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SonietitnG ago it beca1ne apparent that_ if the ettrly 

history of onr ,~ncc~tors was to be pi·cserved to con1-

i n g: g~n_eraiious, the work. of_ gathering up: -the_ 
n111terial n1ust- be done before it bec9.rne~ so sca.ttcred· 

and l_ost, as to r~ncler i_t_ difficult, if not- in1possible, to 
· get ·it togetli'er in a. connected. and satisfiictory forn1. 

iyit'h tliis. end in vie,v .the writer, with .the. hcai·ty 
co-operation of those . interested i1J thi°s wo1~k; lias 

. -· . ' 

undertaken to ~athe1: u-ij :this 1naterial and_ put~ _it 
in a ·c1nralJle fotn1. for preservat.ion. · 'fhe· _work has· 

bee~1 fonnd eve;1 grcatei· _than at first anticip.ated, aud 

has ili volv'.e(i u1 uch tin1e, labor an·d expense · to ac..: 
con1plisi~. .. 

· lt ha~ b~_ei;i .the_desigQ t~)1a:ve every oile ei1titlecl to a 
. . . , ..• . . .. · . . : -

place in this book, <..luly recogniz_ed, a1id if _u11y n~1nes 

~.ai·e -found to be left out, it is. because they wete ov·er­
looked· or could ·not be obtained. 

'.fll}" ,vl10 ht1.ve)1elp~d tn this ,~o~·k ·by kin4ly ,vo1~ds 
of ___ ~ne;our~(g~ui~n·t oi~,·-~lQ~~e Sl~h~~:a~tiai_: aid, -~;il~ please 

ac~_~pt ~tl!~ ;:CU_ost grat~ful ackno.wledginents oi the 

· ,VlU'fEB. 





1N W.RI'fING up- the earl_y histoi-y of. otu· ances­
eJ · tors, there .are n1nny thingG· th.at have a general 
appli~ation. ·r1,he. people ,yho. first settled here were 
-poor a;nd sought to bettertheir condition in a new part 
of the country, whete land was plenty nnd .cheap.· A 
~ew, not :flnding desir:ible lo~ations or hecom-ing dis­
_couraged witl~ th~ prQS}!_e-cts. before. then1, .sold o_ut 3S 
best. they ~ould and _went elsewhere. _ The fan1ilies to 

. which this history principrilly rcl,ites were a notable 
· exception, as· ·au tl1e-. orig_inal furn1s. and hon1es, but 
one, are still_ .retained in the fainily na1nes. 

In this part o_f Frankli1i-~ t_he east side of.the porid 
-. -the land was mostly a ·wilderness when taken· up by 
our ancestors. They .all had to conunence- alike;· 
there .was the- land to Glear of th~ timber before 
any crops could be raised, the prin1itive buildings~ 
·generally a log_-house and barn.-to be erected~ ro~ds 
to · build and such other kinds of work to be done. . . . . . 

· They were a sturdy ra_ce,. _and eac~1 year ,vitnessed.an 
addition . to the land cleare~ and crops raised. -They 
)Vere neighborly ,ind helped e~ch other,. '' cl1anging 
work.,''·asit ·wa~ termed. · The chopping .and logging 
bee was a. frequent ·occuren_ce and the b~st of good 
will prevailed. · 

The· :first __ thing to do was. to get r~q of . the timb-er, 
·and:it was J)-µ.t in.he~ps and. burne_d, the ~shes .saved 
·and made into po"tash, which· may be styled the first 
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product 9fJheJu.rms :for sale.: -A yoke-of o·xen· were 
a necessity,: and gradually frotri the ·one-cow the n·uni-. 
her ir1_c_rcased as the years went-by; ·while a flock of 
sheep was to be found on ·every fttrm,_ fro_n1 the, :w_ool 
~f which the _ thri(ty housewife carded; ·sjn1n ·urid 
wove cloth for familv nse and to sell. FhLX ·-was also 

. . . ~ . 

-raised and n1ad~ into. thread, tow and _linen clo.th_ . 
. In n1ost of these l101nes Call now be found ·soi1ie of- the 
spi)1ning wheels, 1~0111s, and ·other_ fixtures· eiuployed 
-Ly these J>ioneers in their work, all of which should 
·Le })reserveu. as 1neinentoes of past generations. _ 

'l'hese in.cu -.and- won1en lw.d · to ·end n 1·~ inu ch. of 
hlrdship,-privation and se1f-clen_i.al, irici<lent .to·a new 
.c.onntry,· an<l they Jid it checrfn_Hy, in anticipation of 
a. Liltter_ condition of things in ·the fn ture: ~fills a11d 
stores were few and far away. 'l'lie little 1>rodncc 
they· could spa.re above the fam_ily .· needs -was ex-­
cha~1ge<l at . the St(?l'C f 01' n1ercha11<lise, until HS the 
years - we~t h_y., the fanuer c.:onld. carry, his lintter, 
_che~se, 1->?~·k and potush to.St. Johns_or }Iontre~], as 
a n1ore suitable niarket . 

. 'l'here_- was-not mueh ·tax at first .to apply 0_11 road­
n1aking, · ·tut roads ,vere a_ .n~cessity, so· first one 
a1~d. then. another would nuike. a bee, and th us the 
work went 011. It was ·pretty difficult, us n1ay be 
supposed, n'.laking roads in these d,:ty_s; where; the.land 
was fnH of. stnn1p.s aucl rocks, with frequent swa,rnpy 
places to. go a-round or n1ake causeways ovei·. ·1 have 
-heard my father say they would put two yokes of 
oxen on the scraper, one to-pull-the other out of the 
mud," :while those who held the scraper would · go 
barefoot, with pants rolled up as f,1:1· as possible. -

But those men can1e to stay as ··10:ng. as the Lord 
should per111it th~n1 t'o live, so their work was not 
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alone f<)r.the prese.ut or thetnsel ves, but hild refere1ice: 
t~ tl~e future tt~d the ,,r·elfiii;·e ·of 'tl10Be ·w ho,"should fol~ 
low .theii1'. ... '.E~tJ~ly, t11·e -~-~hooi ho1;se-: .. a_ Ibg'one·-· ";as 
t-t pi·o1ninent _fe;tture ii} the little sct_tle1neut, and the 
dis_trie:t school of., gre~~ va:lue t·o· the: c·on{nh1nit)r.: 
IIerG. a,largei•_pa.rt .of t~1e educati0°ll 'of qt11_te a t>i·opor­
tfon •. of tJi~t -.d1:ildrcn. was ohfati.11:ea; :1htl it' W,is. 110 
n1~an ·edtication either. as.the 111.e.thods· of instruetion . , . 

.in the _ele1neJ_~~it.ry hranch~s pursued here Were _very 
thorough ~tncf practical.· . .· _ ·. · · ... _ _.·, ·.• ;·:,· · 

'l'hcse ·c,frly ·settlers· were also rel igiou~., and as t.hey 
co1nnienced to n1ake for thernselvcs ho1nes iu th is new· 
co~tn.try, they itrr,tnged for the worship of. God. .'l'11is 
was first con1n1en:ced ·in the_ log school ·house and .has· 
b<.~<:1i 1naintained ever since. ~l'he reader is 1\.1feiTcd . . .,. •, 

_to a his_torical sketch o_f. the nf ethotlist church . in 
South P.ranldin, to be Joun<l ·in the ]~1st pa1-t 91 this 
book. 

ln this sketch of- the 'l'·owle fa~n1.i]y, ·and of -those 
fa.ri.1ilies.with-which they ir~ter-1narried, thei·e are s01ne 
"thiHgs ,~·orthy of 1~ote. ~l'hi~y lui.ve. been, and con-. 
finue to be, largely fa.rn1ers,_ Lut con1-parRtive1y few 
·!.,c-~ng engaged i"n oti1ei· occupations. That they haYe 
ever -been indu~trions, la,v-ab_iding a11d peaceal)le citi­
zens, n1ay he .inferred fro1n th~ fact of ahnost· entire 
absence of Ii tigation. _ I- cit-nnot recall any s~·tit-~it-law . 
. to. which any. 1nen1.be{· of the 'row le fun1.ily has Leen 
a pa,r.tyi ·Frorn the first, they have been lurgt•ly e~1-
trnsted with the 1nost in1ptfrtant town ancl_ church 
oflic~s where they live. I do· 1iot say this. for effect, 
but sin.11Jly state a -fttct: · as showing _the- esteon1 il1 
which ~hey ha,·e been held and· the· confi.<l~nce_ ·phiced 
in· them~· 'l'aking the entire list .of 1u1n1es (nearly 
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four hundred) inclu'ded in this work,. it n1ay be cou­
sitlered· s0111cwhat re111arkable that so large a propor­
tion have been, and arc con11ecte"d with s01ne cl111rch 
organization . 
. 'l'hey are not what 1nay be terme~ a "political 

fan1ily.," yet they ]~ave the interests- ·and welfare of 
t)1eir conn.try at h_~a.rt, are zealous for their rights .and 
pi~oud of the record of grand ~Id Ve.rmont. 

Noi'E.-Unless otherwise notc<l, the resi<lence of persons 
n1enticmed in this bookwill be 'uu<lcrstood as· being in the town 
o_f Franklin, Vt. 
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R l\ifANY- YEARS it had generally been,'undQr-­
stood _i.hat little -or :n!1_tbh1g was known ·of the 

,incestors 9f H,eubcn 'l'owl~, Sr., heyon<l the christiitn 
~1u1u1cs of _l1is parefrts and the place ,,,he.re he ~vas Lorn 
and passed his Loyhood. - It hns been a·.sonrce: of 
regret. to the }lresent generation, -that soiuethi1_1g_ of 
this kind should not have Leen preserved. .hiost 
fortuiuttely · and -opportu-nely, inf~1·n1ation l1as bee~ 
<>btuined _that- traees thl: fan1ily · back-.to ·one Phillip 
Towle, who can1c fron1. England· in 1640 and_ se-_ttled 
in.1Ian1pton,_ Province-of N e_,v Ilatnpshire. -

1Ve are indebteJ to An10s 1.'owle~ J~sq._, of ·Boston., 
-for th~ gcuealogy of the Towle f~u1ily · fron1 Phillip 
'l,o-,vle ct<nvn to· Jonathai1, father.-~if Reuben _'rowle, 
Si"., HS obtained fron1 records· fOlll.i.<l at Ila111pton, 
New .H.,impshire. 
· Froi:u \these,:. it .is:fonnd, _that Ph_ill ip '1_~o-~v1e was horn 
in England .ahout · 1(i16, - n1arried Isabella, -. eldest 
-danghtc1· of· J?rancis Asten of Colchester,. Englan<l._~ 
'!1hey were said to have been zealons Protesb_u~-ts, t1nd 
poss-ib]y can1eto this country~ as_did,.the Puritans, for 
greater· religious-. liberty.. rrhey _ lutd __ nine :ehillren, 
,fr-om one of-lvhom, ·oaleb; -Ollr ,bran:·ch of ·-the family 
descends.~ .,P_hiHip.!rowle died Decen1ber 1;.!J~h,. 169,6, 
ageq._ ·eigh~y ye:trs~ _ . 

___ Caleb wa~ Loin !\:lay 14th, ,]678s; April 1st, 1G98, 
n1arried Zipporuh Brackett; and die·a -~pteD;1ber_:2(1th, 
17i63, ,aged-_eighty-five yc,irs. Caleb l1ad eleven child-



ren, of whq1n, ·.Antholly is in .our line· of· ancestors. 
I-le was l)Orn April 30th, 1708, _a'nu No-r~mher 7th, 
l 7-3-l,_ inarrjed Sarah. I-Iobbs~ ' ~L'h~y lixcd -in. (1heste1:; 
N. II., and l1ad ·it fa1nily of ten. ·children, 011e of whoin 
was Jonathan, f:ttlier of .Heu beu rro·wle. Ile was b<H"ll. 

. . . 

in ~7:39, :ind h(•re the records of this -brau~-h of, the 
rrow le farnily could" be ·t1;ac:ed no-' farther. Ly -An1o_s 
'l'owle, to wl1on1 -we a-re· indebted for the ·above im­
po1'tant information. 

·-. Si nee corr1meneing .tliis work, access .haR beei1 ·had 
to. a history of the <?l<l town ~.,f Olil'ste1·,_ N.-lI., -ex­
tending fronl l ~·1u to .l8(iU, iind f1·orn this .j:; g·nthercu 
son1e statistics ~f the :'J'ow]e -fa1nily ,- :1s. a co11si·dera 1Jle 
lllllil ber lived . in this.· town. .A1no11g the ·origii1ul 
grantees ·of the town at·e foniHl the 1ianirs o.f Phillip, 
He1ija1niu, · ·Caleb an~1 .A11tho11! Towle. ~rlw ~ra·i1t 
was nrnde in 1722. 

Cc1leb; ·Bon of Phil1i1,,. anu· great-gran<l-fathel' of 
HenbCll 'row-le, ap})Cal'.S to have acte(l an important 
part in the org·anizatiou of the ,t-.0\\;11 Ul)<.l aftenvnnL 
'They° were loy;1.l -n1e_n and their 1uu~1es_ freque11tly ap­
l)ear in the· lll ilitary rec<)rds· of the to :vn, both iJl. the 
French war and that of. the-)lc,rolntioi"!. Several, 
Br,tckett., - Siu1on and ,v illiam, ·belonged fo Ge.n. 
Sfatrk~s b:l"igade -and very likely ·were at they b~tt1e · o:f 
Bennington. The nan1e of Reuben· ·'l'owle; our in1-
n1ediate ancestor, oc(•.urs as one of· the soldiers fron1 
Chester i1r the ,var of the "!{evolution.·--· After -the 
death of ,v·ashington, COUJ.ll)ClllOrative services- ·wci·e 
held il~ Chester, · and On.pt Ab~aha1n · To,vle had 
clrn,i-g-e ·of the. n1ilitary escort. In a plan ·of the Pres­
byterian chrircl1, perhaJlS · the -firs.t- ·.one in tow1i, 
erecte,l vrevious to 1753, is found a seat. belon,ging to 
Anthony Towle.-· 
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OUTLINE ·HISTORY 
• • • - : • • ,. > 

-·oF-

The Family and De~eenqants· of. Reu-ben. Towle.-

" 

----roNA·TTI.AN· ~L10\VLE~ father of Heuhen, li'Vt·t.l 
_<2) in· Chester, N. If~·, and· 111a{Tied a -~-!rs· ... A.nu 

H~bie. Iteuben 'l'ow]e, ·so f:tr as is known, -was the 
orily son, if not child, fr9n1 th,-is nw.rringe. Ile was 
Lorn Octo~er 24tl_1, 1762.- -.A.s ·is understood·, he was 
brought up ,vith the. Ifobie ·. children-'.~JY a .pi-e.vious 
111arr~age_-· an(lalways therishcd the kind(.!st regards 
fot•· them. · Sou1e of -the <lescendants- · of this Hobie 
fan1ily now live ~n l?ritnkliu, and possibly- in o~her 
parts of the connty. 

:Not nuJeh is ·known of tho early life of our auc(•s­
tor,. -Heu hen ~_l'o,vle. . ~e lc:u·nc<.l the · trade of tann(•r. 

·a;H~ ·cu1-rier, _and Jorutthan ~Pow le of l~nosbui-gh }\tlls 
has in his 11ossessiori _a p~>cket book. nm.de· by hi111, 
probal.J1y while ,vorking at this t"radc. On one side is 
.the na1ne of tho .town _in '" hieh he -lived, 0~1cster,. in 
ra!sed letters. · Ile cot1'ld not ·have. ,vorked ut this 
occ1fpation very _111any years, for· :at the early age or 
·sixteen he enlisted ns a soldier in. thC war of the liev­
olu t.ion. · But little is known_ of 11ia experience _during 
his service in the arn1y.' . Ile: was, however, U:t ,,rest 
Point when. the traitorous Ar1iold unde1~_took .· to 
deliver that ·in1portant- post to the Britfah .. .Ile· was 
here takeu sick with -the ·fever ~uid agrie,.and · Geu. 
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Washington visited a_nd· talked very kindly to the boy 
soldier. At the close of the .ca_m,paig,n,. he_: ~·etnrned 
hon::u:~ _witho.u~ .pay, sick and on· -foot, _reduced to the 
ne.ccssity of- begging.for_ food and lodging-on the w_ay. 
No~ discouraged by such an experience·. as th.i's, he· 
·agaiii enlisted- and served thro~1gh ·another_· ca1~1paigri. 
He : n.f te1~ward.: received a pension for · his servi_ces in 
the. war. · I .remember when a young boy, of seeing· 
the e-un, .. wooden. canteen and other accoutren1en.ts, 

'--' . . . 

carried by our ancestor . ,y. hen _in the service of ,1is · 
country,. :bu;t, Jik(:; hiu1, these l1avc 1~n,g since passed· 
fron~ view; but the soldier, and the service he ren-
dered, are not forgotten. . 

rrhe next we know:i of him he 11ad removed to-Eu--- .. . . ... '• . . -

field, N·. 11., whore ~1e married Sarah, da.ughter of. 
'rhco phil_us Clough. Thjs ·1ni1st h~1, ve bee11 tl uring­
U1e year 1786, ·but the exact date is not known. Ile · 
s~ttled on a fttl'lll locitted at the. south end of wha~ 
wns the11 kno,vn as '' J~nfiehl Po~d," the land. .extend­
ing to tlie shore~ 'l'his· 'is not far froni the Shaker 
scttlen1cuts, which at that· tilne were at the height 
of ·tlwir prosperity ancl ·were a fa\·orite visiting place 
for the children of the neighuor:\1ood. !!ere· their 
child nm ·were hurn and reared, ·with 11:.~n1es and dates 
as fo-llows: 

. . 

.. 1\.uu H., .J unc 17th, 1787; 'l'heophilus, ~Jarch 30th; 
1790; l~lizabcth, ~lay lGth, J 7U2; Sarah, February 
4th, 17D5; · Dorothy, .April 2;2nd, i~·us; Jonathan, 
~Iay 8th, 1_802·; Rcub~n, Jr., Januury 14, 180f. . 

During the tin)e that Henben-'rowle· liYed here, he 
not only engaged in fnrming, but .took an .. active part 
in town a:ff,~irs, heiug for a tin1e town clerk .. • liis 

. wife was nn intelligent_ woman, and ·is-said. to ha-ve· 
ass'isted hin1 in this work. 
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About this tirue he l>ae,Ltn~ iute~·esh:tl in -religious· 
niatters and_ ui1ited with the Congregational. church .. 

August 2,5th, 1808, his chh·st daughttlr, Ann !{., 
,vas n1arriccf to. 'l'ri~turn U. Co.leo_rd of. Can,fia.- . ·Not. 
long aft·er, they reniov~d to Uie s~uthern. p"'-~r~ of 
l1"'ranklin, then lluntsbnrgh, \Tt., ,llld ·sc.!ttled on land 
now for-ruing }Hirt of theJar1n of \\T. J.·.~1:qwle, living_ 
in a log l1on_se a. little· to the north-wrst -frout wh~re 
the farn1~liousc now stands_: I [ere_,. th(•ir only chihl, 
Betsey ___ ~('.,. was born, J n l y 5th, ) 81~. . _ 

· \V_hile Ii ving J_tcre,_ :Yii;s. Co,_eor4's fa_ther arn..l u1othet 
mud:e theni a viiit; con1ing· on hor:-Jelnwk fro1n .l~n..: 
field, · a dista.nce. of spn1e· one· hundred .a1~~1 ·- thirty 
1niles, an<l at a tinio when the roads, -whe_re. there 
wer~ µ,1}y, were very· poor. i\Jrs. 'J'o,,~le ·wasan excel-

. ·. . . 

lent horsC\\~q!)l,~ll, · a1itl is des~ribed as rn~tkir1g- ~i ii~1e 
appe~i.rance.whcn iti tho saddle·: .. 

· TJ~is: .f,~1ui1y re~_1u1.ined unlJro.ke~~ .Lnt :a sh,ort Jiu1e., 
:is a, fever "1n~tde· i.ts appearaJ•H.:e _early in~ u.;iar and. 
'eristn111 <:)vlcord ·died _fron1 i L .l\lay L,th ;· being only 
a little ov(ir ·twenty.-~1ini.~- years. 9ld. ..-\ l that. ti1ne 
there ~v~~- :no · Lu~·ying gron u<l in t_.1is ~cig~1 porhoo<J.,. 
neither ~lcrgy1n:~n· to-=Le obtained t/) H-t,tena· .the fnner-:­
al, so a ma1i _.known as '"Elder.])ctt11," fro1n tl_ie fac-t 
the he soructiu1e·s_ oflichited on_ sucn 9ccasions, made a 
.p.t·ayor an~l .~h911 the reiua.ins were biken to Sheldon, 
d.rawn . on an: ox-sled, .and bn.ricd not f,ir. :fr~lll the. 
S~uth Franklin railroad station.. . . . . -

.. 

~Irs._ 0~1cprd's fa.ther can1e frou1 New .II_arnpshire 
and took his da11ghter and ·grand-d,u1gl,1ter hon1e," and. 
while on the way .. the wagon . was overturned and 
being thro\\rn dow~. an e1nbank1nent the d~inghter 
suffeied the -dislocat~on of Loth ,vrists,. and in this 
sad condition n1ade the rernairi.der of the_ journey. 
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Th~ophi_lus, oldest · son of° ·Re1.1ben Tow le, when 
eighteen years old, d·rove an ·ox-tean1 with a load of 
·household goods fo1~ . Tristnrii ·_ ·c. ·oolcor·d, in the 
winter. fronf · Enfield. to Prnuklin. · It. took several 
days to make the trip, and with tJ1~ rough ·roads· ·and 
deep suo_w was anything bnf a pleasant · journey. 
Now the· distance .~an~ be traversed in half:-a-d:ty. 

-August 27th, 1812, 1-'heophilus. n1arricd_ l)eboiah, 
daughter of \Vi1lian1 and ~Eunice liiller of C:tndia. 
While liYing in Enfield their first child, IIa.rrison,. 
was born;. so1ncti1n~ .in 1813, · but ~icd when·.only a 
few days o1tl. · 
· -~I.1hey-u1oved to l~ranklin in :JiarcI1, 1814, a1id foi· a 
while _Ii ved in the honse forn1e.rly occupied Ly 'l'. U. 
Colcord._ liere, James 0. was born, _l)ec,e111 bcr 22nd, 
18i4. Soon after, they n1oved oi1to tl~e farn1 _ ~tei·oss 

· the "·beavei: rneadow, '' a.s it ·was called., which he h:ul 
J)revious"Iy p1,1:rcha~ed and ,v heie .his grand-sori., G co. 
"l\f. 1'owle, now lives. ~rl1is fann contains two huiHL 
red ai1d fifty acres. 

·: ,v e will now go hack to J~ntield. Reuben: 'J.1ow le~ 
S~·. having becorne .financially h._~vo~ved, as the result 
of bchig•surety forµ friend~ was·_undef the necessity 
of. ·selling ·his farrn and ·en1igratiri_g to a newer ·part of 
the country, ,v.here land was_· cheap, and a} bet_wcei1 
.s0·111e p·ortion of the .""\Vest and Northei·n \~er1uont, he 
cl~ose the latter, and sometin1e during. the year 1815, 
at t~e !lge of fifty-three, n1oved_.to' J~\·anklin, _where 
one ;daughter anq. son had already pi·eceded him. Ile 
'here t6ok the fai•rh;· a· sn1all. o·ne, left v,~cant by the 
·death of" ·his son-~in~law, T. 0. Colcord, and on which 
he ever -after continued to live. .]le built the main 
part ·-of the house near by and made -additions to ~he 
original farm. 



He was an industrious 1nan and possessed, in 
gootl . degree, those . qualities tha~ ·are so _quickly 
recogn-ize4 a1~d n1ade use of by neighbors aud· towns­
men. Ile. ,vas an ncti~1g- Ju~tice ,of the Peace _ahd 
represented the town in the Legislature in 1822 iind 
1823. IIis wife. was an. i11telligent" and _capable 
won1an and they wm:e n1uch esteemed i11. the con1~ 
rnunity i11 \vh1ch -they lived. 
· 'l'hosc _of 1ny generation wen -rernen1ber ,., grand·­
f~ther'~- and ·grandmother's room~, in the :old hon1e, 
where the childi'.e:n and neighbors were wont t~ as­
se1nhle for a1i -hour's cha_t or rnore extended visit. 
Those were tl'lily- ·,. goo<l old ti~nes/' where. tl1e ki1jd­
lie_st of feeling prc·vailc<l, aud • of w hieh ·uiay the 
nie1nory cve1·_ be greci1. . 

'rhe you_ngest son lived 911 the home. farn1, · while 
the o_ther t\\'o au<l two of the (iitnghters, wh~n- n1ai-riod, 

. on farms adjoining, tin<.l the other two only about _two. 
n1iles away, as ~viiLl1c seen f~1_rther along. 

rl'hc years p_:tss quickly· by, and the· ·wife of our 
rcn-eI"cd ancestor was calle<l to the _ 1Jettei· land. · Jn 

. . 

the fan1ily Bible, now nearly a hilnd-red years- old, 
n1~y be found the fqllo,ving insc1iption," 1nade by_ the 
bereaYed hnsLai"1d. · .· .,. · 

. ~, Sarah 'To,rle, n1y. beloved ·wire,_ died t.:farch. 7~h, 
1843, aged seventy-nine )'C_ars, te-1 1nonths ~n1d fifteen 
days." · 

Ile lived a few years longer and ·diel}· in great 
peace, .alth~ugh. suffering from the sorest· a 1Hiction, 
cancer ~n. the ·-face, Sep~cri.1Ler 15th, 1849; . .in the 
eighty~seventh year of _his ugc. 
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THE FAMILY AN·D DESCENDAN.TS 

-OF-

Theophilus and Deborah Towle. 

\Ve now return to the history of l~w fu.1nily of 'fheo­
_phil us Towle, a s1na11 · pttr_t of \v bich has l;ceu previ­
ou~l_y giten. Aftc-r·remo_ving to. theii.'_ncw ho1ne o_n 
the fann adjoining that of his fa.the.r';::; . Oll the east, 
the followi11g chil<h·on were born: · Cn-ruline, l\Iay 
17'th,. 1818; ·J-oh11 J .. , OctoLcr 8th, 18;!1; \Vj}Iiaui 
I-Iarrisou,··January 2~st, 18;!7·_·; .Jo11atlian, ~ncl, Octq­
l)er 1 ;~ th, 18;28. · 

_ Like t.he others _of the first settlers, he c;On1111e;11{,:cd 

in the ~orcst, - which reqriir~u.- years _of hard labor to 
trunsfor1n into en:~tiv!1,h~c.1 ·fiellls. ])uring the year 
18HB -the ~carlc·t f<ivei~~ then-a new t.liscwse an<l better 
k11own _ as th~ "c,tnker and-- :rash,'' prevailed_ in the 
neigh bol"l1ootl with fatal effect,- anc.l several ho111es 
,vere ·uutrlo desolate .L-v · the d·eath of. s01ue child. 

~ . . 

'l'hcir ~on, "\Villiain· II. died· of this disease, January 
3nl, lSBH, being ahont six years old·. 

_ 'J.'he only daughter, Caroline, was :tu ac'.(.:01uplished 
-yotll1g ln.<l.y, highly rcspect_cd in the connuunity and 
useful in the church, btrt u·fter a short illness-she was 
called to the bctt~r land, January 30th, 18-17, in .the 
t,venty..:uinth· yenr OI: her age .. 
- - 'l'hcophilns 1'-owlc died l\1arch 31st, lSGfJ, aged 
seveuty"-nine years. l~is ,vife-, Deborah, li vetl several 
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yeltrs "longer:· with her son,. J onatha-n Towle,· who 
fiuaHy,_succecdecl-to the home farn1, dyi1ig Jitnnary 
12th, -1$78, aged eighty-·five:-yenrs-~ 

This worthy· c<fu'.pl'e wcie cor111ected \vith the_J\fetho­
dist: chui·ch here ·for" 1nany ye~rs, beii~g niernbers· of 
the·_ first: class 'of seven, forrned -in-. 1821, and al-011g> 
,vith those of their generation, _-htLored earilestly a1~'d 
faitbf1illy" for the- social -~nd ·spiritual -,velfarc of those, 
among ;w ho1n thei Jived~. · 

The fa~11'/y of James. C., .Anna and· Mary -A. Towle. 

J a1nes C., the -oldest soii_; n1arriecl Anna O haplin, o~ 
Berkshiie, Septen1ber 2;~nd, 184-1. -· :ire had ·previ-_ 
ous-ly purchased tho south half of his "fti.ther's fttrin 

and erected a h_ouse ther9011. Bn t · for a Ii ttle· tiine 
01ily was he pe1~m_itted ·to enjoy the ·_society of his 
beloved wife;. fo:i~ dca-tl1 carne ·suddenly and Ol~ 1'.Iarch 
2Gth, 1845, · she· -b,tde ·· bini. adieu· and went to hc·r 
eternal hou1e. 

~f~n1e 17th, 184;5, he n1ar1;ied Jiary E., ·atinghter of 
·Alson· Judd. lie1:e their oldest ·child, Seth ·l\L, was­
~orn, .A.ngust" 21st,· 1847'. · · 8ori1e·~irJ?.e during the 
following year lie sold his "f:trn1 to his brother,· J_oln1 
J., _ aiicl _purch~sed one adjoining o·n the_ cast; _but sit­
uttted i:ti ··the town of· Berkshire. · IIere their ·other 
children ,vere born, llfary· A., August 10th, 1850; 
Ella . It· and ·E1~11nit.]., twins, ~lay . 7th~ · 185.J:, i1nd 
James o~, Jr., Octobei· 15th;· 185tL Eri1111a. l. died 
Jai1uary 25th, i855, a_little past 01i"e j·c;t:r old, tu~d-her 



twin sistei.·, :J~lJa It, February. 24th, 1871, _whml 
nearly-.seyentccn years old. . 

J~~nies . C. was· an indnsti·iou_s a1~d thrifty farmer, 
his landed property cornprising two· hundred and 
fifty-five ucres .. Ile ·was .intru~ted with· important 
to,vn · n.nd cln1rch offices and possessed, in a go_od de­
gree, the confidence of those with w]101n he associated . 
. After· a ·long and· p:1infnl · _illness he passed away in 

.. g~eat peace, April 29th,. 1883, in the· seventy-ninth 
~year of his age .. · IIis• wife, J\Iary, lived a· few. years· 

.. longer· and.' then joined t~1e departed ones, passing 
:away August 24th,- 1885, being not quite fifty-seven 
_yetirs old. · 

'l1 he oldest s011, Seth JL, n1ru·ried · Auric 0., ditngli­
-:ter of llora.ce Ewins, of ·Berkshire, Oc.toLer 18th, 
187.1. · Pora 'tin1e h~ ··w·a~· i~ the 1nercantile business 

.at Berkshire Ce11ter, Litt· h1 · J 873 he ren1oved to 

..Enosbnrgh Falls and engaged iu the san1eJJusiness 
thel"(\. lle' -,vas ·a -noble .·Christian ")'Olillg lllclll, with 
iiat.teri"ng, })rospects :for· the fntnte; but. in the. sun1-

:·.1ner of:· 1875 he was stricken down with the feve~·, 
:-fron1: the e:ffects oi which he died, .A.:ugust :2Gth,.J 875, 
aged twenty~.eight .. ycars._)Tis w~fe is· now :.J~ving in 
Bakersfield. 

'l'he ~nly. surviving daughter, l\fary A., was· mar­
ried to ·'\Varren N. 1Yil1ey, Octobe:i• 2nd~ 1883. Ile 
purchased the farm- of 01~e hundred and sixty. acres, 
· south of his father's and just withii~ the to,,,n of 
Sheldon, -,~here they cont_inue to resi~e. · 'l1 hey llave 
two children, ·J\Iurion. A., ·born October :.25th, · 1885,. 
and Caroline A., J nly 17th, 1890. 

'James 0., ·Jr.,. the 'yoµugest. child, llHlrried Lillian 
0;, daughter. of Ahn yr Phelps of Berkshfre, Janu-
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ary 10th, 1877. Ile lives on. the .home farm -and bas 
been quite ·cxtensh·ely e1igiLged.,: u_ntil lately, · in the 
1nanufacture ·of cretu11.ery butter, buyfrig, scllii1g, .etc~ 
Of the_ii~ ·chiidrei1, -Lillian A.· was born· .Api·U · 27th, 
1879 and. died )fay 30th, 188.0~ ·v era l\I~~ boi·n June 
29th; 1881'; ~cth· 0., March.31st, l~8i3;_Nellie .'S., 
October 2Gtb, · 188~:1-'; died. iray 28th, 1885~ ·_ · 

J an1es 0. ,' like otheis of the . young n1en o_f his 
gen~ration; is)>eing cn1led ·upo1i for 1:esponsible ser­
vice-in town: and church, and it -is but· just ~o-say,. 
they ,ire f,ti t~1ful to the .trust ·conunfrted to then1. 

_ The Family of.John ·J. and Mercy M .. Towle: 

John J., second son ·of _'rheopl1~lus and µeLon1.h 
~row le, n1arri"ed ·. J[ercy · )L. l\lasqn of· Sheldon, ·.)lny 
2~th, 1850, a1ia· settled down on the· ftirn1 previoqsly 
pnrchiiscd of "his brother, Ja111es o.· : 'l1owle.. IIere 
their oldest; ch_ild, ,v ill1a1n irason., was born, ])eccin­
bcr .21st;· 1851. ·s0611 ,lftc~·wfrr<l h3 scHd t.q his young­
er brother J onathtUl, _and . purclutse_d. what was then 
known as the ,·, Il i1 tler f,~rin, ~- in s·heldo1i·, aho.u t 01ie 
and one-half miles west fron1 Enosburgh Falls .. · I-Iere 
Harrison \V. w-a~ born'!\fay 7th, i858, an·d Phebe ~I., 
A11g·us:t lf}th, 1860. 

Although fai;nifng· was to be theh·. · chosen occupa-· 
tion,· both John __ and l1is.·iwifc· h_aa· been __ e·xp.eri_e~1ced 
school 'tea9l1e1;s;· and .~arlY reso1,red_ to: give "thei1~ ch.i1-

,. ·.· .. \ . . ... 

dren · as libentl a·n ea uc·ation. ·as -.their : n1e~u1s wou]d 
'allow, hi',.-~frde:r ~o-.as'fdr as' possibfe 1ii~re l)rope~·1y'fit' 
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therri' ~or ·.'the_ir avocations··in iife~ Thei'r-,9hlest son; 
'\f~Hian{ll., grad t1ated at tlic J o·hris'on·N or·n1al°School, 
attended- tlie .. l\Iethodist. Seniiuarv.at· IItnitpelie1:, u1id 
after,~'tt1·d . g1~aduated fron1 the 'school· bf 'l'eclinology 
in \Vorces-ter, Jfass., in the ·depar.tn1cnt .of ~I~chani­
cal Engineering, in 1877._ · .. A.fterward, for a. ti1ne, was 
in cornpany with A. Ir._· iran.Iey of •Enosburgh -Falls. 
Ile 'went fro111 · here in 1884 an·d has since been in . . 

Terre 1Iaute,_ ·Indiana,· Itha~a .and· Syrac1LSe, N. ·Y.> 
,vhere he had profitable poBitions. ' ls no\v in ~fans..; 
field, - Ohio, where he ·is sn pcrintendent iu engine 
works, draughtsn1,i1~, · tester of_ en-gin.es; _ct·c·. · · 
·. ·. · I-Lfrrisoi1 :,v~; the second s01i, _rc1nains .on the:Jarm, 
of which he has chal'o-e. I-ie riia1Tied Ch,irlotte E . 

. ·. . . ·. . . _b _. .. , .. ·. · ... ·. ' ,. . ' 

daughter of Albei·t l(ettell ·of Shehlon, Octo.h~r 11th, 
1888 .. She :was one of a fa111i"{y .of twelve children~ 
all living._ · tucy A., their only cJ{ilcl, '"~as: born. Octo""'.­
her ]3tl1, _1880. Ile jg an entl1nsiastic fanner. 

· This farin cun.taii~s 217 acres. and is- \'el\Y. i11;oduc­
tiv~. . Excellent btiildings l1uve. beeu .erected thereon 
an<.l the tuthe.r .had been g:eftil1g 'things in readiness 
for the son' who· Sll°CCeeds hirn. But ··he ,vas not 
destii1ed to l~ng. ci1joy the ... fniits: oi. hiH_ · 1abo1~, for 
disease; clai1ned. hi1n as . • frs- own, .. it_l~d . . g·r~d qttlly. 
clesc~nd{ng to the." valley' of the shadow," he passc~l 
over the ri v~n·, lea vii1g t11e · best of. e_v.i<1ci1ce _: behind 
th,·l~ he' was at. rest. lie .\Vt~S clos~ly·' iaentif}ed. with 
the interests . of .. the town· of. Shcldoi1 and of the 
l\fe.tho<li_st c·hurch ·. t:tt Enoslnu:gh · :Palls, __ of wliiph he 
,vas ·a 1ncmber·. ;_' II~s death o(•curr~d __ An_gust 3rd, 
'1889·,. in· the sixty~eigh~h year. of his age ... · ll~s wife 
·1.-enu1ins··ou the ftirin, alo1ig with .h~r. son- ~Iai~rison. 
'.'; Th~-- only ~aughter, Phebe 1\r.,·. graduated ·at the 
·s't. Aibtiils liigh School in the class :of 1882 and was 
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engaged here a year ·_its ~teacher. : .·Has. sit1ce been at­
tending- a.:.- :State NornTu.l ·.School.in Qs.wego, ·N. ·X., 
fro1n 'w.hich ;~he,;gradtiat~-d du:ring th_e · wintef .of -lB!Jl 
and D2. • .She· ii-3 now in college ·at Bnrlin_gton. 

The Fann'/y of. Jonathan ·Towle, 2ncl, Sophia H. 

and Lovisa· S. Towle; 

·- .· --- ----- . --

.Jonathan, yonngPst son of 'rheophilus· ,llld l)eborah 
-'l'ow·le,.:n-1arried Sophia -11.,. daugl~ter of l lenry.)low-
1na11, :,lune 1st, 18-!b. As . .:\_Ir. Bown1an's. 11iu?1~ \\·ill 
freqi1e1i.tly :o·ccnr in this·- work, it wql. he proper·here 

· to state :that he ·was one of -tl~e t~arl y settlers ii'l ·.this . . . . . 

part of th~ town a1.1tl was elected' to tlie Legislatn"r_e 
iu IHH~1 aiul 38. 

'J'_hesc d1ildteu \\"Cl'C bo1·n' to J,ouatha:u and Sophia 
To,vl_e: Jlenry 1:I., ··Jnne 28th, 184.0, died .. :!\Iar<.:h 
23rd, 18DO .. .A1laline S. and.C,u;olin·e 11., twiu~,.born 
N<;,vcn1Lor 25tl1;. l8f,ij ;. George l\L, Septen11Jer _ilst, 
1~5!J-.;. Lncia "1~., Septeinher'Gth? l.SGl·;- antl Guy-E., 
Septeinher ;~Gth, 1870. ·.Jlis·. \\'ife, Hu.pliia, died -Au­
gust 30th, ·188-!, · agl!tl Ji.fty~fonr years · ~larcl1. 1 ~1th, 
188,5, he: 1narried Lovisa: S.,. d-augh_t'er of .the late 
J. ·G-. ,v eld1 of Sheldon. Iu: 1889 h-e l'~lllOV~~ t9 
•Enoshurgh ·Fa.Us ai1d. erected. a d,ve{Ung hon£e on 
Ore hard. ·street. · If ere their: child, Lini-ra .A.'., was 
Lorn, October 13th, .188D.· l\Ir. Towle "~as a. prou1i"'.'. 
nent ·citizc1~ ·of ·Pranklin, an acting Justice of the 
Peace ~ud active worker -in the- church.' Ile is Ht . , . , 

present:_.one of the officers ·:of" the' )Iethodist church 
at Enosbnrgh Falls. 
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.George lf., oldest son of Jonathan a11d · Sophia 
Towle, remains on the old 'fnrin. He _married Je~nie 
L:, daughter of the ·1ate. Abner Davi~ ·of ·Euosbnrgh · 
FaUs;· ·N ove1nbe1· 18th,.: 1884 .. :,rht3y. have two chil­
dren, Sopliia R., born Septcn1ber 26th, 1886 and Elva 
.J.-, June 14th, 1888.·· He·is artii1g Justice of '.the 
·Peace and·. present superintendent of. the· S;tbbath 
school in this place. · 

Adalin·e S. was n1arried_·to 4ndre~v. Colton,. De·cem-
-_ber 17th, 1872. · 'l'hey Ii ved, at. first, ·with Charles· 
Colto1i of Son th Prankli11. IIerc their son, · Charles 
J., was born, September 23rd, 1873. 'l"hey afterw~rd 
r~moved to Chnrlestown,-1\Iass., where their dait-ghter. 
Eva was Lorn,· Febrnciry -18th, 187G. .Par.t Qf the 
ti1ne since tl1ey have lived in Enosbugh Falls·, but 
arc. now back agai1~ iii .C~rn.rlcs~own, where. 1\.ndrew is 
in C<nnpany with . Uhn.rlcs Bntler __ in au ·e·xtensive 

· trucking ·Lusineso. · 'l'hcir s01~ Chttrles wi_ll gradu·ate · 
f ron1 the Boy's· English lligh ·school in J.line, 1802., · 
ttnd dangh tcr Evu fi.·01n the : Grauunar Schou! at· the 
sa1ne t'iinc; then she will e_nter the lligh· School. 
Bhe. is fond of _1nusic, vocal and instrt1~1eutal, an<l.. 
,vill probably ente:r· the N. E. Conservatory of l\lusic 
in Boston, son1etin1e dn~·ing 189t. 

Caroline lI., twin sister· of A<laliJ: e S., ,vas n1arried_ 
to Allen lJruper of Berkshi1~·e, Octobo'.· 20th, 1 ~79. For 
a ti111e they li vcd in Charlestown,' l\(ls:S., where their 
first child, liarry I._, was lJorn· Deceutber 3-0th, 1880. 
Ella ~1. was born in Yranl~lin, l\Iarch 4th, 1883, and 
John B., April 8th, 18.87. They are at present living 
upon the farn1 of E. N. Judd, in South· Berkshire. 

Lucia E. was n1arried to Clarence A. ,v ek:h ·o{ 
Sheldon,-1Iarch 12th, 1885. He.lives upon the farm 
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which his father and grand-father occupied. before 
hi.n1, ~nd like on~ of old can say: · "'l'he lines have 
fallen -to me in places and I hav·e a goodly hei_ita.ge. ,,. 
Guy as yet 1;em-ains unn1arriecl and .lives at ~~nosburgh 
Palls. · 



THE FAMlLY AND DESCENDANTS 
-OF-

Jo11athan· and. Lore11a Towle. 
- J 011~1than; second s0~1 of Re11ben and Sa.1·ah .Towle, 

was thirteen years old when he ctin1e. with his father's 
family fron1 l~nfield, N. II.- to '.F'_ranklin. Ile s1Jent 
liis earlier years on the hon1e :f.tl~lll. A~- the age. of 
l_'ighteen, with only twenty-live cents- in his pocket, 
he starteu on foot fu~· Jerieho, Ohitteudcm county, 
where he apprenticed hi1nsl'lf for .three Je1trs to Jon­
atlptn Goodhue, to learJ1 cJ_1_e trade of ca1]1enter and 
Joiner. _.At the end of · this ter1n l~e _ returned ·to 
Pranklin, and Jor several vears. worked at lii:-; trade•. 

~ . 

-~rhere tLre sev·cn~l houses stil~ standin-g in this pa1·t of 
the town -that he · built. Ile ·also . taugli t· school 
winters in .the o.ld log sehool ·house; : Ile -purchased, 
duri ug thi~ tin1e, lwlf ·s! · lot of .land of Sa1iuwl liu lJ-, . 

bard~ .one of the gra_p.-c~cs· of .tJie: tow1i, adjoining his 
father's, on -the nonh, on.· which l.~e_ n1tt,]e. a sn1all 
.cle--J.ring and bni!t a house. April 19th, 1831, he 
1narried Lorena, daugh tei· of Johu · J)ai11es of Cau1~ 
bridge an<l grand-daughter of Elias Babcock, a s.old-.ier 
·-of the .R_ev.olutio1i., and settled down -to- ·fanning . 
. ~larch 3rd, -1832, their ·first -chil~; · E"d~in. R~, ,v~s 
·bo~·n; bnt was permitted to bless their ·home _only for 
a brief -tin1e~ ·being.: one of the victi1ns of the scarlet 
fever that _prevailed the following "inter, ot° ~vhich he 
d:ied .:Ja;nuary -8t:h, 1833 .. , A1igust 1st, 1833, the 



second-·son; ~dwin ]l., ·was horn; Snsnn L.; .AJ)i·il 
4th, '.183fi and -1\fahitla U.~ October 28th, 184:2. 

J 01-utthan 'l'owlc did 1iot, to auy extent, Jollow his 
trade after his n1nn;inge, ·hn-t devoted hiu1sdf with· 
rnnch energy_ and persist<i:uce to his· farin .. lfe · wtLS_ 
niuch intci-ested iu this (J(~(:llp.ition, was .an intelligent 
an·a indn~trions worker, laboring not only for pro~ent 
results, Ltit fur the fut1irc wel.f.n·e of his chih1rei.~ who 
should sn-eceed hiB1. \Vith uthers ·of ·his fan1ilj, he 
W-cLS trnste<l with affairs· in town and church, in· which. . . . . . 

he held responsible posi tio11:-;. 
It used to he the custon1 in ~he. e,trly history of the 

settlers, at the rH,isiug of build irigs,. to furniHh liquor, 
·of 'which _all wh~) wishod partook. Bt~t. a.bout fifty 
years ago the -feeling became ·a.ppareut an1oug so1ne, 
tlrit.t the. custon1 ,~as wrong. in pri110.iplc clIHl _prti.~tiee, 
and should .. 'lw a_L:uHlo1wd. · It ru·quircll so.me. (~unr,1ge 
to gu ,igaiust, _ thi~_-old-l-i1~10 priwt.iee, Lu t _ it w~1~ ·done·;; 
The building~ a barn,, j:; still standing on th,e thl'n­
fann of Jonathan. 'l'ow le, the first - buil<li11g raised 
without the. aid ()f nun. 'rhcre wei·e those present., 
it is s~tid, ·who . n~ost · earnestly hoped the · sc:hen1c 
Would. not .sucecc<l, l,nt .it did.- . -There w·erc deter­
_.minod ·uwu· in the_ 1nattcr, who ::new their eaiise W~lS 
jnst~ antl th.ei1~ strengtli" as w·en a;,_·_conrage was eq1tal 
to the occasion, ~Lnd as· the cuuseq.uence, · the bT1ildi11g 
went up and the op posers were defeated-:· · · . · _ 

He· and his wife labored earnes~Jy and. faitlifnJly 
together to give their·· children t-he: best educational 
advantages _theii· 1neans· ~vonld allow, and to advance 
their bcst_111ateria.l and moral interests .. 

]I_e did not_ attain ~1nto the age of•· hh, fathers but 
})USsed peacefully a way Decen1 her -.30th, l86H, in the 
. sixty-second year of his ,(ge. 
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'l1he only. liv~ng .son, Ell wi~ ~t 'I'owlc, ron1ained 
uppu the :a1iGe~t1:a1· fnrin-· nnd sor~ght to. ca.~TY- forwa1~d 
tpe: ro;k.: lil~S f_athe;r 4ttd co1nn1cnced .. FelJrlJ~ry 14th,, 
1856, be n1ar1~icd Oai~oline E.' 'rruax. T·Ivo · c:hilclr~n 
wer~ J-,orn to then1, ]leruu~n ]t,_ Apri:l 2.nd, 18G2; 
anct E·dwh1. J., 8c.ptc1ubor 17'th,· l~G5. 

'. .)3erng son1ewhat of a literary_:turn of n1inu, he, in 
e·arly life~ con~l~le_nced to _'write for various 1n1ulic:~ti·ons, 
anu _for ·n1any years. lfas bee~l agriculturu.~ _editor of 
the St~ Albans ltfesse1~ger. · · · · · 

Frorn 1881 to 18.SG he· was a ·lnmnber of ·the· State 
Botird o:f .A.griculture, und;i~ various ,;ays _has ~ought· 
to advai1ce tllc interests of the occupaJiou; whi,eh has 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

dcsecnde~ t.o hin1 fro1n µ, long line o"f ancestors. · 
llis. oldest. son, 1Iern1an -;@~, ma1:ried _J enrrie S., 

da1~ghter of the late "'\Villiam Stanl~y, a. ptuniine_nt 
faru1cr· of the . .11eig-hboi·hood, ·O(?tober 2n:(l, 1.8~~-- Ile 
fa associated witl1 his _father upon. tho_ f~n;n1. · They 
11ave t\VO. ehi_l<lren, Arlan s., b.or.u Oetobc~· 8th, 1°885, 
a1i<l l\'[aude 0., ·July 17th,. lSUo.· 

For sever~l years the younger ·son, E. J.~ was with 
F~- F~ _'l\vit~hell & Co., St. _1\.lbans, _bu_t ·at this time 
·is at .home. 

For several_ years . Susa.n ~ L., -oldest daughter of 
Jonathan and Lorena 1'owle, \,vas engaged _in teach­
ing, but J)eccmber 2nd, ] 861, ,v·as married to Caleb 
Ladd of Corinth~ For a· few y\~ars they lived on a 
fa1:~ north . of the homestead ai1d w he_re their· only 
child, Charles If., was born, A.ugu~t 2·4th, 1872. 

Fron1 here they _. ren1oved to a farm near East 
Highgate. IIere ~fr. J:.Jacld died july 22nd, -.I873, 
aged forty _years. This farm. was sold soon ·afterward, 
and Nov_ember 26th, lS.78, Susan _L. Ladd ·,vas ttufr-
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ried to George E. Pomeroy.- (Pnrther history em­
braced with that of_ the Pon1eroy fctD:1ily.) Iler. son, 
Charles I-L Litdd, is iu the en11)k~y__9t _th~ _:Franklin 
Oou-nty Creaincry Association. . . -

l\Iahala C., youngest daughter, was n1arried to 
:Benja.1nin ,/1.. l~eatty, _sqn· of .J. ,v.--_ Beatty, Oc.tob_er 
12th, 1~64.i,: --['hey took u.i) th~i-r ~esidence -- on_ ,~fi•at 
useu. to. be kno\vn ~~s tlie· °iVillia1n lla1nrr.1on4 far1n,_ a 
half-n1ile cast fi·on1 the. South T,'rariklin st:.ition, in 
Sheidou. --IIere·-their-'only child; Emmett-·B.; was 
·born, -ttpril ·1-4:~h, 1868. ..~Ir. Beatty is a· Iai·ge land­
owner; having sonie six hnnd1:ed ·acres in Sheldon an·d 
Franklin. · .For sev_eral years he hus belouge<l. -· to -t-h_.e 
board ·of select1:11~n o-f the town and. been -actl1~g J us~· 
tice· of: the -Peace-. 

The ,vife of ,Jonathan 'f owle, otu· mother,: lived 
with-- her - daughter, - J\Irs. Be:{tty, foi:· s.ev~ra~ y"ears 
previ_ons·:to· l-880 :and where.she died after a_ brief ill­
ness, Api'il 18th, aged (H) ye---a.rs.-

1'heir··son, Brrnnet.t 1~.-, ma1~ricd Dora E., daughter 
of Q. IL Ilastings of St. Armand "\Ves~,- -1'~ Q ... Ile 
is associated with his father in business r nd is nh;o in 
the ·en1ploy·,of the St.· Alba.11s Creanrery (;\·,. 



THE F;\MILY A.Np DESCENDANTS 

Reuben 'l'owle, Jr. was the yo~111ges_t son of B~t.1ben 
·and Sarah _'l'owle. · In accordance -with a, nn-iversal 
cnsto1n-· :beiug the youngest son-· he re~nained wi_th 
the pa.rents and cared_ fur the1n. _in their clecllniug 
years. .·-If o · n1arried Narcissus; daught_cr of Stun uc] 
Stanley, a farmer of "the neighborhood, a1id one of a 
fan1.ily of twelve, ,tll of. wh~n1 .uuiri·ied,_and had fan1-' 
ilies· -of- their own. 'l'he ct1te of· this 1narria.gc is 
unknown, as . ._it canno.:t ~e-. found. ~nong ;the _.recoi·d:s 
of. the fa.n1il.i, but -it is suppose<l. to Le son1ptinte· 
din;ing ·the rnonth of"_ January, 182-5·~ 

·'l'o. :the1n wei·e: boril_ the. f9Uo,viug ehild'l'.~,n; __ Jay,. 
Sep,tei:nber .1~·/th, .. 1sin, died August :-11th, 1.sa-1; 
He1{~en ard, ~uly, 11th, 182_.8; ;A.n.n ~1♦,· -J~lly 18th, 
1831 ~- Jane, Oc-toLer.2nd,.183:1 _; ,Vill~an1;J:,iy, :P~cen1-
ber 22nd; 183-5; _ St.rah T., 1Iarch 13th, 1··s-:1:1; Er1njna 
N. ,- ]~,ebrunrv· 14-th, 1843. . . . ~ . 

H.euben 'l'owle, J·r.; was an ac~ive, geni,tl _n1an, iVl 

· excellent neighbor and trusted citizen; :in4,. \Yheu he 
. . . . .. 

died l\fay .7th, 1857,. at- the. en.rly age _.of fifty',~three 
years, t·he con1n1unity and_ the -church ,vbere h~ -liveil 
suffered- a g·reat loss. · · · 

Ile belonged to that sturdy, self-reliant -~lass of n1eu 
and won1en, :who, with lin1ited- resoutces, ~onquered 
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difficulties, overcame obstacles and established for 
themselves ancl_ their -descendants,_ a ·name and in­
her.ita11ce that ·is destined to Jive long after they had 
pass-eu on to the ge1_1eration of their fathers: 

The Family of Willia,n J. and Caroline M. Towle. 

At this. time his• youngest· son, "\Villiam Jay, had· 
011ly recently, Marek 5th, 1857, married Caroline 1\I., 
dttnghter of Lathrop l\Iarsh, _a prou1in_ent- citizen of 
this part- of the town. Ile was of the third gener­
ation to occupy the ancestral fann and lrome. It-has 
·since - been cnlai·gcd so that ·at p.~·ese11t ·it contains_ 
th~~e hundred and sixty acres. -

'l'hese are the.ir ch.ildren :_· - lleuben l\L, born A~1-
gust 19th, 1858; -Julia L., February 13th, 18G4 tuid 
· O~trmi L., July' 18th, 1867. 

Narcissus, wife of Heu°Qen 'l'owle; Jr. was married 
to IIenry Bo,vtna-n, inly 3rd, 185·9~ · 'l'hey lived ·with 
"\V. · J~ 'J:owle during the ren1ainde1~ o:f their -lives. -
IIenry l~o,v1nali _ died A-pril 19th, 18~11, in the eigh­
tieth ycai• of his- )ge., arid Narcissus, }~is wife, _;L"\pril-
28th, 1889,- aged· n·'early eighty-seven ye~frs, being the· 
last one of her generation -connected· ,yith the 'l'owle 
family. · 

Julia L.,· the·:only daughter of ,v. J. iind. · . .u_.- l\f. 
'l'owle,. a --1nost -an1iaLle :n-nd. beloved young, l:i:dy, 
-·de~pite ·:all that :coilld Ire ,dcnie •tff-~t-vert the- fetl <le­
stroyei·; died of-c:onsu1nption. Septe1nl>ei -5t~1, 18-83, :in 
the nine teen th· -year- -of · her age.- ·· I-I er tnemory · iB 
cherished most tenderly. _by r:unily and friends. 
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rl'he, boys,· Reuben and _Oarnii, .are ·as .yet unn1arried 
and at ho1ne with their parents~-·· . 

Heuben. has tr,tvelled exte1isively over the country 
in t11e p.nrsnit o·f ~usincss ·,nul -pleusnre. · ,v. ·J. is 
one of the -leading . 1nen of the towu aud is n1uch 
respec:tcd for his in_tegrity ~1id :'tLility. 

-----------------------

The Fam/Jy 9f Reuhen To'l!le, 3rd,· E/iza A~ 

and Clara Towle. 
. . 

Reuben· Towle, 3rd, ol<lcst Jiving son of Heu.Len, 
J·r. and N·a_rcissus '1:'ow~e, ~1w,rried for -his first wife, 
l~liza A., <laughter of the late J". IL But~on of..Sw:in~ 
tou, .January 31st, 1850. At first h¢ settled on :the 
north part of his fa~her's far1n, where new buildings 
had been ·erected for·a lion1e. -iJere his· old(~st ch_ild, 

. . 

Ilirarn B., was born; Jan1Htry 1st, 1851. "In :a little 
n1ore than a ·year the yonrig wife inci mother died 
after·- only a few days" illuess, :Feln·nary .t2nd, .1852, 
aged twenty-two- years. 

I[e .wa.s 1nari-ied the second~ tin1e to -Ola'.ra, daughter 
of Henry Bowman;- Septcn1r',et ·9th,· 1852.. In ] 858 
he purch,isc<l. the farm foi'.inc-1:ly o·wned· hy ·ncv. _Peter 
Chase,: hi the neigh_borhool, and where t.hey · now 
live. 'l1he children f ron1 this 1narriagc· tLre ,villiain· 
H., borri .])ecen1ber 20th, 1854; :Eliza· 0;,' l\Iay- 6th, 

. . 

185H. .and 1\Iartha S., ·- Se1iten1ber 26th, 18G8 .. irr. 
Towle has l.1.ad much experienc_e in town· ttffairs· and 
,vas elected ·1•e11rese11tati~e in 1884. 
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1-Iis -second son, ,villiam II., .n1arried l~n1n1a .;$., 
daught.er of. \Villiarn Stanley, Januury 4th, )87'U. 
Ile occl1pies-:.t·he· farm, a most. exc9lleut. _011e:, of one 
huntlred an:d fifty .aci•es, w i-th his :father, -a1:id at. 

pr9sent belongs to the board of selcctn1cn of the 
town .. 'l'heii· c_hildreu are ]~nun.a J~elle,- -born )f arch 
12th, 1877; 1~d wru:d S., J a1l'uary" 18th, 1881,_ and 
"Tilbur-II., ·A1n-il 1st, 1887. · 
- IIiram·-B., only son. of ·Reub(_n1, Hrd, ai1d, Eliza A~. 

Tow.le~ n1~trried fo1~ his fi.r::;t wife A nra: ,vilder o.f 
Sh~ldon, ,Tune 27th, 18.7i. . 'l'!1ey ·settled on tlie 
Jlira.ri1 Bow1nau farn1 which, with additions, n1ukes 
the total an1onnt o'f land owned-here 115 acres.· JI.,ls 
also·an interest in a far1n ·in Fairfield. 'J1"he child.rcn 

. . 

of this 1uarriage are· Arthnr J.t, bqrn July ~ 1st, 
187'a; George II., Septen1 Ler 4th, J 8;;·5 u.nd Holland 
,v:, .Septe1nl>er 2.Jth, J877. After -·a long ilh1ess, 
p,tticntly cndn red, t]~e youiig wife all cl .1nothor eon1-· 
ruitted her,little faniily tu the tcuder Shc.pherifs care, 
bade thcn1 adien and passed over the rive,r, Octo.her 
Gth, 1880, ii1 the twcnty-eigth year of her age. · 

June 22nd:,· lS-81, lL B. 'J.'owle- WHS 1narried the 
seeo1n1 ti1no to -.Altha· H.; da1ighter. of nlyron .1-Iuri­
hert of t',hcldon._ ·r:l'hese child1:cn have been Lon.1 to 
then1·: I-Iai·Iow·]3'._. January 7th. 1884. andG-race H., 
July 5th, 18t-i5. _ _ _ 

Eliza C.,. oldest ·daughter of'l1. and (} .. 'l'owlc,- was 
n1arricd to ,,ralter S. Hobie, /1.ugust 30th, .187'i'. · This 
family traces back to that of l\Irs. A.nli· H·obie, who 
1narried our- ancestor,· H.euhen 'row le. l'hey rmnain 
·011 tlJe· fa~~n1 forinerly owne<.l by the father,, \V. C.­
llobie; _our present town clerk~ ·':rhis is· an excellent 
farn1 of one hundred· acres and Walter S. is n1uch 
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i_nterested in his .occupation. As: will be see1~, he has 
<:t goodly nun1her of boys for SllJ>port-crs in his work. 
'l'he children are "'\Villian1 C., b9rn July-31st, 1878.; 
Clara I~., June 24th, 1880·-; Henben · Olin; 8epten1bet 

.15th,- 1882 ;. Freet ,v~, January ·1~t,· 1887; :\Vesley 

. N., Pebrnary _2;3rd-, 1891... ~Ir. ,and .J\Irs.-, Hobie -are 
held. in -high ·esteem --in ,chnrch ·and. neighborhood 
where they live~ -

. . Martha: 8., youngest dai1ghte1~ of R. and C:, Towle, 
. is a. well ednc,1-ted young lady and success-fu-1 school 
~eacher, ·having taught sixteeir" tern1s. · 

---·---------- -~ . ------. 

The Family of _R_ev; L. L~·ancl Ann R. (Towle) Green . 

. Ann_ .It, ol<}est daughter of U.eu.Len ancl N a·rcissus 
'I1owle, was·n1arried to Len1on ·L .. Green of Ber_kshire; 
JHtirch 23rd, 18-18. For_ a, few years they Ii ved on a 
small fu.rrn in South Berkshire .. · l\Ir. G recn is· a . . . 

lvicthodist loc~~l 111inister, and ·a portion ~f . his tin1~ 
··Jias. been occupied _in preaching. ·\Vhile living here 
their ~hlest ·-child, Adelia ~L, wus born, Atigust _ 3rd, 
184:U. Sornetintc a_fter this ·tJ1ey. re1:nove.d to Chatcath­
gay, N. Y., where he was ·e,nployccl in fanning, ·aucl 

. preaching. llere .!\lice S. ,vas lJorn . J;· .. nuary 1 ~'th, 
l80G·and Emily"_ S., A1)ril ~2nd, l.858~ - N e~t went t_o 
llon1hay, _N. Y., ,,::here _Buel ~- w:u, Lorn, Janua1·y 
10th,. 1863. _ 

The next and· -last remove_ ·was to their present 
· location,· Fort JackSQn, N. Y~, tnaue aholit t"we~ty­
'five years ag~. _ . liere the rest of their children- w~re 
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born: Itla l\L, ·l\,Iay 14th,. ~SG.7; Eva. lv!., April 26th, 
186D and Harlow D., J anua_ry 3ru, 187~ .. 

J)uring n1ost of this tin1e 1rfr~ Green hns preached, 
· either in his own town or others neiu· ·by, _and- in .ad­
dition has foll~wed- the occi1pation of farn1ing. 

~L1heir oldest daughter, :Adelia JI~, was- nuirtied to 
Silas ]~. I Iaselton of ]?ort J acl~son, date not giYcn. 
'fhey live 011 a farn1 near by. her fath~r's an<l have the 

. following goodly row .of· children:-. Jay· B., boni 
September 28th~-1870;. Le1:n1ie· \V., ~[arch 7th, 187:a; 

• Georgia. 1'1., January 5th, 187J·; .Frank· 0., Ja.n.uary: 
·24th, 187G; · Silas·· F., l\1arch ~-!th, :itn'g; Pearl ,J., 
April Gth, 1880; ]Jarry 8., J nnc ;~8th, 188;t; ~Fred 
.A., J nne 1 H~h, 188·1; .died 1)ecernLor. ~f>th; J 885-. 
· .Alice· 01\L, the· second ·aangh ter, \~as · inarricd to· 
IIcr~ert .B. Colcord of l1'ranklin, J·i.ti1uary lHtl~, ·1ssa. 
(See history-of the_ Uolcord family.) . 

l~miJy · S.· was 1narri.~d to . Jlib_bard S. • ~tanh~y, 
November 21st,· 188G... ['hey•·· hav.e · two.- chihiren, 
Anna l\l., born in Berkshii'e, . J~1eLruitry 9th, 1888 and 
Phi]o IL, in South·_ Pranldin, October 25th, .18!)0.· 
'l,h_ey are now living on a far111 adjoining that Qf his• 
fati1er's · on the· east,· ·and ab_oht one-half. rnil.e from 
'\Vest-Berkshire.· 

Bue]; ;the oldest son,· married. IIelen .Ohitten:den of 
Fort J·u.ckson, .. October; 2·2nd, _1887. ::'Dhey hav~. 01~e 

child,< ifay, born in -Berkshire, .. · l\fay · 2incl, 1880. 
11uiin-g.:th~ sumn1er season he is in the, er;nploy ·of· the 
]

1ranklin, Cp.un·ty; Or~amery. Assocfr~tio~l. · 
-'l'he,.fourth-daughter, :i\Iay, ,vas r.1arricd to·-He11hen 

·'~I.'. Button of- Swanton, l)eeen1b<>t lfJth,-1888. No,v 
live in.St-. Albans. 

Eva l\f., . fifth daughter, w_as _ n1ari-ied . to·. Geo~ge 
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]'.\filler~ of Fort Jackson, October 8th, 18D0_~ · ·_~l'hey 
have one child, Ann_a. M.,. born July 20th, 1891. 

The Fan1ily of Harlow ·and Jane A:._ (Towle) Button. 

Jane A., second daughter of Reuben and· Narci_ssus 
'l'owle, was ·n1ai-ried to lladow Buttoil,. of Swanton, 

.1\Iarch 20th, 1853. · I Ie wmr n _son of the late ,J. II. 
Bntton. rl'hcir children :trc l~liza A., born January 
4th, l 85-!; Ern1i-11u. L. ,. January 23rd, l_~fi-8; John 
JI.·, Jn1y 14:th; l8G3; Uenbcn '1'., Dcce;r~1ber · ;!:3.rd, 
18G-!; IIarlow, Jr.·, ·,Jnly ;~nd, 187;~. · 

Their first hou1c was .on a fa1·n1 a ]itt}e <listt111ce to 
the north from ·where· his· father then livt•d. . lie 
afterward· purchased . the ·hol'ne rann to. ,vhich ·he 
n1ade additions until his n~al estate iin1onntcci: t.o six 
hundred acres. IIe was one of the Ji_rst to c•.1nploy 
th_c·.:r~1!'.if..u~~tl -~"e:thod for o~tai~ing. ~he._.~rea1n __ fro1n 
m1lli: 1n l◄'ranid1n county. Co1nmencccl with lus own 
-dairy . at first, runni11g scp:t'rator with a one-horse 
Jiower, and gr~dually enlarging his operations until 
he had son1e. half.:a-dozen separators at different 
points, ma-l~ing all of the butter _.at the hon1e 1arm. 
On· the organization of the Frauklin Coiu1.ty Oreahr 
ery Association, his business with· that of· othe~·s was. 
:n1·erged in- that of the assocfo,tio1i; nnd of \vhich ·be 
is· one- of.-the corpo~ators_ and·.- ·officers.· In l891 he 
removed to the Porter 13ruine-rd J.nr1n in St. ·Alban$, 
uo,v belQnging to :the associati~ and of which he 
is at present .au perintendent. · 

-~rhe .oldest da.u·g-h~er, ·Eliza -A.·, ~as married to 
Joseph .Irwin o"f Sheldon, irarch 7th, 1872. 'l'heir 
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_children are·- Ha1ph, . horn July 2; 1874; lvfina _J._, 
J ,~nuary 25th, 1878; 'Archie, February 20th, 1:880· 
and Pear], A-farch 13th, 188-! .. ls· by. occupation a 
farn1er and lives in· Sheldon. 

Ei1:nina L.~ -second daughter,. · was 1narried to. 
Orange Pease, of S,vanton, 1'f a.rch 20th, 187H. She 
died ~lay !lth, 188G, aged· twenty-,eig4£ yeifrs. · 

John .fI., eldest son, inarrjcd -~ellie · l\litcl1ell, of 
Sheldon~ January 17th, 1885. 'l'hey l_1ave th rce chil-· 
dren, ,Jny 'l'._, -born October 1st, 188G; :Oiina ,J., J ~lly· 
18th, 1888 and i\.rthnr L.; l\farch .10th, 188H. · John 
has a farm of t\\'.'o-hundred acres.in Sheldon, antl has· 
been·honorecl by his town with import~nt trusts. Ile 
is at present n1anager of the ·Ja1nes ~I. Foss farn1, at 
St. Albaµs _llay. _ . 

Reuben, secon4 · son~ :1_narried . l\f ay," daughter. Qf 
Rev. L. L. Green, of Port Jackso1i,. N. ):., ·Deceinber 
19th, 1888. Is· at p.1~esent" i11 the en1ploy of the 
.b,rariklin County Crean1ery Associ:~tion ·and ifves. iii 
St .. A.1bans. · 

The Fan11'/y of Ashley E.· and Sarah C. _(Towle) Welch. 

Sarah 0., third daughtcr·of l{enben· and Narcis~us 
Towle, ·wa_s· married to' :Ashley E. W elcl1, of Sheldon, · 
June 28th, 1860. For a thne thev lived _oi1 the farin 

. ~ 

now owned by ,v~ N. ,villey, near the Fiankliii line. 
Here Ida]~. _,vas born Decen)ber "1st, 1~61, and._died 
March_· 13t,1, 1865; ·. lviina L., ~orn.- August · 13th, 
1866 and Willian1 S., -Scpte"inb.et.6th, 1869. 



A considerable nu1nber of years ago they sold _their 
Sheldon farm and pnrcha~e<l one of one hundred and 
twenty-six acres in ]Horril:itown, four .n1iles fron1 the 

.. . . . . . 'i ·. . . . .. • . - . . 

village of- liorrisville, .,where·.they uow live;· . . · 
'l'heir da.ng-hte.r, ~Iina L., was n1arried to Edward 

iJohnson, of fnn1kliu,• Octol,cr ±th, 1888~ :They live 
OH. the lion1e faru1···of a-'cn· .. c.. L. "l\fiu-sh~; iuid, ha,re· one. 
child, l\Ial'y .A., born NovcmlJer 10th, 188~,. 

Their only. son; ,villian1 S. is on. the far~n ·with his 
vpa:rents. 

_The· Fa,n/ly of Reu~en ar1Cl. Erniina _N·. 

(Towle) Chaff'e·e~ 

. Erri1ina N., yon11g<>st child ·of Heuh~Il. an<f Nar­
cissus.r.t'owle, was 1narried to _Ht.,nben Uhai~ee,_ o.f Bed\'.:­
shi.re~ {)ctulJer l ;2 tl1, l 8u4. For a short . tiri1e they 
lived with Jijs father, San11wl tn_1affec, on the ho1ne 
far~ and whei_·c their first child;. \Villi:.un J . ., was born,. 
A~1g11st 30th, 1SH5. 'J11wy .rc1noved to. tlie south i)art 
of · ]~nosbirrgh, near Bakersfield, · in J8G7 and· pur­
chased their })resent' farrn. 1Iere their other children 
·were· ~or11 : Nellie A., l\Iay ~!Uth, 1.s7:a; Flora NL, 
June·· 3rd, 1870 an~ Hollin, Septerhber 9th,. 1880; 
- 1fr. Chaffee_ -h~fs ttn ·excellent· farn1· of. eighty.;.four 
acres ·arid is earnestly de\~oted to his occnpation. l~or 
seyer,1lyeaTs he was superiutericlent of the_-schools of 
the town. 
· \Vm·. J., their- oldest son, married ·oarrie L. !lod­
ges, of Enosbi1rgh, Fe_bruary 5th·~- 1887. 'r hey_ have 
two children, l{atie L., borP--- ~{arch 3rd,. 1888 and 
Eva JL, iiay 5th, 1889~----.-;l'hey live on a- farn1 of one 
hundred and sixty~seven acres near his father's. 
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THE FAMILY· AND DESCENDANTS· 
~oF-

Jol1n C_.-an·d A1111·R.-(To,vle)·Colcorcl. 
. . 

lI rs. Aun It · Ct)lcord was n1arried to J ohi1 C. Col-. 
..... . . 

cord, brother. -Qf iier -first husba-nd, 'l'ristu111 U., for 
which. ·see previous histo_ry, _ SeptenJb.er 18th; !814. 
'J'he -Colc9rd farrtily irere uat.ive.s_, o·f 'rh:ori1ton; __ N. ir. 
. J ohu Q. l'~lllOVed to If 1~a-11k)in, Vt~; ·_soii)c· ti r1ieprc'vio~1s 
to his ,nut1Tiage,_·a11a' inirchused a tract of land sout~ 
of He11hen ~ro,r lo's,· ~vliei·e he ha·d Leen rna~init son1e 
in1provenlCuts, \ind hero. they n1ade tlieir hon1c. ~- .· rrhe 
fann is_ no,y in possession of a so11 aricl grand-son, John 
and -B:; 'it_. Colcord. rl'hese cl1iklreu wei·e bo·i~n to 
thc1n: · 11e.nry 0.,-·.August 20th, 1816; George, June 
12. th 1·820 · died FcLrnary· 23rd ] 825 · John born ' ., , . . ' ' . 

A1n·il 18th, 1822; l\Iariit, Septe1nber 20th, 1820; 
Sarah T., Sep.tember 25th, 18~8; George, June 2rid, 
1831.. 

. . 

1\Ir.- Colcord and his -wife were industrions and 
-careful people, looked well to the ways of their 
household,. and left a goodly heritage,_ both in. te1n> 
poral. and ·spiritual things·. Altho\1gh· ~- man of: ·rnost 
excellent _ judgn1en~ and a. carefiil man~ger, -1\1 r. 
Colcord was very retired in his ways, accepting ·fe~v 

_responsible_ positions iµ town or church. affairs, pre~ 
ferring th_at ·others should have the_ responsibility and 
the honor, if thGI"o~~ -c.io_ .. ai1_y ~ 



The d-aughter, l\iaria, a :most estimable young hi.dy, 
died in early life, April· 2nd, 1847, in_·_ the twenty­
first year of her age. 
_ · ... .\.. singular incident is -connected with her- death 

and thtit of s01ne other young ]ndies of the neighbor­
hood. Iler mother sorne time previously l_1ad drean1ed 
of seeing _a tean1, with two white horses, dl'ive out of 
the yard of the nearest neighbor, who· wris _a carpcn- · 
tei ai.Hl Joiner, and; as was.the cnsto:rn_ in those <lnys, 
{t 1nannfacturer · of coHins. In it ··were four young 
ladies, inclu~ling )laria. ,vithiu the year, the 'fon1~ 
had died, and their coflins we.re- n1ude-at this house-.. 
· 'J'he ·wife and n1othcr died ~July 25th; 1856, in the 

sevt:-ntieth year; of her tige. She was a n1ost •½calous 
Christian wo1nin1 · un<.l a n1en1ber of the first ?\1.cth­
odist class for1ned in this place. _Iler husbanJ.,-Jo]ui 
U.;.1ive<1 to tt goo<l old· ago, mid died -in hope <;f a 
gloi·ious inunortality; February - 18th, 18H9., aged 
eio-ht);:.two year;:;. ti .• 

The Fa,nily__ of_ Joh,~ and Sylvia ·P. · Colcord. 

John, second son 1 of J. 0. nnd A.-<n. Golcord, iifar­
·-'.rie~l-Sylvia P~·edcntia, daughte·r- ot°Eben Bo1vti1an~ of· 
· ,vcstford., ·June 7th, '1840. I-le -remained ·,vi fly =hi$ 
·.parc:n-ts\ on the farin. · Here these children were born 
:to them:- ·.Edward 0., ·September 4th, '185T; Fran~ 
cis O.,: • Decen1her 3rd, 1853; I-Ierbert· B~, Febi·nary 
16th, 185(l ;· J o-hn Cortes, J\f.ar'ch 18th, 1858; Ilaunah 

-Annette/ Jun~ -15-"th;_ :i~Gl. 
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~Ir Colcord has been entrusted with the principal 
town offices u.nd \Vas elected Hcpresentr1.tive to. the· 
Legislature in· isca ai1d iSfj-1. . lia~·. also been ·an 
active 1ne1nb~r and official in tho cht-irc~1, with. ,yJ1icb 
he has·been ~onnected for over h~df a centurj;_ 

IIis son, IIorb~rt It,_ 111arried .A.lice S., da_ughter of 
Rev. L. L. ·Green, of Fort Jackson·, N.-Y., 'J'i1nuary 
lGth; 187'7-~ rrhey live on the hon1e farin a1id have 

. two chiklron, Elnrer ·E.·, born -~lay 8th, 1880,· a~d 
J nlia· 'r., N oven1ber 2Gth, 1884. _ . 

E4 wuicl c.·, the oldest ·son, went t<;> \Yillia1n_sport, 
Penn., in 1873, a1id hns ever since been in ·the·eri1·­
ploy of his uncle, B. 0. Bo,vman,; an extensiv~ n1_a11-
ufactnrer iu1d dealer in lri:n:i bor~ · Jfarcli. 12th, J. 884,' 
he u1arricd 1\1,try .A. l[c1\fin1gal, of. "\Villian1sport~ 
'l'hey luLve f<?1u· children: · Edwai'd. 0 .. , Jr~, bo~·n 
Janttary 15th,' 1885; J?raneis -0.; ltfarch 20th, _iSSG ;· 
Sy 1 via. ·P., June IQth, 1888,· [LUU ]~ugeu~ L~, OctolJcr 
22nd, ·1$!H. . . . . . . 

· 1-re. is at . present in St. Albans, "\Vest . Virginia, 
where is loca.tccl a branch of .the· business of B. 0~ . . 

Bowman &. Oo~, bearing .. the _na:me of . ',-_Coal Ri vei· 
Boon1 nr1d I)riving Co.," a 1ninberii1g· enterprise, and 
is treasurer of the_ con1pany. _ 

It is a plcast1re to record· the success of our young 
n1en who leave the old ho1nes ·and seek their fortunes 
elsewhere. , It is a_lso gratifying to know that they 

. c~erish the n1ost kindly regard· and_ n1en1ory for the 
hon1es and friends of their yo1.1 th. 

:Francis C·., -the second S<?n, was for a tinJ.e in 
. Springfield~ -this state, and later in Orange, l\Ias~. 
1Yith fair J)rospect~ .. heforc lii.ni, he ._ :was con1pelled, 
:ron1 feebl~ l;,o,:iiih~ ·to ielinqnish his business and_ re-



.turn to the 1101ue- of his .father. Ile had been en-. . . / ' . . . . . .• 

gaged to n1arry .l\:~i"s~ Anna·. S. Shattuck, of _Athol,. 
J\Ia!3s., ·which event to.ok place at St. ·Albans, January 
3Qth, 1883. _ . The you1~g wife _was only permittecl, to 
care fo1· her husband a_ very little time, as -he· died of 
that most flattering and insi-dious. of diseases,. con­
si.un p'tion, · ·1,ebrnary 27th;. 1883, in the thirtieth 
year of his age. 

'l'he youngest son, John Cortes, spen~ 11is ~oyhood 
at· bon1e, bu.t soon after corning of _age, .in co~pany 
,vith a :yotuig ·n1~tn frori~ Sheli.1011, went to- .Oregon, on 
_the· Pacific· coast, whc1~e . he . has since' · contiuu~<l- to 
]ivc. .For seve~·,il years 110 and his. friei1d engaged· in 
far1ning 1)u1~si1i_ts, but at pres<:nt Qor.tes i$ '}jviug · in 
New berg, near Portland,. au<l belongs to the firn1 of 
~I aris & Oolcord, 11uuu1.gc_rs of_ a. Iloard of Irnn1igra-

·tiou. . Augt1st 21st, lSHO; he n1arried Sadie qox, of 
ltic::\linnville. 'l'hcy have one. child,. Ula. S~, born 

·OcLl>ber lHth, 18D L . 
llaunah .Annette, only" -~laughter of .J. -and 8. P. 

Colconl, w,is 111arried to l~dson A .. Libby, of Enos­
. burgh Falls;_ January 15,th, 1887._ 'l'hey have two 
c_hildren, 8arah ..c'\.., born J nnc 13th, 188fJ, a.nd Prn<lie. 
l\L, Jnne 12th, 1891. II is business . is that of doing 
team work. 

The Fan,ily of Enoch _ and Betsey T. 

(Colcord) Pomeroy. 

· Betsey 'l'.; only._ child of. .'t'. 0. and A,._· It Colcord, 
,vas 111arried to. Lnoch· Pon1eroy', February 10th, J 837. 
Ile was· a s01~ ·of ])r. Enoch Poincroy, one of the first 
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settlers and phy~jcians in the pa.rt of· the town where 
he li~ed. . Enocfr settlecf :cni a ftt~·m: ji1st · south_ fron1 
his father;s, now ·o,,·~ea··hy 0. ,v. Pecklut:111, tohtatn­
ing som~· ~~e l11i.nd~ed an~· fifty ·iicres~ · rrhey ha.d the 
follqwirig . children;~ = :Qahdace· 'P., . born l)ecember" 
15th, 1837 ;· Ge•oi·ge E~, Jiarch 19th, 18-10;. Mary .A., 
.N oven1hc1~ 19th, . 1'844·; .. Luna L .. ; Septenroei·' 26th, 
184G. 

All of the children _were educated at the Franklin 
Acaden1y and._ ritt~nded a French school in Oiinn.da~ 

1\fai·y°_A •. gri1du3:.ted at the Newbury Se·minary and. 
afterward __ was_.a teacher here, until the school -1vas re­
moved t.o ·irontpelier, in 1~GS, where she ,vas· engaged 
as teach~r "fo~· several yettrs~ . _Succ~cding this, she hacl 
charge of tl10_ aca_den1y at Franklin for several. ternis, · 
a·nd was su perinten·dent of' the schools of ~he to,vn 
~01:. a 1nun1Jer of .ye,trs. · In· 1878 she . accori1ptinied 
of e of the ~elcbrated . 'l'onrgee -excu:tsions to· E,'ui·ope, 
visiting England and the Continent, going as far as 
Ro1ne. lt'or·a ·1011g ·tin1e _she has been i11terested·in 
the work .of the ,v oman's For~ign ~f issio1ui.ry Society, 
occupying important positions iu the organization, 
and at present is with her SI.Ster, j\frs. C. 'l1en11~le, in 
St. 4\.l bans. 

Lunn L., tl~e youngest clanghter, died-August 20th, 
1870, ag.ed tweuty-~hre:e·- years. A young lady much 

. esteemed, her sun we~t. down while it ·was yet ·IllOrn­
ing, but only to rise iu-·· brightness on the "other 
shore." ' · 

Ctindace ~-, ·oldest dau.ghter, ·was- united- in n1ar­
riage to · Chauncey Teniple, Septen1ber. 23rd, _1875. 
His occupation for ma~1y years has been purchasing, 

~bali1ig and se)J:tlg hay, in. which. he is doing a large 
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busin~ss. · He re1?re.sented ~he. town in-1882, and was· 
·elected _lay delegate,. by the Vern1ont· Conference -of 
the Jf. ·E. Church, to the General Conference, which . 
,vas held· ·in New York in 1888. Se_vera.l years-. since, · 
he re:moved to St. Albans, and Mrs. Bet~ey Pomeroy, 
the oldest livi-ug represeutativ~--of the· 'l'owle ·family, 
D?W· eighty years old; lives with the~. · 'l'hey ·1iave 
·only one child, Luna C., born June f?th, 1877-.· · 

Enoch Pom~roy · died I\:[ arch 18th,· ·1s"t5, · in the 
, seventy-third ye~r of his age;_ 

: Ge·orge-E., only son of E·uoch·~nd-B·etsey 1\ Pom-. 
eroy, 1narried Lydia 'E.;_ daughter of D(ldcon Caspar 

, IIibbard;, of St._ .A:r:i1fririd, P.- Q:; Febi·nary 1:Gth; 1870. 
;Jr~~ha·d previously pn!~chnsed a._ farm df · 011e ·41.111dred 
:and fifty acres, adjoining that of his ·fathci· -on the 
·,vest, iti1d· er~ctecl U co1nn1odious house.·· :l'l_iere. were 
two children hy this n1arriage~ _Luna E.,. bor!1 October 
2-f5th, 1871 ·;and I-Iibbard G., J·anuarj'.; 20th,: 1878'. 
Hoon ,rf ter the birth of her last child,· .. the· 1ii~thei­
passed to th:tt.bonrne from which 110 b:·,1vellcr returris,­
her death ·occ~uring Ju_nuary 2!Jth, 187'8, h1 the thii-ty-. 
ninth yea1":of h<;r age~· 

Nove1i1ber 2Gth, · 1878; George E. Pon1croy n1arried 
Yrs. Sns{1.n L. Ladd~ . 

. -. ~
1he <.1,tughter, Luna, is being ·educated at the Ver­

mont·Aende1ny, S-axtou~ River, from ·which she win 
graduate during the siHlt'l.ner of 1802-. 

G·eorge Po1neroy ancl ·wife are active n1e1nbers of­
·society and .of -the chnroh to ,vhich they belong.· 
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The _·Fa,nily of Henry C. and Lestina. £; Colcord . 

. Ilenry 0., oldest sou o.f- J. C. and A~ It Colcord, 
learned the trade of ~lacksn1itli; of Isaac Fletcher, of 
""\Vest Berkshire. Later on, September ~7th, 18-1-4, 
he married his daughter; Lestina E. l~letcher, then 
of P~y1nonth, this state. At .fil~Eit t'hey · settled on H. 

fni·111 which now forn1s a part of the one o,vued by 
1Irs. 'Lydia ... I\~ I-Iibbard. Fiere tl_1eir fh~st child, Citro­
]ine D-., ,,rns born, 1:1,ebrnary 4th; 1847~ ·-Not·Iong 
afte_r. they-· remo-ved · to· Son:th · Berkshire, having 1)l1r­

chased the fan11 now oW'netl hy ~Ir. Gain:es. _ li(•re, 
Zina _II. was horn; l\iay 5th,· 1850; · '-Joseph It, ·Jm1n:­
ary 1st", 1855; ·di~d, ~farcl~ ·14th,·_ 1855; Anna E:, 
born January· 14th, 1857; J3ctscy; l\Iay 21st,' 185!J; 
died_:. J'11ne 1 '5t.h;-' l 850 . 

. Caroline 1 >., the oldest child, died J nne ;!;Jrd, 
lSGq, aged ni11etee1~ years. .. ').'he fa.111il)' .suffered a 
great loss· in her. death, as she· was a fine Ohristi:tn 
young lady. 

$ucceeding this event, l\fr. ·colcord changed_· resi­
dences several tin1cs, living in Berksh1re;· Canada nnd 
. Franklin, · ~ollowing the. occupation of farn1ing, and 
finally died ir~ Print-kl-in July :3-rd;-. 1~:S4~ nged--sh:ty­
seveh ye~irs. He~ ,vas a res11ectcd. · citize1f •ii1i"cl · _ti~'iisty 

o"iiicial -in tl~-e· l\fethodist· church, of ·which· he(hatl 
long he_eh a··nieinber. 

I-Iis ,vife;· Les~ina E.; died at" the ·honie of-_'her_ son, 
Zina~ iii· ,Vest Berkshire, ·June 21st,- I889, aged sixty­
f our: years.· 

Zina II., 01ily;•s1n·viving son of -~I~ 0 .. ·and· I..i • . E. 
Colcord~ 111.arried J er~nie 1\L, . ·aa.ughter. of Edward 
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~ay, of ,vest ~erkshi.re, · ~~bout Decen1ber· 20th, 18_69. 
For_ several.years he lived at this_ phtce·,·.hut" is now in 
Everett, .liass., where he is engaged in .a bafrery .. 

'f heir ch ildrmi are Bernie F., born l\Iarch 4th, 
1873; died,· September, 1874; _Carrie E., bo1~n Sep­
te1nber 11th,' 1877, and· Leua }L, J.\,fay .31s·t; 1883 . 
. ... ~unie E.; only survtving. daught:er of_ H. C. ai1d 

L. E.· Colcord, was marrieJ. to John L. ,vhitncy, 
l?ebruary __ Cth, 18_75, · They live· in Ei1st ]'ra:uklin, a1~d 
he is a carpenter by trade and t~cher: or vocal ri1usic. 

'i'_liey have_.liad tJ1e following children : · Lulu- G., 
horn January _2Uth, 1877; l\Iaude II., l\f;trch Hth,· . . . 

1s7·3; N cllie. o:, J nly -31st,- TSSO; Glenna P., l\iuy 
9th, 188~; die<l -~larch 4th, 1883; IIenry _K., J~nu­
ary 2-:Hh, 1884; l~dith l\L, Septe1nher 11th, _1885; 

· 11ernice, ~larch 2-!th, 1887; died Oc-tobei· 27th, 1887 ; 
Orloff II . ., born :February 2lst,· 1su1; died February 

· 2Gt_h, 1_89L 

The Family_ of Joshua W;· and Sarah 7: 

(Colcdrcl) Pec_kharn . 

. Sarah 'r ., y"0ungest daughter of J .. <J. and A. It 
Colcorq., was· nuirried. to Joslnut ~v .. ·Peck~1am, June 
(;th, 1854. '£hey ·1ived 011- .tt far1n no-w owned _by 
JlJthan Vincent, about one and -one-half miles north 
9f _Franklin Center. Only one child· -w~s- l;>or:Q, to 
. then1, Charles "\V-., Api·il 3rd, 1855. _ ~Ir. P_eckh;un 
1ived but a fe,v years, to_ care for.his family and the 
:church, _of. which he -w:as. a faithful me~ber and 
steward,_ dying November -~5th,. 1860, aged thirty-one 

. . . 

years. 
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~Irs. Peckhan1. was married· a second· time to L. D. 
Roberts,. of 1lairfax, 1\Iurch 4th, 18GG. ·. She lived here· 
until her death, ·,vhich o-ccui'~·el~ A1·iril 30th, 1884, in 
the fifty-s(HTenth year o_f her age. . ·· .. · 

Charles \V~ 1>cckha1n, her··~on and only ·chilc1, mar_. 
ried Annette, daugJ1tct o-f .Abran1 rrit.em._ore, of St. 
Arn1and, P. Q .. ,. 8(£pteni1Jcr 2-!tb, 1878. He had 

. . . . . . 

previously purclHtscd the ~noch Pon1eroy farn1,. and 
where they continue to. reside.· lie is an intelligent 
farii10-r and trusteu citizen of th(f town. 

The Fa,nily ·of ·Georg·e_, Permelia· ·c . 
. and Martha Colcord. 

George, youngest son of J. o~· a1Hl A. It Colcor,d,. 
n1arrietl forhis first wife, t>erinelia U. }~arle, of Burke, 
N. Y., ·A ngnst 5th, 1855. . Por ·a cousi(lei-able _ti1ne 
they lived .on a farm il~ South Berkshire, where·these 
children w~re born: :l\faria. l\L, .. August_ 8th, ~856; 
Ida, lI., April 5th, 1858; died Murch 22nd~ t862; 
Lillia,i A.; J ar-1uary 9th, 1861 ; Eade, F~Lrua.ry 24th, 
18G4. 

Pern1clia 0., wife of George Colcord, died ·J anuu..ry 
21st, ISGG, aged nearly thirty years~ 

l1arch 12th, 18G7, he ,vas 111arried the second thne, 
to l\Iartha, d~'l."nghter · of . .Alexander Arznstrong, of St. 
Arn1and, P. Q. · After this he lived for s0111e· years 
on a farn1 in the _Horth-west part of Berk~hii-e . 
. These children were born· to tl~en1: Ea~·nest S., July 

· 27th, 1808; Amelia J., Dccen1ber 29th, 1871; Grace, 
Deceinbcr 20th, 1875. 



For :several .years past, .l\Ir. Colcord. has been· woik".' 
ing at the trade of carpenter- tind builder, in l\Iinne­
apolis, }Iinn:._: 

The oldest daughter, ]\Iaria -.l\I:, wits mai·i-ied to. 
A. D. ,vhitney, Octol.>er 20th, 187~.. (See history, of 
the. -;fo,n1i)y pf. .Allow::iy and Eli✓.abeth Whit,ney.) . 
. ' ·Lill1ai1 A~ ·was n1:u~ried t_o. I-Ienry E. · ]Jewi11g; :Feb­

ruary .20th.,. 187U. (For additional history, see Dew­
ing farnily.) 
., Earle, . t~ie oldest son or George a:ntl. Permelia 0. 
Colcord, nw,rried.Lucy.R~, daughter o_f the l_ate Calvin 
Han1n1ond, N ove1nbcr 21st, 1884 .. They live o_n what 
l1sed t~> ,L.e known as the. IIirarn ~arling_,farm, ~1ear 
East :Prnnkliri. '11hey have one chilq., Alnw,.l\L, horn 
Noven1bei 2~ncl, 1885. 
: Earnest ,J., son of. ·Geoi·go anq. l\f art ha · Colcord, 

111aiTied Bertha E. Stetson, of Berkshire, Septcniber 
9th, 1887. ':rliey have one child, Carl 0.,- born-·Sep­
ten1 her 28th, 1888. · 'l'hey now live in Uichford, and 
his occupation is that of carpenter. 
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THE-. FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS 
-OF-

Dolphus and Elizabeth (rfowle). De_,vi11g .. 

Elizabeth, second dangh ter· -of· R.euhen a1id. Sarah 
Towle, · was · n1urriecl to -Do] pl~us . Dewing, October 
15th, 1818.· ])_olphus· J)ewiug waS. :-born in- -·Hartford, 
001111., .and-.when-only t,vo y~ars old, his ·father; Capt. 
Lu kc PeJvi_u_g,. ren10:ved. ~o. Shchlo.u. . .A.fter:_nian~iage, 
they ;_&ettled 011 the Jar1n. nqw oeeupiell by his _squ~ 
l)olphus :])ewing, Jr. lTe was a blacksn1ith by tra-cle, 
and· followed· that· Lnsine::38 in. coriucction ,vith fa-riu­
iug. rl'wo or three UlCU l1ad tried· prev-ionsly to. get a, 
(iving here ttiul _failed," .uut with i11dus.try, diligence 
and goocl ca,lcnlati(?ll, :\fr.- Dewiug acqu~red a farni.,of 
fonr hundred ac.:rcs and left a_ large pi·oporty at his 
<lea th. '1.'hese chilclrcu were Lorn to -theni: Sarah 
A., Aug~1st _ l1th/181D_; r~ydia B .. ,_ ~fay 3rd, _182:Z; 
Louis•a, _.Api'il' :20th, iS2-l; l~lizabeth, ·February l(ith., 
1826; D_~lphns, Jr., l\iarcl/ 21st,. J 828; I)i_ana, ·.Ali­

gns( 231~d, ;1~3_0; Caroli1;1.e }I., ·Febrri-itry 18th: 1835. 
n1i. bewing ie1,resented the town· in 1842, Hl~U was 

for quite_ a term of- yeais J ristice of -th;e Peace. - He 
was a snccessf u] husi uess 1nan and_ prori1inen ( n1en1 b_er 
of. the Episcopitl chu1·ch, and -lived and died in· its 
fellow$hip. If~s ·ae~ith . OCCl~rreu suddenly, of heart 
dis_ease, ]\{arch· 2·2ud,- - 1864, tit" the age_ of sevent); 
· years. · I-Iis wife, ·Eii:zabeth, livecl just one year loiiger, 
dying l\farch ·22nd, 18(;5, a:gcd seventy-three-years. 
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The _Farnily of D.olp.hus, Jr, ·and- Sarah Dewing. 

])ol]lhns, Jr!, only son· of Dolphus _and Eliz"aheth 
Dewing,-nutrried Sarah, duughte~· of Dolphus Colton,· 
J,tnuary 20th, 185.4. He lives· on the old farn1 and is 
.a n1an of inflt1..e11ce·· in· the. to,~n ·and· church, find, 
wit hid, a good farrner. . 'r heir children are lle·ury E.-, 
born· J tuie. 9th, 1857'; Cnirie -.1.VI.·, · January 3rd, ·1sc2, 
mid Charles D., April 29th, 18G~. . 

,,.- I-Ieni·y ]~. the oldest son, n1ar·ried Lillian A .. , _da11_gh­
ter ·of George. Uolcord, ]?eLru.ary" 20, 18,'9._ Ile lives 
w·ith-·hi-s father on the farin, as also do· tl_ie other two 
cliildrei1, not yet nutrried. · 'l'hey have two childi·en,. 
llernutn- .A., born January It, 1884, ~t.!Hl :"Earnest, 

· :May 11~ 188G . 

. Faniily of ·Ai andSarah ·A. {Dewing) Pearson. 

Sarah A.,. oldest daughter of Dolph us an.cl E,lizabeth 
De,yiug~ was ·n1ai-ried to Ai Pearson, Decen~ber 18, 
1836. Ile .:was a son of Dr. Enos Pearson, one . of the . . . . ... ... . ··.- .......... :• 

early settlers, 011 . <the east· side of the pond, con1ing 
fro1n Starksboro., in 1827. 

'Ile practic_ed medicine for a time and settled· on a 
fai·n1 t,~a·t ·is ~till r~tained- iu the.f~tnily. . His•s~n,,,-Ai, 
sncceed_ed t"o the fatm," and in addition }):t.-irchased .the 
oiie 'on· the north sfde. . . - . . . 

Th-ei~· cl{Hdren werE? Cullen, born Jun,e, 30,. 1838; 
died A11gust," 1840 ;. Lydia· .A.., bo1~n, July _i9, 1840.-an_d 
'Bet·sey E:;-iiay-.19,_ 185~ ... 
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A few years later, on April 15, .. 1854, .the wite ~nd 
mother· passed :iw~y, in the thirty-fifth ymfr of l:ie1; ~tge. 

·January 17, I8G3, A·i Pearson. mariied Jane- -J. 
·Buzzell. Ile re1~resented the to,vn. in ·1867. The 
year followin·g he removed · to tl1c village of "\Vest 
Berkshire. He was ·not permitted_ to· live he~·e long, 
as he ~ied .suddenly, Dece1nber 11~ 1868, in the sixty­
.third ye~r of his age~ 'l'he_ -fanrily. ~nd eonirnnni.ty 
snfferc~ a g1~eat loss in· his death, as he ,ras ~ genial, 
-k(nd-hear.ted n1an, l,ik~d by every one. · 

'.·tt see1ns very singular that th-ree.n1en: all connected 
by blood a~1d inardag~, with farms. adjoi~1ing-. Dol-
1H1us De,ving, \Villiam A., and Ai Pearson, should die 
so ·suddenly, ap1Jarently 'f1·01~1 the sarue. c:t11se-.· 11e~trt 
disease-and all on the ·sanie day ·~f the week, ·and 
neady the sa111e honr. o{ the day .. · '11 ~1e · fiist died· at 
hori1e, tlie secoud while on a visit ~o his dn.rig·hter, and 
the last· 011 the road near whe·re B. \Vhitney lives. 

Lydia 1\.., ·old.est daughter of Ai and ·sarah A .. 
Pearson, was 1nnrried January .2t, 18(32, to ,,111itnta11 
8. Hibbard, of _St. Arn1and_, P. Q.. Ilere· Anna ir. 
was born, Novernber 15, 1862, and .~Iai·y J.; Ju~1e 22, 
18f;(j . 

. In ·1869, the farm ·occnp.ied· hei·e ,vas ·sold~ and. the 
on .. e owiie'.d · by '.Ai Pearsou, qontaining bvo huuJ.r.ed 
and t,yenty acTes, purchased. Th¢iryoriJ?-gest child, 
Giace P., was horn here November 19,-1.87-0 .. ·. 1.Ir. 
Hibbar~ ,vas.an inteUigent farmer ·and ·good ·citiz'en, 
bfrt he d'i~d at the early· age of forti-three years, 
Ailgnst: 31, 1882. · · · · · 
~ ·. The childre~ were well educated, Anna. and ~fary 
g:i·adnathig·at.~he_ St: Jo1irisb_\iry Academy·~ and Gra~e 
at ·the Union s_chool in.the same town.· 
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Anna l\L was-married to 1Iarshall 1\L l-I_ungcrford, 
pf Swanton, J nne. 25, 1,888. · i\Irs. I-Iibb~trd · and her 
two other. daughters ar.e . at.' p.rcsen·~ livi~1g on _ the 
fai·n1_. 

_Bet~~y E., second daughter of. Ai uncl Sarah A. 
Pearson, was niarriecl to ,vinslow· E. Ya.w, _of Berk­
shire,: Septeinbcr 12:, 1870.. (For · additional history 
see Yaw fa1nily.) .After the·_ death_ of her ffrst_ hus­
band,.·_ which. occurr~d J·anuary 4, 1875, she was 
n1ZnT-ied to· Lo_yal It. Stowe, of Berkshire, Octo·ber 18, 
187u. _ They ·own the fa1.·n1 of tw~ h·nullreci". and, five 
acres prev:i9nsl_y .occupied bys: A. Stowe, a n1ilc south 
fro1n West . Berkshire.. 'l'he,y lH~Ve. on~ chil~l, Anna 
L., bon1 Jnly ·29,. 1882. . Ar~- -now l_iving at .. ,v-est 
Berkshire. I[e i::;.a ste\\'·.ard of the )Ietl10dist churt:11 
at this place. · · 

Fan1ily of Henry H. and Louisa (Dewing) . Bow111an . 

. Lo-q.isa, thirq. daughter of Dolphus a~1Cl EHzabeth 
Dewing, was .pi~rriecl to IIenry I-I. Bown1an,- October 
21st, 184:4. Fo~· a. considerable number of years 
they lived on the farn1 where his father, llenry ·Bow·-

.. ' . . . . . 

n1an, had .settled .:n1.a1~y years before .. · I~ere these 
children were· born to thei.n: · Uosina E., 1'f ay 9th, 
1851, .and .En1mit L., -Jidy 10th, 1858. · During _the 
last few years_ :that l\Ir. Bowman_ lived in Jfrnu~lin, 
~1e was e~1gagedin purch~sing. produce~ hu~gely butter, 
for , the . Boston marke:t. · . After . remo'~iug to _ St . 
... ·\.lbans, in _185_8; he_ contii1ued ju the_ san1e. bqsiiless 
on a. n1ore exten·sive scale·. They had one· child, 
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I-Ienry ·H., born here, J nly" lihh, 186;2, ·but· he lived 
only 'a: short tin1e to gladden· tli"efr -. he~u:·ts -and ]1on1e, 
~ying l\Iuy 3rd, l 8(3"4~-

1Ir. Bow~nan was an intelligent and honorable 
business 1nan, accnnndating e;onsid_erahle 1n·o1>~rty 
nncl fai~ing.a1i activo part in town 'ti1id: church irffaii·s. 
IIe ,vtt{ d'frector in the .-:First Nation,tl Bank;· a'nd 
vestry·1n::ni ii1 St. I~uke's ~hurcj;~ Ile dictt J1ily 13th, 
1882, ii1 the sixty~fourth year of his ·age .. 

The oldest daughter, I?~si11a E~, 1\'as 1nftrried ·Octo­
ber 2ls:t, 18$-i; fb Isa;ac S.: · norley, of· St. Alb,111s. · 

:\Ir. Boi·ley: is . a lltltive .·of. Englan.d, was·. educated 
at Grcc11 ,vich and ca1nc to St. Albans ifr. 1877, when 
only: twe1'ity-01ie years old.. II.ere, for seve1·t\l-ycars, 
he was eniployed in .the e;nst01us h~1siness, connected. 
with .the· Central ·v c1~niont Railroad. Next he l,_ecan1e 
intc~restc(] in iHSlll'ance 1nattct$ fLlld~·sincc has "been· 
n1aking 111:H·velons head way iu his· busin~ss·, no·w be·~ 
ing· rec.:ognized as .OHC of the· leading nien of St! A.l­
oans and~ of" the state, ii1 this line, nnd is b~ing ad-· 
.vanccd. to honorable positions i1t instu·,inee org.,111iza­
tious. Although of English 1Jirth. lie is a thoro-i1gh 
Au1erican ii1 }H"IllGi ple a11~l pi•actiee, mid luts ~viuceJ. 
his love for qnr philanthropic i1istitutions by frequent 
geuL~rous lJe<11u:sts. 

Ile was . per1nitted to enJoy. the soci_ety of his 
a1niable. and helovell \vif·e for onTy a few .brief_ years, 
·as she died,- greatly respected by all, October· 21st, 
188~', in the thirty-seventh yeai· of h~r age. 

1frs. Bow1nan continues to liTe iu St. Albans, but . . . . . . . 

of her fa1nily only one is left_, and she au invalid. 
1'rnlv life h,ts its shadows as well ns its sunshine, but . ~ . . . 

the thne is coining whe11 the· shadows ,y.ill jiee a,ray 
before the greilt light front the. unseen· world. 
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Fa.mily- of·Alloway ~nd "ffizabeth (D.ew:ing):Whitney. 

Elizabeth, fourth daughter of_ Dolphns and Eliza­
beth l)ewing, ,was_- n1arried to_ Alloway ·"'hit~ey, of 
St.· Ar~nnn·d, P_.- Q.,· July 2-I, 1852 .. T~ey livecl"l1ere 
and on the farm adjoining, ·in · Franklin, for a con­
side1~itble nn1nbcr of years. 1Iere their children_ 'were 
bo1·n, Adolph P., ()ctober 15, 18~5; Sarah L., Ju~1e 
1-!, 1857:; -Betsey, November 18, 1859 ;···di_ed ,,,.hen 
01ily six weeks- old; ·A.} B., born Octobei~ 15·, 18ti2; 
d"i"e'd_ ,vheii.ni_ne months olcl; Betsey E.~--~ori1-Febru.try 
27, 18G5. ' A.If of th~se biit the:. li1s_t· were .bo1·n in f$t~ 
.Ai·'.n.iaiicL · · · · 
·: Not l61_1g'·aftetthis the hom·e farn1s were _sold ar.Hl 
the .o'iie -1iu'i-chase~1 i1t I~ast Pniih_kHn,. forrnerly owned 
Ly· S.: 9. · N ob]e, an(i no,\r occuplt;d by the: son, A. D. 
JVhitn~y-. · Alloway ,vhituey died at IIighgate S1n·ings~ 
w'here he· had gohe for his health, Scpten1ber 4, 1ssn~ _ 
in . the seventy-sixth year of his-· age. He 'was a 
worthy n1en1ber a~1c.l offl.9er_ in the -l\Ietliodi~t chhrch.. 
at East I?i•ar1kli11. 

· Adolp~nis D~, the · only living son, --- married_· Maria 
l\L' . du ugh ter of.. Georg~ ·Colcord~ of Berkshire, 
Octobe1~ 20, 

1

t876. 'l'hey have th1·ee boys, Harlo"w A~, 
born_ NoYetniJer 17,-1877; Charles, .A.ugust I:, 187.9, -
Jos.e11h IL, Janua~·y 30, 1880. 'l'he 1nother lives· 
with her· children here. 
- Sarah L., the oldest daughter, ,vas .n1ai·Hed" to Sari­

.ford Arn1strong, N'. ovember· 27, 1877. ·They ]hre OR 

the f~im form-erly owricd by Alloway·Whitney. They·. 
have qne child, Edith:, born June 28," 1885·.-.· 



53 

_ Betsey E., ~l1e youngest daughtei·, was '.!l}arried to·_ 
Carlos Emery,.· of_ "Sheldon, Ap1~il -2,. 1889. ~le 
1nanages the_ J. G. En1ery f~_L rn1, :~t tlie Sou th F~ankli n. 
railroad station. 

Fa.mily or J.!lvin .S. and Diana (Dewing) Chase. 
. . . 

Diana, fifth daughter of Dolphus and Elizabeth 
D~wing, was n1a.rried to Alvin S. Chase, 1\Iarch 4, 
1854. I-le was the son- of l{ev. Peter Chas~, one of 
the early settlers in this. 11art of the town,: who was 
we~l educated,-·an fr~_telligent farme1·, and ·i·epresented 
the town in_ the Legislature in 1845. rrhese children 
were born to them: Ella.~ Septem-ber 16, 1855; Alvin 
S., ·August 23, 1857, and Ileni·y. ]) . ., August 19, l859. · 
rrhe hi.st dieg. _ Janfui:ry 5, l~GO~ _ At this tilne they: 
were liviug on a :farru: i_n _East H.ichford· .. · Ifere Diana 
di~d-_, S:epten1ber _ 28, 18G2, aged· thirty-t"wo -years, -
lea_ving a lonely farnily to mourJi the early death· of 
the wife and n1other . 
. · --~11~.:· Chµ.~~ mai-ried for his• -secoi1d wife. :Emily 
"\V1:ight~ o# 'Richford~ J\Iarch. 8,_ 1863, and soon after -
purchased a-.~a1;1n ·near ·the village_ of Richford, whe1·e 
they• -lived a considerable 11un1ber of. yeais. - -He 
represe1ited tl~_(} town of Richfort.l in. thi/ Legislature 
in· 18,70, · -ti-nd ·is an active ,vorker in the· : 1.Iethodist 
church. 

· J-Jis_-dau-ghter, Ella, was raarried: to J. 0. Conners, 
N'0.ve~iber 4, 1873. Ile will Le .re1ne1nbered by s01ne· 
as the. ~irs-t · conductor on the _i\Iissisqnoi railroad~. 
llis p1:esent busii).css)s· farming .. Has .a fa~rm of one· 
h{lndred aci·es, near- tl:ie village of R1chford. · 'l'heir· 
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children are Ja111es S.,-born ... i\ugust 19, 1876 ;· George 
S., _Jnly_ li, 18-78; _and· D:in.na

1

L., Decen1be~·- 3~ 1886. 
The son, Alvin· 8., married Nellie Thayer, of Berk­

·shire, January 18, 18-81.. 'l'hey live 01it; far1u ·of 01i~ 
hundred ancl ninety ·acres,.i1earthe-village of Richford, 

. . .. 

an_d have-the followingchildren: Ira P.,. born: O.ctolJer 
15, 1881; l~dwarcl 'l\, April 15, ·· 1884; Ja1nes- S., 
!larch 23, 1886, and I. Gardner,: ~Hty 18,. 1800. 

Fam/ly -of Janes £. and· Caroline M. 

(Dewing)_ Wilder~ 

·C~roli.ne .i\l., -sixth and yo~1i1gest <laughter-of Dol­
phns and ElizaLeth l)ewing, was married to J·anes· E_: 
,vilder, of ·Sheldon; l\Iarch 4th, 1858. I-Ie wns a _soil 
of Oapt .. -Ranso_1i1 · E. ,vilde·r, .nnd · at first pr(rchused 
the Eli Noble farn1, opposite the ·one. Le_longing to 
his ·fn,tller, about two· 1niles fron1 Enosb~u;gh ~"'ulls. 
Later· the _hon1e far1n was au.dcd. · rl'he_ir cl1ild-ren 
were born here, l~<lna l\I.; J\Iarch 14, 1859.; ·.Ra.uso1n 
E-.; l)ecen1her 7, 18G0; di°ed Octob~_r 18, lSG:J; ~)iµna 
E., born Decen1ber,2.7,_ ~862·; Daniel .D., 1\ngust 27, 
1884; died l\fay 8, 1865 ; Sarah, Angn-st 11; 18G6 ;· J·~ 
Edson, July. 11, 1888; Allen ])., October 1.5; 1s~-1; 
Carrie l\L, Augtist 31, 187-!; N·ellie E., F.ebr.uary 10, 
1877. . . - . 

They sold here and 1)urcllased _·two hundred and· 
sixty acres of_ th~ farn1 forn1erly belonging to the 
Hon. J. II. Hubba.rd, about one mile i1orth .from the 
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village of' Frnnkliu Oento~~-. This exchange \\;a.s made 
in 1879. · T'he fa.tm is one of the oldest. ·and best in 
the town. 

I~dna ~I. was 1ua1~ried - lo . Ohai·les l\forgan, son of 
Rev. ·R. ~!organ, Presiding J1Jl~_er of Springfield Dis·­
trict, Vern1ont Conference, October. 18, 18~7. He 
owns ·and i·inis the gri~t 1niil .near· the · resiue·nc~ of 
~Ir. ,Vilder. fl"'hey have two children, ~label A;, 
born A})l_·il 10, lSS(i. and Bessie L., l\fay· 24, 18-82 . 

. , I?i~1ut E. ,\yas n1ttrried to Eugene Butler, Septem­
ber 15, 1885·. ~l'hey lh~e on a farn1 just north of• the 
C~nter village. ~rhey have only· one ch_ilc1, Dow H., 
bor1l August. 28, 1886 .. 

Sarah .A .. was n1tt1Tied to Arlan D. IIorskin; "Feb­
rni~ry 3, 1887. I-Ie .is the son and· 01i1y chihl of the 
·l.rtte I-Ion. -Philo lI61·skin, one of Pranklin's• n1ost 
trusted eitizc.n:-:. 'l'iit1y ·live (~11 the· ho1nc farni,{tll 
excellent one of 011'3 hn1Hh:ed·autl fifty acres, iu1joining 
that of J. E. \Vilder on the north. 1\fr. IIorsk ii1 has . ~ . . 

for sc·veral years been ~L1own _Overseer of the poo~· and 
director of the· Poor IIon_se Association, succeeding 
to the office at the death of his father. · Ile' is .also 

. . . 

an·_ ac~ing Jnsti<:e of the Peace. · ']~hey ·have two 
·children, lloward \V·., born January lG, 1888, and 
J)orothy, February l!l:, 1891. 

J. Edson, the oldest son, n1arrie'd Lulu .t:~ daughter 
of Dr. It E. \\Telch, August 25, 1889,'itnd ai·e·withhis 
father, on the frfrn1, as · are also the rcniaining un-
1narried ehilclren. 



-of-

Joseph and Sarah (Towle) Yaw. 

Saral1, third daughter.-of ·Reuben and Sarah Towle, 
was_-µ1arri~d to._ J·os~1>~i-, Yaw, ~ome tiine ill: t:he yen."!· 
181 G~ the exact_ ·aate not being "known. ]lis father 
cau:1e t_o this country fro111 · Ilolhn~d. · Ile li.ve_d in 
Clarendo.n previous. to lSOG, as his ~on; Jose1)l~, came 
to this town during that year. I-Ie 111~rchased a tract_ 
of land adjoining the farn1 of Ileuben Towle on the 
west, previous to his_ 1narriage. Ile· ·worked on this 
du1~ing the day and at his trade _.of shoemaker even-
ings. _ 

'I'hey had the fol~owi~1g ~hildren; _ }I~ry, .. _born 
November 16, 181G"; Charles n.,. Octobef 30, 1818; 
Elvira, l)ece1nber 5; 1820 ·;. Heuben, J nne· -22, 1822 ; 
died ::March_ 14, 1825. ; J. oseph; . born · ~epten1 Ler ~5, · 
1-8;!5. . _ 

But the husband and father ·,va.s not . destined to . . •' 

remain long with his youi;ig fa1nily. ,vhile at work 
in the woqds, cho11ping, a falling tree_· struck hi1~1, 
causing. his death the following da}~, -which occi1rred · 
Janua1~y ~, 182-5. _ He was the first .p~rson burfed in 
the neighborhood c~metery. This ,v,1s .a sad stroke 
~or the ,'iidow with her !an1ily of -~-i~~Ie, chi1clren. 
During this_ even~ful year occurred first the ·de,1th of 
the hus.bttntl, tJ1eu one of the_ children, and,"c:i.ft,er,vurd 
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the bii:th(of 'fhe ·you~gest 9hild, Joseph, ,vho is .now . 
the only-one li_v1·~g of the family .. •. The wicfow n1an­
aged, ·with. the assistance of J1er fatl1er's family, to_· 
keep the_farm a11d hoiue until the -oldest b.oy,·c1inrles, 
was able to care for it .. 

.. . : . . . 

The Family: of Charles.and Climena· Yaw~-

Charles: n·. Yaw. ~arried · Cliri~ena, · daught~r of. 
Thornas Ernery, of Slieldon, ·June· i-4, .1840~ Th_eir 
child1~eii \~ere· B_e~sey A .. -,, bo_r·1~ Scp~enib._e1~ 4,_ 1841 ; 
1',Iarion_ ·E., June ·14, _184:3, ,~nd ,villian1 lLu1son,_ 
Oct_ob(\1: 1, 1848. 
_ Charles sold his inte·rest in the f_ar1n to his· brot11er, · 
,Joseph~ in :1s52·,. a1id l~~irchase(l ,· t,he Jasper Chaffee 
faru1, a ··ha.If 1nile east fr~lll the ·dUage' of ,vest Berk­
shir"e ... In 1855 he :sold the e·ast half o:f .this farzn -to 
his brothe1\ Joseph, and 'aboi1t 187_0 the })art he O?CU• 
p-ied to W. E.· ·Yaw. -

Being_ an excellent- n1echarii9,. he_ ,vorked at that 
trru1e· 111.ost of _the ti-me a·uring the ien1ainder of his 
life. ,vhile liv~ng -in . Berkshire he was_ an nctive 
rnemher of the official board-of the )lethodist chureh, 
and was entrusted with-town·a.ffairs~ IIe died at Enos­
bn1~gh Falls, Novc/~ber 14th, ."1878, aged t{b_o_ut ·_~ixty. 
ye:i1~s. IIis wife, Clin1ena, d_ied _Noven1be~ -15tll,_ 
l 882, h~ the sixty-fourth year of. her age. 

B_etsey ·A.,_oldest daugl1ter·of_ c.·B. and ·O1in1ena 
Yaw, _,va~ n1arried t.9_ Ge~rge .G .. Pratt,. of Berkshire, 
Augnst 7th., 1859. For a while they Jiy~c.l on tl_ie_ 
ho:µi·e farm, a1~d here;_ C:troliu~ }~. wa~- bo1·n, Septem•·. 
ber ~th, 1-SGI, and Oh~u-les .. A.i, J anuai-y lf>th, ISG!l. 
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In l 871, the Charles Peckhan1 farn1, about one n1ile 
e~Lst ofthe village of Franl~l~n Cei1ter, was purchu~eq, 
anci· is wl1ere the fa1nily now reside. Betsey ·A. Pratt 
died . very suddenly, of heart disease, -at N ewp~1~t, 
February 7th~ 1891, in ~he fiftieth y_etir of her age~ 

The daughter, Caroline S . ., was :married to Ilarley 
8. Titcn1or.e~ J·nly _10th, ·1878. -1~hey li.ve on a far111 
in the ,vest part- of. the. ·town. - · Their only child, 
IIarland~ ,vas borJ1 December 30th, 1800~ · 

·Charles .lt. Pratt ·n1arded }riaud A., daugh_ter·. ~~ 
fhe lat~ Zackery 'I'. R.nss~ll, July 28~h, _-1891.·. ~'hey 
li_ve -wtth hi_s· f_nthcr, on· the farn1. . . -

. )Iarion E., second' cJaugh_ter, wa~ ... 1narried to­
Qharl~s S.-Johnson, of Berks.hire, January 18th_, 18G3. 
'l'l1ey purcllasccl a11°d iived ~11- a f~t.rlll· in_ :Newport. 
IIei·e their oi1ly child, Lin.nie ·11.,. was· bqrn, August 
;?31·d, 18G!L A sad afflic_tion ·ca111e to this_ fa1nily, in · 
tho cleatb of both n1other . c:1,"nd child, in• one day, 
JfHrch 1 Dth, _ 18~'0.. Both \Vere· 'placca Iii the stin1e 

' . . .. . 

co~lhr tt1id gtave_. 
_.- -,Villfrun H.·Y~w·,. or ~'I-Ianso11/' _as ;·he •fa ciilled, -
iil-~ti·d~'d. Ella c., . daug11 ten~- of . ""\Villial)l_ 4'1~mstr<;>ilg, 

.-.of '.]3e'tks11ii~e, Nove:o.1be1· 24th; 1870. Of tbe:ir chil­
'd1;err;' l\iy:ro~ B. _ was born June ·2stn~ ·1s71 ;· Jennie 
.l\J-.; N overr1bcr· 30t1.i, 1877; Chades .:E., -February. 
1st", '1sio ;··died llin·.ch 7~h, 1879··; -WilQ11r H~, born­
Octo·bei~'-18tli, -fsso; -died .April 22nd, 1891·,. aged ten 
}~ears a1id six" m9nths. '\Vilbur ~was a good little_ boy 
·a11d ·had Lee11 _taken into the church only a little 
tin1e before his death. "Of such is the kingdo111 of 
I-leaven~,,. 
· ·1u J879, Ha-ns9n·_bought the old D·r._ Se,~rle_s fa1~nr, 
nor-th _'of'_ "tlic -village of ·Jv est Berk~hire, but which 
he -now rents·. 



59 

· No~ember 1st~ ... iS~O, he· was appointed· Deputy 
Collector _of ·cu~·t·on1s f<n~ the Port _of Be.rksh_ire,· with 
office :at ~Vest .• Ber~s1iire. Ile has been e_~~ruste;d 
with tpwn offices., ancl is ari acti v~ worker in the 
chur_ch~ 

_Their two . snrvivii1g children are attending the 
nfethodist · Semin,~ry at ~Iontpelier, auct 'fron1-which · 
thi~y win grad~1ate .in due tinie.. . . . 

Th~- Fainily of Joseph and -Mary A·.··. Yaw . . 

J9seph Yaw, Jr., 1narded irary A~ Bowman, lfeh­
ru~ny ·15th, 1848. I-Ie'J_ivcd qn the fiu·1n Whe1;~. his· 
frtther · first settled. The followin o· children·· ";(•re . . . . , b . . . . . : 

Lorn here: \Viuslow Jt, June· 10th, 1850; _Linda· 
E., · ])eccn1ber lUth, 18p3 ;· died Ja1n1ary 8th, lSD-:l. 
In 1855, he sold thi_~ farn1 a11cl rcmovecl" to BerkshiTe, 
pnrchusingone-half of his brotlier'sfarm~·aud.where_he 
now ·1i ves. I-I ere, I?en ben · was bo1~n, Deeen1her 17th, 
~857; died :B-,ebruary. 19th, 1858,; Elmer ·s.,- Lorn 
.April l(frh, 1861; died" Jan~1ary l(jth, 18G3; A_d:a I., 
bor'n _October 0th, 18G2. · 
· Ile·. has. beeu entrusted. with various town offices, 
., : . -~· . ,. .·. . ... . . f i :. . : - . . . . . . ' 

and Wtis ·el~cted Ile11resentative· in 1ssn.· rrhe cli1n~ch,. 
i"ecog1:1izing his good jndgri:ient and _excellen~ fin~tn­
cial ability, has kept hin1 long 1qjon the· oftfoial 
botird. · · · · · · · · 

Hfai n1other, .. ,vho had c_oritinued to live- with hin1, 
di¢_a,·· ,1fte1: a long :life .~f. i1sef11.lncss, greatly: ~·cloyed 
~u1 .. 1 r~spected · by · all; ':...\.ugi1sf · 1t'tli;,. i87D', -in the 
e(gl~ty-first yea1· of her ·age. 
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,v in slow ,E., · the only snrvivi-ng son, n1arried Betsey 
E;, daughter of A.i Pearson, of Berkshire, ~epte1i1ber 
12th, 187~. 1\.bout this tin1e he pur(?hased the farm 
of his uncle, C. B. Yaw. ~heir :only-· •c4ild,. Bessie 
E .. , ,vas born -.A.ugnst 14th, 18:72~ 

,vith everything· around hin1 _to. contribute to his 
welfare, he was perm.itted only· a little tin1e to enjoy 
his pleasant home and surroundings~ . dying J~nuary 
14tli, 1875, in the twenty~sixth year _of his.age. 
· .. Their daughter, Bessie E.; wus. married to Adelbert. 

0. V Bowen, of· B.erkshire,, J)ecen1ber, 20th, ·1891, and 
now. lives on the farn1 where she was born. · 

Ada 1., only surviving ·child. of -J.os~-ph ,and,. ~Iary 
A. Yaw, was n1arried to !)wight· E. \Yeld.,. of 1'iest 
.B.erkshire, 8epten1ber iOth,. 1881. · They Jiye ,vith 
her parents on .the .farrn. . 'rhey ht_tye two ·children~. 
I1"'lora G., born. July 24th, 1888, and. Lucy l\L, 
l)eccmbei· 13th, 1880. 

The Family of Sylvanus, ·John D.· and Mary 

(Yaw) Russell, 

~[ary, oldest. daughter of J"oseph and Sarah Yaw, 
was n1arried to -Sylvanu~ H·nssel1, April lfj~h; 1840. 
Ile, an<.l his father before hi111, ·lived· on·. wh~it is 
·known as the · RusseU far1n, on t11e ·· e,1st shore of 
Franklin Pond. Here these children· were horn : 
-:--~lzina A., April 2nd, 1841; Lari.ra !i~,- Fehrua.ry 
1st, 1843 ; and. O~htndo- S., April l 8th,. 18-!7. Syl­
van us died'-at the early :age of thirty ye~rs, Septen1oer 
20th, 1847-. 
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/f'he·widow, ~I.ary, was married th9 seco11(ltin1e -to 
John· D> Russell~ hrother of Sylvanus, Nove1nl>er 
16th, 1848. · 

. . 

-· Ile lutd:previonsly spent a considerable ntunber .of 
yeurs at the ·west,, ;itrid · c:nne back just ·in time to take 
his Lrother·s place, in the Jan1i]y. ··. 'l'he children fro1n 
tliis nut1~i-it1gc were, ·Zackery 'l'., bor11 I>ecernLc•1· ·tud, ·· 
184-H ;: O~troline l\I., June- 6th, 1852; Elv_ira and· Pel-. 
nlira~ twins, iray-2:31·d, -185(L. Two yea1;s ·p~·(•viousl"y 
this fitrm. had Leen sold· ,and the one known. as the 

~ . - . . . . . 

Isa:ae \\Tari1ci.· place, two aiul.onL~--half niil-es:.Wt.)st ot 
F1·auklin Center, purchase<l. 111::rc-the two last c;hil-. 
dren were born.. 'l'hey we1;e:· thrifty· and good 1nau-· 
agers antl becan1e p~:,ssessed .of a fi1~e fann And· hornc, 
c~wing for a la~·ge fan1ily. -~rhe wife died l><:!Cem bei• 
30th," l8t->8, age-tl -sevcuty.:.two years, and the husbatl(l 
and fat.her is living at th is tinw,- :tt u. good qlc.l ·age .. 

AJ~illa A., ~he oldest chi,ld, w.r::; ·1uarriL~d tu Ac.llli-so~f 
Chee1icy~ son of .J. 11. -· Uhceney, .July_ 10th, 1~tj~~ 

'l.'h.cy Jivl'<l on a Jann in ,v esttielc.l,. where· their-chil­
dren- wer.e born: l\lorton S., i1~ty 1-!th, -1871, _and 
Bla11td1 F.,. ~Lu~ch 17th: 187:L Al~ina .A. d-i'c(_l .at the 
houHf of lier. par_ent::;~ "in Pl'anklin, ,Ja1ii1al'y ·~th,. 

· 1.H,'G, aged thirty-funr years. rfh1.; childl'l'l.l arc .Ii vi1~g_ 
i 11 l\-Iorri~tow1i. . . 

Laura, .l\.., second.- daugl_1ter of S. aud l\l. 11.nss~U, 
. was r.narried to Phillip · .lt Y.ates.,. of St~ ·Annand, 
· P~ ·Q·., 1\:lar~h 23rd; 18li(L ~ehe.ir chilc.1ren rire JJelos· 
,v.., born December 9th, 18(iu.; ·Dffna .1\., ~Jay 21st, 
l8H9; ttud .Juez L.,. :hfay 21st, 1871. · I~,inra. is . ·at 
preseu t w j th her father. 

Delos I>~ Ill:trriec..1 l\1al.,el .. Averill,·: O~tolicr ltith, · 
. . . .' 

18fH. Is· on the· place known as the oJ(l Cheeney 
fann, near J. D.· Iln·ssell'::;. 



Qrla~d.o-,~.-, .only. _s011:_.-of.~ ~- and 1\f.. Rnss(~~l,. n1ar­
ried Anna.J ... ]?rO})er, Februa1·y ~7th," 18(i8. Owns a 
f,irm of one hundred and for.ty ,icres, aLout oue 1uile 
soutl~-west f1~on1 the hon1e place~ Thei1; childTCll are 
]lnby L.,.bo1:n.4pril 30th, l8G9; .Av1s A., J)ccerrd1er 
3rd, °1873, ~nd_ Zackery l~., July 5th, 1881. · 

'l'heir oldest <laughter, nu by L.' WHS. rnarri~d- to 
George L. 1\Iorse, of Swanton, niay ·1th, 1 S!JO. · Their 
child, Bello o>, was .born. l\Iarch ~0th, lSH,t. . Is at 
prc,sent en1pl~ycd fn ,t store, in ~Iilton. . . .•· 

Caroline ~L, oldest daug11ter of ,J. D. and 1\1ary 
Rrisse l l, wits 1narried ,)nne . 1:;~t11, · 187;2,. to .Heube1i . . ,. . 

Ar1nstrong.,. of Berkshire. .1:las a farn1 of,an hnud.rcd 
acres. ~rhe.re'ha:ve' beeu bori1 to thc1n ,:· · Carrie· :~I., 
febr.tuu~y 12t~1, 1882; · Orville J., . )lay 31st, 1880, 
·a11d Frances :i\I., b_ecen1ber 12th, 188D. · 

·. za·ckery ~P.; only son. of J. ]). and ~Iary Hnssell, 
m:u·i·ied Orrisa E~ SaHord,, :Ai1gnst 2ud, 187L. '!'heir 
children ure l\I;nule A., boi·n Deceri1Ler l(ith, 1.87.~, 
·an·d ,John 0.,-· ~ray ·2-1st, 18·,·5_ Zackery livetl 01i the 
fann wit~1 hi~ father, who hoi)ctl to lean_ c,n hin1 as a 

· support in his• clcclii1.ing_ y~ars, bn t jn this. he WtlS· 

disappointed, for lie died Fe_Lruary 19th, 1-88.0, ·at tlie 
enrly age of thirty years. 
. Their daughter, l\~aude A., was 1narricd to Oharles 
.A. Pratt, J .. ulY: ;~8th, ~891. 

Peln1ira -n1iu:ried John H. I>ierce, a native· of the 
·state of :Ofaine, - Septcn1her 23rd,· 1874. '!'hey live, 
near J. D. nnssell's, ,vhcre ho has· a: sn1all farin- apd 
deals in produce. Of-their children, AlLridge L. was 
born Dec~~ber20th, 18.7'9 and Kellie L., ~farch 18th, 
188~. · )Ir.· Pierce has been entrusted with ·vai·i.ous 
town · offices. 
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Elvira, was married to_ Alonzo B: S~ward, of High­
gate, :[ nne 4th, 1878. 'fheir chihlreii- ·are Phebe ~f., 
b.orn_ N oven1b~r 26th, 1879, ~nu Hoy D., June 11th, 
1888r Is ~ farn1er, a114 also in the employ of· the St.-
.. Albans :Crenn1ery Co. · 

The FanJi/y- .of Edward and Elvira T. (Yaw) Whitney,. 

·. Elvira ' T.; second. daugh tel" of ,Joseph and Sa.rah· 
Yaw, ,vas n1arried to Edward ,vhitiiey, J)ecen1b_er 
i.2-th, 1839_ .. ·. "They lived ·-~n the west part of .the Yaw 
fann .. Ile ,~:is.·:~ ·shoen1~ke1~ and. cooper, and follo,ved 
~hese occupations while living here. 'l~liese · children . 
·were· born to tlw1n: 1\Iarcella. J· . ., · January ;!3r<l, 

. . . 

1_841 ; Corµclia o.·,- Se1>ten1bcr ·24-th, 1842; lI~ni1ibal 
IL, D-ecen1ber, 1844; and . .J~tlwa.rd Charles, February 
')Ol-1\•. · 1 Q~•) . . . . . . . .. 
lw.eJL, _L, L?t.:J-.'• 

-._ ]~lvira''I1., wife of E. 0. ,vhitnej, di~d-- July 10t11, 
°i854,-iii the thirty~fifth yea)..- of he1: age. · _ 
_ ·. , Ile. married ,agai~ al}(J"soon after\v-ent to Je_1·icho to 

·1:rve. •. During. the· _.last, ,var he ~pliste~i" in. Co:. E_. 
second Hegiment U. s·.: sharps}{ooters, Oet~b~r 30th, 
1sui.. ·tte-e~1listed ·_ in Co. F, 17th \Tt. regi1nent' of 
volunteers·, . :rtfarch 1st~ 186-4, and wtts . discharged 
July.14th, 1865, at·c~ose of the· war. . 

II.is son, Ilanniqal_ II., enlisted in the ~0th ·:.regi-
men't V t>voi_unte.ers; 90. F, September 1, 18u2, a_n<l 
served d-uri11g· the reniaincler of the war~ Ile is now 
living ir( \Vorcester, Mass., and the other son, Ed-, 
ward ·c.,· in "lllino_is. . . 



Marcella -J., oldest daughter of E. · C .. and E. 'l'. 
Whitney, ·was married to Ez1;a J. Chtiffee; of Berk­
shire, Qctober _ 1 Dth, _ 185!f. For. twenty-two years 
th<iy have 1jved· in the town o·f .Albany~ where they 
ha,·e a far"1n of -four hnnd:red ri.nd fifty acres.· ·1'heir 
children ,trc Em111a J. ,- born in Berkshire, August 
2Gth, ·1800, and Curl B.; in Albany, Deee~nber 3rd, 
·1s·11. -

-1'he dn.nghter, Ennna J.,· was married to· Frank P. 
Gates, o_f New1)ort, June 4th, 1878. -'l'hese are thei~· 
.children: Lena 11., boi.·n .i\pril i9th, 187H; Je1i-nie 
lH.,- ~{arch· 11th, 1881; · and J>or:_t E·.-, .,Ja~1nury Gth, 
188H. · _ 1\lr. Gates is engaged in the 1i1arble- and granit~ 
monnnH~ntal Lnsin9ss, in Newport. '· 

Cordelia -C., _second daughter· of E. C. and l~.-- ~r. 
"\Vhitney, wits-1narried ·_to Orloff ]I.., ~on ··of the late 
Judge ,John J(. - ,Vhit-ney, l 1"ehl'iutry _Gth, 18H2. 
·Bhortly after his 1l1arriagc, at the couune~1ce1uent of 
the last war,· he enlisted with the Ha11so1n Gni_trds, · of 
St .. Albans,- .at _the first_ call f 9r th ree-1nontl1i:; rnen~ 
Succeeding thi-s he enlisted with the uinc.:.n1011~hs 
1nen, in the fall of 18G2, ~l-S .. Adjt1tant. In 11arcl1, 
18D3, was n1nde Captain of Oo. JI, I.3th Vt. regi111eut. 
,vas afterward taken -sick nnd died J uue 2nd, lSG;J, 
in hospitaJ at Alexandria, Virginia, at the early age 
of twenty-four years. 

1'heir 011ly child, Helen l.I., was.born January 23rd, 
""18(!'1 . vv, 

l\-f rs. q. II. Whitney lived for· twelve· years in Bur­
lington, where her da11ghter graduated .fr<;>1n · the 
High School in 1881 ; also was a graduate of a French 
school a_t Broxton, P. Q., ,tnd is proficie~1t hi vocal 
and instruniental music .. 



Jannai·y 22nd, 18f.J0, she.was u11ited in n1arriage to· 
Olin l\Ierrill, of E1iosburgh Palls. Ile is the. son of 
Hev~ P. -l\lerrill, of the . Vermont ·Co_11fercnce, and 
graduated at the irontp~lier Semi.nary .in the class of 
1873. 11,or awhile he was en1ployed_ "iu _railroad bu_si­
ness · nf· }~uosbui~gh Falls, and in ,-1 $7D went. into 
partncrsliip ~with the Dr.· B. J. Ke11dalI° Spavin Cure 
Co., of which he· is 1nanager and treasurer. Ile js 
one of. the risiug·you1:ig inen of the county :1nd state, 
w'itlr flattering ·prospec~s ahead. .I?or ·ten years he 
has .been a inein her of the State H.epn Llican Com-
1nittee ·; in 1878, 1880 and 82, ,vas Assistant· Qlerk of 
the IIouse, ai1d represGnted his town in the Legisla~ 
ture of l 890. · lie· has erected a fine 1nansiori ·01i 

Orcharu.· street, and- ·htken up ·his residence. the1~ei~1. 
l\Irs. 0. lL \Vhitney lives wi"th hei· daughter.· . 

. . --;:-... 

. ~~-~-,:~-) .. 
. . f .. · . 

'-'° . 
L 
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THE FAMILY-AND DESCENDANTS 
-OF-

Winiam . A. aM Oorot~y t TowloJ Pa arson. 
Dorothy, J01p1gest daughter of UenLen ·and Sarah 

'fow.Je,. was_ n1arl'ied to \Villia1u A. Pearsotl, No.vcn1-. ' . 

h~r ~0th;. J 8~3,~ Ile ,yas .a so11 of Dr ... Enos Pearson, 
one. of the first settlers n.1~d ph_ysiciai1s in this part. of 
the town .. _ 'rhey at once settled on. the farn1 still in 
})Osse~sion _of. ,the· fa1ni1y. 

The following ch ihli·en w.ere born· to tlien~ _: _ Betsey 
A., _August 2!)th_, 182*; Saruh T., ·N oven1,ber 10th, 

, . . 

18i.G:; Qliv·er~ Jnue Gth, IS;{!J; ':rheopl1ilus Towle, 
February ;!;3rd,· l 832; ~-Iury ]C., Decen1.bc1: 12th, 
183u. 

' . , 

. _B~tsey A. clicd April 20th, 1841, in the .17th year. 
of her uge. · _ · 

'l'his faniily was very pleasant]y·:situa.ted ·and lived 
happily together until death cu1ue suddenly, and the 
husLand antl father ,,,.as called away while ·on a visit. 
to his_ d~ughter, J·uly 18th, 18G2, when. i11: the sixty-
third year of his age. · 

Ilis wife lived ·w·ith her sons, on the farm, until l\Iay 
6th, 1876, when she d~parte<l in peace to join the great 
family above, in the seventy-liii1th year of her age. 

They were pleasant, social people, and all· have a· 
grateful n1en1or.y for ''Uncle William and Aunt Dolly.·" 
They w~re long tiiiie · men1bers of · the l\Ietho<.~ist 
church in Sou th Franklin. 
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The Family of Theophilus _and Harriet E .. Pears.oni 

. Theophilus· 'l'owle, ~he youngest son, n1arried llar­
riet· El.len, daughter 0.f Capt. Bartho-lo1new \Vhitney, 
11.,eLrn:ary 5th~ 1855. lie · succccde~I to the farn1 of 

two hundred un_d tw.enty-fiye ·acres· where. his father 
coil1n1enced ~efore him, and his brothe1_·, 0 li.ve1~, ,v ho 
is ·1.1 nniarried,, is with hiln· .. 

Their children arc Phebe .A., born No·ren1ber 24th, 
J 85G, En1ma - l\L, ,July 24th, _ 185D; \Villhtm ·A._, 
October 23rd, l-865, nnd Luna B., Noven1ber 27'th, 
1870. 

Phebe· .A~, the oldest·. daughter;~ ,vas in:_1rricd .· to 
Harvey~- U. ,.O-hnstend, October 25th, 1876. · -'l'-hey: Ii ve· 
upon-the farm with' hi1i fat11er, bvo n1iles to the wes·t 
of -the village of- :East Ptanklin~ 'l'his· farm contains 
thr('e · hundred and •fifty ucres.·: 'rhey have. two 
cliih.li·en,- l\Iarion. P., born Atigust iiHl, •· 187.g, anu· 
Er11est \V., ~lay ~2nd,· 1883. 

· E111~na JI., scco1id clnughter, was married to Gard­
ner F. Oln1stcad, ~eptember 15th,- 1880. 'rhese are 
their children:·• Ralph ·P., .born -~rune 9th,, 1884, and 
Rt1by l\L, November ·22nd~ l_88G. · lie is-.at present 
employed· in a·- store.- at ]franklin, O~nter. 'rhe s01i. 
and youngest daught~r a_re &till at honie on the .far1n. 

The Family -of· Bartholomew and Sarah T,_ · 

( Pearson) Whitney. 
. . 

Sarah T., the qhly daugh~er now Jiving, was u·nitec.l 
.in marriage to Barthol.onie·w \Vhitney, ~oven1ber 3rd, 
1847. At first they lived o:n farms adjoinin'g"that._of 
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l1is-father, a-short distance 11orth. fron1 ·E:tst· l?ra11klin, 
and here· the-following· chiillren< We1~e ·born:· ,ri11ia1n 

·-Arnold,: 1'larch · 4th, 184ft ; · PJoreilce 1~., A pri( 1 i th, 
· 1852; 1-Ierbert E., ~lnly 8th,. 1854; Oorothy _l\L, 
11ay 25th_. .185G ; Stephei1 B.·, N ovembcr 2nth, 18fi0. 

In 1SG5, -sold_· this fatn1 ail,l purchase·d the· one in 
South Franklin~ previously owned i.,y Ilenry Bowiuan. 
rrhc Jurin cu11tairis two hundr_<:d and _fifty-seven i1cres. •. 
IIere. their· .yo.'nno-est child }Iinuie G .. was lJOl'll 

•·· 0 ' . . ' ,. 

·June 2nd, 1Sfjfi.· · nfr. 1Vhitn~y has ·held the pri!1cipal 
oflices in t_own, and ,vns· ele~tetl ·Hcpresentati ,·e · to. t-he 
L<·gislature _in 1880. _·IIe has also been entrusted· ,dth 
i111por.tant ofiices·iil-t)le o1eth9dist church. . 

'l'hc youngest son, ;~,t~phen · B-., n1a1Tied Adaline P., 
dn;nghtcr of Ja1nes. Chaffee, of \Vest B.erkshire, .l\. pril 
1 I th,. l 883~ I le is with his father' on the farni, autl . 
is the prl'SC11t' -supcrintend.t·n t of the Sabbath school 
:at l~ast Prankli11. rl"ht~yhave two chilclren, Oorit L._, 
born January 10th, 1885,.autl Bernice E._, N·oveii-,her 
31~t, 1887 . 
. . : \V~r1. ·Arnold, the oldest son, n1a:1•ried Ahuit, ~augh­
tei· of l\l. O! · llurlbert, of ~behlon,·Jlay 15th, 18~'2 .. 
Of their children, Etl ward Q. was bor1J in S.heldon, · 
July· 6th, 1873; Ellen · G.; :-Sc1)te1nber ·2nth, 1s-~·_4 _; 
l\lorton JL, July ilst, 187G; ,v ayland A., February 
1 i th; 187!J. . 

· .; ; · Aboiit this time thcJr Te·111oved to· the south· 11art of 
Bakersfield.· .· lle1·e JI u:rll,ert E. was- born, J ui1e 5th, 
l88L· Echva1~d O>·a1id \Vayland A. both cliecl of· 
nutla1;inl fever on the s-an1e day,: Noven1hcr 18th, 1885. 
Aftel" this, }Jurchased the farni: whci-e they' now· live, 

i-a-bout two mi1es1~south_·from .the vi_llage of- Bakersfie'ld. 
Here \\'~Iner ,CJ. -,vas born, -August 5th,_ 1887, ·and F. 



Bell, l)ccemb(\r .nth: .1888. Excellent ed·ucatiorial 
advantages nre enjoyed in. th.is· tow-n, owing to the 
beneficence of .f orn1er residents, n1ald1~g· it a desirable 
to,vn in. which to locate, on this accoun:t. :hlr. \Vhit­
ney has an excellent" farm,. enjoys the· c01~fidence of 
his fello,v to·wns1nen; and .is. eutrnsted with in1portant 
affair~ .. 

J [erbert l~., second son, married Ida l\L, daughter 
of S. A. Stowe, of \Vest Berkshire, ~lay 16th,. 1877. 
'J.'heiv children are Qr,,ille J l., born Septe1.nber 2.tnd, 
1S78; Sarah ll., Nove1~1b~r ·1-:1-th, 1881,.and IIerrnan 
-B., July 17th,· 1885. Ife hns followed f,~r1ning_ n1ost 
of the ti111e, but is n~w in-theemploy:of the Frank­
lin. qounty Ure,tiucry A~sociution, at :Eas.t .Frankliu, 
where :he· lives. · 

l◄,lorence E., · the oldest da1~:ghter,. ,vas · rnarricd to 
lianniLal G. S1iauldi11g, J:unrnry 5th, 1871. ... They 
Ii vec.l until tlie fall ot J 891. on the :fann. previo~1:-;ly 
owned by his fath~r, Jan1es Spaulding., in the- south 
part of the·_ town, two_ and a half 1niles front the 
Center. .'l~heir children were born he-re: liannah S., 
June 22nd,. ·lt)71; Jlary B., December 14th, 187i3; 
G·lenna ~L, l\lay 5_th, 1875; Bertha A., -])_ecember 
14:th, 188H ; )farion. ~-, February 13th, IS!Jl--. A fine 
row of girls, -ce.rtainly. 

In· the· fall of 1 SU 1 he took .possession· of• the Port­
la~1d !louse, ~hehlon_, ~nd ·he is conducting the same. 
· 'l'heir-.. oldest, liannuh 8 ., . was _married. to Ira P.· 
Dooli:u,· October' 28th, 1891. 'l1hey live·- near -East 
]?runklin, wliere h~ is engaged in trade .. 

. JJo.rathy _ l\L, secon.d daughter, was il1artied to 
Heman ·E.-Elrick, Ivlay'. 31s-t, lS'iG_. 'l'hey ow_n a~cl 
Qccupy a part.of the home farm in the no·r"th ·part of 
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the ·town, containing. some. one hu_ndred and (ifty 
aci·es. 'l'hese ate. their children: Vetnal · I.A°., born 
1\f:iy 24th, 1877' ; Gertri.tde )I., ~Iar~h 14th, 187U; 
Henry ·A.,: _Jnn1Htry ~th,, 18S2; ·Edith N.~ .August· 
24th, 1884; Charles A., A.pril 5th, 1888 ;_ I-Iarold A., 
?\larch 16th . 18Hl. Gertrude JI., died -.April 20th, 
"188t. 

1\f innic G., youngest <laughter, was n1arried to 
Ed.win CJuunberlain, -~larch 28t;h, 188U. S-he had 
prcv-iously Leen a successful -school teacher, having 
taught fifteen tern1s. 'l'hey live on one of. the. fal'lns 
belongi11g to. his grandfather, I~cv .. Ed wi_n Prouty, 
two ri1ilcs west of EnEt Franklin. · 
. i-ra1·y 1(., youngest chi.ughter of. ,vrn. A .. ancl 

Dorothy l~earsou, was· united_ in marriage ·t~ Geo. 
_Oscar O\Vhit~on1 L, of 11 ighgate,. J\l ay · 3l>tl1, 18ul. Ile 
· Wits a paiu ter by trade.. ~rheir ·o_uly chil.d,. J~llen O., · 
WHS born N·ovc111Lcr ~nd, 18G2. · 

l>uri11g the· _last· w_ar-Oeo. 0. \Vhit_con1b enlisted, 
s01ne tinw iu· · 1BG3, jn Co. I(, 13th Y t. 1·cg·i:n1en_t,. and 
w:1s killed in the_ battfe of Cold IfarLor, Virginia, 
.June 3rd, 18(i4. · This was while the- Union forces 
were on the retreat from the ·\Yild~rness. lHs last 
.letter was written. on the battlefield, ancl on the 27th . •. . . 

day of the rnard1 fron1 the ,Vilderness. 
lie \\)LS_. un only child, and the young widow re:. 

n1ained-witl_1 the bereaved parents- until thefr death, 
when she took up her residence with her brother· ut 
thr old hon1e, Lnt it was not for long, as she died 
· Feb1~uury 20th, 187U, in the forty-fquith year ~f lu~r 
age. 
·. 'l'he daughter, E11en· O., has a home with her uncle, 
T. -11. Pearson.· 
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Methodist Church in Sot1th. Franklin, Vt. 
lfoa<l ut thc.11cdication t>t'· the new church, \Vcdnc::;day, 

· . l>eccml>cr 2:!nd, I~rlti. · · 

'BQ E'DWIN "R._TOWLE.., · 
-- . ... . . -- . ' . ·• - --· --. . 

Very early in the 1,1·ese11t. century, ·a s11ulll :\f etho­
di.st ch~ss WHS fOl'l}'.led on the (!aSt sicle 'of the·po.nd in 
.Fraukliu, a little to the north of here; with S:d1u-0n • 
"Tarner .uB lt·:~1.ler. Bnt little is knowu as to. it.s 
exi::;tence, ~is it h:id ouly a short tluration, and all, ·oi· 

. . . . 

rwarJy a.11, of its- u1c.md>t'l'8· emigrat~•d t.o the· \\'t•st..· 
.· AL011l: 1.8;!·1, a eu11:-3idPi·~tl,Ie ntt1nl1er of fa111ilie:-; of 
our .own i rn 1ned iate a11c:cstors, havi 11g settled in. tl1 is 
neigh horhootl and '.in1u_1cdiat.e v iciuity; real i r.i ng the 
value and i1nportance . of. ·11wiutaini11g -rel'igious 
worship, a ~1.~thodi~t ·_class was· formed with · six 
_lllen1bers, uamely : . Tln:c.Jphilus aud J )eoorah '110\de, 
;Jo11athan' 'rowle, Ann ·IL Col<.·Or<l, Sal_ly ·l\i:1r~l1 and 
8in1eon ,v elch. 'l'hc lattet was the lcadc~r. · (Jue,·· 
Sally 1\farsh; now. the wit.low of Sylvester Chud,vick,· 
-~f · East· Sw~u1ton, is still -living, the sole snrvi ror. of 
th,tt little cluss forn1e<l sixty-H.ve _years ago, in ·the· 
then ahnost ·wilderness ·eou11Lry. · 'l'he first J)lace 
where public· worship was held was. in a log· se:hool 
iionso, located 011 the lJrow of the hil1 j nst s<;>11 th pf 
Bro.· J.ohn .Colcorcl's.- At first, there·· was 1io · sta.foc.l 
preaching, ouly ·now and then-:a elergynutn Hu.diHg it 
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in his w~~y t~ hold divine. service ·_here_. Pray(•r 1neet­
ings, howeve1:, .continued to _be_ held ancl 111uch re­
ligioi1s _ inte.rcst prentileu,_ resulting in.the convl~rsion 
of _the people and. ~H.luitious to th_c class. 

:.Tlii_::; ~erritoi·y \\'.HS then en1braccd in a large ~Ietho"". 
dist circn_it, exteu<ling fro1n \Vaterbury ii1 the south, 
,~way into _Uana.da.-on the uorth,-an.d _oecasional]y oue. 
9f the n1iniste!·s. onJris _rounds would ·preach here. 1 
have hc•a_rd it stated that -i_t was ditlicnlt getting on~ 
of 'th~ru often enough. to. baptize an<l·: tuke the new 
coHvcrts intu the. church. · 

. . 

. Souie ot .those early circuit preachei'$ were the 
H~ve·ren~1s Doauc, I>ewcy, • ~Iathais: and .. iiill,. Ilir:qn 
au.d. Silas ~leeker, then hotl~ .cxhorters,: fron1 :Sheldon 
iiill . (n_~w East Sheldon); _:tn: e3!rty stronghold of 
~i~tho_a1sn1,: the_ fh;st' of w hon1 .,becan1e•p1·esilli.ng' elder 
of tlH.i ~t. Al hano ·l)istrict, u::;~d -~o coine :tnd · hold· 
u~e~~i1~gs with the pec:,p]e here~ Sometirncs ,.t delega.­
_ti_(,>~L pf 1~WH a1Hl w~1nc11 W<)1·i1t1. go on .Ioot on·r to 

Sheld~.1~ IIiH, crossing the.river . .-in._a.ooat'_-01~-.oi~ ;t 

raft, a llista11ce of 8onie fon1· 1nil~8; to attend. religious· 
wor~h ip. · Very pi:cciuus seasons those· 111ust )1ave. 
~een, .,\;hen, frorn their scattered.localities, the people 
c·a1nc tc~getlwr for worship~ an~l. a ;(1l)~1rterly. HH.'eting, · 
perha_ps held iii ·a barn_,. was-an evcnt"of great j11t~n·cst, 
gene~:a}ly _. rqsult_iug in· ii gloriuns ·. revival ·and.fn1~ther 
additions to the church. .. . 

In 18:!5 this class was· e1nbraced within. the lin1its 
. . - . ' . 

of the Sheldon circuit, wheu, for die fin;t·tirne) there 
~vas r~g~1lar preaching, which has. been n1ai_iltaincd 
over since-· that ~s, once in two weeks. The alter;.. 
natc 8abLa.tl~, . prayer ni.eetings w.ere held, an~ clitss 
n1eetings followed the pre~ehing .servic~. 
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_For a· consid"erabl~ nnn1bei: of years ·previo_ns to· 
1840, the n1eetings_ were held alterli~ttely betweei1 this 
pl~ce and the school -11ouse· norq1 _of here~.: : . : - ... 

Previous to the buildi_ng of the church in.· Wes:t 
B~rlcshire, nearly forty years ago, -the lin1its of the 
society_extended north to_.·Sanu~_el -Stanley's, about a 
mile farther than now .. _TJ-i.ere were e~ghty" llH~mbers 
b:elonging to the class ·at this: tin1e, but after th·e 
building_ of the. clun.-ch at _,yest Berk_shi're, a part 
went there, and some 1noved away; so that ·by ISGO 
_there" were only thirts-five n1en1bers. ·. In 1870, -the 
1n~n1ber had increased to sixty-:four~ tind there is the 
san1e number at the prc_scnt tirne~ 

This ·class, dn1;hig _it~ existe_nce, · has _ belonged to 
several circilits or ·chai·ges : first to Sheldon, next ·to 
llontgon1cry,.the11 to Be~·kshire, afterward t~) l~rnnklin 
and at p1;cscnt to \Vest Berkshi1:e and Ea.st Franklin.· 

·-No ot.h_cr. plac:e of puLlic wo.i·ship _than a_ school 
house has bee11 used, and four · different ones· hay(} 
thus .been occ;upied lier~. _Previous to the -·b1iilding 
of the last one, for a_ l~n1g tin1e· the ,veek-d-ay evening 
prayer ·mcotings _ were held at the private- houses. 
l\fany precious seasons _of revivitl l~av.e bee1~ w{~ne.~.s~d 
and enjoyed sinc_e the foi·m_atic>n of that little cl-iiss izj. 
the ,old log .school house,,when: the hearts-of th~ fa~th~ 
f nl ones Were. n1aq..e .. glad by· _the il)ga-the:ring of the· 
_dear,_ones-in.to·th~-.fold of .tl1e Rede-e1n_e1~. :·'No1ie p~r~ 
haps exc·eeded hi ii1t_crest ,{~d . i·e~-nlts tl~e one i'n11~ie­
<li<1tely fqllowing ~he e~:e9tion, of thc)a~t school hojlse, 
-eighteen yea.rs ago. · "That was i°nde-ed· a tirne "long to 
be rememh_e_red, ,and we are enjoyii:i_g the bless¢d fri1its 
of.,.that revival now, and ~ tr1.1st_.its iufluencc will be:· 
felt- for, __ a longti-n1e -to con1e. 
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A part of .the 'time_ previous to 1868, Sunday school 
would be helcl during the surniner. s.eason, ·but would 
be discontinued. :·as cold weather approa:ched~ . so·me­
how the people :dicl not seem to c~nsidertlu1it a· school 
could be ·continued snccessft1llf th:rorigh the 'winter, 
or that the older ones of the· congreg,ttion sh.ou]d 
take· ail active part in it. Seventeen years -ago last 
spring a school wa·s org~nized and has cont-inned in 
successful _operation ever since. · N e:arly . all of the 
congregation belongs -~-~ the sehool an·~ i t"is considered 
an; i1nportan t _ n1eiu1~ of grace. . _ _ 

_ Dnrii1g all of this thi1e., until the· pi·esent confer­
ence -year, th_e pi·ogram1nc has been. S1indn.y. school­
und preachiug one ~ab bath, and the ·school and ._class 
n1eeting the next. 
··Since the first class was formed, sixty-five years {igo, 

the fo1lowiug 1.n·ethren have been its leuders; 8in1eon 
\V <?lch, 'l'hco·philus ~l'owle, llenry "13ow111an, Jonathan 
'l1owle, Alanson 'l'ay lor, Joh~ Colcord, . Ed\vin R.· 
'l'o_wle a1id \Vi-Jlian1 '-T. rl'owle. · 

lt"'ollowing_ ·-is a list of tho clergymen who· have 
preached·_ here du1~ing · the last· fifty-four- years, .or 
since 1832. Uevs. }fessrs. l\f a,rvin, S-tyles., Sanford, 
Leanord, I-land, Jones, Raslain, H.ichar4s~ ~lcl{:il1i1>s, 
l(irby, -I_sbell, B·arnes l\f ~ and Aaron llall, Atwater, 
l)un-n, Fisk, Sinunons, -Sitg.e~ -Gregg, '\Vhite, Rose, 
Cutler, Co~k~ · l~uton; · l\Icl(:enzie, \Vhitney, Bro\vn, 

-Rodgers, Green,· Cham1)lin, Co.x, Edwin un·d _Cortes 
J(i~bull, Arnold.,"· Elkins, ~Iott, . Honsinger~ -'l'itus, 
Malcolm, 'l'ruax, Webster, Lewis, U 1ider\\'ood, Donel-

: sori, Puffer, ·I1jde and l3e11, f;orty-seven in all. · Dur­
ing some of this tin1e. two -and even three_ woul~ be 
stationed OU the circuit tog_cthe1:,· the _territory em-
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braced -within· its limits being so·· large.,. . A · goodly 
nun1l?er-of the., pitstors are, and have been 'presiding 
elders on this and other districts in the conference. . . 

'l'h~ following are mentioned ; · Barnes lf. IIall, 
Bennett Eaton, _ l)._ B. l!cKenzie, Z. If. Brown,-· ,v. 
I)._ l\Ialcon1, A. B. 'l'~·uax., S. · Donelson anq. -w~ R. 
Puffer. 

For a long tinie the feeling has been beco1ning itp­
parent that there should .be .a mo.re suitable ·place 9f 
worship-here. 'l'he people. have aided to sorne extent 
in the building of churches in other places; but. have 
been content to worship in a school house thernselves; 
·Lu t a little 1nore than a ye.ar ago· Providence se(!rned 
to have prepared the way foi'. the building of a eh11rch 
h()re. 1'he·· long tirne waited -for hud. eyideutl.y co1ne, 
u.nd the people, so · considering it; went to · ,vo~·k t.o 
acco1nplish .,vl1at they believed to ·l,e the will of God 
in these n1atters, and whieh was ·certu_inly -iu accord­
ance with- their own desires~ 1'rnly _tl~e blessing of 
t_he_ g1:eat II~ad of the church ·has rested upon this 
under.taking; as frorr1 the first it has gone on smoothly, 
ni1interruptedly and to a _successfttl co1upletion.· 
,vhat the people expected and hoped~ to be able to Jo,' 
w·as to build a plain, subsfau~tial ·and di~ralJle edifice, 
a house. that would he _respectable, convenient and 
con1fortahle, and they expected-to do this princi1)ally 
fron1 their ·own resources. '£0 this end the brethren 
and- friends have worked_ nobly, cheerfully and well·;· 
giving -freely for the purpose, it being the earnest 
desfre of. all . that the house should be dedicated to 
the worship of God. free from debt.. 'l;hi·s has been 
accomplished, but. it• w-ould indeed :have bee~1 in a 
great n1easure a plain a~d unfurnished structu~re, 
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although m~st -substantially :_built~·if _it)1:id' not been 
for the-:sihgulrtr'~libe'r':tli'tf hf·frie:_1i<l(.01.1tside:· ·011.r· con­
'gregation, · who;·- la_rgely; _witho~tt

0 

solicita~io~, . have 
;C~n1e:to _ou_r ajd _arid: accon1pi'i~h~d. for -ns._,yhat we 
coulcl · not: have done -for 01.1rselve$, ut least" for the 
prcsen t, -i:n -co1npleting ancl furnishing· thi~ _ l~ouse "in 
.tb'e,tasty -nud -beaut if t1l _nw,nner in which· we Lebold 
it to-dav. 

w 

·· 'l'ruly it i:nay pe. sa-id.-thc lH·cad .c!lst. upon ~he. ,vaters 
in-the past has <.:oi:ne= back · agai}?. _ a11l1 · i~ int~reased 
n1easnrc.: -- 'l'hat "~e appreciate this unusn~l -libetality 
no oi1e can donht, aud it is our clt•sirc an~l prayer th,~t 
these kind. friends may l'ecei ve · au hundred fol,l here, 
-tuHl ili7t11e :world to con1e·, ot<1rnal life~ .A1r w lro h~rve 
so •kindly _aided. inthia work, eitl~er ii1 wu_i·d or deed, 
would we reinembel.- with griit_eful hearts, bu~ I think 
that justice den1ands, ou our· part; a kindly recogui t_ion 
of the u1i wearied, unrernitting. and faithful labors 9f. 
the chairn1an of the building ·co1n1nittee, on whom 
has devolved so largcJy the r~S}lt>_nsi-bility of snperin-. 
tending ~he consfrt1ction of the ·edifice, iuid which, 
·with nuLCli -satisfaction·- and:· thankfuln(1ss, we ,1re. 
perniitte<l to'beliold·so fully cori1pleted to-d,iy. 

_ 'l'hc generation to which -I belo1:i~, and.- who n1ust 
soon pass ofi the stage of active life, aud to whom 
the success of the <:iu1::;c of God is the 01ie great do­
sire and object· of their lives, coi1_sider this. hquse as 
suitable a 1nonnn1ent as they · co"uld leave to the 
generations following, showing th~ir lov~, fidelity an_d. 
faithfulness to the cause that was co1nn1itted to their 

. . 

charge by the fathers, who in establishing for the1n-
selves hon1es in n, new country, songht to build up the 
peaceful nnd cnduri'ng kinguon1 of Jesus Christ. 
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lt is their desire and prayer· that this ··house, ,vith 
all of the hallowed . associations that:.:ri.1a·v cluster 

• • • . •• • . . flt/ • 

arou11cl it, shall be a strong bonll of union that' _shall 
unit~ the hearts and Ii ves _of this ~ pe~ple still . mo1·e 
clo_sely in;Christian fellowship and love; and a·s one by 
one these.older ·ones sha~l pass over the ri\'el', an4 the 
bell above us shall tell tho. tale of their· yea~·s, the 
coming generations~ t"'<) ~f . which arc re}?resented 
here to-day, 1nuy step in ·a1id fill the vac:t11t places~ 
and' so God's cause continue to·· be ;sustained,. uphc14· 
and pi·ospered, .away a.long tlo,vn the yc~ll'S of the 
future .. 

It. is: our· prayer . t!);tt' . __ Goq's. p~·~te~tion. n1ay ever 
rest upon-thisJ1ousc~,.that. its. spire.~ shall coiith,1uc to 
pqint heaven ward, its l)_c.ll to -Gali 'the people, f~. praye1~­
and-1Jruise,. and t_hat· here,: at :this ·consecratod altc{r, 
1na.ny; very· nHu1y -dear_ ones shall seek. ~ind 1iud 1rin1 
'\Yho: truly is.the cliiefest ·amon-g, ten tlionsa~_a a.ud .the 
one:altogether love~y, ~nd that finally, whe11 __ ,_v~ shall· 
get through with our wo1·s4i1J hci~e. ,i_n. er~rthl y. ten1p les., 
we may be }Jer1nitted, ~hrough the grace and In~·rcy of 
Jesus,.to go up and join th~ great ·con1pa1~y_who __ have 
washed their .robes and 111ade them white in. the blood 
of th~ -.Lanib, · .in tl~nt b~~ilq.ing _of :God, ti1at l~ouse not 
made with hands, _eternal in the he,tYens. 
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'!'here _have beeu of niinisters on this charge since 
the last. n1entioned iu -the ,ilJove list, ,v illian1 C. 
Uobinson, ·Geo. L. ~tory, and 0. "\Vedgeworth, who 
is the present pastor. · 

'l'he elass now has_ seventy n1en1hers, the· largest 
nu1nber oi"nce ,the bniltling· of the ehurch at ·\Vest 
Berkshire, nearly l~al~ a century _ago,· when son1e of 
this c]a:-;s were transferred to that place. . \V. J. 'l'owle· 
is the lea.ti.er, with ,v. 11.. Tuwle, _ assistant; 'l'he 
Ha.me order of 8untlay sci-rices as Ul(:ntioned ·above 
are eontinueJ~ · A good degree .of spiritnnl interest 
})rev ails, an<l _fourteen h~v~ heen taken into .full n1ein-

lHffship during. the _past yea_r.- - · . 
_ 'l1he Sabbath .school is in · a flourishing condition. 

1~i1d 1i11111bers seventy-three in all.. It 111ny be said 
that practically all of.. the cougr.egation belong to the 
sehooL George AL. 'J.'owle · is the· 1n;esent su1>erinten-· 
<lent .. 

-'l'he following Lrethrcu from this })lace _·belong to 
the Board• of Stewards. for the. OJ~arg~: ·Reube·n 
'l'owle,. E. It '£owle, who is also· r~cordiug steward, 
l\:[ •. L.,:KeJ1d:ill and 0. Pi.. ,,yelch. 

_ There · is a, flourishing auxiliary of:· the_ ·. ,voman's 
;For~ign 1\-Iissio~ary-Society -in this place, -,,rhieh has 
been in-.existence fpr eleven years .. It ·now. nnnibers 
twenty-four·n1embers. l\lont·hly :n:ieetings are helc.l, 
a,nd, the interest in- this impo1~taut. branch-of mission-
a~-y work is heartily sustained~ · . 

The. present officers.. are: 1'1:rs. John Colcord, 
president; lf~·s. "\V. J. 'l1owle, ··vice-president, and 
Mrs. Iieuben Tow le, secretary and treas~1rcr·~ 
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The work of gnther~~1g up the n1att,rial contaii~cd 
in this little volu1ne is con1pleted. · It has been at­
tended .with a 1nelaueholy. pleastu·e, if snd1 it may ·be 
terined. ·_l\Iuch of it is a.·. record of the past., witl~ 
which the writer has been conversant, and the names 
and ~ncidents ni)pear strangely. fa1niliar. AJong with 
the stati~tics, which alone n1ight appear uninteresting 
to s01ne; although of. the greatest value, it has_ been 
the endeavor to intersperse ~nch facts und incident.s 
as should be of iliterest to all. 

'ro those of 1ny generation the past is., as· it were., 
an open book, and these records will only serve to 
intensify and brighten- the history -already en·graven 
on n~c1nory's page. . - ' · · 

rl'o. the generations Lefore· us .. there will be · n1u9h 
that is new, and it is t9 be ho:pcd that .this brief 
sketeh of their anccstors,-who they were, where and 
ho;w they lived, and their participation in the. history 
of the fan1ilies here delineated, a veneration ttntl. 
respect for the past and_ hopefulness for t-he future 
will lJe procluce<.1,. such as shall be both _inspiring a.nd 
helpful. 

'r wo generations -are in the past, of the third, to 
which the writer belongs, n1ore than one-half are 
already gone, and two are befoi·e us. \Vith ·a hopeful 
look ahead ancl -a. fervent' prayer that thci:;e deseen_d­
ants of worthy ancestors shall ever cherish · the n1ost . 
. kindly and grateful memory _for the ·past, a1id prove 
the.mselv:es indeed true.· scions of ven_erated stock, 
this little narrative .co1nes to an 

END. 




