




THE TAFT KIN::: 

7ll7i1~ I LL I A ~! H O \VA RD TAFT 
~ co_n1es fro111 straight Xe\\" Eng-

land stock. He hin1self '\Yas born 
in Cincinnati, but his father was born in 
To,Yr1send, \,·t., and his 1nother in our 
own Boston. The Yarious ancestors back 
to the in1n1igrants \Yere identified in race 
and re1igion ·with old ti111e :Xe,,. Eng-
1and. The Taft 11omestead is in "Cxbridge, 
]\lass., "·here Robert Taft settled about 
r 6So. The notab1e ~cunions of the fan1ily 
take place at the ancient hon1e. Robert 
Taft, a house\vright, appears in Braintree 
before 1679. O\\·ning land, but p1ying bis 
trade, that is, constructing fra111e bui:idings, 
transporting the1n to Boston and erecting 
them. Little is k:io~·n-of Robert Taft jn 
his beginning labors in Ne~· England. He 
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was no n1ean cit11en in :!\!endou rrom I 6So 
on·ward, settling in lllat part of 1Iendon 
which in I72i becan1e Uxbridge. He bad 
many acres ''near the pond,'' and on each 
side of the 11 umford River. He raised 
five 1rb-sky and lusty sons, and they 111ade 
the farn1s bring forth haryests, and the 
watern·ays to turn ,Yheels. They erected 
and maintained their o,\·n bridge for their 
o,,·n and the town's con,;;enience, and were 
a1Jo'\"\·ed for the san1e by the people of 
irendon. '' The bridge the Tafts built'' is 
a phrase often in town reports and court 
records. It \Yas not ollly a la1H1n1ark and 
starting point fo!" n1easuring oi~tances, but 
,Yas an enterprise ,vhich to1d rnightily in 
de,·e1oping the new lands of the Kip111uck 
region. The ,·alue of a bridge across a 
rh·er in a semi-,Yilderness or in settled 
to\Yns can scarcely be estin1ated. It "·as 
a bold plan, earnestly executed, and the 
bridge ,-vas 1naintained at no sn1a1l annual 
cost in labor. R.obert Taft "·as a ·selectn1an 
in 1'1endon in 16S0, and in 1704 ·was one 
of ten n1en to purchase the Indian title of 
the town of Sutton, the same being con
finned by the General Court. 

The :five sons of Robert Taft were 
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Thomas, Robert, Daniel, Joseph and Ben
jamin. These men intermarried ,Yith like 
good stock and reared large families. The 
son Joseph, bor~ in 1680, "·as a captain in 
the Pro,·incial :\Iilitia and a m~n of prom
inence in town affairs. His ,Yife ·was 
Elizabeth Emerson, a granddaughter of 
Re\·. Joseph E1nerson, first 111inister of 
1! en don. They had sons ~roses, Peter, 
Joseph and .Aaron. Re,·. Adin Ballou in 
his history of ii ilf ord says : '' The Tafts 
·were pro1ific and iarnous for large fa.111ilies. ! ' 

Peter Taft, born I 7 15, n1a rried Eliza beth 
Che~1ey and had sons Henry, Gershoru, 
.A.aron and Peter. Aaron \\·as born 1743. 
Tradition says be took a partial course at 
Princeton College. He nJarried Rhoda 
Rawson ::i.nd h:i.d e1e\·en cbildren. A.bout 
r Soo he ren10\·ed from l7 x. bridge to Towns
end, \~t., \\·here he passed a ,\·ay after nine 
years of toil 0:1 the new lands. He was a 
l\Iinute ?\Ian ar1d responded on the alarn1 
fron1 Concord and Lexington. Rhoda 
Ra\vson "~as of excellent descent,. fro111 
Ed\,·ard Ran·son, a principal founder of 
Boston, through ReY. Grinda11 Ra\\·son, 
·whose "·ife Susa 11 descended from Rev. 
John V./ ilson, the first minister of Boston, 
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and from Rev. John Hooker, the fi :-st 1nin
ister and founder of Hartford, Conn. 

Josiah Taft, a grandson of Robert Tqf+-. 

the immigrant, \Vas at his decease the larg
est taxpayer of Uxbridge. a1,1d the town 
n1eeting granted the right of suffrage to his 
"·ido~s during the n1inority of her son, and 
she exercised it \\'ith credit to her intelli
gence. On an occasion the PrcJ\·i11ce of 
!\Iassachusetts Bay laid specia1 requisition 
for n1oney upon towns for general pur
poses, possibly for so111e 111ilitary emer
gency, an<l it was her Yote in town nH:eting 
\Yhich carried tile question. She royally 
disp1ayed her p:1triotisn1 by her support of 
the proYincial 1:H:asure. 

The 111ilitary record of the Taft f a1nily 
is exce1lent. Captain Joseph Tait, in the 
early part of the eighteenth century, ha_d 
kinsmen for compatriots. The perils of the 
\Yilderness and the ravages of the Indians 
,Yere constan~. In the s~rugg1e for .. A.n1er
ican I ndepen<lence there were at 1east sixty 
of the na111e fro111 11assacb usetts in the 
ser\·ice. 1'here \:-..·ere two from Connecticut 
and five fro111 \:'" err11ont. Aaron Taft, "·ho 
settled in "\""ershire, \Termont, ·was a Revo
lutionary so1dier, and was one of four 
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brothers ·who stood abo\-e six feet and 
weighed o\·er two hundred pounds, re
sembling their father. 

Aaron Taft for long years ·was town clerk 
of Uxbridge. From the financial stress 
fo11o,ving . the \Var of the R.e,·oi ution he 
fai1ed to recover himself as he ,,·ished, 
and like 1nany another, ,,·ith nothing to 
lose and everything to gain, struck out for 
\Termont. He may not have replenished 
bis estate as be desired, but he contributed 
a ,Yealth of character to the ne\',. -town in a 
\·ermont "·ilderness. 1-Iis e1dest son, Peter 
Rawson Taft, born 1 785, ,vas a lad of four
teen, and led a co,v fro111 ·c x bridge to 
Townsend. The CO\\" \Yas no nniniportant 
factor in a growing fan1Dy in a season of 
pinching ,Yant. Tbe recuperation of the 
A1nerican Co1o!Jies follo\"\·ing the Re,·olu
tionary \Va.r, by opening ne,y lands, and 
the 111arve1lous har,·ests which tbe virgin 
soil produced, \\·ill eyer be regarded as one 
of the "\Yonders of our national life. So 
\\·ith the Taft fan1ih· as ·with n1anY another. - -
Stress maY ha\·e been ~·ith the1.n for a few ., 

years, but industry and prudence, sharp
ened by "·ant, amid the bounties \\·hich ne\\· 
lauds produced, r.ep1enisbt<l the fan1ily fort-
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unes. The " 1 idow of .A.aron Taft survirted 
many years, and Peter Ra~·son Taft, the 
son, entered upon the estate of manhood 
with a generous 2ssortment of mother ,vit 
·which stood him in need through a long 
and useful life. He was an educated n1an, 
though he \\·as innocent of acaden1ic train
ing, but he had the gift of using the kno,Yl
edge be bad, and rnore ·was besto·wed upon 
him. He taught school, \\'as a land sur
\·eyer, \'\as a trial j1.:stice fro1n rSrS, judge 
of probate, 1S30-1832, and judge of Court 
of Con1n1on Pleas, 1S35 onward. He also 
"·2s a chief pro1noter of the Acade1ny at 
To,Ynsend. Peter Ra,yson Taft, in 1 S4 I, 

re1no,·ed to Cincinnati, \Yhere his onJy son . 
... .\lphonso, 11ad established hin1self in the 
profession of Jav,:, and after a busy life he 
and his good "·ife, after a n1arried life of 
fifty-six years, p:-issed forward to the \Yorld 
i1n1nortal a bout I S67. The ,rife "·as Syh·ia 
Ho,-.;ard, a daughter of a sturdy pioneer of 
'\-r ern1ont. 

Alphonso Taft "·as born in 1810, ,Yas 
reared among the hon1espun living of prac
tical people, prepared for college at the 
To"'nsend Academy, graduated at "Yale 
I 833 ·with high honors, ,,·as an instructor 
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at ··vale and admitted to the Connecticut 
bar in 1 S38, removed to Cincinnati, accu
mulated an extensive practice, °"·as often 
sun1n1oned to serve Ohio, in I S65 became 
a judge, 1876 a n1en1ber of President 
Grant's cabinet, aftenYards minister to 
Austria and Russia, and died in 1891, aged 
eighty years. Tbe delight of his life ·was 
the preparation and deli\·ery of an histori
cal address in 1S74 at Uxbridge before a 
reunion of the descendants of Robert Taft. 
It ga\·e hin1 pleasure; he found joy in re
calling the traditions of his tribe, and the 
occasion \\·ill be Jong treasured in the 
annals of the f~n1ily. 

Alpho:.1s0 Taft 111arried first Fanny 
Phelps, ·who was the 1nother of t\YO sons; 
and he rnarried second Louisa Torrey, by 
,Yhon1 \Yere t!1ree sons and a daughter. 
T:1ese wi,·es and 111others ,,·ere choice 
\\"Omen. Louisa Torrey, the 111other of 
\Viliian1 Ho\\'ard Taft, \Yas the daughter 
of Samuel D. Torrey, and "·if e Susan 
I-Ioln1an, a daughter of .Asa, and a grand
daughter of Colonel Jonnth~n I-Iohnan, one 
of the marked patriots of the .A.merican 
Re\'·ol ution. 1\1 a ternal as ,vell as pa tern al 
ancestry contributed to p1ace the man 
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whom the nation delights to honor under 
great obligations to reYere the royal com
pany of men and "·omen of earlier Kew 
England. 

':'be catalogues of our co11eges reyeal 
that the Taft family have been ambitious 
for an education. Han·ard University 
registers thirteen before 1905 1 Bro\'\"ll Uni
versity regis~ers twenty-six, Dartmouth 
College £\1 e, and 1f ichigan University four. 
It is for'\~ ale University to claim the honor 
of training \~/illiam Ho\\1ard Taft. Judge 
.A.lphonso Taft ·was a loyal alun1nus of 
\"'ale. He kept j n touch ~~th its tradi
tions, and in its C(?rporation "·as of influence 
in monlding its action. His fiye sons and 
se\·era1 grandsons pursued their studies in 
\:--aJe and won its highest honors. It is 
no~ a can1pus no~ buildings ·which n1ake a 
co11eg-e, but its students who turn ad\·ersi
ties into Yictories. Happy \ .. ale that the 
Taft fa1nily turned to its balls of learning. 


