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INTRODUCTION. 

In 18i8, the undersigned ,vas applied to by Henry 

To,,·ne, Esq. (..Y·o. 783), a n1ember of the Board of Trade, 
. ' 

of Chicago, to arrange the Genealogical 2.\len1oranda of 

the ''..t-\XCESTRY and DE~CEN"D-:.\XTS '' of the late John 

To\vne,..Esq: (~\:--o_ 776), of Georgia, \ 1t., for publication, in 

pan1phlet forn1, for private distribution; from family re­

cords and memoranda in possession of the family. An 

cxarnination of the published vols. of the N e,v Eng. Hist. 

and Gen. Reg., \r ols. xx and xxi, revealed a ,vealth of 

inf onnation, relative to the early history of the fan1ily, 

both in England and An1erica, that, altho it did not give 

the line of my employer belo\v his great grandfather, yet 

served to a,vaken fresh interest in the subject . 

.. A. copy of this little pan1phlet, of only s'ixteen pages, 

con1ing to the notice of _-\_ N. To\\·ne, Esq. (659), general 

superintendent of the Central Pacific Railroad, at San 

ltrancisco, led to an application from him, through ~Ir. 

Henry T o,vne, for information relative to his line, from the 

con1mon ~.\ncestor. An exan1ination of the published 

n1en1oranda of the late \Vm. B. To,vne soon sho,ved his 

line of descent, from a ·brother of the ancestor of ~Ir. Henry 

T o,vne, in the 2d .i\mcrican generation. Pj,_s in the forn1er 

case, the published n1en1oranda ,vas only brought do,\rn to 
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the fourth generation; it becan1e necessary to visit Xe\\· 

England, to consult the To"·n and Probate R~cords of S. 

'\V., l\Iass., and N. E., Conn. 

The courtesy of John \ Vard Dean, Esq., librarian of the 

N.-E. II. G. Soc., in allo,\·ing con1parison of material already 

collected ,,·ith the unpublished mcn1oranda of the fifth and 

and sixth generations of the fan1ily, greatly facilitated in­

quiries necessary to establish this line as \Yell as that of 

the late Joh_n To,yne, Esq. (.LVo. 732), of Philadelphia. The 

result of these efforts is herew·ith su bn1itted to the present 

generation of the "Descendants of \\7ILLL\)I TO\\"XE and 

J OA?\X .-\ BLESSI~G," ,vith the sincere ,,·ish ~hat, ,,·ith all 

its imperfections, it n1ay stimulate others. to continue in,·es­

tigations. until a collection shall be gathered ,,·orthy of 

the name. 

ED\YIX HL~BB.;\RD. 
. CO::\IPJ LER. 

Chicago, Ill., August, 1880 . 

.Although this pamphlet is intended mainly for pri\·ate distribution, yet a 
few copies may be retained in the hands of the Compiler, in order t11at any 
one who may find the name of a pa.rent or grandparent, in·thc published list, 
and shall desire to have any line brought down to the present time, may have 
the same printed, in the form of PART FocR, or Appendix, and have the 
same bound up with the first three part5. Application for this may be made 
to the Compiler. 

ED \\'"IX I-IlJBBA RD, 
Room, 16. Farwe:I I-fall, 

Chicago, Ill. 



THE 

TOvVNE FA 1\1 IL Y. 

PART ONE. 

HISTORICAL :\IEl\IORAXDA 

OF THE X A~IE IX EXGLAXD, FROlt'. A. D. 1274 TO I 630. 

Copied from the Nt .. i.' E;rgl111d His-ttJri'cal mid Genealogical Regist~r, vol. xx, 
p. 36j, and vol. xxi, p. I 2-15, as published by the late, 

\Vlr. B. ToWXE, Esq., of J1ilford, X.H. 

The nan1e of TO\YXE, or To,;.e11 and Towns, a~ it is some­
tin1es spelt, is not one of frequent occurrence.* It may, 
ho\\·ever, be found here and there, generally· in communi­
ties of Anglo-Saxon derivation, and though surnames be­
gan to be used in England about the time of the K orn1an 
Conquest, and, from century to century, for three or four 
centuries, continued to be adopted till they can1e into gen­
eral use, this name does not seem to be one that met l\·ith 
much fa\·or. 

The earliest existence of it, kno,\·n to the \\·riter, is A.D. 
12; 4. ,yhen \\.illia1n de la To\Yne, of Alvely,. a village in 
Shropshire, about t,\·enty miles South-east of Shrc,vsbury. 
the capital of the county, ,vas, at that time, engaged in the 
prosecution of a suit-at-Ia,v against one of the officers of 

* The remark that "The name is not one of frequent occurrence" is proba­
bly true, as reiards the hame in England; yet, in this country, it is believed 
there are fe\,.,. families derh·ing their name from a single pair, tha.t can show 
a larger number of descendants than '' \Y1LI.IA)r1 and jOAXX.\ ( Bies.sing) 
To·w~E, of SAJ.E:'-f, ~L\SS." Counting only the descendants of the TowxE 
<laughters, of the first and second generations, a list of more than ten thous­
and might easily be made out, without coming down later than the earlier por­
tfon of the nineteenth century.-E. I I. 
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the parish, and the year f ollo\\·ing ,,·as on a jury at Astley, 
• 

in the same county. 
The next ,vc hear of the nan1e, is one hundred and 

thirty or forty years later, in the reign of Henry IV., ,Yhen 
upon the "·indo\vs of the Church in Kennington, Kent Co., 
impaled \\·ith that of Ellis of the san1e place, ,\·ere the arn1s 
of a family by this name, being arga1t, 01z a chC'vron, sablt·, 
three cross-crosslets, er11zi11c. Thomas at T o,\·ne, \\~ho, at 
this tin1e, possessed much land about Charing, and \Yho 
bore the same coat of arms, n1arried Benedicta, only 
daughter of John Brampton, alias Detiing, of Detling 
Court, and thereby inherited a n1anor in Thro,\·ley, "·here 
he remoYed, and erected a seat about one-fourth of mile 
from- the church, and nan1cd it "To,vne Place/' soon after 
,vhich he died, leaving his possessions to three daughters, 
co-heiresses. 

Of these, Eleanor 1narried Richard Lewknor, of Chal­
lock; Bennet, or Benedicta married \\.illiam \Vatton, of 
Addington, and Elizabeth became the ,,·if e of \\T n1. Sondes, 
of the same parish. 
· The estate ,vas divided about .A.D. 1446, ,vhen Thro,\·ley 
was allotted to Eleanor, the \\·if e of Richard Le,vknor. 

Fron:i the manner of the division, it is quite evident that 
he died ,vithout leaving descendants to transmit his nan1e 
to posterity. The next ref ere nee to the na1ne, kno,vn to 
the ,vriter, is in the county of Lincoln, ,vhcre it has existed 
for more than four hundred years. In .A.D. 1459, \Vil­
liam To\,·n, D.D., \\'as collated (i.e., bcca111c clcrgy111a1t of the 
parish), at Sto,v in ·Lindsey, in this county; and in .A .. D. 
1470, he ,vas appointed Almoner to King Henry \:o-I., in 
accordance ,vith the follo,ving commission, the original of 
,vhich is in: Latin. "Concerning the goods of suclt as co1111Jtit 
suicide, aJld the collection of things gf;,•en or foif eited to God." 

The KI!\G to all, to ,vhom; etc. Greeting. 
Although \\·e refer to it ,vith grief, divers persons of our 

r_ealm, unmindful of the salvation of their souls, laying aside 
the fear of God, consenting to diabolical instigation, f re-
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quently destroy themseh·es, as ,vcll• by hanging as by the 
sword, by dro\\·ning or other n1ethods. \ Vh9sc ·goods and 
chattels, by right of Our Cro,\·n, ought to accrue to our 
.1\lmonry (or fund for bcne\·oience), as the goods and chat­
tels are kno,,·n to do of those, "·ho, ,\·ithout intention, by 
accident, 1uav have, unfortunatclv. killed or caused the - -
death of ou~ subjects, as horses, carts, chariots, ships, boats, 
and such like, con11nonly called Deodands.* Ne\·ertheless, 
at' the ,vary· suggestion of some .of our subjects, goods and 
chattels, of this kind, are frauduently ,vithdra,vn from our 
aforesaid Almonry, and, as is said, are not at all applied to 
it. 

\Ve, considering the prc111ises, haYe, of our special grace, 
granfed, so far as in us lies, to our beloved clerk (or clergy­
n1an), \\:"illiam T o,,·ne, our Almoner, in augmentation of our 
Fund for Alms, all the goods and chattels aforesaid, for­
feited (?) by the death of persons, as abo,re, \\·ho destroy 
the1nselves; w·hich goods, chattels, and Deodands no,v be­
long, or ought to belong, to us, in any place \\·ithin our 
reahn of England, from the beginning of our reign to the 

* "DF.oDAXDS." The laws of our English forefathers, respecting this sub­
ject, are exceedingly curious; as als~, such accounts as haYe been preserved of 
the practical application of the said laws. Encyclopedia Britannica, ninth 
edition; vol. vii., pp. 100-1, gives us the following: (Dto Dandum,) in Eng­
lish law, was a personal chattell (any il,nimal or thing), which on account of its 
l1a.Y?ng caused the death of a human being, \Yas forfeited ·to the King, for pious 
uses, (omnia qua· mcr..·~nt ad mvrton sunt d,udtrnda.-Bracton.) The antiquity 
of this law is discussed by Blackstone, who quotes the )Iosaic la,v, ~ If an ox 
gore a man that he die, etc.," see Exodu~, xxi, 2S--31; and the Athenian 
law, ,~ That whatever was the cause of a man ·s death, was to be exterminated 
or cast out of the dominions of the republic." This law of deo<lands wa:; not 
fonnally repealed until the 9 and 10 Viet., c. 62, was passed in 1&J~-

Tbis law seems to haYe been Lased upon the assumption (not always true in 
e\·ery case), that every man\; life ,·ras of value to the community in which he 
resided. 

In its practical operation, no question was ~dmitted as to blame or careless­
ness. Simply, Did it cause death? if so, a fine or deodand was assessed at the 
discretion of the m3.hristrate; and the person claiming ownership of the article 
or animal, refused or neglected to pay, the thing subject to deodand was sold, 
and the proceeds applied to charitable purpo:;;es.-E. H. 
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present tin1e, and for the period in \\·hich he has been our 
Aln1oner. :\Ioreover. appointing hin1 our .i\.lmoner, to 
make inquiry, fron1 ti1ne to tin1e, as often as n1ay be neces­
sary, respecting goods, chattels, and Deodands of sud~ kind 
as aforesaid~ and to seize on, take and carry off the san1e, 
by himself, or his deputy, or sufficient. deputies, ,\·herever 
they n1ay be found ,vithin our kingdon1, as "·ell ,vithin the 
liberties as ,vithout. And to distribute them, thus levied 
and collected, by hin1self, for us, in Ahns, ,vhereYer he may 
think it best. Con1n1anding and prescribing to all and 
singular the \·iscounts, :\Iayors, Bailiffs, Coroners, Escheat­
ors, Constables, and all other our officers and servants, as 
,,·hen "·ithin the liberties as ,\·ithou:t, and to each of the111, 
by the· tenor of these presents, that in the execution of the 
pren1ises, they be supporters, superintenders, co1nf orters, 
aids, and def enders to our aforesaid ...-\ln1oner, and his. said 
deputies, under · the peril \\·hich threatens the1n. Any 
statue, resun1ption, authority of Parliament. or of our coun­
cil, made, or to be made, in this behalf, or any other thing, 
cause or n1atter, "·hate\·er to the contrary, held, done, or 
perpetrated, not\Yithstand ing. 

In Testin1onv ,vhereof, etc . ., 

\Vitness. the King. at 1Jl·t~stJJ!Z
0

Jlstcr, on the tenth day of 
December, A.D. 1470.:: 

In old age he accepted an incomet from the parish, and 
died • .:\..D. 1496. 

In 1470, John Towne, Professor of Divinity, succeeded 
Alexander Pro\Yett as Preccntor (Leader of the cho£r iu a 
G_athcdral) of Lincoln, ,vl}ich place he resigned in I 4i 3 for 
the Prcbend of Dunholme. 

* Rymer~s Fccdera, vol. XI., pp. 668-9. 

t His income was £6. 13s. 4d. per annum, and he· was buried in Kings 
~Hege Chapel, with this epitaph: 

"Hie Jacet :\I~ister 
\YJLL. Tow~F, Doctor in Theologica quandam 
Socius hujus collegii qui obit I I _die 
.Men.sis :Marti anno Incarna.tioni:; 
Dominici ~I. C. C. C. C. X. C. Y. I. 
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John Towne, of Irby, County of Lincoln, 1nadc his ,vill 
Nov. 1_8, 1540. To be buried in the Church of St. Andre,v, 
at Irby. Legac~es to Anne, Thomas, and George To,vne; 
his brother \ Villian1, of Irby, being principal heir and ex­
ecutor. This \\·ill ,vas proved June 1, 1541. John Towne, 
of Ludborough, County of Lincoln, executed his ,Yill under 
date of Jan. 24~ 163j-sons, Leonard, John, and \'Villia1n, 
and brother Richard To\\·ne. Richard Towne, of Brace­
by, in the san"!e county, 111d. i\.nn --- and had children 
as follo\\·s: 

I Richard, \\"ho died in I 617, leaving ,vife ..t-\lice, son 
Leonard, and daughter Helen, not t,venty-one years 
of a<,.e . 

., ~ 

2 Ed\vard, ,vho had children in 1630. 
3 Elizab~th, ,vho n1arried Phillips. 
4 Helen, " " 0 xman. 
5 Pntdence, " " \Valton. 
6 Ann, " " Armestone. 
7 Katherine, baptised October 14, I 599. 
8 lVfary, ,, April 15, 1601. 
9 \Villian1, " • l\i ay 2 I, I 6o3. 

IO l\Iargery. 

The ~arliest ,ve find the na1ne in America is 1635, ,vhcn 
vVILLL\)1 TO\YNE \\~as an inhabitant of Cambridge. 

On the 1_8th of the second n1onth (.A.pril), 163j, he ap­
peared before the General Court, and took the requisite 
oath to become a freeman, or voter. He "·as To\\~n-Clerk 
in 1639; purchased land at Cambridge in 1653, of David 
Stone and Thomas Danforth, and in 1655, of Edmund 
Goffe, \Yas tything-n1an in 1680, and died, April 30, 1685, 
aged eighty years. Amount of his estate, £ I 18.13.6. The 
name of his "·if e \\·as )Iartha, and she died in Jan. 167 4. 
Their children \Vere: 

I Peter, born in England, about the beginning of the 
year 1633. 

2 ~Iary, born at Cambridge, :\:Jass., in 1637. 
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Peter Towne married, first Joanna, second Elizabeth. 
,vho ,vas li\·ing at Braintree, l\Iass., in I j24 He ,vas ... ~d-

t 

ministrator of the estate of his father, and from its •settle-
ment, appears to have been an only son; \\·as a constable 
at Cambridge in 1668, 'j6, 'go, 'gr, and '94; ·selectman in 
16g5, and died Nov. 2, I j05, aged 72 yrs. 10 mos. His 
name may be found upon a ton1bstone at Cambridge~ ,vith 
the inscription partially obliterated. The follo\,·ing is a 
copy of his "·ill, and the final settlement of his estate indi­
cates that he left no one to transmit his nan1e to posterity, 
and that, ,vith the death of his "·ido\\\ the nan1e becan1e 
extinct, so far as relates to this family at Cambridge: 

In -ye name of God. An1en. I Peter To"·ne of Carn­
bridge in New· England, being \V'eak in Body, but of souno 
mind, do make this n1y last \Yill and Testan1~ Impr. I 
com'nd n1y Soul to ye 111ercy of God in Jesus Christ, and 
my body to ye Grave decently to be buryed \\·ithout pro­
fuseness according to ye discretion of those \Yhom I shall 
constitute ye Overseers of this my last "~ill and Testaxnt; 
and as to my Temporall Estate n1y "·ill is that it be thus 
disposea of: First of all. I ,Yill and bequeath to my Dear 
\Vife the ,\·hole of my Real Estate, to be quietly enjoyed 
and possessed by her so Long as· she shall continue my 
\Vido,v. It. I \\·ill and bequeath to my dear \Vife the sun1 
of one hundred pounds money, to be disposed of by her as 
she shall sec meet. Iten1. I ,,·ill and bequeath to my 
Dear \Vife 1ny silver Cups, my beds and bedding, all n1y 
Pe,vter and brass, and all mv other household stuff to her 
and her heirs forever. I ten'1. I "·ill and bequeath to n1y 
Dear \Vif e ye three Gold Rings as also ye three pounds 
odd n1oney n1ainly French n1oney, \\·th is in a small purse, 
to her and her heirs fore,·er. Item. I \\·ill and bequeath 
to n1y Brother Samuel Pain of Brantrey, ye sum of three 
pounds money to be paid ,,·th in six n1onths after n1y de­
cease. Iten1. 11:y \Vill is "~ith respect to my Negro Ser­
vants, That l\Iingo shall have his freedom ,vhen he gains 
his health as soon as he pleases, and yt in the mean time 
he be carefully looktd · after and maintained out of my 
estate; That Charles shall faithfully Serve my \Vife, ye full 
tern1 of four years after n1y decease, and that then he have 
his freedom. Only in case· n1y \V'if e n1arryes before ye 



TIIE TO\YKE FAMILY. II 

term of four years be expired, then Charles upon her mar­
riage have his freedom; That Fidella lh·e ,\·ith 1ny \Vife 
and serve her faithfully ye space of seven years after my 
decease, and in case n1y "·ife continue n1y \\:--idow· three 
years n1ore than these se\·en years and need Fidella's help. 
then Fidella shall li\·e three years longer ,vith my ,\·ife and 
then have her freedom; And if my "·ifc dies before Fidella 
con1es to ye age of t\\·enty years, then 1ny "·ill is that 
Fic.lc::lla shall be put into some sober Religious family at ye 
discretion and according to the direction of my Overseers, 
to live there as a sen·ant till she come to be tw·enty years 
old, and Fidella to haYe ye benefit and advantage of ·what 
should be allo\,·ed her for her service in ye said time, then 
to have her freedon1. Item. l\Iy "·ill is, that as my ser­
vants come to have their f reedon1 Thev shall each have ten -pound~ money paid then1 by my Executrix; and if either 
dyes before ye ti111e of their f reedon1, their Legacye to go 
to re surviving, and be equally divided among ym. I tern. 
i\Iy ,viii is, that "-hen my ,vife dyes or ceases to be my 
\\·ido\\·, Then the "·hole of my Real Estate shall be divided 
an1ong my. five first cousins living at Bridge,\·ater, viz.: my 
cousin John Ho\vard. n1y cousin Nathaniel Ho,\·ard, my 
cousin Joseph Ho\\·ard, n1y cousin Elisha Ho,\·ard. and my 
cousin !\Iary 1Iitchell, to be unto them and their heirs for­
ever. Provided, ho,\-ever, and it is n1y \\Till, that in case 
my cousin Joseph Ho\\·ard \Vill give to Stephen his Negro 
servant his freedorn ,\·hen he comes to be six and t\\·entv ., 

years old, then he shall have hventy pounds n1ore of this 
my Real Estate, "·hen it comes to be divided, than II!Y 
other cousins, and that othenvise he shall have no interest 
therein. Item." ~Iy \Vill is that my once negro servant 
Jane, \\·ho lives at Boston, shall have ye sum of five pounds 
paid her ,,·ithin six months after my decease; Also I \\·ill 
and bequeath to my \\·ife~s mother (Hannah \Vilbur) the 
su1n of three pounds money, to be paid in three months 
after my decease. ,L.\.nd if so much of my estate shall after 
all this remain undisposed of by me my n·ill is, that thirty 
pounds shall be paid to ye easing of ye poorer sort of 
people in Cambridge, yt shall be rated to ye building a 
ne,v n1ecting house at ye discretion and ordering of my 
Overseers, Deacon Hastings and Sam'l Cooper being joined 
\\rith them; Provided and it still being my ,vill, yt the 
T o\\·n ,vi thin ye space of three months after n1y decease do 
meet and by a Publick Vote agree upon ys ne,v building to 
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be begun, and set about forth\,·ith, as also yt they do not 
put n1y Dear \Vife or any part .of her estate into the rate 
for the said building ,vhen they come to n1ake the rate; 
Othenvise ,,~hat I have "·illed \\·ith respect to the N e,v 
1"1 eeting house shall be altogether void and insignificant. 
And as to "·hat shall yet ren1ain undisposed of by n1e, I 
\\~ill and bequeath ye improvement and us~ of it to my­
Dear \\"if e so long as she shall continue my \\i"ido,v, to be 
iinproved by her for her con1fort and support. It. being· 
provided yt she does not run any hazard of losing ye 
money by letting it to one person or another, and at her 
death or marriage "·hat ren1ains shall be equally disposed 
of and divided among my five cousins aforen1entioned. 
Ite. 1Iy \Vill is that my loving and trusty friends Nath1 

liancock, sen., Solomon Prentiss, sen., and Nicholas Fes­
senden, sen., be ye Overseers of :vs my Last \Vill and Tes­
tan1ent, and that they be each allo,ved ye sum of T,Yenty 
shillings 1noney. Finally I do constitute and appoint n1y 
Dear_ \\l"ife ye sole executrix of this my \Vill. 

In ,vitness to all ,vh. I hereby set my hand and seal this 
_ T\ventyeighth day of ?\lay, in ye year of Our Lord One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and five. A men1orandum be­
f<jre signing That it is my desire yt my Dear \ Vife do let 
l\'lr. Nicholas Fessenden, School master have five pounds 
as a token of my respect to him, unless my ,vife shall ,vant 
·it for her O\vn comfort-she to be judge. 

PETER TO\YX, [L.S.] 

· Signed Sealed and published in presense of \Villian1 
Brattle, Nathaniel Hancock, Sen., 0\ven Warland. 

\Ve no,v come to \Villiam T o,vne, the Anglo-~\merican 
progenitor of descendants ,vho have settled in a majority 
of the States of the .i\merican Union. Of his birthplace or 
parentage ,ve kno,v nothing positively, though he may 
have come from the County of Lincoln, in England, and 
may have been the son of Richard and Ann To,vne, of 
Braceby. 

\VILL OF ANN TO\VNE. 
[Communicatt:d by ,VILLIAM B. Towxn, ESQ., Brookline, ·Mass.] 

(Verbatim copy of the Will of .i\nn, ,vido,v of Richard 
To\vne of Braceby, Lincoln County, England, dated De­
cember IO, 1629, and proved lviay 10, 1630.] 
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In the name of God .i\men. I Ann Towne of Bracebie 
in ye Countie of Lincoln \\·iddo\\·e sicke in bodye but \\·hole 
& pfect of mind & 1nen1orye thanks bee unto god doe 111ake 
this n1y last ,,·ill & · Testan1t in manner and forme follo\\·­
ynge. ffirst I com;-itt n1y selfe to the mercy of • .:\.lln1ightie 
god my Creator redemer & soule savioure in & by ,vhome 
I hoope for resurrection to eternall life & my bodye to be 
buried in ye n1eane time in ye Chapell of Bracebie afore­
said. Item. I give to ye poore of Bracebie fyve shillings.· 
Item I gi\·e to my sonne Ed,var<l To,vne one silver saltc 
pcell gilte, one peece of gold of x js one pe of lyninge 
sheets. Item I give to n1y daughter Elisabeth Phillip xxs 
& one 'linninge bordcloth. Item I give to my daughter 
Hellen O.xn1an one linninge bordcloth & xxs to buye her 
a feather bedd ticke & one kertle. Item I give to n1y 
daughter Prudence \\:-alton xxs and one linninge bord­
cloth.~ Item I give to my daughter Ann Armestone xxs 
the best Coveringe but one, one sheete ,,,th a black sean1e­
inge, one longe bordcloth, t\\"O pillo\Ye beares of ye san1e 
one pe of harden sheets, one pe of curtens. Item I give 
my daughter Katherine T o,vne one beadstead ,vth feather 
bed & n1atris one turlinge boulster, one tycke boulster, 
tn·o f us tine pillo,\·es, one pe of blancketts ,vth broad yel­
lo,ve lists, t\,·oe Coverings, one blacke and yello,\·e, ye 
othr the best, one pe curtens of my o,vn makinge, ·one 
lynen bordcloth, one flax harden bordcloth, one brended 
Co"·e. three pe hempen sheets, three pe Lynen sheets, 
one sheet \\·th a seaminge of o,vne makinge, t,\·oe pillowe 
beares of ye same, halfe a dozen of hemp midlaie nap­
kins, one little putor dishe, one brasse pann, one charger, 
half e a dozen of pe,vter spoon es, one lynen to,vell & xxs 
in monye. Item I give to n1y daughter ::\Iary T o,vne one 
matteress, one ticke boulster, one bedstead, t,\·oe tart­
linge pillo,ves, t,voe coverings one blacke and t\·hite. the 
othr \\·hite, one ·pe of tartling blancketts, tw'O pe of hen1pen 
sheets, one pe of Lyncn sheets, one pe of harden sheets, 
one lynen to\,·ell, halfe a dozen napkins, one pyde Co\,·e. 
one Charger one little pe,\·ter dishe, one sauser, one brasse 
pott and xxs in money. Item I give to my daughter 1Iar­
gery Tow·ne one silke apron. Item I give to my grand­
child Ellen To\vne one E\ve. Item I give to every god­
child xijd_ Item I give to evcrye grandchild ij5 vjd_ Ite. 
I give to my grandchild Katheren Phillip one pe hen1pen 
sheets. Ite. I give to rny sonne Ed,vards children T,\·oe 
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sheepe. Ite. I gi\·e to my daughter Elizabeth her children 
T\\·oe--sheepe. Ite. I give to my daughter Ellen her chil­
dren T,voe sheepe. Ite. I give to my daughter Prudence 
her children T\\·oe sheepe. Ite. I give to my sister Ellen 
Parker one silke doublet. I te. I give to my grandchild 
Leonard T O\\·ne one chestc standing at ye bedds f ecte in 
the chamber. I te. I give to Richard Chopn1an if· vjd_ i\.li 
the rest of n1y goods & Chattlcs n1y debts & legacies be­
inge payde n1y funerall & testamt expenses discharged I · 
gh·e them to 1ny sonne \\7illiam To\\·ne, n1y sonne ,\·hon1 I 
n1ake & ordayne full executor of this- 1ny last \\·ill" & tes­
tan1t. In "·itness "·hereof I have hereunto sett n1y hand 
the xth daye of Decen1ber, 1629. 
. Redd published & delivered as my ,vill in the presence 
of Katherine T o\\·ne l\Iarye T o\\·ne. . 

-
William Towne, of Salem, l\Iass., 1640; supposed son of 

RICHARD TO\\"XE, of Braceby, Eng. 

Frt.'111 .::.l:E. Gen . .Reg. Fol XXI, p. I2,I5-

The earliest positive information ,ve have relative. to him 
is at \T armouth, .X orfolk Co., a city of considerable mara­
tin1e importance, situated on the East coast of England, 
one hundred and eight miles in a direct line, and I 20 miles 
by railroad north-east of London. The origin and early 
history of t~is piace, like n1any others in ~he British King­
dom, is quite obscure. The Romans, in the first century 
of. the Christian Era, had a frontier n1ilitary post* near 

·+ The fonificat~on is about three miles ·west of the city, and was erected by 
P,,blius Ostori11.; about the middle of the first century. This noble monument 
of Roman Art, the most considerable, and perhaps the mo.st perfect to be 
found in Britain, is built upon the brow of the hills which skirt the eastern 
bank of the river \\-ayeney, :i.t its confluence with the \: are. Quadrilateral 
in its form, it makes an almost regular parallelogram, its length being 640 feet 
and its breadth 3jo feet, the space within the ,valls of the camp comprising 
nearly six acres. The walls are about 10 feet in height, about 9 feet in thick­
ness, and are constructed of rubble masonry, faced with flint, interlaced in 
regular courses o.f 2.bout 21 inches by three layers of tiles or bricks :ibout 2 

inches apart. The bricks are red, of a fine close texture, and as they lay in 
the wall, a surface is exposed 1 ~ by 9 inches, and so solid and enduring is the 
masonry that the writer found it difficult to procure on the premises a piece of 
the flint and brick an inch square, as a ~mple of the material of which the 
wall was built, and a memento of a visit to this interesting locality. 
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here, and later it ,\·as called Cetdick's sand, or Cerdick's 
shore, deriving its nan1e from Ccrdick; a ,varlike Saxon, 
"·ho, A.D. 496, \\·ith his son Cenrick, and a fleet of five 
ships, invaded the country at this point, entered the mouth 
of the River\" are, fought a battle, put the Britons to flight, 
and founded a colony. It being a Io,v marshy neighbor­
hood, tpe location proved unhealthy, the settlen1ent \\·as 
finally abandoned, and the colony took up their residence 
"·ith the \Vest Saxons.* Henry l\Ianship, Sen., a n1er­
chant in I 560, the _reputed author of a very. reliable and 
carefully prepared n1anuscriptt history of the place, \Vho 
tells us he ,vas here "bredd and borne," thus speaks of its 
origin: "First of the Antiquity of the To,vne and Bur­
roughe~ of Great Yern1outhe. 'fhe very seate of that 
T o\\·ne, that is to saye, the place and ground ,vhere uppon 
the T o,':ne is buylded and no\\· clothe stand, ,vas percell of 
a greate sande lyinge ,vithin the mayne sea, at the mouthe . 
of the fludd or ryver called Heirus, being contynuallye 
under ,vater and overflo,vn ,,·fthe the sea, of ,vhich river 
the name of the same T o,vne ,vas derived ,vhen it ,vas 
firste named, vidz. Heirmouth, or othenvise ,vithout aspir?,­
tion it ,vas called Vermouth. And the tyme that yt ,vas a 
sand in the sea 1\·as \\rhen Kynge Canutus reigned in Eng­
land and long before, ,vhich ,vas aboute the yere of our 
SaYior Jesus Christ, his Incarnacion, One Thousand, as by 
auncient recordes thereof yt doeth appeare." He also says 
that "In the tyme of the Reigne of Kinge Ed\\·arde the 
Confessour the saide sand beganne to gro,ve into sighte at 
the Jo,se \\·ater, and to become more sho,vlder at the 
mouthe of the said Floode called Heirus, and then there 
,\·ere channells for Shippes and Fyshermen to pass and 
enter into the arme of the Sea for utterance of there Fishe 

* Blomefield and Parkin's History of Norfolk, and Swinden's History of 
Yarmouth. 

t Very ably edited by Charles John Palmer, Esq., F.S.A., and published 
in two volumes, with plates; the first ,·olume in 1854, and the second in !856, 
but now entirely out of print. The original manuscript is in his possession. 
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and l\'lerchandizes, ,vhich "rere con,·eyed to diverse partes 
and places as ,,·ell in the Countye of Norfolk as in the 
Countye of Suffolkc by reason that all the ,,·hole levell of 
the n1arshes and fennes ,vhich no,v are betwixt the To,vne 
of y· ennouth and the citie of N on\·iche. \\·ere then all an 
arn1e of the Sea. entering "·ithin the Lande by the n1outh 
of the Hierus. ....\.nd this ,vas about the veare of our Savior -~I. and XL. and long before." He further says, 1

' In the 
tymes of the Reygnes of Kinge Harrolde and Kinge ,\1il­
lia1n the Conquerror, the sayde sande did grow·e to be drye, 
and ,vas not o,·erflowen by the Sea, but \\·axed in heighte, 
and also in greatness, in so muche as greate store of peo­
ple ~of the counties of Norff. and Suffolke did resorte 
thithei·, and did pitche Tabernacles and -Boothes for the 
entertaynenge of such Seafaringe men and Fishermen and 
:\Ierchants as \\·ould resorte unto that place, either to sell 
their Herring es, fish, or other comodities, and for. provid­
inge suche things as those ~eamen did neede and ,vante. · 

The ,vhich things caused greate store of Seafaringe men 
to resorte thither; but especiallie the fishern1en of this 
Land; as also greate nombers of the Fishermen of Fraunce 
}◄'launders, and of Holland, Zealande, and all the lo,Ye 
Countryes. And in the tyme of the Reigne. of Kynge 
William Ruf ust Kinge of this Real me, one H erbertus, 
Bishopp of the see of N or,vich, perceyvenge greate resorte 
and concourse of people to be daylie and yearlie uppon the 
said' Sande, and intendinge to provide for their so,vles 
healthe, did founde and buylde uppon the said Sande a 
certen Chappell for the devotion of the people resorting 
thither, and therein did place a Chappelayne of his o,vne 
to saye and read divine service." 

In this church, founded in A.D. 1123, dedicated to St. 
~icholas in 1251,* and still retaining the name, ,vere mar­
ried. !\larch 25, 1620, \VILLIA~! To,v~E and )OAXNA 

BLESSIXG, and here their first six children ,vere baptised. 

* The extreme length of this structure is 230 feet, its greatest width 154 
feet. The lot upon wh1ch the church stands contains upwards of eight acres, 



THE TO,VN'E F.A:\IILY. 

and the writer noticed the following X ew England names upon the Tomr,­
stones, viz.: Bailey, Briggs, Bowles, Cobb, Clark, Collins, Carr, Dawson, 
Ellis, Edwards, Fiske, Fowler, Forster, Fuller, Francis, Giles, Gray, God 4 

dard, Hart, Herbert, Johnson, Kemp, Lowe, Lawrence, Lee, l\farston, ~I:ir­
shal!, )!oore, :\I :ison, Xichols, Pearson, Plummer, Pearce, Reed, Read, 
Shepard, Symonds, Simpson, Seamans, Shreve, Thornton, ThcJmpson, \Vright, 
,v alc:s, and \\"ilson, also, the name ·of ~Iathew Champion, who died Oct. S, 
I 793, aged 11 I years; a_nd the following suggestive~nscription upon the tomb­
stone of a m:uiner: 

" This life's a voyage, the world 's a sea., 
\Vhere men are strangely toss'd about, 
Heaven's our port, steer thou that way, 
There thou shalt anchor safe, no doubt. " 
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PART TWO. 

GENEALOGICAL l\IEl\IORAND.A. 
C0:.1:PRISIXG THE FIRST FIYE GENERATIO~S OF THE DECEXDA).TS OF. 

\VILLIAl\l AND JOANNA (BLESSIXG) TO\VXE, 

OF YARllOUTH, COUNTY OF NORFOLK, ENGLA-:,.:o, AND SALE:\I, ~f ASS. 

Compiled, largely, from manuscripts of the late \V~r. B.· Towxi-:,.Esq. of 
l\1ilford, N. H . 

• 
See, also, N. E. Hist. and Gen. Reg., vols. xx and xxi. 

'' In this church, founded in A.D. I I 23, dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, in _125 !, and still retaining the name, \Vere mar­
ried, 1larch 25, 1620, \Villiam To,vne and Joanna Bless­
ing, and here their six first children ,vere baptized." 

1'he next ,ve hear of this family is at Salem, Essex Co., 
l\Iass., ,v.here, in the book of early grants, appear~ the fol­
Iow·ing: "I I, 8 mo., 1640, granted to \Vn1. To\vne, a little 
neck of land right over against his house on the other side 
of the river." He is also referred to in the Court Records 
of the same year, thus: "I 7th st., last of 4th mo., and 1st, 
5th- mo., 1640. \'.Vm. To,vne, pl. agt. Jn° Cook def. in act 
of debt, Jury find for pl. some to be deputed to n1easure 
John Cook's land, and ,vhat is re1naining, to make up 
Goodn1an To\vn's land and jf it be ffyve acres to pay 
T o,vnc ffyve marks, and "·hat is \\ .. anting of ffyvc acres to 
abate I 3s. 4d. p. acre: And costs 4s.: o." 

\Vm. To,vne's residence \\·as in that part of Salen1 kno,vn 
as the "Northfields," and he remained at this place till 
165 I, the year follo\.ving the incorporation of the to,vn of 
Topsfield, vthen he purchased a tract of land in the latter 
place of \\Tn1. Paine, of Ips\vich, "containing forty acres of 
ground or thereabouts, "~hereof six acres is by the seller, 
,vhich \Vm. Ho\vard, of Topsfield, built, and about thirty-
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t,vo acres joyning up to the sayd si,?( acres east\vard of it, 
part- of ,vhich is plow· ground, another part is meaddo\\·, 
another part is upland unploughed, all lying together~ hav­
ing the n1eado,v and the plo,\· ground of the said \\-n1. 
Ho,vard to\\·ards the east and the ground of \Valter Roper 
to,vards the north, and a sertaine River to\\·ards the south 
or south-\\·est. Also, a little piece of n1eddo\\· of about hYo 

acres lying on the south side of the river, directly against 
the plains of the said \Y n1. Ho,vard, having ye grounds of 
the said \Yn1. Ho"·ard to\\·ards ye East and the said River 
to,,rards ye North and upland to\\·ards the South." 

In 1652, he sold his property in Salen1 to Harry Bullock, 
in 1656, purchased additional land in Topsfield, and it~ 
1663, "in consideration of natural affection and the con­
templated marriage of their sonn, Joseph T o,vne, ,vi~h 
Phebe Perkins, the dau. of Thomas Perkins," he and his 
,yife conyeyed to their said son, Joseph, t,vo-thirds "of the 
home ,\·herein they then did d\\·eil, ,vith Barne, out-houses, 
yard, gardens, orchards, lying situate and being in T?ps­
field, together ,vith a parcel of broken upland by the med­
do,v side, only a cart,Yay resen·ed bet\\·een the said land 
and the 1neadow· to,,·ards the South, and the land of Jacob 
T o\\·ne to,\·ards the East, and the land of Jacob T o,vne and 
Edmund T o,,·ne to,vards the X orth, and the lands of Isaac 
Estie to\,·ards the \\~ est-also, another parcell of land broke 
up a~d unbroke~, containing, by estimation, thirty acres, 
bounded by the way to,,·ards the South-East and Xorth­
East, and a "·ay also to\\·ards the South-\V'est; the land of 
Zacheus Gould and Edmund To,vne to\\·ards the North­
\Vest, and the land of Edn1und T o\\·ne and Isaac Estie to­
,vards t~e Xorth. Also, a parcell of m~ddo,v lying on the 
North side of the rh·er, having the river for the bounds 
to·wards the South, a high,vay to"·ards the \\rest, and a ,,·ay 
to\\'ards the Xorth, and mcddo,v of Jacob To,vne to\vards 
the East, containing, by estimation, fourteen acres." All 
t_hese co'n\·eyances being made \vith the desire that their 
said son, joseph, should have the first refusal of the re-
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maining third ,vhen the same should be for sale. \Villiam 
To'\\,ie, the emigrant, died at Topsfield, l\·Iass., about 1672 

. ' 
and fron1 the final settlement of the estate of his ,vido,v, 
she seen1s to have survived him about ten vears." . ~ 

"Taken away from the Evil to come/' 

might have been the epitaph on their tombstone; in view· 
of the terrible fate of their daughters, son1e ten years later. 

FIRST GEJ\lERA TIO.1.\T. 

I. The childreri of\Villiam I and Joanna (Blcsst"ng) T o\\·ne, 
of Yarmouth, Eng., and Salen1, l\Iass., "'"ere: 
* 2. i. Rebecca,:: bapt. :Feb. 2 I, 1621, mdlFrancis Nourse, 

of Salem. She ,v-as hung as a "·itch. at Salem, 
July 19, 1692; her husband survived her, dy­
ing at Salem, Nov. 22, 1795, a! 77. Their 
descendants have be~n nu111erous and highly 
respectable. 

3. ii. John, 2 bapt. Feb. 16, 1624; died before his father. 
4. ~11. Susanna,2 bapt. Oct. 20, 1625; died before her 

father. . 
+ 5. iv. Edmund,2 bapt. June 28, I 628; md :\Iary Bro,vn-

ing.t 

* "These sisters suffered terribly during the witchcraft delusion at Salem, in 
1692-Rebecca ~nd :Mary being executed, and Sarah Larely escaping v.-ith her 

life." 

t "At a county court held at Salem, in 166o, in the case of Henry Eartholo­
rne,'\"' pl. ,.!s. Jacob To,vne def.; \Villiamx, Edmund2, and Joseph2 Towne 
were witnesses, and in their evidence, ,Yilliam1 stated that he was threescore 
years 0ld, Edmund2 that he ,,-as thirty-one years of age, and Joseph that he 
,vas about one and twenty; and in the case of Xorman ,:s. Orne, at Ipswich, 
in 16S5, Jacob Towne, Sen., aged about fifty-four years, testifieth and saith 
that he lived in Salem, in the X orthfields, that he was there an inhabitant 
near tweh-e years, and that be had been absent from there this four and thirty 

vears." ., 
Additional tzQfe, by the Compiler. -

The \Villiam1 Towne, whose testimony was given in the above case, was 
probably the executor nam~ in the will of his mother, Ann Towne, of Brace• 
by, as given on page 13, of Part One. 

This strengthens the probability that our \Villiamt was of tha.t fa.mily.-E. H. 
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+ 6. v. Jacob/ bapt. :\larch 11, 1632; ind Catharine Sy-
111onds. 

* . 7. vi. ~Iary/ bapt . .:\ug. 24, 1634; n1d Isaac Esty; she 
\Vas also hung as a \Yitch, 2 n1onths and 3 days 
after her sister, Rebecca. 

:: 8. vii. . Sarah/ bapt. St.:pt. 3, I 648; 111d I st, Jan. I I, I 660, 
Edmund Bridges, and 2d, Peter Cloyes; she 
narro\\·ly escaped the fate of her sisters, Re­
becca and :\Iary; . she has descendants by her 
first husband, no\v lh·ing in Cook Co., Ill. 

+ 9 v111. J oseph,2 bapt. Sept. 3, 1648; n1d Phebe Perkins. 

Rebecca::? n1arried Francis Nourse, of Salcn1 Village (now· 
Danvers), and l\Iary n1arricd Isaac Estey, of Topsfield. 
They ,verc both estimable ,von1en, and \Yere executed for 
witchcraft, at Sale1n, in the delusion of 1692, the first July 
19, and the second Septen1ber 22. The fonner ,vas taken 
to church in chains the Sabbath previous to her execution, 
and there publicly excon1municated by her minister. "But 
(says a w-riter of that day,) her life and conversation had 
b~en such that the remembrance thereof in a short tin1c 
\\·iped off ail the reproach occasioned by the ci,·il and eccle­
siastical sentence against her," and in I 7 I 2, the church, to 
which she belonged, reversed its decision by blotting out 
the record of her excomn1unication. 

Sec, also, foot notes, copied f ron1 ·N. E. Gen. Reg., Vol. 
XXI, page 16. 

SEC01.\TD GE1.\"'ERA 1101.V. 

(5.) Edmund2 Towne, second son of \Villiam1 and 
Joanna To\\·ne, ,vas baptized at Yarn1outh, Norfolk Co., 
Eng., June 28, 1628; md :\Iary, dau. of Thomas Bro,vning1 

\\·ho ,\·as bapt. Jan. 7, 1638. He \\·as a member of a com­
mittee from the to,vn of Topsfield, ,vho in I 67 5 (King 
Philip's \\" ar). presented a petition to the General Court 

* S<:e note on p~e 20. 

2 
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for leaYe to form n1ilitary con1panies to protect the inhabit­
ants from the Indians ,,·hile at \\"Ork. He died bet,,-een 
the date of this petition and )lay 3, I 678; the date of the 
inventon· of his estate. The ,,·ill of his \\·ido,Y is dated ., 

Feb. I, 1710, and in it she is said to be ,·ery aged. It \\·as 
proved Dec. 16, 171;. Joseph3 "·as nan1ed as adn1inistra­
tor, but he died before his mother, and Tho1nasJ and \ Yil­
lia1113 ,,·ere appointed. 

·The children of ED~ICXD2 and l\L-\RY (Bro'i.i.'ning) To,vne, 
of Topsfield, }lass., ,·,·ere: 

10. i. :rviary,3 
+II. ii. - Thomas.3 b. 1-655; md Sarah French. 

__ 12. iii. Sarah,3 b. _-\pril 26, 1657; md -- Pritchard. 
+ 13. iv. \'Villian1,3 b. :\larch 13. 1659; md 1st, Eliza. ,vho 

had se,·eral children, all of "·hon1 died in in­
fancy; and 2d, \Yid. ::\Iargaret \Villard. 

+ 14. v. Joseph,3 b. Sept. 2, 1661; n1d ... -\my Sn1ith. 
15. vi. Abagail,3 b. Aug. 6~ 1664, n1d 1st, Jacob Pea­

body, Jan. 12. 1686, and 2d, Jan._ 14. 1696, 

16. 
. . 

Vll. 

. 17. ,-111. 

I 8. 
. 
IX. 

Thomas Perlev. · ., 

Benjamin.3 b. :\Iay 26. 1666. 
Rebecca.3 b. Feb. 2, 1668; md -- Knight . 
Elizabeth,3 b. Xov. 2, 166g; m0 Thos. \Yilkins, 

of Sale1n, Dec. 19. 1694. 
19. x. Samuel,1 b. Feb. I I, 1673; ind Elizabeth Knight, 

Oct. 20. 1696, and· d. ·in 1714, aged 41 years. 

(6.) Jacob2 Towne, son of \\'"illian11 and Joanna Towne. 
,vas baptized at \."arn1outh, Xorfolk Co., Eng., l\Iarch 11, 

1632, resided at Salen1. Essex Co .. :\lass., in the "X orth­
fields," \Yith his father, about t,velve years; md, _Tune 26, 
165j, Catharine, dau. of John Syn1onds, of Salen1; made 
his ,\·ill at Topsfield, Xov. 24, 1704, and died the third day 
following. aged about 7 3 years. His ,,·ill \\·as proved Jan. 
1, 1705, son John3, executor. Their children ,,rere: 
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John,3 b .... t.\pril 2, 1658; md l\1ary Sn1ith. 
Jacob,3 b. Feb. 13, 166o; md Phebe Smith. 
Catharine,3 b. Feb. 25, 1662; md Elisha Perkins, 

Feb. 23, 1680 . 
Deliverance,3 b .... .\ug. 5, 1664; l both 1ud John 
Ruth,3 b. ~-\.ug. 5, 1664; J Stiles. 
Edmund,3 b. July 21, 1666 . 

(9.) Joseph~ Towne, youngest son of \Villian11 and 
Joanna To\,·ne, ,,·as born about 1639, and md Phebe, dau. 
of Dea. 1''homas Perkins, of Topsfield. He removed, ,vith 
his father, fron1 Salem to Topsfield; ,vhere he ,vas n1ade 
freen1an, l\Iarch 22, 1690; ,vas a n1ember of the church at 
the -latter place, and d. I 7 r 3, ce. 7 4. Their children, b. at 
Topsfield, ,vere: 

26. i. Phebe,3 b. l\Iay 4, 1666. 
27. ii. Joanna,3 b. Jan. 22, 1668; md Thon1as Nichols, 

28. iii. 
. 

29. IV. 

+ 30. \". 

3 I. VJ. 

+ 32. ,,.ii. 

33. viii. 

Dec. I 5, 16g4. 
l\Iary,3 b. l\Iarch 27, 1670. 
Susannah,3 b. D.cc. 24, 1671. 
J oseph,3 b. i\'larch 22, 1673; md i\Iargaret Cc:tse, 

of Salen1. 
Sarah,3 b. Dec. 30, 1675. 
J ohn,3 b. Feb. 20, 1678; md 

and 2d, Abagail Stanley. 
l\Iartha,3 b. l\lay 19, 1680. 

1st, Elizabeth Ree, 

THIRD GEl\TERATIOiV. 

( 1 1.) Thomas3 Towne ( Ed11zund/ Willz."ani,X ). ,vas born 
at Topsfield, in 1655, and md Sarah French, i\Iarch 17, 
1685. He \\·as in Capt. Lothrop's con1pany, at Hatfield, 
Aug. 12, 1675, and n1ay have been one of the very fe,v of 
that company·, numbering eighty-eight men, ,vho escaped 
from the fatal encounter ,vith the Indians, on the memora­
ble eighteenth of September fallowing at Bloody Brook.* 

. . 
«· .h"ote b;• the Compilc:r :-It i,; belie\·ed that very few of the present genera.-
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He "·as, at this time, about t,vcnty years of age, and the 
historiail of the period; see" Hubbard's Indian \\Ta.rs," says 
"The company \\·as n1ade up of young men, the flo,\·er of 
Essex County, \\·ho ,,·ere not afraid to speak to the enemy 
,vithin the gate." He died in the early part of 1 i20, aged 
65 years. His sons, Edn1und4 and Thon1as,4 ,,·ere his exe­
cutors. Their children, b. in Topsfield, ,vere: 

. 
34. l. 

35. ll. 

36. 
37. 
38. V. 

111. 
. 
lV. 

+39-
. 

VI. 

40. Vll. 

Edmund,4 b. Jan. 28, 1686; d. un1nd in Ij41, ce . 
5 5 y., leaving his property to his 4 sisters. 

Experience,+ bapt. June 24, 1688. 
Thomas;' bapt. Oct. 18, 1691. 
Sarah,4 b. ::Vlay 8, 16g4 . 
Ednah,4 b. Dec. 3, 1696. 
Richard,4 b. July 16, 1700; md rst, Elizabeth 

Bixby, and 2d, Hannah Bixby. 
:\Iercy,4 b. July 7, Ii03. 

tion have any adequate idea of the terrible nature of the struggle that our 
ancestors were engaged in, at this time, for their very existence, as ,vell as for 
home, and all that the word implies. There can be no doubt, that it , .. ,.as the 
most severe and bloody war th1t this country wa;; ever engaged in, taking into 
consideration, the destruction of life and property, in proportion to what was 
exposed to its ravages. · 

Although it lasted but about one year, yet more than 6oo men, women, 
and children fell victims to the bullet, the tomah:n~:k, and the scalping-knife, 
of the savage foe; more than 18 towns and villages were either entirely, or 
partially destroyed and abandoned; more than 6oo families were burned out, 
and so great was the suffering and destitution, that subscriptions ,...-ere taken 
up, in many places, for their relief. 

Very few of those, in this country, ,,;ho have, recently, so nobly and gener­
ously contributed for the relief of the suffering in Ireland, kne,v that they were 
repaying an obligation more than two hundred years old. Yet it is a matter 
of history, that on the 7th of Aug. 1676, a Yessel sailed from Dublin, Ireland, 
laden with provisions, to the amount of several thousand dollars, for the relief 
of the destitute in the coloni-e.; of ~lass., R. I., and Conn. Those interested 
in a more full account of these matters, shouli.l read the introduction to 
"Goodwin's Foote Family;" and "X. E. Gen. Reg.,"Vol. JI, p. 245-50. 

Verily, the ""ord of the Lord standeth sure: "C::i.st thy bread upon the 
waters; for thou shalt find it again after many days," and "Give a portion to 
seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the 
earth." Ecc1_ XI, 1, 2. 
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(13.) William3 Towne ( Ed11111nd,2 IVillia1n,tJ ,vas born 
at Topsfield, l\Iarch I 3, I 659, n1d for his 2d ,,~if e; Aug. _22, 

I 6g4, \Vid. l\:Iargaret \Villard, ,,-hose first husband, John 
\Villard, had been executed on a charge of ,\·itchcraft, at 
Salen1, some hvo years previous. Their children ,vere: 

41. i. l\·1ary,4 b. July 3, 1695. 
42. ii. \Villia1n,4 b. Nov. 22, 1697; d. Dec. 23, 1697; ~-

43. _iii. 
+44- iv. 

45. V. 

+46. vi. 

31 days. 
\Villiatn,4 b. Feb. 25, 1699. . 
Isaac,4 b. April 10, 1701; md Lydia Estey. 
Ichabod,4 b. Feb. I 8, 1703. 
Jeremiah, 4 b. l\Iay 2 7, I 705 ; md Elizabeth. 

47. vii. Deborah,4 b. Aug. 16, 1707;· md J. Kenny, l\Iay 
I, 1729. 

48. viii. l\'.I crcy, 4 b. Sept. I 9, I 709; md John T O\vne, Jr. 
(Ko. 95), April 22, 1729. 

49. ix. Keziah, 4 b. Feb. 9, 171 5 ; md Robert Fitz, of 
Suttori, Nov. 9, 1739. 

! 

(14.) Joseph3 Towne ( Ed11zztud, 2 1-Villianzr), ,vas born at 
Topsfield, Sept. 2, 1661; md, Aug. 10, 1697, A1ny, dau. of 
Robert Smith, and d. in I 717, c:e. 56 y. She ,vas b. Aug. 
16, 1668, and d. Feb. ·22, 1756, a!. 87 y. Their children 
,,·ere: 

. + 50. 1. 

-L .. I •.• 
I ) • 11. 

+ 52. )11. 

+ 53. iv .. 
+ 54. v . .,,. 

55- vi. 
56. vii. 

Benjamin,4 b. :i\Iay 10, 169r; had 4 \,·ives and 9 
children. 

·Nathai1,4 b. 1693; mdPhebe--
DanieI,4 b. Aug. 22, 1695; md Dorothy -­
J-esse,4 b. Dec. 5, 1697; md ---­

Nathaniel,4 b. June I, 1700; md Jemima -­
Amy,4 b. Feb. 3, 1704. 
Amos,4 b. July 2, 1709; md, 1\1:ay 30, Ij32, l\iary 

Smith. 

(19.) Samuel3 Towne ( Ed11zund, 2 TVillz"a111r ), md Eliza­
beth Knight, Oct. 20, 1696. Their children ,vere: 



. 
57. l. 

5S. ii. 
+ 59. 111. 

I 6o • 
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Elizabeth,4 b. Sept. 1, I6gj. · 

Rebecca, 4 b. F eh. 8, I 700. 
San1uel,4 b. July 5, I j02; n1d Elizabeth .L.\llen. 
Philip,• b. June 22. Ij0j; md Dinah Hobbs, at 

Salcn1. 

(20.) John3 Towne ( :Jacob,2 lVillia1Jt1
). The first of the 

fa111ily, in this country, ,\·ho spelt his name To,vn (on1itting 
the c}, \\·as born at Topsfield, .L.\pril 2d, 1658, and married 
l\Iary· Smith, Feb. 2, I 680. He ,vas an efficient 111an in 
to,vn affairs at Topsfield. and adn1inistered upon the estate 
of his father there, in 1704. Framinghan1, :\lass., ,vas in­
corporated in I jOO, and at the first to"·n n1eeting, held on 
the fifth day of August, of that year, he ,\·as chosen Select­
man, and "·as often aften\·ard elected to the same office. 
He resided at Framingha1n, till 1712, ,vhen he removed to 
Oxford, "·here he and his sons, Israel~ and Ephrain1,4 ,\~ere 
proprietors. ..A.t the first to,\·n meeting holden there, on 
the 22d of July, ljI3, he ,vas chosen To\\·n Clerk and 
Selectman, and continued to enjo)~ the confidence of his 
fello,\' to,,·nsmen for many years. He "·as one of four per­
sons, ,\·ho n1et at an early period, to deliberate upon the 
matter of the formation of a church, and at its organiza­
tion, Jan. 21, I j2 I, ,vas chosen deacon, ,\·hich office he held 
to the close of his life, and ,vas then succeeded by his son 
Jonathan_.;. His estate ,vas administered upon in 1740. 
Authorities for the above: Topsfield To,\?n Records; Essex 
Probate Records; Barry's His. of Framingham ; Barber's 
His. Col. of :\lass.; Oxford To\,·n and Churcl} Records; 
and \'V'orcester Probate Records. 

(20.) The children of Dea. John3 and ~lary (S111-ith) 
T o,vn, ,vere : 

61. i. . llary,-t b. June 23, 168 I. 

_ 62. ii. John,4 b. Nov. 25, 1682; d. Sept. 29, 1683. 
+63. iii. Israel,~ b. Nov. 18, 1684; md Susanna Haven. 



64. 
. 
JV. 

+65. \'. 

+66. 
. 

VI. 

+67. 
. . 

VII. 

+68. Vlll. 

+69. 
. 
IX. 

+io. X .. 
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Esther,• b. Dec. I 3, 1686; ind Simon l\lcllen, 
April 23, Ii I I. 

Ephrain1.-~ b. 1688; n1d -- --

J onathan,4 b. ::\Ich. I 1. 16g1; n1d Katherine-­
'ii.!h,, d. ab(>ui I757.? 

David, 4 b. I 693; had four \Vives . 
Samuel,4 b. Jan. 25, 16g5; md Sarah Lan1b, of 

Oxford. 
Edn1und,4 b. :\lay 7, 1699; ind Elizabeth -­
John, Jr.,4 b. :\Iay 31, 1702-: n1d ;Lydia Hunkins. 

(2_1.) Jacob:; Towne ( :lacob,2 TV'i!/ia11t 1
). ,vas b. at Tops-. 

field. Feb. I 3, 166~, and married Phebe, dau. of Robert 
Sz:i1ith. June 24, 1683 or+· She \Yas b .... ..\ug. 26, 1661, and 
d. Jan. 14. 1740, ce. i9 years. He ,\·as ad1nitted to the 
church Sept. I, 1717, and d. Oct. 4, 1741, ~- 81 years. 'fhcir 
children \,·ere: 

71. i. Joshua,4 b. Xo\·. 13, 16S4. 
+ 72. ii. John,4 b." Feb. 2, 1686; n1d \Vid. Abagail (Stan­

. - lc_y) To,,·ne. 
73. 111. .A.bagail, b. Dec. IO, 1687. 
74. iv. Catharine,4 b. Jan. 2, 1690; n1d Benj.4 To\tne, 

..J_ "1 .. 'p 
I /:)· v. 

76. vi. 

. . 
77- VII. 

Xo. 50. 

Jacob.-• b. I 693; n1d Susanna --
Gideon,4 b. }""eb. 4, I 696; md Hannah Gould, 

dau. of John . 
. Ruth,4 b. :\larch 25, r6g8 . 

78. v111. Stephen, 4 b. X ov. 2, I 700. 

+79. ix. Jabez,4 b.June 15, 1704; n1d Tryphena D,\·in­
nell. 

So. x. Elisha,4 b. Oct. 25, 17CX?; md Sarah Rhodes . 
. 

(30.) Joseph3 Towne <Yoseph;~ TVillia11z 1
), married, Nov. 

9, 1699, ~Iargaret Case, of Salem; they had 14 children, b. 
at Topsfield. 

,, p • 

0 .1. 1. ::\Iargaret, ~ b ... --\ug. 6, I 700. 
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+82. ii. Joseph, 4 b. Dec. 26, 1701; 1nd Jen1in1a Bixby. 
83. iii. Archelaus,~ b .... .\ug. 31, 1703. 

+84. iv. Isra.,el,4 b. l\Iarch 24, I 705; n1d Grace Gardner. 
+s5. v. Elisha,4 b. Sept. 5, IiOS; n1d l\Iercy Foster. 

86. vi. Bartholon1e,Y,4 b. l\Iay 10, Ii IO. 

87. vii. l\'lary.4 b. Feb. 18, 1712. 

+88. ,,.iii. Da,,.id,4-b. Feb. 13, 1715; md :\Iary :\Ioore. 
89. ix. Abagail, 4 b. :\lay 3, I 7 I 6 . 
. 90. x. Phebe,4 b. l\:Iay 3 I, 17 r 8. 
91. xi. .Hann~h.4 b. Feb. 15, 1720. 

92. xii. l\Iartha.4 b .. A.ug. 25, 1722. 
93. x111. Sarah,4 b. i\.pril 2, I 726. 

+94· xiv. J onathan,4 b. Sept. 6, I 728; md :VIary Dean. 

(32.) J ohn3 Towne (Joscph,2 l-Vi!lia111r), b. at Topsfield, 
F eh. 20, r 678, and in Jan., I 708, married Elizabeth Rae, 
,vho d. Dec. 14, 1711. He after,vard, July 12, 1712, mar­
ried Abagail Stanley, and d. l\Iarch 28,.1714, ce. 36 years. 
His ,vido\\· n1arried, :\Iay I I, 17 I 5, John To\\·ne, Ko. 72. 

The children of J ohn3 and Elizabeth (Rae), of Topsfield. 
,vere: 

+95. i. J ohn,4 b. Feb. 23, 1709; md :i.\Iercy Towne, X o. 
48. 

96. ii. Elizabeth,~ b. Xov. 22, 1711. 

(32.) The child of J ohn3 To,vne, by his 2d ,vife, r\ba­
gail ( Staulcj,), ,\·as: 

+97- iii. Bartholome"·,4 b. April 4, 1713 ~ md Hannah 
Fitz. 

FOD''RTH GE.l'•lERA T/OJ.\T. . ., 

(39.) Richard4 Towne ( Tho11zas,3 Ed11uuul, 2 IV'illia11z=J~ 
,vas b. at Topsfield, July 16, I 700; married 1st, Elizabeth 
Bixby, and 2d, Hanz:iah Bixby. He \\·as To\\·n Clerk, at 
Topsfield, from 1j49 to the time of his death, Feb. 21, 1765. 
His children ,vere (but by ,,·hich ,,·ife is uncertain, as dates 
of n1~rriage have not been found): 
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98. i. Thon1as,5 b. Dec. 28, I 727. .. 
11ary,s b. Feb. 2 I, md Samuels To"~ne, 99. JI. 1729; 

Jr., No. 148. ... 
Elizabeth,5 b. Jan. 30, 1732 . 100. 111. . 
Sarah,s b. Dec . IOI. IV. 1734. 

102. V. Richard, s b. 1737. 
103. 

. 
Hannah,s b . VI. 1739. 

(44) Isaac4 Towne ( lfTi/lia111,3 Ednu11ul, 2 lTrillil'l11z1), ,\·as 
b. at Topsfield, April IO, 1701, married Lydia Estey, Jan. 
7, I 738, and d. · in Sutton, ,vhere the estate of his ,vido,,· 
,vas settled, in 1796. Their children ,vere: 

104. i. Lydia,5 b. April 5. 1739; md Robert Fitz. 
105. ii. Isaac,5 b. Aug. 4, 174r. 
ro6. iii. Asa, 5 b. Dec. 2, I 7 43. 
·107. iv. Eunice,s b . 

. (46.) The children of JERElIIAH4 and ELIZABETH 

TO\YXE, of Topsfield, were: 

108. i. Jeremiah,5 b. Sept. 6, 1743. 
109. ii. Susannah,5 b. July 8, 1745. 

+ I ~o. iii. Nehemiah,5 b. Oct. 15, 1748; md Lucy To·wne, 
No. 

I I I. iv. \\Tilliam,s b. 

(50.) Benjamin4 Towne (:loseph,3 Ed111111ul, 2 l1Villt"a1n 1
), 

\Vas b. at Topsfield, ~lay 10, 16g1; 1st n1'd Catharine,4 dau. 
of J acob3 T o,vne, Jr., X o. 21 ; by "·horn he had t"·o children, 
both of "·horn died in infancy; 2d he married, i\pril 12, 

1722, Susannah \Vildes, ,vho, about t,vo months before her 
death, beca1ne the mother of three healthy male children, 
all of whom are known to have lived beyond the meridian 
of manhood; she died July 5, 1736, and he married, 3d, 
l\fay 2, 1738, ~Iary Perkins; and 4th, married, April 15, 
1761, l\'Irs. l\1ary Clark. He acquired a large estate for the 
time in \\·hich he lived, and, fron1 the records, seems to 
have been a prominent man in to,vn affairs, frequently offi-
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ciating a~ T O\\·n Clerk, Se lectn1an, ... --\ssessor of Taxes, etc., 
etc. I-Ie died Feb. I I, 1 i 72, aged 81 years. His children. 
by his 2d wife, Susannah ( l!''ildcs), ,,·ere: 

Benjan1in,s b. }lay 12, I i23; ind + -I I 2. I. 

+ . -
I I 3- 11 -

+; ( 114. 111. 

Ephraitn,5 b. July 10, ,725; n1d Sarah Bragg . 
J acob~5 b. ::\larch 7, 1718; md Elizabeth Per­
J os~ph,5 b. :\I arch 7, I 7 28. [kins­
Eli,s b. :\larch 3, 1731; n1d Elizabe~h Gould. 
Susannah, 5 b. Sept. 6, I 7 33 . 

~l115. 
. 
IV. 

+ I I 6. \'. 
. 

I 17. Vl. 

+tr I 18. vii. :., ! Edn1und,s b .. ..-\.pril 30, I 7 36; n1d 
--: I • • • 

Ezra, 5 b .• .\ pril 30! I; 36; md 3 \\·ives, had I 2 

Elij ah,5 b . . t\ pril 30. I 7 36. [ children. 
;:: 1 I I 9- Vll 1. 
:.! I • 
:-,120. IX. 

. 
(5 1 .) Nathan 4 Towne (Jost.plt.3 Ed1Jzulld, 2 n,.·itlia1111

), \\·a:; 

b. at Top~field, in I?93; 1narried Phebe --, resided at 
Boxford for a tin1e, and then remo\·ed to i\.ndover, ,vhere .. 
his ,vife died Jan. 5, I 762, ce. 62 years, and he d. soon after, 
ce. about 70 years. Their children ,vere: 

+ 121. i. Joseph,s b. April 11, 1718; md Sarah Kimball. 
of Ando,·er. 

. . + 122. 11. Nathan,s b. April 25, 1720: n1d l\Iary Poole . 
+ 123. 111. J onathan,s b. md Esther Gould. 

124. iv. Phebe,s b. n1d -- Farnu1n. 
1119 -- Curtis. 125. v. 

+ 126. 
. 

VI. 
. . 

127. Vll. 

+ 128. VIII. 
. 

I 29. IX. 

Catharinc,s b. 
Asa,s b .... ..\ug. 2 ;, 

.i\nna,s b. 
I 729; n1d ~viary Beverly. 

. A.aron,s b. July 25, 
Solomon~s b . 

m<l -- i\Iclntire . 
1734; n1d Hannah Beverly . 

(52.) The children of DAXIEL4 and DOROTHY TO\Y);E 
('.loscph,3 Ed11zu11d,2 fVi!{ian1 1

), of Topsfield, \\"ere: 

130. 
. 

DanieI,s b. Aug. 11, I 722 . J. 

I 3 I. 
.. 

A1nos,s b. June l 8, 11. 1724. 

I 32. 111. J udith,s b. ,L.\ug. 26, 1-,..,--/-)· 

I 33-
. 

Dorothv,5 b. Feb. 8, 1728 . tV. ., 



134. V. . 
135. Vl. 

I 36. vii. 
+ I 37. \"111. 

\ 
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Thornas,s b ... Aug. 1S, 1729. 
Prudence,s b. Nov. 16, I 732 . 
_-\nn·a,s b. :\larch 9, 1735. 

31 

Francis,5 b. July 27, Ii3i; n1d Phebe To\\"ne. 
No. 
-

(53-) J esse4 Towne (Yoscph,3 Ednt1111d/ 1 Fi/lia111 1
), "·as 

b. at Top~field, Dec. 5, 1697, and removed to .. A .. rundel, no,v 
Kennebunk. :\Ic., ,vhere, in 1729, he ,vas a proprietor. He 
finally settled at \Vclls, near the "lr pper Falis," ,vhere he 
built a house in I i40, and in Ii 54. ,vhen cros~ing the river, 
he broke through the ice and ,,·as dro,,·ned. He ,vas a 
n1cn1ber of the church at \ Vells in 17 50, and from the 
records, seerns to ha\·e been active in the parish affairs; 
beyond this but little is kno\\·n of hi1n. He, ho,,·cver, had 
a descendant. residing near the original hon1estead, "·ho 
,,·as Selectn1an in Kennebunk in 1747. In Ii 50, he had 
sons, J oseph,5 and Tho111as, \\·ho \\·ere taxed; and the house 
,,·hich he built \\·as standing in 1770. Children: · 

I 38. i. J oseph,s b. 
• + I 39. ii. Thomas,s b. md Abagail Credif ord. 

(54.) Nathaniel4 Towne (Yoscph,3 Edu1und,2 ~VilliaJJ1 1
), 

b. at Topsfield, June 1, 1700; by \\·ife J e1nima, had chil-
• aren: 

140. 

141. 

142. 
143. 

. 
l . .. 
11. 

111. . 
lV. 

J e1nin1a,s b. ~lay 20, I j24. 

XathanieI,s b. Sept. 16. Ij25. 

Eunice,s b. Feb. 24, Ij27. 

Sarah,5 b. I 729. 

(56.) Amos.; Towne (:loscph,3 Ed11111Hd;2 TVi/lianz 1
), b. at 

Topsfield, July 2, 1709 ;_ married 2\Iary Smith, and moved 
to Kennebunk, :\Ie., \\·ith his brother, Jesse, X o. 5 3. He 
,\·as one of the brave men ,vho, under Sir \Vm. Pepperrel, 
captured Louisburg; and in 1747, \\:as ,vrecked on :\It. 
Desert and dro\Yned, at the age of about 38 years. Their 
children \Vere: 
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+ 144. 
. 
1 • Sa111ucl,s b. 111d l-Iannah \Vakefield . 

+ 145. 
.. 
11. Amos,5 b. Oct. I 7 3i; md I st, Jane Sn1ith. 

and 2d, Sarah :\Iiller. 
+ 146. 111. Daniel,s b. Oct. 28, Ii39; n1d l~lizabeth Donnan. 

(59.) Samuel4 Towne (Sanuu:/,3 Edn111ud,2 H·:r£l!ia11z 1
), 

,vas born at Topsfield, July 5, I 702 ; n1arried Elizabeth 
Allen, Dec. 21, 1722, and ,vas dro,yned :\lay 18, Ii7I, aged 
69 years. Their children \\·ere: 

147. i. l\Iary,5 b. July r 9, r 72 3. 
148. ii. Elizabeth,5 b. X o,·. Io, I 724. 

+ 149. 111. Samuel,5 b. Aug. 8, 1727; md l\Iarys To,Yne. 
No. 99. 

150. iv. Hannah,5 b. Sept. 24, 1733. 

(6o.) Philip.;. Towne ( ... 'iaJJl1tcf,3 Ed11ua1d,2 JVillz"a11t1). b. 
at Topsfield, June 22, I 707; married Dinah Hobbs, at 
Salem, July 30,. I i28. Their children ,,·ere: 

I 5 I. 
I .. ,, :,.-. 

I 53-

. 
1. .. 
11. 

111. 

Eneas,5 b. Nov. IS, I 729 . 
Dinah,5 b. Feb. 14, Ii34; n1d Thon1as Perkins . 
DanieI,s b. Aug. 22, I 7 36. 

(63.) lsrael4 Towne (:Joh11,3 Yacob,2 TV£/liaJJi1
), ,vas b. at 

Topsfield, X ov. I 8, I 684, and married Susannah, dau. of 
Dea. l\Ioses Haven. of Fran1inghan1. Oxford, l\1ass.; ,Ya~ 
first pern1anently settled in I 7 I 2. He \\·as a proprietor, 
and his fa1nily ,,·as one of the thirty families \\"ho then ,,·ent 
there to reside. The germ of the first church in this place 
consisted of four persons, and their first meeting to consult 
upon the matter \\·as holden at his house. He died at Ox­
ford, Oct. 29, Iii I, aged nearly 87 years, and his \\·idov: d. 
at Belcherto\\·n, in I 787, aged 96. Their children ,Yere: 

I 54 i. :\Iary,5 b. Xov. 16, Ii09; md Theo. !\IcKenstry, 

.. 
I .. ,,. 11 ., , . . 
I 56. 111. 

Jan. 30, 1732. 
Susannah,s b. Sept. I I,- I 7 I I; died young . 
J oseph.s b. Jan. 20, 17 I 3; died Oct. 28, I 7 33, 

re. 20. 
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Susannah,5 b. Feb. Ii, 1717; n1d John Haven, 
Oct. 25, 1739, and d. at Sutton, in I So6, a:. 89. 

E"lijah,sb. Feb. 16, 1719; mdLydia Lock. 
Jioses,5 b. Aug. 14, 1i21; n1d Bethia Reed. 
Esthcr,5 b. :\larch 14, I 724. 
Isracl,s b. Feb. I 2, I i:!7; ind X aon1i Stebbins. 
Lois,5 b. :\Iay 1S, 1729; md John \Vilson, 1749. 
::\Iehitable.5 b. Dec. 23, 1731. 

(65~) Ephraim 4 Towne (Yoltn,3 Yacob,211·illiau11), b. at 
·r opsfield in 168S; resided son1e time at Fran1inghan1; ,vas 
a proprietor at Oxford, and one of the thirty first fan1ilies. 
I-I is children \\·ere: 
• 

~f 164. 
+~l16~. 

a• ) 

+ 166. 

167. 

. 
I. 
. . 
11. 

111. 

. 
IV . 

.,, 

PauI,s b. :\larch I 4, I 722 . 

Silas,5 b. ::\larch 14, 1722; _n1d Susannah Lock . 
Ed111und,5 b. -'-.\ug. 19, ·1724; md Abagail 

Bre\Yer. 
Thon1as,5 b. April 1, 1727 . 

(66.) J onathan4 Towne (7oltit,3 Yacob, 2 lVz"llia11tx), b. at 
Topsfield, ).larch 11, 16g1, resided at Oxford, 1714; ,vas 
deacon of the church, and died there in 1741. \Vife Kathe­
rine, who d. about I75i- Children: 

+ 168. i. Jacob,s b. Oct. 20, ·1720; md :\Iary Ca1npbell_. 
169. 11. Tan1ar,5 b. Feb. 22, 1722 . . 

I 70. 111. Siinon,5 b. l\Iarch 26, I 724. 
171. iv. Jonathan,5 b . .April 26, 1727. 

+ 172. v. J ohn,5 b. Dec. I 5, 1728: ind Dorothy Pratt. 
173. vi.· l\Iary,5 b. June 4, 173 I; rod -- Curtis. 

+ 174. vii. Josiah,5 b. Aug. 10, 1734; md Susannah Rich. 
175. v111. Huldah,5 b . .Kov. 2, 1737; md Israel Phillips. 

(67.) David4 Towne (Yoltn;s 7acob, 2 r Vi/liau1t), ,vas b. at 
Topsfield in 16g3, and is said to have had four ,vives. The 
nan1es of the t\vo first have not been ascertained, but our 
information reads, "and for his third ,vif e, n1arried Priscilla 
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I-lover, \\·hod. at Oxford in Ij4r." Information fro111 an­
other source .says that he aftenYard n1arried a fourth wife . , 
l\'Iargaret, and d. at Belcherto,\·n, :\lass.. Sept. 20. 1i81, 
a..~ 8j. Th(: children of Da,·id4 and Priscilla (Ho,·cJ,) To\\·nc, 
.,vcre: 

176. 
177. 
I 78. 
I 79. 
I 80. 

. 
1. 
. . 
11. 

111. 
. 
lV. 

\'. 

Francis,5 b. l\1arch i, I 7 I 9; d. Dec. 2 1, I j 2 1. 

Hannah,5 b. Sept. I, 1720 . 

Dclh·erancc,s b. I 726. 
Susannah,5 b. Aug. 30, Ii 36 . 
Pr~scilla,5 b. l\Tarch 7, 1740. · · 

(68.) Samuel4 Towne (7ohn,3 Yacob,2 l-VilliaJJ1 1 ), b. at 
Topsfield, Jan. 25, 1695; md Sarah Lan1b, of Oxford, ... -\p.ril 
I 6, I 722. They h~d one son: 

+ 18 I. i. J an1es,s b. Oct. I I, I 722; md Ann Blood. 

(70.) John4 Towne, Jr. (Yohn,3 Yacob,2 I-Villiauz 1 ), \\·as b. 
at Frarninghatn, :\larch 3 I, 1 i02, and married Lydia Hun­
kins, l\larch 6, I 728. Their children, b. at Oxford, ,Yere: 

+ 182. i. Thomas,s b. ?\Iay 26, I 729; md Hannah 
+ 183. 
+ 184. 

I 85. 
186. 
187. 
188. 

+ 189. 
190. 

.. 
11. 

111. 
. 
IV. 

\". 
. 

VJ. 
. . 

\"11. 

\"111. 

tX. 

Abner,s b. :\larch 2 I, I 73 I ; n1d Susanna .l)ana . 

Isaac,5 b ... Aug. Ii, Ii 3 3; n1d H uldah Pratt. 
Phebe,5 b. June, I 6, I 7 3i--Lydia,5 b. ).Jay 8, I 7 40. 
Rachel, 5 b. Nov. 9, 1742 . 
Hannah,5 b. Sept. 24, I 7 44; rod Collins l\Ioore . 
SI)IOX,5 b. Feb. 25, Ij48; n1<l ).!ARY PIKE. 

Lydia,s b. Sept. 28, I 7 5 2; n1d \\1illian1 Collins. 

(72.) J ohn4 Towne (:la::ob,3 7acob,21Villia11z 1
). ,vas b. at 

Topsfield, Feb. 2, I 686, and n1arried, :\lay I 1, Ii I 5, Aba­
gail, \\·id. of John T o,vne, X o. 32, (her maiden name Stan­
ley). He settled at Grecn"·ich. ::\lass., in 1748. This place 
,,·a~ called Quabbin, previous to its incorporation, in 17 54. 
His wif c ,,·as killed by falling do,vnstairs, Sept. I, I 7 43. 
Their children \\·ere: 



+191. l. 

+ 192. 11. 

193. 111. 
. 

194. n·. 

+ 195. V. 
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San1uel.s b. I 7 I 7; n1d :Eunice E.n11nons. 
J onathan.s b. :\lay 25, Ii 19; 111d Sarah Fo,\·ler 

and .. Abagail Hale . 
.L'\bagail.5 b. Sept. 29, 172 I. 
Catharinc, 5 b. Dec. 14. I 725 . 
John,s b. Dec. 5, 17.29; 111<l l\Iary 1~ho1nas. 

(75.) Jacob~ Towne (':/acob,3 Jacob,~ 1-f?i/lia11z 1
), and Su­

sannah. his ,,·ife, had children: 

I 96. 1. Ruth, 5 b. Sept. 6, Ii 19. 
+ 197. ii. J oshua,5 b. Sept. 3, I 72 I; n1d Sarah Ball. 

198. 111. J acob,5 b. June 30, I 724. 

(76.) Gideon 4 Towne Clacob,3 :facob,2 H"i//ia111t), b. in 
Topsfield, Feb. 4, 1696; ind Hannah Gould, \\·hod. at Top:;­
field, l\Iarch 25,. 1738. He ren1oved to Quabbin, no\\· 
Greenwich, \\·here he purchased land of Andre\v Po\\·ers. in 
I 7 48. Their children \\·ere: 

+ I 99. i. Abner,5 b. Feb. 5, I 7 22 ; 111d Sarah Butler. 
+200. ii. Gideon,s b. Feb. 21, 1724; n1d :\lartha Stan:cy. 

20 I. 111. Hannah,5 b. Aug. 5, I 7 2 7. 
202. iv. Phcbe,5 b .. A.ug. 22, 1729. 
203. ,·. Abishai, 5 b. n1arch I. Ii 32. 

(79.) Jabez4 Towne (:Jacob,3 7acob, 2 J.Villiauz 1
), wa:; b. at 

Topsfield, June I 5, I 704: 1narried Tryphenia D\\·inncll, 
l\Iarch 30, 1730; \\~hod. April 16, 1785. He d. at London­
derry, X. H., April 1, 1783, aged 79 years. Their childr~n 
\\·ere: 

. 
+204. 1. .. 

'>0- l - ,. 1. 

206. 111. 

. 
+20j. 1V. 

+208. V. 

J abez, 5 b. :\larch 4, 1732; ind 

l\'Iary,5 b. Oct. 30, 1734; md Joshua Foster, of 
Boxford. 

Rebecca,s b. J unc 9, 1737; md San1uel Sn1ith, 
of Topsfield. 

Jacob, 5 b. Sept. 25, I 73S; n1d Susanna Brown . 
Elijah,s b. Sept. I I. 1740; n1d Eunice Dwinnell. 
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Abagail,5 b. Dec. 7' I 7 43; n1d .t\sa Sn1ith. of 
\l crshire, Vt. 

Ruth, 5 b. Oct. 22, I 7 46; ind Jacob Hale . 
Susannah,5 b. Xov. 19, 1749; n1d bavid Porter . 

(So.) Elisha• Towne (:Jaco/J,3 yacob, 2 IV.illian1 1 ), ,vas b. 
at Topsfield, Oct. 25, 1706; n1d Sarah Rhodes, Feb. 16~ 
1738, and ren1ovcd to Boxford. Their children \\·ere: 

212. i. Sarah,5 b. Jan. 7, I 7 39; md Elijah D,,·innell. 
+213. ii. John,5 b. Sept. 22, 1740; n1d Ann Cununings. 

214. 111. l\Ichitable,5 b. Sept. 2 3, 17 42; · md Jacob D,vin­
nell. . 

2 I 5. JV. 

2 I 6. V. 

Absalon1,5 b. Sept. 24. 17 44 . 
Bathshcba,5 b .. Oct. 18, 1747. 

(82.) Joseph4 Towne (:Joscflt,3 :7oscp!t, 2 J.Vil!iallz 1 ), ,vas b. 
at Topsfield, Dec. 26, 1701, and married Je1nin1a Bixby. 
They resided at Topsfield in 1732, ,vhere t,vo oldest chil­
dren \\·ere born. April 6, 1733, he purchased 230 acres of 
land of John Hallo,vell, in the parish of Thon1pson, town 
of Killingly, Conn., for £400, Xe,\. England currency, and 
in 1743, made an additional purchase. His ,\·ifc \Yas dis­
n1issed fron1 the church in Topsfield and recon1n1cndcd to 
the second church in Killingly, Oct. 22, 1738. He d. in 
:\larch, 1786, aged 84 years, and his \\·ido,v in 1790. Their 
children \\·ere: 

217. i. .A.rchelaus,5 b. Feb. 26, 1730. 
218. ii. Jemima,5 b. Feb. 6, 1732. 
219. 111. Joseph,5 b. Oct. 8, 1735. 
220. iv. Elizabeth,3 b. ::\larch 27, 1738. 
221. v. :\Iargaret,5 b. l\Iay 17, 1739. 

(84.) Israel4 Towne (yostpk,3 7oscph, 2 lVilliaJJi 1
), ,\·as b. 

at Topsfield, :\larch 24, 1705, and married Grace Gardner, 
of l\liddleton, ~lay 23, 1729. He ,vas one of the early 
settlers of X arragansett No. 3, aftenvards named Souhegan 
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\Vest, and in Ii60. incorporated by Xe,v Han1pshire, and 
called An1herst. Tradition savs that his \\"as the fourth -
family. The first scttlen1ent ,vas n1ade in I 7 34, and Sept. 
22, I 741, at the organization of the church. the plantation 
contained -- fan1ilics, an1ongst the nun1ber \\·as that of 
Capt. Isracl4 Towne. The origin of the Narragansett to,,·n­
ships \Yas a~ follows: Bet\\·een I 728 and l i 33, the General 
Court of I\Iass. granted seven to,,·nships of land. each of 

I 

the contents of six miles square, to those, and the descend-
ants of those ,,·ho ,vere in the ,var of I6i5., for the subjuga­
tion of Philip, the celebrated :Narragansett Sachcn1. the 
to,vnships to be selected fron1 the unappropriated lands of 
the Pro\·ince, each to,\·nship to be the property of 1 20 

clain1ants. After a great number of n1eetings and adjourn­
ments of the grantees, the to,vnships ,vere located thus:­
N arragansett X o. I, \\·here Buxton, in l\Iaine. is no,\· situ­
ated; N' arragansett No. 2, at \Vestrninster, l\Jass.; No. 3, 
at An1herst, N. H.; No. 4, at Goffstown, N. H.; No. 5, at 
Bedford, ~- H.; No. 6, at Templeton, N. H.; and No. i, 
at Gorham, l\Ie., this territory then being under the juris­
diction of 1Iass. Israel4 To,\·ne d. at Amherst, N. H .. in 
I i9 I, aged 86 years, and Grace, his \\0 ido,v. in I 803. aged 
96. Their children \\·ere: . 

222. 1. 

-L??'"' 1·· 
I --.J• J. 

+224. 111. 

226. V. 
. 

227. VI. 

228. vii. 

T'homas,s b. I 7 32 . 
Archelaus,s b. 1734; md ~Iartha Abbott. 
IsraeI,s b. Nov. 16, 1736; md Lydia Hopkins. 
1'loses.5 b. 1738; n1d 1Iary Gray. 
Gardner,5 b. June 6, 1741. 
Elizabeth,5 b. Jan. 30, 1745; d. July 16, 1794 . 

~- 49. 
Susannah,s b. l\fay 28,• 1748; md Timothy 

Nichols, Oct. 2, I 779. 
··· l\:Iary,s b. April 20, 175 I, 229. Vlll. 

(85.) Elisha4 Towne (:fvseph,3 :Joseph/ I,V'£ll£a111 1 ), ,vas b. 
at Topsfield, Sept. 5, 1708; n1d l\1ercy Foster, of Boxford, 

3 



THE TO\\":KE FA~IILY. 

June I I, 173S, and remo\·ed fron1 Topsfield to l\Iunson, no,v 
l\Iilford. X. H_., ,vhere, Dec. 22, 1748, he and his brother 
Israel4 purchased the Taylor farm, of 300 acres, for £ 1000, 

of \Vid .. A.bagaH Taylor, of Bo:;ton. Their children \\·ere: 

-230. i. Joseph, 5 b. 1739; d. in infancy. 
+ 23 1. ii. Bartholon1e,v,5 b .... .\pril 8, Ii 41 ; ind l\Iary Cu1n-. 

n1111gs. 
+232. 111. Tho1nas,5 b. Feb. 8, Ii43; md Elizabeth To,vne 

and Sarah Burton. 
233. iv. l\Iercy,5 b. Feb. 15, 1745. 
234. v. Sarah,5 b. Nov. 20, 1747. 

(88.) David4 Towne (yoscph,3 yoscph,2 TVillia111 1
), ,vas b. 

at Topsfield, Feb. 13, 1715; 111arried l\Iary :\Ioore, Aug. 21, 
1741. He lived on the "Old Ho111estead,'' and d. at Tops­
field, Aug. 20, I 778, aged 63 years. An1ount of his estate~ 
£1594. !{is "·ido,v d. Nov. 25, 1801, aged S3. Their chil­
dren "·ere: 

. 
235. 1. 

+236 . 
.. 
11. 

2 37- 111. 

238. lV. 

239. V. . 
240. VI. .. 
241. Vll. 

. . 

. ..-\.bagail,5 b. 1742; d. Feb. 8, 1799, ce. 57 . 
'·'David,5 b. :\larch 17, 1744; md Susai1nah Ave-

rill. 
Archelaus,5 b. Aug. I 5, I 7 46; d. in infancy. 
J oscph, 5 b. d. unmarried. 
.l\.rchelaus,5 b. Jan. 3, 17 5 2; d. Oct. 5, I 804. 
Eunice,5 b. lV[ay I 2, 1754; d. Aug. 20, 1804 . 
Thomas,s b. Sept. 26, I i62; d. unmarried . 

(94.) Jonathan 4 Towne (:;oscph,3 yoseph,2 1'Villia1Jz?), 
youngest and fourteenth child of his parents, \vas b. at 
Topsfield, Sept. 6, I 728; married l\Iary Dean, of Salem, 
Oct. 31, Ii5 r, and removed to ::\Iunson, no,,· :\Iilford, N. H., 
,vhere he remained till the opening scenes of the American 
Revolution, "·hen he joined the Continental army, and d. 
at Cro\\·n Point, Essex Co., N. Y., in July, 1776. His,vid. 
d. in I 784. Their children ,vere: 

+242. i. J onathan,s b. April 28, 1754; rod l\fary Blanch­
ard. 



.. 
243. 11. 

. ,. 
244. 111. 

+245. 
. 
IV. 

246. \". 
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~Iary,5 b. Sept. 23, 17 56; d. unmd at Andover, 
\7.t., ~larch 6, 1847, re. 90 years . 

Betsey,5 b. 1758. 
A~ron,3 b. l\Iarch 14, 1761; md Abagail John­

son and l\lrs. Lois Stocker. 
Jane,5 b.. 1763; md Jonathan Thompson, 

of Marblehead. 
247. vi. Phebe,5 b. Nov. I 3, r 765; md Timothy Ord\vay, 

of Lyndboro, N. H. 

(95.) John4 -rowne (Yohn,3 7oseph, 2 HT£/lt"a11tr), ,vas b. at 
Topsfield, Feb. 23, 1709, and married l\iiercy To,vne, No. 
He ,vas admitted to the church in Sutton, Iv1ay 3, 1741, 
and d. about the close of 1754, aged 45. His ,vill is dated 
Sept. 6, 1754, and proved F"'eb. 5, 1755. Their children 
were: 

.. 
249. 11. 

+250. iii. 
251. iv. 
252. V. 

253. vi. 

254. vii. 
2 5 5. viii. 
256. ix. 
257. X. 

Ichabod,5 b. Nov. 26, I 729; md Jemima Stock­
,vell. 

Mercy,s b. Sept. 10, 173 I; md Samuel Clark, 
Nov. 30, 1750. 

\Villian1,s b. Feb. 10, 1733; md Catharine \Vaite. 
Elijah,5 b. l\iay 17, 1734. . 
Deborah,s b. 1735; md Nathaniel Put-

nam, Nov. 23, 1757. 
Elizabeth,5 b. l\1ay 13, 1740; md Henry Nichols, 

Sept. 22, 1757. 
Mary,5 b. April I, 1742; md Aaron Grant. 
John,5 b. l\Iarch 5, 1744; d. unmarried. 
Sarah,5 b. lviay 21, 1750. 
Lois,s b. Sept. 30, 1752; md Richard Dodge, Jr., 

July 19, 1770. 
Asa,5 b. md Eunice To,vne, No. 

(97.) Bartholomew4 Towne (John,3 yoseph,2 l--Vt"lliavz 1
), 

was b. April 4, 1713; married Hannah Fitz, June 27, 1740. 
They ,vere admitted to the church in Sutton, July 26, 1741, 
and he d. at the same place in 1783, ce. 70. 
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Hannah5 b. April 20, 1741; n1d Daniel Stone . 
l~artholon1e\\\~ b. Dec. 10, Ii42; n1d Betsey 

Rice . 
. A.bagail,s b. Aug. 3, Ij44-: n1d Nathan Stone 

and E. Sibley. 
Reuben,5 b. July 29, 1746; ind Sarah Dodge. 
Sarah,s b. i\. pril 20, I 7 5 I. 

Robert, 5 b. l\Iay II, 1754. 
David,s b .. A.ug. 7, 1756; n1d Elizabeth South­

,vorth. l\Iarch 7, I 780. 
l\Iehitable,5 b. Sept. I 2, I 762. 
Stephen,5 b. Sept. 15, 1765. 

FIFTH GEJ.\TERA TIOJV. 

(I 10.) Nehemiahs Towne (Jcre1niah,'- 1v·111.,3 Edn111nd,2 

TJ,i'111."'), b. at Topsfield, Oct. 15, 1748; married Lucy, dau. 
of Joshua To\vne, No. Dec. 31, 1771. Hed.at Keene. 
N. H., l\Iay 2, 1820, ct!. 72; and his ,vidow· d. April 17, 1841. 
re. 85. Their children ,,·ere; 

+268. i. Josiah,6 b. Jan. 22, 1778; m<l :\Iary French._ 
269. ii. Joshua,6 b. Feb. 22, 1780. 
270. 111. l\Iilly6 b. Aug. 19, 1782. 
271. iv. l\1ary,6 b.Oct. 12, 1784. 
272. v. John,6 b. Feb. 26, 1786. 
273. vi. :Nathan,6 b. Jan. 16, 1793. 

(112.) Benjamins Towne, Jr. (Benfa11zin,4 Yoscph,3 Ed-
1111ozd,2- lVillia1J11

), resided at Sturbridge as early as li47: 
bought a tract of land there in I 763> and in I 7 8 I sold it to 
Jonathan :\!orris, of \Voodstock. Conn .. for £400, silver 
money, and soon after left the place. His \\·ife d. Oct. 10, 
I 788. Their children \Vere: 

274- i. Kathan,6 b. 
27 5. ii. Eunice,° b. 
276. 111. Hannah,6 b. June 3, I 742. 
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277. lY. ~Iarv,6 b . -
+278. V. Benjamin,6 b. June 17, 1745; n1d \Vid. l\Iartha 

_., 

Hitchcock. 
279. Yt. Nathanicl,6 b. Dec. 22, 1747. 
280. vii. Susannah,6 b. June 3, 1749. 
28 I. vn1. Sarah,6 b. June 9, I 7 5 2. 

282. ix. Daniel,6 b. Xov. 25, 1753. 
283. x. Ruth,6 b. Nov. 3, 1756. 
284. xi. l\Iirrian1.6 b. July 23, 1758. 
285. xii. Joscph,6 b. Sept. 16, 1760. 
286. xiii. Anna,6 b. June 2 5, 1762. 
287. xiv .• ~bagail,6 b. April 10. 1767. 

(113.) Ephraims Towne (Bt.·1lJcVlli1t,4 yoscp/t,3 Ednuaui/ 
lVillia11z 1

), 1narried Sarah Bragg, of \\ienhan1, Feb. 19, 
1749. Children ,vere: 

288. i. l\Iary,6 b .• l\.pril 26, 175 I. 

289. ii. Ephrain1,6 b. Jan. 5, 1753. 

(114.} Jacobs Towne(Be,lJcllnin, 4 :Joseph,3 Ed11uu1d, 2 ri7il­
liau11), twin brother of Joseph, ~ o. I I 5. b. l\Iarch 7, I 728; 
married Elizabeth Perkins, .A.pril I, I 766. He d. in Sept .• 
I 807, ~- 79; and his wife d. :\lay I 2, r 800. ~- 68 years; 
leaving one son, b. at Topsfield: 

+ 290. i. Jacob/> b. July 27, I 768; m9 :\1ary Perkins. 

(I 16.) Elis Towne (Bcnjanzin,4 yoscph,3 Ednzund,2 !Vil­
lia111t), b. l\Iarch 3, I 73 I; n1arricd Elizabeth Gould, 1Iay 2, 
1754, \\·ho \\·as b. 1736, and d. P ... pril 27, 1799. He ,vas in 
the Revolutionary \\"ar; and d. Oct. 14, 1800, at Stur­
bridge, )lass., a=. 6g. Their children ,vere: 

291. i. Elizabeth,6 b. Feb. 13, 1755; d. Oct. 23, 1756. 
+ 292. ii. Eli,6 b.~1arch It Ii57; n1dAbagailCutting. 

293. 111. Susanna,6 b. Oct. 7, 1758. 
294. iv. Lydia,6 b. Sept. 22, 176o. 
295. v. J acob,6 b. Oct. 3, I 762; md J erusha Harding. 
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Ruth,6 b. Nov. i, I j64. 
Hannah, 6 b. Dec. 29, I j66 . 
Daniel,6 b. l\Iarch 4, Ij69; d. i\Iarch 5, Ij70. 

Elijah,6 b. Oct. 28, I ii I; n1d ~Iiriam Lane . 
Elisha,6 b. Oct. 28, 1771; n1d Eleanor Bond. 

. . 
Solomon,6 b. Sept. 5, Iii3; n1d Hannah B. 

Hazeltine . 
Daniel,6 b. l\Iarch 4, 17j6. 
Amos,6 b. l\1arch 14, 1779 . 

(1.-18.) Edmunds Towne (Bcnjanzin,4 yoscplz,3 Edn1und, 2 

l-Villla111 1
), triplet son, n1arried Their children "·ere: 

+ 304. i. Edn1und,6 b. md Eunice Spencer 
and rolh· Fitch . ., 

+305. 
. . 

Benjan1in,6 b . n1d Sarah Burt. 11. 
306. 111. ,6 b. 

307. hr. ,6 b. 
308. V. ,6 b. 

(I 19.) Ezras Towne (Bcnjanzin,4 yoscph,3 Ed111u11d, 2 TVil­
lia11zr), a triplet- son, b. at Topsfield. April 30, 1736; -~ar­
ried I st, Elizabeth ---, at Topsfield; 2d, he married 
Elizabeth Dutton, at Xe\\. I ps,Yich. N. H., 1\-Iarch 8, I 769; 
\\·ho d. l\Tay 13, 1787. He married 3d in 1788, Keziah, 
\Vid. of \\"illiarri Start. He \\'as a resid'ent of Ne,,. I ps,vich 
as early as Ij63; comrnanded a con1pany at the battle of 
Bunker I-I ill; having left home on the 1nemorable 19th of 
April, \\·ith his son Ezra,6 then fifteen years of age. 

The next year, at the head of a company, he \\·ent to 
Canada, sharing in the hardships of that campaign till Bur­
goyne's surrender. He ,vas aften\·ard chosen Col. of the 
N e\v Ipswich Regirnent. and held the position till his death, 
in Dec. Ii95, \,·hich \\·as caused by an injury ,,·ith a hay­
hook, ,vhich proved fatal in a fe,\· hours. The hook, ,vith a 
label attached, telling the sad story, still hangs in the house 
,vhere he lived and died. On his tombstone is inscribed, 
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"A true friend of his country and an active officer in the 
Revolutionary \V~r." Children by 1st ,vife: 

309. i. Ezra, Jr., 6 b. l\Iarch 29, 17 59; md Rebecca Jenks. 
310. ii. Rebecca,6 b. July 25, 1763. 
311. 111. Elizabcth,6 b. l\Iay 21, 1765. 
312. iv. Elijah,6 b. Feb. 11, 1)67; md Elizabeth Flagg. 

3 I 3- V. 

314. VI. 
. . 

315. Vil. 

316. Vlll. . 
3 I]. IX. 

318. X. . 
319. Xl. 

By 2d ,vife: 
Nehemiah,6 b. Aug. I 1, 176g.-
Luther,6 b. l\Iay 5, 1772; d. Sept. 9, 1775. 

·Rhoda,6b. June 2, 1774; d. 1775 . 
Rhoda,6 b. Feb. 26, 1776. 
!\'Iercy,6 b. l\Iay 5, 1778 . 
,vi Ider, 6 b. 
Rachel,6 b. June 19, 1782 . 

By 3d. ,vif e: 
320. xii. J eremiah,6 b. Feb. 1 I, 1792. 

(121.) Josephs Towne (1\7atha11,4 yostpft,3 Ed1111111d, 2 ff/£f­
l£anz1), married Sarah Kimball, of Andover, !\'lay- 14, -1747. 
Their children ,vere: 

. 
. 3~I. 1. 

322. 11. 

+ 323. 111. 

.. 
327. vu. 
328. \"111. 

Simeon,6 b. July 6, 1747; d. Jan. 23, 1749 . 
Sarah,6 Feb. 20, 1749; md Ephraim Foster: 
Simeon,6 b. July 31,. 175 I; md Hepzibah Sy-

monds. 
Phebe,6 b. June 3, 1755; md Nathaniel .A.bbott. 
Dorothy,6 b. 1Iarch 3. I 7 58; md John Foster. 
Esther,6 b. :\lay 17, 1760; md .Amos To,vne, 

No. 
Elizabeth,6 b. ~lay I 5, 1763; md Abner Foster . 
Rebecca,6 b. :\larch 23, 1768; md -- Peabody. 

(122.) Nathans Towne ·(Nathau,4 yoscph,3 Ednuozd,2 
l-Villia1Jt 1

), b. April 25, 1720;_ n1arried 11ary Poole, and d. 
at Andover. Children ,vere: 

+ 329. i. N athan,6 b. July I I, I 7 44. 
+ 330. ii. Benjamin,6 b. Feb. 28, 1747; md ~-Iehitable 
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Chandler and \Vid. Lucy Porter. 
+ 331. 111. Peter,6 b .• A.ug. 10, 1749; n1d Lydia Abbott and 

Rebecca Sheldon. 
332. iv. John, 6 b. Oct. 29, I; 5 I ; md Patty Stiles. 

(123.) . Jonathan5 Towne (.1.\'at/1an, 4 yoscph,3 Ednzu11d, 2 

iVillia1J1x), 1narried Esther Gould, July 9, Ii5 I. He re­
sided for some tin1e at Boxford; but finally settled at 
Rindge, N. I-I., ,vhere his e::;tate \\·as settled by his son 
.A.mos,6 in 1785. His ,vid. ,,·as then living. Their children 
.were: 

333. 
334. 
3,., .. 

.) )• 

..,..,6 
.) .) . 
""""7 ., :, . 

+338. 
339. 
340. 
341 .. 

. 
l. 
. . 
11. 

111 . 
. 
IV . 

v . 
Vl. 
. . 

Vll. 

Vlll. 
. 
JX. 

Jonathan,6 b. Jan. 9, 1753; d . 
Esther,6 b. Jan. 2, I 7 56; n1t Asa Clement . 
An1os, 6 b. 
Jesse, 6 b. Jan. 30, I 760 . 
John, 6 b. md Hannah Russell. 
Jedediah, 6 b. May I, 1767; · n1d Eunice Rugg. 
Asa,6 b . 
Lucy, 6 b. md An1asa Green. 
Ruth,6 b. md Solon1on Rugg, Nov . 

25, 1789. 

(126.) Asas Towne (Natlzan,4 yoscph,3 Ed11z1t11d,2 l-V11z. 1
), 

b. Aug. 25, 1729; married 1vlary Beverly, of Andover, April 
6, 1749. He d. Sept. 9, 1764, ce. 35. Their children ,Yere: 

342 -
..,4.., 
.) .)• 

344. 
345. 
346. 

. 
1. 
. . 
11 • 

111. 
. 
lV. 

V. 

Solomon,6 b. Oct. 8, 1750; d. l\iay 30, 1752 . 
::\Iary,6 b. Feb. 8, 1752 . 
Soiomon,6 b. Dec. 9, 1753. 
Asa,6 b. July 17, 1761; d. l\Iarch 22, 1762 . 
Asa,6 b. l\Iarch 18, 1763. 

(128.) Aarons Towne (1.Vathan,4. :Joscph,3 Ed1111tJ1d,2 lVil­
lia11zx), b. July 24, I 7 34; married Hannah Beverly, Oct. l 5, 
1755. Their children ,vere: 

347. i. 1vioses,6 b. July 3, 1756. 
348. ii. Hannah,6 b. Jan. 6, 1759; d. lviay 9, 1764. 
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349. 111. Aaron,6 b. ~lay 19, 1762; d. April I 7, 1764. 
., -o :,, . lV. H an_nah, 6 b. Oct. 7, I j64 . 

351. V. Aafon,6 b. Aug. 25, 176g. 

(137.) Franciss Towne (Danic/,4 :;oscp/t,3 EdJJ11ozd, 2 lVil­
lian11). b. at Topsfield. July 27, 1737; n1arried Phebe, dau. 
of -- To,vne, Feb. 26, 176o. He \\·as deacon of the 
church in Topsfield, \\·here a laiie, near his residence, is 
still called "Frank's lane." He \\·as a soldier in the French 
\Yar, and ,vas at Lake George. He removed to Rindge, 
N. H., and his estate ,vas settled at Jaffrey, in -1809. Their 
children \\·ere: 

352. i. Phebe,6 b. April 6, 1763; md Abraha1n Pierce. 
3_;3. ii. Rebecca.6 b. June 4, 1765; n1d Robert'Dwin­

nell, June 23, 1785. 
+ 354. 111. Francis, Jr .. 6 b. Sept. I, 1767; md Relief Hus­

ton, Nov. I 2, 1789. 
355. iv. Sarah,6 b. !\larch 13, 1769; n1d S. \Vhitcomb, 

Oct. 20, 1788. 
+ 356. v. J oshua,6 b. Sept. _27, 1773; md :\Iary Chad\\~ick. 

357- ·vi. Lydia,6 b. l\Iarch 24, 1775; md ::\I. D,vinnell, 
Oct. 31, 1795. 

• 

358. vii. Deborah,6 b .... ;\pril 17, I 777; md John Emory, 
· Dec. 25, 1806 . 

359. v111. Kate,6 b~ Jan. 7, 1780; md Gates Rand, Nov. I, 

1803. 
+ 360. ix. Greene,6 b. 1\Iay 25, 1782; md Lucy Rand, 

Feb. 13, 1810. 

Compil,-r'.>' ]Vote: 
Theauthorof':THE HISTORY OF RI~IJGE, X. H.,"says that Dea. Franciss 

Towne, Xo. 137, had an older daughter, named Lydia,6 born Dec. 1, 1761, 

who died April 15, Iii3; also that l 1hebe,6 the second daughter, after the 
death of her first husband, _.\braham Pierce, Sept. 12, 1So2, married for 2d 
husband, Dec. 3 I, I 8o6, Lieut. K athaniel Thomas, of ~I iddleton, l\Iass. He 
also calls the husband of Rebecca, 6 X o. 353, Barth,mtc."';JJ D. in:;tead of Robert, 
and also says Sarah, 6 X o. 355, died unmarried, Oct. I, I 85 I ; also, between 
Deborah,6 Ko. 358, and Kate,6 ~o. 359, gives them another daughter, born 
Sept. 27, 1779; died same day. Thus gi\·ing the worthy couple eleven 
children.-E. H. 
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(139.) Thomass Towne eJcssc,4 :Joscph,3 EdJJuoul, 2 Iril­
lla11z1). 

361. i. 
\ 6 .. 3 2. 11. 

363. 111. 

364c iv. 
365. V. 

N oah,6 b. April 
l\lary,6 b. 
Josiah,6 

~­

Thomas,6 b. 
Israel,6 b. 

1756. 
d. unmarried. 
n1<1 Elizabeth \Vakefield. 

(144.) Samuels Towne (Anzos," yoscph,3 Ed11z1tnd,2 IVil-
lia1n1). His children ,\·ere: 

366. i. H uldah,6 b. 
367. ii. San1uel,6 b. 
368. 111. l\Iary,6 b. 
36g. iv. Hannah,6 b. 
370; v. An10s,6 b. 1-Iay 9, 1Ji2-

SA)IUELS To,,·xE, above, married Hannah ,,r akefield, 
and removed to N e,\·field, l\1e. 

(145.) Amoss Towne (A111_os,4 Joscph,3 EdJJu111d2 IV11i. 1
), 

\\"as a Lieut. in the Continental Army, in the Company of 
Capt. John Elden, stationed at Dorchester heights. He 
married 1st, Jane Smith, by ,vhom he had I I children; and 
2d, Sarah 11iller, "·ho brought him 6 more, as follo,vs: 

371. i. Robert,6 b. l\iiay 3, 1761. .. 
372. 11. 

373. 111. 

374. 
. 
lV. 

375. v. 

376. 
. 

VI. 

.. 
377. Vll. 

378. 
... 

VlH. 

Amos,6 b. Feb. 6, 1763; d. 1Iarch 6, 1763. 
l\-lary,6 b. April 16, Ii64; d. 1\Iay 6, 183 I; rod 

Benjamin Gould . 
Amos, 6 b. Jan. I 4, I 766. 
Elizabeth,6 b. 1\Iay 28, 1768; d. Oct. 17, 1793; 

rod Ephraim Abbott. 
Daniel,6 b. Oct.- 7, 1770; d. Oct. 1827; 

unmarried. 
Benjan1in,6 b. June 3, 1773; d. July, 1823; 

unmarried . 
Jane,6 b. l\Iarch 18, 1775; md John \Yhitten. 



. 
379. IX. 

380. X. 

381. xi. 
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Jessic,6 b. l\Iarch 5, Iii7-
Ezra,6 b. Nov. 7, Ii8o; md Betey \\'."hitten. 
Alice,6 b. ~lay 24, Ii84; ind John Lord. 

382. xii. Lydia:-6 b. June i, I 78 5; n1d Daniel Nason. 

4i 

383. x111. Susan,6 b. Aug. 14, 1786; n1d Da\'id Lord and 
John Bickford. 

384 xiv. Joseph,6 b. Sept. IO, liSS; md 11ary l\1iller, 
and d. in the \Vest Indies, in I 8 32. 

385. xv. Lucy,6 b. Feb. 9, 1j90; md Johnson Patten. 
386. xvi. Jeren1iah,6 b. Oct. 26, 1791; d. April 15, 1808; 

unn1arried. 
387. xvii.John,6 b. April 9, 1793; d. Aug. 28, 1809; 

unn1arried. 

(146.) Daniel5 Towne (A.1J1os,4 :Joscph,3 Edvzund,2 lF'il­
lia11z1), b. at Kennebunk Port, l\le., Oct. 28, Ii 39; n1arried 
Elizabeth Dorn1an, "rho "ras b. Sept. 4, 1752. Their chil­
dren ,vere: 

388. 
. 

Daniel,6 b. Aug. 28, li73-1. 

389. 
.. 

Eunice,6 b. Oct. Ip, 1775 . 11. 

390. 111. Elizabeth,6 b. Aug. 20, I 777. 
. 

Sarah,6 b. Feb. 6, 1780 . 391. IV. 

392- V. Samuel,6 b. June I, I 782. . 
?\Iary,6 b. l\Iarch 30, I 784 . 393. Vl. 

. . 
Ruth,6 b. Aug. 17, 1786 . 394- Vll. 

395. Vlll. \Villiam,6 b. Nov. 2, 1788. 
396. 

. 
Stcphen,6 b .• .\pril 17, 1791. lX. 

397. X. J edediah,6 b. Oct. 24, 1 i93-
398. 

. 
Amos,6 b. Oct. 24, I 796 . XI. 

(149.) Samuel 5 Towne (Sa11zucl,4 s·a1nue/,3 Ed11111nd/ 
1'Villia11i,t), b. at Topsfield, Aug. 8, 1727; married 1'.Iary, 
dau. of Richard To\\·ne, No. ; he d. April 29, I 790, ce. 63: 
and his wid. d. l\-Iay 21, 1816, ce. 87. Their children \\·ere; 

399. i. Elizabeth, 6 b. Oct. 2 I, I 7 49; d. 
400. ii.. Thomas,6 b. Nov. 14, 1752; mdSarah Cole. 
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401. 111. 

. 
402. JV. 

403. V. 
. 

404. VI. 

405. Vil. 
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R.icha1·d.6 b. :\larch S, 17 5 5 ; n1d Jane Corey, 
Dec. 9, I 777 . 

l~nos.6 b. Aug. 4, 17 59; n1d Elizabeth l\'1oorc. 
::\Iary,6 b. June 1, 1763. 
l~lizabeth.6 b. ~lay I 2, 1766 . 
.A.llen,6 b .... -\pril 26, 1769; d. :\larch 1, 1783. 

(158.) Elijahs Towne (Is,~a1.-/;1 yohn,3 7acob,2 lVilliaJJi 1
), 

b. at Oxford, Feb. 16, 1719; 1narried Lydia Lock; and re­
n~oved to \Yarwick, \\·here she d. ;\pril 9, . 1771. Their 
children "·ere: 

406. i. Ebcnezer,6 b. Sept. 22, I 7 44. 
407. 11. Lydia,6 b. _..\.pril 4, 1746. 
408. 111. :\Ierrian1,6 b. Sept. 25. 1748: 
409. iv. Elias, 6 b. Oct. 1, l 7 50. 
410. v. I~zekiel,6 b. Aug. 27, 1753. 
411. vi. Elijah,6b. July 8, 1754. 
412. vii. :\Iary,6 b .... .\ug. 2, 1756. 
413. vn1. Tin1othy,6 b. April 9, 1758. 
414. ix. Lois,6 b. Sept. 2, 176o. 
415. x. Lydia,6 b. Feb. 26, 1763. 
416. xi. ::\Iirian1,6 b. :\larch 30, 1765. 
417. xii. ::\Iary,6 b. Jan. 12, 1768. 

( 159.) Moses; Towne (Isracl,4 yolu1,3 7acob,2 lVillia111 1
), 

b. at Oxford, .A.ug. 14. 1721; married Bethia Reed. Their 
children ,vere: 

418. 
. 

Joseph,6 b. July 24. 1747 . l. .. 
Esther,6 b. :\larch I, 1750 . 419. 11. 

420. 111. Elias,6 b. Oct. 8, I 7 54. . 
Sarah,6 b. ~lay 2, I 757 . 421. lV. 

( 161.) Israels Towne (ls1-acl,4 yohn,3 yacob,2 lV£lliani 1
), 

b. Feb. 12, Ij:27; married Naomi Stebbins, Oct. 17, 1754. 
She ,va:, b. Xov. 9, 1732, and d. Feb. 12, 1827. He d. at 
Belchcrto\\T1, Dec. 1805, a!. 77. In 1749, he purchased land 
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at Cold Spring, no,,· Belcherto,,·n, l\lass.; ,,·here there chil­
dren were born: 

. 
422. I. .. 
423. 11. 

424. 111. 

425. lV. 

426. ,~. 
. 

427. Vl. 

428. Yii. 
429. Vlll. 

. 
430. IX. 

43 I. X. 

+432. xi. 

A1n·asa,6 b. _l\Iay 18, 1755; n1d l\Iargaret Smith . 
Jonathan,6 b. Dec.24.1756; n1d l\Iary Holbrook 

and l\Iirian1 \Yarncr. 
\ Villian1, 6 b. Jan. I 6, 1759; md Asenath Root. 
Joseph,6 b. Feb.22.1761; 111d J-fannah Colen1an. 
Lucretia,6 b .. A.pril 14, Ij63. 
Bcnjarnin,6 b. Aug. 4, I j65; md l\lary Shu1n­

,vay; Lois Kenney, and J e~1in1a Sterling. 
Abner,6 b. July 19, I j67; n1d I{ezia Fairfield. 
Kaon1i,6 b. l\Iarch j, Iii0; 111d Nathaniel Tal-

n1adge. 
Rebecca,6 b. Sept. 9, I 772; n1d \Yilson \Vhite . 
Susannah,6 b. Dec. 8, I 77 4; n1d Job Holbrook. 
Salen1,6 Hon, b. l\larch 5, Ijj9; n1d .Abagail 

King. 

AL"THORITIES.-Topsfield and Oxford TO\vn Records; Belchert0\\71 Rec. 
Hamp.shire Registry of Deeds; and Correspondence of Hon. Salem TO\\"ne 
(Xo. ), LL.D., of Aurora,);.\". 

(165.) Silas5 Towne (Ephraz"JJz, 4 :yohn,3 7acob,2 IVillza111 1 ), 

b. l\Iarch 14. Ii22; married Susannah Lock; ,,·as a deacon. 
resided at Oxford and \\·an\·ick. Their children ,vere: 

433. i. Susannah, 6 b. ~I arch 6, I 7 46. 
434. ii. Ephrairn,6 b. Jan. 18, 1748; d. 
43 5. 111. .i\.sa.6 b .. ..-\. pril I 3, I 7 49. 
436. 1v. Sarah/> b. Aug. 23, Ii 5 I. 

437. v. Ephrai1n.6 b. Aug. 14, 1753; md Huldah Gale. 
438. vi. Silas,6 b. Aug. 7, 1755. 
439. vii. Lydia,6 b. July 15, 1757. 

+440. v111. Thon1as,6 b. Dec. 25, 1759; md Ruth Dutton 
and 11ary Coleman. 

441. ix. Edn1und,6 b. Aug. 6, 1764; md Nancy Fisher. 

( 166.) Edmunds Towne (l:.pl1rai111, 4 70/u,,37acob,21Vi/-
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lia11i''). b. at Oxford,· Aug. 19, 1724; n1arried i\bagail, dau. 
of Jonathan Brewer, of Framingha1n. She was bapt. ~I arch 

' 
29, 172-+. In· l\Iarch, 1756, he ,vas described as "of Fort 
11assachusctts." purchasing of David Brc\\·er, son of Jona­
than, deceased, a piece of land in NC\\" Framingha1n, bcit1g 
Lot X o. 9. The f ollo\\·ing year, he sold the land for the 
same price he had paid, £ 19, 19s., r Id. His ,,·ife d. in 
1772, and he in 1779. Their children ,vere: 

442. i. .1.-\.bagail, 6 b. I 7 56; n1d John Knight. 
+443. ii. Edmund,6 b. 1758; md Lydia Luce 

444. 
445. 
446. 

and \Vid. Polly Sabin. 
111. Catharine,6 b. 1760; ind Stephen Patchen. 
iv. David,6 b. 
v. l\-Iartha,6 b. 

. 
447. ,·i. Jonathan, 6 b. n1d -- Clark . 
448. 
449. 

.. 
\"11. 

,·111. 

Prudence, 6 b. Nov. 9, I 766; md John Kingsley. 
Silas, 6 b. Oct. I 768. 

(168.) Jacob:; Towne (:Jo11athan, 4 :John,3 7acob,2 lVil­
lta11i1), b. Oct. 20, I 720, at Oxford; married l\Iary, dau. of 
~ev. John Can1pbell, first n1inister of Oxford. She ,vas b. 
Feb. I I, I 724- He \Vas in the old French \ Var, and d. at 
Fort Ed\\·ard, N. Y., Oct. 18, 1755. His ,vid. n1arried 
Joseph T\,·iss, of Charlton District. The children of Jacobs 
and l\iary ( Ca111pbell) T o,vne, ,\·ere: 

Esther,6 b. Nov. 7, 1743 . 
. 

450. 1 • 

. 45 I. ii. J onathan,6 b. Jan. 19, 1745. 
+452. 111. Sale1n,6 b. Oct. 21, 1746; n1d Elizabeth :\Iayo 

and Ruth l\1oore and 3d, \Yid. Comer. 
453. h·. John,6 b. Dec. 5, 1748~ 
454. v. Sylvanus,6 b. Feb. 15, 1750; md nfargaret \\.at-

son and Ruth Hovey. 
455. vi. Ichabod,6 b. July 12, 1752. · 
456. vii. \\7illiam,6 b. Feb. 4, 1754; md l\-Iary Reynolds. 
457. viii. Jacob,6 b. Oct. 20, 1755. 
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( I i2.) J ohn5 Towne"(y,nu1tha11, 4 7ohn,3 yacob,2 1 Vi/lia,u~), 
\\·as b. Dec. 15, l i .:.!S, and n1arricd Dorothy Pratt, .. t\.pril 9, 
I i6I. He ren10\:ed to Otsego Co., N. Y .. about A.D. 1800. 

Their children ,,·ere: 

• 458. 
. 

Catharine,6 b. Feb. 23. 1762. 1. 

459. 
.. 
11. Tan1ar,6 b. n1d Putnam . 

460. 111. John,6 b. n1d Dolly Gould. 
461. 

. 
Daniel,6 b . JV. 

(Ii4) Josiahs Towne (:Jonatlzan, 4 :John,3 yacob,2 1Vil­
lia1n1), b. Aug. Io, I 7 34; married Susannah R~ch, .,:\ug. I 3, 
1756. He ,Yas in the ,var of the Revolution, and d. Feb. 
14, I 82 r. She d. N' ov. 2 5, I 7 88. Their children ,,·ere: 

462. i. Catharine,6 b. 1\Iay 23, 1757; md John Fitz. 
463. ii. Susannah,6 b. June S, 1759. 

+464. 111. Josiah,6 b. Aug. 12, 1761; md Dorothy Hill. 
465. iv. Richard Rogers,6 b. iiay 2, I 764; md l\1ary 

Coburn. 
I 

(181.) Jamess Towne (SaJJzuc/,4 70/uz,3 7acob, 2 IVillz"a11z 1
), 

b. at Oxford, Oct. I I, I 722; married .A.nn Blood, in 1747. 
They ren10Yed to Belcherto,Yn, ,,·here he d. about 177.4. 
Shed. Kev. 25, 1788. Their children \\·ere: 

466. i. Sarah, 6 b. 
467. ii. Kezia, 6 b. 
468. 111. James,6 b. 

(182.) Thomas5 Towne (yohn, 4 :Joluz,3 7acob,2 IVillia;n,1), 
,vas b. at. Oxford, ::\Iay 26, Ij29; married Hannah, and re-
1noved to Gardner, :\le. Their children ,\·ere: 

46g. i. Sherebiah, 6 b. 
470. ii. Ephrai1n,6 b. md Lucy Ballard 

a~d Eunice Stackpole. 
4i I. 111. Ed ,\·ard, 6 b. 
472. iv. Solomon, 6 b. 
473. v. Hannah/> b. 
47 4. vi. Elizabeth, 6 b. 
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(183.) Abners Towne ("'folu1,_. 7,,h11,3 :Jacol,,2 lFii/i,vu 1 ), 

b. at Oxford, :\larch 1 I. I 7 3 I ; n1arried Susanna Dana, and 
rc1novcd to Dun11ncrston, "\.~t. Their children ,,·ere: 

+47 5- i. Da\·id Dana,6 b. I; 58; n1d three \\"i\'es. 
+476. 11. Phineas.6 b. .A.ug. 1, 1762; n1d \ \"id. La\·inia 

Bo\·den . ., 

477. 111. Perley,6 b. 111d Phebe Butler. 

(184.) Isaacs Towne (7oh11, 4 :Joltn,3 :Jacob.2 1Villia11t'), 
b. at Oxford, .-\.ug. I 7, l 7 3 3; 1narricd I-I uldah Pratt~ and d. 
in I ;7 5. His· wid. rnarried San1ucl Bixby; ,vho ren10\·ed to 
Bethel, ::\le., \\·here she is reported to have d., at the ag-e of 
one hundred and four Years . ., 

The children of Isaacs and Hu ldah ( Pratt) To,vnc, \\·ere: 

478. i. 
. . 

479. ll. 

480. 111. 

48 I. i\~. 
48.2. ,·. 
483. Vl. 

Huldah,6 b. Xo,~. 22. 1759; 111d Jonathan Harris. 
Elisha,6 b. Dec. 3, 1763 . 
Alexandcr,6 b. Dec. 3~ 1765. 
Daniel, 6 b. Jan. 3, I 768; d. 
Rufus,6 b. Dec. ;. I 770. 
Isaac,6 b. July 19, 1775. 

(189.) Simons Towne (7oh11,4 yoltn,3 yacob,2 J-Villia11z 1
), 

,vas b. at Oxford, Feb. 2 5, I 7 48; n1arried ::\Iary Pike; re-
, sided at Oxford till I iSO; then at Charlton, at Dudley, 

and at Ashford, Conn., and d. at that place in Dec., I 837, 
ce. nearly 90 years. His ,\·id. d. in I 838, ce. 93. Their 
children ,\·ere: 

+484. i. Daniel,6 b. l\Iarch 12, I 77 I; n1d Azubah Dag-
gett. 

+485. ii. Thon1as,6 b. :\Iay 16, 177.2; n1d 1\Iary Kelly. 
+486. 111. Amos,6 b. Feb. 25, 1774. 
+487. 1v. J oel,6 b. :\larch 1.2, 1776; n1d Elizabeth \Villard. 

488. v. John,6 b . .t\ug. 12, li77-
489. vi. l\lary,6 b. Jan. 24, I i79-
490. vii. Sarah,6 b. ~lay 16, 1781; n1d Jacob Sly. 



• 

~91. \·111. 
. 

492. lX. 

493. x. 
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George,6 b. Dec. 9, Ii82; md Parthcna \Villard. 
Haonah,6 b. Nov. 22, 178-+; n1d Joseph Perrin . 
Simon.6 b. J u1y I 9, I i86. 

(191.) Samuels Towne (:Johu,4 yacob,3 7acob,2 l-Villiauz 1
), 

\\"as b. at 1·opsfield, I 7 17; n1d Eunice En1 n1ons, of Green­
\\·ich, \\·here he d. in Xov .. 1778, re. 61. His ,vid. d. July 6, 
·1 j84. Their children \\·ere: 

494. i. San1uel, 6 b. Oct. I 8, I 766; d. :\I arch 
495. ii. Hannah,6 b. :\lay 1 r, I 769; d. Feb. 
496. 111. R.euben,6 b. Sept. I 5, 1771. 

+497. h·. Elijah,6 b. :\Iarch ro. 1774; md Hannah Park­
hurst. 

498. v. Bethiah,6 b. 

(192.) J onathan5 Towne (70/111, 4 yaco_b,3 :Jacob/ JVil­
liaJJzx), \\·as b. at Topsfield, ~Iay 25, 1719; married rst, 
Sarah Fo\\·ler, of Hartford, Conn., \\·hod. :\larch 10, 1775, 
leaving 3 children; he married 2d, Abagail Hale, of Peter­
sham, bv ,,·hom he had 2 more children. He d. at Green-., 

,vich, Oct. 1. 1778, ce. 59. His "·id. d. Feb. 17, 1826, re. 86. 
Children: 

499. 
+500. 
+501. 

-o.., :, _,. 

503. 

. 
J. .. 
11. 

111. 

n·. 
,·. 

Sarah,6 b. Sept. 17, Ij67 . 
Jonathan,5 b. :\larch 15, 1773 . 
Ichabod,6 b. :\larch 10, I7i5; ind Lydia \Vhip­

ple . 
• -\bagail,6 b ... c\pril 18, 1777. 
Elizabeth,6 b. i\.pril 1779. 

(195.) J ohn5 Towne, Jr., (yohll,4 yacob,3 yacob,2 HTil­
lia111,r), b. at Topsfield, Dec. 5, Ij29. \Vhen 19 years of 
age. he ,vent \\·ith his father to Green,,·ich, ,\·here he 1nar­
ried :\Iary Thomas, b. at Hard\\·ick, Jan. I 1, 1743. He 
\\·as an acti,-~ participant in both the French and Revolu­
tionary \ \~ ars: and d. Jan. 9, I 820, ce. 90 years. His \\~id. 
d. Feb. 8. I 8.+I. ,e. 98 years. Their children n·ere:. 

4 



54 
. 

504. 1. 
. . 

""O"' , ,. 11. 

506. 111. 
. 

507. IV. 

508. ,-. 
. 

509. Vl. .. 
5 IO. Vll. 
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Jacob/) b. Xo\·. 24. 1762; d. July 5, 1777 . 
.A-\bagail,6 b. Jan. 19. 1764; d. June 25, 1767 . 
J ohn~6 b. Oct. 23. I i67; d. 
2\I ary. 6 b. Jan. 30, I 7 70 . 
Lucy,6 b. July 3, I 7 72. 
Bcthiah,6 b. Feb. 21, 1775; d. :\larch 16, 1775 . 
?\ athan,6 b. J unc 2 5, 17 78; 111d Elizabeth Rus-

sell. 
5 I 1. v111. Catharine,6 b . 

. 
( 197.) J oshua5 Towne (yacob,4 yacob,3 7acob,2 H1illian11

), 

\\'as b. Sept. 23, 1721; married Sarah Ball, Feb. 5, 1748. 
Their children ,vcre: 

512. 
. 

Jacob,6 b. Dec. 15, 1750; md Rachel Kane and 1. ,. 
:i\Iartha Hartwell. 

513. 
.. 

Lucy,6 b . 11. 

514. 111. J oshua,6 b. 1755; ind Sarah Peabody. 

5 I 5-
. 

Ruth,6 b. md Samuel Gould . JV. 

516. V. Sarah,6 b. md Fiske. 

(199.) Abners Towne (Gidt·on,4 Jacob,3 yacob,2 T-VZ:lliaJJtI). 
b. at Topsfield, Feb. 5, 1722; married Sarah Butler. Their 
children ,,·ere: 

. 
5 I 7. 1. 

+ 518. ii. 
519. 111. . + 520. JV. 

521. \'". 
. + 522. VJ. .. 

523. VII. 

524. Vlll. . + 525. IX. 

526. x. . 
527. XI. 

1Ioses,6 b. April I, 1747; m<l-Sarah La,vson . 
J abez/5 b. Oct. I 8, I 7 48. 
Jcn1in1a,6 b. June 2, 1750. 

• 
Eliphalet,6 b .. A.pril 13, 17 52; md J erusha --
J oel,6 b. July 3, 1754. 
_.\mos,6 b. :\lay 29, 1756 . 
Phebe,6 b. Nov. 12, 1758 . 
Hannah,6 b. Feb. 2, 176r. 
Solomon,6 b. Aug.· 30, 1763; md Lois Butler 

and Abagail Jenkins. 
Levi,6 b. Dec. 6, 1766. 
Susanna,6 b. Jan. 20, 1768 . 
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(200.) Gideons Towne (Gid,·0:1, 4 ya.cob,3 7,,cob,z 1Vil­
/i,111i1), b. at Topsfield. Feb. 2 1, I 724; n1arricd :\I artha. 
dau. of I'hon1as Stanley, .-\ug. 6, 1748. He settled at 
i\ttl~boro, whcr,~ hi:; ,\·ifc d. ~ov. 5, Ii99, ;c. 76. He d. 
Oct. 6, I 802, ~- 78. 'f heir children \Vere: 

+ 52S. i. 1~hotuas,6 b. J unc 7. I; 46; n1~ 

529. ii. I-Iannah,6 b. _-\pril 23, I 749. 
530. 111. Lydia,6 b. :\lay 7, 1756; d. Nov. 13, 1836. 

+ 531. iv. ..-\bisha,6 b. July I I, 1758; md Lucinda \Ycll-

5 ., .., ::, _,. 

533. 
.. ., 4 , ::, . 
.. ., 5 :, .) . 

V. 
. 

Vl. .. 
Vll. 

Vlll. 

n)an. 
Elizabeth,6 b. Dec. 13, 1760; d. Nov. 19, 1836. 
J ane,6 b. :\larch 21, I i63 . 
Benjan1in,6 b. Sept. 25, 1765 . 
Chloe,6 b. Feb. I I, 1770; n1<l Joseph Perry . 

' 
(204.) J abezs Towne (7ab1.~, 4 '.}acob,3 yacob/ l Vi"lliauzr), 

b. at 1'opsficld, ~larch 4, 1734; n1arried -- --, had 
one child: 
+ 536. i. :vroses,6 b. Sept. 6, 1757; n1<l Charlotte Under-

\\·ood. 

(207.) Jacobs Towne (yabc~,4 yacob,3 yacob,2 1Villian11
), 

b. at Topsfield, Sept. 2 5, 17 38; n1arriecl Susanna Bro\\·n, of 
13oxford, Dec. 9, I 762. He ren1oved to 
early as I 767, \\·here his \vife d. :\Iay 4, 

Keene, X. H., as 
·1793, ~- 5 I. He 

d. in 1830, a!. 91. Their children \\·ere: 
537. 1. J acob,6 b. • 
538. ii. Hepzibah,6 b. 

+ 539. 111. Daniel,6 b. July 
540. n·. :\lehitable, 6 b. 

md -- Prouty. 
I 766; md Sarah Banks. 

md \Villiam Balch. 

541. V. 

. + 542, VJ. 

+543. 
.. 

Vll. 

544- Vlll. 

Susannah,6 b. d. Aug., I 81 7; un-
married. 

An10s,6 b. Feb-. 25, 1775; md, Feb. 6, 1799, 
. Betsey \\:-right. 

J ohn,61?- Oct. I 7, I 777; md Susannah Grin1es . 
Samuel,6 b. 
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(208.) Elijahs Tov,.rne (yab,;::,• yacob,3 yacob,~ Irilli,1111 1 ), 

b. at Topsfield, Sept. I!, Ii 40; ,\·as a Re\·olutionary soldier; 
married Eunice D,\·innell, and d. at Londonderry, N. H., 
in I 803. Their children. \Vere: 

545. 
. 
1. Eunice,6 b . n1d John Nourse. 

546. 
.. 

John,6 b . 11. 

547. 111. l\lary,6 b. md l\iarcus Rolfe. 
548. 

. 
l\f oses,6 b . n1d Eunice D\,·inncll. IV. 

549. v. Lydia,6 b. md Joel Barrett. 
550. 

. 
Elizabeth, 6 b . md David Crowell. VJ. 

551. 
.. 

Elijah,6 b n1d Holt . Vll. 

(213.) Johns To\vne (E/isha,4 :.Tacob,3 Yacob:2 H"'i/lia111 1), 

b. at Bo,iford? Sept. 22, Ii40; 1narried Ann Cun11nings. of 
Ipsi.vich. He ,vas a Revolutionary soldier, and ,vas at the 
battle of Bunker I-Iill. I-Ie died at Boxford. leaving chil-
dren: 

+ 55 2-
553-
554~ 
,, -~ .,.,.,. 

+ 556. 
+ 557-

- -g ., , . 
+ 559. 
+569. 

561. 
562. 

. 
1. 
. . 
11. 

111. 
. 
JV . 

v. 
. 

Vl. .. 
Vil . 

Vlll. 

IX. 

X. . 
XJ. 

Asa.6 b. Xov. 14. Ij64-; md Dolly Lovejoy . 
Sarah,6 b. ::\larch I 2, I j66; md Josiah ... .\.dan1s . 
Anna, 6 b. Sept. 2. I 767; md Solon1on i\. verill. 
Amos,6 b. April 17, 1769 . 
John,6 b. Aug. 2i, 1771; n1d Lois Peabody. 
Solon1on.6 b. l\Iay 10, 1774; ind Lydia Goodale . 
Joscph,6 b. Oct. 22, 1777. _ 
Daniel,6 b. Sept. 30, 1779; md Hannah Harris. 
San1uel,6 b. l\Iarch 24, I 783 ; ind Charlotte 

Fletcher. 
Lucy,6 b. Oct. 3, I iS 5 ; n1d Da,·id Johnson. 
Olh·er, 15 b. 

(223.) Archelauss Towne (lsra,:/,4 7oscph,3 7oscpk~2 TV£/­
/ia11z1), was b. '1:t Topsfield in 1734, and ,vhen about 6 years 
of age, came ,vith his father to X arragansett, X o. 3, now 
Atnherst, N. H. He \\·as rcn1arkablc for bodily strength 
and po,ver of endurance. I-le 111d l\Iartha, dau. of Isaac 
Abbott, of :\Ionson, now :\1ilford, N". I-I. He ,vas com-
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1naridcr of a n1ilitary con1pany, in the Revolutionary \ r ar,. 
and d. at Fishkill, N. Y., in I 779, ~- 45 years. His \Yif~ 
d. Aug. 1773. ·ce. 36. Their children "·ere: · 

563. i. .A.rchelaus,6 b. 
564. ii. J ohn,6 b. 

(224.) Israels Towne (Israel/, Yosrplt,3 :loscph,2 Trit­
lia1n1), ,vas b. in Topsfield, Nov. 16, 1736; acc;on1panied 
his parents in their removal to Narragansett No. 3. He 
inarried, July 3 I, I 760, L;1dia, or Lucy? datL of Benjan1in 
Hopkins; and in 1 782, purchased a tract of land at Stod­
dard, N. H., for £800, and, immediately after, ren10Yed 
there. He ,vas an enterprising, active, and useful citizen, 
and d. at Stoddard, April 28, 1813, a!. 77 years. His pos­
terity are nun1erous in Stoddard and vicinity. Children: 

565. i. 
566. ii. 

+ 567. 111. 

568. iv. 
569. ·v. . 
570. VI. 

.. 
57 I. Vil. 

572. Vlll. 

. 
573. IX. 

Israel,6 b. June 14, 1761. 
\Yillian1,6 b. July 21,. 1763. 
Gardner,6 b. l\Iay I, 1765; n1d Lucy Bancroft. 
Benjan1in,6 b. ~larch 23, I 76i. 
Andrew,6 b. July II, Ij69. 
Lydia,6 b. April I I, 1772; cl. Aug. 28, 1777, ~-

5 years. 
Daniel,6 b. Aug. 20, 1774 . 
Hannah,6 b. ~.\ug. 28, I 7i6; n1d Ebenezer Ban­

croft, of Dunstable; d. Oct. I 872, ~- 96. 
I .. emuel,6 b. :\lay IO, 1782 . 

(225.) M9sess Towne (lsracl, 4 7oscph,3 7oseplt,z TVil­
lia11z1), b. 17 38, n1arricd l\Iary, dau. of Samuel Gray, of 
Amherst, Dec. 3, 1761 ; she d. Oct. 19, I 77 5, ce. 3 I years, 
and he F eh. 9, 1824, ~- 86. Children: 

•574. i. Sarah,6 b. Dec. 10, Ii62; md Joseph To,vne, 
No. 

575. ii. Samuel Gray,6 b. 2\lay 25, 1764; d. unmarried 
in I 848, «:e. 84. 
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:\Ioses~6 b ..... .\ug. 26, Ii66. 
---'Ji I· 
--s ,1 . 

IV. 

V. 

1Iary,6 b. Sept. Ii, Ii68; d. in Iii9, ce. 11. 

Elizabcth,6 b. Oct. 2i, Ii70; n1d True \V. Gil-
n1an . 

5i9-
. 

VI. Letnucl.6 b. June Ii, 1j73; d. in Iji6. 

(231.) Bartholomews Towne (E!islta, 4 Yoscp/,,::. Yoscp!t,2 
11·illia1111

), b. at Topsfield, .A.pril S, 1741; n1arried ~Iary 
Cun1n1ings. 1-Ie took part in the R.e\·olutionary strugf;lC, 
and d. at l'.Iilford, X. I-L, about 1800. His ,vid. d. about 
1822, c"e. 6.2. The,· had children: . 

580. i. :.Iary,6 b. 
+ 581. ii. Elisha,6 b. Aug. 28, 1 i75-

(232.) Thomas; Towne (E!islia, 4 Yoscplt,3 Yoscph,2 TI:--il­
l£a nz 1

), b. Feb. 8, Ii 43; n1arricd I st, Elizabeth, dau. of 
Joseph T o"·nc, X o. of Thon1pson. Conn., and 2d, Sarah 
Burton, of \Vilton, X. H. He re1n0Yed to Foxcroft, l\Ie. 
Their children \\·ere: 

582. i. Sarah,6 b. n1d \Villard Lund. 
+ 583. ii. Jo:;eph,6 b. Feb. 22, Ii7I. 
+ 584. 111. Tho1nas,6 b. Jan. 19, Ii73-

585. h·. Eli,G b ... ~ug. IO. 1774. 
+ 586. ,... Da,·id Burton,6 b. Oct. 5. I i7 5. 

587. vi. ~Iose~,6 b. J unc 2, I 7iS. 
+ 588. vii. ..Abel/ b. Sept. 9, 17 i9-

589. v111. San1ucl,6 b. J unc 19. I 782. 
59c>. ix. Francis Painc,6 b. ~lay 7, 1 i84; d. 1802, ce. 18. 
591. x. Abagail,6 b. Jan. 18~ 1786; md A1nos Fletcher, 

-9-, , ..... 
... 9., :, .,. 
594-

. 
Xl. 

. . 
Xll. 

Xlll. 

of Hollis. X. H. • 

Betsey,,; b. April 30, I 788; n1d Joshua Ho\vard . 
Sarah,6 b. ::\larch 4, 1790; ind Joshua Bailey . 
.:\Iary,6 b. :\larch 4, I i90; md Thon1as :\fcColly. 

(236.) Davids Towne (Da·,•id,4 yoscph,3 yo~cph,2 l Fil­
lt"ani1); b. at Topsfield, :.larch I 7, I 7 44; n1d Susanna A vc­

rill, ·and d. Feb. 26, I 8 1 5, a:. 7 I. Thci r ch ildrcn ,verc: 
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+595. 1. Ebenezer/ b. June 26, 1773; settled at Hodg-

596. 
.. 
11. 

597. 111. 

+598. 
. 
IV. 

599- V. 

+600. 
. 

VI. 

+601. 
.. 

Vll. 

don, l\'Ie. 
Sarah,6 b. Xov. 3, 1775; d. July 23, 1778 . 
:\lary,6 b. Dec. 29, 1777. 
David,6 b. l\Iarch 6, 1780. 
Sarah,6 b. Sept. Io, 1 j82. 

J oscph,6 b. Oct. 24, I 784 . 
Luke,6 b. June 12, 1787 . 

(242.) J onathan5 Towne (:Jonatha11, 4 yos_cph,3 7oseph,2 
l1Ti//ianz1 

), b. at Topsfield, .. April 28, 17 54, "·ent ,vith his 
parents, ,\·hen six years of age, to· their ne,v hon1e, in the 
,\·ilderness,.at l\Iunson, no,v l\filford, N. H. In Oct., .1783, 
he 1narried :\Iarv, dau. of San1uel Blanchard. She ,vas b . ., 

Feb. 6, Ii48, and d. April 14; 1'829, c:e. 81. He ,Yas one of 
the founders of the church in l\Iilford, lived on the sarne 
farn1 for eighty years, and seemed a fair probability that 
he \\'ould lh'e to con1plete a century, but for a f e,·er, ,vhich 
caused a rapid decline, and he d. Dec. 3 1, 1842, ce. 88. 
Their children ,,·ere: 
+602. i: Jonathan,6 b. Aug-. 6, 1784; n1d Clarrissa Hoyt. 

603. ii. David,6 b. Jan. 18, i'786. 
604. 111. l\Iary-,6 b. :Nov. IO, 1787. 

(245.) Aarons Towne (Jouathan,4 Yoscph,3 Yoscp/1, 2 I--V£!­
lia1111), b. at ::\Iilford, N. H.~ l\Iarch 14, 1761; married 1st, 
Abagail· Johnson, of Goffstown-, X. H., and 2d, J.1-Irs. Lois 
Stocker, of Andover, \'t. His children were: 

605. i. Hannah,6 b. Nov. 19, 1788; d. l\lay 23, 1810. 
606. ii. J\bagail,6 b. Jan. 22, 1791 ; md Joseph \Vhiting. 
607. 111. .A.aron,6 b. Jan. 20, I 794; d. July, I 8 IO. 

608. iv. Enoch Page,6 b. F~b. 5, 1796. 
609. v. l\Iary,6 b. l\iay 1, 1798; md Jan1es Stocker, 

Springfield, \ 1t. 
610. vi. Susan,6 b. Aug. 3 r, 1801; n1d Freeman Lyon, 

Landgrove, \rt. 
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(24S.) Ichabods Towne (:.lolll1,• Yohn,3 :Joscph,2 1 f ril­
lia1n1), b. at Tops.field, Xov. 26, 1 i29, ren10Yed ,,·ith his 
parents to Sutton, ,vherc· he n1arried J emin1a Stock\\·ell, 
Dec. 5, 175 I. They \\·ere both ad1nitted to the church 
there in I,~); and had 6 children bapt. They ,,·ere dis­
missed to the church in ~.\thol, Oct. 23, I 78 5, and he d. at-­
Gerry, no,v Phillipston, Jan. 7, I 794. Childr~n: 

61 I. i. Jen1i1na,6 b. Feb. 23, Ii55; md Noah Stoclnvell. 
+612. ii. Elijah,6 b. Jan. 13, 1757. 

613. 111. 

614- l\'. 

615. V. 

616. vi. 

:\Iary,6 b. Jan. 23, 1759 . 
... -\aron,6 b.Xo\". 15, 1762. 
I-Iannah,6 b ... -\pril 4, 1 i67; md Ziba Stock\\·cll. 

' Sarah,6 b. Feb. 12, Ii69; n1d Asa \Vesson. 

(250.) William3 Towne (:John,4 :John,3 7oscplt,2 1Vil­
lianz1), b. at Topsfield, Feb. 10, 1733; n1arried Catharine 
\"Vaite, at Sutton, Oct. 18, 1758. He \\·as a land surveyor, 
and remo,·ed fron1 Sutton to Royalton, F''"t., "·here he mar­
ried a 2d "·if e, and d. Oct. 28, 18 I I, in his 79th year. His 
children '\Yere: 

617. i. 

618. ii. 

619. 111. 

620. iv. 
621. \". 

6 
. 

22. Vl. 

6.,.., 
~.)• 

624-
625. 

.. 
Vll. 

Vlll. 
. 
IX. 

626. x. 

Elizabcth,6 b. Nov. 7, Ii59; d. unn1arried, Xov. 
7, 1808. 

~i\.nna,6 b. :\Iay 19, 1761; n1d D~a. An1n1i Faulk-
ner, and d. Dec. 5, 1817. 

\Villiam,6 b. d. in infancy. 
J ohn,6 b. Sept. 9, I 768. 
Jemima,6 b. md Silas Foster, of 

Bethel, \Tt. 
~Iary, 6 b. d. young. 
:\Iercy,6 b. d. young. 
\\rilliam,6 b. md Esther BellO\\"S. 
Sarah, 6 b. md Timothy Richard-

son, of \Vaterford, Vt. 
Thankful,6 b. md Isaac Richard-

son, of \V' aterf ord, \Tt. 
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627. 
. 

l\Ioses,6 b . XI. , 

628. 
.. 

Aaron,6.b . d. young. XU. 

629. Xlll. l\lary,6 b. md Isaac Clement, of 
Crcydon, N. H. 

(258.) Asa; Towne (yo/111,4 70/111,3 :.,oscplt.2 1F'il/ia1111
), 

,vas b. in Sutton; married Eunice, dau. of Isaac T O\\'ne, 
No. His estate \\·as settled at Sutton, in 1816. His chil­
dren ,vere: 

630. i. 
631. ii. 
632. 111. 

Eunice,6 b. 
Dorcas,6 b. 
Anna,6 b. 

rod Ebenezer Trumbull. 
n1d Peter Trumbull. 

(260.) Bartholomew5 Towne ( Bartho!o1J1c-;,c1,4 7oh11,3 
yoscph,2 FVi!liaJJt,1}, b. at Sutton, Dec. 10, 1742; n1arried 
Betsey Ric~, Jan. 22, I 767, and removed to \Vindsor, Berk­
shire Co. Their children ,vere: 

633. i. 
634. ii. 
635. 111. 

636. iir. 

Aaron,6 b. Nov. 10, 1767. 
Peter,6 b. Nov. IO, 1768. 
Oliver,6 b. Oct. I 3, 1773. 
J onathan,6 b. Sept. 25, 1778. 

(262.) Reuben5 Towne (Bartholo1nc,t 1,4 yohn,3 yoscph,2 
lVillia11z 1

), ,vas b. at Sutton, July 29, 1746; married Sarah 
Dodge, July 7, 1767. His estate ,vas settled in 1775. 
Their children ,vere: 

637. i. Reuben,6 b. Sept. 12, 1770. 
638. ii. Sarah,6 b. I 774-
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PART THREE. 

Historical. Genealogical, and Biographical JI emorantla 
OF A P . .\.RT OF THE 

DECEXDAXTS OF THE FIRST Fn·E GE="ER . .\ TlOXS 

OF THE 

TO\VXE FA::\fILY IX AMERICA. 

Compiled mainly from family records and pri\·ate correspondence. 

SIXTH GE.1.Y~ERA 1101.·v. 
I (189.) . (F.) (20.) (6.) 

(48i.) Joel5 Towne ( Si11zon,s yo!tn,4 yohn,3 7acob/ 
H1illia,,1,r), ,vas born in the town of Oxford, }lass., ).larch 
I 2, 1 i76. He \\"as fourth, in a family of ten children. 
\Vhen he ,,·as about 4 years of age, his father removed to 
Charlton, the town adjoining Oxford, on the "·est. Of this 
to\\·n, incorporated in 1754, ·'Barber's Hist. Coll.," p. 561. 
says: "The lands of tliis to,vnship ,vere, at first, thought <?f 
very little Yalue, being rough and hard ·of cultivation, and 
the settle1nent proceeded slowly. In 1783, Rev. Archibald 
Can1pbel1 \\·as installed over the church her·e, and continued 
"·ith them for 10 years." He "·as a dire~t d~scendant of 
Robert Ca1npbell, a Scotchman, \vho en1igrated from Ulster 
County, Ireland, 111 I 719, and settled at \ 1 olunto\vn, Conn .. 
in 1723. One or more of his descendants intermarried \Yith 
the To,\·ne family; and he ,,·as also the direct ancestor of 
GEORGE C.6 CA)IPBELL ( Cltarlcs,s lsaac,4 Charlcs,3 Charlcs,2 
Robcr/1

), no\v one of the leading la,,·yers of Chicago. The 
family soon after removed to the adjoining to,\·n of Dudley 
bordering south on the Conn. line. They seem to ha\·e 



TllE Tt>\\"~E F.-\:\11 LY. 

rc1naincd here but a ='hort tin1e. a:; they are heard fron1, 
soon after. at \ \·oodstock. Conn., an<l then at .i\shford, in 
the san1c State. \,·here the father of the fa1nilv died in Dec., 

~ 

I 837, aged nearly ninety, and the n1othcr. :\Iary- ( JJikt·), 
died the next yt?ar. a~cd ninety-three. 

Joel·· 'fo\\·nc inarricd Elizab~th \Yillard. 
'fheir children, born at I)udlcy, :\las~ .. were: 

65 1. i. Cclc~tina/ b. Oct. 8, I 80 I ; 111d, Jan. 10, 1822, 

John Pope. of Tho1npson, Conn.; ,vho ,,·as 
b~ Sept. I ,99, and d. in the town of Son1er­
Yille, :\lass., Dec. 13, 1870: shed .. -\pril II, 

I 87 I, at the house of her dau., ::\Irs. P. :\I. 
Harwood, of So111en·illc. 1~heir children 
were: i. \\"illard. ,,·ho d. at the age of I I or 
1 2 years: ii. \ Vi llian1, who d. in _I 8 7 I ; iii. 
Louisa C., who 111<.1 P. l\I. I-Iarwood, and d. 
Jan. 8, 1876; _and i\·. :\Iary, who d .. A.ug. 25, 
ISj I. 

652. ii. George \V.,7 b ... -\.pril 15, 1804: who 111d, .A.pril 
12, I 847. Sally, dau. of l:lbridge and Rhoda . 
(Cook) Cass, who "·:is b. July 15, 1817,.and 
d. in the town of C nion. Conn., ... -\pril I I, 

I 8 5 r. I-I c ind, :\I arch 20, 18 5 3, for 2d \\·if e, 
\Vid. Hannah Squires; arid d .. \\·ithout chil­
dren,- Dec. 13, 1863. 

65 3. 111. .?\ clson Parker/ b. X ov. I, I 806, in the to\,·n of 
Dudley, \ \"orcester County, :\lass. I-le ,vas 
a thorough n1echanic, a n1illwright by trade, 
\\·as a successful business n1an, and much 
csteerne<l bv his fellow-citizens. He md. 

~ ' 

Sept. 1 o. I 828, :\I is:-; Julia ... -\. .. dau. of :\lose~, 
Jr., and Susanna ( To,i.!ltc) Dresser, of Dresser 
1-Iill, Charlton, :\lass., who \\·as b, Jan. 27, 
181 I, and d. July 16, 1870. He d. near 
Port!an<l, ~le., and \\·as buried at Charlton, 
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Se1nira P.,; b. 1\ug. 24, I 809: n1d, :\larch. 9, 
182S, Danforth Childs; _and d. Sept. 28, 1865. 

Oliver \Y.,1 b. :\larch 29, I 812: ind Julia Stoler. 
Betsey,; b ... A.pril 2 I, I 8 16; ind Gilbert Rose-

brook, by \\·hon1 she had three children, viz.: 

i. Alonzo G., b. Dec., 183i, ,,·ho n1d Abagail 
Griffeth; ii. _A.ngeline, b. July, 1840, ,yho 
md Dexter R.obbins; . and iii. Ellen, b. Feb. 
1845. i\fter the death of l\Ir. Rosebrook. 
his ,,·id. n1d Uriah P., son of David i\larcy_. 
of I-Iolland. 

65i- ,·ii. Rejoice Foster,7 b. June 15, 1819; "·ho n1d, 

.A.ug. 22, 1843, Elizabeth Chloe, dau: of Col. 
l\Ioscs C. and Elizabeth ( Ki11110') Session:;, 
of l"." nion, Conn. She was b. on the L+th 
day of ... .\.ugust, I 824, at l 7 nion, Conn., "·here 
they no,,· ( I 880) re~ide. They have had 
se\:en chiidren, and one grandchild, for a 
list of ,,·hon1, see Nos. 926 to 933. 

(No. 48;.) ::\Ir. Joel6 Towne, died at Ashford, C0nn., 

Sept. 24, I 86 3, aged 8 i-

(65 1.) Celestina7 Towne ( '.Joc!,6 Sin1~J11,s '.Joh11. 4 ~rl1/u1.; 

7acob/ n·i!lia,nr), 111arricd, Jan. 20. 1822, John Pope; who 
,\·as born at Thon1pson. Conn., Sept., 1799. 1"hcy had 3 
children; t'.\·o sons. The eldest died at the age of I 2 or 
I 5. The 2d son, \Yillian1,8 1narried and died about I 87 I. 
leaving a ,\·ido,,·, I son, and 2 or 3 daughters. John and 
Celcstina1 ( To,i.•1u·) Pope, had als'J I daughter, LoL·I~A C _t: 

(Pope), \Yho n1arried P. ?\I. Han\·ood, of Somerville. :\Iass., 
and died Jan. 8, I 876. ..\.t the house of this daughter, her 
father, :\Ir. John Pope, died Dec. 13, I 870, aged 7 I years 
and 4 1nonths, and al~o her 1nother, \\"id. Celestina7 ( l"o:i.'JIC) 

Pope, died ..--\pril I I, 187 I, aged 69 year:; and 6 months. 
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(653.) Nelson Parker7 Towne (J()c/,6 Si1no11,s 7olu1.1r 
:Johu,3 Jacob:Z IVillia111 1

), \\·as born at Dudley, l\Iass., No\·. 
1. 1806; and 111arried :\I iss Julia .A .... daughter of I\Ioses, Jr .. 
and Susanna ( Tc>,i.'11c) Dresser, of Charlton, :\lass .. Sept. 10, 

18.28. She \\·as born Jan. 2jth, 1811, died July 16th, 1870. 
1'heir children, born at Charlton, l\Jass., \\·ere: 

658. i. Alban N elson,6 b. l\lay 26, 1829; n1d Caroline 
An1elia :\I ansfield. 

659. ii. · :!\loses Dresser,8 b. Aug. I;, 183 I ; n1d Ellen 
\Vright. 

(659:) Moses Dressers Towne, son of N clson P.1 and 
Julia A. (Dresser) To\\·ne, ,vas born at Charlton, l\-Iass., 
Aug. I 5, I 83 I, can1e fron1 :\lass. to Chicago, and entered 
the service of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. 
as firc111an, and after\\·ard as locon1oti,·e engineer. He "·as 
in the e111ploy of the same Con1pany as train and yard 
master. In these \·arious positions he \\·as occupied for 
n1ore tha11 twenty years, acco1nplishing \\·ell, and to the 
satisfaction of his en1ployers, all the \\·ork assigned hin1. 
He has recently retired fron1 Railroad sen·ice, to engage in 
other business. On the fifteenth of Dec., 1855, he married 
l\Iiss Ellen \\"right, of Grafton, :\I~ss. 

66:>. 111. Lewis \Villard,8 b. Sept. 4, 1833; md Clara C. 
Cooper. 

661. iv. Horace Alonzo.8 b . .July 12, 1835; md Sarah 
E. ~I ill er and }::n1ma :\I. Scoville. 

f662. V. Sen1ira l\Iaria,8 b. Sept. 14, 1837; n1d Francis 
H. K ichols and H .. 111. J. S/1c!toll. "'./) I z 

=--~ t 1663. . I 
l 

664. 

665. 

666. 

. 
VI. 

.. 
Vil. 

Vlll. 

. 
IX. 

Sernantha Sophia,8 b. Sept. 14, I 837; md Geo­
E. l\larsh, April I I, I 86 I. 

Susan Elizabcth,8 b. Dec. 2 I, 1839; n1d Nor\·al 
N e\,·ell; and <l. the I 9th of Oct., following. 

Amelia Louisa,8 b. Jan. 8, I 84.2; d. Sept. 23, 
1856. 

l\'Iarcus :\Iorton,8 b. 1\-Iay 28, 1844; md Hattie 
L. Ayer. 
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(No. 666.) Marcus Morton3 Towne, youngest son of 
Nelson P.1 and· Julia ... -\. Towne, born at Charlton. l\:lass .. 
l\Iay 28, I 844. ca1nc to Chicago in I 862, ,vhcn about IS 
years of age, and. ha\·ing learned the telegraph business. 
entered the service of the C., B. & Q. R.ailroad; in .A.ugust. 
of the sa1ne year, \Yas pron1otcd, and located at ... -\urora. Ill. 
In the spring of th~ next year, he accepted an offer fron1 
the Chicago & X orth-\Vestern Road, and located at Ster­
ling, I 11. Frorn there he \\"as transferred to act as train 
dispatcher for the superintendent of the\ Viscon:sin Di,·ision 
of the san1e road; then to the office of the supt!rintendent 
of the Galena Division. In I 867, he \\·as sent to Boone, 
Io,\·a, as train dispatcher of the \ Vestern Io"·a Division. 
He_married, Jan. 19, i869, :i\Iiss 1-Iattie L.Ayer. In 1872, 
he accepted the appointment of assistant-superintendent of 
the Atchison & Nebraska R.ailroad, then con1pleted f ron1 
Atchison, Kan., to l.,incoln, Xcb.; and two \\·eeks after, 
,vhen the general superintendent \\"as killed by an accident 
on the line, the n1anagement of the \\·hole road \\·as placed 
in the hands of I\Ir. To,vne, and its duties discharged by 
hin1 satisfactorily, until :\lay, I 873, \\·hen he recei\·cd a call 
fron1 the );Io., Kan. & Texas Railroad, to act as superin­
tendent of the :\Iissouri Division. Subsequently, all the 
other Divisions \\·ere placed under hi:-; care; in all, some 
300 n1iles. In 1874, he left the railroad service, and be­
came the proprietor of ..:..\y-er's Hotel and Railroad Restau­
rant, at I-Iar\·ard, ?\IcHenry County. Ill., situated on the 
Chicago & :N orth-\Vestern R.ailroad, son1e 63 n1iles fron1 
that City; in \\·hich business he is still engaged. I-le is 
active, energetic, full of personal 1nagnetism, very popular, 
and successful in his business. 
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EIGIIT/1 GEJ.\TEJ?. • .--1 T/0_\~. 

(658.) Alban Nelson3 Towne (~\ ... clsou f).,7 Yocl,6 Si111011.5 

:Jo/111,4 :Jolt11/ 7acob, 2 1Villia1111
). 

667. i. EYELYX .:\:\IELL-\,9 b. Sept. 2. I 862. 

1'hc follo\\·ing sketch is taken fron1 "The Contc1nporary 
Biography of California's Representative :\Ien.'' 

IT is Jess than sixty years ago, that Thon1as Gray, a 
thoughtful n1an. stood, one day, near a coal· n1ine in tlic 
north of England, and \\·atchcd a srnall train of wagons. 
in1pcllcd by stean1 along a tran1,\·ay, "·hich connected the 
1nouth of one of the collieries of that district ,,·ith the 
,vharf at \\·hich the coals ,vere shipped. ·' \\"hy,'' asked 
Gray of the engineer, ., are not these tram roads laid do,,·n 
all over England, so as to supersede our con1111on roads: 
and stean1 engines cn1ployed to convey goods and passen­
gers along then1, so as to supersede horse-power?'' The 
engineer laughed, and replied: "Just propose you that to 
the nation, and see what you \\·ill get by it; you \\·ould be 
,vorried to death for your pains." But the idea of super­
seding horse-po\\·er by stean1, and the con1n1on roads by 
railroads, took possession of the brain of Tho1nas Gray~ 
and, after long perse\·erance, during which he ,,·as opposed 
by the great majority of. thinking and influential n1en, par­
lia1nent, in I 826, pa:;:;ed an act authorizin6 the construction 
of the first British raih,·ay, properly_ so called. To Robert 
Stephenson, ho,,·e,·er, is comn1only a,varded the honor of 
first constructing a rail way for general transportation. _A.nd 
the obstacles thro,\·n in that n1an's "·ay by all classes \\·ould 
probably be discredited at this day. Stephenson, himself, 
,vas once ducked in a fish-pond, by the Duke of Bridge ... 
,vater's servants, ";hile making a survey near the ground::; 
of the Duke. Lord Derby's f arn1ers, also, resisted the 
progre~s of Stephenson's surveying party. ::\Ien1bers of 
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parlia111ent declared that the proposed carriage would have 
to be stopped e\'ery tin1e it rained; one n1cn1ber said that 
a gale of \\·ind \\·otlld s,\·eep it front the track; another 
claimed that Stephenson "·as crazy, and that balloons and 
rockets \\·ere n1ore fea::;ible. One rabid opponent concluded 
a speech as follo\\·s: ''\Yhy, these lunatics clain1 that they 
can gallop at the rate of t\\·elve n1iles an hour, "·ith the aid 
of a dc,·il in the f onn of a locomotive, sitting as postilion 
on the fore-horse, and an honorable n1e1nber sitting behind 
hi1n to stir up the fire and keep it at ftill ·speed. I ,\·ill 
sho,\· that they cannot go six n1iles an hour, and that \\-·e 
can keep up \\·ith then1 \\·ith the canal." c:- pon the trial 
trip, ho,vever, o,·er the Stockton and I)ar1ington Raihvay, 
::\Ir. Stephenson dro,·e his own engine, ,vith a train of thirty­
eight vehicles, including t,,·enty-one ,vagons. ,vith passen­
gers, and a carriage filled \\·ith directors and their friends, 
at a speed of t\\·eh·e n1ilcs an hour. The first use of a loco­
n1otive in this country, ,,·as in I 829; and, in all probability 
the most talked-of e,·ent of that year, "·as its arriYal on 
the ship 701!11 :JaJ', at the foot of Beach Street, Kc,\. "\::"'" ork, 
in the n1onth of ::\Ia,·. This Iocon1oth·e ,yas called the -
Stourbridge Lion. and "·as built in England, for use on 
the railroad constructed bv the Dela\\·are and Hudson ., 

Canal Con1pan:y, in I 828, f ron1 their coal niines to Hones­
dale. 

On the t\\·entv-sixth da,· of the month, n1ade notable bv - - ., 
the arri\·al of the first locon1otive on this continent, A. N. 
To\,·ne \\·as born, at a_ ,·illage called Dresser l-Iill,· in the 
south part of Charlton, \Yorcester County, ~Iassachusetts. 
There ,,·as a peculiar and striking fitness in the coincidence 
of the birth of one \\·ho \\·as destined to control and influ­
ence, in a very· great degree, the utility of the ne,v po,ver, 
and the introduction of said locomotive itself. In the ''Ne\\·­
England Historical and Genealogical Register," 1J1e1noranda 
of the Towne family date back to the year i\..D. 1274, \\·hen 
they are found to have been established at .A.lvely, a village 
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in Shropshire, Eng. The lineage. as traced through suc­
ceeding generations. is an honorable one; about the year 
1640, the first of the nan1e, kno,,·n in the annals of local 
An1crican history \\·ho left descendants, \\"as an inhabitant 
of Sale1n, :\lass. This ,vas \ V 111. To\\·ne. the progenitor of 
111ost of the na1ne in the States of the An1erican union. 
The descendant of \\·horn this biography treats, ,vas the 
eldest of a f an1ily of nine children, consisting of five broth­
ers and four sisters, of \\·hon1 all are living at the present 
time, ,vith the exception of t\vo of the sisters. Alban re­
ceived a first-class hon1e education, under the influence and 
teachings of a kind and considerate father, and an amiable 
n1other, ,\·ho endeavored to impress upon his n1ind, among 
other thin6s. the honor and dignity of labor, and to incul­
cate principles of practical industry. Only lin1ited school 
advantages. ho,vever, ,\·ere allo\\·ed him•, as circun1stances 
beyond the control of either his parents or hin1self pre­
cluded the possibility of his entering the n1ore advanced 
institutions of learning. But he acquired the rudiments of 
a fair English education, and improved upon his mental 
storehouse by constantly taking advantage of every oppor­
tunity for obserYation; ,\·hich habit, to a great extent, neu­
tralized the deficiency of \vhat ,\·as in those days termed 
book learning. and enabled him, not only _at that time, but 
through an active and elevated life, to more effectually 
overcon1e all obstacles. 

On the early decease of his father, leaving a large family 
of children of tender years, Alban, in common ,vith his 
brothers \\·ho \\·ere old enough to ,vork, deeply felt the 
in1portance of putting forth every possible effort to assist 
the mother and those dependent upon her care. Although 
but eighteen years of age, and unable to earn much at a 
time and in a section of country ,vhere ,vages paid master-' . . 

\\·orkmen, e\"en, \\·ere sn1all, he felt all the more actuated 
by a desire to make his mother and the younger children 
as. comfortable as possible under the circumstances, and 
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fully recognized the necessity of labor, and bccarne i111-
pressed \\·ith its dignity and of the in1portancc of establish­
ing a reputation of the highest character, to the end that 
he n1ight enjoy the confidence and esteem of ali ,,·ith 
,vhon1 he came in contact. This and the uninterrupted 
affection he entertained for his n1other, together ,vith her 
desire to see her son succeed, anin1ated him in all of his 
early movements along the son1ctimes turbulent and 
dreary current of life, and his rapid successions to honor­
able positions -must be credited, therefore, to manly per­
severance and the fulfillment of filial obligations, rather 
than to that prominence often attained through that gern1 
generally denominated luck. £yen before the death of his 
father, \\·ho, being a n1illwright, and \\·ho, necessarily, ,vas 
a,vay from home a great deal of his tin1e, engaged in the 
erection of establish1nents that required the use of his 
n1ccha~ical skill, the subject of this sketch, for three years 
previous to his departure from ho1ne, had charge of, and 
ably n1anaged, the farm upon ,,·hich the family resided. 
At the age of seventeen, he entered into the service of an, 
uncle, ,vho \Vas extensively engaged in the business of 
house, sign, and carriage painting, in the neighboring to,vn 
of \Vebster, employing a large number of men. A~ the 
e~piration of a t,vo years' term of ser~·ice ,vith his uncle, 
he continued in the trade on his o,\·n account, but finding 
it not suited to his inclinations, and, besides, injurious to 
his health, he soon after abandoned it, and accepted a posi­
tion in a n1ercantile house of the san1e place. In a year 
fron1 this time, young T O\\·ne is found· employed, in the 
san1e business, at \ v· orcester, the county-seat, from ,vhence, 
after a residence of eighteen months, he removed to the 
to,vn of Danvers, having accepted an interest in a large 
mercantile business located at that place. Despite the 
bright prospects ,vhich this partnership' held forth, it 
proved unsatisfactory, and at the end of fifteen months, he 
retired and ,vent to Galesburg, Illinois, ,vhere tw·o brothers 
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,vcrc cn1ploycd upon the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy 
Railroad. His intention \\·as to continue in n1crcantile 
pursuits; but ·the general outlook at Galesburg, at that 
time, \\·as not encouraging, and he was about to proceed 
to Chicago, \vhen a po~ition as brakesn1an upon a freight 
train \\·as offered to hin1, through the intercession of one 
of his brothers, by Henry l-Iitchcock, the assistant super­
intendent, between ,\·ho111 and the recipicn_t has ~incc 
sprung up, and existed, a lasting friendship. One of 1Ir. 
Townc's notable characteristics is to decide quickly and 
act pron1ptly; the offer, therefore, \\·as at 'once accepted, 
thereby· changing, in a n101nent, the plans and destiny of 
a life. 

Reared a farn1er. n1echanically inclined, and trained a 
merchant, he possessed at this tin1e a knowledge of men 
and business beyond his years, but, reasonably, could not 
then have realized \Yhat he soon afterwards n1ust have 
learned in regard to the innumerable responsiblities at­
tending. and the unceasing vigilance demanded by, rail­
road service. " I felt satisfied,'' ~Ir. T O\vne has since been 
heard to say, '' that there \\·as very much to learn, and that 
integrity, perseverance, and good tcn1per, ,\·ere elen1cnts I 
should possess if I ,vould succeed." There ,vere neither 
rich nor influential friends to push hizn fonvard ; but 
energy of ,\·ill, integrity of purpose, and years of patient 
lal;>or have enabled· this truly self-made man to attain an 
almost unparalleled· en1inencc' in his chosen profr:ssion. 
Comprehending and encountering the many obstacles that 
lie in the pathway of success such as he has attained, he 
labored incessantly to accomplish every task undertaken, 
and every duty in1poscd, ho,vever difficult or arduous it 
might be, or seemed to be. . These efforts "·ere evidently 
appreciated by his superiors, as pron1otion from the lo\ver 
to the higher grades f ollo,ved in quick succession, enabling 
him to rapidly acquire a general knowledge of details per­
taining to the different departments, as ,veil as of the 
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duties and rt:sponsibilities devolving upon n1en occupying 
high official stations. Passing through the various posi­
tions of train, track, and station service, he soon became 
thoroughly acquainted with the duties thereof, and being 
possessed of a good kno\\·ledge of m_echanisn1, he took 
especial interest in the rolling stock, and n1ade himself 
fan1iliar \\·ith modes of construction and repairs. Naturally 
it \\·as not long before he suggested and introduced many 
improven1ents in all branches of the service. From his 
boyhood days, it .has been a habit ,vith l\Ir~ T o,vne to con­
stantly observe, study, and define the characters of men, 
and he appears to have particularly adhered to this prac­
tice during the earl)•· years of his railroad experience. And 
to his regret, he discovered that n1any of th~ members of 
his profession, ,,·ere men of ,veak 1norals; he ,vas, also, 
brought into cornpanionship ,,·ith others ,vho cared little 
.for the interests they subserved, and apparently still less 
for their O\\·n future; and there \\·ere son1e an1ong ,vhom 
he ,,·as thrO\\·n, as in all other kinds of service, \Yh9 ,vere 
jealous and suspicious of those \\'ho rapidly ascended the 
ladder of life. But by unequiYocally pursuing \vhat he 
deen1ed to be right. in all things, ?\Ir. T O\vne moved on­
,vard in a useful and active careeL and nobly surmounted 
all such obstacles. The struggle upon many occasions, 
"·as certainly against great odds, as there ,verc, at times, 
n1en of mark themselves ,,·ho failed to discover, or \\:ho 
pretended not to see, the reasons for l\Ir. Towne·s rapid 
·promotion to positions of trust and responsibility. At 
co1nparatively an early day in the history of his identifica­
tion, "·ith the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, 
he \\·as called to the general office of the company, in Chi­
cago, and received notice that he ,vas to serve as yard and 
train master. 1~his promotion placed l\Ir. To,vne ·n1ore 
than ever hitherto in close business relationship ,vith the 
general superintendent, Col. C. G. Hammond, one of the 
most superior raih,·ay managers our country has produced, 
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and a 1nan en1inently kno\\·n for his rare christian virtues; 
it resulted, as ~ matter of course, that a n1odel, such as :\Ir. 
To,vnc had de\·cloped hin1self to be, arrested the attention 
of the veteran superintendent, and after besto"·ing upon 
him a fatherly kindness, and extending 1nuch infonnation 
acquired by years of labor and experience, Col. Ham-
1nond soon after appointed :\Ir. To\Yne assistant superin­
tendent, \\·hich position he held for three years, \\·hen he 
accepted the general superintendency of the Chicago and 
Great Eastern Raih\·ay, connecting Chicag9 ,vith Cincin­
nati. At the end of the year, for \\·hich he had been en­
gaged, he became again attached to the Chicago, Burling­
ton, and Quincy Railroad, in the high capacity of assistant 
general superintendent. In the n1eantime, he had been 
made the recipient 0f several excellent offers, an1ong then1 
t\\·o very ternpting ones fron1 the Pennsyh·ania R. R. Co. 
He continued as assistant general ,superintendent of the 
Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Raih\·ay, how·evcr, until 
September, I 869. \\·hen he gave \\·ay to the alluring offer 
tendered hin1 by the managers of \\·hat he considered the 
greatest raihvay in the \\·orld, and he accepted, and at 
present holds, the general superintendency of the Central 
Pacific Railroad. Thus, it \Vill be see1i that this gentlernan 
has no\v given nearly a quarter of a century, the best por­
tion of his life, to his profession, and has· managed proper­
ties- that must have demanded _the greatest amou_nt of 
energy, tirnc, and talent, \\-hile his success _is, n1oreover, in 
a n1easure, the rc\vard of the long, honorable, and varied 
experience through \\-hich he has passed. 

Born at the very beginning of a ne\\. epoch in the his­
tory of this country's prosperity, he has been fortunate to 
li\·e through a period in \vhich are chronicled great events, 
and unexampled progress. The sun1n1ing up of the rail-­
ways of the \\·orld built during that time \\·ill sho\v the~ 
to nurnbcr nearly t,\·o hundred thousand miles; the lT nited 
States alone having upwards of eighty thousand miles, of 
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,\·hich, perhaps. a thirty-fifth part •is under l\ir. To,vrie's 
supervision, en1bra•cing t\,·elve different and distinct com­
panies. He also has under his control steamer lines on 
the navigable ''"aters of the Sacran1ento and Colorado 
rivers, aggregating over three thousand n1iles of transpor­
tation lines. . 

The duties devolving upon a general superintendent at 
the head of transportation lines of such proportions are of 
so in1portant a nature, that a never sleeping vigilance is 
required to fulfill the great and unceasing responsibilities. 
To efficiently discharge then1, and to properly protect the 
interests and rights of the co1npanies, the incumbent must 
possess certain special attainments. He n1ust have a 
thorough kno,,·Icdge of n1en, in order to select and organ­
ize efficient assistants as heads of the various departments, 
,vho are in constant communication "rith him on questions 
of con1plicated detail ?,nd matters of interest transpiring 
at all times o\·er the entire system under his control. He 
1nust ~eek every possible avenue of earning, and kno\\· 
exactly the cost of operating, so as to secure the greatest 
an1ount of revenue; he must be farniliar ,,·ith the wants of 
the trade of interior sections of country, and possess a 
know·ledge of their ,:arious products, and seek as n1uch 
traffic a_s it is possible to secure; he n1ust encourage and 
develop business, regitlate rates, pro\Yide means of transpor­
tation, at all tin1es, and direct in n1aking and changing 
time-tables; his judgn1ent must be called into requisition 
to decide, as it beco1nes necessary, for additional stations, 
tracks, buildings, rolling, and floating stock, and the repairs 
of the same; he must inspect and pass upon vouchers, 
examine reports, and inquire into the cause of accidents 
involving loss of life or damage t_o persons or property, and 
fairly and intelligently, and son1etin1es sun1n1arily, dispose 
of such cases; he n1ust give attention to the complaints of 
the patrons of the lines, and, indeed, listen to all persons 
aggrieved, and listen patiently, too, to many senseless mur-
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n1urs and demands; he is compelled to carefully dispose of 
all those ,\·ho press their claims for favors to the exclusion 
of others; he has, also, to meet deputations of n1erchants. 
fanncrs. mechanics, and others. and consider their proposi­
tions, "·hich are often of a nature de1nanding privileges 
and concessions that are inconsistent "·ith the policy of t~c 
company or the laws of equity. 

Personal magnetism, executive ability of a rare order, a 
concilitory spirit, and good address are the characteristics 
,vhich eminently fit l\Ir. To"·ne for his high position. No 
person entirely unfamiliar "·ith this great question of trans­
portation-the greatest and most in1portant of the age­
can for a n1oment co1nprehend the "·eighty and pressing 
n1atters he has to lay before, and sometin1es urge ,vith, the 
board of directors or n1en1bers thereof. ,vith whon1 he is in 
daily and hourly con1munication and consultation; yet, 
ho,v carefully and n1cthodically one so greatly pressed 
\\~ith business must act, so as to be prudent and economi­
cal ,vith his time, in the employment of each 1ni~1ute, is 
apparent to all business men. Of all the mon1entary trials 
\\·ith "·hich the position is beset, ho,,·eyer, there are proba­
bly none n1ore difficult to endure at?d overcon1e than the 
many appeals of the unemployed seeking positions, and 
the continual den1ands for the alleviation of distress. To 
discrin1inate bet\,·een capacity and incompacity, or between 
honest ,vorth an_d itnposition, surely burdens the thoughts 
and excites feelings of emotion, ,vhich must produce a 
great syn1pathetic strain upon a n1an of a sensitive nature. 

l\1:r. Towne ,,·as married on September 25. 1850, to ~liss 
Caroline .A.melia :\Iansficld. daughter of Asahel ~lansfield, 
of \Vebster, ~Iassachusetts, "·hose fa1nily nan1e appears 
conspicuously among the early settlers of Ke,\. England. 
The only issue of this marriage, ::\Iiss Evelyn .L-\1nelia 
To,vnc, ,._·as born on September 2, 1862. Fond of general 
society, and subject to its demands, and haYing a large 
business acquaintance in this and foreign countries, Mr. 
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To\\·ne's social circle is, of necessity, \·ery "·idely extended: 
yet he loves l~is hon1c so devotedly that the greeting and 
pleasure enjoyed there is far n1orc welcon1e to hi1n than 
that of any other place, and the grc:itcr part of his ti1ne, 
out of active business life, is spent ,vith his f atnily. He is 
an_d ever has been, a strictly tt:!111pcrate and prudent 111an 
in all things, is a gentletnan of polished, quiet, and unas­
sun1ing manners. In politics, he has ever been a staunch 
republican, taking an active interest in the ,,·elf are of the 
party, though ne,·cr seeking nor desiring any political 
po,ver or place. The benefactions and charities bestowed 
by hirn, ,vithout the ·slightest ostentation, are of daily 
occurrence. l\Ir. Towne is engaged in fanning and indus­
trial enterprises, outside of the railroad business. \\·hich in 
itself dcYelops the resources and increases the ,\·ealth of a 
country to a greater extent than any other. It is i1npossi­
ble, in this brief sketch, to do full justice to the achieve­
ments and usefulness of a life gradually, but unerringly, 
lifted from obscurity- to transplendent success and proini­
nence. · The lesson here involved is sufficient, ho,vever, to 
place upon the hill-tops of labor, as one of the beacons to 
the youths of the present day, ,varn1ing and encouraging 
every young heart aspiring after the strength and beauty 
of a perfect manhood. 

(660.) Lewis Willard3 Towne (J.Y£·lsou P.,1 yocl,6 Siuzon,5 

:Johll,"' yohu,3 yacob.'7 Hri/lianz 1
), ,,·a~ bon_1 at Charlton. Sept. 

4, I 8 33 ; n1d C Iara C. Cooper, of R.on1e, N. Y. ; lived at 
Charleston, S. C. They had one son : 

668. i. Lewis \V., J r.,9 b. :\larch 3, I 8 53 ; md Roxa 
Galtra, l\lay Ii, 1876,. 

Frollt "The U11itcd States Biographical .Dictio11a1J'· ~, Kansas. 
Fi,!t1111e, I 879. 

LE\VIS \\TILLARD T'O\V~E. 
(660.) · Le,vis \Villard8 Towne ,vas born in Charlton, 

l\1assachusctts, Sept. 4. I 833. He descended from an 
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English fan1ily that in1migrated to America in the six­
teenth century _and settled in N e,v England, "·here the des­
cendants have generally ren1ained. His great grandfather, 
No. 189, Sin1011.s To,\·ne, ,,·as born in l\-Iassachusetts, in 
1743, and hrs grandf:1.thcr, No. 48i, Joel6 To\\'ne, ,,·as a 
native of the sa111e State, and born in I 776. 

His father, Xo. 653, Nelson Parker1 To,vne, born in 
l\Iassachusetts, in I 806, ,vas a thorough mechanic, and by 
occupation a milhvright; he ,vas a successful business man, 
and highly esteemed as a citizen. Ile married l\Iiss Julia 
A. Dresser; Sept. 10, 1828, and his death occurred in 1844, 
leaving his ,vido,v ,vith nine children, of ,Yhom Le,,·is \'Vil­
lard ,vas the third. 

l\Irs. Julia A. To,,·ne ,vas a men1ber of a ,vell-kno,vn and 
pron1inent N c,,, England fan1ily, and ,vas born on Dresser 
Hill, Charlton, :\'Iassachusetts, July 2 7, r 8 I I, and died July 
16th, 1870. Her fan1ily name appears among those ,\·ho 
composed the officers \\·hen Charlton ,vas first organized, 
and do,\·n to a recent period has been extensively kno\vn 
in its history, and specially marked by the skill and great 
energi displayed in active business operations. Her 
grandfather, :\loses Dresser, \\·as a major in the Re,·olu­
tionary war. His residence, kno,,·n as ''Dresser Hill," is a 
site of grandeur, ha\·ing an extensive landscape view rarely 
excelled for its picturesque beauty. By the enterprise of 
1-Iajor Dresser, this "Hill" becan1e noted as a resort for 
n1ilitary rc\·ie,,·s and· "gen·eral _trainings" for many to\vns 
in the vicinity. These revie\vs ,vere held under his com-
1nand, and ,vere occasi.Jns of merrin1ent, congratulations, 
and hearty hand-shaking. The maternal grandmother of 
Le,,·is \V. 'f O\vne \\·as Susannah 'f o\\·ne, born ~lay 3, I 790, 
and died Xov. 12, 1865, aged seventy-five years. She ,vas 
of the same stock as his father's farnily; this branch sprang 
from Jacob T o,vne, born l\iarch I I, I 633, brother of Joseph, 
sons of \Villian1 To,vne. 

Seven children of~ elson P. and Julia A. To,vne are now 



78 THE TO\YXE FA~lILY. 

(1878) lh·ing. .:\lban N. To,vne, the eldest, resides in San 
Francisco, California, and is the general superintendent of 
th.e Central Pacific Railroad, en1bracing under his 1nanage­
n1ent, including ail the branches, about h,·o thousand n1iles 
of railroad, besides seven hundred n1iles of rivtr stea1nboat 
line. I-le has occupied this position for about eleven years. 

!\loses D. To\\·ne, the second son of 1\. P. To,,·ne, is in 
the en1ploy of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy _Railroad .. 
and resides in Ou inc,·, Illinois.· - ., 

The fourth son, Horace i·\.. To,Yne, is no,\·, and for se,·-
eral years has been, general superintendent of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, ,,·ith headquarters at Brainerd, l\1innesota. 

The youngest son, l\Iarcus l\I. T O\Yne, is proprietor of 
the hotel at Har,·ard Junction, Illinois, on the line of the 
Chicago & Xorthwestern Railroad. He, at one ti1ne, held 
the position of assistant superintendent of the Atchison & 
Nebraska Railroad, and also of the :\Iissouri, Kansas & 
Texas RaihYa r-

Se1nira is the \\·ife of ,Y. J. S~elton, of ,, .. ells, Elko Co., 
Nevada. San1antha is the wife of George :\Iarsh, of Naper-
,·ille, Illinois. , 

Le\\·is \Y. Towne \Yas reared on a farn1 and ,vas early 
accuston1ed to 1nanual labor. Bis education ,,·as obtained 
in the con1n1on schools of I\Iassachusetts, and consisted of 
a very correct kno,,·ledge of the English branches. .i\.t the 
age of fifte_en he \\·ent to \Yhitins\·ille, ::.\Iassachusetts, \\·here 
he rernained three years, engaged in learning the trade of 
a machinist. Possessed of ready perception and mechani­
cal genius, alv;ays ambitious to excel in \Yhate\·er he under­
took, he soon acquired a thorough kno,vledge of his pro­
fession, and became a very superior ,,·orkman. I-laving 
mastered his trade at the age of eighteen he ,,·ent to Fall 
River, :\Iassachusetts, and began ,,·ork as a journeyn1an 
n1achinist, ren1aining there about one year. .:\t the end of 
that time, the South presenting some attractions for an 
ambi'tious n1achinist, he ,,·ent to Charleston, South Caro-
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lina, and for one year \\·as employed in the railroad shop:; 
of the South Carolina Railroad. 

In 183.2, he quit the shops and beca1ne a locon1otive 
engineer. a business \\·hich he pursued until 1855. In the 
latter year he left South Carolina, and settling in Gales­
burgh, Illinois, obtained a situation as engineer on the 
Chicago. Burlington & Quincy Raih,·ay. At the end of 
three years he "·as made foren1an of the Con1pany's 
n1achine and repair shops, at Quincy. This place he filled 
three years, ,yhen in I 86r, he "·as selected as master 1ne­
chanic of the Quincy dh·ision of the road. 

In I 865, at the close of the "·ar, he became superintend­
ent of the machinery of the Hannibal & St. Joseph Rail~ 
road, and for four years acted in that capacity, to the entire 
satisfaction of his superior officers. At that tin1e, ~Ir. C. 
\\T. l\Iead ,vas the general superintendent of the road. 
Subsequently, the superintendency passed into the hands 
of l\f r. George H. :X ettleton, and in 1869, l\Ir. To\\·ne ,vas 
appointed assistant general superintendent. So thoroughly 
did he discharge the duties of this responsible trust, that 
four years later, in 1873, he ,vas made general superintend­
ent, and for t\vo years 1nanaged the affairs of that road 
,\·ith consurnmate tact and ability. 

In the spring of 1875, he \\·as elected general superin­
tendent of the Atchison & Nebraska· Railway. Under his 
direction and management, the trade and travel, oyer this 
route, has largely increased. Atchison has derived from 
it a large benefit, and steadily grown in population and 
,vealth, attracted thither by the advantages the road pre­
sents. 1~he section of country through \\·hich the road 
runs, cn1 bracing some of the finest agricultural lands in 
the \Vest, has been opened to cultivation and brought into 
proxi1nity \\·ith the great Eastern markets. . The beautiful 
valley of the Nemaha, a region of country, ,vonderfully 
rich in productive energy, has thus been made to contribute 
its proportion of material \Vealth, and has added largely to 
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the assessable property of the State. It \\·ill thus be seen 
that l\1r. To,\·ne's course has been steadily up,,·ard. By 
his energetic labor, he has "·on a position of profit and 
honor, and, by a life of integrity, he has endeared hin1self 
to the best n1en of the countrv. 

J 

But it is not alone as a thorough and con1petent railroad 
n1anager that he is to be ren1e1nbered. In the 1nultiplicity 
of his business engagen1cnts he has found time to n1ake 
himself a thorough f arn1er and stock-raiser. He owns a 
fine body of land near Clarence, Shelb:· County, ::\1issouri, 
,,·hich he cultivates ,,·ith great success and profit. This 
f arn1 (kno,,·n as Highland Stock Farn1) en1braccs several 
hundred acres of land, bet\vcen six and seven hundred of 
,vhich are incloscd, and in a high state of culti,·ation. He 
has besto,,·ed on this place a large amount of care and e~­
pense, and is no,\· re,\·arded in the rich returns. As a 
breeder of thorough-bred short-horn cattle, fe\\' have been 
so successful. i-\ sale of his stock, ,vhich was held in Dex­
ter Park, Chicago, l\Iay 19, 1875, ranks as the third best 
sale eyer n1adc in the t,: nited States. Thirty-nine head of 
short-horn cattle ,\·ere sold at public auction for $22,400, or 
an average of a fraction over $574 per head. He is still 

.! 
O\Vner of a very large and superior herd, ,vhich is second 
in value and in the purity of its strains to no other herd in 
1Iissouri. 

11:r. To\vne resided in Hannibal, ).lissouri, from I 865 to 
I 87 5, removing to Atchison, Kansas, in the latter year. 
He is a men1bcr of good standing of the :\Iasonic frater­
nity. He ,vas married Sept. I 2, I 8 5 I, to :\Iiss Clara 
Cooper, of Ro1ne, N e,v York, a lady of great amiability 
and attractiveness. Their only son, Le,vis \ V. To,vne, Jr., 
,vas born in 1853, married l\Iiss Roxie Galtra, of Jackson­
ville, Illinois, in 1875, and died in I8i7, aged t\venty-four. 
At the tin1e of his death, he ,vas employed in· the ticket 
departn1ent of the Atchison & X ebraska Railroad. 

Mr. Towne is a man of many excellent traits of charac-
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tcr. l~ncrgetic and pron1pt in the discharge of every duty, 
he lca\-cs nothing to chance or good fortune. Perseverance 
is one of his 111ost striking characteristics, and he 111akes 
hin1sclf thoroughly acquainted \\·ith the minutest details of 
the business he 1nay ha,·e in hand. His po\\·er of analysis 
and co1ubination and his fine executive abilitv are not the 

.; 

least ren1arkable outlines of his \,·ell-poised character. 
\ Yhilc engaged in business, his "·hole time and energy are 
directed to the skilful execution of his ,vork. His inge­
nuity is equal to every emergency, and his po\vers of or­
ganization and construction are of in1n1ense· benefit to hin1 
in his con1plicated railroad business. Syste1n, order, and 
dispatch arc "~ell developed and carefully cultivated, and 
his success in life i.s due, not so much to portentous circum­
stances as to the energetic, steady, unyielding perse\·erance 
\\·ith \\·hich he has prosecuted his business. 

In person, he is of rn~dium size. but "·ith a con1pact, 
,\·ell-knit fra1ne, and capacity for long continued labor. 

· I-Iis life has been one of incessant toil, but he attained good 
success bcf ore he had reached n1iddle lif c. .i\s a citizen, 
he is highly csteen1cd by all \\·ho have business or social 
intercourse ,vith him, \\·hile his business integrity, honor, 
and liberality are unquestioned in any community \\"here 
he ha:-. li\·ed. 

J unc 1st, 1880. ::\Ir.· To\vne ,\·as offered, and accepted, 
the position of general superintendent of the Kansas City, 
Ft. Scott & Gulf. and the Kansas ·City, St. La,\·rence & 
Southern R.ailroa<ls-this systern en1bracing near seven 

, hundred n1ilcs-with headquarters at Kansas City, :Vlo . 

.J.Vote ki' th,· Ct>mpilc.'r:-In transferring numbers from the fifth to the sixth 
generation, no attempt will be maJ.e to pre::-erve their consei:utr..'e o,·der; but, 
to avoid confu:-;ion from the frequent occurrence of the.same name3, as John, 
Jonathan, Jacob, etc.~ small figures, in circumflex, will be placed over the 
ancestral name-; of :-;uch transfers, indicating the serial number to ,..,·hich they 
belong.-E. II. 
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(66 I.) Horace A.8 Towne ( .v·t·!sc1n [>_.7 Yoc/,6::,"i11u111,s :rohu.-4 
Yoh11,3 7a,e7h/ lri/lia1n, 1

) ,vas born at Cha~lton. l\Iass .. July 
12, 1835; can1~ to Illinois in 1854, at the age of 19, and. 
like his brothers. engaged in the railroad sen·icc. con1n1cnc­
ing at the '•foot of the ladder:· by engaging as firc111an on 
a loco1notiYe, for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail­
road. 1'his "ladder;' ho,,·e,·er, often pro\·cs of sufficient 
length to bring into pron1incnce those ,,·hose heads do not 
··become dizz,·.'' 

Soon after engaging in tht: service of the Co1npany, he 
entered their shops at Galesburg. Ill., to learn the trade 
of engine building. During the three and a-half years 
of his e1nploy111ent in these shops, he acquired a perfect 
knowledge of the 1ncchanis1n of building and repairing­
locon1oti\·e en~ines.* 

During the follo,,·ing- six years, ~Ir. "fo\,·nc \\·as engaged 
as loco111otive engineer on the C ., B. & Q. and the Galena 
and Chicago L: nion roads. Soon after, he occupied the 
position of fore111an in the ~hops at G·alcna and Centralia. 

Subsequently. in I 865, on account of his \\·ell-kno\\·n 
1nechanical ability an<l exccuti\·e force, he \\·as offered. 
and accepted. the po::;ition of n1aster-n1echanic, on the 
central branch of the l~ nion Pacific Railroad. ...r-\.ften,·ard. 
he held the sa1ne position on the Hannibal & St. Joseph 
Railroad; and then the positions of n1astcr-n1cchanic, asst.-

+ C,,nz/Jill-r's .,\~,te·:-AJI readers of the:-e hiographic:il sl.:etche:-; who ha,·e 
listened to or read the lectures of Joseph Cook on "Heredity," may ,vell ask 
the question, From what ancestor of the ''Towne Family" comes the strong 
and succes-,ful predeliction to mechanical pursuits, so evident in se\·eral branche:; 
of this family? If we arc to credit thi~ quality to •'Heredity," it would seem 
that we must look for its origin as far back as tht: second generation, where 
the Phila<lelphia and Illinoi:; branche-, dh·erge. (~ee diagram on page I 15.) 
This quality seem:-- remarkably developed in both lines. If true, was it Pakr­
nal or )Iatemal? Sub~equcnt researches may en3.ble us to deduce a probabil­
ity. 

The anti-slavery proclivitie~, in some of the later generations, might, on 
this theory, indicate a close relationship between Peter Towne, of page 10, 

and the ancestor of the Salem Family, \\'illiam Towne; page 16.-E. H. 
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supcrintendant. and superintendant of the l\orthern Pacific 
Railroad, which high and responsible position he still 
retains. ~Ir. Towne is a gcntlen1an of refined rnanncrs: 
unas~urnin~, yet frank in all his dealings. I-Ie possessc~, 
in large measure, that rare quality of being able to !°'ay 
either \,.. es or X o in such n1anner as to give offence to fc\\\ 
and to convey the in1prcssion that the desircJ favor is 
granted. or \\·ithhcltl fro111 the kindest and best of 1noti\·es. 

(168.) (66.) (20.) 

(--4-52.) Hon. Salem(i Towne (:Jac(}/J, 5 7onatha11,.s, yohll,
3 

~) . 

:1 acob/ Iritlialit,1_} was born at Oxford, }lass., Oct. 21, 1746; 
rnarricd 1st. Elizabeth :\Ia yo; by whon1 he docs not appear 
to ha\·c had 3ny children. She died ~larch 15, 1772; and 
he n1arric<l 2d, Ruth :\loon.:. ~larch 28, I 77 4, \\·ho \\·as the 
n1other of his st:\·en children. mentioned belo,v. ..1.·-\.fter her 
death, Sept . .::!5~ I 790, at the age of forty years, six 111onths, 
and thirteen days, he n1arriecl for 3d ,vif e, \ Vid. --Comer. 
He died July 23, 1825, at the age of 79; leaving children 
born at Oxford : 

66g 
. . 
1. 

670 . 
.. 
11. 

771. 111. 

672. 
. 
IV. 

6-., 
I:)• V. 

674. 
. 

VI. 

675. 
. . 

Vll. 

Polly,7 b. X ov. 1 8, I 77 4; n1d \ Viliia111 \Vikl. 
Ruth,7 b. :\larch 28, 1777; n1d .t\.aron \Vheelock 

and Dr. -- Phillips. 
I~lizabeth/ b. Sept. 20, 1778; md ·\V m. Reider. 
Salem, J r.,7 b. :\larch 26, I 780; n1d Sarah Spurr, 

.1804. 
Pan1elia,7 b. "'..\ug. 29, I 78 I ; md Isaiah Reider, 

(bro. of 1!7111.) • 

... -\.ugusta,7 b. Jan. I 3, I 784; md Dr. Dan Lan1b. 
Lucy :\I.,7 b. Xov. 2, I 787; 111d Col. J ohit Fitts l 

.5E l7EN1'H G/i . ..\'ER.A T/01.V. 

(672.) Gen. Salem7 Towne, Jr., (Salc111,6 7acob,5 7011a­
tha11,4 7ohll,3 7acob;2 lf.l'i//£a1Jl 1

), b. }larch 26, 1780; married 
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Sarah. dau. of (;en. John Spurr: and died Feb., I8i2. They 
had Io children, born at Oxford: 

676. i. Elijah !)unbar/ b. :\lay 2;, 1809. 
67j. ii. \Yin. )loorc.S b. :\fay 7. 1807; md Frances 

678. 111. 

679. h·. 
680. V. 

Robin~on. 
)lary l)unbar.8 b .• -\pril S. IS 10. 

Sarah S .. 8 b. )I ay I I. I 8 I 3. 
Jiary Lucy.8 b. July 30, I 8 I 5-

68 I. vi. :\Iargaret 1. ... ,6 b. l\Iay 3, I 819. 
682. vii .. A.n1clia )l.~8 b. :\lay 12, 1821. . 

683. 
684. 
685. 

... ... 1· s ,- ~ v111. Sa etnJ b. _, o\·. 8, I<.; 2 3. 
ix . ..:\lice B .. 8 b. June ~,. 1826; 
x. 1-:dward \\· .. s b. Jan. 9. 1829. 

d. Nov. I I, 1843. 

(6i7-) ·The only child of William M.8 and Frances 
(RobiJ1so11) Towne, of Springfield, ::\Ia::;s., ,vho d. April 
1841, ,vas: 

686. i. · Franccs,9 b. 

SIXT/I CE1\'ERA TJO.L\r_ 
(li,4-) (66.) (20.) 

(464.) Josiah6 Towne (yosiah, 5 yonathan,4 yoluz,3 
(6.) 

:Jacob,2 Hliflianz 1
), ,\·as born at Charlton, Aug. I 2, 1761; 

n1arried Dorothy Hill, of Killingly, Conn., .A .. D. lj8o; and 
she died I i9 I, leaving 4 children. He married, as 2d ,vif e, 
1\iarch 10, 1793, Elizabeth \Vare. He died Dec. 30, ,1824, 

aged 63. His children, b. at Charlton, ,vere: 

687. i 
~ f 688. ii. 
{ l 6s9. 111. 

6go. iv. 

Aaron,7 b. Sept. 1 I, 1 j8 I; md Nancy Pettis. 
Leonard,7 o. Oct. 3 I, Ii83; rrid Joanna 11ellen. 
Ruth,7 b. O.:t. 3 I, Ij83. 
Susanna,7 b. ~1ay 2, I i90; rnd l\f oses Dresser, 

Jr. 
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(687.) Aaron1 Towne (yosiah,6 70.siah,s yonatlta11 ... yohu,3 
7ar.:ob, 2 1r1llia11i. 1

), ,,·as born at Dresser Hill. Charlton. 
:\Iass., Sept. I I, :a:;S 1; n1arried Xancy Petti~, and settled at 

Providence, R .. I., \\·here he died in I 8 IS, leaving I son. 

6g1. i. 8 b. 

(688.) Leonard, Towne (y,.1siah,6 yosiah, 5 :Jollatltau," 
701!11,3 yacob,2 Iri/lia11tI), born at Charlton, Oct. 3 I, 1783; 
n1arricd, in I 803, Joanna :\Iellcn, of I-Iollistoq, by "·hotn he 
had I 2 children, born at Charlton, :\lass., of whon1 but four 
arc no,v (1877) li\·ing. 

6g2. i. l\Iary JI., b. l~eb. 9, I 805 ; d. l\Iay 20. I 880. 
693. ii. Jo~iah, b .. A.ug. 25, 18c6; d. :\fay 2, 1836. 
6g4. 111. I-Ienry :\I., b. :\lay 28, I 808. 
6g5. iv. Dolly, b. J ulr 4, I 8 IO: d . .i\ ug. 22, I 865. 
696. v. Joanna, b. Feb. 6, I 8 I 2. d. Dec. 4, 18 1 :?. 

697. vi. \V'illia111 I-I., b. Oct. II, 1813. 
6g8. vii. Leonard, b. Sept. 19, 1815. 
6g9. ,·iii. Joanna, b. Dec. 29, 1819; d. :\larch Ij, 1853. 
700. ix. Ruth i\., b. Jan. 27, I 823; d. Jan. 7, I 863. 
70 I. x. ~1arcus :\I., b. :\larch 6, I 826; d. Aug. I r, I 840. 
702. xi. Salem _-\., b. Jan. 3, I 818; d. Sept. 3, I 828. 
703. xii. Charles C., b. Oct. 2. I 8 32; ~- l\Iarch 23, I 833. 

SI~YTH GEJVER.-4 TIO-.1V. 

(224.) (84-) (30.) (9.) 

(567.) Gadner6 Towner(lsrae/,s Israc/~4 yoscp/t,3 yoseplt;~ 
1Villia1J1i ), \\·as born at .. Amherst, X. H., :\:lay I, 1765; 1nar­
ricd Lucy Bancroft, of Ty!1gsboro, :\I ass., June 27, I 795 _; 
and died Dec. 16, 1815, in his 51st year. 

Lucy (Bancroft) \\·as born June 7, I 773; and died April 
14, I 849, aged j6. Their children ,,·ere: 

704. i. Christina,7 b. June I 6, I i96; d. Oct. 2, I 8 3 I. 

705. ii. Oka,7 b. l)ec. 19, 1797; d. Oct. 14, 1801. 
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jo6. 111. Rebecca Bancroft,; b. ~r\.ug. 7, I 799; d. l\Iarch 

. 
707. 1 ,·. 

iOS. V. 
. 

jog. ,·1. 
. . 

ilO. Vil. 

7 I I. \·111. 
. 

- I., I -· IX. 

- I.., / ,) . x. 

2S, 1869. 
Susai1na,i b. June 12, 1801; d. Aug. 1803 . 
Cleon Gardner,7 b. June 6, I 803; d. :\lay 4, I 8 50. 
Solon/ b. June I 7, r 805; d. Oct. 4, I SoS . 
Orr Noble/ b. June 5, 18c6; d. April i, 1854 . 
)faryJ b. Jan. 6, 1 SoS; d. June 30, 18 r 3. 
Ebenezer Bancroft,7 b. Dec. 14, 1809 . 
Lucy Bancroft,7 b. Sept. 14, I 8 r I ; nO\\. the "·ife 

of J udgc Chandler, of l\Iaco111b, Illinois. 

(12~.) (51.) . (14.) 

(330.) Benjamin6 Towne (~\~atltan,s ~\ratltan.4 _Joscplt, 
(;.) 

Ed,nund,Z n·illia11z1
), ,vas born at .A .. ndoYer, Feb. 28, 1747; 

n1arried I st, :.Iehitable Chandler, \\·ho \Vas born . ..\. D. I 7 45. 
She bore him 8 children, and died Jan. 2 3. I 788, at 
:VIethuen, a town in the extren1e North-west corner of 
Essex Count,·, an<l about five n1iles fron1 their native to,vn ., 

of .. A .. ndover. _·\.fter the death of his I st ,vife, he married 
2d, \\Tid. Lucy Porter; but it does not appear that .they 
had anv childr~n.· ., 

The children of Benjan1in6 and ~Iehitable <" ChaJ1d!er) 
'"f o,vne, of ::\Iethuen, ~-lass., \\·ere: 

7
,,,_., 1· .... , ... 

726. ii. 
727. 111. 

728. 
. 
IV. 

_, . 7"9 V. 
. 

730. Vl. 

Sarah,i b.Jan. 12, 1773; d. Feb.21.1809, ~- 36. 
Benjan1in,i b. Jan. 18,- 1775; <l. ;e_ 85 or 90. 
~lary, 7 b. ::\larch 14. I 7'li; d. Oct. I 8. I 778, ce. 

18 months. 
I~phrai1n,7 b. July 20, I 779. 
2\1ary,7b.Sept. 18,_1781; d. ~ov.2, 1816, ce.35. 
Xathan,1 b. Dec. 18, 1j83; d. l)ec. 19, 1812, ~-

29. 
· 731. vii. )1ehitable,7 b. No\·. 28, I 785. 
732. v111. J ohn,i b. 1\.pril 30, 1787; md Sarah Robinson, 

of Coventry, Eng. 
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(i 32.) John; To\vne (llt?lj~·i.win,6 1\ratlut/1~5 ;.\~atl!a11, i 
2,(Jscph,3 l:~di11ui1d. 2 1 l ·il!iani 1

). The childrt:n of John and 
Sarah (Rt)liflso;1) T ownc, of Philadelphia, \\·ere: 

733. i. John I-Ienry.8 b. Feb. 20, 1818: ind :\'Iaria R. 
'Tevis, of Philadelphia. 

734. ii. ~-\nn Sophia,8 b. Sept. 30, 1819; 111d Robt. 1(. 
Darrah, of Boston. 

I-"' ,, :,:,- 111. Lucretia C.,8 b. Xov. I 5, I 82 I. 

7 36. i\'. 
737. V. 

S 
. 

7 3 · VI. 

739. 

Laura ::\I..5 b. :\lay 3, 1825. 
Ro~alba :\I..8 6. June 15, 1827. 
\\-n1. Ed,\·ard,8 b. Dec. 23, 1829. 
Sarah R .. s b. :\I arch I 2, I 8 33. 

S1'ETCH OF THE LI~-E OF THE L.-\TE 

JOH~ 1~0\Y~E. ESQ .. 
0 F l' II I LAV F.L I' H 1.-\. 

The late John 'fownc (~0.,732), born 1787, son of Xo• 
330, of :\Iethucn, l\Ias:;., ,\·as in son1e ways a ren1arkable 
n1an. He con1 bincd great perse\~erance and energy, \\·ith 
1nost refineJ tastes, rare ingenuity of both 1nind and hand. 

He early left the '-!uict ho1ncstea<l-( a fann-and-n1ill­
property near .:\Icthuen), ,vhcre his childhood had been 
passed, and \\·ent forth into the world .. to seek his fortune:' 

His first c~say ,,·as as a teacher of \\Titi11g. ~.\fter suc­
cc:3sfully gi \·i ng instruct i,Jn in \·ari ous places, he at last 
found his ,\·ay to Baltin1orc, ,vhere he n1ade the acquaint­
ance of :\Ir. Henry Robinson, of l~ngland. v:hose sister he 
aften\·ard n1arried. 

:\ilr. T O\\·nc and l\1r. l{obinson \\·ere connected in busi­
ness for several years when, ha\·ing accumulated sufficient 
111eans to purchase land in the \V'est, l\Ir. To,\·ne and his 
,,·ife set off directly after their marriage, in I 8 Ii, for this 
new· countr\·. _, 

A beautiful piece of land ,vas purchased near Pittsburgh, 
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and !\Ir. l'o,\·nc proceeded to build a con11nodious house 
and to arrange and beautify his grounds.· 1~hese ,vcrc laid 
out a5 a large fruit-fann, which ulti1nately proved very rc­
nn1ncrati\·c. :\Ir. To,\·ne also engaged in \\·hat in the \ Yest 
is called "Stcarnboating.'· That is. he \\'as interested in, or 
owned, several stearnboat~ running- on the ::\Iississippi R .. h·cr. 
This a\·ocation took hi111 frequently to i\c,,· Orlcan:; and 
l\Iobilc, \\·here he \vas also engaged in the sugar and cotton 
co1nn1ission business. 

During his absences, l\Irs. T'o,,·ne, a \\"01nan of great abili­
ty, as well as great s\\·eetness of character, in addition to 
the care of her young fan1ily, ably superintended the affairs 
of the fann. 

In IS 32, :\Ir. I-Ienry R.obinson, then residing in Boston, 
and · sole proprietor of the gas-,vorks there, off crcd ~Ir. 
Towne the superintendency of the ,,·orks, ,\·ith an interest 
in the concern. He decided to accept this offer and pro­
ceeded to n1akc arrange111cnts to remove his fan1ily to Bos­
ton. About this tin1e, ~.:\pril. 1833, ::\Irs. To\\·ne died, lea\·-

' ing a young infant and six other children. 
In the fall of 1833, ::\Jr. Towne having disposed of his 

property to advantage, this ren1oval took place. 
During his residence in Pittsburgh, :\Ir. Towne had gained 

the _respect of all by his upright character, his public spirit, 
and pleasant n1anners. The best people there \Vere his 
friends, and son1e of the friendships there f ormecl ended 
only ,\·ith his life. · 

Fron1 I 833 to '40, the fan1ily resided in Boston, all the 
children having the ad\·antage of the best schools. 1'hc 
gas-works, in \\·hich :\Ir. 'To,\·ne had re-invested his 1noney, 
proved \·ery lucrative, and a handso1ne con1petency had 
no\v been gained. 
· The eldest son-John Henry, after distinguishing hin1-
self at school (Chancy I-Tall. :\-Ir. 'fhaycr) had been sent 
to Philadelphia to study engineering in the n1achinc shops 
of l\1errick & Agne,\·, of that city. Herc his great ability 
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and talent for the con~truction and i1n·ention of n1achincry 
\\·ere de\·elopcd, and after about a year·s study he entered 
into partnership \\·ith :\Ir. S. \'."". ::\Ierrick, and the \\·ell-kno\\·n 
firn1 of" ~Ierrick & Towne" \,·as forn1e<l. 

The elder brother being now est3:blished in Philadelphia. 
:\Ir. To"·ne thought it ad\·isable, in order to keep his fan1ily 
together, to al~o rcn10\·e thither. 

In 1840, he purchased a house in \\Talnut Street, above 
16th (then Schuylkill ;th), and furnished it \\"ith n1uch 
taste and elegance. I-Ic was no\\· able to indulge his lo\·e 
for the fine arts-ah,·ays a passion "·ith hin1. and the be~t 
productions of our natiYe artists, such as Lentze. Hunting­
ton, Sully, and 1nany others, adorned his ,,·alls. 

Nine years later, in I S49, :\Ir. To,\·nc purchased a bcauti­
fui country scat. near Philadelphia, in Huntington \:'" alley, 
and rcn10\·cd thither. Before doing so, he 111adc a large 
addition to the house and greatly i1npro\·cd the grounds. 

The return to country-life, after S(:\·entccn years passed 
in citie::;., \\·as a ~ourcc of keen enjoyn1cnt to one \\·ith so in­
tense a lo,·e of nature as :\Ir. T o,,·ne. Flowers of all gro,\·­
ing- things \\·ere his delight. During his residence in Boston. 
a little conscn·atory. containing a_ rare collection of heath:--. 
had cheered his lci:-;urc hour:;. consolin~ hirn for the confine­
n1ent of a rather arduou~ post. X o,,·, on a larger scale._ he 
,vas able to indulge his lo\·c of the beautiful. l-Ie re-ar­
ranged the l-Iuntin6 ton place, \\·ith the san1e good judg1nent 
and good ta:;b:: he had sho\\·n in la}·ing out his grounds at 
Pittsburgl1, and under his hands it grc\\. t0 be a lo\·cly spot, 
indeed. I-I c h3d n1any projects for its further beautifica­
tion, but unhappily his heal th began to fail in I 8 50, and 
declined rapidly. II is su(fcri ngs fron1 his \·cry painful di::;­
easc \\"ere at tin1cs intense; but he bore thcn1 ,,·ith 1nanh· ... 

fortitude and in a patient and christian spirit. 
He died, July 24th. 1851, and his remains no,\· rest in 

South Laurel 1-lill Ccrnctcry . 
. , .. 
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(i 33.) John H. 8 Towne C,oltll,i Bc,1:J~llni11.~ 1.Y'atha11,s 
~\iathan,-• yoscph,3 EdJ1lll/!d,Z rrillian1 1

). 

. 
7 40. 1. Henrr Robinson,9 b . ...--\ug . 

\Yhite. 
I 844; rnd Cora 

741. ii. Helen Carnan,9 b. Jan. 1848; n1u Dr. \Y-111. 
} .... J cnks. 

742. u1. .t\lice l\orth,9 b. No,·. 13, 1853; n1d Roland 
Lincoln, Nov. 3, I 880. 

JOHX I-IENR.Y TO\\"Nf:. 

John- I-Ienry To\,·n, born 1818, eldest son of John To\\·nc, 
has already been n1cntioned in the previous n1en1oir. 

He laid the foundation of his an1plc fortune in the estab­
lish111cnt of ")derrick & 'f owne." .:\ft er that co-partner­
ship \\·as dissoh·ed, in I 848. he engaged in se,·eral engi­
neering enterprise:-;, the erection of gas-,vorks at X cw Bed­

ford and Savannah being among the nun1ber. Shortly be­
fore the breaking out of the ci,·il \\·ar, he entered the finn 
of J ._ P. 1Iorris & Co., Philadelphia, which then became J. 
P. :\Torris, Towne & Co. 

During the ,var. n1any of the largest engines for \Yar­

vessels and monitors. as ,\·ell as n1uch other 1nachinery, \\·ere 
made in this establishment. 

J\Ir. J. H. To,\·nc's feelings \\·ere wannly enlisted on the 
patriotic side in the great strugg·lc, and he did all in his 
po,ver to aid the Government, to which he made tender of 
his gratuitous services in any capacity for ,vhich he \\·as 
fitted. 

l\Ir. To,\·n~ ,vas a n1an of thought and science, and of 
n1arked talent in his profession. J-I is inventive turn of n1ind 

led hirn to irnprovc \\·hatever he touched. I-Ie inherited his 
father's refined tastes, both for nature and art, and in music 
he had a special delight. 

1-Ie ,vas long a n1crnbcr of the Franklin Institute Philo-
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sophic Society, and other scientific associations. but his 
latest and deepest inte:rc.st \\·as in the re-construction and 
a(_h·ancc111cnt of the LT ni\·crsitv of Penns,·lvania. For this ., ., 

he \\·orkcd hard, <loins efficient service. 
In the spring of IS 7 4, :\Ir. Towne experienced a slight 

shock of par~lysis~ and by ach·icc of his physician "·ent 
abroad, being acco111panied by his wife and daughter. 1·hcy 
tra\·eled through S,\·itzerland, etc., during the autun111, re­
turning to Paris to :-pend the winter. _ In the spring of I 875, 
... --\pril 7th, he died suddenly in the night, fron1 the effect of 
another shGck co~nplicatcd by son1e heart-trouble . 

. A.fter arnply pro\·icling for his f an1ily and lea Ying hand­
son1e bequests to his sisters and brother. the residue of his 
large fortune \\·a~ besto\,·ed on the L-niYcrsity of Pennsyl­
vania. The "To,\·nc Scientific School" ,,·as so narned in 

his honor. 

(740.) 1~hc.childr~n of Hcnrv R.9 and Cora Towne, of ., 

Philadelphia, \\·ere: 

743. i. John Henry,:::o h. Jan. 1868. 
744. ii. Frederick Ta.lniadgc, 10 b. 1872. 
(741.) The children of Dr. \Yn1. F. and Helen C. (To·,i. 1nc) 

J cnks, of Philadelphia. were: 
Robert l)arrah J enk~, b. }larch 
I-Ioracc I-Ion-ard Jenks, b. June 

I 875. 
1878. 

(1 6.J (50.) (14.) (5.) 

(292.) Eli6 Towne, Jr. (Eli,s .llozja11zin,4 yoscph,3 Ed1111111d, 2 

IFi!lia111 1
), born at Sturbridge, ~larch I, 1757; n1arried 

.:\ba~aiL dau. CJf J~liphalct Cutting, of Charlcn1ont, ... -\ug. 
17l)O. He rcn10\·ed, about 1804, to \Vashington County, 
1, :nn., where he died June 2:?, I 822, aged 65. His ,vido,v 
. -. :Jagai1, died .. Aug. I 8, I 840, in her 81st year. Their chi I­
t · ·n were: 
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+745. 
. 
1. 

j46. 
. . 
11. 

+747. 111. 

748. 
. 
IV. 

749. , .. 
. 

750. VJ. .. 
751. \"11. 

7 .. ..., 
)-· \"lll. 

. 7 .. ,, :, .) • lX. 

7 54. X. 
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Eli,7 b ... -\pril 24, 178 r; d. at Cincinnati, 0., 
Oct. ;. 1 S23 . 

.:-\bagail.7 b. July 20, 1782; d. Sept. 10, 1795. 
-~. I ,., n.... .)· 

Ezra,7 b. Sept. ::!O, 17S5; 1n<l Joanna \\"hite. 
Elizabeth, 7 b. :\lay 20. 1787: d . ..:\ug. 12, 1788. 
:\Iary,i b. ::\larch 12, 179:>; n1d Jacob S1nith; 

1110,·c·d to Ohio. 
J ohn.7 b . .July I 7, 1792; and died sa1nc day . 
Salen1,ib.Jan. 3r, 1794; cl Sept. IO, 1796 . 
Dorcas, 7 b. _Tan. 1797; n1d \\',.111. Spro,\·le. d. 

1869. 
Sar~.h. 7 b. July 
Chloi~\' b. J ~a 

::\larch 1875. 

1-9ll . ...l \ (l° ,,,.., IQ-,- \..:'. p 
/ 1..1 , l I. ..- U ::-, . - - , 0 ... ) • .._J. • 

r 2, I 802; 111 J Zach. Cooper, cl. 

+755- xi. I~lijah.7 b. June 29, 1805; d. :\Iarch 17, 1873, 
in J cffcrson Co.. Iowa, \\·here he reinoYcd 
,vith hi:-; fainily in 1857. 

(745.) Eli7 Tov,ne, Jr. (Eli/ E/i,5 /J,·;yt.z111in, 4 :t<!St.j1'h,-:. 
EdJJllflul/ Iri!!ia111;)_ He c.licd in 1823, leaving 2 son::;: 

756. i. Eli, 8 b. \\·as a Baptist preacher in I~ansas. 
757. 11. l~dward.8 b. rernoved to Pella: lo\\·a, (large 

f an1ih·.) .., 

f747.) Ezra::- Towne ( /Jretl!t'r of last ah,}':.'t'}, n1_arric<l. 
X ov. 8. I 814, Joanna, dau. of John \ \'hitc: and had chil­
dren, Yiz.: 

7 5 8. i. 

.. 
759. ll, 

::\Iary .1\nne,3 b. Oct. 22, I 8 I 5: d. in Chicago, 
I 11., :\Ia re h, I 8 7 7. Sh c n1 ·1 John :\ I. 01 i ve r. 
of \Yashington Co., Penn .. and left children, 
viz.: 1 John ::\I.,Jr.: 2 Oli\·erC.; andJXclson 
I~., of 508 \ V. Congress St .. Chicago, I II. 

Ezra Styks, 3 b. J unc 8, I 82 5; 110\\" of \\'ash­
ington County, Penn. 
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j6~. 111. Sarah .:\lincrva,s b .• -\pril 22, 1827; d. about 
I 860; ~he n1d John F'ishcr, and left 2 chil­
dren, viz.: Ezra9 Fisher. \\·ho lives in Kan­
sas, and ..-\gncs9 Fisher, ,,·ho is n1d and 1 ivcs 
in Chicag·o. 

761. iv Xclson,8 b. ::\Iay 3, 1829; li\·es in \Vashington 
County, Penn. 

762. \'. ::\Iartha G.,8 b .• A.ug. 12, 1833; \\·ho is md to Dr. 
J. \ V. Oli\·cr, and li\·cs at Fairfield, Iowa. 

(755.) Elijah 7 Towne (Eli, 6 Eli. 5 Bl'l!Jtlllli11,4 yostflt,3 
Ed111u11d, 2 I r·il!ianz 1

), born June 29. I So;; rnarried Elizabeth 
::\Iartin, .A .. ug. LJ., 182 5, by ,,·horn he had I 2 children; viz.: 

763. i. Sarah .1...\nn/ n1d \\·ashington l:-"'erril, and d. in 
\Yashington Co., Penn., leaving 5 children. 

764. ii. Charlotte J ane,8 111 d Da,·id I\I. Oliver; has 8 
children. and no\\· li\·es in Jefferson Co., Ia. 

765. 111. ::\Iinen·a,e rnd 1-Ienry Clcn1n1ons, and d. leaving 
I child. 

66 
. 

/ . lV. 

770. \'Ill. 

. 
771. lX. 

772 - X. 
. ... ~.., 

I I :J· XI. 

}Iary C.,s n1<l John Ira, and li,·es near I.jncoln. 
Xebraska. She has six chi_ldren. 

I-f annah,8 111!1 ... .\ddison Oliver, (,z ... •lto furuishcs 
this list of the dL:rco1dauts of Eli Tou-'JZC, 
.:"\:--o. 292.) He li\·es at Ona,\·a, Io,,·a, and has 
10 children, all li,·ing. 

Elizabcth,3 111<l Thon1as 1Ioore, has . several 
children. 

l~n1n1cline.8 m<l Sa111uel Scott; \\·ho lives near 
Hrook\·ille, I o\\·a, anc1 has several children. 

John ::\I.. E. n1d Ellen Clarke, and has several 
children, and lives at Fort Dodge, lo\\·a. 

Cyrus H ., s ind_ ::.\Iartha Hill igos, has several 
children, and Ii,·cs near }Ioorhead, Io,\·a. 

Sabina,8 n1d -- Coles; and lives in Kansas. 
l.,ctitia,8 n1d Daniel Co1ncgys; and lives at 

Fairfield, Io,\·a. 
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774. xii. :\Iartha,8 111d Henry \Vildcr; lives at Fairfield, 
lo\va. 

l\Irs. Elizabeth (.Jfartin) 'fo\\·nc, \\·ife of }-::Iijah1 'fo\\·nc, 
is still ( I SSo) li\·ing near Brook\·ille, Iowa . 

.. 51.YTJI GE;.\-:-ER.A TIO.:v·. 

(443.) Edmund6 Towne, son of 
(20.) (4.) 

70/111,3 yacob,Z ll_'i/lian, 1
), born l 7 5 8; 

Lydia Luce, daughter of -- --­
fax, \ .. t., and had by I st \\·ife, Lydia, 

(166.) (6:;) 

Ed,nund.s (.Ephrain,,4 

n1arried, for I st \\·ife. 
He settled at Fair-

775. i. Ed111und Bre\\·er,7 b. 177-4: d. at Boston, 1835. 
776. ii. J ohn,7 b. X o\·. 2 I, I 786. 
His 1st \\·ifc, Lrdia, died, and he rnarricd for 2d "·ife. 

Nov. 7, 1797, \\"idow Polly Sabin (n1aidcn narne, :\Ic:\Ias­
ters), by "·horn he had two 111ore children, viz.: 

777. 111. J..,ydia, 7 b. Oct. 6, I 798; n1d (a Holrnes. and d. 
Ju I y 1 1 , 1 866. 

778. iv. Polly,7 b. Dec. 8, I 880; n1d a I-Iotchkiss. 

I-Ie ,,·as the first town clerk of the township of Fairfax, 
Vt., and \\-as its representative in the legislature for sc:\·eral 
years. He was a rapid \\Titer, a corn.::!ct business n1an, and 
a gentlcrnan. He d. at Georgia. \Tt .. ...-\ug. 24, 1800. aged 
42 years . 

. (776.) John7 Towne, second son of EdJJ1u11d,6 (Edn11111d,s 
Epltraint,4 7olu1,3 7act.Jb,z I-Vi!lianz 1

), was born at Fairfield. 
Vt., Xov. 2 I, I 786, and 111arric.:d ..:\nna Jackson, dau6htcr of 
John Jack~on, at :\Tilton. \·t .. in :\larch, 1816; she died at 
Georgia, \:'"t., }tiay 13, 1839, aged 42. 

John Towne, l~sq., died at sarnc place Xov. 22, 1835. 
Their children, born at Georgia. \'"t., \\·ere: 

779. i. Edn1und Brc:wcr,3 b. Feb. I I, I 8 I 8; d. :\Iarch 
l I, I 8-4 I. 
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Fran!din/ b. J unc 4. I 82 I. 

~Iary .t\nn,8 b .. ,\pril 6, I 823. 
Byron,S b. J unc 4, 1825 . 
IIcnry,3 b. July 2, I 83 I. 
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784. 
. 

\'l. Caroline/~ b. Feb. 17, 1833; n1d Samuel .t\. Far­
go, i\Iarch 5, 1856. 

(779.) Edmun~ Brewer,S eldest son of 70/u,1 To,c!11c, 
Esq.,(EdJJ!Ulld,6 Ed1111ozd,s l:.phrailll,i ~'"folzni3 yacoh,2 1F11z. 1

), 

married Susan 11. Holn1es, Dec. 25, 1839. 1'heir daughter, 

78 5. i. Rogei1~.9 b. ·oct. I 3, I 840. 

Ednu1nd Bre\\·er Towne died :\larch I I, I 841, and his 
\\·idow, Susan ::\I.. n1arried her brother-in-la\\". 

(780.) Franklin8 Towne, rnarricd his brother I~dn1und's 
,vidO\\·, Jan., I 844, an<l had children: 

786. i. Eugcne.9 b. ;\larch 23, 1845. 
787. ii. Katie,9 b. July, I 847. 
788. 111. Frankie,9 b .. A.ug. 12, 185 I. 

789, iv. I-Ierbert,9 b. Xo\·. 2, 1855. 

:\Irs. Susan :\I. To\\·ne died Feb. 28, 1875. 

(782.) Byron8 Towne, ('7()/az,1 J;dn,und,6 Ednzund,s Eph­
rai"nt,4 yohJl,3 yac()b,2 1Villian1 1

), marrie<l, Jan. I, I 849, Sarah 
Fargo, daughter of -- ---, of Georgia, Vt., by Rev. 
A!vah Sabin. 'fheir children ,vcre: 

790. i. Carrie . .-\.,9 b. Aug. l 8, l 8 5 3. 
791. ii. Edn1und Carroll,9 b. Oct. 2, I 8 5 5. The 8th son 

by the nan1e of Edn1und retained through 
every· generation for a space of 2 50 years. 

792. 111. ~Iinnie D.,9 b. June l 3, IS 58. 
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" Byron T o,\·ne, manufacturer, \\·as born at Georgia, 
Franklin Co., \·t .. June 4, 18~3. can1e to \Yisconsin in 1860, 
locating at On1ro, J.nd engaged in the flouring-1nill business 
for one year. .:\ftcr that, he kept the ... --\rncrican Hou~e. at 
Ripon, five years; the 4.-\1nerican House, at Fond du Lac. 
four years; a·nd the Patty House, in the san1c place. a little 
over three years~ since \\·hich ti1ne (1874), he has been ,,·ith 
the· \Vheel and Seed Co., manufacturers o_f grain-drill:S and 

broad-cast seeders, having a Yery large and constantly in­
creasing busine::-s. In Fond du Lac, :\Ir. To,yne ha:; been 
City Treasurer, and a men1ber of the City Counci1. fie is 
no,v (1880) Secretary, Treasurer, and General :\Ianager of 
the \ Vheel and Seeder \ Yorks. 3 ch.-Carrie ~r-\., born 
.A.ug. IO, 1853; Edn1und C., born Oct. 2, 1855; and ::\Iinnie 
D., born June 13, 1858." 

(783.} Henry8 Towne, (y(}/a1,i Ed111und,6 Ed11zund.= Ef'lt­
rai"ilt,4 yoluz,3 7acob, 2 IVillianz 1

), \\·as born at Georgia. \~t., 
July 2, 1831, and married June I, 1865, to ::\Irs. Addie N .. 
Paul, in the City of Chicago, Ill. Their child, 

793- i. 

(440.) 
(6.) 

SIXTlf GE.\.,.ERA TI01.\r_ 
(165.) {65.) (20.) 

Thomas-s·Towne, son of ~ .... ilas, 5(Ephrai111,-+·70itJ1,3 

yacob,2 TVflliaJJz 1 
), . born I 7 59; married R.uth Dutton, in 

. I 780, ,vho died in 1793, aged 34 years, leaving 5 children,. . 
VIZ.: 

794- 1. .. 
795. ll. 

Charlotte,7 b. I 78 I; d. I 827. 
Fanny,7 b. 1783; d. I 835 . 

796. 111. · Lucinda/ b: I 78 5 ; d. I 793. 
Silas,7 b. I 788; d. I 794-

. 
797- lV. 

798. V. .-\.rad,7 b. 1791; d. Dec. 1, 1875. 
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(440.) Thomas~ To7irne 1narricd, in I i9S, Polly Colman 
for 2d \\·ifc, by ,vho1n he also had 5 children, viz.: 

799. ,·i. Ru th,i b. 1 79S. 
800, vii. Lucinda,7 b. 1799. 
Sor. \·111. Rachcl,7 b. 1802. 
802. ix. Thomas ::\Iartin,i b. I 806. 
803. x. J oscph En1erson,i b. I 809. 
~Irs. Polly Towne. died in 1826, aged 60._ 

SE (7£1\TTH GEJ.\TERA TIO.lv. 

(798.) Arad7 Towne, son of Tho111as,6(Silas,sEphraint,4 
.1oh11,3 :Jacob/ l Vi!lia,iz 1

), married, in 1820, Try·phenia I\Ic~ 
Cloud, ,vho ,,·as born in I 797, and died in Oct., 1871, lea\·­
ing children: 

804. i. 
805. ii. 
806. 111. 

807. iv. 
808. v. 
809. vi. 
810. 

.. 
VU. 

Cleora Augusta, 8 b. 1820. 
?\I aria Louisa,8 b. I 822; d. I 8 30. 
Nancy_ Streeter,8 b. 1825; d. 1850. 
De\Vitt Clinton,8 b. 1828. 
Tryphenia ~Ielinda,8 b. 1830; d. 1839. 
Thon1as ::\Iartin,8 b. 1835. 
Hiran1 :\IcCloud,8 b. 1837. 

Sl.){TH GE;.Y'ERA T/0..:\r. 

• (no.) (46.) (13.} 
(268.) Josiah6 Towne, (_\'choll-ialt,s 7crc11ziaft,4 TVi!lia,n,3 
(5.) 

Ed11111nd, 2 I-VilliaJJz 1
), born at Topsfield, Jan_. 22, 1778; n1ar-

ried l\Iary f ... rench. He died at 1-Iontpeiier, \?"t., about 
I 828. Their children \\·ere: 

81 I. i. 
812. ii. 
813. 111. 

814. iv. 
8 I 5- V. 

8 I 6. vi. 

X athaniel,7 b. ::\lay 1, 1799. 
Josiah,7 b. Jan. 15, 1801. 
Jan1es, 7 b. Dec. 31, 1802. 

Henry,7 b. 
::\Iary .A.nn,7 b. 
Ira S.,7 b. :\larch 3, 1810. 
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SI 7. vii. l~liza G .,7 b. 
SI 8. \"Ill. Susan E.,7 b. 

. (112.) (50.) (q.) 

(278.) Benjamin6 Tovvne (l~o1ja,11i11,sBcujan1ill,4 70.stph,3 
(5.) 

Ed1n1111d,2 TFil!ia111 1
), born at Sturbridge, :\lass., June 17, 

I 7 45 ; n1arried "·iJow JI art ha I-Ii tchcock. Their children 
\\·ere: 

819. 
. 
1. 

820. 
. . 
11. 

82r. 111. 

82 .?.. 
. 
l\'". 

3-,.., 
-.)· V. 

Candace,i b. Jiay 17. 1777; 111d Luke Bro,vn, 
June- 3, 1802. 

Bcnjan1in.7 b ... -\pril 18, 1779 . 
Chloe,7 b. :\Iarch 14, 1785. 
\.. ounglo,·cJ b. June 24, I 788 . 
J ohn,i b. :\lay 3 I, 179 r ; he settled at ::\It. :\I or­

ris, ~. J. 
(114.) {50.) (t4.) 

(.:?90.) Jacob6 Towne, Jr. (7acoh,s Bcnjanziu,4 :Joscph,3 
Edn1u11d~ 2 1 I- ·i!li{zlll 1

_). 

824. i. Jacob Pcrkins,7 b. Oct. 6, 1803. 
~ 

825. ii. :\-Iary,7 b .• --\pril 8, 18c6. 
826. iii. I~zra,7 b. Oct. 17, I So,. 
Jacob6 To\Yne, Jr., \\·as born at T'opsficld, July 27, 1768; 

married ::\Iary Perkin:-;. He \\·as town clc/k at Topsfield 
26 years; ,,·as a 111cm ber of the legislature 7 years. Died 
l\Iarch 3 I, I 836, aged GS. 

(II'~•.) (50.) (q.) . f5.) 

(299.) Elijah6 Towne (Eli,sB01jan1iu,4 :Joscph,3EdJJ1und, 2 

1VilliaJJ1 1
), born at Sturbridge, Oct. 28, 177r; n1arricd 

~Iirian1 Lane. 1'heir childn:;n \\·ere: 

827. 
. 

Laura/ b. :\larch 3 I, 1802; d. Sept. 8, 1805. 1. 

828. 
. . 

l~liza,7 b . .i\ug. 5, 1803 . 11. 

829. 111. }::Iijah,i b. July 1, 1805. 
830. 

. 
f_]isha,1 b. Jan . 1808. 1\'". 14, 

83 I. V. :\Ielinda,7 b. Feb. 27, 18 IO. 
. 

::\Iiriam,1 b. J unc 20, 18 I 2 . 8,.,.., Vl. .)-· . . 
Salem,7 b. Jan . 1814. 8"'.., Vll. I 3, .) .) · 
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834. ,·111. ::\Iarcia,7 b ..... .\ug. 12, 1816. 
835. ix. San1aria,7 b. July r S, I 820. 

(uS.) (50.) (14.) 

(304.) Edmund6 Towne, Jr. (Ednno,d,s Bou:,4 Yoscph,3 
(j) 

Eduuo1d,Z TT '"1n. 1), 1narried, r st. Eunice Spencer, of Spring-
field; and 2d, Nov. 6, 1800, Polly Fitch. He died l\Iarch 
6, 1815. He had 4 children by his 1st ,,·ife and 2 by the 
2d. Yiz.: 

836. i. 
S3i- ii. 
S38. Ill. 

S39. iv. 
S-1-0. V. 

84I. vi. 

.-\bagail,i b. July I I, I i90; d. Dec. 29, I 790. 

.:\bagail, 7 b. Oct. 8, I 791. 
Betsey/ b. July 20, I 793; d. }larch 2, 1803. 
Stcphen,7 b. Feb. 14, 1793. 
Pliny C.,i b. }\lay I 5, I 806; d. Dec. 3, I 806. 
..-\1 n1ond Spencer/ b. JI arch 2 I, I 8 I 3; d. at San 

Francisco, .. Aug. 17, 1830. 

(305.) Benjamin'' Tov1ne (brother of the abo,·e), mar­
ried Sar?h Burt, and sctticd at \Vindsor, Vt. Their chil­
dren \\·ere: 

842. i. 
843. ii. 
844. 111. 

845. i,·. 
846. V. 

847. vi. 
848. 

. . 
\'II. 

849. \'111. 

Orinda/ b. Jan. 20, I 803. 
Sarah/ b. ~ ov. 26, I 804. 
:.\lary,1 b ... -\pril 7, 1807. 
Nahu1n/ b. Jan. 9, 1809. 
Dean,1 b. Feb. i, I 810. 
Bcnja1nin,1 b. Sept. 5, I 8 I 2. 

\\"illian1,7 b. April 9, 1815 . 
En1i1y :\I.,; b. Feb. 5, 1820. 

(I2I.) (5t.) (q.) (5.) 
(323.) Simeon6 Towne (7oscplt,s 1.\Tathau,4 yoseph.3 Ed-

1111111d,2 1 Fi!iiaJ1tI ), born July 3 r, I 7 5 I ; n1arried I-Iepzibah 
Synionds. Thc:ir chiklren were: 

850. i. l~phrain1,7 b. 
85 I. ii. Anna,7 b. md David Rollins, of Pitts-

ton, :de., Aug. 29, -I 803. 
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e 5 2. 111. J oseph,7 b. 
~- H. 

Cole, of Lisbon, 

rnd Elihu Lord, of Pittston. 

854. \". 
85 5. VI. 

8 56. ,·11. 

8Si-
858. 

Vlll. 
. 
IX. 

859. X. 

Phebe.1 b. 
~le. 

~Ioody.7 b. 
I-I epzibah,i b. 
R .. uth/ b. June 

Rindge. K. H. 
Sarah/ b. 
Sin1eon/ b. July 
Charlotte/ b. 

d. un111arricd. 
n1d -- Trask. 

I 796; 111<l :\loses Hale, of 

at Bucksport, :\le. 
13, I SoS, at Bucksport, l\Ie. 

(x22.) (51.) · (r4.) 
(329.) N athan6 Towne, Jr. (_\-atl,an,s_.i.\7atlzan,4 7ost.fft,3 

(5.) 

Ed111uud/ IVilliau1 1
). born at Ando,·er, July I I, I 744; mar-

ried -- --; died at ... ~ndo,·er, Sept. 3, I 8 IO, leaving an 
estate of $5033, 19; and children: 

860. i. San1uel,1 b. settled at .Albany, l\Ie . 
861. 

.. 
11. 

86.2. 111. 

863. 
. 
IV. 

864. V. 

865. 
. 

Vl. 

866. Yll. 

867. Vlll. 

868. ix. 
869 .. X. 

870. xi. 

::\Iary,7 b. d. 
X athan, 7 b. July 29, I 77 I. 

Elijah,7 b. 
J acob,7 b. K ov. 20, I 8 70; settled at Boxford. 
~Iary,7 b. 
Susan,1 b. 
Stephen/ b. 
J ohn.7 b. settled at ... -\ndo\·er. 
J onathan, 7 b. Sept. 6, I 790. 
:\loses/ b. Sept. 30, I 792 ; settled at Danvers. 

(122.) (51.) (q..} (5.) 

(331.) Peter6 Towne (.1Vathan,s ;.Vatltan,4 Yoscplt, 3 Ed-
111u11d,2 !f"il!ian1 1

), \\·as born at ... .\ndo\·er, .A.ug. Io, I 7 49; 
married Lydia Abbott, \\·ho died of sn1all-pox, Jan. 10, 

1775; and 2d, married Rebecca Sheldon, who died :\Iay 
16, 1813, aged .55. He died at ~-\ndovcr, ::\lay 20, 1830, 
aged 80. Children: 



871. 

s-? I--
s-.., I.)· 

874. 
s--. I :J· 

876. 
s--I/· 

878. 
879. 
880. 
881. 

. 
]. 

.. 
11. 

111. 
. 
lV. 

Y. 
. 

\"I. . . 
Vll. 

\'111. 
. 
lX. 

X. 

XI. 

TIIE TO\YSE F.-\:\III.Y. IOI 

Peter.7 b. Dec. 28. 1774; d. Jan. 9, 1775; (one 
da)' /Jcfi1rc his ;11athcr.) 

Peter, 7 b. Xo\·. IS, 1777 . 
Arnos,; b. :\lay 2S, I 779. 
Lydia.7 b. ~larch I, 178 I. 

Joel_; b. Feb. 17, 1783. 
Fanny,ib. :\larch 2-1-, 1785: d. Sept. 23. 1812 . 

Daniel,; b. Jan. S, I 787 . 
"'\senath.7 b. Feb. 16, 17S9; d. Feb. 8. 1831. 
Hann ah,7 b. Oct. I 2, 1792; 111d :.I oses T o\vnc . 

H cnnan.7 b. Jan. L.J.. I 797; <l. Dec. I 9, I 799. 
...-\.bia.7 b. Oct. I 9, I 800: 111d ... -\.rnos Cutler. 

( ..,.., 8 ) 
.) .) .. 

(r23) (51.) (q.) 

Jedediah'·· Towne ( :Jo,u1t1~an,s _\-atlu.n1.4 Yost--ph,3 
(5) 

Edn111nd, 2 lFi!!itllllx). born in Boxford, :\lay I, I 767: 1nar-
i-ied :Eunice Rugg. li\·cd at Pcter:-;han1, and at \\1indsor, \ ... t. 
Their children \\·ere: 

S82. - .A.sa.1 b. J. 

883. 
. . J edediab.7 b . 11. 

S84. i 11. Eunice/ b. 
885. 

. 
.:\Iosc.s,1 b . n·. 

886. V. .,A.aron,7 b. 

8S7. 
. 

Da\·id,7 b . \"l. 

SSS. 
. . 

Danicl.7 b . \'11. 

889. \"lll. \Yiliian1.7 b. 

890. 
. 

Dulcina.7 b . lX. 

891. x. Daniel,; b. 
892. 

. 
Ah·ira,7 b . XJ. 

893. 
. . 

Lucy/ b . Xll. 

(137.) (;2.) (14.) 

(354.) Francis~ Tov~ne, Jr. cF·rallcis,s Dauicl,4 7oscpfl;:. 
(5 ) 

EdJJ11111d, 2 I✓V1'/licu11,1), born at 1~opsfiel<l. Sept. I, I 767; mar-
ried Relief H u.ston, X o\·. I 2, I 789. 1-Ie probably rcrno\·e<l 
\Yith his fathe· :o R.ind~c. X. I-I., where is found rccorJed 
the birth of one dau6 htcr. 
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894- i. Charlotte,7 b. Sept. 2, 1792. 

He is said afterward to ha\·c ren10\·ed to the State of 
Ne,,· York. 

(x3i.) (52.) (q.) (-;.l 

(356.) Joshua6 Towne (l·r,z1u.·is,s JJanicl.~ J()Sl'_/'h/ J~d-
11u, 11d.-: I ri!lia i11 1 

). \\·as born at 'Topsfield. Sept. 2;. I 7 7 3 : 
and n1arried, ... -\pril I 810. :\Iary. d:1.u. of Da,·id Chad,vick. 
\\·ho ,vas born I ;-~8. and died Jan. 10. 1865. 1-Ic died Jan. 
5, 1844, at R.ind~e. Their children "·ere: 

896. ii. 

897. 111. 

Phebc,7 b. Jan. 21, 181 I: ind, Sept .. 1835, Solo­
n1on F. T o\,·ne, ~ o. 903". 

::\Iaria L.,i b. Sept. 30, 18 I 3; n1d, I 8 38, Le,·i 
Russell. 

Laura,; b. Jan. 3. 1815: d. Oct. 30, 1850: un­
n1arried. 

898. iv. Sophronia/ b. Xo,·. 19, 1818; n1d, Dec. 24, 
I 84-1-. Stephen P. Patch. 

899. v. Sarah :\I..7 b. :\larch 2 7, I 82 I ; d. 1Iarch ; . 
I 8 5 3, un n1arric<l. 

900. Yi. Joshua C.,7 b. July 29, I 823; n1° E,·eline J. 
Brooks. 

901. vii. Josiah T.,7 b .. A.pril 5, I 826; n1<l Sibel Board­
n1an, and cl. April 27, I 862. 

902. v111. Caroline R . .7.b. July 15, 1830; d. July 18, 183:2. 

( r37.) {5:?.) · ( 14.) (.3.) 

(360.) Greene6 Towne (Fraucis,s Danit·f,4r :Joscph,3 Ed-
112und,Z I rill:"a 1i1 1

_). born :\lay 2 ;. 1782; married Lucy R.and, 
dau. of Capt. Solo111on, Feb. I 3, Is IO. Their children 

"·ere: 
. 

903. 1. Solo1non F./ b . md, Sept. 1835, Phebe 
1"'ownc, Xo. 895. 

.. 
904- 11. l...ucy :\I.,1 b. mP, June 3, I 847, Ben. I~ . 

:\larYle. 

905. lll. Sarah ... ..\.,7 b. ind, Xov. 19, 1839 . .i\. A. 
Chan1 berlain. 
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goo. . 
Charlcs.7 b. tlld Sept. 6. r849, Susan 1 \·. 

' S Ell. • ◄ lS. 

907. Y. IJe\·i P.,i b. ind Ernih· Sawyer. ., .. 
908. 

. 
Pli n\· F.,7 b. d .... .. 

I 8 54, Calista \"1. 111 , ~cpt. ,, 
.c\. Brook='. 

(900.) Joshua C.i Towne (J('.slzua, 6 Francis,s Danic/~ 4 

:los'-fh,3 Ednuozd, 2 1 r£!!i,vn 1
), born at Rindge, ~- H., J uiy 

29, 1823: 1narricd E\·elina J., dau. of \\.alton and ... -\rethusa 
(Piper) Brooks, ,,·ho was born Sept. LJ-, I 815. They ,,·ere 
married June 7, I S.i6, and had children: 

909. i. :En1n1a H.,8 b. Xov. 30. rS-49. 
910. ii. Clarence E .. 8 b. July I I, 1852. 
91 T. u1. Ida B.,S b. ~larch 13, 1858. 

(903.) Solomon F.i Towne (Gra.:11c,t' Frallcis,s Daniel, 
~--;oscp/t,3 Ediluozd, 2 II'illir:ui1 1

). ,,·a::; born at R.indge, X. I-L, 
and n1arricd in Sept .. I 835, his first cousin. Pheb~ To,,-ne, 
Xo. 895. They had son: 

9 I 2. 1. George \Y.,8 b. ,,-ho md Lizzie Hill. 

(.:-42.) (9_;..) (30.) 

(602.) J onathan-5 Towne ( J<Htatltan,5 Yonathau,4 7oscflt, 
(9. 

7ost.p!t,2 1 r1iliau1 1
). 

913. i. \ \.illian1 B.i b . 
. . 

9 14 l l. 

9 15. 111. 

916. 
. n-. 

9 17- \ · . 

918. 
. 

\']. 
.. 

9 19- Vll. 

920. Vlll. 
. 

921. IX. 

922. X. 
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(6o2.) 

(24.2.) J onathan5 To\Yne had a son Jonathan, 6 born 1-\ug. 
6, 1784, "·ho n1arried Clarissa I-f oyt, daughter of Capt. 
John, of Concord. N. H. 

(91 :_:;.) 

They ,verc the parents of \ \.illian1 B.; To,\·nc, l~sq., of 

1Ii.lford, X. I-I., fro1n \\·hose collections, as publi.shed in the 
'· X. E. Hist. and Gen. Reg.," a larg-e portion of the preced­
ing state111ents haYe been dra\\·n. 

The follo,\·ing notice of J onathan6 T O\\·ne, Esq., is taken 
fron1 the ''X. E. Hist. and Gen. R.cg.;' \;--olun1c xxix, page 

326. 
"J o:x A TIL\X TO\YXE, Esq.~ a resident n1c1nber, the father 

of \ Villian1 B. 1'o\\·ne, .A .. i\·I., ,·ice-president of this society 
for New I-Ian1pshire, \\·as born at .. An1herst, ?\. H., in that 
part of the town no\Y included in )tlilforcl, .. Aug. 6, I 78.4-, and 
died of paralysis in the house in \\·hich he v\·as born, Feb. 
10, I 874, consequently at the \"ery advanced age of 89 years. 
At the tirnc of his death, he \\·a:; the olde:;t citizen of :\Iil-

, 

f or<l. The fa.n1ily is q uitc distinguished for longe\·ity. :\Ir. 
'To,\·ne's father. J snathan Towne (X o. 241 in Towne Gene­
alogy. iu1t1.·, xxi, 222), died in I 842, at the age of 89 year~ 
-the \·cry aie of the subject of the present n1ernoir. He, 
too, died in the house in ,Yhich his son died. I-le had a 
brother \\·ho li\·cd to be n1ore than 90 years of age. (94.) 
J onathant 'l'o\vne had three children, narncly: Jonathan,:: 
\\·ho died as stated, Feb.10.1874. Da\·icl, 2 a resident of 
Claren1ont, X. I-I., \\·ho died in his 88th year, and ::\Iary. 2 

,vho resides in the old ho1nestead, in her 86th year. Jona­
than2 'f ownc and :.\Iary (Blanchard) Towne, his \\·ifc, had 
ten children, of \\·hon1 ·eight are still living,-two of ,vho1n 
are \Villiarn B. T o,vne, Esq., long connected \\·ith th is 
society, and President of the Souhegan National Bank, of 
l\1ilford, N. I-J ., and John P. 1~o\\'ne, Esq .. · a pro1nincnt la,\·­
ycr in \Visconsin. :\Ir. To,,·nc, in early life, resi<lcd "·ith 
his uncle, :\Ir. \ \'"illia111 Blanchard, a trader in \ Vilinington, 
::\lass.; but aften\·ard he bought a farn1, in Bo,r, X. H., and 
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,\·orkcd on his farn1 in the summer and taught school in 
the \\·inter, and hence he ,vas often called • l\faster Towne.' 
~n 1S30, he rcinoved to ::\Iilford, ~- H., and ren1aincd there 
during the residue of his life. He ,vas an acti,·c 111ember 
of the Baptist church, in ?\Iilford, for forty-four years. He 
,vas an honorable n1an, a ,vise counsellor, and a highly re­
spected citizen. He \\·as a great reader, and voted at every 
election. H c \\·as first a federalist, then a \\·hig, then a 
republican. l-Ie ,vas also a tcrnperance 1nan. .i\ few· days 
before his death, his physician prescribed son1e stin1ulant. 
I-Ic took the prc~cription once, but the second tin1e he said, 
'I had rather not take it. I have been a ten1perance n1an 
for ninetv ,·cars.' ., ., 

"l\Ir. To,\·nc n1arried :\Iiss Clarissa Hoyt, daughter of 
Capt. John lloyt, of Concord, l\. H. She ,vas born f'eb. 
I 2, I 790, and "·as 84 years of age on the day of her hus­
band's funeral. She is a ,von1an of remarkable vigor of 
constitution, of sound judg111ent, and still 1nanages her 
household affairs \,·ith the energy of her earlier days. 

" .. At the funeral of ::\Ir. T o,vnc, two beautiful sheaves of 
grain, crossing each other, \Vere laid upon the casket, sur­

rounded by the \\·ords, '\Y c 111ourn not the gathered grain.' 
"l-Ie ,,·as adn1itted to this society Dec. 4, 1871.~· 

SE l7E1.\'rTJI GE1VEl?.A TIO JV. 

(913.) William B.1 Towne (.lollathaJZ,6 7011athan,s Yona-
tltaJt, 4 yoscph,3 JOst.:plt,:: l Vil!iaJJt 1

). Children: 

923. i. \Y'illia1n Henry,8 b. 
924. ii. Charles I~dward,8 b. 
925. u1. Arthur French,8 b. 

Extracts fro1n 1.\Z E. Gen. Rtg., \~ ol. xxxii, p. 9--20; Jan. I 8j 8. • 

''\VILLIA~I BLAXCHARD TO\VXE, an efficient officer in 
the N cw }:ngland Historic, Genealogical Society, and the 
founder of the 'To,vnc :\Iemorial Fund,' ,vas born in Bo\'\·, 
'N. II., l\J onday. Oct. I 2, I 810. He ,vas the eldest of ten 
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children of Jonathan T l,)\\·11t~. 0f \\·ho111 a biographical sketch 
has been printed in the Register (\~ ol. xxix, 326);" ~ee 
also, No. 60~. on p. 104. '' TcnY.XE F.Y:\llLY ::\IE~IORIAL; 

PART THREE." 

"His 1nothcr, Clarissa 1-Ioyt. daughter of Capt. John 
Hoyt, ,vhosc ancestry \\·ill be found in Da,·id \V. Hoyt's 
genealogy of that fan1 ily (see p. 8 3, of that \\·ork), is still 
(I878) living, in the eighty-eighth year of her age. She is 
a ,vo1nan of rc1narkable ,·igor of body and n1ind. One \\'ho 
remen1bcrs her in her prin1e ,,·rites: 'She had not a peer 
,vi thin n1y kno\,. ledge.' " 

\\
7illian1 began to attend school at the age of fiye years. 

and attended it till he ,,·as t,,·elve. He then remained at 
home, assisting on the farn1 during the sun1n1er, and going 
to school during the \\·inter 1nonths, till he ,,·as fifteen. 
\\"hen he \\·as about t\,·elve years old, he began to ha\·e a 
strong desire to strike out for hi111self, and depend upon his 
o,vn efforts to n1aintain himself. 

\Vhen told by his father that a boy of his age could not 
get a living a111ong strangers. he replied, "If you ,vill let 
me try, I ,\·ill never call on home for assistance to the Yalue 
of a farthing.'' The spirit of self-reliance and desire to try 
his fortune in the \\·orlcl increased as he gre,Y older, and he 
persuaded his n1othcr to use her influence \Yith his father 
to obtain pcrn1ission to make a trial. 

.A.t length his ,,·ish ,,·as gratified. \Vhen he \Yas sixteen 
years old, Dr. Josiah Crosby, of Concord, the fan1ily physi­
cian, ,vas one day· in Bo,v, at the house of :\Ir. Jonathan 
To,vne, and expressed a \Yish to find a boy to take care of 
his horses and do errands for :\Irs. :\IcCJary, \\·ith \\·hon1 he 
boarded. :\Ir. To\,·ne said he thought his son \\"il1ian1 
\\·ould suit, and arrangenH:nts \\·ere made for the doctor to 
take him home on his next visit. -~s Dr. Croshv did not ., 

visit the fan1ih· the next da'-·, the bov became irnnatient, .,; .,; J .l 

and packing his bundle started on foot for Concord, four 
miles distant. 



THE TO\\'X.E FA~lILY. IOj 

The day of his lea Ying- ho1ne he has hi111sclf recorded as 
the 20th of .,April. I S.27. .A .. t the end of n1any 1nonths. his 
\Vardrobe \\·as in need of being replenished, but he persi$t­
ently refused to recciYc assi~tance f ro1n ho1ne. · 

Dr. \ Yillard \\·rites: ·· I re1ne111bcr that he told me that 
his father, at one tin1e, brought hi111 a pair of shoes, which 
he refused to accept. \ Vhen his fat her said, ·· \. ou ,vill need 
them, and they \Vere purposely made for you/' he replied, 
"\Vell, I don't \\·ant then1." His father then said, "If you 
,vill not take them I will give the1n to this boy;" and he 
did gi,·c thc1n to a boy standing by. 

\Vhen :\Ir. T O\,·ne told n1c this story he g;n·e as a reason 
why he refused the1n~ that he ,,·ishcd to gi,·c his hope of 
getting his o,\·n living a fair trial. In ... -\ pril, I 829. he 
entered the dry goods and grocery store of \\"n1. \Vest, as 
a clerk, and continued in that en1ployn1cnt, for different 
parties in Concord, till the 24th of July, I 83-1, \\·hen he left 
Concord for Boston, and engaged in the san1e employn1cnt. 
l\lean\Yhile, as appear::; fro111 his dairy, in I S3 I, he began to 
have decided religious in1prcssions, and on Sunday, Jan. I. 

I 832, he joined the First Congregational Church, in Con­
cord, and engaged in Sabbath School ,vork, in a part of 
the to\\·n called the Colon,· . ., 

He earlv took a decided stand in the ten1ocrance and 
., i 

antjsla\·ery causes, which \,·ere then beginning to agitate 
the con1n1unity. On one occasion, he ref used to accept a 
desirable situation till he \\·as assured that his employers 
did not intend to keep ardent spirits for sale. In religion 
he \\·as a trinitarian congregationalist, and \Yas· dismissed 
frorn Rev. Dr. Bouton's church, in ConcQrd, July 2, 1835, 
to the Fir.st Free Congregational Church, in Boston, then 
recently organized, of \,·hich Rev. Charles Fitch ,,·as the 
first pastor. 

This church ,vas of antislavery tendencies; and his f ccl­
ings on this subject are 1nanifest throughout his dairy. 
His friend, \Yilliam Lloyd Garrison, thus v;rites, concern-
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ing 1\f r. 1"'o\\"ne's position: "He ,,·as an early subscriber to 
the Libi~r,?tc1r~ and re1naincd such till the close of its exist­
ence. I hold his n1en1ory in. fragrant ren1en1brancc." I-le 
held n1any offices of trust and rc:;ponsibility, both in his 
native State of X. H. and in ::\I ass. \ Yas i\sscssor of 
Brookline, :\Iass., for fi,·c years, fro1n I 863; represCI)ted 
niilford, X. I-I., in the L,e~islature, in 1873 and iS,-t-; \\·as 
chosen a director of the Souhegan ~ ational Bank, of ::\Til­
ford, Jan. 9, I 872, and the sa1ne clay ,,·as elected president, 
\\·hich office he l~eld till his death, faithfully perforn1ing its 
duties. He bcca1nc a n1en1ber of the X. E. I-list. and Gen .. 
Society, Sept. I 5, I 852. I-Ic ,va~ a director of the Society 
fron1 I 861, and treasurer fron1 I 86 I to I 87 I; and \\"as chair­
man of the finance co1n1nittee after th~t date. In January, 
I Si 5, he \\·as elected ,·ice-president for the State of N cw 
Ha111pshire. He states in the introduction to his genealogy 
of the To,,·nc fa1nily, which he left in 111anuscript, that l1is 
researches into fan1ily history con1111cnced in 1827, \\·hen he 
,vas a lad at school; and in I 8 34, he prefixes to his dairy 
a record of his ancestors, running back to his grandfather's 
grandfather, J oscph3 ( _\'"o. 30 ), living in Topsfield in .I 684. 
In I 84.+, he had prepared an extensiYe genealogy of the 
name of To,,·ne. to \\'hich he continued to add till his death. 
About I 8 52, he had printed, for private distribution, a large 
genealogical chart, gi,·ing a record of the fainilies of all his 
ancestors bearing the surnan1e of 'f o,vne, and ending \\0ith 
that of his o,,·n f an1ih·. On the 28th of :\larch, I 866, he 

# 

sailed for J~urope, and after making a tour of about four 
months in the land of his ancestors, and on the continent, 
he returned to ~oston in July, of that year." It \Vas, 
doubtless, during this visit to England that ~Ir. 'fo,vne, 
obtained the Historical :\Ien1oranda, ,\·ith "·hich he so 
greatly enriched the early history of the family. "In this 
san1e year, he con1 mcncecl printing in the REGISTER, (xx. 
367-7 I; xxi. I 2--22, 217-222), a full genealogy of the 
To\vnes; but the publication ,vas suspended before the 
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con1pletion of the fourth generation. The ren1ainder of the 
\\~ork is preserved in n1anuscript, and is now deposited \\·ith 
the N cw Eng. I-I ist. Gen. Society. 

On the 15th of June, 18--1-2, :\Ir. Towne n1arried ::\Iiss 
~ancy French IIill, <lau~htcr of Jeren1iah I-Iill, a co1nn1is­
sion n1erchant in Boston. She was born :Nov. 26, IS I;, 
and ,vas the seventh generation in descent from Ralph 
Hill, an early inhabitant of Billerica, 1'Iass. .-\ bout the 
year I 846, he re1noved to Brookline, Jlass. I-I ere his \\·if e 
died :\lay 3, 1858, at the age of forty. . On the 23d of 
April, I 867, he \\·as n1arric<l at \ \'" ashington, D. C., by the 
Rev. Charles B. Boynton, D.D., chaplain of the l'!". S. House 
of Representatives; to ::\Iiss Jenny S. Putnain, daughter of 
Daniel Putnan1. of :\Iilford; and sister of the ,,·ife of Hon. 
Bainbridge \Yadleigh. He then removed to the \·illage of 
~.Iilford, N. I-I.; ,Yherc he continueJ to reside till his death, 
\vhich took place at the residence of his son, at J a1naica 
Plain, Boston, ~I ass., April Io, I 8 76, at the age of sixty­
five. He left a \\·ido~v, and also three sons, all members 
of the legal profession, nan1ely: \V n1. Henry, of Boston, 
and Charles Echvard and ... ~rthur French (a life 1ne1nber of 
the N. E. I-I. G. Soc.), of Chicago." ::\Ir. Towne establi:;hcd 
an enduring 111onun1ent to his own n1en1ory, and that, of 
the family, by the con1n1cncen1cnt of the ·•1'o,,·ne ~Ien1orial 
Fund," by· his o\,·n <lonations, ,,·hich fund, no,v in the hands 
of the Society, a1nounts to o\·er four thousand dollars.'J (It 
is to be hoped that some of the n1ore ,vcalthy n1cn1bers of 
the fan1ily, ,,·hen they shall have ascertained their relation­
ship, 1nay feel 1no\·ed to add to this fund, and thus provide 
the 1neans to continue a record of the descendants of 
\V.ILLL.\:\P TO\YX E . and J O~\X X A BLESSIXG, in full, to 
coming·genc.=rations.)-E. H. Chicago, Aug., I SSo. 

(657.) The children of R.ejoice f'.1 and Elizabeth C. 
(Sessions) Towne, of Union, Conn.,. ,vere: 

926. i. Andrew,8 b. June 28, IS#; d. April 4, 1871. 
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'Nel~on:8 b. Dec. 25, 1845 . 
.:\lbert,8 b. Xov. ~s, 1847; d. Oct. 24, 1852. 
lloracc,8 b. Feb. 19, 1850: n1d, No\·. 25, 1873, 

~liss Florence Bid\\·cll. \\"ho ,vas b. 1-\ug .. 
1854. 

I:;'rank,8 b. Sept. 4, 1S52. 
lnfant,8 b .. A.pril 5, 1855: d. Oct. 22, 1856 . 
Georgc,8 b. June 8, 1862 . 

EIGIITH GE;.\~ER.A TIO./\l. 

(929.) The child of I-I orace8 and Florence (Bid,1,1c/l) 
Towne, of l-:-nion, Conn., \\·as: 

933- 1. .A .. rthur 1-f orace,9 b. Ott. I 5, I 87 4. 

(161.) (63.) (20.) 

(432.) Re,·. Salem5 Towne, LL.D. (lsrac/,s l.srac/,4 ~rolz11,3 
(6) 

:lacob,2 IVillianz 1
). ,\·as born at BelchertO\\·n, l\Iass .. l\Iarch 

5. I 779; married, :\I arch 26. I 807, ... -\bagail King, \\·ho ,\·as 
born Oct. I 2, I 78 I, and died~ \\·hilc on a visit to her daugh­
ter at Gallipolis~ 0 .. I)ec. 7. I 840, in her 60th year. 1~hey 
lived at Gran\·ille. \ \" a3hington Co .. X. Y., until I 829, \\·hen 
they remo\·ed to .A.i.1r0ra. They had 7 children, all born 
in Gran,·ille, X. \ .. : 

940. i. :\landelbert,7 b. ~larch I 7, 1808; d .. l\.pril 14, 
san1 c ,·ear. 

941. ii. Celine Rebecca/ b. :\larch 5, I 809; n1d Dr. 
Elisha :\!organ, ::\lay I 2, I 83 I. Lives at 
Gallipolis, O.; have 5 sons and I daughter. 

942. 111. Christopher\,.. ates,7 b. June I 2, I 8 I 2; rnd Sarah 
R.equa, Sept. 20. I 83 ;. Died in .. Aurora, 
Nov. I 8, same year. 

943. iv. I-Iarriet ~ ewell,i b. :\I ay 5, I 8 I 5; md Francis 
. Hart, June I 6, I 845.. Lives in South Brook­
lvn, X. Y . ., . 

944. v. Salem Paln1er,7 b. Sept. 19, 1816; md Louisa 
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11. Case, Oct. S, I S.t-4. Lives at Ne\\· .A.lbany, 
Ind. 

945. vi. Rufus Ro\\·e/ b. Aug. 13, 1820; 1nd Frances 
Kirkwood, Oct. 28, I 846. Li,·es in Paoli, 
Ind. 

946. vii. Beriah IZing.7 b . .t\pril i, 1822; d. Feb. 27, 
1824; in his 2d year. 

Rev. l\Ir. To\\·ne received a classical education, and ob­
tained, at college, the degree of ~laster of .. -\.rts; and later 
in life, that of Doctor of La\\·s. For son1e years, he \vas 
principal of an ..-\cadcrny, and his \\Titings, tnostly on edu­
cational subjects, gi\·c e\·idence that he ,vas endo\\·ed ,\'ith 
more than ordinan· abilities. :\'Iackev's "Lexicon of Free-

* , 

rnasonrv" sa,·s of hirn. '' He \\·as ardcnth· attached to Free-
* , * 

n1asonry. and \\·as. for n1any years, Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter and Grand Prelate of the 
Grand Con1mandery of Xe\,. \,..ork. In 1818, he published 
a small ,,·ork of 283 pages, entitled ... A systen1 of Specula­
tive l\Iasonry. This \\·ork is, of course, tinged ,\·ith the 
lcgendery ideas of the origin of the Institution, pre,·alent 
at that period, and \\·ould not no\,- be accepted as auth9ra­
tive; but it contains, outside of its historical errors, n1any 
valuable and suggcsti,·e thoughts. Brother 1·0\vne ,\·as 
highly rc:spected for his many virtues, the consistency of 
his life, and his unwearied devotion to the 111asonic order." 

He ,vas the author of "To,vne's Speller'" and "Towne's 
_,\.nalysis,'' tv;o of the fir.st \\·orks of the kind e,·er printed 
in the English language: and, in the opinion of many ex­
cellent teachers, t\\-o of the best. 

He died at Greencastle, Indiana, Feb. 24, I 864, at the 
age of 85. 

(161.) (63.) (20.) (4.) 

(824). Abner5 Towne ( I.srac/,s lsracl,4 70/111, 3 Jacob,2 

lVilliavz 1
), born at Belchertown, ?\lass., July I 8, I j67, and 
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nr1rricd Kczia Fairfield. They rc~idcd at Belchertown, 
\\·here he died, .. April 28, 18.:?8, aged 61. No list of their 
children has been obtained; but there see111s to be no 
reasonable doubt that the follo,,·ing. fron1 the ., \-IXTOX 
l\I E:\IORL\L:· p. 199, 1:; in relation to one of then1: 

9-+i• ... -\bner,i b. April 16, 1797; nr1 Sarah Eliza \ .. in ton. 

SE V'.E~1.\TTH GE.:\~ER . .d TIO..:\~ 

." S.-\R.\.H ELIZ.:\ \7"JXTOX, dau. of . .c\biathcr and Sarah 
Vinton. of South HaJrcy, b .. A. pril 2, I So I ; n1<l :\Iay Io, 
1825, Rev .... ..\BXER TO\YXE, b. in Belchertown, ~Iass., ... -\.pril 
16. Ii97: ,,·hod. at I....itchfield, County of Herkin1er, X. Y., 
June 19, 1826, a:. 29." 

":\Ir. To\,·ne grad. at 1) nion Coll., Schenectady; studied 
divinity at _-\ndover; ,\·as ordained pastor of the Pre::;by­
terian Church in Litchfield, aforesaid, in July, I 82"5, a1id d. 
there as above, in the midst of his usefulness, greatly 
la1ncntccl, in eleven n1onths after his ordination."-;+ 

After the death of her husband, \\.id. Sarah E. ( f7 intou) 

• Foot note-5 on page 199, "\·1:"\TOX ::\IE~l0RL\L," give the following: 

,; An illn.iitr~tion of the ch.1r3.cter ·of Rev. :\Ir. Towne, we quote the sub­
joined extra..:t from the \VE:,:;TERX RECORDER, under date of June 2i, I 826. 
This \Y3.'5 a rdigiou:; newsp::1.p~r, of much reput:ition, at the time, edittxl by 
Thom:i;; Ifas~in;;:-. the celebr:i.te,J composer and teacher of Church :\lusic, and 
pu hli:--he<i at l. tica, X. Y., under the patron=t~e, and for the benefit of, the 
\Veskrn Edt:ca~ion ~ocidy a:id Auburn Theolo~icJ.l Seminary." 

"Di~J, on ~Ion Jay en:::nin6, the 19th inst., in Litchfield, County of Herki­
mer, Rev .• -\b:-:er Towne, a:. 29.-Ilis !-ickness was short and distressing, i:ar­
taking (:teply of a bilious; affoction. He had preached twice on Sal,l>ath, the 
IItl, in-.tant, and attended a ihird meetin~ in the evcnin~; on each of which 
occa~i,Jn,; it wa.5 noticed th:-~t he appeared un:.i,-ually enf;aged, and seen~ed to 
be standing very near to the bar of finn.l account. His remain:; were con­
signed to the gr:ive on \V t:cln-;;:~<lay, the 2 Ist in::itant, amid~t a numeroui and 
deeply affected concourse of people. An appropriate sermon wa.-; <le!ivered 
en the occ~ion, by .Rev. :'\! r. \\' aters, of l'ari5, from Phil. i. 23. 'For I am 
in a stra~t h::twixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which 
is far h1:tter. " 

"~Ir. Tuwne h:is been the pastor of the church in Litchfield, only eleYen 
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To\,·ne. 111d a~ ~ccond ·wife, Dr. Robert Safford, a nati,·c of 
Poultney, \·t .. and aftcnYarcl a resident at Gallipolis, Gallia 
County, 0.: and. later. at Putna111. :\Iuskingun1 Co., in the 
sarne Sta tt?. 

(947.) 1'hc only child of Re,· ... Abner and Sarah E. 
( f,··i11fcJJI) 1~o,,·nc, \\·as: 

948. i. Ht?nry Abner,5 b. at Litchfield, N .\r., Jan. 3, I S:!6 . 

.. A. practi~ing la\\"ycr. at Portsn1outh, Ohio. 

months.* l I ow sudden his dep~rture from the :tltar to the bar of God! But 
it was the <lep:i.rtt:re of one who was 'ready' 3,nd willing 'to be offt:red.: He 
Jived for Chri,t, ~nJ liied in the triumphant hope of a glorious immortality. 
He rests from hi, l:1l>or~. and in truth m:iy it he :-:tid th:it ·hi$ works do follow 
him;' .since the ~ririt of God i:; copiou:--ly <l:!:-ccnding there to quicken II is 

people and conn:rt ~i,rnl!r5 to the knowledge of the truth." 
Another obitt,::.n· notice of ::'\l r. Towne s:ixs: .~ .-\ helO\·ed 1''1:t.5tor has been 

, - . 
remoYed from hi:- flock. at a time when his labors were pecuiiarly needed and 
JXtrticularly h1e~:-:~d. Tht1s it i.;; th:1t God 'destroyeth the hope of man'." 

* He preached in Litchf.el<l, two ye~rs in all ; and died in ele\"en m::>ntbs after his ordi­
nation. 
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Six J.,ines of the Dccendants of Willian1 and Joanna Towne; arranged to sho\v their 
Consanguinity for l~ight ( ~cncrations: 

I. 4. 

------ --------- ·--·--------- -·-·--···----

(5 ) ( 14.) ( 5 I•) 

Edrnund. J oscph. Nathan. 
,. 

{I.) (63.) 

\Villian1 .. Israel. 

(65.) 
(6.) 

1~: ph rai rn. 
Jacob. j (20.) 

John. ( 
((16,) I 

J c,nathan. 1 

5. 
-----·--

( 122.) 

Nathan. 

(161.) 

Israel, Jr. 

( I 66.) 

Ed 11 l LI 11<.l. 

( I (18, ) 

Jacob. 

( I 74•) 

Josiah. 

6. 

··---------' 

L:3=>.) 

Benja111in. 

{432·) 

Rev. Salcn1. 

(443.) 

Ednn1nd,J r. 

(452.) 

1-1 on. Salen1 

(4(,4.) 
121 !• 

Josiah, Jr. 

Joe). 

7. 

--
(732.) 

John. 

(944.} 

Salcrn P. 

(77(,.) 

John. 

(672.) 

Gen. Salcrn. 

8. 

(733.) 

John II.. 

(783.) 

licnry. 

(677.) 

vVrn. M. 

( (688.) (698.) 
J Leonard. Leonard,] r. 

") ( (,~)0,) 

\ Susanna. 
(653.) (658.) 

N cl son P. /\ ]ban N. 
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