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at the Second Annual Reunion of the Ohio branch of the 
Stokes family, held on September 30, l899. 

)IR. PRESIDE'XT, LADIES .A~D GESTLE)[ES: 

In speaking to you to-day of the '· Stokes' from 
the Rancocas," I have· seen fit to deal with events of 
their lives and chnracter rather than with dates, to 
supply the latter, howe\·er, I haye prepared and had 
printed in pa1nphlet for1n a complete genealogy of the 
William Stokes family to the present day~ and each of 
you can be supplied with a copy at the secretary's table. 

"The traditions of culture and intelli~ence to the 
present race are in the past, but they shou l<l be a har
binger for those of to-day and those to co1ne." 

WILLIAM STOKES. 

,vnlian1 Stokes was born in Burlington County, New 
Jersey, January 14, 1779, being the fourth child and the 
second of eight sons of a fmnily of sixteen, his parents 
being .Tarris Stokes and IIannah (Rogers) Stokes. In 
his ~entieth year, on April 8, 1798, he 1narried Hannah 
Hatcher of the same county, who was born August 11, 
1775, and settled and resided in Burlington county until 
}lay, 1817, being a wheelwright by trade~ and engaged in 
the manufacture of wagons. Up to this tilne there had 
been born to this union ten children, nine of then1 liv
ing-John E. alone having departed this life-the oldest, 
Rebecca, being eighteen yenrs old, and the youngest, 
Elizabeth .Ann, one year ol<l. ,vith these nine children 
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and their n1other, ,vil1ia111 Stoke~ in l\Iay, 1817, left New 
Jersey in a train ·con1po~ed of two ordinary road hunber 
wagons loaded with 1110,·ers' outfit, and after a journey 
of uearly two 1nonths' duration, arrived in Lebanon. 
Warren county, Ohio, July 4th, following. 

The trip acro~s the country, over the tnountains and 
through the valley~, was without particular incident or 
mishap, and thE?! ·entire fa1nily reach~d their destination 
in usual health and spirits. 

The region of country o,·er which they traveled pre
sented new scenes daily. O\·er the rolling surface was 
the varied arrange1ueut of woodland and field, with log 
farm hou8es and barns attesting separate possessions. 
There were frequent brooks and wide rivers, narrov,·, 
winding country roads, not ronds lined ·with fences, but 
along which the birches, the elderberries and the su111ach 
grew, w,ith wild grapeYines and cle1natis clhubing to the 
top of the 1najestic and sturdy oaks that see1ued to 
stand guard for the ~afety of the tru ,·elers. 

This trip occurring nearly a century ago, can in no 
way be co1nparecl ,vith a trip o\·er the san1e route to-day. 
The journey was 1nade at a time when nearly the entire 
trade and travel of the country was by tea1n over dirt 
roads, 2nd through a country where bridges spanned 
only a few of the rh·ers, "·ith long and steep hills and 
high mountains to cli1nb and descend, and often for days 
through the so1id forests, the sun only to be seen for a 
short ti111e at high noon~ ,vith the wagons for sleeping 
apartn1ents nnd the roadside for a kitchen; where 1ne11, 
and e,..-en won1en and children, walked for days that the 
wagons 1night be lightened over the rocks and in the mire 
and mud, to the strength of the tean1s, averaging prob
ably ten n1iles a day, and at the end of a journey, under
taken and cmnpleted under conditions requiring such 
heroic services, to think that it was to end in a strange 
country, and they to· settle and 1nake their home n1nong 
stranger::--. and we can for1n son1e ~1nall idea of the force 
and character of this courageous couple, as they contein-
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plated and concluded this move of leaving behind the1n 
the sacred ties of old home and all" the fond recollections 
that clustered _around it; of leaving the nath·e hearth, 
fond parents, brother~ and ~isters, not knowin~ that their 
eyes would e\"'er again loo~ into the eyes of those that 
they were leaving; but it illustrates the strong char
acter of \'Villia.111 8tokes and hi~ faithful consort, and the 
success of the journey 1nea~ures the care with which 
these 1naster hands 1nade return qf their ad \·enture, 
and of that which at this tilne would seen1 to be a most 
\\·onderful undertaking. 

Soon after arri\·ing in ,varren County, ,villia1n Stokes 
n10\"ed on a f arn1 about one and one-half 1uiles south of 
Lebanon, and soon thereafter purcha~d a farin of 160 
acres in the southeastern part of Clear Creek Town~hip, 
near Utica, in \Varren County, paying seventeen dollars 
per acre therefor, upon \11thich there was a double log 
house, a log stable, and about thirty-five acres of land 
cleared ready for cultivation, to which place he n1oved 
and engaged in general agriculture iii the spring of 1818. 
and where he passed the ren1ainder of his happy life. 

1Villia1n Stok~s was _stro~g phy~ically and 1nentally, 
full of life and energy, and whate,·er he undertook he 
accoinplished, if it was possible of acco1nplish1nent. 1-fe 
was fond of co1npany, n1ade hin1self agre~able to others. 
and was honored and respected by all. Ife took much 
interest in the education of hig children, and had the1n 
apply then1selves a~siduously to their books, and provided 
the1n with works tending to broaden and strengthen their 
1ninds. 1-Ie was of a jovial nature and happy turn of 
1nind, and easily adapted hiluself to events and surround
ings-a 1nan of honest purpose and high character-a 
man a111ong 111en, he transn1itted to his children these 
f-8.lne characteristics, and after his death. his n1en1ory is 
resplendent with these jewels that .. 111an doth lea,·e after 
hin1." He died after a short illness, August 17, 1838. 

The good wo1nan who had been his constant c01npan
ion and help1nate through life, was, like hi111, strong in 



mind and body. She possessed many rare qualities, and 
inspired her children with ambition. She e\·er .kept a 
watchful eye .over the:tn, · and n1aintained their united 
confidence to the last. She was a ,voman of unusual 
energy and deter1nination, and these qualities \\·ere 
slackened only by the weakne~s of age~ 

In religion, she and her husband cast their lot \\"ith 
the Society of l.'riends, or Quakers, and to the end n1ain
tained their belief that "there is a spirit in 1nan, and the 
inspiration of the . .:\.hnighty giveth the1n understanding." 

After the death of her husband~ she continued to re
side on the far111 where the fan1ily had lived since co1nit1g 
to Ohio, and at the ripe age of four score and three, she 
died on the 18th day of April, 1858, having outlived her 
husband nearly twenty years. 

They had born to them t\veh·e children, seven sons 
and five daughters, all of whom grew to n1anhood. or. 
womanhood. except John E. 

JARVIS STOKES. 

Jarvis Stokes, first son and second child of ,vnlian1 
Stokes, was born in Xew .Jersey Jauuary 6, 1801, and be
ca1ne a resident of Ohio with his father's fa1nily in 1817, 
with who111 he lived until his n1arria~e! ,,·hen he 111oved 
and settled on the fa.rm now occupied by Frank Stokes, 
near Lytle. Soon after, however, he purchased the farn1 
known to all as the Dr. Stokes farn1, to which he 1no,·ed 
and continued to occupy until his death. Jarvis Stoke~ 
was large, probably weighing two hundred and twenty
five pounds, and of ru~ged constitution. He was full of 
life and energy, free, open and generous hearted. Com
n1encing life with empty but willing hands, he was soon 
engaged in business for hilnself, and turned the nhnble 
sixpence into action, accumulating ~ufficient in a short 
time to pay for the f arn1 that he had purchased. In the 
prin1e of 1nanhood, his energy and detern1ination to 
succeed in life was now put to the test, and by indon1it
able will and the application of -thorough busine8s prin-
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ciples, he accumulated a fortune esthnated at one tin1e 
at a sixth of a n1illion dollars, and while in this day of 
multi-1ni1lionaires this su111 does not seem lnrge, yet in 
its day aucl undP.r the circun1~tauce~ of its accumulation, 
the ·s1nall· start and the short period of tin1e, it was a 
vast su1u. Jarvis Stokes loYed action and energy. He 
lo,yed noise, and in noi5e there w~s n1usic to hin1. X ot a 
sound ·cotdd be·made in ·prctlnci_ng someth~ng of YaluP, 
that wa~t n<.1t. hannoniou~ to his ear. ,vith hi111, resqlts 
were -everything, and the perf or1uing of- th~_. greatest 
an~ount in the e-n~ie~t w:ty, in the shortest tilne, e\·er _1net 
with his enthn~iastic approval. 

In connection with his other affairs, he was engaged 
•in the banking bu~iness in \Vaynesdlle;being associated 
with the late Israel · Harris. Jarvis Stokes was kind 
hearted, and did 1nnch for the poor of his neighborhood. 
It has been said of hitn that his table ,\·as always ~pread, 
and no one ever left his residence without being ~erYed! 
or of ha\"irig the opportunity of declining his ho~pitality. 
He was ju~t and generou~. and ga\·e with a free hand; 
his liberality was as· extensive ns his acquaintance. He 
continued to reside where he hnd spent so 1nany happy 
days, and departed this life ::.\Iay 3, l 8G8, in the full confi~ 
deuce and estee111 of every one that knew hiln, and upon 
who:;e lips, and fron1 which the truth was spoken, ., a 
good n1nn is gone." 

JOEL A. STOKES. 

Joel .A .. Stokes was born in Burlington County, Kew 
Jersey, Decem-ber 16, ISO~, and caine to Ohio with his 
father when fifteen years old. Ht'- receh·ed such an edu
cation as was afforded by the country district school at 
the thue, and he grew to n1anhood while the country was 
yet new and in process of settle1nent~ He endured t.he 
hard-ships of an early settler, and in endeavoring to do 
his part in-preparing the cou·ntry for halJitntion~ he seared 
his face and blackened ~his cloth:ing at 1uctny a_ log-roll
ing .. In hi~--da.y·he .. was-.re!--:.ogni..z~ ~:a: n1ru1 of n1uch 



worth and of ~t~rling character. He was robust in 
health, and tran:-:n1i tted to his chi.Id ren ,igorous consti
tutions, and hnd i~ not been for an ·unfortunate accident 
that cau~ed hi~ death at the early age of fifty, in all 
probability he would have lived and rounded out a ripe 
old age. 

He married )frrry H!tthaway, and they had four chil
dren, three of whu1n are ~till liYing. He wa~ active and 
vigorous, cool and not ea:;ily excited, and was pos~essed 
of a caln1 and delib~rate jnd~ment. For uine years he 
was a Justice of the Peace of Clear Creek Township, 
filling the office to the satisf~.ction of all, and ,,·as in office 
at the tin1e of his death. He possessed the confidence of 
-his neighbors to a marked degree, and was freely con
sulted in 1natters affecting their interests. He settled at 
the old ho1ne::;tend after his 1narriage, and continued to 
reside there until his death in 1852. 

FRANKLIN STOKES. 
Franklin Stokes was born in New Jersey, l\Iarch 10, 

1800. He receh·ed a connnon district school education, 
such as was afforded at the old log_ school house east of 
Utica .. Not content with this, he e1nployed his tin1e ,vell 
in j?aining additional knowledge, and in his early life 
showed an inclination and de5ire to bec01ne a practical 
printer and an editor of a political newspaper. .Accord
ingly, while yet a young 111a11, he sought and obtained 
employ1uent in the co111po5ing roo1n and n1echanical tle
partn1ent of the Cincinnati C:a=ette, and continued there 
until he had thoroughly 1nastered that part of producing 
a newspaper. _-\ t the sau1e ti111e his n1ind was active in 
the pursuit of knowledge He, in connection with 
Tho1nas Ro~s, started and published at Lebanon a weekly 
publication called the Ohio .Argwt, it being the first paper 
ever published in \\"arren county that ga,·e support to 
Democratic principles and De1nocratic candidates. The 
paper was ably edited and ,·ery succPssful and influen
tial, and n1oulded public sentin1ent hy its fair presenta
tion of public questions, aud during this tilne the county 
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uniforn1ly gave a De1nocratic 1najority. This field of 
labor, how~\·er, was not large enough for the acti\·e brain 
of Franklin ~tokes, and seeking a larger place po~sessing 
·greater opportunities for adynnce1nent, he parted with 
his interest in the Argu.~ and at once ren10\·ed to Han1il
ton, Butler County, Ohio, and began the publication of 
the Ilamilton Telegraph, he being its editor and acti\·e 
n1anager. 

The paper at once heca1ne a power for good, obtained 
a large circulation, and was intiuential an1ong its read
ers, and to the Tclegra J>h and the pen of :F'ranklin Stokes 
is attributed the splendid Den1ocratic 111ajority that But
ler County uuiforn1ly produces, for in the 111ind~ o( the 
voters he plant,ed the fn11da1nental principles of De1noc
racy. He continued the publication of the 1'degraph for 
a nun1ber of years, but health failing him, he dispo:-;ed of 
it. He was elected and ser·red as Tre3.8urer of Butler 
County, and was also elected and served as .A.uditor of 
the county. Ic.,ranklin Stokes ,vas always actiYe in poli
tics. Ile enjoyed the excite111ent afior<lt:ld by political 
activity, and his busi1iess naturally led hin1 in that 
channel. He attended and participated in the conven
tions of his party, was an able writer. modest in his 
bearing, and in his later year~ occupied a pro111inent 
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position before the public as a n1an of rare judg111ent and 
learning. 

During hi~ life he nm.de n1any warin friends, 111any of 
whom li\·e to-day and speak in tlattering tern1s of hin1. 
He was associated with the leading 1nen of his day, and 
possessed of their respect to an en1inent de~ree. Frank
lin Stokes re1nained single, and died .. \.pril 2, 1857, in his 
fifty-second year; and, while he lPft no de~cendants to be 
with us to-day, we, his relati\·es, h<lnor and respect his 
life and character and the results of his labors. 

GRANVILLE W. STOICES. 

Granville ,v. Stokes was born in Burlington County, 
New Jersey, Septeu1ber 26, 1810, a.ud c~n1e by wagon to 

'1 



Ohio at the age of seven, with the fainily of his father .. 
He attended the district school during the winter 

1nonths, ,vorkip.g on the farin at other tin1es for hi~ father 
until he was t\\:enty-une years old, when he entered 
college at South Hanover, Indiana. 

A 111anual training departn1ent was connected with 
the school, and while in attendance he learned the car
penter and cooper trade. Returning hon1e, he read law 
for a thne with Tho1nas Corwin at Lebanon. 

During the next few years he was engaged at his 
trade in the South, and also as a railroad laborer aud as 
a school teacher, teaching in Jefferson County, Jlissis
sip1>i. Ile afterwards attended the Cincinnati Law 
School, fron1 which he graduated and was adtnitted to 
to the bar in l\Iarch, 1839, and practiced his profe~sion 
successfully for a 11u111ber of years thereafter at Lebanon, 
and for a thne was associated with Go, .. ernor ,Yal]er. 
practicing at Ha1nilto11, Ohio. For fh·e years, conunenc
ing in 1847, he was Clerk of Con1111011 Pleas Court in 
,varren County, Ohio. At the expiration of his tern1 as 
Clerk. he re1noved to the country and engaged in general 
agriculture, which he continued until a fe\V years befor~ 
his death, he having purchased the old ho111estead \vhere 
his father settled on con1ing fro1n :Xe\'\" Jer5ey. which he 
improved and beautified, and on '~'hich he Jiyed to enjoy 
for a nu1nber cf years the fruit5 of hi5 labors and the 
beauty of the scenery and surroundings that were n1ainly 
the work of his O\.Vn hand. 

At the age of twenty-nine he znarried Jane Robinson, 
and to the111 eight children were born. 

At the Pre8idential election in 1832~ he was a 1nen1ber 
of the electoral college, \Vhen Franklin Pierce was the 
candidate of his party for the Presidency. H~ repre
sented the Butler- \Varren Scuatorinl District for the 
tenu beginning in 1S53 in the Sennt~ of Ohio. lie was 
111ade a Brigadier General in the Ohio :\Iilitia pre\'ious to 
the ,var of the Rebellion. but wa.s preventt~d fr0111 ncth·e 
fi~ld ser,·ice in that war, by an accident that nearly cost 
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him his life, by having a limb al~ost severed by a reap
ing machine. 

During his e,entful life he had collected 111any speci
n1eIJ.s of different kind~, which he highly prized, and took 
great pleasure in reciting their history and in exhibiting 
them, an1ong which was a 1nusket that l\Irs. Stokes's 
grandfather had carried through the Revolutionary ,Yar; 
also a brick that was t:?.ken fron1 the first house built by 
,vnlian1 Penn in rhiladeiphia, being- n1ade in London; 
also a six-pound cannon ball .. presented to hin1 by Gen
eral De La )Iar, aiue-de-camp to Gen~ral Jacbon at the 
battle of New Orleans. 

Gmnville ,v. Stokes was a man of brpad n1ind and 
superior ability, a n1an uf general infor1nation upon all 
questions; he could quote the Bible at ,vill, repeat his 
political party's platfor1us fro1n the tin1e the fir~t one 
was n1ade the funda1uental principle ·of his . party by 
Tho1nas JefTer5on, to the day_ of his death. He was 
possessed of a wonderfully retentive n1e1nory, recalling 
incidents and language with the ut1nost ea~e. Ile ,,·as a 
thorough stndent,_a deep thinker_ ~nd absohnely original 
in his expressions, and ~a\"e the111 such force that they 
carried with the1n adn1iration and conviction. lie was a 
master of his pen and the English language, a re1nark
ably ready and fluent speak.er, and as an orator had but 
few equals. Ile was frequently on the stu1np for his 
party during the cmnpaigns, and delivered 111any stirring 
addresses. Ile ,vas attractive in for1n, feature and ad
dress ; he could 1ningle with a crowd of a thousand 
strangers, and in an exceedingly short thue he "·ould 
have every one of the1n at his 111ercy, and they l'\'"ould 
surround hhn and listen with eager attention to e,ery 
word he uttered. I-le was 111agnetic, broad, liberal, ten
der hearted. I say it not in disparagen1ent of the others, 
but as being their thought, when I say he was the pride 
of his parents, the pride of his brothers and sisters, the 
pride of his neighborhood, the pride of his acquaint
ances, the pride of his fuiu..ily., universally admired and 

9 



fervently loved. Bet\veen him and his fa1nily there ,,·as 
a chord that could not be broken; he loved his children, 
and this in return \\·as reciprocated by the1n. Ile lived a 
great man, and as such he died, :i.\Iay 19, 1882, in his sev
enty-second _year. 

BENJAI\'I!N A. STOKES. 
Benjaznin A. Stokes ,1vas_ a native of Burlington 

County, New Jersey, born Septe1nber 3, 1812, and was 
the last of the seyen sons of ,villian1 Stokes to depart 
this life. He .becun1e an inhabitant of Ohio when four 
years old, in 1817, by the remoYal of his father to this 
State at that thne. Until his 1najority he gave his 
serdces to his parents upon the f.arin, and dt~r-ng the 
winter n1onths he attended the district pioneer ~chool. 
For a nun1ber of years he taught ~chool in different 
States of the Union, 1nostly, however, in )Iississippi. At 
the age of twenty-six he beca1ne a trader on the Ohio 
and ::\lississippi rivers, buying wheat~ corn, flour and 
pork in Cincinnati a.ud vicinity and shipping the1n by flat 
boat, and· selling and trading then1 a5 the boat ·uio\"ed 
with the current on its way to :Xew Orleans. at the towns 
where stops were 1nade, finally selling and exchanging 
the residue of •his cargo for cotton, sugar and 1nolasses 
in New Orleans, which he brought Xnrth and sold and 
traded at the towns on the return trip, u~ually di$po~ing 
of the re1nainder of his stock in Cincinnati. In 1839 he 
began a mercantile life, purch.a~ed a stock of general 
inerchandise of "\Villian1 D. :\Iulford. locatecl at Utica, 
and continued in the 111ercantile bu~iness there until 
1853. During this titne, ho\•1te\·er, he also pn.cked pork 
and shipped it to Cincinnati, and was engaged in trade 
in general in whatever in his judgn1ent for111ed a legiti
mate business, and out of which a lPgitilnate profit could . -
be -reasonably expected. His business was succe~~ful 
from the start, and up to the tilne that he disposed of 
his stock, he had accmnulated sufficient ineans to pur
chase from Nathan Graha:ru this farin, to which he 1noved 
in 1853, building this house and making all these im-
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provements, and where he continued to reside for forty
six years .and until his death. lie was one of . the 
organizers of. the :Xational Bunk at '\Vaynesville, and at 
the first 1neetiug of the stockholders for organization, 'lie 
was elected a director and was chosen vice president, 
which position he held continuously until his death. He 
eondncted a bank for a tiine in Lebanon under the nan1e 
of B. A. Stokes & Co., finally selling the sa111e to the Leb
anon National Bank, and at the. tin1e of the organization 
of the latter, in which he becan1e a large stockholder, 
he was elected a director and chosen vice president, 
which po:.;itions he al~o held continuously until his 
den1ise. lie was a n1en1ber of the Board of Directors of 
the Orphans' I-Io1ne for a ntunher of years, and until he 
voluntarily resigned. Ile was a Justice. of the Peace of 
his towu~hip for eleven years, refusing a further re-elec
tion. Although he had never sought oifice, he had been 
frequently the candidate of his party, against his wi~h, 
for various positions, and ca1ne near being elected Treas:
urer of ,varren County on the Den1ocratic ticket early in 
the sixties, although the county was strongly politically 
against his party. Ile was recognized as a n1an of splen
did business attai111ne11ts, and possessed the confidence 
of his acquaintance5, and in i111portaut business 1natter~ 
was frequently consulted. IIe was conserYati,·e, yet 
aggressi·n:~, a 1nan of rare judg111eut in business n1atters, 
and at one thne was one of the largest landholders in 
the county. He easily detected the shan1 fron1 the 
genuine, nu1king his dech;iono quickly, yet ·ahnost un
erringly. He was keen and shrewd, and \\·as al way5 ab le 
to take care of hin1self and guide his financial ship safely 
through threatened di:aster. He was broad in his views! 
a 111an of 111uch general infonnution, and a great reader. 
He had taken the Cincinnati Enqiiirer continuously for 
n1ore than forty years, and was thoroughly posted on the 
current events of the day. IIe investigated thoroughly 
every subject that interested hi111. I-le was an independ
ent thinker; he received and adopted no one's ideas that 
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were not appro,ed by his deliberate jndgine_nt. He was 
original in his expre:-:sions~ and was· e,er ready to defend 
with argmnent what he belie,ed. He \',as free fron1 
deception, open hearted. and as true as steel. He was 
honest, economical~ indu5trions. thrifty and full of 
energy, and he liked these qualitie~ in others. He was 
the fore1uost citizen of his neighborhood. possessing the 
confidence and admiration of all. He ad1nir~d natnre 
in all its manifold and 1nnltiplying for111. To hiin it was 
always beautiful. The bird that chirped upon his door
step and the·fowl that ate fron1 his own hand were dear 
to hin1, and he loved then1. He clung tenaciously to life 
and beat back the waye of di~ease and the •infir1nities of 
age with a wonderful vitality. his vigorous constitution 
finally yielding to the inevitable, and e'\'"en in his last 
sickness and bnt a few short hours before his death, he 
said: "I won't ghre up; I '\'\"On't surrender the fort yet.,, 
He loved his home and ho1ne sur:::-onndings. and the door 
was always open to ali c0111ers of whate'\'"er station in 
life, huinble or otherwise; his _ho~pitality ·was a part of 
his nature, and no one e,·er left his hearth feeling that 
they had not been "·elco1ned. lie n1arried )!aria L. 
l\Iulford )farch 31, 18-H, and wa~ the father of ten chil
dren, all of whmn reached their n1ajority, and eight of 
then1 sur_vh·e hin1. I-fe gave the1n all a good common 
school education, irn~pired the111 with a1nbition and re
tained their confidence and fatherly loYe until the last. 
He loved his fan1ily, and wns always happiest when sur .. 
rounded by then1 in an unbroken circle of the living. 
Ha,·ing lived a just and f!enerous life, he pa~sed away, 
retaining the e~tee1n of every one, dying on the 14th of 
August, 1899, ne:1rly eighty-seven .years old. 

WILLIAM HATCHER STOKF.S. 

,vnliam Ilatcher Stoke~ was born in ,varren County, 
Ohio. His father died when he wa~ but eighteen years 
old, and he was thrown early in life upon his own re
eources. The sn1all patrhnony that had been left to hhn 

12 



by his father was largely u:5ed in his education. He 
attended llian1i University at Oxford, Ohio. ancl npplied 
hin1self industriously to his books at odd ti111es, and at 
the age of twenty-one was reconunended uy Go\·ernor5 
Corwin and )Iorrow, receiving au appointn1ent to ,\·est 
1•oint as a cadet, and entered that 111ilitary school soon 
thereafter, and re1nained a student there n11til .. \pril 18, 
184-1, lea\"ing the school, ho\'re\-er, before graduating. 
Soon after hi::, return fr01n \\"e~t Point he began th~ 
study of n1edicine, and graduated at the Ohio :\Iedical 
College in Ciuci'nnati in 18-!8, and in1Jnedintely lJPgnn the 
practice of 111edici11e in partner~hip with Dr. .\I. H. 
Keever, res.i<ling and· ha\'ing his office in Rip.gP.Yille, and 
continued the praetice of his ·chosen p.rofe:;sion until 
1861, when he settled on a far1n northenst· of Utica. 
where he resided until the spring of 18t.H), 3.t which tilne 
he 1noved to the Jarvi~ Stoket-- farrn near I..iytle, which he 
had, in the rneantiine, purchas~d, nnd when, hP continued 
to reside until his death. l>r. Stokes \:ras a 111an of energy, 
refine1ne~t and good ta.~te, and at once began extensh·e 
in1pro~en1ent~ upon his far1n until it was looked upon 
and recognized f ro111 all points of Yiew as the 1nodel far1n 
of the county. 

Dr. Stokes was elected fro1n the Butler-\rarren Dis
trict, anq served his constituents well and ra,·orably two 
tern1s in the Ohio Senate, retiring voluntarily at the end 
of his second tern1. He took 111uch interest iu politics. 
and was thoroughly posted upon all public questions. 
Ile was an intlu~trious studPnt~ and burned n1uch 1nid
uight oil reading standard works. 

He 1narried Susanna Thr«)cd111orton January 31, 18-19~ 
that union being blessed with twelve children, seven of 
who1n, with his aged consort, are still living. 

lie was au ad111irer of good, sub~tantial stock and 
fowls, and had the choicest of these continually upon his 
far1n. He loved the anilnal creation and 1nade great 
pets of the111, and in their use they were hi~ con1pa11ions 
rather than his beasts. He loved nature in all its beauty, 
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from the sturdy oak to the daisy that grew beneath its 
protecting litnbs. IIe· loved the birds ·and their n1n!'ic~ 
and gave the1n a we.lcmne habitation as near- hi:,; own a~ 
their nature allowt"'d then1 to venture; he lo~;ed Hower~ 
in all their radiant beauty and fragrance~ and the bee~ 
ihat sipped the nectar fro1n their folds. Sature was full 
of perfu1ne to hin1, and his e\·ery sense reached out to 
embrace it. He loYed 111usic, and it-s n1elody :-:;oothed and 
gaV"e hiln rest, and under its strains he could find repose 
in sleep. 

Dr. Stokes was a 1nan of character, and his worcl was 
the height of ho11or. His friends were as nu111erous a~ 
his acquaintances. Ile lived q nietly and in peace and 
harinouy with his neighbors. · 

. He was acth·e, full of energy,. and lo\-ed hh; fa-n1ily -r 
and did n1uch for his children, dying in his se\·enty-sixth 
year unh·ersally honored and respected. 

THE DAUGHTERS OF WILLIAM S"I'OKES. 

Of the fh·e daughters of "\Villia111 s·tokes, 1nuch inight 
be said, but tin1e for bids. Rebecca. the eldest. wa5 tht> 
n1other of two children, both of \\·hon1 howe\·er, are 
dead, and no is~ue sur\·ives. 

Unity, the second daughter, n1arr1ed Da\·id "\\.ill5- .. 
aud was the n1other of one child, who is yet alin~. ~he 
died when twenty-fh·e years old, and ten de~cendants at. 
this tilne snn·ive her. 

Caroli11e, t:he third daughter, if she and her de~cend
ants were all living, could stand at the head of a cohnnn 
of seventy-one, sixty-three-of who111 are still Ih·ing. ShP 
was a noble won1an, perforn1ed her part well, and the 
generations that follow can look back with pride. She 
died in her eightieth year. 

Elizabeth .Ann, the fourth daughter, was 111arried 
but died without de5cendants at the age (jt° eighty-one. 

Hannah, the fifth daughter and youngest child of 
,vnlia1n Stokes, and the only sur\·in>1", lives in Lebanon 
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in too feeble health to be v:ith us to-day, and is now in 
her 5eventy-se,·enth year . 

. These daughters were all wo1nen of pure lives, and 
worthy of the 11an1e of ~tokes. 

I would like to speak -of the husbands of these 
daughter5 and of the wives of the so·us of ,,~illia111, hut 
we n1ust lea,·e these characters for reunion~ hereafter. 

THEIR RELIGION. 
The Stokes' were all a very reli~ious people; a re

ligion 11f their o,vn. and in spe~king- of it, I _~peak in that 
~en~e: but few of the1n, howe,·er, were of the orthodox 
church. They an recognized a Supre1ne. ·Being and a 
power beyond and above thernseh·es, an infinite power 
that created the unh·er~e and 111ade 1nat.ter out of noth
ing; a power that iinpressed upon that niatter certain 
principles fro111 which it can ne,·er depart, and should it 
depart, would cea~e to exi~t; a power that giye:.,; u~ ~pring 
with "1111 it~ de,·elop1nent aud unfolding of nature; that 
gh·es us sun11ner with the ripening of the har,·est; that 
gives us autun1n that sears nature into the colors and 
beauty of the rainbow; that gives us winter that co,·erg 
all with its 111antle of ·white; a power to produce and to 
end. The children of ,\Tillia1n Stokes were horn of 
Quaker· parentnge, and nearly all 111aintained a very 
friendlv feeling for that church. Son1e of the111 took .. . , 
n1nch interest in the Universali~t Church, and on the 
whole, the belief of that tlenmnination probably 1nore 
nearly coincided \\·ith the Yiews of the larger part of 
them. Granville is con1plin1ented with having written 
the articles of belief pf thi~ de1101nination for the Ridge
ville C.hurch. Not all, however, were of that belief, for 
Hannah, the only survivor, is a 111e1nber of the Baptist 
Church, although it i:.,; doubtful if any of the others e,·er 
for1nally united with any de1101nination. 

Their views were broad enough'.' as Ella ,vheeler 
\Vilcox has written: To believe ·• that a 1nan who n1akes 
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a good husband and father nncl citizen, will n1ake a good 
angel when his thne c01nes. That the wotnan who ren
ders her home the n1o~t peaceful and lovely place on 
earth, will adorn heaven when she reaches there, and it~ 
gates will be ''-"ide open to receh¥e her; that if the clerg-y 
would talk more about the h01ne life to the people, and 
less about the future, that the latter wonld take care of 
itself." 

They, or soine of the1n, believed in a reasonable re
ligion that brought into hannony the entire creation 
of a Supreme Being. To the1n~ nature fonned one of 
the foundation principles and the handiwork of God. 
reaching out in every direction and preaching its own 
·~er1non fron1 every valley, hilltop and p1ountainside: 
from every sheet of· water, brook and· rivulet; in fact, 
fro1n aII creation and growth which wa~ often tern1ed in 
lts succes~ion of sea~ons as being" imtnntahle, in11n_ortal! 
everlasting and glorious." For, under silnilar circun1-
stances, it was alike to a11, high or low, rich or poor, and 
the dew· o~ the m.oruing, aR it sparkled with dia1nou,l-like 
brilliancy fro1n nature's gro\,·th, added luster und beauty 
in perfecting thi~ n;i.t.nre and 111aking it the 1nore worthy 
of adn1iration. They were broad enough to beJieye that 
rewards and punisl11n€'nts, if any there be. will not be 
deter1nined by what t}a~y believ~d, hnt hy what they did; 
that the 1nnrderer will alway~ h~ a nuuderer, and that 
the good and jn~t n1nn will always be treated .as such, 
and with this belief they were always ren.dy to be judged. 

THEIR POLITICS. 

A biography or the Stokes' cannot be cc111pl~te with
out spenking of their politics, and in doing so, I do it not 
fron1 a partisan standpoint, only as they were partisan, 
giving their views itnpartially. 

,vniinn1 Stokes, onr orig-inal Ohio anc~!--tor, was a 
~chool boy at the tin1e of the adoption of the FederaJ 
Constitution. nnd the active part of hi~ life was during 
the trying days of the young republic, and the opinions 
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he for1ned of policies and 1neasures during this tilne fixed 
and established his political belief. 

He belie·red in Thomas Jefferson, he who drafted and 
ga,e force and character to the greatest instru1neut the 
world ever knew, the Declaration of Independence,- and 
\Villiam Stokes at the first Presidential election at which
he was eligible to vote, cast his first ballot for that great 
man who will live in history as -long as the world lives. 

,villiam Stokes and his children believed that the 
general goven1ment possessed only such po·wers as were 
delegated to it. by the Federal Constitution, and such as 
1night reasonably be inferred, and that the other powen
were reserved to the States respectively. 'l'hey beli~ved 
that such a construction of that i·nstru111ent gaye to the 
National.Government sufficient power to quell any insur
rection, 1uaintain peace at home, and succe~sfully meet 
ariy ·foreign enemy, and at the sa1ne time gave each State 
the right of local self-gover111nent and the power to con
trol their own internal affairs. · They belieYed that the 
nearer the go,·ernnient was to the people that a greater 
interest would be taken in that government by the people, 
and that local self-goven1111ent, therefore, becan1e the 
cradle of patriotism. They believ·ed that with such a 
construction of the Constitution, that the ev·il of trusts 
and n1onopolies would and could not exi~t. They be
lie1ted in an inc01ne tax as the 1nost equitable and just of 
all taxes; that a governn1ent that had the right to draft 
and take by force a boy fro111 the fainily circle and stand 
hin1 up before the enen1y's guns in defense of the nation, 
had the right to deinand of the n1illionaire that a part of 
his inco1ne should go to support that boy while he is at 
the front, baring his breast to the bull~ts of the enen1y. 

They, or the older ones, supported President Monroe. 
who gave to the world the now celebrated :\Iouroe doc
trine that is to-day~recognized everywhere-except at 
the ,vhite House. 

They supported President Jackson, and the wisdo1n 
of such support is emblazoned indelibly upon the pages 
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of every in1partial history of our f!rand country. .Jack• 
son's fight and final Yictory o,·er the money power. by 
which the greatest octopus in its tin1e was ren1oved from 
the hody politic, gaye the Stokes' especial cause to re ... 
joiee. These beliefs and achieve111ents and the principle!, 
that underlie the1n were inculcated and became a part of 
the ,·ery existence of the ~tokes', and each and e,7ery 
one of then1 have be<.~n earnest advocates of the cause of 
Den1ocracy. 

They recognized in .Jpfferson, in )fonroe, in Jackson, 
and in a long line of De1nocratic state~n1en, and the only 
sun·h·or of the :;ons of " ... illiain Stokes in the c:11npaign 
of 1896 recognized in Bryan a wi:;;don1 of go,·ernn1ental 
affairs and policies that if enacted into laws would be far 
reaching in fa,·orable re~ult~. · 

They were always in acc-0rd with these learned n1en 
for their sy1npathy for the con1n1011 people, and for the 
masses as against the classes, and t1aving gh·en their 
a.-;sent to the~e doct-rines in all the political contest~ 
thereafter, they e\~er ren1ained true to t.heir principles, 
and ne,-er lowered the tlag of De1nocracy, and he who 
but a few ~hort days ago departed this life in full 1nental 
acti\"ity at. the age of nearly eight,-seyen~ held high the 
bann'er of his party, defended its principles with vigor, 
and raised high his voice in conde1unation of 1nonopolies, 
trusts, extra vaga.nce and i111perialisn1. 

The children of \\"'illian1. Stokes all took un active 
part in politics, attended the conventions of their party, 
and did what they cou!d ns citizens and patriots to have 
the principles of their party becon1e the fundainental 
law of the land. 

A.s a family, we find Granville eininent as a lawyer, 
Willian1 as a dpctor, and both of who1n \\·ere Senators, 
Franklin e1ni11ent as a writer and editor, and Jan·is and 
Benjainin e1ninent bankers and financier~. In all your 
acquaintances, where is this fa1ni1y equaled? The 
eminence and success of their lives should be a fitting 
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an1bition for each descendant. Let every one here to
day, while he has yet tilne, seek to outshine and eclip~e 
the success of ,vnlian1 Stokes' son~~ and in that way 
carry the colonial fa1nily ._,r Stokes :4ill higher on tht" 
ladder of fa1ne, and thereby bring greater credit and 
character to all whose blood can be traced to or through 
the Stokes, for e1ninence in any profession or calling hy 
any n1en1her of the fan1ily adds to and each receiYe~ 
benefit by that succes~ and relationship. 

The Stokes' have al ways regarded character as e~
~en tial in a successful life. They have always been an 
honest, sober, ·indu:;trious, debt-paying fa1nily. They 
ha\·e not been a charge upon eharity .- 'Kone of the1n 
have ever been convicted of any crirne, nor sent to the 
penite~tiary or to Congress. \Ve are proud of a nol,le 
ancestry, and proud of the blood that coul'8es through 
our veins! 

,vhy should we not. then, gather in annual reunion 
and indulge in fond re1nen1bra11ces of those that ha\·e 
pas~ed away, and rekindle the fire:5 of relationship? 

These reunion~ iengthen life and strengthen· the tie5 
of blood, 1nake us a brotherhood, united as one by a 
con1n1ou ancestry. (Applause.) 

[.A rising vote of thanks was extended to the speaker 
for the address, and as secretary he was directed by a 
unanhnous vote to have the sa1ne printed in pa1uphlet 
for1n and, sent by 1nail to the 111en1ber8 of the reunion,] 
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