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Witb a $rid ~ctount of 11lbat i$ Itnob.111 of tbc c!carlp <!nct~tor 
of tbt f atnilp in tbc ttnitttl ~tatc~ 

i BOUT fifteen miles north of .Amsterdam, Holland, 11ear the 
\ 

north,vest corner of the farmer site of a lake, is the Yillage 

of Schermerhorn. lJ pon a n1ap dated 1604' this lake is indi

cated as De Scher )Ier; about t,,·o hundred ai1d ~fty years ago the 

lake was drained, and its site is no,\" ocet1pied by highly cultivated 

farms. A point of land jutting ii1to the lake, near the f orn1er water . 

connection behveen De Scher )lei· and De Beemster, is marked, upo11 · 

the map referred to, as De Hooren, and upon this land stands the 

present ,illage of Schermerho1·n. 

The old Saxon ,vord Skir becan1e changed to Scher in the )Iiddle 
Dutch period of the language, and means clear, pure, b1ight.1 The 

designation Scher }Ier ,vas _ p1·obably gi,en to the lake from the 

clearness, purity, or brightness of its waters. The ,,·ord )leer, or 
~Ier, means lake, and the word Hooren a point, hook, or cape of land. 
The nam~ Scher-~Ier-Horn is simply a compound of these three 

words, and, like the majority of Holland family names, is of geo
graphical origin. In the earljr Dutch colonial records the nan1e 
appears as Schermerhooren, and ,vas so· written by the :first gen-

1 The English ,vord Sheer, meaning clear, pure, bright, was dcriYed fro1n 

the Saxon root Skir. See Century Dictionary, 1895 edition, vol. vii. p. 5562: 
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eration in this country. The proper pronunciation of the 11ame is 

Scare-~Ier-llorn. The family still exists in Holland, and its members 

bear to-day the baptismal names so common in the early generations 

in America. 

The first emigrant bearing this name from Holland-and, so far 

as kno,vn, the only one-,vas .Jacob ,J anse 1 Schern1e1·hoore11, ,vho 
left the Fatherland on the ship". Rensselaerwyck," on October I, 1636, 

and came to Bever,V)"Cke (Albany) .. On the ship's list of colonists he 
is designated as ".Jacob Janse van Amsterdam, age 14 years;" 2 he 
,vas therefore born in the year 1622. In the earlv records of the 

w ~ 

Colony lie is sometimes ref er1·ed to as Jacob J anse van Schermer

hooren. In a State document of I-Iolland published at The Hague 
'I. 

in 1650,3 relating to Governor Stuyvesant's conduct in the affairs of 

the Colony, Schermerhooren is referred to as" Jacob Janse van Scher
·merhooren, formerly a citizen of ·l\T aterland, Holland." This localitv 

~ ~ 

included the village of Schern1erhor11, and the areas f orn1erly covere~ 

by De Scher l\Ier, De "\Vur l\ier, De Pur l\fer, and De Been1ster. · 

The colonial records state that in 1648 Jacob Reynties (ReJrntsen, 

Reyntgen) obtained from the ,vest India Company's agent at Nel\" 

Amsterdam (Xe,v York) arms and ammunitio11, which ,vere sent to 

Schermerhooren at Fort Orange (Albany), ,vho in turn sold them to 

the Indians. This traffic being illicit, in the opinion of Go-v-ernor 

Stuyvesant, unless carried on by hin1self ,4 Re~y~ties and Schermer

hooren ,vere seized on }lay 26, 1648, and, ,vith their goods, books, 

and papers, carried prisoners to X e,v Amsterdam. On July 9, 1648, 

they were se11tenced by Stuyvesai1t to banishment from the Colony 

1 Sometimes othc1tVise spelled Jan, Jans, Jansen, and Janssen. 
2 New York Historical Society, list of e1nigrants from Holland in the year 

1636. 
3 Vertoogh van Nicu Nederland, by .A .. ,ran der Donk: Hague, 1650, pp. 

86 and 118. 

• Hist. N. Y. Doc. Col., vol. i. p. 501. 
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f or fiye years, ,vith the confiscation of all their pro1>crty, ,,~hich it is 

stated ,vas considerable. 'fhis sentence ,,·as, i11 the opinion of the . 

" Nine ~Jen" and others, undeser\-ed, an<l through their interposition 

it ,vas revoked on ..t\.ugust l, 1048.1 The property of Schermerhooren 

had been confiscated bet,veen the sentence and its revocation, and so 

remained. - These proceedings of Stuy··r-esant subsequently forn1ed 

part of the con1plaint of 1nala<ln1inistratio11 n1ade against hin1 by the 

Colony to the States-General in IIolland . ., 

Jacob J anse Schern1erhooren ""as con11nissarv to the General Privi-.. . 

leged ,vest India C-ompany, and ,\·as also one of a court of three 

~ommissaries (1nagistrates) at IleYer"1·cke and Fort Orange (Al

bany), in 1652, 1654, 1656, 1657, 1664, ~666, 1674, and 1675.2 The 

records of this court also sho,v that in 1654 he visited ..A.nisterdam, 
where his father, Jan Schermerhooren, "~as then living.3 He again 

visited his native land in 1668~ and there loaded the ship "King 

Charles'' ,vith goods for the Colony. The ship ,vas prohibited from 

· sailing to X e,v York, and on December 11, 1668, Schern1erhooren 

petitioned l{ing Charles II. for his pern1ission to depart l\"ith his 

ship fron1 the Trexel, " ,vhere it hath lain many days ready to sail, 

and now lies there at great hazard on account of the season of the 

)Tear." The pern1ission ,vas subsequently granted by the orders of 
· the l(ing, through the Duke of York, Lord High Adnural of Eng

land. 4 

1 Vertoogh Yan Nieu Kederland, pp. 86, 118, 119; Coll. N. Y. Hist. Soc., 

- second ser~es, vol. ii. pp. ~90, 311, 312, 334, 335 ~ Hist. N. Y. Doc. Col., vol. i. 

pp. 312, 337, 345, 4~8, 501 ~ O'Callaghan's History of New Netherlands, vol . . 
i. p. 62; Albany Records, ,·ol. vii. p. ~40; Yol. ,·iii. p. 60; Holland Doc., ,·ol. 

iv. pp. 238, ~43; Calender K. Y. }list. 31S., Dutch, 1630-166:1.i, vol. iv. pp. 286, 

387,388,392,394,402. 
2 Col. Hist. of .Albany, i\lunsell, Yol. iv. pp. 225 et seq. 
3 Ibid., p. 225. 
4 Doc. Col. Hist. N. 1 .... , vol. iii. pp. 178, 179. 
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'fhe name of Jacob Janse Schermerhooren is recorded as the 
t,velfth male n1e1nher of the lleforn1ecl Dutch Church of Bever\\~~cke, .. -

organized in 16-:t2 hy Domine Johan.nes ::\Iegapolensis; and as a n1em

ber of the Consistory he audited the deacon's accounts generally 
bet,\reen 1665 an<l 1686. 

About I 650 Schermerl1ooren n1arried J annetie S. Van \1' oorhoudt, 

and af least nine children, five sons and four daughters, ,vere the re

sult of the union. In his ,vill, dated I\Iay 20, 1688, recorded at Al

bany, N e,v York, he names his children in the order given in the 
follo,\·ing genealogical table, and refers to the last fotu" as then in 

their minoritv. 
"' 

He ,vas a trader ,, .. ith the Indians, and the o,vner of quite large 
\ 

estates. He lived in Albanv until 1G86, "·hen he removed to Sche-
•· 

nectady, ,vhere he died in 1688. Prior to 1676 his house and gardens 

·were on the east side of North Pearl Street, Albany, beginning sixty 

feet south of ::\Iaiden Lane; after 1676 he liv-ed on the north side of 

State Street, just east of Chapel Street. His ,vife received the in

come fron1 his estate until her death in 1700, ,vhen the estate, an1ount

ing to 56,882 guilders, \\?as equally diYided among the nine children; 

it in'cluded houses and lands at Schenectady, Albany, and Schodack, 
and moneys in IIolland . .. 

Jacob J anse Schermerhooren ,vas a n1an of indon1itable energy 

and will, con1bined ,vith marked intelligence and executive ability; the 

former is attested by the early age at ,vhich he left his native land, 

by his opposition to Governor Stuyvesant, and his final business success 

in the Colon, .. ; and the latter b,,. the stations of honor and trust ,vhich 
• • 

he was called by his fello,v-colonists to occupy ,vhile he ,vas yet a 

young n1an. 



HIS coat of· ar1ns of the Schermerhorn f amilv was obtained 
• 

by Captain Joseph .l\Iarschalk, in 1800, from a painted ":-in-

dow of the cbw·ch iI1 the village of Schermerhorn, Hollai1d. 

The device upon the seal of the ·yillage .is a mole. The f ollo,ving de-

scription o~ the aboYe coat of arms is contained i11 .a Armorial Gene
ral," par J. B. Rietsap, 1887: '' Schermerhorn: D~argent ( on d'azur) 

a un cbene au naturel, pose sur tm tertre de sinople, et une taupe de 
sable au pied de l'arbre. Casque couronne: Cimier, le chene: De,'ise, 

Industria semper crescam.'' · 

I •. JACOB J .\.~SE ScHERl\IEB.HOORE...~ n1arried .T am1etie S. ,~ a11 

V oorhoudt. Issue: 

!. REYER J., born 1652; n1arried .A.riaantjc .. A.rentse Bratt. 

S. SnroN J., born 1658 ~ married ,,1illempsic \""icle. 

4. HELENA, born 1660; married :\Iyndert H. ,·nn dcr Bogaart. 

5. JACOB J., born 1662; married Gerritie H. ,l' a.n Buren. 

6. l\lACHTELT, born 1664; married Johannes lI. Bceck1uan. 

7. Co:a.NELIS J., born 1668; married i\Iarritie H. ,:--an Buren. 

8. JANNETIE, born 1670; n1arricd Ci1spcr Springsteen. 

9. NEELTJE, born 167 4; nutrried Barcnt Ten Eyck. 

10. LucAs J., born 1676; n1arricd Elizabeth Darnen. 

The birth dates as given above are somewhat conjectural, but fron1 

collateral e-vidence they are believed to be nearly correct. In the ,vill 
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of Jacob JaHse Scher1nerhooren, dated l\Iay 20, 1688, the children are 

named in the above order, and the last four are ref erred to as then 

( 1688) being in their n1inority. 

J annetie S. Van ,r oorhouclt~ horn in IIolland about 1632, ,vas the 

daughter of Corne1is Segerse Van ,r oorhoudt and Bregje Jacobson, 

who came fron1 Holland to Bever,V)rcke (Albany) in 1642. .Januetie 

Schermerhooren died at Schenectady, N e,v York, in 1700 . 
• 

5. JACOB JACOBSE ScIIERl\IERHOORX nu1rried Gerritie I-Ien<lrickse 
Van Buren. Issue: 

11. CATALYNTJE, baptized N0Yen1ber 18, 1683; 1narricd Abraha1n ,Tan 

Valkenburg. 

12. JACOB, JR., baptized Dcccn1her ~7, 1685; n1arricd Antie 'V'nn V cchten. 

13 .. HENDRICK, baptized October 16, 1687 ; 1narried t:lsie Jans Albertsc 

Bratt. 

14. CoRNELIS, baptized September fl2, 1689 ~ n1arricd :i\Iargarita Jans Al

bertse Bratt. 

15. l\fACHTELT, baptized January S, 1692. 

16. JANN"ETIE, baptized l\Iay 6, 169-:lo. 

. 17. ELIZABETH, baptized August ~8, 1698; 1narried Roeleff Jansen. 
·, 

18. JOHANNES J., bnptizcd July 21, 1700; married E~gcltie Gar4~nier. 
. . .: 

19. REYER, baptized February 21, 1702; n1arried Geertic Ten Eyck. 

Jacob Jacobse Schermerhoorn, born about 1662, ,, .. as master of the 

sloop " Star" fron1 1681 to 168J, ,vhi~h sailed betn"een Alba11y and 

N e,v York; his brother Cornelis subsequently sailed· the same Yessel. 

In 1682 he n1arried Gerritie IIen<lrickse, daughter of Hendrick Cor

nelis Va11 Buren and Elizabeth --; or granddaughter of Cornelis 

liaas Va11 Buren and Cataly11tje )Iartense De ,v eever, ,vho came 

from Guilderland, Holland, in 1681. The brothers Jacob and Cor

nelis ( see Nos. 5 and 7) married sisters. 
In the ,vill of Jacob Janse Schermerhoo1·en, dated l\Iay 20, 1688~ 

it is stated: " I do freely remitt & discharge my sonne Jacob Scher-
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merhoorn that lives upon my farm at Schotak of ye rent ,vhich he 

is o,ving for ye san1e and ,vhich \\"ill be due to ye day of n1y decease 

not willing that my executrix or admx shall any ""ise n1olest him the 

said Jacob Schermerhoorn ,Jr or his heirs for Ye san1e." In the sub-
, w 

sequent division of the property, in 1700, Jacob .J acobse Schermer-

hoorn came into possession of the property referred to, and his de

scendants retained the original farn1 until it ,\·as sold, in 1836, by 

Barent C. Schermerhorn, in the sixth g·eneration. 

12. JACOB Sc1-1ER:\IERHOORX, J n., n1arried, June 23, 1714, An tie 

Van V echten. Issue: 

fl0. JACOB J., baptized July 10, 1·71.5; n1arried Catalyntje Van Buren. 

21. l\1ARIA, baptized llarch 6, 171'7: died in infancy. 

22. CoRNELis J., baptized January 1, 1719; 111arrie<l i\Iaria ,,rinne. 

23. REYER J., baptized April 9, 17521. 

24. i\1ARIA, baptized June 80, 1723. 

~5. GERRETIE, baptized October 11, 17~4; married .Adam Dnnilse ,vinne. 

26. HENDRICK J., baptized Scptc1nbcr ~5, 17~6; 1narrierl Cornelia Lansing. 

27. JANNETIE, baptized February ~5, 1728; married Johannes ,Jansen . . 
28. CATHELYXTJE, baptized )larch 1, 1730; 1narried Barcnt Van Buren. 

29. LucAs J., baptized October 15, 1732; married Wyntje :Fitzgerald. 

30. JOHANNES J ., baptized .A.ugust -!-, 17~34. 

31. PHILIP J., baptized .A.pril 17, 1737. 

Antie Van Vechten lvas baptizecl December 20, 1692, and ,vas the 

daughter of Cornelis Teunise ,ran Vechten and ~Iaria Lucase, and 

granddaughter of Teunis ,ran "\T echten. 

22. CoRNELIS J.1con ScHERJIERHORN married, October 22, 1742, 

}Iaria Winne. Issue: 

St . . JACOB C., born l\fay 25, 17 43; married ( 1) Gerritje Schermerhorn; 

( 2) Cornelia Gar<lenier ; ( 3) Sarah Van <ler Poel. 
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33. DANIEL C., baptized :\lurch 23, 17 J5; 1narried llaria Yau der Poel. 

34. JoHx ,,r., baptized ,July 4, 1747: 1narricd (1) Cathalyntje ''an Val-

kenburgh; (2) .Abigail Everett. 

35. PHILIP C., baptized June ~8, 1750: n1arried Dorothy :\filler. 

36. DIRKIE, baptized ,June 14, 1,i5f!. 

Cornelis J. Scher1nerhorn, born 1719, died prior to 1762, for it is 
kno"n that his eldest son, .J acoh, at his marriag·e ga,~e a hon1e to his 
n1other, ,vho ,vas then a ,vido"". 

~Iaria ,vinne, baptized December 9, 1722, ,vas the daug·hter of 
Pieter Danilse ,,rinne and R.achel ,ran Alen, the granddaughter of 
Daniel ,vinne and Dirckje ,; an X es, and great-granddaughter 

of Pieter ,,rinne and 'fannatje Adams. The former ,vas born in 

.Ghent, Flanders, and the latter in Leeuwaerden, ,rrieslandt. .1\. 

portrait of )!aria ,\Tinne and her sister is in the possession of the 

Van Alen f an1ily at Schodack Lauding, :Xe"" York. 

32. .J A.COB Cou~ELis · Sc1-rERlIERHOUN married (I), iiarch 2U, 

1762, .Gerritje Schern1erhorn: ( 2), February 15, 1783, Cornelia 

Gardenier; ( 3), .L\. pril 5, l 79J, Sarah ,.,. an der Poel. Issue: 

37. ConxELil"S I. ( J. ), horn .. August 15, 176~; 1narriecl ( 1) Elizabeth l\Ion

den ( :\Iontagnc) ; ( ~) Cathliua Scher111crhorn. 

38. llARYTJE, baptized Dccen1ber 17, 1769; died in infancJ·· 

39. JoHN I. (J), born Septen1bl'r 5, 177~; 1nnrried Cynthia ,ran '"n.lk('n-

berg. 

40. SAlIUEL, baptized October {i, 1776. 

41. I\IARYT.JJ·:, bnptizcd .t\ugust l(i, 1778 ~ 1narried Daniel V nn Buren. 

4,~. ENGELTJ~, baptized :February l>, 1781. · 

43. CATIL-\LY~.,, baptized January ~O, 178~; died in childhood. 

4~. GERRITJJ::, baptized January 11, 1784 ~ n1arricd tf oseph G. Sea.bring. 

45. BAREXT I. ( J. ), baptized .April ~, 1786; 1narried I .. ucretia Bnrheit. 

46. HAXNAH, baptized Noven1ber 18, 1788; n1arried Kobus B. Van der 

Poel. 
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J acob C. Schern1erhorn li\·e<l at Schodack Landing, N e\v· York, 

the hon1e of his ancestors. I-le "ras a large land-o,vner, and ,vas 

prominently co1111ccte<l "'ith the public affairs of his tirne. He serv·ecl 

in the Revolutionary ,,, ar, in 177.5-76, as first lieutenant in Captain 

John H. Beekn1an's co1npany of the I~ifth Albany County Reg·iment, 

commancled by Colonel Stephen Schuyler; and in 1776-77 as first 

major of the Second Ilattnlion of th_e Fourth 1\lhany County Regi
ment, conunandecl by Colonel l~ilian ,ran Rensselaer. 

~Iajor Schern1erhorn "·~1s i11 con1n1and· of his reg·i111ent at the sur

render of General llnrgoyne at Saratoga, on Octoher 17, 1777. He 

\\"as a member of the X e,v \. ... ork State .... ~ssemhly in 1705, and fron1 

1793 to li97 "·as State Con1n1issioner for the Conuty buildings at 
Troy, Xe"· \ ... ork. Ile died at Schodack Landing·, Xe,\ .. York, on .l\Iay 

5, 1822. I\. portrait, in ""ater-colors, taken in the later part of his life, 

nol\" exists in- our f an1ilY . •. 
Jacob C .. Scher111erhorn~s first ,,·ife, (~erritje Schern1erhoru, born 

l\Iay 1, 17~2, ,Yas the daug·hter of .Johannes J. Schern1erhorn and 

Engeltie Gardenier ( see X o. 18). She died )larch 2~ 1782, six ,veeks 

after the birth of her <laug·hter (~athaly11a. I-Iis second "·ife, Cornelia 
Gardenier, "·as boi·n in 17 53; she \\·as the ,vido,,r of .Johannes Vos

burgh, and died July 21, 170:3. l-Iis third "·ife, Sarah ,ran der Poel, 

born July 14, 17.54', "·as the dang·hter of ,Johannes \ran der Poel and 

..t\nnatje Staats, and the "·ido"· of John .A.-\. Van ..c\Jstyne; she died 

}Iarch 21, 1817. 

37. CoR~""ELit:S I. (J.) ScHERlIERHoux n1arried (1), Noven1ber 

19, 1785, Elizabeth )Ionden ()Io11tag·ne); (2), Noven1ber 19, 1815, 

Cathlina Schern1erhorn. Issue: 

47. llARGARET, born .January 19, 1788; nm.rricd Israel Platt. 

48. JACOB, born ~lay 18, 1791 ~ died in infancy. 

49. JAcon C., born August 25, 179fl; 1ua.rricd Rachel Berdan. 

50. JoH~, born ... .\.ugust. 25, 1'792; diJcl in infancy. 
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51. G.\RRITA .A., born Xo\·e1nbcr IH, 17H3: 1na1·ried Isaac Jessup. 

52. )!ARIA, born February ~1, 1796; unn1a1-ricd. 

53. S . .\RAH, born ,July 18, 1797: n1arricd ( 1) J oscph Fr}·cr; ( 2) )lichacl 

:\Iorehous<:. 

54. JoHN C., born Decen1ber :3, 1798: n1arried Hannah Springsteen. 

55. ANNA, born April 7, 1800: nw,rriccl I. .. ewis Y oungloYe. 

56. JosEPH C., born 1'°oYcmher fl(j, 1801; tnunarried. 

57. BAREXT C., born Januarv 28, 1804; n1arried Catharine ,,rithcck . ., 

58. PETER C., born .August ~1, 1805: n1arried Sarah S. Ryder. 

Cornelius I. (.J.) Schern1erhorn, horn Aug·ust 15, 176J, lived at 
Schodack Landing, :N e,v York. I-le ,vas a n1erchant and a large land

and vessel-o,vner, several of his _Yessels being engaged i'n trade ,vith 

the East Indies. In 1808, 180B, 1810, 1811, and 18l8 he ,Yas a n1en1-

ber of the X e,v ·y ork State .. ,A.ssembly, and during that service he \Yas 

prominently identified "·ith the plans for the inauguration of the Erie 
Canal. He ,ras conu11issioned on )larch 30, 1803, as n1ajo1\ on l\Iarch 

12, 1810, as lieutenant-colonel, and on .r\.pril 13, 1812~ a.s colonel of 

the Forty-third Rep;i1nent, }-:ighth ]3rigade, 'fhircl DiYision, of the 

N e,v York: :\Iilitia, under con1n1an<l of Brigadier-General Jacob .L~• 

Fort and ~Iajor-General IIenry Jjv-ing·ston. Colonel Schern1e~horn 

served on the northern frontier ,vith his reg·i111ent during the ,var of 
1812. He died at Schodack Landing, August 25, 1828. 

Cornelius I. Schern1erhorn' s first ,vif e, Elizabeth )louden, ,va~ 

born in 1764. She ,vas a descendant of I-leer ,Tohannes La )Iontag·ne1 

vice-director of the l\r est India C1on1pany at }-,ort Orange (Albany) 

from 1659 to 166J. The fan1ily ,vas of Huguenot orig~in, enugrating 

from Holland ahout the n1iddle of the se,~enteenth centl1ry. i\..rnong 

some of the later generations the original name becan1e phoneticall~ 

changed to l\Ionden, )Ionton, and ~Lunden. Elizabeth ~I. Schermer· 

horn died June 9, 181,3. IIis second " .. ife, Cathlina Schermerhorn 

born Septen1ber 1.5, 1775, ,,·as the daughter of flendrick J. _Scher· 
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merhoi·n and Cornelia Lansing ( see X o. 20) , and the ,vido,v of Petrus 

Hardenburg; she died January· 23, 1835. 

In 1898 the headstones marking _the graves of Jacob C. Schermer
horn and family, and also those of Cornelius I. Schern1erhorn and 
family, ,vere removed from their several burial-places and placed in 
the cemetery at Schodack: Landing. 

57. IlARENT CoRNELit..:S ScHER:lIERHORN married, January 8, 

1827, Catharine ,vitbeck. Issue: 

59. ELIZABETH, born Dece1nber 13, 1827; 1narried Robert ~I. Pease. 

60. C.ATHARINE ~l., horn October 22, 1829. 

61. CHARLES, born June 16, lSS_Q; -n1arried Jane Wells. 

62. FRANK, born August 29, 1835. 

63. Louis Y., born Nove1nber 18, 1840; n1arricd Romie Bovie Do<ls. 

64. A1tENT V. D., born October ~2, 1842; n1arried Adela.de Potter. 

Barent C. Schermerhorn ,,~as born J anuarv 28, 1804, at Schodack: ., 

Landing, N e\v York:, and upon the death of his father inherited the 

. old homestead of his ancestors. ( See Jacob J acobse Schermerhoorn.) 

He w~s commissioned .as n1ajor on August 11, 1831, as lieutenant

colonel on June 26, 1834, and as colo11el on September 9, 1835, of the 

Forty-thi1'd Regime11t, Eighth B1·igade, Ninth Division, of the New 
York State l\Iilitia, under Brigadier-.General Henry I. Genet. This 
regiment had successively been comma11ded by Colonel Scher1ner
horn's grandfather in 1777, and by bis father in 1812. In 1838 he 
removed to Green,vich, Xe,v York, and in 1863 to Trov-, Ne,v York, .. 
where be died l\farch 10, 1872. Barent C. Schermerhorn ,vas al\vavs ., 

identified ,vith the advancen1ent of the best interests of the com

munity in ,vhich he lived, and for forty years he ,vas a prominent 

member of the Dutch Reforn1ed Church a11d its svnods. IIis life lvas ., 

that of a Christian gentlen1an. 

His wife, Catharine "\Vitbeck!' born ~lay 15, 1810, ,vas the daughter 

of J olm A. ,vitbeck and Catharine Van Dvck, and therefore a lineal ., 



-18-

descendant of Jan 'fhomase Van "\Vitbeck, who came from ,vitbeck, 

Holstein, in 1638,· and lleer Hendrick Van Dvck, "\\rho came from .., 

Utrecht in 1645. Catharine ,v. Schern1erhorn died at Lansingburgh, 

New York, October 31, 1808. 

©bitUart! . 

" The funeral of l\frs. Catharine "\"\T. Schermerhorn was held on 

November 3 [1898], at the home of the family, 286 Third Avenue,. 

Lansingburgh. l\'.Irs. Schermerhorn died October 31, having reached . 

the adYanced age of eighty-eight years, and to the day of her death pre

served most of the po,vers and energies of the body, and all the graces 

·of heart and n1ind which had so eminently distinguished her life. 

Throughout a long and useful life she splendidly exemplified the ideal 

wife and mother. Gentle by· nature, and fqrther sanctified by an un
questioning faith in a glorious future, she passed a,vay as she had 

lived, fully reposing in the faith of a lifetin1e. Gentleness and grace 

of manner combined ,vith an intense mother-love endeared her most 

strongly to her children. To them she bequeathed, through a model 

life, the priceless inheritance of a pure, consistent, and loving example 

of all that is best in human life, and a lasting memory, endeared by a 

woi-ld of cherished associations. To have so lived that words cannot 

express the present sense of loss incurred by those she has lived for is 

the most glowing eulogy which can be paid to her blessed men1ory, and 

such a tribute her children lovingly yield." 

63. Louis Y ouNGLOYE ScHER:lIERHORN man·ied, December 4, 

1866, Romie B. Dods. Issue: 

65. HOLDEN B., born July 18, 1868; married Sarah Yeates \Vhclen. 

66. RENA, born Fcbn1ary 21, 1870; 111arricd Arthur B. Breese, l\I.D. 

67. Louis '\\T., born NoYembcr 16, 1871 ~ died September ~O, 1876. 

68. ALFRED R., born February 8, 1876; married ~I. Lillian l\Iessig. 
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Louis Y. Schermerhorn ,vas horn at Green,vich, Ne,v York. He 
studied civil engineering at the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 

1860-63, and graduated, ,vith the degree of C.E., fron1 Union 

College, X e,v York, in 186-t; eng·aged 011 railroad surv-ey and 

construction, in X e,v York and Ohio, 186-t-66; division engineer 
on Brooklyn Park, X el\,; York, _1866-G!l: chief engineer of the 

Riverside I1npro-ren1ent Con1pany, Illinois, 1860-73 ;- chief engineer 

Chicag·o and Great ,,r estern Railroad, 187.:3-7-t; United States Assist
ant Engineer on ,,·orks of riYer and harbor in1provement, in )linne

sota, ~Iichig·an, l\risconsin, X en" l .. ork, , ... ern1~nt, Pennsyl,rauia, X e,v 

Jersey, and Dela,, .. are, 187-:t-91; n1emher of lTnited States Engineer 
Conµnission for In1pr0Yen1ent of ,,ri1n1ington I-Iarbor,.. Dela,vare, 
1891; n1e1nher of Engineer Co1nn1ission for J:>rotection of l\Tillian1s
port, Pe1nisylv·ania, against Floods, 1895; n1e1nber of Con1mission 
for Survey of Canal Route bet"·een Philadelphia and X e,v York, 

1894; president of the """~n1erican Dredging Con1pany, 1891-; presi
dent of the Engineers' Club of Philaclelphia, 1808; director of the 

Philadelphia Board of Trade, 1803-; director of the Philadelphia -
,l\Iaritin1e Exchang·e, 1892-. 

Romie Bovie Dods, born in ProYinceto"·n, )lassachusetts, April 5, 

1840, ,vas the daughter of Dr. John BoYie Dods, of Boston, )Iassa
chusetts, and·Julia I-Iolden, of Norfolk, ,~irginia. The fa1nily nan1e 

was Bovie, but it ,vas changed to Dods during the early life of Dr. 

John BoYie. The fa111ily ""as of Huguenot orig·in, fron1 Pays de 
Vaud, S,vitzerland, emigrating from Holland, irJ. the persons of 

" Jerome BoYie, ,vif e, and five children,,, to X en· Ainsterdam (Ne\\" 

York), in 1663. 1..,he nan1e "·as orig·inally Beaufils, but beca1ne 
phonetically changed to Beauvie and Bovie. 




