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TAYLOR ARMS 

.-1 rnis-Or, a saltire sable bet\veen a crescent, surmounted by a cross cross­
let fitch~e azure in chief and in base, and a heart in each flank gules. 

c·rtst-.:\n arn1 fro111 the elbo\v, in ar1nour, holding a dagger both proper . 
.\ I , 1 t t , •-S l ·,Ht l ~ r Ji d ,: Ii s. 

(Burke's "Encyclopedia of Heraldry.") 





Taylor 
1• the large class of occupational surna111es, the patro­

nyn1ic 1"aylor is of early origin. 1"he early records 
show many variations in the spelling of the name: in 
the Hundred Rolls are listed: 'faillar, Taillour, Tail­
lur, Taylour, Tayler, and 1nany others. A Henry C. 
Taliur is found in County Norfolk, in 1273, and a 
Roger le Taylur in County Lincoln at the same period. 

Branches of the fa111ily have long been seated both in n1any of the coun­
ties of England and also in Scotland. (Bardsley: "Dictionary of English 
and \Velsh Surnames.") 

I 

J A 1\1 I~S 'T'A '\' J._Q 1{ is the first of this line of whon1 record is found, and 
his hon1c ,vas Torphichen, Scotland, a town near Edinburgh, fan1ous as the 
birthplace of l\·fary, Queen of Scots. James Taylor followed the calling of 
stone cutter, as had his father before hin1, and he spent his entire life in the 
plac~ of his birth. I-Ie 111arried l\fary Thompson, of the family of the poet 
'rlH 1111 psc ,n. 

II 

J :\ ~11•:S 'I':\\' I .. () I<, son of Ja1nes Taylor and l\1ary (Thon1pson) Tay­
lor, ,-.·as horn in 'l"orphichcn, Scotland, January 10, 1828. When he chose 
his life \\'ork it \\'as in the field that had engaged his father and grandfather, 
;111d he scr,·ecl an apprenticeship as a stone carver with Jan1es Steele, noted 
Scotch sculptor, an exarnplc of ,vhose ,vork is the dog on the Mall in Central 
}>ark, ~C\\" York City. On 11ay 1, 1850, less than a year after their mar­
ria).!t.-. he :tnd his ,,·ife can1e to the United States. Ne,v \Tork City, their first 
ho111t-. did not appl·al to then1. and since l\trs. 1"aylor had a brother who was 
a sur,·c:yor at {;corg-ian llay, Canada, they went to that place, purchasing a 
heautifu] hoine ,vhere they spent one or two years. Mr. Taylor, however, 
decided to return to New York City, where he was joined by his family after 
hl" had estahlished hiinself in business. He was exceptionally talented in 
stone r;1r, ing· and typical spcci1nens of his work along this line were the 
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lions over the old "frinity l}uil<ling-, and the door\vay of the l◄ifth 1\venue 
ho111c of Ja111cs ( ;ordon l1cnnctt. l~y 1858 he had established his O\Vll busi­
ness in Nc\v \"ork, hut at the ottthreak of the Civil \Var he \vent to the front 
,vith the Seventy-ninth llig-hlandcrs of Nc\v \·ork as first lieutenant and 
quartcr111astcr. 1\f ter a short period of service he resig-11cd to return to the 
care of his ,vifc and five children, and 1·esnn1cd his ,vork in sculpture and stone 
carving. 1-Ic continued active until 1875, when ill health caused his rctirc­
tncnt, and at his death in Nc,v \'ork ('ity, ()ctohcr 10, 1877, he was pos­
sessed of an estate of considcr,1 hle value. 

Jan1cs "faylor tnarricd, N ovc111 her 14, I 849, at No. 49 Indian Place, 
Stockbridg·e, Eding·Lurg-h, Scotland, Olivia \,. oung· !\loodic, born in Edin- · 
burgh, Scotland, February r4, 1830, died in Kansas City, lVIissouri, January 
14, 1908. The Reverend \Villian1 F. 1 .. asker perfor111ed the cere1nony. 

Children: 

1. Ivlary Young, born Decen1ber 19, 1850, died in Poughkeepsie, New 
York, June I I, 1925; 111arried, in New York City, April 21, 1874, 
Lewis Wentworth Harrington. 

2. Olivia 'T'ho111pson, born April 22, 1852, died October 22, 1856. 
3. John, of who111 further. 
4. \Villia111, born June 23, 1856, died at Pueblo, Colorado, August 12, 

1915; n1arried (first), in 1881, at South Cleveland, Ohio, Mary 
1\yars; (second), iviay 14, 1912, Katharine Sleeper, of I(ansas 
City, l\il issouri.. 

5. l1essit:, horn Septe111bcr I, 1858; 1narried, at Colu1nbus, Ohio, April 
I -4, 1 X8o, I~rank Royall Houg·hton, of N e,v York City. 

6. Ja111c:s, Jr., born Scpte1nber 22, 186o, died l\Iarch 10, 18j8. 
i• J{ohc:rt Ll·nox, born .:\ ugust J, I 8{>2, died in N cvada, J 11ly 26, I ~)00; 

1narric<l, in I 890, !;ranees S0111ercnd, of Kansas City, l\.Iissouri. 
8. George ~Ioodie, Lorn l)ccen1hcr 29, 186-1-; 111arried (first) Caroline 

I .ink, of Nl·\\· \"ork t'ity; \Sl'l"o11<l), at l\lillhurn, Nt'\Y Jersey, 
Srpte111ht·r 21, 1892, !Jelle 1 .. c\vis. 

9. F'rl·dl·rirk .. ·\ltny, horn June 19, 1868; 111arric<l \tirginia Alexander, 
of Independence, Missouri. · 

10. Ralph l)avi<lson, born August 6, 1870, died March 22, 1872. 









MOODIE ARMS 

Ar1ns-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, azure three ships in full sail argent on a chief 
wavy gules a beacon or; 2nd and 3rd azure cf chevron ermine be­
tween three pheons argent in chief a hunting-horn or. 

Crest-On a naval coronet a lion passant holding a flag, on a scroll above the 
same, "The reward of valour." · 

(Burke's "General Armory.") 
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III 

JOI-IX 'l'1\ \·l .. 01{, son of Ja1nes and OliYia ( ~lt)l)die) 1'aylor, ,,·as born 
in Ne\v York City, June 30, 1854. He receiYed a good practical education in 
the public schools of N e\v York City and in the Packard Business School. 
\Vlu.·n la· ,vas hut sixtt·t·n yt·ars of ag-t·, his father dit·cl and the exigencies of 
the fa 111 i 1 y situation n cc es sit at ed his starting- out to In a k e his own way. I-I is 
first business position ,vas in Nashua, New llan1pshirc, where he was em­
ployed hy an uncle, \\1i11ia111 'faylor, later of the \Villiam rf'aylor and Son 
dry g-oods store, of Clcvc1:ind, Ohio. l◄"ro111 here, he entered the e111ploy of 
another uncle, ,vho ,vas in business under the fir111 natne of I-Iogg, Brown 
and 1'aylor, of Boston, ]\'Iassachusetts. 

At the age of t\venty-one, the young n1an, John Taylor, ,vent to New 
Haven, Connecticut, and here entered in business for hin1self, establishing 
the fir111 of .. A.dan1s and Taylor in partnership with J. N. 1\dan1s. Another 
venture of the sa1ne nature ,,1as later launched by l\1Ir. 'fay1or in Colun1bus, 
Ohio, this ti111e with George Sinclair as partner. It has been said that at 
this ti111e Kansas City ,vas the "best advertised town in the United States." 
Of John Taylor, it can be truly said that he had ability to tak~ a long look 
ahead, and as far back as 1881, he envisioned the greatness and coming 
place of Kansas City. Together ,vith 1'1r. Sinclair, he, accordingly, started 
ne,v endeavors in that place, establishing a dry goods business, September 
5, 1 R~ 1. 'rhe first 111ovc of the partners was the leasing of the first floor and 
basen1ent of the south half of the ne\v Ridge Building at No. 1038 :rvfain 
Street, before it ,vas finished. These were the days when real estate dealers 
were boon1ing the to\vn, when l'v1ain Street had boardwalks, plank street cross­
ings and a pavc1nent of broken n1acadan1. l\1r. Taylor noticed that men "sat 
on fences, ,vhittled anc.l s,vapped lies and traded in dirt." His partner aban­
doned the .venture within a year and sold his interest to 1'Ir. Taylor, who 
hung on. His ,vas ever the faith to stick to his enterprise in spite of disap­
pni11t 11H'1lt ~. 1 lis 11a111t' 

0 JPhn 't'aylnr" appl'arl'd on a sign hrfore the 111odcst 
l'ntranl·l' to thl' si111plt' little storl'. '.1hc. .. proprietor and a Scotch c111ployee 
s\vcpt the sha ving·s f ro111 the new store and labored night and day putting up 
shelving-, .unpacking boxes and placing conveniently and attractively the 
nc\v stock. Said the employee of his hardworking superior: 

1\1 r. 'raylor worked very hard in those days and did pretty 
n1uch of everything-. He did all the buying, and he wrote all the 
advcrtisc111ents. lle painted all the signs and price cards for the 
stock and \vindows. In fact, he did everything. 
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The business prospered and grew, and so fir1nly was it established that 
the crash ,vhich wrecked the financial world and disturbed the ,vhole con1-
n1unity, cticl not \vrcck John Taylor's firn1ly founded business. 

\-Vi thin a f C\V years after he becan1c sole owner, 11 r. "faylor built his· 
shallo,v store not 1nore than sixty-five feet in depth back to the alley. Then 
he took over and occupied the second and third floors and finally took a lease 
on the whole building, one hundred feet of frontage. Wider and wider 
prosperity, foun<led on fair dealing, industry and keen ability, ca111e. In 
1903, he bought two hundred feet of ground on Baltin1ore Avenue and 
erected a five-story and bascn1ent building which is now part of the Taylor 
store. Son1e years later, his growing enterprise called for still more room, 
and was installed in newly purchased additions, purchased at different times 
as the volun1e of business increased and the reasonable expectation of future 
gro,vth n1ade expansion seem wise. The first twenty-six ,vere bought from 
i\:f rs. Robert Lakenan; the second obtained by purchase from Thomas 
Corrigan. Both of these previous owners were n1embers of old Kansas City 
families. These additions included fifty-two feet of the Main Street build­
ing, as well as the long time lease on the remaining forty-eight feet of the 

• original Ridge Building. Thus had this business of modest beginnings 
grown to be an organization of great size. In 19r4, the building was re­
placed by one of six stories with steel strong enough to carry four additional 
stories. The ten employees gre,v in number to several hundred and these 
are still connected with the business. Many of them are of Scotch birth 
and lineage, chosen by the founder, Mr. Taylor, always aware of the fine 
heritage that his own Scotch ancestry had given him. Then, too, many in 
the neighborhood are of the same desce·nt and find congenial the Scotch 
at1nosphere which pervades the establishment. The department store which 
had its humble beginnings in the sn1all dry goods concern, bears strong 
testimony to the faculty of 1'Ir. 'faylor of securing the confidence and co­
opt·ration of h()th patrons and e1nployees. For a long period, he ,vorked 
art ivc.'ly in its uphuilding-, and though for 1nany yrars not resident in Kan­
sas City, he still re1naine<l president of the co111pany and closely associated 
with its progress, as well as that of Kansas City itself, for he bent his ener­
gies as earnestly toward upbuilding the city as toward erecting his own 
fortunes. 
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1'he last nineteen years of John rfaylor's liie \\·ere not spent in Kan­
sas City, fur he took up his residence in tlillburn, Xe,,p Jersey, and had 
an office in N C\V York City. So greatly did his store prosper, that :rvlr. 1'ay­
lor's three thousand two hundred and ninety-seven shares of its capital 
stock \verc valued, at the titne of his death, at $329,700. His real estate 
holdings in other places than Kansas City included property in the vicinity 
of N cw Cha111 hers Street and New Bowery in New York, and fifty acres of 
land in Essex County, New Jersey. 'fhe success o_f Mr. 1'aylor awakes 
adn1iration and this is the recognition well-founded, that his career illus­
trates certain virtues of 111an and character, typical of the strong, able and 
high-minded An1erican. 

John Taylor was a life n1en1ber of the Kansas City St .. Andrew Society, 
and showed deep interest in the prime purpose of the organization, nan1ely 
the building of an old folks' home. A sincere Christian, rather than a rig­
orous adherent of a creed, the 1nan was noted for his home-loving disposi­
tion and his interest in his fellow-n1en. His ideals were hun1anitarian, and 
he worked in a spirit of cooperation with a true desire to serve. Mr. Taylor 
was a 111cn1hcr of the Christian Church in l(ansa.s City. For a tin1e in New 
York he went to the Presbyterian Church, and while in New Jersey attended 
the little Presbyterian Church in Springfield, known for its memot'able his­
toric associations. He later found inspiration and satisfaction in allying 
hi111self ,vith the Church of Christ, Scientist, the church to which his wife 
belongs. I-lis political vie,vs were those of the Republican party. His clubs 
,vere the Baltusrol Golf Club, Short Hills, New Jersey; the Short Hills 
Club; the Kansas City Club, of Kansas City; and th_e Country Club, of 
Kansas City. Driving horses and golf provided hin1 with his chosen forms 
of recreation. 
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TAYLOR 

Death came to 11r. Taylor at his New Jersey home, November 30, 1919, 
at the end of sixty-five years of productivity and broad usefulness. In busi­
ness astute, farsighted, firm, and able, he was a success, and his success was 
the success of his city. He was quite literally a shaping clen1ent in the for­
mative period of Kansas City and impressed the young city with something 
of his own high ideals and arnbitions. Among· those who "believed" in 
Kansas City at all tin1es and under even adverse conditions was Mr. 1"aylor, 
who was willing to fortify his belief with all his fortune. He built up an 
institution which. is a proverb for square dealing, for reliability, and for 
sound business policy. 

A tangible 111onu1nent to his ability, the John Taylor Dry Goods Com­
pany is far n1ore than the most itnposing and progressive department store 
in an alert con1n1unity; it connotes high ideals of public service in mer­
chandising, substantial n1erit, and dependability. His methods, ability, and 
integrity helped to establish for the whole retail trade of the city such high 
standards that the city became the retail trade capital of the territory. His 
generosity and public spirit had a share in every worthy civic or philan­
thropic enterprise. His personality entered into creating an ideal of citizen­
ship for the city which has colored all its subsequent history. 

Of John 1"aylor as a citizen and contributor to public progress, the 
Kansas City "Journal" speaks thus on its editorial page: 

The John Taylor Dry Goods Company has always been depend­
able as a leader in all those public-spirited enterprises which make 
for the progress and prosperity of the con1munity, even those which 
are often looked at sotnewhat askance by those short-sighted busi­
ness men who are inclined to relegate "art" to the background. 
The Symphony Orchestra had no n1ore sympathetic or generous 
supporter than Mr. Taylor, and his name and that of his firm could 
always be found on the subscription lists of all worthy projects for 
the better1nent of the condition of the people or for the general up­
t i ft of t ht" r n 111 n n 1 n i t y. 11 c. • , v as al \\' a y s in t h c 111 o st inti 111 at c co In -

n1unication \vith everything- ,vhich concerned the welfare of the city 
ancl l\.ansas <..:ity has not in a Jong tin1c lost a 111ore devoted or val­
uable friend than in the death of John 'faylor, whose passing will 
be universa1Iy regretted, but who leaves behind as a legacy the cer­
tainty that his firm will ''carry on" with the same broad civic vision 
and fine genius for commercial cleanness and soundness which 
characterized him during his life time. 
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On the other hand, his personal life ,vas pure and noble, imbued ,vith a 
love of those ,vho surrounded hin1 in the way of fa111ily and friends, and 
,vit ha hu111anitarianisn1 ,vhich sought to help all of his fellow-men. A good 
111:111, a kindly n1an, he was a great A1nerican. 

John 1""aylor 111arried (first), at Colu111bus, Ohio, in 1881, Elizabeth 
Allen, of Lexington, Kentucky, ,vho died in Kansas City. He 1narried (sec­
ond), at Kansas City, Gertrude Riner. (See Riner IV.) 

Children of the first marriage: 

I. Albert Allen, born in Kansas City, October 3, 1889, president of the 
Kansas City store (1927). He married, October 27, 1913, Nita 
Nao111i Abrahan1, of Kansas City, and they have two children: 
\Villia111 Robert, and Nita Nannette. 

2. John 1"'aylor, Jr., born in Kansas City, January 13, 1891, cl)airman 
of the board of directors of the Kansas City store ( 1927). He 
111arried, June 25, 1913, Kathleen Fredericka Cox, of 1-iillburn, 
New Jersey, and they have children: Katharine, Jane and Ruth, 
and John Taylor, III. 

By family arrangement, the offices of president and chairman of the 
board of directors of the Kansas City store are shared by these two sons of 
the first 111arriage of !v1 r. 1"'aylor. 1""he basis of this arrangen1ent is the alte~-• 

· nation of these offices yearly, this year ( 1927) Albert Allen Taylor being 
president and John 1"aylor chair1nan of the board of directors. Next year, 
the latter wi11 hold the chief executive position, and his brother act in the 
capacity of head of the directorship. This will be indefinitely continued. 
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Children of the second marriage: 

I. 1-Iarold Kenneth, horn in 1Vli11hurn, New Jersey, May 9, 1902; mar­
ried, at Spring- J4akc, Nc\v Jersey, Aug-ust 5, 1925, I-Iarrictte 
])orothy Borden, of Ne,v York City. 

2. I~uth Cecilia, horn ~t Bch11ar, New Jersey, Septen1hcr 2, 1903; a 
graduate of l)ana Ha11 and 1 >ine 1\1 anor Schoo], W cllesley, Mas­
sachusetts; 111arried, at Sound Ileach, Connecticut, July 23, 
1927, (;eorge J. De Garn10, Jr., of Mian1i, Florida. 

3. Olivia, born at Beln1ar, New Jersey, July 21, 1905, a graduate of 
Principia Co11ege, St. Louis, 11issouri; 111arried, at Short Hills, 
New Jersey, October 3, 1925, 11aurice Fornachon Griffin, of 
New York City. They have one son, George Theodore Griffin. 

In true appreciation of the modest and unassuming, yet deep humani­
tarian trend of the life of Mr. Taylor, a n1ost fitting tribute has been made 
by l\1rs. Taylor and her three children, Harold Kenneth Taylor, Ruth Taylor 
DeGar1110 and Olivia (Taylor) Griffin. A park has been donated, appropri-· 
ately situated in l\Iillburn, New Jersey, the place of John Taylor's residence 
for so many years. Dedicated l\lay 30, 1924, this park is complete in every 
detail. It covers a space of fourteen acres and its trees and lawns will serve 
the need of many people, perpetuating in most beautiful manner remem­
brance of the man in whose name it has been founded. Within its confines 
there has been erected a bronze tablet in his memory, placed there by the 
donors who have thus honored him. 









RHEINER (REINER-RINER) ARMS 

Arms-Azure, a fess wavy argent. 
Crest-Two wings !'antique, colors as in the shield. 

(Rietstap's "Armorial General.'') 





Riner 
01'H authorities Pott and Yonge refer the Gcrn1an 

fa111ily na111c H.cincr or l{hcincr to the old Gcr111an 
Raginher, judgtnent or guide of the arn1y; French 
Regnier, Anglo-Norman Rayner. 

'fHE FA1\1ILY IN AMERICA 

I 

PETER RINER, born in 1776, was son of a Reiner who came in the 
Palatine German immigration, but it is not known whether his father was 
\Ta)entin Reiner, who took tµe oath of allegiance to Pennsylvania at Phila­
delphia, September 5, 1748; Christian Reiner; Christian or Johan Friedric 
Re~ner both of whom came on the ship "Fane," and took oath October 17,_ 
1749; Balthas Reiner, who took oath September 30, 1754; Michael Reiner, 
who took oath October 20, 1764; or Johann Georg Reiner, who took oath 
September 18, 1773; but most likely one of the first three. The family to 
which he belonged, later settled in what is now Berkeley County, West Vir­
ginia. The family were planters, and Peter became the wealthiest man in his 
section. He died April 26, 1848. He married (first) Mrs. l\1ary (Lingam­
felter) Hofftnan, who had two sons by her Hoffman marriage. He mar­
ried (second) Mrs. Mary (Folck) Lingamfelter, born in 178o, sister-in-law 
of his first ,vifc, who had Lingamfelter (Lingenfeldter) sons John and 
Jacob, and a daughter Elizabeth. 

(Egle: "Nan1es of Foreigners who Took the Oath, 1727-1775," pp. 
262-50().) 

Children born in Berkeley County, Virginia. 
By first marriage: 

1. l~lizaheth. 
:..?. 1\1 a ry. 
3. Henry. 
4. Catherine. 

By second marriage: 

5. David, of whom further. 
(Flagg: "Descendants of Josiah Flagg," pp. 30-33.) 
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II 

DAVID RINER, son of Peter and 1-lary (Folck-Lingan1felter) Riner, 
,vas born at L.ittle Georgeto,vn, Berkeley County, \rirginia (no,v \Vest 
\iirginia), l)ccc111bcr 8, 1819, and died in Riner (originally Auburn), 11ont­
g-0111cry County, \rirg-inia. l\larch 8, I<JO..?. l ll· ,vas a far1ncr in I .. ittlc Gcorge­
to,vn, nine 111ilcs f ron1 1\1 artinshurg, \ 1 irg-inia ( no\v \Vest \'irg-inia), o~ning 
fine far111ing- lands and several sawn1ills on the ]loto111ac l~ivcr. 'I'he great 
frtshet of 1853 destroyed his 111ills, and he 111oved to Auburn, renamed Riner 
in his honor in 188o. He was a strong Unionist in the Civil War, an upright 
and good citizen; once a representative of lVIontgomery County in the State 
Legislature, and a County 1-lagistrate. He was n1arried by Rev. Philip 
Lipsco1nb, in l\.fartinsburg, Decen1ber 12, 1848, to Margaret Melissa Flagg. 
(See Flagg VIII.) 

Children, except first t,vo, born in Auburn, \Vest Virginia: 

I. George H cnry, of ,vho111 further. 
2. 1\T ary Elizabeth born Septen1ber 2, 1851, died at Auburn, August 2, 

1853. 
3. John I)aniel, born Noven1ber 9, 1853, died at Riner, May 16, 1882. 
4. 1\-Iartha Jane, born Noven1ber 28, 1855, died at Tucumcari, New 

lv1 exico, March 20, 1914; n1arried, l\1arch Io, I 87 4, James H. 
Altizer. 

5. \\1illia111 'fhomas, born October 12, 1857, ren1oved about 1918, to 
Locust Grove, Floyd County, Virginia; married December 19, 
I 883, Sa11ie Ann Altizer. 

6. Alice Burkhart, born .:\pril 9, 1860; 1narried, June 15, 1884, Rev. 
Noah Berry \ Vickha1n, ,vho for several years traveled for the 
An1erican Sunday School Union, settled in Oklahoma in mis­
sionary ,vork; residence, N orn1an, Oklahoma. 

7. l\Iarg-aret Catherine. horn Septe111htr 7. 1~63, clil~d at Dublin, Pul­
aski L\n111ty, \ · irginia, l)ccc111 bcr 28, l 9<-XJ; 1narric<l l◄cbruary 

6, 1884, Jan1es Jackson vVall. 
8. Emmaline Virginia, born February 21, 1865; married, December 

12, 1889, Sin1on Peter vVillis, 1nerchant of vVillis, Floyd County, 
\ 1irginia, who died February 17, 1915; follows his business. 

9. Lucy Flaherty (twin), born October 28, 1868; n1arried, June 13, 
1888, Rev. Edward Leesing Folk, a Lutheran minister of Doubs, 
l\1aryland. 

10. David I-Jug-hes (t\vin), born October 28, 1868; civil engineer, now 
in Buena l::,ark, California; 111arried, in California, Noven1ber 15, 
1908, J u1ia Stankey, who has since died. 
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III 

GEORGE HENRY RINER, son of David and 1\'largaret Melissa 
(Flagg) l{incr, was horn at L.ittlc (~corgctown, llcrkelcy County, \ 1irginia, 
Septen1bcr 10, 1849, and died in 0111aha, Nebraska, August II, 1916. I-le 
went \,Vest and settled first at l\iount l\,Iorris, Illinois, as a carpenter and 
builder in 1873. I-le made a trip to l\lissouri, hut returned to Illinois, and 
several years later, in I 882, established as a lun1ber dealer at Rosedale, 
Kansas. In February, I 883, he 1noved his fan1ily fron1 Illinois to this place, 
\vhcre he rcn1ained until 1885. \vhen he beca111e a partner in the Roach and 
Riner Sash and l)oor Con1pany, at Kansas City, Missouri. He married, at 
1\-Iount l\'1orris, Illinois, l\,farch 2, 1876, Augusta C. Stroh. (See Stroh II.) 
To George Henry and Augusta C. (Stroh) Riner three daughters and two 
sons were born: 

I. l\'Iargaret Adele, born at lVIount Morris, Illinois, May 31, 1877; mar­
ried, August 19, 1901, Edward Everard Canhan1, Jr. They live 
in Kansas City, and have three children: Margaret, Dorothy 
Ruth, and \iirginia Edward. 

2. Gertr·udc, of whom further. 
3. Alice Josephine, born at l\1ount Morris1 Illinois, August 25, 188o, 

died at Short llills, New Jersey, April II, 1922. 

4. John })avid, born at Mount l\forris, Illinois, August 24, 1882; mar­
ried, at Gentry, Arkansas, Septen1ber I, 1915, Nell June Stur­
geon, and they reside in Kansas City. 

5. George I-lolly, born at Rosedale, Kansas, July 14, 1885, died at Kan­
sas City, January 7, 1886. 

IV 

GERTRUDE RINER, daughter of George Henry and Augusta C. 
(Strnh) l~int·r, \\'as horn at ~lonnt iiorris, lllinois. No\'e111hcr :!R. 1878. She 
111arried (as st'l'OtHl ,vift·), at Kansas c·ity, l\lissouri, October 29, 1900, John 
'f'aylor. (Sec 'faylor II.) l\lrs. 'J'aylor is a Christian Scientist, n1ember of 
the Mother Church in Boston. 

("History of Ogle County, Illinois," p. 778.) 









S'fROH ARMS 

Arms-Or, a man habited argent, breeches gules, a border of the second, 
holding in the dexter hand a grenade of war, in the sinister a square. 

(Rietstap's "Armorial General.") 





STROH 

THE FAlVIII~Y IN A1'1ERICA 

I 

37 

NICI-IOLAS JOHN S'I'ROH was born ·in Lykens Valley, Dauphin 
County~ 1-icnnsyt,,ania, 1\Iay 5. Ij()8. and ,vas probably a descendant of the 
abovc-na1ncd 1\Iichacl. Nicholas J. Stroh received his early education in 
the gra111111ar schools of Dauphin County, and entered college under the 
direction of Rev. 1\1 r. l .. ock111an, a L.utheran 111inister who educated a nun1-
hcr of young- n1cn for the 1ninistry. 1\fter co111pleting his college course, 
l\I r. Stroh ,vas ordained to the 111inistry by the L.utheran Synod of Penn­
sylvania, about 1823. After preaching for various churches in the East, he 
traveled through Illinois and other \Vestern States with a view to restora­
tion of in1paired health. On returning to Pennsylvania, he married, March 
2, 1826, near Newville, Pennsylvania, Elizabeth Givler, born December 2, 

18o7. They can1e to Ogle County, Illinois, in 1845, and resided at Oregon 
one year and organized the Lutheran Church at that place. They then 
111oved to 1\:1 ount 1\if orris, where he purchased two large far1ns, on one of 
which he n1ade his home, and for 1nany years engaged in farn1ing, mean­
while preaching in the region round about. Rev. Nicholas J. Stroh organ­
ized the Lutheran Church in l\,Jount l\1orris, and was its minister for a 
nu1nber of years. He died January I, 1897, aged ninety-eight, and his wife 
died Noyen1ber 10, 1894. 
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Children: 

I. 

? .... 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

11aria, born Novc1nber 23, 1828; n1arried, July 4, 1846, l"lhilip R. 
Bennett, 111crchant in Orcg·on, Illinois, born in Massachusetts, 
October 10, 1824. I-le died, March I, 1855, and she n1arried 
(second) \Villia111 Schultz, horn in New York, May 23, 1823. 
l•our children by each n1arriagc. 

I~uthcr M., horn April 17, 1830. 
l\'luchlenbcrg, born July 28, 1832. 
l\1artha E., born Septen1 ber 6, 1835. 
Rhenius, born April 27, 1837. 
Gustavus A., born Septen1ber 16, 1840. 
Alfred E., born l\:larch 6, 1842. 
Augusta C. (twin), of whon1 further. 
Cecilia A. (t,vin), born February 16, 1844. 

10. Josephine, born at l\.fount l\Iorris, Illinois, June 6, 1848. 

II 

AUGUSTA C. STROH, daughter of Nicholas J. and Elizabeth (Giv­
ler) Stroh, was born February 16, 1844, and died at Kansas City, Missouri, 
January 9, 1922. She 111arried George Henry Riner. (See Riner III.) 

("Biographical Record of Ogle County, Illinois," pp. 216-217 (portrait); 
Egle: ''History of IJebanon County," p. 351; Egle: "Notes and Queries, 
Annual Volun1e, 1896," pp. 170-171.) 









FLEGG (FLAGG) AR!\-1S 

Arnis-Per pale or and sable, a chevron counterchanged. 
Crest-Two lions' gambs in saltire sable, enfiled with two laurel branches 

in orle vert. (Burke's "General Armory.") 





Flagg 
F the class derived from localities, the surname Flegg 

(in America, Flagg) originated from Flegg hundred, 
now divided into East and West Flegg, hundreds in 
County Norfolk, England. Al gar de Fl egg is in 
Blon1efield and Parkin, History of Norfolk in the 
reign of Henry II ( 1154-1189); Henry de Flegg in the 
reign of Richard I ( I 189-1199); John de Flegg in the 

reign of Henry III (1216-1272), and John Flegg in the seventh year of 
Henry VIII. 

(Bardsley: "Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames.") 

THE FAMILY IN AMERICA 

I 

THOMAS FLEGG, the ancestor of most, if not all, of the Flaggs in 
the United States, was the second of four sons of Bartholomew Flegg of 
Whimbergh and Shipdhan1, County Norfolk, and of Alicia, his wife, and 
was baptized at Whimbergh in 1615. He \vas c:1te~ .::~ as one of the three 

• l ; t l , 
servants of Richard Carver, at Scratby, Norfolk, the point of their cn1barka-
tion for New England, April I I, 1637 ("l-Iotten's Lists," p. 291), and as of 
the age of twenty-one years. He was a proprietor in Watertown, Massa­
chusetts, in 1641, and served the to,vn as surveyor, assessor, and as select­
nlan, I6il, 16j4-j6-j~, and died in \\'att.~rto,vn, l◄cbruary 6, 1697-98. His 
,vife, l\lary, ,vhosc fatnily na1ne does not appear, died in 1703, aged eighty­
three. (Flagg: "Descendants of Josiah Flagg," pp. 6o-67.) 
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Children, born in \Vaterto,vn, Massachusetts: 

I. Gcrs/zonz, of who111 further. 
2. John, horn J ttnc 14, 1643; lived in Watertown; died February 6, 

1696-97; 111arried, l\1farch 30, 1670, Mary Gale. 
3. Ilartho10111c\v, horn J-;'cbruary 23, 1644-45; served in King Philip's 

War. 
4. 'T'ho111as, horn April 28, 1646; 111arricd, I•ebruary J 8, 1667-68, Re-

becca l)ix. 
5. Willia1n, born in 1648( ?), killed in 1675, at Lancaster, by Indians. 
6. l\;1ichael, born :rviarch 23, 1650-51, died October 16, 1711. 
7. Eleazar, born l\tf ay 14, 1653, died in 1722. 
8. Elizabeth, born l\tlarch 22, 1654-55, died August 9, 1729; n1arried, 

October 20, 16i6, Joshua Bigelow. 
9. l\.J ary, born June 14, 1657, died Septe1nber 7, 1720; married, June 3, 

1674, Sa11111el Bigelow. 
10. Rebecca, born Septe111ber 5, 166o, died in 1721; married, November 

19, 1679, Stephen Cook. 
11. Benjan1in, born June 25, 1662, died in \Vorcester, May 3, 1741. 
12. Allen, born l\1ay 16, 1665, died in November, 171 I; descendants in 

Connecticut. 
(Bond: "Genealogies of Watertown," pp. 219-221.) 
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II 

GERSH01'I FI.JAGG, son of Thomas and Mary Flegg, was born at 
\Vaterto,\'n, !\lassachusctts, April 16, 1641, killed at Lan1prey River, New 
Hampshire, by Indians, July 6, 1690. He was a tanner and settled in W o­
burn, Iviassachusetts, about 1668. In King Willian1's War he was a lieu­
tenant in Captain \Viswall's Con1pany in a fight with the Indians in what 
is now Lee, New Hampshire, until he was killed. He married, in Woburn, 
April 15, 1668, Hannah Lepingwell ( or Leppingwell.) (See Lepingwell II.) 

Children, born in Woburn, Massachusetts: 

I. Gershom, born March 10, 1669. 
2. Eliezer, born in August, 16iO, died July 12, 1726; married, in 16g5, 

Esther Green. 
3. John, born !\fay 25, 1673. 
4. Hannah, born !\larch 12, 1675; married January 9, 16g5, Henry 

Green. 
5. Thon1as, horn June 22, died June 23, 1677. 
6. JI.bcnc=cr, of whon1 further. 
7. Abigail, born January 8, 168o-81; married (first) David Cutler; 

(second) Stephen Wright. 
8. Mary, born February 2, 1682-83. 
9. Thon1as, born April 19, 1685; married Hannah, surname unknown. 

10. Benoni, born and died August 19, 1687. 
(\V oburn, Births, etc., Part I, p. 92.) 
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III 

EBENEZER FLAGG, son of Gershon1 and Hannah Lepingwell (or 
Lcppingwcll) l1lagg, was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, l)cce1nber 21, 

1678, died there July 10, 1746. He 111arried, Dece1nber 25, 1700, Elizabeth 
Carter. (Sec Carter TTL) 

Children, horn in Woburn, Massachusetts: 

I. Elizabeth, born July 25, 1701; married Jacob Whitmore. 
Mary, born Decen1ber 25, 1702. 

3. Ebcnc=cr, of whotn further. 
4. John, born Septen1 her 7, 17o6, died J unc 23, I 724-
5. Gershon1, born July 29, 17o8, died in 1730, Wiln1ington residence. 
6. Tho1nas, born Nove1nber 9, 1710, died in 1747; n1arried !vlary 

(Locke) Richardson. 
7. Josiah, born Nove111ber 12, 1712, died in 1741; married Mary 

Willis. 
8. Ruth, born October 14, 1714. 
9. Hannah, born October 1, 1716; n1arried Nathaniel Reed. 

10. Abigail, born July 20, 1718. 

11. Abigail, born June 7, 1722; married Samuel Estabrook. 
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IV 

RE\TEREND EBENEZER FLAGG, son of Ebenezer and Elizabeth 
(Carter) Flagg, was born at \Voburn, l\1lassachusetts, October 18, 1704, and 
died in Chester, Ne,v Hampshire, Noven1ber 14, 1796. He was a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1725; and later prepared for the tninistry. In 1736 he 
was invited to hccon1e the successor of I~everend Moses Hale, the first min­
ister of Chester, and was ordained Scptetnbcr 22, 1736. I-le purchased a 
house and lot in 1736 f ron1 his predecessor; and was one of the great preach­
ers of his day. Ebenezer Flagg was instrun1ental in the "Great Revival of 
174r." In 1793, on reaching the age of eighty-nine he withdrew from the 
active pastorate; the church granting him £30 a year and settling Reverend 
Mr. Bradstreet as his colleague. He tnarried, in Boston, N oven1ber I 5, 1739, 
Lucretia Keyes. (See Keyes IV.) 

Children, born in Chester, New Hampshire: 

1. Lucretia, born in 1741; n1arried Peter Coffin, of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. 

2. John, born in 17 43, died in 1793; Harvard, I 761 ; colonel in the 
Revolution; physician in Lynn, Massachusetts; married Sus­
anna Towle. 

3. Tlzo1nas, of whom further. 
4. Josiah, born in 1748, died in 1799; served in the Revolution; mar-

ried Anna Webster. 
5. Sarah, born in I 751, died in 183 I ; n1arried --- Evans. 
6. Richard, born in I 754, died in I 762. 
7. Ebenezer, born in I 757, died in 1796; lived at Salem; married Mary 

En1erson. 
8. Mary, born in 1759, died in 1842; married Ebenezer Greenough. 
9. Catherine, born in 1762, died young. 
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V 

THOMAS FI.-AGG, son of Reverend Ebenezer and Lucretia (Keyes) 
F1agg, was born at Chester, New I-Ia111pshire, October 17, 1745; probably 
lost at sea, for tradition says he was a sea captain. He n1arried, August 7, 
Ij65, Elizabeth Foss, daughter of Captain Zachariah and Sarah (Water­
house) Foss, of Portsmouth, Ne,v Hampshire. 

Children: 

I. Thomas, _born about 176j. He was taken south by his "Aunt 
Keyes," his mother having died when her children were young. 
He later settled in Charlestown, Jefferson County, Virginia, 
now a part of West \ 7irginia. 

2. J os£ah, of whom further. 
3. John, said to have lived in Boston, Massachusetts. 

VI 

JOSIAH FI.JAGG, son of Thon1as and Elizabeth (Foss) Flagg, was 
born about 1770, and died at Flagg's Mi11s, Berkeley County, Virginia, May 
9, 1849. He and his brother Thon1as were taken by their great aunt, Miss 
Ruth Keyes, sister of Mrs. Ebenezer (Keyes) Flagg, of Chester, New 
Han1pshire, to the Virginia plantation of her father, Gershom Keyes. 
Josiah, having no trade and being an exce11ent violinist and dancer, on 
becoming of age became ten1porarily a dancing master. Among his pupils 
was Margaretta Shively, daughter of John Shively, a Swiss merchant who 
had emigrated before the Revolutionary War, and purchased large tracts 
of land in old Frederick County, Virginia (the part set off in 1772 as Berk­
eley County, and now in West \Tirginia). Josiah Flagg married, January 
28, 1790, Margaretta Shively, born about 1772, died February 20, 1835. 
After the death of her father in I 792, she inherited his whole estate, and 
hroug-ht it to ht•r hushand, \\'ho sold part of the land, and built "Flagg's 
.l\lills." 1'hese consisted of one large three-story flour 1nill, one plaster mill, 
and one sawn1ill, all run by ,vater power from the Tuscarora, and about one 
mile from Martinsburg. 
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Children, born at Flagg's :\lills .. Berkeley County, \·irginia: 

I. Ruth Keyes, born Decetnber 17, Ii90, died at l\Iartinsburg, March 

3. 

16, 1873; n1arricd, in 1812, Daniel Burkhart. 
1\1olly, horn July 2, li92, died April 6, 1807. 
l~lizahcth, horn .l\'lay 21, J 794, died probably in her 0 tcens." 

4. 1\1artha Matilda, born June 13, 1797, died August 22, 18oo. 
5. Ruhan1ah, born April 7, died June 25, 18oo. 
6. J 0l11i Af agntts_, of whon1 further. 
7. Thon1as George, born Nove1nber 14, 18o3, died May 11, 1879, at 

8. 
Flagg's 1\1ills; 111arried, in 1828, Margaret B. Slemons. 

Esther Joida Ann, born August 9, 18o6; n1arried (first) Joseph 
Minghini; (second) Ja1nes Barnard. 

9. Josiah David, born August 20, 18og, died August 24, 1885, a farmer; 
left an estate of some $6o,ooo, eventually divided between the 
families of his brothers and sisters. He married Caroline Burk-
hart, but had no issue. 

10. Margaret Louisa, born lviay 18, 181 I, died young. 
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VII 

JOHN MAGNUS FLAGG, son of Josiah and Margaretta (Shively) 
Flagg, was born at Flagg's !vlills, Berkeley County, Virginia, July 28, 18o1, 
died at sea, Septen1ber 24, 1849. He received a liberal education and as a 
n1edical student attended lectures at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, Balthnore, 1823-24. It is thought he began practice in Baltimore, 
but he rcn1ovcd later to Martinsburg. Being in ill health in 1849, he sailed 
at the titne of the "gold fever" of 1849, for California, by way of Cape Horn, 
but died at sea near Cape Horn, Scpte111ber 24 (another account says Octo­
ber 19), and was buried at sea. John 1iagnus Flagg n1arried, in Martins­
burg, Novcn1ber 7, 1822, Elizabeth Roughton Hughes, born in Anne Arun­
del County, Maryland, January 31, 18oo, died at Rogersville, Tennessee, 
Dece111ber 16, 1859, daughter of Nathaniel and Nancy ( Roughton-Tanqttary) 
Hughes. She retained a hotne in l\1artinsburg or in L.ittle Georgetown, 
Berkeley County, until 1854; then lived with her children and friends until 
1857, when she followed her youngest child, Henry G. Flagg, to Rogers­
ville, Tennessee. l-Ier love for her children was ren1arkable, and was repaid 
by ren1arkable loyalty. 
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Children: 

1. John Shively, born at Flagg's Mills, Septe111ber 2, 1823; received a 
good general and n1cdical education; out having re1narkablc 
111cchanical ability, he hcca111c a carpenter and cabinet 1nakcr, 
contractor and builder, and invented several 1ncchanical devices. 
He was also a dealer in furniture and coffins, and patented, July 
9, 1895, a pern1anent device for lowering caskets into the grave. 
At the opening of the Civil War, he served as lieutenant-colonel 
of the 89th Regi111ent of \lirginia militia, Confederate States of 
America, under Colonel San1uel Johnson. It is believed he was 
at Gettysburg, and he was certainly in military service in Ten­
nessee at one tin1e. He ended his days with his younger brother 
Henry, in Whitesburg, Tennessee, July I 1, 1900. He n1arried, 
in Berkeley Springs, \Tirginia, October 15, 1845, Rosan1ah M. 
T. Hunter, born at Berkeley Springs, in 1818, died there, Feb­
ruary 17, 1887. 

2. Thon1as George, born at Martinsburg, Virginia, March 12, 1825, 
died there January 10, 1910; married, in 1853, Martha M. Flagg. 

3. Margaret P.1elissa, of whom further. 
4. Henry Garthcr, born at Martinsburg, Virginia, June 20, 1828, died 

at Whitesburg, Tennessee, April 9, 1905; n1arried, in 186o, 
Martha A. Campbell. 

VIII 

MARGARET MELISSA FLAGG, daughter of John 1\1. and Elizabeth 
R. (Hughes) Flagg, was born at Martinsburg, Virginia, July 9, 1826, and 
died at Willis, Virginia, April 22, 1905. She received her education in• the 
city of \Vashington, l)istrict of Coltun bia. She 111arried l)a vid Riner. ( See 
Riner ll.) :\fter ht·r hnsh;intl's dt·ath 1\lrs. l{int•r livt-c.l ,vith her <laughter 
t•:111111ali11c (l\lrs. \Villis) in \\'illis, \'irginia, and died there. (Flagg: 
''l)esccndants of Josiah Flagg," pp. 13-33.) 





Lepingwell 
, EPRESEN1"ED, in 1495, by La\vrence Lepping-well, 

the surna1nc I .. cpping-wcll appears in County Essex, 
England. 1 n I 552 there is a variation Leffingwell. It 
is evidently a place-nan1e. 

I 

MICHAEL LEPING,VELL (or LEPPING­
\VELL), perhaps son of Thon1as, of White Colne, Essex, baptized Febru­
ary 19, 16o3, is on the records of Boston, Massachusetts, in 1636, and in the 
first tax list of \Voburn, levied Septe111ber 8, 1645. He died March 22, 1687. 
rle n1arried Isabel (surnan1e unknown), who died November 17, 1671. 

Children, born in \Vo burn, l\1assachusetts: 

I. Hannah, born Septen1ber I, 1642, and died February 10, 1643. 
2. lla11nalz, of \Vhon1 further. 
3. Sarah, born lvlarch 10, 1648. 
4. Thon1as, born January 13, 1649; married, in 1675, Sarah Knight; 

(second) 1-lannah Dunthin. 
5. Ruth, born January 2, 1650. 
6. 11ichael, born June 8, 1651, died June 15, 1651. 
7. Rachel, born March 4, 1653. 
8. Abigail, born May 24, 1655. 
9. Hester, born May 16, 1657. 

10. Tabitha, born 1v!ay 8, 1661. 

II 

11.-\NN .. ·\lI JJ-;:FlN<~\\TJ~I..1 .. (or I~EPPTNG\\TEI~L), daughter of 
l\lichat·I ant.I Isabel 1 .. cping,\'cll, ,vas born in \Voburn, l\!assachusetts, Janu­
ary 6, 1647, and died in \Voburn, January 4, 1741. She married, April 15, 
1668, Gershom Flagg. (See Flagg II.) 

(Lepingwell: Sewall's "History of Woburn, Massachusetts." Wo­
burn Records of Births, l)eaths and 1\1arriages, 1640-1873. Leffingwell, 
1637-1897; 'The Leffingwell Record, pp. 1-10.) 









CARTER ARMS 

Arms-Argent, a chevron between three cart-wheels vert. 
(Burke's "General Armory.") 





Carter 
~•r...;...::;~~~M ELONGING to the large class of occupational sur­

na1nes of which so many examples may be cited among 
surnames of today, the family name Carter is derived 
from the occupation of carter. Nicholas le Carter is 
in the Hundred Rolls of County Oxford, A. D. 1273, 

I 

· and John le Cartere in those of County Norfolk, Ri-
~::---~:..-,,--......,,.·..--:IIIP"----- cardus Carter in the Poll Tax of Yorkshire, A. D. 1379. 

(Bardsley: "Dictionary of English and \Velsh Surnames.") 

THE FAMILY IN AMERICA 

I 

JOHN CARTER, who was in Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1640, 
soon settled in Woburn, where ~e was a freeman in 1644. He was _probably a 
relative, but not a son, of Rev. 1 ... hon1as Carter, first n1inister of Woburn. He 
was styled "Captain" John, and died September 14, 1692, aged seventy-six. 
His first wife, Elizabeth, died May 6, 16<]1, aged seventy-eight. John 
Carter tnarried (second), in 16g1, Elizabeth Groce. 

Children, born in \V oburn, 1'-Iassachusetts: 

I. Elizabeth, born August 8, 1643, died December 20, 1653 ( or Feb­
ruary 23, 1654). 

1viary, born !\'larch 8, 1646. 
3.. i\ hi~a ;1, horn :\ pril 21, 16.iR. 

llannah, hc.,rn January 19, 1b51; tnarricd, January 1, 1668, Ja1nes 
Converse, Jr. 

5. John, Jr., of whom further. 





CARTER 

II 

JOHN CARTER, JR., son of John and Elizabeth Carter, was born in 
Woburn, !\1assachusetts, February 6, 1653-54, and died there April 13, 1727. 
He was styled "J.jeutenant" John, and 111arried, June 20, 1678, Ruth Burn­
hatn, who died January 4, 1723-24, aged sixty-five. 

Children, born in Woburn, Massachusetts: 

I. Elizabeth, of whom further. 
2. Ruth, born October 18, 1681; married Scpte111ber 17, 1700, Josiah 

Wright. 
3. Mary, born July 17, 1683. 
4. John, born August 8, 1685, died May 2, 1705. 
5. Thomas, born July 3, 1687. 
6. Abigail, born March 30, 1689. 
7. Phebe, born June 11, 1691. 

8. Joseph, born February 16, 16g2-93. 
9. Samuel, born October 3 I, 1694. 

10. Esther, born August 21, 1696. 
I 1. Josiah, born August 3, 1698. 
12. Jabez, born Septe1nber 17, 1700. 
13. Nathaniel {twin), born March 4, 1702. 

14. Ilenjan1in (t,vin), born l\Iarch 4, 1702, kilted by Indians, September 

5, 1724-
(Savage-"Genealogical Dictionary," Vol. I; \Voburn Records of 

Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1640-1873; Sewall's "History of Woburn," 
p. 598.) . 

III 

ELI~ABETH CARTER, daughter of John, Jr., and Ruth (Burnham) 
Carter, was horn in \Voburn, J\lassachusetts, Septen1bcr 18, 1680. She n1ar­
ri(·d 1•:t,('11('/l'l" Flag·g·. ( s('C )~lag).:· 111.) 
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KEYES ARMS 

Arnzs-Gules, a chevron ermine between three leopards' faces argent. 
Crest-A griffin's head between two wings, holding a palm branch proper. 

(Burke's "General Armory.") 





Keyes 
lIE family name Keyes is the possessive case of Key, 

Kay, from residence at the quay, old English Kay, 
Key, fron1 Old French Kail, John del Kai was sheriff 
of London, I 201, or f ron1 \V elsh Cai, La tin Caius; Sir 
Kay of King ..,.\rthur's Knights of the Round Table. 

(Bardsley: "Dictionary of English and Welsh 
Surnan1es," and Harrison's "Surnames.") 

THE FA1\1ILY IN AlvIERICA 

I 

SOL011ION KEYES, according to Bond, son of Robert and Sarah 
Keyes, who ca111e fron1 England to \Vatertown, Massachusetts, before 1633, 
n1arried at Newbury, l\'1assachusetts, October 2, 1653, Frances Grant, and in 
1664 and 1665 took up land in Chehnsford, l\1assachusetts, where he was 
to,vn clerk and tithing 111an. He lived in the part set off as Westford in 1729, 
and ,vas styled "Sergeant." He died in Chelmsford, March 28, 1702, and his 
,vife Frances in I 708. The nan1e in Chehnsford varies in spelling. 

Children, first five born in Ne,vbury, the rest in Cheln1sford: 

I. Hannah, born September 12, 1654. 
2. Sarah, born August 24, 1656. 
3. 1\:Iay, born September 26, 1658. 
4. Jane, Lorn October 5, 166o; married, May 17, 168o, Samuel 

Cleveland. 
5. Judith, born Septen1ber 16, 1662. 

s,.tu111011. horn June.' 2.,. J(>h5. 
-

( ,. 
7. Josl-ph, born 1\-tay 24, 1667. 
8. Ruth, born April 4, 1669. 
9. Moses, born March 25, 1671. 

IO. Jolzn, of whom further. 
(Keyes: "Genealogy of Solomon Keyes.") 
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II 

JOHN KEYES, son of Solon1on and Frances (Grant) Keyes, was born 
in Cheltnsford, 1Vlassachusctts, August 4, 1674, and died in Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts, March 31, 1768. I-le settled first in l\1arlborough, Massa­
chusetts, but ren1oved to Shrewsbury about 1720, and was one of the found­
ers of the church there. On August 7, 1723, his new house, which was 
nearly finished, was burned with three of his sons and two of carpenter 
Bragg's apprentices. John Keyes was styled "captain" and later became 
major. He n1arried, March I 1, 1696, l\1ary Eames, daughter of Gershon1 and 
Hannah (Johnson) Ean1es. She died April 16, 1772, aged ninety-five years. 

Children, born in Marlborough, Massachusetts: 

I. Gersho111,, of whom further. 
2. l\tiary, born October 24, 1700; n1arried, January 18, 1720, Daniel 

Rand. 
3. Solon1on, born August 30, 1703. 
4. Hannah, born July 9, 17o6; married (first), in 1725, Gershom 

Flagg; (second) Eleazar Taylor. 
5. Thankful, born May 24, 170<); tnarried, August 21, 1721, Jonas 

Keyes. 
6. John, born April 30, 1712. 

7. Sarah, born 1\1arch 5, 1714-15; married, December 2r, 1731, Joshua 
Wilder. 

8. Stephen, born April 2, 1718. 
(Keyes: "Genealogy of Solo111on Keyes," p. 158.) 
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III 

GERSHOM KEYES, son of John and Mary (Ean1es) Keyes, was born 
at Marlborough, Massachusetts, March 1, 1697-98, and died at Keyes Ferry, 
near Charlestown, Jefferson County, \Tirginia. He was living in Shrews­
bury in 1729, but later beca1ne a merchant in Boston; but before 1755 set­
tled on the Shenandoah River in Virginia. Gcrsho1n Keyes n1arried, in 
1719, Sarah l~agcr, daug-htcr of (;raha1n and lJy<lia Eager, of Marlborough. 

Children, born in Marlborough, Massachusetts: 

r. Frances, born Decen1her 5, 1719. 
2. Hu1nphrey, born August 29, 1721, died April 19, 1793; married 

(first) Marcella Wade; (second) Sarah Hall. 
3. Lucretia, of whon1 further. 
4. Levina, born February 16, 1726. 
5. Eliztl beth, born April 4, 1728. 
6. Ruth, who took Thon1as and Josiah Flagg to Virginia about 1770. 

(Flagg: "Descendants of Josiah Flagg," pp. 71-72.) 

IV 

I.JUCRETIA KEYES, daughter of Gershom and Sarah (Eager) Keyes, 
born in 1\ilarlborough, Massachusetts, August 18, 1723, died in Chester, New 
Hampshire, 1'f arch 20, 1794. She n1arried Reverend Ebenezer Flagg. (See 
Flagg IV.) 






