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PREFAGE.

‘Sometime ago it bemme apparent that if -the early
hlthIy of our ancestors was to be plCSGl‘VPd to com-
ing. gqn_el_atlons the work of gathering up the_
“material must be done before it becomes so scatteled:
and lost, as to render it difficult, if not lmpobalble to
‘get it toocther'm a connectt,d and satisfactory form.

Wnth this end in view the wutu with the. h&uty
co-operation of those mteleatcd 1) th]b w 01L has
undertaken to oathel up this material (md put, it
in a darable foun for preservation.” The work has
been found even 0104101 than at first antlu pated, and
has llleglv.ecl_ much time, labor and expense to ac-
conal)lislj;

- It has been the (design to have every one (,ntltled to a
place in this book, duly Y 1e(,0frnuad and 1if any names
_are found to be left out, it is. becausc they were over-
looked or could not be obttuned .

All who have helped 1n thls work by klnd]y Words_
of encoul ‘mement 01' more subbtantml aid, w111 please
accept the most crmteful acknowledcments of the

- WRITER.






Introdagiory Chapter.

N WRITING up the early history of our ances-
- tors, there are many things that have a general
application. The people who. first settled here were
poor and sought to better their condition in a new part
of the country, where land was plenty and cheap. A
few, not finding desirable locations or becoming dis-
couraged with the prospects before. them, sold out as
best. they could and went elsewhere. The families to
~which this history principally relates were a notable
‘excéption, as all the: original farms and homes, but
one, are still retained in the family names. :
In this part of Franklin —the east side of the pond
—the land was mostly a wilderness when taken up by
our ancestors. They all had to commence alike;
there was the land to clear of the timber before
any crops could be raised, the primitive buildings—
“generally a log house and barn—to be erected, roads
to ‘build and such other kinds of work to be done.
'They were a sturdy race, and each year witnessed .an
addition to the land cleared and crops raised. -They
were neighborly and helped each other, ‘,‘cha,nging-
work,” as it was termed. -The chopping and logging
bee was a frequent occurence and the best of good
will prevailed. . '
The first, thing to do was. to get rid of the tlmber
and it was put in heaps and burned, the ashes saved
and made into potash, which- may be styled the first
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product of - the farms for sale.: - A yoke of oxen were
a necessity, and gradually from the one cow the num-.
ber increased as the yeurs went Dy; while a flock of
sheep. was to be found on every farm, from the: wool
of which the thrifty housewife cardet; spun “and
wove cloth for family nuse and to sell. Flax -was also
raised and made into. tlnead tow and linen cloth,
In most of these homes can now be found some of the
spinning wheels, looms, and otlier fixtures employed
by these pioneers in their work, all of which should
be preserved as mementoes of past generations.

These men -and women. had to enduré much of
hmdslnp -privation and self-denial, incident to a new
conntry, and they did it cheerfully, in anticipation of
a better condition of things in-the future, Mills and
stores were few and far away. The little produce
they could spare above the family -nceds was ex-
changed at the store for merchandise, until uas the
years- went by, the farmer conld carry his butter,
cheese, pork and potash to St. Johns or Montreal, as
a more suitable market.

There was not much ‘tax at first to apply on road-
making, but roads were a_ necessity, so first one
and. then. another would mal\e a bee, and thus the
work went on. It was pretty difficnlt, as may be
supposed, making roads in these days; where the land
was full of stumps and rocks, with frequent swampy
places to go around or make causeways over. I have
-heaid my father say they would put two yokes of
oxen on the scraper, one to pull the other out of the
mud, - while those who held the scraper would “go
barefoot, with pants rolled up as far as possible. -

But those men came to stay as long as the Lord
should permit them to live, so their work was not
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alone for the present or themscl\ es, but had reference
to the future and the welfare of thiose wl'iohshou]d fol-
low them. Early, the school housé—a log éne—was
a prominent feature in the little settluneut, and. the
district school of great value to the’ commumty'
Here a large: pa‘t of the education of qu]te a propm-
tlon of th(, children. was obtained, and it Wis no
mean education either, as the methods of instr uction
in the elemcntaly bxanehes pmsuul 11(,1(, were very
'thmouoh (md practical. RN S |
These early settlers were s also lellolom, and as thoy
commenced to malke for themselves homes in this new
country, they .m.moed for the w mslup of God. 'This
was first commenced in the log school house and has
been maintained ever since. ’L‘hc reader is referred
to u historical sketeh of. the Methodist church in
South Franklin, to be i_ound in the last part of this
book. |
In this sketch of the Towle family, and of those
families. with -which they inter-married, there are some
things worthy of note. They have been, and con-
tinue to be, lur ocly farmers, but comparatively few
Leing engaged in other occupatwns. That they have
ever ‘been mdust1 ious, law-abiding and peaceable citi-
zens, may be inferred from the fact of almost entire
absence of litigation. I cannot recall any suit-at-law.
to which any member of the Towle family has been
a party: From the first, they have been largely en-
trusted with the most important town and church
oftfices where they live. I do not say this. for effeét'
but simply state a fuct, as showing the esteem in
which they have been held and the conﬁdence placed
in' them. Taking the entire list .of 11‘Ln1es_(11_eax'ly
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four hundred) included in this work, it may be con-
sidered somewhat remarkable that so large a propor-
tion have been, and are wnnected \\lth some church
organization.

: They_ are not what may be termed a ¢ political
family,” yet they have the interests and welfare of
their country at heart, are zealous for their rights and
proud of the record of grand old Vermont.

- Note.—Unless otherwise notcd the residenceé of persons
mentioned in this book will be undcx stood as being in tl*e town
of Franklin, Vt.



30ME PREVIOUS HISTORY.

Fﬁ MANY YEARS it had generally been under-
stood that little or nothing was known of the
ancestors of Reuben Towle, Sr., beyond the ehristian
-names of his parents and the place where he was born
and passed his boyhood. ~ It has been a source of
regret to the present oenemtxon -that something of
this kind should not lhave been preserved. Most
fortunately’and - opportunely, information has been
obtained that traces the family ble to one Plulhp
Towle, who came from. LnoLmd in 1640 and settled
in. 1lampton, Province-of New Hampshire.
"~ We are indebted to Amos Towle, I8sq., of Boston,
for the genealogy of the Towle ;__f_a,nnl) from Phillip
Towle down to Jonathan, fatherl_"q_f Reuben Towle,
Sr., as obtained from records found at Iampton,
Ne\s Hampshire. | o

From these,-it isfound, that Phillip Towle was horn
in England about 16186, married Isabella, . cldest
d: mghtel of Francis Asten of Colchester, England.
They were said to have been zealous Profestunts; and
possibly came to this country, as did:the Puritans, for
greater religious -liberty.. They had nine chillren,
from ome of-whom, Caleb, our branch of -the fumily
descends.. ..Phillip-Towle died December 19th, 1696,
-a,ged,_'eiglligy years..
~ Cualeb was. born May 14th, 16785 April 1st, 1698,
married Zipporah Brackett; and died September 20th,
1763, .aged eighty-five years. Caleb had eleven child-
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ren, of whom, Anthony is in our line of ancestors.
He was born April 80th, 1703, and November 7th,

1733, married Sarah Hobbs ’l hey lived in. Chester,

N. H. , and had a family of ton children, one of whom
was Jonathan, father of Reuben Towle. He was born
in 1739, and here the records of this -branch of, the
Towle family could be ‘traced no- farther by “Amos
Towle, to whom we aré mdcbted for the abovc im-
portant information. . _ |

‘Since commencing this work, access has bcen h.u]
to. a histery of the old town of Chester, N..H., ¢x-
tending from 1719 to 1369, and from thlb i3 u‘xtheled
some statistics of the Towle family, as.u considerable
number lived in this: town. Among the original
grantees of the town are found the namies of” Phillip,
Buq.unm Caleb and Ant;hony ow]e ’J‘he -.g'i-_:_mt
was made in 1722 | -

Caleb; son of Phillip, and great- gmnd father of
euben "Lowle, appears to have acted an important
part in the organization of the +own and afterward.
They were loyal men and their numes. hcquentl) ap-
pear in the military. records of the town, both in the
French war and that of the Revolution.  Severul,
Brackett, - Simon and. Williai, ‘belonged to Gen.
Stark’s brigude and very likely were at the battle -of
-Benmnoton The name of Reuben ‘I'owle; our im-
mediate ancestor, occurs as one of the SOldlCl‘S from
Chester in the war of the Revolution. - After the
death of Washington, commcemorative services. were
held in Chester, and Capt. Abraham Towle had
charge of ‘the military éscort. In a plan of the Pres-
‘byterian ehurch, perhaps the -first--one in town,
erected previous to 1753, is found a seat. belonging to
Anthony Towle.
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OvurTLiINE HisTorRY
——OF —

The Family and Deseendants of Reuben Towle.

UO\TATIIAN ’l‘OWLL father of Reuben, lived
2) in Chester, N. II.; and married a Mrs. Ann
Robie.” Reuben Towle, so. fur usis known, was the
only son, if not child, from this marriage. lke was
born October 24th, 1762, As is mldustood-,-he was
brought up with ‘the Robie children— by a previous
i1_1-211‘1'@:-_1ge_¥'—-a11(1% always chierished the kindest regards
for them. -Some of the descendants-of this Robie
family now live in Franklin, and possibly in other
parts of the county.
Not much isknuWn of the early life of our anccs-
r,-Reuben Towle. He learned the ‘trade of tanner
mmd currier, and J onathan Towle of Enosburgh Falls
has in his possession a pocket book made by hin,
probably while working at this trade. On one side is
the name of the town in which he hved Chester, Iin
raised letters. Ile could not have worked at this
occupation very many years, for at the early age of
sixteen he enlisted as a soldier in.the war of the Rev-
olution,  But little is Lnown of his experience during
his service in the army.” . He wag, however, at West
Point when the tm-itbrous Arnold undertook -to
deliver that important post to the British.. IHe was
herc taken sick with ' the fever aud ague, and Gen.
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Washington visited and talked very kindly to the boy
soldier. At the close of the campaign,, he returned
home without pay, sick and on foot, reduced to the
necessity of begging for food and lodging on the way.

Not discouraged by such an experience  as this, he
again enlisted -and ser ved through -another campaign.

He afterward. received a pension for lis services in
the. war. - I remember when a young boy, of seeing
the .gun,. wooden, canteen and other. accoutrements,
carried by our ancestor when in the service of his-
country,.but, like him, these have long since passed
from view; but the soldier, and the $ervice he ren-
dered, are not forgotten. | |

The next we know; of him he had removed.tb-_En--
field, N. II., where he married Sarals, daughter of
Theophilus Clongh. This must have been during
the year 1786, but the exact date is not known. Ie-
settled on a farm located at the south end of what
was then known as ““ Enfield Pond,” the land extend-
ing to the shore:  This is not far from the Shaker
scttlements, which at that time were at the height
of ‘their prosperity and were a farorite visiting place
for the children of the neighborood. IHere their
children were born ‘md 1ca1ed w1th names and dates
as follows:

- Anu R., June 17th 1787 ; Theophllus, ’\Lu ch dOth
1790; Elizabeth, May 16th, 1792; Sarah, February
4th, 1795; Dorothy, April : 211(1 1798 ; Jonathan,
May 8th, 1802; Reuben, Jr., January 14, 180+,

During the time that Reuben Towleé lived here, he
not only engaged in farming, but took an-.active purt
in town affairs, being for a time town ¢lerk.. 1lis
- wite was an intelligent woman, and is-said.to have
assisted him in this work.
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About this time he became interested in religious
matters and united with the Cougregational church.

Angust 25th, 1808, his cldest daughter, Ann R.,
was married to. I'ristam C. Coleord of Candia. Not.
long after, they rcmioved to the southern. part of
Franklin, then Huntsburgh, Vt., and scttled on land
now forming purt of the farm of W. J. Towle, living
in a log hou:e a little to the north-west from where
the f‘um-hoube now stands. ILere, their only child,
Betsey L., was born, July &th, ]bl N
~While h,vmg here, Mrs. Colcord’s father and mothu
made theni a visit, cdnunw on horseback fmm En-
field, a distance of some-on¢ hundréd and - thirty
miles, and at a time when the roads, -w hel -there
were any, were very poor. Mrs. Towle was an (\cel-_
lent horsewoman, and is described as m.d\mo a4 line
appeirance.wlen in the mddle.‘ -
* I'his family remained unbroken but:a short tine,
ds a fever. mdde its appearance early in 1813, and
"Pristum Coleord -died from it May 15th; being only
a little over twenty-nine yours, old. ~ At that time
there was Do - bmymcr ground in tais nuohbmhood :
neither clergyman to‘be obtained t5 attend the. funcl-
al, so a man ‘known as ““Elder Dean,” from Lhe fact
the he sometlmes officiated on sucn occasions, made a
praycr and then the remains were taken to Sheldon,
drawn.. on an:ox-sled, .and buucd not Lu hom the
_South T]'ankhn railroad station. _

Mrs.. Co]cmd’s father came from New Hampshne
and took his d.mcrhter and grand-daughter home, and
while on the way .the wagon was overturned and
being thrown down an embankment the danghter
suffered the dislocation of both wrists, and in this
sad eondition made the remainder of the journey.
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Theophilus,' oldest son of Reuben Towle, when
eighteen years old, drove an ox-team with aload of
houschold goods for. Tristum C. Co]cmd in the
winter from Enfield to I’L‘mkhn It took several
days to make the trip, and with the rough roads and
deep snow was anything but a pleasant journey.
Now the distance can_be traversed in half-a-day.

August 27th, 1812, Theophilus. married Deborah,
daughter of William and Eunice Miller of Candia.
‘While living in Entield their first child, Harrison,
was born, sometlme 1n 1813, but dled when only a
few days old.
 T'hey -moved to Franklin in Mareh, 1814, and for a
while lived in the hounse formerly occupied by T. C.
Colcord. Hue, James C. was born, December 22nd,
1814. Soon after, they moved onto the farm across
‘the ““beaver meadow,” as it ‘was called, ‘which he had
previously purchased and where his grand-son, Geco.
M. Towle, now lives. - This fzu'-m. contuins.'two hund.
red and fifty acres. - - |
© We will now go back to ]mhe]d waen Towle,
Sr. having become financially iivolved, as the result
of being surety for a friend, was under’ the neccssny
of selling his farm and’ emlo‘mtmg to a newer part of
the country, where land was cheap, and as between
some portion of the West and Northern Vermont, he
chose the latter, and sometime during the year 1815,
at the age of fifty-three, moved fo l*mnl\hn where
one’ daughtel and son had a,hea,dy preceded him. He
Tere took the farm, a small one, left vacant by the
death of ‘his son-in-law, T. C. Colcord, and on which
he ever after continued to live. .Ile built the main
part of the house near by and made -additions to the
original farm.
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He was an industrious man and possessed, in
good degree, those qualities that are so quickly
recognized and made use of by neighbors and towns-
men. He was an acting Justice of the Peace and
represented the town in the Lefuslatme in 1822 and
1823. His wife. was an _ intelligent and capable
woman and they were much estcemed in the com:
‘munity in ‘which they lived.
~ Those of my generation well 1emember “grand-
father’s and ‘grandmother’s room” in the old home,
‘where the cluldlen and nexrrhbou: were wont to as-
semble. for an hour’s chat or more e\tend(,d visit.
Those were truly ¢ good old tnnca,’f where the klnd?
liest of fuelm«T pxe\uuled and - of which ‘may the
niemory ever be green.

The youngest son lived on the home furm, while
the othel tivo and two of the d‘mrrhtel 3, when married,
“on furms adjoining, and the othu two only about two.
miles away, as will be seen imther along.

The years plss quickly by, and the wife of our
revered ancestor was called to the better land.  In
the family Bible, now nearly. a hundled years. old,
may be found the tollowuw 1nscuptxon made by the
bereaved husband. |

_““Sarah Towle, my beloved wite, died March. 7th,
1843, aged seventy-nine ycars, ter months and fifteen
days” _ , el S

He lived a few yeéars longer and -died  in great
‘peace, .although suffering from the sorest- aﬁhctlon,
cancer in.the f ace, Septembel 15th, 1849; in- the
eighty-seventh year of his age.
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THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

Theophilus and Debmal Towle.

We now return to the history of the family of Theo-
philus Towle, a small part of which has heen previ-
ously given. After removing to. their new home on
the farm adjoining tliat of his father’s on the east,
the following children were born: ~Caroline, May

17th, 1818; John J., October 8ch, 1821; William
ILunson Janu ary 21st, 1627; J-onatlmn', 2nd, Octo-
ber 12th, 1828. -

- Like the others ot the first b(‘ttlels hc (onunencul
in the forest, which required years of hard labor to
tmnatmm into cultivated fields. During the year
1833 t;lm searlet fever, then a new disease and better
known as the “(,anlxu and- rash,” prevailed in the
'newhboxhood with fatal effect, and several homes
were made desolate “by the death of some child.
Their son, William H. died of -this disease, J‘mu(u 'y
3rd, 1833, being about six yeurs old.

The only duuizhter, Caroline, was an dccomphshed
young lady, highly 1csp(,(,ted m ‘the community and
useful in the church, but after a short illness-she was
called to the better land, Jdnualy oOth 1847, in the
tweuty-ninth year of her age.. . |
- Theophilus Towie died “March 31st, 1869, aged
seventy-nine years: Ilis wife, Deborah, 11vu1 several
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years longer with “her son, Jonathan Towle, who
finally succeeded to the home far 1i1 dying January
12th, 1878, aged eighty-five years.

This worthy couple were counected with the Metho-
dist church here for many years, being niémbers of
the first” class ‘of seven, formed in 1821, and along”
with those of their generation, labored earnestly and
faithfully for the social .md spiritual welfare of those
among w hom they hved |

The Fa'm/'/y of. _James._C., Anna_and Mary -A. Towle.

James C., the oldest son, married Anna Chaplin, of
Berkshire, September 22nd, 1844. . lIe had previ-
ously purchased the south half of his father’s farm
and erceted a house thercon. But for u little time
only was he permitted to enjoy the society of his
beloved wife, for death came suddenly and on March
26th, 1845, she bade him adien and went to her
eternal home.

June 17th, 1845, he married Mary E., diughter of
Alson Judd. Ilere their oldest child, S(,th M., was
born, August 21st, 1847. - Sometime dmmo the
following year hic sold his farm to his brother, John
J., and purchased one adjoining on‘the cast, but sit-
nated in the town of Berkshire. - Ileré their other
children were born, Mary A., August 10th, 1850;
Ella R. and Emma 1., twins, May 7th; 1854, and
James C., Jr., October 15th, 1856:  Emma T. died
January 25th, 1855, a little past one year old, and her
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twin sister, Ella R., February 24th, 1871, when
nearly -seventeen years old. |

James C. wus an industrious and thrifty farmer,
his landed property comprising two- hundred and
fitty-five acres. Ile was .intrusted with important
town and church offices and ‘possessed, in a good de-
gree, the confidence of those with whom le associated.
After a long and painfnl illness he paséed- away in
- great peace, April 29th, 1883, in the’ seventy-ninth
.year of his age. - His wife, Mary, lived a few. years
-longér and then joined the departed ones, passing
away August 24th, 1885, being not quite fifty- seven
years old.

The oldest son, Seth M., married Aurie C., daugh-
ter of Iorace Iwins, ot ‘Berkshire, Octobel 1Sth,
1871. ~ For a time he was n the mercantile business
at Berkshire Center, but in 1873 he removed to
Enosburgh Falls and engaged in the same.business
there. He was ‘a -noble Christian young  man, with
flattering: prospects ‘for the future; but in the sum-
~mer of 1875 he was stricken down with the fevel,
“from the effects of which he died, August 26th, 1875,
aged twenty-eight years._ . ITis wife is now hvmo in
Bakersfield.

The only surviving daughter, Mary A., was mar-
ried to Warren N. Willey, October 2nd, 1883. Ile
purchased the farm. of one hundred and sixty acres,
“south of his father’s and just within the town of
‘Sheldon, where they continue to reside.. They have
“two children, Marion A., born October 25th, 1885,
and Caroline A., July lxth 1890.

James C., Jr., the youngest child, married Lillian
o, daughtel of Almyr Phelps of Berkshire, Janu-
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ary 10th, 1877. He lives on.the home farm and has
been quite e\tensnely erigaged, until lately, ‘in the
manufacture of creamery butte1 buymg, sclhng, ete:
Of their children, Lillian A. was born April 27th,
1879 and dicd May 30th, 1880. Vera M., born J une
29th, 1881; Seth C., Malch“slst ']885 Nellie . b
October ‘)()th 1884 dled May "Sth, 1b80

James C., like othels of the young men of his
generation, is ‘being ca,lled ‘upon for 1esponmble ser-
vice_in town and church, and it is but just to.say,
they are hu thful to the trust commltted to them

The Family Of,Joﬁn_'J. and Mercy M. Towle.

John J,, sccond §on of Theol)hllus and Deborah
Towle, ma,nled \[elcy M Mason of Sheldon, Ma)
29th, 1850, and’ settled down on the’ farm previously
purchased of ‘his brother, James C. Towle. Ilere
their oldest’ (,hlld William Mason, was born, ])eccm-
ber 21st, 1851.  Soon afterward bz sold to his young-
er blothel Jonathan, and- pulc] wsed - what was then
known us the “Butlel farm,” in Sheldon, about one
and one-half miles west from bnosbulgh Falls.  Here
Harrison W. was born May 7th, 1858, ‘and Phebe M.,
August 16th, 1880.

Although farming was to be their chosen occupa-
tion, both John and his’ wife had been e\peuenced
school tea,chels, and (Aul_*y ICbOIVLd to. give their chil-
dren as hbeml an educatlon as- then meuns would_
allow, in 01de1 to as t.u as possible miore plopeﬂ) fit
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them for :their avocations in life. “Their .oldest son,
Wlllmm M. grad uated at the Johnson Normal School,
attended the ‘Methodist Semlntuv at’ Montpelier, and
afterward graduated from the School of Technology
in Worcester, Muss., in the department of Mechani-
cal Engineering, in 1877. - Afterward, for u time, was
in company with A. 1. Mz [anley of - Lnosbulgh Falls.
Iie went from here in 18.54 and has sinee becen in
Terre Ha,ute, Indiana, Itlmcq and bymcuse N. Y.,
where he had 1)1ohtable positions. s now in \I.ms-
field,  Ohio, where he is supeuntcndent in encrlne
'u rorks, dnmnhtsm(m, tester of cngmes etc

‘Harrison W.; the second son, remains on the. farm,
of which he ]](lb charge. He m.uued Charlotte E.,
'd‘mghtm of Albut l&ettell of Sheldon, October llth
1888. = She was one of ainml) of twelve clnldlen
all living. Lucy A., theu only c]nld was born Octo-
ber loth 1889, II(, is an enthusmstlc furmer.
~This farm contains 217 acres and is- very ploduc-
tive. Excellent bulldlnws have. becn erected thercon
and the father had been gcttmo thmgs in rcadiness
for the son. who' succeeds him. ~But he was not
destmed to longD cnjoy the iru1ts of his labm for
disease. claimed lim as ‘its own, ‘md ‘gradually.
descendm g to the vall(,) of the shadow ” he passed:
over the river, leaving tac beat of. evidence -behind
that he was at’ 1est He was clobely 1dult111cd with
the interests of the town of Sheldon and of the
M(,thodlst ClllllCh at Enosburgh Falls, of which he
was a mombel lhs death occurred Auoust 3rd,
1889, in the mxty-elohth year of his age.. His wife
'1emams on the farm, along with. hel son. ITarrison.
“"'I'hé" only daughter, Phebe M., graduated at the
‘St. Albans High School in the class of 1882 and was
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engaged here a year-as tea,chex "Has since been at-
tending a: State Normaul School in Oswego, N. Y.,
from W]nch she. graduated during the -winter of 1391
and 92. - She:is now in college at ]%11_1111_1_gt_on.

The Family of Jonathan Towle, 2nd, Sophia H.
éng/ Lovisa S. Towle;

Jonathan, younoebt son of 'l‘hcoplnlus and Deborah
-lowlc ‘married .Suphm 1L, daughter of - lluny Bow-
man, June Ist, 1848, As Mr. Bowman’s name w i1l
frequently occur in this- work, it wilk he. proper here
to state that he ‘was one of the carly scttlers in this
part of the town and was elected “to the Legislature
in 1837 and 38.

These <lnl(heu were boxn to Jonathan and Sophia
lowlc Henry H., Junc 28th ]bii), died -March

_31d, 1850. Adahne S. and .Caroline M., twins, born

November 25th, 1852 Gco-r-ge M., Séptember 21st,
18595 Lucia E., beptembcr".()bh_, 1861 ; and Guy L.,
September 26th, 1870.- "His- wife, Sophia, died - Au-
gust 30th, 1884, aged fifty-four years -Mareh 17th,
1885, he m‘uuu] Lovisa: 8., daughter of the late
J. G. Welch of Sheldon. In-1889 lie 1;,1110\(,_(1_ to
Enosburgh Talls and’ erected a diei'ing house on
Orchard.street. -Here their. child, Laura A., was
born, October 13th, 1889 Mr. Towle was a promi-
nent -citizen of 111¢m]\l.1n, an acting Justice of the
Peace and active worker in the church. 1lle is at
present.-.onc of the officersof the Methodist church
at Enosburgh Falls.
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Georoe M., oldest son of Jonathan and Sophla
'lowle, remains on the old farm. He married Jennie
L:, danghter of the late Abner Davis of Enosburgh
Fal}s, November 18th, 1884 They. have two chil-
dren, Sophia R., born Scptember R6th, 1886 and Elva
J., June 14th, 1888 He 1s acting Justice of ‘the
‘Peace and . present supcnntendent of the Sabbath
school in this place.
~ Adaline S. wus marr ied to Andrew Colton, Decem-
_ber 17th, 1872. They lived, at first, ‘with Charles
Colton of South Franklin, Ilerc their son, Charles
J., was born, September 23rd, 1873. They afterward
removed to Charlestown, Mass., whele their daughter .
Eva was born, February lbth, 1876. Part of the
time since they have lived in Enosbugh [Iulls; but
‘are now back again in Charlestown, where Andrew is
‘in compuny w1th Charles Butler in an extensive
trucking business. Their son (J_lld.lleb will graduate
from the Boy’s' English High ‘School in June, 1892,
and daughter Eva from the Grammar School at the
same time; then she \"vi;ll' enter the Iligh School.
She. is fond of music, vocal and instrumental, and.
will probably enter the N. E. Conservatory of Music
in Boston, sometime during 1892.

- Caroline M., twin sister of Adalire S., was married
to Allen ])r.upex of Berkshire, Octobe™ 26th, 1879. For
a time they lived in Charlestown, M 183., where their
Afirst child, Harry I., was born Decemba 30th, 1880.
Ella M. was born in Franklin, March 4th, 1883, and
John B., April 8th, 1887, They are at present living
upon the farm of E. N. Judd, in South Berkshire.

- ILucia BE. was married to Clarence A. Welch of
Sheldon, March 12th, 1885. He lives upon the furm
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which his father and grand-futher occupicd before
him, and like one of old cansay: ¢The lines have
fallen to me in places and I have a goodly heritage.’”
Guy as yet remains unmarried and lives at Knosburgh
Falls. | |
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THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

Jonathan and Lorena Towle.

- Jonathan, second son of Retben and Sarah Towle,
was thirteen years old when he came with his father’s
family from Enfield, N. II..to Franklin. e spent
liis earlier yeurs on the home farm. = At the agc of
cighteen, with only twenty-five cents in his pocket,
he started on foot for Jericho, Chittenden county,
where he apprenticed himself for. three years to Jon-
athan Goodhue, to learn the trade of carpenter and
joiner. At the end of “this term he returned to
Franklin, and for scveral years.worked at his trade.
There are several houses still standing in this part of
the town that he bnilt. Ile also .taught school
winters in .the old log school house.. Ile purchased,
during. this time, halfp lot of land of Samuel Hub-
bard, one of the gravcees of the towi, adjoining his
father’s: on - the north, on. which he made.a small
clearing and built a house. April 19th, 1831, he
marriel Lorena, daughter of John Daines of Cam-
bridge and grand-daughter of Elias Babcock, a soldier
of the Revolution, and settled down -to-farming.
March 3rd, ‘1832, their first <hild, Edwin R., was
‘born, but was permitted to bless their home only for
a brief -tinie','beiﬁgs- one of the vietims of the scarlet
fever that prevailed the following winter, of which he
-died January -8th, 1833. . - August 1st, 1833, the
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second ‘son,” Edwin R., was born; Susan L.; April
4th,-1836 and Muhala C., October 28th, 1842,
Jonathan Towle did 1iof, to any extent, follow his
trade after his marriage, but devoted himself  with
much energy and persistence to his farm. . He was
much interested in this occupdtion, was.an miclhoent
and industrions worker, laboring not only for present
results, but for the future weltare of his. children who'
should suceeed hima.  With others of -his family, he
was trusted with alfairs in town and church, in which.
he held responsible positions.
It used to be the custom in the early history of the
settlers, at the raising of buildings, to furnish liguer,
of which all who wished partool. But about tifty
years ago Lh(,_-iep]mg became apparent among somie,
tlrat the custom was wrong in principle and practice,
and should be abandoned. - It required some. conrage
to go dgainst this old-time practice, but 1t was done:
The building, a lnu n, is still st: Lndmo on the then
farm of Jonathan Towle, the first’ building raised
without the aid of ram. There were those present,
it is said, who most carnestly hoped tlie scheme
would. not .succeed, but it did. There were deter-
‘mined men in- the matter, who mew their cause was
just, and their strength as well w3’ courage was equal
to the occasion, and as the consequence, th(, bmldmcr
‘went up and the opposers were defeated. |
He and his wife labored earnestly and tuthtully
together to give their children the:best educational
advantages their means would allow, and to advance
their best material and moral interests. | - ’
1le did not attain unto the age of his fathers but
passed peacefully away December 30th, 1863, in the
sixty-second year of his wuge.
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The only. hvmcr son, Edwin R. l‘owle remained
upou the .mcestml farm. and sought to carry forward
the work his father had commenced. " Febr nary 14th,
1806 he manxcd Calolme E. Truax. Two children
were born to them, IIennan E., April 2nd, 1862;
and bdme beptembel 17th, 1865. .

Bunor somewhat of a literary tum of mmd he n
ear] y hfe commenccd to write for varions pubheatlons
and for many years: has been aoneultuml edlt(n of
the St. Albans Messencrel | : |
~ From 1881 to 1886 he Was a member of the State
Board of Agueultme .md in various ways has sought
to advance the 1nterests of the occupation, which has
desc ended to him f] oM i ]unfr line of ancestors.

is oldest son, Herman L married Jeume S.,
daughter of the late William btcmley, a pwmment_
farmer of the nelghbmhood October 2nd, 1883. He
is ussociated with his father upou. the farm. They
have two. (,hlhhen, Arlan S, born Oc tobu 8th ]Sba,
and Maude C., July 17th, 1890. -
© Tor several y&us the younger son, E. J., wus_ with
F: . Twitchell & Co., St. Albans, but at_.t__li-i.s_ time
is at home.

For several years Susan -L., oldest daughter of
Jonathan and Lorena Towle,:was engaged in teach-
ing, but December 2nd, 1861, was married to Caleb
Ladd of Corinth. For a few yaars they lived on a
farm north of the homestead and wheré their only
child, Charles H., was born, August 24th, 1872.

From here they removed to a farm near East
Highgate. Here Mr. Ladd died July 22nd, -1878,
aged forty years. This farm was sold soon afterward,
and November 26th, 1878, Susan L. Ladd was mar-
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ried to George E. Pomeroy. (Further history em-
braced with that of the Pomeroy family.) Ier son,
Charles H. Ladd, is in the employ of the Franklin
Qounty Creamery Association. |

Mahala C., youngest daughter, was married to
Benjamin A. Beatty, son of .J. W ‘Beatty, October
12th, 1864 They took up their residence on what
used to. be l\nown as the William Hammond farm, K
half-mile east from the, South T'ranklin stahon, 11
Sheldon. —Here their‘only child, hmmett_ B.; was
born- April 14th, 1868. Mr. Beatty is a large land-
owner, having some six hundred acres in Slieldon and
Franklin. - For several years he has belonged to the
board of selectmen of the town and been acting Jus-
tice of : the Pcace.

The wife of Jonathan Towle, our mother; lived
with' her daughter, Mrs. Beatty, for several jears
previons:to 1880 und where she died after a buet 111-
ness, Apul 18th, aged 69 yeals o

Their son, Emmett E., manlul Dora K., daufrhtu
of C. 1I. Hastings of St. Armand West, ]’ Q. He
is associated with his father in business ¢nd is also in
the employ-of the St.” Albans Creamery Co.



28

THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

—OF—

Reuben Towle, Jr. and Jarcissus Towle.

Reuben Towle, Jr. was the youngest son of Reuben
‘and Sarah Towle. - In accordunce -with a universal
custom —being the youngest son-—he remained with
the p: arents and cared for them in their dcclxnm‘r
years. - lle married Narcissus, dauohtu of Samuel
Stanley, a farmer of the nelohbmhood and one of a
family of twelve, all of whom married and had fam-
ilies -of their own. The date of this marriage is
unknown, as. it cannot be found among the records
of the :family, but it is supposed to be sometinie
during the mouth of January, 18925,

“To-them were born the following children ; Jay,
September .17th, .1826, died August .1llth, 1834 ;
lneuben 3rd, July 11th, 1828; Ann ]L., July loth
831 ¢ June, Octoler 2nd, 1833 ; William:Jay, Decem-
bel 22nd, 1835 ; S:rah 1., March 13th, 1841 ; Ermina
N., IFebruary 14th, 1843_
" Reuben Towle, Jr.; wis an active, genial man, an
‘excellent neighbor and trusted citizen, @ind: when he
died May 7th, 1857, at the early age .of fifty-three
years, the community and the chmch Whele he lived
suffered-a great loss.

He belonged to that stur dy, seli-l eliant class of men

and women, who, with limited: resources, conquered
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difficulties, overcame obstacles and .established for
themselves and. their -descendants, s ‘name and in-
heritance that is destined to live long after they had
passed on to the generation of their fathers.

The Family of William J. and Caroline M. Towle.

At thls time his youngest son, Wﬂham Jay, had
only recently, March: 5th, 1857, married Caroline M.,
daughter of Lathrop Marsh, a prominent citizen of
this part- of the town. Ile wasof the third gener-
ation to occupy the ancestral farm and lrome. It has
since been enlarged ‘so that at present ‘it contains
three hundred and sixty ac1eb

These are their children : - Reuben M., born Au-
gust 19th, 1858 ;- Julia L., February 13th, 1864 and
-Carml L., July 18th, 1867.

1\.1101sbus wife of Reuben Towle, Jr. was married
to Henry Bowman, July 3rd, 1859.  They lived with
W. J. Towle dumw the lemamdel of  their lives..
Henry Bowman__dle_d_ ‘April 19th, 1871, in the eigh-
tieth year of his-iige, and Nareissus, his wife, April
28th, 1889, aged nearly eighty-seven yeurs, being tlie
last one of her generét’ion connceted with the Towle
family, S
~ Julia L., the-only daughtér of W. J. and C. M.
Towle, a-most amiable and beloved young. lady,
‘despite “all that conld be done to: avert the fell de-
stroyer, died of consnmption. prtember 5th, 1883,in
the nineteenth' year -of her age.” Her memory ' is
cherished most tenderly. by family and friends.
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The.boys, Reuben and Laum, are as yet unnnurxed
and at home with their parents.. |

Reuben has travelled extensively over the co.untry
in the pursuit of business und -pleasare. - W. J.
one of the leading men of the town and is much
respected for hls lntoonty and ability.

e s e e e

The Family of Reuben Towle, 3rd, Eliza A.
and Clara f7'o’W/e§

Reuben: Towle, 3rd, oldest hvmg son of Reuben,
Jr. and Narcissus ’J‘ow]e, married for his first wife,
Eliza A., daughter of the late J. TI. Button of Swan-
ton, . anmuy 31st, 1650. At first he settled on ‘the
north part of his father’s far m, where new buildings
had been erected foru home. Ilere his-oldest child,
Iliram B., was borw, January 1st, 1851. 'In a little
more than a year the young wife and mother died
after only a few days’ illness, PFebruary 2nd, 1852,
aged twenty-two. years.

He was married the second time to Clara, duughter
of Henry Bowman, Septemlier 9th, 1852. In 1858
he purchased the farm formerly owned by Rev. Deter
Chase,  in the neighborhool; and where they now
live. The c]uldlen from this marriage are William
H., born 1December 20th 18545 Eliza C., May 6th,
180‘) and Martha S., Snptember 26th, 1868. M.
Towle has had much experience in town affairs’ and
was elected represéntative in 1884.
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His second son, William H., married Emma S.,
daughter of - William Stanley, January 4th, 1876.
He occupies the farm, a most, exccllent. one, of one
hundred and fifty .acres, with hrs father, and at.
present belongs to the board of selectmen of the
town. = Their children arc Emma Belle, born March
12th, - 1b77 Bdward S., Janucuy 18th, 1881, and
Wilbur II., April 1st, 1887

- Iiram- B ., only son.of ‘Reuben, 3rd, and Eliza A.
Towle, married for his first wife Aura: Wilder of
Sheldon, June 27th, 1872. . They settled on the
Hiram Bowman farm which, with additions, makes
the total amount of land owned here 115 ucres.  Ias
also’an interest in a farm in Iairfield.  The children
of this marriage are- ‘\lthlll R., born July 2Ist,
1873 ; (reorge 1. , September 4th, 18¢o and Rolland
W., .beptem'l.)er_ 24_1:}1, 1877.  After ‘a long illness,
patiently endured, the young wife and .mother eom--
mitted her little family to the tender Shepherd’s care,
bade them adieu and passed over the river, October
6th, 1880, in the twenty-eigth year of her age.

Juné 22nd, 1881, H. B. Towle. wus married the
second time to -Altha R.; daughter of Myron Hurl-
bert of Sheldon. These children have been born to
them: I-Ltil'dw-'B'._. January 7th. 1884 and Grace R.,
July 5th, 1885. |

Eliza C., oldest daughter of 'R. and .. Towle, was
married to Walter S. Robie, August 30th, 1877, This
family traces back to that of Mrs. Ann- Robie, who
married our. ancestor, Reuben Towle. They remain
on the farm formerly owned by the fauther, W. C.
Robie, our present town clerk.  This is an excgllcnt
farm of one hundred acres and Walter S. is much
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1nte1 ested in his ocenpation. As-will be séen, he has
a goodly number of boys for supporters in his work.
The children are William C., born July 31st, 1878;
Clara E., June 24th, 1880+ Beuben Olin,‘ beptembcl“
15th, 1882 TFred W;, .hnuary 1st, 1887; Wesley
N, 1*eb1ua1y_\‘)__.51d 1891... Mr. and -Mrs.. Robie-are
held . in -high 'esteem-ﬁinéchmch and neighborhood
where they live. .

Martha ., younfrest daughter of R. and C. Towle,
“is a well educated young lady and successful school
_teachel Jhaving taught sixtcen terms.

The Family of Rev: L. L-and Ann R. ( Towle ) Green.

~ Ann h, oldcst daughter of Reuben and Narcissus
Towle, was- married to Lemon L. Green of B(,l“lx shire,
March 23rd, 1848.  Ior a few years they lived ona
small farm in South Bukshne ~ Mr. Green is a
Methodist local uumstel, and a portion of his time
“has- been occup1ed in preaching. While living here
their oldest ¢hild, Adelia M., wus born, Ali(rust 3rd,

1849, Sometime after this- i;he) removed to Chateau-
gay, N. Y., where he was employ ed in far ming und
- preaching. Here Alice S. was horn Jewnuary 17th,
' 1856'and Emily 8., April 22nd, 1858, - Next went to
Bombay, N. Y., _“:h_ue Buel_A Was bom_ Januar y
10th, 1863.

" 'The next and last remove was to their present
" location, I‘01t Jackson, N. Y., made about twenty-
‘five years ago. . llere the rest o_f their children were
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born : Ida M., May 14th, 1867; Eva M. Apul R6th,
186‘) and Hallow D., January 31d 1872.

During most of tlns time Mr. Glecn has preached,
‘either in his own town or others near by, and . in ad-
dition has followed: the occupation of farming.

Their oldest danghter, Adelia M., was married to
Silas I3, Ilasclton of Fort Jackson, date not given.
‘They live on a farm near by her father’s and have the
following goodly row .of children: Jay E., born
September 28th,-1870; Lennie W., March 7th, 1872 ;
- Georgia M., January 5th, 18745 EFrank C., January.
‘R4th, 1876 ; Silas F., March ’-Lth, 1878; Pearl J.,
April’ 6th, 1880; Harry S., June 28th, 1852; Fred
A., June 19th, 1884; died l)ocembcr 25th, lSSo
' Allce M., th(, second daughter, was married to
Ierbert B. Colcoxd of I'ranklin, Janu.uy lmh 1883.
“(Sce history of the Coleord fumily.) -

Emily -S. was nnnn_,gd to . Hibbard S.- b‘tzuﬂ.uy,'
November - 21st,” 1886... They- have - two' children,
Anna M., born in Berkshire, February 9th, 1838 and
Philo H., in South IFranklin, October 25th, 1890.
They are now 11v1n<r on a furm adjoining that of his
father’s-on the ecast, and about one-half mile from
West Berkshire.-

- Buel; the oldest son, married Ilelen Chittenden of
Fort Jackson,. October::22nd, 1887. ."They h avqf one
child, : May, born in Berkshire, May -22nd, 1889.

Daring the summer season he is in the employ of the
Franklin. County: Creamery Associatio:.

" The.fourth-daughter, May, was ruarricd to-Reuben
T, Button of Swanton, De(embm 19th,-1888. Now
live in St. Albans. __ -

Eva M., fifth daughter, was mzu'i'.ied to '-Geox_‘ge.
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Miller, of Fort Jackson, October 8th, 1890. 'They
have one child, Anna M., born July 206th, 1891

The Family of Harlow and Jane A. (Towle) Button,

Jane A., sccond daughtér of Reuben and Narcissus
Towle, was mairied to 1larlow Button, of Swanton,
.March 20th, 1853.' Ile was a son of the late J. H.
Button. Their children are Bliza A., born January
4th, 1854; Ermina L., January 23rd, 1858; John

, J uly 14th 1863 ; Reuben T., December - 23rd,
bbi Ilarlow, Jr., Iuly 2nd, 187’ L
T hen first home was.on a farm a little distance to
the north from where- his father then lived. . 1le
afterward purchased the home farm to which he
made additions until his rcal estate amounted to six
hundred acres. Ile was onc of the first to cmploy
the, qen ufu oul’ method for obtaining the:cream from
milk' i Franklin’ county. Commenced with his own
dairy at first, running separator with a one-horse
power;, and gradually cnlarging his operations until
he had some -half-a-dozen separators at different
pomts, making all of the butter at the home farm.
On the organization of the Frauklin County Cream-
ery Association, his business with-that of ‘others was
:merged in' that of the aSbOClchIOIl, .md of “‘which 'he
is ‘one of the corporators and officers. In 1891 he
removed to the Porter Brainerd farm in St."Albans,
-nmow belonging to the astociatiox, and of which he
1s at present superintendent.
“The oldest daughter, Eliza - A., was married to
Joseph Irwin of Sheldon, March 7th, 1872. Their
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children are Ralph, born July 2, 1874; Mina J.,
Jannary 25th, 1878; "Archie, February 20th, 1880
and Pear]l, March 13th, 1834, . Is by occupation ‘o
farmer and lives in Sheldon. - .
Efmina L., second daughter, ‘was married to-
Orange Pease, of Swanton, March 20th, 1879. She
died May 9th, 1886, aged twenty-eight years. |
John H., eldest son, married Nellie Mitchell, of
Sheldon, January 17th, 1885. They have three chil-
dren, Jay I, born October 1st, 1886 ; Mina J., J uly'
18th, 1888 and Arthur L., March 10th, 1889." John
has a farm of two-hundred acres.in Sheldon, and has’
been honored by his town with important trusts. Ile
is at present manager of the James M. Foss farm, at
St.- Albans Bay. - .
Reuben, second son married May, daughter of
Rev. L. L. Green, of Fort Jack_soﬁ,-N .. Y., Décember
19th, 1588. Is at present in the employ of the
Franklin County Creamer y Assocmtlon and hves in
bt “Albans.

The Family of Ashley E. and Sarah C. ( Towls ) Weloh.

Sarah C., third daughter-of Reuben and Narcissus
Towle, was married to Ashley E. Welch, of Sheldon,
June 28th, 1860. For a time they lived on the farm
now owned by W N. Willey, near the Franklin line.
Here Ida K. was born December 1st, 1861, and died
March 13th, 1865; Mina L., born. August 13th,
1866 and William S., .September 6th, 1869.
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A considerable number of years ago they sold their
Sheldon farm and purchased one of one hundred and
twenty-six acres in Morristown, foux miles from the
village of Morrisville, where they now live;

Their daughter, Mina L., wus married to Edward
Johnson, of Frankliu, October 4th, 1858, They live
on the home farm of Gen. C. T.. Marsh, and have one
child, Mary A. , born November 10th, 1889,

Their only.son,-_-Willian_l S. is on the furm with his
parents. -

The Family of Reuben and Ermina N.
( Towle ) C/;aﬁ‘ee

I‘lmma N. younuost chxld of ]eu-b'é_n’. and Nar-

cissus Towle, was married to Reuben Chadfee, of Berk-
shire, October 12th, 1864. For a short time they
lived with his father, banmd Chalfee, on the home
farm and where their f‘xst child; William J., was born,
August 30th, 1865. They removed to._t_he.south part
of Enosburgh, near Bakersfield, in 1867 and- pur-
chased their present farm. Ilere their other children
werc¢ born: Nellie A., May 29th, 1873 ; Flora M.,
June 3rd, 1879 and 110]1111 September ‘)th 1880:
- Mr. Chaffee has an’ excellent farm of eighty-four
acres and is earnestly devoted to his occupation. For
‘several years he was superintendent of the-schools of
the town.

Wm. J., their oldest son, married Carrie L. Hod-
- ges, of Dnosbulgh February 5th; 1887. They have
two children, Katie L., bomealch 3rd, 1888 and
Eva M., May 5th, 188¢.They live on a farm of one
hundred and sixty-seven acres near his father’s.
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THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS.

—O0OF —

John C.and AnnR. (Towle) Colcord.

Mys. Ann R. Colcord was married to John C. Col-
cou] brother oi her first hubband Tristuam C., for
which see previous history, beptembel 18th; 1814
The Coleord family were natives, of T homton, N II
John C. removed to ank}m, Vt., some time previous
to his marriage,. and pmclmsed 4 tract of land south
of Reuben Towle’s, where he liad been making some
1mp10venu,nts ‘and herc thev made their home." ; “The
farm is now in possession of uson and gmnd -son, John
and H. B. Lolcmd These children were born to
them : IIemyC "August 29th, 1816 ; George, June

12th, 1820 ; died February 23rd, ]825 John born
Apnl 18Lh 1822; Maria, »Septembel z()th 1826 ;

Sarah T., September 25th, 1828; George, June 2nd,
1831. '

Mr. Colcord and his wife were industrious and
careful people, looked well to the ways of their
household, and left a goodly herlt.,tge both in tem-
poral and splrltual things. Although ¢ a, man of most
excellent judgment and a carefnl manager, Mr.
Colcord was very retired in hlS ways, accepting few
responsible positions in town or church affairs, pre-
ferring that others should have the responsibility and
the hOIlOI‘ if there-wus "d.u_y'
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The daughter, Maria, a most estimable young lady,
died in early life, April 2nd, 1847, in- the twenty-
first year of her age. |

A singular incident is connected with her- death
and that of some other young ladies of the nelghbm- |
hood. Her mother some time previously had dreamed -
of sceing a team, with two white horses, drive out of
the yard of the nearest neighbor, who was & carpen--
ter and joiner, and, us was, the custom in those days,
a manufacturer of coflins. In it were four young
ladies, including Maria. - Within the year, the four
had died, and their coflins were made-at this house.,

- The wife and mother died July 25th; 1856, in th(,
seventieth year of her dge. She was a most -zeulous
Christian woman and a member of the first Meth
odist class formed 1n this place. Her husband, Joln
C., lived to @ good old age, and died in hope of a
glonoub immortality, February 18th, 1869, aged
eighty-two years. |

The Family of _J_o/m and Sy/w'a P. Colcord.

John, second son ‘ot J. C. and A°R. Coldord, nmiar-
‘ried-Sylvia Pledentu daughterof: Eben Bowman, of
“Westford, June 7th, 1849, IIe remained with” hls
-parents’on the farm. “Here these children were born
‘to them : -Bdward C., September 4th, 1851; Fran-
cis C., December 3rd, 1853 ; Herbert B., Febrnary
- 16th, 1856 ; John Cortes, March 18th, 1858 ; Hannah
- Annette, June 15th; 1361,
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Mr Coleord has been entrusted with the prineipal
town offices and was elected R cpresentative to the’
Legislature in 1863 and 1864. 1las also been an
active member and official in the church, v1th whlch
he has beén connected for over half a century.

His son, Herbert B., married Alice S. daughtel of
Rev. L. L. Green, of I‘mtJackson N.- 1 , January
16th, 1877, They live on the home farm and have
_t\\o"childlcn Elmer ‘E., born- May 8th, 1880, and
Julia I., November 26th 1884..

de.ud C., the oldest son, went to Wlllhunspozt
Penn., in 1873, and has ever since beeén in the em-
ploy ot his uncle, B. C. Bowman, an extensive man-
ufacturer and dealer in lumber. -March 12th, 1884,
he married Mary A. McMmmal of . Wllha,mbpmt
They have four children: Edward C., Jr., born
‘January 15th, 1885; Francis C., Mirch ,3‘)th 1886 ;
Sylvia P., June 1Uth ]668, and Ll_locn_e i, Oqtobu
22nd, 18‘)1 |

‘He is at present in St. Albans, West Virginia,
where is located a branch of the business of B. C.
Bowman &. Co., bearing. the name of - ¢«Coal River
Boom and Duvmg Co.,” alumbering enterprise, and
is treasurer of the company.

Ttisa plmsule to record the success of our young
men who leave the old homes and seek their fortunes
elsewhere. - It is also gratifying to know that they
cherish the most kindly regard and memory f01 the
homes and friends of their youth | -
~ Francis C., the second son, was for a time in
.Springfield, thls state, and later in Orange, Mass.
With fair prospects . before him, he was compu]led
from feeble Leaith, to 1e11nqmsh his busmess and re-
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turn to the home of his father. Ie had been en-
gaged to marry Miss Anna S. Shattuck, of Athol,
Mass., which event took place at St. Albans, January
30th, 1883. The young wife was only permitted. to
care for her husband a very little time, as he died of
that most- flattering and insidious of diseuases,. con-
suinption, February 27th, 1883, in the thirticth
jear of his age.

The youngest son, John Cortes, spent his boyhood
at home, but soon after coming of age, in company
with a young man from Sheldon went to Oregon, on
the Pacific coast, where he has since contmued to
live. Ior several years he and lis friend oncra,%d in
farming pulbuxts but at present- Cortes is ]nmu in
Newberg, near Portland, and belongs to the firm of
Maris & Colcor d, managers of a BOdld of Imnuum-
‘tion.  August 21st, 1890, he married Sadie Cox, of
Mc'\lmnnlle They have one. child, Ula b “born
‘October 19th, 1891: .

Iannah Annctte, only. dMthtel of J. -and S P
Coleord, wis married to ]Ldaon A. Libby, of Enos-
burgh Falls, January 15th, 1887, They have two
children, Sarah A., born June 13th, 1889, and Prudie
M., June 12th,.1891. llis business .is that of doing
team work.

The Family of Enoch and Betsey T.
(Colcord ) Pomeroy.

Betsey T., only. child of I'. C. and A. R. Colcord,
was married to, Linoch Pomuoy, February 16th, 1837.
‘e was a sorof Dr. Enoch Poincroy, one of the first
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settlers and physicians in the part of the town where
he lived. Enoch settled on a farm just 'south from
his fathel 8, now owned by C. W. Pccklmm contain-
ing some one hundred and fifty dcres. Tley had the
followmc chlldlen (;andace P., born Deédember
15th, 1837 ; George E March 19th 1840 ; Mary A.
.\Toveml)u ]9th ‘1844 Luna L., Septembel " ’Gth-
1846.

All of the children were educated at the Franklin
Academy and. ‘1ttended a l*lell(,h school in Canada..

Mary A. omduated at the Newbury Seminary and.
afterward was a teacher here, until the school -was re-
moved to Montpehel in 1868, where she was engag ed
aS teachex for several y&us - Succeeding this, she had
charge of the academy at Franklin for several . terms,
and was superintendent of the schools of the town
for a number of years.- In 1878 she accompanied
oﬁe of the celebrated Tourgee -excursions to Lurope,
visiting England and the Continent, going as far as
Rome. For-a long time she has been interested in
‘the work of the Womau s Foreign Missionary Society,
oecupynw 1mp01tant posmons in the m«rmuatwn
and at present is with her sister, Mrs. C. Temple n
St. Albans.

Luna L., the youngest daughter, died -August 20th,
1870, aded twenty-tlnee years. A young lady ‘much
‘esteemed, her sun went down while it was yet -morn-
ing, but only to rise in bnorhtness on the “othel
sho1c ‘ |

Candace P., oldest -daughter, was united-in' nar-
riage to Chauncey Temple, September 23rd, 1875.
His occupation for many years has been purchasing,
-baling and sel:ug hay, in ‘which he is doing a large
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business. - He represented the town in 1882, and was-
elected lay delegate, by the Vermont Confercnce of
the M. E. Church, to the Grenerul (Joni‘erence which
was held in New York in 1888. Sevcml years. since,
he removed to St. Albans, and M1s Betsey IPomeroy,
the oldest living replesentttne .of the Towle family,
now eighty years old, lives withi them. - They have
only one child, Luna C., born June 6th, 1877,
 Enoch Pomeroy died March 18th, 1875, in the
’seveuty -third year of his age.

. George E., only son of D‘noch'and Betsey T. Pom-
eloy, nmnled Lydia E., daughter of Descon Caspar
Hibbard, of St. Armand, P. Q lic,blmuy](}th 1870.
‘Hehad p1ev10usly purchased a farm of one hundred
and fifty acres, adjoining that of his father-on the
West, and erected a commodious house.’ There were
two children by this marriage, Luna E., born October
25¢h, 1871 ‘and Iibbard G., January 20th, 1878
Soon after f_he birth of her la'st'. chil’d",--"the' mother
passed to that bourne from whicli no traveller returns,
her death occurring Janmuy 29th, 1878, inthe thirty-
ninth year of Ther age.

November 206th, ]878 GeoweE Pomeloy married

Mrs. Susan L. Ladd o
- The daughter, Luna, is being educated at the Ver-
mont Academy, Saxtons River, from wlnch she will.
graduate during the sammer of 1892. |
- George Pomewy and wifc are dctive membels of-
society and of the church to which they belong.
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The Family of Henry C. and Lestina E. Colcord.

Henry C., oldest son of J. C.and A. R. Colcord,
learned the trade of blucksmithi, of Isaac Fletcher, of
West Berkshire. Later on, September 27th, 1844
he married his daughter; Lestina E. Fletcher, then
of Plymonth, this state. At first they settled on a
farm which now forms a part of the onc owned by
Mrs, ‘Lydia A. Hibbard. Here their first child, Caro-
line D., was born, Febr nary 4th, 1847. -Not: long
afte_r.thcy ‘removed to South Berkshire, having pﬁr.-
chased the farm now owned by Mr. Gaines. Here,
Zina H. was born, I\LW 5th, - 1850 ;- Joseph E;,-szu"-
ary 1st, 1855 ; “died, March 14th, 1855; Anna K.,
born January- 14th, '1857; Betsey, May ~1bt 1859 ;
died*June 15th, 1859, , |

Caroline D., the oldest child, died June 23rd,
186(}, aged nineteeu years. The family suffered a
great loss: in her death, as she was a fine Christian
young lady.

Succeeding this event, Mr. Colcord changed resi-
dences several times, Jiving in Berkshire; (Lmada and
Franklin, following the occupation of t.ummrr, and
finally died in K1 .mkhn July 3rd,- 1884, aged:-sixty-
seven years. He was a respected  citizen and trivsty
official in 'the Methodist church, of which' he‘had
long heen a’ membel

IIm w1fe Lestnm E., died at the home of ‘her son,
Zina, i West Belkshne, June 21st, 1889, a,hed sixty-
four years.’

Zina H., ouly'surviving son of H. C.-and L. E.
‘Coleord, man'lcd Jennie M., daughter of Edward
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Fay, of West Berkshu e, ‘Lbout December 20th, 1869.
For several .ycars he lived at this place, but is now In
‘Everett, Mass., where he is engaged in a ba,lxer)

Their children are Bernie I‘ born March 4th,
1873 ; dled beptembel 1874 ; _Cd.lll(, E., born Sep-
tembex 1_1(_:_]1 1877, and Lena M., May 31st, 1883.

Amnie E.; only surviving dauohtel of H. C. and
L. E. Colcord, was manled to John L. Whltm,y,-
February 6th, 1875. They live in East Franklin, and
“he is a carpenter by trade and teacher of vocal music.
* They have.had the following children: Lulu G.,
born Junuary 29th, 1877; Maude H., March 9th,
1878; Nellie. C., July -31st, 1880; Glenna P., May
9th, 1882; died March 4th; 1883; Henry K., Janu-
‘ary R+ith, 1884 ; Ldith M., beptembcl llth ISSo
Bernice, March 24th, 1887 ; died October 27th, 1837 ;
Orloff H., born February 21st, 1891; died February
"26th, 1891:

The Family of Joshua W. and Sarah T.
( Co/cb_"ﬂc/ ) Peckhém.

Sarah T, youngest daucrhtel of J. C. and A. R.
Colcmd was married. to Joshu‘m W.. Peckh‘mm, June
Gth, 1854, They lived on a farm now owned by

ithan Vincent, about one and. one-half miles north
of Franklin Center. Only one child was born to
‘them, Charles W., April 3rd, 1856. Mr. Peckham
lived but a few years, to care for his family and the
church, of which he ‘was a faithful member and
steward, .dyl_n_g November __2_5_th 11860, aged tlu_x_'ty-one
years.
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Mrs. Peckham was married d second time to L. D.
Roberts, of Fairfax, March 4th, 1866. “She lived here
until her death, which occurred Apul 30th 1884 1in
the fifty-scventh year of her age.

Charles W. Peckham, her son and on]y chﬂd mar-
ried Annette, d.tuOhtel of Abram Titemore, of St.
Armand, P. Q.,. Scntunbel 24th, 1878. He had
pwvmusly puldmsed the Enoch Pomeroy farm,. and
where they continue to reside.. He is an intelligent
farmer and tr usted citizen of the town.

The 'Fami/y_".of" ‘George, Permelia C.
and Martha Colcord.

(reorye, youngest son of J. (. and A. R, Coleord,’
married for his first wife, "Pel'r'ncli.m C. Earle, of Burke,
N. Y., August 5th, 1835. TFor a COllbldOlable time
'thev hved on a farm in South Ber kshire, where these
chlldlen were born: Maria- M., Xuﬂust_Sth 1856 ;
Ida M., April 5th, 1858; died March 22nd, 1862;
.Lil'lizui A., January 9th, 1861 ; Barle, February 24th,
1864. | ' |
- Permelia C., wife of George Colcord, died January
21st, 1866, anred nearly thirty years. -

~ March 12th, 1867, he was married the second tlme
to Martha, daughter of Alexander Armstrong, of St.
Armand, P. Q. Afterthis he lived for some years
on a farm in the north-west part of Berkshire.
These children were born to them: Rarnest J., July
'27th, 1868; Ameclia J., December 29th, 1871 ; Grace,
December 20th, 1875.
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For:several years past, Mr. Colcord has been work-
ing at the trade of carpenter and builder, in Minne-
apolis, Minn.. -

The oldest daughter, Maria M., was married to
A. D. Whitney, October 20th, 1876. (See history of
the family of Alloway and Elizabeth Whitney.).

- Lillian A. was married to Henry E. Dewing; Feb-
ruary -20th, 1879. (For additional history, see Dew-
ing family.) | |
-~ Earle, the oldest son of George and. Permelia C.
Colcord, married. Luey. R., daughter of the late Calvin
Hammond, November 21st, 1884, "They live on what
used to:be known as the Iliram Darling farm, near
East Franklin. They have one child, Alma .M., born
November 22nd, 1885.

" Earnest J., son of George and Martha Colcord,
mairied Bertha B. Stetson, of Berkshire, September
9th, 1887. They have one child, Carl O., born-Scp-
tember 28th, 1888. ~ They now live in Richford, and
his occupation 1s that of  curpenter.
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THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

_...'OE:_.

Dolphus and Elizabeth (Towle) Dewing.

Elizabeth, second daughter-of Reuben and Sarah
Towle, was married to- Dolphus Dewing, October
15th, 1818. D_._o_]phus' Dewing wag-born in--Hartford,
Conu., and. whcn'only' two years old, his fauther, Capt.
Luke Dewing, removed to Sheldon. . After marriage,
they settled on the farm now occupied by his sou,
Dolphus Dewing, Jr. e was a blacksmith by trade,
and-followed that business in.connection ivith furin-
ing.  Two or three men had tr ied previously to get a
living here and failed, but with industry, diligence
and good calculation, Mr. Dewing acquired a farm of
four hundred acres and left a large property at his
death., These chll(hen were born to them: Surah
A., Auoust 11th, 1819; Lydia B., May 3rd, 1822;
LOHI sil, Apul ’Oth 1Q24 ]1‘lua,b(,th TFebruary 1(»th
1826 ; Dolphus Jr., M‘uch 21st, 1828 ; Diana, -Au-
gust. 23rd, 1830 ; Calohne M., I‘(,bumry 18th, 1835.

Mr. Dewm0 leplesented thie town in 1842, and was
for quite a term of years Justice of the Peace. He
was a successful business man and prominent. membu
of the Episcopal ChLllCh, and -lived and died in- its
tellowship. His death occuned suddenly, of heart
disease, March 22nd, 1864, at the age of seventy
-years. . His wife,_rE'l izabeth, lived just one year lotiger,
dying March 22nd, 1865, aged seventy-three-years.
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The Family of Dolphus, Jr. and Sarah Dewing.

Dolphus, Jr., only son of Dolphus and Elizabeth
Dewing, married Sarali, daughter of Dolphus Colton,
January 29th, 1854. He lives on the old farm and is
a man of inflience in the. town and clnuch, and,
withal, a good farmer. Their children are Henry E.,
born June 9th, 1857 ; Carrie M., January Srd' "18'62 |
and Charles D., April 29th, 1865.

* Henry L. the oldest son, married Lllhan A., dmOh—
ter of Georue Colcord, February 20, 1879 He lives
with-his father on the furm, as also '_c_lo' t]_ie other two
children, not yet married. - Théy have two children,
Herman A., born January 12, 1884, and ‘Karnest,
May 11, 1886.

Family of " Ai and Sarah A (Dewing) Pearson.

Sarah A. oldest dau rrhtel of Dolphus and Elizabeth
Dewing, was married to Ai Pearson, December 18,
1836. He was a son of Dr. Enos Pearson, one .of the
early settlels on - the. east side of the pond comiug
from Star ]\belO, in 1827.

e prdctlced medicine f01 a time and settled on a
farmi that is still 1etamed in the. f.mnly ‘Hisson, Aj,
sncceeded to the farm, and in addition pm chased the
orie on the north side.

Their Chlldl en were Cullen, born June, 30, 1838
- died August 1840 ; Lydia A., born: July 19, 1840. and
'Betsey E., May 19, 1853.
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A few years later, on Apnl 15, 1854, the wife and
mother passed away, in the thirty-fifth year of her age.

January 17, 1863, Ai Pearson married Jane J
Buzzell. He 1epresented the town in 1867. The
year following he removed to the village of West
Bérkshire. He was ot permitted to hve here long,
as he died suddenly, December 11, 1868, in the snt;-
third year of his age. The family and eommunity
suffered a great loss ip his death, as he was a genial,
kmd hear ted -man, liked by every one.

Tt seems very sin nruLu that three men. all connected
by blood and marriage, with farms &dJommg—-Dol-
phue Dewmg, \Vll]lam A., and Ai Pezuson should die
so suddenly, appalcutly from the same cause—he.ut
disease—and all on the same da) of the wcel\, and
nearly the same honr of the day. The first died at
home, the second while on a visit to his daughter, and
the last on the road near where B. Whltney hveb

Lydia A., oldest daughter of Ai and Sarah A
Pearson, was married January 22, 1862, to Whitman
S. Hibbard, of St. Armand, P. Q. Here Anna M.
was born, November 15, 1862, and Mary J., June 22,
1366. | | .

In 1869, the farm occupled here was sold, and the
one owiled by Ai Pearson, contammcr two hundled
and twenty acres, purchaséd. Their )oungest child,
Grace P., was born here November 19,.1870. . Mr.
Hibbard was an intelligent farmer and- good cmzen
but he died at the early age of foxty—tlnee Yyears,
Aucrust 31, 1882, ) - '

.' l‘he children were well edueated Anna. and ‘\Ialy
gr aduatmg at.the St. J ohnsbuly Amdemy, and Glace
at the Union school in the same town.



~ Anna M. was'married to Marshall M. Hungerford,
of Swanton, June 25, 1888. - Mrs. Hibbard and her
two other daughters are at present living on the
falm

~ Betsey E., second daughter of Ai and Sarah A.
Pearson, was married to Wmslow E. Yaw, of Bu]\-
shire,. beptcmbel 12, 1870.. (For -additional hlstmy
see Yaw family.) Aitel the death of her first hus-
band, which occurred Janmuy 4, 1875, she was
nmuled to Loyal II. btowe, of Berkshire, October 18,
1876. - They own the farm of two. hundred and five
acres previously occuplcd by S. A. Stowe, a mile south
from West . Berkshire.. They have one child, Anna
L., born July 29, 1882.. Are now living at . .West

Berkshire. e isa steward of the ‘\Ietho(hst chuu h
at this place.

‘Family of Henry H. and Louisa (Dewing) Bowman.

- Louisa, third daughter of Dolphus and. Elizabeth
Dewing, was-married to Henry H. Bowman, October
21st, 1844. For a considerable number of years
they lived on the farm where his father, Henry Bow-
man, had settled .:m,'a.u.y years before. Ilere these
children were born to them:  Rosina E., May 9th,
1851, and Emma L., July 10th, 1858. During the
last few years : that "\Ir Bowman lived in anl\lm,
he was enggged in purchasing pr oduce, largely butter,
for the Boston market. = After removing to St.
Albans, in 1808 he contmued in the same busmess
on a more extensive scale. 'l‘hey had one child,
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chry H., born herc, J uly ldth, 1862, ‘but he lived
only a:shert time to gladden their hearts-and home
dying May 3rd, 1864.. '

Mr. Bowman was an mtdlment and honorable
business man, accumulatmg cons1demblc property
and t‘mkmo an active part in town and’ church afffma.
He was' duector in the First National Bank, and
vestry man in St. Luke’s churcl. He ched July 13th,
1882, in the suty-.foulth year of hisage.

The oldest danghter, Rosina L., was married Octo-
ber 21st, 1884, to Isuac $. Borley, of ‘St. Albans.

Mr. Borley is-a native of England, was™cducated
at Gr ecnwu,h and came to St. A]b.ms in 1877, when
only twenty-one years old. Ilere, for several. years
he was employed in the customs business, connected_
with the Central Vermont Railroad. Next he hecame
interested in insurance matters and since has been’
making marvelous headway in his buameas now be-
ing recognized as.one of the’ leading men of St, Al-
bans and of the state, in this line, and is bunor .1(1-_'
vanced to honorable positions in insmrance organiza-
tions. Although of English birth lie is a tholough'
American in principle aid practice, and has evinced
his love for our philanthropic institutions by fr equent
generous beqm sts.

He was permitted to enjoy the society of his
amiable and beloved wife for only a few briet years,
as she died, greatly respected by ull, October ')lat

1587, in the thirty-seventh year of her age.

\hs. Bowman contlnues to live in St. Albans, but
of her family onl\ one is left, and she an invalid.
Truly 1ifé has its shadows as well as its aunslnnc but
the time is coming when the shadows will flee away
before the great light from the unseén world.
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Family of Alloway and Elizabeth (Dewing ) Whitney.

Elizabeth, fourth daughter of Dolphus and Eliza-
beth Dewing, was. married to AHOWA) ‘Whitney, of
St.' Armand, P. Q., “July 21, 1852. They lived here
and on the farm adjoining, in Fr: anklin, for a con-
siderdble number of years. Iere their children were
born, Adolph P., October 15, 1855; Sarah L., June
14, 1857; Bctse\, Novembu 18, 1809 ~died when
only six weeks old; ‘Ai B., born Octobel 15, 1862
died when nine months old ; Betsey E., born February
27, 1865. Al] of these but the last were bom in St.
Alm.md

" Not long after this the home farms were sold and
the.orie pulchascd at Kast Franklin, for mell) owned
by S. C. Noble, and now occupied by the son, A. D.
Whltm,y Alloway Whltnev died at Highgate Springs,
whele he liad gone for his health Septembel 4, 1889,
in . the scventy-sixth year of his-age. He was a
_w01thy member and officer in the - "\[ethodist‘ church.
at East Franklin.

Ado]phus D., the only living son, married Maria
M., daughfel ot George Colomd of Berkshire,
Octobu 20, 1876. They have th;ee boy_s,' Harlow A.,
born Nov ember 17, 1877; Charles, August 1, 1879,
Jo_s,eph H., January 80, 1889. The mother lives
with her children here.

“Sarah L., the oldest daughter, was mariied to San-
ford Armstlonor November 27, 1877. ‘They live on
the farm formelly owned by Alloway Wlntuey They.
have one child, Edith, born June 28, 1885.. |
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‘Betsey E., the youngest daughter, was manled to.
C&llOS Emely of ‘Sheldon, April -2, 1889. He
manages the J. Gr Emery farm, ab thc South Franklin.
railr oad station.

" Fé'mi/y of Alvin S. and Diana ( '-Dewing ) Chase,

Diana, fifth da,ughtel of Dolphus and Ehzabeth
Dewing, was married to Alvin S. Chase, March 4,
1854. He was the son of Rev. Peter bhase, one of
the early settlers in this part of the town, who was
well educated, an intelligent farmer, and represented
the town in the Legislature in 1845. These children
were born to them : Ella, September 16, 1855; Alvin
S., August 23, 1857, and Ilenry D., August 19, 1859.
The last died January 5, 1860. At this time they
were living on a farny in East Richford..- Here Diana
died, September 28, 1862, aged' thirty-two - years, -
leaving a lonely family to mourn the early death of
the wife and mother.

" Mr. Chase married for his second wife Emily
“(llo'ht of Ru,hf01d March. 8, 1863, and soon after-
pur c_qased__a farm near the VIILLOG_ of Richford, where
they - lived ‘a considerable number of years. . He
1cp10sented the town of Richford in.the’ Legislature
in 1870, dnd 18- an active worker in the: I\Ieth()dlbt'
church.

His daunghter, Ella, was married to J. C. Conners,
Noveniber 4, 1873. He will be remembered by some
as the first- conductm on the Missisquoi railroad.
His plebent business is farming. . Has a furm of one
hundred acres, near the vﬂhore of Richford. Their
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children are James S., born Axugust'l‘él 1876 ; George
S., J uly 12, 1878; and Diana‘L., December 3, 1886.

" The son, Alvin S., mau)ed Lelhe Thayel of Buk-
shire, January 18, 1881. They live on a farm of one
hundred and ninety acres, near the village of Richford,
and have the following children: Ira P., born Octoler
15, 1881; Edward 1., April 15, 1884; James S
March 23, 18586, and I. Gardner, May 18, 1890.

Family. of Janes E. and Caroline M.
(Dewing ) _W/'_/'c_/e/f.

Caroline M., sixth and youngest daughter of Dol-
phus and Klizabeth Dewing, was m‘uucd to Janes E,
Wilder, of Sheldon; March 4th, 1858. e wus « son
of Capt. Ransom K. W ildc'r','.':md ‘at first purchused
the Eli Noble farm, opposite the one belonging to
his ‘father, about two miles from Lnosbmnh Falls.
Later- the .home farm was added. - "Pheir children
were born here, dna M., March 14, 1859; Ransom
., December 7, 1860 ; dled October 18, 1863 Diana
E., born December:27, 1862; Daniel D.. Auguet 27,
1884 ; died May 8, 1865 ; Samh, Aungust -11;"1.8(56 s J.
Edson, July 11, 1888; Allen D., October 15, 1871;
Carrie M., Augu~t 31 18745 Nclhe E., February 10,
1877. '

They sold here and purchased two hundred and
sixty acres of the farm formerly belonging to the
Hon. J. H. Hubbard, about one mile north .from the



55,

village of Franklin Center. Thisexchange wasmade
in 1879. - The farm is one of the oldest and best in
the town.

Edna M. was married to Charles Morgan, son of
Rev. R. Morgan, Presiding Elder of Springfield Dis-
tnct Vermont Confexence, Octobe1 18, 18§%. He
owns and runs the grist mill near tlic residence of
Mr. Wilder. They lhne two children, Mabel A.,
born April 10, 1880, and Bessie L., May 24, 1882.
~“Diana L. was nmnled to Elwenfu Butler, Septem-
ber 15, 1885. They live on a farm ]ll_at_IIOlth of  the
Center village. They have only one child, Dow H.,
born August 28, 1886..

Sarah A. was married to Arlan D. Horskin, Feb-
radry 3, 1887. He is the son and only ¢éhild of the
Jate Hon. Philo Horskin, one of Franklin’s most
trusted citizens. They live on the home farm, an
excellent one of one hundred and fifty acres, adjoining
that of J. K. Wilder on the north. Mr. Horskin has
for several years been "Lown Over seer of the poor and
director of the Poor House Association, succeeding
to the office at the death of his father. - He is also
an' acting Justice of the Peace. - They ‘have two
children, IToward W., born January 16, 1883, and
Dorothy, February 19, 1891.

J. Edson, the oldest son, marriéd Lulu L., daughter
of Dr. R. E. Welch, Au(rust 25, 1889, and are with hlS
father, on the farm, as ‘are also the remaining un-
married children.



THE ‘FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

Joseph and Sarah (Towle) Yaw.

Saraly, third daughter.of Reuben and Sarah Towle,
was married to. Jowph Yaw, some time in.the year
1816, the exact date not bemfr known. His father
came to this country from IIoled e lived in
Clarendon previous.to 1806, as his son, J oseph, came
to this town during that year. He purchased a tmct_
of land ad]ommg the furm of Reuben Towle on the
west, previous to his marriage. 1le worked on this
during the day and at his trade of shoemakel even-
lllffa ' ,

’l‘hey had the followmcr cluldlen Mary, born
November 16, 1816'; Ohaﬂcs B, Octobel 30, 1818 ;
Elvira, December 5, 1820 ; Ixeuben June 22, 182»,
died March 14, 18"0 Joseph born - September 25,
18225, ' - -

But the husband a,n(l father was not destmed to
remain long with his young iamlly While at work
in the woods, chopping, a falling tree struck him,

causing his death the following da), which occurred
January 2, 1825.  He was the first _person buried in
the nelghbmhood cemetury This was a sad stroke
for the widow with her family of little children.

Dunng this eventful year occurred first the death of
the husbcmd then one of the children, and dfterward
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the buth of the voungest chlld Joseph, ‘who is now .
the only- one living of the famlly ‘The WldOW man-
aged, with the assistance of her father’s family, to
keep the farm and home until the oldest boy, Charles,
was able to care for 1t

The'_Fam-i/y“ of Charles and Climena Yaw.

Charles B. Yaw married Climena, danghter of
Thomas Fmexv'of Shcldon ‘June 14, 1840. Their
children were Betsey A., born September 4, 1841;
Marion E., Juue 14, 1843, and William lLumon
October 1, 1848
. Charles sold his 1ntelest in the farm to his brother,
Joseph, in 18%, and puxchased the Jasper Claffee
farm, a half mile éast from the vﬂhwe of West Berk-
shire.. In 1855 he sold the east half of this farm.to
his brothel ‘Joseph, and about 1870 the part he occu-__
pied to W. L Yaw. -

Belnd an excellent. mechame, he worked at Lhdt
trade most of the time dumm the remainder of his
life. While ]nmfr 1n . Bukshm, he was an active
member of the ofﬁcml boald of the \Iethodlst chur eh,
and was entrusted with: town aﬁa,ns IHe dlCd at Lno»-
burgh Falls, \Tovembel 14th, 1878, aged about sntyf
years. II1s wife, Cllmena died November L)Lh ’
1882, in the sixty-fourth year of her age.

Betse) A., oldest danughter-of C.B. and Climena
Yaw, was married to Geor ze G. Putt of Berkshire,
Aucrust 7th, 1859. For a while they lived on the
home fzum and here, Cawhnc S. was born, Septem-
ber 4th, 1861, and Charles Ai, Jmmu; 19th, 1869.
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In 1871, the Charles Peckham farm, about one mile
edst of the v1lhge of Franklin Center, was pmchased
and is whele the family now reside. Bctsey A. Pratt
died ‘very wddenly, of heart disease, at Newport,
Febm(uy 7th, 1891, in the fiftieth year of her age.
~ The daughter, Ccuo]l_ne S., was ‘married to IIfuley
S. Titemore, July 10th, '1878.. They live on a farm
in the WOSﬁPJlt of the town. Their only -éli'ild
Harland, was born December 30th, 1890 o
‘Charles A. Pratt married Maud A., dmughtel oi
the late A‘Lcl\ely T. Russell, July 28th, 1891 'l_‘hcy
live with his father, on the farm. | _ o
Marion E., second daughter, was~married to-
Charles S. Johnson, of Belkshne January 18tli, 1863,
They pmclmsed and lived on a farm. in Newpmt
Here their only child, Linnie M., was born, August
23rd, 1869. A sad affliction came to this family, in-
the death of both mother and child, in one day,
March 19th, 1870. Both were placed 1 the same
(,oﬂin and grave. - - - |
\Vﬂlmm II Y‘m, or ‘““‘Hanson,” as ‘he’ is called, -
married Blla C., daughter of - William Almbtlong,
‘of Berkshne, Noven1be1 24th, 1870. Of their chil-
drex, Myxon B. was born June’ 28th, ‘1871 ; Jennie
M., "\Tovembel 30th 1877; Charles E., I‘ebluary
1st, 1879 “died March 7th, 1879 ; Wllbur H., born-
Octobel 18th, 1880 ; ched April ’2nd 1891, aged ten
years and six months Wilbur was a good little boy
and ‘liad been tnken into the church only a little
time bef01e lns dea,th “0Of such is the kmgdom of
‘Heaven.” =
- In 1879, ILmson bought the old Dr.. Sealleb hum,
north of- the. village of “West Beikslure but ‘which
he now rents.
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Novembe1 1st 1890 he was appointed  Deputy
Collector of Customs for the Port of Ber kshire, with
office at West Berkshire. Ile has been entlubted
with fown ofﬁces, and is an active worker in the
church.

Theu two surviving children are attending the
Methodlst Semln(uy at \Iontpehe1, and fmm \slucli
they W 111 or adnate in due time.

The Family of-’ Jose'p/T and -Mah’y A Yaw.

Joseph Yaw, Jr., married \Luv A Bowman, Feb-
ruary 15th, 1848. Helived on the farm where his
father first settled. The followmo Chlldlell were
born here : Winslow L., June 10th, 1850; Linda
E., December 19th, 1853; died January \th 1854,
In 1855, he sold this farm and removed to Bell\shn e,
purchasing one- half of his brotlier ’sfarm; and-where he
now lives. Here, Renben was born, December 17th,
1857 ; died Feblumy 19th, 1858; Elmer S., born
April 16th, 1861; died Janunary 10th, 1863 ; Ada. I,
bom October 9th 1862,

- IIe has. been entluated with various town othces,
a,nd was elected Inepresentatlve in 1886." The church,
recognizing his good judgment and excellent finan-
cial ablhty, lms kcpt lum long upon the othcml'
bOdld | : :
His mother Who had contlnued to live w1th him;
dled, after a loncr hte ot usefulness, gleatly bdoved
and 1espected by all, “August 15th, 1875, -in the
exghty first year of ber -age.
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‘Winslow E., the only surviving son, married Betsey
E., daughter of_A1 Pearson, of Berkshire, September.
12th, 1870. About this time he purchased the farm
of his uncle, C. B. Yaw. "Their only chlld Bessw
E., was born -August 14th, 1872.

Wlth evexythlnrr around him to- contubute to h]s
welfare, he was pelmltted only a little time to enjoy
his pleasant home and surroundings, dying January
14th, 1875, in the twenty-sixth year of hi—s'.age.'_ '

. Their danghter, Bessie E., was married to Adelbert.

O ‘Bowen, of Berkshire, ])eccmbel 20th, - 1891, und
now. lives on the farm where she was born.- -
- Ada L., only surviving -child . of Joseph#and. Mary
A. Yaw, was married to Dwight E. Weld, of West
Berkshire, September 20th, 1881. - They live with
her parents on thé farm. They have two-children,
Flora G., born July 24th, 1888, and Lucy M.,
l)ccembel 13th, 1b89

The Family of Sylvanus, John D. and Mary -
(Yaw) Russell.

- Mary, oldest. daughter of J oseph and Sarah Yaw,
was married to -Sylvanus Russell, April 16th, 1840.
He, and his father before him, Jived on” whit is
known as the Russell farm, on the east shore of
Franklin Pond. Here these children were born:
Alzina A., April 2nd, 1841; Laura A, February
1st, 1843 ; and Orlando 8., April 18th, 1847. Syl-
vanus died at the early age of thirty years, September
206th, 1847.
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~The widow, Mary, was married the second time to
John D.: Russell, brofher of Sylvanus,” November
16th, 1848.° | - | o
" He had previously spent a considerable number of
years at the west, and came back just in time to take
his brother’s place in the Tamily. - The children from
this marriage were, Zackery ., born December 2nd,”
1849 ; Curoline M., June 6th, 1852 ; Elvira and Pel-.
mira, twins, May Mhd 1856. - T'wo years previously
this farm had been sold. mul -the‘ one known as the
Isaac Warher place, two and. one-half miiles. west of
Franklin Center, purchased. Mecre the two last chil-
dren were born.. They were-thrifty and good man-
agers and became possessed of a fine farm and home,
caring for a large family. The wife died December
-30th, 1888, aged seventy-two years, and the husband
and father is living at this time; at o good old-‘age. -
- Alzina A, the oldest child, was married to Addison
Cheency, son of J. .- (Jheene), July zoth, 1868
They lived on a Lum in Westfield,. where their chil-
dren- were born: Morton S., May 14th, 1871, and
Blanch I, March 17th, 1873, Alzina A. died at the
home of her p.ucnta, in Franklin, Llnmu) Tth,
1876, aged t}mn) -four years. l‘hu (,hlldun are h\mfr
in Morristown, - - : |
Luura A., second danglter of S. and M. Russell,

was married to Phillip R. Yates, of St Armand,
'P:'Q., March 23rd; 1866. ‘I'heir children dre Pelos
W., born December 9th, 1866; Mina A., May 21st,

1869, and- Inez L., May 21st, 1871.  Laura is “at
present with her fd.th(: o - _
~ Delos P mauwd Mabel A\erlll Octo?iu ‘16th,
1891. Is on thé place known as the old Cheency
farm, ncar J. D. Russell’s.
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Orlando 8., only sen:of;S. and M. Russell, mar-
ried Anna.J. Proper, February 27th, 1868. Owns a
farm of one hundred and forty wecres, about one mile
south-west from the home place. Theu children are
Ruby L., born. April 30th, 1869; Avis A. , December
8rd, 1873, and Zackery E., J uly 5th, 1881
~ Their oldest daugliter, Ruby L., was nx uried to
George L. Morse, of Swanton, May 7th 1890." Their
child, Belle C., was born March 20th, 1891 s dt
present Lnlployed in a store, in Milton. '

Caroline M., oldest daughter of J. D. and I\Luy
Russell, was m‘uned June l)th 1872, to ‘Reuben
Armstrong, of Berkshire. Ilasa farm of.an hundred
acres. 'There’have been born ‘to them: Carrie M.,
February 12th, 1882; Orville J., May 31st, l‘sbo
and Frances M., December 12th, 1889.

- Zackery B only son.of J. D. and Mary hussdl
marricd @nisa L. Sailord, ‘August 2nd, 1871.. Their
children are Maude A., born December 16th, lbm,
and John C.; May 21st, 1875. Zackery lived on the
farm with hlS father, who hoped to lean on him as a
-support in his declining years, but in this he was
dlsappomted for he died February 19th, 1880, at the
early age of thirty years. |
. Their danghter, Maude A., was married to Charles
A. Pratt, Joly. 28th, 1891.

‘Pelmira married John H. Pierce, a native of the
‘State of Maine, September 23rd, 1874. They live
near J. D. Russell’s, where he has a small farm and
‘deals in produce. Of their children, Albridge L. was
born December 20th, 1879 and Nellie L., March 13th,
'1883. - Mr. Pierce has been entrusted with various
town offices. )
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Slvira, was married to Alonzo B. Seward, of High-
gate, June 4th, 1878. Their children ure Phebe M.,
born November 26th, 1879, and Roy D., June llth

1888. Is a farmer, and also in the emp_loy of the bt |
‘Albans Creamery Co. |

The Family of Edward and Elvira T. '( Yaw) Whitney.

Elvna T., seeond. daucrhtel of Joseph and Sarah
sz, was malued to Ldmud Wlntne), ])ecembel
1 2th, 859 They lived on the west part of the Yaw
farm. He, wils. a shoemaker and. cooper, and followed
these occup&tmns while living here. These- children
-were’ born to them: Mauella J., - Jannary 23rd,
1b41 Cordelia C., beptembex 24th, 184~, Hannibal
11, Decembe1 1844 and Edward Challos 14eb1u.1ry
"’%h 1852.
| lulvna, T., wife of E. C. Wlntney, dlcd July 10th
1804 in thc thuty-ﬁfth year of her age. =

" He married again and soon after ‘went to Jeucho to
Tive. Duung the last war he enlisted in Co. E,
second TRegiment U. 8. shar pShOOter, October 30th
1861. Re-enllsted in Co. F, 17th Vt. regiment of
volunteers, March 1st, 1864, and was dlschawed
July. 14th, 1865, at close of the war.

- His son, Hannibal IL., enlisted in the IOth regi-
‘ment Vt. volunteers, Co. E, September 1, 1862, and
served during the remainder of the war. Ife is now
living in Worceqtel Nas» ., and the other son, Ed-
w'nd C., in Illinois. =~
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Marcella J., oldest danghter of E. C. and E. T.
‘Whitney, was married to Bzra J. Chaffee, of Berk-
shire, October 19th, 1834%. For.twenty-two years
they have lived in the town of Albany, where they
have a farm of: four hundred and fifty acres. Their
children are Emma J.,; born in Berkshire, August
26th, 1860, and Carl B in Albany, December 31d,
‘1871. . : ; .' o
- The daughtér, Emma J., was married to- Frank P.
Gates, of Newport, June 4th, 1878. These are theu
children: Lena M., born April 19th, 1879; Jennie
M., March 11th, lbbl, and Dora E., Janualy Gth,
1883.° Mr. Gatesis engaged in the marble and gmmte
monumental business, in Newport. AR

Cordelia C., second . daughter of E. C. and B! 'J‘
Whitney, was-married ‘to Orloff 1L, :son “of the late
Judge John K. Whitney, Irebruary 6th, 1862.
‘bhoxtlv after his marriage, at the commencement of
the last war, he enlisted with the Ransom Guards, of
St. Albans, at the first eall for three-months men.
Succeeding this he enhated with the nine- monthb
men, in the fall of 1862, as Adjutant. In March,
1863, was made Captain of Co. 1I, 13th Vt. regiment.
Was afterward taken sick and died June 2nd, 1863,
in hospital at Alexandria, Vlrmnm at the carly age
of twenty-four years. .

Their onlv child, Helen I[ was'.b()rii_Jzimuu-V 231‘(1,
1863.

Mrs. O. lI Whitney lived f01 twelve years in Bur-
lington, where her daughter ouduateu from the
High School in 1881; also was a graduate of a I'rench
school at Broxton, P Q, and is proficient in vocal
and instrumental music.
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January 22nd, 1890, she was united in marriage to-
Olin Merrill, of Enosburgh Falls. e is the son of
Rev.. P. -Merrill, of the Vermont ‘Confercnce, and
graduated at the Montpelier Seminary in the class of
1873.  Tor awhile he was emplo3ed 1 railroad busi-
ness at’ E 1osbu1ﬂh Ifalls, and in ]87J went, ‘into
partnership with the Dr. B. J. Kendall Spavin Cure
Co., of which he is manager and treasurer. Ile is
one of. the rising young men of the county and state,
witlr flattering ‘prospects ahead. TFor ten years he
has been a member of the State Repnblican Com-
mittee’; in 1878, 188C and 82, was Assistant Clerk of
the House, and represented his town in the Legisla-
ture of 1890. Ile has ecrected a fine mansiorr on
Orchard street, und: taken up his residence therein.
Mrs. O. 1. Whitney lives with her daughter.
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THE FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS

Vil 4. s Duly (Towe) Pan

~Dorothy, youngest daughter of Reuben and Sarah
Towle, wus married to \\’1llmm A. Pearson, Novem-
ber 20th; 1823. He was a son of Dr. Enos Pearson,
one of the first settlers and plusmlans in this part of
the town. = They at once settled on. the furm still in
possession of - the family.

The following children were bom to them : Detsey
A., August 29th, 1824; Sarah I Nowcmbel 10th,
1826:; Oliver, June 6th, 1829, Thcopln]us Towle,
February 23rd, 1832; Mary K., Decem.ber' 12th,
1836. |

Botsey A dled April "Oth 1841, in thc 17th yuu-
of her age. |

This Lnnuly was very pleasantly: situated and lived
happily together until death came suddenly, and the
husbuand and father was called away while on a visit
to his danghter, July 18th, 1862, when in the sixty-
third year of h]b age.

His wife lived with her sons, on the farm, until May
6th, 1876, when she departed in peace to join the great
family above, in the seventy-ninth year of her age.

They were pleasant, social people, and all lave a
grateful memory for ¢“Uncle William and Aunt Dolly.” ’
They were long time members of the Methodist
church in South Franklin.
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The Family of :Theo,ohi/us_ and Harriet E. Pearson.

Theophilus Towle, the youngest son, married Ilar-
riet' Ellen, daughter of Capt. Bartholomew W hitney,
February 5th;, 1855. e succeeded to the farm of
two hundred and twenty-five acres where his father
commenced before him, and his brother, Oliver, who
18 unmarried,:is with him.

Their children are Phebe A., born November 24th,
18563 Emma- M., July 24th, 1859; 'Willid,m A,
October 28rd, 1865, and Luna B., Novembe1 27th,
187().

~ Phebe A., the oldest- danghter;” was married . to
Harvey-R.- Olmstead October 25th, 1876. Theylive
upon the farm with his: father, two miles to the west
of ‘the village of East Franklin.. This farm contains
three” hundred and fifty ucres. . They bave two
children, Marion P., born August 2nd, 1856, and
DxileAt W., May 22nd, 1883.

-Emma ’\I , second daughter, was married to Gard-
ner K. Olmbtcad beptumbm 15th, 1880. These are
their children : - Ralph P., born June 9th, 1884, and
Ruby M., November "-2211(1', 1886. - e is-at present
employed in a store- at Franklin: Center. The son.
and youngest daughter are still at home on the farm.

The _Fanﬁi/y _-bF'.:Ban'tbo/omew‘ and Sarah T,
(Fearson) Whitney.

Sarah T., the only daughter now living, was united
in marriage to Bartholomcw Whitney, Novembe1 3rd,
1847. At first they lived on farms adjommg that. of
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his father, a-short distance north from East Frahklin,

and here the.following children wete born: William

~Arnold, March 4th, 1849 ; Florence 1i., April 11th,

1852 ; Herbert E., July 8th, 1854; Dorothy M.,
Muay 25th, 1856 ; Stephen B., No-v‘embcr 25th, 1860.

In 1865, sold this farm a'n(l purchased the one in
South Franklin, previously owned by Ilenry Bowman.
The farm contains two hundred and fifty-seven acres. .
Here - their \ouuoest child, Minnie G., was born,

‘June 2nd, 1866. ~ Mr. Whitney has held the pri_ncipal_
offices in town, and was clected Répresentative to the
Le crlslatuxe,m 1880. e h(;s also been entrusted: with
1m pm-,tzmt oftices-in-the Methodist church. |
~ The youngest son, Stephen B., marriéd Adaline P.,
du;n‘ghter of James. Chaffce, of West Berkshire, April

‘11th, 1883. e is with his father ‘on the farm, and.
is the present superintendent of the Sabbath school
‘at Bast Franklin.  They have two children, Cora L.,
born January 10th, 1885, and Bernice E., November
31st, 1887,

~ Wm. Arnold, the oldest son, married Alma, daugh-
ter of M. C. llurlbert, of bhddon, May 15th, 1872.
Of their cln](h.en Edward 0. was born in Sheldon, -

July 6th, 1873 ; Ellen G., -September 20th, 1874 ;
Mmton H July 21st, 1876 ; Wayland A. I‘eblu.:uy
11th;

i About t]us time they removed to the south part of
Bakersﬁeld.-“ - ere Hurlbert E. was born, June 5th,
1881, Kdward 0. 'and Wayland A. both died of

‘malarial fever onthe same day, November 18th, 1885.
After this, purchased the farm *where they now live,
‘about two miles'south from the village 6f Bakersfield.
Here Wilner G. was born, August 5th, 1887, and F.
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Bell, December 9th, .1888. Excellent educational
advantages are cnjoyed in. this- town, owing to the
beneficence of former residents, m: xkum it a desirable
town in. which to locate, on thisaccount. Mr, Whit-
ney has an excellent farm, enjoys the confidence of
his fellow townsmen; and is entrusted with important
affairs.

- Herbert E., second son, married Ida M., daughter
of S. A. Stowe, of West Berkshire, May 16th,- 187%.
Their children are Orville I1., born September 22nd,
1878 ; Sarah 1l., November 14th, 1881, and Ilerman
B., July 17th, 1885. 1{e has followed farming most
of the time, but is now in the employ of the Frank-
lin County Creamery Association, ‘lb Imst Franklin,
where ‘he lives.

Florence E., the oldest daughter, was married to
Hannibal G. Spaulding, January 5th, 1871." They
lived until the fall of 1891 on the farm previonsly
owned by his father, James Spaulding, in the south
part of the town, two and a half miles from the
Center. Their children were born here: Hannah S.,
June 22nd, 1871; Mary B., December 14th, 1873 ;
Glenna M., May 5th, 1875 ; Bertha A., December
14th, 1883 ; Marion E., February 13th, 1891—A fine
row of girls, certainly.
© In-the fall of 1891 he took possession of-the Port-
land House, Sheldon, and he is conducting the same.

"Their. oldest, Hannah §., ‘was married. to Ira I
Doolin,” October 28th, lb‘)l They live-near Last
Franklin, where he is engaged in trade.

Dorathy M., second daughter, was married to
Heman E.. Elrick, May-81st, 1876. They own and
occupy a part-of the home farm in the nor th part of
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the town, containing. some one hundred and fifty
acres. These are.their children: Vernal I, born
May 24th, 1877 ; Gertrude M., March 14th, 187Y;
Henry A., January 9th, 1882 ; Edith N., August
24th, 1884 ; Charles A., April 5th, 1888 ; Harold A.,
March 16th 1891. Gertrude M., died April 20th,
1882.

Minnie G., youngest daughter, was married to
Edwin Chamberlain, March 28th, 188Y. She had
previously been a successful -scliool teacher, having
taught fifteen terms. They live on one of the farms
belonging to. his grandfather, Rev.. Edwin Prouty,
two.miles west of Last Iy dnl\lm | | .

- Mary K, youngest. d‘uwhtel of Wi A, and
Doxothy Pearson, was united in marriage to Geo.
Oscar Whitcomb, of 1lighgate, May 30th, 1861. lle
‘was a painter by trade.  Their “only child, Kllen O.,
was born November an 1862.

Duaring the last” war. Geo. 0. W hitcomb enhsted
some time 11863, i Co. K, 13th Vt. regiment,. and
was killed in the battle of Cold ILubm Vnglma,
June 3rd, 1364. "1‘1115 was while the Union forces
were on the retreat from the Wilderness. II]: last
letter was written. on the b..tttleﬁeld, and on the R7th
day of the march from the W 11de1ness .

le was an only child, and the young w1d0w re-
mained-with the bereaved parents until their death,
when she took up her residence with her brother at
thr old home, but it was not for long, as she died
February 20th, 1879, in the for ty- foulth year of her
age.

- The daughter, Ellen O., has a home with her uncle,
T. T. Pearson.: '
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An Hist_or-.ical Sketch

Methodist Chureh in South Franklm Vt

dead at thc. dedication ot thc new (hmch, ‘VCQI]L:(LU )
December 22nd, 1886,

BY EDWIN R. TOWLE.

Very early in the jpresent century, a small Metho-
dist class was formed on the cast side of the pond in
Frunklin, a hittle to the north of here; with Salmon
Warner as leader. But little 1s known as to iis
existence, as 1t had only a short dui':-_tti'on, and all, o1
nearly all, of its wicmlbiers emigrated to the West.

About 1821, a considerable number of fzmilies of
our own imnediate ancestors, having settled in this
neighborhood and immediate vicinity, realizing the
value and Importance  of maintaining religious
worship, a Methodist "cluss waus - formed with - six
members, namely @ T ]lCuJ)hl]lla and Deborah Towle,
Jonathan Towle, Ann R. Coleord, Sally ’\Lu\h and
Simeon Welch. The latter was the leader. One,’
Sally Marsh, now. the widow of Sylvester Chadwick,
of Kast Swanton, is still living, the sole survivor of
that little class formed sixty-five years ago, in the’
then almost -wilderness country. - The first place
where public: worship was held was. in a log school
honsa, located on the brow of the hill just south of
Bro. John Colcord’s. At first, there was no stated
preaching, only now and then a clergyman finding it
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in his way to Lold divine service here.  I’rayer mecet-
ings, however, .continued to be held and much re-
humus interest prevailed, resulting in the conversion
of the people and udditions to the class. -

T'his territory was then embraced in a large \[etho-
dist cucmt extending from Waterbury in the south,
away into Ci madd on the north, and occasionally one
of the ministers on his rounds would preach here. I
have heard it stated that 1t was diflienlt getting one
of ft;hgm often cnough. to_baptize and:take the new.
converts into the church. |
Some of. those early circuit 1’)1;e¢tcllc1's' were the
lu,\elunds Doane, Dewey,- Mathais and IHill, Hiram
dlld Sllas M(,Lku' then both. exhorters, from -Sheldon
lhll (no\s Kast .Shcldou), an -early stronghold of
l\l(,thO(llbnl | thc first of whom became presiding’ ¢lder
(,)t_ Lhc St. Albans 1)1st,rlct used to come and hold
meetings with the people here.  Sometimes a delegu-
tion of men and women would go on. foot over to
bhcldou Ihll crossing the river-in:a boat or on a
raft, a distance of some four miles, to ‘Lttend 1(,11“1011:,'
worship. - Vuy precious seasons those must h‘w
been, When, from their scattered localities, the l)eople
came together for worship, and. a quarterly niceting,
perhaps held i -a barn, was an event of great interest,
generally resulting in-a glorious revival and farther
additions to the church.

- In 1825 this class was embraced within the limits
of the Sheldon cireuit, when, for the first-time, there
was regular preaching, which has been maiiitained
ever since—that is, once in two weeks.. The alter-
nate Sabbath, prayer meetings were held, and class
meetings followed the preaching service.
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For a considerable number of years plevmus to’
1840, the meetings were held alter nately betw een this
place and the school house north of here,

Previous to the building of the church in. West
Berkshire, nearly forty years ago, the limits of the
society extended north to Samuel ‘Stanley’s, about a
mile farther than now. Thcu were eighty members
belonging to the class at this’ time, but after the
building ot the church at West Berkshue, a part
went thue and some moved a,wa,y, so that by 1860
there were only thirty-five members. . In 1870 the
number had increased to sixty-four, dind there is the
same number at the present time.

This -class, during its existence, has belonged to
several circuits or charges: first to Sheldon, next to
Montgomery, then to Be* kshire, afterward to Franklin
and at present to West Ber kshire and East Franklin.

“No other. place of public wmshlp than a school
house has been used, and four different ones have
thus been ocgupled_ here. Previous to the -bmldmg
of the last one, for a long time the week-day evening
prayer mcetmas were held at the private houses.'
Many precious seasons of revival have been witnessed
and enjoyed since the for mation of that little class in
the.old log school house, w heu the hear ts-of the f‘uth-
ful ones were, made. glad by the moathelmg of the
dear.ones into the iold of the Redeemel . None pe1-
haps exceeded in interest and results the one imme-
diately following the erection of the last school house,
eighteen years ago. - That was mdeed a time long to
be remembered, and we are enjoying the blessed fruits
of that revival now, and I trust ‘its influence will bc'
telt for.a long time to come.
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A part of thetime ple\ ious to 1868, Sunday school
would be held during thé summer season, but would
be discontinued as cold weudther approuached. Some-
how the people did not seem to consider that a school
could be continued suceessfully thirough the winter,
or that the older ones of the congregation should
take'an active part in it. Seventeen years -ago last
spring a school was organized and has continned in
successful operation ever since. - Nearly -all of the
congrecmtlon belongs to the school and itis considered
an’ important means of grace.

During all ot th]s time, untll the plesent confer-
ence year, the programme lias been Sunday school
and preaching one Sabbath, and the school and. class
meeting the next. |

“Since the first class was formed, sixty-five years acfo,
the following brethren have been its leaders; Simeon
Welch, Theophilus Towle, Henry Bowman, Jonathan
Towle, Alanson Taylor, John Coleord Edwm R
Towle and William J. Towle. : '

- Following -is a list of the clelgymen ‘who have
preached hcre during the last fifty-four- years, or
since 1832. Revs. Messrs. Marvin, Styles, Sanford,
Leanord, Hand, Jones, Haslam, Richards, McKillips,
Kirby, Isbell, Barnes M, and Aaron Hall, Atwater,
Dunn, I‘lsk Simmons, Sage, (rlegg, White, Rose,
_Cutlel Cook Iaton, McKenzie, Wlutncy, Brown,
‘Rodgers, Gxeen, Champlin, Cox, Edwin and Cortes
Kimball, Arnold, - Elkins, Mott, Honsinger, ’l‘ltus,
Malcolm, Truax, Webster, Lewis, Under“ood Donel-

‘son, Puffer, Hyde and Bell, forty-seven in all. Dur-
ing some of this time two and even three would be
stationed on the circuit 'tbg@tl'lexj,a the territory em-
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braced within: its limits being so large.. . A goodly
number of the: pastors are, and have been presiding
elders on this and other-districts in the conference.

The following are mentioned; Barnes M. Hall,
Bennett Eaton, D B. McKenme Z. H. Brown, W.
D. Malcom, A. B. Truax, 8. Donelson and W. R.
Puffer.

For a long time the feeling has been becoming ap-
parent that there shonld be a move suitable -place of
worship here. 'The people have aided to some extent
in the buildine of churches in other places, but have
been content to worship in a school house themselves;
but a little more than a year ago Providence secmed
to have prepared the way for the building of a church
here. The long time waited -for had. cvid(,ntly come,
and the people, so considering it, went to work to
accomplish what they believed to be the will of God
in these matters, and which was ‘certuinly -in accord-
ance with. their own desires. Truly the blessing of
the great Ileud of the church has reated upon this
undertaklng, as from the first it has gone on smoothly,
uninterruptedly and to a successful completion.
What the people expected and hoped. to be able to do,
was to build a plain, substantial and durable edifice,
a house that would be respectable, convenient and.
comfortable, and they expected to do this principally
from their.own resources. To this end the brethren
and friends have worked nobly, cheerfully and well;
giving -freely for the purpose, it being the earnest
desite of all that the hLouse should be dedicated to
the worship of God. free from debt.. This has been
accomplished, but it would indeed -have been in- a
great measure a plain and unfurnished structure,
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althougli most substantlally ‘built, it it had not ‘been
for the smgular Tiberality of’ friends’ outsulc our con-
gregation, ‘who, largel) without SOllCltdtlon “have
come to our aid and accompllahed for us. wha,t we
could not have done for ourselves, at least for the
present, in completing and iurmahmg ‘this house in
the tasty and - beautiful manner in which we behold
1t to-day.

-Truly it may be said the bread cast npon the waters
in the past has come' back again and in increased
measnre. That we appreciute this unusual liberality
no6 one can doubt, and it is our desire and prayer that
these kind. friends may receive an hundred fold here,
and in the ‘world to come, cternal life. All'who have
so kindly aided in this work, either in word or deed,
would we remember with grateful hearts, but I think
‘that justice demands, on our “part, akindly 1ecog,u1t10n
of the unwearied, unremitting and faithful labors of
the chairman of the bulldmg_(,omm_lttee, on whom
has devolved so largely the responsibility of superin-,
tending the construction of the edifice, and which,
‘with mucli -satisfaction and thanktulnoab, we are.
~pernntted to behold so fully completed to- day

The generation to which I belong, and who must
soon puss off the stuge of active llfe, and to whom
the success of the cause of God is the one great de-
~sire and object- of their lives, consider this house as
suitable a monument as they - could leave to the
generations following, showing their love, fidelity and.
faithfulness to the cause that was committed to their
charge by the fathers, who in establishing for them-
selves homes in a new country, sought to build up the
peaceful and enduring kingdom of Jesus Christ.
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~ It is their desirc and prayer that this house, with
all of the hallowed associations that. ‘may cluster
around it, shall be a strong bond of union that shall
unite the hearts and hves of this people still more
closely in-Christian fellowship andlove, and as one by
one these:older -ones shall pass over the river, and the
bell above us shall tell the tale of their years, the
coming generations, two of which arc repr ebented
bere to-day, may step in and fill the vacant pl.u,es
and s6 God’s cause continue to” be sustained, _upheld.
and p1 ospered, away along down the ycars of the
future..

It 1s ‘ourprayer .that. God’s. protection- may ever
rest upon this house,. that its. spire shall coutmuu to
point heaw enward, its bell to call the people to pl.xyel-
and praise, and tlmt here, at this consecrated altar,
many, very many-dear ones shall seek and find Ilim
Who: truly is.the chiefest among ten thous sund and the
one:altogether lovely, und that ﬁnally, whcn we shall
get thr ou(rh with our WOIShl_p here in ear thl) tcmples,
we may be permitted, through the grace and mercy of
Jesus,-to go up and join the great company who have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood_
of the Lanib, in that building of God that house not
made with hands, eternal in t_h_e he.u ens. -
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Additional History.

There have been of ministers on this charge since
the last. mentioned in the wbove list, William C.
Robinson, Geo. L. Story, and C choewmth, who
i1s the present pastor.

The class now has seventy membcls the larcrest

numbel since the building of the church at \Vest
Berkshire, m,.uly half a ccntuly ago, when some of
this class were t_mnsten(,d to that place. . W.J. Towle
is the leader, with W. IL. Towle, assistant. The
same order of Sunduy.scr\iiccs as mentioned above
are continued. A good degree .of spiritnal interest
prevails, and foul teen have heen taken 1nto full mem-
bership during the past year. ‘
- T'he babbath school is in a ﬁounblnnOr CO]](]Ithl.l.
and numbers seventy-three in all. It may be suid
that practically all of. the congregation belong to the
school. George M. Towle is the present superinten-
dent. . | _

The following brethren from this place belong to
the Board -of Stewards for the. Charge: Reuben
Towle, E. R. Towle, who is also recording steward,
M. L..Kendall and C. A. ‘Welch.

- There 'is a flourishing auxiliary ofthe Woman’s
Fmexgn Missionary-Society in this place, which has
been in existence for eleven years. It now nunibers
twenty-four members. Monthly mectings are held,
and the interest in this important. bxanch of mission-
ary. work  is heartxly sustained. _

 The present officers.. are: Mls. John Co]cmd'
president; Mrs. W. J. Towle, vice-president, and
Mrs. Reuben Towle, secxetary and treasurer.
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(onclasion.

The work of gathering up the material contained
in this little voluime is completed. It has been at-
tended with a melancholy. pleasure, if such it may be
termed. Much of it is a.record of the past, with
which the writer has been conversant, and the names
and incidents appear strangely familiar. Along with
the statlstlcs, which alone might appear uninteresting
to some, although of the greatest value, it has been
the endeavor to intersperse such facts and incidents
as should be of interest to all.

To those of my generation the past is, as it were,
an open book, a.nd these records will only serve to
intensify and brighten. the hlstmy aheady engmven
on memory’s page. -

To the generations before us ‘there will be much
that is new, and it is to be hoped that this brief
sketch of their ancestors, who they were, where and
how they lived, and their participation in the history
of the families here delineated, a veneration and.
respect for the past and hopefulness for the future
will be produced, such as shall be both inspiring and
Lelpful. - | |

Two generations are in the past, of the third, to
which the writer belongs, more than one-half are
already gone, and two are before us. Witha hopeful
look ahead and a fervent prayer that these descend-
ants of worthy ancestors shall ever cherish the most
kindly and grateful memory for the past, and prove
themselves indeed true scions of venerated stock,
this httle nanatxve comes to an

END.







