ld, t-Iary Jane ... 1lan Scho-i ck, ·was born, June 21, 1872. _iJ.13 i-'.ft-. 

Lochenme;ter bec2i.ine in'.-.,.ol ved in f-i nanci~J. ooligat·i ons, he 1,r2.s 

f . 1 • 11 ' ", .. V S , . 1 0 "C,116 TIU. -co ... wran2111 an CllOlCX:, 

his superintendent. Abral1am and iU.S br-other, Benjamn pu.rch:.:.sed 
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forest together to keep the mill operating. On December 26, 1860 

Abraham Van Schoick received property jointly with his brother, 

Benjamin Van Schoick, from their parents, William Van Schoick and 

Huldah, his wife, (H of Records, Sullivan County, N.Y. Liber 

46, page 312.) On December 4, 1869, Abraham Van Schoick and Jennie, 

his wife, and Benjamin Van Schoick and E.1.iza, his ·wife, trans.ferred 

property to their sist\~r, F..a.rmah :Maria Van Schoick :r-t,rers, 1dfe of 

Abel s. l·trers. There is record of Property at Cochecton transf~rred 

from Henry Bross to Abraham Van Schoick and Benjam:in Van Schoick 

in 1870 as recorded in Hall of Records, Sullivan County. (Ll.ber 

61, page 88.) It was located in Lot #7 in the 55 Division of 

Great Lot //17, consisting of 181 acres, except easterly part 

claimed by .Amos ~Jler. On June 9, 1875, property was transferred 

by Abel S. l·t'}rers and :Maria, his wife, to Abraham Van Schoick. 

(HaJJ of Records, Sullivan County, N.Y. Liber 75, page 93.) 

Property located at Swamp l~lills. When the supply of trees became 

exhausted, the mill was closed down. Pir. Joel Chase purchased 122 

acres from Benjamin Van Schoick, which cheated Abraham o~ his 

share of the proper~J. FeelL~g wronged, he decided to leave 

Tusten. On October 20, 1877, Abraham Van Scho;ck and Jennie, 

his i-dfe, sold their home and property at Swamp }fills to Adam 

Hensz, (Lib,3r 75, page 323,) With the sale of their home, they 

mov:~~d to Tyler Hill., Pa. where their son, William Van Schoick 

was born, November 30, 1877. 

Abraham Van Schoick ta.Y~ng his son, Henry 1,rl. th him preceeded 

his family to Monmouth, Illinois, where he purchased a 260 acre 

farm. His wi.fe, a daughter, I~:Iary Jane and baby son., vlilliam made 
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the trip to Monmouth by train in 1879. When they arrived at the 

depot, he met them 1-rl.th a large truck ·wagon, pulled by four 

horses. 'Ine truck ·was used to haul their .furrliture and property 

which had been sent ahead. J.t was at 1-Conmouth Settlement that 

the fifth child, Sai'11Uel Van Schoick was born, September 1, 1880. 

Abraham £armed 1·or about 10 years, doing carpenter 1..;ork at various 

times. He was considered an expert carpenter. ~lhen the farm w-:~.s 

sold, he moved the family to Bloomingt,on, Illinois. (.r·,lonrnoutn 

~e~~lement). Aoout that ·&ime an artesian we..Ll drilling conc~rn uy 

t,be. na-rne of DecKe.r & Decker c~-r:ie to 1-ionmouth i'or the dri..L1ing of· 

wells. filey talked with Abraham and he ·Has hired to ~rork for themo 

He 1-1as placed in charge o-r drilling operations .for -two ·wells at 

1-10Ih"11outh, Illinois, a'tld then the concern expanded, driJ 7 j ng ivells 

all over the country, wi~h main office at Chicago. He traveled 

1-rith the company, with his family remaining at B:orunouth. ...4.s 1-rork 

centered aroung Chicago, he had his fa.i"1ti.ly follo1·1 him. There 1-;ras 

a .fire in 1vhich aL11ost ever-fthing was lost, includ-i :'1g Abraham I s 

papers, and records. This fire occurred shortlv af'ter he arrived 
c; 

at 1-:onmouth;i Il 7 inois. iv11en the family arrived at Chicago, they 

sta:red at ::.rrs. Van Schoick's grandrrrother 1s home, the timiths. He 

rernaL1ed 1-Ji ~11 Decker & Decker U..'l'ltil the demand for 1-1ells was 

supplied. He returned to doiJ1g carpenter ·work, until the El lines 

began to be constructed. By that tLrne of his lif'e, he 1-Jas 1nuch 

older, and couldnft do the hard work any longer, so he accepted 

employment with the El as night t 7 cket agent, a position which he 

held until his retirement • 

.All of Abraham Van Schoick 's children except William ~rere 
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baptized at the Garf;eld Church of Chicago by Rev. Dr. }1a..rming, 

pastor. 

Reference: 1. Rafting on the Deleware by Charles T. Curtis 1921. 

2. Correspondence }nth }Irs. Ma..ry Jane Van Schoick Keith 

during 1962 and 1963. 

3. Hall of Records for Sullivan County, Monticello, N.Y. 

4. War of Rebellion, consisting of 128 vols. 
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A COPY OF AU • .\FFIDAVIT 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
ss 

CITI OF FOREST PARK ) 

r-Iary Jai1.e Van Schoick Keith, being dulj- sworn and says: that 

she is an adult and resides at Elgin& l-ladison, in the t;it-J 01· 

ltbrest ParK, ~ta1ie 01· Illi...11oi s, thav Sh«:! .i.s 1.,he d.a1-:ght,er o:f 

.Abraha.i"n Van Schoick and Sarah Jane Calkin Van Schoick. 

That she, the affiant, hereby certifies that the names of 

.4.braham Van Schoick 1 s five children are: Henry Van Schoick, born 

June 15, 1866 at Tusten., N.Y., Jennie 1"1. Van Schoick, born August 

2, 1869 at Tusten, N.1., .tfia.1~,,- Jane Vfu"'l ~cnoick, born June t::l, .t..t:572 

at S1:1ai71p 1-:'ti.ll, N.Y., \-Jillia.m Abraham Van Schoick, born November 

30, 1877 at TtJler Hill, Pa. and Samuel Van Schoick, born September 

1, 1880 at l1onmouth Settlement, Illinois. 

·ri.aat she, the said affiant, C·3rt"1 f; es that her paternal grand­

parents 1-1ere William Van Schoick, born August 7, 1799 at 1-bnmouth 

County, H.J. andfduldah Bross Van Schoick, born November 30, 1809 

at Tusten, N.Y. 

That she, the stid affiant, certifies that her gra-ridfather, 

11illiam ·van Schoick was the eldest son o.f .oenjam.in Van Schoick, 

Revolutionary- Soldier of Mon,uouth County, H.J. 

mh n ... • t .(.'" rth ., . t·· t h 1 +-his st;}tment of li..e a.I 1.1an .i.. u er aavises na s e ma.Kes ..,. ~ 

the aoove fac-ts under oath in order to rna.ke kn.01,m her true 

identi.fication. 

(signed) 

Subscribed a11d sworn to before me, 
t:us 25th day of September 1962. 

Edmund A. Utt (signed) 
1Jotar:,, .. Public 
Cook: County, Ill. 

I"iar:v Jane Van Schoick I::eith u 
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T.dE F.A1{[1Y OF ABRAJLllJ.! BROSS V.PJJ SCHOTCK 

Abraham Bross Van Schoick m. 1·1ay 5, 1865 

b. Feb. 2, 1836 

Sarah Ja.TJ.e Calkin 

b. Jan. 19, 1847 
d. July 17, 1935 d. Dec. 26, 1928 

He was the son of William Van Schoick and ~dah Bross. 
She 1-1as the daughter of ____ Calkin and ____ Smith. 

They were married at Nashv:i lie, Tennessee the day he 1,ras discharged 
from arm:r. 

Issue: 1. Henr--J Van Schoick m. 
b. June 15, 1866 
d. April 30, 1937 
Interment at Forest 

Gertru.de B--yrd. 
------b. June 4, 1877 

Home Cenieter:r, Forest Park, Ill. 

2. Jen..nie li. Vari Schoick 
bo August 2, 1869 
d. September 6, 1871 

3. 1-18.:t""tJ Jane Van Schoick m. 
b. June 21, 1872 

w·ai t•~r Keith 
---·--b. Janua1:c1 21, 1863 

, ~ - ·1 21 1°24 a. ...,;.prJ. Li, ,,, 

1nterrnent at Forest Home Gemeter-f, Forest Park, Ill. 

4. Infant Van Schoick (about 1075) 
(stone ·with no name or date at 'fusten Cemetery, H.Y. 

5. 1tlilliain P.braham Va.rJ. Schoick m. Dec.I, 1896 Kathr:m Isabella 1-lorris 
b. Janu~J 19, 1881 b. Eo.,.J"emb,.-=:r 30, 1877 

d. December 26, 1959 d. June 23, 1963 
Inter.rnent at Forest Home Cemete~J, Forest Park, Ill. 

6. Sa..1T1Uel Van Schoick m. 
b. September 1, 1880 
d " ·1 ("'\I'"\ 191'3 • -'iPrJ.. t:. c.. , -- o 

1908 .,..,... ,. .. .J..h T.J l::,;J..1.zaoe v "' ... esse 
----- b. Janu~J 16, 18D9 

d. J1.me 2, 19.52 

Re.ference: 1. Va.rJ. Schoick Fami.l:r Records, Zita Van Schoick , 1963 

2. A.ff'idavi t of 1-Iar:r Jane Van Schoi ck Keith, For2st Park, Ill. 

3. Tombston:3s HQ',!--::\ vl"'eYnp+e~r •• ••L'J .1.l ......, V ..L ~) , Forest Hark, Ill. 

4. Tombstones at Tusten Baptist Church Cemeter-J, 
su11;van County, ?e1·: "Mork. 

5. Dee.th Cert-i fica.tes from Cook Cou..l'lty, Ill. 

6. Marriage Cert~ficate, Da~"i.dson County, Tennessee 

7. Affid:1v-i t of ~a.muel \/an t>cho:tck, Lomba.rd Ill. J_9o0 



69. 

ACTIVITI:SS OF :v""ILLIP.J-1 .ABR:-'\1-L~J,1 Vi:J.J SCHOICK 

taT.ill"'1· am iTan C, , • 1 b ... ., 8 n. !J.. "· 0cnoic.l~ ·was orn i'Jovemoer 30, 1-77 at TJrler Hill, 

·wayne County, Pa., the son of ... ~raham V~'l Schoi ck arid his 

1-ri fe Je11.r.'1ie nee Caulk-in. When he 1,;as about t1-1·0 and a half years 

old, his parents decided to m..tgrate to Illinois. T'.ae,r first 1-irent 
,:, 

to Chicago, and 0hen continued on to l'.Ionnouth Settlement, 1.;rhere 

his father had -:::mrchased a f8..l.""Til. It 1~as here that :-li17 i8l1l received 
I .I. 

his elementar-y education. 1-w7hen he 1,1as about t1-1elve, the farm 11as 

sold and ~he fa:1.ily returned to Chicago. 

He 1-ras a vs~r athletic :m&"'l., and participated in all 

s0orts - Sw:1 :m::r1 ng (he ·was an expert), soccer, f ootbt~ll, but 

b b 71 , . ..... . t t ase a_ 1-rc,.S :iis I avori T,e spor • In £·act, he 1-:as off,sred a 1:>osi tion 

at one time to play· ·with one of the :major 1 e2.gu.es, TJhich he 

rejected and later regretted. He is perhaps the one and only 

ball nl2.,rer to ever 11ave made a hoine run on crutches. .Lt hanDened . ~ -· 
a .J.. t~P 

l., ... ----

.l. • 0Lrne 1ivas sixteen, during t:ie time th2.t he had a 

broken leg. He 1nanaged to hob:Jle to the ball field 1·:hen his team 

11as scheduled to play their :most crucial ge..rce. i~rnat ago1-zy he 

suf1~ered as he sat on the bench., 1,Ji th J:i...is crutches beside: 

1-ratchin6 his team go do~m to defeat b:r a score of 7 to J. It ,;.ras 

the last of the ninth inning, a.:."1.d - al though three r.1en had .f-i nal l y 

gotten on base - there 1-rere 2 outs. Bi-11 looked at his coach a..r1d 

said, UPut me in - I rn bring the bo:Ts 11ome - pleasel u The coach 

looked at hi s st2r hitter and h~ s crutches, and it :nmst hai.re been 

a hard ga--:ible to take, but he took it a...11.d s2.id, "Go ai.11eadn. B-ill 

made his w2.y to the nla-te - there ·was a great silence a..uong t1he 

spect.2:t,ors a_r1d then a g:r·eat de?-l o-P buxzing, but B-i 11 b~~J.anced 
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himself on his crutches. He took one strike and t"t-ro balls and 

then vli th all the strength in his arms he belted the next one 

out o:f the park to win the game £or his buddies. He could 

hardly get around the field to touch each base there 1,;as such 

pandernonium. He taught many young boys the fine points of 

baseball, as well as in later ;-rears worked with the Parichy 

-~iomen 's Soft Ball Team. 

One evening he ·was ice-s1{a-c,ing in l-iUmbold"t parK. One oi 

nis r.r·2.encts o.r·ougl1.t, ove1.1 a oc:auti.1'UJ., dEU ... .K-eyed colleen and said, 

:tHere - meet Kitty l-lorris. She'll keep up with :rou in your 

skatingn. It 1,ras love at first s-i ght. He and Kathr-yn Isabelle 

l1orris 1-1ere married Decemberl, 1896 at the Humboldt Park Baptist 

Church. They· 1-Jere blessed 1-dth three children - Leona Nae, Zita 

tiini.fred and Williain. 

William supported his .f c3.i1lily by ·woeki ng various phases of 

transportation. He was an engineer ~or the Fen.ns~-J.vania Railroad 

a-rid later supervised the l·Ia.r:i gold Bus Lines in Oak Park, Illinois. 

He was a true Van Schoick. He had a very serene dispostion, 

a..-rid was ver-J hard to aggravate. But he 1-1ou..ld fight tooth and nail 

for 1-rhat he thought was right. 

William loved people, and people loved him. He ·was also 

especial.1y fond of ani1nals. He was most courageous a'l'ld feared 

nothing because he 1-1as such a good person. His last 1..rords on 

earth ·were n11erry Christmas" as he handed a gift to his nurse. As 

he passed ;nto the Great Beyond on December ~6, 19~9, ne :must have 

wa..11;:ed ·w:L tn very straight shoulders because he w·ould be sure to 

hear the }faster sajr 111r/ell done, thou good and .faithful servant, 

1vell done n. 

Reference: Van Schoick Family Records by Zita Van Schoick, Chicago,Ill 
1963 
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THE F .A1{[LY OF viILLJ.AI'-1 ABR.AH.ftJ1 VAN SCHOICK 

i-lilliam a.braham Van Schoick m. Dec. 1, 1896 Kathryn Isabella :Morris 

b. Novembe~ 30, 1877 
d. December 26, 1959 

b. January 19, 1881 
d. June · 23, 1963 

He ·was the son of Abraham Bross Van Schoick & Sarah Jane Calkin. 
She was the daughter of HP..,nry Patrick 1-1orris & Catherine Boland. 

They we.re married at Humboldt Park Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill. 
by Rev. J. N:cNamee. 

Issue: 1. Leona }:Iae Van Schoick m. 
b. November 5, 1897 
d. April 26, 1930 

{no issue) 

2. Zita Winifred Van Schoick 
b. beptember 3, 1904 

3. ir-Iilliam Van Schoick 
b. :March 4 ., 1906 
d. J2nua.r;r 4, 1907 

June 21, 1922 Leonard Stahmer 
b. Janu~J 26, 1896 
d. Jlpril 25, 1962 

Ref,2.rence: Van Schoick E·a-i-rd.ly Records by Zita Van Schoick, 
Chicago, Illinois. 1963. 
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