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"A good nartie in raan and wo1nan, 

ls the immediate jew13t of their souls." 
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PREFACE. 

"Not to know· what took place before one was born,'' 
says Cicero, "is to re1nain forever a child." The end 
undertaken in this work is to collect and preserve in a 
si1nple fonn sozne 1ne1norials of our in1mediate ancestors'.' 
men ,v-110 lived ·not for themselves, but to serve God and 
their country. 

Were it possible to search probate and town records, 
the half-hidden 1nonuments in old cemeteries, and local or 
general histories thoroughly, there might doubtless be gath­
ered material for a volume, which to those who are linked 
to the departed by ties of kinship and tender recollection, 
would be replete ,vith interest. 

The frost of age bJights sharply; the ruthless years 
sweep away the very hon1es ,v-here they liv-ed; and, alas! 
ho,v soon those to who1n their living presence was kno-wn, 
will, like them, have "passed to the majority." 

To us who_ ren1ain ,vill be left the duty of emulating 
their ,--irtnes, their piety, their love of civil and religious 
iiberty, their devotion to "the co1n1non welfare of all,'. 
,,hich characterized thern, as it did the Puritan Fathers of 
N e\\p England .. 

A. C. M.-
SYRACUSE, :March, 1883. 
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THE TllEi\_D,'{ELL FAMILY. 

John Treadwell, the ancestor of the Long Island 
Tread wells, ca.inc f ro1n Connecticut to Huntington, Long 

· Island, but finally settled at He1npstead, Queens Co., and 
was R.epresentati,·e of that county in 169-!. 

Children of John Treadlrell, 1st Generation. 

1st. John, Junior. . , 

2d. Thon1as, ,yho n1arried a Denton ?,nd had fl ve sons. 

Chil,lren of l'lto1uas Treacl,Yell, 2d Generation. 

1st. John 3d. 
2d. Sa1nuel. 
3d. Benjan1in. 
4th. Tho in as, Junior. 
5th. Ti1nothy; born in 1713. 

Sa1nuel and Thon1as, 2d and 4:th sons, settled il) 
,v estchester county, N.Y. Sarnuel married a Thomas, 
and left one son. 

· 1 son of Sa1nuel of 3d generation. 
Thotn:ls 1narried a Lyon (Elizabeth). 

Cllildren of Tlton1as Tread,rell, 3d Generation. 
1st. James. 
2d. Ilannah. 
3<l. Sarah. 

Benjamin, 3d son of 2d generation, settled on Great 
N eek, L. I., and married Phcebe Platt, daughter of 
Major Epenetus Platt ,and sister of Sophia Platt, of 
Huntington, L. I. 
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Cltildrcu of Henja1uin 1,readw-ell, 3d Son of 2d Gener-

1st. John. 
2d. Benjan1in. 
3d. Phrebe . 

. 4th~ Margaret. 

ation, an{l Phrebe Plait. 

Oh1.?dren rif 2d ·wife, na1n,ld Allen. 
5th. Samuel. 
6th. Willia1n ; and 4 daughters, n1aking 10. 

Ti1nothy, 5th son of Thomas of the 2d generation, 
married Mary Platt, sister of his brother Benjamin's ·wife 
(Phcebe), and settled at S1nithtown, L. I. They had one 
son of the 3d generation,- our beloved and venerated 
Grandfather, born at S1nithtow·n, L. I., Feb. t)th, 1"7-:l:3. 

1st. Thon1as. · 
2d. Hannah (l\Irs. Phc.rnix). 
3d. Phcebe (.Mrs. Sn_1ith). 

Tho1nas Treadw·ell, 3d generation, 1narried Ann 
Hazard. She died January 5th, 179S. 

Of thirteen children, several died in infancy. IR 
1800, he married Mary, widow of Dr. Hedges, of 
East Ha1npton, and sister of Judge Alfred Conklin's 
father. She had no children, and died at Clintun, 
Oneida county, N. Y., in 1838. He died at Platts­
burg, Clinton· county, Decern ber 25th, 1532, aged 8S 
years. 

The device on the Treadwell coat-of-arms is a lion 
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rampant, guardant. 
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See page 4. 
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'I'hon1as Tread\vell. 

The Honorable Tl!omas Treadwell was born in the year 1743 at 
Smithtown, L. I. He graduated at Princc.:tim, :N. J., and studied law 
under Chancellor Lh,.ingston. 

Thompson iu !iis lli:;tory of Long Lsland says: "He -was one_of the 
most useful mci-,,t his time. He was weH educated, and distinguished 
for firmness an<.l prudi;nce during the difficult and trying period of th~ 
Revolution. He wa:; almost constantly engaged in public business; was 
a·mt::mber o~ the Provincial Congress from 1771 with power to establish 
a new fvrn1 of government. He was a n1ember of the first Senate of 
this State undc:r tLe Constitution. and seems in all respects to have been 
fitted f-,r the perilous time in which he lived." He was one of thre~ 
con~:~:uting the "C'ommittce of Safety" while the Constitution of this 
State was berng orga.uized in. 1773; and was for many years the only 
surviving mc1nber of that memorable body.-Seu·ard·s Introduction to 
Ptatural Ili-'!tory of t!te State of .J_Yew 1-:--ork_; &e also Sprague's Annali of 
the Amei'irun Pulpit. 

HIS fUBLIC RECORD. 

He was a Hcprc.St;IJtative in the '' Continental Congress" in Phila­
delphia in 17,2-7G; in 1775 was elected to the "Provincial Congress," 
sitting in the City of Xew York. In 1776, he was, with others, dected 
·to represent Suffolk Co., L. I. This Provincial Congress met at the 
Court House in Westchester Co., but sat in Fishkill, Nov. 8th. In 
lf'S. he was delegated to the Convention at Poughkeepsie to deliberate 
on the alloptiou of the Constitution of the 'Gnited States. He was also 
appointed during the same year Judge of Probate in the city of :Xew 
York, whict office he held until Surrogates were appointed for each 
county. In 1791, he was elected to reprc:;ent Suffolk, Kings and 
·Queens counties in tlle Continental Congress then sitting in Philadelphia 
(to fill a vacancy ca.ust•l by the death or Dr. Townsend·). In 1793, he 
was ag;j.in dected to rt:pn:sent these counties. which he continµed to do 
until he removed to Platt~burgh, ~- Y. In 1804, he was elected Sena­
tor for the Xorthern District, and in 1807 he was appointed Surrogate 
of Clinton Co., which office lie held until his death, which took place 
at Plattsburgh. Dec. 25th, 1831. 

From the lips of two generations we ha\~e learned what he was in 
private life, as husband, father, friend. Large-minded an<l large­
hearted, he was the wise, prompt counsellor of the perplexed, and &.s 
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TUE TREADW"ELL FAlfILY. 

ready to g-r:isp the bands of the children who loved him. We ha.v-e 
stood at his graYe, and ~ecn the tears of affection fall upon it, the grave 
o~ a rare gentleman of the old school, a scholar of distinguished attain-
ments, a patriot above reproach. · 

Children of Tho1uas and Ann Hazard Trea<l\\'·ell. 

1st. Mary Platt; born Septeu1ber 25th, 1:776 ; died of 
apoplexy, 1825. .,. 

2d. Nathaniel Hazard ; born January 17th, 1768 ; married 
Margaret Platt, aud died Decernber 22d, 1856. 

3d. ElisaLeth; born August 2d, 1769; died June 8th, 1822. 
4th. Hannah Phcenix ; born April 10th, 17,1, at Sunk 

Meado,v, L. I.; n1arried Rev. Henry Davis, D.D., ~nd 
"'' _ died April 15th, 1S56. 

5th. Sa1nuel, who di~d in infancy, as did Sarah and Timo­
thy, 6th and 7th children. 

"8th. Phcebe ; born N o,·e1nber 19th, 1775; died in the 
beginning of the Revolution. 

9th. Thoruas, Junior; born in 1'7't7; 
Polly· Stratton, "·ho died in 1852. 
2Stli. 1S69. 

in 1809, n1arried 
He died January 

,I 

10th. A11ne I-IazarJ; Lorn .A.pril 29th, 1 '779. She married 
Hon. Isaac C. Platt, and died in 1821. 

The Bay. 

Few yet remain who can recall an<l repeople the once delightful 
Treadwell homestead. of which the rude years have now left not even 
a vestige. It stood a little hack from the shore of Lake Champlain. on_ 
what is now called Cumberland Bay and this is formed by the embrac­
ing arm of Cumberland Head, a point of attraction to all scenery-loving 
visitors at Plattsburg. 

The Lake h ... ., encroached upon the old roadway. The massive 
\ boulder upon which many children and grandchildren sat sometimes- to 
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THE IlA.Y. 9 

read, sometimes while ml!sing to fling pebbles far off into the shining 
deeps, or by l<,ng hours to fi~h with real hooks~ bns apparently moYcd 
out into the wide wuter. The Lake in the olden days '' was fringed 
with tr<.>muling Poplars, Balm of _Gilead, and \\:-bite Birches, upon 
which," says one of tllcm, '·we children.drew our unsightly figures, or 
made bark canoes.,. She rcn1en1ber~ '' tlle wild grapes, and the ground 
pite, and bitter-sweet that 'Jude' gathered for Christmas 'wreaths." 
Its hospihtlity was famous the country round. Xo one of note felt a 
visit comp!ete, without a day's sojourn at "The Bay." 

"Tile telescope was in constant use there, t~u.ring the war of 1S12, 
and kt·pt the family informed of the nature or their visitors. The land 
forces of the Briti~h urmy"pas-ed through the TreadwE:ll farm, on what 
was called the Ridge Road." The fan1ily home, pre·dous to their 
settlement at Plattsburg, was at Smithtown, L. I. While Judge Tread­
well was absent in Philadelphia, his eldest son, Kathaniel Hazard 
Treadwell, cared for the family, and he was then preparing for them a 
new home in the then almost wilderness of Clinton county. At Smith­
town, the family were driven fron1 their home by marauding British 
soldiers, and there the beloved mother was stricken with paralysis. 
Forty sta-ves accompanied this pioneer into the forest. •·Phyllis," the 
mother of ten of them, ,\"as born in Guinea, and w-as gi-ven to Grand­
father T. by her n:othcr. on the day of his marriage. The Emancipa­
tion .A.ct, passt:<l hy the Xe,,- York Legislature in 1799, gave freC!dorn at 
a certain age to all uorn afrer its eu,!ctment,-to the males, at 28; 
females, at 25. Some preferred remaining in the family; but several 
families accepted land, and began the world for themsel"\'"es. Their 
little community was called Richland. It was a few miles from their 
old home, ancl their old )Iaster continued to advise and encourage. 
Their numbers cannot now be ascertained, but they were industrious 
and respected Ly all who knew them, or had dealings with them. Few 
men were <:Ver more trustt:J or respected than IIicks and his wife vin, 
or "Siab" and "Cynthia,., or appeared better as they made their 
annual visit at ·" The Bay." 
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In tht quiet family burial p1ace now are many graves; for long 
years since, the last of the original dwellers in the old home passed 
hence_ On my table lie manuscript poems some of tbem wrote; in my 
library are books they read; I huve seen an unstrung lute and the 
harpsichord that my mother's dear aunts played upon; and the dear 
grettt granc.lf ather's picture hangs in my home. Perhaps the following 
poem, whose insertion was suggested, may serve to complet~ this side 
of the picture of an unpretentious but substantial home. 
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rrhe Tread\vell Harpsichord. 

Quaint relic of il pleas~nt past, 
How oft remembrance brings 

The forms of tho~e whose graceful touch 
. Oft waked thy tuneful strings, 

Beside thy silvery wa\"'es, Champlain: 
A lovely household band, 

Whose voices waked the soul-fraught songs 
Of the dear Fatherland. • 

_ To catch enchained the listening ear, 
- The curious, or the kind, 

With sweet" Lochaber," "Banks of Ayr,"' 
Or u Roslyn Castle " bind 

With u Lowdon's bonnie woods and braes," 
Or "Comin' thro' the rye, n 

Or "Highland )Iary "-ah! 110w sad 
That those so loved should die! 

There u Uncle Natty·s" sweet-voiced flute, 
Breathed forth the same loved strain 

His statesman father·s voice rang out, 
Blending with each refrain; 

_ While one, the flower of that bright band, 
The earliest to fade, 

- With sweet-stringed lute, essayed the same7 

And sang the while she played. 

The sparkling jest. the quick retort, 
The kindliest repartee, 

Oft gathered in that Lakeside home, 
A brilliant coterie, 

When genial converse thrilled the ear, 
And patriot fire the heart, 

And gifted natures gathererl there 
The treasured works of art. 

The fierce, fell hands of time and change 
Had reft each charm away, 

While yet the Tread well homestead stood. 
In olden times, "The Bay." 
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IXTERESTING LEGISL..:\TIYE STATISTICS. 11 

It stood while n1ost who Jo,·cd it sleep; 
Their gra,es are green, but oh! 

'Twas theirs to love, to joy, to weep 
A hundred years ago! 

A score be,·ond this, thv first notes, 
• w 

Dulcet and soft and clear, 
In Philadelphiao l1al1s rang out, 

"\Yith strains of lofty cheer; 
And while our nation gathered there, 

Centennial lights to see, 
Was there not one to tell thy tale 

Of Freedom's minstrelsy? 

SYRACUSE, :March, 1878. 
A. C. M. 

This instrument was purchased by Judge Treadwell while a mem­
ber of Congress in Philadelphia, and thence sent to his family, being 
for many years the only instrument of the kind in that section. 

"Uncle Natty" w .. ~s Hon. N. H. Treadwell, a prominent Canadian 
gentleman. One daughter was )Irs. Dr. Davis, of Clinton; another~ the 
first ~Irs. Isaac C. Platt, and the two maiden sisters, u ... ..\.unt Polly" and 
"Aunt Betsey "-elegant women of that day, cultured, and yet prac­
tical enough to have their wheels carried down to the lake shore, 
where, in short gown and petticoat, in the gloaming they would 
sometimes sit and spin. 

-The Harpsichord, now the cherished possession of a great grand­
daughter C,\Irs. C. T. Longstreet), bears date 1755. 

Interesting Legislative Statistics. 

It has not been the practice lately to re-elect assembly­
men for extended periods. The Fathers were wiser in 'this 
regard, as ,ve find the names of over twenty gentlemen 
who served for ten years and up,-.;-ards in the Assembly 
under the first two Constitutions. As a matter of curiosity 
we publish their names, with the counties from ,vhich they 
were accredited, and the number of years for ,vhich they 
were elected. They were men famous in their day and 
generation. 
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:XA:\IES. COt'STIES. X.o. YI!.:::-. 

Tl.tom,ls Treadwen _______ Suffolk and Oueens _____________ l5. 
A!Jij.t.h GilherL __________ ,v estchc~ter _: ____ . _____________ 14 . 
.A.braham :Miller _________ ,v cstcuester ____ .!- ______________ 14. 
Davit.I Hop~ius __________ ClJ.:1.rlotte and \Vashington ______ l3. 
C. C. Schl)onmaJier ______ Ch;ter __________________________ 1:1. 
Thomas Tuom:1-; ____ -_____ Suffolk and Queens ____________ .13. 
Adam Com-.t1>ck _________ Sara.toga _______________________ 12. 
~Toh au Jt1st-Ddtz _________ A.lba.nY _______________________ .12. 
D~niel Ki~S:lOl. --- __ -- ___ Queens -- ______ -- -- -- -- --- -- ___ 12. 
Ed ward s~t v-age __________ Charlotte and Washington. ____ .12. 
Bcoj:unin Cole ___________ Queens and Orange _____________ 11. 
Erastu.;; Root ____ . _______ .l>eJawnrcL. ___________________ .11. 
John Smith ______________ Su.ff o l k _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ 11. 
I. H. Van R~n~selaer_ ____ Columhia ______________________ !!. 
:l'\Iatthe,v A.d:.r21te ________ .A..lbanv _________________________ 10. 
Benjamin BirdsalL ______ Quee:is and Columbia_:- _________ 10. 
Jerembh Cbrk __________ Orang-e _____ . ___ ---- ____________ 10. 
Clarkson Crolius. _______ New York ______________________ 10. 
Seth liarvin ____________ Orange and Westchester _________ 10. 
.. A.lex:-inder Sheldon ______ ~tontgomery _________________ . __ 10. 
Abel Smith _____________ Westchester ____________________ 10. 
Nathan Smith ___________ Ulster ____________ . _____________ 10. -

Justice 1)f Peace Commissions were issued Oct. 12th, 
1689, to John Treadwell~ of S1nithtown, Queens Co., .also 
to Ebenezer Platt, of H1tntingdon, Suffolk Co., in thne of 
Their Majesties, .Mary and \Villiam. Vide Documentarv· 

• • 
History State of New York. 

Genealogy or Anne Hazar<l"s Fan1ily. 
Nathaniel IIazard was one of the few importing merchants of New 

York in early days. An examination of his papers and his library 
proves him to have been very wealthy, but his widow, like many a 
rich ma.n's wife, found herself poor at his death. They had 12 chil­
dren, 4 of whom died in childhood. His wife's maiden name was 
Drummie, and she had a s~perior education. 

• • 
Ohildren ef Nathaniel Hazard. 

Elisabeth was born .,A .. ug. 29th, 1 7 -!O, 1narried Joseph Platt, 
merchant, of X ew York. 

Mary was born Dec. 7. 17-! l, and died young. 
.A.nne was born February 14th, 17 43, 1narried ,J u<lge 

Tho1nas Treadln}ll, <lied Jan. 5, 1798. 
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Catharii1e, born ... \.n~u~t ~0th., 17-!±:- died Feb. 5th, 17-15. 
Catherine 2d, Lorn .A. ug. Sti1, 17 -:14-, 1narried Dr. Gilbert 

Tennant . 
. John, a rover. 
Nathaniel, Jr.: born Jnly 18th, lSth, 17-!S, died in Ne,v 

York J unc 2:1, 170:3, aged 50. 
Sa1nnc1, born June l~)th, 1750, married Polly Betts, and 

died at N cw· ,vindsor, Conn., 17S7. 
Mary, born_ )farch 1,th. 1753, married Joseph Blackwell, 

1nerchant, of :Ne,\. York. _ 
Joseph, born Dec. 2!)th: 17-5-!; preached, w-rote poetry; 

1narried a Miss :Moore~ and had 1 <laughter.· 
Sarah, born in 175H, 1narried David Judson, died in 1S05; 

faznil v- extinct. 
<I 

Margaret, born lrarch 29ch, 17.59, died J nly 20th of. the 
saznc year. 

O!tit~b·en (tf .L17: H. and .J.Eu·garet Platt T,·eadwelt. 

Children of X athaniel Haz_~lrd Tre3:d ,vell and Marga­
ret Platt, sister of I. C. Platt, Esq., and daughter of 
Judge Charles Platt; married Sept. 5th, 1'792. He 
died at L'Original~ C. W., Dece1nber 22d, 1856. She 
sur;·i ved until June, 1858 . 

. Hcnrv· Onuerdonk. Lorn }Iav 29~ 1195. died 1Iav 27. 1874. 
- "' el , ., .. , 

Caroline .... .\.dr~ance, born.Nov. 5th, 1796, died April 11th, 
18'30. . 

. Anna Maria, born Jan. 17th, 1800, 1narried Lewis H. Red­
field in 1820. ♦ J,_,.._, r" IS-: lntt, 

Charles Platt-, born Aug. 15th, 1S02, married Helen :1Iac­
donnell .June 20th, 1S04:, died :X ov. 81st, 1813. 

Margaret Hazard, died in infancy. 
Margaret 2d, born .April 23d, 1806, married Duncan 

De,var, of St. Andrews, ·c. E., Sept. 26, 1836, died 
· Aug. lHth, 1S80. 
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1,felicent, died in infancy. 
Letitia Halsey, born May lSth, 1S09 ; married Charles 

Wales, of St. 4\.ndrew·s, C. E. 
Nathaniel, born in 1~11, and died in infancy. 

We quote from an obituary notice of Nathaniel H. Treadwell,Esq., 
the f ollowiog: 

u Practically and theoretically an advocate of progress. he united 
the culture of a gtntleman with the endurance of a backwoodsman. 
Far in advance of his time. he presented a living type of a coming age. 
In the earlier part of his life. he e:r·,ended con5iderable meaus in 
advancing the material interests of the country. !Iis liberality '\Yas 
only circumscribed by his pecuniary ability. The poor man never left 
his door unrelieved. "-Jlontrerzl Gazette. 

Broad and stanch men and women, strong for God and the right, 
have been the sons and daughters, and heads of these Canadian families. 

Ohililren of L. H. Redfield and An:na .Maria Treadicell. 

Anna ~Iaria Treadwell, 3d daughter of N. H. T., 
was married to Lewis Hamilton Redfield, February 
7th, 1820, by ReY. H. DaYis, D.D., Clinton, N. N. 

Mr-. Redfield ,,as born K ove1nber 26th, 1793, and 
died July 14th, 1SS2. He was loug a prominent 
eqitor and bookseller at Syracuse, N. Y. 

EARLY SYR.-\.CUSE HOSPITALITY. 

Some years since, there was a Syracuse home whose hospitality was 
broad and typical. Long ago it gave way to the march of improve­
ment. One -who was then at its head now sleeps, full of honors and of 
years, in the silence of Oakwood. 

She who was then the gracious hostess, still sits a q1:1een among her 
children, in our own city, which, since she has lived in it, has grown 
from a hamlet, till it cont4iitld5,oto pOQple.: "9' 

Around that sumptuous board, clergymen, statesmen, politicians, 
scientists, and teachers of youth, were elegantly entertained. As a 
result of much research in Nature's field, a valuable work on "Zo~logi­
cal Science," shows what a busy woman can do when she will, calling 
as she di<l to her aid a *friend, who became as greatly interested as she 
herself in her book and chart. . 
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F 1~ CHILDREN OF L. H. REDFIELD _.\XD A. )I. TREAD"-ELL. v 

To her careful forethought, is due the preservation of papers con­
taining much genealogical dab!.; and to her vh~id recollection, the 
writer owes a knowlcd~c of manv facts of much interest concerning the 

'- ., 
earlier homes of her ancestors. and the times in which they li,ed. It 
need scarcely be said that I allude to ~1 rs .. A. )I. T. Redfield. 

Ckildren of tlie .A..lx,i·e. 
' 

1st. Caroline .A.driancc ( or .... .\.nn), born Jann3.ry 2Dth, 18~2. 
Married, 1st. Lucius )I. Sandford, Dec. 21st, 18!:3. 

· 2d. Cornelius T~ Longstreet, Sept. 9th, 1847. 
_ He died July 4th, 1881. 

·r"~itdr'en of 0. T.~-t. and C. 11. L. 

Cally Redfield, born June 7th, 1S48, died June 
23d, 1853. . 

Alice Mecta, born June 2Gth, 1S51, died May, 
1855. 

_Cornelia Tylei·, born December 14th, 1S49, mar-
ried Septernber 27t~, 1871, to Charles H._ 
Poor; 3 children. 

Guy Redfield, born N o\e1nber 6th, 1857, died 
Dece1nber ;22d, 1S5S. 

l 

C. Tyler, Jr., born May 8th, 1860, died August 
3d, lSG0. 

2~ child of L. H. R. and A. M. T. R., .niary Elisabeth, 
born ~larch 20th~ 1823; married James L. · Bagg, 
August 13th, 184:-!. _ 

Phildren: .Minnie, born October 15th, 18-!6, died 
September 17th, 1858. 

Ina, born June· 16th, 1850; married E. 
~- Merrell, January 15th, 1S72. 

Son, La ,v-rence Bagg, born 
... .t\.pril, 18S2. 

3d child, Margaret Tread well, born January 25th, 1825. 
married September 23, 1846, to William H. H. Smith; 

4th. child, Jane L. Redfield, born November 20th, 182·7. 
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5th. -George DaYis, born October 2Hth~ 183:3; tnarried Feb­
ruary, lSGJ, tt· Sarah Rollins, of St . .Anthony, ~Iiu11.; 
died N OYe111ber 27, 1871. 

Children: L. II. R., born Dece1nl>er 21st, 1SG5. 
C. T. R-., born 1\Iareh 17th, 1Sli7. 
liary E., born March "7th, lSt}t); 

6th. I~e,vis H. Redfield, Jr., born February 13th, 1S3.3; 
n1arried Jessie Shackle, of Y annouth, Eng. 

7th. Charles T1·ead·well, born October 6th. 1837~ n1arriecl 
Fannie C. Wynkoop. 

Onderdonli and Treadwell Families. 

Hendrick Onderdonk was born at North Han1pstead, 
L. I., and n1arried Phcebe, daughter of Col. Benja1nin 
Tread well, son of Tho1nas of the 2d generation, and sister 
of the late Benjamin Tread,,ell 2d. Her mother ·was a 
Q?-nght~r of ~ajor _ ~penetus Platt, and sister of Zophar 
1'latt, .. of lfiuitirigc!on, · t. I. Phcebe "-as born J nly ~d, 
1130. She died in _1501. He died in 1809. 

Children of Her1..drick ancl Plu:ebe Onde1·do-nk. 

Benjamin, Gertrude, Andrew, Sarah, Henry, ![aria, 
John, William Samuel, and Benjamin 2d. John (son· of 
Hendrick), born 1763, 1narried Deborah, <laughter of "\"til­
liam Uster; died 1810. Their children ,vere Willian1, ,vho 
died in 1840, Henry U ster Onder<lonk, Bishop of Pennsyl­
vania, Benjamin Tread,rell Onderdonk, Bishop of New 
York, and four daughters. Timothy Treadw·ell (father of 
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Judge Thon1as T.) married Mary. Platt, sister of Phcebe, i 

\ · Benjamin TreadwelFs ·w-ife, and daughter of Epenetus I 
Platt 2d, so that t,\o brothers married t,vo sfaters. Hen- ! 
drick Onderdonk's wife and J ndge Treadwell were double I 
first cousins on the Tread,vell side, as ,,ell as connected on I 

I •e Platt side. i 
itt,r++---------~ 
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• 

Ohild1·en of' { 1
• ]). and Helen .Jiacdonnell Treadwell . ... 

Charles Platt Trea<l':sell, 2d son of N. IL Tread­
"~ell, n1arried, June 11th, 1S3-1, llelen Macdonnell, 
daughter of a Scotch United En1pire ;Loyalist, of Mon­
treal, C. E. 

Mary Susan, born August 31st, 1835. 
Caroline, born .. A.ngust l!lth, 1837, died J anuarJ: ~~t!' 1S38. 
Margaret Ann, born .A. ugust 31st, 183~; married Thon1as 

l~ains, Ontario. T,,·o c.l1ildren, Jiary McN ullen and 
Charles Treadwell. 

IIarriet, born Dece111ber 31st, 18:11, died August 31st, 1S42. 
Helen Isabella, born August 31st, 1S44; n1arried Eden P. 

Johnson, of L'Original,-O. W., September 18th, 1877. 
They have 2 children, IIelen Phila, Chauncey Eden. 

Grace Lo,v, l>orn Septe1nber, 1846; married Rev. James 
Frazer, Presbyterian minister, September 20th~ 18·74. 

Child, J an1es Macdonnel Frazer, born July 31st, 
1882. 

cc For forty years Sheriff Treadwell held a government office, 
nearly thirty-six under Queen Victoria. His ever busy pen ad,ocated, 
snd he was the pioneer in railroad projects, agricultural impro,ements, 
and educational and religious reforms. He was a man of unbounded 
affability, and if reaching out a hand to the helpless, the friendless, the 
widow and orphan, sympathizing with and fostering all projects that 
made people more useful and better, intelligent and happier, make life 
a success, his received its crown." He died November 31st, 1873, at 
L'Origina!, C. E. 

Children of lJuncan JJewar and Margaret Treadwell. 

Margaret Treadwell, 4th daug~ter of N. H. Tread­
well, married Duncan Dewar, of St. Andrews P. Q., at 
P1attsbur~, Septernber 27th, 1836. 

crhildren of tlte ..Above. 
Alexander, born Auzust 30th .. 1837 . .__ , 

Caroline, born July 5th, 1839 ; died October 5th, 1840. 
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Guy Richards, born February 1st, 1841. 
Duncan Everett, born October 1-1:th .. lS-!8. 

Grandcliildren of M. T. anil JJ. IJewccr. 

1st sou, Alexander, w·ho 1narried: 1st. Catherine !I. 
_G:}oughlin, O~oLer 17th, lSGG; she died Dccen1ber 
·12t!1,"'·1s,1:-· 2d:"fife, Elsie Gardiner; 1narricd :Frebrnary 
3d, is·,4. 

Dt1ncan .A..Iexandcr, son of first ,yife, born October 
17th, 18·,l. 

Ann Forbe~, daughter of 2d "·ife. 
2d son, Guy R., 1narried E1neline B. Dent, N ove1nber 7th, 

1860. 

Ohilrlren of G. R. ancl E B.· JJ. 
C, 

Carrie Louh;a, born at ~Iontreal, June 12th, 1866; 
. died June lStl1, 1S69. 

l\Iaggie Eu pl1en1ia, born January 15th, 1 S 70. 
3d'·son, Duncan E., 1narried Mary A. Edvvards, of March, 

Ontario, June 6th, JS,7. 

Oltildren of tlte Above., 

Mary Ethel, born April 7th, 1878. 
Margaret, born February lSth, lSS0. 
Jessie Helen, born Dece1nber 15th, lSSI. 

Duncan Dew .. ar, the father, was the son of Duncan 
Dewar and Catherine Black, im1nigrants from Scotland in 
1804. He ·was born Septe1nber 9th, 1$07. 
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Children of Oharle8 1Vales and Letiti"a Platt Treadlell. , 

Letitia Platt Treadwell, youngest daughter of X. H. j 
Treadwell, married Charles \\Tales~ .... .\.ugust 28th, 1S39, t 
at St. Andre,vs P. Q. They had elev·en children. } 

! 
l Elisabeth 13lanchard, born July 6th, lS-!O; died Dcccrnber ! 

~r+-l 'f----6t_h,_1_s4_0_. ------------~ 
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GRA:XDCHILDRE!i OF L. r. T. ,v. AND c. ,v ALES. 

------------------------ I 

Willfo.111 B., born August 2d, lS-1:1; died August 28, 1842. 
::Margaret Suian, born June Sth, 1S43. 
Cliarles Treadw·ell, born August 18th, 1S4:5. 
Caroline, born N o,-e1nber 14th, 1S_-!6; died Sept€mber -!th, 

18-1: 7. 
Anna Letitia, born May 12th, 1849. 
Benja1nin Nathaniel, born April 30th, 1S51. 
Mary Maltbie, born May Sth, 1S53. 
Henry Davis, born Dece111ber 27th, 1854; died Augu~t 

10th, lSGl. 
Helen Lucy, born ~Iarch 3d, 1S55; died August 23d, 1857. 
Grace Platt, born .. A.ugust 26th, 1S63. 

Grandchildren of L. P. T. W. and C. Wates. 

3d child, 1largarct S., 1narried Tho1nas La1nb, July 15th, 
186S, and had t\VO children : 

Charles ,villia1n, born Jan nary 12th, 1870. 
Mary Letitia, born June 18th, 1878. 

4th child, Charles Treadwell, 1narried Martha W. Stowe, 
of Suffield, Conn., July 21st 1875. 2 children; 

Hattie Victoria, born May 24th, 1876. 
Charles Sto,,e, born :November 17th, 1878.-

6th child, Anna Letitia, married Rev. D. W. · Morison 
' September 15th, 1881, at Ormstown, P. Q. 

7th child, Benjamin N. Wales, married Emma T. Osgood, 
November 19th, 1878, at Saw·yerville P. Q. 2 child­
ren: 

Charles Wellington, born August 

died August 15th, 1880 .. 
Julia Grace, born July 16th, 18S1. 

15th, 1879 ; 
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8th child, Mary )Ialtbie, 1narried Win. Drysdale of Mon·­
treal, J auuary 1st, lSSO. 1 child : 

Willia1n Flockert, born July 16th lSSl. 
llr. Wale.s. Senior, died at St. Andrews, )Iay 30th, 1877. It was 

said of him, "The fragrance of his memory can never <lie, and many a 
man and woman will cherish it; as tlrnt of s. symp!l.thizing friend, an 
honest man. " 

Children of Reu. Henry DaiJl8 an-cl Ifannah Phmnix 
Treadu:ell. 

Hannah Phrenix Tread ,vell, 4th child. of Judge 
Thomas Treadwell, n1arried l{ev. I-Ienry Davis, D.D., 
Sept. 22d, 1S01; born at East IIa1npton, L. I., Sept. 
15th, 17"71; died at· Clinton, X. Y., .March 7th 18A.. · 

Infant, who died ·1'Iay 23d, 1S03. 
Henry, Junior, horn February 14th, 1805. He settled at 

Syracuse, N. Y.; n1arried E1nily M. Turnier, and died 
Septe1nber 1st, 184-!, at Gn-efenberg, Silesia, Austria. 
His wido\V died at Sy1·acuse, .N. Y ., N ove1nber 15th, 
1871, after an ·illness of thirty-seven years. 

Mary Ann, born August 6th IS06 ; married Rev. E. D. 
Maltbie, Septeinber 26th, 1S31. He died July 10th, 
185S. She died April 15th, 1861. 

i 
}Ir. ~I. was a lineal descendent, on the maternal side, of Rev. John 

Davenport, of Puritan memory, founder of New Haven, Conn. The 
record of these dear parents is in the hearts of those who loved them. 
The luxury of their lives was to do good, and the world was better for 
their having lived in it. 

Charles Channey, born November 13th, 1807; died ·Feb­
ruary Sth, 1809. 

Anne, born February 10th, 1809; died June 17th, 1827, 
at Clinton, N. Y. 

Thomas Tread \Vell, born ... .\.ugust 22d, 1S10; married S. 
~Iatilda Henry, daughter of Rev·. T. Charlton Henry, 
D.D., of Oharles~own, S. C. Died May 2d, 1872. 
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Dr. Davis was distingni5hcd as au eloquent divine. and one of the 
able8t ec.lucators of the Luited States, having been connected with 
,viJli:1.rns, Yale, )li<ldlebuQ-. lJnfon and liamilton co1Iegcs. IIcnry, 
his first son, was an able and popular lawyer, whose early death was 
greatly re~rctted. 

Children oj .Jfa~ ... y ~1. and Re1). E D. Maltbie. . . 
Annie Catherine, born FeLruary 27th, 1S33, at Han1ilton, 

N. 1-. 
En1ily )L1ria, born Fehru3.ry 9th, 1S36, at Clinton, X. Y. 
~ary ·Davis, born August 30th, .1837; died March 2-7th, 

l c---
0;)~. 

Hannah )I., born .March 17th, 1S4.0; died September 6th, 
_: ,. 18-1:0. 

Children of Annie 0. and .A,r1nstrong Maltbie, ma11rieil 

JanuaPy 1st, 1S63. 

Helen Virginia, born January 2d, 186!. 
Henry \Vills, born February 2-!th, 1867; died .March 29th, 

1867. 
Marian Davis, born June 11th, 1S6S. 

Onildren of E1nity JL, who married Henry Babcock, 
Septernoer 15th, 1857. 

Maltbie D., born August 3d, 185S; married K. E. Tallman,· 
October 4th, 1882. 

How·a-rd Noyes, born Octoher 7, 1860. 
William, born and died X ovember, 1863 . 

. Clara E, born September 5th, 1865. 
Henry Townsend, born March 30th, 1872. 
Mary E. S., born February 1st, 1S7 .f. 
Annie Treadwell, born February 2d, 1S78. 

Children of Tho1nas T . .Davis and S . .M. .Davis. 

Anna, who died in early childhood. 
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THE TREAD\\'"ELL F.A:\ULY • 

....:\lexander Henry, born October 11th, 183!>; 1narried: 1:-t. 

· J u1ia Pieree .. of Providence, 11.. I.; 2d. Caroline ~L1 \", 
of Boston, 1Ia.ss. 2 daughters, May and Ethel. · 

)Ir. Davis was bre,etted )Iajor during the Rebellion. He was cdu­
ucated at Heidell>crg, Germany. 

Anna Eudora, born October 11th, 1845 ; n1arried Erne~t 
Dich1nan, U. S. X. Lost a son in infancy, and <lit:tl 
August 6th, 1 S 78. 

Hon. Thomas Da,is died at l.Tnionville. near ,vashington, D. C .• 
May, 2d, 1872. 

"He was a model citizen, public spirited, generous and energetic. 
A man of rare literary attainments and the widest culture, a student c,! 
the sciences and a ma::-ter in history and belles-Iettres. lie will loug lie 
in rememberance, in the city where he lived half a century. His k-;aI 
abilities ""'ere fine. He was Republican member of Congress during the 
Rebellion." In his home a gracious hospitality was dispensed, and )lr➔• 
Davis, in her ''Life and Times of Sir Philip Sidneu," has contributed to 
the historian ·s library a standard work on the Elizabethan era. 

The Clinton Hon1e. 

How vivid an<l tender are the memories of the old Davis home­
stead, the ex-Prc~ident's house. ?n College Hill, at Clinton! .Almo!'.-t 
thirty years since. the la.st dear aged pilgrin1 there laid aside her 
burdens, and "foll asleep.,. 

.. 
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Bereft of all who gave it its peculiar charm, it still stands, though 
the mosses of ages are gathering about it. What a delightful mct:ting­
place it was! \Yhat an attractive group of sons an<l daugLters aod 
nieces once dwelt there rejoicingly with the dear elderly ~oplc "ho 
gave the place its special attrac·tions ! Har~ly ela~tic were tho5e heart_,! 
There was always welcome at that lu.-arth::-tonc and that l10:-(1it;d,lc 
board! What kt:l:ll motlier wit \\a.~ Grnutimotlu:r's. an<l wluit :-bt•::y 

bearing in her mit!d!c life'. O:w :--ai«l to me a fl•\,. ,Ifty!' ~iun.-. ·• I :--h:,:l 
never forget bow Dr. Davis p:1.--~t·d up tht: 111.:-!1: · ,f tlw c,,~h·gc Chapd 
Clad in his long, blue. clerical <.:loak. b?lt in 111,nd. wt.it<: b:s.in~!. ~::,! 
tall, instinct with gracious di;.;uity • ht· ,::tLi't· :i cnurt•·ot: .. Il'.~:r t,ow 11:; t!:t· 

right and on the left, making every c,ne of hb v.·::ulia; auilicnc-c c11u-

at~! ~--------·-------·----~ 
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scions of a personal snlut?.tion." Who of us have forgotten his tales 
of college pranks, anc the rare high-bred courtesy with which the aged 
co"Uple entertained the pr,1c1inent people of their own and later genera­
tions who followed thc-111 into their retired life? How nrnny yet 
remember tltat "one hos.s shay." and the en1iDcntly capable bdy who 
droYe in it so often all the countrv- throu!!b. 1.-et more would recall - ..... 
the roomier carriage nrn.l the two camlet cloaks-.. 1.lways sw·e to he 
needed if left behind en:n in mi<l-sununer. 0 t tboEe journeys and rides 
with such a grandfather and grandmother to explain and suggest· 
What will ever compensate children who lack such experiences? 
,ve could not help gro-'·ing up with a reverence for them! They had 
such wide experience and such just views of men and measures, and 
each had such strong individuality, the four* -whom I remember; there 

The storm that ,,,·reeks the ,,inter sky, 
Ko rnore disturbs their sweet repose. 

Thau summer e,·ening's la.test si~h 
That shuts the rose. 

1\-:--ith the p1ace itse1f. ~oo, are a multitude of other associations 
that spring up in loving hearts. What cuul<l one not find that was 
s,Yeet and good in th:.1.t broad old-fashioned garden! ,v1iat a grand 
frolicking place were the cariiage-houses and barns! What a charm 
was in tlle wild glen and the rustic seat, in and around which the 
grandchildren whiled a"';\ay many happy hour~! and the stream, where 
some of us (one, who died young and belo'9ed) built miniature dams, 
and fished for crabs and n1innows. One sp(:cial :fireside picture springs 
up at memory's beck. .Aunt Polly Davis sits there in her yellow 
rocker! dear, slender, loving old lady! and knits away and nods in the 
twilight, her black velvet bag and tin ear-trumpet on the carpet-covered 
stool besi<l.e hc-r. I can see the semi-circle of s::iucers that sat before 
her at table, and her barley coffee pot that used to stand on the Frank­
lin. Those were toothsome home-made crackers, such as long before 
my time brought forth . .:\.unt Anne's proverb, "Lo, she filleth her bag 
with crackers, a~fJ sho ~tlk~!h a _gre~~raunching." It was almost all 
the noise she -,~ d~:.:..:·nfu"" while 'Mnew her, exce_pt occasionally to 
make her cane fly and scatter the numerous cats, for which she had an 
utter detestation, that found welcome in the old house, or to sit in the 
great kitchen and clap the iace and muslin of her caps that sh:e loved to 
clear starch herself. Tl!ere were long years of invalidism before she 
and her well beloved "Brother" were permitted to put on eternal 
youth. When the infirmities of age and lingering illness ca1ne upon 
him, it was a great victory to say as often as he did '' The Lord reigneth." 

------~---·- ---· ---------------------
•By the fourth, I alludP tu my great grandmother Tread \ven. 
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24- THE TltRAD\VELL F.AMILY. 

The orchards, the front lawn·, its red shale walk, the sweet locu~ts. the 
cherry trees, the swing, the old porch, the honey-suckles, each had its 

. charm. 
The Saturday-night-keeping that gathered the family at sun down. 

the Sunday-evening Yisits. the old tunes we sang, and the tall venerable 
form of him who leaning on the back of his chair approached the 
throne of the Infinite as the humblest suppliant for His mercy, can 
never cease from our rememberance. 

For genealogy of Anne Hazard Treadwell, who married Isaac C. 
Platt, Esq., of Plattsburg, see Platts. 

Tho1nas Treadwell, Jr., youngest son of T. Tread·weJI, 
married Polly Stratton, and had 4 sons and 1 daughter. 
Titnotlly S., born .April 17th, 1830, married Margaret 

. M'N aught, died 18S3. IIis ,f'ife is still li \"ing. 
Esther M., born March 2d, 1S13, married Re~oscph ~. 
Eaton, founder and, till his deatl1, President of Union l; ni• 

versity, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Thomas, born N oveznber 2d, 1815, married; 5 children. 
Benjamin, born, 1818, drowned 1869; unmarried. 
William, born 1822, died unmarried. 

Children of Esther H. Treadwell and Dr. J. H. Eaton. 

Henry Davis, born February 6th, 1842, died in infancy. 
Josephine, born July 26th, 1843; nu1rricd .. A.lonzo Peck, 

Esq., of Pecksport, in 18 7S. He died honored and 
esteemed at Hamilton, N. Y., January 5th, 1S83. 

·Thomas T., born November 15th .. 1845, married .A.lice 
Roberts, June, 1872. 

Ohildren of T. T. E. and .A. E. 
Joseph E., born 1873. 
Marie C., born 1878. 

Wayland, born June 8th, 1 S48, died June, 1863. 
Mary, born July, 1850, died in infancy. 

Deacon Treadwell was prominently distinguished in bis father·s 
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family and in the whole community for the most unworldly, sincere, ; 
. . ~ 



I 
f 
I 

i 
I 
I 
( 

I 

l 
I 

I 
I 
l . 

I 

l 
l 
' j 

! 

- INTERESTIXG LETTERS. 

- ---------------------------·----------

and uniform piety, from early youth to extreme old age. He was .. a 
living epistle, known and read of all men." Rev. Thomas T. Eaton is 
the talented and popular pastor of the First Baptist Church, Louis,ille, 
Ky. 

Interesting Letters. 

Portion of a letter from Governor Treadwell, of Connecticut, to 
Hon. Thomas Treadwell, of Platt~burfl, N. Y. 

"I thank you for your Intention. and for your Civi1itits expressed 
- by that Gentleman; should either Business or Pleasure in-vite you again 
to this Part of the Country, I hope you would do me tbe Pleasure to 
call upon me. but if Circum~tauces will not admit that I should have 
the Satisfaction of a personal Visit. a L~tter from you relating to 
your Family Connectioiis, or such other )Iatters as you should think 
proper to mc-ntion would be a Pre.sent very acceptable to 

Your most obedient and '\"'ery humble Serv't, · 
J OHX TREADWELL, Governor of Conn.'' 

On the back, this autograph bore the following inscription: 
To my amiable Friend 

~N ~L.\RIArr TnEAD,VELL 

These lines are most hum hlY addressed as a small but sincere token 
of the high esteem in which she· is held by her 

.Affectionate Friend and well wisher 
Dec., 1819. )IALCOL:Y W. )!'LA.REN. 

Letter to )!rs. Ann ~r. T. Redfield. from L. P. Treadwell, Secre• 
tary and Treasurer Union Savings Bank. Danbury, Conn.: 

Jfrs. Ann .JL Redfield. 
J an'y 20th, 1877. 

DEAR )L-\.DA)f :-Your interesting letter on the Treadwell genealogy 
ha$ quite in~pired me with a desire to know more of our family. 

There is a branch of the family in :New Havt:n that traces its line 
back to Gov. Treadwell, one m(·mLer of the family being a classmate of 
mine, and havin~ been graduated in the same ~lass with me at Yale in· 
1862. I will write to )Ir. Treadweil and possib1y may get further light. 
The Tread wells of this ::ection ha -ve generally belonged to the agricul­
tural class, and have been noted for steady, industrious habits. lt is a 
tradition here, and so far as my observation extends the tradition is in 
accordance with the fact, that '' no Tread well ever has been an inmate 
of a jail or prison, or ever has been con \0 ictecl of any crime." The 
family has not been distinguished as a "pushing" or place-seeking one, 
rather the contrary, but it bas had in it many useful men, and men hon· 
ored and trusted with the hight~t and most important local positions. 
I don't know that one is wrong in taking a little pride in belonging to 
such a family. ·' A good name is nwre to be desired than great riches." 

I Allow me to add my acknowltdgements and those of my little daughter 

~- --- ----- .. ·-··----------- ---___ . --t--t--,,Jt 
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TllE PLATT FA~ILY. 

I 

for your letter, and for your valuable chart, so interesting too that l am 
half inclined to take up the study myself, but on the whole ~tudy i" 
rather discouraging to me. I find I can learn so little of what th<~re ig 
to know! or rather to be known. Louise meant to ha,e put in a reqne~t 
for your picture if you have one: perhaps it would be trespn~~ing too 
far upon your kindness. already so great; which I mean to repar in 
part by interesting the children in the study you have so well and ~o 
carefully illustrated. Wishing you many a return o-f the "Happy New 
Year," I am sincerely yours. 

L. P. TREAD'\YEJ.L. 

From "Farmer·s Genealogical Register ·of the First Settlers f"}f 
New England," published at Lancaster,. :Mass., are copied the following 
data: 

Edward Treadwell, Ipswich, ~lass, 1637. 
Thomas Treadwell. Ipswich, freeman. 1il38. 
Felt lls. Letter, 1:ide Wintltrop•.~ History }{e11J England. 2 r.ol. p. 3-tG. 
Gov. John Treadwell, of Conn., was born November 23d, 1745, 

and married Dorothy Pomeroy,. of Northampton, l\Iass. 

. ~,.. ""\$ ___, 
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THE P-LA.TT F.A1'IILY. 

Description of the Platt Coat of Arms, copied by Judge Charles 
Platt on his visit to London in 1761 from the Herald's office: 

The Ancient and Honorable family of Platt were in great repute 
in Norfolk, as is confirmed by a manuscript of those worthies who had 
Standards of Arms, the first, Edward Third, King of England, Anno 
Domini 1326, then bore for their coat of Armorial Party, and Pale Or 
and Gule, a Lion passant, Argent, armed, Azure, and· Christ; a Chap­
let of Flowers, the ancient Reward of l\Ierit, bestowed by Damsels 
upon their Favorites upon their return from a victorious field of Battle. 

liotto: Jierit has its Reward. 

In Census Li_sts of Huntington, _ L. I., April i2th, 
1755, I find the names of Epenetus Platt, Capt. Isaac 
Platt, Doctor Zophar Platt, Mary Platt, with list of slaves 
belonging to them, and signed by Isaac Platt, Platt Conck­
lin and Alexander Bryant. 

In similar lists of Smithtown, L. I., I :find the names 
of Jonas Platt, Zephaniah Platt and Mary Treadwell. 

1f. 

I In Hempstead, also the J?.ames of Thomas Treadwell 

~ ~nd Epen-et __ u_s_P_Ia-tt-------------------~ 
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28 'lIIE PLATT F ..:\..lIILY. 

In lists of rateable estate of ye tow'l1 of Huntiu~ton, 
taken in the year 16S3 : 

£ 8. 

Isaac Platt .......... 177 1 O 
Lieut. Epenetus Platt .. 211 

Signed by 
00 

d. 
00 
00 

· IsAAC PLA"IT, ConE-tahle 

8. d. 
Also John Treach~e11, of Han1pstead, 

or Hempstead, L. I .......... 250 00 00 
This ,vas in· 1653. 

Vide "Documentary History of State of N. \ ... _,, 
-

Major Epenetus Platt was the common ancestor of most of tue 
Platts on Long Island. He was a man of substance and respectat,i:ity, 
was one of those imprisoned bJ .Andros in 1681, and died at II unting­
ton, L. I., 1683 . 

Zephaniah Platt, born in 1709, w-us only son of .Jonas, the second 
son of Epenetus the first and Hannah Saxton (born 1700), by wh,m1 he 
had six children. His second wife, by whom he had four children. was 
Anna. Smith, widow of Richard and <laughter of Job Smith. He <lil·d 
in 1796. 

Four of his sons were in the U. S. Army during. the Revolution. 
Jeremiah, the fifth son, died of small pox contracted on board the Jer­
sey Prison Ship, from which he was released at the ··entreaty of his 
youngest d&ughter, Dorothea. He survived but two days after reaching 
home, and died January 27th, 1778, aged 74. Zephaniah, ~athaniel, 
and Charles, three brothers out of this family of ten, were the original 
proprietors of Plattsburg. One hundred acres each were given to the 
first ten settlers, and to the first male child born in the town (Platt 
Newcomb). Zephaniah. their father, wa~ English.-Yide Tlwmpson·, 
Hi,story of Long Island, 1st 'tol. 

Judge Zephaniah married, 1st, Hannah Davis, 2d, )fary Va1i 
"-Wyck. He was born at Huntington, L. L, 1735. and ha<l 1!? <'hi!<lren. 
The names of some of them have been given me: Jona....~. Hobert, 
Charles, Steven, Levi, James and Pitt. Pitt Platt married I3d~t::y. on!y 
sister of Chancellor Kent. Jonas, a prominent lawyer, married He1t?n 
Livingstone. Robert married Grace Daggett, of New IIa'\'"en. .Jan.e.,; 
married, 1st, ~Iiss Floyd, 2d, )Iiss '\Voolsey, 3d wife a Susan Bree-'{:. 

-- .. - - . -- ---· -·--·--·-·---------·--·---------------- - -
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widow of Bleeker Lansing. Levi married a )Iiller, father of second 
)Irs. James Bailey. Charles married a Bleeker, and left one daughter, 
now a :\Irs. Dodge, of Syracuse. 

Captain Nathaniel marrit.:d Phcebe Smith, and had 3 sons, Isaac, 
the father of )Irs. Commodore Bailey, Nathaniel and George. Hannah, 
who married Gen. )Ioore, Phoebe, who married Judge Bailey, and 
_:?tlaria, who married, 1st, Dr. Albon P. l\Iann, 2d, Rev. Frederick Hal­
sey, being his third wife. his second. a Rogers, being also a Platt on her 
mother·s side. :\Irs. Halsey became afterward the 3d wife of Hon. 
Isaac C. Platt. ~Irs. Laurence )Iycrs, of Hackensack. was a Ha)sey, 
lier daugbter. Re·v. )Ir. Halsey ·was the pioneer minister of Plattsburg, 
hav'ing come to that p1ace on horseback through the wilderness from 

· Long Island, about a hundred years ago. He had once for a wedding 
fee a bag of white beans. 

NOTE.-For full data see Platt Chart, by Mrs . .A.. ~~- Redfield. 

Copy of Letter of Judge Ubarles Platt to Dr. Samuel 
Jenner. 
PLATTSBURG, ·November 30th, 1809. 

J)ear Sir: 
Your welcome letter is before me and as vou have been somewhat 

circun;istar.tial in your epistle. you n1ay perhaps expect something like 
it from me, ·who ha\"'e been something of a roYer in my youth. ,vhen 
I left Dr. C. Graham, I first settled in New Windsor for a year or so, 
then I took a trip to the "\Yest Indies, and after visiting several of the 
islands, the ~Io5quito shore, back to Charlestown, S C., thence to Eng:. 
land, the tour of Holland, and back to )Iudeira. and the West Indies, 
returned to Kew York after an absence of ten years and six months. 
I spent about a year on Long Island~ then went into Dutchess County, 
at a place called Lerago. where I entered into mercantile business and 
kept a country store until the .American war, and was doing what I 
thought pretty well, when I and all my fan1i1y were all flaming whigs. I 
embarked early in the s~rvice of my country, was at X ew York when 
the British army .first made its appearance, and after several severe 
conflicts, retreated with the American army, first to Kingsbridge, and 
next to White Plains, was in the action there, and there ,ve continued until 
the retreat of the British army across the Xorth River, into .Jersey. 

j That event you probably are well acquainted with,and their transactions 
while in X ew J crsey. · · 

I After the British had left us, our Brfo:ade marched to the HiQ:h-
1 lands and the Forts on the .Xorth River for winter quarters. "li11e 
j Gen. ,v ashington with the main army. which at this time wa.5 much 

!
I reduced, as being con1posed mostly of militia from the different States, 

and whose time when now expired, did little more than keep the enemy ! at bay for th~ winter season. 1 

at------------------~ 
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After the winter, I left the army ancl returned to my familv con• 
tinued a farmer, and traded a little as occasion offered. ·' 

I ~old my farm for paper, Continental, and kept sliifting fr11m on~ 
one thmg to another, and al ways getting more or less, until it run ,n~1te 
out,and so farewell to pill garlic! let it go l The world is wide,· ar.;tl 
there is room enough for us all. I shall never want to try a:=arn. .\ t 
the close of the war I had purchased a few class rights of the· soltl1•.:~. 
and haYing collected a little something I set out for the ,v0ods, and 
after viewing several places I set down on the west side of Lake Claam­
plain, an entirely new country and wilderness, and ca1led the t«Jwn 
Plattsburg, and here, after encountering all the inconvenienc<.-s of ~ 
new country, I ha\"e by the grace of God continued to this <lay. l 
married, when about 28 years of age, Caroline A.driance, a daugl1tc:r (Jf 
Isaac Adriance, of Fishkill. You must ha\'"e known )Ir. Adriance. 
We have had 3 daughters and 5 sons. Our daughters are still li ... ·in~. 
and three of our sons, all in health and live near us. I am now tj,j 

years old, and my wife 62. We are as healthy as most people of our 
age are. and enjoy ourselves pretty well here. Your sons: Samuel an1i 
Moses, live near me, within a 100 rods. They are both well. )loses' 
family consists of a wife and 3 children, I showed them your letter. l 
am with respect. Sir, Yours, &c.,. 

. CHARLES PLATT. 
Dr. Samuel Jenner, No-rthfield, Mass. 

J ndge Charles Platt "\Vas born on Long Island, 1744; died 
18.f, aged 87. 

Caroline Adriance was born in Holland, 1747. 
They were married at Fishkill in 1772. 

She ·was a very handsome woman, even when old, and used to read 
her Dutch Bible. 

Judge Platt had previously studied medicine in Pari~, and like 
Judge Treadwell, furnished it to the poor gratis for many years. 

Qh-ild1·en of the Above. 
Margaret, qorn in 1793 ; married N. H. Tread,vell, 1:,13; 

and died April 8th, 1859. 
Letitia, 1st wife of Rev. Frederick Halsey; married 1798. 
Hannah, married Eleazar Miller ; nine children. 
Zephaniah, died at St. Tho1nas of yellow· fever, I SO~. 
Isaac 0., born ... .\.pril 11th, 17S1; died January 15th, 1S72. 
CJ1arles C., married Eliza Ross; died in 1S09. llaJ two 

daughters, Caroline and Elisabeth (Mrs. Bailie ~lnun­
,vay). Both these daughters are dead. Mr~. S. had 
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Nathaniel, died in infancy. 
Nathaniel 2d, 1narried Maria Nase, 1S14; died lS-!0. 

.l6 \Vife, Pannelia Grant, died 1S5!. 
The women of this family were very handsome, especially Letitia 

Qirs. Halsey), mother of the first ~Irs. James Bailey, of Plattsburg. 
-

Dr. Platt was first and only physician In Plattsburg for many 
years. A beaver skin was the usual fee for bleeding an Indian. In 
1778, he held the first court in Clinton county, and continued in office 
until he· was ~ixty years old; and it ·was then offered to . his son, Isaac 
C., who declined on account of his deafness. 

Isaac. C. Platt 1narried ... .\.nne Tread"\\"ell, 10th child of I-Ion 
Thoma~ Tread,Yell, January 13th, 1S02. She died in 
1821. He 1narried :X ancy Bristol, January 30th, 1823 ; 
and Mrs. liaria Halsey, October, 18-!S. 

Ohild1·en of 1saac 0. ancl ..A. T. Platt. 

Anne Treadwell, born Xove1nber 10th, 1803. 
Zephaniah C., born July 30th, 1805. 
Caroli~e .A .. driance, born July 1st, 1S07. 

Anne Treadwell Platt -rnarried Dr. Ly1nan Foote, 
U.S. A. 

Zephaniah C. Platt married .... t\.nna Eliza Miller. 
Caroline .A.. Platt 1narried Rev. John Dielle. 

A. T. P. and L. F. in Aug., 1821. 
Z. C. P. and A.. E. )I., Jan. 14th, 1S29. 
C. A. P. and Rev. J. D., July 18th, 1S32. 

Z. C. Platt 1narried Mrs. Haynes, Jan. 1st, 18'73. 

Children q,f .A. T. Platt and .Dr. Lyman Foo'te. 

Henry S1nitl1, born J nly 7th, 1822; died 1829. 
Anne Platt, August 22d, 182-!; died 1S25. 
Isaac Platt, September 23d, 1825; died 1879. 
Z. Charles, Feb. 1st, 1~27; died at Syracuse, N. Y., 1877. 
Henry Davis, born 1 S29 ; died 1830. 
Caroline·· A .. ~-, born 1830. , ...... ·~-
:Mafy Ann, born 11835. 
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Dr. Foote's second wife was Miss Cooper, of Cooperstown, ~- Y. 

Two sons and two daughters. 

Grandchildren oj .. IJr. and .J_lirs. A. T. Foote. 
Dr. I. Platt Foote, n1_arried Anne Eliza .J;3ailey and had l 

child ; 2d ,,.,.if e, Mary E. :Moore. 
Mary Ann Foote, niarried John Pu1npelly; no children. 
Caroline A., n1arried G. Po1ueroy Keese, of Cooperstown, 

N. l~., and l~as , children. 
)Irs. A. T. Foote died at Prairie Du Chien, October 6th, 18!12; 

Dr. Lyman Foote, at Port Laracca, Texas. 

Oltildren of Zephaniah C. and A. E. Platt. 
Ann Elizabeth, who' n1arried Benjamin F. Fell'; af Galena~ 

Ill. and has 4 children : Zephaniah Charles, Anna!" 
Franklin, and and 1Iary. Others have died. 

Caroline D., who married James D. Palmer, October 5th, 
1853; he died X o,ember 1st, 1S55. He left. one 
daughter, ·Anna Elizabeth Platt, now Mrs. A. E. 
Danis. 

John Dielle Platt, 1narried Susan D. Phelps, October 1st, 
1867. She died )fay 2d, 1879, and left 4 children: 
Anna l\Iary, Zephaniah 0., ,villia1n Phelps=- and 
J a~es Palmer. 

Mary L. resides vtith her father, at Plattsburgh; N. Y. 
~Irs. A. E. Platt died November 11th. 18,1. 

Platt and Dielle Fan1ilies. 
)Ir. Platt has been for successive terms member of Assembly for 

the northern district of our State, the friend and adviser of the ,vidow, 
and guardian of the orphan, always found faithful to every trust 
reposed in him. 

· Children of Caroline A. Platt and Rev. John IJiell2-. 
Anna Elizabeth, born May 28th, 18-:1:3, died 1farcli ZJth:-

1870. 
Eliza Gilman, born August 8th, 183.5. 
Mary Williams, born February 4th, ISlf. 

------ ----



GRANDCHILDREN OF REY. J. D. AND C. A. D. 33 

Caroline Platt, born Jan. 2Sth, 183~, died J u]y 31st, 1~73. 
Rev. J. Diclle was for S y('ars Seaman's Chaplain at Ilonolulu, 

Sandwich Islands. His children were-all born there. He died and was 
buried at sea, "homeward bound," Jan. 19th, 1841. ".A lovely and 
beloved Christian missionary." ' 

G1randchildren o.f· .llev. J. .D. and 0 . ..A. IJ. 
Anna }:. Diclle 1narried Cliarles Rathbone, of Buffalo, 

N. Y., and lE.'ft 1 son: 
Charles Clary, born .1\.ugust Ji.,th, 1865. 

· Eliza G. Dielle 1narried F. I3aker Blanton; 7 children: 
John Dielle, born March_ 26th, 1859._ 
J aznes Pln. tt, born Dec. 1st, 1 SGO, qied August 15th, 18t>5. 
Anna Lee, born April 14th, 1S63. 
James Platt 2d, born Septen1ber 21st, 1865. 
Joseph Clary, born February 2-!th, 1868 .. 
Edw·in Judd, born Sept. 16th, 1870; died July 28th, 1871. 
Carrie Thornton, born August 6th, 1872: 

The Blanton family reside at Cottonwood, Va. 

Oliildren of Ca,rrie P. IJ. and .Ja1nels jj[. Armistead. 

Caroline Adriance, born Septcn1 her 28th, 1S60 ; 
17th, 1882. 

Willie Johnston, born N ove1nber 6th, 1861. 
Phi~ip, born 1863. 
Mary Louise, born 1865. 
Maria Theresa, born 1866. 
Annie Dielle, born 1861. 

The Armisteads reside at Richmond, Va. 4 

died Mav 
" 

::Mary ,v. Diclle married Rev. P. B. Spear, D.D., of l1adison Uni­
ver~ity, Hamilton, N. Y., August 25th, 1880. Dr. S. bas been long and 
most favorably known in connection with this institution. 

Jtlany homes of these families have been made, during these long 
years. in the far "\Yest and South, some on the frontier at tlie forts and 
trading posts of our then new country, and some still r£-side on South­
ern plantations, while the graves of our kindred are scattered ·· far and 
wide, by mount and strean1 and sea." 



TllE PLATT FA~IILY. 

The Platt Ho1nestead. 

, 

There is a spot in Plattsburg made as mcmorab1e in the recollection. 
as the gathering place of a H"ighla.nd clan. In the early days, who 
were not kith or kin; :1.nd who among the circle has not at sometime 
enjoyed the dehghtful hospitality of the old homestead; or, while he 
lived, and Ile li 1.ed long and well, loved und reverenced as father, 
gr.rndfather. undt!, or friend, the dear, <leaf ohl gentleman whose wel­
come was the outcome of his great, loving heart ? 

"\Vhat graphic old time stories he could te!l ! How many historic 
landm~rks were in and around that substantial brick mausion! I can 
see the fa.mous o1d butternut tree::; antl the soltlier·s graves by the road­
side, and ~cattered here an(l there over the broad acres that surrounded 
it. D!.!ring the b:1ttle of Plattsburg. in 1813, the land force of the Brit­
ish, after the family had fled, s:.1cked the house, ·which afterward ga vc 
h'>spital room to tlleir wounded, and, later, burial to the dead. The 
United States troops were so-:ne of them stationed at Plattsburg for 
many years after this time, and the officers, al wa.ys fond of good cheer 
and a gracious host, 1n:1.de the old home::;tead often a grand raliying . 
place. Doubtless a. result of this acquaintance was the marriage of the 
ci<.le::;t lfa.ughtt!r of tht! hou-;c to Dr. Foote, who rem~1.iucd in the army 
till his death after tlle :'.\lexican war. The family were exposed to the 
hazards of the Seminole war in Florida. and of !ife in the western fron­
tier forts, and )!rs. Foote was laid to rest in a far off western grave. 
The you.pger daughter, a gay, lively girl, the household pet, who car­
ried everytlling before her. sailed away around the ,Yorld with a hus-

band whom she al w.1.ys calls •~ the lo\.'"clicst ma.n that ever lived." After 
· eight brief year:; she return~:! widowed. ·with her four little ones, to 
Plattshn~ t<> be r.ecei ved by her tender father with open arms. Iler 

'hl)fn~ cir~ ii~o.'bF,)~cn, now\~n~us, loving, white-1.taircd. enter­
. t1_ining el·\;rly ~~~· busy a.ud cheery, · back and forth among her 
rcJ·riittf~iP?J:fd1,'·· sh@ carr~s a. ble55ing wherever she goes. ohe kept 
her Platt::;burg home till after her f,1.tber had gone to rest. Ever the 
upright, honorable and just man, "Uncle Isaac" was the never-failing 
friend of the poor :.rn:1 distressed. Ile was thrice married, and his last 
wife, a most estim:1.hlc lady ( formerly )!rs. Halsey). survived him 
many yea.rs. DO\Yn to l11s latest breath, his children bestowed upon 
him a tearler anrl unduninished· affection, and wllen be died, aged n1ore 
than nint!ty y1!ar::;, the 1,vlwle community mourned him. 

"Uncle ~ atty's" villa;.;e home ut Plattsburg vv·as also raided by the 
Briti~h soldiery during the battle hour5. \Vhen the family returned, I 

~~ ~ . c.r,:;;·--------------------------------;e,-o 
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the house was a sight to see. Dried fruits and pickled pork kept each 
other company in the parlor. Th~ soldiers ran their swor<ls tlirough 
the contents of the library, and scattered the feathers of pillows and 
be<ls all over the premises, in doors antl out. " The )Iill" and "Aunt 
Peggy " are yet password:> to the secret chambers of some warm, loving 
hearts. 

Levi Platt, son of Judge Zephaniah, married a )Iiss )liller, who 
wa.s own cou3in. of Lucretia and )Iargarct Davidson. She was daugh­
ter of Dr. )liller, an own cousin of the late Judge ~\lorris S. ::\Iiller, of 
l,;tica, N. y.; also own cousin to the Rev. Henry Davis, of Clinton (his 

.mother was a Conklin~). Dr. )I. wa.s also own cousin of r,,>1. )lillcr, 
the fa.ther of tlle tirst )Ir:;. Z. C. Platt, of Pla~tsl>ur;s, N. Y., whose 
husband now resides there. )Irs. Davidson, mother of the sisters men­
tioned. \V:B a sister of Jud~a :u. S. :.\iiiler, before alluded t,.,_ Her old­
est di.lughter Anna married C,1noa Towusend. Ex-Governor Horatio 
Seymour's sister liary ma.rried Rutger B. :\Iiiler, Judge )Iiller's son. 
There existed a very close intimacy betw~en the Treadwell, Platt, and 
Davidson families, that renders this reference relevant. The Da. vidson 
family was a lovely and gifted one. The two daughters, most specially 
so, died young. 



-~ 

I 

In the walks of history, and in the ranks of benevolent workers 1n 

mercantile affairs, in the professions of law, medicine and the ministry, 
in Congress and Assembly, many of the women and men of the later 

generations of both these families have gained a happy preeminence. 
Excellence, substance, without show, might have been tlie motto of tl1e 

elder generations. 
In later days there is greater :wealth, and statelier homes ha ,~e 

sprung up. Doubtless the dwellers therein will strive to exert an influ­

ence as oenign, and leave behind them records as worthy undyiiig 

remembrance as did their progenitors. 
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