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The Utter Massacre

Written About 1860, the Author Then Being
Nearly 80 Years of Age.

son of Joanna Utter.]

[NOTE : In addition to general interest in this hitherto unpublished bit of
true history, it is of local interest from the fact that the late E. W. Gardner
was a grandson of Sarah Utter, and Major Charles A. Richardson is a grand-

PREFATORY REMARKS

The author of this little narrative
though at the advanced age of seven-
ty-nine years, yet possessing a re-
tentive memory of which he has been
favored from childhood, feels to re-
proach himself of neglect in not giv-
ing the facts and attendant circum-
stances here narrated publicity at an
earlier period, would ask leave to
state as a principal cause the Ilim-
ited education of those here treated
of as also that of the narrator, who
had fondly hoped some more able
commentator would have chronicled
those events here set forth in this
condensed work, with suitable embel-
lishment, style and diction commen-
surate to its importance, of which
the author has made no attempt, nor
as a compiler, nor reference to, nor
deduction from any author, has
ajimed throughout to give a plain,
truthful, though concise, treatise,
nopes may be explicit to impart the
meaning.

The author being sensible his days
will soon be numbered and most of
his contemporaries having paid the
debt of nature, many of whom were
tfamiliar with the facts and circum-
stances here treated of (like Job’s
messenger I only am escaped alone
to tell thee), fearing more delay
might suffer these important facts to
pass into oblivion and not even a

trace of them left on record, other
than found in general records and
history of concerning massacres, cap-
tivities and gspoliations from the
French and Indians during the wars
between England and Prance, which
the author feels to deplore and la-
ment, he still feels more particularly
.mpressed from impulse of nature
with still greater enlistment of feel-
ing from consanguinity and more re-
lationship with some here treated of,
some who were massacred and some
who suffered a long, dreary captivity.
From the latter and other kindred
sources the author has directly de-
rived his knowledge of the facts here
set forth as also from the proper
data, also in part from manuscripts
written by the sufferers themselves
and some penned by the author’s
amanuensis direct from their dicta-
tion in early life. Who ever wished
a genealogical history to include the
awful scenes here treated of, which
the author has been very particular
in penning strictly in conformity as

he received the same from the
sources above alluded to, without
adding, diminishing or deviating

therefrom the weight of a feather,
placing the whole bevond the least
cause for doubt or hesitation as to its
truth and correctness, to all of which
the author will avouch, If anv pe-
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ruse the little history who entertain
the least shadow of a doubt as to its
correctness, the author will invite
them to an interview with him where
thev mayv become undeceived and sat-
isfied as to their correctness, and re-
ceive his thanks.

The author feels that this little,
condensed work might serve as a
memento to his posterity and des-
cendants in recalling to mind the
toils and sufferings of their ancestors,

enabling them more accurately to
duly appreciate the blessings and
safety they enjov, which was pur-

chased by the blood and trecasurv of
their ancestry and left them as a
rich legacy.

The author is aware of many publi-
calions extant in our Iland, some of
more, some of less interest, vet thinks
this narrative may be worth the
perusal of at least those of more ad-
vanced vears who mayv have been fa-

miliar with many of the facts and
circumstances here treated of. and
mayv, perhaps, by inquiring minds

among the younger class of the com-
munity be thought worth reading,
with whom, however, it would seem
auite remote from their associations.
Let this class just look over the chro-
noioey, genealogy and record of their
familyv, who may, perhaps, find some
eauallv near and some remote in con-
sanguinitvy and relationship with that
of the author with those here treated
of, and might have shared a similar
fate, and from whose toil, gallantry,
magnanimityv, privations and suffer-
ings, and who, when they lay down
to rest in their own houses were
sleepless, fearing their destruection
from savage enemies, from whom we
derived the blessedness of peace, lib-
ertv and safety we enjov, sit down
under our own vine and fig trees and
none to molest or make wus afraid,
hoping those gallant and magnani-
mous deeds of our ancestors in time
of war and burst of eloquence in time

of peace, who have achieved for
their descendants the independence,
peace and safety they to this day en-
jny, may with due reference and det-
erence be remcmbered and cherished
through all time, but it is feard
many overiooked the true scurce from
whom the blessings we enjoy and
neans veed to secure them and act
as though they were the product of
this fair soil and country or that they
were citizens of a regal government
and the eligibility to the crown se-
cured to them by dynasty and record
of royalty, but let us for a moment
consider that under the divine auspi-
ces of heaven and knowledge of these
benefactions and how to improve
them from which knowledge vouch-
safed from by Heaven did our ances-
tors carry out the design of the god
of our being, for which end our ances-
tors endured much toil and suffering
to accomplish, and to them are we
indebted for independence and hap-
piest government ever happened a
people under it« benign influence;
bounteous Heaven has vouchsafed to
us peace in our frontiers and borders,
safety and security in our midst and
honored and respected by all civilized
nations on earth, enjoy secular and
spiritual freedom in full felicity, pur-
suing our vocations at will, free tol-
eraticn to use our p_hysical and men-
tal faculties and endowments accord-

ing to the reason given us and our
censciences, our laws and institu-
tions, our governmernt and constitu-

tion and framed on so liberal a plan
as would seem if we guide ourselves
aright to sustain with a zeal and fort-

itude, as ancestors pursued - the
means to accomplish, might accom-
plish and concecrate all the happi-

ness we can reasinably expect to
enjoy in this state of existence, to
which end and intrnt may the minds
and hearts of its citizens be directed
from which source only descends its
prosperity.

THE AUTHOR.
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CHAPTER L

History of the life incidents of
Abraham TUtter and family, compris-
ing nine chapters, delineating the sit-
uations and prospects of Abraham Ut-
ter and family previous to 1750.

The author in early life became ac-
quainted with the brothers of Mr. Ut-
ter, the pioneer, the subject of this
treatise, and the sisters of Mrs. TUt-
ter, they being uncles and aunts of
the author, also with various others
of Mr. Utter’s contemporaries, his ac-
quaintances and neighbors, from
which and other kindred sources has
directly derived his knowledge of the
facts treated of in this narrative.
Abhraham Utter and family resided in
"Dutchess County, State of New York,
until 1750. His family at that pe-
riod consisted of a wife and eight
children; he was highly possesed of
a spirit of enterprise, which has gen-
erallv been the case with the pio-
neers who settled the wilderness of
America, but with him was for yvears
suppressed by lack of means for suit-
able outfit for such an undertaking
and to meet and surmount the difli-
culties reasonably apprehended to a
new and unsettled country.

He commenced the world with Iit-
tle or no means, his future prospec-
tively evident that all denended on
his physieal energy. While a resi-
dent of Dutchess County, State of
New York, he maintained his family
respectably, gave his children a fair
edneation: his business was nrinci-
pally tilling land on shares, he having
no homes of his own and as freehold
could not be purchased in that old set-
tlement bv anv means he had in pros-

pect, he and several of his neigh-
bors similarly sitnated came to set-
tled determination to migrate to a

new country, where land was chean,

and there form a settlement
and in  perfect reciprocity cher-
ish each others interests. His
two eldest sons, seconding  his
views, were eager for the enter-

prise: the place agreed upon and des-

ignated for their settlement was in
the State of Pennsylvania, in the
neighborhosd of Wyoming, on the
Swsgueshanna River, in 1749, All con-
cerned were steadily engaged in mak-
ing preparations to take their depart-
ure the following spring, this year, 1749,
the association consisting of eleven
families. After encountering many
difficulties and making many sacri-
fices unitedly, they succeeded in or-
ganizing a train of seventeen teams,
principally oxen and forty-four cows,
with full determination to take their
departure the first of April following.
Mr. Utter’s family, as afore stated,
enncisted of his wife Sarah, and eight
children, namely Moses, Lyvdia, Mar-
iam, Abraham, James, Thomas, Sar-
abh. Joanna. '

Mr. Utter had, from his hard earn-
ings, saved sufficient for his journey
and assist in beginning his new resi-
dence, and owned a negro man who
accompanied him to his new home.

In April, 1750, all their preparations
were made, little did  this  worthv

hband think of the gloomy suns they
were doomed to pass through.
CHAPTER 2.
Proceeding from Dutchess County,

State of New York, to the State of
Pennsylvania, April 5th, 1750, the train
in readiness and peace had been set-
tled between England and France in
1718, and not doubtineg their future
safety, the train now statred, not
that the distance was so great, but
their route lay throuch tractless for-
est, They. had various difficulties
to eneounter, roads to make, bridges
to build over various streams. They
iad to encamp several nights in the
woods. Affer surmounting all these
obstacles, they finally, on the 14th
day of April, 1750, arrived at their
place of destination, surveved the
tract designed for their settlement,
each locater determining respective
location. and commenced improving
same. Mr, Utter with his sons and
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negro went on vigorously improving
their new home, built as comfortable
a dwelling as could be expected, con-
sidering the rude materials of which
ihey had to construct it, cleared the
land and sowed twelve acres with
wheat.

1751, this year, they cleared and
sowed thirty acres with wheat. The
crop from the last year yielded abun-
dant returns, fully meeting their fond-
est hopes, incited them to still great-
er exertion.

1752, this year, their youngest child,
Dorcas, was born, making the num-
ber of his children nine. Mr. TUtter
built a saw mill, happy in his new
home.

1753, this year, Mr. Utter’s eldest
daughters were married, Lydia and
Mariam; the husband of Lydia, Jo-
seph Adams; the husband of Mariam,
Titus Husted, and went with their
husbands to their respective resi-
dences in Dutchess County, State of
New York. Mr. Adams and Mr. Hu-
sted were both respectable and had
been acquainted with the family
while residents of Dutchess County.

Prosperity seemred to attend Mr.
Ttter thus far. 1754, this vyear Mr.
U'tter built a grist mill.

1755, this vyear is characterized
by a series of events most inauspi-
cious to this community, which will
be treated of in the next chapter.

CHAPTER 3.

The settlement laid waste by the
Canada Indians, many of the inhabi-
tants massacred, a number made cap-
tives, In September, 1755, about
fifty Indians accompanied by a rqim-
ber of squaws from Canada, simul-
taneously attacked the settlement at
different points; but few had the for-
tune to escape. Mr. Utter had some
little warning of their approach and
with his family left in haste, who,
when they had retreated one and a
half miles, sent his negro man back
for some money he had in his haste
in leaving not thought of.

The Indians approached while he

was at the house, killed and scalped -

him, mutilated and mangled him in a
shocking manner. In that condition
his remains were found when the In-
dians had retired. The rest of the
family, consisting of wife and seven
children (the two eldest girls were
married and lived in the State of New
York, as stated before), made
their escape to a fort about fifteen
miles distant from their late abode.
His mills, house and barn were burn-
ed, his negro slave, his cattle all des-
troved, excepting one cow, though
singular it may seem on first thought
in rambling late in the fall brought
up in the fort on examination was
found a ball had passed through her
body, probably fell when struck by
the ball or that she escaped before
another fire, the cause of the animal’s
straving is too perspicuous to need
comment as the animals were nearly
all destroyed within their usual wont
and range and the settlement depopu-
lated.

Mr. Utter and family remained at

the fort until the spring of 1756.
While at the fort his oldest son,
Moses, married,

CHAPTER 4,

Mr. Utter Returns to His Late Possgs-
sions and Finds Them a Deso-
late Waste—His Exertions
in Repairing Them,

Mr. Utter contemplated a return to
his late residence, to which his
friends strongly remonstrated and ad-
monished him to refrain until war
ceased to rage between Great Britain
and France, which had for two years
been indirectly pursued, and many in-
cursions, depredations and murders
committed by the French and Indians
from Canada. In May of this year,
1756, war was formally declared by
Great Britain against France, which
was in a short time reciprocated by
France in a like declaration. Not-
withstanding the threatening attitude
of the belligerents and instability of
the two powers, Mr. Utter’s attach-
ment to his late residence, which had
been with him a paradise, a nucleus of
a land of prosperity with him untii
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the late calamity described in the
preceding chapter. He was in hope
by repairs to bring his possessions to
similar fructification, to which he had
a continual hope once more to
feel the delights of his once fondly
cherished abode. Mr, Utter felt safe
to return from the ability for and
abundant means at hand and at com-
mand of British officers, but alas the
command and disposition of means
were misplaced and misdirected, be-
ing entrusted to British officials and
minons of the crown who were al-
ways Jealous of the increasing conse-
quence and advancement of the Colo-
nist, never appreciating or allowing
the least talent or meritorious act of
the Colonist, however praiseworthy or
magnanimous, but treated them with
the utmost contempt, not allowing
them to act at all from their own
volition, which from their knowledge
of this country far exceeded in use
of means and adaptation that of these
satellites surrounding British royalty,
the suppression of which has caused
the very blood of many Americans to
boil in their veins, and raised their
ire and indignation to a pitch almost
insuperable, yet must tacitly obey
those by far their inferior in talent
and skill in managing, in war, offen-
sive or defensive, in any emergency
could they have been allowed to em-
plov their own means in their own
way, independent of Briton, would
have averted many evils treated of in
this narrative. The British officers,
l.ord L.ouden, Abercromby and other
Pritish officials, whose volatility, in-
decisions and delays brought on many
sad disasters and calamities, especial-
lv to the frontier settlements; the in-
decisions and delays and mismanage-
ment of the British officers and total
disregard of the best interests of the
(Colonies and cafety of the new set-
tlers was not felt by them in any de-
eree manifest. Their enemy having
knowledge of the delays and dilator-
iousness of which they did not fail to
take advantage by incursions, depre-
dations and massacres and desfrue-
tions of the frontier settlements. Al-
though war was waging between
France and England, Mr. Utter felt

safe to return to his late possessions.
knowing the commandants had suf-
ficient force and means at their com-
mand to defend the frontier settle-
ments at that direction, being mis-
lead by their fair promises and
known abilities, had they had the dis-
position so to do to defend the set-
tlers,

In the fore part of April, 1756, Mr.
1'tter and family went on to their
Iate residence, a dreary waste to
whnat it was previous to the destruc-
tion by the Indians, the prospect
drearyv and rather forbidding, vet he
and his sons yet remaining with him
(Mose, as aforestated, was married
and now went on a separate location,
three miles from his father’s local-
itv). put forth their best energies,
making such repairs as immediate ne-
cessity required and most needed in
the instant, erected as convenient a
house as circumstance would ad-
mit, put in some fifteen acres for sum-
mer crops, tilled thirty acres to sow
with wheat, which they sowed in goorl
season, their summer crops. yielding
a foir return. This fall they com-
menced and mostly completed a dam
for a saw mill. In April, 1757, they
finished the dam. Having recovered
most nf the irons from the mills burn-
ed, they went on building the mill,
had it in operation the first of June.
This was a fine help to the settlement,
ag many had returned, and making
every effort to repair their wasted
residences and preparing a field of
forty acres to sow with wheat as that
sown the preceding vear looked prom-
ising. Everything in their settle-
ment had the appearance of thrift
and was fast recovering from the
2loomy, destitute appearance when
they first returned hither and once
more being an abode of comfort. The
«ettlers, not doubting a time not far

distant when they could see their
once fair, happy homes something
like the former delightsome appear-

ance for which end all put forth their
hest energies, no intermission of toil
or exertion; the inhabitants Dbegin-
ning once more to enjoy happy and
gocial society, which bereavement
had given them a lesson to know how
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to duly appreciate, Their wheat
crop was abundant vield, they got
their new fallow ready for the seed
by the first day of September, and
were preparing to put in the seed.

CHAPTER 5.

Massacre of Mr. Utter’s Wife and
Three Children, Namely James,
Thomas and Dorcas, and His
Journeyman Coaoper; Nar-
row Escape of Himself
and Part of His Family,
Captivity of Two,
Namely Sarah and
Joanna; His Des-
pondency.

Early in September, 1757, the Can-
ada TIndians, in number about thirty,
accompanied by a number of squaws,
simultaneously attacked the settle-
ment at three different points. Mr.
Urtter and his oldest son, Moses, were
absent at Wyoming at the time they
made the attack on the house. This
division consisted of seven Canada
Indians and three squaws, and sever-
al Indians acquainted in the settle-
ment and who could speak English,
had been fed and well treated at Mr.
Utter’s, and heretofore, appeared
friendly, now appeared to act as spies
to the Canadians and seemed now
reckless without the least sympathy
for the sufferers. Mr., Utter was a
cooper by trade; had a journeyman
in his employ, who at the time the
Indians entered the house sat at the
table with the family at dinner. They
made their entrance, unnoticed even
by the dog, who before would not al-
inw an Indian about the premises un-
til quieted by some one of the family.
When they entered, the dog seized
one by the ham. They shot three
balls through him, then seeing but
one man they advanced to the table,
seized the journeyman above men-
tioned, led him out of the door, tom-
ahawked and scalped him. Fearing
ng resistance they began rumaging
the house for food, like so many hun-
erv wolves. Mrs. Utter told them she
would prepare vituals for them, at
which the Indians, heretofore friend-

ly, expressed a malicious grin, aid
auestioned Mrs. Utter concerning her
husband and oldest sons. She told
them they had gone a different direc-
tion in hope they might escape, which
thev seemed to doubt, the children
gathering about their mother, to whom
she made the best use of her time in
admonition and advice, telling theni
she would be killed and probably
some of them, some made prisoners.
The Irndians did not tarry long, soon
surveyed the forlorn group and made
their selection who for the scalping
knife and who for -captivity. They
tnok Sarah, at the age of nine years,
and her sister Joanna, at the age of
seven yvears (the former the mother
of the author; the latter his aunt),
led them out at the door, tomahawked
their mother, two brothers and sis-
tera and scalped them, whose
screeches and screams were heard by
the prisoners. This division had
when they made the attack on Mr. Ut-

ter's family three prisoners, David
Harras (an acquaintance and near
neighbor about the age of Sarah,

above named, he being taken when
on the way to a distant neighbor
whither his father had sent him on
ann errand, the rest of his family
were fortunate enough to escape),
and two little girls, seven or eight
vears of age. They all now left in
haste, except two, who had formerly
appeared friendly, who tarried to se-
cure Mr. Utter and sons, probably
agreed with the Canada Indians so to
do. On leaving, Joanna, above nam-
ed, though at the age of only seven
vears, was restive and gave vent to
her anguish by loud, lamentable out-
cries in defiance of all the threats of
the Indians who threatened to kill
her. She was all but frenzied and told
them to kill her, she wanted to die.
They placed a hand over her mouth
to prevent the outburst of her grief,
while Sarah, her sister, two years
older, better knew in what their safe-
ty depended and what course to pur-
sue for their immediate safety and
treated her with all the kindness of
a sister to stifie her grief, in which
she prevailed and she became quiet.
They advanced upon Isreal Baldwin,
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killed his two children, took him and
his wife, set fire to his building, ad-
vanced about five miles in haste,
where theyv halted, waiting to be
joined by the other division of their
party, who soon appeared, junction
formed, who unitedly had thirty-three
prisoners. The only adults among
the prisoners were five in number,
viz.: Isreal Baldwin and wife; two
voung men, Jonathan Mosher, Thom-
as Quick, and Mrs. Gifford, whose
husband was killed before her eyes,
attempting to make defense against
the;r assailants., Mr. Utter, as afore
observed, with his son, Moses, was
absent to Wyoming, and on returning
heard the report of guns at different
directions of their settlement. Moses
hecame alarmed, feeling confident
ithe destruction of their settlement
was progressing and urged his father
tG delay their return until evening
and then advance cautiously, for
which his father rebuked him, think-
ing his fears groundless, stating the
firing was from the inhabitants cele-
brating the harvest home, which is
practiced by some people especially
the Dutch, who constituted a large
share of the inhabitants, thus quite a
jubilee manifesting their joy and de-
light having secured the blessings
vouchsafed to them by bounteous
Heaven which they manifest by va-
rious performances fitting their taste,
hut Mose maintained the reverse and
so earnestly besought his father to
delay their return which rather
checked their progress in advancing;
which brought twilight when about
fortv rods from their dwelling, out of
which a nursery of apple trees where
Moses with still greater intensity
urged their delay, sure the settle-
ment was destroyed and the family
killed. His father so far exorable to
delay tor a moment, when they saw
the visage of a person come out of
ihe house, looking in different direc-
tions. There, says his father, is your

mother looking for our approach, he -

still apprehending no danger, Moses
urging him to be silent, asserting
that the person they saw was an In-
dian. Presently the visage of two
persons came out of the house, seem-

ed to look in every direction, gave an
Indian whoop and returned into the
house. They now secreted them-
selves in the nursery, when just at
breag of day the two Indians at the
house came out of the house appar-
ently listening and looking in differ-
ent directions, gave a whoop and left
in haste. They now emerged from
their covert and retired in haste and

survey, not knowing whether they
were in secret watching the house,

and supposing all their friends were
killed or made captive. Moses, as
aforestated, lived three miles from
his father, had a wife and one child.
It so happened that at the time of the
massacre, Abraham was at his broth-
er, Moses’ house, who, with his broth-
er Moses’ family escaped to a place
of safety. As soon as the survivors
dared venture, they repaired to their
wasted homes to seek the remains of
their murdered friends. They did not
feel safe to tarry long; buried in
haste the shattered and mangled frag-
ments of their murdered friends, and
in after time found many of those re-
mains which had been buried in shal-
fow graves had been dug up by
wolves, and some of the bones yet re-
mained scattered over the ground.
Aftler this disaster, Mr. Utter became
despondent and sunk under the
weight of his misfortune and never
essaved to reoccupy his former pos-
sessions. Though a man of
energy and fortitude he sunk
under these unparalleled  afflic-

tions. I would here state that Da-
vid Harras, named in the fore part
of this chapter, in after time lived
near neighbor to my father, in Rens-
selaerville, county of Albany and
state of New York, for some twelve
vears, from whom and other kindred
sources the author is indebted for the
knowledge of the facts set forth in
this narrative as he had received it
direct from the sufferers and others
familiar with the circumstances.

(Contemporaneous observers of these
events).
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CHAPTER 6.

Fare of the Captives, Their Treatment
in Journeying to the Indian Set-
tlement in Canada, Their Suf-
ferings and Destitutions,
Awful Scenes Witness-
ed by the Captives.

After the junction of the different
divisions who had destroyed the set-
tlement, they commenced their route
to Canada, taking with them thirty-
three prisoners and as much booty of
their victims spoliations as they could
possibly carry, loading their ponies to
their full strength and most onerous
and burdensome loads placed upon the
men prisoners as their strength would
endure, beside being bound with
thongs in a manner to enable escape
impossible. In the meantime any re-
lexation or intermission of toil was
sure to be punished, They scrupu-
lously guarded the prisoners, especial-
ly Thomas Quick, and for what rea-
son will be noticed in a succeeding
part of this chapter. They proceeded
on until the seventh day of their jour-
ney, sutlering from toil and hunger,
the younger prisoners receiving no
direct punishment except as they
would frequently strike them with
their tomahawk handles on the head,
principally because they could not
readily understand and speak their
linzo, inflicting wounds from which
scars were visible during life, inflicted
at that time and age. The three men
prisoners, Isreal Baldwin, Jonathan
Mosher and Thomas Quick, were
doomed to torture by a cruel death.
The Indians designed one on their
way to their home, two to be immo-
Iated on their return to crown their
jubiiees among their savage brether-
en: of the latter Thomas Quick was
one. Every night during their en-
campment, the wolves kept up a comn-
finual howling and screaming, which
added to the horror of the prisoners,

though but little noticed by the In-.

dians. Sometimes the Nocturnal
howling would seem near, sometimes
more remote. One singular circum-
stance noticed by the prisoners great-
lv to their astonishment, was the sing-
ular movement of an old Indian be-

longing to the tribe, acting in a very
singular manner.: He wowd each
night lay down seemingly to rest,
soon would start up apparently in
great fright and agitation, his counte-
nance expressing terrible horror;
would advance tc the fire, take some-
thing from his belt, throw it into the

fire and it would flash like powder;
he would then appear calm,
lay down again and seem to
rest fora while but came an-
other paroxysm, followed by

the same movement as the preceed-
ing; so alternately through each
night. Whether this was the result
of some human imagination and re-
morse, of which the Indian is but Iit-
tie susceptible if at all, or from what
cause who can divine. The seventh
day of their journey the captives had
tradged under grievous burdens and
retaining more vigor than would
seem possible to those whose physi-
cal powers had never been put 1o the
severest test. They halted about one
hour bpefore sunset, ifor what cause
the prisoners were ignorant, but were
soon convinced. The Indians soon
commenced with alacrity and high
glee preparing for a torture by gath-
ering fuel, of which they built a fire,
about twenty rods from where the
{rail halted. They now went to the
forlorn group, took Isreal Baldwin in
the presence of his wife, tied him to
a stake a little distance froi the fire,
stuck his flesh full of fihe splinters,
dry and easy of ignition. They now
hrought burning brands and circular-
ing their vietim witn fire, near erough
to give severe torment and not set
the splinters on fire with which his
body was completely punctured, they
now commenced their hellish pow-
wow, now their abominable jubilee
set in in earnest. The hate of the
white man now manifested itself by
dancing around their victim, singing
meaning songs with their wild notes,
leaping and exulting, exhibiting their
immortal hatred of the white man,
gesticulations, grimaces and uncouth
dictortions of features in order to

convey to the mind of their victim

all the mental suffering and anguish
possible, which is to be consumated
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by physical torture. They now set
fire to the splinters while their victim
is writhing in all the agony and mis-
ery human flesh is heir to; thus con-
tinued until death comes to his relief.
They now seemed io be in the height
of felicity, leaping, shouling and ex-
ulting, employing their best physical
nowers, This took place in a dense
forest, a lonely, dreary place. When
ready to commence this torture, they
were very particular to inform the
prisoners what they were about to
do. They rarely spoke to the prison-
ars in Fnglish, yet in this case they
were very communicative in the lan-
enage, in order to convey to their
hosoms the most poignant grief and

terror. Tt may with propriety be said
nf them that they even refine on
eruelty. In this case their greatest

Anlight appeared to be in the egreatest
torment and suffering of their victim.
It is stated above, the prisoners sus-
tained themselves remarkably, but
just for a moment contemplate their
condition, especially the younger pris-
oners, where they had been fostered
by tenderest parents and kind and en-
during friends, and yet advancing
«till more remoie from all they held
most dear and of which they had
fresh recollection, yet having a for-
lorn hope of ever again enjoying, and
feeling sure their relatives were kill-
ed or if any living would have no
knowledge of their condition, never
expecting to enjoy the society of
their own race again, how feeble the
prospect of ever being delivered from
their inhuman tormentors, bereft of all
the comforts and endearments they
had been accustomed to receive, and
surrounded hv a race but little supe-
rior to the wild beasts of the forest
and completely at their mercy. suffer-
inz from hunger and cold. Sad is the
reverse at their tender age, their suf-
ferings, grief and privation cannot be
adeauately described on paper nor
easily imagined. They proceeded on
their journeyv after the above forture
until the ninth dav. where they met at
a point on a small river, about fifty
Indians and a number of squaws re-
turning from a similar invasion on
some frontier settlement who had
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with them a number of prisoners, two
men who they designed to torture on
their return to their home in Canada.
Here they halted for the remainder of
the day, fishing and hunting, provi-
sion being scarce with all; here they
obtained pienty of provision, such as
it was, of which all were glad to par-
take, hunger had given them a zest
for anything eatable. There, about
sunset, a quarrel commenced about
who should hold Thomas Quick as
their prisoner; each tribe claimed
him and as he had been made pris-
oner by the first party they wished to
retain him. The strife athletically
waged as the last party outnumbered
the first and perceiving how it was
likely to eventuate one of the weaker
party came to Quick, he being an
athlete and a remarkably stout young
man, and answering well to his name,
his nimbleness and agility could hard-
lv be equaled, and a foe to the In-
dian; both of these tribes strongly
suspected he had killed several Indi-
ans, which was the cause of strife be-
tween the two tribes, who should
triumph in his captivity, asked him if
he would assist them if they would
let him loose. Quick told him if he
wonld treat him more kindly he
would, to which the Indian agreed
and let him loose. Being nimble of
foot, he soon left them. As soon as
his flight was known the two tribes
unitedly pursued. They returned
about midnight, bringing neither n

oner nor scalp, being good evidence
with the prisoners that he had escap-
ed. The Indians seemed sad and
downcast, they manifesting their dis-
appointment by more severe treat-
ment of the prisoners; whether from
the uncertainty who should eventu-
allv hold him their prisoner they
made no further effort for his recov-
ery. The quarrel ceased and they
very amiably pursued their journev
together, clear through. The second
day after the junction of the two
tribes, the stronger party who con-
tended for Quick in order to allay
their thirst for cruelty and torture
whicli they meant to enjoy to satiety
in the immolation of Quick in which
thev failed, now econtented themeselves
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with ovation in causing the two pris-
oners they had in reserve to run the
gauntlet between two files of Indians,
for which they all halted about two
o’clock, P. M., on an open, smooth
piece of ground where they unitedly
formed in two files about six feet
asunder and extending about forty
rods, an Indian with a tomahawk
placed at each end, one about half
way each side of the files with each
a spear, some placed along the files
with clubs. They now brought for-
ward the prisoners, stripped them
stark naked, caused them to run back
and forward with their utmost speed.
Thev ran one way and back, receiving
no punishment except being pricked
with the spears to increase their
speed. Now cruel torture commenced
and continued until death closed the
scene; some would strike them with
elubs and receiving awful wounds
from the spears, in this manner treat-
ed as to afford but little sport for
their tormentors. They now, on
reaching one end of the files, the In-
dian there placed tomahawked and
scalped in the twinkling of an eye;
the other on approaching the other
end, met a like fate. The above per-
formance afforded the utmost delight
for the savages which they manifest-
ed in a manner peculiar to their
race, revolting to humanity, This fin-
ished, they proceeded to a dark,
dense forest, where they encamped
for the night. Here the wolves, as
thev had everv night during their en-
campment. howled and screamed yet
nmore frightful than usual. seemed to
apnproach very near to their camp.
The next dav thev nroceeded on their
route and continuing on until 1

davs iravel of their settlement, en-
camping everyv night in the woods,
nothing transpiring since the last tor-
ture more than usual experience dur-
ing their dreary march. The prison-
ers cuffered from hunger and cold, a
reiteration of same treatment so far
received from their inhuman canptors.
Seventeenth day of their captivity,
when within five days march from
their settlement in Canada, Jonathan
Mosher, the onlv man left among the
prisoners of both tribes, became so

feeble, his strength so near exhausted
from hard fare, being bound and car-
rying a load beyond his strength to
endure, being able to adance but slow-
ly, retarded their progress. Not that
they felt the least sympathy in his
sufferings, but wished to prolong his
life that they might have one to sac-
rifice when arrived at their home, as
he was the last victim to torture, for
which they extended their utmost
care of him. They unbound his limbs
and did their utmost to sustain him.
Now partially relieved, when near
night the second day of his failure,
they halted to gather grapes. When
all were busily engaged, not thinking
of his even making attempt to escape,
a chance soon offered as they had no
particular eve on him, of which he
made the best use, which was not no-
ticed until thev were gathering to
leave. when immediate search was
made. Thev designed to encamp that
ni~ht on the other side of the river,
which was near, and all were on the
alert un*il late next morning, when
they canie without prisoner or scalp.
A1l seemed vexed and disappointed,
which caused more sullenness of the
Indian and dread «f the captives.
When they left in search of the es-
cape. just noticed. thev took a direc-
tion toward a windfall which they
had passed that day. where the tim-
ber had been blown bv a vein of wind
of considerable breadth., making it
difficult to pass, thinking the prison-
er had escaped thither for shelter.
about

Theyv now started on

ten o’clock A. M., crossed the
river where canoes appeared to
have been left by them.

Here thev encamped for the remain-
der of the day and night. hunting and
fishing, replenishing their camp with
plentv of provision which was very
accentable to all and rwuich revived
the drooping spirits of the captives.
The nocturnal, hideous vells and
picfeing screams of the wolves seem-
ed to surpass that of any preceeding
nieht. making the woods resound with
their dread howl, which seemed more
intense than ever, and near proximity
to the camp which they kept up until
the break of day. The next morning
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ail proceeded in canoes about fifteen
miles, then left the stream and enter-
ed the forest. Providence had so or-
dered that they should not be grati-
fied in the torture of those intended
to be immolated on their return.
They now proceeded on to the twen-
tv-second day of their journey, when
they arrived at the setlement of the
tribe who took captive Sarah and Jo-
anna Utter, so frequently named in
this narrative, havirg encamped in
the woods twentv-one nights., The
tribe accompanving them on their re-
turn tarried with them cn the night
of the twentvsecond day of their
journey, and the day and night fol-
lowing then went to their place of
residence more interior.

CHAPTER 7.

The Prisoners Now Arrived at the
Indian Settlement in Canada, Their
Sufferings and Grievances, Their

Stationary Captivity, Duration
of, Character, Trait and Hab-
its of the Indian.—Their
Peculiar Native Cunning.

The tribes whose massacres, atroci-
ties and cruelties the author is en-
deavoring to portray, now at their
home, it will be seen display a sam-
ple of their cunning jealousy and the
disposal of their prisoners as they
had done in the selection of them, as
they placed the prisoners as distant
from each other as possible, especial-
Iy those of sanguinity and relation-
ship. in order to prevent all inter-
course or conference or contact. Wit-
ness the case of the two sisters, Sar-
ah and Joanna Utter, of whom the au-
thor is particular narrating, the first
his mother. the latter his aunt, wera
with families two miles distant
from each other, who never had an
interview but once during their sta-
tionary captivity which was of eleven
months duration. 'Their joyous meet-
ing and grievnus separation will be
mentioned in. another part of this
chapter. Sarah was given to an elder-
1y squaw, whom she was taught to
eall Suky, meaning grandmother, who
notwithstanding the cruel barbarity

of the Indian as a general character,
ever treated her adopted granddaugh-
ter kindly, the same as her own chil-
dren. 1 will state one trait of this
old squaw which scemed almost a
prodigy. Whenever the tribe went
off on such incursions as above nar-
rated, which frequently they did, this
ola squaw would pray to the great
spirit to soften and molify the hearts
of the Indians and turn them back;
she would wring her hand, apparent-
ly in great distress, exclaiming O!
the poor women and children. Thus
it. appears this child of the forest,
reared among crime, torture, murder
and every licenjiousness, appeared to
he possessed of human feelings equal
to those reared in more enlightened
circles. She was wont to pray daily,
never participating in their joy, felic-
ities and exultations in the torture of
captives. At sug> times she would
seem sad and gloomy. The author
mentions this, as considering it al-
most a prodigy in nature and fearful
such cases are rarely met. Joanna,
above nameg was given to a squaw
as an adopted daughter., from whom
she received many kindnesses, noth-
ing in particular to complain consid-
¢rine the circumstances, The fare of
the females was much more tolerable
than that of the males, as the care
of the females is committed to the
«quaws, who do not appear to be pos-
sessed of equal and refined cruelty
with that of the men. The male pris-
oners remained with the men, who
feel more the weight of the ven-
seance and cruelty. This and the
neigchboring tribes hrought prisoners
and booty from places they had dev-
astated and destroved the inhabi-
tants in cases of torture of prisoners.
They freauently invite neighboring
tribes, with which they are at peace, to
participate in their gratifications and
exultations in satiating their desire
for venzeance on the whites, which
ihey glory in the most refined cruel-

fies on such occasions. Bring an
elysium to those brutes in human
chape, the torture ended, they nr~™

finished their jubilee in a war dance,
in which the squaws seldom join.
Pandemonium being closed for ibe
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present, they retire to their respective
homes. 1 will here state <that the
squaws are treated by their husbands
with little regard or feeliing, the
whoto weight of vengeance from the
austerity and treaks of their hus
bands and subjected to the most ser-
vile toils.  All the drudgery and anv-
thing that appears like labor is plac-
«d upon them to perform, little cared
tor bv the men, totally degraded and
subject to all the cares for their sus-
tenance, thus the squaw languishes
and drags out a miserable existence.
The true character of the Indian is
that of indolence, sullenness, taciturn-
ity, unsociability, hate, revenge: in-
deed, a complication of every endow-
ment to make him odious, contempti-
ble, and despicable in the view of
civilization and refinement of oth-
er races. I will here state the
squaws, when provision among them
which is frequently the case, the
squaws will impart to prisoners a
greater allowance to the prisoners
{than to their own children, observing
at same time pale face cannot live on
as short fare as the Indian. The
priconers here for the eleven months
did net suffer as much for food as on
their journey, whether from the cause
nf becoming more accustcmed to such
fare or from their remaining station-
ary, the Indians could with less exer-
tion procure food, yet their suffering
in lack of food and other comforts
was grievous. The gloominess of
their situation possessing their minds
was grievous to an extreme beyvond
what can be adequately described.
Ae hefore observed, Sarah and Jo-
anna Utter never saw each other but
once during their stationary cantivity
in Canada. The manner of their
meeting and cause of contact was,
one was sent to hunt for a pony and
the other for a cow. On their ap-
proach, the younger Joanna saw in
the distance an object she feared
was an Indian or some wild Dbeast,
and as it appeared, advancing in a di-
rection to meet her, she became in-
timidated, turned a little aside into a
thick of underwood, where from her
covert she could observe the move-
ment of the object without herself
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being noticed. When, behold, on her
ncar approach it was her long absent
sister, Sarah., Imagine their joy at
this interview which only could be
caualed by the grief in separating
azain, They fell ir each others arms
in the most fervent embrace and de-
light, for the moment not thinking of
separating again. This long wished-
for interview could be enjoved but for
a short space, when the elder said to
the vouneer, we must part, which was
<0 heartrending to the younger that
she fell prostrate on ihe ground, anl
for a moment seemed all but lifeless,
her sister doing her utmost to recon-
cile her, telling her too long delay
frem their respective homes or knowl-
cdge of their interviev, would arouse
the suspicions of ihe Indians and
they would be seveciely punished, if
not killed. The younger could hardlv
he persunaded to a separation, beg-
ging her sister not to leave her but
accompanv her home, but the elder
clearly pointed the danger of their
zoing in conjunction to the place nf
either. The younger in a degree
calmed, and theyv separated, never ex-
necting to see each other again, sup-
posine, for which they had just rea-
<on, that their relations and acquaint-
ances all suffered in the great mas-
sacre and they left during life in dole-
ful captivity environed by woods and
wilds and their <ruel ‘*ormenfors:
how forlorn the hope of these irgant
sisters, far separate from their homes
and confident they must remain in
dreary solitude. of which if anv
friends survived, were ignorant of
their fate, destiny, locality and fare
without the least lingering hope or
the least prospect of ever being e
stored to those fond endearments and
kindnesses bestowed upon them by
fond and doting parents and Kkind
friends: with a clear recollection of
their ance juvenile plavs and bpleas-
and pastimes with joyful and en-
deared playmates of suitable age to
mutually enjoy those pleasing exer-
cises so highly prized in childhood.
T.et us for a moment think of the in-
dulgences of kind parents they had
been accustomed to meet and make
an estimate and comparison, most dis-
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tressing to their infant minds., never
before having to face adverse for-
tune of any tangibility, now suddenly
befell their lot and they bereft of all
those enjoyments and in the environs
of their location were tribes of In-
dians of similar cast, forbidding the
least hope ofany amelioration of their
condition, depressing their spirits,
whose feelings and dread would be
difficult to depict. One trait of the
Indian is to initiate the captive as
much as possible into all the habits,
usages and customs practiced and ob-
served by them respectively, in order
to prolong their nationality and rank
as long as possible, in view of the fast
decline and depreciation of their
race; who at periods, not far remote,
were the lords and chief rulers of this
fair continent, now degraded and
dwindled to but a smalli portion of
those who possess it, very humbling
to the native independence of the In-
dian:; at the same time despised and
abhorred and dreaded by all civilized
races (principally on account of their
crueltv and indiscrimination of their
enemies). As the prsoners became
more accustomed to their manner of
life, their feelings and keenest dis-
tresses might abate and become morce
obtuse, vet to the close of their cap-
tivity were severely felt, as before ob-
served, The Indian race are of a pe-
culiar cast. If they exhibit the least
satisfaction to their prisoners, it is on
account of the progress they make in
imitationg their habits and manner
of life. The author, failing in his at-
temni to portray the horror and awful
feelings of the captives, as he can-
noi find language adequate to the
task, would beg to be excused and
leave the subject for the consideration
of the intelligent reader. Eleven
months having now elapsed since
their stationary captivity and about
twelve since they left their homes,
and the captives ignorant of any ex-
crtions used for their deliveryv and
nothing affording them the least hope
of amelioration of their condition or
ever again hearing the chant of civ-
{lization, and doomed to drag out a
forlorn, dreary existence with those
dread monsters in human shape, most

depressing to the spirits of the cap-
tives. 1t might here be stated of the
Indian, one of his moods and partic-
ular habits is, when he is hungry he
is cross, morose, irritable and im-
placable until he can gratify himself
in eating his satiety, when he will be
quiet, dormant, inert and docile until
another paroxysm of hunger. The In-
dian does not accustom himself to
any restraint; inflexible in everything,
he determines especially revenge.
They display their native cunning and
forethought in the selection of their
prisoners (unless for torture) by se-
lecting those who are rot old enough
to effect their escape and those old
enough not to be burdensome,

CHAPTER 8.
Exchange of Prisoners at Niagara,
Their Transfer from British

Agent to the Mayor of the
City of New York, Their
Restoration to Their
Relatives After an
Absence of Thir.
teen Months.

After a lapse of about twelve
months the prisoners were brought to
Niagara, exchange of prisoners hav-
ing been agreed upon between France
and Ingland. In this Sir William
Johnson had a direet agency. This
took place in Seplember, 1758, at
which place the two sisters, Sarah
and Joanna Utter, were informed by
a young man (a Brilish soldier) of
the death of their brothers, Moses
and Abraham, whose narrow escape
of the massacre at Pennsylvania was
noticed in a preceding  chapter.
Moses, the elder, had died soon after
the massacre. Abraham was buried
at Niagara, just four davs previous to
the arrival of the prisoners. He died
of what was then called camp distem-
per (now dysentery). After the des-
truction of their homes and massacre
of their friends, became to reap ven-
egeance on the auther of their desola-
tion and joined the army and met the
fate above mentioned. Abraham.
abhove mentioned, was a Lieutenant in
the British service, who during his
last illness was attended by the voung
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muan above mentioned, whou received
as compensation all that remained to
him. The youn: man accompanied
them to the grave of their brother
and also showed his unitorm, sword,
watch and various articles that re-
mained to him, expressed a kind wish
to divide with them thai they might

he possessed of some relic
as o a memorial and memento
of their brother, which if it

could have been preserved till more
mature age would have been a choice
relic of inestimable value: however
willing or disposed, he doubied of be-
ing of any avail to the children who
were to be transported t¢ New York
hefore meetng their relatives, so he
kept all. The prisoners collectively
were in numbers about ninety, most-
lv children. The last of September,
the train of prisoners set it fur New
York, where the - arrived the 10th
day ol October, 17:.8, who by the
Mayor was caused to parade the
streets daily, that theyv might recog-
nize or be recognized by friends.
When so recognized, the Mavor would
allow them to depart. They had re-
mained there but a few days when
Mr. Adams, brother-in-law to Sarah
and Joanna Utter, seeing their names
in a newspaner, immediately started
for New York. When he met the
lrain in the streets, he passed Sarah,
the elder, without the recognition of
either:; on passing the vounger, Jo-
anna, she hastened to him, exclaimed
“Goond T.ord, here is our Joe!” on
which the train halted and Sarah ap-
nroached and inetantly recognized
him, the Mavor, being satisfied bv this
interview, gave leave of depart-
nre. Mr. Adams took them to his
horme in Dutchess county, State of
New York, having been absent from
their friends about thirteen months.,
When brought to New York, when
above noted, thev were habited in
Indian eustom; thev had partially
forgotten their wvernacular language,
but retained sufficient knowledge of
it s0 to speak and understand toler-
ablv well. Thev had acquired manv
nf the Indian traits and habits, which
at this time was verv familiar with
them, which, however, was soon ef-

faced from different associations and
care of friends.

CHAPTER 9.

Sarah and Joanna Utter, so Frequent-
lv Named in This Narrative, Now
Restored to Their Relatives,
Their Marriages, Places
of Residence Before
and After Marriage
and Their Deaths,

Sarah and Joanna Utter continued
to reside with brothers-in-law,
Joseph Adams and Titus Husted, be-
fore the massacre and captivity of
Mr. Utter’s family, as stated in a pre-
vious chapters of this treatise. Sarah
mearried at the age of twenty-four,
her husband’s name was Sunderland
Pattison, who was a tanner oy trade,
which he established in Aremenia,
State of New York, which he
pursued for a number of years, when
he turned hie attention to farming.
These were the parents of the -
and here he was born the thirteenth
day. February, 1782.

My father purchased a tract of wild
land in Rensselaerville, County of Al-
banyv, State of New York, moved on
it. At this time thev had four living

children, viz.: Sunderland, Thomas
(lTast named mnow in his eightieth

year), Sarah and Margaret.. The
countrv new and just beginning to
settle at this time. The next year
after harvest, the Dutch settlers, who
formed the greater portion of the in-
hahitants, in celebrating harvest
home fired guns in different direc-
tione through the dav as the firing
ceonfinued in the evening (I mention
this merely to show you how lasting
impressions are made in early life),
myv mother became frightened and
terrified to the degree the family
were unable to persuade her to tarry
in the house and insisted the In-
dians were destroying the settlement,
tried to persuade all to leave. Find-
ing she could not nrevail, she retired
to an unfrequented, elevated place,
where she could watch a sentinel,
where she continued through the
night, where the family who were
able visited her by turns until morn-
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ing. As the settlement advanced, she
became more reconciled to her home
and her fears in a measure abated,
yvet the hate, dread and fear of In-
dizns continued during life, She died
in Rensselaerville at the age of fifty
vears, having six living children; two,
Lydia and Harriet, were born in Rens-
selaerville; her husband died in Elba,
Genesse County, New York, at the age
of eighty-four years. Joanna married
at the age of twenty-six years; her
husband’s name was Martin Sluzer, a
German by birth, settled in the town-
ship of Providence, Countyv of Sara-
toga, in the State of New York, where
both died, he at the age of ninety-sev-
en, and she at the age of ninety-two.
Thus the author has given in this
chapter of the closing scene& of the
two sisters, whose early sufferings he
has in part thought not adequately
nertraved in the preceding part of this
history, would here state that David
Harras, of whom mention is made in
a previous chapter, and who was a
fellow prisoner of the two sisters,
whose eventful lives are our principal
«ubject of this mnarrative, in after
time lived in Rensselaerville, near
neighbor to my father, some twelve
vears, from whom in conversation

with my mother and others familiar
with the circumstances here related,
the author has directly derived his
knowledge of the facts here set forth,
the author feeling s«uch inferest as
hardly able to lay down his pen, and
hopes the charitable reader will over-
look and excuse any incoherence, in-
congruity, moinenty, tautology, or
lack of proper stvle of diction, as the
author has not sought embellishment
or references from any author or
freatice, only wishing to set ferth the
facts here treated of in as clear light
as possible, and treating this grave
subject and facts with deference they
justly merit hoping it mayv be perused
with something like the interest and
close application in eliciting the facts
here set forth {o those of more ad-
vanced vears with whom much here
related they may have been familiar
and have a perfect reminiscence, and
the vouth, whn mav desire knowledge
of their ancestors and what hanp«-
and befell them in their day, and
amount of toil and suffering they en-
dnred to establish the happiesi gov-
ernment ever happened any people on
earth under the ausnices of which
to this day their posterity have flour-
ished.
THOMAS PATTISON.






