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6 
FORE\·lORD 

Tl1e '\-Test Ulster branch of· tl1e Stafford fa.m:tlj7 , to ,r11; ch 
I belong, I1as many connections, in various parts of tl1e 1-rorld. 
So far as the ·w•ri ter kno1-1s, hi tl1erto ,no a L tem}')t l1as been made 
to write the story of this large Anglo-Scottish-Irish clan, 
covering both tl1e British Empire and tl1e United States of 
America. 

In the rece11t l)ast,very fe1·1 of these lTest Ulster Staffords, 
either in Ireland, or on the !forth American continent, have 
paid much attention to old fanrlly records, and n1ost of tl1e 
younger generation of today, while earnestly wishing to know 
something about the family background in England and Ire-
land, ai:>parently cannot talte either the tin1e or tl1e pai11s to 
obtain the desired information. 

I have prepared this brief general sketch in order to 
place on record, for tl1e benefit of those v1l10 111ay be interest­
ed, an outline of such information as I have been able person­
ally to obtain regarding tl1e ,rest Ulster Staffords,and their. 
descenda.11ts in .A:tnerica ancl elsev1l1ere. I am 1·1ell a·tlTare of its 
incompleteness. To trace all the descenda~ts would be a com­
plicated ancl difficu.l t taslc beyond n1y po1'ler. 

In the main, I desire simply to give a ge11eral i11dicatio11 
of the locations of the principal Stafford colonies origin­
ating in ,~,est Ulster (Ireland) from English parentage, and 
more or less details of the family descent of certain of these 
Stafford relatives about ,.,hicl1 I l1ave inforn1ation, or lTl10 are 
knovm to me personally. lvioreover, • I desire to furni s11 son1e 
interesting family background material not readily available 
to a good many of the relatives. 

In 1927, my esteemed cousin, the late Horace W,Stafford, 
attorney-at-lai1, of SpringfiEld, Ol1io, pre1)ared and publj_sl1-:­
ed an extensive l1istory of TI~ STAFFORD ·F.Ar'IILIES rr,r or-:ro PJTO 
Ii'JDIAl'TA. Tl1is valuable book, lone since out of print, con­
tains much detail and relatively few errors. I regard as a 
real treasure tl1e copy 11l1icl1 lie sent me sl1ortly after iss11e. 

It is greatly to be regretted that nobody in Vireinia 
has yet undertal;:en ~ a sinrl.lar laborious task for tl1e benefit 
of tl1e numero11s related Staffords in tl1e soutl1lrester11 portion 
of that State. _ 

In 1927,I-ir. James Fulton Hoge,of Greensboro,:N.C. ,lJUb­
lisl1ed a boolt entitled, TrIE FAl-iILY OF IIOGE. Tl1e n1anu .. script 
of this boolr 1-ras prepared by tl1e late Jai11es IIoge Tyler, a 
former Governor or tl1e State of Virginia. l\ir. 1Ioge, vrho is 
nov1 a prominent la1·zyer in i~ew Yorlc City, careft1l.ly edited 
the manuscript before publication. 

Ann Stafford, one of the Giles County 7Virginia,Staffords, 
married into this distinguished family and there are a good. 
many of t1'1e name of Hoge ,-,110 are l1er descendants. As will 
be seen in the genealogical.sketch of the Hoge-Stafford con­
nection in the Appendix, a Saral1 Jioge married James Stafford, 
,vho was the son of my great-great-uncle, James Stafford, 1·1110 
came from County Fermanagh,Ireland to Virginia,in 1785, 
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1-Jhntcvcr mc.y be the defects or merits of this little 
historiccl vnd gcncclogiccl sketch, I dcdicnto it affoction­
ntcly to my esteemed ltinfollr, us a slight contribt1tion to o.. 
better lmowlodgc of our fOlllily bnckground. 

All the illustrations (reproduced by plonogrcphic process), 
c:cccpt the lettering bJr n1y grnndfntl1cr llillio.m Do.ly ,c11~-1)tor VI, 
nrc tho 1i1ork of my o,-m hrnd. The maps nro not clra.i.·n.1 closely 
to scnle but, nevertheless, arc npproximntely correct. 

731 Simpson Street 
Evnnston,Illinois 

l 9 5 2 
THOMAS ALBERT STAFFORD 

cs6 
( "Tho St2fford -knot;') 
nncicnt fC111ily bongo. 
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I 

TIIB F.Al-iILY NM'IE AND BACI(GROUND 

The family name STAFFORD is derived from Anglo-Saxon 
11stat," meaning a :t_o_~, and "ford, 11 meaning a ford;tl1e com­
bination of these two words being the name of the·tovm of 
Stafford,England,,vhich was originally built by Ethelfleda, 
daughter of King .Alfred, in A.D. 913. It is situated on the 
River Sow, near its junction with the River Penk. The dis­
tance north of London is 133 miles. In early times,the name 
of the town was variously spelled: Stadford, Staffort, 
Stafforde. 

'When William the Conqueror defeated tl1e Anglo-Saxons, at 
the Battle of Hastings in 1066, one of his leaders ,-,as Rob­
ert de Toeni. Robert de Toeni was a younger brother of Ralf 
de Tosny (Toesni), of a Norman noble house. At the Conquest, 
Robert received a great fief extending into seven English 
counties and commanding the service of sixty knights. He took 
up his residence at Stafford Castle, which_ was built for him 
on order of William the Conqueror, At that time,Robert assumed 
the surname of Stafford. Thus this historic English family 
name originated with the first Norman Governor of the town. 

~Tith the death of Robert de Toeni Stafford· 1ig son, the male 
line became extinct. However, his sister's husband,Hervey 
Bagot, succeeded to the fief in his wife's right (1194), and 
assumed her surname as IIervey Bagot Stafford. Their descend.­
ant, Edmund de Staffbrd, 1-Tas made a Baron in 1299. Edmund's 
son, Ralph, was a brilliant military leader. He was made a 
Knight of the Garter when that Order was founded, He was 
created Earl of Stafford in 1351. His son, Hugh, became the 
second Earl of Stafford in 1372, and Hugh~s son, Thomas, suc­
ceeded to the earldom in 1392. 

Thomas' son, I-Iumphrey Stafford, (1402-1460), becaine the 
first Stafford Duke of Buckingham, and "by his descent and 
great possessions was placed in the front rank of the English 
nobility." (Encyc. Britt. )o One of l1is sons married tl1e 
mother of Henry VII. IIum1)hrey 1 s grandson, IIenry, (1454-1403), 
was the second Stafford Duke of Buclcingham. Ed,vard Stafford, 
(14?8-1521), the third Stafford Duke of Buclringham, ,ras ex­
ecuted on trumped-up charges of disloyalty to 1Ienry VIII, as 
a result of intrigue by Cardinal Tl1omas :Jolsey, ·w-110 rose to 
great power during tl1e reign of lienry VIII, affected extra­
vagant pomp and arrogated to hirnself roJral privileges. \'Iol­
sey later fell from power·, 1r,as imprisoned1 and died at tl1e 
city of Leicester on his ,-,ay to trial in London. 

Shakespeare mal-cas \'folsey bemoan tl1e bitterness of his 
fate saying: . 

" ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• I l1ave ventured 
Lil{e little ,,1anton boys tl1at si-1i1n on bladders, 
This many summers on a sea of glor~r; 
But far beyond my depth~ my high-blown pride 
At length brol~e under me~ and no,v- has left me, 
vleary and old 1:1i tl1 service~ to tl1e n1ercy 
Of a rude stream, that must forever hide mee 
Vain pomp and glory of this lror1d I l1ate yee 11 

· 

Ki_qg !l~JlPY Y11..~.,!~_t. 3, §~--EID~ ? • 
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High rarik and· ·great weal tl1 frequently involved grave rislcs 
in olden times. The Stafford nobility seems to have had mor~ 
than its share of trouble. Humphrey Stafford,the first Staff­
ord Du.Ire of Buck:ingham, was !rilled at the Battle of Nortl1ar£1p­
ton, in the !Jar of the Roses. liis grandson, Henry Stafford, 
second Duke of Buclringham, fougl1t against Ricl1ard III 1 was 
captured and executed. The fate of Ed\,rard Stafford, tl11rd Th.J.h:e 
of Buclringham, has been mentioned already. IIun1pl1rey Stafford, 
Earl of Devon, ,vas executed after a quarrel ¥Ti tl1 the Earl of 
Pembroke. Lord ililliam rio,-rard Stafford was imprisoned in tl1e 
Tov1er of London, accused of treason, condemned on ivorthless 
evidence of the infamous renegade,Titus Oates, and died on the 
scaffold in 1680 (in the reign of Charles II). §j._¼ tr01,~J_t 
gl.Q.ria m.1JP._qi. ( aso l)asses al-ray tl1e glory of tl1e \'1or1cfit). 

The story of such happenings remindsone of a verse in 
Thomas Gray's great Elegy: 

"Tl1e boast· of l1eraldry, the pomp of polrer, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave 

Avraits alilre the inevitable hour. 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave." 

On the same theme, Sl1alrespeare l"Jrote: 
"Glory is lilre a circle in the 1:1ater, 

1'1l:1icl1 never -ce·asetl1 to enlarge itself~ 
Till·by broad spreading it disperse to naught." 

fi.ellr_..Y . VI , fo.C t. 1 , p__g_eJl...§_ 3 • 
For Shakespeare's refefuces,in his historical viays, to 

the Stafford nobility, see Ki11.& !lell.+.-:z .L~and I~~g &.fil1r~ Y.l~YDI-
Having l1eard mention of Stafford ancestry in 1:Jilliam . 

Shal{espeare I s descent on the maternal side, I ash:ed tl1e Fol­
ger SI1alcespeare Library, 1rlasl1ington,n.c. for inforri1ation re­
garding this point. I am told that Shakespeare's mother,~ary 
Arden, ,va.s relatecl to one of tl1e Cl1esl1ire Ardens, 1·1110 marrj_ed 
a daughter of Sir Richard Stafford (deceased in 139l)~Tief­
erence is made to lirs, C.CoStopes' au.tl1oritative booli:, 
SHAKESPEARE FAMILY, published in London 1901,page 199. 

The judicial murder of Ed1;1ard StQfforcl terminated tl1e 
Stafford Ducl1y of Buclcinghan1 an.d caused a great reveI'sal of 
fortune to the main line of tl1e frunily. Tl1us 1•ras added a 
melancholy footnote to the Latin motto on the .family coat~of­
arms, (see froi1tispiece), nAp_s_t,Y]..j_t_ QJll 1-~:.~_t_, u (fl~ }JJ.'tQ g_~V_fl 
fu.1§. tal~E?ll §!}tax). vll1at it- originally signifiec1 I l21ol:1 not. 
As lilce as not, it may l1ave had sometl1ing to do vd th some 
royal favor ,.Ji thdrai:r.a. 

The earldom 1v-as later restored to the 1nai11 li11e of the 
family,but it failed in a few generations on account of 
poverty. In the course of time, it passed to a branch of the 
Stafford l1ouse. 

' . 
The title Marauess of Stafford no,1 inl1eres i11 tl1e Ducl1y 

of Sutherland ..:. a -$ttisl1 Stafford brancl1. ~:lie present l101d.:. 
er of the title,Dulre of Sutherland and Marquess of Stafford, 
vras born :August 29, 1888. IIe had tl1e distinction of "bearing 
the Orb" at tl1e coro11ation of tl1e late IG.ng George VI. 

The title of Baro11 is noi1 in tl1e Fitzl1erbert bra11cl1 of 
tl1e family. Tl1e present l1older of tl1e title is Basil Francis 
:f\Ticl1olas Fitzherbert-Stafford, -v1ho 11as born April 7, 1926. 
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It is interesting to note that,at least, one Archbishop 
of Canterbury M•cmne; from the Stafford house - John Staff­
ord1 Archbishop of Canterbury from 1443 to 1452, in the reign 
of .tienry VI. One of the Staffords of Clifton, soutl1 east . 
Staffordshire, Edmund Stafford, became Bishop of Exeter in 
1395, and , .. ,as Lord Chancellor from 1396 to 1399. His patron­
age of learning is commemorated by Exeter College, Oxford •. 

Sir Edward William Stafford, (1009-1901), who was born in 
Scotland and educated at Trinity-·College,Dublin~Ireland, be­
came prime minister and colonial secretary for Nev, Zealand •. 
He created three nei1 provinces in ?-Ie1v Zealand, reorganized . 
the courts of lav, and jury syst.em, and rendered notable ser­
vice as a state.srn.an. 

T11us it vrl.11 be seen tl1at. the Stafforc1 family, in one 
branch or another, has had a lone record in English affairs 
of ~tate, and is mentione4,again and again, in the history 
of England do,-m to recent 'tin1es. 

One member of the English family of Stafford went to the 
southeastern part of Ireland, in the year 1200, and for his 
services tl1ere \'las granted an estate in County· i'lexford. Tl1e 
descendants of this branch are still numerous in the south 
of Ireland, and as they ,-,ere not affected by the Reforn1ation 
in England, vrl1ich occurred later, tl1ey natt1rally reinained . 
Roman Catl1olics,but~thos~ ,-1110 came from Staffordshire,Eng­
to County Fermanagh, Ireland i11 tl1e 18th centt1ry "'ere Episco­
palians at the time of their arrival. 

A James Stafford, landed proprietor, was dispossessed of 
his estate near Dublin, during tl1e Crom1:1ellian settlen1e11t of 
Ireland. Undoubtedly,he was a relative of the southern Irish 
Staffords, referred to above. 

There is a titled Stafford family resident near Boyle, 
County Roscommon,Ireland (Eire). 

In passing, 1 t is int~resting to note tl1at Staffordshlr~ 
today is one of the most ~ighly industrialized counties 9f 
England, containing 1.1orld-famous potteries, brev1eries, iron~ 
works, railway car and other factories. Although the in­
dustrial section of Sta.ffordsl1ire, lying bet1,reen Birr.t1ine;l1am, 
llar\vickshire 2 and \vol verl1ampton/i Staffordshire, for a distence 
of fifteen miles, is lmovm as 1the Blaclr Country," on account 
of dense factory smoke, the shire as a v1hole has many lovely 
rural scenes. 1-iuch of the soil in "the Black Country" is . 
clayey and poorly ada~ted to agriculture. . 

It is probable that our ancestors came to nortl11v-rest Ire­
land from the southern industrial section of Staffordshire, 
,as tl1ey t-Tere primarily ironi-rorl:ers. 

It is quite lilrely that they ,,,,ere descendants of tl1e third 
Stafford Duke of Buclcingl1am, because after his decapitation, 
the main line of the famous house suffered serious reverses 
and the titles finally passed to secondary li11es of Stafford 
descent. Dulce Ea.,vard Stafford 1 s oldest son, !ienry, ('v,ho became 
a ·Protestant) tvas restored to tl1e hereditary. estates, yet it 
is of record tl1ftt his grandson,Roger Stafford,\•Tas dented tl-:i~ 
Barony on account of reduced circUL1stances. A sister of R9ger 
married a furniture mal{er, and sl1e had a son 11110 1'las a shoe­
maker. Thus begun the Stafford farnilies of Staffordshire (sip_~ 
noqili tq_tis), "wi tl1out noble ran.le. n 
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IT 

ANCESTRY OF THE WJ~ST ULSTER STAFFOTIDS 

The first direct lineal Stafford ancestor of vd1om we have 
a reliable record was John Stafford, of Staffordshire,Engle.ncl •. 
He was the oldest of a family of four. His ·wife's maiden name 
was Margaret Brunt. He had t110 sisters: Margaret(Maggie), who 
married James W~lch, and Lettie, Who married John Gregg.· 
There vras a younger brother who died a bachelor. Old records 
in Ohio hint that the abovementioned family all lived and 
died in Staffordshire,Fngland. · · 

It is my o,\m belief .. , albeit based on nothing better than 
hearsay, that the abovementioned John accompanied his entire 
family of eight children to Ireland, and built the first house 
they occu1)ied in County Fermanagh, (pronounced Fermanna), ,,rhicl1 
is situated in what "vtas tl1en kncn-rn. as the Province of Ulster. 
A trace of the foundations of the aforementioned house was 
still evident- when I 1r1as a boy. 

The eight· children of our English ancestors,John Stafford 
and Margaret Brunt, \-Tere: 

Jane 'Who married Adam Johnston 
Ralph " " Jane Kane 
Nancy 11 " John Jolmston 
Thomas " n Barbara Irwin 
James u " Nancy Eaton 
Edward n n Marge .. ret Eaton 
Mary " " James Robinson 
John " " V.trs. Elizabeth Fair· 

(maiden na.r:1e, Brown) 
.Apparently all eight· children married residents of County 

Fermanagh. Doubt1ess,most of the eight were born in Staffordshire, 
England. . 

Of the abovementihned children of John Stafford end his· 
wife Margaret Brunt·, Thomas was my great.:.\great.:..grandfather. · 

By her first marriage,Mrs. Elizabeth Fair had a daughter 
named Catl1erine •. Tlrls daughter married George Stafford,a son 
of the abovementioned James. See Chapter VIII. 

----o--
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SETTLEMENT IN ULSTER 
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The date of arrival in Ulster, of the family of our Fng­
lish ancestor, John Stafford, is unlmown to me. It nas been 
variously· figured and, perhaps, the most likely approximation 
is 1?60 or a few years earlier. Records of the births in 
County Fermanagh, Ireland, of some of the older grandchildren 
of John Stafford and his wife,Margaret, would seem to indicate 
that the date was somewhat earlier than 1760. 

Apparently·, John Stafford's entire family entered Ulster, 
Ireland, by way of Donegal Bay in a coastal sailing vessel. 
The place of landing was near fhe village of Ballintra1which 
is situated a short distance inland from Donegal Bay, in 
County Donegal. 

From Ballintra, County Donegal, the family moved to Co~ty 
Fermanagh, about six miles from the county town, Enniskillen, 
and most of them settled in a tovmland (township) named Bo- . 
hevny (pronounced Bo-heaven-ea) accent on s.econd syllable. . 
The name is derived from two Gaelic words meaning, nthe d111ell­
ing of the chiefsn - probably an .ancient encampment site. 

This town.land is in a hilly section of west Fermanagh 
partly surrounded by mountains, and watered by-the River .Arney, 
which flows out of Lower Lough MacNean, about a half mile 
west of Bohevny. The River Arney flows into beautiful Upper 
Lough Erne,a few-miles south east of Bohevny. 

The word lo:qgh in north Ireland is the equivalent of tl1e 
Scottish J_och, and is pronounced somewhat like "loclr" but vii th 
a guttural ending. 

Bohevny is a little more than four miles from the source 
of the famous River Shannon,which rises in the neighboring 
County of Cavan. 

Bohevny is also situated near Florencecourt Castle, the 
magnificent seat of the Earl of Enniskillen. Until my fath­
er's time,the townland of Bohevny was part of Lord of Ennis­
killen's estate. At the time of my father's death,he had 
completed purchase of the home place from the Enniskillen 
family. 

The Stafford men,in County Fermanagh, were farmers and 
skilled as well in several tradest such as smithing,weaving 
and carpentry. Dovm. to and including my paternal grandfather, 
Thomas Stafford, there were gunsmiths in the family and, in 
the upper storey of the ancestral home there was a storage 
room containing some oldstyle military equipment. Doubtless, 
the family was primarily induced to come to Ulster in order 
to help keep in repair the muskets of the volunteer militia 
which was raised to protect the Scotch and English who wer~ 
brought into Ireland during ttthe plantation of Ulster. 11 

A casual study of Irish history of that period will re­
veal that Ireland was then in a very disturbed state. There 
was much fighting and order ,vas extremely l1ard to maintain. 
Tl1ere were no reliable mark:ets for products of the farm, and 
it is little v1onder that emigration t.o the American colonies 
was very heavy. The long sea voyage of two months or more 
could not daunt the spirits of people \-1ho l1ad to face diff_­
icul ties and d~~~ers every day in Ireland of the 18th cent­
ury. 
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Of John Stafford 1 s family of eight ~hildren, five were 
boys and of these Ralpl1, James, F4ward ~d John emigrated 
to America, leaving only my great~great-grandfather,Thomas, 
on the home place. Tl1omas. raised a large family some of ,,rl1om 
apparently settled in the neighboring County of Tyrone. From 
Fermanagh and Tyrone counties a~sc~ndants v1ent into County 
Cavan,also into County Londonde~ry,. Within my own memory, 
there were also some closely-re~ated Staffords near Tempo, 
in east Fermanagh. So our people are fairly widely scattered 
in tl1e 'tArestern part of \ithat is no,., kno·wn as I\forthern Ireland. 

IV 
EThITGRATION TO VIRGIIfIA 

All accounts agree tl1at members of our familJr first crone 
from C_ounty Fermanagh, Ireland -to Giles County, Virginia, in 
the year 1785, nine years after the Declaration of Independence. 
At that ·time 1 Giles County ,vas larger than at present. 

It is believed that Ralph, James, Ed,vard and John came 
togetl1er.,_ altl1ough one acconntsaJrs. that James came a little 
later. There is evidence that, later on, some of their 
Stafford relatives came to Giles County,Virginia, from County 
Tyrone,Ireland. - _ 

The -port of entry was Philadelphia,Pennsylvania, and 
according to tradition in Ireland, several of the emigrating 
brothers remained in Philadelphia for a sl1ort tin1e before 
proceeding west and south into Virginia. 

Giles County, Virginia is qui t-e mo1mtainous. In my juc1g.:. 
ment 7 it contains seine of the n1ost beautiful scenery j_n tl1e 
south,vestern portion of the State of Virginia. Big 1'lalker 's 
Creel{ and the Nev, River on whicl1 the county seat,Pearisburgj 
is situated, add considerably to its beauty. . 

Our pe9ple settled rnhstly along Big ~lallcer 's Creek,among 
rugged but beautiful hill country, with lovely valleys be­
tween- tree-clad hills and mountains. There is at least 
one mountain, in the nortl1ern portion of Giles County, 11hicl1 
attains a l1eigl1t of about 4000 feet above sea level. Tl1e 
climate is l1eaJ. tl1ful and invigorating. 

\·Jhen attending the Stafford Reunion in Virginia, I l1ave 
sometimes been asked why our people settled at first in such 
hilly country. 1~1y guess is tl1at, perhaps, tl1e countr3,side 
appealed to tl1em as somewhat resembling 1.vhat tl1ey l1ad left 
behind in County F~rmanagh,Ireland. 

Two women of the County Fermanagh Stafford family married 
men by the name of Jolmston, and t1'lo of the Stafford brotl1ers 
married women by the name of Eaton. In my 01-m. day, in. Coutj.ty 
Fermanagh, one of tl1e nearest neigl1bor fainilies v1as named. 
Johnston. I believe that tl1e Eatons 1,ere also County Fer- . 
managh people. Several of the Jolu1stons and Batons emigrated_ 
to Giles County, Virginia, 1-rhere a good many of tl1eir descend­
ants live today. 
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In the graveyard near Wesley's Chapel,at Trigg,Virginia1 
I hnve- found the name of IIetl1erington and, in the days of rJy 
youth, this family had living representatives in County Fer­
managh, quite near the old home place in Bohevny. Quite_ 
apparently, a group of neighboring families emigrated from 
west Fermanagh County to Giles County,Virginia, about the end 
of the eighteenth century. 

The names of Stafford1Johnston and Eaton predominate to­
da.y in and a.round "tl1e Ir1sl1 settlement" at Trigg, Virginia. 
The Staffords in that locality have intermarried frequently 
with Johnstons and Eatons. 

Trigg is situated a short distance east of the village of 
Staffordsville,Giles County. It contains only a few houses . 
a store and a lJost office, and a l-1ethodist cl1urch,lmo,•m as __ 
11esley 1 s Chapel. Tl1is cl1urch is a part of the Eggleston Cir­
cuit, on the Taze,.rell District of the I-Iolston i,ietp.odist Con­
ference. - This is the churcl1 tvhich, wi tl1 its adjoining grounds, 
is used for the annual Stafford Iteunion in Virginia. 

Staffordsville is a. small neighboring village,on a l1igh 
bluff above Big \iallrer I s Creek. It contains a l-ietl1odist 
church, also a Cl1ristian Cl1urcl1. A sl1ort distance to the east 
of Staffordsville, on steeply rising ground, above tl1e creelr, 
end adjacent to the Hoge Robertson farm,there is an old bury­
ing ground t·1l1ich contains the remains of son1e of the ear1ie~t 
Stafford emigrants. . 

The diary of the Rev. George W. Stafford, a pioneer min­
ister of the }TortlTt·rest Indiana Conference of th.e lviethodist 
Church, a copy of in1ich I possess, tells of a visit he mnde, 
as a young rnan, to this burying gro1ll1d, lThere he stood anc1 
reflected upon his ancestry ru:id thought of his cousins across 
tl1e sea in County Fermanagl1, Ireland. IIe 1-ras a contemporary 
and second cousin of n1y great-grandfatl1er James Stafford, 11110 
built tl1e house in 1-rhich I 1-1as born. Several times, I have 
stoocl in tl1e abovementioned bur3ring ground and thought also 
of my ltinfollc on tl1e otl1e_r side of the Atlantic 0cem1. 

V 
VIRGINIA !\TOTES 

The number of my relatives in southl·Testerf:l Virg~nia is 
multi tuclinous. For tl1e _most part, tl1ey ar·e descended from 
Ralpl1, Edvrard and Jolm - brotl1ers of my _great-great-grand­
fatl1er, T11on1as Stafford. 

I mention l1ere only a fev1: 
Chester Jefferson Stafford,Conunont·realtl1's Attorney,Giles 

County, Virginia is 1-1ell-Jmo,·m. His fatl1er, tl1e late James ~. 
Stafford, was Clerk of Education of Giles County and a leading 
citizen. IIe '\11as active in organizing the first Stafford Re­
union i11 Virginia, v1l1ich is nolr an annual n.ffnir. He c1ied 
shortly before ny first attendance at the Reunion, ro1d it is 
a matter of great regret to me tl1at rTe vrere unable to l1ave 
fello,-rship togetl~er and chat about frunily n1atters in ,v-l1icl1 
he was deeply interested. Follovdng in his footsteps, his son, 
Chester, is not·1 master of ceremonies at tl1c · am111al Stafford 
Reunion. 
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Chester's uncle, Frank Stafford,lives on a farm at Sugnr 

Run, near Staffordsville,Va. Frank's daughter,Elizabeth,(Nrs~ 
Charl.os Cook Eaton),. lives in Staffordsville, and his daughter, 
Malissa, (Mrs. Dan Eaton),lives in Pearisburg,Va. That brings 
the Stafford-Eaton affinity up to date. 

t'.'11en in Staffordsville, I stay ,d th my cousins, Eula ru1d 
Hoge Robertson. IIoge's _wifet.Eula 7 is a daughter of Jnmes Staff·­
ord, who married Eliza~eth John.ston. She is therefore a 
descendant of my great"great-uncle Ralph Stafford,and is my 
third cousin. The Robertsons possess the Johnston family Bi bj_e, 
which gives the record of that closely Stafto~d-related family 
back to the time of emigration from Fermanagh County1Ireland. 

I believe that Charles Cook Eaton, who lives beside the 
Methodist church at. Staffordsville1Va.,has extensive records 
concerning the Eaton family. His wife,Elizabetht has extensive 
records of a good many or the Giles County Stafrords. . 

Dr. John E. Manahan, professor or history at Radford,Va •. 
college, is a Stafford relative. He -has specialized in genen• 
logical matters. He told me recently· that he has records of 
the County Tyrone Staf'fords 1 \'thich he obtained direct· from 
Ir~land. .. He has an uncle, -che Rev. Henry A. Manahan, who is a 
minister in the Detroit Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church. 

John R. Stafford a banker of Bland, Va., with whom I· am 
personally acquainted, is a descendant or my great-great-uncle, 
John 1who was the· ancestor of one of the Indiana branches of 
the t.tarrord family. 

The Harry B.Peters frunily ~s generally well represented 
at the Stafford Reunion at Trigg,Va. Harry married my fourth 
oousin,..Annie Stafford of Giles County, and they have seven 
children. liost of them live in Virginia, but I<enneth is a. 
teacher of mathematics in Winston-Salem,N.C. Their mother, . 
Anpie:, is the daughter of John Rutter Stafford, 1-1ho died in 
1924. She is a sister of the late Rev. Monroe·Edward Staff~ 
ord, who was a 1-Iethodist minister. Her brother,James Michae·l, 
had two sons ,Luther and Clifton, both of v1hom I have met. · 

Emory Stafford, of Trigg 1Va., vn10 has frequently led the 
singing at the Stafford Reun1on,is ,-,ell-knovm. to me. I have 
also met his father. 

Mrs. Dail~y Stafford, whose maiden name v1as Johnston,is 
regular in her attendance at the Reunion,in w·hich her late 
husband took a prominent-part when living. Two of her sons 
are excellent singers and c.ontribute to the musical program 
at the Re-union. 

Mrs. Franlc Stafford,of Berton, Va., widow of the late Frank 
Stafford, is a regular attendant at the annual Reunion, Her 
maiden name was Hetherington, she being a descendant of the 
County Fermanagh family of that name. 

In 1951, at the R~union in Trigg, I met a Chris Stafford, 
,vho was then 85 years. of age. He says that he is a descend­
ant of my great.-great-uncle Edivard Stafford. · 

· What I have written in this 9hapter gives only the merest 
hint of the multitude· of "cousins" tl1at gathers annually at 
i~tesley's Chn.pel,Trigg,Virginia 1 - a rural spot i1hich to me is 
sacred ground. 



G:dra- curricular Jea,,cAing in a. country J>a.ris{ School 
go ye.ar.s 0-90 

.:.•,, 

:.::_..s; . . .. : ·. 

;;•~. 

~~;·~~.~z>.· .. 
~· .~.._;._.-:.": •.· . . •,. . .. :·· 

/ ".:::1·\_-/:: .. ~ : /":::_i. ·- ._' · .. -~ 

<-~:1~-- ,\ 
.f !t\i\1~;\.,,•· .. *-·.";-~,-•.r,;t:••·.:: ... '.,;: .:~. ..··.b··~·.·•·· .. :~~.~·•·. ·.~••••·•·•·•··.; .... :· .. ~·. · .··"" r:··. ·· · 
.· •··"c,, · .• .. A •..• ~.a.: .. • ... .iiAllt.,;i' • ... ··· ~· . J ~-l~ Y;.;. li t..• 
\it:~t'::·. \¾•t·•• •. •-·_•·:) ···•.;)C .• c.;.•i/·'.·.· .. ·: ...•.•• ):··••:))'.··;::;•·• ·.·-,•:··· ... ·i · ..•. -.•... f .·. ·;;. :••.(· <-••:·:_.· ··.· .. ·······: .• _.~.•··· ... •/{ti. ···· . 

. > ,1\;t,J .. , fU.Efll .· .. PI\AC'1 11.:\lr .. ·, .... ·. > : : 
·.•. ·. .· :~· :,: ' .. ~. . . .... . 

<•);tL···_··•:,~· •. :.· · ..... -::.~~:·· 

lit,~, ~·iQ~,t~:!JllrYl1! · 

THE·ART OF WRITING 
AND PRINTING 

WITH A COURSE ON EUCLID'S ELEMENTS 
OF PLANE GEOMETRY 

WITH GIBSOrJ & TROTTER 1 S 
TREATISE* LAND SURVEYING 

AND THEIR PRACTICAL 
utility 

PROTRACTING & MAPPING 

PRACTICAL 

ARITID'1ETid & MENSURATION 

By 
\ITLLIAM DALY 

of Drumheriff L COUNTY~FERMANAGH, near 
!!;IiNI SKILLEN 



17 
VI 

THE BEtfNAN'T Ii'T I BELAND 

As mentioned in Chapter II, my grent~grent-grrndfnther, 
Thomas Stafford, ,,ras the son of· Jolm Stafford ru.1d his ·wife, 
1~1argnrot Brunt, 9otl1 of Stnffordsl1ire;Englru1cl.. 

Thomas, v1l10 married Bnrbnra Ir·win, ·w-rts the fntl~cr of 
seven children nruned ns follovrs: Jolm,Jn.mes,1'Tancy,Ec11-1ard, 
Irwin,Ja.rrett,thomas. Of these,Jrunes was my great .. grnnclfc..thcr. 

To my great ernndfo.ther ,Jrunes Stafford, nnd · his 'tlife, 
1w-101"e born nine children, nruneq · as follo1:1s ~ .John J runes, Andrc,·r, 
Thomas,N1ID.cy,Elizabeth,Jarrott,Ir~dn, Edward. '.bie similarity 
of these nrunes to tl1ose in the fnrnilies tl1nt 1vent to Virgl11in, 
Ohio ond Inclinna is notnble. Of tl1.e nforenrunccl fmnily of n1y 
great gr nndf atl1or, James Stafford, Tl1oma.s vu1s rny })nternal gr ru1cl­
f n ther, 1r1ho rn..~.rried Catherine vlnterson, the lntte1" o.. cot1sin 
of my mnternnl grnndmother ,iutry l'lnterson ( vTife of vJillic.in 
Dcly, my maternal grnndfnth.er). 

I remember all four of my grnndpo.rcnts very ,-,ell ond 
loved m1d respected them nll. Grondfn.tl1cr Dnly lrns the 1na.ster 
of vn Episcopal pnrisl1 school, as v-rell ns nn c:q)ert surveyor 
and drnughtsmm1. I1e ,vns u,,rnrded n ci tntion by Lord Erne for 
distinction us n tcacl1er. Tl1e picture 011 tl1e yrcc~di11g 1Jt1{;C 
sho,vs n list 110 mndc vrhon n yo11ng n1r'11, indicating soine of 
his teaching speciclfics. It ,·rrts done i,ith n ho111c-mnde cro,·r's 
quill p~n ?Jld homo-made lQmpblnck inlr. Grnndfn.tl1cr, Tl1omns 
Stnfford, 1r-1ns n sk:illec1 smith. IIe l1nd a. lreen mind and llD..S deep­
ly interested in the politicnl controversies of his d~y. On 
Sunday, 110 dressed like n l-ictl1odist proccl1er, and 1r1ns qui to 
cnpnble of preaching or holding n revival on occasion. 

~1y grnndfntl1or Tho1nas Stnfford,o.nd l1is uif0,Cr..tl1crino 
Wnt9rson, 110.d eigl1t children, i'll10 1-1ere nruncd as follo,-.rs: 

Mary Anno v1ho mnrried 
John " " 
Eliznbetl1 " " 
Jnn10s n 11 

Tl1on1ns (a bccholor) 

AndrevT Bro,·mlcc . 
Elizn.betl1 Jone Dt'J_y 
Jnmcs Mccourt 
Sc.rnl1 Jnnc Bra.don 

Jane n n Jru11os nock 
l\li t " " T 1:· 11 . D 1 J.•10..rgnrc / i .. _io..m r'.. y 
Cntl1crinc " " Al bcrt tiottcrshoo.d 

With the exception of John,(my f~thcr), cll mombo?s of . 
this lnst-11c.n1cd frunily of Stnffords c1nigr~tod oi tl1or to Ccn­
a.dn,Austrnlin or Nell Zeclnnd. Detc.iled information concor11-
i11g onch will be found in Cl1nptor X. 

To my fo.tl1er, John Stnfford, nnd his i1ifc, Eliznbctl1 Jrne 
Dcly, v1crc born: 

Thon1ns .Albert , .. ,110 married 
Ivlnrgarct Anna 11 rr 
llilliam j·o1m (n bncl1clor) 

1-'Ia.ry Anna FuJ.·lorton 
George H. Carson 

Evelyn Jnno (in10 died of rm nccidont nt ~go 6) 
Fred (\vl10 died in infmcy) 

For details concerning my sister, l'Inrgn.rot lfill.1n, (l1irs. 
George H. Cnrson), nnd my lntc brotl1cr \·lillinm John, r;cc Cl1np.X •. 
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My wife, Ma.ry Anna Fullcrton,wns born nt Rockmncrconoy, 

Richhill County Armngh 1IrolDJ:1d. On ~er mother·• s side, sl10 is 
dosccndeJ from the Ussl'1or frunilyi" onQ of v1hom wn~ tl10 frunous 
scholnr,Archbishop Jrunes Usshor( 581-1656) ,Primate of tho 
Church of Irolond (Episcopnl), ,·rho devised n long-t1sod ch.ronol­
ogy of the Bible. James Usshcr 1s unclc,Honry Usshor,(1550-
1630), ,.rns oJ..so Archbishop or· Arma.gl1 nnd ,.,hilo in tl10..t office, 
he obtcl.ned the charter for Trinity l:ollogc,Dublin,Irolnnd(J.592). 

r-iy ,'life I s mother I s nnmc vrns Bnrrctt,doscondod fro1n n titled · 
frunily of that nnmo,nuthorizcd to bcnr n cont of nrms, vn1ich 
is ono of the most beautiful in Irish hornldry. 

I crune to liinnesotn from Drogl1edo.,Irolru1d,w-I1crc I-110.d 
lmovm l~iiss Fullerton for scvornl years. I \'Tns nppointcd pQstor 
of n church in St:ndstone,Minnosota, in the Fnll of 1906. We· 
\verc mnrried in the City or li!ontronl,Quobcc,Co.nndo.,11~y 30,1907. 
Aftcr\'u1rds, vre served in l-I9tl1odist churches at Pnynosvillc, 
Li tchficld- nnd ?-ionticcllo - nll in tl1c Sto.tc of }Iinncsota. 
In tl10 Ftll of 1952, I shell l1nvc completed forty six years .. 
in tho ministry of Tho Methodist Church in the United Stntc~. 
vli th the exception of .cloven yonrs in tl1c pnstorn-cc, tl:10 ro­
maindor of my service l1ns boc11 connected ·with pension ~dmi11istr­
ntion ns n dcnominntioncl executive of TI10 J:✓ictl1odist Churcl1. 

Sl1ortly nftor I left Irclnnd, in tho Fnll of 1906, my 
sistcr,1-:nrgnrat, nnd brother vlillic.m Jolm sold tl10 l1omo place 
in Bohevny,County Formonngl1,Irolcnd nnd vrcnt to Ce11ndn. 

La.toly, onothcr c .. djoining fnrm 110..s been p11rcl1a.sod by n 
:fv.mily no.med Sl1cridon ·who also 1Jurcl1nscc1 our old l1omo pln.cc. 
Recently, tl10 substnntic.l dvrollinghousc built by my grant 
grnndfnthcr,Jruncs St~fford, has hnd n htlf storey nddcd on 
top. of the originnl t\·10 storeys; tl10 roof hes boon sla.tod ond 
the interior modernized. 

A short distnnco to the wost,nlso in tho Townlmid of . 
Bohevny, there still rcmnins my second cousin Andrew Stnfford, 
vrho is descended from Andrei:, Stafford~ n brother of m)' grm1d,­
fnthor, Thomns Stnfford. Cousin Andrew's lino of descent is 
as .foJ.101·1s: Andrcvr Stnfford married Mary Corretl1ers, ru1c1 tl1oir 
son 7 Ed1rnrd St~fford, 1:rho ·mnrriod Eliznbotl1 Pnrlcer, ·was fQtl1cr 
of the follolring no.mod fo.mily: 

An.drc,,r v1ho mc.rricd Mn.rgnrot Boyer (2 cl1ildrc11) 
J.vio.ry Ellen 11 u Robert l\1orrison (4 " ) 
Robert 11 " lm1y Cull (3 u ) 
Eliza.both Jnncn 11 t'lillinm Blnc1;: (l~ " ) 
Tl1omns " " · Annie tinrcus (2 " ) 
Lenn " -rr Thom['_s uulre (3 " ) 

Tl10 nforomcntioncd six St~fford co11sins ,voro n.11 v1oll 
lmo,m to mo in youtl1. Androv1 still li vos in Bohevny 't'li t11 
his family. Tho other five frunilios nrc scattered in·vnrious 
pln.cos in Northern Ireland. I correspond regularly 11i tl1 
cousin Andrc,1 1vho, in 1951, ,vas 77 yonrs old. I-Iis mother, 
\·rhom I remember vroll, li vod to be c.bout 85 yours of c.go .. IIis 
fo..tl1cr ,Ec1l1a.rd, died n.bo1..1t a.go forty. 

. I rcmon1bor my grnnd-unclo,Jcmcs Stnfford, brotl1cr of my 
pn.ternal grru1clfntl1cr., Tl1omns. IIo li vod in a noigl1boring ToHnlnnd 
nruncd Corno..ho,:1la. IIc. mnrriod Isnbclln Fallis end tl1cy l1nd tl10 
foll·o,,dn.g nruncd cl1ildrcn: Jolm, vlillimn,Robort,chnrlos,Fc.llis, 
}1nrg~rot,Isnbclla,Alico. For sornc yonrs, my grnnd unclc,Jnmos, 
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lived at a place called Ballyyard,in County Tyrone,(pronounc­
ed, Tire-01;m). So far as I lmo1-1, most of tl1is family l1as pass­
ed a1-1ay. 

In my youth, I ,vas very much attached to a cousin named 
John Stafford, son of Thomas Stafford and l1is 'l·rife,lviary Elliott. 
They lived on a Bohevny farm adjacent to ours. John had a 
brotl1er namecl llilliam and a sister named Jane. Jolm rs r11otl1er 
remembered 1•1ell the terrible Irish famine in 1846,and sl1e used 
to tell v1eird tales about .starving peasants coming to l1er 
father ts place for food. She had a remarl-cable ·memory, 1·1hicl1 
continued to be lceen even in old age. Her son,Jolm,came into 
possession of the books from a discontinued parish library. . 
He l.fas an unusually v1ell-read man for a farmer, and a very inter­
esting conversationist. :His library and the collection of :~ 
good bool,cs at my o,m. l1ome ai'rakened early 1ny taste for good 
literature. In fact 7 I l1ad read a good many of tJ.1e poems of 
the major English poets before attainment of age fourteen, 
and some history and general literature besides. 

VII 
'THE IffiI\JTlTCICY BFWTCI{ 

Ralph Stafford, of Giles County, Virginia, brother of my 
great-great-gr.andfe .. ther, Thomas. Stafford, of Fermanagl1 Co1..111ty, 
Ireland, l1ad four cl1ildren by l1is ·wife Jane ("Jeann) r:ane. 
They were named as follows: 

John who married 

James 
Ralph 

ft 

n 
n 

" 

(1) r,1ru1cy liunse3r 
( 2) Mary l\1oll ett 

Abigail Davis 
(1) Elsie Duncan 
(2) l\fary Terpin 

Tamsey rr " Nathan Mollett 
Of the aforementioned four children,James moved from 

Giles County,Virginia to Johnson County,K~ntucky, and settled 
at Paintsville, tl1e count3r seat. Jrunes l1ad a son named Jolm 
vtho marriecl Calista 1Jott. To tl1em -vrere born tl1e follov-Ting 
children: William, Ralpht Thomas, James, Jesse,Francis Marion, 
Malissa, Jane, Irene Lyctda, Lucina. 

Francis lvfarion Stafford ,-ras 11amed after the famous 
Revolutionary :·Tar patriot a.:nd l1ero of South Carolina. Francis 
Marion Stafford married lviariette Hager Lavender, and to them 
were born fourteen children in Paintsville,Kentucky. They 
were named as follo,-1s: Araminta (ttl{l11ta"), Calista, vlillia..m, 
1'·1ary Francis, Ella Beatrice, I-Iattie, Cora, T11omas Sandford, 
Carrie, Dora, Etl1el, Eclt.ia, l1ay, De vlitt Tal.n1age (named after 
the Famous preacher of Brooklyn,N.Y.) • 

. Minta Stafford married a man named Lyon, and after his . 
death, she married a nan named Wheeler. There are four child­
ren by tl1e first marriage. 
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Thomas Stafford married Sallie Ramey and they have one chjld. 
Carrie Stafford married the Reverend Monr9e &l'\'r~rd Stafford, 

a native of Giles County,Va. ,and.a tietl-:iodist minist~r. As 
apparently- 14onroe '4Tas descended from my great.-.great-uncle 
Ed,,rarcl, and Carrie from my great ... great-uncle Ralph, tl1_ey vrere 
related as fourth cousins, and their children, the Rev. Gnrla~d 
Reid Stafford,Lewisville,N.c.,,Na.11ian Rebekah Stafford, of 
Abingdon,Va., Virgini?- !Cathleen -S~afford,of Nashville,Tenn~, 
are my fourtl1. cousins "dnce removed, rr on both the .fatl1er 's c:md 
the mother 's side. So far as I lmovr, I have only one other 
set of rrdouble cousins, r, They re~ide in Canada. 

· Dora Stafford married John La Spears. There are three 
cb.ildren v1l10 were born of tlus uhion. 

&lna Stafford married Fred F. Sn1i tl1. Tl1ey l1ave tt-10 sons 
and one daughter. Stafford S¢ tl1 is a teacl1er. Fredericlr 
Smith is a Methodist minister in} tl1e Ohio Confere11ce. l'-fartl1a 
Mary Smith works in tl1e Sixtl1 u.:S.Regional Office of the 
Givil Service Commission in Cincinnati,Ohio. 
. . May F. Stafford has a resl)onsible position in tl1e Unlted 
~tates Army,Finance ·cen~er ii-1· ~·~til:1,t·Louis,lio. 

Of the survivors- of tl'li?- la;rge family, I knov.f personally 
only-three: Carrie, ~a, 11ay F~- Minta, Mary, aa, Hattie, 
Coral.. Dora and Eth:el are deceased •. 

1neir father, Francis 1'1:ar:t.onSte,fford 1t1as an influential 
farmer and o~med a large acreage.adjacent to Paintsville, 
K~ntucky. Their motlier was an excursive reader, ,vi.th a keen 
mind. She li vedt-o attain ninety years of age. 

The family, as- is typical of Stafford families, l1as made 
a good record for i tse~f, through many· co11tributio11s to t11e 
c.ommonweal. 

Gen··erally, tl1e name Stafford, wherever we find it, stands 
for good character, good citizenship, honest worl:, and a 
wholesome outlook on life. 

VIII 
THE OlIIO BRAfICH 

One of -the four brotl1ers of ruy great-grec:~t-grandfatl1cr, 
Thomas Stafford, v1as nan1ed James. He married Nan:cy Eaton of 
Fermanagh County,Ireland. Probably sl1e ,-Tas a sister of l .. Iar­
garet Eaton., t-1ho married my groat-grea·t-uncle,Eclward Stafford. 

James Stafford and his ,,dfe,}lancy .Eaton were rn.arried in 
I+eland,and came to Giles County,Virginia. They had a family 
of eleven children named as follo\'1s: 

Joseph \·rho married Mary Saylor 7 cl1ildren 
Naney " " Daniel I-Ioge 
Catherine " rt Vlilliam If.d tchell 9 " 
Ecl1,rard " u IG.ssiah 1'ii tcl1ell 
?-'Iargaret " tr (1 )l.fi.chael \Altll-ian1s 

( 2) I saial1 Gi vons 
Catl1erine Falr 12 
Frederick l'lilliains 
Catl1erine Saylor 9 " 
Ralph Stafford 

George 
Jane 
Ralph 
Susan 

it 
n 
rr 
rt 

n 
IT 

" 

n 
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Thomas ·who married CatherL'le Willian1s 14 cl1ildrei1 
James " " Sarah Hoge 7 a 

Fevr birth dates are available, bt1t as '\tle lm.ov1 that Jan1es 
was born in 1787, and Thomas in 1780, and George in 1769, it 
is not improbable that ri1ost of the family vras born in County. 
Fermanagh, Ir el and. . . 

Note the remarkable interlocking of family tics: 2 Staff­
ords married 2 Hoges·(this name is pronounced Hoag)}; 3 Staffords 
married 3 Williams; 2 Staffords married 2 Saylors; 2 Staffords 
married 2 ¥J.itchells; Susan Stafford married her cousin Ralpho 

The father and mother of the abovementioned family 1 James 
and I~ancy Eaton Stafford are buried in Giles Cot111ty1 Virginie.. 

· The family set-tled along a river lmovm as Big vlatker 1s 
Creelc, in Giles County, Va., in 17S5, and remained there until 
the Fall of 1811, when nearly all of them,except the father 
and mother ,went- to Obie. .· 

Their westward trsl~ follovred tl1e course of the I'Ie,-1 Ri_ver, 
then tl1e Great ICanawl1a River to the point ,~,here it emptj_os 
into the Ohio Pd ver. Tl1ey follov1ed the Ohio PJ. ver to Galli­
polis, \'There_ tl1ey crossed it and continued in a northl-1esterly 
direction until theyreacl1ed the v1estern portion of ,-,hat is 11ol"T 
Clark County,Ohio. Some settled in the eastern portion of 
Miami County,Ohio. Re.lpl1 had preceded the rest of tl1e fan1ily 
by about a year. Records seem to indicate that one of the 
brothers (Edward) rem~ined tn Giles County,Virginia. 

To trace the very_numer9us descendants of tho above~entton­
ed fanrl.ljr of n1y great-great-uncle Jrunes is quite bcyo11d the 
scope of the present attempt. A ,veal tl1 of details is on re­
cord in the book compiled tv1entyfive years ago by tl1e late 
Horace \v.Stafford,of Springfield,Ohio. Unfortunately, copies 
of it·are not to oe obtained easily today. 

Tl1ere are nov-1 only a fei.·1 Stafford families left in and 
aroµnd New Carlisle, Ohio. Harley Stafford, Bro~ming Stafford, 
¥1rs. Ida Stafford ('indo,~,), of }Tew Carlisle, 0l1io 7 and Walter 
Stnfford,Tippecanoo City,Ohio, constitute the remnant. 

I find that there are only throe Staffords listod·at pres­
ent·., in tl1e Springf'ield, Ohio, telephone directory; nrunely, 
Crate -Stafford; IIarry R. Stafford; John N. Stafford. .. 

Tho record shows that many of the Ohio Staffords wore 
capable businessmen 1 doctors, la-i,,ycr s, etc. The Ohio Branch 
of the Stafford fronJ.ly produced such men as -Major General . 
Frederick ltimston, of the Uni t·od States Army·, ,vho ,-ras n desc·o'1d-
nnt of Jomes Stafford 1:1110 married Snrah Hoge. . . 

The Staffords, lid tel1011 s mid Blncks vrero ncnrlJr nll ?;fetl1od­
i sts·, onc1 ,-rere tl1e joint founders of the McICendree liiethodist 
church on tho ChristiD.nsburg Circuit,in the Cincim1nti(now 
the Ohio) Conference of the Motl1odist Cl1urch. I undorstnnd 
thnt tl10 McKondrco church is no\11 n comn1uni ty church. Unfor-
tunately, the building iiins ·gutted by fire in December 1951; . 
1 t is in process of being rebuilt. I believe thr~t the Cl1ristinns­
burg C-ircui t· was tho first served by tho ln.to Dr. Ernest 
Fremont Tittloi of Evrmston,Illinois •. 1-Io ,vns its pnstor from 
1908 to 1910. At the time of his donth Dr. Tittle wns one of 
the most distinguished preachers in this country. He used to 
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spealc vii tl1 me sometimes. about my Ohio ldnfolk, v1hom he l1ad 
lmo~m and served as a young Methodist minister. 

Mary L. Hoge Bruce(Mrs Robert Bruce), of Cincin,.~ati,Ohi9, 
is a descendant of the Giles Co,mty,Va. Staffords. She has . 
written some beautiful poetry, much of it included in a vol­
ume entitled1 "This High Hour,'-' published-in 195'0 by tl1e 
Talaria Publishing Company of Cincinnati. I have read it with 
great pleasure. (See Sta.fford-IIoge Connection in tl1e Appendi::). 

Roger B,Stafford, 856 Leader Building,Cleveland, is a dir­
ect descendant of my great-great-uncle,James Stafford, and is 
my fourth cousin. IIe is tl1e editor of SUPER SERVICE ST.A7I01I, 
a widely· circulated trade paper, publisl1ed by tl1e Irving-Cloud 
Publislµng Company of Chicago,Illinois. I-Ie vras born near Ire,-, 
Carlisl:e,Ohio, and lmows a good many of the Ol1io relatives. 
He has visited our home in· Evanston Illinois. -

One can only rejoice and be jusily proud of tl1is g_1"eat 
Ohio clan of Staffords, which has contributed so much.in good 
citizenship to the welfare of the Republic, and in loyal 
churchmanslup to the 1'1ethodist Cl1urch. · 

If our first known lineal ancestors, John Stafford and 
Margaret Brunt,of Staffordshire,England can novr bel1old,from 
the abode of the blest, their progeny spread upon the face of 
the earth,they can hardly fail to experience a magnificent 
thrill for, lilce tl1e great patriarch of tl1e I{ebrevr peo1)le, 
through tl1eir children a great multitude l1as been blessed. 

Part of the purpose in writing this booklet is that at 
least some of the living Staffords,and. their blood relations 
,.,i tl1 other surnames ,may experience tl1e thrill of sucl1 vast 
kinship. 

I1~ 
TI-ill TvJO INDI.Al'TA BRANCIIES 

There were tv10 separate migrations of our people from 
Virginia into the State of Indiana. Tl1e first v1as tl1e family 
of Thomas Stafford, vn10 was born in County Fermenagh,Ireland, 
in 1779. Ife v1as the son of my great-great-uncle,Jolm Staff­
ord, and my great-great-grandfather,Thomas, ifl10 remained in 
Ireland,was his uncle. . 

Thomasj with 11.is 1:1ife,Rutl1 Neel,moved from Giles County, 
Virginia to Fountain County ,Indiana" in 18320 I-Ie lived near 
.Attica,Ip.diana until his de·ath in :its44. 

The second migration was that of Ralph Stafford Jr. 1who 
was the grandson~of my great-great-uncle James Stafford,of 
Giles County,Virginia. He was the son of George Stafford 
and Catherine Fair (mentioned in the previous chapter).Ralph's 
parents moved to Clark County,Ohio in 1811, \vl1en l1e 1,-1as about 
five years old. He married Jane Black in 1815,and they moved 
to Delavrare County ,Indiana in 1835. · 

From the above account it will be obvious that these two 
families were closely related. 

I have collected a considerable amount of data on the 
descendants of the abovenamed Thomas and his wife Ruth Neel 
who was born in Giles County,Virginia. They had ten children 
named as follows: Elizabeth; Lewis B.; Jolm; William N.; 
Alexander; Minerva; Granville; Oscar F.; Mary A.(married Snarp); 
George w. 



23 

George W.(Washington) Stafford was licensed to preach in 
the first Methodist meeting house in Staffordsville,va. The 
present Methodist church.in Staffordsville stands on the sar1s 
site as the one in which he vras licensed. He became a ministE'.'.r 
of the Northv1est Indiana Conference of tl1e 1'1ethodist EpiscopaJ. 
Church. He married Pachel Stitt,the daughter of Ju4ge Stitt. 
She 1:1as educated in Thornto,,111,Indiana Academy·, the p~incipal 
of which at that time was John H. Ridpath, the ,-rell-lmo·wn 
historian of the United States. . 

The childre11 born to Rev. George w. Stafford and bis 1i1ife, 
Rachel, ,~,ere named as follows: CharlesW.;James T.; John M.; 
William A.; Sarah Alice; George W. Jr.; Robert Oscar; Charles 
O.; F.dwin A.; Mary R.; Rachel E. Their father purchased a 
farm just outside the corporate limits of Crawfordsville, 
Indiana and lived there until his death. 

George vl. Jr. and his sister Mary lived on the old home 
place until their death. I visited them tl1ere many years ago, 
and i:re had a most enjoyable time tall.r~ng over fan1ily matters. 

Edwin was a physician and surgeon and, if I remember 
correctly, ·a graduate of Rush Medica.l College,Chicago. I 
visited him and his vrife in Snohomish,Washington, a good many 
years ago. -IIe 1r1as then the President of tl1e Wasl1ington Sta_te 
Medical Society, and a fine outstanding citizen. He b0re a 
~triking resemblance to my father in appearance and voice -
a fact v1hich startled me,when 1ve first met. Apparently Staff­
ord family traits are very tenacious. Both he and l1is ,,life 
died without issue a good many years ago. 

Rev. Jrunes T, Stafford ru1d l1is brotl1er Rev. John l"i. v1ere 
both members of the Northwest Indiana Conference of tl1e lv1etb() . .1.­
ist Episcoi:>al Church. Jolm M. died"t. August 5 ,1899 and James :::\! 
died October 24,1908. Their brother,William A.,who lived 
11ear Cral'1fordsville,Indiana ,,,as the fa.ther of t110 children, 
Charles O. and Odis A. 

Odis,v1hq married Lulu Dice, lives in Cra,·lfordsville,at 
present, and they recently happily celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of their ,-redding. Tl1ey l1ave fou.r cl1ildren (married. 
names in brackets): Alta (Khuen); Loreen (Albershardt); Frances 
(Sleight); Robert Eo 

Rev. James T. Stafford and hj_s 1·Tife l1ad three cl1ildren: 
Hattie; .Anna; John \v. 

Rev.John M. Stafford and his wife Virginia Kramer had 
seven children named as follov1s: 

Alma M. 
George K. 
Oscar W. 
Jolm Paul 
Mary Pearl 
Ann.a c. 

wl10 married 
,, tt 

u tr 

1t n 

Alta Vess 
Stella Bro,m 
El Fleda Ferris 
Virgil Sorrells 

Horace B.. n " Ethel Larson 
Alma lives in Cleveland,Ohio. 
George I(. ,who resides· in i'lest Lafa3rette Indiana, is the 

father of two children: Madge,wife of Col. tF.Harding; Mil­
dred, wife of A.H.Beck. The Hardings have three children. 
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Oscar \'lilliam lives in Cravlfordsville,Indiana. I!e is tl1e 
father of two children: Robert Ives Stafford,vn10 married Esther 
Fadely; Eleanor Kramer Stafford,who married Philip Ogden. 
Robert teaches in the high school at Warsaw,Indiana. Philip 
Ogden is· a mortician in East St. Louis Illinois. He is active 
in civic affairs in that city. I\fOTE: Oscar 1·1. died in February, 
1952. 

Rev. John Paul Stafford,Sr. was a pastor in the Rock Pdver 
Conference of The Methodist Church at the time of his death in 
1943. Previously he had served for a number of years lri tl1 
Sllift ru.1d Com1)any in public relations vrork. I!e ,_._,as ,;.1ellla10,m 
and mu .. cl1 beloved by me. :His vridow lives in San Diego,Calif. 
Their son,Rev. John Paul Stafford,Jr. has held impor~ant 
pastorates in the Rock: ru.ver Metl1odist Conference, and is a 
v1orthy re1'.>resentati ve of tl1is remarkable family succession 
in the Methodist ministry. His ministerial service·added to 
that of his direct forebears makes a total of 190 years of 
ministerial service. He n1arried Margaret Hormell of Cl1icago, 
and their happy parsonage home is blessed with four children 
named as follovrs: Ferris; Beth; Jeanne; Jolm Vlesley. Jol111 
Paul Jr. had a sister Rosemary, 1:1110 died in cl1ildhood. Fitting­
ly, a nRosemary Hour" service is helc1 annually in John Paul's 
church (Joyce Memorial Methodist) in Chicago. At this service, 
gifts are dedicated in memory of departed relatives and friends, 
the collection to be used for the benefit of destitute orphans. 
"It is a fello1i1ship of memorial love in benevolent action." 

Horace B. Stafford, vn10 married Ethel Larson,died recently 
in Allegan ,i"iicl1igan. T11eir daughter ,Mary Ruth (De1.·1ey), l1as 
t,vo cl1ildren. 

Tl1is account nearly exhausts my genealogical kno1-rledge of 
the Crai-rfordsville,Indiana branch of oil~ trj_be. I l1ave report­
ed it in considerable detail becat1se rJ.ucl1 of the above data.. 
is not i11 the book pr~pared by the late Horace vl.St~.fford of 
Springfield,Ohio~ to which I' have previously referred. 
. As has been mentioned before, the second migration of 
Staffords into Indiana \'las in 1835, 1.r1hen Ralph Str.fford Jr. of 
Clark County,0l1io moved to Delatvare County,Indiaria •. IIe ,·ras 
the grandson of my great-great-uncle,James Stafford, of Giles 
County,Virginia. 

Ralph Stafford Jr. , married Jane filacl~ of Clarl~ County 5 OI1io 
and they had the following named children: George A.;James E.~ 
John H.; vlilliam H.; Susan·. 

George 1·1as born in 1835. He married Sara.h Zainer. Tl1e3r l1ac1 
four children: David;Sarah· Roy; Enrrua. 

James E. vras born in 1i4o. He married Caroline Russell. 
They h~d one daughter,Laura Helen Stafford, who married Dr. 
u. Grant I-011,ers, a t-rell-lmo1:v11 pl1ysician of Albany,I11dianaCl 
When Dr. Powers retired from medical pr2ctice in Albimy, he 
and his 11ife moved to 2135 She1"man Avenue,Eva..riston,Illi11ois -
a fell houses north of my present reside11ce. Dr. Po1:1ers died 
a fev,years ago ai1d l1is 1·Tidov1,1·1ho is my fourtl1 cot1sin, is 
still our neigl1 bor. 1Ier de .. ughter C arol!7Il L .• , 1-vl10 _is m~rri eel 
to Ho,.,ard Acldesil1as t1-10 sons: Paul; Pl1illip. ~l1e Aclrles 
family lives in ~vanston,Illinois. 
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John H. Stafford ,?as born in 1842 and married Rachel Wal­

burn. They had no children-
William H. Staf"ford was born in 1848. He married Jennie 

KnoJt. They had t\vO children: Leonard, ( ,vho died in infru1cy); 
Norah, who married Everett St. John, of Albany 1Indiana. 

Susan Stafford i.ras born in 1855. Sl1e married Enoch v1itt, 
but died in 1879, after giving birth to a boy named Roy. 

This is a brief acc·ount of the second Stafford group of 
families raised in Delaware County,Indi~na - all of this 
second group being descendants of my great-great-uncle,Jamos 
Stafford,of Giles County,Virginia. 

The Staffords and macks vtere nearly all l1Iethodists .. 
John Black moved from Clark County,.Ohio to Dela1vare Cotmty, 

Indiana in 1837. Ile married Margaret {"Peggy0 ) Stafford, 
daughter of George Stafford Sr.,vn10 was born in Ireland. She 
was the granddaugl1ter of James Stafford, 11ho settled in Giles 
County,Va.~in 1785. 

John Blacl~ and his wife Peggy l1ad four children: Andrevr; 
Susan; George; Catherine. 

Susan mack married David Justice and they had four child-
ren: George; Margaret; Caroline; l1ary. . 

Mary Justice married Nelson Adams and their son, Wayman 
Adams is one of the most, distinguished of living American 
portrait painters. I sa-v, him give an excellent e:,d1ibition 
of his technique in the San Pedro Park Theater,in San Anto~io, 
Texas, in tl1e \·linter of 1949. 

Former United States Senator,C.Wayland Brooks, is a de­
scendant of the Delaware County,Indiana Staffords. 

l{rs.- C Elmer· (Lucy) Higgs,Rural Route #3, Brookville, 
Indiana is Stafford-related. She e.nd her husband visited 
Staffordsville,Virginia in the Summer of 1951 and met a num­
ber of their Virginia cousins. I-Ier father's mother i1a.s 
Lucinda Stafford Snyder,daugl1ter of Thomas Stafford, ·who vrent. 
to New Carlisle,Ohio from Giles County,Va. in 1811. Mr. Snyder 
was a native of Lebanon County,Pennsylvania and moved to Clin­
ton County,Indiana,near Frankfort. Mrs. Higgs is my fourth 

• cousin. 

X 
THE S~OND EXODUS 

The first ,,,ave of emigration of the County Fermanagh 7 
Ireland Staffords occurred in 1785, and l1ad as its goal tl1e 
highlands of south,festern Virginia. 

The second v1ave began about a century later and vlclS sce.tter­
ed widely over the far-flung British Empire, In consequence, 
it can no,·r be truly said the.t nthe sun never sets" on County 
Fermanagh Staffords and their relatives. 

My paternal grandfather,Thomas Stafford,of Bohevny,County 
Fermanagh,Ulster,Ireland was the patriarch of the second big 
emigrating family. · 

The follovJing account of his children and tl1eir descendants 
gives a fe,·J brief details a.bout each member of tl1is ,~ridely 
scattered family. 
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The eldest daughter, my aunt, Mary Anne Stafford, marr1ed 
Sergecnt :t.icjor Andre1-r Brov.nlee of tl1e 27th Royal Innisl{ilJ .. :!.~1~ 
Fusiliers, April 27,1882,after l1e returned from India,,,1l1c1.r(; 
l1e served 1:ritl1 a Leicestershire regirJent of infantry. He ·wo"J. 
the Queen's (Victoria) medal ·wi. th clasp in tl1e Afgl1an Cn.ra11r.i~:1 
of 1879. They l1ad t,.,o children. The eldest ,I-Iamil ton Plunl-:e t· ... 
Bro·wnloe, born May 30,1888 tis no1-1 tl1e Statistician ru1d Publici·::l 
Officer of the Province or Alberta,Canada. He has received· 
special connnendation from Princess Elizabeth, (no,·1 Elizabeth II), 
for his volume on ALBERTA recently published. IIis father· and. 
mother moved to Edmonton,Alberta in 1912. He died in 1935 and 
she died in 1920; they are buried at Clover Bar,Alberta. Ham­
ilton married Annie Edna .Richards of Edmonton,Alberta a~d they 
have two daughters: 

Beryl Kathleen Alice i.rho married Dr. r-Torman T. Bennett 
(4 children) 

Mary Elizabetl1 tt II Leon Wilson (3 chilclre11) 
Hamil ton l1ad a sister named Alice Elizabeth, ,v-110 died in County 
Ferr11anagl1,Ireland i11 19otf-,aged fourteen years. 

Iviy uncle Andre,., tool~ a very lceen interest in Bri tisl1 Em­
pire affairs,especially anything concerning India. His genial 
,-rife, my Aunt }1ary lfil11e, 1-ras a great favorite ,.,i tl1 all ·who 
kne,v l1er. 

Jolm(my father), like all the other members of the fam­
ily, was born in the old home place in Bohevny,Cotu1ty Ferman­
agl1, Ireland. He 1·1as a farmer and,like the otl1ers, a devoted 
Metl1odist.. He married ~izabetl1 Jane Daly ,daugl1ter. of an 
Episcopal parish schoolmaster. My father died Janu~ry 28,1902, 
at the age of 48, from virulent epidemic influenza .. :remarl:ably 
enough~his first and last serious illness, My mother was neve~ 
very s-cror1g physically. Sl1e l1ad a lceen mind and 'tvas in seveTal 
respects a rer.1arlcable ,-roman. Sl1e ,-ras exceedingly v1ell versed 
in the Bible and could preach a bit, or e,d1ort fluently,on 
occasion. Although raised an Episcopalian, after her·marriage, 
she becrune an ardent Metl1oc1ist. Sl1e died I:fovember 11:-,1905, 
at tl1e age of 50, from nepl1ri tis. Her four cl1ildren 1:,ere: 
Thomas Albert (myself); Margaret Alli"1.a; \Iilliam Jolm;Evelyn Jane. 

I 1,Jas born A1)ril 23 ,1885, and vras given tl1e second name of 
Albert because tl1e Prince of lvales(after'\'1ards Erllrard VIIt vras 
visi_ting Ireland on tl1at date. I i,ent to 1-'finnesota, S~pi:;ember 
1906 and was married to Mary Anna Fullerton, of Richhill, 
County Armagh,Ireland, at Montre1:1.l, Quebec May 30 1907. My 
sister,Margaret Anna, t·rent to Cmiada a li hie la-fer and married 
a forn1er neighbor fro1n Com-ity Fer111ar"1.agh, Ireland - George I-I. 
Carson. Tl1ey live on a farm at l\far,·1ayi1e ,Al berta,Cenada and 
have three daughters: 

Emily Katl1leen '\·1110 marriecl Tl1omas Stevenson 
Anna Elizabetl1 n II Leon Durance 
Florence Alice n " D.14.Acldison 
My brother, vlilliam Jolm, lost l1is life in tl1e Canadian 

Navy, in \lorld \var I, in a storm at sea. He l1ad been previous­
ly connected ,,r.t tl1 tl1e Canadian Pacific Steamsl1i1) Company. · 

My sister,Evelyn Jac.ie,died of an accident in Ireland,at 
the age of siJ: years. 
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Wife and I were blessed v1itl1 tlto children: Victoria Evelyn, 
who died at 2½ years of age from an accident; Grace Evangel~ne, 
who was born in Litchfield,Minnesota, November 7,1913. She is 
married to Chester H. Lunde an architectural draughtsman. Tfley 
live at 6718 North Olympia Ave.,Chicago. They have a baby girl, 
Anne Stafford Lunde, born April 5,1952. 

My father's sister,Elizabeth, went to Syclney,New South Wales, 
Australia and married James Mccourt (a former Irish neighbor)j 
who became Inspector of the police force of the City of Sydney, 
They were devoted and highly respected Methodists. Both died 
a good many years ago. Their only daugl1ter, Violet (Fry) ,cor­
responded with me regularly until her death a few years ago. 
Her widower husband,Leslie Fry, lives in a suburb of Sydney. 
There are three children in this family: Doreen; Ray; Gordon. 

Myuncle,James Stafford, "¥Tent to vlest Australia and was li v­
ing in Swanbourne, near Perth, ,vest Australia, at the time of 
his death about 1938. He used to correspond with me regularly. 
He marr·ied Sarah Jane Braden, of Lisbellav,,County Fermanagl1, 
Ireland, and they are survived by the following named children: 
Sarah JBn:~(Mrs. qeorge Kisey);Mary Annie; William (married 
Beatrice Allen) -- they have t,vo children. In recent years, I 
have had no correspondence with them. 

Uncle Thomas Stafford v1ent to Victor•ia_, Australia, as a 
young man. After a few years in Australia,he died somewhere 
near Ballarat. I never heard much about him,but believe he 
\-Tas engaged in mining while in Australia. 

Aunt Jane Stafford ,vent to I\Tew Zealand. Late in life,sl1e 
married a police officer named James Rock. If I recollect 
correctly, he came from Belfast,Ireland. Aunt Jane died a good 
many years ago in Devonport,North Island,New Zealand.At the 
time of her deatl1 she ·was a widow. Her pictures sl1otved l1er 
to be a woman.of unusually handsome appearance. She corres­
ponded 1-li th me until l1er death. Sl1e i·1as deeply religious. 
I still possess a 't'latch v1lu.cl1 sl1e sent from 1'le1:·1 Zealand to 
my father °t'Then he ,v-as a young man. 

Aunt Margaret ( "Maggie") Stafford left Ireland in tl1e 
Spring of 1889. Although I was only four years old at the time, 
I distinctly remember her going away. She end her younger sis­
ter,Catherine ("Cassie"), left on tl1e same day - destinatio11 
Edmonton,Alberta. 

Aunt· Maggie married my mother's brother,her cousin,William 
Daly, June 6 ,1889: he ,~as a farmer and coal mine ovm.er at 
Clover Bar,Alberta, a few· miles east of Edmonton. They raised 
the follo'Wing family, 1vl10 are my "double cousins 11 : 

*Georga who married Marian Conn 5 children 
*Fred " rr Beulah Edmonds 2 " 
Flossie 11 

" Harry Webb 3 " 
*Alice 11 " John Wesley Hosford 4" 
Margaret 11 n Thomas Moorhouse 3 " 
(deceased) 
Wiliiam(deceased) 

*Maude " " Clarence McElroy 2 11 

*Arnold " n Phyllis Tl1ompson 3 " 
Those marked witl1 an asterisl~ live in or near Edmonton, 

Alberta. 
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In 1951, John vlesley Hosford' s family ",as rated one of 

t-he four "lfiaster Famjlies 0 of Alberta, and granted a11 av1ard 
of $1,000.00 by the Alberta Ministry of Agriculture. The Hos­
fords oim a magnificent herd of one hundred registered Hol­
stein cattle. A Dominion of Canada agricultural e}rpert, 't'Tl1om 
I met one day on a Canadian train, paid a very high compliment 
to my cousin, \vesley l{osford. 

_Aunt ucassie 11 married a man named Albert 11otters11ead, a 
retired soldier of the British Army. They lived in Mmonton, 
Alberta and both have been decease~ for several years - she 
died Nov. 2,1948. The names of tl1eir children are as follo1:1s: 

Annie Elizabeth Jane v1ho married John George Scott 6 children 
Ernest He.milton II u Dorotl1y E0Holtl1us 2 n 
Alfred James Edv1ard n II Carrie M. 0 1Iviorro,v 2 n 

· Albert John Stafford 
Florence Alice 11 " John Arthur Loren 7' 11 

George Henry n n Eva G. Brooman 7 11 

Violet Viola 
James Frederick n " Margaret E. Watt 5 " 
Thomas Edvrard " " Helen T. Yopelc 3 rr 
All members of my pat~rnal grandfather's family are no,,,. · 

deceas·ed. Besides my fath~r, I lme,,,. only ?liar.y Aime, ~iargaret, 
and Catherine personally~ these three I visited occasionally 
in Canada. Ho,·1ever, I lmew all the others tl1rougl1 correspond-· 
ence, vri tl1 the exception of my uncle Tl1omas·, who died before 
I -v,as born. I am the fourth Tl1omas in my direct family line· 
from John Stafford of Staffordshire,England. The names John, 
Thomas, James, and Ed\Arard recur again and again ,..,itl1 amazi11g 
frequency in all branches of the family. 

The first time I visited my southern cousins at a family 
reunion in Virginia, I was asked by one of them, ?rno you have 
the Stafford crooked little finger on eacl1 hand?" Yes,I l1ave 
but not in marked degree. However,both the little fingers on 
my father's hands were markedly bent inward and my daughter 
Grace has this rather common family mark quite evidentlJ7 .lier · 
daughter Anne also l1a..s it. My people in Ireland often 1nention·ed 
this peculiar mark. Heredity is tenacious. 

Another thing I have closely observed: the Virginia Staff­
ords strongly resemble the Irish part of the ~ribe, both in 
physical appearance and personal characteristics. This is all 
the more remarkable ,vhen one remen1bers tl1at tl1e ttro branches 
of the family have been completely separated for somewhat 
more than a century and a half. · 

XI 
THE lITNISTRY AND OTHER PROFESSIONS 

When my great~grandfather,James Stafford, built a large 
dwellinghouse in County Fermanagh,Irelc1nd,a bedroom ,-,as pre­
pared for the use of intinerating Methodist qircuit riders. 
Nominally, the Staffords in County Fermanagh vrere members of 
tl1·e Church of Ireland (Episcopal). Ho't'.rever, tl1ey early becD.me 
devoted followers of the Rev. John Wesley. 

Mr. Wesley once preached not far from the old Stafford 
l1ome in Fermanagh, and aft·erwards 1•1ent to tl1e County tovm 
of Enniskillen where 2 according to his journal,ho was roughly 
treated by rowdies hired by the Episcopal rector. 
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Almost from the time of their settlement in Ferm~nagh the 
Staffords were d~eply interested in the Methodist movemcnte 
Several became Metl1odist class leaders. My paternal grand.ta-!-.11er 
Thomas Stafford, and my father,John Stafford, were both class. 
leaders. Preaching services were held at regular intervals 
in our home by Methodist ministers from the county seat,Enn~s-, 
ki}-len. The large farmhouse k:i tchen could hold about three 
dozen people. 

Raised in this r~nd or religious atmosphere,it ,-,as not . 
strange that I was early inclined to enter the Methodist min­
istry. My dear mother expressed to me,as one of her last 
wishes,the desire that I should become a Methodist minister. 
A year after her death, I emigrated to America in 1906, and 
fulfilled her wish by being 11admjtted on trial 11 in the Northern 
Minnesota Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Fortyfive 
years afterward I can say with assurance that I do not re-
gret'. tl1at adventure. The 'tvork of the ministry, both pastoral 
and administrative, has brought me much joy, deeply shared 
by my dear wife ,-,110s e love and support have meant sq mucl1 
to me throughout our long experience together in the vrork 
of the Kingdom of God. 

Naturally, I have been much interested in those of my 
kinfolk of the Stafford tribe, who have served in the ministry -
so far as I lmow, nearly all have been Methodist ministers. 

Rev., George w. Stafford, of the Northt-r~st Indiana Conference 
(Metl1odist), was a descendant of my great-great-uncle John 
Stafford1 He became a chaplain in the Union Army, in the vlar 
between the States. He left behind a very interesting diary, 
whicl1 is no1-1 in possession of Rev. John Paul Stafford,Jr. of 
Chicago, I l1ave a copy of it. Tvro of George vi's sons,James T. 
and John M. became ministers in the same Conference as their 
father. 

Rev, John M, Stafford had a son John Paul vrl10 entered tl1e 
ministry in the ~tbovementioned Conference. At tl1e time of l1is 
death in 1943, he was a member of the Rock River (Methodist) 
Confer:enc,e, He l1ad a vel'•y genial personality a.i1d I miss his 
companionship very much. His only son,,the Rev. Jolm Paul 
Stafford Jr, is aJ.so a member of the Rock River Conference, 
serving Joyce Memorial Church in Chicago. He has a charming 
family, I_.,baptiz,ed tl1e baby,John Wesley Stafford,on Sm1day, 
December 24,1950, and prayed in my heart that this dear boy 
might enter tl1e ministry too a11d be the fifth ii1 an unbrol:en 
line of devoted ministerial service. 

vlb.en I was a young Methodist minister in Minnesota, I 
heard that the Rev. Dr. Charles Lewis Stafford,president of 
Iowa Wesleyan College,Mount Pleasant Iowa,was a descendant of 
tl1e Ohio Bra.r.,ch of the Stafford famiiy, He 1-1as born i11 Cla..rl~ 
County,Ohio in 1844, and died in 1930, aged 86. I did not 
kn.oi, him personally. I understand that he vras higb.ly res1)e9ted 
and was, a capable administrator. , 

The Rev. Henry A. Manahan of the Detroit Methodist Con­
ference is descended from the Giles County,Virginia Staffords. 
He is,at present,serving as pastor of the Methodist church 
at Romeo ,Michigan. 
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The· Rev. John H~Dills Moass Lake, 1iashington, a retired 
member of tl1e Pacific Norihv1est (I\Ietl1odist) Conference, is 
descended from tl1e Giles County, Virginia Staffords. One of 
his Stafford ancestors crune from t11e County Ty.Tone ,Ireland 
br~nch of the family. He is now 86 and has vivid recollections 
of a long and useful 1ninistry. He has ,-r.ci tten a very interest­
ing account of the old \'!abash campmeeting grouncl in Giles 
County, Virginia. It v1as p1--inted in tl1e PEARISBURG VIRGii\JI.AJJ, 
a few years ago. He formerly belonged to tl1e }iethotlist 
Episcopal Church South, and his Conference merged with the 
Pacific Nortili.v1est Co11ference in the Unification of 1939. 

The Rev. Dr. J. Ste,iart Frencl-i of Bristol, Va. is descend­
ed trrom the Giles Coun_~y Stafford line. He is a retired mem­
ber of the Holston J\iet'bdist Conference and resides at Bristol, 
Va •. He served for a good many years as pastor of State Street 
Metlio.dist cl1urch. in Bristol, Va. He was a member of tl1e in1-
portant Judicial Council of The Methodist Church, and render­
ed distinguished·service in that capagity until retirement. 
~Jhenever he has dissented. fron1 the majority opinion j_n the 
Council, his vieirs l1ave been stated wi tl1 clearness ,evidence 
of sound reasoning, ru1d a baclcground of constitutional and 
"disciplinary" scl1olarsl1ip thc'..t reflect a keen mind. 

Rev. Monroe Edvrard Stafford 1t1as a member of tl1e. Wester11 
Virginia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
at the time of his death in 1914. lie was the son of John 
Rutter Stafford, and ,ras raised in Trigg, Va. . 

Rev. Monroe Edward Stafford's so11, Garlancl Reid Stafford, 
is a pastor in the Western North Carolina (Methodist) Con­
ference at Le,,1isville ,I\Jortl1 Carolina. IIe l1as re11dered dis­
tinguished service as a leader in rural church affairs in 
his State, and is nationally lmo1-m as editor of· t~e Methodist 
Rural Fellowship Bulletin. He serves a fine church in a 
prosperous farming section. of North Carolina. He is an ex­
celle11t and thougl1tful preacher and has a 1·linso1ne perso11ality. 
fiis vlife,Eliza..betl1, is an able helpmate in tl1e exacti11g du~ties 
of parsonage and parish. They l1ave t't-10 cl1ildren: Saral1;Eddy. 
Both have musical tQlent. sm;~ 

. Mr. and Mrs. Fred(Edna Stafford)~of·lpaintsville,l(entuclry, 
have a son,the Rev. Frederic!{ Smith, "rho is the Metl1odist 
pastor at vlest Mansfield,911io. IIe is reported to be doing 
good worh: tl1ere. Ilis 1notl1er is a descendant of tl1e I(entuclcy 
branch of the Stafford family. 

This slretcl1 exl1austs my lmo,rledge of tl1e preachers in 
our clan. I believe tl1::,_t tl1ere is a Ch11rch of God preacher 
i11 North Carolina, vrho is a Giles Cou11ty Stafford. Doubtless, 
there are other ministerial Stafford relatives about vrl1ich I 
shall be glad to receive infor1nation. 

In looking through Ohio records 1 I have observed the 
nan1es of a good r11any doctors, and not a fe,-1 la,,,yers and teach­
ers. All of these professions have also been represented in 
the other branches of the family, beginning in Virginia. 
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Some of OUT people,attained military d;stinction,notably 
11aj·or General Frederick Funston. He personally captured 
Aguinaldo, and tl1us ended tl1e vrar in tl1e Pl1illipine Islm1ds. 
So1ne of tl1e Staffords served in tl1e 1:lar of 1812. As l1nppe11ed 
in so many 1ddely distributed families of tl1at ti1ne some of 
our people fought on the Southern side and some on the Northern 
side in the War of 1861~1865. · 

One of the most distiniuished portrait painters in America 
is 't'layman Adams of Austin,Texas. He is a descendant of tl1e 
Delav1are County,Indiana branch of tl1e family • 

. I l1ave not enougl1 connnand of detailed information to 
write a separate chapter on the Staffords in these other pro­
fessions; suffice to say that our people have made an out­
standing contribution to tl1e life of America, of i:1l1icl1 1-Te can 
all be justly proud, and ,.,e ought to be keenly solicitous 
that our children will carry on under the ennobling influence 
of this great and honorable tradition. 

XII 
THE .AflNUAt REUNION I!f VIRG II1IA 

Tlurty five years ago, I first learned about a Stafford 
Reunion in Ohio through one of my Indiana cousins. This Re­
U11ion attracted a good mnny Stafford relatives everjr year for 
a.. good many ye·ars, I understru1d tl1at it. l1as been abandon~d. 
While l1e 1-1as alive, a leading s11iri t in tl1.e Ohio Rem1io11 i;1as 
the late Horace w. StaffoJ;d, an attorney-at-la11,j_n Spring­
field,Ohio. Once he invited me to attend and give a talk on 
County Fermanagh,Ireland -. the site of the ancestral home 
of tl1e Staffords in vrest Ulster. I no1;r greatly re31,et that 
I v1as then unable to c19 so. In tl1ose days, my scl1edt1le ·was 
heavily crowdffd and th~ time of the Ohio Reunion usually 
coincided'. 1in. tl1 a badly--needed vacation period. 

It is remarkable that ·a Reunion of the Staffords in 
Virginia was not organized until 1938. I understand that the 
original planning conrr11i ttee consisted of: Ja1nes R. Stafford; 
Frru.1lc Stafford~ Dailey Stafford; ~-Ioge Robe:.~tson - all of 
Giles Count:l Virginia. 

Tl1e fi1"st Retmio11 1n0eting 1-ras l1eld Oi1 tl1e tl1ird · Sunday in 
August, in tl1e year 1938. If I recollect correctly1 it '\-T2.s 

tl1is sarne Sunday in Augus-t tl1at v1as l1sed for tl1e 01110 Reu.J1ion. 
vlith the ex:ceptlon of vlorlcl vlar II years, and tl1e Jrear 1950, 
v1l1en tl1ere vras a plague of poliomyelitis, tl1e Virginia ReU11ion 
has beenheld on the aforesaid Sunday. . 

My cousin, the late Rev. Jolm Paul Stafford Sr. attended 
tl1e -Virginia Reun.ion in 1941 and gave n1e a vivid account of 
it. I l1ad plrumed to n1al~e the trj_p vritl1 l1im tl1at year bu.t, 
at the last minute, l1ad to attend an important appoi11tme11t 
else1,1here. lJiy first attendance v1as in 1911-7. 

The Virginia Rem1ion of tl1e Staffords is no1-1 set regt1lar­
ly for the third Slmday in August each year. It consists of 
a morning church service, a luncheon, and an afternoon service. 
It usuall:? lasts from 11 am. to approx,irilately 4:30 prn. 
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Wesley's Chapel, at Trigg,Virginia. This neighborhood is a 
short distance east .of the point where a bridge on State 
I-Iighway 100 crosses Big Wallcer 's Creek at the Vill2ge of 
Staffordsville. Coming from Pearisburg, one does not cross 
the bridge, but a turn is made to the left going on to the 
road which makes a junction vii tl1 Highvray 100 at tl1e bridge. 

The abovementioned church can hold close to 200 persons 
comfortably, and as many more can be readily accomodated in 
the yard outside, where a loud speaker is available. The 
chairman of the Reunio11 is Cl1ester J. Stafford, Commonweal tl1 1 s 
Attorney, ,~10 lives at Pearisburg,Va. 

There is much singing and I am ~ure that if the spirit 
of my grandfatl1er Stafford could visit tl1e scene, on Reunion 
Sunday, he would be delighted. Following the afternoon ser­
vice , at tl1e 19 51 Reunion , they sang , "'Wl1en v1e all get to 
heaven •• •" and I couldn't help thinking an1ong other tl1ings, 
11Wha:b a gathering of the Staffords it ·will be l" 

The annual renevral of old acquaintance refreshes one's 
spirit. Tl1ere is no gush or demonstrativeness .. tl1at is not· 
charlteristic of our people. Nevertheless, there is a deeply 
felt sense of kinship ru1d. a quj_et joy t-hat mal~es 011e look 
forward keenly to returning yet another year. Moreover, 
those who .are not Stafford-related are made to feel at home 
and appear to enjoy the event thoroughly. 
.. There is a fine group of young people arising in the 
community that will be able to maintain this fellowship ,~1en 
tl1e older generation l1as joined tl1e host of tl1ose alread3r 
translated to the beyond. 

In closing, I ·wisl1 to note that there se.em to be manifest 
some signs of a revival of interest in the Giles County,Va. 
Staffords on the part of tl1eir relatives ii1 Ohio, Indiana and 
elsewl1ere. No,v tl1at automobiles are so plentiful and fine 
scenic high,vays available, a pilgrin1age to tl1is gathering 
place vrould. be well repaid. The Narrows, Virginia has a 
good hotel lmoi:m as tl1e McArtl1ur. The scene of the Retmion 
is about tv.rel ve miles distant fron1 tl1e Hotel McArthur. Good 
train service from Cincinnati,Ohioj or Norfolk,Virginia, is. 
available on the Norfolk and \·fester11 Railroad • 

. Al tl1ough the Reunion is held on the third Sunday j_n Aug­
ust,I have never found the heat oppressive,because this region 
has considerable altitude. 



33 
POSTSCRIPT 

I have tried painstakingly to nvoid errors in this book~ 
let, but. in deru.ing td tl1 such a complicated mass of details 
it 1s very difficult to nvoid so~e slips. I shall be grate­
ful for any authentic corrections that may be sent by inter­
ested persons. 

Referring to "slips," calls to mind another kind of 11 slip." 
Finley_ -Peter Dunne, tl1e Irisl1-lunerican humorist, and creator 
of "Mr. Dooley, n once credited the famous che.racter wi tl1 tl1e 
.follo,dng remarl~: tein all books of aldterate information th.ey 
put in a slip that says~'Beginnin 1 on page wan, a~d to the 
end o:r the book, cl1ange 1-S. to i.S. not., and j.s p_o.,t to j.s/11 · 

Books of genealogical information are very rarely 100% 
"akkerate." 

I trust that nothing herein is written in the spirit of 
boasting. I have profound respect for the aristocracy of good 
character, whether it be found in l1igh or lovr station. 

The chief characteristic of our people is plain goodness. 
Generally, Staff'ords are friendly but candid people: they are 
not- inclined to condone wrong for the sake of friendship, 

Of t~ue friendship,Woodrow.Wilson 1 a great Virginian of 
North Irish descent, wrote the following memorable '\-lords: 

"Tru~ friendship is of a royal lineage. It is 
of t~e same kith and breeding as loyalty and 
self-forgetting devotion and proceeds upon a. 
higher principle even than tl1ey. For loyalty 
may be blind, and.friendship must not· be; de­
votion maJ, sacrifice principles of right cl1oice 
which friendship must guard ,.Ji tl1 an excellent 
and watchfill care, You must act in your friend's 
interest, whether it pleases him or not; the 
object of love is to serve ,not to ·win. n 

Those lines of .Alfred Lord Tennyson, in the poem 
Ladx Clara Y.£.r~ rut Vere,w!11 ring fo~ever true: 

"Ho,ve I er it· be, it seems to me, 
'Tis only noble to be good. 

Kind hearts are ri1ore tl1an coronets, 
.And sirnple :fai tl1 than iJorrnan blood." 

In closing.!. I am reminded of a saying i.?ell wortl1y to 
be repeated: 11:L'o be born a gentleman is an accident~ to 
become a gent,l_eman is an acb.iE?V~~ent. rr 
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Once more,we gather in this place 
To stand on hallowed ground. 

Our hearts rejoice in fellowship; 
Our _lips with songs resound. 

For all His care,since last we met, 
We bless God1 s holy name t 

His love and faithfulness remain, 
From year to year the same. 

We greet each other,and renew 
The bonds of kinship dear; 

Forgetting no.t those gone before, 
Who once met With us here·. 

Good Lord,make this a happy day. 
Speak to us through Thy Word; 

- . -
.._... 

-· -- . 

• t9-;. 

-·· 

May all our praise,and humble pra¥er~ 
Within Thy courts be heard. 

Grant us Thy blessing,while we eat 
The food that Thou hast given •. 

Accept our thanks;renew our souls, 
With grace divine from heaven. 

Then,send us on our homeward way, 
Re£reshed in mind and heart. 

Watch over us ,and guide our step_s, 
When we once more depart. 

Be with us till we meet again. 
The banner of Thy love 

Be over us until,at last, 
We dwell with Thee above. 

- T.A.S. 

--
~ 

-· -
c;;,• 

---
. . -
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HOGE~STAFFORD CONNEXJTION. 

T11e followi.ng details are derived from tl1e book entit!~d, 
"The Faraily of Hoge, n to ,,.,hich I have referred in the Fore-­
word on page 6. I am mucl1 indebted to my frie~d,James .. Fulton.~ 
Hoge,.or the lavr firm of Bogers,Hoge and Hills,41 East 42nd St., 
Ne,~, York City, for gracious permission to print them. . 

By way of preface, it should be noted that the Hoge fantj.ly 
of Virginia is one of unusual distinction. Ma.IlY of its mem~ 
bers and descendant.s have attained places of prominence in 
public life. 

It appears that Hoge is a variant or Haig,(a famous Scottish 
name) and goes back· to Petrus de Haga,who came to England 
rrom *ormandy A.D.1150, The first of the family to arrive in 
America was Willian1 Hoge, . son of Sir. James I-Ioge of: Mus-sel boro, 
Sootland. William Hoge crune to· America in 1682~ .. · 

Sarah Hoge,of Giles County,Virginia, was bqrn Fe~. 11,1780. 
She married James StaffordiJr.,son of my great~great-u..ncle 
James Stafford,husband of ~ancy Eaton. James Stafford,Jr~ 
was born in County- Fermanagh,Ireland,I.1arc11 1778. Hf3 came 
to Giles County,Va. with his father and· mother in 1?85. 

· James Stafford Jr. and his vrife Sarah Hoge moved to· New·· 
Carlisle, Ol1io in 1811, I-Ie died ii,l 1855 and sl1e died in 1842. 
(He was a first cousin of my greatgrandfather James StaffordJ. 
They l1ad seven childre11 of v1l1om rre have the follovr.lng record: 

Julia,born 1804,married Frederick lfunston,by whom she had 
7 children. ·Her second husband's name vras·Giles 
Thomas (no issue). S11e died at Logansport,Ind.1880. 

Joseph, (married Jane mack). · · · -
William Hoge,born 1816·,died 1891,at Cameron,Mo, 
Edward 
Nancy (married Jenkins): no issue. 
EJ..izabeth,(married Warrick); two children, 
Mary, (married Dodson) ;no issue.··· · · · 

As noted above·,Julia Stafford married Frederick lfunston. 
Frederick 1s father ca..~e from Ireland,probably from Fermanagh 
County. I believe that the name Funston is sti:J_l repres·ented 
in tl1at County. 

Frederrck Funston and his wife,Julia Stafford had the 
f'ol~o,dng family: . 

Edward Hoge,,,1ho vras a member of u.s~congress from I<:ansasj 
and tl1e father of Major-Gei1eral Fredericlc 

Pahl, 
James, 
Sarah, 
Eliza,who 

Funston,hero of the Cuban and Phillipine Wars. 

married Colonel f].ory of the 46th Indiana 
Regiment (1861--1865). · · 

William I-Ioge Stafford, ref erred t·o above, '\-1as the fatl1er of 
~hree children by his wife Mary Baugh: · . . 

O.B.Stafford·, (a pl1ysiciam,New BostoIJ.,Illinoii.) 
Charles Le,1is Stafford, (}1ethodist minister - one time 

President Qf.~q,1a Wesleyru1 UniversityJ. 
A.D.Stafford,Cameron,Y.q.sso~ri. -----

Getting back in our notition to Giles County,Va;, we 
find that Daniel Hoge (1781-1857) married Ann Staffbrd (1783~ 
18~). She ,-,as born in County Fermartagl1,Ireland. 
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The children oc· Daniel Hoge and his vrife Ann Stafford were: 
James,born 1807, raarri~d·Jul'ia Kerr;2nc1 vd.fe,Juliet Ho,·rard. 
filizaoeth Hov.reioorn 1008·,married Jolm Eaton. 
Sarall H.,borµ 811 married John· Carr • 

. (Rev.)Jobn H,born is15 (minister and physicien). 
Ann, (died in infai.~cy) ., -~ -~ · 
8usen<born 1820,marriod ~~C~BruceQ 
(Rev~; 11aniel Stafforcl, born. 1822, (Methodist nti.nister); 

first ·wife~ El, zabet]1 · Ho1t1arc1; second ,.Ji_f·e ~ Elizabetl1 Neel. 
Marga:tet Al1c1crson., bo1.,i1 182 . .5 1 mar1"'ied J ,.Ii. BrrJ.c.ee 

T11e oldest son· Jan1es a.nc1 11.is .. seco11d 1-Ji1~e,Juliet Holrard, 
l1ad tl~ree cI:ildren, as follo1-rs: · 

Ac IIo-~·rarcl Ifo g e o 
Joh:1 }vli1 ton I-Ioge, v1l10 n1arried Marga .. ret Yirg:f.~.ie. __ Corn, 

· · daur;b.ter of·R.$v'J Jolm Be Corn~ 
Rho-1a Ae IIoge, 1-r.ho mar::~ied !•t,~_1;·Roto110 

John M:lJ.. :.;·c~2 IIoee ,-ras born· ij_1. ::.81++ nnd 115. s \'life Margaret 
VJ.. rg1.'1 ni· a '"o,,'l"'1 i,r•-.i ~ 'bo,..,n ··1 Il ·; r~L.9 r,lh,::.y h!'.'ld f ,-, c·J, .. ~ •; c1r01'1 named • V •. J.l .,'l(.,l,'". ... ............. , a .L ... - ..... c.: .. :i.Ve . ..LJ. .. ..,J..,. C 

as fall 0 1,,rs ~ 
L~"'J.a 1 (dec~ased) ~ 
Hov.rard, (Attor111e7 f·or Jw·fl.lw~ul{ee R(' Rs) dec.$2.seclQ 
Ja,.-nes: B" (c1,Gceasec1) ;his uidou;Nrs. Verta Bi IIoge,lives 

at 406 Fotmtain Court.,Lom .. svillE.~~Ky.; · . 
11ary L. , ,-1110 1narri ed Robert Drt..1.c.e, 3220 Lookout Drive, 

· Cincinnati 8,0hio. 
Clyde,1·1ho married Estl1er Snlly,2046 Calvin Clif:t,Cincinnati,O~ 

James B. I-Ioge and his ·wife Verta Bro,-ming ,1ere tl1e parents 
of.three children,named as follows: 

John Stewart Hogej(deceased). 
Virginia Hoge, 1-rl10 marriec1 ··Thpmas Mitchell. They live in 

Nei:•1 0rlemis ,1·a• · · 
James Burnett. Hoge,t,rho ·mai"'ried Rutl1 Kraft,'717 Br-0.rrnnel St,, 

Evanston,Illinois.·They have~ son,Jrunes Clyde. 
· John 1'1il to11 Hoge, referred to above, '\'tas one of tho notable 

pioneers of soutl1-vrest Virginia dcvela].Jment. IIe represerttc.cI · · 
Scotit County in tl1e Virgi11j.a Legislature; and aftervrarc1s served 
in the U.1.1:i_t·pd Stutes Treast1ry,vlashin3ton,DsCo I-Iis ·wife 7MarGa.ret 
Corn,,vns t1.1c dn1=1gl1te~ of Rev. Jolm B:.:: Corn, a l1etl1odis-c rai11ister, 
1-lho 3}"ent n1ost pf l1is ministry in Sc_ott m1d VJi se Cou.1').ties, va·, 
S110 \vr1s n 5reat-grai1dc1aughter of Rev. I-Ianasseh ··Cutler, a noted 
fight:.ln.g parson of the Colony of }iassach11setts, t·rho 1,;as tl1e-·chief 
chaplcJ.n in General G.~orgc Wasl1ington I s Ar111y, tb.roughout tl1e 
War of tl1·e Revolution. He received rror.a Presiclcnt Wnsl1ineton 
a re,vnrd for his services in tl1e form of ru1 eJrte11sive grn..i.'1t' . 
of Inn.cl ,i11 a sec,tion of tl1e Northwest Territory now enclosed 
in the State of Ohio. 

---o--
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HERE AND THERE 

vlhen one travels about as much as I do, he is likely to 
discover sane of his kinfolk occasionally, by chance. 

A·.fev, years ago, I was standing on the Davis Street plat­
form of the Elevated Railway in Evanston, Illinois, end saw 
a fine strapping sixfooter in the uniform of a midshipn1an . 
of the u.s.:1'Tavy.· IIis baggage was marked,dth tl1e na.ine,"Mar~n 
Staffo:."a.." I greeted him and said, 11I 1m just one more Staff­
ordo rr vle sl1ook hands warmly, and enjoyed_ a very pleasant visit 
togetl1er on the way to Chicago. He l1ails from Trunpa,Florida 
where his people moved some years ago ~rom Louisville Kentu~lcy. 
·He told me that they are descended ffrom Giles County,firginia 
stock. He was born in Covington,Ky. and brought up.in Cleve­
land10hio. He gr~duated from.Mia.mi Uni~ersity, Oxford,Ohio. 

une day recently1 I was.having lur.ich with Vice-President 
Leland S.Ford of the~ont1nental Illinois National Bank and 
Trust Company,Chicago, I found that his initials. stands 
for Stafford, He ,-,as born in northeastern Missouri 7 and he 
claims that his Stafford lineage, on his mother's side,stems 
back to southwestern Virginia. 

My cousin Frank Stafford of Giles County,Virginia told 
me about a candy manufacturer i:Q. Chic9-go,named Jesse it. Farley. 
One of Mr, Farley's ancestors i~ Gile~ Countr1Virginia, sold 
land in that county to my great-great~uncle mward Stafford. 
Mr.Farley is a descenclant of one·of my Giles Coi.mty,Va. rel­
atives. He has p~blished a fine,well-illustrated book of 
Farley family hist·ory. I have had tl1e pleasure of visiting 
with him· and his amiable wife. IIe l1as now retired fro1n 
business, and they live at Ephrain1,,1isc.onsin. 

My cousin,Virginia Stafford, who is a representative of 
the Board of Education _of The Methodist Church,Nashville, . 
Tenn~ssee,also tr~vels much. A few years ago, she discovered 
in s-e. Josepl1,l\'1issouri, S'everal families of Staffords, vrho 
are descended directly from the Giles County,Va. Staffords. 

Doubtle-ss, tl1ere are many otl1er kinfoll( scattered here 
and there, of whom I have no knowledge at present. 
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OTHER STA.FFORDS 

I have chosen as the title of'··this booltlet a designation. 
which limits concern mostly to the Stafford families origin­
ating in the southwest of Ulster Frovince,Ireland, and chief­
ly in Cou_r1ty Forn1anagl1 of that Province, T110 reference here 
is to the Province of Ulster,in_undivided Ireland. There are 
a good many other Stafforc1s in this country and elsel1here. 1)­
fev, 11ot0s about these distantly-related kinfollr ,·Till suffic~. 

Several centuries ago, tl1e name Stafford \'Jas ·widely dis­
tributed in England and Scotland, and more sparsely in the 
east coast of Ireland, all the way from County ~~1trim in the 
North to County Woxford,in tl1e South. ?.fany of these Stafford 
families belonged to tl1e so-called n1anded gentry." 

In Englanq,many members of the Stafford family belonged 
to the nobility from the time of the Norman Conquest and the 
family still holds important ti tlcs. I-Io\-1ever, tl1e c1escondants 
of tl10 1nain line of tl1e famqu~ ·house. are novr c onmionor s, 
widely scattered in En.glish-spealcing cotL.11trics as ,1ell as in 
En.gland. 

A William Stafford crune to America in 1622 and settled 
i11 eastern .. Virginia. riis name is of record in Elizabeth Cj_ty, 
Va. ,in 1624. T'\-10 of 11.is sons went to Soutl1 Carolj_na, and tl10ir 
descendants are to be found in· several southern states. My 
good 1)erso11al friend,Prof •. James Polle Stafford,of Cary,}tlss., 
may be one of these descendants. Bis people came from South 
Carolina. 

In 1626, _a .. Tl1omas Stafforcl came -Prom England to Plymout11, 
Massachusett·s. He had. a large fan1ily v1l1ose des-ccndants are 
ito be foU11d in s:ovoral No11·1 England States, and are scattered 
widely in other parts of the country. 

Margarett Stafforcl, .capable administrator of tl1e IIome 
:for Deaconesses in MilirrauJree, \·lisconsin,l1ails from Plattsburg, 
Nev, Yorlc, ancl is probably related to the Ne,v England Branch 
of the family. She spent.sorae time as a missionary in·China. 

Jt1stice We11clell P11illips Stafford,of St. Jobnsbt1ry,Vern1ont, 
has been called "the poet-laureate of Vermont. rr He l1as 1-vritt~11 
several not·e1·1ortl1y boolcs ·of verse. Ife served as Associate·· . 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Colurnbi~,1904-
1931. 

The Reverend Doctor Henry Ru.ssell Stafford~a middle- . 
,vesterner,born in Wisconsin, has rendered distinguished ser­
vice as a Congregationa1ist minister in Boston,ijass.,and 
elsev1l1ere. IIe is a noted autl1or of religious boolrs • 

. I have met at lea~t one or·the Staffords,,n10 came direct 
from England to Ohio - I refer to my good friend,the late 
Dr. Edward Russell Stafford,\vl10 1Jas a Metl1odist minister. 

Prof. Geoffrey tvardle Stafforc1 of Drevr Theological· Semin­
ary ,Madison ,N .J., is a distinguished Methodist minister, graduate 
of Wadham College,Oxford University,England. His late father, 
Dr. John Th.oma .. s vlardle Starford,. a noted English I1etl1odist 
minister, vras President· of tl1e Metl1odi st Church in Great· Britain 
and Ireland in 1920. I-Ie ,v-as vrell-lmo'\'m in th.e Uni teq. ·states and 
Canada, . 

Jane Stafford of SCIEIJCE NEi-JS SERVICE is a 1vell-lmo1~m 
journalist in the scientific field. 
~n~t ~ Stafford is a noted graphologist ai1d autl1or. 

Ait is safe to assume that All families bearing this 
name a.re descendants of the Norn1an ancestor mentioned in Chap. I. 



STA.FFORDS 
IN 

WI10 'S 'WHO IN AMERICA 

Dale Bernard Staf.ford: Fditor. 
215 ,fest Maplehurst,Ferndale 20,V.d.cl1igan. 

Edward Emerson Stafford: University Dean. 
1\dministration Building,Univ. of Illinois, 
Urbana,Illinois 

4o 

Geoffrey Wardle Stafford: Methodist· Clergyman,Author,Educator. 
Drev, Forest,Madison,N.J. 

Jean Stafford:·Novelist. · 
No address given. 

North .. Polee 
Marie A. Peary Stafford, Author;Daugl1ter of discoverer of tl1e 

1605 .Allison st., Wash.ington·11, n.c. 
Russell Henry· Stafford: Congregationalist Clergyman,Author. 

165 Elizabetl1 Street, Hartford,Conn. . 

1'homas Albert Stafford,Methodist Clergyman, Author, Denomination-
.. · · al &"'Cecu ti ve. 

731 Simpson Street,Evanston,Illinois. 

William Bascom Stafford: Public Utilities Executive. 
2 Rector Street,New.York 6,N.Y. 

William Hen:cy Stafford: La·wyer, ex-Congressman. 
Brunder Buil·ding ,}li..ilwaukee, 1-Tisconsin. 

--0--
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STAFFORDS IN LARGE CITIES IN U.S.A. 

The following is a count of the name q,t_afford vii th a 
residential telephone· number in cities of tl1e United States· 
having 200,000 or more population. The count was made in 1951. 
In the largest cities immediate suburbs are included. 

Cit --· y 
.Akron Ohio 
Atlania,Georgia 
Bal timore,Maryland 
Birmingham,Alabruna 
Boston, 1'Ias s·achu·s ett·s 
Buff"'alo;New·York 
Chicago,lllinois 
Cincinnati 10hio 
Cleveland Olrl.o 
Columbu:s,6hio 
Dall as; Texas 
Dayton;Ohio 
Denve~,_eo~or~do 
Detro1 t·;Mi.chigan . 
Houst·on, Texas · 
Indianapolisiindiana 
Jersey City;~ew Jersey 
Kansas City ,:Missouri 
Los Angeles,California 
Mempl1i~ Tenness:ee 
Miami ,..t:t·iorid'a 
Milwaukee 1 \ii sconsin 
Minneapolis ,}ff.nnesot·a 
Newark IfEfW' Jersey · 
New orieons ,Louisiana 
Ne,v York,I\Jew York 
Oakland,California 
Oklahoma City, Oklnhomn 
Omaha Nebraska 
Phila!elphia,Pennsylvnnia 
Pittsburgh,Pennsylvania 
Portland, Or_egon 
Providence,Ehode Isltnd 
Riahmond,Virginia 
Rochester,New York 
Saint. Loms,Missouri 
Saint Paul ,Iv.tinnesota 
San .tmton1o,Tcxas 
San Diego California 
San Fra.nd.sco,California 
Seattle, Waslu.ngton 
Syracuse,New York 

Count· ---
22 
23 
30 
14 
38 

···33 
15'5 

29 
44. 
19 
47 
25 
19 
99 

~ 
'i 

176 
30 
22 

3~ 
8 

23 
199 

37 
26'. 
4 

77 
16 
35· 
2~ 
12 
13 
41 
12 
17 
32 
39 
31 
11 
l~ Toledo,Ohio . 

WnshingtonJ_District of Columbia 
Worcestcr· 7Masso.chusott·s 5'~ 

TOTAL 1751 






