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PREF ACE. 

AS a compiled work, the· matter offered herewith neces­

sn.rily mn.kes but slight pretension to literary merit, 

though its prepnra.tion has required extensive and somewhat 

protracted research, its arrangement much thought. 

The material I obtained from historical works and col­

lections of Anderson, Crawford, Gardner, Patterson, Semple,* 

and other reliable sources; also valuable information from 

exteusive correspondence, and important facts from poems 

aud songs. 

Attention is 1U1kcu. f;o tire "Reference To.Lile," which shows 

the numbers as found in circles on. the genealogical tree, 

and their corresponding numbers in the history. 

Tho 1,lauk leaves at the end of the book are designed for 

additional notes which may have been omitted_ in the body 

of the work, as well as for recording births, ma1·riages, and 

deaths, and other matters of interest pertaining to the 

family which may occur in the future. 

In conclusion, I have to bog tho indulgence of the reader 

for any misprints, errors, or omissions which may have 

escaped my observation, and which, if kindly pointed out, I 
shall be glad to correct in a subsequent edition. 

WILLIAJII ALEXANDER SEMPLE. 
BROAD BROOK, CONN., 

Jnn. 7, 1888. 

* First cousin of the author'R great-freat-grandfather. 
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GENEALOGICAL HISTORY 

OF TIIE 

ll-,AMIL Y SEMPLE 
FROM 1214 '£0 1888. 

~mM p LE, 01· S EM l'ILL, !I. SUl'll!l.IDC o{ gren.t, o.ntiquit.y 

in the west of Scotlo.nd. As to the origin of this o.ncient 

fumi!y, it is difficult to mo.kc any conjecture, or to insist 

upon whnt is tro.<litfon r~lative to it, that bciug for the most. 

pnrt confused. It is sufficient to know th11.t for mu1·e thnn 

600 years they have been barons of great power in the 

County of Renfrew, and had large possessions in that and 

the two o.djoiuing counties of Ayr aud Lanark. Omittiug: 

the 1·emote barons of Elliestoun, mention is made of the 

followiug: 

l. JtolU.:H.'.11 de SEMPL:I!~, the first of the family of 

·whom any reco1·d remnins, lived in the reign of Alexander 

the Second, who ascended the throne in 1214, and in the 

reign of King Alexander the Third this Robert t.le Semple 

was Steward of the Barony of Renfrew, and witnessed a 

charter of Malcolm, Ea1'.l of Lennox, about 1280 ; also a 

grant oi jn,mes, High Steward of Scotl:rnd. He left two 

sons. who were great patriots and friends of Robert the 

Brnco. 



8 SEUPLE GENEALOGY. 

1. Ronr.nr (see 8). 
2. 2. '1'110M AH llE SEl\rPLE, to whom King Robert the 

FirH1. gm111.,~d II dm1'1.or of hnlf of tho lnnds a.nd pertinents 
i11 lhu town, n11tl lc11u111cul of Lo11g11itlllory, which bolougo<l. 
to Nicholas de Dispc11sn. 

3. JWUEH'l' do SEMPLE, the eldest son, hud a char• 

ter from Ki11g Robert the First of the whole land with the 

pertinents which belonged to John Buliol, lyi11g in the tene­

ment of Largs, to Le held by him and his heirs in free 

barony. He witnessed 11 donation of the Church of Largs 

to the :Monastery of Paisley foi· the welfare of his own soul 

and that of .Marjory Bruce, his deceased wife, 1318. He 

died before 1330, leaving a sou. 

4-. WIIJLI.AU do SlUlPIJl4~, Steward of Renfrew, who, 

under the <leRignntion of WilliolmuH Sompill do EliotHtoun, · 

witnessed a clrnrtor of AJam do Fullerton, April 18, 1844. 

5. THOMAS SJ~MPLE of Elliestoun, his son and suc­

cessor, witnessed a charle1· of Robert, High Steward of 

Scotland, Earl of Stro.thcm, and John Lord Kyle, his son 

and heir apparent, coufirmiug to the Monastery of Paisley 

the lands of Sanquhar, 1367. He was father of 

6. Silt JOU~ SEMPLE; who out-ained from ~:ing 
Robert the Second a . charter confirming the grants which 

J olm, Earl of Carrick, Bis Majesty's eldest son, had made to 

him of the lauds of Glassford, etc., in Lanarkshire, July 22, 

137 5. He left issue : 
~ 

7. 1. JEAN, married to Sir John Stewart, Sheriff of Bute 
(ancestor of the Marquess of Bute). 

2. JOHN of Ellicstoun (see 8). 
3. JOHN SEMPLE of Fulwood (see 76). 

8., JOHN SEM.l1 LE of Elliestoun, who was employed . 
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in several negotiations of state, and in 1421 was one of the 

Scots' commiHHionorH. appointed to treat with the E11gliRh 

fo1· tho·lil,01·uL1011 of J1tmeH I. Ho wait.ml 11po11 IliH M11jPHty 
nt Durlinm, J)cccmbcr 18, 1428, on his rel.um to his own 

dominio11s. Ho wus knighted by that Icing about l-!30. He 

snt, in tho Parliament which met at Stirling, 1440, and in 

'that nt Edinburgh in 1441. 

H. Slit JWUER1' SJ~l\lPLJ~ of Elliestoun, sou of the 

lo.st.-mcutioncd, ho.d o. charter from Jo.mes II to himself aud 

Elizabeth, his wife, of the lnnds of Southannnne, in Ayrshi1·e, 

011 his own resignation, October 81, 145~. 

10. SJlt "WILLLlll SEMPLE of Elliestoun, son of 
Sir Robert, wos mnde hereditary Sheriff of the County 

of' Hcnfrow (nu onice answering to t.hnt of Lord-Lic11tc11nnt. 
of tho present do.y), nnu ol,tuincd from James tlrn Third u 

charter of the baronies· of Elliestoun, Castleton, nftenvo.nlH 
called Castle-Semple, upon his· own resignation, dated Octo­

bc1· 4, 1474. He married Margaret, daughter of Lord 

Cathcart. 

11. 'l'lIOMAS SEMPLE, the son of Sir WilliaJU Sem­

ple, was Sheriff of Ucnfrow, rind snt in Parliament, FeLrunr,v 

25, 1483-4, being design;d 'l'homas Simple, Vicecomes de 

Renfrew. He fell at the nffa.ir of Sa.uchieburn, between 

Bnnnockburn nnd Stirling, on the side of James the 'l'hinl, 

June 11, 1488. He mnrried Elizabeth, dnuglttcr or sislcr 

of John, first Lord Ross; by whom be hnd a son and four 

daughters: 

1. JoHN, ,,lho succeeded his fo.ther_ (sec 16). 
12, 2 . .:hiAIWAHET, married Robert Crawford of Kilbirny. 
13, 8. M' ARH)N) ffi!l!"'riPn ~i,• .. Tl\hn ~t ... wn,•t nf f:ln11.JQ•·stoun. 

2 
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14-. 4. ELilATIET!!, married Sir .A.dam Mure of Caldwell. 
la. 5. :MAIWAHET, Lady Houstoun. 

I. 

IG. SIU. ,JOHN SEJII>LE, the only son of Thomas 

Semple, was created a Peer by King James the Fourth, 

though the precise date is not ascertained, but Cru.wfurd 

says in 1488, the year his father fell in battle. Ile sat as 

a Peer in Parliament, March 18, 1503-4. He erected, or 

rather relmilt, near the eastern end of the Loch (Lochwin­

noch) the castle of Castleton, the name of which he ~hanged 

to Castle-Semple, near which he founded· the Collegiate 

Church of Lochwinuoch, 1505, "to the honour of God and 

the blessed Virgin Mnr.r, for the prosperity of llis sovereign, 

James the Fourth, and Margaret, his queen; for the soul of 

Marga re(; Colrille, hiR former Hpouse; and also for tlie sal n1.­
tion of his own R0til and that of Margaret Crichton, his 

present, wife, :l.llU of nil hii; fH'cuecessors and successors, :rnd 

of all the faithful deceased." 'fhis foundation wa.s con­

firmed by King ,fames tho Fourth at Edinburgh, June 5, 

150G. H wus richly cuuuwed by Lord Sempic with a iarge 

rc\·cnue for the maintenance of Ii prebcnd nnd six clrnpluins, 

for cclcbrat.in~ divine se1·vicc: and been.me a plncc of 11cpnl­

ture to this family. John, first Lord .Semple, fell at the 

battle of Floddcn, September 9, 1513. He married, first, 

Margaret, <laughter of Sir Robert Colville of Ochiltree, by 

whom he had two sons. 

1. WILLI.All[ (see 17). 
2. 0AnllrnL, ancestor of the Sempies oi Cathcart (sec 

8:3). 

He mnrrie<l, secondiy, l\largaret, daughter of Sir ,Turnes 

Crichton of Ruth rnndeny, relict of Si1· William Stirling of 

Keir, but by whom he had.no issue. 
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II .. 

17. WILLIAM, Sl•~COND LORD SEMPLE, the eldest 

son of t_he first lord, was one of the Pl'ivy Council of J ::unes 

tho Fifth, and Lord J usticiary and heritable Bailie of the 

Regu.lity of Paisley. He ·was one of those who assented 

to the match betwixt Queen Mary and Prince Edward of 

England, August 25, 1543, and died in 1548. In 1547, he 

purchased, from J ohu Bruntschells, the last of the family 

of Bruntl:1chells of that ilk,· the estate of Dnmtschel!s ( a 

corruption of Burnt shields), in the pal'ish of Kill,archan, 

Renfrewshire. Ilis lordship married, fast, Ludy Mat·garet 

Montgomery, eldest daughter of Hugh, first Earl of Eglintoun, 

by the Lady Helen Canipbell, daughter of Archibal, Ea.1·1 of 

Argyll, and by her had issue. 

1. ROBERT, who succeeded as third Lord (see 21). 
18. 2. DAVID, ancestor of the Semples of Craigbetts, a 

l.n·nnch of whom sett.led iu Spain uud floui-ishcd t.lierc. 
1 tt. 3. HELEN, married Allan, thinl Lor<l Culhcart. 
20. 4. )h1iv, 100.rried Sir John Stirling of Keir. 

Ho murTiod, secondly, Elizabeth, daughter of Arnot, of 
Arnot; thirdly, Mn.l'iau, daughter of Hugh Monti;omcry of 

I:fazolltou.d, without issue. 

· III. 

21. UOUElt'l', THiltD LORD SKM.l)L}~, sou of Wil­

liam, second Lord Semple, who is commonly called the Great 
Lord Semple, o.ntl who being a person of very martial spirit, 

was engaged in many of the wars of tho nge. Ho was one 

of the supporters of the queen regent, Mary of. Guise, against 

tho lords of the Congregation. In 1560, his castle was 

boseiged und taken, for having dii;obeyod tho law~ nnd 
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ordinances of the council, especially because he persisted in 

retaining the n1nss, nml had Lese£ the Earl of A.tT!ll! with o. 

~reat 1111ml11:w or hi1::1 friemls, while he was riding on his wny 

wilh his uccuslo1nctl company. He wns at the battle of 

Pinkie, A.D. lf>-!7, where he was taken prisonel" by the· 

English, and af te1· thu.t co11thrncd most affectionately devoted 

to the interests of Queen Mary, until the murder of Darnley 

when he entered into u bond of association with other Scot 

Peers to llcfellll the yo1111g King James. He was present 

with the Regent Murray at the buttla of Laugsiue, and, in 

consideration of his many and valuable service to the king 

and government, obtained a chal"ter of the A.bbey of Paisley, 

in 1569, upon the forfeiture of Lord Claud Hamilton. He 
was 011e of the jury on the trial of the Earl of Bothwell. At 

Carberry-hill he was one of the lords who com111n11l1ed the 

rear gn:U'Cl of the confcdernto force in n.t·ms agn.inst tho queen 

n.nd Bothwell. Ile wus oue of the secret council of the 

Regent Murray, a1H.l after his mmdet· ho wns taken prisoner, 

in 1570, by the Hamiltons while riding home securely from 

the army of the Earls of Lennox and Gleucairn, at Glasgow. 

He was carried prisoner to Di-uffon: whence in a few days he 

was rcmo\'cd to Argyll by Lord Boyd, and detaine~ there a 

year. His lordship wns goveruor and constable of tho king's 

castle of l)ouglu~s. l1o cngugcd in tho gl'Cut feuds hetwocu 

the houses o{ Eglinton llllll Glencnirn, 01' tl~e Mo11tgomel'ies 
a1ul Cu1111ingha111s, wilh tho former of which the Semples 

had formed v:ll'ious mnrl'inge connections. · .These feuds 

lasted from 1488 till 1586. 'l'hore were so mnny families 

iiffolved in them, nnd Ho mnny lives lost, that it wns more 

like a civil wn1· than a fumily quarrel. During these perilous 

times Lord Scmpic built tho Peol on a. small islet in Castle 
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Semple Loch, then a very safe and impregnable retreat. He 

dietl iu i572, hnviug mur.ried, first~ Isabei, d1111glitcr of Sir 

Willin,m H!11uilto11 of Sunqulmr, by whom ho hn,L 

2:.?. 1. Hou~:nT, Mn1:1ter of Semple, the eldest son, prcclc­
censeu his fn.tlicr, the Great Lord Semple, 1569, leaving uy 
his wifo, Bu.ru111·a1 daughter of Sir Arcliiuald Preston of 
Valloyllclll, a sun, Robert, who succeeded as fourth Lord. 

2. AN0111~w, who was ancestor of the Semples of 
Bl'lmtschcllM 111111 Milll,ank (see 216). 

23. 3. G1uzt::L, mat·ricd James Hamilton of Stanhousc. 
2-t-. 4. l!AUGARET, mal'ried, first, John Hamilton of B1·oom-

hill, ancf second, John Whitefoord of Whitef~ord. 
25, 5. lIABION, married ~ugh Montgomery of Hazelhead. 
26. 6. JANET, married .A.lexa.nd~r Fleming of Barrochun. 

He married, secondly,. Elizabeth Carlyle, a daughter of the 

hom10 of '1'0t·thonvnl<l, by whom ho had 

7. JouN SEIIIPLE, o.nce~tor of tha Semplc1:1 of llclti-ccs 
(see 223). 

27. 8. JEAN, married J nmes, fourth Lord Ross. 
:!8. 9. GRISSEL, marl'ied John Blair of Blair. 
29. 10. DonOTllEA, married Sir Robert Montgomery of 

Skeltnorlie. 
iV. 

ao. ltOUERT, FOUltTH LORD SEM.PLI•~, only son of 

Robert, Mn1:1tor of Somplo, and grundsou of tho third Lon!, 

who wns left undct· tho tutelnge of Jnmcs, Eu,!'} of :Morton, 

Rcge1tt; ns g1·audson nnd heir of Rouc1·t, third Lord ~c111plc, 
he hnd a charter, of the Barony of Semple, confirmed Decem­

ber 15, 1572; he wns of the Privy Council to .King James 

the Sixth, and, in the ycnr 1596, was constituted His ?lfajcsty's 

nmbnssa<lor to Spain; 1,oing a. Roman Catholic he never held 

. c.uy other public office. At the convention of tho ministry 

at Linlithgow, December, 1606, certain popish noblemen were 
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ordered to IJe confine<l to various towns, and among the rest 

Lord Scn1plc ,vuii restricted to Irving in Ayrshire~ The 

Presbytery of that place having, after long dealing and con­

ference with him, failed to convince him of the errors of 

popery, the General Assembly, in August, 1608, ordered him 

to be c:x:"commuuicatc<l as a con{hmed and obstinate papist. 

As the ecclesiastical punishment of excommunication was in 

those days enforced by the courts of the law it involved also 

civil penalties, such as confiscation of landed property, and 

on that account ,vas always dreaded by the nobility, and 
those who had anything to lose, e\·en although they ca.red 

little for its spiritual effect. His lordship died Ma.i·ch 25, 
1611, h,wing married, first, Lady Anne Montgomery, second 

daughter of Hugh, third' Earl of Eglinton, by Agnes, daugh­

ter of Sir John Drummond of Innerpeffery, by whom he_ 

had issue. 

1. Huutt, lluster of Semple (see 86). 
31. 2. ANNE, munie<l Sir .Archibald Stuart of Castlemilk. 
32, 3. BEATRIX, married Sir Colin Lamont of Inneyne. 
33. 4. GRISSEL, married John Logan of Raiss. 
3-!. 5. MAitGAm•:·r, nuu-ricd RolJc1·t Brisbane of 13ishopton. 

He marrie<l, secondly, Dame Johanna de Evieland, a lady 

of the N ethcrlauds, by whom he had a son. 

3o. 6. Sm JAMES St-.:MPLE of Letterkenny iu Iroiand, 
who hall an only daughter and heiress, 1narried Sir Francis 
Hamilton, whose daughter and heil·ess ma1'l'ied into the noule 
House of Southwell, a1ul the estate of Letterkenny is now in 
possession of her dcsceuclaut, the present Viscount Southwell. 

V. 
36. HUGU, FH''l'll I.Olli) SRMPLI~, was one of the 

Peers who sut on tho trial of Pu trick, E-4rl of Orkney; in 
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1614. He never went to court or interfered in public affairs, 

but lived always at home, in great splendor and .magnificence. 

He succeoded his father in the ~1eritable Sheriffdom of Ren­

frew, and in the office of heritable Bailie of the Regality of 

Paisley, nn extensive jurisdiction· comprehending the domains 

of the Monastery, not only in Renfrewshire but in the coun­

ties of Ayr, Dumbn.t'ton, and others, and had been erected 

while the Borony of Renfrew was ·yet a district of the Sheriff­

dom of Lanark or Clydesdale. His ancestors had enjoyed 

tile heritable Sheriffship from the erection of the Barony of 

Renfre,~ into a distinct shire, by King Robert the Third in 

1404: as, before that time, the Barons of Elliestoun, ancestors 

to the Lord Semple, were Stewards of this Barony. Both 
these heritable jurisdictions were acquired by Alexander, 

Earl of Eglinton, from this Lord Semple in 1636; bu:t it 

appears from the retonr of Robert, seventh Lor<l Semple. in 
1648, and from that of Hugh, Earl of Eglinton, in 16Gl. that 

the right then acquired by Lord Eglinton was not absolute 

but reueemnble. In the first of these retours the heritable 

offices arc described as still pertaining to the family of 

Semple, owl in the latter retour they arc stated to be hclcl by 

Lord Eglinton, <luring the "non-payment," i. e., in security 

"of £5,000 sterling." The Earl of Eglinton. received n 

compornm.tion from government for these offices at the aboli­

tion of heritable jurisdictions in 1747. Hugh, Lord Semple~ 

married, first, the Lndy Anne Hamilton, eldest dm1ghtct· of 
~Tames, first Earl of Abercorn, by whom he had one daughter. 

37. 1. MARIAN, married Sir George Preston of V nllcyfield, 
Baronet. 

He married, secoudly, Lntly Elizabeth Hay, third daughter 

of Francis, uinth Earl of Errol, by whom he had 
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2. FRANCH1, Master of Semple, succeeded his father 
(see 42). 

3. Ro1m1tT, s1:n-cnth Lord (see 43). 
as. ·I. A l!CII IIIA I.II SE.M ('Lg of Dykehcatl. 
aH. 5. ,Jurns, who enlorod into ·o. religious or<ler n.urond. 
4-0. 6. EL1uu1m1, mnnie<l to William, second Lord 1ilor<l-

ingto11. 
41. 7. JEAN, mn1Tiell Willio.m Menzies of_Pittfoddlcs. 

He died, September 19, 1639, and was succeeded uy his 

eldest son. 

VI. 

42. FltANCIS, SIXTH LORD SEMPLE, who married 
the Lo.cly Isauel Seton, daughter of George, third Earl of 

'\Vinton by his second wife, Elizabeth Maxwell, daughter of 

John Lor1l Hcrrics; hut_ dying without. issue No,·emucr 3, 

1644, wo.s succeeded by bis l>rother. 

VIL 

-!3. ROlmu:r, SJ<~YEN'l'U LOUD SJ~MPLE, who ~as 

served heir runic of Robert, Lord Semple, his grandfather, 

o.nJ heir of Francis, Lord Sempie, his brother, February 16, 
1648, of t!:c Baroliy of Semple, etc., of the office of Sheriff 

of the County of Renfrew, and of the office of Bailie of the 

Regality of Paisley. He wns fine<l in t.!ie tmm of ·.£1,000 l;y 

Cromwcll'R act of grace n11tl pardoned, 1,654, nnd died Sep• 

tcmlier 8, 167.''>. He nrn1Ticd Anne Douglas, daugl1tc>r of 

James, first- Lord Monlington, by Anne, only child of Lon­

rence, fifth Lord Oliphant, nllll hn<l issue-

44-. 1. ROBERT, )faster of Semple, who died in his e_ight-
ecnth ycnr, n111nnrricd. 

2. FHANCIS, eighth Lord Semple (see 46 ).-
3. ANNE,_ Baroness ~cmple (see 47). 
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4-5. 4. JEAN, married Alexander Sinclair of Roslin, and 
was mother of William Sinclair of RosJiu, the last or that 
very ancient family, who clied in 1778, aged 78. 

VIII. 

4-6. FRANCIS, EIGU'l'H LOUD SEMPLE, the only 
surviving son, was served heir of his father, and his brother 

Roliert, Mastc1· of Semple, September 9, 1680; made profes­

sion of the Reformed religion, and took his seat in Parlia­

ment, where none of his ancestors, who were Roman Catho­

lics, )ui.d.sat since the reign of Queen Mary; having, during 

his minority, been placed under the care ·of the Earl of 

Dundonald, a Protestant nobleman, who instilled his own 

faith into the mind of bis charge. He married Grissel 

Primrose, sister of the first Earl of Rosebery ; but by her 

(who mnrried secondly in 1693, Brigadier-General Riclrn.rd 

Cunningham), he had no issue; and died in 168-1, m; the 

following inscription in the ancient mausoleum of the family 

at Castle Semple shows : "Francis; Lord Semple of Glassford 

and Southannan, etc., obiit, April 4, anno 1684." " .. £t:i.tis 

suae 24." The title devolved on bis eldest sister. 

Ix. 
4-7. .ANNE, Fill.ST BARONESS SEMPLE, who mar-

ried Francis ~\bcrcromby cf Fctternier, i11 the County of 
Abcrucen (a great grandson of Sir Alexander A.bcrcromuy 

of Birkinbog, au ancient family in Banffshire), and he was, 

in consequence, created Lord Glassford (an ancient property 

0£ the Semple family) for his life only, July 5, 1685. She 

was, on tho 14th of April, 1685, served heir of- entail and 

provision of her father and her brother. . .A charter passed 

the Great Seal :May 16, 1688, confirming the family estates, 
:I 
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with the style, honor, or1ler, and dignity of Lord Semple, to 

Anne, Lady Semple, and Francis, Lord Glassford, her hus­

band, iii lire rent; rema.iude1· to their sons, and the hei~s 

male of thei1· bodies; remainder to their daughters, and the 

heirs male of thci1· lwdies; remainder to the heirs female of 

the bodies of their sons and their heirs male, etc.; remaincler 

to the heirs female of their bodies; the el<lest of the heira 

female, in all the aforesaid cases, snccce1ling without didsion; 

1·emaintler lo the heirs u.ud assignees what.soever of the said 

Anne, Lady Semple. .Anne, Bai-ouess Semple, died in 1695, 

leaving issue. 

1. FRANCIS, )foster of Semple ( sec 51). 
4S. 2. C.H'TAJN, THE HoNOUUAliLE RonEUT SEMPLE, killed 

in wars abroad, without issue. 
3. JOUN, Lonn SEMPLE (sl'e 52). 

-!!t. 01. ALEXANlllm 8•~11P1,E, who died young. 
5. lluuu, Louu 8i,;Ml'LE (see 53). 

50. 6. JEAN SEMPLE, who ilied unmarried M_ny 8, 1743. 

X. 
51. FIUNCIS, NIN'l'll LORJ> SKMPLE, the eldest 

son, sncccctlctl his inothc:·, ,,,as o. yoliug nobie1nan of Giniueut 

parts: nnd took his scut iu Pmfouncnt May 14, 1703. Not~ 

witl1stmulinJ,;" very coni-lillcrablo _offers if ho would comply 

with thC' measures of tho Court in roli~tio1i to the Uuiou, he 

gave that tl'Caty nll the opposition in his power, voting 

ngai11st every nrticlo; 0111] snyiug, tho.t though tho Union 

was uttc11ded with 110 other inconvenience than making tlie 

Peers elective, he wont.lered very much · how nny of that 

rank coult.l. be for it, bciug ull Peers by right of inheritance. 

Their being mot.le eloctivo ho took to Lo n divosting them of 

their peerage; because, not being sure of being always chosen 
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to every Parlinment of Great Brito.in, they consequently must 

lose, when left out, tho benefit of sitting in Parliament., 

.which wa~ over deemed an inseparable right 'of the peerage. 

He died unmarried, not long afterward, and was burieu in 

the Abhey of IIolywood. 

XI. 

52. JOUN, 'l,RN'l'U LORD SEMPLJ.~, succecdeu his 

!J1·other, wns actin~ in promoting the training and disciplining 

of the Ayrshire Fcucible men during the rebellion of 1715, 
and met the Ea.rill of Eglinton, Kilmo.mock, and Glasgow at 

ll'vine 22d August, that year, where 6,000 royo.Iists nppl'ared. 

Ho died unmarried in August, 1716, and was succeeded by 

his only surviving brothel', 

XII. 

»:J. 11 ll(HI, ]~I.RY BN'l'll LOU.]) Sl~!IJ1 J, R, went. early 

into the o.rmy, nnd became ti, distinguished officer. IIis lirst 

commission was dated July, 1709. Served with reputation 

in Flanders and Spain; was Major of the 26th Regiment of 

Foot, or Cameronians, in 1718 ; had the Lientc11a11t-Colonclcy 

of the Nineteenth Regiment of Foot, 1731, and was con­
stituted Colonel of the 42d Regiment of · foot; or Roynl 
Highlanders, 14th Jnnuo.ry, 17 41. He nccompnnied them, 

in 1748, to lt'hrn<lers, where they highly <listing1~ishcll them­

selves. Ile commanded in the town of .,Eth, when it was 

besieged by the French, nnd made n gallant defcnsl'. He 

wns nppoiute<l Colonel of the 25th Regiment of Foot .April 

25, 17 45; acted as Brigadier-General at the battle of Culloden 

April 16, 1746, when he had command of the. left wing of 

the Royal Army. 1n t.!1e miudle of August following he 

arrived at Aberdeen, assumed the command of the troops 
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stationed in that quat-ter, and died there November 25, 1746, 

his death being occasioned by the tendon of his al'ln being 

p11nct111·etl i11 tho oporntion of phlobotomy. His remains 

were intcl'l'ed in Drums Aisle, in the West Church of that 

city, on the 1st of December follo,ving. His Lordship mar­

ried Sarah, daughter and heiress of Nathauiel Gnskill, Esq., 

of Manchester, who died April 17, 1749, and hatl issue, 

1. JOIIN, Master of Semple (see 64). 
54. 2. COLONEL, THE HoNOURAULE GEonGE SE!lll'LE, who 

married first, Miss Gordon of Wnrdhouse; secondly, his first 
cousin Anne, daughter of Richard Clive, Esq., of Styche, in 
Shropshit·e, and sister of Robert, first Lord Clive; and 
thirdly, at Manchester, June 15, 1775, the widow of Francis 
Joddrell, Esq., of Yenrdsley, in Cheshire. He died at Bish­
optown, December 18, 1779, without issue. 

55. 3. HoGu SElllPLE, in the army, died at the Cape of 
Good Hope, January, 1764. 

5G. 4. PHILIP SEMPLE, died young. 
57. 5. RALPII SE!l[PLE, died at sea. 
58, 6. SARAH SEMPLE, married April 22, 1750, to Patrick 

Cro.wfurd of Auchinames and Errol, Esquire, many yea.rs 
Member of Parliament for th~ counties of A.yr and Renfrew, 
died at Errol, April 25, 1751, leaving one daughter, Sarah, 
who died uumo.rried. 

59. 7. JEAN SEMPLE, who died unmarried at Edinburgh, 
_T., 1.. 1 Ql)I) 
- , ... J' ... '"''""· 

GO. 8. ELIZABETH SEMPLE, d!ed young. 
61. 9. ANNJ.~ SEMPLE, married September 16, 1754, Adnm 

Austin, M. D., of Edinburgh, who ,vas interred in Greyfrini-s 
Churchy::u·d December 1, 1773. She died November 27, 
1793, leaving issue. 

62. 10. · MARION SElllPLE, who died iu Edinburgh May 14, 
1796. 

63. 11. REBECCA SEMPLE, who died in Edinburgh Septem­
ber 16, 1811. 
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XIII. 
64-. JOII N, '11 \VE~F'.l'll LORD SEMPLJ~, the eldest 

11011, Rucccutlctl his fulhor, nnd mnnicd 'Mu1·ch 10, 175!-i, 
Ju.not, only unught.cr cmd heiress of Hugh Dunlop of Bishoµ­

ton, in tho County of Renfrew, Esquire, by whom he hu<l 

issue, 

1. Huaa, Muster of Semple (see 70). 
Go. 2. Gi,;onaE SEMI'LE, born August 26, 1763 ; a Lieu­

tenant in tlie 78th Regiment of Foot, nnd died in the East 
Indies in J unc, 1782. 

66 . . 3. PATRICK SEMPLE, died young. 
67. 4. SARAH SEMPLE, married June 7, 1780, to Sir Willi:un 

Forbes of Craigievn.r, ia the County of .Aberdeen, Baronet, 
o.nd died December 8, 1799, leaving, with other issue, the 
lo.te Sir John F0t·ltes of Craigievo.r, uarouct, who mu1Tie<l, in 
1825, the Honorable Charlotte Elizabeth, second daughter of 
General Lord Forbes, by whom he had two sons and five 
daughters, and wn.s succeeded on his death, which took place 
February 16, 1846, by his eldest son; Sir William Forbes, as 
sixth Baronet of Crajgievar. 

GS. 5. JANET SEMPLE. 

69. 9. JOHANNA SEMPLE, who died July 10, 1840. 

His L<_>rdship died at Semple House January 15, 1782, and 
was succeeucd by his eldest son. 

XIV. 

70. HUGH, THIRTEENTH LORD SEMPLE, born 

,J uiy 1, 17 58, had the co1nmission of Ensign and Lieutenant 

in the 3d Regiment of Foot Guards, Deccmhm· 24, 1777, of 
Lieutenant and Captain in the same February 26,.1781,. and 
continued in the regiment till 1793. He married in London 

Jnuunry 24, 1787,. Mnria, daughter of Charles :Mellish of 

Rugno.11, in the County of Notti,nghnm, nnd by her, who died 
in 1806, had issue, 
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1. SELKIRK; lfoster of Semple (see 74). 
71. 2. FRANCIS SEMPLE, died at Calcutta.,J:muary 2, 1823. 
72. 3. A son who died in infancy. 

4. MARIA-JANET, who succeeded her brother (see 75). 
73. 5. SARAH SE!IIPLE. 

His Lordship died at Boulogne Sur Mer, January 2fi, 1830, 

and was succeeded by his only surviving son. 

XV, 

74-. SELl{IJtJ{, }~OUlt'l'EEN'l'U L0Jt1) SEMPLE, 
born in London, February 12, 1788, sometime a. Captain in 

the Renfrewshire Regiment of Militia, and died May 4, 183fi, 
unmarried, when the titie devolved upon his eldest sister. 

XVI. 

75. ·l\lAltIA-JANl~T, SIWOND UARONESS SEM· 
PLE, married June 14, 1836, Edword Cho.ndler, Esqui1·e, of 
l\fm·ton-Piukncy, in Nortluunptoushirc, a. Deputy-Lieutenant 

for tbat county. 



SRMPLES 
OP 

FULWOOD, KIHKMWHAEL, AUCHMERUCH, CALDERIIAUGH, 

AND NOBLESTOUN. 

I. 

76. JOHN SEMPLE of Fulwood, a younger brother of 

John Semple of Ellistoun, and son of Sir John Semple of 

Ellistoun, became possessed of the iauds of Fulwood, which 

hefore peL-taincd to the Flemings, Earls of Wigton .. He 

witncssctl o. resignaUon of the lands of Fultouu to the Mouks 

of Paisley, anno 1409. 

n. 
77. WILLIAM SEMPLE, successo1· of John Semple of 

Fulwood, was witness to the donation of Ct·ockat-Shot, by 

Robert, Lord Lyle, to the Abbott and Convent of Paisley, 

anuo 1452. His sons were: 

1. JOHN, who succeeded (see 78). 
2. ROBERT (see 80). 

III. 

78. JOUN SEMPLE of Fulwood, who was 1:1uccccdc<l in 

the lands of Fulwood by his brother Robert, had n. chal'tcr oi 

the Barony of Kirkmichael in Dumbartonshirc, a.uno 1476. 
HiR son was 

79. 1. JOHN SEMPLE, married Marion Maxwell, and ob-
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tained from his father the lands of Calderhaugh -and 
Auchmeruch. 

IV. 

80. HOJmU'r Sl•~MPL!•:, second son of William of 

Fulwood, ol.,t,uinod from his ln·othe1· John tlte lands of Noble­

stouu, and having succceucd his b1·other obtained a charter 

of the lands of Fulwood, 1502. Ho married Marga.1·ct Craw­

ford, a Jaughtc1· of tho house of Auchinames, and had a sou. 

1. JOHN, who succeeded (see 81). 

V. 
81. JOHN SEMPLE, in whose person the Semples of. 

Fulwood foiled, nbout the year 1679, alienated the lands of 

l•\1lwood to John Porterfield of that ilk. His ~on wns 

82. 1. RonEnT SEMPLE, sheriff-Deputy of Renfrew, 1710. 



SEMPLES 

CA. THCA.RT. 

I. 
8::J. GABRIEL SEMPLE of Cathcart, second son of 

John, first Lord Sempie, married Janet Sproul, daughter of 

John Sproul of Cowdon, nnd hnd i1:1sue: 

1. WILLIAM, who succ~eded (see 85). 
84. 2. MARGARET, married John_Poliock. 

II. 

86. WILLIAM SEMPLE, who succeeded his father, 

Gabriel Semple, was succeeded _by another Gabriel Semple 

(see 86). 

Ill. 

86. GABRIEL SEMPLE of Cathcart, whose sons were 

1. IlnYCE (see 87). 
2. JOHN SEMPLE of Blackburn (see 90). 

IV. 
87. DU.YOE SEMPLE, who succeeded llis father Gabriel 

Semple, 2d, and had issue. 

1. Sm WILLIAM SEri.tPLE of Cathcart (see 88). 
2. BRYCE, who succeeded his brother (see 89). 

' 
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V. 
88. Slit WILLL\.ll SEMPLE, eldest son of Bryce 

(Senior) was succeeded by his brother. 

VI. 
89. lHlYtm SK~ll,LE, JU., from whom John Maxwell 

of Williamwoou, Sheriff-Deputy of Renfrewshire, acquired 

the castle aud Barony of Cathcart, and in 1782 was in the 
possession of James .Max.well of Williumwood, his great­
gi.·a1ulson. 'l'he greater part of the ruinous walls of the 

castle were standing in 1782. 



SE:MPLES 
OF 

BLACKBURN, CLOSS, A.ND BALGOUN. 

Near Fulwood lie the lai1ds of Blackburn. A branch of the 
~emples of Fulwood did for some time possess these lands 
and failed in the person of Robert Semple of Blacklmrn. 

I. 

90. JOHN SEMPLE of Blackburn, son of Gabriel 

Semple, 2d, of Cathcart, had issue : 

1. RouJ<:llT (800 ~1). 
2. JOHN of Closs (see 92): 
8. WILLIAM (see 95). 

II. 

91. ROU.EltT SEMI>J,E of Blackburn, eldest son of 
. . 

John Semple of Blackbum, dying without male succession, 

his brothcr-gcrman, J oh11 of Closs, became his h_eir. 

III. 

92. JOHN SRl\ll>LE of Closs, second son of John 
Semple of Blackburn, and heil" of Robert his brother, mur­

ried 11 daughter of the Laird of Newark, and had issue. 
T...-T 
J V • 

93~ JOHN SRl\1\>Ll~ of Balgoun, dying wit.hont mule 
issue, his estate went w,th Marjon his daughter aud sole heir, 
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to Sir George Suty of Balgoun (1710), so that the lineal heir 
male of that fnmily was William Semple, writer in Edin­

i1111·gh (1710). 

V. 
94-. MAitION SKMl'LE, only child und solo heir of 

John Semple of Balgoun, married Sir George Suty of Bal­
goun. 

VL 
95. WILLIAM SEMPLE, third son of John Semple of 

Blackburn; lineal heir male of the Semples of Rlru~khm·1t; 

ancestor of 

96. 1. J .. u.rns SEMPLE, died with issue. 
97. 2. WILLIAM. 

98, 3. ANDREW, 

4. RouEnT SEMPLE, let of Kirkhouse (see 09). 



SEN[PLES OF KIRKHOUSE 
AND DESCENDANTS. 

99. ROBIUt'r SEMPLE, 1st, of Kirl~house, son of 

Willio.m Semple (95) left issue: · 

100.' 1. JOHN SEMPLE. 

101. 2. WILLUllr, who fled from persecution to Ireland. 
l 02. 8. P !.TRICK. 

10:J, .4. JAMES. 

5. RonERT Sm1lPLl<l. 2d. of KirkhonAP. /s,.M 104'\_ - - -------- ---------, --, -- ------------- ,--- -- -.,,-

!'J.f... ROUEJtT S"tUJ.PJ~J~, ~Mr of Kirkhouse, son of 
Robert, 1st; of Kirkhouse (99), left i~sue: 

1. .JAMES SEMPLE,' pastor of Long Dreghorn, Ayr­
shire ( see 105). 

2. WILLIAM of Kirkhouse (see 110). 
3. :SRUCE (see 113). · 

!05. JAMES S:EMPLE, eldest son of Robert Semple, 
2d, of Kirkhonse, and pastor of Long Droghorn, Ayrshire, 
wns born Septero~er 4, 1 S86; died iu 1752. Married, 111ar­

garet Gemmil. Issue : · 

lOG. 1. JANET SEIIIPLE; born August 17, 1728. Married 
Jnmes Gardner of Glasgow,·• 

C) .Tnuv /'ao.o. 11li.'\ 
-· _...,. ........ , .... u .......... -.,,,r. 

S. ~TA11IES (see 117). 
H_'l7. 4. GEORGE, horn September 27, 1737. 
108. 5. ELIZABETH, born M!lrch ~6, 17 43. 
109. 6. ELIZA, 
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110. WILLI.All SF.llPLE of Kirkhouse, second sou of 

Robert Semple, 2d, of Kirkhouse, had issue: 

111. 1. RoBEltT 8EIIIPLE. 
112. 2. JA11rm~, emigrated to South Carolina. 

113. UHlTCI•~ SE.l\B•Ll~, third son of Robet·t Semple, 

2d, of Kirk.house, whose sou wo.s 

114-. i. .T AMF.S SEMPLE, engaged in the rebellion of 1745 
and pardoned. 

115. ,JOHN SE~I PL]~, second chiid and eidest son of 

James Semple, pastor of Long Dreghorn, was. horn October 

17, 1727; emigrated to King and Queen County, Va., 175!?. 

:Married Elizabeth Walker, 1761. Issue: 

1. JOHN W ALKEll SEMPLF. (see 125). 
llG. ·2. ELI7.AnJ.:TH BAYLOR, born December 19, 1763. 

Married Clmrehill A11tlerso11, who died without issue; mar­
ried, secunc.lly, Isaiah Rylauc.l, Ju.uun.ry 1, 1708. 

3. JA!IIER (see 132). 
4. RommT IlAYLOH (see 134) .. 

117. .TAMES SE~lPLJ<~, third child aud second son of 

J a1nes Semple, pastor of Long Dreg11orn, born !-!ny 17, 1730; 

emigrated to New Kent County, Va.~ 1755; pastor of St. 

Peter's Church, which he fonn<led and now standing in good 

Ol'llcr; t.he wall:-! more than three foot thick; every l>rick 

from. England. He married October 6, 1763, Rebeccn Allen, 

dcsccndcJ from !he A rmistcnds, kin of Gen'l Robert E. Lee, 

Richard Heury Lee having married u Carter, whose mother 

was a cousin of Rebecca Alle11 who died, January 1, 1785. 

Issue: 

US. 1. Il1cu,\lm ALLF.N SEMPLE, born September 25, 
1704; died_ Octoi.>er 14, 1766. 
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119. 2. ELIZABETH TERRELL, born February 16, 1766; died 
March 1, 1772. 

3. JAl\lES (see 175). 
120. -i. MARY, born March 28, 1779; manied llobet·t Il. 

Armistead. 
1~1. 5. Jo1IN, born Octobel' 1, 1771. 
1:!:!. ti. ELIZAllE1.'H ALLEN, born December 25, 1773; died 

Novcml>c1· :W, 178G. 
7. GI·!ORGE (see 185). 

123 . . 8. ltEBECCA, uom August 5, 1777; died June 3, 1786. 
i:?i. 9. JumTH CmrncmtL, born January 12, 1781. 

126. JOHN WALl{ER SEMPLE,. eldest son of John 

Semple (115), married, first,· Miss Laurie of Caroline 

County; second, Lucy Robertson (born Novembe1· 18, 1761); 

died in Kentucky, November 13, 1820. Issue: 

1. J .AN.ES SEMPLE (see 140). 
12n. 2. ELJZA BAYLon,. born July 10, 1799; man·ied 

William Henry Cheatham; died Febmary 13, 18-n. Chil­
lhc11 died young. 'l'hc mother died at Washington, Ill. 

l '27. 3. :B'nANCIS, born August 9, 1801. Married, June 
15, 1824, Curtis Gamer. 

128. 4. JOHN WALKER, born July 28, 1803; became an 
eminent lawyer of Louisville, Ky.; died unmarried in Clin­
ton County, Ky. 

5. R@ERT (see 144). 
6. ISAAC RoUERTSON (see 146). 

129. 7. CHARLES DONALD, born July 6, 1810; removeu to 
Cnlifornin. 

l~to. 8. LUCY BAYLOR, born Februo.ry 25, 1815. Murl'iell 
Hclll'y Green. 

lal. 9. ADALINE MATILDA.. Married John S. Bradford .. 

ta:!. J Al\ll~S Sl<~Ml>LE, third child and second Hou of 

John Semple (115), was born_ February 10, 1765. M:.u-ricd 

Sarah Harwood (died 1802); died March 4, 1806. Issue: 
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133. 1. ELIZA. SEMPLE. 

t:U. IWBEH'I' BAYLOR SE~IPLE, fourth child and 

third sou or ,Tolin f--<"111plo (116), wo.s J.,01·11 J11.nu1u·y 20; 1769 i 

he Lcc:unc an crni11c11t Baptist preacher, and was champion 

of the Bapt.ists against Alexander Campbell, founder of the 

Campbcllitcs or Christian church. Mat'l'ied March 1, 1798, 

Ann Lowry; died Dccemlm· 25, 1831. Issue: 

135. 1. JOHN WALKER SEJl(PLE, died young, May 12, 1822. 
2. JAMES ((?f Shelby County, Ky., see 155). 
3. ROBERT BAYLOR (see 169). 

136. 4. MARTHA, born April 6, 1806; died unmarried, 
January, 1833. 

137. 5. WILLIAlll lfoNROE, died uumanied. 
138. 6. SARAH FLEF:'r, died unmarried. 
139. 7. Lucy ANN, Lorn March 3, 1813. 1'fari-ied Dr .. 

Christophe1· Fleet, who died in 184G ; ma1·ried second, Rev. 
William Broadus. 

HO. JA)H:S SE]I PI.I~, eldest son of John Walker 

Semple, was born J a11111u·y 5, 17~8 i was several times Speak­
er of tl:e Illinois Legislature; was Attorney-General and 

Chief Justice of that State, also Colonel in the Black Hawk 

war, and afterwards (lcncral of the State troops; was a 

Senator in Congress ·and Uuited Sta!es Minister to the Re­

public of Colombia, South America. Gonoml Jnmc1.1 Semple 
took a very prominent part in the movement that caused 

Oregon territory to be settled by Americans, and thus saved 

to the U11itcd Stales. !Io wus u E1trong ach:ocnte of tho lino 

of ":Fifty-four Forty or Fight," and addressed public meet­

ings in that interest at Allon, Ill., iu 1842, and at Spriiig­

ficlJ, Ill., and Cincinnati, 0., iu 1848. On ,Tnnunry 8, 1844. 

General Semple, then a Senator froin llliuoie., ]nt:roduced a 
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resolution requesting the President to- give notice to Her 
Bl"ito.nnic Mo.jcsty's Government of the desire of this Govern­
ment to nbrogato the trcraty of joint occupation of the Orpgon 

country.· Homn1·riod,fi1·st,Elleu Duff Green, July 12, lti21; 

second, June 5, 1888, Mary S. Mizner, by whom he had, 

1-! 1. 1. ADA SEMPLE, died without issue. 
14:2. 2. LuoY VmGINI.A.,_Mrs. L. V. S . .A.mes of St. Louis, 

Mo. 
14-3. 8. EuoENE SEMPLE of Vancouver, W. T., who was 

inaugurated Govemor of Washington Territory, at Olympia, 
.April 23, 1887; was born at Bogota, South .America, June· 
12, 1840, his father being at the time the .American Minister 
w New Granada. Returning with his parents to their home 
in Illinois, Master Semple spent his youth in Madison and 
Jersey Counties, that State, attending the public schools of 
t.he Inst-named county. He finished his education at the St. 
Louis University, in 1858, and immediately began the study 
of law in tho office of Krum & Harding, in St. Louis: In 
1863, he took the degree of LL.D., at the law school of the 
Cincinnati College, and started immediately for Oregon, 
where he began the practice of bis profession. Jn 1870, he 
quit the practice of law and became chief editor of the 1Jail11 
Oregon Herald, then the leading organ of tµe Democratic 
party in the Northwest. Associated with him as editorial 
-writers for the Herald were Hon. Sylvester Pe.nnoyer, now 
Governor of Oregon, and Dr . .A.. A . .Ames, who has been 
sovernl times Mayor of Minneapolis. 'l'he motto of the 
Herald, formulated by Mr. Semple, was, "In all discussions 
of American policy with us, liberty goes first." 

4. JULIA ELLEN, :Mrs. Ashley D. Scott of St. Louis, 
Mo. 

144:. lWUERT SEMPLE, fifth child and thiru .son of 

Jt'hll Wo,lkor Somp1o, b0.m July 81 1806; 1u•.d )::is!:o, a. 
daughter, 

5 
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14:5. 1. MARY. 

14:6. ISAAC ROBERTSON SEMPLE, sixth child nnd 
fourth son of John Wnlker Semple, was born June 25, 1808. 

Married Eliza. Brnnd~nburg of Brandenburg, Ky. Issue : 

14:7. 1. LucY ROBERTSON SEMPLE. Married John Moore 
of Ballard Couuty, Kentucky. 

1-18. 2. SoioMoN B., deceased. 
149. 3. JOHN WALKER, deceased. 
160. 4. ELIZABETH, mnrried Willinm Lindsny, Judge Su­

perior Court of Kentucky: died 1868. 
161. 5. JAMES, dccenscd. 
lii2. 6. MARY ADA. Married M. P. Mass of Clinton 

County, Ky. 
rna. 7. !sue ROBERTSON, deceased. 
154-. 8. HETTIE. Married Judge William Lindsay. 

l»i>. ,TXMm~ SEl\U>LE (of Shelby County, Ky.), second 

son of Robert Baylor Semple. Married Elizabeth C1u·lick; 

died July 19, 1866. Issue: 

HiG. 1. JouN RonEnT SEMPLE. Married Miss Hill: died 
without issue. 

2. SAMUEL PIERCE (see 164). 
157. 3. ELIZABETH G.&.RLIOK,_born June 4, 1827. Married 

Lafayette Fitzhugh. 
158. 4. WILLIAM MONROE, born May 17, 1829. 
Hi9, 5. ANN LownY, born May 1, 1881. 
160. 6. MARY MonGAN, born April 8, 1833. 
IGI. 7. MILDRED CARTER HASELTON, born January 1, 1836. 
162. 8. SARAH ALLEN, born Jo.unary 20, 1838. 
163. 9. Lucy BA YLon, born August 81, 1840. 

1G4-. SAMUJU, Pil~RCE SEMPLE, second eon of 

James Semple (of Shc}by County, Ky.). Married December 

22, 1853, Mary Dashcil Grenthouso. Issue : 
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165. 1. JOHN BAYARD SEMPLE. 

I G6. 2. J Al'tlES. 

167. 8. MARY DAS.IIELL, 

168, · 4. WILLIAM MONROE. 

35 

1G9. UOBEitT DAYLOR SEMPLE, third son of Rob­

ert Baylor Semple (134), was born February 17, 1805, mar­
ried Virginia. Buckner, Ca.roline County, Virginia; died Feb-· 

ruary 8, 1858. Issue: 

170. 1. JAMES SEMPLE, born June 18, 1886. 
i7i. 2. DANIEL MORGAN, born November 18, 1887. 
172, 3. RICH.AUD BUCKNER; born .April 19, · 1839 ; an of­

ficer with General Ja.ckson. 
173. 4. ANN VmGINIA, born .August 29, 1840; married 

in Shreveport, La. 
17 4-. 5. RonEitT BAYLOR, born February 6, 1842 ; 1.1.11 of­

ficer with General Jackson. 

175. JAMES ~m:n1•LE, third child nnd second sou or 
James Semple, Pastor of St. Peter's Church, was uora Sep­

tember 7, 1768; was Judge of General Court of Virginia 
nnd P1·ofcssor of Law at William nnd Mary College. 

Married, first, Ann Countis Tyler (died . June 12: 1803); 
daughter of Gov. John Tyler, December 24, 1795; second, 

February 4, 1805, Joanna McKenzie (died July, 1824), 
daughter of Dr. William McKenzie of Manchester; died 

August, 1834. Issue: 

1. JOHN TYLER SEMPLE (see 187). 
2. J.a11rns (see 192). 

176. 3. MARY COUNTIS, born December 2, 1799; married 
Joshua. Storrs of Henrico County, Va. Issue: 1. .Aun 
Countis Storrs. 2. Pateey Storrs. 8. Betsey ~torrs, mar­
ried R A. Cobbs. 4. Mary Storrs. 5. Rebecca Allen Storrs, 
married Robert Diggs Wrenn of Richmond (their son is 
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W. D. Wrenn). 6. Ella Storrs, married Robert Christian. 
7. James Semple Sto1·rs. 

177. 4. MAHTIIA ELIZA, born fourth Monday in }forch, 
1801; ma.rriecl Jutlgo Jolin B. Christian of New K.ont County, 
Va. Issue: 1. Eliza. Christian, died young. 2. Martha Mario. 
Christian, married Rev. John Mitchell (issue: Elliott Cobbs 
Mitchell). 3. James Semple Christian. 4. Robert Chris­
tian, married Ella Storrs. 5. John B. Christian, married 
Miss Caldwell. · 

178. 5. ANN COUNTIS, born May 10, 1808; died June 12, 
1808. 

179. 6. ANN ELIZA, born November 8, 1804; died Octo­
ber 21, 1809. 

180. 7. REBECCA, born November 8, 1807; married Rob­
ert Harrison of Kittyton, Tenn.; died February 11, 1888. 

181. 8. M.uuA, born August 16, 1808; died November 
24, 1809. 

9. GEORGE WILLIAM (see 194). 
182. 10. ROBERT ALEXANDER, born September 18, 1812; 

died October 8, 1818. 
183. 11. JOANNA, died young. 
184:. 12. EDWARD ARMISTEAD, born November 9, 1818. 

Married, first, Mrs. Caroline Pickens; second, Irene White; 
died, 1877. 

13. HENRY CntmCHILL (see 208). 

185. GEORGE SEMPLE, seventh child and fourth son 

of James Semple, pastor of St. Peter's Church, was born 

September 2, 177 5 ; murricd Mrs. Holt. Issue : 

18G. 1. JAMES .ALLEN SEMPLE, who was adopted by his 
uncle, Judge Semple (175), who reared and educated him 
to manhood, his own father, u brother of the Judge, as well 
as his mother dying in his infancy, leaving him by will a 
handsome fortune. He married Letitia Tyler, the second 
daughter and fourth child of President John Tyier. 
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187. JOUN TYLER SEMPLE, eldest son of James 
<'I - -- - l - /1 "I'~'\ •,-- - 1.,.,... f\nt~hnM 1 1 70~ • ,.... "1•ri,:,,] Rl'tC,l' CClll(JJ.~ \_.L'"J, hU.O uu11

1

1 V'-'VU\JA. .&.' .... ,vv, a.uu.1.~•~ .... _..., ... ~ .... y 

Prior, tlo.ughtor of John Priol' and his wife (l\[iRs 'l'ylor, 
daughter of Judge 'l'ylor). _Issue:, 

188. 1. JAMES. 

189. 2. ANN COUNTIS, married Mr. Bates of Selma, Ala. 
190. 8. Jo1rn, married Miss Royston of Perry County, 

A.la. 
191. 4. ELIZABETH ARr,qBTEAD. 

192 •. JAMES SEMPLE, second son of Jo.mes (175), 

married Elizabeth Miller of Fluvanna Cou·nty, Va. ; died in 
1846. Issue: 

· 193. 1. MARY JANE SEMPLE, married Edwin Sheild, son 
of Col. Samuel Sheild of Yorktown, Va. Issue : 1. Mary 
Sheild, married Mr. Hungerford. 2. Edwin Sheild.- 3. 
Semple Sheild. 4. Henrietta E. Sheild. 

194-. GEORGE WILLIAM SEMPLE, ninth child nnd 
third son of James Semple (175), married, first, Martha 

Christin.11 Prior ; second, 1889, Emily Booker. _ Issue : 

196. 1. MARTHA CHRISTIANA SElllPLE, born January, 1837. 
196. 2. BETSEY BOOKER, married Willinm Waltho.11. 
197. 8. JOANNA McKENZIE, living o.t To.rboro', N. C. 
198. 4. REBECCA. CHURCHILL, married Mr. Martin. 
HIH. 5. EDWARD ARMISTEAD, living at Hampton, Va. 
20{'. G. EMILY BooKEn, married Fruuk Battle of Rocky 

Mount, N. C. Issue: Emily Churchill Battle of Tarboro', 
N. C. 

201. 7. GEORGE WILLI.AM. 

202. 8. HENRY REESE. 

Also VIRGINIA Boo:KER1 and ALLEN McKENZIE, who <lied iu 
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203. lII~NltY CUUU.CllILL SEMPLE, thirteenth child 
and sixth son of James Semple (175), was bor1i at Williams­

burg, Va., January 14, 1822; married, November 22, 1848, 

Emily Virginia James; Loth living itl Montgomery, .A.la. 

Issue: 

204-. 1. .E11IJLY VIRGINIA SElllPLE, born January 4, 1850; 
died May 10, 1851. 

205. 2. J All ES Mr.KENZIE SEMPLE, born January 18, 1852 i 
now Assistant District Attorney of New York. 

206. 3. HENHY CHuncmLL, Lorn October 18, 1853. 
207. 4. ALFRED ScoTT, born January 5, 1855. 
208. 5. MARY COUNTIS, born December 18, 1856. 
209. 6. THOMAS DARRINGTON, born August 18, 1858. 
210. 7. WILLIAM An11usTF:AD, born March 25, 1860; died 

June, 18ll0. 
211. 8. LORENZO ELLIOTT, born August 81, 1861. 
212. D. !RF.NE, horn Murch 24, 1866. 
213. 10. ELIZA CoLElllAN, bom December 16, 1867_; died 

June, 1869. 
2U. 11. lL~RGARET IlAnms, born May 8, 1871; died April 

1873. 
215. 12. EIIIILY J.ums, born Nvvember 20,1878. 



SEMPLES 
OF 

IlRUNTSCHELLS A.ND MILLBA.NK. 

T 
l.. 

21G. A.NDUEW SEMPLE, second son of Robert, third 

Lord Semple, obtained the lands of Bruntschells from his 

father in 1560. Ho mart·ied Margaret Stirling, daughtet· of 

the Laird of Craigbarnet, by whom he had two sons. 

II. 

217. 1. WILLIAM. .SEMPLE of Bruntscbolls. 
2. J AMF.s of Mill bank (see 218), 

I. 

218. J A.lll~S SEMPLE, second son of Andrew Semple of 

Bruntschells, obtained in 1608, the lands of Millbank from his 

grandfather Rol..lcrt, thinl Lord Semple. He married Sibilla 

Glen, a daughtor of the House of Barr, by whom ho .hacl 

IL 

219. ltORERT SEMPLE of Millbank, who sold the 

lands of Millbnnk, and diod in the year 1668. Ho left issue 

by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of John Boyle of Kelburn, 

o.n_d Marion, his wife, daughter of Hugh Crawford of Kil­

birny, a son and heir: 

1. ANDREW SEMPLE (see 220). 
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III. 
220. ANUHl~W SEMPLE, only son and heir of Hobert 

~0111plc of 1'1illhunk, m1uTiod Jca.11 Al).(oo, clnughtor of WiHia.m 
Algoc of lfastur-Walkiushn.w, o.ud hnd issue: 

221. 1. J1~AN S1m11LE, mn.rried Thomas Crawford of 
Cartsburn. 

222. 2. M.AHGARET, wife of Robert Hall of Fulbar. 



REMPLRS 
OF 

BELTREES, 'I'HIRDPA.RT, AND CASTLEBARNS. 

223. JOUN SEMPLE, third sou of Robert, thircJ Lord 

Semple, by his second wife, Elizabeth Carlyle, daughter of 

Lord Carlyle of Torthorwald, in 'Dumfrieshire, acquired the 

lands of Beltrees from his father, son of William, second 

Lord Semple, who obtained a charter of Beltrees from Queen 

Mary, dated Oetoher, 1545 (which lands previously belonged 

to n. fn.mily of Stewarts. William Stewart n.1ul Alison Ken­

nedy had o. charter of_ them from Ki~1g James Ill in 1-li7. 
This family failed in the person of another Willium Stew1u-t 

of Beltt·ees in 1590). He married in March, 1564-fi, Mary, 

daughter of Alexander, fifth Lord Livingston, one of the 

Mnids of_ Ho1101· to Queen Me.ry of Scots. · On :March 9, 
1564-5, Queen Mury granted a charter of the lands of 

.A.11chtermntchy, in Fife, and the lands and. lordship of 

Stewarton, in the Bailliery of Cuninghn.me ( Ayi·shire ), to 

"John Semple, son to her_ cousin Robert, Lord Sempic, and 

Murie Livingston, his spouse"; at the same time. gave and 
granted them various land in the Barony of Strathbogy, 

Aberdeenshire; nnd of Ormischuc in the Bailliery of Cuniug­

lmme. The first of these grants was ratified in Parliament 

April i6, 1567, and the same favor wns continued by Jo.mes 

the Sixth in November, 1581. . ·Both Semple (whom John 
6 
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Knox called "John the Dancer"), and his wife were partic­
ular favorites of Queen Mary. Immediately after the Refor­

mation John Semple is found as Provost of the Collegiate 

Church of Loehwinnoch founded by his great grandfather, 

John, first Lord Semple. He died April 25, 1579, leaving 

issue : 

1. JAnms (see 227). 
224-. 2. A1nuun. 
22a. 8. JOUN. 

226. 4. DonA'l'HIE. 

II. 

227. SIU J Alll~S SEMPLE of Beltrccs, eldest son of 

John, third sou of the ",Great Lord Semple," wns nmbnssn­

dor to Queen Elizabeth in the reign of James VI. He was 

bom in 15u6, and served heir of his father in the lnnds of 

Auchtornmchtic, in Fife, in 1588. Ho ho.d o. rntificntion of 

his investment of the land of Stewnrton from James VI · 

Octobm· 12, 1Gl2. He wo.s an intimate and faithful friend 

of Andrew Melville. In Dr. M'Crie's Life of :Uch·ille lie is 

frequently mentioned. Being a great favorite of King Jo.mes 

VI (having recciYcu. his early education with him, under 

direction of the celebrated scholnr and writer, George 

Buchanan) Sir James wns employed to trnnscrihe the famous 

Basilicon Doron, written by that monarch; and having sc11t 

it to l\Iclvillc to peruse, the latter took some objection to 
I 

some passages in it aud tho subject wa.s brought before tho 

Synod of Fife, uy John Dykes, minister nt .A.ustrut11er, in 

September, 15~9. 'rhe King sent Francis Bothwell to 

apprehend Dykes, but he escaped. This obliged the King, 
:,. c,nlr-1lnfnn1,r, tn nnl,li0h tl.n urn1•lr nnt;,.,. Af'+1>1• r\fn1vi11A 
II.I '7 ........ -\., ............... , ........ , .,_ • .,'L4.., ..... 11aa "''"" '' VA- ,... .... ~ •• ¥• _ .. y .......... .., .. • ........... 

had been <lecoyeu. to Loudon in 1606, and committed to the 
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Tower, Sir James Semple exerted himself strenuously in his 

belinlf. He first procu~·ed for l1im a. relaxation of Ills con­
finemen~, and in 1611, with the Duke de Bouillon, used his 

influence to obtain for him permission to retum to Fm.nee. 

He became professor of theology in the Protestant University 

of Sedan, where he had Daniel Tilenus, a Silesian by birth, 

who held Arminian principles, for a colleague, and it is con­

jectured tltnt at Mciville's suggestion Sir James Semple 

engaged in controversy with him. To ingratiate himself 

with King James, 'rilenus proceeded to Englo.nd and pub­

lished · a pamphlet, entitled Parnaenesi, ad_ Scotos Genevenai, 

disciplinae zelotas, wherein he defended episcopacy and abused 

the Scottish Presbyterians. This was confuted by Sir James 

Semple, in a \Vork published in 1622, entitled "An .Answer 

to Tilenus' Defense of the Bishops and the Five Articles," 

n.nd also in Caldcrwood's Altare J)amatscenm11. In this con­

troversy Sir James obtained secret ~ssistance from l\Iclville_ 

and public nnd effectual aid from Calderwood. Sir James 

was also author of "Sacl'ilege Sacredly Handled- in two 

parts; with nu Appendix, answering some objections." 

(London, 11319, 4to); "Cassander Scotina to Cassa11der 

Auglic:rnus" (1616); and "Sacl'ilege Sa\·ed by Cassandct·" 

(16Hl). Ho likewise wrote '' The Packman an~l the Priest," 

. a. satirical poem oga.inst the Chut·ch of Rome. In a icttor, 

quoted in Calderwood (vol. vii, p. 183) to Sir James Semple, 

from tho eminent minister, Robert Bruce, dated at 111\'cl'llcss 

(,vhero ho wus in exile), February 10, 1618, he style!! Sir 

James "Right Honorable Cousin." When King James 

visited Scotland, in 1617, an oration in the form of an alle­

gory, welcoming His Majesty, wns pronounced in the great 

hnl! of tl1c Ea!"l of Abcrcorn; by a very pretty boy, nine 
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years old - William,• the youngest son of the Sheriff of 

Rcnfrcwshiro, Sir James Semple of Beitrees. There cnn bo 

littfo douul. t.hnt Sir ,Jn.moH wns himself tho nuthu1· of this 

oration. He <lied in his house nt the Cross of Paisley, Feb­

ruary, 1625, lcn ving issue by his wife Egidio., or "Geillis 

Elphinston, sister of George Elphinston of Blythewood." 

(Died at Bell's-Wynu, Paisley, September, 1618.) 

1. Ro1mn·r, who succeeded (see 234). 
2:.!S. 2. (h:01u:E (nn infant in 1617). 
2~!). 1. lIAHION, 1nurried to Colin Campbell of .A.r.dki111as. 
230. 2. )IAIWARET, married Walter McFadane. 
2::n. 3. MAnY. , 
232. 4. nEILLIS. 

233. 5. lsonEL. 

Ill. 

234. Jto]IEH.'I' SEllPL};, eldest son of Sil· James of 

Bcltrccs, was author of an l~pitaph and Elegy on "IIub!Jie 

Simpson," the piper of Killmrchnn, who died about the 

beginning of the seventeenth century, a poem of much local 

cclchl'ity. A statue of the pipe!' was, in 1822,_ placed in a 
niche of the steeple of Kiluarcium. In 1584 Semple wrote a 

poem entitled "'l'he Legend of the Lynimar's Life," ou the 

journey of ArchuishopAd:unson to and from Loudon. ~o was 

scncu hcit• of his fo.the1' October 12, 1625, ili the lumls of 
Yochar, Blavnrthill, Kings-Meadow, etc., iu Renfrewshire; 

nlso, in the laucls of S~ewnrton, with the lancls of Ormischuc, 

·Hillhouse, etc., in Ayrshire, nntl in Island of Little Cumray 

in the shire of Bute. He was educated at the College of 

Glasgow, h~vi11g entered March, Hi18. In the Register he is 

* In the will of Lady Ilcltrees no n1eutlon Is made of the "pretty boy'' 
who delivere<l the oration. The youth must have died in the interval 
between the visit o·f the King and t4e d~nth of Lady Beltrees, 
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designated" Robortus Semple ha.eres de Bnltrics." He mar­

ried Mar.,•,da.ughtcr of ~ir 'l'homns Lyon of Aulbur, by whom 

ho haul 
1. l!'UANCIB (sec 286). 

235. ELrnABETH, married to ~ir George Maxwell of New­
ark. 

IV. 

236. J.'ltANVIS SEMPLE, eldest son of Robert of 

lleltrcos, was author of~' llu.nishment of Povel'ty," a piece of 

considerable merit, laudatory of the Duke of Albany. The 

famous comic ballad beginning, " Wha. wo.dna be in lore wi' 

bonny Maggie Lauder?" was written ·uy him about 1642. 

Semple's songs were printed and well known in England in 

. the reign of Charles II ; the w0t·ds and music being engrn,·ed 

Ly 'l'homo.M Cross. Henry Pla.yford a.fterwur<ls intrnduced 

them in his "Wit and Mil·~h" (vol. 1 printed a.t Loudon in 

1698). Gay introduced the air of Maggie Ln.udeL' in his 

musical opera of Achilles, printed in 1733. The samt• air 

had previously been used for a. song in the Quaker's Opcni, 

written by 'l'homas Walker. Francis Semple wns the lust of 

the three rhyming lairds of Beitrees; About· 1677, he was 

appointed Sheriff Deputy of Renfrewshire. Be sold Bel-

Castle Semple, retaining the superiority, and in 1677, towurds 

the en<l of his life, the family removed to a property in the 

parish of Kilhnrchun, cnlled Thirdpnrt, which he had pur­

chased. He died suddenly at Paisley, Sunday evening, 

:March 12, 1682, leaving issue by his wife, Jean . Campbell, 

whom he nrnrried April 3, 1655, in the Kirk of Lochgoilsheid. 

1. Rm.1ERT, who succeeded, baptized April 11, 1656 
(seo 238). 
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237. 2, J,\!llES; baptized May 18, 1657. He appears to 
have 1licd young. 

V. 
238. UOllER'J' SEMI>LJ<~, son and heir of Francis 

Semple of Beltrces, married ~ary, eldest daughter of Sir 

Robert Pollock of Pollock, No,·emhcr 14, 1678, and had issue: 

~39. 1. JRAN, l,orn SeptemLer 21, 1679. 
240. " EL1u11~~·rn, born November 12, 1680. 
2!1. 8. Gmlf.i-:L, Lorn May 14, 1682. 

4. ROBERT, his heir, born January 8, 1687 (see 242). 

VI. 

24-2. UOHEU'l' SEMPLE, eldest son of Robert, and 
grandson of Francis Semple of Beltrees, married June 20, 
1722, Elizabeth, daughter of Colonel Alexnnde1· Cochrane of 

Mainshill, in Ayrshire, and grand niece of Lord Cochrane of 

D111alo11ald. In his cnrly yen.rs ho followed o. sonfo.ring life, 

visili11g Russia uml various other countries. Wl.ien only ten 

years old (1697), ho wo.s present at the buming of the 

witches of Paisley. 'l'o 1n·cvc11t his going, his parents hid 

his shoes, and he went without them. IIe was appointed a 
justice of the pence in 1708. About 1755, he prosecuted a 

cl:::.im to the family estate of Co.rbei·ry in lrehmd. {Kinrr ' - "" 
James granted to Sir James Semple the village and lands of 

Kilhl'ittan, in the County of Carl.Jerry, frelo.ud, with sc,·cral 

other lnnds, in the thirteenth year of His Majesty's reign in 

England, 1615.) 
Robert Semple sold 'l'hinlpart to William McDowall of 

Castle-Semple, in 17GB. Tho lnnds comprehended the Hull, 

01· proper 'fhirdpnl"l, Water~yde, Faulds, Oorbcts, Drygate, 

llardgnit, und Murgonhill, and retired to Kilbo.rchun, where 
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he obtained lnnd, a part of the Quarry or Meadow-Park, from 

Jean Milliken, widow ,of William Milliken Napier of Cnll­

creoch, !l,Hd built thereon a house called Beltrees Cottage. 

IIe died in his 103d year, and. was probably the _oldest judi­

cial functionat·y of tl1at or any other rank in the Bl'itish 

Empire. He left issue by his wife who predeceasecl him. 

2-t.a. l. J .urns, who died in America. 
2-U, 2. ---, died young. 

8. ROBERT (se~ 250). 
24:ii. 4. UnsuLA, married to William Collins. He was 

au Englishman, _ secoud son of. Th9mas Collins of Lh·ely 
Woodhouse, near Dul'11nm. They ,had many children, who 
aJl died ·without issue, except Hamilton Collins, who on the 
death of his great uncle, assumed the name of Semple, born 
October 2, i 794. He married Susanna Ann Dow, grand­
daughter of George, eldest son of John Campbell of Otter, 
Argyle, by Marion, daughter of Sir Colin Campbell of ·Ard­
kiulo.s, whoso mothm· was· Marion, daughter of Sir Jnmes 
Semple of Bcltrees. . 

2-!G. 5. ELI:t.AllETH, married to John Gardner of Rustle­
a'-Thorns and Windyash, Cumberland, and had issue, a son 
and daughter. --- Gardner, the son, ma~Tie<l the only 
daughter of Giiuert Ogiivie, by Miss Wright of Broom, and 
had issue: John Gardner, Esq., of Springl>og; Gilbert Ogil­
vie Gardner, M. n:, of the H. E. I. C. medical staff; and 
Robert Ogilvie Gardner, Lieutenant in the 19th Foot, who 
died nt Ceylon. 

2-!7. 6 . .A.NNAJIELLA, bom in 1729, wus married to Ebene­
zer Cumpucll, son of n clergyman in A'.yr·shire, in 1752. He 
studied for the Church. Ho went to tl1e West Indies, lc:wing 
his family at Kilbarchnn. He died i11 Jamaica. AnnaLclla 
Semple; 01· :Mrs. Co.mpbcll, died at Kilbni·chan, Scpkmucr, 
1812, aged 83. Sho hnd four daughters, two o·f whom mar­
ried aml hnd issue. The clJcst, Elizubeth, mnrrictl John 
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Stcw:i.rt (of Pnisicy), n merchant in Greenock, and their son 
took the title of J umcs Stewart of Bel trees.• 

~48. 7. JsAHJ.:LLA SE!'lll'LE died unmn1Tied at Kilbarchnn. 
24-~I. 8. J1,:AN, born in 1737, remo.iued a spinstc1· at Kil­

li:-1.rch:rn. Her foihe1· disponed to her his house o.t Kiluarchan 
(August 21, 17 84), which she sol cl to William Stewart in the 
Tandlehill, Augnst 29, 1789. She died at Kilbnrchn.n in 1817. 

VII. 

250. nmmlt'l' SR~IPL]~, third child and only SUi'Viv­

ing son of Robert Semple (VI), was born at Thirdpart n.bout 

1726. He went to Edinburgh, where he became an eminent 

brewer. .He is mentioned in Williamson's Directory of Edin­

burgh for 1784-" Robert Semple, Brewer, Castlebarns;" 

Ho died nt Cnstlebnms, February 6, 1810, and was lmried o.t 

Colinton, near Edinburgh. He married an Edinbm·gh lady, 

but the union proved an unfortunate one. All his childt·en 

predeceased him. The property of Caatlebarns being part 

of the lands of Brandsfield, formerly called ·Dalry, lying 

,vitl1in the parish of St. Cuthbcrt's and sheriffdom a.t Edin= 

burgh, wn.s <lisponed by Robert Semple to his grandnephew; 

Hamilton Collins, on his assuming and using the name of 

Semple. The prope1ty passed from Hamilton Collins Semple 

into the possession of Janet lngmm, alias Spence, in 1818. 

"The Stewarts of Belt recs merged Into the family Buchanan, a daugh­
ter of which, Jeannette Buchanan, married Alexander Semple (sec 274), 
grandfather of the nuthor. 



SEMPLES 
()I' 

CHAIGIN1''EOCII, cnAIGBETTS, AND llALGH.EEN. 

251. Silt UOllERT SEMPLE of Craiginfeoch, cousin-. . . . 

german of Sir James Semple of Beltrees, had a charter from 

his grandfather, Robert, Third Lord Semple, of the lands of 

Craiginfeoch1 which before pertained to David, ancestor of 
the Samples of Craiglietts (a branch of whom settled in 

Spain). Ile left a sou. 

I. 

252. JOHN SEM.PLE, who married Margaret .A.tkine, 
the heit·ess of Balgrcen (which lands lie in the· nortbwestern 

po.rt of the parish of Lochwinnoch) .. He obtained the lands 
of Longcraft and Muirshield from James, Earl of A.bcrcoru, 

August 26, 1642. He also had a charter granted by William, 

Lord Cochran nnd Dundonald of the lands of Queenside­

M uir, dated Octobc1· 13, 1655. Iu Queensidc-Mnir a high 
hill is situated ca.lied the Hill of the Stake, and Queenside 

Loch, out of which the river Calder hath its source, which 
empties into Castle-Semple Loch (Lochwinnoch), below the 
house of Barr. John Semple of Bnlgrecn, died in 1679, and 

left issue. 

1. ROBERT (see ~58). 
2. HUGH, ancestor of the Semples o~ Cnrtside (see 

254). 
7 
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II. 

253. ROHEUrJ' SRHPLE, Sheriff-Deputy of Renfrew­

shire, eldest son of John Semple of llalgreen, soid the iauds 

of Balgrcen, formerly called Easter Cloak, Longcraft, Muir­

shicld, aud Queenside-Mufr, to his kinsman, Robert Remple 

of Fulwood, July 6, 1697, but continued to reside at Balgreen 

until his death in 172G. These lands were acquired by Sir 

John Houston, of that ilk, April 25, 1718, un<l afterwards 
I 

passed into the possession of Robert Fulton (by Sir John 

H9nsto11, son of the first mentioned), merchant in Paisley, 

December 11; 1729, who sold the lands of Muirshieid and 

Queenside-Muir to William Caldwell of Yardfoot, aud were 

acquired from him by William McDownll of Castle-Semple, 

1782. Robert Semple left o. widow; Mary Edminstone. 



SEMPLES 
O!' 

CARTSIDE, EASTER KAIMHILL, BOAKSHILL, AND 
DESCENDANTS. 

T 
.L. 

254:. HUGH SEMPLE, second son of John Semple of 
Balgreen, left a son, 

II. 

2o5. JAM.ES S};MPLE, who married Margaret Blair. 
Their eldest son, 

III. 

256. JOHN SEMPLE, died Febt·uary, 1758, leaving 
issue by his wife, Janet Cochran, who predeceased her lms­
band, October, 1751, three sons and four daughters. 

1. JOHN (see 262). 
2. WILLIAM (see 265). 

257. 3. JAMES. 

258. 4. MARGARET. 

259. 5. ~T ANET. 

260. 6. AoN&s. 
261. 7. lSAllEL. 

IV. 

2t~2. JORN SEMPLE, eldest son of ~ohn Semple, 
pul"chused tho lands of Curtside from Patrick Crawford of 
Auchino.mes about the year 17~0, nnd rclmilt the house and 
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office houses in 17 54. 'l'hc lands of Cartside were the south­

most lamls of the Ilnl'Ony of Auchinn.mes, lying upon the 
north si1lc of tho river Illa.ck Cart. Ho left issue: 

1. JAMI~ (t1co 264). 
,) ALl,XANDJm SE!llPLE (see 268). 

203, 3. JOUN. 

v. 
26!. J .. UU◄:S S1~Ml,LE, eldest son of John Semple of 

Cnrtside, sold the Iall(ls of Cartside to William Ba.rr of Braes 

and Goldenknows, April 15, 177 4, and emigrated to America, 
July 11,-1774, with a wife and seven children.• 

265. WILLIAM SEMPLE, second son of John Semple 
(256), possessed the lnnds of Easter Kaimhill and Iloaks­

hill from May, 1740, to :May, 1746. Ho ma.rricd Jo.net Tay­
lor, Jnuunry 18, 1746, ~y whom he ha.d two sons, born 
Wednesday, May 10, 1747, uotlt at a liil·th. 'l'ho mother died 

the 17th of the snmc month. The father Jicd J1;1ne 24, 1773, 

aged 58 years. 

26G. 1. WILLI.AM SEMPLE, historian, son of William Sem­
ple of Easter Kaimhill, was author of "Semple's Continua­
tion of Crawford's History of the Shire of Renfrew," 1710 
to 1782. 'l'he work contains a genealogical history of the 
Roynl House of Stew11rt, with a gomm!ogica! account of the. 
illw-itrious House of Hano,·er from the timo of their inter­
nrn.1Tin~c with tho Stewart family to i710, n!so a gcHenlogicnl 
history of the Nobility and Gentry of the County of R~n­
frcw, and nn exact survey of the county; together with tho 
state of the public uuil<lings, manufactures, <lifferei:it rcli~­
ious, etc., etc., collected from Public Records, Ancient 

*Tiley are said to bave sculcd In North Carolina, but no trace of them 
or their descendants hnvc I been uble to obtnlu. 

W. A. 811:MPLB, Broad Brook, Conn. 
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Chartulurics of the Monnsteries of Paisley, Arbroath, Kelso, 
Duuformiuo, Molross, Balmeriuoch, Schoon, Drylmrgh, Cam­
bushkcnnoLh, Abor<lcou, and Mmroy; nnd from the best. 
hisL01·in11s a11<l privnte manuscripts, from the year 1034 to 
1782. It also contains the coat of arms of each family in 
blazon. 

2G7. 2. JonN SEMPLE, twin brother of William, emigrated 
_to Amel-ica, Juno 17, 1765 .. 

268. ALBXANDEit SEMPLE, second son of John 
Semple of Cartsido, married Mary_ Brodie of Dampton form, 

and 'J)y her had issue. 

1. J .. urns or" English" Semple·(see 271). 
269. 2. JOHN, died in Glasgow; left issue i!l London. 
270. 8. JEAN, married Robert Muir of Liverpool. 

·271. J AJII~S Sl~MPLE, eldest son of Alex:rnder Sem­

ple (268), was.commonly called" Eng;lish" from his hndng 
lived in England, o.nd to distinguish him from "Merchant" 

Semple of another family. 

He married Ann Houston, by whom he had eight sons and 

one daughter. (The remains of "English " Semple and his 

wife are intcr1·cd in the Cartside burial plot,. in the old kirk­

ynrd of Kill,o.rchan.) 

1. ALEXANDER SEll[PLE (see 274). 
2. JOHN (sec 270). 
s. JAI\IES (sec 286). 
4. RouE1tT (sec 287). 
5. ANDREW (see 297) .. 
6. WILLL\i\i (see 303). 
7 • .ALLAN, killed in Canada. 
8. FnANCIS BURDETTE (see 806). 

273. 9. JEAN, died young. 
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27.J.. ALl~XANURlt SEMPLE, eldest son of James ot­
"English" Semple, was born in London, April 29, 1805 ; 

emigrated to America, May, 1848; died at Warehouse Point, 

Ct., July 5, 1873. Married Jeannette Buchanan• (born Feb­

ruary 11, 1806), granddaughter of James Buchanan t ( of 

Kilbarclmu), antiqual'ian and intimate friend of the poet, 

Robert Tanual1ill. Issue, three sons and three daughters: 

275. 1. JEaN S1,;l'IJPLE, born December 14, 1825, died July 
8, 1863. Married William Brown of Kilbarchan. Issue: 
,vmiam, Thomas, Jeanuctte, Alexander, and lfargaret: 

2. ALEXANDER SEMPLE (sec 307). 
3. JAMES ( sec 308). 

276. 4. ANNIE SEMPLE, born May 13, 1839. Married 
Charles Cooper of Bennington, Vt. Issue: 1. Alexauder 
James Cooper, born nt Enfield, Conn., May 26, 1861 ; (mar­
ried Hattie A. Resseguie of Northville, N. Y.) 2. Helena 
May Cooper, born nt Thompsonville, Conn., July 4, 1864. 
3. Eulah Mabel Cooper, \.,om at 'l'hompsouvillc, Conn., April 
8, 18G7 (married Louis Graves of Ilenuiugtou, Vt,). 4. Liz­
zie Cooper, hom at Ile1111ingto11, Aug. 18, 1870. 5. Charles 
William Cooper, born at Bennington, June 30: 1873; died 
January 18, 1885. 

277. 5. J ANF:'l', hom May 13, 1841; died November 14, 
1841. 
· 278. 6. Jmrn SEMl'LE wns bm·n at Kilbarchan, Renfrew­
shire, Scotland, May 14, 1844. 

A.t the opening of the War of the Rebellion, he, with four 
companions, Channey 1iL Allen, Henry Allen, Irwin Cooper, 
and James II. House (now !iring at Windsorvillc, Conn., 

* Jcnnrwllc B11ch,1111111°H 11101her wns n Grnnt (of the IJighlnnds), whNo 
mother ,ms a ;\IcF,1rl1111c of the Clun .ll!cFnrlunc. 

t Jnmcs Bnchanan, u ilesccntl1111t of the llio1tlnguh1herl reformer and 
Lntin poet, George Uuchnnun (linru Fourunry, loOIJ), whose fnmily de• 
scended irom Prince A1111cl1111, who, in 1016, lent l1is nssistance to King 
Malcolm the Second, in repelling ti.Jc Danes. 
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the only surviving one of the fi.,·e), went from Windsor, 
Conn., and enlisted nt Hartford, August 12, 1861, with the 
"1st 001111. Squadron of Cri.,•alry," nuder Major Willia.m 
Mallo1·y or Ill'idgeport. The .squadron was detached to tho 
"Harris Light Cavalry, or Second N. Y." Semple was a 
member of Company "D," and company bugler. 

He was captured near Hagerstown, :Md., about July 10, 
1863, and was taken to Belle Isle; from which he escaped by 
t1wimming the James Rivet·; was ruu down by bloodhounds, 
rccapturc<l1 anu tnken to Libby PriRon ; afterwards trans­
ferred to " Castle 'l'lnmde1·" from which he escaped by tun­
neling, aud made his way iuto the Union lines at ·Yorktown. 
He served three years and was honorably discharged, .August, 
1864. He died unmarried, January 3, 1880. 

279. JOUN S"RllPLE, second son of "English" Sem­

ple, was born in London, October, 1808 ; died 1848. Mar­

ried Mo.rgo,ret Sprnule, bom at Paisley, October 31, 1808. 

Issue: 

1. JAl\IES SEMPLE (see 311). 
:.?80. 2. M.ARTHEW, born February, 1833; died August, 

1846. 
281. 8. ANN, born May 20, 1886. Married '"IYT•11• wuuam 

Meikle. 
282. 4. JoeN, born -October, 1838; died August, 1868. 

Married Rebecca Stewart. 
283. 5 .. WILLIAM, born October, 1840; died September, 

1854. 
~84:. 6. MARGARET, born January 1, 1843. Married James 

Gibb. 
7. ALLAN (sec 313). 

285, 8 ... !.A.NE, born January 1, 1848. Married James 
Walker. 
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28G. J A ~l ES S Ell PLE, third son of" English" Semple, 

hom in Lo11tlu11, ,Tannnry, 1810; now living at Greeneville, 

Cu1111. ~I:uTietl ,Tenn Whilhill of Kill,a,rchan. Issue: 

1. JAllm8 SEJ\Il'LE (sec 816). 

:!87. UOHEll'1' Sl~MPLE, fourth son of "English" 
Semple, born at Kilbnrchnn, Juno 12, 1812. Married Janet 

Love, born September 9, 1814. Issue: 

:?S8. 1. JAMI~~ HEMl'U1, born ~fut·ch 28, 1885. :Mnrrictl 
Janet Weir. 

280. 2. MARIAN, bom Februarv 4, 1887. Married Arch-. ' 

ibald Hull. 
:mo. 3. JANET, UOl'll Jnnunry 29, 1~89. Married, first, 

David McQucen; married, second, Isnac Wallace. · 
2UI. 4. AGNF.s, born .May 1, 1841. Married Daniel 

McPherson. 
292. 5. JANE, bom December 5, 1848. Married Alexan­

der Stevenson. 
2H3. 6. MARGARET, born January 14, 1847 .. Married 

Michael McConnochie. 
294-. 7. HELEN, Lorn April 28, 1849. Married William 

Muir. 
290. 8. RonERT, IJom FelJruary 9, 1858. Married Janet 

Granger. Died January 4, 1875. . 
29G. 9. ANN, born January 12, 1858. Married Richard 

Houston. 

297 . .ANJ)ltEW SEMPLI~, fifth sou of "English" 

Semple, born nt Kiibarchan, May 28, 18-; died August 27, 
18-. Ma.l'l'ied :Mary McDougall. Issue: 

298. 1. ANN SEMI'LI-.:, born September 25, 1841. Married 
David :McMillan. Dietl February 7, 1884. 

299, 2. :MAitY, bom J nnua.ry 8, 1848. 
300. 8. JAMES, born Ja.nuary 28, 1846; died January 14, 

1881. 
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302. 5. JouN, l,01·11 January 81, 1852. 

303 •. WILLLUI SEMPLJ~; sixth son of "English" 

Semple, horn at Kilbarchan ; . died --- Married Mary 

Spier of Quo.rrelton. Issue·-: 

304-. 1. WILLIAM SE!11PLE. 

305. 2. JANE. (Mrs. Egleston of Auburn, N. Y.) 

•
1
.1t1v\'u', 1,,n l '7l•TIJ UTlU1\"1;"'1''1'V s1r\fUf.l,' ni.,1,H, '"'" of 1 11,,.,1~\.J..&..:t .a,vi1,1.a, .. AJ.. .&.~ ... ,.n.a.a. .. , .... , ,.,.b .. .., ... ........... ...,. 

"English" Semple, bo1;11 September 24, 1825 ; died lfay 31, 

1886 ;· married Margaret Mc~ue, born November 20, 1823; 

died March 10, 1874. Issue: 

1. JAMES SEMPLE (see 820). 

307. ALEXANDJUt SEMPLE, second child and eldest 

son of Alexander Semple (274), was born at Johnstone, 
Rcufrcwshirc, Scotland, May 8, 1835. lforried Elizabeth 

Wilson of Dracut; Mass., born 1iear. Edinburgh, October 27, 

1836 ; eldest daughter of William and Martha White Wilson, 

[the issue of whom now living: 1. Elizabeth Wilson (my 
mother). · 2. Mnry Wilson, wife of .Alonzo .D. Greeley of 

Pelhnm, .N, H.; issue, Arthur W. Greeley, Alice Maud Gree5 

ley- married Frank Hillma11 of Pelhn1n, N. H., = Elizubcth 
G1·eelcy (<lcceascd), Blanche Greeley (deccnscd), Frc,lcrick 

Alonzo Greeley, and Grace Greeley. 8. Alexunde1· Wilson, 

mnrried Mary Elizabeth Walker, dnughter of Amor Walker 

of Philadelphia, and had issue: Amor Wilson (deceased), 

and Mary Elizabeth Wilson, now living at Broad Brook, 

Conn., with Alexander and Elizabeth Wilson s·emple, who 

reared her to womanhood, her mother dying in lier infancy 

a.nd her father remaining unmarried, now living in Philndel-
8 
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phia. 4. William Thomns Wilson, married H. Eliz!!.beth 

Dornnn of Philudelphin, issue: William Elmer Wilson nnd 

Howard Semple Wilson. 6. Henry White Wilson, married 

Mary Vogt of Philadelphia. 6. Martha Wilson, married 

Charles A. Bissell of Ilrond Brook, Conn., issue : Chal'les 

Lindorf Bissell, Alexander Semple Bissell (deceased), Wil­

liam Garfield Bissell, and Flo1·ence Irene Bissell.] 

Alexander and Elizabeth Wilson Semple had issue : 

1. WILLIAM ALEXANDER SEMPLE (see 326). 

308. J.AM.ES SEMPLE, third child and second son of 
Alexander Semple (274), born at Kilbnrchan, April 6, 1837. 

Married Grace Cullen, born ut Bgglestonn, Renfrewshire, 

l!'eLrnnry 13, 1841. Issue : 

309. 1. ROBERT ALEXANDER SEMPLE, bom at .Amesbury, 
Mass., September 30, 18134, living at Ilroud Drook, 001111. 

:no. 2. J1~NNrn MAuoA.nNT, born nt Mnynnr<l, 1'foss., Octo­
ber 8, 1870. 

311. JAMES SRi\lPLE, eldest son of John Semple 

(279); ,vas born .August 28, 1831; died June 15, 1867. 

Married Jeanie Gavin. Issue : 

312. 1. JAll[ES SEMPLE. 

31:1. ALLAN SE1\ll'LE, seventh child nnd fifth son of 
John Semple (279), born January 11, 1846. Mnrricd Janet 

Steward. Issue : 

314., 1. JOIIN SEMPLE, born 1872. 
315. 2. J A11ms, born 187 4. 

316. J .AMES SEJII> Ll~, only child of James Semple 

(286) nnd grnndson of "English" Scmp1o, wns bom August 

28, 1888 ; was in the W nr of the Re hellion ; member of 
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Company "A," 18th Regiment Connecticut Volunteers; pris­

oner at LiLby and Belle Isle; killed September 30, 188i>, 
while i1;1 discharge of· his duties as mechanic in Chelsea 

Papet· Mills, Greeneville, Conn. • Married Margaret Coulter 

(born in Paisley). Issue: . 
317. 1. MARGARET ALEXANDER: born July 3, 18136. 
318. 2. JAMES WHITHILL SE.ftlPLE, born June 6, 1870. 
am. 8. WILLI.AM COULTER, bom August 13, 1877. 

320. JAMES SEMPLE, only son of Francis Burdette 

Semple (306), born September 7, 1847; issue: 

321. 1. FRANCIS BURDETTE SEMPLE, born DecemLcr 17, 
1872. 

322. 2. RonERT WALKER, born March 15, 1875. 
323. 8. JAMJ...:S FuLLARTON, bom November 8, 1881. 
324-. 4. WILLIAM WALKER, born NovemlJer 2-1, 1883. 
32G. 5. JOHN McK., born SeptemLer 8, 188[1. 

326. WILLIAM ALEXANDElt SJDl.11LE, O?ily r.:ltild 
of Alexander Semple (307), born at Dracut, Mass., July 8, 
1859. Married Lilia Bissen Davenport,* daughter of Churics 

Warren t and Elizabeth Bissell Davenport; born u.t lltoatl 

Brook, Ct., November 28, 1864. ·.Issue: 

!12'1_. 1- Wn.T.HM AT.F.X.lNOFlR ~F.MPt.F._ .Tr __ hnrn nt Hrnn1l _,.. ... -· ··------ ----·--- ~------1 ---, ---- -- _,.. __ _ 

Brook, Fcbruo.t·y 2, 1885. 
328. 2. ELIZABETH EMILIE; born February l; 1887, nt 

Broad Brook, Conn. 

*The Davenport family tnke their name from the town of Dnvenport, 
Cheshiro, Englllnd. and have a goncnlogical history frolll 1080 to 18711, 
compiled by Dr. Bennett F. Dnvenporl of Boston. 

t Charles Warren Davenport's grandmother wns nnmed Bull, <lesccnde1l 
from the Dutch tra.<lcrs of that name, wliose history. forms u. part of 
tl,e cn.,.1y 1,iQtnT:r nn,1 a, .. ttl11,n~nt nf Hnrtfnrrl. 
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