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-ADDRESS. 

Although a ~tranger to the most of yon yet s!1tfer me to 
· addr~s you as n1y kindred because ,,e are the descendants 

, 

·of "'\'\T1llia1n Tuttle of :Kew Ha,en. Huznan nature is such 
that in all ordinary circurnstances the tie of Kjn~hip is both 

beautiful and t-trong. ,vhen e,-en the ~elti:,h. ~:1han met his 
'-

si8tcr'."~ son, he greeted hi1n w·ith a ,varn1th ,\-hieh could not 
'. 

have been 'bestow·ed on a f;trnnger. As for .Jacob .. ,vith what ,_ 

alacritY did he- kiss his Cousin •· R.achel.. the bt>autifnl and .. . 

well-faxored,'' "·hen he 1net lier at the ,,ell : a greeting '\,hich 
she ""as not slow to return, beca11se he ,,as her Con.sin! 

The \V e5teru e1nigrant often experiences a pe·enliar thrill 

in ·rneetin!! e,·en a stranger fi·o1n the dear land he has left 
'· ...... 

behind; but if perchance he 1neets one of hi$ own kinsfolk .. 
if he be a 1nan, he is sure to e1n.brace hin1 as Laban did 
Jacob~ and if a wo1nan, especially if co1nely. he i~ ready-if 
there be no ohjection-to greet her as .Jac:oh did Rachel. . .. , 

.. A .. strong and ,,ell-poised 1nan shall he pro,·e hi1n~elf, if in 

those interesting circn1nstance3 he do not like that venerable .. 
and ht)me~ick bachelor lift up his Yoice an<i ,\·eep. 

We may not have any such pleasant epi::;o,.ie to day·, unle5s 

the Younger of our kin<lred 111ay choo:;e to indnhre, but he - ~ ~ . . 
this as it may, "-e shall greet each other ·with n1ore than 

ordinary intere:;t Lecause of the relation we hold to ol.1r 

con11non ancestor. ,v elcon1e then, doubly ,,·elcotne, to thi5 

1neeting of our tribes~ all ye ·who claim descent fi·o1n the good 

tnan ,,hose na1ne to day is in our thoughts, and on our lip:;. 
\Ve are kinsmen, and though we may never again 1ningle in 
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such ~cenes as these. ,\·e will for to day at· least abandon . . . . 
ourselves ,\9ithout constraint to the juys of thi5 nc,\· fc1low·-
sl1ip. 

The duty as:;igned me is not a very ea..-;y one. The reason 
is ob,;ou~. You ,\·ill pardon your. genealogi5-t should he 
prov·e in any degree prosy in relating the aln1t>St endle$S facts 
,vhich he has collected concernin~ cnu· faruily ,_ for you say 
that his office i~ not to arnuse but to teach vou. But ,vhat ., 

··will yon sa:: to oue in 1ny position ~ My ofli~c is not to teach 
you but rather to furnish a re~pecta~le figure-head for the 
occasion. Nor are yon likely to be content n1erely w·ith thi~. 
If possible you ,\·ould like a little an1u~ement. or at least .. 
a.n intellectual entertainment. ~·\ nd ,V'hat if I should fail ! 

Besides, it "·ould seem . to be v·ery natural on such an 
occasion as this, to inquire ,,·hether the ancestor of so nu1ner­
ons a family as our:; ,\ .. as ,Yorthy of such respectable people 
as we claim to be. .£.:\.nd on the other hand could our 
ancestor have a voiee in· the matter he 1night in5i$t OU knC>W· 

ing ,~hetlier ''"'e "·it.h all our pretcu~ion~ are ,,ot·thy of h i111. 

The case$ may be exceptional, a1Hl _yet the fact it), so1ne very 

mean people leaYe behind the1n very honorable fan1il~es. and 
also that some very honorable people are ::;o nnt<>rtuuate a~ to 
leave very mean fa1nilies. In such. Cc\SC8 the le8s of hi~tory 
or of reminiscence the better. 

An American humorist has hit thts n1atter a hard blow·, 
or at least thought he did, ,vhen he ridiculed the pri<le of 
taruily as sho,\"'n by certain in tl1i::- cuuntry, in the di~po:;i• 
tion to trace the1n~elves hack to :a distinguished ancestry. 

~ Of all the notable thi~5- on earth, 

The queerest is the pride of birth, 
.Among our fierce Democracie. 
A bridge aeross a hundred years~ 
Without a prop to sa,·e it from sneers, 
~ot even a couple of rotten Peers,­
A thing for laughter, fleers and Jeers, 
ls .American .Aristocracy." 



5 

This is true and witty, but -what he next says becomes onr'\"' 
. . 

sharp in the ca~e of those too weak to perceive the true di~-,_ 

n~ty eYen . of the hiunblest l:tbor, and the true nobilit:'· of 
those who de£-cend ti·om the humbl~t t.rne ,~orkman.. .c\. 
snob may feel badly in ascending his family thread to 

-·' find it waxed at the farther end 
By ~ome plebeian ,·ocation.,, 

bat no true 1nan can trace the blood in his ·veins to a. rnan 
who ha5 earned bread, and ho1nc and education for hi~ 
children h_:; houe:;t toil in anJ honorable calling, howe,·er 
humble .. ,vithont a feeling ()f ju:;t pride.. The ancestor·=­
hand~ !Ua)· ha \·e handled the plow·. or been black as his o,'"'n 

smithy, and yet. the tru~ 1nan:- \\·ho i_~ his de5cendant, ,\·111 
recrard that bra,·e ,,·orkn1an "·ith ,,.re:-iter co1n1)lacencv than 
~ - e -

he could any a.nce~tor pos6e:;~ed tnerely of fortune or high 
birth. Ile i:- a trne nohle1nan ,\·ho b,· the lahor of the brain ., -or tl1e hand tran~n1ute:; the trea:.;nreS of the soil, the sea, the 

air, and the 1nine into object:; of value, and "·ho educ~te~ h;:-­
children to he true, 5trong, bra,·e.. good f<.•r the sake of 
God and mau kind. A.nd ,,·e arc not atraid but rather glory 
to find such a familY thread ·' ,,·axed at the farther end.~ .. 

~ 

If in our investi~ation5 \,-e find th.1t the untitled '\Villi~~u1 
Tuttle wa;s such a man \l"'e shall not for that rea~on de~pi~ 
his n::;.me nor blush to -recall \\·hat he '\l"'a:5. _.\nd if '\\·e who 
di-a,\· our blood trorn his honored ,-eins imitate his ,·irt ue~ 
then we are :;ure he ,\·ould not be a~l1amed of u:;. The 1nan 
who rn!:lkes a shoe,_ c)r produce:; au ear vf corn, or invents a 
]abor-savin~ n1achine. and the w·oinan who bakes a loaf • •f - . . 

bread, or knits a -~tocking, or rears in ,-irtue and indn:;tr~- a 

son or a daughter. are as honorable a~ 1-..-ings on their thron .... ~ 
or as the mo:;t !!ifted w·o1nen that e,·en ''°'ielded a ~cepter :!..--

·-
did Queen ElizaLeth, or inspired, a~ 1£adame Roland did, a 
political part~·. Whether our ance::;tor and his de~cendant .. 
deser\·e this praise i~ not for me to say. ..; Let c1uoth~r 

praise thee and not thine o'\\·n lips.'' 
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My business to-day is not to repeat history, for the. histo­
rian's duty is so to sketch the outline5 and. colors of the past 
as to present that' past to his readers. He must not over-load 
his pages with either facts or characters~ since too many facts­
not to n1ention fictions-1nake historv to resemble an old 

~ . 

~arret full of the frag1nentary l un1 ber of other genera­
tion$, and too n1any characters like an unending procession of 
men on a holiday after a -while beco1ne tedious. · .. 

And an1 I to w·rite a historv of 1\T"i1lia1u Tuttle and his . . ~ 

~enerations? The thing- is iinpo$:=.ib1e. for the reason if 
for no other, that I a hnn1ble 1ne111ber of a single fa:ni1y 
tracing itself back to hin1..' kno,v hut little _of that history, and 
even-if I knew· it all and should atten1pt to repeat it to you, 
you ini~ht say to me ~~ the "great sho,Ytnan ,, did to the 
nineteen -widows of the deceased 1f ormon when thev offered • 
hitn the vacant place, "too u1nch ! too 1nuch ! " 

J\Iuch less do I propa:~e to construct genealogical tables of 
William Tuttle"s children. If any one is to perfor1u this duty 
it tn ust be our e5teen1ed kinsrr1an (:;.eorge F. Tuttle of Ne"· 
York. N atnre, Pro\"idence. and taste have alread, set hi1n . ., 

apart a~ the Ezrn of our tribes. A 1nong ns all there is no 
more devout lo,-er of our fa1nilv and it~ history than he. 

~ -
What old tan1ily record~~ or book of ,vills, deeds, probate 
records~ 1nan ,:scripts or printed books, has he not moa~ed 
after and found ! What lh·ing 1nan or ,\'"oma~1 ,vho 1night 
e\·en he suspected of kno"ing so111ething relating to this 
t~en1e has he n◊t iuterrogated ! \VIiat old gra\·e_ya.rd in 
which reposes tl1e dust of any one of this fan1ily has he 11ot 

explored·! Like Old )Iortality he has \\·ith reverent love 
removed the mo~s fron1 man, an anc:ient slab on ,vhich was .. 
traced the na1ne of any descendant of William Tuttle, and 
he has been an untiring pilgrin1 to the p1aces "·here· these 
people have d\\·elt to learn .. ,d10 and w·hat they '\\""ere. How 
ha..;; his unselfish aud beautiful enthusiasn1 shained u~ into 
efforts to aid hiin in his nnre\\·ar<led labor~, and kindled in 
us an enthusiasm like his own but not its equal!· 
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.A.nd yet snppus~ for a mon1ent that he should offer to open 
his w-onder~1l pages and frt1m William of X e,v Ha\·en~ the 
stout and worthy trnnk, tt• the last born descendant that like 
a sweet blossom hangs on a single one of many branches that 
spring from that trunk he should re11earse it a.11, sons and 
daughters and ,,ives and husbands and children throuo·h the 

~ ~ 

ten generations of the ten children of Willian1's t,veh·e who 
left fa1niliei ! Our intelligent genealogist can do it if you 
desire it, and keep on reading as long as it kept on raining 
at the flood. And YBt how tired we should be of it before .. 
he had finl"shed .. e"t"en it ru:iY be iu our desperation cursino-, ., t:, 

either .. the dav that William Tuttle ca1ne to marry so fruitful 
~ . 

a ,vite as his Elizabeth, or that any one of his descendants 
should- be left to such hardness of heart as to be vdlling to 
inflict such a feast _of grav·el-stones on his kins1nen. 

When ,v-e were children ,ve so1netimes had to read at 
family ·worship the geneological chapter~ of Genesis, Cnroni 
cles, _Ezra and X ehen1iah, until our vocal organs ached. It is 
true that Luke furnished us relief in his euphonious table of 
our Lord's ancestry, and ,ire broke into a swift run w-I1en we 
reached the ver£e, .;~ "\Vhich_ ,,as the ~on of J osepb, ,,hich ,,..·as 

the son of Heli, w·hich was the son. of Matt.hat, w·hich was 

,,, the son of Levi," but ·when ,\-e reached the last ver:;e_.. which 
was a sort of ,;, ho1ne stretch .. " we made a 1-u£h 
for the goal as '""e enunciated in a kind of grand 
rhythm the words, _, Which was the son of Enos, w·hich was 
the son of SetL. \,liich w·a~ the son of .A.dan1, which \\"'as the , 

son of God." And yet I can imagine that had the genealo-
gist named all the iten15 in the lineage even in this high 
sounding ,,ay, it might at last have become tireso1ne. Such 
da · table of our famil Y even to us as a theme tor readinz coul 

w ~ 

scarcely prove very entertaining. 
I do not speak thus to underrate the value of-the ,vork our 

genealogist is perforining for us. By no means.· In 1nauy 
respects·that work is one of great importance. It is one glory 
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of man that he is able to reduce fact:: to classes. The brute 
creature has no such power of clas$it)·in~ and utilizin~ fact5. 
Philosophy is the knowledge of facts and their cau:;es, nor 
should ,t""e restrict the definition of the abstract ~ience;. 
Ethnology is as truly a science as p$}·cho1ogy or mathe1natics. 
And ha,e ,,e not n. riQ.'ht to regur<l it as one of the n1ost im-.... .. 
portant of the sciences, dealing as it does ,,ith all the 
phenon1ena and laws of races~ There can be no d,)ubt as to 
the practical in1portance of a science ,vhich discu~es facts 
and problems entering Yitally into the well-bein?: of indi­
viduals, familie.;, and races~ and I contend that such meeting:; 
as this do not answer their highest end whilst n1ini~tering 
to inere pe1·sonal or family vanity. If' rightly used they may 
enlarge tl1e limits of hn1nan kno,,ledge in . a- very practical 
dom~in. There are ca::-es not a few in w·hich the 111oral and 
social position ha5 been determined for unborn generations by 
the cl1oice ,1nd influence of a sing-le ancestor of pronouncPd 
con.iction~. \Vhen his hand struck the tremblin!!" $Cales he . -· 
not onlY fixed his 0\\-n future but th~t of his descendants . ., 

In t11is connection it is not irreleYant to remark that this 
principle is illustrated in the history of the Jersey branch of 
our fan1ily. William Tuttle's grand-sou, Stephen .. son of 
J osepli, settled in W oo<lbridge, X e·w Jersey, a community of 
intelligent farmers identified ":-ith the Pre::;byterian Church. 
On attaining their majority his son~ Timothy and .Joseph 
established the1nseh·cs as mechanics in N e,,ark, which wa; 

settled b)" the best people of Connecticut~ and w·ho ,,ere hard 
laborers and also decided Presbvterians.. In these cou1muni-. .. 
ties our .J er:;e, ance~tors were trained in the exerci::e of the ., 

funda1nental vocation:; of life a:; also in the sturd, ,irtues . 
which the Scotch I{irk has impre::sed on those ,vho ~1dopt ·it5 

faith and polity. No doubt these facts ha'\'"e had n1uch to do 
with the social position and character of the fan1ily in X ew 
Jersey. It has had hundreds of farn1ers and mechanics, and 
not a few professsional men, but as a general rule in whate'\'"er 



vocation found tl1ey li:1.ve lleen indu~triou~, frug-:1l. independ­
ent and 1uorn.J. Tl1ey hnxe h~d n ~trt)ll~ fan1ily :itlection .. h:n-e 

hee1~ puLlic ~}Ji rited in reference to the ~chool :ind chureh~ aud 
truly deYoted to the ,\·ork of liquidating the oeht the~¥ ow·cd 

their auce~tor:; b, tl1eir fidelit\"'· to tl1eir children. 
w ~ 

I era Ye ~·our p:u·dou :fc)r ref ere nee to ·1ny g-r:1.ndparen ts .. 
• Joseph Tuttle-of the :fifth generation frotn ,vi1lia1n Tnttle .. 
·and ~on of Daniel Tuttle-and Es.ther Park11ur~t:- his ,,ife:t 
"·ho!' a~ o.ur genea1ogi~t infor1n::. 1ne, reacl1e~ back to a. very 
distinguished nnce:;try througl1 the Bruen fiunily. If thi:; 
~taternent he correc-t the unpretending black~1nith'~ ,,ite, ·wl10 

eighty.-se;·en ~years ago last 24t11 of Au~n$t g::axe birth to t11c:~ 
t,vins, one of "·ho1: 1 w:·1:- 111~- father, "·a:; connected "·it.h 
'' Char~e1nagne .. ind !ding collateral conneetion~ w-ith ,1-U the 
royal l1ou$e~ in Europe.·: So illustrious is thi~ linea~e that it 
include~ not :nere duke~ :1nd earls .. but king~. 

. ,, .. -

And yet it is to n1e a greater p1ensure kuo,~ th:lt the ~entle 
and "-ifeh- E~thcr Parkhur5t "-a~ in,- ~r:indn1other than I . ., . ,_ 

could ~xperience in tl1e de1non~tr~1tion that Clutrle1na~ne \\·:t~ 

1ny ancestor; and I ,\·ould rather helo11g to the ~ood f:-unily (,f 

,,"!"illi:-un Tuttle·~ <lc~cenc.1a.nt~ tluu1 to he connected ,\·ith ,;; all 
tl1e royal 11ouse~ of Enr(>pc. ~, 

I ,,as speakiu~ of Esther Parkhnr$t an<l 11er hn~l,:-ind .. 
• Jo::;eph Tnttle. During tl1e latter part of hi~ life he had tl1e 

1ni~tortune to he cripp1ed iu one of hi~ ieet:- and :·et ~nc.-h ,n1::. 
]ii:; genuine in<lei,endence that .. ~c~atcd on a reYol,·in~ he11d1 

bet,,een his an \·il and fire, he l1an1111ered out an hone~t lh·iug­

for his fa.1nih·. X o one can tell how· 111neh hi~ d~cen<lant.~ ., 

owe him. 
Not\\·itl1~tai1ding nir. Saxe the ~11n.rp terzn~ ~:1tiri~e~ '· the 

pride of fi.unily,'~ th~ 1no:-:.t of people-- ·when t.lic_y h:n·e the 

opportunity arc quite apt to· indnlge it. 1'here ha,·e l,e~n 
per~ons-ant1 all of t11c1n ,\·ere uot 0f 1\trir-nn de='e<.~nt-,~11c; 

"·ere boa5"-tful of t11eir de:;ce11t fi·o1n <·C'rtain ~reat. :peoplP.. and 

that ii: spite of the 1,:u·-~ini~tcr on their e~cntc11eo11. 11ut 
2 
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w·hen the desc-ent i:; an honorable one the disposition named 

is both npplanded and indulged. I confe~s 1nyself to ha~e a 
little "·eakness of that sort. Let me explain. My ea.rliest 
recollections are associated with the plain country parsonage 
in Northern Ne"· Jersey in ,vbich n1y parents Ii ved. My 
early grief~ in learning the Noah Webster's Spelling Book, 
Liu<lley Mnrray·s Grannnar, DabolFs Arithmetic, and the 
Shorter Catechisn1 were si1nilar to tho~e of many juYenile 
1,uttles w·ho ,vere educated in those halcyon days. The Latin 
Gra1nn1ar, Cresar and Virgil also needed son1e out~ide l1elp to 

be attracth·e to 1ny depi•ayed tastes. After these had been 
studied three or four glorious years at the ploughtail inter­
ve1ied., and then the long struggle for the Bachelor"s degree­
In due ti1ne "·ith unutterable apprehensions of failure I 
~egan n1y ,York as a pastor, a work continued for seventeen 

years, years ,\"hich were tnarked by scarce a day's sickness 
and of course by no invalid's leave of_ absence in Europe. 
Finallv "·ith such sinkiuo- of heart as no one can kno,v I ,vas ., .:::, 

driv·en 1nost relu<:tantly fi·on1 the pastoral office to that ,vhich 
I no"· occup.r, as the presiding officer of one of the 1nost 

unpretending of the '' fresh ,Yater Colleges/' as Dr. Oli\'·er 
Wendell IIohnes so kindly na1nes all the colleges but the one 
rendered illustrious b,· graduatincr hi1n. M , .. life has heeu full 

' J ,. 0 J 

of labor _in secluded spheres ,vith but little of glitter and 
parade. 

. Nor ""onld I mention the matter at all only to say that 
from the West lI ilf ord parsona~e., to the " ,vool sack " of 

_ "\V abash College-if I 1nay be allo,,·ed so to name my present 
not ,·ery soft seat-I have been in great 1neasure ignorant of 
my distinguished relatives. For year:; \tte supposed our 
Jersey Tuttle8 to be descended from the Long Island Tutli1:ns~ 
on)v as the latter chano-e we had let the '' h.lll '' slide .. • 0 

When I first discovered that we are not descended iron1 that 
exceJlent race of j)eople I felt in a n1easure bereaved, or 
rather disinherited. X ot tl1at I ,~as then fitllY aware of ho" .. -
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much I wa$ losing in hein~ left outside of a fan1ih· which .. "' .. 
through Anna ;l'nthill, the u1other of Joltn Cleve$ 8y1u1ncs 
had infused a $plendid eleznent int-) the 1,lo: ,d \\·hich the 
Ilarrisons of :North Bend and Indianapoli::. l1ase inherited 
fron1 the ~titnable wife of Gen. ,villia1u lic:11·_\· IIarrison, 
na~·, a 'fiunil.r that through other e5ti1nahle fi.~111ale 1nernbers 
of it had done so 1nuch for. the Terrells, the l)u1·y~a.s, and 
ever so 1na11y other equally good fiuuilie5. lu fo.ct the Long­
Island Tuthills ha,·e been and they are no,v ~(• rc~pectable 
and honorahle, tl1at i1 is to be hoped for ou,· sake that our 
genealogist bestir hhnself to prov·e that \\"e are fprnng frorn 
· the same ancestor~ as the Tnthills, evei1 -thou~h he n1ust 

draw O"l his ilna2"ination tor the facts ! 
~ 

But ev·en after it appeared tlult the ance:;tor:-; of our J erfey 
fa1nily can1e not from ·Southold, but frotn New H:l\·en, I ,\·as 
not half a"·ake to the honors of the newh·. di$covered 

•· 

relation. S01ne years ago a gentletnan of • \nu· na1ne in 
Boston·, ''"'rote 1ne concerning his O\\"'ll ance~tc:r:::-, and our~ .. ,. 

the startling 11c-ws that \\"'e had in the :Xew· Ila\·en line son1e ,_ 

hi~h relations. · Very 1node~tly he said " that Ul'(>~t of the 
great people narued Tuttle (Jr a~sociated \\·ith tliezn by blood 

,ver~ in our line," but surely he had forgotten lao\\" high he 
and his brother had carried our ·con1111011 na.111e. \Ve speak .. 
of George Washington car\·ing his na1nc hig-her on the 
"Natnr.11 Bridge" than an_y· one, until on~ reckh:;5 _young­

man at the risk of his life reaclied a higher p,.,int : hut ,\"'hat 
is this to the height to "·hich my correspondent hacl carried 
his na1ne, since he and his brother as a~~i:;tauts in the 
Caml>riclgc Observatory, discoYered se,·era.l comet8,. one of 
which in urano~raphy is called "Tuttle's Co1net." If ,vash­
ington engraved his 11an1e on the face of a high rock,. the:;e 
brothers engra ,·ed theirs on the '' crystal tresses" of a con1et. 
I refer to Charles "\Vesley Tuttle of Boston, and his brother 
Heury Parnell Tuttle, at present a Pay1n~ter in the United 
St~tes Navy. The forn1er is a busy attorney in Boston, but 

• 
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hy his hi~torical re.::~art"he~ he has \\·on ~o en viable· a reputa­
tion t!1:1 t he i:; l,onored \\·ith 1nc1uher~hip in ~eyeral of the 
ruu:;t seleet <1nd noted Hi:::-torical Societies in X ew· En!!land. ~-

And here again let 1ue entreat uur acute and delving 
genealogi~t to }U-range aud c~tabli~h ~oa1e sort of cou::3-inly 

rciations \\"i th the de~cendant:; of lohn Tnttic of D~H.-er. 

J ohu and )Villia111 ca1ne to Bo~tou in 1 n:35, in the ~an1e ~ood . .. 
ship Planter. Surt:l_y our L!~torian <.-an .fix· up this little 

·1natter. Xot t11ctt I arn surliciently ct{;qnainted "·ith the 

"" trngal and thrifty hn:;baad1Hen ,~ \\·ho are deEcended frou1 

.J ohu of l)over tc, n1ake :ue \·ery urgent that our hi:;torian 

:;hould frtl:;i(y hi;tc,ry iz~ vr<ler to e.;tabli~h (,nr cou::;inship 
,\·ith t!1e1u, but I lnn·e ~uch a re~1.1cct for the v11l_y n1an an1'.,ng 
the1n \\·ho1n I kno,,· personally a~ tu feel a de:;ire to learn 
tl1a.t at lea:;t he i~ a blood relation, even th~ugh quite 
reu1ote . 

I must a~k pardo11 '-)n<:e 111orc for thi~ egvti::;1n, Lut ~. \\-as 
sa.yin~ ho\\~ 1nuch (•f n1y lite \\·a::; a11o,\·cd to pas.s iu utter 
i~norance of un· fa n1on:; relation~. )..-u l! can ~t:.ar<;eh· irna~inc .... _ ., .. ...._ 

ho,, n1y hfood tin~led one daY tu TitH1 tn,· o,vn nu\\·orthy ., "".· ., - .. 
ua1ne iu print, ancl in the ~au1e ~entence v;it1.t ·· the celeLratcd 
,Jonatha~ Edw·iu·t1:=., and .Aar,)n Burr," all three de~cenda11t::; 
of Willia1n Tuttle. ..A.nd th,t~ ,va:; only a ::-ingJc ~rain iu tl1c 

full measure of !!Olden \\·heat ,\·hich beca111e 1nine. Thi:; ~. 

n1an '\V"illiam rruttle had a da11!!l1ter E1izabctl1 .. the 6i~tcr of 
. . . . . . 

.rny ance.-;tor .,J o~eph~ uud ~he \\":l::) the lll(tth~r of rriu1othy 
Ed,\·ard~ of Wind~or, the ~r:u:d111L>thcr uf .. Jonatha,n Ed,\·ard:; 
of :X orth Ilarn nton and Prin<.:cton Colle~e, the !treat-grand " "- ,... . '-

in other of .Jonathan Ed,\·ard~ of Union College, and the 
an~tress of Pre:;idcnt~ D,\·i~lit aud "\Vool~e\· of l~ a1e Collerre • ,. ... :-, .. 

and President Dwi~ht. Jr. of I-Iau1ilton Colicge~ and po~::;i.bly 

c~f sorne other co11<.=-~e Pre~idents: ~:; al~o a ~reat number of . , . 

other distin!rni~he,l ruen de~ccnde<l ti·orn Elizabeth Tuttle and 
< • • 

Richard Ed,vard~.,:-

.Xor was thi~ all, for on iu~pectin~ the portly record:; of 



13 

the· fa,nilY .. I found that in other branches "·e had famou::; .. , 

artist~, Geucra.1~, Bi~hop$. Prcacher:5,~ Doctors of DiYinity, 

Seholnr::;, bn~inc5~ n1en. and n1en of 1nark in other callings. 
~ . , .. 

Ken::;ett, tl_1e arti~t ,\·ho5e exquisite genius lias evoked froin 
tho~e ,\·ho inrvi vc hin1 such glowing enlof;ie~, Bishop Tuttle, 
,vhc:i~c zea.l iu ::;ccking out the destitute conununitie~ \\·hich 
are scattered in one of our mountain Territorie:; .. i~ trulv , .. 
apostolic, Dr. · Sarnuel Sprin~ <-•f X e\\·bnryport and Dr. 
Gardiner Spring of :X ew· York, and Echvard D. 1Iansfie1d~ 
the :1cco1np1i~liecl jonrn,1.li~t· ~f Ohio~ are a1nong the rema.rka­
ble-de~<:.endants of our a.nce:;tor. I:; it a .:;n1a1l 1)rivile,..,.e t,) 

~ 

be reckoner'i a~ one of $ll<:h a fatuilY ~ 
. . 

.... '\ nd here let 1ne pan:;e fc.•r hreath iu the 1nid::;t of ~o 
splendid a. recital, befort I nan1e the ]a::;t and 1110::;t a:;tound­
ing fact. I do :;o with great humility on 111.r o\\·n part, and 
\\·ith prof«)und ~yn11)athy for ~uch of ·yon ct:; have no part or 
lot in the 111atter. How·e,·er. you "·ill comfort vour~clve:=. in 

. - ~ 

thin~ing t}w.t yon are 1~ot re:;pon:;ihle fr,r the detect. I an1 

now in a· biind \\·ay referring to t11e 1no:;t dfatingnished of the 
-blood 1·elation::; of :301nc of n~ .. for if I have not rnisundGr:;too<l 
the learned ~taterue11ts of our genea.lugi:;t!' 1ny grand-1nothcr 
Esther Parkhur~t ,\·a~ a de~eendant fi·ozn the Bruen fa1nily, 
either fro1n Ohadiah Bruen, or hi~ halt::;ister lfary-I forget 
,\·bich-and the Bruen fcuni1Y . i~ directlv connected ,vith 

... ol 

"Charlernagne and all the oth~r royal horises of" Enropc." 
Nay, it is hinted as pr\.)bal:,1e and e, .. en a:;serted by sou1e that 
this Bruen ~,lood of ,\·hic.-h I speak reaches back through 
th~e royal , chan~1e]:; to the palace · of the Byzantine 
Emperor~ on the Bo:;phoru:;. · .... .\nd after this plea::;ant ex­
hibit of my rciation~, the delightful historian added a 
remark ,vhich i~ 1nore app.reciablc _than the ~plendid but 
"'glitterin~ geHeralities " ju.st u,uned, fur he said \\;i_th great 
1>ride, • .: ,,.,.i1lia1n Tuttle'~ children married in the leading 

families, . and the Blo<J<l c.)f "\Villiatu Tuttle ~till remains 
the best blood in Couneticut." WhY could he not have . ... 
added .New Jerse!J al:5o, ~ut he did not. 
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And yet, until within a short time-a fe,, years at farthest­
I ,vas dclYing in rny humble lot in life and fulfilling its.duties, 
ignorant of the_ quality of the blood that " .. as pulsating iu 
my veins, and w11ich had pulsated in noble, even royal Yeiu~. 
Could I have know·n that the Edw·ardses, and Di·ight, an<l 
Woolsey, and other distinguished theologians "·ere n1y rela­
tives ho\\r much easier would I ha,e tonud it to couunit and 
digest the · Shorter Catcchis1n ! When my faithful and 
strong-handed father used carefully selected whips fro1n the 
Canfield Apple Tree to quicken 1ny love• of catechis111al 
theology and also the hoe and axe, ,~that a relief had it been 
to the smart had I kno,vn that 1ny distinguished relation, 
Aaron Burr, 1nig-ht not haYe bcco111c so bad a man had his 
uncle and guardian applied the apple tree sw'itch~s to him 
""hen he ,,as a boy! And ,vheu that Napoleon, of the 
·Newark Academy, }fr. ~athan Hedges, used the rattan to 
enlighten the eyes of my understanding in the n1ysteries of 
language, numbers~ and geography, n1ight I not-could it have 
been other,vise-have arrested the igno1ninious hlo\\·s ,,rhich 
fell on n1e as if I ,\·ere a mere plebeian by cr_ying out, not as 
the Ro1nan did of ''""ho,n Cicero speaks, '' I an1 a Ron1an Citi­
zen," but Ed,vards and Dw-ight are rny cousins, and Charle­
magne n1y regal or rather, imp~rial ancestor ! · But the 
knvwledge ca1ne too late!· 

Pardon these sentences ,vhich 1nay seem to sa\"·or too 1nuch 
of levity for the gravity of such an occ,l.$iou as this. 1-ou will 
of not understand n1e as speaking coutexnptuous1y of our o,\·n 
or any body else"s ancestry. That "blood ,vill tell" is a 
proverb in which I have the greatest confidence, and I run 
sure that we have reason for gratitude in thi~ respect, and to 
watch carefully our inheritance. · 

The Connecticut branches of our family ""'ill pardon a very 
brief reference to the descendants of Stephen Tuttle, who 
must have emigrated to Ne,v Jersey early in the last century. 
His t,\·o sons, Tiinothy and Joseph, li-ved in :Ne,vark until 
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about 1730 or 1732, and tl1en re1no'\""ed to Morris County, 
,vhere they had preYion5'-1y purchased lands, a part of ,vhich 
is still in their families. Both these fi1n1ilie~ were pr'Ominent 
in the Hano\"'"er Presbyterian. Church, the oldest in the 
County. As the Revolutionary struggle ca1ne on they united 
with the patriotic party, ,Yith no exception so far as I haYe 
heard. In a book published by the Ne"· Jersey Legislature, 
containing the names of tho$e ,vho, in any capacity, were in 
the army during the Revolution, I find that twenty-seven 
men of our nan1e were either in the Continental army or the .. 
State Troops. Th~re hangs on the wall before 1ne, as I 
write, William Tuttle's certificate of me1nbership · in the 
Society of the Cincinnati, signed by George Washington as 

President, and Ilugh Knox as Secretary. He was the 
youngest son.of Daniel by the first n1arriage, and entering the 
army when he "'."as not more than sixteen served to the clo~e 
of the War. Whe1~ he enlisted he went to the house to get 
his father's con~ent, and that gentleman sho·w·ed the stuff that 
,vas in hi1n by ~tepping to the door· and saying to his eldest 
so~ in a peremptory tone,'· I-Iere, Tim; Bill has listed, and I 
want you to list also to take care of him ! '' 

This man, Daniel Tuttle, and his five gro·wn sons all ,,ere 
in the service of the country. These belonged to Timothy's 
branch, but the sons of Josepl1, the younger brother, ,\"'ere 
not less 1;>ronounced in their politic5. • Of course t~e sarne 
was true of the fe1nale men1 hers of' both fa1nilics. · 

- It ,vonld not . be difficult to occupy· a ,ery considerable 
time in rehearsing incidents in which these people were con­
spicuous d nring that trying period. The names of battle 
fields on ,vhich they fought are familiar ,,ords in history, 
and their blood and sufferings assfated to consecrate Middle 
Brook, ,:r alley Forge, and liorristown, ,,here our arn1ie5 
pas:;ed several dreadful winters. In the army the men ""ere 
soldiers,. and at lio1ne the ,t"on1en laid the choicest of the 
flock and herd and field on tl1e altar of the country. They 
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d,velt in no Y_ery pretentious houses, but such a$ they '"'ere 
they \l"ere at the serYice of the country. In those d"·ellings 
lived . G~d-fcaring n1en and ,\·oa1en "·ho ,,rought out. tor 
their families an honest lh·elihood. The'"' ,vere not ash:.1n1ed ., 

to use the a"Wl, luunn1er, and sa,,· to ean1 bread, education .. 
and respe<~h"tble standing for their children:- nccording to the 
measure of tl1eir abilitv. Kot a ft~,, of then1, bY their de-., , ~ 

vout and honor:ible lives .. haYe left behind then1 a na111e 

"·hose fi·agrance is :ls thn.t of :.i field '"'hich the Lord hath .._ 

ble8$ed. 
I 1nake these ·J"eference~ to the X ew· .Jersey branch as a 

sigp. to you "·bo dwell in the ancient home that Vr·e have 
exe!cised son1e fidelity in pre~erving the honor of our ~on1-

1non na111e. 
As W-3.$ remarked already, ,,e ,,ho are related to a common 

ancestor for the first ti1ne unite in an act of. public_ con11nen1-

oration. Tw·o hundred and thirtv-eight Years ago the man ., "-.. ~ ,. 

in who1n our lineages unite landed at Boston. There stood 
~ . 

"·ith }1iin on the shore his wife and three children. The Pil-
grin1s had lauded only fifteen years earlier. Except at a few 

points the continent w<is a '"'ildernes:;. 1f ost of the bra.Ye 
1nen who 111ade the assault on that vast "\\~iJderness ,\ere still 
1iYing. 1'he horrors of the :first winter at Plymouth were 
still fresh in 1nemory; and n_o doubt '"'ere repeated \o our an­
cestor hr· those w-ho had felt then1. · That he had heard of .. 
them before he left England is certain. but he ,\·as a 1nan of ~- , 

too mucl1 cour<1ge to he kept fro1n his purpose eYen by real 

perils. . 
Our ancestor was not a llHlll of ,,ealth, but he wa..;; not a 

pauper. He had enough to brini his fa1nily to Boston in 
1635, and to Xe,\ Haven in 1639, and to settle the1n co1n­

fortablv in the ne,, home. W c infer that he ,vas a rnan of ., 

energy, thrift and piety. In one. of the most unique and 
·well-assorted Colonies in X ew England he began his "·ork in 
America. Concerning his history and that of tl1e fa1uily to 



which he belon~ed "·e kno,, ,·ery little, and e,·en that 1s 1ui­

sati~tactory b~- reason of its po,·erty of detnifa. ,vhen w·e 
touch the deck of the Planter and single the n1an Williatn. 

~ . 

fro1n the three 1nen "·ho· :had the con1mon na1ne .. -u·e reach 
definite facts, not a great many, hut for the n105t part satis­
factory. He and his W'ife Elizapeth had t"·e]ve childre1i; 
from "·hon1 has sprung a 1nultitnde of de5eendants. 'l'he)­
did not belong to the aristocratic clas~es of the nld count.ry~ 
very few· of '""ho111 had either ta~te or cournae tor :;uch dnn-

. - ... 
gerous w·ork as that of the Pilgri1ns in . ..-\1nerica. They \\·ere 
a part of tl1e great Engli$h 1niddle cla5s, out of "·liich i:; 
evolved the toree that n1a~es Engiand what she is an1ou~ 
the nations. Our at. cestor "·as uot· afr,l.id of "·ork .. and ,·et 

/ . ~ 

he ,,as not a rnere ,,·urkn1an. The fact fhat "·ith .J aspar 

Crane--a faruons n1au of X e,v II a ,·en ,1 ncl X e\\·ark-he 

l1eaded an expedit.ic.>n to effect a settle1nent (,u the Del,n,·arc, 
is evidence· that he ,\·as au enterpri~ing 1nau~ nltlioug-11 that 

e~i,edition failed by reason of the violent interier-enee of the 
Dutch .. Had J aspar Crane and ,,rilliau1 Tuttle been ~uc-­

cessfnl in this atten1pt to c-olonize in the ,·ctlley of tl1e l>eln­

,vare, it is not unlikely that the hi:;tory of \', illia111 "::. <le~ccu­
dants \\"Ould h:n·e been a ,-er,· different oue fro1n \\"'hat it uo\\· ., 

.is. Perhaps in that ca~e Richard Ed ,,·ar<l~ hacl ue,·er 1uet 

Elizabeth Tuttle, and that ... -\.inerican history had nut receh·ed 
that brilliant 1,age ,,hich chronicles the gre:it 111cn "·hf> 
sprung fi·oin that.union. We l1a,·e not ability a~ \\·e haxc 110 

right to say "·liat \\·ould haYe been, hut it i:; not pre~utuption 
to sur1nise that " ... i1lia1n Tuttle ·s ill ~uc:cess on tl1e Dela,\·nr~ 
had not a little to do ,\·ith t11e tact that hi~ children 111:lrrie<l 

in the leading faini1ie:; on the Quiunepa<·. ;:tu,l th:1t •• hi~ 
blood still remains the best bl,,od in Conue<.·ticnt.'.. This 
1nan "·as ordained of Providence to clo hi~ 1nuin ,v-ork iu 
Connecticut, antl that in this divine J>rovidence ,n1.s "·i5e ,,]10 

•"·ill question~ 
3 



If \\·e h1ke a look backw·ard to the point in history ,\9l1ere 
our apc~tor 1ir.,t appear8, ''"'ith our kno,,ledge we cannot 
tail to 1Jote the intlu~nce ,vhich the founders of Co1n1non­
'""ealths exert on their future. Had Cortes led his thie,ing 
and superstitious Spaniards to Plyu1outh, the history of New 

-En!!land an<l the continent ,Yould have .been different, and .... 
had the ra~~s ,\·hich people X ew Eu gland been ,velcome to 
·Mcx_ico and Peru, the resplendent pages of Prescott's 
volumes had been i1npossible. Providence ,vorks no miracles, 
but by general la,\·s it make; nations like the men ,\"'ho found 
the1n. 
-· In defining the social; indu:;trial, ~nd religious virtues of 
our ancestor, a good'.' enterpri~ing: intelligent freeman, the 
high-prie::;t. of a ho1.15ehol<l, designed by him as a Christian 
ho111e for the education of his children, ,\·e do but an act of 
~itnple justice to hitn as one of· the 1nen ,\"'ho shared the re· 
responsibilit_ies, toils and glory of founding, shaping and 
de,·e}Qping this uation. · _ 

. Ho,,· ,,·ell our auee~tor and his descendants ha,e done their 
part_ in the i1nportant ,vork assigned the1n is uot for me to 
say, l,ut yon, and I trust the public at large, ,Yill pardon 
the staten1ent, that :::o far as our investigation~ have been 
carried we rarely find the e,·idence of critne as kno,vn in the - . 
reco~-<l~ _ of the court~. The sa1ne is true of pauperi:;m. The 
jail and the poor-house are very rarely found in the history of 
our family. That there 111ay have been some intemperate 

• 
men a1nong us i:) likely, but so far as ,ve can learn Temper-
ance ha.$ been a ,·irtue generally practised by us. We ha "·e 

1 in 1nore ·re.-;pects than one ad<lcd to our virtue temperance. 
Our kinsfolk for n1ore than t,,io hundred years have filled 

many honoral>le positious in society. There have been 
fariners, blackstniths, shocmaker5, carpenters, merchants, 
printers, preacher~, bankers, la \\·yers, doetora, authors, editors 
teachers, artists, soldiers and other kinds of w·orkers in the 
family. Our 111e11 ~re somctirnes found in places of trust and 
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honor both •in the Church nnd the State. .A.s fvr their polities· 

I can say but little 111ore tl1an to expre~ the conviction that 
they ha,·e been true to their conutry. .A.s to cl1nrch relations 
we find tl1e children ot Willi:un Tuttle in 1n,u1 ,. of the lead­

ing churches, and ~on1e of the1n exerei5ing theit· gifts in tne 
pulpit. 1;.'hey are fc)und in these vari,)U5 Prote~ta.nt Church~. 
but I ha,·e never vet heard of one who has gone to Ro1ne. . . 

It 1naY seem to so1ne a Yain conceit but it i$ a. fact that our .. 
fan1i1Y includes in it~ branches not a· fe,, nan1e:; of tnen who ., 

have done 1nuch to ::-hape the <le:;tinie5 of the country. ...-\s 

an ill.ustration let 1ne refer to the n10:;t brilliant por­

tion · of our fa1nil_y history, ·a portion sufficiently great and 

noble to produce a just pride in the rnany fa1nilies w·hich lik-2' 
ourseh;es clain1 part in it. ,vho for exa1nplc can estimate 
full,·· the influence ·which Jonathan Ed,,arch,, the· 1nost illn$-.. . 

trious of ,Villian1 Tuttle's descen<lant~, has exerted on the 

religious thought and life of 011r nario11 and the Christian 
world 1 Robert Hall and Thomas Chaltners in their glowing. 
euc•)miun1s on this 1nan and his w·riting~ onfy set torth the 

~ .., 

senti1nent of tl1inkers since his daY. His son and uarue~ake ., 

was not rnerely a theologian but a reformer and philanthrv-
pist whose lo~ic and eloquence did 1nnch to reetitY the public 
sentitnent on the true character of ne~ro sl~,er,·. To tbi~ .... ., 

add his influence as an educator of Yonnu rn~n at Union . ... 
College and you ha,·e a great man., the ,,·orthy !;OD of a 
worthv father. .....t\.n1on2: 1nissionaries Da,-id B1·ainerd ranb 

~ ,, 

very high. Hi~ ,,ords an<l life inspired Heny )Iartyn 2s 

they have· 1nany others,.. And ,vho that read:; of hi:-5 relati(}US 
to the beautiful <lanzhter of President Edwards "·ho was be-... 
trothed to hin1 do~ not feel that be eau2ht not a litt]e of hi5 

'-

lofty dcy·otion aud enthu$ia:::1n fro1n her? \Vhen Pre~ident 

Dwight, a descendant of "-rillian1 Tuttle, took the direction 

of Yale Co1lege, the spirit of infidelity w·as outrageous in it5 

boldness and impiety. That chief of our Christian Colleges 



had becon1e like a poi~oncd fountain. That great tnan 

\\·as . ~reat i u shaping the policy of the college~ in 
e1e\·ating it8 standard of culture, in attracting crowds 

,.... . """' 
of young 1nen to its halh, and iu~piring them ,,·ith the 
love of lettl")r~. Who can bc~in to cornpute hi:- "·ork 
in these re='pect!3, and yet great a~ lie w·as in the5e, he wa5 

not so gre Lt a~ in the pow·er ,vit h ·which he droYc infidelity 
fro1n that institution. There are \·enerahle :-:;pot:; iu our land 

to ,~hich \\·e 111rn· re:;ort re,·ei·enth· .. and vet \\·here is there 
• • ~ J • 

one more ,·enerabJe than the d1apel in which Dr. Dw·ight 
uufolded and defended the doc!trines of the Bible and co~n­
meuded then1 to the con,·ictions of thousands of voung n1en? 

~ . 
It ha5 been said that as the re~ul t of a .;ing]e rev-i ,·al of .. 
reli~ion in Yale College under Dwig}1t young 1nen "·ere 
~ntroduced into the Christ.ian 1uinistry "·hose labor:; brought 

fift,· thousa.nd eonn:•rt~ into the church. A certain stafe:-;1uctu ., 

once said, "' I ha"·e expre~sed the opiuion ,\·hich length of 
time l1as continually strengthened, that no n1an except the 

'father of hi:, country ' has conferred gt\.·ater benefit~ ou our_ 
~ ~ 

nation than Pr~ident Dwight." 
The stranger 1nay s1.uile at this liue of thought., a:; thou~h 

l make too nn1ch of the relation of this truly rcruarkal>le 

line to our fa1nily. I do make mnch of-it, and justly. ..A.ud 
yet all I clairn is that these great <les.cendant~ of onr farnily 
ancestor are our kins1nen, and that ElizaLeth Tuttle was 
their ancestre~s. That other choice. 11lood :fl.o\\·ed into this 

cliannel i~ certaiu as one can ca~il~- :-;ce by in~pccting. its 

genealogy. Ti rnothy E«lw·ards w·~ a truly remarkable u1an, 

. and his son .J ouathan ,vas not ouly a great man but one of 
the greate:;t that ever lh·ed on this continent, and the only 
thing here stated i:; that the strong and gifted ,v elsh blood ot 
Elizabeth Tuttle flo\\·ed in their Yein£ aud those of their de­
scendants. •• Grc<1t 1nen have great mothers," and the world 
\\ill be charitalJle euough for our boast that a genuine Tuttle-
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mother coucei,-ed and nursed the Edwards familv.. a ., 

family so illnstrion:3 as to shed glory on all the races which 
are associated w·ith it. 

J nst here co1~1e$ in an in5piring- and noble thought. A 
fan1il,y is not the pn)duct of a $ing1e blood. Tfiere are not a 
fe,v case:; in u·hich fiunilie::. ha ,-e s;:>ught to keep then1seh-es 
aloof frotn others in their n1arriage relations .. but it is not .... . 

nece5sar,· t.o rehear:::-e the disa~trous :.ter1ninations of all such 
~ •. 

experi1nents. ,, e u1ay take $e\-era1 of the ten line:; of descent 
fron1 \Villia1n of Ne\', Ha,en, and ,,·e shall find them r~iect­
ing thi~ method for one w·hich, as our genealogist puts it, has 
led the.iii to "u1arry into the he:;t fa1nilie$ of Connecticut.,, 

· He need not lirnit hi5 as5ertion to a sin~le State. Our people 
have sought their atlinities with other ta1nilies who had the 

> 

same general characteristics as the1nselv-es. The virtues of ... 
rac~ as the Ed·ward5, Bald,,in, Platt~ I-Iotckiss, Pierepont, 
Hooker, Parkhurst, Bruen, Ward ...... .\ndrelr-s, Thomp5-on, and 
score5 like them~ ha\·e shown them~eh-es iu the blood which 
has united ,~ith that ,\"'hich ,-ve dra,v fro1n our com1non 

ance~tors. Each addition is an incre~e of the original force .... 
and a ,,idening uf it5 sphere, so that find it ·where you may 

. yo~ find a b1God of the ~an1e grand kind that beat in him 
,vho ·brought it in hi~ o,\·n brave heart to America. We do 
not institute an inviduous comparison between ours and the 
numerous other families of this 1;ountr~·, but only say ,ve are 

. riot ashan1ed of onr lineage traced back to the enterprising 
man ,~ho in. lf;35 catne hither in the ship Planter, and at the 
sa1ne time so ,,-eH ha -ve his descendants pre:;erved the inheri­
tance receh·ed froru him that "We think he ha5 no reason to 
be asl1an1ed of us, nor ,\·e to be a~ha1ned of ourselves. 

It is ti1ne to close these re1nak5-. Let me cl"ave ;our indul-., 

gence for any failure I may have 1nade in performing the 
duty assigned me. Pardon any seeming vanity or levity. 
If one h:18 " high relations " "·hy not modestly mention the 
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fact as other pe0ple do ? Descendants of Willia1n Tuttle, I 
salute you in the na1ne of our conuuon kinship and 
in the name of the. ancestry ,~hich concentrate~· its 
lines in hin1, I charge you filit11fully to carry out his virtues 

and to transmit them. to the generations follow·ing, so that 
wherever 1nen of our name are found and in whate\-er honest 
calling they 1nay bring no shame to their ancestry by saying 
"\Ve are descendants of Wil1ia1n Tuttle of New Haven.-, 


